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51505 Bass Highway, Grantville

5678 8433
www.alexscott.com.au

25 Brazier Street, Grantville

Immaculate 
4 Bed, 2 Bath

Fully landscaped
Walk to shops etc

$620,000 - 
$640,000

^Maximum recommended driveaway price for private buyers. Available on 2023 or prior build Navara SL Dual Cab 4x4 Auto Pickups purchased by 31/01/2024. Premium paint available at additional cost. 
*Terms and conditions apply. 3.9% Comparison rate for approved personal applicants of Nissan Financial Services (Australian Credit Licence Number 391464) (NFS). 3.9% APR. Maximum 36 month term. This comparison 
rate for the purpose of the National Credit Code is based on a 5 year secured loan of $30,000, although this offer relates to a 36 month term only. WARNING: This comparison rate is true only for the example given and 
may not include all fees and charges. Different terms, fees or other loan amounts might result in a different comparison rate.  Under the Nissan Future Value (NFV) program, you can return the vehicle back to NFS 
for the pre-agreed future value (adjusted for excess kilometres and the cost of repairs for vehicle damage beyond fair wear and tear), to pay the final balloon payment on your loan. Allowed kilometres and vehicle 
condition requirements are set out in the NFV agreement. Offer available on 2023 or prior build Navara SL Dual Cab 4x4 Auto pick-ups (excluding demonstrators over 5,000km or 6 months from registration) purchased 
by 31/01/2024. Excludes Government, Rental and National Fleet customers. For more information see Nissan.com.au/NissanFutureValue. Nissan reserves the right to vary, extend or withdraw this offer. Not available in 
conjunction with any other offer. See Nissan.com.au/warranty for T&Cs. 

NISSAN FUTURE VALUE
3.9% FINANCE

P.A. COMPARISON RATE | MAX 36 MONTH TERM

NISSAN NAVARA SL 
DUAL CAB 4X4 AUTO

$49,990^

DRIVEAWAY

1 Roughead St, Leongatha
Ph 5662 2327 LMCT 1500
AH Brad Beyers 0434 884 649

AH Heather Walker 0418 564 157
www.edneysleongatha.com.au 

sales@edney.com.au
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PUBLIC affairs activist, Graham Jolly 
of Cape Woolamai, is calling for a govern-
ment inquiry into the catastrophic spate of 
drownings at Bass Coast beaches, between 
Friday, January 12 and Wednesday, Janu-
ary 24, when six people tragically lost their 
lives over a 13-day period.

In the first instance he’s going to present 
what he knows to police in the hope it can 
be included in their report for the Coroner.

But it’s not the first time he’s brought 
this same information to the attention of 
the Coroner.

He did the same back in December 2020 
following the death of a 24-year-old Melton 
woman, who drowned at Smiths Beach on 

November 28 that year.
Mr Jolly wants to know why the rec-

ommendations of the ‘Bass Coast Shire 
Coastal Risk Assessment’, conducted by 
Life Saving Victoria in 2018-19, for key 
local agencies including the Bass Coast 
Shire Council, Phillip Island Nature Parks, 
Parks Victoria and the San Remo Fore-
shore Committee of Management, have not 
been implemented.

And why the exhaustive efforts he has 
made, since 2019, to get a full copy of the 
final report released, have been blocked by 
those public agencies.

The initiative was funded by the Austra-
lian Government in 2018 under the ‘Surf 

Life Saving Australia (SLSA) Beach Drown-
ing Black Spot Reduction Program’, details 
of which were announced on January 1, 
2018 by the then Minister for Health and 
Aged Care, the former Member for Flinders 
(including Phillip Island), Greg Hunt, when 
the Turnbull Government added an addi-
tional $3 million to a $15 million, five-year 
plan, to tackle the “the incidence of drown-
ing in identified high risk areas”.

The report names Forrest Caves, Surf 
Beach and beaches near Kilcunda, the sites 
of the six drownings, as having high hazard 
scores and needing to be included in a new 
‘black spot’ strategy.

Continued page 3

SIGNS OF SIGNS OF 
NEGLECTNEGLECT

- How authorities have ignored ‘Beach Drowning Black Spot’ recommendations
This is one of the ‘Warning’ signs at 

Anzacs Beach near Cape Woolamai, half 
buried by sand, where several busloads of 
tourists were seen arriving last Friday. All 
headed to the beach ahead of an evening 
at the Phillip Island Penguin Parade.

COVERING SOUTH GIPPSLAND AND BASS COAST PRICE $2.00

Sentinel-Times
Celebrating 

our national 
treasures

From 2024 Australia Day 
Honours List OAM recipients 
to Rotary Club of Wonthaggi’s 

Australia Day Community 
Service Awards, Friday 

was a busy day across the 
communities of Bass Coast 

and South Gippsland.
See all the photos 

and awardees inside 
– page 5-6 and 14-19.
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Leongatha & Korumburra Only

www.michaelsiga.com.au

$250pack

Specials available from Wed 31st January to Tues 6th February 2024. While Stocks Last.
We reserve the right to correct printing errors. Images are for illustration purposes only.

Michael’s IGA Liquor supports the responsible service and consumption of alcohol.

RED OR WHITE 
PEACHES

$999kg

$399bag

$2999kg

$399kg

MADE 
FRESH 
DAILY
In Store $1695ea

ICED DONUTS 6 PACK
Equates to 42¢ per donut

ASH BROS 
OCEAN 
TROUT 280G
Equates to 
$6.05 per 100g

AUSTRALIAN BEEF 
SCOTCH FILLET 
STEAK

INGHAM’S CHICKEN 
TENDERLOINS

2.5KG WASHED 
POTATOES
Equates to $1.60 per kg

Great Northern Super Crisp 
Cans 375ml x 30 Pack

$58ea

$1299kg

DON OR KRC 
MIDDLE BACON 
RASHERS

Australian Australian

Premium
Quality

$1299ea

PRE-
PACKED
2.5KG
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Did you know we sell
Recycled crushed concrete?
•  Crushed concrete – 

perfect for driveways
•  Crushed bricks, tiles and 

concrete – perfect for 
concrete base and 
pipe bedding

• Competitive rates
•  Available Monday-Friday 

8am-3.30pm 

Phone ahead 5672 2056
L1 Skip Lane, Wonthaggi

www.wheelawaste.com.au
HM10516

Are you moving
home/business/offi  ce?

Need storage?
Local, regional & interstate?

We’ve got you covered!
We also supply boxes and

packing materials

For a free estimate contact us

Phone: 5672 3773
www.wonthaggiremovals.com.au
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Melina 
BATH MP 

THE NATIONALS MEMBER FOR 
EASTERN VICTORIA REGION

2/181 Franklin St, Traralgon VIC 3844
melina.bath@parliament.vic.gov.au

5174 7066
MelinaBathMLC

EASTERN VICTORIA REGION

From page 1
One of the key recommenda-

tions in what is believed to be a 
100-plus page document, relat-
ing to warning signs at the high-
risk beaches, was released by 
Life Saving Victoria and the Bass 
Coast Shire Council on Monday, 
December 9, 2019 in an Execu-
tive Summary (Project Stage 2).

Specifically, it says: “this re-
port strongly recommends a 
Shire-wide uniform signage 
strategy”.

“One key risk treatment strat-
egy proposed for all sites is sig-
nage and this report strongly 
recommends a Shire-wide uni-
form signage strategy. Used on 
public land specific to aquatic 
recreation drowning and injury 
event minimisation; it should be 
implemented in a coordinated 
and consistent manner.”

The recommendation says 
one way to ensure consistency is 
to implement signage using the 
AS/NZS 2416 standard for wa-
ter safety signs and flags howev-
er this standard was withdrawn 
in 2021.

The report recommends that 
“the basis for all sign design, 
sizing and placement decisions 
should be based on a clear and 
concise communication objec-
tive” and urges all BCS land 
managers to “commit to a sys-
tematic monitoring and review 
process”.

Mr Jolly doesn’t believe this 
has occurred and he wants an-
swers.

In fact, after sending a stream 
of emails to the relevant author-
ities, from mid-2019 onwards, 
copies of which he plans to sup-
ply to police and the coroner, Mr 
Jolly put a question to the Bass 
Coast Shire Council’s Septem-
ber 18, 2019 council meeting, 
which was diverted away from 
the meeting as “general cor-
respondence” and to which he 
never received a reply.

He asked if council had re-
ceived the report, what the rec-
ommendations were and what 
action had been taken. He also 
asked if the report had been 
provided to the elected council-
lors and when it would be made 
public.

Little more than a month lat-
er, council released its executive 
summary and joint statement 
by council and Life Saving Vic-
toria, which among other things 
noted that “Bass Coast Shire 
ranks the second highest Local 
Government Area in Victoria for 
fatal drowning events”.

It also acknowledged the need 
standardise beach safety sig-
nage across the shire to meet 
the AS/NZS 2416 standard.

Mr Jolly said he had spoken 
to a number of councillors who 
claimed they had never seen the 
report, nor were they aware of 
any implementation measures.

This was confirmed over the 
weekend by the Mayor Cr Clare 
Le Serve and the Deputy Mayor 
Cr Rochelle Halstead.

Cr Le Serve said the council 
was working with Phillip Is-
land Nature Parks, which has 
management responsibility for 
Forrest Caves, and with Parks 
Victoria and other agencies on 
ways to improve safety.

“Anything we can do to im-
prove safety at our beaches is 
absolutely important,” she said, 
promising to make it the first 
order of business for the new 
shire CEO, Greg Box, when he 
started his new role this Mon-
day.

“Our community is deeply 
saddened and affected by the 
drownings in our region. Whilst 
we live in a beautiful region 
surrounded by beaches; this is 
sadly a tragic reminder of how 
dangerous the ocean can be,” Cr 
Le Serve said in an official state-
ment at the weekend.

However, the shire’s own 
beach messaging is not con-
sistent. While there’s a “Swim-
ming not advised, unpatrolled 
location” and “Strong Currents” 
advise at Kilcunda East, the site 
of a drowning on January 12, 
the shire’s “Beach Safety” page 
on its website has the clear and 
concise message “No Flags = No 
Swim”.

A spokesperson for Phillip 
Island Nature Parks told The 
Age that the authority would re-
view warning signs at the beach, 
which already had a no-swim-
ming symbol and met Austra-
lian standards.

“There are currently two large 
warning signs on the two en-
tries to the Forrest Caves beach 
area,” the spokesperson said.

“Nature Parks will work close-
ly with Life Saving Victoria to 
review and refresh all signage 
and act if there is further ad-
vice to improve the safety of this 
beach.”

General Manager of Life Sav-
ing Victoria, Liam Krige, joined 
Acting Assistant Commissioner 
Karen Nyholm at a media brief-
ing at Forrest Caves beach last 
Thursday, the day after the 
mass drowning, and ahead of 
the long weekend.

While he praised the efforts 

of two off-duty lifeguards, who 
were among the first to re-
spond, and the efforts of other 
surf lifesavers who joined what 
was a multi-agency effort, he in-
dicated that more could be done 
to improve the signage.

“The majority of the signs meet 
Australian safety standards, but 
we could always do more,” he 
said, while urging people to do 
their own research, including 
consulting the Surf Life Saving 
Australia Beachsafe website and 
app, and knowing their limits.

Unfortunately, according to 
Mr Jolly, the warning signs 
at the entrance to many of the 
“high hazard” beaches in Bass 
Coast are either inadequate or 
in a poor state of repair.

“Together with the impact on 
these poor families, this inci-
dent has had a profound im-
pact on the emergency services 
people who responded and on 
the broader community of Phil-
lip Island and Bass Coast,” Mr 
Jolly said.

“The community is tremen-
dously saddened by what has 
occurred and they want action.

“What have the authorities 
done about implementing the 
recommendations in this report, 
and why hasn’t the full report 
been released, five years on?”

Signs of neglect
A CROWD-funding appeal has been 

launched on ‘GoFundMe’ for the fami-
lies of the victims of last Wednesday’s 
tragic drowning at Forrest Caves on 
Phillip Island.

They are Jagjeet Singh Anand, a 
23-year-old Melbourne-based nurse, 
students Suhani Anand and Kirti 
Bedi, both 20-year-old women; and 
Reema Sondhi, a 43-year-old Indian 
national who was visiting family in 
Australia. The three younger victims 
lived at Clyde.

The appeal for funds is to pay for 
the repatriation of the deceased re-
mains back to India and also to fulfill 
other family wishes.

“Many of you have heard the devas-
tating news about the Phillip Island 
(Forrest Caves) beach tragedy, where 
we lost four precious lives. This fun-
draiser is to support the Anand, Son-
dhi and Bedi family during this in-
credibly difficult time.

“Reema (age 42), Shivam (age 23), 
Kriti (age 20), and Suhani (age 20) all 
tragically lost their lives in this event. 
Suhani fought bravely in the hospital 
but was ultimately unable to recover. 
This loss leaves a void for the families 
that can never be fully filled.

“We can help by raising funds to 
assist the family in fulfilling their 
wishes, whether it be transporting the 
remains back to India or supporting 
the cremation ceremony in Australia 
(the final decision is still being made 
by the close family).

“Reema had come to Australia for 
a holiday to visit her brother’s family 
and was staying with them in Clyde. 
Sadly, she will never return to her two 
children who are in India.

“Shivam, a registered nurse with 
a heart of gold, saved many lives 
throughout his career but was unable 
to be saved when he needed it him-
self. Suhani and Kriti, both nursing 
students, had planned to stay home 
and focus on their studies, but life 
had other plans.

“In this time of immense grief, we 
can come together, not just in mourn-
ing, but in a tide of compassion that 
lifts their families above the depths of 
despair.

“Every contribution, however small, 
is a beacon of hope, a hand reaching 
out to steady those grappling with un-
imaginable loss. Let us honour their 
memory with kindness, with a collec-
tive show of strength that reflects the 
vibrant lives they led.”

The appeal page is listed under the 
heading “Phillip Island Tragedy four 
lives lost where more than $75,000 of 
the $100,000 goal has already been 
raised. You can help at gofundme.
com/f/phillip-island-tragedy-4-lives-
lost-pls-help

GoFundMe 
appeal launched 

for Forrest 
Caves’ four

The ‘General Warning’ sign at 
Forrest Caves, including a small 
logo advising of ‘Dangerous Current’ 
with advice about the location of a 
patrolled beach at Woolamai Beach 
4.5km away. The ‘No Dogs Anytime 
Penalties Apply’ sign posted 
by Phillip Island Nature Parks, 
which manages the foreshore, is 
almost 50-times bigger than the 
‘Dangerous Current’ warning.

Emergency service personnel leave the beach at Forrest 
Caves last Wednesday evening, passing the small warning 
sign at the bottom of the walkway, after recovering the 
bodies of three of the four victims. A fourth victim was 
airlifted but later died in hospital.
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TUE | Jan 30 WED | Jan 31 THUR | Feb 1 FRI | Feb 2 SAT | Feb 3 SUN | Feb 4
Partly cloudy. Cloudy. Cloudy. Cloudy. Mostly sunny. Partly cloudy.

Wind AM: Light
Wind PM: SW 15-20km/h

Wind AM: Light
Wind PM: SW 15-20km/h

Wind AM: W-SW 15-25km/h
Wind PM: W 25-35km/h

Wind AM: W 25-30km/h
Wind PM: SW 20-30km/h

Wind AM: Light
Wind PM: Light

Wind AM: NW-NE 15-25km/h
Wind PM: NW-SW 15-25km/h

14° 22° 13° 21° 14° 22° 15° 20° 11° 24° 13° 28°
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If you can give, please  
give where you live.  
www.bccf.org.au

Making a real 
difference in the 
lives of people 

across Bass Coast.

IN BRIEF
Music Festival 
Competition opportunity 
at Korumburra Show

LOCAL talent will be high-
lighted during the Korum-
burra Show when this year’s 
Music Festival Competition 
takes place on the afternoon 
of Saturday February 10, with 
entries due by January 31.

$550 is up for grabs for the 
winner of the Open Section, 
with $200 for the runner-up 
and $100 for third place.

Those in the junior sections 
are in the running for an en-
couragement award in the 
form of a $50 voucher.

The event features an open 
section, as well as one for Un-
der 12s and another for those 
Under 16.

“You can enter multiple sec-
tions but can’t win more than 
one,” competition organiser 
Shirley Cowling said of those 
young enough to enter junior 
sections.

Musicians across all genres 
are welcome, suggesting there 
will be a diverse offering for 
Korumburra Show attendees.

The Music Festival Competi-
tion runs from 12.30pm until 
approximately 4.30pm.

Contact Shirley on 0400 976 
248 for information and to en-
ter the competition.

The entry fee is $10 for those 
aged 16 and over and $5 for 
under 16s.

Otherwise you can enter by 
direct deposit using the details 
below.

Direct Deposit Details: Ko-
rumburra & District Agri-
cultural/Pastoral Society Inc                                                       
BSB: 063-515 (Common-
wealth Bank) Account: 
10141633

Please put your name as a 
reference otherwise we will not 
know whose payment it is.

People power puts  
the wheels in motion 

THE Baw Baw shire council 
is forming the Baw Baw Cy-
cling Project Reference Group 
(PRG), seeking passionate cy-
clists to provide valuable in-
put into future cycling projects 
throughout the region.

PRG will collaborate closely 
with Council Officers to ex-
plore and identify opportuni-
ties for improved cycling facili-
ties, ensuring that the future 
cycling landscape in Baw Baw 
is both inclusive and forward-
thinking.

Applications are open now 
until 5pm on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 14, 2024. Interested 
parties can find the applica-
tion form and further details 
at bawbawconnect.com.au.

More free TAFE courses 
on offer for 2024

FOUR new courses in hos-
pitality, youth work, kitchen 
management and tourism are 
now available through the 
Government’s Free TAFE ini-
tiative, giving Victorians more 
opportunities to learn new 

skills and grow their careers.
With enrolments now open, 

students can kickstart their 
careers or upskill to gain new 
experience or qualifications.

Free TAFE courses are avail-
able to all Victorians, regard-
less of their existing qualifica-
tion level. The program allows 
thousands of students to enter 
an in-demand career without 
the worry of the cost of tuition 
fees. Students can also enrol 
in more than one Free TAFE 
course provided it’s within the 
same priority pathway.

The Free TAFE program 
is helping Victorians get the 
skills they need for the job 
they want.

For the full list of Free TAFE 
courses visit: vic.gov.au/free-tafe.

‘Conditions’ close  
Venus Bay beach

TWO days after the mass 
drowning event at Forrest 
Caves on Phillip Island, au-
thorities at Venus Bay closed 
Number 1 Beach, the main 
beach for visitors, due to sea 
conditions at the beach.

Secretary of the Venus Bay 
Surf Lifesaving Club, Kristian 
Bradford-Clark, confirmed 
that the beach was closed all 
day on both Friday and Satur-
day due to the unsafe condi-
tions in the water.

“We had a presence at the 
beach all day but no flags. To 
my knowledge no one went in 
swimming but if they did, we 
would have advised them the 
beach was closed.”

It’s not the first time Venus 
Bay has been closed due to 
wind and rips, but it has also 
been closed due to the risk of 
lightning strikes.

Improved pedestrian 
and driver movement for 
Burra streetscapes

CONSTRUCTION of a new 
streetscape in Korumburra 
will be commencing soon.

The works will help to im-
prove pedestrian and driver 
movement, increase visual 
appeal and improve function-
ality. The renewal of Korum-
burra’s CBD will promote pos-
itive community connection 
and economic growth.

The works will take place on 
parts of Commercial Street, 
Bridge Street and Radovick 
Street and will include:
• �Replacing brick paved foot-

paths with concrete foot-
paths;

• �Change Commercial Street 
to a single lane of traffic in 
each direction;

• �Parallel parking will be re-
tained with improved pro-
tection from through traffic 
by the inclusion of a maneu-
vering lane;

• �Replacing public utility pits 
and pit lids to suit the design 
of the new footpaths;

• �Constructing kerbs and kerb 
extensions, and new garden 
beds;

• �Installing new street furniture 

and public amenities such as 
seating and litter bins, and

• �Adjusting street lights and 
pedestrian signals to suit the 
new works.
The works will commence 

during February 2024 and be 
staggered throughout 2024. 
The project will be under-
taken by local contractor BJ’s 
Earthmoving and managed by 
Council.  The project’s budget 
is $3 million, funded by Coun-
cil and through a low interest 
loan from the Victorian Gov-
ernment’s  Community Infra-
structure Loan Scheme.

For additional informa-
tion about the Korumburra 
Streetscape Project, including 
designs, please visit korum-
burrastreetscape.com.au

Book reveals history of 
Wonthaggi’s streets 

WONTHAGGI and District 
Historical Society is pleased 
to announce the upcoming 
launch of An Aspect of Wont-
haggi’s History through Street 
and Place Names.

The book launch will take 
place on February 10 at the 
Wonthaggi Baptist Church. 

The book was written by Se-
bastian (Sam) Gatto, and the 
launch will feature comments 
and speeches from contribu-
tors to the publication.

Throughout the book, read-
ers will discover the meaning 
behind local street names with 
explanations backed by exten-
sive research by Sam. 

A book signing and a musical 
performance by Josh Hooke 
will also be part of the event.

Books will be available on 
the day for $40.

To RSVP to part of the event, 
email fay@destinationq.com.
au. 

Quiet quake off Waratah
AN EARTHQUAKE of magni-

tude 3.0 occurred last Thurs-
day morning, January 25, at 
3.43am, off the coast of Wara-
tah Bay but few felt it.

“No, we didn’t feel it and 
usually someone would have 
mentioned it,” said a spokes-
person for the Sandy Point 
General Store.

“But 3.0 magnitude is still 
quite a decent one, so I expect 
someone felt it.”

It follows another one at 
Sandy Point last year, at 
7.04.53pm on Monday, April 
17.

Several people have since 
posted on Facebook that they 
felt a rubble, including some-
one from Sandringham!

So much happening at 
Coal Creek

COAL Creek Community 
Park and Museum is prepped 
and ready to host an exciting 
range of events in the coming 
weeks. Here is a taste of what 
is going on.

Summer Series
The Summer Series is an 

evening of music for all ages. 
Each part of the Series brings 
its own unique line up of mu-
sical talent. 

Series 1: Friday February  2, 
5.30pm to 10pm.

Series 2: Friday February 
16, 5.30pm to 10pm.

Series 3: Saturday March 2,  
5.30pm to 10pm.

Summer Series 1 will see 
your ears treated to a night 
of Blues. From the gritty ga-
rage grooves of Jungle Jim 
Smith to the psychedelic blues 
of Nick Carver and the Mean 
Street Butchers, and throw 
in a walk down Ozone St, you 
know you’ll be in for a night of 
mad, bad, Blues bliss!  

Bring a picnic rug or chairs 
to join us at Coal Creek. You 
don’t have to worry about the 
food, we have that sorted with 
everything from woodfired 
pizza to bao buns and snacks. 
We’ll also have Burra Brewing 
Co and Gippsland Wine Com-
pany taking over the Pig & 
Whistle to offer alcoholic and 
non-alcoholic beverages.

Charley Crockett
Yes, there is still more! Tex-

an Cowboy Charley Crockett 
is coming to Coal Creek on 
Saturday February 10. With 
his neo-traditional country 
swagger, Charley will be joined 
by The Blue Drifters and is a 
must-watch for anyone who 
loves Western charm.

For tickets to any of these 
events, please visit the Coal 
Creek website and click 
‘Events’: coalcreekcommuni-
typarkandmuseum.com

Mine Café set to reopen
THE State Coal Mine Café is 

reopening with Parks Victoria 
Senior Manager, Victoria Pur-
due confirming the announc-
ment on Monday. 

“I’m pleased to say that we 
have now awarded a lease to 
operate the café at the State 
Coal Mine. The new operators 
are currently setting up the 
café and will be ready to wel-
come customers again in the 
coming weeks.

“We understand the impor-
tance of the State Coal Mine 
to the community and visitors, 
and are excited to see the café 
opening soon.”

$3.5 billion not $350B
IN LAST Tuesday’s edition of 

the Sentinel-Times, we got our 
mathematics a bit out when 
we claimed an additional 5000 
houses would mean a $350 
billion investment in Wont-
haggi.

In fact, if you multiply the 
cost of a new house and land 
package at the moment, of be-
tween $650,000 to $700,000 
by 5000 you get slightly less; 
a total investment figure of be-
tween $3.25B and $3.5B. But 
still substantial, right?

Where big numbers are con-
cerned, we’ll stick to buying a 
ticket in Powerball in future. 
Good luck!
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AUSTRALIA DAY 2024 HONOURS

WHEN Caroline Talbot 
(nee Fernie) arrived in Aus-
tralia on board the Largs 
Bay passenger cargo ship 
from Scotland, at age 7, 
she recalls feeling that she 
had become an Australian 
as soon as her feet hit the 
ground in her new country.

She consciously modified 
her accent, to gain ready 
acceptance at school, and 
never looked back.

The rest, as they say, is 
history, with her brilliant 
career in the service of her 
adopted country earning the 
Newhaven resident a Medal 
of the Order of Australia 
(OAM) honour in the Gen-
eral Division in this year’s 
Australia Day awards list.

“I’m naturalised now of 
course but I’ve never really 
thought of myself as any-
thing other than Australian,” 
said Caroline this week.

“But yes, I remember it 
well,” she said of the family 
decision to go to Australia 
and the six-week ocean voy-
age, on the cargo-passenger 
ship the Largs Bay, through 
the Suez, by Malta to Egypt, 
Colombo in Ceylon, then 
Fremantle and finally Mel-
bourne.

“It was like a holiday. But 
I hadn’t thought too much 
about it until I went to the 
Immigration Museum a 
couple of years ago and 
they had a ship’s cabin set 
up from the same era and it 
just transported me back.

“Mum and dad had lived 
through the war in Scotland 
and dad worked on develop-
ing Rolls Royce jet engines.”

The family lived in Pais-
ley, an outer suburb of 
Glasgow, just six miles 
from the Rolls Royce fac-
tory in Hillington.

Archie Fernie, an aircraft 
engineer, together with his 
wife Betty, had been recruit-
ed by the Commonwealth 
Aircraft Corporation at 
Fishermen’s Bend and with 
his three children; Caroline 
7, Doug 5 and Gordon 3 
made the big move to Aus-
tralia in the early 1950s.

“He was coming to a job, 
which made it a lot easier, 
and they loved being in 
Australia from the outset, 
so did we.”

They settled in Montmo-
rency, which was a pretty 
quiet place in those days, but 
Caroline joined the Guides, 
where she was introduced 
to community service, and it 
became a way of life.

“One of the first things I did 
with the Guides was work at 
a Children’s Home at Dia-
mond Creek. I loved it.”

As well as introducing 
her to the mutual benefit 
of community service, the 
Guides provided the perfect 
entrée to her new country 
with new friends, the oppor-
tunity to explore on camps 
and at jamborees and all the 
fun that comes with it.

After school, Caroline found 
a good job with prominent 
Melbourne retailer Buckley 
and Nunn, in the clerical de-
partment, and got busy as 
a Guide leader, and also at 
night school to improve her 
administration skills.

As well as a home in 

Melbourne, the Fernies had 
a holiday house at Phillip 
Island where Caroline’s fa-
ther indulged his main pas-
sion, for sailing, by joining 
the Newhaven Yacht Club.

As luck would have it, Bruce 
Talbot, a local professional 
fisherman, was also a mem-
ber. Caroline and Bruce met 
and married in 1968, moved 
to the Island, with sons Dar-
ren (1969) and Chris (1973) 
arriving in short order.

“Honestly, it wasn’t that 
easy moving here for me. I 
was so busy in Melbourne, 
and it just seemed so quiet 
down here.”

But Caroline got involved 
in the yacht club, at the time 
they were building the ma-
rina. She joined the Cubs at 
Bass, as a leader, and when 
there was no Cub pack at 
Newhaven, she started one.

She also joined the kinder 
committee and followed her 
kids to the Newhaven Pri-
mary School and on to the 
Wonthaggi Tech and Won-
thaggi High School where 
she also served long spells 
on the two school councils.

“The best way to get to 
know people was get out 
there and get involved. And 
it’s absolutely true what 
they say, you get so much 
more out of volunteering 
than you ever put in.”

Now it’s an OAM on Aus-
tralia Day. How does that 
feel?

“It’s a bit emotional re-
ally,” says Caroline.

For more of Caroline’s ac-
complishments and to read 
the full story visit sgst.com.au

Medal of the
Order of 
Australia (OAM)
Caroline Talbot 

The former Bass Coast Shire Citizen of the Year, 
Newhaven’s Caroline Talbot has now earned the 
gratitude of a nation with an OAM on Australia Day.

Community service 
a pleasure for 
Caroline Talbot OAM

Medal of the
Order of 
Australia (OAM)
George Bird 

From dairy 
paddocks, 
citizen of the 
year to an OAM

RETIRED dairy farmer 
George Bird is one of the lat-
est recipients of the Medal of 
the Order of Australia (OAM) 
for his service to the commu-
nity of Wonthaggi. Mr Bird 
who has been involved in vari-
ous organisations and causes 
for over six decades has been 
credited with positively im-
pacting the lives of many.

“He’s gentle and kind, and I 
think his nature has also given 
him the opportunity to look at 
others that are not as fortu-
nate as he has been,” George’s 
proud daughter Sue explained.

A special guest at Friday’s 
Rotary Club of Wonthaggi’s 
30th Annual Community 
Services Awards, Mr Bird 
made appearances in multiple 
speeches, including memories 
of the early days of Wonthaggi 
Pony Club of which George 
was a proud and generous 
donor. “…In 1971 there were 
efforts to again form a Pony 
Club and it was officially re-
formed. George Bird allowed 
the front paddock of his farm 
to be used and provided the 
keys to the gate. The following 
year the group of enthusiastic 
youngsters and supporting 
parents joined the Pony Club 
Association. There were 23 
youngsters and three associ-
ates at that time, enough to 
get things moving,” Ashley 

Lamers stated on Friday.
A charter member of the 

Wonthaggi Lions Club, join-
ing in 1961, has seen Mr Bird 
hold various positions over 
the years, including president, 
vice-president, and treasurer. 
He is also a life member of the 
club, and has received several 
awards for his dedication and 
leadership. In addition, he 
served as the district gover-
nor and vice-district governor 
of Lions District 201V3 in the 
late 1970s and early 1980s.

Sue could not be prouder 
of her father’s achievements 
with Mr Bird also a founda-
tion member of the Lance 
Creek Tennis Club and the 
Wonthaggi Orchid Society, 
both of which he still actively 
supports. In a long list of 
voluntary accomplishments 
George was also recognised as 
a former board member of the 
Wonthaggi Anglican Church, 
and a member of the United 
Grand Lodge of Freemasons 
of Victoria since 1957. His 
contributions to the commu-
nity have been recognised by 
various institutions and au-
thorities over the years with 
George named the co-citizen 
of the year by the Bass Coast 
City Council in 2009-10, and 
an honorary member of the 
Rotary Club of Wonthaggi in 
2011-12.
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LAST Friday for Australia Day, I personally 
welcomed nearly 20 new Australian citizens 
into the region. We discussed what it means to 
be Australian – to lend a hand, to give things 
a go, to be a friend. This citizenship ceremony 
was one of many Australia Day events across 
the Bass Coast. It was an honour to welcome 
in so many new people from all parts of the 
world who are committed to displaying the 
values of ‘being an Aussie’. 

Recent events on our beaches have touched 
us all and I know that our community is deep-
ly saddened and affected by recent drownings 
in our region. 

Whilst we live in a beautiful region sur-
rounded by beaches; this is sadly a tragic re-
minder of how dangerous the ocean can be. 
Not only do I extend my deepest condolences 
to the families and friends of the victims – but 
I know the impact these events have had on 
people and I extend my thoughts and sincer-
est thanks to the first responders and other 
beachgoers who tried to save these victims in 
a major multi-agency operation. These sorts 
of events affect us all. Please make sure you 
reach out to friends or family or your doctor 
if you’re feeling negatively impacted by these 
tragic circumstances. 

As always, we encourage all beach users to 
assess the environment and take precautions 
to prevent tragedy by swimming on patrolled 
beaches, checking signs and swimming be-
tween the flags. If you are unsure about condi-
tions on a beach; do not swim there. I beg peo-
ple to please only swim on patrolled beaches 
where there are lifeguards.

We want everyone who comes to enjoy our 
beaches to go home safely.

This week, most children will be going back 
to school and we will all be going back into our 
normal routines - with the leftover memories 
of the holidays. I want to thank all the amaz-
ing businesses and residents who have wel-
comed so many people over the holidays. We 
have had significant tourism and entertain-
ment for our families to enjoy. From festivals 
to fun fairs; music and events; many cruise 
ships and of course a great range of shops 
trading over this time – there’s been plenty to 
do for everyone in the area.

This week at Bass Coast Shire Council, we 
proudly bring in our new CEO Greg Box who 
we are looking forward to working with. Greg 
is a visionary by nature and I know that many 
people have worked with him already on 
some projects in the region. On behalf of all 
Councillors, I would like to congratulate Jodi 
Kennedy on her stewardship and leadership 
while in the Acting CEO position. 

Our warmest wishes and congratulations to 
the following Australia Day Citizen Award re-
cipients who were given Medal of the Order of 
Australia awards: George Bird, Caroline Tal-
bot and Jan Child. What an honour for your 
incredible work, much deserved!

Mayor’s 
Message

Cr Clare
Le Serve 

Mayor’s 
Message
Mayor’s 
Message
Mayor’s 

THE centrepiece of Australia 
Day celebrations in the Bass 
Coast Shire, on Friday, January 
26, was the ceremony in Won-
thaggi where the community 
welcomed 18 new Australian 
citizens.

It was a joyful occasion for the 
families and friends of the 18, 
hosted by Bass Coast Mayor Cr 
Clare Le Serve, with two Mem-
bers of Parliament, Melina Bath 
MLC and Renee Heath MLC in 
attendance, and also with the 
Deputy Mayor Cr Rochelle Hal-
stead and Cr Geoff Ellis present 
when the new Australians each 
pledged allegiance to their new 
country.

“From this time forward,” 
they said, “I pledge my loyalty to 
Australia and its people, whose 
democratic beliefs I share, 
whose rights and liberties I re-
spect, and whose laws I will up-
hold and obey.”

Eastern Victoria Province MP 
Melina Bath stressed the impor-
tance of the rights and respon-
sibilities of being an Australian, 
acknowledging while some had 
already been residents here 
for a long time, all should find 
a way “to embrace your new 
country” by contributing their 
talents and enriching the cul-
ture and one of the best ways to 
do that was by volunteering.

It was a theme picked up by 
2023 Bass Coast Environment 
and Sustainability Award win-
ner, Paul Speirs, a Landcare 
leader who said the community-
based movement could always 

use plenty more helpers.
“I love Bass Coast and I love 

being involved. Getting to vote 
is not the end of democracy. I 
feel as a citizen that I can make 
a difference and we have 100s 
of volunteers prepared to turn 
up one weekend to start plant-
ing and to come back the next 
weekend to complete the job.”

He stressed ‘Bass Coast’ 
wasn’t just about the beach, that 
the hinterland needed some 
love and support from the com-
munity as well and Landcare, 
including its Intrepid Landcare 
arm for Under 35s, was a great 
way to get involved.

But, without doubt, there was 
an obvious highlight when the 
face of the youngest new citizen, 
Maya Jun Cui Parvez, lit up as 
she was presented with a big, 
fluffy penguin keepsake by Cr 
Halstead, together with her 
citizenship certificate by Mayor 
Clare Le Serve.

Everyone else received a na-
tive plant and a book, as well as 
a framed copy of their Austra-
lian Citizenship Certificate.

People from New Zealand, 
China, Papua and New Guinea, 
Bangladesh, Europe and the 
UK were among the recipients, 
and it was smiles and applause 
all round at the end, followed 
by a rousing chorus of ‘Advance 
Australia Fair’.

A meaningful presentation by 
the Bunurong Land Council Ab-
original Corporation, reinforc-
ing the care for country mes-
sage opened proceedings.

18 new citizens welcomed on 
Australia Day in Bass Coast

Eighteen new Australians spoke the oath of allegiance and were presented with their Australian Citizenship at a 
ceremony in Wonthaggi on Australia Day.

Bass Coast’s youngest new citizen, Maya Jun Cui Parvez, 
with her mother Jun Cui, received a special keepsake at the 
citizenship ceremony in Wonthaggi last Friday from Deputy 
Mayor Cr Rochelle Halstead.

Jane and Tony Arnett of Corinella, who came to Australia 
from Birmingham in England 18 years ago with their three 
children, were presented with their Australian citizenship 
by Bass Coast Mayor Cr Clare Le Serve last Friday.



SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES   |   TUESDAY, JANUARY 30, 2024   |   7    

NOW
HIRING

SEND YOUR RESUME TO: korumburra@ourlocalpharmacy.com.au
or drop in personally

This is an exciting opportunity for highly
motivated, aspiring and customer
focused person to join our team.

No qualifications required, full training
provided to the successful applicant.

TerryWhite Chemmart Korumburra

APPLY NOW!

A SOURCE within the 
Bass Coast Shire Council 
has revealed that a central 
part of the shire’s mayoral 
regalia, the historic, gold 
chain of office, has been 
lost, believed stolen.

It is believed the ceremo-
nial chain is worth in excess 
of $50,000, a fact that has 
been confirmed by a former 
Mayor of the Borough of 
Wonthaggi Alan Brown.

“I had the honour of wear-
ing that chain, during three 
consecutive terms as mayor 
and it was only taken out 
of the safe on special occa-
sions and put back again,” 
Mr Brown said.

“If it has been misplaced, 
it must have been stolen be-
cause it’s not something that 
was ever left lying around 
on a desk or in an office.

“The chain was manufac-
tured by Blashki & Sons of 
Rowville, I believe, and each 
time someone was elected 
mayor, an additional link 

was added to the chain with 
the person’s name and term 
of office.

“Those links were solid 
gold.

“Quite apart from the 
monetary value, the piece 
has great historic and cul-
tural significance, and it 
would be a shame if it has 
been lost.”

It could be more than two 
decades since the chain of 
office was last worn. Former 
Bass Coast Mayor, Cr Peter 
Paul, doesn’t remember 
ever seeing the chain from 
when he joined the coun-
cil in 2007. Brian O’Garey 
was Mayor of the Borough 
of Wonthaggi back in the 
1980s.

What happened to the 
chain after the amalgama-
tion of local municipalities, 
including the Shire of Bass, 
Borough of Wonthaggi and 
Shire of Phillip Island in 
December 1994, is un-
known.

Fears Mayor’s chain of office stolen

THE COST of living crises has 
been pulled into sharp focus by the 
Prime Minister, as he called MPs 
back two weeks early for a caucus 
meeting last week. 

The government considered ad-
vice from their finance and trea-
sury departments on how they can 
ease financial pressure and ‘put 
cash back into the pockets of those 
doing it tough.’

Previous strategies put in place 
in an effort to try and ease the cost 
of living, include energy rebates 
and free childcare, and the cur-
rent inquiries into supermarket 
prices are potentially looking to 
put downward pressure on prices 
at the checkout.

While in an interview with Sky 
News last week, Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese initially suggest-
ed changes may be made to Medi-
care, medicines, childcare and su-
permarket prices to help alleviate 
financial burden, it was changes 
to the stage three tax cuts, that got 
the go ahead.

The tax cuts will see an extra $800 
go into the pockets for those on low 
and middle incomes, while those 
earning over $150,000 will see less 
tax cuts than originally planned.  

For those struggling, particularly 
those on low incomes or Centre-
link payments who cannot afford 
basic necessities, the tax cuts are 
negligible, at best.

Jessica Harrison from Austra-
lian Unemployed Workers Union 
(Wonthaggi representative) said 
meaningful change is needed and 
this would constitute increasing 
Centrelink payments to come in 
line, at least, with the Henderson 
poverty line.

“At the moment, people on the 
basic job seeker payments have 
to choose between having a rental 
property or other accommodation, 
or eating, they can’t do both,” Jes-
sica said.

Figures show that the main unem-
ployment payment, the JobSeeker 
allowance, is $375 a week for a sin-
gle person with no children, $227 
below the poverty line.

While the median rent for a two 
bedroom unit in Wonthaggi is $355. 

“The use of charity food banks 
and church provided food parcels 
has skyrocketed and that is how 
people are surviving. Maybe all 
their welfare payment goes towards 
paying the rent, then they have to 
try and work out ways they can eat 
and pay the bills. That’s why those 

basic changes have to be made,” 
said Jessica. 

According to the PM, easing the 
cost of living without increasing in-
flation and driving interest rates up 
once again is a balancing act and 
the tax cuts were the perceived so-
lution to this.

Inflation dropped to 4.3 per cent 
in November from 4.9 per cent, ac-
cording to the from the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics,  which will 
likely see interest rates kept on 
hold for February, but no less fi-
nancial pressure for most. 

For people who are experiencing 
problems with their Centrelink pay-
ments, the Australian Unemployed 
Workers Union can be contacted 
Monday to Friday from 10am to 
2pm on 1800 289 848.

Tax cuts made by government 
to put $800 in some pockets

Former Wonthaggi Borough Mayor, the late Cr Brian 
O’Garey, wearing his chain of office during the visit 
to Wonthaggi by the former Australian Prime Minister 
Bob Hawke.

Jessica Harrison (right) is concerned as people are having to choose 
between a roof over their head and eating. Jessica and Beth (left) are 
part of Housing Matters Bass Coast.



8   |   TUESDAY, JANUARY 30, 2024   |   SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES 

Now let’s
check your
health cover

Thanks for letting us check
your heart health

Not-for-profit, for purpose, private health insurance

www.latrobehealth.com.au

48-52 Inverloch Rd, Wonthaggi 
Phone: 5672 3500 

wonthaggimotorcycles.com.au  
LMCT 11534

H
M

10
58

0-
V1

6

Kawasaki

48-52 Inverloch Road, Wonthaggi Vic 3995
Phone: (03) 5672 3500  Fax: (03) 5672 1493

Email: sales@wonthaggimotorcycles.com.au or tim@wmpe.com.au
wonthaggimotorcycles.com.au

THE BIKE 

THAT BUILDS 

CHAMPIONS

$2500 CASHBACK
ON KX450 & KX450X

IN JANUARY, Latrobe 
Health Services provided 
over 400 free heart tests to 
residents and visitors in In-
verloch, Wonthaggi and Cape 
Paterson.

The 15-minute heart tests 
were completed by a trained 
clinician to check key heart 
health indicators including 
blood pressure, heart rate, 
body composition, diabetes 
risk, and non-fasting choles-
terol levels.

Latrobe Health Services 
CEO, Ian Whitehead, said 
that research has shown that 
regional communities have 
some of the poorest cardio-
vascular health outcomes in 
Australia.

“We’ve now conducted 
more than 2500 heart health 
checks across regional Victo-
ria,” said Mr Whitehead.

“We were at capacity checks 
at all our pop ups. The com-
munity loved the convenience 
of having these checks at 
events and shopping cen-
tres”.

“Like all our heart checks, 
results at the events were 
provided to participants im-
mediately following the test. 
The clinician provided key 
insights on the results, advice 
on how to keep their heart 
healthy, and informed par-
ticipants on how to follow up 
with their GP if further action 
is required,” Mr Whitehead 
said.

Latrobe Health’s free heart 
health checks initiative has 
seen some astounding re-
sults so far.

SiSU Health has reported 

that 29.7 per cent of par-
ticipants have recorded high 
blood pressure, triggering 
683 patients to be referred to 
their GP for a follow up ap-
pointment.

Other results from the heart 
health checks have shown that 
71.8 per cent of participants 
were overweight, 6.3 per cent 
are predicted to develop Type 
2 Diabetes in the next five 
years, and 37 per cent of par-
ticipants had not received a 
blood pressure check in the 
previous 12 months.

Additional free heart tests 
to detect preventable under-
lying heart conditions are 
rolling out across the country 
– that’s thanks to a new part-
nership with private health 
insurer Latrobe Health Ser-
vices, Wesfarmers, SiSU 
Health and the Shane Warne 
Legacy Trust.

For more information about 
Latrobe Health Services free 
heart health checks visit 
latrobehealth.com.au/healthy-
hearts.

To review your private 
health insurance cover or 
for new cover enquiries call 
Latrobe Health Services on 
1300 362 144 or visit latrobe-
health.com.au.

If you’re interested in our 
health checks coming to your 
workplace or community 
event, please contact market-
ing@lhs.com.au

Should you have any con-
cerns about your heart health 
or any other health con-
cerns, please seek the advice 
of your trusted healthcare  
professional.

Award-winning free heart 
health checks a success

THE BIG Red Kidney Bus has 
been parked at the Wonthaggi Hos-
pital for the past two weeks and is 
giving dialysis patients the chance 
to holiday on the Bass Coast.

The bus, named Suzie, travels to 
holiday destinations around Victo-
ria, stopping for four to six weeks at 
a time giving renal patients who are 
normally on strict dialysis sched-
ules the opportunity to vacation 
while still receiving vital treatment.

Across Victoria and Australia, 
most dialysis units are usually 
fully booked, making it nearly im-
possible for patients to holiday in 
a different area or to see family in 
another state.

Professor Peter Kerr, a Nephrolo-
gist from Monash Hospital said the 
number of people needing dialysis 
has increased over the years, mak-
ing the bus a real boon for patients 
wanting to get away. 

“At Monash alone we’ve grown by 
a total of 130 patients over the last 
three or four years. So, where we 
used to run about five or six hun-
dred patients, we’re now up to 750 
patients.”

The bus has been running for 
twelve years by Monash Health to-
gether with Kidney Health Austra-
lia and has a destination schedule 
a year in advance, so patients can 
decide where to go and can book in 
for a single session or for the full 
four or six weeks.

John Gahan is from Buelah in 
the Southern Mallee and has taken 
the opportunity to use the service 
for a month while he and his wife 
stay in Wonthaggi and check out 
the surrounding area.

They have been across to Phillip 

Island and visited the beaches of In-
verloch, and although John hasn’t 
been impressed with the weather, he 
doesn’t mind it being on the cooler 
side as he’s originally from England.

He is very grateful that the bus 
gives him the chance to see new 
places and new faces and to take a 
break from the monotonous dialy-
sis schedule in his hometown. 

Stacey Neill-Andrews is a Reg-
istered Nurse working on the bus 
at Wonthaggi who commented that 
it’s a great place to work as the pa-
tients are always happy to be there. 

It also gives carers the chance to 
meet and form an informal support 
network as they often end up at the 

same places because of the service.
“The patients are just really thank-

ful that we can provide this for them, 
otherwise they just wouldn’t have 
the opportunity. A lot of them are re-
tired, they’ve retired, then got renal 
failure and then they’ve basically got 
a part time job,” said Stacey. 

That part time job is being hooked 
up to a dialysis machine three times 
a week for five hours each day. 

At the end of each stay on the bus, 
patients are asked about the destina-
tions they would like to visit; these 
destinations are considered and or-
ganised where possible, giving pa-
tients the chance to discover great 
destinations around Victoria. 

The Big Red Kidney Bus 
is in the Bass Coast

John Gaha, from Buelah is using the Big Red Kidney Bus service 
in Wonthaggi so he can take a holiday with his wife and check out 
the Bass Coast, pictured with registered nurse Stacey Neill–Andrews. 
ob01_0524
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NEW Gippsland Southern 
Health Service Aboriginal li-
aison officer Sonia Weston 
wants local Aboriginal people 
to feel comfortable using their 
local hospital.

Ms Weston’s new role, shared 
with South Gippsland Hos-
pital at Foster, is designed to 
make the health services more 
culturally safe for Aboriginal 
people to access.

As someone who previously 
travelled out of the area to ac-
cess an Aboriginal health ser-
vice, Ms Weston is well placed 
to help the community.

“Members of our local Ab-
original community aren’t ac-
cessing local services and are 
instead going outside the re-
gion to go to Aboriginal health 
services,” she said.

“I was one of them – I used 
to go to the service in Fitzroy. 
They want it to feel culturally 
safe and it’s also generational 
stemming back to the Stolen 
Generation and we’re trying to 
overcome that. 

“People will know that I’ve 
been in the same boat and 
struggled to access services 
and hopefully they can benefit 
from that.”

Ms Weston said she was at-
tracted to the job to try to help 
others.

“I wanted to be able to make 
the service more accessible for 
our mob,” she said.

She is already making a 

mark.
“Because it’s a new posi-

tion, there has been a lot of 
networking to get it started, 
including connecting with oth-
er Aboriginal liaison officers 
at other hospitals including 
Latrobe, Warragul and Bass 
Coast,” Ms Weston said.

Ms Weston recently con-
ducted a welcome ceremony 
at Hillside Lodge where two 
residents are from the Stolen 
Generation, and she has intro-
duced a possum skin cloak to 
be given to Aboriginal children 
born at the health services.

The welcome ceremony was 
an emotional time.

“One of the residents cried 
because he felt so over-
whelmed by being recognised 
for who he is. It makes a big 
change for him to have a cul-
tural connection,” Ms Weston 
said.

“We also heard stories from 
non-Indigenous residents who 
didn’t know much about Indig-
enous people when they were 
young. They really embraced 
it and it’s very rewarding for 
me.”

Before taking this role, Ms 
Weston worked in cultural 
heritage and community 
engagement and had earli-
er managed an Aboriginal 

health service.
GSHS CEO Lou Sparkes 

said the position was funded 
as part of the health service’s 
Aboriginal Cultural Safety 
program to help First Nations 
people to feel safe in accessing 
local health services.

“We are aiming to connect 
with our First Nations groups 
because we know their health 
outcomes are poor and they 
often don’t seek treatment be-
cause they are scared to come 
to hospital, a lot of which is 
connected to what happened 
in the past, particularly those 
from the Stolen Generation,” 
Ms Sparkes said.

The role also involves sup-
porting GSHS staff to under-
stand why it’s important to 
have a welcoming environment 
for Aboriginal people.

“Sonia will often sit in the 
staff team room and yarn 
about how First Nations people 
see things and what the barri-
ers might be, which helps with 
our staff education and under-
standing about what supports 
them to access services and 
feel safe,” Ms Sparkes said.

Ms Weston is GSHS’s first 
Aboriginal Liaison Officer. Ms 
Sparkes added that GSHS was 
sharing the role with South 
Gippsland Hospital to ensure 
Aboriginal people across the 
region feel safe accessing ser-
vices in both health services in 
South Gippsland.

GIPPSLAND Women’s Health has been 
congratulated on their funding success 
for a unique program that aims to reduce 
gendered violence and sexual harassment 
in local government workplaces.

Chair of One Gippsland Cr Ian Bye said, 
“We are thrilled with the successful out-
come of this funding application and the 
opportunity to work with Gippsland Wom-
en’s Health, TAFE Gippsland, Federation 
University and Gippsland Centre Against 
Sexual Assault to eliminate gendered vio-
lence and sexual harassment across all six 
Gippsland councils.”

The project aims to build the capacity of 
local government to respond in the work-
place, and to prevent violence before it oc-
curs. 

“Unfortunately, local government enti-
ties in Gippsland have advised the Gender 
Equality Commission that up to nine per 
cent of their employees have informally 
reported sexual harassment in the work-
place,” Cr Bye explained.

“We need to do better to create safer and 
more respectful workplace for everyone, 
and in turn a healthier community.” 

“Preventing gendered violence in the 
workplace is achieved through systemic 
change. This change begins with the sup-
port and acknowledgment from the State 
Government, and through the commit-
ment of Local Government leadership to 
act. We are excited to continue our work 
and scale up our efforts with local coun-
cils in ending gendered violence, which 
continues to impact our region year on 
year,” said CEO of Gippsland Women’s 
Health, Kate Graham.

Gippsland has some of the highest rates 
of gendered and family violence in Vic-
toria, with three local government areas 
ranking in the top four LGA’s in Victoria 
for family violence reporting, indicating a 
culture of violence against women that of-
ten filters through into the workplace.

Gippsland secures 
funding for safer 

workplaces
New officer making 

health culturally safe

Sonia Weston has joined the Gippsland Southern Health 
Service and South Gippsland Hospital teams as the first 
Aboriginal Liaison Officer.
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         COUNCIL MEETINGS

Wednesday 21 February 2.00pm 
(Council Chambers, Leongatha)

Dates are also listed on Council’s website at:

www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/meeting-
dates

To watch the ‘open’ part of the meeting live or 
when it suits you, visit:

www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/live

Please contact the Governance Team for 
questions about Council Meetings

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Looking for a new job? We might have the 
perfect position for you!

Check out our current vacant positions here: 

www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
vacantpositions

South Gippsland Shire Council News

IMPOUNDING OF VEHICLES
Council impounded the following vehicles 
in accordance with Schedule 11 of the Local 
Government Act 1989.
Boat & Home-made Boat Trailer picked up from 
Inverloch-Venus Bay Road, Tarwin Lower (1 
November 2023).
Colour: Black
Year: Unknown
Holden Sedan picked up from Stanley Street, 
Toora (13 October 2023).
Colour: Maroon
Year: 1999
Registration Number: N/A 
Engine Number:6H8VTL69HXL483050
Unless the vehicles are collected and relevant fees 
paid within 14 days of the date of this notice, the 
vehicles will be offered for sale to the public.

For enquiries, please contact Council’s Community 
Safety team on 5662 9200 during office hours.
REQUEST FOR TENDER

Council is seeking submissions from qualified 
companies/applicants for the following:

RFT/378 – Shingler Street Leongatha, Road 
Rehabilitation

Tenders close at 2.00pm AEDT on Tuesday 13 
February 2023. 

Documentation is available from Council’s 
e-Tendering Portal:

www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/tenders

CONTACT US
9 Smith Street, Leongatha
03 5662 9200
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au

The Future of Coal Creek 
The future of Coal Creek Community 
Park and Museum is now up for 
discussion!
At the final Council meeting for 2023, 
the Coal Creek Discussion Paper was 
endorsed for community feedback. 
The Discussion Paper outlines the 
Parks current situation, including key 
issues, strategic planning and proposes 
potential options for the future to get the 
conversation started.
South Gippsland Shire Council 
encourages residents, visitors and 
stakeholders to share thoughtful 
feedback about what is currently 
working well at the Park, areas for 
improvement and a direction for its 
future. 
To provide in-person feedback, Council will 

be holding pop-ups at the following events: 
• Friday 2 February (12 noon to 

3.00pm) – Leongatha (near Memorial 
Hall)

• Friday 2 February (5.30pm to 8.30pm) 
– Korumburra (Coal Creek)

• Saturday 17 February (9.00am to 
12 noon) – Foster (Prom Country 
Farmers’ Market)

• Saturday 24 February (9.00am to 12 
noon) – Mirboo North (Mirboo North 
Market) 

To read the discussion paper and 
contribute to the survey online, please 
visit:
yoursay.southgippsland.vic.gov.au 
Feedback will be accepted until 31 
March 2024.   

Attention all artists and artist collectives!

As part of the 50-year anniversary celebrations happening 
at Coal Creek Community Park and Museum, we are inviting 
artists to respond to the theme of ‘What will South Gippsland 
or the World look like in 50 years?’

The opportunity will not only showcase your work to an array 
of residents and visitors alike, but also provide a chance to be 
selected for the People’s Choice Award. 

The work/object with the most votes will give its maker/s a 
membership or renewal to an arts organisation or network up 
to the value of $300.

To fi nd further details of this rare arts opportunity and make a 
submission, head to:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/coalcreek50

Hurry! Expressions of Interest close Wednesday 14 February.  

50 Years of Coal Creek
Exhibition Opportunity
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CALLING ALL 
CREATIVE PEOPLE

The Rescue Station has an increasing number of  
organisations wanting their clients and/or  

members to participate in creative activities. 
This means we need to expand our bank of creative group 
facilitators. There is no formal qualification for this however 
group facilitators will need to hold a Working With Children 

check and have knowledge of a variety of art mediums.  
This is a paid contracted position.

For further information please contact 
Wendy 0408 721 949 or Sandra 0419 132 860 

or email: rescuestationarts@gmail.com

HELLO South Gippsland.
After a break over Christmas and the New 

Year, Councillors will be back to briefings 
and meetings this week. While it has been 
great to have a break to reconnect with fam-
ily and friends, we all look forward to another 
year of conversations and progress in South 
Gippsland.

Something that has been a key focus of 
this Councillor group has been listening and 
responding on behalf of our community. 
Councillors Rae, Gilligan and myself took the 
opportunity to reconnect with some of our 
Coastal Promontory Ward community, ven-
turing down to Port Welshpool, Foster and 
Yanakie. We also travelled around looking 
at landslips and the effects that recent wild 
weather has had on our landscape and towns. 
These opportunities are truly priceless and 
allow us to better represent the views of our 
community. Thank you to everyone who came 
along and spoke with us.

Councillors joined our community in cel-
ebrating Australia Day. With 12 events hap-
pening across our beautiful Shire, there was 
certainly plenty to choose from.

Events such as these don’t happen without 
the hard work of many volunteers who not 
only organise the events, but cook the food 
and make sure everyone is having a great time. 
Where would we be without our volunteers?!

Events
Are you a music lover who is looking for 

an event to sing the night away at? Look no 
further than the Summer Series or Charley 
Crockett. Both of these are being held at Coal 
Creek and are sure to be a feast for the ears.

To view all the events happening around 
South Gippsland, please visit: https://visit-
southgippsland.com.au

If you are an event organiser, you can also 
pop in a request to add your event to that page 
– a great option if you would like to expand 
those who come along to your event.

Community Engagement
The Coal Creek Community Park and Mu-

seum engagement is off and running, with a 
pop-up event being held in Tarwin Lower on 
Australia Day. There are other pop-up events 
scheduled across the Shire:
•  February 2, 12 noon to 3pm: Near Memorial 

Hall, Leongatha.
•  February 2, 5.30pm to 8.30pm: Coal Creek, 

Korumburra.
•  February 17, 9am to 12 noon: Prom Coun-

try Farmers Market, Foster.
•  February 24, 9am to 12 noon: Mirboo North 

Market.
There is also an online survey and a spot 

to upload a written submission on Council’s 
Your Say South Gippsland platform.

To view any current or past engagements 
run by Council, please visit: https://yoursay.
southgippsland.vic.gov.au

Mayor’s 
Message 

Cr Clare
Williams

THE COMMUNITIES of Port Welshpool, 
Welshpool, Foster and Yanakie had the 
chance to catch up with South Gippsland 
Shire Councillors last week when they 
took to the road.

Cr Clare Williams, Cr Scott Rae and Cr 
Sarah Gilligan’s first stop was the Port 
Welshpool Old Ferry Terminal. 

Following this, the trio took a spin to 
look at landslips and the damage caused 
by heavy rains and flooding before making 
a stop the Welshpool Pub to replenish. 

Foster Library was next followed by 
Lance Moon Park, Yanakie and then Gur-
neys’ Cidery in Foster. 

The overwhelming issue that communi-
ty members and business owners raised 
was that of poor drainage – and the sub-
sequent impact on all infrastructure in 
the area. 

The flooding of roads due to poor drain-
age is damaging and eroding them at a 
rate faster than they can be fixed, creat-
ing dangerous driving conditions.

Damage from heavy downpours is cre-
ating hazardous walkways and paths for 
people in towns.

The rail trail, a great tourist attraction 
has also been damaged in places, leading 
to it becoming almost unusable.  

Poor drainage in towns themselves are 
a major issue and as we saw in Decem-
ber, flash flooding in Toora and Welsh-
pool caused major damage and costs to 
businesses and homes.

Cr Gilligan mentioned that while the 
rain is brilliant for agriculture and cre-
ates some of the best farming condi-
tions in Australia, the infrastructure is 
not coping with the demand that heavy 
downpours bring or the demand created 
by heavy haulage or freight trucks, lead-
ing to a perfect storm of drainage issues. 

In the meantime, Cr Gilligan com-
mented that the whole coast of South 
Gippsland requires Coastal Hazard map-
ping, the likes of which have been under-
taken between Venus Bay and Cape Lip-
trap, to plan for the future. 

Community plans will be updated and 
a streamlined, localised emergency re-
sponse plan created.

This plan will include and draw on sur-
rounding emergency services, with each 
community feeding into one plan, to pro-
duce a well-oiled emergency response 
strategy for future disasters. 

Other requests made by locals include a 
new public toilet block for the Long Jetty 
in Port Welshpool along with more bins to 
cater to greater numbers of tourists (and 
their rubbish) coming to the area. 

Issues experienced by members of com-
munity groups that use buildings on state 
land but have had council funding and 
need approval from ParksVic, struggle to 
navigate this complicated territory, and 
council plans to details and streamline 
this process for clarity and ease going 
forward. 

The trio wrapped up their day at Gur-
neys Cider and in support of the local 
business carried brown bags of tinkling 
bottles away, and importantly, with a 
greater understanding of what our com-
munities need. 

FRIENDS of Coal Creek 
(FOCC) want to hear 
people’s views on the at-
traction’s future and has 
organised a meeting on 
Monday February 5 at 
the site to gather every-
one’s input and ensure 
its submission to coun-
cil on the subject reflects 
community wishes.

FOCC president Roger 
Powell believes it would 
be an ‘awful shame’ to 
lose Coal Creek Commu-
nity Park and Museum 
given its tourism poten-
tial and proximity to an 
expanding Melbourne.

However, he stressed 
that will happen if peo-
ple don’t take an inter-
est during the current 
consultation period and 
share their ideas for 
Coal Creek’s future with 
South Gippsland Shire 
Council by the end of 
March.

FOCC acknowledges 
Coal Creek can’t contin-
ue to run as it has been, 
agreeing the facility is “at 
a crossroads”, as stated 
in council’s Coal Creek 
Discussion Paper.

That paper outlines 
three key proposals for 
Coal Creek, being to re-
juvenate it, pursue a new 
direction, or close it.

“We support this pro-
cess council is putting 
forward to engage people 
about what Coal Creek 
needs to have as a fu-
ture,” Roger said.

He added that FOCC 
will do its utmost to 
encourage community 
members to become en-
gaged in the process so 
they understand the is-
sues involved and can 
help identify solutions.

“The status quo is not 
achieving anything, and 
it’s being run on the smell 
of an oily rag,” Roger said 
of Coal Creek, stressing 
FOCC realises council is 
bound by financial con-
straints.

He pointed out there 
are 60 plus buildings, 
three of which are heri-
tage-listed, and that Coal 
Creek has museum sta-
tus and a vast collection 
of pioneer items, but is 
currently maintained on 
a budget of just $840,000 
a year.

Roger said there has al-
ways been a lack of con-
tinuous funding to main-
tain Coal Creek.

“We’ve got to work out 
how we get that funding 
to be more permanent 

and more sustainable,” 
he said.

Roger will chair the 
upcoming FOCC public 
meeting, explaining its 
purpose is not to dwell 
on what has happened 
at Coal Creek previously 
but rather to discuss its 
future.

“We’ve got to find a way 
through to get a sustain-
able future for what we 
see as an icon for South 
Gippsland and a gateway 
for the tourist industry 
here,” the FOCC presi-
dent said, emphasising 
Coal Creek’s importance 
in holding events and 
bringing people together.

Roger expressed his 
appreciation that coun-
cil has made Coal Creek 
available for what is ex-
pected to be a well-at-
tended gathering.

Those keen to have 
their say on the attrac-
tion’s future are encour-
aged to read the Coal 
Creek Discussion Pa-
per at yoursay.southgi-
ppsland.vic.gov.au or to 
view it at council’s Leon-
gatha office before pro-
viding their feedback.

The FOCC meeting at 
Coal Creek commences 
at 5pm on Monday Feb-
ruary 5.

Council trio take a tour

Friends of Coal Creek’s (FOCC) Janet and Roger Powell are encouraging 
people to provide constructive ideas on the attraction’s future at a February 5 
meeting which FOCC president Roger will chair. A19_0524

Friends of Coal Creek 
calls community meeting

By Andrew Paloczi
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Danny O’BRIENMP
State Member for Gippsland South

 (03) 5144 1987

 dannyobrienmp

SHOP LOCAL  
AND SUPPORT 
LOCAL JOBS

    danny.obrien@parliament.vic.gov.au
     54B Cunninghame St, Sale VIC 3850

 dannyobrienmp.com.au

Working for Gippsland South

for Regional Victoria

LIBRARY
ADVENTURES —
AT MYLI
ADVENTURES —

visit: myli.org.au

Join the Myli team for StoryTime,
Baby Rhyme Time, Lego Club,
STEAM events and more!  

1800 44 6954

Whether you’re looking for books, 
movies, games, workshops, or more, 
you’ll be amazed by the variety and 
quality of resources and events 
available. Come and explore the library 
today and see what you can learn, 
create, and enjoy.

THE Korumburra Library, unveiled in 
November of last year, is a modern and 
inclusive space situated at the heart of the 
Korumburra community. Designed by the 
renowned architects Francis-Jones Car-
penter Studio, the library provides a wel-
coming and easily accessible environment 
for all visitors.

Featuring contemporary architecture, 
large windows, and a balcony, the Korum-
burra Library offers a comfortable setting 
for both individual study and communal 
activities. It hosts an extensive collection 
of books catered to the varied interests 
of the community, while also embracing 
technology with amenities such as free Wi-
Fi, video game consoles, and public com-
puters. The library is set to introduce 24/7 
membership this year, allowing members 
to access the library outside of staffed 
hours.

The Korumburra Library caters to vari-
ous age groups through its resources and 
events, offering designated areas for chil-
dren and teenagers. The library hosts Sto-
ry Time sessions every Monday at 10am, 
followed by Baby Rhyme Time sessions 
at 11am. Additionally, Monday Movies 
at 2pm are screened weekly; while some 
films are rated M and therefore not suit-
able for children, all Monday Movies dur-
ing school holidays will be rated PG.

An exciting upcoming event at Korum-
burra on Wednesday, February 14, at 
11am is our ChatGPT Information Ses-
sion. Presented by Drift Media, partici-
pants will explore ChatGPT’s language 
skills, engage in AI-driven conversations, 
witness nuanced responses, and dive 
into the world of AI possibilities. Whether 
you’re tech-curious or fascinated by AI, 
the workshops promise an enlightening 
and hands-on experience. The ChatGPT 
information session will also be hosted at 
Warragul, Phillip Island, and Pakenham. 
Bookings are essential via our Eventbrite 
page: myli.au/chat2024

To learn more, head to our website myli.
au, contact our Support Centre on 1800 
44 6954 or visit your local library branch.

Myli’s new Library  
in Korumburra

KORUMBURRA commu-
nity members are encour-
aged to offer ideas on how to 
make their already friendly 
town even more welcoming 
for newcomers.

That question was posed 
through the ‘Helping Hands’ 
project, which connects lo-
cal people and community 
groups who wish to share 
ideas and help out in Ko-
rumburra.

The revamped korum-
burra3950.com.au website 
and Facebook are being used 
to promote community dis-
cussion of positive initiatives.

As previously reported in 
the Sentinel-Times, ‘Helping 
Hands’ is a project of Ko-
rumburra Staying Strong, 

a group that sprang up 
through efforts to build re-
silience in the town and suc-
ceeded in obtaining Founda-
tion for Rural and Regional 
Renewal funding to do so.

Project coordinator for 
‘Helping Hands’, Craig Pan-
agiris described the inten-
tion behind the ‘Helping 
Hands’ initiative.

“It’s about encouraging ev-
eryone to put a little bit in 
so we can see some of these 
projects through,” Craig 
said.

“We’re not going to deliver 
the projects but we’ll guide 
and support the community 
members.”

Locals are already acting 
on recent ideas put forward.

One lady discovered a band 
of helpers keen to join her 
quest to establish a Korum-
burra Park Run when she 
floated the idea through the 
3950 website and Facebook.

Others are enthusiastically 
working on the establish-
ment of a dog park in the 
town.

Craig is delighted with the 
positive response by com-
munity members to ‘Helping 
Hands’ ideas, and by the way 
people are banding together 
with others keen to achieve 
specific local projects. 

A partnership between Ko-
rumburra Community Devel-
opment and Action (KCDA) 
and Korumburra Staying 
Strong led to the remodelled 

3950 website.
As well as inviting local 

feedback on ideas to improve 
the town, the site highlights 
events in Korumburra and 
surrounds as well as provid-
ing contact information for 
local community groups.

As regards the latest call 
for ideas, feedback was 
again constructive.

Korumburra local David 
Amor delivered a succinct 
and positive response to the 
question, “How can we (bet-
ter) welcome newcomers to 
Korumburra?”

“Treat all as equal, have a 
barbecue meet and greet and 
put out information to get all 
involved, and show how good 
this town is,” David said.

Boosting welcoming spirit in Korumburra

THERE was a special ad-
dition to this year’s Australia 
Day afternoon tea at the Le-
ongatha Rotary Art and Pho-
tography Show, with Vermont 
South’s Indie Challis winning 
the inaugural Luciblooms Me-
morial Youth Award for junior 
artists.

The Award was created by 
artist Anne Forbes of Mir-
boo North in memory of her 
daughter Lucia Berghella.

Indie’s winning painting is 
titled ‘Budgie’.

“It’s a good legacy for my 
daughter and her love of art,” 
Anne said after the presen-
tation of the award and two 
honourable mentions.

Leongatha’s Niya Manava-
lan, with her work ‘The Cam-
ouflaged Muse’ and Ruby’s 
Amber Verboon, with ‘Sunset 
Beach’, received those ac-
knowledgements.

“I find painting a great way 
to express myself and to prac-
tise mindfulness,” Anne told 
her audience at Leongatha 
Memorial Hall during a mov-
ing presentation ceremony.

She spoke of Lucia, who 
passed away in her sleep aged 
just 13 due to Sudden Un-
expected Death in Epilepsy 
(SUDEP), having not been 
formally diagnosed with epi-
lepsy.

“Lucia is remembered as be-
ing a fun, energetic, intelligent 
and cheeky bright spark who 
loved to paint and listen to 
music and being around her 
friends,” Anne said.

Mother and daughter en-
joyed painting together.

Anne approached Leon-
gatha Rotarian and Koonwar-
ra-based artist Bob Hickman 
about establishing the Luc-
iblooms Award and he was 
taken with the idea.

“I was overjoyed and I said, 
‘Yes please’,” Bob said of his 
reaction when asked about 
the prospect of establishing 
the award in Lucia’s honour 
to promote the creativity of 
young artists.

He highlighted the in-
creased effort Leongatha 
Rotary has put into encour-
aging young artists over re-
cent years by providing free 

canvases to local schools, 
something that has boosted 
junior entries in the Art and 
Photography Show.

“Arts education is critical for 
helping students develop cre-
ativity, critical thinking and 
problem-solving abilities,” 
Bob said.

Anne expressed her appre-
ciation to those at Leongatha 
Rotary Club for agreeing to 
the new award.

She said about 200,000 
people in Australia currently 
live with epilepsy, with a third 
of them not responding to the 
medications they are given.

“SUDEP occurs in approxi-
mately one in 1000 people 

and we don’t know what 
causes it, so there really is a 
greater need for research and 
promotion of it because a lot 
of people with epilepsy don’t 
know this can occur,” Anne 
said.

The Luciblooms Memorial 
Youth Award is open to those 
from primary school age 
through to 18 years, ensuring 
Anne had plenty of works to 
consider when selecting her 
winners at the Memorial Hall.

Indie received a $200 prize 
for her winning painting, with 
Niya and Amber awarded 
$100 each, and Anne hopes 
the trio will be encouraged to 
continue with their art.

New youth art award honours 
memory of Lucia Berghella

Amber Verboon and Niya Manavalan with their paintings which received honourable 
mentions, with Luciblooms Memorial Youth Award founder Anne Forbes and winning 
artist Indie Challis. A15_0524
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Wonthaggi Mitsubishi 
346 Bass Highway, Wonthaggi VIC 3995
T (03) 5672 1122    LMCT 8179
www.wonthaggimitsubishi.com.au          

Leongatha Mitsubishi
1 Hughes Street, Leongatha VIC 3953
T (03) 5662 4088    LMCT 8179
www.leongathamitsubishi.com.au

Do your thing and do it in outlandish style. Reimagined, redesigned and remarkably redefined, the all-new Outlander
with Super-All Wheel Control* gives you the freedom to be yourself, wherever you want to be. Its powerful presence,

impressive stance and intuitive technology inspire confidence wherever the journey takes you.

*AWD models only. Conditions apply. Excludes Government, Rental and National Business customers. See Mitsubishi-motors.com.au for further details. 10 Year/200,000km New Car Warranty (whichever occurs first and when all scheduled services are completed at a Mitsubishi Dealership). 10 Year/150,000km Capped Price Servicing (whichever 
occurs first). Includes the first 10 regular services (at 15,000km/12 month scheduled intervals). Some items excluded or subject to separate warranty. Any non-regular service/repair items are at an additional cost, Servicing must be completed by a Mitsubishi Dealer within 7,500kms or 6 months of the service due date. Valid from date of vehicle 
registration. Always consult your authorised Mitsubishi Dealer for the latest details, options, availability and conditions on New Vehicle Warranty. Exceed model shown. MMA2307

XX STREET ST, SUBURB, STATE
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Don’t hesitate… call us today

Do your thing and do it in outlandish style. Reimagined, redesigned and remarkably redefined, the all-new Outlander
with Super-All Wheel Control* gives you the freedom to be yourself, wherever you want to be. Its powerful presence,

impressive stance and intuitive technology inspire confidence wherever the journey takes you.

*AWD models only. Conditions apply. Excludes Government, Rental and National Business customers. See Mitsubishi-motors.com.au for further details. 10 Year/200,000km New Car Warranty (whichever occurs first and when all scheduled services are completed at a Mitsubishi Dealership). 10 Year/150,000km Capped Price Servicing (whichever 
occurs first). Includes the first 10 regular services (at 15,000km/12 month scheduled intervals). Some items excluded or subject to separate warranty. Any non-regular service/repair items are at an additional cost, Servicing must be completed by a Mitsubishi Dealer within 7,500kms or 6 months of the service due date. Valid from date of vehicle 
registration. Always consult your authorised Mitsubishi Dealer for the latest details, options, availability and conditions on New Vehicle Warranty. Exceed model shown. MMA2307

XX STREET ST, SUBURB, STATE
HOMETOWNMITSUBISHI.COM.AU | 1300 911 850

Tritons in stock for 
immediate delivery

NEW Mitsubishi 
Triton GLX

4x4 single cab auto 
cab chassis with alloy tray

NEW Mitsubishi 
Triton GLX-R 

4x4 dual cab 
auto pickup

NEW Mitsubishi 
Triton GLS 
4x4 dual cab 
auto pickup

NEW Mitsubishi 
Triton Xtreme 
4x4 auto pickup

DEMO Mitsubishi 
Triton GLX 

4x2 dual cab auto pickup
with bullbar, roller cover 

and much more!

$45,000 
DRIVE AWAY 

$51,490 
DRIVE AWAY 

$55,490 
DRIVE AWAY 

$71,990 
DRIVE AWAY 

$46,000 
DRIVE AWAY 

1. Recommended DRIVE AWAY selling price for Private customers only, including 12 months registration, CTP Insurance Cost Estimate, Stamp Duty and an estimated Dealer Delivery Charge. Actual drive away price may vary depending on your state/territory, 
individual circumstances, choice of insurer and any options/accessories selected.  Metallic/pearlscent/premium paint may come at additional cost.  Please contact your local Mitsubishi Dealer to  confirm drive away price.  Excludes Government, Rental and 
National Fleet customers.  Extended order times may apply.  Offer available on selected new and demonstrator vehicles purchased at participating Mitsubishi dealers.  Mitsubishi reserves the right to change or extend these offers.  See participating dealers for 
full terms and conditions. Offers available from 22/1/24 to 29/2/24.  @Mistubishi Motors Australia Limited  ABN 53 007 870 395.  MIT0037_FP_A

Brand new kinder for Korumburra kids
THE CUTTING of the ribbon at 

the brand new Karmai Childrens 
Community Centre Kinder was 
followed by cheers and clapping 
from the team who’ve spent the 
past twelve months working on 
the project.

The new, purpose designed and 
built facility has been constructed 
on the corner of the Korumburra 
Primary school grounds.

Two separate, large, light filled 
playrooms with adjoining meet-
ing rooms, kitchen, landscaped 
gardens, and a playground with 
all abilities access, complete the 
kinder. 

The KCCC Kinder program ca-
ters to four and five year olds and 
has been operating from an old 

building on the Korumburra Pri-
mary school grounds for the last 
few years.

The new site will allow provi-
sion for greater numbers of chil-
dren to attend, holding up to two 
groups of 33 children each, cre-
ating an additional twenty places.

The final touches are being 
added to the site including furni-
ture, a gazebo, playground, and 
landscaping, readying it for the 
first day of kinder on Monday, 
February 5. 

The KCCC team comment-
ed that having the new cen-
tre so close to other Korum-
burra schools and childcare 
centres has helped to form 
an education like precinct for  

Korumburra and makes it easier 
for families.

“Just having it on the site of the 
school, is obviously a massive ad-
vantage for parents that have got 
kids at the primary school, they’ll 
just drive through, drop the kind-
er kids off, drop the school kids. 
It’s just seamless,” said Peewee 
Lewis, Secretary of KCCC. 

“It’s also fantastic for the little 
ones that have got older siblings. 
They can literally watch their sib-
lings playing out in the school 
grounds.” 

Despite being a difficult site to 
build and landscape due to its 
sloping nature, Jamie Hutchi-
son President of KCCC said the 
team, which included the primary 

school, builders, landscapers and 
SGSC, met fortnightly for over a 
year and worked together ex-
tremely well, making it a smooth 
process. 

“The school gave up their netball 
court for our car park and they’ve 
been so accommodating for the 
construction work. They’ve been 
amazing to deal with and even the 
builder commented that this has 
been one of the simplest sites, 
because of how well everyone’s 
worked together,” she said.

The KCCC team commented 
that the new kinder heralds a 
positive and vibrant start to 2024 
and the educators are excited to 
welcome children to the new site 
for the year ahead.

The brand new Karmai Kinder has opened in Korumburra with Jamie Hutchison President KCCC and Grant Newman, Victorian 
School Building Authority cutting the ribbon to herald the opening. Between them is Deb Ellams KCCC, Tim O’Grady from 
Fleetwood, Peewee Lewis KCCC, Pule Seane Manager Kinder Infrastructure Delivery, Peter Cook from SGSC, and Chloe Townley 
KCCC. ob03_0524

WITH the summer holidays at 
an end and school children right 
across the state returning to their 
classrooms, The Nationals Mem-
ber for Gippsland South Danny 
O’Brien is reminding motorists 
that school speed zones are back 
in force.

Mr O’Brien highlighted that the 
reduced speed limits are enacted 
around schools between 8am - 
9.30am and 2.30pm - 4pm every 
weekday during Victorian school 
terms, except for public holidays.

“With the increase in foot and 
road traffic that comes with the 
morning pick-up and drop-off it’s 
crucial that motorists slow down 
and be alert around schools,” Mr 
O’Brien said.

“While we all do our best to ed-
ucate our children around road 
safety practices, the excitement of 
starting school or seeing friends 
after several weeks can easily led 
to distractions and mistakes.

“Reducing your speed is a 
small action you can take to re-
duce risk and help keep our chil-
dren safe.

According to research conduct-
ed at the Queensland University 
for Technology*, a car travelling 
at 50km/h will typically require 
36 metres to stop, while a car 
travelling at 40km/h will stop in 
27 metres while also significantly 
reducing the risk of death if a pe-
destrian is struck.

Mr O’Brien said while five or 
10km/h might not seem like a 
huge deal, it was clear that re-
ducing speed reduces risk.

“Save yourself the fine and 
maybe even a life by slowing 
down and ensuring you are trav-
elling at a speed that will allow 
you to stop suddenly if needed.”

Slow down for 
School zones



14   |   TUESDAY, JANUARY 30, 2024   |   SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES 

AUSTRALIA DAY 2024 HONOURS

YVONNE Morrison 
was honoured to receive 
a Medal of the Order of 
Australia (OAM) for her 
services to equestrian 
sport.

Born into a local eques-
trian family, Yvonne grew 
up with a love and re-
spect for horses.

In the 1850s, her an-
cestor George Watson 
brought hounds from 
Northern Ireland and 
developed the Mel-
bourne Hunt Club.

He was later an influ-
ential figure in the Victo-
rian Racing Club.

Yvonne was born in 
Leongatha and grew up 
in Middle Tarwin.

Her father was a life 
member of the Leon-
gatha Show Society and 
Yvonne began riding in 
the shows at just four 
years old.

At age six, she start-
ed riding her horse to 
school with her siblings 
– five kilometres there 
and back.

Later, they became 
part of the Berrys Creek 
Pony Club.

Her mother became a 
life member and Yvonne 
would follow in those 
footsteps.

Yvonne is an active 
rider and has been a 
coach for many years, a 
role she has enjoyed.

“I enjoy helping people 
look after their horses 
and take pleasure in 
helping them develop a 
relationship,” she said.

Yvonne has coached in 
Olympic disciplines and 
horsemanship, as well 
as at Pony Clubs around 
Victoria. 

Yvonne is still coach-
ing, as well as taking on 
roles such as volunteer 
judge of State Pony Club 
Championship compe-
titions, and team man-
ager and coach of Pony 
Club of Australia and 
Equestrian Victoria. 

She has been a course 
builder and a level three 
steward for dressage 

and show jumping, en-
suring riders respect the 
rules of competition and 
their fellow competitors.

Out at Yancowinna in 
Cape Paterson, Yvonne 
was a former organiser 
of the One Day Event 
Horse Trials.

A world class facility 
was provided for rid-
ers to demonstrate their 
skills and qualify to 
compete internationally.

When the property 
was sold, the trials were 
moved to the middle of 
the racecourse at Stony 
Creek.

Yvonne is also a volun-
teer for the Melbourne 
International Three Day 
Event in June. 

This is a level three 
qualification event, 
which will see riders 
qualify for the Olympics. 

Another highlight was 
being an official at the 
2000 Sydney Olympics.

“It was of hard work 
over 21 days – it was a 
lot of commitment, but I 
really enjoyed the expe-
rience,” Yvonne said.

The amazing experi-
ences for Yvonne contin-
ued as she worked as an 
Equestrian Federation 
International official in 
countries like New Zea-
land, Canada and Amer-
ica.

Yvonne has also taken 
two junior and young rid-
er national teams over-
seas to destinations such 
as the South Island in 
New Zealand and India.

Currently, Yvonne is the 
president of the Stony 
Creek Adult Riding Club. 

Yvonne said she is very 
proud of her family and 
the impact they have also 
had in equestrian sup-
port.

Her daughter Cindy has 
competed in Korea and 
India, and her son Rus-
sell was the most suc-
cessful rider in his young 
rider team in England.

He has also competed 
in India and worked in 
Ireland. 

Medal of the
Order of 
Australia 
(OAM)
Yvonne 
Morrison

Medal of the Order of 
Australia (OAM)
Colin Mitchell

High 
honour 
for Yvonne 

The consummate performer, Colin Mitchell OAM stepped out as 
Uncle Jocko in Leongatha Lyric Theatre’s production of Gypsy in 
2015 but he’s best known as a director and designer.

Take a bow Colin Mitchell OAM

IT’S hardly surprising that 
there would be a standing ova-
tion on social media over the 
weekend after Korumburra’s 
Colin Mitchell was awarded 
a Medal of the Order of Aus-
tralia (OAM) in the General 
Division for ‘Service to the 
Performing Arts’.

It would be hard to imagine 
anyone who has given more, 
certainly locally and that has 
been reflected in the com-
ments on Facebook. Here’s a 
selection:

* Councillor Adrian Dara-
kai: A worthy recipient if ever 
there was one! Congratula-
tions to Colin!

* Maria Arestia: Congratula-
tions Colin, you so deserve it, 
you are the best.

* Bernadette Grainger: What 
a legend. So well deserved. 
Congratulations Colin.

* Lyn Carr: Congratulations 
Colin! Fantastic news and so 
well deserved. Bravo!

* Robyn Mitchell: We are so 
thrilled and proud of Colin. 
He has always given 100% of 
himself to his work and it is 
wonderful to see his achieve-
ments being honoured.

From the moment Colin 
Mitchell’s feet hit the stage, in 
an early production for Leon-
gatha Lyric Theatre, he was 
addicted to the smell of the 
grease paint and the roar of 
the crowd, studying Art and 
Design at Preston Institute of 
Technology before launching a 
career as a freelance designer 
on his way to many profes-
sional engagements, includ-
ing a long-standing appoint-
ment as set designer for the 

Melbourne International 
Comedy Festival.

But the number of stage 
productions he has been in-
volved in locally, as a direc-
tor, designer (costumes, sets, 
lighting) and performer, prin-
cipally for Leongatha Lyric 
Theatre, where he has been a 
life member since 1978, but 
also for the Wonthaggi The-
atrical Group and FAMDA at 
Foster would defy listing.

He has been the recipient of 
many industry awards during 
a long career.

But it’s not over yet! Co-
lin Mitchell is back together 
again with many of his award-
winning collaborators in a 
60th Anniversary Production 
of the time-honoured Into the 
Woods, including the likes 
of musical directors Carmel 
Slater and Malcolm McCaf-
fery and choreographer Bron 
Croatto.

The production, not to be 
missed, hits the stage in July 
2024.

“It’s a bit surreal but delight-
ed, yes, chuffed and humbled 
by it. And there have been 
some lovely notes posted on 
Facebook and I’m really ac-
cepting it on behalf of all the 
volunteers I’ve worked with 
over the years,” said Colin.

“My artform needs 100 
people to achieve it and I’d 
be nothing if I wasn’t working 
with others.”

Colin’s first steps on stage 
came in a production of The 
Mikado with Leongatha Lyric 
Theatre back in 1970, and it’s 
an experience that has reso-
nated with him for more than 

50 years.
“As I said when Lyric cel-

ebrated my 50th anniversary 
a few years, as a shy, creative, 
disenfranchised 14-year-old, I 
walked into a room and found 
my tribe. And Lyric is still do-
ing that.

“People come along to au-
ditions or to help backstage, 
and while they mightn’t be tal-
ented in sports and the like, 
they find that the attributes 
that made them different out 
there, are celebrated in here.”

As well as working for more 
than 50 years with amateur 
theatre groups, Colin has had 
a highly successful profes-
sional career working with 
stars of film, stage and screen 
including Geoffrey Rush, Ju-
liet and Hayley Mills, June 
Bronhill and Bud Tingwell to 
name a few.

He was the official designer 
for the Sydney Mardi Gras, 
designing numerous floats 
during the 1980s, along with 
his work for the Melbourne 
International Comedy Festi-
val.

“One of the first big design 
projects I had was designing 
the Myer Christmas Windows 
in the Show White theme in 
1992 for YWIBW produc-
tions.”

Colin paid a special tribute 
to his long-time partner, Rod-
ney Lester.

“If you are writing some-
thing, above all I want to 
thank my partner for his te-
nacious love and support. I 
couldn’t have done any of it 
without him and at least half 
of it belongs to him.”

Yvonne Morrison feeding 
10-month-old Skyla. 

LAST Thursday evening, 
January 25, the Gover-
nor-General announced 
Honours and Awards for 
1042 Australians, includ-
ing awards in the Order of 
Australia (General and Mili-
tary Divisions), meritorious 
awards and recognition for 
distinguished and conspicu-
ous service. 

“Congratulations to the 
outstanding Australians 
recognised in today’s Hon-
ours List. Recipients have 
made a difference and had 
an impact at the local, na-
tional and/or international 
level. Individually, they are 
inspiring and collectively 

they speak to the strength 
of our communities,” the 
Governor-General said. 

“Recipients come from all 
parts of the country. They 
have served and had an im-
pact in just about every field 
you can imagine; their sto-
ries and backgrounds are 
diverse. We value their ser-
vice, thank them for their 
hard work and selflessness 
and, today, celebrate them.

“To each recipient: know 
that you have the thanks 
and respect of your nation. 
In my experience most are 
humble and often try to 
deflect attention or praise 
– please enjoy the moment 

because your country has 
decided that you deserve 
recognition.

Across Gippsland seven 
members of the commu-
nity were honoured. They 
include Caroline Talbot, 
George Bird, Jan Child, 
Yvonne Morrison, Elizabeth 
Wynne, Colin Mitchell and 
Alan Evers-Buckland. 

“To all Australians: our 
honours system belongs to 
all of us and the Order of 
Australia must reflect who 
we are. We can all nominate 
someone we admire and re-
spect for recognition. Please 
consider doing so,” the Gov-
ernor-General said.

Honours across the board for volunteers
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Wonthaggi Toyota
346 Bass Highway,
Wonthaggi VIC 3995
T (03) 5672 1722
LMCT 8179
wonthaggitoyota.com.au

Leongatha Toyota
7-13 Hughes Street,
Leongatha VIC 3953
T (03) 5662 2302
LMCT 8179
leongathatoyota.com.au H
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READY FOR THE ROAD?READY FOR THE ROAD?
STOCK AVAILABLE NOW STOCK AVAILABLE NOW For immediate deliveryFor immediate delivery

NEW Toyota Hilux SR5 
4x4 auto pickup

67,530*DRIVE 
AWAY

NEW Toyota Hilux SR5 
4x4 auto cab chassis

with heavy duty alloy tray

68,607* DRIVE 
AWAY

NEW Toyota Hilux SR 
4x4 single cab manual

with heavy duty alloy tray

51,399* DRIVE 
AWAY

NEW Toyota Hilux SR 
4x4 single cab automatic
with heavy duty alloy tray

53,453* DRIVE 
AWAY

DEMO Toyota Hilux Rogue 
4x4 automatic,

7,000kms

75,000* DRIVE 
AWAY

*Terms and conditions: o� er is valid until 29/2/24.

AUSTRALIA DAY 2024 HONOURS

Medal of 
the Order of 
Australia (OAM)
Jan Child

New OAM recipient Jan Child, CEO 
of Bass Coast Health, shared the 
Australia Day Honour’s list news 
with her mum Bette Allsop, brother 
Tony, and the team at the Wonthaggi 
hospital and associated health, 
community and aged care services.

Jan Child’s OAM 
tribute to her 
health team

SINCE her appointment as Chief 
Executive Officer of Bass Coast 
Health, after a six-month interim 
role, from March 2016, Jan Child’s 
life has pretty much been on hold.

From addressing a range of struc-
tural problems with the old Won-
thaggi hospital and BCH’s other 
health, community, and aged care 
services, to bedding down the $115 
million stage one of the new hospi-
tal, not to mention the pandemic, 
there’s been a lot to deal with.

It’s been all-consuming.
But last Friday, Jan found time 

to spend the day with her mum, 
Bette Allsop and brother, Tony, to 
share the announcement that she 
had been named on the Australia 
Day Honours List as a recipient of 
the Medal of the Order of Australia 
(OAM) in the General Division, for 
service to community health.

“It’s fair to say, when I got the 
email to say I was nominated, I was 
really chuffed,” said Jan.

“But I wasn’t going to accept ini-
tially because I’ve only been one 
part of the Bass Coast Health jour-
ney. It hasn’t happened because of 
me,” she said.

“It has happened because there 
are many health care workers who 
truly believe in the public health 
system. These are good people who 
devote their lives to improving care 
locally because this local health sys-
tem is for their friends, family mem-
bers and neighbours.

“The people who work in public 
health are in my view, extraordinary 
people, and they come to work to do 

their best in the care of others.
“The last few years during COVID 

have been the toughest, and work-
force challenges nationwide and 
worldwide are really having a big 
impact, but the BCH staff have been 
so resilient, and compassionate 
during that time; they work hard to 
build their skills and they stretch 
themselves, to be better, every day.

“I couldn’t be more proud of them, 
and the difference they have made 
over the years.

“I know it’s a cliché to say it, but 
this award is about them and in the 
end, that’s why I accepted, as some 
recognition of what we have all been 
able to do, so far.”

There’s still the small matter of a 
$290 million state government elec-
tion promise of funding for Stage 2 
of the Wonthaggi Hospital build to 
be squared away, and the on-going 
challenge of finding enough health-
care staff to provide the much-need-
ed services for a rapidly expanding 
community.

As well as her role at Bass Coast 
Health, the citation also lists Ms 
Child’s other achievements:
• Registered Nurse.
•  Surveyor, Australian Council of 

Healthcare Services.
•  A range of roles with the Victorian 

Department of Health and Hu-
man Services including Peninsula 
Health, Alfred Health, Community 
Health, and various alcohol and 
drug agencies.
Read more details on the South 

Gippsland Sentinel-Times’ website 
at sgst.com.au

AMONGST those also honoured 
with a Medal of the Order of Aus-
tralia for service to the Yarram 
community is Mrs Elizabeth Wyn-
ne. 

Mrs Wynne is a key figure in 
various local organisations hav-
ing served as Vice-President of 
the Yarram Historical Society 
since 2013, is a life member 
and pavilion steward of the Yar-
ram Agricultural Society and life 
member, committee member and 
former office bearer of Yarram 
Golf Club. 

She has also spent her time vol-
unteering with Yarram Eisteddfod 
since the 1980s and Yarram Infor-
mation Centre and is a member 
of the Yarram Uniting Church. 

For the second consecutive 
Honours list the majority of re-
cipients in the General Division 
are women.

Mr Alan Evers-Buckland was 
recognised for service to the com-
munity through a range of roles 
which includes Royal Life Sav-
ing Society – Victoria Branch and 
Wonthaggi Life Saving Club.

Anyone can nominate any Aus-
tralian for an award in the Order 
of Australia. If you know some-
one worthy, nominate them now 
at gg.gov.au

Double triumph for 
service to Yarram 
and lifesaving for 

Elizabeth and Alan
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THE wind put up a fight but 
didn’t deter residents and visi-
tors from coming out to Tarwin 
Lower in celebration of Austra-
lia Day and raising much need-
ed funds for the renovation of 
the Tarwin Lower Mechanics 
Institute Hall. 

Organised by the Tarwin Dis-
trict Auto & Machinery Club, 
the successful event was at-
tended by those from near 
and far, plus a couple of coun-
cillors popped along includ-
ing Sarah Gilligan and Mayor 
Clare Williams, alongside 
Member for South Gippsland 
Danny O’Brien.

From the duck race spec-
tacular called by MP O’Brien 
and Cr Gilligan to the raffle, 
car display and BBQ, the event 
was an overwhelming hit. 

“It’s been really well attend-
ed,” Tarwin District Auto & 
Machinery Club organiser Lisa 
explained. 

“Considering the weather, we 
are very pleased. As always, 
the duck races have been very 
popular!”

“It’s a great community event 
and day out for the kids,” club 
president Graeme added.

“Not only is it a fundraiser 
for the hall, but it’s great to see 
the community come together 
– connecting and re-connect-
ing.

“We’d also like to thank 
South Gippsland Council, 
councillors and (Member 

for South Gippsland) Danny 
O’Brien for turning up – it’s 
great to see them amongst the 
community.”

And Stony Creek might have 
some competition nearby with 
Cr Sarah Gilligan calling the 
second and last duck race of 
the day much to the delight of 
spectators.

“The ducks have different 
tactics,” Cr Gilligan noted as 
they made their way down the 
river, adding that some may 
have had a few too many at 
nearby venues and would be 
best placed to catch the e-bus 
home later.

In spectacular form, duck 
number seven took home 
the win, scoring a nice prize 
for Joy, Milana, Christine 
and Scott. Duck number five 
scored first place in the first 
race of the day taking a win 
for Ali’s mum, Dave (Poppy), 
Rowan and Paul.

As for the raffle winners – 
with such a huge selection of 
prizes on offer the winners 
were Jenna, Joy, Terry, Jes-
sica, Melissa, Toby, Sheryl, 
Leah, Teresa, Jason, Jodie, 
Chelsea, Laura, Terry, Lori, 
Michelle, Ange and Anne… 
plus a couple more.

Council was also on hand 
consulting and discussing with 
residents the future of Coal 
Creek as the extensive commu-
nity consultation period con-
tinues on the future of the site.

We’re all part of the story.

SUN shone on Korumburra’s laid-
back Australia Day barbecue cel-
ebration in Coleman Park, local mu-
sicians Terry Lay and Christine Ross 
setting the relaxed vibe with some 
folk numbers and popular songs.

There was also a playful version 
of Advance Australia Fair that en-
tertained attendees prior to the cer-
emony during which the actual an-
them was performed.

Formal proceedings were brief and 
simple, commencing with a speech 
from South Gippsland Shire Coun-
cil deputy mayor Nathan Hersey and 
the unfurling of the Australian flag 
by Korumburra RSL president Da-
vid Jackson.

Cr Hersey said Australia Day is 
something that can be used to unite 
or divide people.

“As a council, we have endeavoured 
to continue to support Australia Day 
in a way that is meaningful,” he said.

Cr Hersey noted there has been 
discussion about what council is do-
ing for local indigenous people.

“We are certainly taking steps to 
support our indigenous Austra-
lians,” he said.

Supporting NAIDOC Week, hold-
ing a smoking ceremony to open 
the 2023 council year and a budget 
submission aimed at benefiting local 
indigenous art are examples of that 
commitment.

Member for Monash Russell 
Broadbent spoke of his delight at 
seeing the Australian flag flying over 
Korumburra.

Originally from Koo Wee Rup, Mr 
Broadbent described being born in 
Australia as a ‘miracle’, noting the 
same could be said of the glorious 
South Gippsland sunshine in Cole-
man Park.

“I hope you join with me on this 
Australia Day and celebrate every-
thing that is quintessentially Austra-
lian because there’s nothing wrong 
with who we are,” he said.

Mr Broadbent reflected on the past 
generations who created the op-
portunities people enjoy today, and 
those who made sacrifices in wars 
to secure the freedoms we now have.

Local nominees for South 
Gippsland Shire Council Citizen of 
the Year, Avis Tilley and Perry Neil 
were acknowledged during the cer-
emony by Cr Jenni Keerie.

So were representatives of the 
South Gippsland Event of the Year, 
‘The Southern Lights Festival’ and 
another nominated event the ‘Open 
Studio Art Trail’.

Soon it was time for more songs 
from Terry and Christine while peo-
ple enjoyed a Korumburra Lions 
Club Australia Day snag.

Korumburra 
celebrates in a 
relaxed fashion

Musicians Terry Lay and Christine 
Ross with Member for Monash 
Russell Broadbent who is ready to 
sample an Australia Day biscuit. 
A10_0524

Late rain can’t spoil Australia 
Day celebration in Leongatha

SUDDEN rain prompted a 
slight hastening to the end of 
formalities at the Leongatha 
Australia Day Celebration in 
McIndoe Park, but not before 
a joyful citizenship ceremony 
and an engaging talk from 
local historian Lyn Skillern 
OAM.

Member for Monash Russell 
Broadbent left no doubt as to 
his pride in Australia and his 
feelings on its national day.

“I get pretty excited about 
Australia Day and I’m not 
ashamed of it,” he declared.

Ten South Gippsland adults 
and a couple of kids became 
Australians, with one from In-
dia given an ‘Aussie, Aussie, 

Aussie, oi, oi, oi’ chant from a 
friend or relative.

The tradition of an Austra-
lia Day citizenship ceremony 
remains popular in South 
Gippsland at a time when oth-
er shires and urban councils 
are scrapping it.

The happiness and pride 
of the new citizens offered a 
strong endorsement of the 
South Gippsland approach.

One new Aussie provided a 
visual display of support for 
indigenous people, wearing a 
t-shirt emblazoned with the 
message “Always was, always 
will be” and the image of the 
Aboriginal Flag, the gesture 
not appearing to provide a stir 

either way.
Aboriginal groups from the 

local region were acknowl-
edged by speaker Lyn, who 
highlighted the irreparable 
destruction of their lifestyle as 
a result of the arrival of seal-
ers and whalers, then settlers.

“They had their land taken, 
their culture destroyed and 
in many cases their lives were 
taken,” Lyn said of the region’s 
original inhabitants.

She alluded to the contro-
versy that now surrounds 
Australia Day, noting that 
without a past we don’t have 
a present and there would be 
no future.

Lyn delivered a taste of local 

history, starting with the origi-
nal occupants, then moving 
onto the settlers.

She spoke of the two indig-
enous nations either side of 
the Tarwin River.

Lyn moved on to pioneers 
who farmed and set up busi-
nesses after a period of sur-
veying and the sale of settle-
ments.

She highlighted the chal-
lenges settlers faced in clear-
ing the land.

As rain fell, South Gippsland 
Shire Council’s Young Citizen 
of the Year Laila Witteveen 
and Citizen of the Year nomi-
nee Noel Laing were acknowl-
edged in their town.

Bringing the community together at the long table

South Gippsland’s new Australian citizens proudly display their certificates. A05_0524

Felicity, Beau, Hamish and Luca prepared for the start of 
the duck races along the Tarwin River. C11_0524

Rowan, Jenna and Natasha of Tarwin Lower delighted in 
Friday’s events with Rowan also taking wins in the duck 
races. C05_0524
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INVERLOCH held a short ser-
vice at the cenotaph in honour of 
Australia Day on Friday morn-
ing.

Led by Inverloch RSL presi-
dent Ross Gabb, the service re-
flected on what it means to be an 
Australian.

The flags were raised by former 
RSL president and life member 
Bob Sutton and RSL life mem-
ber Eric Cross.

Hugh Furlong from the Inver-
loch Surf Life Saving Club played 
the Australian National Anthem.

Mr Gabb asked the great turn 
out to consider what it means to 
be an Australian.

“Of course, there isn’t a single, 
simple answer. My experience is 
different to yours, and yours will 
be different to your neighbour’s,” 
he said.

“Mine is formed through the 
people met at the RSL and com-
munity initiatives. They are, in 
their own experiences, as di-
verse as our country is big.”

Mr Gabb also took the time to 
reflect on those who have served 
the country.

“We acknowledge our present 
and past personnel who have 
dedicated their service, with 
some pay the ultimate price, to 
serving and protecting Austra-
lia,” he said. 

Mr Gabb acknowledged there 
are challenges, but ultimately 
Australia is a country to be 
proud of and worth celebrating.

“We are stronger when we lis-
ten and learn from each other in 
our diverse and strong commu-
nities. We are stronger when we 
listen and learn from each other 

and recognise our different expe-
riences and different cultures,” 
he said.

“Our individual identities and 
stories weave together into a 
modern, diverse nation of peo-
ple, and that’s worth celebrating. 
Australia affords us the oppor-
tunity to reflect on the 60,000 
years of continuous woven cul-
ture into the essential fabric of 
modern cultural Australia, and 
how we address our colonial his-
tory.

“Celebrating doesn’t mean uni-
versal agreement or pretending 
everything is perfect. It means 
looking to our past – our past 
isn’t perfect, but it is important.”

Mr Gabb also spoke about 
celebrating the present and the 
challenges faced, and the future 
and its potential.

Inverloch Surf Life Saving Club’s Hugh Furlong, Inverloch 
RSL secretary Lindsay Guerin, Bass Coast Shire Council deputy 
mayor Cr Rochelle Halstead and Inverloch RSL president Ross 
Gabb at the Australia Day celebration in Inverloch.

Inverloch reflects on Australia Day

THE food was hot outside and 
the smooth vocals of Eric Collier 
entertained inside as the 30th 
Annual Rotary Club of Wonthag-
gi’s Australia Day Community 
Breakfast and Community Ser-
vice Awards got underway.

Chatter, laughter and catching 
up with longtime friends was on 
the agenda before the real cel-
ebrations arrived at 9am.

Club president Nicky Chung 
welcomed everyone inside the 
theatre noting it was ‘a day of re-
flection and a day of celebration’.

“Our Club proudly started this 
event 30 years ago here in Wont-
haggi initiated by then president 
Bob Johnstone and past presi-
dent and Rotary legend John 
Owens,” Nicky stated. 

“It has certainly been a plea-
sure to host it ever since…”

After an Acknowledgement of 
Country, the National Anthem 
was played, councillors wel-
comed and apologies noted.

“Considering the challenges 
and terrible impacts on our 
lives over the past few years 
through floods, fires, COVID 
and more recently the pres-
sures brought about by the ter-
rible conflicts overseas Rotary 
is proud to lead this opportu-
nity once again to celebrate our 
country’s resilience, our diver-
sity and unity, and show our 
respect and appreciation for the 

people who have worked so hard 
to make our community such a 
great place to live” Nicky said be-
fore reflecting on Australia’s rich 
history.

Rotarian John Duscher intro-
duced the 2024 Rotary Club of 
Wonthaggi Australia Day Am-
bassador, Caroline Talbot, who 
touched on her many years 
of service and voluntary work 
amongst the community.

George Bird was also recog-
nised by John, as he sat proudly 
on stage. 

Men at Work’s Down Under vi-
brated through the theatre bring-
ing Craig Amy’s vocals to life, sup-
ported by guitarist Leigh Owens. 

An array of classic Aussie hits 
entertained the crowd from 
Hunters and Collectors to Go-
anna with a final melody of John 
Williamson’s True Blue opening 
to the awards.

“We now move on to my favou-
rite part of our Australia Day 
celebrations where we like to ac-
knowledge and thank those spe-
cial people and organisations, 
the community “gems” who 
contribute so well to making a 
difference to the lives of others 
and building a stronger, better 
community,” Rotarian Graeme 
Sprague said.

“These are the volunteers 
who are the backbone of any 
community, and it is always 

good news to hear the stories of 
dedication, leadership, passion 
and community spirit…”

This year seven awards were 
presented: 

Business Excellence and Lead-
ership: Michael and Sue Turton 
of Cape Tavern. The husband-
and-wife duo were honoured 
for their outstanding leadership 
and excellence in the hospitality 
industry, and exemplary com-
munity support including Mi-
chael’s years as president of the 
Wonthaggi Cricket Club and the 
Tavern’s Royal Children’s Hospi-
tal event, setting an inspiring ex-
ample for others in the industry.

Industry Recognition and 
Achievement Award: Cyclone 
Tools. A pivotal force and un-
sung hero in Wonthaggi, Cyclone 
Tools was recognised for their 
enduring 72 years of providing 
crucial jobs to the town, particu-
larly in the early days when the 
mining industry was showing 
strong signs of downturn.

Community Club Recognition 
Award: Wonthaggi Pony Club. 
Determination, community sup-
port and volunteer efforts, Won-
thaggi Pony Club was recognised 
for being a part of the communi-
ty for 53 years and for their con-
tribution to putting Wonthaggi 
on the map as an equestrian hub 
from their humble beginnings 
in the front paddock of George 

Bird’s property.
Caring for the Community: 

Laurie and Barbara Culph. The 
passionate and quiet achiever 
husband and wife team were rec-
ognised for their long-standing 
commitment to their community 
– from Heart Support to the wa-
ter board, local Wonthaggi Hos-
pital Ladies Auxiliary to VIEW 
Club and Indoor Carpet Bowls 
their voluntary work was barely 
touched on during presenta-
tions.

Sport and Community Service: 
Lynne and Terry Hanley. Well 
known and respected communi-
ty members the impressive hus-
band and wife were recognised 
for their dedication to local 
sports, most notably the Wont-
haggi Blues and later Power, and 
association with schools and 
other voluntary roles.

Community Service Award: 
Colin and Sheila Ormerod. A 
dedicated couple who embod-
ies community service, the pair 
were recognised for their posi-
tive contributions, hard work 
and selfless dedication over 42 
years to Wonthaggi. Sheila was 
also credited as part of the work-
ing group who got the State Coal 
Mine reopened in the 2000’s. 

Community Service Award: 
Glen Richards – accepted on 
his behalf by his wife and son. 
An advertisement for the value 

of volunteer work, Glen was rec-
ognised for his dedicated leader-
ship, strong advocacy, care and 
community service, of particular 
note, his tireless efforts in en-
hancing aged care facilities at 
Rose Lodge.

Citizen of the Year: Steven 
Johnson. A wonderful history 
of serving his community, Steve 
was acknowledged as a dedi-
cated and humble community 
leader who spent 37 years in 
the police force and left a last-
ing impact through his leader-
ship, innovation and volunteer 
efforts ranging from emergency 
response and the L2P program 
to conservation programs. 

In a special recognition award, 
John Duscher and Elio Piasente 
were acknowledged for their tire-
less efforts in working all year 
long to bring the Australia Day 
Community Service Awards to 
life by president Nicky, much to 
the shock and disbelief of both 
recipients. 

As Nicky summed up there 
was “an amazing collection of 
stories heard (on Friday), all 
about service above self, about 
values and respect, incredible 
teamwork and co-operation, 
dedication and commitment, 
so much energy, self-motivation 
and spirit… It is incredible what 
can be achieved when volunteers 
get together to help others…”

Celebrating the gems of our town
Recipients of the 2024 Rotary Club of Wonthaggi Australia Day Awards. C50_0525
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UNPROMISING weather early 
on Australia Day and breezy 
conditions reduced attendance 
numbers at Mirboo North Pool 
but the sun ultimately shone and 
those present had a ball listening 
to live music.

As well as locals, the event at-
tracted people from places such 
as Melbourne, Mornington, War-
ragul, Traralgon, Morwell, Long-
warry, Inverloch, Leongatha and 
Hallston.

The large pool inflatable, nick-
named Nessie 2.0 by its owner 
Friends of Mirboo North Pool, 
proved popular with those in the 
water.

Treats such as popcorn and 
fairy floss were a hit, Bunyip’s 
Thomas Chikan enjoying both, 
while his mum Lauren praised 
the coffee from the Boolar-
ra Community Development 
Group’s van.

Traditional Australia Day snags 
were another appealing option.

Friends of The Mirboo North 
Pool ran the event, arranging 

the live music performances and 
food vendors.

Volunteers pitched in to com-
plete tasks such as setting up 
marquees.

“You just do it,” Friends of Mir-
boo North Pool secretary Mary 
Baker said of the work done to 
ensure an enjoyable day for lo-
cals and visitors.

Off duty pool lifeguard Hayden 
Barnes, said the live music was a 
highlight, loving the performance 
of Deanne.

He and other off duty lifeguards 
also demonstrated it’s not only 
the kids having fun on the inflat-
able, with its slippery nature pre-
senting a challenge for all.

‘Borderline’ followed Deanne, 
with numbers such as ‘It’s Too 
Late,’ while earlier entertain-
ment included rock from the 
‘Loaded Dogs’, and more laid-
back music from local duo ‘Twin 
Lanterns’.

In addition to the musical en-
tertainment, ‘Fairy Julianne’ 
amused the kids.

Relaxed vibe and music at 
Mirboo North Australia Day

JODIE Bennett-Wood and Cart-
er Armstrong have taken the win 
in this years South Gippsland 
Shire Council Australia Day Pho-
tography competition. 

Announced online on Friday at 
5pm, Jodie has taken the win in 
the open category for her image 
‘Early Morning Sun Rays (Rail 
Trail at Meeniyan)’, whilst Carter 
secured top place in the under 15 
category for ‘Korumburra South’.

This year there were 98 en-
tries for the competition with 
many photographers reflecting 
the theme ‘Australia Day: South 
Gippsland – Our people and plac-
es’. 

“It was wonderful to see so 
much talent and variety in this 
year’s Australia Day Photogra-
phy Competition submissions,” 
Cr Clare Williams, Mayor South 
Gippsland Shire Council.

“I enjoyed seeing how the new 
theme was interpreted in such 
a creative and unique manner. 
South Gippsland is home to an 
abundance of truly talented cre-
atives, and I would like to thank 
everyone for their exceptional en-
tries into this year’s competition.”

A video announcing the win-
ners, and showcasing entries, can 
be viewed at: southgippsland.vic.
gov.au/AustraliaDay

Morning sun rays captures judges hearts

The sun’s rays break through the trees early in the morning 
Jodie Bennett-Wood’s

Lauren, Thomas, Oliver and Charlotte Chikan of Bunyip enjoy 
their Australia Day at Mirboo North Pool. A23_0524

Tamara’s story inspires
Tamara Luke with parents Barb and Jon at Glen Alvie’s Australia Day morning tea.

GLEN Alvie celebrated Austra-
lia Day with a morning tea at the 
recreation reserve on Friday.

As a new feature of the Austra-
lia Day celebrations, the com-
munity will now be inviting local 
children who have gone on to do 
extraordinary things to speak at 
the event.

This year’s guest speaker was 
elite athlete Tamara Luke.

“It’s an honour to be back in 
Glen Alvie. I have so many fond 
memories here,” she said.

“I used to get out onto the 
oval, running around trying to 
get fit through my netball days. 
Growing up in the country is 
something I am proud of.”

Tamara has competed in ath-
letics internationally and has 
played elite level netball and 
football.

She went to school at Won-
thaggi North Primary School, 
where she started swimming 
and athletics.

“I learned my craft by just be-
ing a tomboy. I would be kick-
ing the footy or playing cricket, 
whatever my brothers were do-
ing. They helped me become the 
athlete I am today,” she said. 

She started her netball ca-
reer at Dalyston Football Net-
ball Club at age 12, where she 
played from U13s into the se-
nior grades.

She also played for Inverloch-
Kongwak Football Netball Club, 
as well as the Alberton and 
Gippsland rep sides.

At age 14, she was selected 
for the Eastern Zone Academy, 

which was an eye-opening expe-
rience.

At 15, she competed interna-
tionally in shotput, javelin and 
discus.

“I was a bit hesitant to go at 
the time, but my parents con-
vinced me,” she said.

“I came back from that experi-
ence more mature and realised 
I enjoyed pushing myself as an 
athlete. I was excited to really 
get into sport.”

Although she enjoyed athlet-
ics, she found the solo aspect 
wasn’t motivating enough.

She wanted to compete in a 
team environment, so chose to 
focus on netball.

However, she did continue 
athletics through her schooling 
at Wonthaggi Secondary Col-
lege, going so far as to win state 
titles in Year 12.

At age 19, she was asked to 
do trials for the Melbourne Kes-
trels and competed in the Victo-
ria Netball League.

Her coaching career com-
menced with Olinda in the Yarra 
Valley.

She took the A Grade side 
from the bottom of the ladder to 
winning three premierships in 
four years.

“For me, it’s something I’m 
quite proud of. They’re not just 
successful in A Grade, it’s right 
down to the juniors now.”

Tamara retired from netball 
in 2016 but missed the team ca-
maraderie and competitiveness.

Box Hill had a come and try for 
the VFLW program, so Tamara 

registered and went along.
“I thought I would be cut 

straightaway. I didn’t have footy 
boots and didn’t know what po-
sition I played,” she said.

Regardless, she made the 
squad, bought a pair of footy 
boots and fell in love with the 
game.

“I loved watching footy and 
barracking for Essendon, but I 
never thought I would have the 
opportunity to play,” she said.

She was contracted to play 
in 2017 and went on to play in 
the AFLW for St Kilda and Haw-
thorn.

In 2023, she played seven of 
the 10 games and played her 
last match against Geelong be-
fore announcing retirement.

Away from sport, Tamara stud-
ied exercise science and works 
as an exercise physiologist.

“My main area at the moment 
is advanced cancer, which is a 
challenging area,” she said.

“I see my role as someone who 
improves somebody’s quality of 
life, so I try to be as bubbly and 
happy as I can be, and work to-
wards someone’s goals.”

The Glen Alvie community 
also took the opportunity to 
raise money for a new gazebo at 
the recreation reserve.

They have received a Bass 
Coast Shire Council grant, and 
work may begin in late Febru-
ary.

The gazebo will be situated 
near the trees planted in hon-
our of local families, overlook-
ing the ground. 

Dan, Jack, Ned, Chelsea, Bella and Harry Grant attended Glen Alvie’s Australia Day celebration 
on Friday. 



SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES   |   TUESDAY, JANUARY 30, 2024   |   19

We’re all part of the story.

Just ‘say cheese’ at Kongwak’s 
Australia Day celebrations

MORE than 120 people filled 
the tables, and then some, at the 
annual Kongwak Australia Day 
celebrations last Friday, January 
26 and there wasn’t a squabble 
in sight about possible develop-
ments in the town.

The milk was cold for the ce-
real, the orange juice plentiful 
and the eggs, bacon, sausages, 
toast and tea were piping hot as 
conversation filled the hall after 
the flag raising and a shower of 
rain outside.

President of the hall committee 
Brian Brown couldn’t have been 
happier with the turnout, the ef-
forts of the breakfast volunteers 

and the choice of guest speaker, 
the world’s top boutique cheese-
maker, Barry Charlton.

He joins a list of luminaries to 
be invited to give the Australia 
Day address over the years.

As well as supplying a fine 
selection of his world-famous 
cheese to try, Barry spoke about 
how well the cheese was being 
received by the restauranteurs 
of Australia, so much so that 
their produce is fully subscribed 
throughout the year.

It was a great way to start Aus-
tralia Day, and may it continue to 
be a Kongwak tradition, bringing 
the whole community together.

Special guest speaker at Kongwak on Australia Day was South 
Gippsland success story, the world’s top boutique cheesemaker 
Barry Charlton flanked by Kongwak Hall President Brian Brown, 
Barry’s partner Cheryl Hulls and Kirsty Richardson, from 
Kongwak but also a staff member at Berrys Creek Cheese.

APART from stopping the traf-
fic one day in Whitelaw Street 
Meeniyan, to let a koala cross 
the road, Kathryn Smith told 
the Australia Day crowd in the 
Meeniyan Hall last Saturday, that 
she didn’t consider she had done 
anything to warrant the commu-
nity’s nomination for the shire’s 
annual citizenship award.

However, after totalling up 
36 organisations she has been 
involved with since coming to 
town from Toora North more 
than 20 years ago, including 10 
years as president of the Meeni-
yan Progress Association, she 
had to admit it added up to a 
reasonable body of work.

But, speaking at the Austra-
lia Day celebrations, after being 
congratulated on the shire’s top 
honour, Ms Smith said she had 
barely noticed the contribution 
she had made, and found it no 
way a chore to be involved.

“Since my husband passed 
away, I can honestly say I haven’t 
felt like I’m on my own living 
here in Meeniyan. It’s such a 
wonderful community.

“They say it takes a village to 
raise a child but it takes a net-
work of people to run a commu-
nity as well as this one and I’m 
delighted to be a part of that.”

Whether it’s table tennis, the 
Christian fellowship, commu-
nity op shop or Meeniyan Prog-
ress; there’s been a lot to do.

Highlights of the celebrations 
at Meeniyan were some poetry 
readings by the captains of the 
Meeniyan Primary School Har-
riet Fields and Stevie Batten, 
the musical presentation by 
the Serenity singers Kerrie Tu-
dor, Robins Simpson, Mark Tu-
dor and Brian Hoskins, and of 
course the egg and bacon rolls 
afterwards by the Meeniyan Fire 
Brigade.

Top citizen feted at Meeniyan

South Gippsland Shire Citizen of the Year Kathryn Smith is 
presented with her local community award by Eastern Victoria 
Province MLC Melina Bath at Meeniyan’s Australia Day 
celebrations last Friday.

IF Australia was once carried 
on the sheep’s back, it is firmly 
financed by the mining indus-
try now and playing his part in 
scoping out some of the mineral 
boom sites in Queensland, the 
NT and WA has been part of the 
life’s work of Andrew Mutton.

Mr Mutton came to Victo-
ria from Queensland about 10 
years ago and in recent times, 
moved locally and joined the 
Pound Creek Fire Brigade, 
whose efforts, he says, to turn 
out to more than 150 fires-
a-year, to send people away 
on strike teams and to help 
with catastrophes in NSW 
and Queensland, not to men-
tion support road accident re-
sponse, never ceases to amaze 

him of a brigade without a town 
to support it.

He was the guest speaker at 
a very well attended Australia 
Day celebration at the Pound 
Creek Fire Station, where the 
South Gippsland Shire Band 
played Waltzing Matilda and the 
national anthem and where a 
hearty lunch of sausages, burg-
ers and salads were served.

Acting Assistant Chief Fire 
Officer Emma Conway was the 
special guest, also taking the 
opportunity to praise Pound 
Creek CFA for its passion and 
commitment and for helping 
to do something that had little 
or nothing to do with fighting 
fires; bringing people together 
in a supportive community.

Geo-scientist Andrew Mutton 
gave the Australia Day address 
at the Pound Creek celebrations 
last Friday.

A big crowd stands as one for the flag raising and the playing of the national anthem by the 
South Gippsland Shire Brass Band at Pound Creek on Australia Day last Friday.

Big turnout at Pound 
Creek Fire Station

THE wind dropped, the sun 
took over and a fun, family 
occasion was had by all at Oz 
Day at the Daly as Bass Coast 
rounded out a busy round of 
Australia Day celebrations that 
started early in the morning 
with a breakfast at Wonthaggi.

Events in most towns and 
hamlets followed, highlighted 
by the presentation of citizen-
ship to 18 people at the Won-
thaggi Workmen’s Club in the 
afternoon.

But many waited until the 
Dalyston event to join the fun 
with live music, a selection of 
rides for the kids, games and 
plenty of food and drink, plus 
a fireworks’ display just after 
the sun went down.

It’s all over for another year, 
clearing the way for back to 
school and a return to some 
sort of normality in 2024.

TOP LEFT: These kids 
have fun with a tug’o’war 
competition at Oz Day at 
Dalyston last Friday to end 
Australia Day.

LEFT: Imogen Price makes 
sure Australia Day in Bass 
Coast finished on the right 
note at the Oz Day at the 
Daly celebrations.

Australia Day goes off  with a bang at Daly
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~ NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE & ADULT LEARNING NEWS ~

BASS COAST ADULT LEARNING
TERM 1 is upon us. Classes 

in English have already start-
ed at BCAL this week, and it’s 
lovely to see everyone back 
again, and hear their stories 
from over the break. 

The Certificate courses in 
Information Technology, Hor-
ticulture, and Hairdressing 
begin soon. Whether you’re 
a school leaver, returning to 
the workforce, taking a gap 
year, or looking for a career 

change, BCAL can help make 
2024 your year. 

And if you’re not sure, give 
the Centre a call to discuss 
your options. 

For more information on all 
BCAL’s courses and services, 
please visit bcal.vic.edu.au or 
call 5672 3115 to learn more. 

n ��WONTHAGGI  
WOODCRAFTERS
All the regular workshops 

are up and running at the 
shed again. Members say it’s 
like they’ve never been away – 
and some of them barely have 
been. 

The Monday woodturn-
ing sessions are almost full 
so anyone who is interested 
should not delay. 

Last Saturday the Wood-
ies did the sausage sizzle at 
Bunnings, which is always 
a great fundraiser and will 

help with equipment for the 
workshop.

For more information 
about joining the Woodcraft-
ers, visit wonthaggiwood-
crafters.com.au or visit the 
store at the workshop.

239 White Rd, Wonthaggi  PH: (03) 5672 3115  www.bcal.vic.edu.au     

YES YOUTH HUB

MILPARA COMMUNITY HOUSE

THE YES Youth Hub is a 
community project managed 
by the YMCA Bass Coast on 
behalf of Bass Coast Shire 
Council and young people. It 
provides a safe, welcoming 
and inclusive space for young 
people aged 12 to 25 living, 
working, and playing in the 
Bass Coast. We are located at 
76 Watt Street, Wonthaggi and 
our Drop-In Space is open 
on Monday to Wednesday be-
tween 2.30pm – 5.30pm. 

Nominations are now open 
for the Youth Advisory Coun-
cil. The Youth Advisory Coun-
cil (YAC) is a group of young 
leaders who are connected to 
Bass Coast and are passion-
ate about making a differ-
ence in the local community. 
The YAC acts as a channel 
through which young people 
can formally communicate 

with Council in a way that is 
meaningful and recognises 
the value of their voices and 
lived experiences. The YAC 
also plays a key role in driv-
ing the YES Youth Hub. The 
YAC had a successful and fun 
year in 2023 which included 
planning Holiday Program-
ming, consulting with Coun-
cil, designing the outside 
space at the YES Youth Hub, 
and meeting the Councillors. 
They have also been pivotal 
in the successful delivery of 
a number of projects, includ-
ing, 2023 Bass Coast Youth 
Pride Prom and Halloween 
Howl. 

Reminder: The 2024 Bass 
Coast Youth Pride Prom is 
just around the corner. It has 
been made possible through 
generous funding from Mid-
summa, and includes a  

community visit from 
PrideFinder – an LGBTQIA+ 
podcast event that interviews 
community members. Both 
events are gloriously FREE 
for young people but book-
ings are essential, so be sure 
to follow our socials for more 
information.

We would also like to thank 
the talented Patrice Mahoney, 
OAM, for working with the 
young people of Bass Coast 
on an inspiring new mural for 
the YES Youth Hub (funded 
by Youth Central). Patrice’s 
ability to share her skills and 
story was inspiring for all in-
volved. The mural will make 
an excellent addition to the 
vibrant space we are creating 
here at the YES Youth Hub. 

If you haven’t heard we run 
a Young Mum’s Hub on Tues-
day morning between 11am 

and 1pm. The invite is open 
to any young mothers to pop 
down and join our gorgeous 
group. Additionally, if you’re 
a young person in Bass Coast 
you should pop down to the 
YES Youth Hub and say hi 
to Tracey Cobb and Co. We 
have free food and wifi, gam-
ing, music space, a free youth 
pantry and laundry. Also, if 
you have any ideas on the type 
of programming we should be 
doing in 2024 please let us 
know. 

You can find us on Facebook 
and Instagram on the follow-
ing handle @YESYouthHub

MILPARA Community 
House is excited to start our 
first full term at the Korum-
burra Community Hub. Our 
new space is beautiful, so 
make sure you drop in and 
have a look around. Milpara 
will be open Monday to Fri-
day from 9.30am-4.30pm 
starting Tuesday January 31. 
Our Centrelink Agent and 
Food Bank will be available 
Tuesdays 10am-2pm, and 
Wednesdays and Thursdays 
10am-1pm. Please remember 
to bring your own bags.

Our Term One program 
is out now, with lots of new 
classes and workshops, as 
well as many of your favou-
rites returning. If you didn’t 
receive a program in our  

letterbox drop, you can find it 
on our website milparacom-
munityhouse.org.au or con-
tact us on 5655 2524.

Some of the interesting new 
items in this terms program 
include:

Our English as a Second 
Language information ses-
sion which will be held on 
Monday February 5 5pm - 
7pm. These sessions are for 
people who come from a non-
English speaking background 
and who seek assistance to 
improve their language and 
communication skills, prog-
ress their job and education 
prospects and gain help with 
things they are unable to un-
derstand in our Australian 
culture.

Gee I Wish I Could… is a 
session designed to help peo-
ple explore their options and 
opportunities when it comes 
to making a change. You may 
wish to get a job or find a bet-
ter one, find a new purpose, 
pursue a career change or our 
perhaps there is something 
else you wish you could do. 
This session will help you get 
started. Join us on Monday 
February 5 at our 10am or 
5pm sessions.

We would love everyone to 
come along to our Share Your 
Ideas session. Join us on 
Wednesday February 7 for a 
cuppa and to chat to us about 
your input and feedback on 
what we can offer to cater to 
our community. If you can’t 

make it, drop into to the Hub 
foyer and put your ideas in 
our suggestion box or email 
us at hello@milpara.org.au.

Also new to our program 
is our Basics of Backyard 
Chicken Keeping Workshops 
beginning on Wednesday Feb-
ruary 14 at 12pm. 

To book in, to any of our 
classes go to milparacommu-
nityhouse.org.au/bookings-
and-activity-page or for more 
information call us on 5655 
2524.

We look forward to seeing 
you soon.

76 Watt Street, Wonthaggi  PH: 0477 224 430  @YESYouthHub

21 Shellcot Road, Korumburra  PH: (03) 5655 2524   www.milparacommunityhouse.org.au    

FEBRUARY is usually an interesting 
month of the year. It is the last month of 
summer, and the only month that has the 
least number of days. Normally February 
has 28 days, but 2024 being a leap year 
has 29 days.

This is the month when everyone is 
back after celebrating Christmas, New 
Year and enjoying their holidays. Now 
they are looking forward to what is in 
store for the rest of the year. 

Each year is a year of possibility and 
potential for everybody. We have a choice 
to either do something special this year 
or just drift along. As a follower of Jesus 
Christ, I believe that God has a plan and 
purpose for my life. And it is up to me to 
discover what He has predetermined for 
me each year, so that I can rise to my full 
potential.

The Bible has a lot to say about God 
plans for those who choose to trust Him 
and follow His word. For example, the 
apostle James says: 17 Whatever is good 
and perfect is a gift coming down to us 
from God our Father, who created all the 
lights in the heavens. He never changes 
or casts a shifting shadow. 18 He chose to 
give birth to us by giving us his true word. 
And we, out of all creation, became his 
prized possession. James 1:17–18. We 
can take great comfort from those words 
for our own life.

But, as soon as we decide to follow our 
own agenda, we miss out on what God 
wants for our lives. Can I encourage you 
to get yourself a Bible if you do not have 
one already. Any one of the Churches can 
help you get one. Then, commence sys-
tematically reading through it this year 
and discover God’s plan for your life!

The year ahead of us is surely a year of 
great Potential. Only, if we are willing to 
surrender to Jesus, follow Him and obey 
His word. God bless you this year!

By Rev Charles Lazaro,  
Wonthaggi Baptist Church

A year of possibility

• FAITH FACTOR

THE Wonthaggi RSL Sub Branch com-
mittee president Dan Lucas recently in-
stalled two silhouettes of a soldiers profile 
at the entrance of the historic building to 
highlight the RSL’s hall. 

Dan shared that many locals and visi-
tors alike saw the building as the ‘bingo 
hall’ with some naïve to the fact that it 
is the home of the Wonthaggi RSL. “With 
the installation of our three flags in 2023, 
the silhouettes too highlight the historic 
building and its history within the town.” 

“These features allow the building to 
now stand out,” said Dan. 

President of the Wonthaggi RSL Sub 
Branch for the past 18 months – Dan is 
planning to gather the valued members 
to hold a working bee for the historical 
building to help maintain the appearance 
of the exterior – including a repaint of the 
entrance and removal of weed growth to 
the roof of the building and the entry way. 

Visit the Wonthaggi RSL Sub Branch at 
60 Graham Street, Wonthaggi to see the 
new silhouettes that were installed on 
Monday, January 22. 

A place to gather 
and share

Valued member of the Wonthaggi 
RSL Malcolm Brodie playing pipes at 
the January swap meet and market. 
Z04_0524
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20 years experience
Passionate about
plants
Enjoys teaching

JACQUIE - HORTICULTURE KATE - HAIRDRESSING
Salon owner and operator
Experienced beauty
therapist
Prioritises students
wellbeing

BILL - COMPUTING

Trainer for 23 years
Makes learning fun
Loves innovative
technology

Sat 10 & Sun 11 Feb

239 White Road Wonthaggi 5672 3115 bcal.vic.edu.au

Join us at our
next event

Bass Coast Edible
Gardens Weekend

Study locally with expert trainers

10am - 4pm
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REGISTRATION IS FREE AND OPEN TO 
ANYONE STUDYING AT ANY UNIVERSITY
21-23 Baillieu Street, Wonthaggi
www.cucbasscoast.edu.au I 0472 741 451

IS 2024 YOUR YEAR TO STUDY?
CUC Bass Coast can support 
your higher education dreams
All students have to do is step through the door

It’s FREE to register
Dedicated study spaces
Dual screen computers
Fast, reliable internet
Free academic assistance
Open 5am to midnight

A space to 
gain focus, 

expert support 
and tools for 
motivation 

and success

COURSES FOR 2024

IN THE dynamic tapestry of education, 
the stories of our students at Country 
Universities Centre Bass Coast unfold as 
diverse narratives, each weaving a unique 
path in pursuit of knowledge. For CUC 
BC, it is both a privilege and a joy to be a 
part of these individual learning journeys.

Embarking on higher education is a 
profound step, with students propelled 
by various motiva-
tions. The pursuit of 
passion stands as a 
common thread, as 
many aspire to enter 
dream fields or ele-
vate existing careers. 
Others seize the op-
portunity to make a 
meaningful impact in 
our local community.

Take Lucy, for in-
stance, a dedicated 
student with aspira-
tions to become a 
nurse. Her motiva-
tion echoes through 
her words: “I’ve al-
ways wanted to be a 
nurse. I love helping and caring for peo-
ple; it brings me joy.”

The crucial role played by CUC BC in 
supporting our region’s students through-
out their academic careers cannot be 
overstated. From quiet study rooms, 
dual screen computers, high-speed Wi-
Fi and academic support to fostering a 
sense of community among students fac-
ing similar obstacles, CUC ensures that 
every student has the necessary facilities 

to thrive.
Nick, who is pursuing a Masters of Fo-

rensic Behavioural Science, reflects on 
his experience at CUC: “Studying at CUC 
feels like a university where I can interact 
and connect with other students.”

This community-centric approach lies 
at the core of our mission, recognising 
the diverse needs and lifestyles of our 

students. 
As part of our com-

mitment to knowl-
edge-sharing within 
the CUC community, 
we have gathered 
invaluable advice 
from students like 
Kate, who is pursu-
ing a Bachelor of 
Nursing, provides 
insight, saying, “You 
can achieve anything 
if you have passion 
and a positive mind-
set.”

Paige, who is study-
ing for a Bachelor of 
Education, speaks 

highly of CUC’s supportive network.
“Being a part of a supportive network of 

students where we are able to build each 
other up.”

We hope these words of wisdom strike 
a chord with people who are now navi-
gating the obstacles of higher education 
or who are planning their future journey. 
If you are studying this year or thinking 
about it, contact our team at Country 
Universities Centre Bass Coast.

Diverse learning journeys at 
Country Universities Centre

Student Nick is pursuing a Masters of Forensic Behavioural Science with the 
assistance of CUC. 

DO you want to upgrade 
your skills or change your 
career path but don’t know 
where to start? Bass Coast 
Adult Learning (BCAL) of-
fers a variety of courses to 
help you reach your edu-
cational goals and prepare 
you for further learning or 
a new profession. Their 
hands-on courses and re-
al-life experience provide 
students with an inclusive, 
friendly environment in 
small face-to-face classes.

BCAL is a great place 
to begin a career in hair-
dressing. The Certificate 
II course is perfect for 
school leavers or those 
who want to re-enter the 
workforce. The course is 
taught by Kate McNish, a 
hairdresser and beauty 
therapist with experience 
in a large variety of local 
salons. Kate has been a 
trainer since 2016 and is 

dedicated to her student’s 
well-being. The course 
covers styling, colouring, 
makeup, and is a stepping 
stone into future studies.

The Certificate III in ICT 
offers students founda-
tional knowledge in cloud 
computing, network-
ing, programming, cyber 
awareness, and IT support 
services. This course also 
focuses on critical think-
ing and customer support 
skills, preparing students 
for IT support positions. 
Bill Street, BCAL’s IT 
trainer since 2001, teach-
es this course with his 
friendly and casual style, 
making learning enjoyable 
for everyone.

If you love gardening and 
are interested in a horticul-
ture career, BCAL offers a 
Certificate III in Horticul-
ture. The program teach-
es plant recognition and 

nutrition, pest and weed 
management, landscap-
ing, and garden mainte-
nance. Students receive 
practical training, includ-
ing work experience in 
the BCAL garden. Jacquie 
Wheatley, a qualified hor-
ticulturalist with over 20 
years of experience, will 
teach this course, with her 
endless energy and enthu-
siasm.

For more information 
on all BCAL’s courses and 
services visit bcal.vic.edu.
au or call 5672 3115.

Mark your calendars 
for the Bass Coast Ed-
ible Gardens weekend on 
Saturday 10 and Sunday 
11 February. This event 
offers the chance to visit 
17 fantastic gardens and 
learn more about plants 
and gardening. Find all the 
details at basscoastedible-
gardens.com.

Explore study opportunities
Salon Assistant students had the opportunity recently to visit Elly Lukas Beauty 

Therapy College.

“Studying at 
CUC feels like a 

university where  
I can interact and 

connect with  
other students.”

- Nick (Student at CUC)



22   |   TUESDAY, JANUARY 30, 2024   |   SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES 

Corner Corinella turn off  and Bass Hwy, Grantville

OPEN 7 DAYS      
  5678 8552

Plus all your timber 
and hardware needs

VanSteenselTimbers
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BIG RANGE OF BIG RANGE OF 
TANKS IN STOCKTANKS IN STOCK

 Plastanks are tough! No rust or corrosion Choice of colours Non-toxic

URBAN AND ROTO 
POLY TANKS AT 

COMPETITIVE PRICES
Large range of Orange water pumps discounted

G
G

09
85

YOUR LOCAL PUMP SPECIALISTS

13-15 Langham Drive, Korumburra www.bloggplumbing.com.au 5658 1818

Our product dealerships:

Sales and services Pump repairers
 Water pumps 
 Bore pumps 
 Solar pumps
 Water pressure systems
 Water fi lteration
 UV treatment
 Rainwater harvesting
 Commercial pumps
 And more…

Call us for a job quote or product pricing today!

Sales and services Pump repairers

Water pressure systems

Rainwater harvesting

BE WATER WISE
WATER tank installations are solutions for 

domestic and rural properties and with tank 
connection a requirement in many new sub-
urban developments, Van Steensel Timbers 
can provide Urban Poly Tanks and All Weath-
er tanks from their Grantville site. 

The initiative to have water tanks in new re-
gional developments help residents to make 
use of tank water for their gardens and water 
closets. 

Whether you need a 500L tank to water 
the garden or a 26,000L solution for a rural 
property, The Van Steensel team can assist 
with size, colour selection, pumps, and home 
delivery. 

Domestic tanks include the slimline range 
from All Weather - proudly 100 per cent Aus-
tralian made and owned, as well as a vast 

range of round tanks from Urban Poly Tanks 
– an Australian company – both providing 
products that are structurally fit for purpose 
and aesthetically appealing. 

Joanne Van Steensel and the team at 
Grantville stock a selection of accessories 
and fittings. 

“We can assist instore to help each custom-
er with the best solution in accessing rainwa-
ter to use around the home, including effec-
tive joining systems for tanks to auto re-fill 
from the mains.” 

For further information contact Van 
Steensel Timbers online at vansteenseltim-
bers.com.au, in store at the corner of Bass 
Highway and Dalyston – Glen Forbes, Grant-
ville or phone the Grantville team on 5678 
8552.

Protecting our future

Teachers x 2 at Leongatha campus
Full-time; or
Part-time

JJOOIINN OOUURR GROWING TEAM

www.ecg.vic.edu.au
5622 6000

APPLY NOW www.ecg.vic.edu.au/jobs

ECG is a Child Safe organisation that has zero tolerance for child abuse.

School No: 2062

We are growing in 2024 and welcoming more
students to our campuses at Warragul,
Leongatha, Pakenham and Dandenong.

Seize the chance to make a difference and
explore opportunities to positively change lives
through education.

Transform learning with ECG!

COURSES FOR 2024

ECG Secondary College has expanded 
its offerings by introducing Year 9 and 
10 classes to its Warragul and Leongatha 
campuses starting in 2024. The school 
currently offers Years 11 and 12 (VPC 
and VCE VM) across all four campuses. 

This is in response to an alarming rise 
in disengagement among Year 9-12 stu-
dents in Victorian 
mainstream schools. 
It is identified that 
the fallout from the 
pandemic has led 
to increased anxi-
ety, mental health 
challenges, and dif-
ficulties in accessing 
psychological sup-
port for students. A 
growing number of 
young people express 
dissatisfaction with 
the traditional ways 
of learning having to 
keep up with exams 
and heavy academic 
workloads. 

Recognising the 
struggle that teenage 
students go through 
during these pivotal 
years, ECG Second-
ary College redefines the educational ex-
perience with nurturing relationships at 
the core of the teaching approach. The 
school’s unique strength lies in its com-
mitment to providing individual atten-
tion throughout the student’s learning 
journey, giving a sense of autonomy, trust 
and connection with teachers and peer 
students. The curriculum is designed to 

build individual resilience, confidence, 
health, and practical life skills, tailored 
to respond to students’ specific interests 
and passions.

ECG Secondary College is backed by a 
team of dedicated and passionate teachers, 
youth workers, counsellors, and learning 
support officers, along with collaborative 

agencies and organ-
isations that provide 
a comprehensive 
support system for 
student wellbeing. 
The school adopts an 
applied approach to 
learning, integrating 
real-world scenarios 
into its curriculum 
through in-class and 
out-of-class activities 
such as incursions, 
excursions, camps, 
and skills-based pro-
grams.

By bringing pur-
poseful education to 
Year 9 and 10 stu-
dents, ECG Second-
ary College aims to 
counter the disen-
gagement trend and 
offer an alternative, 

supportive environment where every stu-
dent can flourish academically and per-
sonally. The expansion aligns with the 
school’s vision of positively changing lives 
and enhancing social inclusion through 
the transformative power of education.

Find out more on ecg.vic.edu.au or con-
tact us on 5622 6000 or info@ecg.vic.gov.
au.

ECG expands and introduces  
Years 9 and 10 Classes in 2024

Years 9 and 10 are now on offer at Education Centre Gippsland Secondary 
College’s Leongatha and Warragul campuses.

The curriculum 
is designed to 

build individual 
resilience, 

confidence, health, 
and practical life 

skills, tailored 
to respond to 

students’ specific 
interests and 

passions.
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NINE in 10 Australians 
(91%) are concerned about 
saving water, more than 
biodiversity (85%), re-
ducing carbon emissions 
(80%) or climate change 
(77%), yet good intentions 
are failing to translate into 
action for the majority, re-
search shows.

The national data re-
leased by The Water Con-
servancy reveals a nation 
acutely aware of water scar-
city and ready to do its part 
but unclear on the everyday 
actions that impact.

As the study shows, near-
ly seven in 10 (68%) cor-
rectly agree that the world 
faces major water short-
ages within the next two de-
cades unless water is dras-
tically reduced.

Further, over three-quar-
ters (77%) rate themselves 
as being knowledgeable 
about water usage, includ-
ing one in five (19%) who 
believe they are extremely 
knowledgeable.

Over nine in ten (92%) 
agree that it is necessary 
to limit water usage in the 
event of a drought.

Ready to do their part, 
an overwhelming nine in 
ten nationwide (89%) say 
they either presently limit 
their water usage or intend 
to do so in the future, and 
nearly all (97%) say they 

commit to or try to commit 
to day-to-day behaviours to 
support a healthy environ-
ment.

However, while awareness 
is high and intentions good, 
the study reveals a lack 
of understanding around 
the small changes that can 
make a big difference when 
it comes to saving water ev-
ery day.

Less than half (46%) keep 
showers for less than five 
minutes, fill up the wash-
ing machine (49%) or dish-
washer (42%) before they 
go on. Only four in 10 have 
installed water efficient taps 
and shower heads (41%) or 
avoid washing up under 
taps (39%). The most com-
mon consistent water habit 
is checking for leaks in 
taps, pipes and toilets but 
still only committed to by 
just over half (54%).

CEO of The Water Con-
servancy, Chris Philpot, 
said the research highlights 
a gap between what people 
think they know, best in-
tentions and what they do, 
when it comes to water us-
age.

The good news is that 
Australians are respond-
ing positively to the gov-
ernment’s Water Efficiency 
Labelling and Standards 
(WELS) scheme, designed 
to help people save money.

Phone Colin: 0493 126 235
prowaterproofing.com.au
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DON’T 
WASTE 
WATER!

DOES YOUR CONCRETE 
TANK LOOK LIKE THIS?

If it does, you’re probably losing 
more water than you realise.

To have your tank refurbished and 
waterproofed contact us today.

Pro Waterproofi ng Spray on Protective Coatings

FREE QUOTES!

BE WATER WISE
FEW concerns are as pressing 

and potentially damaging as water 
infiltration whether from a leak-
ing roof or tank, balcony or com-
promised foundation. Water on the 
wrong side can wreak havoc on the 
structural integrity of the item in 
question.

Meet Colin and his team at Pro Wa-
terproofing Services, experts in cost 
effective polyurea waterproof mem-
branes that come with a 60-year 
guarantee.

Whether your needs are for resi-
dential, industrial, agricultural or 
commercial the team has you cov-
ered, and the best part is, their poly-
urea waterproof membrane is fully 
functional in 24 hours, dry to touch 
after 10 seconds and can be walked 
on after 30 seconds – gone are the 
days of waiting days for waterproof-
ing to dry. 

Locally owned and operated, the 
team pride themselves on their 
many years’ of experience with proj-
ects taking them from Bass Coast 
and Gippsland to Mornington Pen-
insula and Nort East Victoria.

“Our spray-on coatings have been 
successfully applied to walkways, 
factory floors, driveways, shed and 
garage floors, dairies, stock yards, 
metal roofing, decks, water tanks, 
swimming pools, retaining walls, 
foundations, boats, trucks, tippers 
and much more,” Colin explained.

“Polyurea is a fast setting and rap-
id curing flexible two-part spray on 
liquid membrane which can be ap-
plied to metals, wood, concrete and 
fibreglass substrates at any thick-
ness from 0.5mm to 50mm.”

Pro Waterproofing’s expertise 
spans the entire spectrum of wa-
terproofing challenges with the 
team well-versed in tackling various 
structural complexities, employing 
cutting-edge techniques and pre-
mium materials for optimal results.

A key choice in residential, agri-
cultural, marine, commercial and 
industrial applications, Pro Water-
proofing Services approach offers 
five key benefits:

Waterproof and corrosion protec-
tion: Seamless Polyurea waterproof-
ing membranes are moisture resis-
tant, offering outstanding corrosion 
protection. This makes them ideal 
tank linings.

Minimum downtime: Polyurea 
cures in 30 seconds. It can be 
walked on in 30 minutes, offering 
an almost immediate return to ser-
vice time.

Strength and flexibility: Polyurea 
highly flexible and is tear and punc-
ture proof.

No need for extra coats: the need 

for extra coats is eliminated with the 
1:1 volume ratio. Because there are 
no solvents, the coating is environ-
mentally friendly, potable and VOC 
free.

Exceptional resistance: The 
tough, flexible Polyurea membrane 
will withstand extreme variations 
in temperatures, offers superior 
protection against chemical contact 
and abrasion as well as excellent UV 
resistance which makes it ideal for 
sealing roofs.

Equipped to handle waterproofing 
challenges of any scale and recog-
nising that each project is unique, 
the membrane can be applied ver-
tically, horizontally and overhead 
with solutions tailored to address 
specific needs. 

Don’t use a product that will need 
replacing in 7-10 years or breaks 
under pressure – seek a trustwor-
thy partner and save money, give the 
team at Pro Waterproofing Services 
a call and shield your investment 
from water woes.

Shielding your property from water woes

Before and after – run down old tanks are not a challenge for Colin 
and his team who gave life back to these old tanks.

Aussies have the will, but 
the majority are struggling
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SUNDAY’S Kilcunda Lobster 
Festival was the 38th annual 
event for the coastal town with 
locals and tourists alike fronting 
the crowds to partake in what 
seemed like the biggest turnout 
yet. 

Tunes live from The Times en-
tertained families and friends 
as they strolled over 50 market 
stalls – ranging from handmade 
jewellery and artwork by Da-
Suze Art, all whilst indulging in 
crepes and lemonade from Le 
Gourmet Lemon or enjoying a 
cocktail from the bar. 

The family and pet friendly 
festival again catered for all ages 
with face painting from Lau-
rie Faulkner, rides from Tay-
lors Amusements, and carnival 
games with prizes to be won. 

The SES and CFA volunteers 
also had their trucks and gear 
on display, showcasing the tools 
and training of those in the com-
munity that work meticulously 
to help the coastal town of Bass 
Coast and surrounds – with 
Flynn Swanwick and Rod Legg 
demonstrating the hydraulic 
cutters used in road rescue.

“Our team are always looking 
for volunteers,” said San Remo 
SES Unit Controller Mandy 
Chancellor. 

The lobster festival is just that 
– a community event that brings 
locals together in support of one 
other and in support of the local 
township, with sustainability a 
core focus. 

Visitors indulged in a fresh 
seafood lunch and purchased 
tickets to the famed spinning 

wheel for their chance to win 
a fresh lobster from the San 
Remo Fisherman’s Co-Op. 

In an effort to continue shar-
ing the message on sustainabil-
ity, the Kilcunda Community As-
sociation collaborated with the 
Bass Coast Shire Council once 
again where ‘Waste Warrior’ 
Shana Bremner and the Phillip 
Island Scouts’ Steve Scott with 
Harvey and Hannah helped visi-
tors divert their waste appropri-
ately. 

“The festival is proactively 
sustainable, there is enormous 
effort and resources to help 
educate the community,” said 
Shana.

“With the clear message to 
avoid use single-use plastic and 
dispose of waste correctly.” 

President of the Kilcunda 
Community Association Marcel 
Van de Bronk shared that all 
funds earned at the festival will 
go back to the community. 

“I am so grateful for the sup-
port of the volunteers, and the 
members of the Kilcunda Com-
munity Association,” said Mar-
cel. 

“This year we welcomed YMCA 
Skate Parks to hold the inaugu-
ral skate competition.” 

Skate Park Coordinator for 
Bass Coast Jerrie Liberaty col-
laborated with Action Sports 
Program leaders Dylan Lewis 
and Burt Smith to run the scoot-
er and skate competition; a 
highlight of the day getting chil-
dren and youth involved in the 
annual event to share their pas-
sions and showcase their talent.

38th annual lobster festival 
- proactively sustainable

Volunteers Drew, Dina, Frosty and Jy giving away the San Remo 
Co-Op lobsters as part of the spinning wheel prize. Z17_0524

John Duscher hosting the spinning wheel at the 2024 Lobster 
Festival. Z16_0524

Phillip Island Scouts’ Steve Scott with Harvey and Hannah – 
volunteering as waste warriors with Shana Bremner of Bass Coast 
Shire Council. Z20_0524

Collectables that shape history
THE finer things shape his-

tory and together the committee 
members of the Wonthaggi RSL 
and their fellow collectors shared 
their military possessions at a 
swap meet and market; with each 
piece holding a unique story.

Whether members went to war, 
or just had a common interest in 
military history – together they 
gathered at the Wonthaggi RSL 
Hall displaying their uniforms, 
books, and archives, dating back 
to the first world war. 

Valued members and com-
mittee members Frank Stupar, 
Bert Orr, and Melissa and Chloe 
Lucas volunteered their time 
to hold a sausage sizzle for the  

community that raised funds for 
the Wonthaggi RSL. 

Inside the hall, member (Major) 
Graham Eva displayed his vast 
range of military uniform – sell-
ing this piece of history showing 
his time in service. CPI Wayne 
Fuller who served from 1964-
1975 shared that this uniform of 
Graham’s was after his time. 

“We never had polished boots in 
my time,” said Wayne.  

Moving through the swap meet, 
Geoff Trigg shared his fascina-
tion with military history stating 
that he never served but has been 
collecting pieces since he was 10 
years old. 

Geoff was selling helmets in 

original condition that back dat-
ed to 1916 – including the French 
WW2 Army Helmet and the 
Dutch/Rumantan Helmet from 
WW2 used in Russia by the Ro-
manians. 

“In my lifetime of collecting I 
have travelled from Adelaide to 
Brisbane attending swap meets, 
garage sales collecting items 
that take my interest, and I re-
searched each piece I owe. It’s 
important for me to share these 
items with people that may also 
have a common interest in mili-
tary history,” said Geoff. 

“I will continue to collect and 
research, because there is always 
something new to learn.” 

Valued member of the Wonthaggi RSL Frank Stupar, committee member Bert Orr, Lucas Family 
– Chloe, Melissa and president of the Wonthaggi RSL Dan with Malcolm Brodie at the Saturday 
market and swap meet. Z01_0524

WONTHAGGI Power roared 
to life on Sunday as trucks, mo-
torbikes and cars from the early 
1920s right through to modern 
engines wheeled into place. 

With car numbers near to 
equal to last year, foot traffic was 
near on double with the swap 
meet also seeing a significant 
improvement in the number of 
stalls on previous years.

As for the raffle, it was the big-
gest ever according to organiser 
Kris, which he noted came down 
to the kids running around sell-
ing raffle tickets. 

“A (first time car attendee) said 
it was one of the best shows he 
had been too, especially due to 
the mix of cars,” Kris explained.

“It’s been a great smooth 
event with lots of happy people 
and smiles,” AutoPro co-owner 
Gavin concurred. 

“We’d like to say a very special 

thank you to all the junior club 
volunteers – parents and chil-
dren – who came along today 
and helped out. It was fantastic!” 
Kris said.

The top prize of the day, the 
President’s Choice Best Overall, 
went to Adrian’s 1973 Nissan 
240Z. 

Finished in November 2023, 
Adrian of Nar Nar Goon ex-
plained he had built the beauty 
from a $250 shell over eight 
years with a GDR Skyline engine 
and drive train. 

Amongst the other winners of 
the day were ‘Marilyn’ – Leigh 
Smith’s red Aussie built 1968 
Chev Impala (Best Tuff Street).

“I’ve had her for six years,” 
Leigh explained, noting that the 
previous owner was a kid in a 
lolly shop each time they reunit-
ed with each other.

Best Vintage (pre-1950) went 

to Leongatha’s Jessie and Tim 
with their 1926 Bayliss Thomas, 
whilst Cowes’ David and Kelly 
secured the Best Engine Bay 
with their 454 big block inside 
the 1968 Holden HK Monaro.

Built over 15 months with the 
engine finished in 12, the fully 
engineered car was spec’d by 
Kelly and built by David with the 
pair noting they’d kept the interi-
or appearance as original as pos-
sible even if a few mod cons be-
hind the dash had been added.

Shane Bolding’s 1987 Series II 
Calais Turbo won Best Original 
in show.

Fellow local Brendan Benetti’s 
1941 Indian 741 v-twin three 
speed took out Best Bike.

A hobby, Brendan explained 
the bike has been built from a 
set of engine cases with all the 
work done over the 10 years he 
has owned the bike.

Rec reserve roared to life
Wonthaggi Show n’ Shine & Swap Meet President’s Choice Best Overall went to Adrian’s 1973 

Nissan 240Z. C26_0524
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Xavier and Mitchell Lester enjoy their 
local Australia Day event. A09_0524

Les White, Graham Walker and 
Marie Walker enjoy a traditional 
Aussie breakfast at the Kongwak Hall 
on Australia Day. 

David Walker and Mick Hughes 
help out at the Pound Creek 
Australia Day celebrations last 
Friday.

Enjoying the Australia Day celebra-
tions at Pound Creek last Friday 
were Jan Appleton, Jenny Chris-
tensen, Carmen Grayden and Noel 
Grayden.

John Hattam and Liz Cummins share a 
cuppa after the Australia Day celebra-
tions at Meeniyan. 

Lyndall Standish, and Carol and Rex 
Thorn attended the Australia Day 
morning tea at Glen Alvie.

Loretta Mabin, Barb Luke and Hans 
Kamphuis enjoyed Glen Alvie’s morn-
ing tea in celebration of Australia 
Day on Friday. 

Lucian Armstrong, Nate Forte and 
Sebastian Armstrong celebrated 
Australia Day in Inverloch.

The Inverloch Lions Club, including 
Dawn Rasmussen and Hazel Missen, 
provided a sausage sizzle at the Aus-
tralia Day ceremony in Inverloch. 

Wonthaggi Rotarian Graeme 
Sprague and Western Port Ward 
Cr Geoff  Ellis attend the Rotary 
Community Awards and Breakfast 
event on Friday. C01_0524

Nicole and Phil Fowler relax at 
Korumburra’s Australia Day event. 
A13_0524

Musician Craig Amy and Andrew 
Tucker of Wonthaggi catch up 
during breakfast ahead of the 
Rotary Community Awards 
Ceremony. C02_0524

Korumburra Lions Linda Whitaker, 
Jean Worthy and Kevin Cook ensure 
nobody goes hungry on Australia Day 
at Coleman Park. A14_0524

South Gippsland Shire Council-
lor Sarah Gilligan and Mayor Clare 
Williams took a moment after the 
duck races at Tarwin Lower for a 
photograph. C03_0524

Mal and Ange Clarke with Russ 
Matthews at the Australia Day 
celebration in Glen Alvie on Friday. 

Executive chef of the a la carte BBQ 
Patrick alongside wife Melissa Ferrie 
of Tarwin District Auto & Machinery 
Club had the BBQ spread down pat 
on Friday. C04_0524

Sentinel-Times
>>> ORDER THESE AND OTHER PHOTOS 5672 1888

Pictures of you and your friends at Australia Day 
events across Bass Coast and South Gippsland shires. 

Sebastian Armstrong celebrated 
Australia Day in Inverloch.

Judy Murphy, Helen Barrow, Lyn Skillern and Pearl Christoff ersen at the 

Leongatha Australia Day celebration. A08_0524
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AS THE PICES 2024 Pop Up Exhibition 
draws to a close, a new and exciting exhi-
bition is about to begin. In collaboration 
with Bass Coast Shire Council, PICES 
presents “PICES in Focus”, a two-week ex-
hibition featuring three highly respected 
local and regional contemporary artists 
Mae Adams, Andrew Kasper and Mark 
Schaller. PICES are very thrilled to have 
this calibre of artists participate.

In this exhibition paint, fibre and steel 
are brought together in this collective 
body of works, with each artist contrib-
uting a unique voice and story to their 
works. The diverse mediums employed 
reflect not only technical prowess but also 
a profound individuality, contributing to 
the richness and diversity of the overall 
artistic dialogue.

PICES in Focus emerges as a celebra-
tion of the local contemporary art scene, 
offering viewers a unique opportunity to 

delve into the personal stories and cre-
ative journeys woven into the fabric of the 
works.

The artists invite you to join them in the 
gallery on Sunday, February 4, at 2pm 
when they will share ideas about their 
art practice in a discussion moderated by 
well-known and local journalist Catherine 
Watson. All welcome.

The PICES in Focus Exhibition will be 
held in the Art Gallery, Berninneit, 91-
97 Thompson Avenue, Cowes and will be 
open daily 10am - 4pm from January 31 
– February 12.

PICES is very pleased to have received 
grants from Bass Coast Shire Council to 
assist with mounting this exhibition and 
from Regional Arts Victoria to make a 
short film of the artists involved.

Visit the PICES website pices.com.au 
for more information and keep up to date 
on instagram or facebook @picesartspace

Berninneit
91-97 Thompson Avenue, Cowes

Open 9.30am-5pm weekdays; 
10am-4pm Saturday and Sunday

Jan 31 - Feb 12

Bringing contemporary art to the community 

www.pices.com.au 
       @picesartspace

Proudly supported by

HM11189

Open Daily 10am - 4pm

Jan 31 - Feb 12

INC

Berninneit
91-97 Thompson Avenue Cowes

Bringing contemporary art to the community

www.pices.com.au
l f @picesartspace

Proudly supported by
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HERITAGE VEHICLE 
& MACHINERY DISPLAY

HISTORIC, CLASSIC, VETERAN TRUCKS, TRACTORS, 
CARS, MOTORBIKES AND CARAVANS. STEAM ENGINES. 

STATIONARY ENGINES. ALL 25 YEARS & OLDER.

Saturday and Sunday, February 3 and 4
Public gates open (no dogs allowed): Sat 10am-4pm, Sun 9.30am-2pm

Lardner Park, 155 Burnt Store Road, Lardner
Admission Adults $15, 12-18 years $5, exhibitors and under 12 free

• Saturday night dinner, bookings essential. 
Contact Helen 0437 953 304 

• Camping available (exhibitors only)

Enquiries: Peter 0419 001 948 
Email: heritagetrucks3820@gmail.com

Community Bank – Drouin & DistrictProudly 
supported by

What’s on YOUR LOCAL GUIDE TO ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Discover the diversity of local 
contemporary art at PICES

Hear their stories, see their creations 
and enjoy the diversity of three 
renowned artists artistic expressions. 
Work by Mark Schaller.

Works by Mae Adams will be on display 
as part of the PICES in Focus exhibition 
from January 31.

LARDNER Park will be swarming with 
all manner of vehicle and engine enthu-
siasts this weekend for the inaugural 
Heritage Vehicle and Machinery Display, 
a combined undertaking by Trafalgar 
Truck Restorers Club and Baw Baw Old 
Engine and Auto Club.

An exciting weekend for patrons and ex-
hibitors, the event will see historic, clas-
sic and veteran trucks, tractors, cars, 
motorbikes, caravans, steam engines and 
stationary engines over 25 years old in a 
display that promises to be bigger and 
better than ever before.

The committee have been working hard 
to bring the event to life in what is shaping 
up to be a fantastic day out for young and 
old, solivagants and families with every-
thing from restored examples and work-
ing trucks.

Committee member Peter Farley spoke 

of the broader range of exhibits people 
will see noting that truck enthusiasts, and 
those curious about them, will learn plen-
ty over the weekend.

From local favourites to those from fur-
ther afield, and originals that have been 
dragged out of the shed jump in the car 
and head down to Lardner Park.

Exhibitors are urged to set up before 
9.30am.

They gain free entry, as do those aged 
under 12 years.

The admission cost for those aged 12-
18 is $5, with adults paying $15.

Gates open to the public at 10am and 
close at 4pm on Saturday and 9.30am to 
2pm on Sunday.

Saturday night dinner is available for 
$35 a head, with bookings essential and 
they can be made by calling Helen on 
0437 953 304.

An array of machinery will be present at Lardner Park over the weekend.

Bigger and better than ever
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Public Entry
$10.00 Per Person

(Children under 16 Free)

Sunday 11th February 2024

Public Entry
$10.00 Per Person

Entry 6am Swap Meet Stall Holders, all Show Vehicles
7am Public Entry and Trade Stalls / Site holders

am Swap Meet Stall Holders, all Show Vehiclesam Swap Meet Stall Holders, all Show Vehiclesam Swap Meet Stall Holders, all Show Vehiclesam Swap Meet Stall Holders, all Show Vehicles
am Public Entry and Trade Stalls / Site holdersam Public Entry and Trade Stalls / Site holdersam Public Entry and Trade Stalls / Site holdersam Public Entry and Trade Stalls / Site holders

Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club, 75 Graham Street
Come and join in the laughs at South Coast FM Bingo

 RAFFLES  DOOR PRIZES  LUCKY NUMBER JACKPOT

JA
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48
6

WEDNESDAY 1pm - 3pm
THURSDAY 8pm - 10pm

WONTHAGGIWONTHAGGI

What’s on YOUR LOCAL GUIDE TO ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Wonthaggi Baptist Church 
81 McBride Avenue

Contact: Robert Hayward
Mob: 0412 645 478

Saturday

17
February
2.00pm

$25 pay at door
$5 students 

Afternoon tea 
provided

$25 pay at door

17
February

Contact: Robert Hayward Mob: 0412 645 478

Wonthaggi Baptist Church
81 McBride Ave

Classical & Jazz Pianist

DAVID KABAKOFF

In Concert

Saturday

$5 students
Afternoon tea

provided

2.00pm

Classical & Jazz Pianist

DAVID KABAKOFF
in concert

H
M

11
18
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The Royal Hijinks at Inverloch Jazz Club
THE “Royal Hijinks” are an 

exciting energetic collection of 
talented musicians.

Terry’s mandolin playing 
and quirky sense of humour 
set the tone, Sarah’s high en-
ergy gypsy violin and simulta-
neous gymnastic performance 
has to be seen to be believed. 
Silas’ simultaneous playing of 
keyboard and drums the real 
engine room of the band while 
Jen leads this group with gui-
tar and fine vocals.

This group will be playing at 
the Inverloch RSL on Febru-
ary 4 from 2pm - 4.30pm.

Visitors $28 cash. Enquires 
Marg 0438 420 770

LEFT: A musical spectacle 
will be on display by the 
Royal Hijinks this Sunday 
at Inverloch RSL.

THE Neerim Bower Sculpture Exhibi-
tion, in Neerim South, is a vibrant cele-
bration of art in Gippsland, with a flock 
of spectacular sculptures and the live 
creation of a brand-new mural.

For two weeks from February 10 – 
25, Neerim South will play host to the 
fourth Neerim Bower Sculpture Exhibi-
tion, a celebration of art that brings this 
cultural village to life. 

This year’s theme is ‘Free as a Bird’, 
drawing inspiration from the majestic 
Neerim Bower sculpture that welcomes 
visitors to town.

During the festival, the town of Neer-
im South will be flying – with sculptures 
popping up on streets and at Algie Hall 
(10am - 4pm). Expect to see stunning 
recreations of flight, metallic murmur-
ings, and abstract wings, all made by 
skilled sculptural artists with a deep 
appreciation for birdlife.

Sculptures aren’t the only artworks 
on display during the festival. A mural 
by celebrated Gippsland artist Melanie 
Caple will be painted live on the IGA su-
permarket’s south wall in an interactive 
art experience. Visitors are encouraged 
to watch the artistic process as the mu-
ral comes to life.

You can pick up your map to guide 
you around the outdoor sculpture ex-
hibition from Algie Hall or from local 
businesses.

Where: Neerim South
When: February 10 - 25
For more info visit neerimbower.com.au
To plan your visit to Gippsland, see 

visitgippsland.com.au

Fly high with art

Visit our website:
www.sgst.com.au

INTERPRETATIONS, an ex-
hibition featuring the creativ-
ity of artists living and work-
ing in South Gippsland, was 
officially opened on Thursday 
night at Coal Creek, offering a 
happy mix of ceramics, paint-
ing, photography, sculpture 
and decorated gourds.

Three of the artists whose 
works are included in the 
show exhibit at Anne Roussac-
Hoyne’s Rare Earth Studio Gal-
lery in Toora, including Anne.

She and Julie Lundgren 
Coulter paint with earth pig-
ments derived from crushed 
soft rock, otherwise known 
as ochre, and with charcoal, 
while Sue Gilford loves trans-
forming the gourds she grows 
into works of art using pyrog-
raphy. 

Fish Creek pair Andrew and 
Domenica Wallace, who run 
Wallace & Wallace Sculpture & 
Photography, are also part of 
the Coal Creek exhibition.

Andrew is the photographer 
and Domenica the sculptor.

Mandy Gunn’s paintings and 
Kate Stuart’s ceramics add to 
the impressive variety on dis-
play.

Anne explained that her pas-
sion for earth pigments sprang 
from a Meeniyan workshop 
she attended, learning how to 
use the naturally occurring co-
lours to create dyes.

She was inspired to paint on 
canvas, which was a new expe-
rience for her, and was pleas-
antly surprised when she sold 
17 paintings at her first exhibi-
tion, held at the Waratah Hills 
winery in Fish Creek.

Being a French teacher 
rather than a trained art-
ist, Anne wanted to see what 

experienced artists could 
create with earth pigments, 
encouraging others to take 
part in an exhibition at Fish 
Creek Hotel, her association 
with Julie starting there.

“We don’t mix colours; they 
are exactly as they come out of 
the earth,” Anne said.

The earth pigments are 
sourced from various places 
including a carpark in Tas-
mania and on Anne and her 
husband’s large beef farming 
property in Yanakie.

South Gippsland Shire 

Council mayor Clare Williams 
opened the ‘Interpretations’ 
exhibition, alongside council’s 
manager of economy, commu-
nity and investment Christian 
Stefani. 

“Something I love about our 
region is the unique creative 
scene,” Clare said.

Tying in with the South 
Gippsland theme of the ‘Inter-
pretations’ exhibition, coun-
cil’s tourism video was pro-
jected on a wall, showcasing 
the Shire’s natural environ-
ment, including seascapes.

Interpretations Exhibition 
officially launched at Coal Creek

Most of the artists displaying their works in the ‘Interpretations’ exhibition at Coal Creek 
were at the official opening, with Mandy Gunn, Anne Roussac-Hoyne, Kate Stuart and 
Domenica and Andrew Wallace present. A17_0524
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Signs of 
bureaucratic 
breakdown

Action required to  
avoid more lives lost

I WAS involved in assisting the recovery 
and failed resuscitation of a man near Surf-
ies Point on January 12. The rips there 
claimed another life.

A young lady near me told me that she 
and another rescued a 15-year-old girl from 
the same rip the previous day.

The rips are localised but powerful if surf 
is above 1.5 – two metres.

As I regularly stay on The Esplanade, I am 
cautious but have seen others rescued over 
the years. The signage of caution is woeful.

There are multiple signs, mostly about 
dog restrictions and wildlife protection, but 
a small note of ‘dangerous current’.

I feel clear signs of beware of rips, and a 
description of how to recognise them.

As there are no life savers, perhaps cam-
eras or drones might be used, and warn-
ings delivered on high-risk days.

Action is required now to avoid loss of 
more lives.

Terry Ahern

Thank you for the 
ceremonies

A BIG thank you to Bass Coast Coun-
cil and its Councillors for continuing with 
the traditional Australia Day ceremonies 
unlike some of the eighty odd woke coun-
cils that have cancelled them.

Remember that 68 per cent of Austra-
lians want Australia Day to remain on 
January 26. Something that a particular 
Bass Coast Councillor did not understand 
last year and is totally out of step with.

Australia Day: Reflect, Respect, Cele-
brate. Go back and read these three im-
portant words again. We are all part of 
this story. 

We have the best country in the world. 
Australia. Don’t divide it. Don’t spoil it.
Rob Parsons, The Gurdies 

Cultural venues a hit
CONGRATULATIONS to Bass Coast 

Shire Councillors, executive and staff for 
your stroke of sheer genius and determi-
nation in establishing Bass Coast Cultural 
Venues in Wonthaggi and our new Cultur-
al Centre, Berninneit in Cowes.

We ratepayers are often quick to voice 
our opinions and criticise our local gov-
ernment for their perceived mistakes. 
However, we also need to applaud their 
vision and tenacity when they get it bril-
liantly right, as Bass Coast Shire certainly 
have with this cultural initiative.

I’ve now had the pleasure of attending a 
number of live performances at both ven-
ues, culminating in Kate Ceberano’s evening 
concert at Berninneit last Saturday evening.

Great performers, great planning, great 

THE lack of transparency and ac-
countability in the public service has 
reached epidemic proportions.

Interminable delays with completing 
the Cape to Cape Resilience Project, 
supposed to address erosion issues at 
Inverloch, and the Distinctive Areas and 
Landscapes (DAL) review of the Bass 
Coast Shire Council’s planning scheme 
are cases in point, both holding up vital 
work.

The inability of Parks Victoria to re-
open the underground tours at Wont-
haggi’s State Coal Mine before the busy 
holiday season, despite receiving a $1.5 
million grant for the purpose last July, 
is just one of the examples that we 
know about because of public action 
and some level of transparency.

They haven’t even been able to reopen 
the café to date.

But it’s unfair to single out Parks Vic 
though because it is a seriously under-
funded service without the manpower 
or funding to manage its extensive re-
sponsibilities.

But there are many, many more nec-
essary works and services that has 
been delayed, shelved or buried due 
to the malaise and waste in the public 
service and a lack of transparency and 
accountability in government.

The Commonwealth Games, Victo-
ria’s Big Build, the cost and mistakes 
made in the pandemic response… it’s 
frightening what’s going on in govern-
ment at the moment and you can add 
local government into that as well.

It seemed like a small thing before 
there were six drownings on Bass Coast 
beaches in 13 days this month, but the 
failure by various government agencies 
to address the recommendations in the 
‘Bass Coast Shire Coastal Risk Assess-
ment’ report, as part of the Surf Life 
Saving Australia Beach Drowning Black 
Spot Reduction Program, are now in 
sharp focus.

Among other things (and we don’t 
know it all because agencies including 
Life Saving Victoria, the Bass Coast 
Shire, Parks Vic and PINP have refused 
to release the report in full) the report 
strongly recommends a shire-wide 
uniform signage strategy at our beach-
es and a commitment to a systematic 
monitoring and review process.

Signs aren’t everything, and as pointed 
out by readers of the Sentinel-Times on 
social media at the weekend, they aren’t 
specifically to blame for the drownings 
but, despite what people say, clear and 
effective signs do work…

No dogs, don’t walk on the grass, no 
entry, no parking; most people do read 
these signs and comply.

A sign that says: “Do not swim here, 
people have drowned” would have far 
more impact than the present mes-
sages, including the “Strong Currents” 
warning at Kilcunda Beach which may 
mean nothing at all to the inexperienced 
visitor.

And it’s an absolute disgrace to say 
the victims of these drownings should 
take responsibility for their own actions 
– they simply don’t know what they 
don’t know about the dangers that exist.

While taking immediate action to ad-
dress the weak messaging and poor 
state of our beach warning signs is vital, 
it’s more important for government to 
engage with the community on all these 
things with more transparency and ac-
countability.

Let this be the hallmark of the new 
Bass Coast regime under its new CEO 
Greg Box.

staff, great acoustics and beautiful accom-
modation at two central and local Bass Coast 
locations – well done Bass Coast Shire!
Peter Lynch, Tenby Point 

Let the fireworks continue
EVER since living in Inverloch and even 

around the other towns, I have always at-
tended the Council run fireworks. It is a 
special event for families and coming from 
India it always brings back memories for 
me of celebrations.

I was surprised to read that a child was 
injured as this is a family event. Being so 
parents and those with children in their 
custody need to also take the responsibility 
that these events have their risks and chil-
dren should not be in areas around this, so 
they are not compromised.

Safety is not only the responsibility of the 
organisers, but every individual attending 
needs to be accountable too. I actually saw 
people bringing their pets to the fireworks, 
which does not show much intelligence. 
Pets are always scared for loud noises and 
it shows how little people know about that.

I sincerely hope the child recovers and it 
is a shame that that had to happen. I hope 
that does not stop the event from happen-
ing because it brings a lot of joy to the town 
as it one of the most anticipated events as 
the crowds indicated.

Dilene Hinton, Inverloch

A “balanced plan” you say?
CLEARLY the opinion of at least two fore-

shore committee members is that views are 
their top priority, while the other suggests 
previous mismanagement of the foreshore, 
(Sentinel Times: January 23, p.5) despite the 
fact that the previous committee contracted 
expertise to outline a comprehensive plan 
for appropriate vegetation management of 
the foreshore (Vegetation Management Plan 
2020-24 Oates and Frood). 

This important document is not referenced 
by the current committee. The landscape 
plan is not reflective of the 60 per cent of sur-
vey respondents who regarded “protection 
and enhancement of native vegetation to be 
of the highest priority” (ranked above those 
who sought water views). 

In addition, DEECA agrees with this pro-
tection saying, “State government policy 
supports this response, and the reserve 
will be managed in compliance with native 
vegetation policy.” Adding, “striking a bal-
ance between water views, access, aesthet-
ics, and native vegetation management will 
require careful and considered planning 
at a greater detail than the landscape plan 
can provide for” (How Community Engage-
ment influenced Corinella Foreshore Reserve 
Landscape Management Plan 2022).

How far has DEECA strayed since then? 
There are many who wish to be further  
enlightened on this “balanced plan”. We 

ask that the Corinella Foreshore Commit-
tee of Management, and DEECA fulfil their 
accountability requirements to the commu-
nity, by holding a public meeting to explain 
their plan further, clarify points of difference, 
and openly discuss any concerns before any 
works commence on the foreshore. 

Alison Normanton, Corinella

Out-of-control weeds  
taking over

I RECENTLY read in the Sentinel regarding 
ragwort and the damage it causes.

Last year I had a conversation with the 
Agricultural Department about the out-of-
control weeds throughout Gippsland, East 
Gippsland and South Gippsland – the nox-
ious weeds are taking over our natural fauna. 

Ragwort, wide leaf broom and blackberries 
grow in abundance in properties and along 
most of our roadways. 

Six years ago I attended a seminar about 
these weeds, it was noted significant fines ap-
ply if they are not removed from your prop-
erty. 

In the recent conversation with the Agricul-
tural Department, I was told that shire coun-
cils have lost control of eradicating the weeds 
and no fines are in place. 

You can put so much time and expense into 
controlling the weeds on your own property, 
but it makes little difference when the weeds 
are in abundance outside your boundaries.

Fran Jacobsen

Cans go a long way
THANK you for this bigger picture snap-

shot of the 10c can and bottle container 
deposit scheme (January 16, pg. 5). As 
District Commissioner I have only seen it 
in a really local level like the Tarwin Junc-
tion Rover Crew Unit of Leongatha who 
were given 4500 cans that they recently 
returned to the Wonthaggi depot to add to 
fundraising for the 2024 programs they 
are running for youth aged 18 to 26. 

Not all returns in scouting have been 
big, but I know of many youth collecting 
up items around their community and 
returning these to fundraise for the 2025 
Jamboree in Queensland. These young 
people have also enlisted grandparents 
and extended families to keep a box at 
home and pass on their 10c item. 

I’d be foolish not to take this opportu-
nity to ask wider community members to 
donate to scouting with their returns, ei-
ther passing on the physical cans to us, 
contacting your local group to arrange, or 
when returning to machines, collection 
points or the big depos turning that re-
turn into a donation searching in the app 
or on the machine for a local scout group 
or giving to our state body “Scouts Victo-
ria” which still has a positive impact on 
scouting in the South Gippsland district.

Wombat Lyons, Scouts Victoria

Are you concerned about youth crime? 
Vox Pop

Bob Rennie
Moe
“It seems to be on the rise, 
and the law doesn’t protect 
the innocent.”

Fran Vodden
Pakenham
“Youth crime’s clearly an 
issue everywhere; it comes 
down to boredom mostly and 
they need a pathway for kids 
who have left school, and 
entertainment and activities.”

Adrian Darakai
Leongatha
“I’m not particularly 
concerned; we’re fortunate 
enough to live in an area that 
doesn’t seem to be affected 
by it, but I acknowledge it’s a 
problem for areas with higher 
rates of youth crime.”

Mark Pearce
Leongatha
“Yes, I am concerned about 
the volume of it and it seems 
to be the same ones, so they 
get into trouble and they’re 
back out doing it again.”
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WANTED
Do you have a house in Venus Bay?

Lets do a deal!
A tree change for a sea change.

I am the owner of 2 blocks of land in Flowerdale VIC.
Flowerdale is a 1 ¼ hr drive north of Melbourne. 

Both blocks are in Riverside Crescent, one at #5 and the other #18.
Check them out on realestate.com.au both blocks have sealed road frontage. 

5 Riverside Crescent, Flowerdale 3717

1100m2 and on a flood free site with the 
King Parrot creek running along the rear 

boundary, soil testing has been done 
and approval to build a three bedroom 

house. So catch a trout for breakfast and 
hunt deer in the afternoon. This block is 

cleared, flat and fully fenced. 
Currently advertised for $295,000

18 Riverside Crescent, Flowerdale 3717

1360m2, power connected,  
two structures on this block.

Structure 1: furnished and made into 
4 sections – sitting room, kitchen, one 
bedroom and an office with desk, filing 

cabinet and stationery cabinet. 
Power is also in place to service a two 
bedroom house. Block is fully fenced. 

Currently advertised for $330,000 
Original asking price $440,000

Combined value of the two blocks $625,000 
Happy to do a deal with either both blocks or just one with a cash adjustment.

Please ring Vern on 0409 418 460
Email: nataliefriend@outlook.com

PO Box 21 Ivanhoe, VIC 3079
P.S. prefer as close to shops as possible as I am having difficulty walking.

Looking for a walk- in walk- out deal.

Elders Korumburra 
11 Commercial St - Ph 5658 1894  
Don Olden 0417 805 312

Elders Leongatha 
37 Bair St - Ph 5662 3523 

Katrina Griggs 0428 571 083

Sharon Turton  
(Property Manager)

0439 383 091 
eldersrealestate.com.au

•	North	facing	4-bedroom,	2-bathroom	brick	veneer	home
•	Wrap-around	veranda,	perfect	to	enjoy	the	serenity	
•	Bush	corridor	with	creek,	tree	ferns,	wildlife	&	birdlife	
•	Numerous	tanks	and	a	large	dam	for	water	supply
•	Shedding	for	machinery	&	storage	plus	cattle	yards
•	Ideal	for	horses,	cattle,	sheep	or	other	interests

NYORA‘KOORRNONg’ 	|	11.56	ACRES

Price $1.2	Million Elders	Web	ID:	300P106223

•	3-bedroom,	open	plan	home,	revamped	kitchen
•	Huge	1812m2	block	with	subdivision	potential	(STCA)
•	Wood	heater,	2	x	split	system	reverse	cycle
•	Lovely	outdoor	entertaining	area	with	open	fire
•	Office/studio	with	established	gardens	&	lawn
•	Lock	up	shed,	garden	shed,	woodshed	

LOCH

new price

ELEvAtEd HOmE ON dOubLE SizE bLOCK

Price $699,000 Elders	Web	ID:	300P101665

•	4-bedroom,	2-bathroom	split	level	home	
•	Huge	living	area	with	wood	heater	&	split	system
•	Sweeping	verandah	with	scenic	valley	views
•	4.2kw	solar	system	that	feeds	back	into	the	grid
•	Tank	water	supplies	home,	seasonal	creek	for	stock
•	Leongatha	20	mins,	Inverloch	35	mins	&	Melb	2	hrs

mOuNt ECCLES

new price

mARvELLOuS mt ECCLES – 7.5 ACRES

Price $710,000 Elders	Web	ID:	300P101511

•	Architecturally	designed	brick	home	in	private	setting
•	Lock-up	shedding	(3	phase	power),hay	shedding
•	Heavy	carrying	rich	flats	&	undulating	to	rolling	hills
•	12	fenced	paddocks	serviced	by	central	laneway
•	Water	via	creeks,	dams	&	bore,	40”	pa	rainfall
•	Clean	pastures	with	excellent	fertiliser	history

dumbALK‘KiALLA’ ExCEPtiONAL gRAziNg & LifEStYLE	|	160	ACRES

Price $2.55	Million Elders	Web	ID:	300P105003

MORTGAGEE AUCTION
125 CLANCYS ROAD, KORUMBURRA

“CLANCYS LOOKOUT” SCENIC VIEWS ON 10 ACRES
• Picturesque 10 acres of undulating land
• 4-bedroom, 2-bathroom solid brick home
•  Superb shedding
•  Ideal for tradesmen,  

truck, or machinery storage
•  Located a 5-minute drive to  

Korumburra town centre

Inspection by private appointment or the  
following open for inspection time:   
Saturday February 3, 2024 at 11am
Auction Sat, Feb. 10 at 11am (if not sold prior).
Terms 10% deposit, balance in 30/60 days
Web ID: 300P134425
Contact: Don Olden 0417 805 312
 Katrina Griggs 0428 571 083 G
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Elders Korumburra 
11 Commercial St - Ph 5658 1894  
Don Olden 0417 805 312

Elders Leongatha 
37 Bair St - Ph 5662 3523 

Katrina Griggs 0428 571 083

Sharon Turton  
(Property Manager)

0439 383 091 
eldersrealestate.com.au

•	North	facing	4-bedroom,	2-bathroom	brick	veneer	home
•	Wrap-around	veranda,	perfect	to	enjoy	the	serenity	
•	Bush	corridor	with	creek,	tree	ferns,	wildlife	&	birdlife	
•	Numerous	tanks	and	a	large	dam	for	water	supply
•	Shedding	for	machinery	&	storage	plus	cattle	yards
•	Ideal	for	horses,	cattle,	sheep	or	other	interests

NYORA‘KOORRNONg’ 	|	11.56	ACRES

Price $1.2	Million Elders	Web	ID:	300P106223

•	3-bedroom,	open	plan	home,	revamped	kitchen
•	Huge	1812m2	block	with	subdivision	potential	(STCA)
•	Wood	heater,	2	x	split	system	reverse	cycle
•	Lovely	outdoor	entertaining	area	with	open	fire
•	Office/studio	with	established	gardens	&	lawn
•	Lock	up	shed,	garden	shed,	woodshed	

LOCH

new price

ELEvAtEd HOmE ON dOubLE SizE bLOCK

Price $699,000 Elders	Web	ID:	300P101665

•	4-bedroom,	2-bathroom	split	level	home	
•	Huge	living	area	with	wood	heater	&	split	system
•	Sweeping	verandah	with	scenic	valley	views
•	4.2kw	solar	system	that	feeds	back	into	the	grid
•	Tank	water	supplies	home,	seasonal	creek	for	stock
•	Leongatha	20	mins,	Inverloch	35	mins	&	Melb	2	hrs

mOuNt ECCLES

new price

mARvELLOuS mt ECCLES – 7.5 ACRES

Price $710,000 Elders	Web	ID:	300P101511

•	Architecturally	designed	brick	home	in	private	setting
•	Lock-up	shedding	(3	phase	power),hay	shedding
•	Heavy	carrying	rich	flats	&	undulating	to	rolling	hills
•	12	fenced	paddocks	serviced	by	central	laneway
•	Water	via	creeks,	dams	&	bore,	40”	pa	rainfall
•	Clean	pastures	with	excellent	fertiliser	history

dumbALK‘KiALLA’ ExCEPtiONAL gRAziNg & LifEStYLE	|	160	ACRES

Price $2.55	Million Elders	Web	ID:	300P105003

Elders Korumburra | 11 Commercial Street, Korumburra   eldersrealestate.com.au

Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

AUSTRALIA began construction of just 
23,058 new houses in the September 
Quarter 2023, the weakest quarter in 
over a decade and down by 21.6 per cent 
on the same quarter last year, accord-
ing to Housing Industry Australia senior 
economist Tom Devitt.

The ABS recently released its building 
activity data for the September quarter.

This data provides estimates of the 
value of building work and number of 
dwellings commenced, completed and 
under construction across Australia and 
its states and territories.

“This data reveals there were 103,707 
detached houses that commenced con-
struction in the 12 months to Septem-
ber 2023, down by 17.0 per cent on the 
124,940 commenced in the previous 
12-month period,” Mr Devitt said.

“This points to a slow start to National 
Cabinet’s ambition to build 1.2 million 
homes over the next five years starting 
mid-2024.

“Since the RBA’s first cash rate incre-
ate in May 2022, sales of new homes 
have tumbled. A number of earlier proj-
ects are also being cancelled, with banks 
withdrawing finance in the face of soar-
ing building costs and shrinking home-
buyer borrowing power. 

“This lack of new work entering the 
construction pipeline is expected to pro-
duce a trough in new house commence-
ment in 2024, when Australia will start 

construction on just about 95,400 new 
houses, the weakest year in over a de-
cade.

“There was also a decline in the num-
ber of multi-unit projects commencing 
construction, down by 9.6 per cent in the 
September Quarter 2023 to just 13,916, 
one of the weakest quarters in over a de-
cade.

“Multi-unit commencements are 
mounting a recovery on the back of popu-
lation growth and land constraints, with 
Australia expected to commence 84,400 
new multi-units in 2024.

“This would still put total detached and 
multi-unit commencements at less than 
180,000 in 2024, far below the 240,000 
per annum required to meet National 
Cabinet’s target.

“As fewer new projects begin construc-
tion, the pipeline of work that Australia’s 
home builders have under construction 
is expected to shrink rapidly this year.

“Meeting National Cabinet’s target will 
be largely dependent on the delivery of 
adequate private housing across the 
housing continuum. This will also have 
the biggest impact on the cost of housing 
and rental availability.

“Holding all levels of government to ac-
count for improving planning regimes, 
reducing red tape and supporting the de-
velopment of appropriate infrastructure 
and a skilled construction workforce, 
must be a priority this year.”

Government won’t meet housing targets

A COWES’ property, described as ‘a rare 
find’ and a ‘memory maker’ by O’Brien 
Judith Wright Real Estate auctioneer, 
Stavros Ambatzidis, when he put the 
premium location on Lovers’ Walk up 
for auction on Saturday, January 27 was 
nonetheless passed at a final vendor’s bid 
of $4 million.

More than 120 people turned out at 
the eagerly anticipated auction on site 
at 5 and 7 Charmandene Court, Cowes, 
a property on two titles, with two houses 
spanning approximately 1698 square me-
tres, with north-facing frontage to Western 
Port Bay, a short stroll from town.

However, while there was a significant 
amount of interest prior, and on the day, 
including possible buyers on the phone, 
there were no public bids, and it was left 
to Mr Ambatzidis to make the play with 
an initial vendor’s bid of $3.8 million, 
inviting $50,000 rises, but there were 
none.

However, it seems likely that the prop-
erty will sell within days.

Principal of O’Brien Judith Wright, 
Greg Davis, said there had been four of-
fers made after the auction which were 
“close to the reserve” and he expected to 
conclude a sale within days.

‘Rare’ Lovers’ Walk property 
passed in at auction

O’Brien Judith Wright Real Estate auctioneer, Stavros Ambatzidis, described 
the superbly located Cowes property, up for auction on Lovers’ Walk at Cowes as 
a “memory maker” when it was offered for sale on Saturday for the first time in 
almost 45 years.
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www.sej.com.au
SOUTH GIPPSLAND HWY, LEONGATHA
PHONE 5662 4033

MARDAN 

• Est. 1908 Edwardian Home
• Quiet location set on 5 acres
• 12ft ceilings, timber fl oors
• Country kitchen & spacious living
• 3 bed, 2 bath with formal dining
• Shedding, creek, dam & privacy

CONTACT AGENT

LEONGATHA NORTH 

• Magical 36 acres & great views
• 3 bed, 1 bath spacious home
• Open plan living & second living
• Productive grazing, 8 paddocks
• Ideal for cattle and hay production 
• Shedding, garden, great location

$1,195,000 

KOONWARRA

• Prepare to fall in love! 
• Contemporary Victorian Home
• 3 acres (approx.) paddock, garden
• Views, private & peaceful
• Open plan living, spacious & bright
• 4 QS BRs, 2 bath & family rooms

$1,850,000 - $1,920,000

BUFFALO

• Exceptional lifestyle – 10 acres
• All set up for cattle & horses
• Sandstone home with open plan
• 3 bed, 2 bath, 2 carport
• Exc. Shedding to suit all!
• Walk to the great southern rail trail

$1,170,000
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Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

5 2 2 3,065m2

1195 Nerrena Road, Nerrena
For Sale $920,000
Agent SEJ Real Estate
Irene Walker 0429 045 632

WITH uninterrupted, north facing views 
over the surrounding farmland, you will find 
this spacious five-bedroom family home.

Perfectly positioned on a neat three quar-
ters of an acre (approx.) which was once part 
of the former Mackey State School site which 
opened in 1913 and closed like so many 
small schools, in 1958. With the school 
closed and classrooms relocated, the land 
was sold off and here we are today with this 
well-crafted family home.

Built in 2006 by the renowned local build-
ers Considine & Johnston, you can be as-
sured all the quality foundations are in place 
with this family home.

The spacious sized home is well suited to 
families, even dual occupancy or perfect if 
you work from home, with plenty of space 
and lovely rural views.
The home features:
• �Open plan living with kitchen, dining, and 

living
• �Sliding doors opening out to the verandah, 

garden and farmland views
• �Electric oven, hot plate, dishwasher, and 

plenty of bench space and storage
• �A Nectre combustion wood fire in addition 

to a reverse cycle air conditioner
• Double-glazed windows throughout
• �Two additional rooms provide a sitting/

lounge and home study/office all with stor-
age

• �Five bedrooms all with built-in robes with 
the master having a walk-through robe to a 
dual access ensuite

• �Family bathroom with separate bath, 
shower, and toilet

• �The laundry once again provides great 
storage, bench space and easy access in-
side from the double garage shed

Externally:
• �Large two car garage with workspace and 

a second high clearance shed. And small 
garden shed.

• �Driveway parking, septic treatment plant, 
heat pump solar hot water including a 
4.5kw solar system on the house and two 
water tanks providing approx. 64,000L of 
water storage.

• �The well established, low maintenance gar-
den is a mix of fruit and citrus trees, veg-
etable and berry patch, ornamental carpet 
roses and beautiful natives.
Located just 11km, 10 minutes’ drive on a 

bitumen road from Leongatha, with a stun-
ning rural outlook.

Quality home 
with rural views
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eldersrealestate.com.auOv�  40 ye� s’ exp� ience

Bu� alo 90 acres
Excellent Grazing/Lifestyle at Bu� alo
• 90-acres of quality grazing land
• Laneway system & tracks to 15 paddocks
• Water supply via dams, spring & troughs

Web ID: 300P137238 $940,000

Korumburra  99.7 acres
Splendid Lifestyle Property 
• Undulating to rolling hill country
• 4 BR, 2-bath home & 1 BR, 1-bath cottage 
• New 8-bay shed, hay sheds, disused dairy

Web ID: 300P110309 $1,895,000

Leongatha 705m2
Charming Home in Convenient Location
• 3 BR 2 bath home, colonial style kitchen
• Front lounge has a gas log heater
• Fully fenced yard, low maintenance garden

Web ID: 300P6183 $670K - $720K

Korumburra  756m2
Great Investment or Ideal Family Home
• 4-bedroom, 2-bathroom home
• Open plan & spacious living area
• Ducted gas heating & split system R/C

Web ID: 300P101126 $500,000

Elders Korumburra
11 Commercial Street
Ph 5658 1894

Elders Leongatha
37 Bair Street
Ph 5662 3523

DON OLDEN 
Licensed Estate Agent 

0417 805 312

KATRINA GRIGGS 
Sales Consultant

0428 571 083

SHARON TURTON 
Property Manager

0439 383 091

HELEN ARESTIA 
Sales Support
03 5662 3523

NATALIE RES   
Sales Support
03 5662 3523
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price
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Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

WELCOME to “Clancys Lookout” 
an affordable lifestyle property lo-
cated on the outskirts of the popu-
lar South Gippsland township of  
Korumburra. The perfect opportu-
nity for your new lifestyle property 
with breathtaking views awaits.

The solid brick home is a renova-
tor’s delight to add your own distinc-
tive touch. There are four large bed-
rooms and two central bathrooms 
which include walk-in showers, bath 
and vanity. The kitchen features an 
electric wall oven, gas cook top, pan-
try, and ample of storage space. A 
spacious open plan living area leads 
out to the front porch and overlooks 
the picturesque land. 

There is no shortage of shedding 
on the property which consists of 
a 18x9m fully lock-up shed with 
power and concrete floor; which is 
an ideal space for machinery storage 
or a workshop, a 6x14.5m shed with 
concrete floor, 13.7x9m shed plus a 
horse shelter.

‘Clancys Lookout’ comprises 
10-acres of beautifully undulating 
land, which is made up of five pad-
docks making it ideal for a wide vari-
ety of hobby farm interests including 
horses, cattle, sheep, alpacas and 
more.

This property offers potential own-
ers a relaxed and secluded lifestyle 
while only a short drive to Korum-
burra’s shops and schools, 15 min-
utes to Leongatha, 20 minutes to 
the pristine beaches of Inverloch for 
swimming, fishing, and boating and 
Melbourne CBD is only 1.5 hours 
away.

Don’t miss out on this unique op-
portunity to secure an affordable 
lifestyle property on the outskirts of 
Korumburra. Contact Katrina Griggs 
on 0428 571 083 or Don Olden on 
0417 805 312 for an inspection or 
further information. Inspection by 
private appointment or the follow-
ing open for inspections times at the 
property: Saturday February 3, 2024 
@ 11am 

Terms: 10% on signing and balance 
30/60 days with vacant possession.

‘Clancys Lookout’ 
scenic views  
on 10 acres

125 Clancys Road, Korumburra
Mortgagee Auction Saturday,  
Feb. 10 at 11am (if not sold prior)
Agent Elders
Katrina Griggs 0428 571 083
Don Olden 0417 805 312

4 2 4 10 acres
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Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

300 Coghlan Road, Silverleaves
For Sale $1,130,000
Agent Alex Scott & Staff
Cowes Office 5952 2633

3 2 2 738m2

27 Radovick Street, Korumburra
For Sale $725,000
Agent Alex Scott & Staff
Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898

3 1 4 1160m2

FIRST time offered in 
many years is this tradi-
tional style custom built 
Federation home over-
looking the ninth fairway 
of the Cowes Golf Course, 
and just a short stroll to 
the beautiful north-facing 
beach of Silverleaves. 
Here you will find this 
grand style home nestled 
amongst established gar-
dens and native trees.

Designed to accom-
modate a big family, this 
large north-facing home 
offers open-plan living 
with nine-foot ceilings. 
As you walk through the 
entrance you are greeted 
with a light bright sunny 
living space and formal 
dining area with bay win-
dows showcasing the un-
interrupted views of the 
golfers playing the ninth 
hole. The open fireplace 
with a period timber man-
tel piece is a real show-
case. 

The second living area 
offers a huge light filled 
north facing living, dining 
area and fully appointed 
kitchen with American 
oak solid timber cabinetry 
with stone benchtops and 
black glass splashback. A 
Coonara wood-fired heat-
er and split system is a 
welcome touch and com-
plements this living area.

The expansive master 
bedroom is situated at 
the back of the house for 
privacy and offers a full 
ensuite. The remaining 

two bedrooms, all gener-
ously sized, have built-in 
robes and a modern fam-
ily bathroom services this 
area. Plantation shutters 
throughout with carpet 
and new vinyl plank floor-
ing give you a modern feel. 

This traditional Federa-
tion style home features 
ornate cornice, ceiling 
roses, dado rails and fret-
work. The traditional ex-
terior brickwork consists 
of soldier course bricks 
above the windows, bull-
nose bricks on the win-
dow ledges as well as cor-
ner and plinth bricks. The 
double garage, with plenty 
of storage and a work-
bench, is located at the 
front for ease of access.

This home offers the ul-
timate beachside lifestyle 
with its close proximity 
to the beach. The popular 
Silverleaves General Store 
is a five-minute walk away 
and the cafes and shops 
of Cowes are just a short 
stroll along the beach or 
along the newly complet-
ed beach track. All that 
the Island has to offer is 
within easy reach.

An exciting opportunity 
awaits to also purchase 
the adjoining block of 
land with a huge double 
garage to accommodate a 
boat and/or caravan.

Call Alex Scott & Staff 
on 5952 2633 to arrange 
your private inspection... 
You will not be disap-
pointed!

WELCOME to 27 Radovick Street,  
Korumburra! This solid three-bedroom, one-
bathroom residential house is now available 
for sale. With its prime location, quality con-
struction, and ample shedding, this property 
is ideal for those seeking a comfortable and 
convenient lifestyle and is perfectly situated 
for those wanting to create that work from 
home situation.

Step inside this well-built brick and tile 
home and feel comfortable you will have lim-
ited maintenance in the years to come. The 
layout seamlessly connects the living, dining, 
and kitchen areas, creating an ideal environ-
ment for family gatherings and entertaining 
guests.

The bedrooms are generously sized and of-
fer plenty of natural light, ensuring a peace-
ful and relaxing ambiance. With two garages 
and room for four vehicles, you’ll have more 
than enough space for a workshop, tools, 
storage needs or even to work from home.

One of the standout features of this proper-
ty is the newly constructed front deck, where 
you can unwind and enjoy the fresh air while 
overlooking the picturesque surroundings. 
Whether you’re sipping your morning coffee 
or hosting a barbecue, this outdoor area will 
become your favourite spot to relax and en-
tertain.

Located in the centre of town, this prop-
erty offers the ultimate convenience. You’ll be 
just moments away from local shops, cafes, 
schools, and medical and sporting facilities, 
ensuring everything you need is within easy 
reach. Don’t miss out on this fantastic oppor-
tunity to own a quality-built home in Korum-
burra. Contact us today to arrange a private 
viewing and make this property your own.

Disclaimer: Whilst every care has been 
taken in preparing the above information, 
it is to be used as a guide only. Please refer 
to the appropriate legal documentation to 
complete your due diligence.

Prime position - price 
reduced by $50,000

Golf course views -  
relaxed beachside living
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• Rural 13 acres
• 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom homestead
• Garage / disused dairy

$950,000
Contact: Korumburra Office

800 Korumburra-Warragul Road

RANCEBY 

• Modern family home
• 4 bedroom, 2 Living, 2 bath
• Inground heated pool

$665,000
Contact: Korumburra Office

9 Riflebutts Road

KORUMBURRA 

• 4 bedroom/ 2 bathroom
• Outdoor entertaining
• Views

$599,000
Contact: Korumburra Office

18 William Street

KORUMBURRA

• 3 bedrooms
• Renovated cottage
• Plenty of parking

$549,000
Contact: Wonthaggi Office

162 White Road

WONTHAGGI

•  2 bedrooms
•  Modern unit
•  Close to shopping

$480,000
Contact: Wonthaggi Office

2/26-28 Graham Street

WONTHAGGI

•  Character filled home
•  1442m2 allotment
•  Beautiful native gardens

$1,190,000  
Contact: Wonthaggi Office

6A Hill Street

KILCUNDA 

LEONGATHA 
5662 0922

41 Bair Street 
Andrew Newton 0402 940 320  

Emily Clifford 0422 622 299 
Tony Giles 0407 528 192
Dan Huther 0418 334 801

KORUMBURRA
5655 1133

36 Bridge Street
Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898

WONTHAGGI
5672 1911   

Cnr Murray & Billson Streets
Cal Nation 0439 334 163

Mick Chambers 0418 349 783
Phil Hanley 0417 140 508 H

M
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38
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 ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU

•  Court location
•  Great shedding
•  3 bedrooms plus studio

$699,000
Contact: Wonthaggi Office

12 Willow Court

WONTHAGGI

GRANTVILLE
5678 8433

1505 Bass Highway

• 3 bedroom + study, 2 bathroom and shed
• 1026m2 (approx.) Corner Allotment
• Fully fenced with room for boat, caravan etc

$660,000
Contact: Grantville Office

21 Smythe Street

CORINELLA

• Immaculately maintained 3 bedroom home
• Fully fenced, carport & garden shed
• Great first home buyers

$470,000 - $490,000
Contact: Grantville Office

6 Semaphore Street

CORONET BAY

• Tastefully Renovated 
• 958m2 allotment (appox) 
• 3 bed, 2 bath, outdoor entertaining area

$799,000
Contact: Grantville Office

34 Smythe Street

CORINELLA

• Charming weatherboard home
• ¼ acre allotment (approx.)
• Double garage and workshop

$739,000
Contact: Grantville Office

9 Grantville Glen Alvie Road

GRANTVILLE

• Centre of town
• 1,160m2 block
• Shedding, rear access

$725,000
Contact: Korumburra Office

27 Radovick Street

KORUMBURRA

• 2 bedroom, 1 bathroom 1 carport
• Upgraded internally
• Close to Leongatha CBD

$460,000
Contact: Leongatha Office

5 Gray Street 

LEONGATHA
OPEN THURS. FEB 1, 4.30-5PM

• 4 bedroom, 2 bath, 4 car
• Dual occ opportunity 
• Land approx. 1.5 acres 

$1,069,000
Contact: Leongatha Office

46 Koonwarra Inverloch Road

KOONWARRA
OPEN SAT. FEB 3, 9.30-10AM

• 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom
• Large living plus outdoor entertaining
• As new home, quality build

$849,900
Contact: Leongatha Office

6 Harding Lane 

 LEONGATHA    
OPEN FRI. FEB 2, 4.30-5PM

• 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 2 living
• Elevated rural views
• Garage + room for rear yard access

$615,000
Contact: Leongatha Office

67 Parr Street 

 LEONGATHA
OPEN THURS. FEB 2, 5-5.30PM



34   |   TUESDAY, JANUARY 30, 2024   |   SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES 

Hot dip galvanised universal beam frames
Permit assistance available
Built in Gippsland for Gippsland conditions
Spans from 12m wide

Manufacturers of Farm & Industrial Sheds
Since 1976

Farm ShedsFarm ShedsFarm Sheds
built like they should bebuilt like they should be

be

VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE:

• Dairy Sheds
• Feed Pad Covers
• Stockyard Covers
• Industrial & Commercial Sheds
• Hay & Machinery Sheds
• Calf Rearing Sheds
• Packing Sheds
• Calving Barns 03 5152 2321

bairnsdaleeng.com.au
sales@bairnsdaleeng.com.au SUCCESS THROUGH SERVICE

LIVESTOCK AGENTS,
LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENTS,

PROPERTY MANAGERS, AUCTIONEERS
www.alexscott.com.au

36 BRIDGE STREET, KORUMBURRA   PH: 5655 1133   FAX: 5655 2480

Real Estate Sales

Livestock Sales
KORUMBURRA

David Ryan  0408 311 895
Dean Bailey 0438 531 672

LEONGATHA
Dane Perczyk - Livestock Manager 0408 176 063
Kaleb Jans  0487 155 471

WARRAGUL
Neil Darby - Livestock Manager 0418 595 265
Terry Ahearn 0438 562 816
Jordan Sim 0448 058 435
Mark Malacarne 0418 654 590

FOSTER
Dick Faulkner 0408 595 174
Brian Vuillermin 0429 436 040

WONTHAGGI
Rob Ould - Livestock Manager 0408 595 183
David Holden 0428 749 390
Alan Bolding 0419 723 255
Dale Atherton 0428 888 300 

PAKENHAM
David Setches - Livestock Manager 0409 443 473
Glenn Barwick 0408 975 476
Morgan Croucher  0457 001 877 
Tim Gibson  0420 306 599

KORUMBURRA
Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898

WONTHAGGI
Phillip Hanley 0417 140 508
Cal Nation 0439 334 163
Mick Chambers  0418 349 783

GRANTVILLE
Brian Silver  0407 347 509

INVERLOCH
Marni Lee Redmond 0403 525 413

BERWICK
Tom Gibson  0438 574 472

LEONGATHA
Andrew Newton 0402 940 320
Peter Dwyer 0428 855 244
Emily Clifford 0422 622 299
Tony Giles 0407 528 192
Dan Huther 0418 334 801

WARRAGUL
Alan Steenholdt 0409 423 822

PAKENHAM
Tom Gibson  0438 574 472 

LANG LANG
Scott McKenzie  0427 552 898

MELBOURNE LAND
Matt Koster  0474 781 711 

COWES
Greg Price  0419 337 441
Maree Malloy 0408 316 715
Chase Watters 0423 272 819

VENUS BAY
Daniel Lawrie 0417 631 252
Sue Lawrie 0419 885 489

KOO WEE RUP
Michelle Lunney  0457 120 277
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SMALL ACREAGE CULTIVATION

ALL AREAS • Phone Greg 0419 393 375
MR AGRI

• Pasture mulching
• Slashing
• Hoeing & ripping
• Seeding
• Spraying
• Fertiliser spreading
• Float hire

A SMALL community corner 
cupboard on the front lawn of a 
Wonthaggi yard graced with ma-
ture trees and a path leading to 
the wide verandah of a weather-
board house beckons you inside 
to discover what might grow be-
yond. 

Going through to the backyard, 
perfectly imperfect gardens cul-
tivated by members of a young 
family showcase a real and prac-
tical example of what can be 
achieved by a busy family. 

And it is one of 17 gardens that 
people can peruse with all their 
senses in the upcoming Bass 
Coast Edible Garden Weekend.

Clare Zagorski and her family 
began gardening, among other 
things, in an effort to live in line 
with the principles and ethics of 
sustainability; to live in an envi-
ronmentally conscious and re-
sponsive way, in answer to the 
global malady of climate inac-
tion. 

Part of this effort involved gift-
ing their children, Ziggy and Etta 
with their very own empty garden 
beds. 

“I'm quite passionate about the 
principles of permaculture, and 
gardening is a training ground or 
a learning opportunity to teach 
those principles of sustainabil-
ity,” explained Clare. 

“Sustainable ways of living 
were just born of a genuine con-
cern for the planet and for the fu-
ture of not only my kids, but also 
the next generation.”

Etta plants a beautiful  

assortment of flowers each year, 
collecting the seeds to plants 
again and she has gained an un-
derstanding of the closed ecologi-
cal systems of plants and nature. 

While Ziggy appreciates aes-
thetics, his garden is more about 
growing edible plants with wa-
termelon saplings shooting in a 
sparse and untamed space.

Instilling the idea to her chil-
dren of putting in a bit of effort, 
grit and hard yakka to reap ben-
efit as well as teaching her chil-
dren about how and where food 
is grown are also Clare’s goal. 

A well-established and always 
fruiting lemon tree has branches 

that arch under the weight of 
fruit, which often keeps the com-
munity corner stocked.

Around the corner, beds burst 
with tomato bushes, trailing cu-
cumbers and a rambling assort-
ment of other veggies. 

The fruits of Clare’s labour are 
shared with the birds, but she’s 
ok with that, and figures they can 
take half and the family can take 
half.

Rescued and rehomed bees 
buzz at the back of the garden, 
their usefulness as pollinators 
to help create an abundant gar-
den is the motivation for keeping 
them, rather than the honey.  

“Gardening is so experimen-
tal and you don't really have to 
spend any time researching or 
understanding it. I kind of love 
that about gardening because 
I just don't have time to be too 
fussy with it,” Clare explains. 

While not a showy garden, the 
Zagorski’s patch provides an op-
portunity for the couple to con-
nect with their kids, to have fresh 
veggies and to share their abun-
dance and exchange through the 
community corner.

“Gardening is incredibly forgiv-
ing and there's an opportunity to 
learn together and just have a go, 
and for children and families to 
be able to connect more with dirt 
and just the basic principles of 
living,” said Clare. 

The Bass Coast Edible Garden 
Weekend is on February 10 – 11. 
Follow Clare on Instagram at 
waste_ conscious_mama.

ON THE LAND
THE BAN on duck hunting 

has long been a contentious is-
sue and looks set to continue 
as it is expected the Premier of 
Victoria, Jacinta Allen will al-
low the sport to stay.

Calling a meeting yesterday, 
the Premier was expected to dis-
cuss stricter controls around 
hunting seasons, bag limits and 
greater penalties for hunters 
not doing the right thing.

This move ultimately rejects 
the key recommendation from 
an inquiry into the sport, held 
last year, which was for the gov-
ernment to ban duck hunting. 

The inquiry received a record 
10,300 submissions, showing 
great support from Victorians 
on both sides of the argument.

Findings from the inquiry 
show that there are 58,000 li-
cenced hunters in the state and 
the Government makes over $8 
million per year from game and 
licence revenue. 

It also found significant con-
cerns around the wounding 
and death rate of threatened 
native bird species during hunt-
ing season, whether that be ac-
cidental or intentional. 

There was also reportedly 
a major problem with duck 
shooters complying to rules.

However, pressure about al-
lowing the sport to continue 
isn’t just coming from hunters 
and hunting groups, it’s also 
coming from a large metropoli-
tan based union.

In March 2023, hundreds of 
Electrical Trades Union (ETU) 

members walked off Victoria's 
Metro Tunnel project to protest 
their right to hunt and camp.

Following this protest, in 
June 2023, ETU state secretary 
Troy Gray informed the inquiry 
there would be a mass walk 
off from major construction 
projects if the ban was imple-
mented.

Providing more than a few 
reasons for the Government to 
maintain a duck hunting sea-
son. 

Aside from banning the sport, 
the inquiry made other major 
recommendations, including 
allowing Traditional Owners 
to retain hunting rights, turn-
ing public game reserves into 
outdoor recreation areas – con-
stituting up to 3.5 million hect-
ares of public land, authorities 
can still hunt and control na-
tive birds that are pests to ag-
ricultural land, to end the use 
of lead shot and investigate 
the impact of hunting on wet-
lands and if no ban is made, 
require hunters to undertake 
an Aboriginal cultural heritage 
awareness program. 

Shooters, Fishers and Farm-
ers MP Jeff Bourman told ABC 
Radio Melbourne that he wel-
comed the decision and would 
back greater education for 
hunters to reduce the wound-
ing rate of birds.

"I think that there has been a 
fairly dedicated group of peo-
ple, including myself but not 
just myself, that have made this 
happen," he said.

Decision on duck hunting following inquiry An imperfectly perfect garden

Etta shows off her garden of 
flowers, from which she collects 
the seeds and plants again the 
following year, and will show 
others how, as part of the Bass 
Coast Edible Garden Weekend.

A real and practical example of a 
garden created by a young busy family 
will be one of 17 gardens as part of the 
Bass Coast Edible Garden Weekend. 
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LOCK IN THE SAVINGS 
WITH OUR TAILORED
FINANCE RATES

LEONGATHA - 03 5637 3300
TRAFALGAR - 03 5633 1588
MAFFRA - 03 5141 1700

ttmi.com.au

INCREDIBLE SAVINGS ACROSS THE RANGE
Get ready to power through 2024 with unbeatalbe deals on 20-200 
horsepower tractors with our FARMALL, MAXXUM, and PUMA models 
from Case IH. 
Tractors are ready for immediate delivery - Get into your new tractor 
and put it to work straight away!

Stay ahead in the field without breaking the bank. Stay ahead in the field without breaking the bank. 
Ask us about our tailored finance packages teamed with competitive 
finance rates to minimise your costs and maximise your returns.

Limited stocks, Maximum savings!
You’ll need to hurry, stocks on offer at these prices will not last - act 
now before this offer is gone for good.

Call in or call your nearest branch to lock in the savings. 

# Offer ends 30/03/2024
full terms ttmi.com.au/promotions

TTMI’S MASSIVE PLATE CLEARANCE SALE
TRACTOR & LOADERS FROM $900/HP

Jake Anthony 0467 297 794
Simon Henderson 0428 740 750

David Phelan 0429 050 349

• Prime & Store cattle sales  
at VLE Leongatha

• Auctions Plus Sales
• Live Heifer Export Orders 

• O/Hooks sales to Processors
• Rural Property Real Estate

Phelan & Henderson & Co. Phelan & Henderson & Co. 
STOCK & STATION AGENTS  
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MARKET REPORT
Brought to you by...

     VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 
www.stewartsgippsland.com.au

PHONE 5941 7514
ESTABLISHED 1999
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ON THE LAND

Lardner Park Calf Market Report
Monday, January 22, 2024
Jersey & Jersey x .....................$20 to $30
Friesian Bulls ........................$42 to $106
Beef Bulls ..............................$80 to $290
Beef Heifers ...........................$30 to $305
Number of Calves: 61
Number purchased to rear: 28

Visit our website:
www.sgst.com.au

THE Meikle family 
opened their farm on Sun-
day afternoon to share 
their Tarwin Poll Herefords 
herd with Gippsland pro-
ducers. The annual occa-
sion allows David and Ann 
to interact with local farm-
ers and share the story be-
hind their seventy years of 
breeding. 

Tarwin Poll Herefords 
was established in 1950 by 
the Meikle family after Da-
vid’s parents moved to the 
Meeniyan farm in 1926; 
today the South Gippsland 
property is home to the 
fifth generation. 

David explained that beef 
week isn’t purely about re-
tailing but an opportunity 
to meet new people, build 
relationships with clients 
and interact with new buy-
ers.

“I find the open days 
valuable; we’re given 
more time to chat - dis-
cuss what is needed on 
their end and to also re-
ceive feedback – which 
keeps me on track.” 

“On days like today I sim-
ply bring all the bull calves 
down from the gully where 
visitors can walk through 
and see what we will have 

available for the following 
year,” said David. 

Tarwin Poll Herefords is 
also a part of the Gippsland 
Performance Herefords 
group who annually run a 
September online auction.

“These open days are a 
great opportunity for buy-
ers to make note of num-
bers for sales at a later date 
and for us to have a good 
conversation about breed-
ing programs - it’s a two-
way flow of information.” 

For more information on 
Tarwin Poll Herefords visit 
tarwinpollherefords.com.
au

SOUTH Gippsland 
Landcare Network is 
thrilled to introduce a new 
way to turn your trash – 
specifically cans and bot-
tles – into trees.

Through Victoria’s Con-
tainer Deposit Scheme, 
you can choose that the 
10 cents you are entitled 
to receive for each eligible 
drink container deposited 
at a refund point is donat-
ed to the South Gippsland 
Landcare Network.

Every cent donated will 
go towards tree plantings 
for koala and wildlife hab-
itat in South Gippsland.

How it works is as easy as 
one, two, three:

1. Collect: gather eligible 
drink containers.

2. Find: locate your near-
est refund point.

3. Donate: set South 
Gippsland Landcare Net-
work Inc as your chosen 
charity in your CDS app.

Every cent counts – 100 
per cent of the donations 

received will be dedicated 
to tree plantings, ensur-
ing the preservation and 
expansion of koala and 
wildlife habitat in South 
Gippsland.

“It’s great to see the gov-
ernment giving the com-
munity a real incentive to 
recycle their trash,” South 
Gippsland Landcare Net-
work chair Jillian Staton 
said.

“I encourage you and 
your kids to collect as 
many eligible containers 
as possible and return 
them to the refund point 
so that we can reduce 
waste and help local wild-
life.”

By getting involved, the 
community can make a 
significant different and 
contribute to a healthier 
environment for wildlife.  

AGRICULTURE Victoria is offering farm-
ers an opportunity to participate in a free 
online business program designed to help 
farm businesses better manage risk in the 
face of a variable climate.

The online program, commencing in Feb-
ruary on Wednesdays, is suitable for live-
stock, grain, mixed farmers, horticultural-
ists, and apiarists. 

Agriculture Victoria Farm Business Resil-
ience Project Leader, Kit Duncan-Jones said 
participants will improve their skills and 
knowledge to better prepare for and man-
age risk, adapt to change, and strengthen 
their farm businesses.

‘The course is designed to help farmers 
set and achieve their individual business 
goals and is relevant to those who are new 
to farming and young farmers, as well as 
more experienced farmers,’ Mr Duncan-
Jones said.

An introductory session will be run in ear-
ly February, followed by five sessions on key 
farm management topics, including: 
• �Identifying and managing risks, strategic 

planning and setting business goals 
• �Financial management, budgeting and 

profitable decision making. 
• �Managing people on farm, succession 

planning and farm safety 
• �Climate risk and natural resource man-

agement 
• �Business planning. 

As part of the course participants will be 
offered a one-on-one session with an expe-
rienced farm management consultant to re-
view their business plan.

Mr Duncan-Jones said participants will 
be supported by Agriculture Victoria staff 
and team of consultants from Pinion Advi-
sory.

“Online delivery of the course allows farm-
ers from anywhere in the state to partici-
pate, from the comfort of their own homes 
and without the added time commitment of 
travel.

“If you’re a farmer who wants to bet-
ter manage your business, strengthen 
your farm resilience to withstand future 
droughts and shocks, and set up your farm 
for success now and into the future – this is 
the program for you.”

To register your interest, please complete 
this short survey at forms.office.com/r/ag-
5FRMTiV3 

For more information, contact Sarah 
Clack on 0417 316 345 or at sarah.clack@
agriculture.vic.gov.au 

The Farm Business Resilience Program is 
jointly funded through the Australian Gov-
ernment’s Future Drought Fund and the 
Victorian Government’s Future Agriculture 
Skills Capacity Fund.

Further information can also be found 
on the Agriculture Victoria at agriculture.
vic.gov.au/farm-management/managing-for-
and-during-drought

Online farm  
business program 
helps manage risk 

David Meikle of Tarwin Poll Herefords. Z24_0524

Over seventy years of breeding

Turn your trash into trees with Landcare

Fosky donating to the South Gippsland Landcare 
Network for koala habitat.
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BLINDS
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N
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43Free measure & quote

“We come to you”
 Hollands   Sunscreens  Romans

 Canvas awnings  Verticals
 Timber & aluminium Venetians

AH: 5672 38740419 526 0800419 526 080

Zap’s Blinds

Servicing Gippsland - Mark & Rachael Zappa

DINGO SERVICES

H
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BEN’S DINGO SERVICES

0408 387 722

l Dingo (rubber tracks)
l Bucket work
l Rotary Hoe
l Trenching
Operating locally 
since 2001

l 2 ton excavator
l Post hole boring

TRADES TRADES    SERVICESSERVICES
DIRECTORY

&

ASPHALTING
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ASPHALT
Schoolgrounds, Driveways

Carparks & repairs

66 Nardoo Street, Cape Paterson 3995

Mike Rowley 0411 412 707

ANTENNAS

PAULS ANTENNAS
• Professionally installing Antennas 

• Data Points TV mounting 
• Extra TV points

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Same day service. Covering all areas 
Call Paul anytime 0402 429 114
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N
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03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

f Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

AU22840

AIR CONDITIONING

H
M

66
29

CARPET CLEANING
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Cleaner CarpetsCleaner Carpets
Britt

ys

• Carpets • Tiles • Cars• Carpets • Tiles • Cars
• Upholstery • Mattresses• Upholstery • Mattresses

Reasonable rates and friendly service.Reasonable rates and friendly service.
Call David Britt todayCall David Britt today

0400 907 2010400 907 201

CURTAINS & BLINDS
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dollar curtains + blinds

value in every dollar

21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi  5672 2915
www.dollarcurtainsandblinds.com.au

curtains

shutters

blinds

outdoor

BUILDER
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Specialist builder of period style custom homes.

0428 496 266
brad@bradmccormackhomes.com.au CDB-U 66015

BUILDER
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BUILDER/CARPENTER

PAUL VANDERMEER
Mobile: 0427 750 568

FREE QUOTES

Over 25 years experience
Bathrooms a speciality
• Decking • General repairs • Kitchens

• Bathrooms  • Plastering • Painting  
• Pergolas • Renovations

• Doors & window installation • Built-in robes

joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

ELECTRICIAN
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joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

JOEL SHARPE 0412 950 720
www.jselectricians.com.au

For all your electrical works including
• Domestic upgrades

• Maintenance and Repairs
• TV, data and home networking

• Lighting installations & upgrades
• Kitchen appliances install

DECK RESTORATION
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BEFORE

AFTER

®

Specialists in restoration
& preservation of timber decks

Residential & Commercial

SERVICING ALL OF BASS COAST

1800 332 525
www.deckseal.com.au

ELECTRICIAN
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Alan Hedley
Electrical
0418 538 560
AH 5672 2191
Small jobs - no problem

REC 13004

CONCRETING
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• Exposed aggregate • Driveways
• Crossovers • Cow lanes
• Factories • Shed floors

Call Leo: 0419 580 3010419 580 301

CONCRETING
LB

03
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Justin StollJustin Stoll 0409 425 054 e: stollcrete@outlook.come: stollcrete@outlook.com

Sheds - Driveways - CrossoversSheds - Driveways - Crossovers
Footpaths - Concrete Garden EdgingFootpaths - Concrete Garden Edging
Plus much more - Free measure & quotesPlus much more - Free measure & quotes

For all your concreting needs
STOLLCRETE

CONCRETING
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440491 950 640

CONCRETING
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REINFORCED CONCRETE 
SOUTH GIPPSLAND

For all your  
concreting needs

Phone: 0447 137 009
Email: 

reinforcedconcreteaustralia@gmail.com

ELECTRONICS
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James Dell
10 Ashenden Street

Leongatha, Vic, 3953
5662 3891

admin@gardnerelectronics.com.au

Security/Access control • CCTV • TV
• Data/Phone • Home Theatre • PA

Gardner Electronics

AIR CONDITIONING
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There’s joy in watching some things grow.
Your gas bill isn’t one of them.

NATIONAL ASTHMA 
COUNCIL AUSTRALIA

®

*

ALIRA

A step ahead of the rest, blending in harmoniously with modern decors 
and delivering whisper quiet comfort at industry leading efficiency.

- Increased energy efficiency*

- 2-Area Intelligent Eye human presence sensor

- Fitted with a titanium apatite deodorising air purification filter

- Coanda airflow and more

FTXM-UVMA / FTXM-PAVMA (2.0kW - 9.5kW)

Only

Dealer Name 
Dealer Address Line 1 
Dealer phone number | Dealer website

*Conditions apply.

Find out more today!  
Call XXXX XXXX or www.XXXXXXXX

$X,XXX

AU33404enquiries@easyair.com.au

BEST PRICE GUARANTEED ON ALL 
DAIKIN AIR CONDITIONERS
VEU rebates available

ENERGY EFFICIENT
HEATING & COOLING

5672 2426CALL FOR A 
FREE QUOTE

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
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Nick 0421 170 827
nick@basscoasthvac.com.au

Heating & A/C install and maintenance
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

AIR CONDITIONING
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AU39230

PRE-SUMMER
COOLING SALE

SALE, INSTALLATION 
& REPAIR 

citytocoastair.com  
0400 001 465

BUILDER
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Renovating your bathroom?
We specialise in bathroom
renovations and general 
carpentry.

David Cowan 
Builder
0425 811 443
Reg. DB-L71510

AUTO ELECTRICIAN
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Be ready for the upcoming summer...
We are your local experts in:

• Vehicle Air Conditioning service & repairs
• Starter Motors & Alternators

• Install and Repair Electric Brakes
• Headlight upgrades & replacements

• Battery Sales & Spare Parts
Call us to book your vehicle in 5672 1404

82 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

AU41363

ADVERTISING

DIRECTORY
TRADES TRADES    SERVICESSERVICES&

Advertise your business in the

$50 per edition full colour
$33.70 per edition mono

(Min of five consecutive editions)

EXCAVATION
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         ABN: 70 380 417 471

Contact Pat:
m: 0438 025 720
e: patrickbrosnan@y7mail.com

• General excavations
• Site cleans
• Driveways
• Site cuts

Contact us for a 

free quote!Contact us for a 

free quote!

Contact Pat: 0438 025 720
e: patrickbrosnan@y7mail.com

• General excavations
• Site cleans • Driveways • Site cuts

Contact us for a free quote!Contact us for a free quote!

EARTHMOVING & TREES
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E: tbunn@outlook.com.au
MACHINERY:

• CAT326 Excavator 26 tonne
• CATD7 Bulldozer 25 tonne

• Giltrap Tip Trailers 16 tonne
• MF 7615 4WD tractor with front 

end loader (180 horsepower) • Power grader 
• Scraper • Large wood chipper that can 

handle any size logs, alternative to burning

EARTH MOVING & TREES
TREVOR BUNN 0427 572 270

ELECTRICS

LB
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• SPECIALISING IN ALL ASPECTS OF 
POWER, LIGHTING & TV SOLUTIONS

• FREE QUOTE AND 24/7 SERVICE

CONTACT JOHN 0401 387 563
nooyelectrics@outlook.com

REC32512

CLEANING SERVICES

JE
N
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Email: ashleypttrsn009@gmail.com

Call Ashley:
0417 351 526
South Gippsland

• Domestic
• NDIS cleaning

CARPENTRY

ZAK SYDENHAM
CARPENTRY SERVICES

Call for a quote
0417 307 748

zac@zscustombuilds.com

• All aspects of carpentry  • New builds
• Home modifications  • Decks
• Major Renovations  • Pergolas
Servicing South Gippsland & Bass Coast

LB
12

59
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HOME & GARDEN
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N
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TRADES TRADES    SERVICESSERVICES
DIRECTORY

&

TRACTOR REPAIRS

H
M
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30

Speedy’s Tractor Repairs  
Mobile Service

Craig Davey:  
0428 598 645 

Servicing West & South 
Gippsland and  
Melbourne’s South East

RE-STUMPING

JE
N

02
76keanesrestumpting@outlook.com

PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

KEANE & SON
House Restumping & Levelling

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly? 
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly? 
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212
ROOF RESTORATION

S.O.S.ROOFING

Call Steve 0412 160 071Call Steve 0412 160 071

YOUR LOCAL ROOFER

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

• Find and � x leaks • Roof repainting
• Roo� ng repointing • Valley renewal

• Roof demossing • Guttering • Gutter cleaning JE
N

19
82

SECURITY

JE
N

19
88

South Gippsland 
Security Services

• Patrols  • Guards  •  Alarm responses
• Alarm monitoring

Your local security company for 
Leongatha, Korumburra & district

Call Peter & Lesley Allman 5662 4280
Mob. 0427 516 317. Fax 5662 4259. 

                       sgsecurity@bigpond.comLic. No. 655-194-50S

GUTTER CLEANING

LB
10

02VACUUM 
GUTTER CLEANING

Tree Pruning & Removals | Solar Panel Cleaning
Fully insured and 20 years experience

FREE QUOTES
Phone Lochie
0417 315 846
Servicing all areas
impacttg@bigpond.com

PLUMBER

RELIABLE PLUMBER
Fast Response at an honest price

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed Lic. No. 119269C

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
•  Vanities & water filters 

installed
• Gas fitting
• General plumbing

Iappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
•  Vanities & water filters 

JA
19

73
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1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496

SOLAR

LB
01

65

1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496

GUTTER CLEANING

LB
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South East Gutter Cleaning
Servicing Gippsland

BEN 0450 186 235
se.guttercleaning@gmail.com

Vacuum Gutter Cleaning
Solar Panel Cleaning

Contracting
Cherry Picker
Qualified Arborist 
Qualified Climber
Chipper/Tree Removals
Stump Grinding

TREE SERVICES

LB
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Office Duane Thomas
0493 425 800 0409 968 040

Fully Insured

www.treex.com.au

MECHANICAL SALES & REPAIRS

LB
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• Kymco bike sales • Small engine sales & repairs
• Crossfire motorcycles • CF moto sales
• Origin energy household gas deliveries

E.W. & H.P. Fowler
WELSHPOOL OUTDOORS & ORIGIN GAS SUPPLIES

19 Main Street, Welshpool P: 5688 1304 F: 5688 1649
welshpooloutdoors@bigpond.com  www.welshpooloutdoors.com.au

PAINTER / DECORATOR

LB
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82

M & J PAINTING

Call Mal 0448 101 771

Commercial/Scheduled maintenance
Reliable and prompt

SPECIALISING IN
PRE-SALE MAKEOVERS

All aspects of painting

WINDOW REPLACEMENT

LB
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P: 0418 686 583
ALUMINIUM & TIMBER WINDOW REPLACEMENT

DECKS   |   PERGOLAS  |   VERANDAS

MARK
WESTERNPORT
WINDOWS AND HOME MAINTENANCE

HYGIENE SERVICES

C
C

0
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3
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medico

HYGIENE SERVICES

WASTE DISPOSAL

�

Collection of clinical and related waste including sharps

�

Servicing ALL washroom related products

- Sanitary units, nappy units

- Air freshener units, W/C & urinal deep cleans

�

FREE clinical and related waste audits

�

Confidential document disposal service

(1800 633 426)

 Phone:1800 medico

www.medicoservices.com.au

Servicing all  of 

Victoria and Southern

New South Wales

NEED 

A SOLUTION?  

WE HAVE IT!

100% Australian owned and operated

HYGIENE SERVICES

LB
07

00

medico

Phone:1800 medico (1800 633 426)
www.medicoservices.com.au 100% Australian owned and operated

HYGIENE SERVICES
WASTE DISPOSAL

• Collection of clinical and related waste including sharps
• Servicing ALL washroom related products
   - Sanitary units, nappy units
   - Air freshener units, W/C & urinal deep cleans
• FREE clinical and related waste audits
• Confidential document disposal service

Servicing all of
Victoria and Southern

New South Wales

NEED
A SOLUTION?
WE HAVE IT!

LAWN MOWING

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning, hedging, 
rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, weeding, 

mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

RISK FREE
LB

07
01

STEEL & ROOFING SUPPLIES

LB
07

02

5664 7408 | 0427 343 498 | 134 Whitelaw St, Meeniyan
shaun@mcraeengineering.net.au

DELIVERIES ARRANGED OR PICK UPS WELCOME

GENERAL  FABRICATION, STRUCTURAL STEEL,
FARM AND EARTHMOVING,  

MACHINERY REPAIRS, SHEDS, DAIRIES ETC.

McRae EngineeringTo advertise your business in the Sentinel-Times

Send the details of 
your advertisement to:

ads@sgst.com.au
or phone 5672 1888

(Min of five consecutive editions)

We accept:

TRADES TRADES    SERVICESSERVICES
DIRECTORY

&

Advertise your 
business here

$50 per edition
full colour

$33.70 per edition mono

PLUMBER

JE
N
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Daniel Behmer  0409 503 258
daniel@alldoneplumbing.com.au

Plumbing  |   Roofing
Drainage  |   Maintenance

Gas  |   New builds 
CCTV & Jetting

LANDSCAPE DESIGN

LB
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PAUL OAKLEY 
0417 511 787
STUART THOMPSON 
0422 195 210
flowbydesignteam@gmail.com

FIND US ON INSTRAGRAM @FLOW.BY.DESIGN

All aspects of landscape 
design and construction

LANDSCAPE DESIGN

H
M
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We specialise in nature friendly 
landscapes and productive food gardens

See more at https://theslc.com.au

FLOORING

JA
21
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2

LET US GIVE YOU A QUOTE

carpetone.com.au 
21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi 

5672 2915

GARAGE DOORS & GATES

LB
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ABN: 85202917027

ROLLER DOORS
SECTIONAL DOORS
AUTOMATED GATES

SALES, SERVICE & REPAIRS
EMAIL: gandrgaragedoors@outlook.com
RUSS: 0415 679 778         GAV: 0400 217 595

PAINTER

LB
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Call Rick 0400 155 679

Interior & Exterior
Residential & Commercial

Fences  •  Free Quotes

WET PAINT

PLASTERER

All aspects of
Rendering & Plastering

New and existing homes

0400 599 170

FJ Marotta  
Rendering & Plastering

Looking for a Plasterer?

WASTE SOLUTIONS

Call the commercial and residential 
waste specialists today!

www.wheelawaste.com.au

5672 2056

Permanent 
waste solutions

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
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Caring For Our Community
Our experienced and qualifi ed staff 

provide personal, dignifi ed service to all areas

Pre-need Funeral Plans available

5662 2717
24 hours - 7 days

JE
N
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Offi  ce and Chapel:
      24 Anderson Street, Leongatha

info@handleyfs.com.au
www.handleyfuneralservicescom.au

JENC5059

MILKINS 
FUNERALS

Inc. Wonthaggi Funeral Services. Est 1973.

PRE-ARRANGED AND PRE-PAID 
FACILITIES AVAILABLE

Office - 102 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

For prompt and personalised 
service phone

WONTHAGGI 5672 3123
PHILLIP ISLAND 5952 3485

A.F.D.A.

~ Servicing all districts ~

~ Chapel facilities available ~

Caring and personal 24 hour Service
Main offi ce Wonthaggi

3085 Loch-Wonthaggi Road, Wonthaggi 
(P.O Box 35)

Cowes offi ce (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171
Email: info@handafunerals.com.au

www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au
A.F.D.A.

Locally owned 
and operated by 

Scott & Sharon
Anderson
5672 1074

JE
N
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CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINE
12.30PM 

MONDAYS

JE
N
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EST 1530 UK

1882 AUSTRALIA

BARRY WAKLEY SCULPTOR MONUMENTAL

MASON PTY. LTD. A.C.N. 076 028 790

"Memorials of Distinction"

MONUMENTAL MASONS

MASTER STONE MASONS

Solid Granite monuments in many colors and designs

to suit any budget. Letter cutting and renovation.

Jumbunna Road,

KORUMBURRA.

��5657 3341

Fax 5657 3366

K
U

C
0
0
1
8

18 Inverloch Road, Wonthaggi   5657 3341  
info@barrywakleysculptor.com.au

Solid Granite monuments in many 
colors and designs to suit any budget. 

Letter cutting and renovation.

BARRY WAKLEY 
SCULPTORS AND 

MONUMENTAL MASONS
“Memorials of Distinction”

EST 1530 UK
1882 AUSTRALIA

ABN 83 076 028 790

JE
N
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Servicing South Gippsland & Bass Coast
Just as we have in Gippsland for over 65 years

• Granite Memorials
• Renovations & Additions

• Plaques & Accessories
On-site and in-home appointments

Pensioner discounts
Jamie 0402 850 603
Lou 0400 076 736
O�  ce 5134 2885 

keenanmemorials@gmail.com
www.keenanmemorials.com.au

Let Us Create That Final Gift

Family owned and locally based Funeral 
Directors. We bring 25 years experience 

to families in Traralgon, Morwell, 
Churchill, Moe, Trafalgar, Korumburra 

and surrounding areas. 
THE CHOICE IS YOURS 

Practical, sensible and affordable. 
We offer both at-need and pre-paid 
funerals. Dignity and Respect, always. 

CREMATION PACKAGES 
FROM $2750

www.harwoodfunerals.com.au
For 24/7 support 0405 669 532

JE
N
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ATTENBOROUGH 
(Hancock), Lilian 
Dorothy (Dorrie):

Late of 
Poowong North. 

Passed away 
peacefully at Tarago 
Views Aged Care, 
Neerim South on 
January 23, 2024, 

aged 96 years. 
Loving wife of Alf (dec.) 
for 69 wonderful years. 

Loved and special 
mum of Dorothy, Pam, 

Max, Mal, Maurie, 
Merv (dec.) and Kit, 

mother-in-law of Julian, 
Paul, and Ross. Dear 

friend of Anne. 
Cherished and much 
loved nan of all her 
grandchildren, great 
grandchildren and 

great great 
grandchildren. 

So dearly loved and 
sadly missed. 

Mum and Dad reunited. 
“Go Blues!” 

For Funeral details 
please visit: www.

nielsenfunerals.com.au 
NIELSEN FUNERALS 

5623 2771. 

DEATHSDEATHS
CRAWFORD 
(nee Moon), 

Carole Anne:
13.07.1944 - 26.01.2024. 

Daughter of Lance and 
Daphne Moon (both 
dec.), sister of Myles 

and Lyn, Alex and 
Tricia. Mother and 

mother-in-law of Julie 
and Raoul, Belinda and 
Craig, Clare and Mark, 

Ruth and Mark. 

Nanna of Will, Rhy and 
Serena; Laura, Sarah; 
Abbey, Brodie, Ebony; 
Nate. Great Nanna of 

Harriet. 

We toiled, we shared, 
we cared. We laughed, 
we cried, we loved. We 

did it all together, 

What a wonderful 
journey. 

With all our love Julie, 
Belinda, Clare, and 

Ruth. 

DEATHSDEATHS
CRAWFORD 
(nee Moon), 

Carole Anne:  
Passed away 

peacefully 26.01.2024. 
Beloved sister of 

Myles, sister-in-law to 
Lyn. 

Aunty to Scott and 
Cate, Paul and Gen, 
Colin and Rob. Great 

Aunty to Lily, and 
Darcie. 

Thank you for being a 
big part of lives. 
Sadly missed. 

Rest In Peace. 

Much loved sister of 
Alex and sister-in-law 

to Tricia. 
Loved Aunty to Lachlan 
and Chantele, Ainsley 
and Chris, Jared and 

Melissa, Ellen and Tim, 
Callum and Annie. 

Great Aunty to Riley, 
Lance, Charlotte, 

Xiana, Harrison; Hazel, 
Gus; Celeste, Audrey; 

and Hattie. 
You and I have always 

had a special 
relationship from the 

days of matchbox cars 
through to the end. You 

have always been 
there for me and my 

family. You will always 
be in my heart. 

Love now and always. 
-- Alex, Tricia, and 

families.

GARRETT, 
Phil:

Valued friend and 
riding mate of our 

family for 40 years. 
Ride safe on the 

highways of the sky. 
We will miss calling in 

to see you. 
Andy, Val Grayden, 

and family. 

DEATHSDEATHS
PROSSER 

(nee Alexander), 
Marjorie Isabel:

28.03.1925 - 25.01.2024. 

Died peacefully at 
Hillside Lodge, 

Korumburra. Formerly 
of Koonwarra. 

Daughter of Alex and 
Elsie Alexander (both 
dec.), sister to John 

and sister-in-law to Ivy 
(both dec.). 

Loved wife of Harry 
(dec.) for 68 years. 

Devoted mum of Geoff 
(dec.) and Dianne, 

Leon and Kim, 
Beverley and Geoff 
Coulter. Friend of 

Lyndal. 

Caring grandma to 9 
and loving great 
grandma to 12. 

Reunited with Harry. 

For Funeral details, 
please visit 

www.handley 
funeralservices.com.au 

PROSSER, 
Marjorie Isabel 

(Marj):

Loving mum of Bev and 
Geoff Coulter. 

Wonderful grandma to 
Katherine and Luke, 

David and Veronique, 
Mark, and friend to 

Sarah. 

Caring great grandma 
to Joshua, Isaac, 

Grace, Daniel, and 
August. 

Now in God’s care. 

DEATHSDEATHS
PROSSER, 

Marjorie Isabel 
(Marj):

A laugh, 
A smile, 

A giggle or two, 
That’s the way we’ll 

remember you. 

Love Geoff (dec.), 
Dianne, Brad, Gem, 

Max, and Harvey. Clint, 
Shan, Jaz, and Callum, 

Lorrelle, Paul, 
and Harrison. 

PROSSER 
(nee Alexander), 
Marjorie Isabel:

Loved sister and 
sister-in-law of John 
and Ivy Alexander 

(both dec.). 

Loving and loved auntie 
of Judith (Alexander) 

and Gary Heenan, and 
David and Gail 

Alexander (both dec.), 
and their families. 

We will miss you. 

Rest in Peace.

ROGERS, 
Wayne Noel:

Born June 27, 1947. 
Passed away at 

Wonthaggi Hospital on 
January 25, 2024. 

Dearly loved brother of 
Barry and sister-in-law 
Stephanie. Loved uncle 
of Natalie, and Vaughan. 
Close and dear friend 

of Denise. 
He was a kind and 
gentle soul who will 

forever be in our 
hearts. 

Rest in Peace. 

The Funeral will be 
held at The Coalfield 
Chapel, 102 Graham 
Street, Wonthaggi on 

Friday February 2, 
2024, commencing at 

1pm, followed by a 
private cremation. 

MILKINS FUNERALS
Mob: 0439 320 099

VAN DILLEN, 
Wilhelmus 

Joseph (Bill):
07.06.1942 - 24.01.2024. 

Passed away 
peacefully surrounded 

by Una and their 5 
children, at Frankston 

Hospital. 
Much loved 

husband of Una. 
Adored father of 

Vanessa, Damian, 
Yolanda, Sibby, 

Vaughan, and Tyson 
(dec.). 

Loved father-in-law to 
Kym, Caz, Mark, 

Danny, and Jackie. 
Treasured Pop to 15 
grandchildren and 25 
great grandchildren. 
A life that touched so 

many people. 
Now at peace, leaving 
memories that we will 

cherish forever.

DEATHSDEATHS
CRAWFORD 
(nee Moon):

A Celebration of 
Carole’s life will be held 
at the Leongatha RSL, 
corner of Smith Street 

and Michael Place, 
Leongatha on Friday, 

February 2, 2024 
commencing at 2pm. 

All Welcome. 

Privately Cremated. 

VAN DILLEN:

A Funeral Mass for the 
Repose of the Soul for 
Mr. Wilhelmus Joseph 

Van Dillen will be 
offered at St. 

Laurence’s Catholic 
Church, Ogilvy Street, 
Leongatha, on Friday, 

February 2, 2024, 
commencing 11.30am. 

This Service will be 
livestreamed, to view 

please visit www.
handley 

funeralservices.com.au 

The Funeral will leave 
at the conclusion of 
Mass for the Tarwin 

Lower Cemetery. 

FUNERALSFUNERALS

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
      
 
 
 
 
 

      Paul & Margaret Beck Props. 
 

 
Phone: (03) 5662 2717 

JOLLEY, Melanie:

We will learn to live in 
the sunshine of your 

life instead of the dark 
shadow of your death. 

Forever in our hearts. 

-- Mum, Dad and 
Daniel.

ZURMA, 
Giovanni (John):

Passed away January 
28, 1985. 

January is here with 
deep regret. 

This day of the month 
we will never forget. 
With an aching heart 

and tears unseen, 
We wish your absence 

was only a dream. 
We laugh, we smile, 

we play our part, 
But behind it all we 
have broken hearts. 

Your memory we 
treasure with thoughts 

so dear, 
We think of you always, 

Not just once a year. 

Your loving son Tony, 
Tricia,  all the 

grandchildren and 
great grandchildren. 

REST IN PEACE

IN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAM

EDEN, May 
Connorville:

We, May’s family, 
would like to extend 

our heartfelt thanks for 
the phone calls, 

messages, cards, 
flowers, baking, and 

the many who attended 
and shared in the 

celebration of her life in 
the garden setting last 

Tuesday. 

Very much 
appreciated. 

-- The Eden family.

WHITE, Trevor:

Our heartfelt thanks to 
Prom Country Aged 
Care, Foster Medical 

Centre and the 
Ambulance service for 

the compassion, 
respect, love, and care 

given to Trevor. 

To Paula, from 
Gippsland Funeral 

Services who was so 
helpful, patient, and 
compassionate. To 

Jacky Webster for so 
beautifully leading the 
Memorial Service to 
celebrate and honour 
the life of the man we 

proudly call “Dad” 
and “Pa”. 

Thanks to Elsie’s 
Florist, the Leongatha 

RSL, friends, and 
family who supported 

us at Trevor’s Memorial 
Service and those that 

sent cards and 
messages of sympathy. 

-- Merryn, Jennifer, 
Nadine, and family. 

BEREAVEMENTBEREAVEMENT
THANKSTHANKS

FILING
CABINETS
Brand new with 

an anti-tilt  
safety feature
Available in 2, 3  
and 4 drawers.

Over 8 colours to 
choose from.

Order now at the 
Sentinel-Times

Wonthaggi office
47 McBride Avenue

5672 1888

H
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FOR SALEFOR SALE

FREE CLEAN FILL:
Rock and clay. 

Meeniyan. Can load. 
Contact 0448 776 608.

JENC5095

Furniture 
Timber

0490 099 549

HAY:
Small squares, this 

season, good quality, 
$10 per bale, 
free delivery. 

Phone 5657 3291.

USED CARSUSED CARS
TRUCKS & TRACTORSTRUCKS & TRACTORS

JE
N
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BASS COAST 
CAR REMOVALS
We pay you for your 

unwanted cars, 
4x4’s & trucks

We can remove farm 
scrap metal for free. 

Towing now available.
Call Shane  

7 days a week
5678 2002 or  
0407 599 616

NOTICE TO
ADVERTISERS:
Advertisements offering a  
used motor car for sale must 
include in the advertisement:
(a)   The cash price of the  

motor car; and
(b)  Whichever of the 

following is applicable...
•  If the motor car is 

registered, the registration 
number; or

•  If the motor car is 
unregistered, the engine 
number of the vehicle. H

M
C

14
13

9

13 11 14

HELP IS AS
CLOSE AS THE

TELEPHONE H
M

C
14

13
4

PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

ROCK N ROLL
50’s & 60’s

Dance Classes:
7.30pm Dakers Centre, 

Smith Street, 
Leongatha. 

Every Thursday night 
from February 1, 2024. 

Beginners to 
advanced. 

No partner required. 
$10 P.P. 
Contact 

John 0418 586 324.

JE
N
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Inverloch RSL  
Sub-Branch Inc

ACN: A0094752X
Inverloch RSL  

Sub-branch announces 
its Annual General  

Meeting will be held 
Friday, 

February 23, 2024 
at 1330h

at the RSL Hall 
Bolding Place, Inverloch.

Members are 
encouraged to attend. 

Submissions to 
The Secretary, 
Inverloch RSL 

PO Box 95, 
Inverloch Vic 3996

MEETINGSMEETINGS

FOR SALEFOR SALE
LARGE MATS AND 
COMMODE CHAIR:
2 large blue carpet 

mats $80 each. 
1 Commode chair, 

$50. 
Phone 0438 762 512

Connect 
with us
@sentineltimes

Cleaners
Required for school cleaning in Bass area.  

Part time shifts commencing  
3pm Monday to Friday. 

Must have or will get WWC and Police check. 
Federal Award rates apply,  

training available to right candidates.  
Please send resume to 

customerservice@sebastiangroup.com.au

LB
12

61
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Advertising conditions:
Full name and address of advertiser must be 
supplied even though not necessarily 
included in advertisement.

The publishers reserve the right to omit and 
alter any advertisement. Please check your 
ad is correct the first day it appears. While 
every care is taken to ensure your ad is 
correct, errors can occur. We regret that we 
cannot be responsible for any errors beyond 
the first day if you fail to bring it to our 
attention.

All advertisements must be prepaid unless 
client has an existing credit facility. Accounts 
are due and payable on the due date as 
shown on the account.

The Motor Car Traders Regulations:

States that from July 1, 1998 all 
advertisements for used vehicles including 
motorcycles must include the cash price 
of vehicle and registration number or 
engine number if not registered.

Payments accepted:

Please note that double column advertisements 
requiring a proof must be received at least two 
hours prior to deadline and proofs will not be 
provided for single column advertisements.

DEADLINES

TO ADVERTISE

Classified single column
Mondays 12.30pm

Classified double column
Fridays 4.30pm

Office Hours:
9am-5pm Monday to Friday

Classifieds

Phone:
5672 1888

Email:
ads@sgst.com.au

In person:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi
36 McCartin St, Leongatha

Mail:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi

Sentinel-Times

Sentinel-Times

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EMAIL: As addressed  
FROM: JAY TIZIANI  Phone: 03 5682 0467 Email: jtiziani@sgwater.com.au  
 
Please run the below advert in positions vacant for the following 2 weeks w/c 17/06/19 and 24/06/19 
 

SUPPLIER SUPPLIER 
NO. 

PURCHASE ORDER NO. Cms x Cols 

The Star 1548  92 x 129 T22 
SGST 1501  92 x 129 T22 
The Mirror 1498  92 x 129 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Baseplate Image: 
T22 Waves - Mono 
 

Wastewater Manager, Environment Manager, Water Resources Senior Officer,  
Senior Financial Analyst
South Gippsland Water is launching our 2040 Vision and Strategy, guiding us toward 
our vision to be a trusted partner, advancing water services to support customer and 
community aspirations. To progress this vision, we are seeking skilled, enthusiastic and 
community focused people to fill a number of vacancies.
South Gippsland Water is a diverse, community-oriented organisation and offer the 
following:
•  Strong focus on career opportunities, professional development and training 
• Highly flexible work options, including modified hours and/or work weeks
• Employee Assistance Program and broad wellbeing offers
• Family friendly workplace, including Paid Parental Leave
•  Flexibility to work from home, with base location at any of our offices in Wonthaggi, Foster 

or Leongatha
Diversity is celebrated and respected as important for our wellbeing and success. Through 
our Equity, Inclusion and Diversity Strategic Plan, Gender Equality Action Plan and 
upcoming Reconciliation Action Plan we are actively working to address the gender pay 
gap, create opportunities for underrepresented groups and partner with Traditional Owners.
Wastewater Manager
•  Permanent Part Time or Full Time - Negotiable 
• Senior Executive Officer $130,000-$140,000 + Leave Loading + Superannuation
• Closing Date – Monday February 5, 2024 at 9am
Environment Manager
•  Permanent Part Time or Full Time - Negotiable
• Senior Executive Officer $120,000-130,000 + Leave Loading + Superannuation 
• Closing Date – Monday February 5, 2024 at 9am
Water Resources Senior Officer
•  Permanent Part Time or Full Time - Negotiable
• Band 7 - $89,711.34 - $99,088.82 + Leave Loading + Superannuation
• Closing Date – Monday February 12, 2024 at 9am
Senior Financial Analyst
•  Permanent Part Time or Full Time - Negotiable
• Band 8 -  $102,562.88 - $113,614.61 + Leave Loading + Superannuation
• Closing Date – Monday February 12, 2024 at 9am
Please go to https://www.sgwater.com.au/careers/ for more details about SGW, the role 
and how to apply. 

Refer to above roles for closing dates and time.
Other Open Recruitments – Closing Monday January 29 at 9am

• Asset Management and Planning Manager
• Maintenance & Service Delivery Manager

• Project Delivery Manager
• Property, Facilities & Fleet Team Leader Foster

• SCADA & IoT Senior Lead
Upcoming Recruitments – Opening in February and March

• Wastewater Treatment Technologist
• Business Planning Officer

• Project Engineer – Electrical Instrumentation and Control
• ICT Systems Support Officer

Please go to https://www.sgwater.com.au/careers/  
and follow the instructions to sign up for job alerts.
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Multiple Positions Vacant

JOIN OUR TEAM
AT WONTHAGGI

Whether it’s a first job, a job before the 
dream job, or the job that turns into a 

career. See what we can do for you. To 
apply to work in this restaurant use the QR 

code or visit apply.mcdonalds.com.au

LB
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Join Our Crew
At Wonthaggi
JOIN OUR TEAM
AT WONTHAGGI

Advertising 
Sales Consultant

Utilising your people skills you will build 
rapport with our business clients and deliver 

effective planned campaigns to achieve 
their promotional goals.

Strong organisational, creative and 
communication skills will bring you success 

in this position. Sales experience is an 
advantage, training will be provided. 

If you are ready to provide exceptional 
customer service this is your golden 

opportunity to work locally in an established 
and flourishing media company. 

Please address your application to:
‘The Advertising Manager’ and email a 

letter of introduction and a brief  
resume to: holly@sgst.com.au

Sentinel-Times
COVERING SOUTH GIPPSLAND AND BASS COAST
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Much hardship and difficulty is caused to 
jobseekers by misleading advertisements 
placed in the employment columns.
Our Positions Vacant / Situations Vacant 
columns are reserved for advertisements 
which carry a specific and genuine offer of 
employment.
Ads for ‘Business Opportunities’, 
‘Commission Only/Sales,’ training courses 
and employment services should be 
submitted under those headings.
Placing misleading job ads is an offence 
against the ACL and all advertisements 
are subject to the publisher’s approval. 
For further advice contact the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission on 
1300 302 502 or Consumer Affairs Victoria.

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE:

Cleaners
Required for school cleaning in Bass area.  

Part time shifts commencing  
3pm Monday to Friday. 

Must have or will get WWC and Police check. 
Federal Award rates apply,  

training available to right candidates.  
Please send resume to 

customerservice@sebastiangroup.com.au
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School 
Bus Driver
Korumburra/Leongatha

Medium rigid driver licence.
Working with children card required.

Driver accreditation required.
21 hours per week.

Contact 0428 551 145 LB
12
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Powlett River Primary School
Outside School Hours 

Care (OSHC) Coordinator 
Powlett River Primary School is seeking 
an OSHC Coordinator to join their team 
to coordinate the service in 2024.  The 

OSHC Coordinator’s role is to lead 
and oversee the day-to-day operation, 
service development, implementation, 
and evaluation of the service. This will 

involve working directly with children within 
the OSHC program and focusing on the 
administration, planning, monitoring and 

management of the service.
Applicants need to have or be working 
towards a Diploma/Advanced Diploma 
of Children Services/Degree in Early 

Childhood Education and Care, 
Primary Education or equivalent, 

and a current WWCC. 
Hours: 37.6 hours per week

Classifi cation: Ed Support Level 1 
– Range 3

Applications close: Tuesday, 
February 6, 2024 

For a full position description or more 
information please contact 

Wendy Nicol on 03 5678 7240 or 
powlett.river.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
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PROPOSED SALE OF 
COUNCIL LAND

Council at its ordinary meeting held 13 
December 2023 resolved to commence the 
community engagement to:
Commences statutory procedure in 
accordance with Section 114 of the Local 
Government Act 2020 to sell the following 
properties:

It is proposed to sell the above properties 
by public sale for not less than a valuation 
obtained for the land which is made not 
more than six months prior to the sale
A person may make a submission to this 
proposal. 
Submissions are to be received no later 
than by 5pm Tuesday 27 February 2024 
and addressed to the CEO, 9 Smith Street 
Leongatha Vic 3953. Any person making 
a submission is entitled to be heard in 
support of the submission. If a person 
or a representative wishes to be heard in 
support of the submission, they must state 
this in their submission. 
Copies of the submitter’s name and 
address will be disclosed at any public 
Council meeting at which the 
proposal will be considered. 
If no submissions are 
received, the proposal 
will be implemented.

a. 270 Mount Best Tin Mine Road, Toora 
North – being the land described in 
Volume 11543 Folio 725 with an area of 
6.219Ha

b. 44 Pound Road, Foster – being the land 
described in Volume 12175 Folio 009 with 
an area of 2.846Ha

c. 14 Radovick Street, Korumburra – being 
the land described in Volume 07208 Folio 
519 with an area of 1618.6m2

d. 21 Shellcot Road, Korumburra – being 
the land described in Volume 09436 Folio 
778 with an area of 1135 m2.

Council meeting at which the 
proposal will be considered. 

Please support the fundraiser for  
Sam Fraser’s children, to help cover  
the cost of their care and education.

To donate, go to gofund.me/b6e777cb,  
or search gofundme.com for  
“Caring for Sams Children”.

C A R I N G  F O R  
S A M ’ S  C H I L D R E N

Centre Manager 
Employment type: Full Time 

Location: Wonthaggi 
About us
The Country Universities Centre (CUC) is 
a network of affiliated Regional University 
Centres providing support, connection, and 
dedicated facilities for higher education 
students in regional communities. 
CUC students benefit from being part of a 
local learning community, with opportunities 
to engage with peers, educators, and 
local industry. Through enhanced higher 
education access, regional people 
are empowered to shape vibrant and 
prosperous futures for themselves and their 
communities. 
Country Universities Centre Bass Coast 
Region is a not-for-profit community-
driven organisation, jointly funded by the 
Department of Education and key local 
support. The centre open in March 2021. 
The role
This is a highly rewarding and unique 
opportunity to join the CUC team in shaping 
the education landscape for students in the 
Bass Coast area.  
As Centre Manager, you will work with the 
Board of Directors and be supported by 
the CUC in implementing the strategic plan 
to increase access to higher education 
opportunities in the region. You will be 
integral to the management of the Centre 
in Wonthaggi and coordinating ongoing 
operations to support successful outcomes 
for students. You will also work with the 
CUC to develop and implement a marketing 
plan, foster and maintain relationships with 
stakeholders, and represent CUC Bass 
Coast at community events. 
We are looking for
•  A self-starting, enthusiastic individual who 

is passionate about creating opportunities 
for regional and remote students; 

•  The ability to engage with local students 
from diverse backgrounds and pursue 
key opportunities to support students to 
identify and achieve their academic goals; 

•  An experienced collaborator with the 
ability to build strong relationships 
within the CUC network, the Bass Coast 
community, and with diverse external 
stakeholders to promote the CUC’s aims; 

•  Excellent organisational and time 
management capability, combined with 
high-level computer skills; and 

•  A dedicated individual with the agility to 
execute the strategic plan and manage 
the day-to-day running of the Centre. 

•  Excellent leadership skills with the ability 
to motivate and inspire a team. 

How to apply
A position description is available by 
emailing Ash Jones: recruitment@cuc.edu.
au. Confidential enquiries can be made to 
Ash Jones on 0409 843 414. 
To make an application 
You are required to submit the following: 
Responses to the key questions: 
•  Describe a community-led project you’ve 

been actively involved in. Share the 
specific role you played, the challenges 
you encountered, and the impact the 
project had on the community.

•  Provide an example of a situation where 
you have effectively worked with internal 
stakeholders to create a cohesive and 
supportive environment.

•  A cover letter addressed to the Board of 
Directors; and 

• Your full CV. 
Applications close Wednesday,  

February 14 at 5 pm and must be 
emailed to recruitment@cuc.edu.au. 

“Regional and rural communities  
deserve quality higher education 

opportunities to pursue their dreams, 
without the need to relocate.”
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Guitar Teacher
Individual Lessons 

and ensemble
Mary MacKillop Catholic Regional 

College is seeking a suitably qualified 
Guitar Tutor to join our school community 

from the beginning of Term 1, 2024.
Approximately 1 day of teaching 

per week is available as a part time 
salaried role, with the potential to 
increase over time. The successful 

applicant will have experience teaching 
guitar to students in years 7-12. 
Experience in contemporary and 

classical styles is essential as well 
as proven ability to direct ensembles. 

In support to the music program, 
attendance at some afternoon or evening 

events may be required. 
The successful applicant must have 

either a current Working with Children’s 
Certificate or VIT registration. All Staff 

must demonstrate an active commitment 
to the ethos of a Catholic school. Mary 

MacKillop College is a Child-Safe school.
Further information can be found on 
our website or contact the Principal’s 

Personal Assistant, Carly Kitchingman 
ckitchingman@mmcrc.catholic.edu.au. 

Applications close 4pm, 
Friday February 2, 2024.

Applicants will be requested to upload:
•  A letter of introduction addressed to the 

principal; and
• A resume
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Mary MacKillop
Catholic Regional College

Sentinel-Times

Is your 
emplyoment 
opportunity 

listed online?
Advertise your job vacancy  

in the Sentinel-Times and get a  
FREE listing in our online  

and searchable directory at 

www.sgst.com.au
Email your job adverts to: 

ads@sgst.com.au

Employment
Complete jobs listing online | www.sgst.com.au

PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

Visit our website: www.sgst.com.au

WITH the current cost of living chal-
lenges, the ‘Senior Citizens Energy So-
lutions Project’ running in Korumburra 
and nearby localities can help house-
holders boost the energy efficiency of 
their homes and reduce their power 
bills.

Participation in the project is free 
due to funding from a grant through 
the Foundation for Rural and Regional 
Renewal (FRRR), with the Wonthaggi-
based Energy Innovation Co-operative 
being the auspicing body.

The FRRR funds provide for energy 
assessments for 10 to 15 homes in the 
year.

Fish Creek based energy efficiency 
assessor Rhys Freeman will help deter-
mine improvements people can make 
to achieve the above aims.

“When I visit a house, I look at both 
its structure and the appliances that 
are being used,” Rhys said.

He discusses household energy use, 
then looks at structural issues such 
as which way the building faces and 
whether there are trees around it that 
influence energy use.

The location and placement of win-
dows and how well the house is insu-
lated are other matters considered.

During his initial visit, Rhys asks oc-
cupants their views on the comfort and 
energy performance of the house.

He’ll help set up access to the Aus-
Net myHomeEnergy site and download 
smart meter data for further analysis.

Rhys then considers all the informa-
tion he has gathered, prepares a report 
and returns to chat about his findings, 
including which appliances are costing 
you the most to run.

He’ll offer suggested changes, which 
may be measures you can take in the 
home, or alterations to your energy re-
tailer billing arrangements.

The report would include recommen-
dations for changes in house structure, 
Rhys said, elaborating that could relate 
to such things as insulation, blinds and 
awnings. 

Alternative technology will also be 
outlined, such as heat pumps versus 
electric and gas water heaters.

Different energy sources can be com-
pared, including gas versus electricity, 
and grid electricity against solar elec-
tricity.

Rhys said some changes can be as 
simple as people fitting doorstops or 
blocking gaps around doors and win-
dows, while others require retrofitting 
of further energy saving measures.

While he won’t carry out such proj-
ects, he can provide contacts and is 
also happy to outline possibilities for 
rebates when applicable.

Call Rhys on 0409 536 995 for fur-
ther information and to request an in-
spection.

Energy efficiency assessor Rhys 
Freeman looks forward to helping 
senior citizens in Korumburra and 
surrounds to reduce their energy 
use and bills while remaining 
comfortable. 

Energy efficiency 
opportunity in 

Korumburra and 
surrounds
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WHILE many treasure their 
morning sleep-ins, a group of 
keen open water swimmers, 
The Inverloch Swimrays, 
has been rising three times a 
week to meet at the Inverloch 
Surf Life Saving Club to prac-
tice open water swimming. 

The group has been swim-
ming laps between markers 
they have placed about 200-
300m apart.

The group have a range of dif-
ferent motivations, some rang-
ing from maintaining fitness or 
completing the Channel Chal-
lenge in the coming weeks. 

Others have higher ambi-
tions with triathlons and lon-
ger water (up to 25 km swim 
events) coming up in the next 
few months. All levels are 
equally welcome. 

As a result of different fo-
cuses, some people swim one 
lap to gain confidence and 
fitness, while others do four 
or five laps before the group 
meets for post swim takeaway 
coffee from the cafe. 

All levels of ability are wel-
come and all you need is will-
ingness to get in the water – 
some of the group brave the 
elements without wetsuits, 
while others enjoy the extra 
buoyancy and warmth.

The group hopes to increase 
connections with the other 
groups, the Walkerville Wal-
ruses and the Phillip Island 
Turtles in the area to help 

build increased participation 
as the groups swim at dif-
ferent times and this would 
enable more people to be in-
volved in Open Water Swim-
ming.

The group started when 
a few of the regular Inver-
loch bike riders decided they 
should get together on the 
non – riding day and swim. 

A notice went out to the 

community Facebook groups 
and over the past six weeks 
the group has been going, 
they have been joined by ap-
proximately 50 swimmers 
over the time, with a core 
group of seven there each day. 

Some have holiday houses 
and are here for a few weeks, 
some swim and then dash off 
to work. 

Tourists to the area and lo-
cals alike have enjoyed join-
ing the swim, especially on 
the many calm mornings the 
group has had this year. 

The group expects to con-
tinue till Easter and then re-
start next October, however if 
people are keen, they can con-
tinue through winter.

The group hopes to see 
more swimmers come along.

Everyone is welcome to 
come join in.

The group meets at 7.30am 
Monday, Wednesday and Fri-
days at the picnic tables.

See you at the Inverloch 
Lifesaving Club.

A group known as the Inverloch Swimrays meet on  
Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings to practice their 
open water swimming.

Swimrays take on open water challenge

SPORTS

ON Sunday, January 27 Phil-
lip Island Boardriders Club 
(PIBC) held their first special-
ty event for the year, with the 
choice of surfboard as Twin 
Fin. 

Club Captain Ash Easton 
and team coordinated a fun 
filled day of approximately 40 
surfers across two locations. 
Beginning at 8am with round 
one at Summerlands, until 
tide allowed for round two to 
be held at Kitty Miller Bay.

Conditions were epic with 
some sizeable waves coming 
through and big scores all day.

In round one of Open Men’s 
and the very heat of the day 
Dumpy scored an eight, and 
Jay Panapoulos’s top two 
waves were both in the sev-
ens. Tate Russell and Harry 
De Roth later each produced 
heat scores with an impressive 
wave combo of eights and sev-
ens. So did Eli Curry in the fi-
nal at Kitty Miller, also clench-
ing the Open Men’s. 

Notable waves in the Open 
Women’s included Dannielle 
Baylis, winning her semi-final 
heat with a two-wave combo of 

a six and 6.5. Zoe Adams and 
junior Scarlett Rennie both 
scored waves in the sevens. 
In the final Evie Lutz nabbed 
the highest scoring wave of the 
heat with a clean seven and se-
cured the Open Women’s.

Special Awards went to “Best 
Air” by Eli Curry, “Best Tube” 
went to Jay Panopoulos, with 
two “Encouragement Awards” 
to juniors Scarlett Rennie and 
Tate Russell.

It was a community group 
effort with Sam Fullarton of @
samfullartoncreative  gener-
ously donating the winner 
prizes of custom tide charts. 
Photographer Andrew Lid-
sey @bunpix and Treasurer 
Jo O’Reilly Stubbs  @joanna_
oreilly_stubbs also captured 
all the action with surf snaps 
throughout the day.
Final results: 
Open Women’s
1st Evie Lutz
2nd Zoe Adams
3rd Scarlett Rennie
Open Men’s
1st Eli Curry
2nd Harry De Roth
3rd Dylan Thomas James

PIBC specialty twin fin comp
Club Captain Ash Easton. Photo: Jo O’Reilly Stubbs

Evie Lutz, Eli Curry, and Sam Fullarton. Photo: Jo 
O’Reilly Stubbs 

Scarlett Rennie, Evie Lutz, and Danielle Baylis (Open 
Women’s final). Photo: Jo O’Reilly Stubbs

Prostate cancer charity 
drive ventures along 

Southern Rail Trail
PARTICIPANTS in the Biannual Pros-

tate Cancer Australia Day Charity Drive 
began the harness drive fundraiser in 
testing conditions at Alberton West Rec-
reation Reserve on Friday, finishing at 
Koonwarra on Monday with sunshine 
and a temperature in the mid twenties.

All proceeds from the event were do-
nated to the Prostate Cancer Foundation 
of Australia, dedicated to reducing the 
impact of prostate cancer on Australian 
men, their partners and families.

“It was raining and coming in side-
ways,” event organiser Leanne Prosser 
of Toongabbie said of the first day.

A diversion was required at Hedley, 
with the rail trail “washed out there” and 
drivers guiding their animals on a detour 
of a few kilometres, going through the 
bush then crossing the South Gippsland 
Highway.

“We wish the (car) drivers would slow 
down,” Leanne said of that challenge.

After a trip of approximately 26 kilo-
metres, day one ended at Welshpool Rec-
reation Reserve. 

On Saturday, it was on to Bennison, 
stopping along the way to enjoy a packed 
lunch at the Toora horse yards, the day’s 
journey being a little over 16 kilometres.

Sunday took the intrepid travellers to 
Buffalo Hall, breaking the almost 27-ki-
lometre day’s riding at Hoddle Station.

A further 22-kilometre stretch was un-
dertaken on the final day, participants 
resting at their Meeniyan lunch stop be-
fore continuing along the Great South-
ern Rail Trail towards their destination 
at the Koonwarra saleyards, the end of 
the journey.

Leanne was accompanied by grand-
daughter Mia Jones, the pair pulled by 
Welsh Pony Manny.

Fiona Mottram of Woorarra West 
brought dogs Texta and Saffy along for 
the adventure, Daisy the mini mule act-
ing as their ‘engine’.

Participants came from localities such 
as Mirboo North, Yarram, Lancefield 
and Traralgon.

The first running of the Australia Day 
Charity Drive was in 2018, between 
Toongabbie and Maffra on the Plains 
Rail Trail and it’s been held every couple 
of years since.

Leanne said this year’s route was ideal 
as it offered less likelihood of unsuitably 
hot conditions for the horses, ponies 
and mules and wasn’t too far from home 
for participants.

Venus Bay Men’s Shed ferried everyone 
back and forth to their floats each day, 
making its bus available for the purpose.

The Prostate Cancer Charity Drive 
adventurers head off on their final 
leg from Meeniyan to the Koonwarra  
saleyards. A28_0524
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Tightlines

TIDETIDE 
GUIDEGUIDE
TIDAL PREDICTIONS FROM 
PORT PHILLIP HEADS

Approx. Tide Variations: Seal Rocks, 
Venus Bay, Waratah Bay and Cape 

Woolamai (Same), Tooradin +2hrs 45, 
Cowes Pier +50, Stony Point +40

4.12am
1.56m
10.03am
0.54m
4.04pm
1.37m
10.00pm
0.39m

4.39am
1.56m
10.37am
0.49m
4.43pm
1.39m
10.33pm
0.45m

5.05am
1.55m
11.08am
0.44m
5.20pm
1.41m
11.06pm
0.50m

5.32am
1.53m
11.39am
0.40m
6.00pm
1.41m
11.41pm
0.57m

6.01am
1.49m
12.09pm
0.37m
6.41pm
1.41m

12.16am
0.64m
6.32am
1.45m
12.41pm
0.35m
7.28pm
1.39m

12.54am
0.72m
7.06am
1.40m
1.15pm
0.34m
8.21pm
1.37m

TUESDAY
January 30

WEDNESDAY
January 31

THURSDAY
February 1

FRIDAY
February 2

SATURDAY
February 3

SUNDAY
February 4

MONDAY
February 5

Email us your 
fi shing photos

news@sgst.com.au

THAT’S it for another Christ-
mas holiday fishing season 
and, as is the case every year, 
the fish went on holidays as 
well for the majority of the 
time. 

Although trade slows con-
siderably now and its mostly 
weekends, we are heading into 
what is considered to be the 
best time of the year. Febru-
ary, March, April and even into 
May and early winter generally 
has the most settled weather 
and more predictable wind 
patterns.

The fishery opens up and off-
shore comes into its own for 
the smaller boat owners and 
while it’s not a time for bagging 
out on every species its certain-
ly a time for quality fish.

What you will find is qual-
ity over quantity and while 
you might not find 8kg snap-
per there is a good chance you 
will come home with a couple 
around 40cm added to a hand-
ful of 40cm whiting, 45cm flat-
head and maybe even a gummy 
around the 6kg.

Frustrating is the best word 
to sum up the tuna over the 
last month with dozens of 
schools and plenty of fish but 
at times very difficult to catch.

The trick is to work out when 
they are going to bite and that’s 
exactly what the more success-
ful anglers do. 

How do they do it? They 
spend hours on the water 
working the fish until some-
thing gets them started, tide, 
barometer, light change many 
different things can make a dif-
ference but if you keep records 
of your fishing, you will find 
patterns. 

Often the success of your trip 
out fishing has little to do with 
the lure colour, type or bait but 
more to do with timing. 

The trick to any lure fishing 
is to have a variety and try dif-
ferent ones at different times of 
the day. 

There are definitely popular 
ones, but it never ceases to 
surprise how often people will 
use a spread of the exact same 
lure, troll at exactly the same 
speed all the time, or go to the 
exact same spot each time and 
are catching nothing, instead 
of mixing it up until you find 
what works on that day. 

When you do find them and 
they won’t take the lures you 
have out it most probably has 
nothing to do with the lure but 
more to do with they just aren’t 
feeding yet. 

Don’t drive over the fish to 
get to somewhere.

There was a dozen tuna 
caught within about 2km of the 
entrance this season already. 

From the past few years, the 
next couple of months will give 
you your best chance of catch-
ing a tuna.

In the very few chances to 
fish over the last couple of 
weeks the fishing has been 
better than the first couple of 
weeks of the holidays but noth-
ing special. 

Probably more to do with the 
weather than the fish and it is 
expected this will improve as 
the weather does. 

There is a lot of very small 
whiting in the bay that seem 
to be concentrated around the 
Dickies Bay area. 

Bigger ones have been found 
along the Rhyll bank and in 
Cleeland Bight between the 
bridge and the firs green pole. 

There has been patches of 
whiting from other areas Long 
Point, Tortoise Head, top light 
at Newhaven but not big num-
bers, either way a few moves 
will be needed to get decent 
numbers. 

Calamari reports have been 
about the same and similar ar-
eas similar results. 

They have been nothing spe-
cial all season so let’s hope the 
autumn run of them is better. 

There have been several re-
ports of flathead in the bay 
with plenty actually big enough 
and worth taking home. 

Flathead reports have got 
better and better over the last 
few years and almost getting to 
the stage that people are head-
ing into the bay to target them, 
across the corals being the 
best area. 

Pinkies have been patchy, 
or a nuisance just depends 
on where you fish but there 
are some better ones amongst 
them you just need plenty of 
bait and patience.

Gummies of the big variety 
just haven’t been there – maybe 
it’s because there are so many 
smaller fish they aren’t get-
ting a chance or because the 
weather is not allowing boats 
to spend time on the water 
after dark which is where we 
get most of our better reports 
from, either way those fishing 
offshore has produced several 
of quality, so they haven’t left 
all together. 

The salmon reports have 
slowed a little and the bigger 
ones seem to have headed out 
chasing the bait around with 
the tuna. 

There is still plenty of bait 
around with yakkas and mack-
erel turning up at the back of 
the boats that have a bag of 
berley in the water so make 
sure you have a rigged set up 
ready to go because they will 
just turn up with little warning. 

With the end of January, we 
will be going back to our regu-
lar hours at the shop, still open 
seven days a week but not un-
til 8am Monday to Friday and 
7am weekends.

SOUTH Gippsland Volleyball’s 
largest beach volleyball compe-
tition took place at Inverloch on 
Sunday. 

Attracting 27 teams from across 
Gippsland and metro areas, the 
competition dressed the beach 
with six full beach courts. 

Teams of families, school mates, 
volleyball beginners as well as 
some of Australia’s elite players 
competed in this social competi-
tion – the longest continuously 
run beach volleyball competition 
in Victoria. The competition is in 
its 31st year.

The quality of play attracted 
plenty of spectators along Inver-
loch’s stunning foreshore and 
were rewarded with fun but com-
petitive games. 

Ninja Nets defeated Eastside 
Hawks to earn the top division’s 
Grand Final.

Congratulations to Ninja Nets: 
Lachlan Morland, Jack McIn-
tosh, Lachlan Bray, Tom Boyle. 

In the Green division 1, Silly 
Peppers were runners up to Sea-
salted (Lloyd Lok, Zach Ceola, 
Les Kosem and Alba). 

In Green division 2, Jessie Tan’s 
Ride or Dive were too strong for 
the Sun Blockers. 

Congratulations to the local 
team, Ride or Dive (Jessie Tan, 
Noah Anderson, Darren Gardiner 
and Antonella Olmedo). 

The Orange division was the 
tightest competition for the day 
with four of the five teams finish-
ing the round-robin matches on 
equal points. 

In the end, local team Beached 
seals won (Esther Caarels, Rebec-
ca Caarels, Ethan Caarels, Andrew 
Noble and Joemar Gloria).  

In the Blue division, another lo-
cal team, the Herbs, took the top 
honours (Michael Axford, Christo-
pher George, Tim Berger and Ash-
ton Westwood).  

The Yellow division was the most 
colourful court on the sand as the 
Beetles and Vikings enjoyed their 
Grand Final game. 

The Beetles, in their first entry to 
the competition, won their division 
(Erin Webster, Seb Jakobi, Clay 
Jakobi and Grace Orfanellis).

Other winners on the day includ-
ed Erik Webster who won the lucky 
raffle and Cal Goldsmith who won 
the player door prize which was a 
shirt signed by Olympic and World 
Champions Giba and Mauricio 
Lima from Brazil, donated by VIP.

The strong performances exhib-

ited by local teams in the tourna-
ment set the scene for an excit-
ing Junior program and social 
competition this season at South 
Gippsland Volleyball. 

The Fun Night is Thursday Feb-
ruary 8, 7.15 pm and is open to all 
at Splash Leongatha. 

A Grade and B Grade competi-
tion begins Thursday February 15.

Junior training also begins on 
Thursday February 15 at 6 pm. 

Open club training is now run-
ning Wednesdays at 7 pm and al-
ternate Sundays at 1 pm. Training 
is open to current and new players.

New players, of all levels of expe-
rience, are welcome. 

Follow the club on Facebook and 
Instagram (South Gippsland Vol-
leyball). Contact Secretary Jess 
Sanders 0447 262 522 or email 
southgippslandvolleyball@out-
look.com for information.

Around the Bay
By Jim’s Bait and Tackle

IT’S the second time that Adri 
Kunz and Teddy Meller have 
found their way to Inverloch’s An-
derson Inlet to go kiteboarding 
but when the wind and weather 
is right, there’s no better place in 
the world and they should know.

The pair hail from snowbound 
Zurich in Switzerland, where 
there are a couple of lakes close 
by but without allowing the free-
dom to make the most of the 
conditions that Anderson Inlet 
provides, also with the option of 
trying out the waves on the bar.

“It’s fantastic. I’m moving to 
Melbourne soon,” says Adri, 
which is true.

Teddy is just visiting but has 
also been making the most of the 
conditions.

“We’ve been here one time be-
fore and we’ve also heard about 
Sandy Point as well but it’s al-
ready great here,” said Teddy on 
coming out of the water after doz-
ens of exhilarating runs along the 
channel between the shoreline 
and the huge sandbar between 
Inverloch and Point Smythe.

“We’ll be back,” they said as 
they loaded up the car and head-
ed for their temporary home back 
in Melbourne after one of the best 
days of summer so far.

Swiss visitors Adri Kunz and Teddy Meller were delighted with 
the kiteboarding conditions on Anderson Inlet on Wednesday and 
also with one of the best days of the Victorian summer so far.

It’s a long way to come to go kiteboarding

Beach volleyball comp

Green Division 1 Grand Final Winners, Seasalted, Zach Ceola, 
Lloyd Lok, Les Kosem and Alba. 
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  |  SPORTSWIMMING

SOUTH Gippsland Bass continued its 
domination of Regional Victorian Swim-
ming, retaining third place position at 
the Victorian Country Championships in 
Traralgon on January 20 to 22. 

The team prides itself on being day three 
specialists, being able to sustain itself over 
the three days, keeping strong in their rac-
ing right to the end; the lead over fourth 
place was just one point at the start of the 
day and 129 by the end of the day.

The Gippsland Regional Aquatic Cen-
tre in Traralgon was packed to the raf-
ters for the weekend, with over 700 
swimmers and their families converging 
on the centre for the event. 

Spectators and competitors overflowed 
into the tent city outside as the best of re-
gional Victoria battled it out in the pool.

The strength of Gippsland swimming 
was on display with the Gippsland Dis-
trict as co-hosts, with the region well 
represented.

South Gippsland Bass (SGB) was the 
second biggest team at the meet with 76 
swimmers behind Traralgon (who fin-
ished second) and Warragul also finish-
ing in the top 10. 

The purple caps were dominant in the 
pool, with most swimmers qualifying for 
a number of events at the meet and many 
SGB swimmers qualifying for finals.

Some events had up to eight SGB 
swimmers in the heats, highlighting the 
depth of talent in the squad and up to 
four SGB swimmers in one of the finals.

The club fielded swimmers in all age 
sections, from U11 to the open category, 
with the coaches involved as well, leading 
by example with their competitive racing- 
much to the delight of the younger swim-
mers who cheered from the sidelines. 

With the event being help locally, many 
family members were able to come and 
add support to the cheering. 

The relay teams were extremely com-
petitive, the cheering echoing around the 
pool as the teams came in to touch with 
a number coming home with medals and 
B teams earning much needed points by 
finishing top eight.

Coaches Dylan, Caiden, Sam and Lor-
ri were extremely happy with how the 
swimmers performed. 

Coach Dylan praised swimmers at the 
team meetings who had given their best 
– riding the ups and downs of the jour-
ney, bouncing back from a disappoint-
ing swim to come through with personal 
bests and medals in following swims.

He praised a number of individuals 
who gave their all in races, such as Max 
who held his own in the butterfly leg of 
the relay against one of the state’s best 
swimmers to help his team win gold in 
the relay, or Miah who went from being 
ranked ninth in the 400IM to making 

the finals and hunting down the Gee-
long swimmer to overtake and take out 
fourth.

After the final results were announced, 
Dylan praised the team for their whole 
team effort.

“It wasn’t one of you who earned most 
of the points and the others did little 
bits. It was the whole team stepping up, 
giving it their all, especially in the relays, 
that really made a difference,” he said.

Lorri, who works with the junior and 
country squads was pleased to see how 
far her charges have come.

“I just love seeing the smiles on their 
faces when they race, especially those who 
have worked so hard to get a qualifying 
time for their first time here,” she said.

Lorri who also coaches the multi-class 
swimmers said, “I loved seeing my multi-
class swimmers being so competitive in 
the multi-class and able-bodied relay, es-
pecially with the handicap system. They 
had a ball being part of it and helping add 
to the club’s points. Seeing them on the 
podium was just wonderful.”

The team has a busy few weeks ahead 
with All Juniors, School Swimming 
and Gippsland Championships, but the 
swimmers are excited and buoyed on by 
the weekends success.

Finalists:
Rex Brocklesby: 12 6th 100m Freestyle, 

5th 100m Butterfly, 2nd 100m Back-
stroke

Asha Chalmers: Open 6th 200m But-
terfly,

Nyah Chapman: 12 8th 100m Freestyle
Gemma Cook: MC 6th 50 Butterfly, 7th 

50m Backstroke, 7th 50m Freestyle, 3rd 
200m IM 

Emily Croatto: 11 and under 4th 50m 
Backstroke, 6th 50m Freestyle, 6th 50m 

Butterfly, 5th 50m Breaststroke, 
Isabel Croatto: 13 8th 100m Butterfly
Tomei Dal Pozzo: 18 and Over 8th 

50m Butterfly, 5th 50m Backstroke, 5th 
200m IM

Jaya Dowel: 11 8th 50m Breaststroke
Maggie Fisher: 12 5th 100m Freestyle, 

7th 100m Backstroke
Nathan Foote: 18 and over 2nd 50m 

Backstroke, Open 5th 200m Backstroke, 
3rd 100m Backstroke,

Caiden Gill: 18 and over 5th 50m But-
terfly, 7th 50m Backstroke, 1st 50m 
Freestyle, Open 4th 100m Freestyle, 7th 
200m Freestyle, 

Joshua Hunt: 14-15 6th 100m Butter-
fly, Open 7th 200m Butterfly

Sienna Hunt: 13 6th 100m Freestyle, 
7th 100m Breaststroke, 3rd 100m But-
terfly, 7th 100m Backstroke

Holly Hurst: 13 6th 100m Backstroke,
Mostyn Lumsden: 16-17 6th 100m But-

terfly, 8th 100m Backstroke, Open 6th 
200m Freestyle, 

Isabella Lynch: 12 3rd 100m Breast-
stroke, 

Rahni Matheson: 14-15 2nd 100m 
Breaststroke, 8th 100m Backstroke,  6th 
200m IM, Open 3rd 200m Breaststroke, 
4th 100m Breaststroke

Sienna Matheson: 16-17 1st 100m 
Breaststroke Open 6th 200m Breast-
stroke, 6th 100m Breaststroke

Sophie McKenzie: 18 and over 1st 50m 
Breaststroke, Open 1st 200m Breast-
stroke, 8th 200m IM, 4th 100m Breast-
stroke

Harper McRae: 13 4th 100m Butterfly
Ruby McRae: 12 6th 100m Butterfly, 

6th 100m Backstroke, 
Dylan Muir: 18 and over 8th 50m But-

terfly, 4th 50m Backstroke, 7th 50m 
Freestyle, 5th 200m IM

Trinity O’Keefe: 18 and Over 6th 50m 
Breaststroke, 

Cooper Quaife: 16-17 year old 3rd 
100m Butterfly, 7th 100m Freestyle, 5th 
200m IM Open 3rd 200m Butterfly, 4th 
100m Butterfly

Gypsy Quaife: 13 and Under 6th 200m 
IM, 2nd 100m Butterfly

Miah Roberts: 14-15 2nd 100m Back-
stroke, 8th 200m IM, Open 4th 400m IM, 

Jemma Rump: 12 7th 100m Freestyle
Zachary Sherar: 14-15 6th 100m 

Breaststroke, 5th 100m Freestyle, 
William Simmons: 14-15 3rd 100m 

Backstroke, 8th 100m Freestyle,
Archie Smyth: 11and Under 1st 50m 

Backstroke, 1st 50m Freestyle,1st 50m 
Butterfly, 5th 50m Breaststroke,

Jedda Tagell: 11 50m Breaststroke
Relay Team:
7th Mixed able-bodied and para free-

style team, 8th Medley team
12 and U Girls 3rd A, 7th B, 2nd A, 8th 

B Freestyle teams, 
12 and U Boys 2nd A, 9th B Medley 

teams, 2nd A Freestyle team
14 and U Girls 3rd A Medley team, 5th 

A Freestyle team
14 and U Boys 1st A, 9th B Medley 

team, 2nd A, 8th B Freestyle teams
16 and U Girls 6th Freestyle team, 3rd 

A Medley team
16 and U Boys 2nd A, 7th B, Freestyle 

teams, 4th A, 8th B Medley team
17 and Over 4th Women’s Medley team, 

5th Freestyle team
17 and Over 3rd Men’s Medley team, 

2nd Freestyle Team
Women’s 5th 4 x 100m Medley team, 

4th A, Freestyle team
Men’s 4th 4 x 100m Medley team, 2nd 

A, 8th B, Freestyle team
Mixed 5th 4 x 50m Medley team 

Swimmers retain third place
The South Gippsland Bass 2024 team achieved excellent results in the Victorian Country Championships at Traralgon.

The South Gippsland Bass captains 
received the third-place award.The U12 boys achieved second place in the freestyle and medley relays.
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SPORT  | BOWLS
INVERLOCH

SATURDAY Pennant results:
Division 1: Inverloch 67 Mirboo 

North 43. 
Division 2: Inverloch 41 Fish 

Creek 52; Inverloch 69 Wonthaggi 
51. 

Division 4: Inverloch 49 Korum-
burra 51.

Midweek Pennant results:
Division 1: Inverloch 56 Phillip 

Island 59. 
Division 2: Inverloch 48 Phillip 

Island 61. 
Division 3: Inverloch (4) 22 Port 

Welshpool 72; Inverloch (3) 24 
Mirboo North 39.

Thursday Social Bowls saw 
37 players try their skills on the 
greens. 

Teams of fours and triples fought 
hard over two games of 10 ends. 

Only one team finished with two 
wins. 

Terry Orford (skip), Karen Or-
ford, Joyce Arnold and Dennis 
Turner were the winners with two 
games and 33 points. 

Seven teams finished with one 
win and a loss. 

Runners up with one win and a 
loss on 22 points was the team of 
Laurel Lee (skip), Jill Kennedy and 
Peter Gentsch. 

The hard luck story for the day 
finishing on one win and 21 points 
was the team of John Duthie 
(skip), Jon Justin, Christine Cor-
rigan and John Cook.

KORUMBURRA
CONGRATULATIONS to Charlie 

Edgarton and Ken Cecil on win-
ning the men’s pairs final defeating 
Shane O’Loughlin and Neil Green.

In Midweek Pennant, Division 
1 travelled to Corinella and came 
home with a good win. 

Judith Nicholl had a 25 to 15 
shot win, Jenny McVeigh got up 21 
to 15 while Joanna Lomagno had a 
18 all draw. 

Division 2 travelled to Tarwin 
Lower with the opposite result.

Cheryl Moore lost 17 shots to 28 
and Erica Hayes lost 14 shots to 
34.

On Australia Day, the club hosted 
its annual tournament sponsored 
by the Chapman family in memory 
of Les and Jessie Chapman.

Winners on the day were Wayne 
and Janis Parks with Bernie and 
Frank Garden.

Runners up were Charlie Edgar-
ton, Christine Cousins, and Rob 
and Vera Sund.

Best last game went to Jim and 
Heather Garnham along with Geoff 
Barber and Graeme Turton. 

The day was catered for by Trac-
ey Pepperell, Kellie Dorling and 
their families and everyone was 
treated to a fine meal.

In Saturday Pennant, Division 
1 travelled to Corinella and came 
home the victors.

Shane O’Loughlin had a 34 to 18 
shot win, Peter Spark got up 21 
shots to 17, but unfortunately Rob 
Cosson went down 16 shots to 21. 

In Division 2, Korumburra host-
ed Wonthaggi with mixed results. 

Jim Garnham won 24 shots to 
22, Ross Lomagno went down 17 
shots to 18 while Rob Sund went 
down 10 shots to 33.

In Division 4, Korumburra host-
ed Inverloch.

Alan Cherrett won 24 shots to 
11, George Hams had a 17 shot 
draw and Hayden Rees went down 
10 shots to 21.

Members are reminded that the 
next counter tea is on February 9. 

The list is on the notice board.

LEONGATHA
ROUND 10 of the Midweek Pen-

nant competition for the Division 

1 side continued last Tuesday 
with a welcome by the Wonthaggi 
Division 1 side. 

Leongatha won on two rinks but 
were dealt a hiding on the other 
rink with a margin of 15 shots 
resulting in an overall score of 
58/48 shots. 

Individual rink scores were as 
follows:

Janice Reeves skip (Wonthaggi) 
was defeated by Carol Harry skip 
(Leongatha) 15/18 shots. 

Caroline Donohue skip (Wont-
haggi) was defeated by Marj Pear-
son skip (Leongatha) 15/17 shots.

Kathleen Simpson skip (Wont-
haggi) defeated Jenny Miller skip 
(Leongatha) 28/13 shots.

Last Wednesday, the club staged 
the Monthly Triples event which 
was sponsored by Nesci’s. 

Twenty-two teams from neigh-
bouring clubs in South Gippsland 
entered. 

Marion Older, a visitor from 
Queensland, was thrilled to play 
in the third placed team and col-
lect prizemoney so the club can 
expect her to return. 

The team dressed in the Fish 
Creek colours collected first prize 
with a score of four wins plus 31 
shots. 

The all-girls team dressed in a 
mix of colour made loud noises 
about the third prize calculated 
by the electronic scoreboard 
but were soon convinced by the 
technology and had to settle for 
fourth place. 

Second prize went to Ian 
Griffith’s team from Toora. 

Marion Older’s team accepted 
the third prize.

Round 11 of the Weekend Com-
petition was played in difficult 
windy weather on Saturday and 
the results across the board for 
the Leongatha club were disap-
pointing – not a happy club at the 
end of the day. 

Leongatha Division 1 side mo-
tored south to Toora where they 
were soundly defeated with an 
overall score of 44/67 shots. In-
dividual rink scores were as fol-
lows:

Ian Rogers skip (Toora) defeat-
ed Anthony Collier skip (Leon-
gatha) 16/15 shots.

Sebastian Biancato skip (Toora) 
defeated Paul Michael skip (Leon-
gatha) 31/10 shots.

Terry Corcoran skip (Toora) 
defeated John Hall skip (Leon-
gatha) 20/19 shots.

Leongatha Division 2 side jour-
neyed across the water to the 
Phillip Island Bowls club where 
it was outplayed by the Division 
2 side. 

Leongatha will take the hiding 
on board as a measuring stick for 
participation in the finals. 

The overall final score was 
45/80 shots and the individual 
rink scores were as follows:

Stuart Cunningham skip (Phil-
lip Island) defeated Vito Serafino 
skip (Leongatha) 28/15 shots.

Kevin Brown skip (Phillip Is-
land) defeated Rod Jackson skip 
(Leongatha) 23/17 shots. 

Mark Hone skip (Phillip Island) 
defeated Ron Symmons skip (Le-
ongatha) 31/13 shots.

Leongatha Bowls Club were the 
host club for a contest with the 
Corinella Bowls Club involving 
the Division 4 sides. Corinella 
outplayed Leongatha and record-
ed a mammoth overall score of 
78/38 shots. 

Individual rink scores were as 
follows:

John White skip (Leongatha) 
was defeated by Anthony Hep-
pleston skip (Corinella) 15/25 
shots.

Susan Wakefield skip (Leon-
gatha) was defeated by Ernest 

Daddy skip (Corinella) 12/30 
shots.

Janice Sing skip (Leongatha) 
was defeated by Lance Bullock 
skip (Corinella) 11/23 shots.

Bankers is still being played on 
Saturday and new bowlers are 
most welcome.

Kitty Club is on again this Fri-
day night so please enter your 
name before the occasion.

MIDWEEK
IT WAS a great day at Lang Lang 

for the bowlers.
The green was in excellent con-

dition, but was quite challenging 
for many.

It was great to see some new 
bowlers joining in and it is hoped 
they continue to grace social 
group with their presence in the 
future.

Lots of laughter throughout the 
day and a reasonable amount of 
friendly ribbing.

It was a pleasure to see so many 
(44) players turn up, but it does 
make it harder for Peter to pre-
pare the teams.

The group will have to look at 
how to start sharing this job in 
the near future.

In the meantime, the bowlers 
thank Peter for all the hard work 
he does week in and week out.

The winners on 34 point were 
Terry Floyd (S), Chris Brooks (3), 
Pauline McWilliams (2) and Peter 
Thorley (L).

Runners up on 29 points were 
Ken Harding (S), Mark Hanra-
han (3), Derek Fenn (2) and Mike 
Waring (L).

Best one game winners on 25 
points were Phil Wright (S), Cher-
yl Floyd (3), Jenny Smith (2) and 
Graeme McLeish (L).

Thank you very much to Vicki, 
Jenny and everyone that helped 
clear up after the game. 

It is always appreciated by us 
all.

Next week, the bowlers will be 
meeting at Corinella.

Everyone looks forward to 
meeting up with their friends 
once again.

Good luck to all the bowlers with 
pennant matches over the week.

Please be on site at Corinella by 
10am.

WONTHAGGI
IT WAS another good week at 

the club. 
Tuesday Midweek Pennant saw 

Division 1 play host to Leongatha 
at Wonthaggi on a fine sunny day 
with a slight breeze. Two rinks 
had narrow losses, with the other 
having a solid win, to secure an 
overall win on the day. 

The final scores Wonthaggi 58 
Leongatha 48. 

Division 2 travelled down the 
highway to Lang Lang looking for 
a win to keep its march to the fi-
nals on track. 

Once again, all three rinks 
played well, with one going down, 
but the other two having good 
wins. 

The final scores Wonthaggi 75 
Lang Lang 51.

Tuesday evening saw good num-
bers at Barefoot Bowls with a lot 
of happy faces. 

Wednesday saw a smaller num-
ber at social bowls with another 
event at a nearby club. 

There were three teams that 
were two game winners with pairs 
and triples playing two games 
over 12 ends. 

The results were scored on a 
shots up system, with scores at 
eight shots up,11 shots up and the 
winners being Tony Marotta and 
Rob Westbrook on 16 shots up. 

Continued page 45

The South West Gippsland Midweek Bowls Group winners 
were Terry Floyd (S), Peter Thorley (L), Chris Brooks (3) 
and Pauline McWilliams (2).

The best one game winners for the South West Gippsland 
Midweek Bowls Group were Jenny Smith (2), Graeme 
McLeish (L), Cheryl Floyd (3) and Phil Wright (S).

Dennis Turner, Karen Orford, Joyce Arnold and Terry  
Orford (skip) were Inverloch Bowling Club’s Social Bowls 
winners.

Wonthaggi Bowls Club’s Wednesday winners were Tony 
Marotta and Rob Westbrook. 

Paul Kerr, Graham Hosking and Ray Watkins were the 
Monthly Triples winners at Leongatha Bowls Club.

Winners of the Les and Jessie Chapman annual Memo-
rial Australia Day Tournament Ken Cecil (organiser), Frank 
Garden, Janis Parks, Bernie Garden, Wayne Parks and 
sponsor Lyn Perks (daughter of Les and Jessie) at Korum-
burra Bowls Club.
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MIRBOO NORTH
THURSDAY, January 25: Stableford.
A Grade: N. Rutledge (14) 41 pts.
B Grade: M. McKay (18) 40 pts.
DTL: S. Woodall 39, R. Matthews 38, 

N. Baker and N. Whichello 37 c/b.
NTP: fourth D. Taylor, sixth D. Tay-

lor, 13th G. Shandley and 16th M. 
Payne.

Birdies: fourth D. Woodall, sixth 
M. Payne and S. Woodall, 13th G. 
Shandley, and 16th M. Payne and R. 
Robbins.

Saturday, January 27: Par.
A Grade: M. Woodall, (9) 3up.
B Grade: O. Mahoney (17) 2up
C Grade: A. Woodall (31) 5up.
DTL: G. Renwick, N. Bickerton, N. 

Baker 2up, and J. Coleman, T. Baker 
and T. Whitelaw 1up.

NTP: fourth N. Baker, sixth T. 
Whitelaw, 13th C. McKay and 16th G. 
Renwick. 

Birdies: fourth R. Matthews and D. 
Evans, sixth T. Whitelaw and P. Cum-
maudo and 13th C. McKay.

LEONGATHA
Tuesday, January 23: Stableford. 
This Stableford competition round 

included 96 members/guests.
A Grade winner: Ryan Thomas (13) 

with a score of 40 pts.
A Grade runner up: Nathan Wardle 

(12) with a score of 38 pts.
B Grade winner: Ashleigh Hutton 

(14) with a score of 39 pts.
B Grade runner up: Paul Kennedy 

(16) with a score of 37 pts.
C Grade winner: Liam Keating (21) 

from the Cowes GC with a score of 
38 pts.

C Grade runner up: Grant Sexton 
(19) from the National GC with a 
score of 36 pts.

D Grade winner: Tim Kirley (24) 
from the Royal Park GC with a score 
of 38 pts.

D Grade runner up: Hugh Good-
man (26) with a score of 36 pts.

NTP second shot fifth: Alan Star-
key. NTP 14th: Michael Westaway 
at 3.56m. NTP 16th: Ian Murchie at 
2.60m.

Extra Balls Comp prizes went 
to Steve Foster, Fran O’Brien, Roy 
Kleverkamp, Gerald Freestone and 
Ian Murchie.

Thursday, January 25: Stableford. 
Another great summer turnout of 

97 members/guests played in this 
Stableford event.

A Grade winner: Rod MacKenzie 
(12) with a score of 40 pts.

A Grade runner up: Ashleigh Hut-
ton (14) with a score of 37 pts on a 
countback.

B Grade winner: Jamie Grenville 
(15) with a score of 43 pts.

B Grade runner up: Ian Murchie 
(16) with a score of 41 pts.

C Grade winner: Fred de Bondt (20) 
with a score of 41 pts.

C Grade runner up: John McIen-
nan (22) with a score of 38 pts.

D Grade winner: Ron Findlay (31) 
with a score of 36 pts on a countback. 

D Grade runner up: Ian Watson (36) 
with a score of 36 pts.

Congratulations on a great score by 
Fred de Bondt, who hit 85 off the stick 
and beat his age of 86, to register an 
outstanding score of 41 pts.

NTP second shot fifth: Trevor Rick-
ard at 0.5m. NTP 14th: Renato Mo-
nacella at 3.12m. NTP 16th: Gordon 
Morrison at 2.0m.

Extra Balls Comp prizes went to 
John Feddersen, Roy Kleverkamp, 
Winton Knop, Simon Drummond 
and George Hendry.

Saturday, January 27: Par. 
Tackling the first Par round for Sat-

urdays in 2024 was an excellent field 
of 118 members/guests enjoying de-
lightful summer conditions.

A Grade winner: Nathan Wardle 
(11) with a score of +3.

A Grade runner up: Phil Douglass 
(11) with a score of +2 on a countback.

B Grade winner: Ian Murchie (15) 
with a score of +3 on a countback.

B Grade runner up: Steven Piasen-
te (15) with a score of +3.

C Grade winner: Barry Wright (20) 
with a score of +3 on a countback.

C Grade runner up: Nicholas Hill 
(19) with a score of +3.

D Grade winner: Dylan Wilson-
Browne (31) with a score of +5.

D Grade runner up: Karen de Groot 
(35) with a score of +1 on a count-
back.

Great score by Heath O’Farrell with 
an eagle three on the 18th hole.

NTP fifth hole second shot: Alan 
Starkey at .40m. NTP 14th: Lou Fua-
taga at 1.21m. NTP 16th hole: Glenn 
Marsham at 2.44m.

Extra Balls Comp prizes went to 
Lou Fuataga, Jacob Drummond, Ner-
yl Hopcraft, Kevin McMenamin, Col-
leen Touzel, Gordon Morrison and 
Ian Blencowe.

SOUTH GIPPSLAND 
GOLF INC MIXED

SOUTH Gippsland Golf Inc held 
its Opening event at Meeniyan Golf 
Club on Sunday, in calm and sunny 
conditions. 

The event was a relaxed mixed four-
ball, with great trophies and the con-
ditions for golf were ideal. 

A Grade winners combined 38 
handicap were Irene Holm (19) 
and Phil Johnston (19) with 43 pts 
(Meeniyan). Runners up were Veron-
ica Park (14) and Neil Park (18) with 
40 pts (Meeniyan).

B Grade winners were Graham 
Hoskin (14) and Sue Hoskin (29) 
combined 42 (Meeniyan) with a score 
of 43 pts. Runners up in B grade were 
Col Graeme (14) and Jo Graeme (26) 
(Meeniyan) combined (40) also with 
43 pts.

Down the line: Jan (22) and Ian 
Trease (23) 43 pts, Mark Carruthers 
(9) and Janet Thomson (32) 41 pts, 
Graeme Watkins (5) and Barb Warren 
(14) 39 pts, and Elly Berryman (13) 
and Brian Wilson (27) 38 pts. 

Nearest the pins: 2nd Elly Berryman, 

8th Graham Hoskin, 11th Graeme Wat-
kins and 14th Bec Thomas.

The South Gippsland Golf Inc 
board would like to thank Meeniyan 
Golf Club for the making its course 
available – excellent presentation of 
the course the splendid catering and 
good administration. 

It was much appreciated.

KORUMBURRA 
Ladies

THE Korumburra Golf Club thor-
oughly enjoyed its Opening Day with 
fine weather and a fun team three or 
four person Drop-out Ambrose on 
Wednesday. 

The club extends a huge thank you 
to Parry’s Gift Store for once again 
sponsoring this annual event and 
providing the lovely prizes.  

Winners were Karen Sorrell, Gail 
Beer and Merrissa Cosson, 62.667. 

Runners up with 63.5, were Julie 
Hillberg, Heather Grist, Beryl Brown 
and Lynette McIvor. 

BDTL went to Jenny Blackmore, 
Sherrin Solly and Lorraine Knox, 
64.197. 

Lorraine was NTP on the first and 
10th, and Merrissa was closest on 
the seventh and 13th greens. 

Well done to Lyn Leppin (54) who 
had a fantastic score of 45 pts to win 
the Saturday competition. 

Runner up was Aliesha Wrigley (20) 
36 pts and Diarne Maskell (32) won 
a BDTL with 33 pts. 

Aliesha was NTP on the first (Kelly’s 
Bakery award) and Lyn was closest 
on the 10th.

WONTHAGGI
RESULTS: January 25, SR. 71. 	   
Competition: Stableford 18-hole.              
Winner: Ian Murrells 41.
Runner up: Mick Bourke 40. 
BDTL to 34 C/B.
Ball sweep: Malcolm Stevenson 40, 

Rod Walker 38, Colin Banks 37, Mal-
colm Stephenson 37, Philip McCrim-
mon 36, Glenn Hewlett 36, Graeme 
Campbell 36, Stephen Kane 35 and 
Paul Cornelis 34 C/B.

Results: January 25, SR. 36. 
Competition: Stableford back nine-

holes.	
Winner: Norm Burne 22.
BDTL to 17.
Ball sweep: Ian Murrells 20, Ray 

Hender 18, John Davies 18 and Kev-
in Bayley 17.

Results: January 27, Stableford 18-
hole.              

Winner: A: Mark Tiziani 39. B: 
John Walsh 38. C: Steve Terrill 41.

BDTL to 35.
Ball sweep: Ian McDonald 38, Ste-

ven Laing 37, Ian Baker 36, Paul 
Brusamarello 36, Robert Geyer 36, 
Frank Huber 36, Graeme Campbell 
36, Darren Brown 35, Alan Cubbon 
35 and Connor Ireland 35.

NTP: Mat Dawson second, Con-
nor Ireland fourth, Ben Clark propin 
eighth, Messy Chand 13th and Jona-
thon Clayton 17th money hole.
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Thursday saw a good 
number of bowlers 
grace the greens on a 
fine sunny morning. 

The club welcomed 
Mark P, Mark L and 
Mike from the Coates-
ville Bowls Club who en-
joyed their morning and 
said they will be back. 

Saturday Pennant saw 
Division 1 play host to 
Phillip Island at Won-
thaggi on a fine sunny 
day with a breeze all day 
to keep the bowlers on 
their toes. 

One rink had a nar-
row loss with the other 
two rinks having wins to 
secure a win on the day. 

The final scores Won-
thaggi 60 Phillip Island 
56; a very good win 
against another team in 
the top four. 

Division 2 travelled to 
Korumburra looking for a 
change of luck and to re-
turn to the winner’s stalls. 

Well, things went ac-
cording to plan with all 
three rinks playing well 
to record a solid win. 

The final scores Wont-
haggi 73 Korumburra 51. 

A good win to keep in 
touch with the top four. 

Division 3 went down 
the road to Inverloch 
looking for a win and 

also a bit of luck. 
After a day full of hope 

one team was able to 
secure a win with the 
other two rinks hav-
ing trouble against the 
home team. The final 
scores Wonthaggi 51 In-
verloch 69. 

Division 4 travelled to 
Tarwin looking for a win 
and to keep their place 
in the top four. 

Things didn’t go ac-
cording to plan with one 
rink not having a good 
day. 

The other two rinks 
had better matches but 
going down overall. 

The final scores Wont-
haggi 41 Tarwin 74. 

Just a note about the 
Australia Day night. 

It was a great success 
with a lot of people put-
ting in a huge effort; a 
blueprint for next year. 

Looking forward to it 
already. 

Bowls this week: Tues-
day Pennant, Tuesday 
night from 5pm Bare 
Foot Bowls, Wednesday 
social bowls at 1pm 
with names in by 12pm, 
Thursday social bowls 
at 10am, Friday coach-
ing at 10am and Satur-
day Pennant.

Have a good week and 
good bowling.	

RITA Richardson 
made the Meeniyan 
Bowls Club members 
very proud after winning 
the Strzelecki South 
Women’s Champion of 
Champions at Wonthag-
gi in early January. 

The playoffs ran across 
two days, one of which 
was played in inclem-
ent weather, with the 
rain being so bad that it 
drove the men’s teams’ 
home, but the women 
braved the conditions to 
continue competing.

“Rita came up against 
some very good play-
ers down at Wonthaggi 
and she managed to 
overcome them all, and 
come out the winner on 
the Sunday,” said Dar-
rellyn McRae, Secretary 
of the Meeniyan Bowl-
ing Club.

“She did terrific. We 
are only a very small 
club and she made us 
feel very proud.” 

The Meeniyan Bowling 
Club has less than fifty 
members and it’s been 
a number of years since 
someone has taken out 
the Champion of Cham-
pions from the Club, 
and even longer since it 
was a woman. 

Rita went on to com-
pete at the Newborough 
Bowling Club the follow-
ing fortnight, whittling 
out the competition un-
til it was down to Rita 
and another champion 
bowler - who reportedly 
wins everywhere. 

Rita hung on to come 
runner up, being only 
five shots behind the 
winner with a final 
score of 21 and 16.

Rita Richardson won the Strzelecki South Wom-
en’s Champion of Champions earlier this month, 
making the Meeniyan Bowling Club very proud. 

Rita takes out Champion of 
Champions for Meeniyan

Korumburra’s Opening Day winners were Merrissa Cosson, Karen Sorrell 
and Gail Beer with their trophies from the day’s sponsor, Parry’s Gift Store.

Leongatha Golf Club legend Fred 
de Bondt scored an outstanding 
round of 85 off the stick, which 
beat his age of 86 and helped him 
score 41 pts and win the C Grade 
competition on Thursday.
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POSITIVELY guiding a path 
for positive energy within the 
surfing culture and the Phillip 
Island community is Domi-
nique Salerno – sharing the 
art of yoga at the Phillip Island 
Boardriders Club (PIBC). 

As an authentic and pas-
sionate educator in the in-
dustry for the past 24 years, 
Dominique has supported her 
students to practice the tech-
nique of yoga and paniyaram – 
the colloquial term for breath-
work - and was approached by 
PIBC president Hannah Eisen 
to bring this technique safely 
and ‘functionally speaking for 
surfing’ into their inclusive 
environment. 

Dominique has now been 
teaching at the clubrooms 
for over 12 months and said, 
“I'm really interested in serv-
ing whoever's in front of me. 
I don’t come to class married 
with a class plan. I wait to see 
who turns up to our casual 
ongoing sessions, because we 
welcome a very mixed demo-
graphic,” said Dominique. 

“Sometimes we have chil-
dren as young as 13, as well as 
the ‘OG’ board riders in their 
mid-70’s, so in each session I 
am catering for a very broad 
range, so my modus operandi 
is to meet each person where 
they are, and I teach to that.” 

All the sessions at PIBC are 
open, casual, and ongoing. 
The club are very fortunate to 
have a large, beautiful space 
so there is no need to take 
bookings – Dominique wel-
comes anyone to join, as she 
believes that ‘yoga is a tool for 
navigating our lives and devel-
oping our human potential.’

The beginning of Domi-
nique’s journey started with 
a qualification in counselling  

– sharing that she happened 
to find a training that just 
spoke to her at the time for 
her own reasons.

“I didn't undertake that 
training with a view to using 
it. It was just for me, but as 
it happens, it layers on nicely 
with everything else that I do 
today.” 

On the island Dominique 
works as a yoga therapist, (in 
public classes at PIBC) and 
in individual yoga therapy 
sessions – or smaller group 

settings which is where the 
counselling and her study 
of Ayurveda (the medicinal 
branch of yoga) meet.  

“This means that we can 
bring that toolkit together in 
a way that again serves who-
ever's in front of me. Some 
people I work with just want 
to learn breath work, some 
are after nutritional and life-
style advice; whilst others are 
after the physical practice.” 

With a background of owning 
and operating The Australian 

Yoga Academy – a premier 
teacher training institute in 
Melbourne and teaching foun-
dational training. Dominique 
now lives on Phillip Island 
and for the past three years 
has concentrated on refining 
an instructor’s ability to teach 
the breathwork components 
of the yoga practice, as well as 
general teachers mentoring, 
‘because many people make a 
gradual progression into full 
time teaching, and it is impor-
tant to guide their practice.’

“Yoga has been around for 
thousands of years, but over 
the past decade many more 
people for various reasons are 
taking responsibility for their 
health – whether that be their 
physical, mental, or emotion-
al wellbeing, and I have been 
pleasantly surprised that at 
least 40 per cent of the class 
participants at the group ses-
sion at PIBC are over the age 
of 35 – which demographical-
ly is very unique,” said Domi-
nique. 

The shift that Dominique 
has seen in teaching on Phil-
lip Island is that the surfing 
community already have a 
beautiful connection to their 
physical, mental, and spiri-
tual health, “and the way that 
yoga has really galvanized that 
community and brought those 
different age groups together, 
is really something to behold.” 

PIBC sessions are held on 
the following days in 2024: 
•	 Monday: 6pm - 7pm
•	 Wednesday: 6pm - 7pm
•	 Thursday: 9.30am - 

10.45am
•	 Friday: 6am - 7am
•	 Or for individual sessions 

or mentoring visit Yoga with 
Dominique | Dominique 
Salerno Yoga

LEONGATHA Knights Football 
Clubs’s Summer Go Fives Com-
petitions concluded last week 
with some exciting grand final 
games. 

Increasing their competition 
offerings from two competitions 
to six competitions this sum-
mer, the popularity with which 
the offseason competitions have 
been received reflect the increas-
ing popularity of soccer within 
the South Gippsland shire. 

With more than 215 players 
taking part across all competi-
tions, the Go Fives format pro-
vided an opportunity for regular 
season players and beginners 
alike to have a run in a small-
sided game format. 

All competitions ran for eight 
weeks with a break over the 
Christmas period.

A big thank you to all players 
who participated and congratu-
lations to the following competi-
tions winners:

U12s Mixed Competition win-
ners: ALTAK.

U14s Girls Competition win-
ners: Fabulous Foords.

U14s Mixed Competition win-
ners: International FC.

Senior Social Competition 
winners: Two Goals One Cup.

Women’s Competition win-
ners: Red Hot Oompah Loom-
pahs.

Senior Competitive Competi-
tion winners: Mighty Migrants.

RESULTS:
The club was joined by Austra-

lian champions Justin Mill and 
James Coutts, who took out first 
place for East/West with percent-
age of 77.92 on Monday, January 
22.  

Second East/West were Moya 
Crowley and Michael Dooley on 
60.42 per cent, with Ruth Harvey 
and Anne Green third with 54.57 
per cent. 

In first place for North/South 
were Greg Nicholson and Anne 
Gibson on 59.07 per cent, in sec-
ond place Peter George and Jill 
Short on 55.21 per cent and in 
third place Ruth Harvey and Anne 
Green on 54.57 per cent.

Wednesday, January 24, saw 
James Coutts return, this time 
partnered by Jane Rennie. They 
were first on 59.72.  

Second were Judy O’Connell and 
Molly Dowling on 57.64 per cent 
with Caroline Shaw and Marnie 
Myall in third with 52.78 per cent.

Just a reminder that the club is 
running Social Bridge every Tues-
day night through the summer.  

If you are looking to learn bridge, 
brush up on your skills or you just 
feel like a social game please come 
and join in.  

For further details, call Jill on  
0438 248 578.

WE WELCOMED 33 participants 
to Grand Ridge Rail Trail park-
run in Mirboo North on Saturday. 
It was a cool and chilly summer 
morning but a stroll / run on the 
trail quickly warmed everyone up. 
One of our regular helpers (Jodie 
Pincini) reached her 50th vol-
unteer milestone and celebrated 
alongside her mum on. 

If you haven’t yet tried parkrun 
- there is something for every-
one. You can walk, run, connect 
with your community and give 
something back. Held every Sat-
urday 8am with various locations 
throughout Gippsland.

Dominique Salerno. Taking students and teachers 
deep into their practice.  

The power of professional guidance

SPORTS

Jodie Pincini reached her 
50th volunteer milestone and 
celebrated alongside her mum on 
Grand Ridge Rail Trail parkrun on 
Saturday.

Grand Ridge 
Trail Run

Go Fives competition a hit

The U12s Mixed Competitions winners following the Summer Go Fives grand final.

The Senior Social grand final went to the team Two Goals One Cup. 

Phillip Island bridge
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Some sharp work from Kurt Lane in 

the deep was able to produce a much-
needed run out and next ball Shiran 
skittled another OMK batter and the 
equation became 16 runs off nine balls 
with four wickets in hand. 

What happened next will be told for 
many years. After a dot ball, the next two 
balls sailed over the fence from the bat 
of Clayton Quaife, leaving the Diggers 
needing only four runs to win off the last 
over and the Sharks hopes looked gone. 
Enter Simon Kirton, who along with 
some questionable decisions from the 
opposing team, bowled the perfect over. 

The first ball was a knocked into the 
ground and fell to keeper Lochie Clee-
land who managed to throw the stumps 
down to execute a smart stumping from 
10 metres back. Another perfect ball 
led to panic from the OMK batters and 
saw Simon pick up a run out off his own 
bowling. 

The next ball was a sharply taken leg 
bye before a textbook Yorker saw Quaife 
head back to the sheds as his stumps 
were skittled. The equation now 3 to win 
off two balls with one wicket in hand. 

Simon with another well bowled wide 
Yorker produced a play and miss as the 
batsmen set off for a run taking on Lo-
chie again, who as cool as you like threw 
the stumps down to dismiss the Diggers 
two runs short, in one of the all-time 
classic finals’ games.

The win makes it three T20 titles in a 
row and another piece of silverware for 
the Sharks.

Player of the final was adjudged to 
be the captain Daniel Mock; however, 
a number of people could have made a 
case to receive the award.

Island sharks 
defeat OMK  

in an all-time 
classic final
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Over 60s

THE Kookas went on their ultimate 
road trip – thanks Warrick Hayes – 
against the Geelong Megacity Stars. 

The Cats won the toss and decided to 
bat. 

Master Blaster Pieter Loos and Ol 
Grayza Wighty took the new pill, keeping 
it tighter than an Australia Day presenta-
tion ceremony. 

Then the OMK twins Dazzling Dave 
Tessari and Mr Cricket Adams came up 
against some snarling Cats and the runs 
ran freely.

It was 1/110 at drinks. 
Once again, the plucky ol’ Kookas were 

up against it.
Enter president Whitey, Joey Spinmys-

ter Burke 3/26, Tight Brendan Thomas 
2/15 and with Ol Wighty 0/26 and Master 
Blaster Loos 0/23 who were able to clip 
the Cats’ claws to a gettable 6/178. 

A well-earned cup of tea steadied the 
Kookas. 

Ol’ Grayza 10 and Waza Hayes 22 (after 
superb glovework) got the Kookas cook-
ing,

Then three unnamed players “ducked 
up”.

Afterwards, Super Calves Whitey 40no, 
Basha Burke 40no and Mr Cricket Gary 
Adams 27no, moved within a microme-
tre of winning and that’s with only 10 
batsmen.

They finally reached 6/160. 
It was a great effort with a few missing 

soldiers down.
Special thanks to Peter Powerful Petro, 

who was the ultimate team man in mak-
ing the long journey to support his mates, 
and that’s what senior cricket and the 
Kookas are all about.

Next week, it’s the Koowy Swamprats, 
and time for the Kookas to re-regroup. 

Kookas nearly  
pull off a stunner

George Lomagno hits 
500 game mark for OMK

By Andrew Paloczi

GEORGE Lomagno achieved 
the stunning total of 500 
games for Outtrim Moyarra 
Kongwak (OMK) when he 
helped the Diggers B2 side to 
a four-run victory against Won-
thaggi Club on January 6.

“It’s a huge milestone,” OMK 
president and George’s team-
mate on the day, Russ White 
said.

Medium-pace outswinger 
George recovered from an ex-
pensive first over, capturing a 
couple of wickets in his sec-
ond, then holding his nerve as 
he delivered the game’s final 
over.

George summed up what 
went through his mind as he 
prepared to send down the 
last ball of the match with 
Club still a chance of spoiling 
his celebration.

“Where the hell am I going to 
put it?” he pondered.

Yorker length outside off 
stump was the verdict, the per-
fectly executed plan drawing a 
play and miss as the batsman 
aimed for ‘cow corner’, and 
sparking OMK joy.

“You couldn’t have scripted it 
better,” George said.

The outcome of the T20 
match was touch and go 
throughout, with Wonthag-
gi Club threatening to dash 
OMK’s quest to mark the mile-
stone game with victory.

Satisfyingly for George, he 
had Luke Anstey caught for a 
duck after earlier falling to the 
same player for eight runs.

The 500 gamer then sent 
Callum Prosser on his way 
without scoring, trapping 
the Wonthaggi number seven  

batsman LBW.
George’s senior cricket ca-

reer started at the age of 15 
when the Outtrim local began 
representing the then Outtrim 
Kongwak, with the games 
played in his first season addi-
tional to his now just over 500 
for OMK.

“I still consider myself a one-
club player,” he said, a view 
nobody is likely to dispute.

OMK Life Member George 
has featured in a couple of A 
Grade premierships, a further 
two in B Grade and six in C 
Grade.

He also starred in a D Grade 
premiership during a period in 
which that was a much higher 
standard than it now sounds, 
taking five wickets and scoring 
around 70.

George’s top score is 153 
not out and he has made one 
A Grade century and four in B 

Grade.
He’s not renowned for scor-

ing at a blistering pace, having 
in the past been compared to 
English Test batsman Geoff 
Boycott, and has only hit two 
sixes in his career.

There is one other six George 
has heard about many times 
over the years.

“I was in the outfield and 
went to take a catch and I 
missed it and it bounced off 
me head and over the fence for 
six,” George said.

“The pride was injured,” he 
conceded, albeit he can now 
laugh about the incident.

As for his maximums off 
the bat, George recalls a shot 
back in the mid-1980s when 
his top-edged effort hit the 
Outtrim fence on the full.

His second six came at Ko-
rumburra High School, pleas-
ingly sailing well over the 

boundary.
There may be just a few more 

games left for George, the vet-
eran contemplating “pulling 
the pin”.

“The body is finding it hard-
er and it takes nearly a full 
week to recover,” he said.

When he reaches retire-
ment, George looks forward to 
spending more time with his 
grandkids and on his Outtrim 
beef farm.

He expressed his apprecia-
tion of the family support he 
has enjoyed over the years, 
saying he couldn’t otherwise 
have reached such a mile-
stone.

It was a great celebration on 
the day he did so, as the win-
ning B2 players took in the 
end of OMK’s A Grade game, 
with past players and fam-
ily on hand to mark George’s 
achievement.

Family support has enabled George Lomagno to reach the 500 game milestone for OMK.

Gippsland Goannas win Warrandyte clash
Over 60s

IT was a bright sunny day 
with a nice breeze as the 
Gippsland Goannas Over-60 
team welcomed the Warran-
dyte Over-60’s to the pictur-
esque Toongabbie Recreation 
Reserve for the round 11 
clash.  

The ground was in magnifi-
cent condition and the wicket 
superb as the visitors won the 
toss and asked the Goannas to 
bat first.

Ken Bailey and Ray Floyd 
opened the innings and took 
the score to 39 in the 10th over 
when Bailey was dismissed for 
19. Ray Smith joined Floyd 
who retired with 30 runs to his 
name when the score was 50.  

Rob Taylor joined Smith and 
they took the score to 84 at the 
drinks break.  

Smith retired for 40 in the 
27th over allowing Neil Mer-
edith to join the fun.  

This pair were both out in 
the 30th over, Merro for nine 
and Taylor for 38 as the score 
reached 3/145.  

Mark Brown, 16 from 23 
balls, Kevin Lanigan, 2, bowled 
by Goannas Barrie Nunn play-
ing for Warrandyte, Ian Gib-
son, 24x and Bernie Symons, 
8x, took the score to 5/199 at 

the end of the 40th over.
Rob Bacchetti and Peter An-

ton opened the bowling for the 
Goannas and the score reached 
34, without loss after 10 overs.

Symons and Murray Moore 
were the next bowlers, with 
them taking a wicket each as 
the score reached 2/67 at the 
drinks break.  

Symons had 1/14 from eight 
overs and Moore 3/33 from 
seven when Chris DeVent and 
Meredith took over the attack.  

Warrandyte were 4/99 after 
30 overs, and Merro’s figures, 
six overs, four maidens, three 
for four, indicate that Warran-
dyte were unable to reach the 
target.  

Taylor bowled three overs as 
the visitors innings ended at 
7/127.

The fielding, especially by 
the visitors, was of a very good 
standard and Goannas catches 
were taken by Brown, Smith 
and Moore.

Goannas’ Over-70 team will 
play the West Gippsland Wom-
bats, also at Toongabbie, on 
Tuesday, while the Over-50 
team are due to play a home 
game against Geelong next 
Sunday.  

The Over-60’s are due to play 
away against ACS, also next 
Sunday.

Goannas president Neil Meredith was bowled in the 30th 
over.
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Phillip Island 109 d MDU 61
Phillip Island - 1st INNINGS: D Mani 9,  
P Francis 7, W Paterson 7, C Fall 20, F Russell 8,  
B Marshall 8, J Parry 14, S McMillan 0,  
J Marshall 3*, J Johnston 7, P Cleary 1
Bowling: K Brown 1/23, D Feild 1/16, J Cleator 
1/15, J Phillips 0/21, S Riley 3/14, R Prosser 0/2,  
G Cocksedge 4/14
MDU - 1st INNINGS: D Thomas 3, T Bright 5,  
H Cocksedge 0, W Cocksedge 1, G Cocksedge 22, 
C Prosser 5, R Prosser 3, L Webb 1, S Riley 8*,  
K Brown 2, L Thomas 2
Bowling: P Cleary 2/12 S Sirirathnage 2/17,  
P Francis 2/7, C Fall 3/12, B Marshall 0/4,  
J Marshall 1/3, S McMillan 0/1

Town d. 2/170 d Glen Alvie 96 & 91
Town - 1st INNINGS: N Hodges 23, T Cashin 21, 
N Hanily 107*, M Carter 26*
Bowling: W Bridle 1/56, Fill-in 1/28, O Luff 0/16,  
V Kumar Gopal 0/13, N Luff 0/21, G Luff 0/34,  
C Stewart 0/1, H Luff 0/10, D Hynes 0/16
Glen Alvie - 2nd INNINGS: J Burke 2,  
D McGuirk 0, L Scholz 5, W Bridle 11, D Hynes 15, 
I Thorn 40*, O Luff 11, A Sinclair 0, N Luff 0,  
G Luff 0, H Luff 0
Bowling: H Livingstone 2/13, P J Kallookkaran 
3/21, J Lindsay 1/13, Y Ratnaike 0/14,  
M Carter 2/25, Paul Carter 1/3

Nyora 4/278 d Koonwarra L/RSL 139
Koonwarra L/RSL - 1st INNINGS: S Paterson 29, 
A Boxall 8, A Thorne 62, G Matthies 6, K Thorne 5, 
A Piksons 3, S Chadwick 4, J Geary 0, B Thomas 2, 
R Collins 6*, T Lund 2
Bowling: L Brock 0/18, K Maclure 2/11,  
D Blackney 1/22, B Pugh 3/29, T Perkins 0/40,  
W Dixon 2/13, J Knox 1/1.

K-Bass 8/136 d Korumburra 10/98
Korumburra - 1st INNINGS: N Belvedere 0,  
H Jefferis 4, C Gooch 6, E Belvedere 5, J Foote 0, 
M Foote 38, M Foote 0, G Barrett 7, R Butler 18,  
Z Brady 0, S McKinnon 5*
Bowling: P Cornelis 1/8, K McLean 4/14,  
A Joseph 3/40, S Tapscott 0/7, T Gold 0/8, 
L Magnussen 2/14, H Huckett 0/5
Kilcunda-Bass - 1st INNINGS: P Cornelis 8,  
K McLean 63, S Oates 20, T Gold 2, Fill-in 4,  
L Magnussen 1, H Huckett 1, J Huckett 1,  
J Huckett 31*
Bowling: S McKinnon 1/32, R Butler 0/44,  
N Belvedere 2/16, H Jefferis 2/4, E Belvedere 0/3, 
Z Brady 3/7, J Foote 0/3, Owen Maskell 0/18,  
M Foote 0/9

Inverloch - BYE

C Grade

SPORT  | CRICKET

WONTHAGGI & DISTRICT 
NETBALL ASSOCIATION

NIGHT NETBALL
SUMMER 

COMPETITION 
LADIES COMPETITION

Wonthaggi Secondary College stadium 
Starting Tuesday, February 13, 6.30pm 

Players to be 14 years and older 
Must have VNA registration 

Register teams online via 
Netball Connect 

Individual players contact 
Lee 0419 399 415

MIXED JUNIOR
TWILIGHT COMPETITION

11 and under, 13 and under
Monday nights,  

commencing February 26
Wonthaggi outdoor courts
Entry forms available from 

Cargills Sport store
wdnawonthaggi@outlook.com 

or text 0419 399 415

H
M

11
19

4

C Grade

COLIN Knox’s 130-run haul secured a 
convincing win for Nyora over Koonwarra 
L/RSL.

Going into bat on Saturday, Koonwarra L/
RSL had the tough ask of passing Nyora’s 
impressive score of 4/278.

Opening batsman Shane Paterson made 
a strong start for the Cougars, making 29 
runs.

Adam Thorne stepped up to the wicket at 
1/30 and managed to hit 62 runs before he 
was caught by Keith Maclure.

Nyora upped its pressure on the field, and 
there was little impact on the scoreboard 
from the rest of the batting order.

Ben Pugh ran through the batting order, 
taking 3/29.

Maclure and William Dixon were also 
multiple wicket takers.

At the end of 50 overs, Koonwarra L/RSL 
conceded defeat with a final score of 10/139. 

Town too good
LEONGATHA Town steamrolled over 

Glen Alvie, declaring with a final score of 
2/210.

Glen Alvie produced the gettable score 
of 10/96 on the first day of the two-day 
match, and Town responded by achieving 
2/170 at stumps on January 20.

Town went into Saturday’s match look-
ing for an outright win.

Ned Hanily continued his run from the 
previous week, hitting 107 not out.

Max Carter was 26 not out at the end of 
the innings.

Glen Alvie was sent back into bat.
It was a weak start with the opening 

partnership of Joe Bourke and Daniel 
McGuirk dismissed for a duck under the 
bowling pressure of Hugh Livingstone.

Glen Alvie captain Ian Thorn top scored 
with 40 runs and was not out at the end 
of the innings.

Poly Joseph Kallookkaran had Town’s 
best bowling figures, claiming 3/21.

Glen Alvie ended the day with 10/91.

Sharks outclass the Cobras 
KORUMBURRA was unable to defend its 

total of 10/98 against Kilcunda-Bass on Sat-
urday.

The Sharks stepped up to bat with open-
ing batsman Kevin McLean taking control of 
the match with 68 runs.

His run was ended by a catch from Shaun 
McKinnon.

Steven Oates put 20 runs on the score-
board before he dismissed by Noah Belve-
dere.

Joel Huckett rounded out the innings with 
31 not out.

Belvedere and Hudson Jefferis were Ko-
rumburra’s multiple wicket takers.

Kilcunda-Bass claimed its win with 8/136.

Phillip Island defend its score
PHILLIP Island was too strong for MDU 

in the two-day C Grade match.
Playing at the Dumbalk Recreation Re-

serve, MDU won the toss and sent Phil-
lip Island in to bat on the first day of the 
game.

It was a humble innings for the Sharks, 
with Chris Fall top scoring with 20 runs.

Jon Parry was the only other batsman 
to reach double figures, adding 14 runs 
to the tally.

Glen Cocksedge was the standout bowl-
er for MDU, taking 4/14.

Three wickets were also claimed by Ste-
phen Riley.

Phillip Island was tasked to defend 
10/109.

A similarly quiet innings for MDU se-
cured the win for Phillip Island on Satur-
day.

Cocksedge continued his fine form by 
putting 22 runs on the scoreboard.

Fall claimed 3/12, and Peter Cleary,  
Sachin Sirirathnage and Peter Francis 
took two MDU wickets each.

At the end of the innings, MDU had fall-
en short on 10/61. 

Nyora claim 
impressive win

A PAIR of Leongatha & 
District Cricket Associa-
tion players will be cele-
brated during Round 12, 
to be played on February 
3 and 10, with Imperi-
als representative Luke 
Rogers and Inverloch’s 
Dean Cashin acknowl-
edged in this year’s Rec-
ognition Round.

Luke shoulders the re-
sponsibility of opening 
the batting for Imperials 
A1 side, having been an 
integral part of the club 
and LDCA since moving 
to the area from Bendigo 
in 2005. 

He has played over 
260 games for Imperials 
Cricket Club and more 
than 30 for the LDCA.

Throughout his tenure 
with Imperials, Luke 
has consistently deliv-
ered exceptional per-
formances, establishing 
himself as one of the 
club’s key players, with 
his versatility as an all-
rounder a valuable asset 
to the team. 

His ability to start an 
innings positively from 
ball one makes his 
wicket a prized one for 
opposition teams, know-
ing he can take the game 
away from them. 

Luke has a highest 
score of 119 against Ko-
rumburra at the East 
Campus in 2006/07. 

He has made three oth-
er centuries, all of which 
would have been scored 
at quicker than a run a 
ball. 

As a medium pace bowl-
er, Luke has consistently 
taken crucial wickets, 
breaking partnerships 
and putting pressure on 

the opposition. 
He has claimed five 

wicket hauls on three 
occasions, including 
5/21 against Phillip Is-
land in 2013/14. 

Luke has achieved sev-
eral accolades during 
his career with Imperi-
als Cricket Club, includ-
ing being captain for 
four seasons. 

He won back-to-back 
Club Championships 
(Fennell/ Sauvarin Med-
al) in seasons 2011/12 
and 2012/13. 

He also won A Grade 
batting and Cricketer of 
the Year in 2011/12. 

Luke has been part 
of an Imperials A2 pre-
miership and also a suc-
cessful LDCA Gippsland 
Cricket League cam-
paign.

He remains a vital as-
set to Imperials Cricket 
Club, with the likelihood 
he will continue to take 
apart opposition attacks 
with his aggressive bat-
ting approach. 

Luke’s dedication to 
his club and the LDCA 
makes him a worthy 
nominee for Recognition 
Round. 

Inverloch Cricket 
Club’s Dean Cashin, 
known simply as ‘Casho’, 
began representing the 

club in 1989/90.
His crafty bowling has 

led to him taking plenty 
of wickets over the years 
since, in both A Grade 
and lower grades.

Dean is a three-time 
A Grade premiership 
player, also twice coach-
ing premiership sides at 
that level and featuring 
in a B Grade premier-
ship.

He won the A Grade 
bowling award in 
1990/91 and, demon-
strating the longev-
ity of his playing career, 
claimed the C grade 
bowling award in the 
2015/16 season.

Dean is currently play-
ing in Inverloch’s B 
Grade side, continuing 
to be a great mentor to 
younger cricketers, and 
offers plenty of advice 
and encouragement on 
game day and at train-
ing. 

‘Casho’ is a Life Mem-
ber of the club and is 
also on its committee. 

His Recognition Round 
nomination demon-
strates how fortunate 
those at Inverloch Crick-
et Club feel to have Dean 
around and show their 
appreciation that he 
continues to help grow 
the club.

Imperials and Inverloch cricket 
clubs acknowledge local legends

Amad Khan bats for Koonwarra 
Leongatha/RSL during its T20 
semifinal clash with Phillip Island. 
Photos: Jodie Arnup.

Jason Kennedy goes on the attack 
for Koonwarra Leongatha/RSL 
against Phillip Island during the 
sides’ T20 semifinal on Sunday. 

Cougars swing hard in 20/20 semis

Connect 
with us
@sentineltimes



SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES   |   TUESDAY, JANUARY 30, 2024   |   49    

  |  SPORTCRICKET

MDU 9/195 d Town 170
Town - 1st INNINGS: D Goss 3, N Fixter 8,  
L Ashton 26, L Bowman 6, C Bruce 38, S Clark 1,  
J Schelling 3, L Hickey 28, L May 21, L Gill 9,  
V Peiris 20*
Bowling: J Riley 0/26, A Richardson 5/55,  
S McRae 1/25, K Sinclair 1/8, C Fisher 1/32,  
C Hoober 2/22

Inverloch 6/249 d OMK 9/246
OMK - 1st INNINGS: A Busana 8, D Creed 12,  
J Cuman 47, J Hayes 17, R Quaife 28, N Wylie 25, 
S Taylor 10, B Maguire 21, A Trotto 39,  
H James 21*, B Furness 4*
Bowling: I Seuren 2/31, K Rotthier 3/73,  
D Cashin 0/19, C O’Flynn 0/23, C Newman 3/25, 
T Debono 0/27, A Mankhong 0/20,  
W Chapman 0/22
Inverloch - 1st INNINGS: R Harris 35,  
B Debono 81, I Seuren 14, W Rankin 17,  
J Richardson 36, T Debono 6, A Mankhong 23*, 
J Rowe 17*
Bowling: A Trotto 1/70, H James 1/37,  
B Maguire 0/14, S Taylor 1/40, N Wylie 3/81

Korumburra 180 d Imperials 75
Imperials - 1st INNINGS: A Meyer 11*, A Casey 0, 
J Ballagh 12, G Sauvarin 28, K McGrath 9,  
C Honeysett 3, N McLennan 0, D Mclennan 1,  
F Materia 5, K Gray 3*, Ja Forrester 0
Bowling: T Crocker 0/4, S Dole 2/11, M Olden 
2/18, Fill-in 1/11, D Scott 5/21, B Riddell 0/9

Phillip Island 195 d Koon L/RSL 9/180
Koonwarra L/RSL - 1st INNINGS: M Thomas 77, 
Private Player 14, K Scrimshaw 0, M Scrimshaw 6, 
J Pickersgill 5, L Read 12, N Grimes 17,  
A Stanley 4, P Buckley 31*, M Boswell 0,  
A Drury 12*
Bowling: K Lane 3/56, T Niven 3/32,  
H Arceo 1/25, A Williams 0/10, J Williams 1/15,  
A Tolley 0/43

Kilcunda-Bass d. 4/167 d 
Korumburra 63 & 7/154
Kilcunda-Bass - 1st INNINGS: B Joseph 16,  
B Waldron 32, S Williams 73*, D Clay 9,  
R Gardiner 16, A McBride 6*
Bowling: T Sorrell 2/50, J Douglas 0/45,  
K Rigby 0/16, K Dorman 1/17, G Edwards 1/19, 
Fill-in 0/8, J Dunn 0/7, M Patten 0/1
Korumburra - 2nd INNINGS: P Dunlevie 35,  
Fill-in 18, K Dorman 71*, P Beadel 1, T Sorrell 4,  
T Morrison 11, J Dunn 3, Fill-in 0, J Douglas 0*
Bowling: R Duff 2/30, A McBride 0/19,  
J Havetta 2/34, D Clay 0/18, B Waldron 0/11,  
S Williams 0/13, A Bedford 1/15, N Miller 1/8,  
E Magnussen 0/1, B Joseph 0/5

Club 7/135  d Glen Alvie 104
Club - 1st INNINGS: J Sheerin 21, M Davey 21*,  
C Prosser 3, L Sawyer 4, J Licis 43, K McGregor 3, 
J Caddy 2, L Anstey 2, CFraser 28*, Fill-in 2*
Bowling: A Russell 0/17, L McRae 3/35, J Brown 
3/21, A Luke 0/22, G Hynes 0/9, A Moore 1/5,  
D Hale 0/18 N Thatcher 0/6, A Dakin0/2

OMK 2/78 v Phillip Island 150
No Day 2 results supplied. 

Nerrena 3/65 d Foster 59
Nerrena won on Day 1.

B Grade

B Grade

DIVISION 1

DIVISION 2

B grade, division 1

ANDREW Richardson 
toiled manfully for Meeniyan 
Dumbalk United, starring 
with the ball on day two as the 
Demons knocked over Leon-
gatha Town 25 runs short of 
the MDU total.

Richardson finished with 
5/55 from 26 overs, with his 
skipper Craig Hoober (2/22) 
MDU’s only other multiple 
wicket taker.

While five Leongatha Town 
batsmen made scores of at 
least 20, Colin Bruce’s 38 runs 
was the top contribution, with 
Hoober having him stumped 
by Anthony Dyke.

Richardson proved damag-
ing from early in the Scorpi-
ons’ innings, bowling Town 
opener Davern Goss for just 
three runs.

He also accounted for Le-
ongatha skipper Luke Ashton 
(26), then continued to make 
breakthroughs in the Scorpi-
ons’ middle and lower orders.

Tyrone Zukovskis helped 
build the foundation for MDU 
success with his score of 56 
on day one.

Inverloch up to 
demanding task  
against OMK

INVERLOCH responded in 
style to the imposing 247-run 
target set by then top of the 
table OMK on day one.

Brett Debono’s 81 was cru-
cial in the Stingrays’ four-
wicket win, a performance 
that now has them heading the 
ladder.

John Richardson’s 36 was 
next best for the winning side, 
opener Riley Harris making 
just one less.

All but one Inverloch bats-
man called on reached double 
figures in a solid team effort.

Nick Wylie was the only OMK 
bowler to strike more than 
once, claiming 3/81 from his 
17 overs.

Adam Trotto, with 1/70 off 
the same number of overs, 
caught and bowled Inverloch’s 
star performer Debono.

Cougars fall just short of 
Phillip Island total

A DETERMINED innings 
of 77 from opener Michael 
Thomas had Koonwarra Le-
ongatha/RSL in with a shot at 
Newhaven Recreation Reserve, 
but Phillip Island’s bowlers 
dismissed the Cougars for five 
runs less than the Sharks’ to-
tal.

Phillip Island skipper Kurt 
Lane and Timothy Niven each 
took three wickets, conceding 
just 88 runs between them 
from a combined 44 overs and 
continuing their excellent sea-
son with the ball.

Phillip Island president An-
drew Finlayson, who played in 
the match, said left arm open-
ing bowler Niven would have 
bowled more overs if not for 
a restriction on how many ju-
nior players can send down.

Under 17 player Niven has 
played some A grade cricket 
this season as well as repre-
senting the LDCA in junior 
ranks.

Keeper Finlayson gives 

Lane some stick, telling him 
he doesn’t get much turn but 
praised his skipper’s ability to 
vary his pace, something the 
opposition batsmen find tough 
to get a read on.

Thomas’ resilient knock for 
the Cougars lasted 165 balls 
and he made Phillip Island 
work hard to dismiss him af-
ter the Sharks dropped him 
late on day one, while late 
order batsman Paris Buckley 
delivered a near run-a-ball 31 
not out.

While all looked lost when 
Mathew Boswell fell for a duck 
with Koonwarra Leongatha/
RSL still 32 runs behind, 
number 11 batsman Adam 
Drury provided good support 
for Buckley and contributed 
12 runs.

Medium pacer Aidan Wil-
liams accounted for him, fin-
ishing with the tidy figures of 
1/10 from seven and a half 
overs, an impressive display 
for someone who has barely 
played this season and was 
having his first bowl for the 
campaign.

Determined Sauvarin 
lacks support as 
Imperials fall well short 
of Korumburra

GARY Sauvarin’s steadfast 
28 off 119 balls was comfort-
ably Imperials’ top score with 
only a couple of others reach-
ing double figures as a pow-
erful Korumburra bowling 
display achieved a 105-run 
Cobras’ win.

Although Darren Scott re-
cently said his retirement is 
likely to come soon, the Ko-
rumburra veteran’s perfor-
mance suggested he might re-
consider, if his body permits, 
the medium pace outswing 
bowler taking a delightful 5/21 
from just under 18 overs.

His haul included the impor-
tant wicket of Sauvarin.

Korumburra captain Shane 
Dole claimed a couple of 
scalps and allowed just 11 
runs off his 14 overs, while 
Mathew Olden also struck 
twice and yielded only 18 runs 
from eight overs.

B grade, division 2

OMK completes job 
against Phillip Island

OUTTRIM Moyarra Kong-
wak entered day two in a com-
manding position after the 
sterling opening-day exploits 
of its president Russ White, 
who snavelled 6/45 and went 
to stumps unbeaten on 48 
against visitor Phillip Island.

OMK began the second day 
on 2/78, powering to a six-
wicket victory.

While White was on 88 when 
Phillip Island’s first innings 
total was surpassed, the sides 
agreed to play on for a little 
longer, enabling him to make 
it to 101 not out by the close 
of proceedings.

Brad Hayes lent solid sup-
port as OMK chased the mod-
est target of 150, the number 
four batsman eventually dis-
missed in the mid-thirties.

Kilcunda-Bass continues 
dominant display against 
Korumburra

KILCUNDA-Bass began the 
second day against Korum-
burra already 42 runs ahead, 
soon declaring four down with 
a first innings lead of 104, the 
Sharks bowlers then again 
making life tough for the Co-
bras batsmen.

While Korumburra showed 
more resilience with the bat 
second time around, it lost 
7/154 by the time stumps were 
drawn.

An unbeaten 73 from Scott 
Williams was the game’s top 
score, with his Kilcunda-Bass 

teammate and skipper Brad-
ley Waldron another significant 
contributor with 32 runs.

Thomas Sorrell was the only 
Korumburra bowler to take 
more than one wicket, manag-
ing 2/50 from 11 overs.

When Korumburra batted 
again, opener Pierre Dunlevie 
put his first innings duck be-
hind him with a score of 35.

While most other Cobras who 
batted fell cheaply, Kyle Dor-
man made a stubborn 71 not 
out at a strike rate of exactly 50.

Shark Jacob Havetta took a 
couple more wickets after his 
haul of three in the first innings, 
with Rohan Duff having the 
pick of the figures second time 
around with 2/30 off 11 overs.

Just about everyone got at 
least an over for Kilcunda-Bass, 
with 10 players bowling in the 
second innings.

Glen Alvie makes 
Wonthaggi Club  
work for win

GLEN Alvie’s bowlers made 
a stoic effort to capture six 
Wonthaggi Club wickets before 
the latter edged ahead on the 
first innings.

It was an impressive effort 
to inflict so much damage af-
ter Club began the second day 
on 1/46, needing only to reach 
105 to get ahead.

With not too much to do, 
Club opener Mitchell Davey 
retired not out on his first-day 
score of 21.

A few of his teammates then 
fell cheaply but Justin Licis 
carried Club to the brink of 
victory with his 43 runs, while 
Chris Fraser made 28 not out 
at a run a ball.

Jack Brown was the pick of 
the Glen Alvie bowlers with his 
3/21 from 11 overs including 
the first day wicket of Club 
opener Jack Sheerin.

Lachlan McRae’s 2/35 from 
12 overs also impressed.

Richardson leads MDU bowlers 
to success against Town

Glen Alvie’s Gaby Hynes bowling 
against Wonthaggi. Z10_0524

Wonthaggi’s Luke Anstey batting against Glen Alvie. Z11_0524
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Team	 Points� %

  A GRADE, Division 1
Phillip Island	 90� 2.006
Town	 90� 1.021
Club	 78� 1.376
Imperials	 66� 0.980
OMK	 54� 0.887
Korumburra	 54� 0.598
Inverloch	 42� 0.905
Nerrena	 42� 0.747

  B GRADE, Division 1
Inverloch	 102� 1.503
Phillip Island	 102� 1.267
OMK	 90� 1.702
Korumburra	 66� 1.239
MDU	 54� 0.874
Town	 54� 0.803
Koonwarra L/RSL	 42� 0.704
Imperials	 18� 0.506

Team	 Points� %

    A GRADE, Division 2
Nyora	 102� 1.649
Foster	 90� 1.363
Glen Alvie	 78� 1.306
Koonwarra L/RSL	 78� 1.258
Kilcunda-Bass	 54� 0.836
Club	 42� 0.802
MDU	 42� 0.731
Nerrena	 42� 0.591

  B GRADE, Division 2
OMK	 90� 1.759
Nerrena	 90� 1.384
Phillip Island	 78� 1.189
Kilcunda-Bass	 66� 1.339
Club	 66� 1.279
Foster	 54� 0.725
Korumburra	 42� 0.447
Glen Alvie	 30� 0.608

  C GRADE
Nyora	 84� 2.751
Phillip Island	 72� 1.452
Town	 68� 1.858
Kilcunda-Bass	 60� 1.121
Glen Alvie	 54� 0.458
Inverloch	 48� 0.922
Koonwarra L/RSL	 42� 0.500
MDU	 36� 1.500
Korumburra	 30� 0.500

LADDERS RD 11

Local 
cricket 
South Gippsland 
and Bass Coast

NEXT WEEKEND’s GAMES
& UMPIRE APPOINTMENTS

RND 12 - SATURDAY
FEB 3 & 10

  A GRADE, Division 1

Nerrena v Imperials	 Leongatha Turf	 John Schelling
P-Island v Inverloch	 Newhaven	 Graham Whiteman
Korumburra v Town	 Korumburra Turf	 Ian Salmon
OMK v Club		  Outttrim	 Ashleigh Stride

  A Grade, Division 2

Nyora v Club		  Nyora	 Brad Phillips
Koon L/RSL v Nerrena	 Koonwarra	 Les White
Glen Alvie v Foster	 Wonthaggi Turf	 Warren Williams
MDU v Kilcunda-Bass	 Meeniyan	 Geoff Parkinson

  B GRADE, Division 1

Town v Korumburra	 Scorpion 1	 No umpire
Koon L/RSL v OMK	 Leongatha Vel	 No umpire
Imperials v MDU		 East Campus	 Michael Ryan
Inverloch v P-Island	 Inverloch Turf	 Neil Grabham

  B GRADE, Division 2

P-Island v Korumburra	 Rhyll	 No umpire
Foster v Glen Alvie	 Foster GC	 No umpire
Kilcunda-Bass v OMK	 Bass 1	 No umpire
Club v Nerrena		  McMahon	 Ken Scrimshaw

 C GRADE

Inverloch v Nyora	 Inveroch FG	 Michael Heenan
Town v Kilcunda-Bass 	 Scorpion Park 2	 No umpire
P-Island v Koon L/RSL 	 Bass 2 	 No umpire
MDU v Korumburra 	 Dumbalk 	 No umpire
Glen Alvie - BYE

Subject to Confirmation. 
Any prospective umpires can contact 

Jason O’Reilly 0439 688 575  
or Geoff Wyatt 0413 081 136

Sentinel-Times

www.sgst.com.au

Connect 
with us
@sentineltimes

www.hartleywells.com

Hartley Wells

Leongatha

Phone: 5662 2930

Leongatha
www.hartleywells.com 8-10 Koonwarra Rd, Leongatha. 5662 5030

Cnr Carneys Road & Bass Highway, 
Wonthaggi. 5672 2148

LEONGATHA & DISTRICT CRICKET ASSOCIATION

A1: Shiran Rathnayake (Phillip Island) 102* ; Lachie Wright (Imperials) 8/99

A2: Mitchell Hoober (MDU) 76* ; Zack Trease (Nerrena) 4/54

B1: Brett Debono (Inverloch) 81 ; Darren Scott (Korumburra) 5/21

B2: Scott Williams (Kilcunda-Bass) 73* ; Jack Brown (Glen Alvie) 3/21

C: Ned Hanily (Leongatha) 107* ; Zane Brady (Korumburra) 3/7

SCOREBOARD
In stories folder: Cricket Scoreboard_0524

Local Cricket... 130130 years strongyears strong

A Grade, Division 1

ANOTHER awe-inspir-
ing effort from Shiran 
Rathnayake resulted in 
another win for top of the 
table Phillip Island.

Coming off the back 
of his seven wicket haul 
the previous week, Rath-
nayake hit 102 not out 
against Club on Saturday.

Club challenged Phil-
lip Island with a total of 
10/197, but Rathnayake’s 
time at the wicket en-
sured the score was get-
table.

Daniel Mock contrib-
uted 30 runs to Phillip 
Island’s total.

Club captain Joel Brann 
and James Sheerin tried 
to keep the pressure on 
Phillip Island, taking 2/44 
and 2/66 respectively.

Phillip Island went 
home with the win with a 
final score of 6/207.

Imps get it done
THE Imperials pulled 

off  an impressive win over 
Korumburra on Saturday.

A fairly even distribution 
of runs throughout the 
batting order resulted in a 
final score of 5/302.

The Cobras went into 
Saturday’s match with a 
challenge ahead.

Korumburra captain 
Rumesh Rangana kept 
pace with the Imps’ bats-
men, hitting 83 runs be-
fore a catch by Timothy 
Sauvarin sent him back to 
the sideline.

Hemal Ratnayake also 

put up a fight, making 67 
runs.

However, the rest of the 
batting order did not man-
age to break into the dou-
ble digits.

The demolition of Ko-
rumburra’s batting order 
was at the hands of Imps 
bowler Lachie Wright, who 
took 8/99.

Wickets were also 
claimed by Lucas Ander-
son and captain Jack Gin-
nane.

Korumburra finished its 
innings with 10/188.

Town trounce Nerrena 
DESPITE the bowling 

pressures of Nerrena, Le-
ongatha Town enjoyed a 
rather convincing win on 

Saturday.
During the first day of 

the two-day match, Ner-
rena made 10/112 and 
would be in for a chal-
lenge against the mighty 
Leongatha side.

Josh Trease bowled 
opening batsman Ron 
Abeysinghe lbw for a duck 
– a shaky start for Town.

However, Amila Rat-
naike had Town back on 
track, contributing 39 
runs before a catch from 
Jaxon Checkley saw him 
dismissed.

Rounding out the in-
nings, Pandukabhaya 
Jayasinghe hit 59 not out.

Trease and captain 
Mitchell Clark were Ner-
rena’s top bowlers, taking 

3/43 and 3/17 respective-
ly.

Town’s winning tally was 
10/179.

Nerrena opened its sec-
ond innings with opening 
batsman Hayden Funnell 
making 23 runs.

Clark top scored with 
24 not out.

Pamuditha Geemal Raj-
apakshage took 2/21, with 
the rest of the wicket tak-
ing shared between Rhett 
Hume, Josh Williams and 
Ethan Smith.

Nerrena were at 5/80 at 
stumps. 

The scores for Inverloch 
vs. OMK match were un-
available before going to 
print. 

Rathnayake rattles Club
Inverloch’s Jake Dennerley works the ball fine to collect some runs. Z08_0524

Peter Dell coils to release another delivery for OMK. Z06_0524
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     Town 179 d  
Nerrena 112 & 5/80
Town – 1st INNINGS
Ron Abeysinghe lbw: J Trease ����������������� 0
Darcy Hume c: J Checkley b: M Clark �12
Amila Ratnaike c: J Checkley b: J Hoy �39
Josh Williams b: J Trease ��������������������������12
DLMP Gallage st: H Funnell  
b: M Clark ������������������������������������������������������22
Ethan Smith b: J Hoy����������������������������������  0
Jack Hume c: R Clark b: J Trease�������������� 0
Rob Eddy c&b: T Wightman������������������� 31
Pandukabhaya Jayasinghe not out ���59*
PG Rajapakshage b: T Wightman������������ 0
Rhett Hume c&b: M Clark ������������������������� 0
Extras (4lb) ����������������������������������������������������� 4
Total 10 / 179 (60.3 Overs)
Bowling: J Trease 18-2-43-3, R Clark 5-2-
10-0, M Clark  8.3-4-17-3, T Wightman 
15-4-52-2, J Checkley 4-1-19-0,  
J Hoy 10-2-34-2
Nerrena – 2nd INNINGS
Hayden Funnell b: J Williams �����������������23
Loc Roberts lbw: PG Rajapakshage ������� 5
Josh Checkley c: R Abeysinghe  
b: R Hume ������������������������������������������������������� 2
Kade Berryman c: DLMP Gallage  
b: PG Rajapakshage ����������������������������������16
Mitchell Clark not out ����������������������������24*
Jarrod Hoy b: E Smith ��������������������������������� 5
Timothy Wightman not out ������������������� 0*
Extras (4w, 1b) ����������������������������������������������� 5
Total 5 / 80 (29.2 Overs)
Bowling: PG Rajapakshage 8-2-21-2,  
R Hume 5-0-16-1 (1w), J Hume 4-1-10-0 
(2w), J Williams 5-2-11-1 (1w),  
R Abeysinghe 3-0-12-0, E Smith 4.2-
1-9-1

Imperials d. 5/302 d  
Korumburra 188
Korumburra – 1st INNINGS
Jason Richards c: DW Arachchige  
b: L Wright ������������������������������������������������������ 2
Zachary Barrett c: D Ginnane  
b: L Wright ������������������������������������������������������ 6

Jye Celebrine c: L Anderson  
b: J Ginnane ��������������������������������������������������� 6
Rumesh Rangana c: T Sauvarin  
b: L Wright ����������������������������������������������������83
Harry McNeil b: L Wright���������������������������  6
Hemal Ratnayake b: L Wright ����������������67
Steven Hamill b: L Wright ������������������������� 1
Tom Jenkin b: L Wright ������������������������������ 0
Levi Gooch c: ? b: L Anderson�����������������  3
Scott Head b: L Wright ������������������������������� 0
Daniel Whelan not out ���������������������������� 0*
Extras (9w, 2nb, 3lb) ����������������������������������14
Total 10 / 188 (70.5 Overs)
Bowling: L Wright 24.5-5-99-8,  
L Anderson 13-7-13-1 (1w, 2nb),  
J Ginnane  14-5-20-1 (6w), T Sauvarin 
7-2-14-0 (1w), N Eddy 8-2-21-0 (1w),  
D Ginnane 4-0-18-0

Phillip  Island 6/207  
d Club 197
Phillip Island – 1st INNINGS
Thomas Niven  
run out: J Andrighetto �����������������������������11
Heath Womersley c: E Dempsey  
b: R Thomas �������������������������������������������������11
Daniel Mock c: M Thomas  
b: J Sheerin ���������������������������������������������������30
Shiran Rathnayake not out ��������������� 102*
Thomas Blackwell c: R Birkett  
b: J Sheerin ����������������������������������������������������� 0
Kohen Beaumont c: R Thomas  
b: J Brann ������������������������������������������������������19
Max Royal lbw: J Brann ������������������������������ 0
Private player not out ����������������������������24*
Extras (2w, 3nb, 2lb, 3b) ��������������������������10
Total 6 / 207 (70.4 Overs)
Bowling: J Brann 13-2-44-2 (1w, 1nb),  
F West 6-4-4-0, R Thomas 7-2-15-1 
(2nb), M McCall 14.4-1-49-0, J Sheerin 
23-3-66-2 (1w), M Thomas 7-0-24-0

Inverloch v OMK
No results supplied.

A Grade DIVISION 1

Nerrena 5/299 d MDU 233
MDU – 1st INNINGS
Matt Olden b: Z Trease ������������������������������� 5
Mitch McGrath b: S Checkley ����������������20
Joel Sinclair c: R Checkley b: Z Trease ��� 0
Paul Le Page lbw: S Checkley ����������������17
Steve Arnup b: S Checkley ����������������������� 3
Mitchell Hoober not out �����������������������76*
Matt Martin b: T Harris �����������������������������23
Troy Sinclair c: J Renden  
b: R Checkley �����������������������������������������������44
Sam Bright run out: J Renden ����������������� 2
Mark Cantwell c: J Renden b: Z Trease �7
Zak Bright lbw: Z Trease ���������������������������� 0
Extras (20w, 4nb, 2lb, 10b) ����������������������36
Total 10 / 233 (65.2 Overs)
Bowling: W Croatto 16-2-60-0 (7w, 
1nb), Z Trease 20.2-7-54-4 (3w),  
S Checkley 8-1-22-3 (1w), M Croatto 
5-0-26-0 (4w), R Checkley 4-0-12-1,  
T Harris 7-0-32-1 (2w, 3nb), P Johnston 
5-0-15-0 (3w)

Nyora d. 9/181 d  
Foster 71 & 0/40
Nyora – 1st INNINGS
Henry Dolphin b: B Coates ����������������������� 6
Daniel Esler lbw: J Gay �����������������������������10
Gavin Hackett c: J Toner b: B Coates ����� 5
Jake Hackett c: J Staley b: J Gay��������������  0
Jake Henry c: J Staley b: J Weston ���������� 2
Bailey Esler c: M Jones b: M Allott ��������51
Aaron Kaddatz b: J Gay ���������������������������16
Aaron Thompson c: B East  
b: H Griggs ���������������������������������������������������25
Aidan Simmons c: J Staley b: B East ����37
Lochie Row not out ���������������������������������14*
Mitch Rowe not out����������������������������������  1*
Extras (4w, 5nb, 4lb, 1b) ��������������������������14
Total 9 / 181 (78 Overs)
Bowling: B Coates 15-6-18-2 (2w, 1nb), 
J Weston 20-6-56-1 (1w), J Gay 16-6-
31-3, H Griggs 14-6-26-1 (1nb), E Smith 
3-1-3-0, J Toner 3-0-7-0, B East 4-0-8-1 
(2nb), M Allott 3-0-27-1 (1w, 1nb)
Foster – 2nd INNINGS
Jack Gay not out ��������������������������������������21*
Josh Toner not out ����������������������������������14*
Extras (5lb)�����������������������������������������������������  5
Total 0 / 40 (15 Overs)
Bowling: A Kaddatz 7-1-15-0,  
A Simmons 5-1-12-0, H Dolphin  2-0-8-
0, A Thompson 1-1-0-0

Koon L/RSL 8/145 d  
Kilcunda-Bass 85 & 1/21
Koonwarra L/RSL – 1st INNINGS
Matt Cooke c: A Conron b: T Smith �����20
Callum Buckland c: A Conron  
b: T Smith �������������������������������������������������������� 0
Joshua Thomas c: ? b: R Duff �����������������10
Jason Kennedy c: ? b: J Baker ����������������44
Harry Scrimshaw c: ? b: B Rookes ��������16
Sam Sperling c: ? b: B Rookes ������������������ 3
Nathan Trotto c: ? b: B Rookes ����������������� 0
James Rushton not out������������������������� 37*
Nick Arnup c: ? b: T Stacey  ���������������������10
Extras (5w) ������������������������������������������������������ 5
Total 8 / 145 (46.4 Overs)
Bowling: T Smith 13-3-43-2, R Duff  10-
3-24-1, B Rookes 11-2-35-3 (1w), 
 J Tregear  4-0-11-0, J Baker 5-0-20-1 
(1w), T Stacey 3.4-0-12-1 (3w)
Kilcunda-Bass – 2nd INNINGS
Aaron Conron  c: J Rushton  
b: J Thomas����������������������������������������������������  2
Todd Smith not out ���������������������������������11*
Daniel Ferguson not out ������������������������� 6*
Extras (1w, 1b) ����������������������������������������������� 2
Total 1 / 21 (22 Overs)
Bowling: J Thomas 3-2-2-1, S Sperling 
8-6-3-0, J Kennedy 3-1-3-0, C Buckland 
3-0-8-0 (1w), N Arnup 1-1-0-0, N Trotto 
4-1-4-0

Glen Alvie 7/134 d Club 132 
Glen Alvie – 1st INNINGS
Matthew Donohue c: J Hull  
b: J Williamson ���������������������������������������������� 0
Scott Peatling  b: J Hull ����������������������������36
Steven Smith b: J Williamson������������������  0
Nathan Findlay c: H West  
b: J Williamson����������������������������������������������  0
Dean Williams run out: J Burns ��������������� 7
Matthew Dakin c: H West  
b: L McGuirk ��������������������������������������������������� 0
Stephen Kennedy not out ��������������������58*
Ben McRae c: L McGuirk b: H Dobbie ��� 1
Ryan Sinclair not out ������������������������������17*
Extras (5nb, 2lb, 8b) ����������������������������������15
Total 7 / 134 (76.3 Overs)
Bowling: J Williamson 19.3-10-23-3,  
L McGuirk 16-4-21-1 (1nb), H Dobbie 
14-10-19-1, L McLean 3-2-2-0,  
S Beaumont 9-5-13-0, L McRae 3-0-11-0 
(2nb), J Hull 9-2-26-1 (1nb), J Burns 
3-1-9-0 (1nb)

A Grade DIVISION 2

  |  SPORTCRICKET

A Grade, Division 2

LAST placed Nerrena held on to 
a triumphant win over MDU on 
Saturday.

MDU’s batsman Mitchell Hoo-
ber gave it his all to keep the away 
side in the match, resulting in a 
76-run haul.

Hoober was not out at the end of 
the innings.

Troy Sinclair also performed 
well, adding 44 runs to the score-
board. 

Sinclair was caught by Joel Ren-
den at 8/212.

However, Nerrena bowler Zack 
Trease was eager to record the 
win, taking 4/54.

Scott Checkley also claimed 
three wickets.

In the end, MDU fell short of its 
target of 5/299, finishing off its in-
nings with 10/233.

Nyora trounce Foster
NYORA stood its ground and 

declared victory over Foster on 
Saturday.

Coming off bowler Aaron Kad-
datz’s star performance – claim-
ing 8/15 – Nyora opened its ac-
count on the first day of the 
two-day match and passed Fos-
ter’s meagre total of 10/71 after 
48 overs.  

Nyora finished the day on 7/90 
with Bailey Esler and Aidan Sim-
mons still at the wicket and came 
into Saturday hungry for an out-
right win.

Esler top scored with 51 runs 
before a catch by Mitchell Jones 
saw him sidelined.

Simmons also had a good run 
to accumulate 37 runs.

Jack Gay was Foster’s top bowl-
er, taking 3/31. 

Brad Coates was also a multiple 
wicket taker.

Nyora finished off its innings 
with 9/181.

Foster was sent into bat for a 
second innings, as Nyora eyed off 
that outright win.

Opening batsmen Gay and Josh 
Toner made 21 and 14 runs re-
spectively off the remaining 15 
overs and were not out at the end 
of the day.

Cougars secure the win 
WITH Kilcunda-Bass producing a 

small tally of 10/85, Koonwarra L/
RSL pounced on a win this Satur-
day.

Opening the batting for the Cou-
gars, Matt Cooke started strong 
with 20 runs.

Jason Kennedy entered at 2/20 
and batted well in a partnership 
with Cooke, hitting 44 runs.

Captain James Rushton was 37 
not out at the end of the innings.

Ben Rookes tried to keep Kilcun-
da-Bass competitive, taking 3/35.

Multiple wickets were also 
claimed by Todd Smith.

After 46.4 overs, Koonwarra L/
RSL declared with a total of 8/145 
and sent Kilcunda-Bass back into 
bat.

Aaron Conron was caught by 
Rushton after making two off 14 
balls.

Smith and Daniel Ferguson made 
11 and six respectively and were 
not out at stumps.

Kilcunda-Bass fended off an out-
right win with 1/21. 

Glen Alvie hold on to victory
GLEN Alvie proved it was up for 

Wonthaggi Club’s challenge and came 
away with a win on Saturday.

Playing at the Dalyston Recreation 
Reserve, Club finished its first innings 
with 10/132 – not enough to feel com-
fortable against third placed Glen Al-
vie.

Opening batsman Matthew Dono-
hue was caught for a duck, which 
rattled Glen Alvie early.

Scott Peatling also opened Glen Al-
vie’s batting and hit 36 runs, but the 
batting order was silenced by Club’s 
bowlers for most of the innings.

Captain Stephen Kennedy stepped 
up to the wicket to lead his team to 
victory, making 58 not out.

Ryan Sinclair added 17 runs to 
round out the innings.

Club bowler Jai Williamson caused 
Glen Alvie the most stress, taking 3/23 
– two ducks and one golden duck.

The rest of the wicket taking was 
shared between Luke McGuirk, 
Heath Dobbie and Jy Hull.

Glen Alvie managed to take the win 
with a final score of 7/134. 

Triumphant victory for Nerrena over MDU
Kilcunda-Bass bowler Jackson Baker snared a wicket in his five over spell. Z12_0524

Cougar’s captain Jimmy Rushton ensured his team took first innings 
points scoring an unbeaten 37. Z13_0524
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ON Sunday the Phillip Island 
T20 team travelled over to Le-
ongatha for the final’s day of the 
LDCA knockout T20 competi-
tion.

In the semi-final the Sharks 
easily beat Koonwarra, who won 
the toss and crawled to be all out 
in the last over for 66. The high-
light being Simon Kirton with 
incredible figures of 5/5 off four 
overs. The Sharks top order 
easily chased down the total in 
the 12th over, one wicket down. 
Lochie Cleeland 26 not out and 
Shiran Rathnayake 26 the major 
contributors.

This win saw the Sharks move 

into the final to take on the tal-
ented OMK side at Scorpion 
Park.

After winning the toss, the Is-
land boys batted first hoping to 
put some scoreboard pressure 
with a big total. Lochie and Shi-
ran got the innings underway, 
with both batters putting the 
pressure on the bowling side 
early with some sharp running 
and boundary hitting. Lochie 
was dismissed in the sixth over 
for 21 with the score on 45. 

This brought to the crease 
Daniel Mock who continued to 
keep the score moving along, as 
he found the boundaries. Just 

as the Sharks were looking to up 
the ante, Shiran was out caught 
and bowled for a well-made 31. 

The Sharks now 2/79 in the 
10th over. two more wickets for 
no runs saw the Sharks scram-
bling to get the pads on as they 
fell to 4 for 79. Tom Niven joined 
Mock at the crease as the pair 
looked to resurrect the innings 
through good running and clever 
placement. 

The partnership lasted until 
the 18th over with the score on 
124 when Mock was dismissed 
for 41. Niven was dismissed late 
for a mature 21 and the Sharks 
finished on 7 for 133, a little 

short of what they would like 
but a tricky chase ensued for the 
Diggers.

Heath Womersley opened with 
his swing bowling and looked 
ominous early. Bowling without 
luck in the early overs the Dig-
gers looked to be progressing 
nicely before a great catch from 
Zac Brown who was parked un-
der a skied ball off the bowling 
of league legend Charith, as they 
removed the dangerous Ethan 
Lamers for 20. 

Some more sharp fielding 
from Shiran saw a run out and 
the second wicket lost for the 
over. With score now on 2 for 38 

off six overs, the game was very 
much in the balance.

Some tight bowling from Tom 
Niven and Charith kept the run 
rate manageable but a plucky 
partnership was starting to turn 
the game in the Diggers favour. 
Tom eventually bowling the hard 
hitting Riaz and adding another 
twist to the match, with the Dig-
gers now 3 for 78. 

Another little partnership 
formed before Kirton was in-
troduced with immediate effect 
removing the opposing skipper 
Brann for 40 with the score now 
107 with three overs left. 

Continued page 47

Island sharks defeat OMK in an all-time classic final
Phillip Island Sharks w0n the Sunday T20 match against the Diggers. Left to right back row – Simon Kirton, Zac Brown, Kurt Lane, Tom Niven, Kohen Beaumont 

and Tim Niven. Left to Right front – Lachlan Cleeland, Shiran Rathnayake, Daniel Mock, Heath Womersley and Charith Keerithsinghe. Z31_0524
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