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A HUGE part of the heart of Wont-
haggi over the past 100 years has been 
its Union Theatre, now the Wonthaggi 
Union Community Arts Centre.

Having established a town here in 
1910, to supply coal for the Victorian 
Railways, the Wonthaggi Miners Union 
members were so desperate to have a 
place for their dancing, socialising, en-
tertainment, including band nights and 
boxing matches, and their own union 
meetings that they agreed to have mon-
ey garnered from their meagre wages in 
1914 to start a building fund.

But war and a world-wide flu epi-
demic delayed its building for 10 years, 
ultimately opening early in 1925 with 
the first event being a Social Evening 
for the Distressed rather than a soirée 
for the toffs. It set the pattern and the 
whole community embraced the Union 
Theatre as its own.

The Union Theatre was the centre of 
everything including fundraising for the 
1300 families whose men had downed 
tools in March 1934 during a harrow-
ing, five-month strike for pay and con-
ditions. It served the district well for 55 
years until it fell into disrepair in the 
1970s and burned down in allegedly 
suspicious circumstances in 1980.

The Wonthaggi Borough Council, with 
legendary Mayor Cr Jack Clancy at the 
helm, lobbied the State Government 
for funding to rebuild. The new theatre 
opened to suitable fanfare in November 
1982 and the rest, as they say, is a his-
tory of award-winning musical theatre, 
rousing band nights, blockbuster films 
and visiting entertainment that has en-
riched the lives of everyone in the Bass 
Coast Shire.

So, 100 years of the Union Theatre is 
an event worth celebrating and they in-
tend to do just that with a year of events 
starting with a remastered version of 
the film ‘Strikebound’ next Saturday, 
February 15 with appearances by every-
one from John Waters, Anh Do, Bjorn 
Again, Mark Seymour and the Mel-
bourne International Comedy Festival 
to follow. 

Bass Coast Mayor Cr Rochelle Hal-
stead is encouraging everyone to find 
out ‘What’s on at the Union’ and to join 
in celebrating the arts in Wonthaggi and 
the enduring history of the theatre.

“This milestone is an opportunity to 
not only look back at the incredible his-
tory of the Wonthaggi Union but also to 
embrace its future,” said Cr Rochelle 
Halstead.

“It’s a celebration of the people who 
have kept this venue alive and thriving 
across generations.”

To find out more about what’s on, go 
to the cultural events page of the Bass 
Coast Shire Council’s website at https://
www.basscoastculturalvenues.com/

IT’S ON AT THE 
UNION THEATRE
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This year the Wonthaggi Union Community Arts Centre will be named The Union Theatre to
celebrate the centenary of the original building on this site.

The history of the Wonthaggi Union Community Arts Centre is inextricably linked with the
history and development of the Wonthaggi town and community.

The Union Theatre, opened in 1925 by the Miners Union, stands as a remarkable testament
to the spirit of this town. Over the years, it has been more than just a building— it has
been a stage for theatre, a hall for music, a forum for debates, a meeting ground not just
for workers but the entire community and even a ring for boxing matches!

This year, we have the privilege of paying tribute to that history. Together, we’ll celebrate
the countless artists, events and milestones that have filled this space with life and
meaning.

Come and enjoy the beautiful Union Theatre in Wonthaggi as it celebrates 100 years
bringing a range of local and national artists and events throughout the year.

Check out the program on our website, social media or at our venues and customer service
desks.

T H E U N I O N T H E A T R E , W O N T H A G G I
9 6 G R A H A M S T R E E T
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66-68 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi
P: 5672 1867  |  www.clancyprinting.com.au

E: service@basscoastprinting.com.au

Jack Clancy, then Mayor of 
Wonthaggi, played an integral 

role in the rebuilding of 
The Wonthaggi Union Theatre

Brian and the team at Clancy’s Printing
Service are proud of our long standing

association with the Union Theatre

CONGRATULATIONS ON 
CELEBRATING 100 YEARS
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169 Graham Street, Wonthaggi 
Phone: 03 5672 1034
Hours: Mon-Fri 8.30am-6.30pm 
Sat 8.30am-1.30pm Sun 9.00am-1.00pm169 Graham Street WONTHAGGI Phone 5672 1034

www.minersdispensary.com.au e: pharmacy@minersdispensary

Miners’ Dispensary

New Service...

Diabetes Educator

Opening hours: Monday to Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm

Saturday and public holidays 9am to 1pm

FREE
screening during

Diabetes Week

July 13-20 by our

experienced

pharmacists.

Alternatively,

make an

appointment

with Annette,

our diabetes

educator Mondays

to Thursdays.

Book via phone 5672 1034

or email pharmacy@minersdispensary.com.au

Services include: Vaccinations, Dose Administration Aids, Medication Reviews,  
Pharmacotherapy, NDSS, Diabetes Educator, CPAP and Home Sleep Studies

Supporting Wonthaggi since 1922

As a proud part of Wonthaggi for over 100 years ourselves, Miners 
Dispensary knows how special it is to celebrate such a remarkable 

achievement.  Thank you for being a cornerstone of our  
town’s history and a source of joy for generations.

to the Wonthaggi Union Theatre 
on reaching the incredible milestone of 100 years! 

The legacy of Wonthaggi
IT’S the heart of Wonthaggi, 

and for many April 10, 1980 
was a night when memories 
flashed before their eyes, of first 
dates and union meetings, mat-
inees, Tullio Moresco’s torch, 
CFA masquerade balls, operas 
and everything in between. It 
was a night tears flowed.

The original building was 
gone, destroyed by fire. 

But where did it all start 
and how did one venue come 
to mean so much to so many 
people? 

It all dates back to our min-
ers. 

Wonthaggi miners union 
members agreed to a 1/- a 
fortnight levy to build a union 
hall in 1914, however these 
plans were placed on hold for 
10 years when WWI broke out 
and the influenza pandemic 
brought the world to a stand-
still. Fast forward eight years 
and a special union meeting 
voted to transfer £400 to the 
building fund and increased its 
credit to £1631.

In June 1924 construction 
started on the £8000 hall and 
was expected to take six months 
– by December it was complete.

The main hall accommodated 
850 people, albeit significantly 
more could fit when authorities 
were not around. 

There was a supper room 
below the stage and smaller 
rooms served as men’s and 
women’s cloak rooms, a com-
mittee room and union office. 

Because of a strike the offi-
cial opening was replaced with 
a mixed social evening of sing-
ing and dancing hosted by the 
Union Band Committee. As Joe 
and Lyn Chambers note in “It’s 
On At The Union” it was perhaps 
fitting ‘that the very first events 
should have been the Social Eve-
nings for the Distressed rather 
than an “official opening”.’

The first large formal occa-
sion was the grand masked ball 
to raise money for the Queen of 
Scots in the Fire Brigade queen 
carnival.

On June 6 the films rolled in 
and there was no looking back. 

The Union Band, now known 
as the Wonthaggi Citizen’s 
Band, were an integral part of 
the theatre. As well as perfor-
mances inside, the Band could 
often be found outside the the-
atre playing before shows start-
ed, particularly on Saturday 
nights. As published in mul-
tiple  sources, for this service 
the bandsmen would receive 
free passes to the show. 

Many townsfolk can recall 
memories of attending the fa-
mous matinees as a child, more 
often than not unaccompanied 
with only a fireman keeping 
watch over the crowd. However, 
if things got too out of hand Tul-
lio Moresco would come over 
and a clip over the ear with his 
torch was in order.

Shorts or cartoons would be 
shown first before the main fea-
ture. 

There are also many mem-
ories of jaffas rolling down 
aisles, and one story involving 
Claude and his guinea pigs, 
which you can read in “It’s On 
At The Union” by Joe and Lyn 
Chambers, available at the 
Wonthaggi and District Histori-
cal Society.

The Strikes of ’34 saw three 
thousand people pack into The 
Union and Plaza theatres as all 
shops and hotels closed in sup-
port of the miners, who stopped 
work on March 6, 1934.

A facelift for the theatre in 
1939/40 saw a fresh façade and 
extension at the front of the 
second storey.

After the devastating fire, the 

new arts centre kicked off with 
a celebration of singing and 
dancing all wrapped up in a 
spectacular show.

From the Prime Minister’s vis-
it, and film premiere to Rotary 
awards, dance concerts, theatri-
cal performances, major school 
productions, annual band con-
certs, cinema movies, meetings 
and a raft of other events, The 
Union has adapted to the chang-
ing entertainment landscape, 
though always kept its doors 
open to the people of Wonthaggi.

There are hundreds of thou-
sands of stories that make up 
The Union, and tell of its legacy 
as a place for gathering, story-
telling, and cultural expression; 

the heart of Wonthaggi’s cultur-
al identity. 

So as we take a journey in cel-
ebration of 100 years of “It’s On 
At The Union” and the theatre 
steps back in time, we want to 
hear your stories. 

What are your favourite mem-
ories of The Union? What did 
you overhear in the audience? 
What happened backstage? Did 
you meet your spouse on the 
steps or perhaps received your 
first kiss side stage? Did you 
attend a miners meeting with 
your dad? 

What lasting legacy has The 
Union had on you?

There’s a piece of The Union 
in all of us. What’s your story?

Wonthaggi Miners at 1958 May Day March.

From strikes to fundraisers at The Union
SINCE opening in 1925, the 

Wonthaggi Miners’ Union The-
atre has been at the heart of the 
town’s cultural and social signifi-
cance.

During the 1934-35 mining 
strike, the theatre played a cru-
cial role in organising protests 
and rallying community support. 
It also hosted political speeches 
and discussions focused on 
workers’ rights, making it a hub 
for activism as well as entertain-
ment.

Women played a pivotal role in 
shaping the theatre’s history. In 
the 1930s, local women formed 
the Miners’ Women’s Auxiliary 
to support not only the miners 

but also their families, who were 
struggling through strikes and 
economic hardship. 

The group used the theatre for 
fundraisers, social gatherings, 
and charity events, strengthen-
ing both the union movement 
and the community.

Their efforts helped ensure the 
theatre remained a place of con-
nection and support, especially 
in tough times.

During the 1934-35 strike, affili-
ated unions donated money to the 
Wonthaggi Miners’ Union to be dis-
tributed among the strikers, a life-
line known as strike pay.

However, distributing 
strike money was illegal, and 

Commonwealth police arrived in 
Wonthaggi to track it down.

In an act of defiance, one 
Women’s Auxiliary member in-
vited the officers into her home 
as they searched for the funds. 
Unbeknownst to them, they were 
sitting on the very money they 
were looking for, sewn securely 
into the couch cushions.

“The Union theatre combines 
the community. People came 
from the whole of Wonthaggi, as 
it is now. I see it as the uniting 
social centre of the community,” 
said Irene Williams, Secretary of 
the Wonthaggi and District His-
torical Society, and herself, the 
daughter of a miner.

An early photo of The Union theatre.
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Congratulations 
to the Wonthaggi Union Theatre

on celebrating 100 years
Formerly known as the Wonthaggi Theatre (1912), 

Soldiers Theatre and Plaza Theatre (1920)
Our heritage arcade boosts great retail, hospitality and services:

• Illa May Clothing
• Wonthaggi Mensland
• In2 Technology
•  Wonthaggi Gifts and 

Accessories, Smoke
• The Muffi  n Lady

140 GRAHAM STREET, WONTHAGGI H
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• Wanderlast Chefs
• B.B Hair Artistry
• KBK Accounting
• Dahlsens Wonthaggi (offi  ce)
• Beveridge Williams

That’s theatre folks
THEATRICAL performances 

have long been the lifeblood in-
terwoven with The Union. 

The Leek Club Concert of Eas-
ter 1934 included all the musical 
and dancing talent of the town. 
A string band, a Melbourne co-
median, and the Union Band all 
took to the stage, and for many 
the very first performance of 
the song, “There’s a Part of My 
Heart in Wonthaggi”. 

Composed by Jack O’Hagen 
‘the Union Band played the 
tune and one of the bandsmen, 
Jack Connelly sang the words.’ 
As highlighted by Joe and Lyn 
Chambers in “It’s on at The 
Union: ‘At one stage he was 
prompted from the wings by his 
fourteen-year-old daughter and 
finally Bill Philpott, the conduc-
tor, brought her on stage, and 
father and daughter sang the 
last chorus together.’

Operatic voices filled the raf-
ters, each seat filled, in the 
thirties with performances of A 
Country Girl and The Runaway 
Girl by Wonthaggi Musical and 
Operatic Society.

If only the walls could talk, 
they would tell millions of sto-
ries, the lines spoken, the lines 
missed, and the memories that 
stay with each theatregoer. 

‘For many holiday-makers at 
Cape Paterson and Inverloch, 
the highlight of their stay was a 
visit to the Union Theatre to see 
one of the Theatrical Group’s 
Pantomimes. These uproarious 
performances, full of local situ-
ation and allusion… will live 
long in the memories of the chil-
dren of all ages who were lucky 

enough to be at the “Union” on 
those summer nights’.

Glen Turner, a long-time per-
former with the Wonthaggi The-
atrical Group; once awarded 
“the person who makes up 
more lines than anybody else” 
recounts over 30 years of the-
atre fondly including the be-
loved ‘Gilbert and Sullivan’ 
shows among many at the Won-
thaggi Union Arts Centre. 

“Wonthaggi (Theatrical 
Group) started me in (theatre),” 
Glen explained.

“It was David Sims and Gwen 
Derrick. Gwen in particular, who 
was a fabulous mentor to a lot of 
people in the theatre – she was 
extraordinary.

“People don’t realise theatre is 
all about the camaraderie, be-
cause you’ve got to rely so much 
on people when you get on stage. 
The friendships you make you 
have forever.”

Performing on stage is a world 
unto itself.

“It’s more than the music, peo-
ple coming up to you and saying 
they saw that show – it’s lovely, 
it’s very home base.

“Gwen was really important 
in starting me into a life (of the-
atre).”

When asked in what ways he 
believed the arts centre has en-
riched the Bass Coast area; there 
was no hesitation in sharing the 
“extraordinary” impact the the-
atre has had. 

“We’ve had young people, and 
it’s not even so much that they 
stay with you, but doing theatre 
gives them an absolute pres-
ence and self-belief, where they 

can go out on stage and do these 
things. You watch people grow 
immensely. 

“The other part is where the 
young people are mentored by 
the older people in the shows. 
We’ve got all these people look-
ing after them and keeping an 
eye on them. That’s the fantastic 
part of theatre.”

And it wasn’t unknown that 
Glen’s nerves would get the bet-
ter of him.

“I used to throw up before ev-
ery performance,” Glen recalled.

“Mrs Derrick would say, make 
space and way for the toilet. 
Don’t block the door, because 

Glen will have to go to the toilet 
before he goes on stage.”

But it would all change the mo-
ment the lights were on. 

“For years I was thoroughly 
scared. But when I got on stage, 
it was just natural to me and I 
had a great time.”

One of the biggest changes 
Glen has noticed over the years 
is the professionalism. 

“In the early days we had 
prompts sitting behind the cur-
tain, yelling at people across 
stage… It’s all changed. The set 
building is just extraordinary.

“I’ll never forget I walked 
(on stage) with a dear mate, 

Graham, and I gave the line to 
him, and he just looked at me 
and gave me the line back, I’d 
given him his line and then he 
started giving me my lines. We 
upset David Sims that night…”

As for the special stories be-
hind the walls. 

“Graham Burke and I would 
upset each other on stage, no 
one would know, but we knew 
what we were doing… You get 
that (in theatre) when you have 
complete trust in someone.

“People look after each other 
on stage. You don’t let anyone 
hang out to dry. That’s the won-
derful thing.”

See How They Run starring Jeff Davey, Malcolm Scott and Lynn Counsel by Wonthaggi Theatrical Group. Photo: Wonthaggi & District Historical Society.

The Cast of A Country Girl presented by St George’s Musical Society on July 23 and 24, 1935.
Photo: Wonthaggi & District Historical Society.
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Congratulations to The Union Theatre in Wonthaggi for 
entertaining Bass Coast and South Gippsland for 100 years!

Wonthaggi Hospital, 5671 3333
Phillip Island Health Hub, 5951 2100 
basscoasthealth.org.au

We’re proud to have been 
alongside you, looking after 
our community since 1910. 
Here’s to another 100 years     

together! 

1910 2025

IN HIS own inimitable style, the 
late, great Wonthaggi newspaper 
man Tom Gannon slammed the 
first production to hit the stage at 
the new Wonthaggi Union Com-
munity Arts Centre on Saturday, 
November 13, 1982.

His criticism centred mainly on 
the notable people and events that 
he thought should have been in-
cluded in the historic cavalcade 
by the late Ken Harper, who re-
searched, wrote and directed ‘The 
Wonthaggi Celebration’ especially 
for the opening of the new theatre.

Ironically, if all of the events 
Tom wanted depicted, including 
the time a pig in Korumburra co-
lours was released at a football 
grand final won by Wonthaggi, 
were in the show it would still be 
running.

He also complained that the 
musical director, Kirk Skinner, 
“mutilated” his hometown song, 
‘There’s a part of my heart in 
Wonthaggi’ in the overture.

But, in the end, Tom expressed 
his gratitude, as a 57-year resi-
dent of the town, on behalf of the 

whole community.
“We are indebted to the 104 

locals and district people in the 
presentation.”

The fact is that despite its dif-
ficult birth, the run of the Won-
thaggi Celebration was sold out 
across 10 performances, includ-
ing on the official opening night 
for the theatre.

Former centre manager (1982-
2013) Jenny Churchill, a com-
mittee member of the Wonthaggi 
Theatrical Group which put on 
the show, and a lead performer 
on the night has vivid recollec-
tions of the turmoil involved but 
ultimately very fond memories of 
the production.

“After the old theatre burnt 
down, we kept the group going 
with regular music hall produc-
tions, but we felt it was impor-
tant for the Wonthaggi Theatrical 
Group to be the first back on the 
new stage,” said Jenny.

The idea of an original musi-
cal based on the history of Won-
thaggi was hatched, with emerg-
ing Melbourne writer and actor 

Ken Harper commissioned to 
research, write and direct the 
production, still a work in prog-
ress right up until the day it pre-
miered.

“At the final dress rehearsal, the 
night before we were due to open, 
they called off a full run of the 
show at 1 o’clock in the morning, 
only three quarters of the way 
through and announced they’d be 
pulling 10 scenes from the show 
so it could finish at a reasonable 
hour.

“When we all left the theatre 
exhausted that night, we didn’t 
know what would happen the 
next day.

“One of the scenes they wanted 
to pull was the ‘Petition Scene’, 
commemorating the petition to 
State Parliament calling for local 
government in the area, which 
led to the formation of the Bor-
ough of Wonthaggi. If they hadn’t 
run that scene, there wouldn’t 
have been time to get ready for 
the Dalyston Show scene with its 
public holiday and special train.”

On opening night, those 

continuity issues led to a break-
down in performance with the 
actors unsure who was to go on 
next, leading to (if you can believe 
it) a 15-minute hiatus until some-
one took it upon themselves to go 
on stage and restart the show… 
take a bow that person!

But there were many great mo-
ments too like the tribute to the 
13 who were killed in the 20 
Shaft Explosion at Wonthaggi in 
1937, featuring the placement of 
13 vacant chairs on stage as each 
of the victims’ names were read 
out.

“You could hear sobbing in the 
audience and the brother of one 
of the dead men called out after 
his brother was named,” said Ms 
Churchill.

“The Gunny Sack Parade, 
which commemorates the hard-
ship of the five-month coal min-
ers’ strike in 1934, when families 
lined up for a food handout, and 
‘Farewell to the Powlett’ sung by 
Paddy Lannigan and others were 
other notable scenes.

“In the end, we all got together 

to sing ‘There’s a part of my heart 
in Wonthaggi’ and the whole audi-
ence joined in.

“A few years ago, I tried to get 
people together to put on a ver-
sion of the Celebration again, but 
it didn’t happen, which was prob-
ably fair enough. It was a moment 
in time and a fitting production 
for the opening.”

Puppeteer, playwright, theatre 
worker and dedicated teacher, 
Kenneth Gordon Harper died 
in Melbourne on December 9 
last year, but he will be forever 
remembered for the ambitious, 
premiere production at the Union 
Arts Centre in 1982.

A number of the people who 
were involved in the Wonthaggi 
Celebration went on to appear 
in the Richard Lowenstein film, 
Strikebound, about the 1937 
strike at the Sunbeam Colliery in 
Korumburra, which was partly 
filmed in Wonthaggi.

The successful venture also set 
the Wonthaggi Theatrical Group 
on its way to more than 40 years 
of award-winning productions.

An auspicious ‘celebration’ for the new theatre
In this grainy colour photo from the production of The Wonthaggi Celebration by Ken Harper, local identity and stage 

regular David Sims, joins with more than 100 performers to put on the show which opened the new theatre in 1982.

The official program for the opening of the 
new Wonthaggi theatre by Victorian Arts 
Minister Race Matthews detailing not only 
the dates for The Wonthaggi Celebration 
but also performances by the Melbourne 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Chris Miles ballet 
and a program of films from the Sydney 
Film Festival.

KEEP YOU EYES PEELED THROUGHOUT 
THE UNION 100 YEAR CELEBRATIONS FOR YOUR 

CHANCE TO WIN TICKETS AND GIVEAWAYS.
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Congratulations to the Wonthaggi Union 
Theatre on entering the century club!

2 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi | Bookings 5605 0108

The Wonthaggi 
Hotel are proud 

to have been 
serving the 
community 
since 1915
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Capturing Wonthaggi’s History

Foons Photographics congratulates the 
Wonthaggi Union Theatre on celebrating 100 years. 

We are proud of our long association with ‘The Union Theatre’

72 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi  |  Ph: 5672 1411

HOME to debates, union meet-
ings, cultural events and even 
boxing matches, the art-deco 
Roxy-inspired Union Theatre 
succumbed to a ferocious fire on 
April 10, 1980. 

As reported in The Sentinel at 
the time, ‘For its final show at 
midnight last Thursday, Wont-
haggi’s sole cinema drew a huge 
crowd.’

And that it did, as residents 
watched in horror as the town’s 
last link with the mines burnt to 
the ground, with firefighters mi-
raculously saving nearby build-
ings and containing the fire to the 
one site.

‘The alarm was given by Trevor 
Sharples, 17, from his home 200 
metres east of the theatre. He had 
been garfishing.

‘The stage section of the 56-year-
old double-storey building was 
first alight.

‘The blaze illuminated the main 
street and embarrassed middle-
aged women onlookers, unaccus-
tomed to being seen in dressing 
gowns by other than their hus-
bands. For modesty, they stood 
together in groups.’

Ash was carried 200 metres 
with firefighters attending from 
Wonthaggi, Inverloch, Kilcunda 
and Dalyston, and swiftly moving 
to ‘safety when the collapse of the 
50-ft rear section was apparent.’

Shielding their faces with their 
coat collars and turning side on, 
hosing each other down and even 
using sheets of cold galvanized iron 
as shields, firefighters were faced 
with intense heat from the blaze. 

“It was a good save of the adjoin-
ing buildings,” former Wonthaggi 
Lieutenant and life member Rod 
McLean recalls.

“We had to keep the gas bottles 
that were attached cool.

“We drained the reservoir at 
Tank Hill; we used that much wa-
ter. It was intense. The water was 
vaporising before it even hit the 
fire.”

As stories go, the State Rivers 
and Water Supply’s Wonthaggi 
turncock Ian Chambers “won-
dered what had happened” when 
he checked the 2m. gallon supply 
basin near his home, the morn-
ing after the fire. Gravity-fed, he 
travelled all around town to find 
the source of the water leak only 
to discover 250,000 gallons had 
been used fighting The Union fire.

Although the exterior was brick, 
the heavily wooden interior re-
sulted in the fire going up “really 
well,” according to locals.

As Joe and Lyn Chambers note 
in ‘It’s On At The Union’, ‘Loss 
of the theatre was a tremendous 
shock for many Wonthaggi peo-
ple. Tears in the eyes of onlook-
ers that night were not all caused 
by the smoke. To many who stood 
and watched, the blaze must 
have brought memory-flashes of 
films, concerts, dances, meet-
ings, hopes, triumphs, regrets 
and rejoicings, each with its own 
sequence of memories that mir-
rored a lifetime.’

Arson was ruled out; however, 
Cr Jack Clancy, the Mayor at the 
time, confirmed there had been 
frequent unauthorised entry af-
ter a nearby resident noted young 
people had used the back section 
in the weeks leading up to the fire.

Envoy Brian Davis of the Sal-
vation Army Wonthaggi treated 
firefighters still on the job to hot 
drinks and biscuits at 3 a.m., 
while a barrel of beer was later 
donated by owners of properties 
near The Union, including a size-
able contribution from John Pow-
zyk, who had the hot bread shop 
next door.

Wonthaggi Theatrical Group 
lost everything in the fire, includ-
ing their home, according to Mr 
Joe Chambers.

The townspeople of Wonthaggi 
would wait two and a half years 
for the new venue to be proudly 
built by local building firm, W. S. 
Purvis and Co (Wally Purvis).

The Last Show

Very few things survived The Union fire, but 
among the items that did include the metal 
parts of chairs and ashtrays. C04_0625

An original surviving seat number plaque 
is amongst the relics at Wonthaggi & District 
Historical Society. The accompanying note: 
Came across this just before fire when removing 
2/3 seats out for wheelchairs. C03_0625

Photos: Wonthaggi & District Historical Society and The Sentinel-Times.
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*Excludes already discounted items

25% OFF*

ALL FOOTWEAR IN-STORE

Step out in style 
at The Union

WONTHAGGI
Established 1910

WONTHAGGI

We’ve proudly called the Union Theatre 
our very own stage for 56 years

Congratulations on 
celebrating 100 years!

Wonthaggi Theatrical Group | www.wtg.org.au

Save the dates for our 2025 productions:
The Addams Family, May 23 - June 8

Alfred Hitchcock’s ‘The 39 Steps’, July 4 - 12
Gutenberg! The Musical,  September 19 - 28
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“IT WAS pretty crazy,” Strike-
bound Director, Richard Lowen-
stein recalls of the premiere at the 
Wonthaggi Union Community Arts 
Centre on Saturday, September 3, 
1984.

For the 25-year-old graduate of 
Swinbourne School of Film and 
Television, it was his first feature-
length film.

“I remember Jana Wendt in-
terviewing me for 60 minutes or 
Channel 10, and I remember the 
big party outside as Prime Minis-
ter Bob Hawke arrived.

“It was all a bit exciting – the 
publicity people and the distribu-
tors had done an incredible job 
arranging it all – all the cast and 
crew, it was quite a weekend.”

The premiere of Strikebound at 
Wonthaggi was in complete con-
trast to that at the Cannes Film 
Festival. Though shown to a sold-
out audience, Richard remembers 
sleeping on the floor of a friend’s 
hotel room and placing his own 
posters on lamp poles around 
town. 

“It was a kind of big and small 
– it wasn’t really the type of film 
Australians were supporting at 
the time. Everyone wanted the 
big Australian legend – The Man 
From Snowy River type films. 

“(Strikebound) was a film about 
the left-wing/communist coal min-
ers in the 1930s, it was an exciting 
time, but I definitely felt like an in-
die filmmaker waving the flag (at 
Cannes). The films that had been 
pushed out of Australia were your 
Picnic at Hanging Rock, Breaker 
Morant – all great projects, but 
barely a political bone. But it had 
a great response, especially to the 
making and directing of the film.”

A string of film festivals followed 
around the world. 

The film’s production was quite 
something in its own right – stay-
ing around budget, Richard re-
calls it did go over schedule albeit 
only slightly. 

“It was an amazing collabora-
tive experience because we had a 
great group of actors and featured 
extras bonding together.

“I remember we stayed in The 
Pine Lodge in Inverloch, an incred-
ible old 1920s-era hotel that had 
been abandoned that we convinced 
them to put the film crew up in. 

“It was that sense of camaraderie 
between us and the townspeople, 

the Storti brothers who were help-
ing us build the mine, the town 
council, the Historical Society, who 
all pitched in to help us. Digging 
the mine and building the little 
houses on top. I recall a sponsor-
ship deal from a petrol station, 
who gave us free fuel to pump the 
water out of the mines. There was 
very much a sense of community, 
not only within the filmmakers, 
cast and crew but townspeople. 
And my mum was a bit of a local 
hero back then – so there was a big 
feeling of connection.”

A mining accident during film-
ing didn’t deter the men and wom-
en from going back underground, 
even if it required a day away. 

“I remember it clearly clicked 
with the townspeople – they 
could tell almost immediately 
that there’d been a mine accident, 
as the ambulances raced out – a 
bush telegraph.”

According to Richard, the winch 
house operator walked away with-
out realising the carts were in use. 

“I was in one of the front carts 
and they just started going, we 
thought it was all fine, but then 
it got faster and faster and we all 
tumbled over.

“Everyone up on the ground saw 
the cables snake out into the air 
as the rail carts hit and they all 
thought we might be dead. We all 
survived a few broken collarbones 
and things.”

One crew member, a camera as-
sistant who was in the front cart 
and ‘flew through the air’ left the 
set.

“He survived, but we didn’t 
know if he was dead or alive for a 
while, he just went flying into the 
darkness. We didn’t bring down 
any stone, but we brought down 
the side pillars and everything on 
top of us. Luckily a lot of us fell be-
tween the tracks and that stopped 
all the big logs from squishing 
us. I remember lying there in the 
darkness and was alright but 
the main pain was those coming 
down to rescue us walking on top 
of us. I remember yelling out ‘I’m 
fine, just don’t walk on me’.”

The Storti’s can be credited with 
the show going on. 

“I remember the Storti’s say-
ing to us to just get back down 
the mine again. You don’t want to 
feel scared, just get down there 
and get over your fear. I think we 

took a day off and then went back 
down there in our slings and kept 
going.”

Supported throughout by his 
mum, Wendy.

“She was in the Communist 
Party when she was very young, in 
her early 20s and she was sent (to 
Wonthaggi). There was a big strike 
after the war and she was sent to 
help the women’s auxiliary; that’s 
when she met Agnes Doig. She 
helped with the striking miners, 
bringing food and all that, so she 
knew a lot of people and kept go-
ing back and meeting them.

“In the 70s she started collecting 
the stories before they were lost 
and that’s when she became an 
oral historian – she always had a 
soft spot (for Wonthaggi).

“I remember when I was at film 
school she would say, ‘You know 
what would make a good film, a 
story of the Wonthaggi coal miner 
strike.”

Opting to go back to a strike 
during the Great Depression, 
Richard utilised his mother’s re-
cordings, listening to the stories, 
recorded in the town’s own voices. 

Transcripts in hand, Rich-
ard then went about cutting and 

pasting the work into a story.
“I was new to writing, and here 

it was all spelled out in these peo-
ple’s words.

“The Australian Film Commis-
sion were very supportive in the 
script writing stage – they saw the 
content and said this is fantas-
tic, this could be great, and then 
there was Film Victoria who were 
also incredibly supportive. These 
were real stories, politics and real 
stories of hardship and working 
class – it was very rare in Aus-
tralian cinema, so everyone was 
jumping on it and we were getting 
immediate enthusiasm.”

Typing up a script before Rich-
ard knew they had a film up.

“If you don’t know something’s 
impossible, you don’t worry about 
it, you just keep moving forward.

“I remember driving to the 
mine with $1 million to make the 
film, and it was just a green pad-
dock, and one of the Storti broth-
ers said, ‘There’s a mine down 
there’. I don’t know if an indepen-
dent filmmaker would be able to 
achieve that right now, but I didn’t 
know it was impossible, so I just 
kept bashing forwards.”

Today the site stands as the 

incredible State Coal Mine tour-
ism site.

As for the film’s authenticity.
“There was a historical police-

woman in the form of my mother 
(on set) stating – ‘that’s not how 
it happened… you can’t do that’, 
‘yes, I can’. We had a few sparring 
matches on the scene, but cinema 
isn’t documentary, it isn’t the exact 
truth. When I was developing the 
script, I was using three or four 
different strikes to take events 
out of. The best you can hope for 
is making a film that you believe 
is honest to the kind of pain and 
suffering and struggle people were 
going through back then. A story 
that has meaning.

“We were putting real dirt on 
people’s faces, not a little bit of 
makeup dust. It seemed revo-
lutionary at the time and made 
people sort of cringe. The clothes 
were not necessarily the best fit-
ting clothes, if you’re poor you 
don’t necessarily get a tailored 
coat, you might be getting some-
one’s hand-me-downs, so we tried 
to make sure we were getting a 
sense of authenticity of things, not 
necessarily historical facts.”

Working alongside fellow film 
school colleagues, Richard’s rela-
tionships with cinematographer 
Andrew de Groot and Lynn-Maree 
Milburn continues to this day, 
with all three venturing down for 
the 100-year celebrations this Sat-
urday.

“It was a tough ask for main-
stream audiences (at the time),” 
Richard explained.

“It’s a great story, but it doesn’t 
have the normal guns and plot of 
a film.

“There was a huge amount of 
Wonthaggi enthusiasm for the 
whole project and I just hope the 
town will remember (the film) 
– it’s not up there with the Mad 
Max’s in people’s consciousness.”

Strikebound 
reunites a community

Wendy Lowenstein in Wonthaggi in 1949. It would mark the start of a grand relationship between 
the Lowenstein family and Wonthaggi. Photos: Lowenstein Private Collection.

Outside The Union at the premiere of Strikebound.
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Our modern motel offers 
comfort and quality
 to families, groups 

and corporate guests.

62-64 Watt Street, 
Wonthaggi   
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75 Graham Street, Wonthaggi | 5672 1083 
enquiries@wonthaggiworkmens.com.au

~ Tapas Menu ~ Cocktails
~ Gin Bar ~ Local Wines     

HOURS Thursday 4~10pm Friday 4~10.30pm 
Saturday 3~10.30pm Sunday 12~6.00pm

@ the Archaic

 A great place to meet and 
eat before or after The Union

Established in 1911

Wonthaggi 
Workmen’s Club 

serving the 
community for 
over 110 years 

THANK YOU TO THE WONTHAGGI & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY FOR THEIR INVALUABLE CONTRIBUTIONS TO THIS FEATURE

SPORTSentinel-Times
Email your reports to news@sgst.com.au

HOME DELIVERY
Call your local 
newsagency

Your reports to news@sgst.com.au
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I met my future 
spouse in the foyer 
back in 1964. It’s 
61 years ago now 
and we are off to 
see Strikebound 
next week. I also 
remember as kids 
we would sneak 
into the crying 

room on Saturday 
matinees. 

– Joann Carr

I remember being 
booted out of the 
midday matinee’s 

for rolling 
Jaffas down the 
aisle, and sadly 
watching it burn 

down with my 
dad. 

– Brett Forsyth

Great memories – our 
grandmother used to 
take one of us girls 
to watch a movie at 
the theatre, we all 

took turns to go with 
her. Fond memories 

of staying with Nana 
for a sleepover after, 

grandma’s feather bed 
always comes to mind 

every time I hear 
that song I think of 

those days. 
– Marilynn Davidson

Being given a 
dollar to go to the 
Saturday matinee 

buy sweets at 
Candy Land. 

Loved the Godzilla 
movies, then back 

to the netball 
courts to go home 

with mum. 
– Mark Legg

I remember my Aunty 
Carole McRae in 

Calamity Jane, and 
going backstage to see 
her, I was about seven.

– Cheryl Lindsay

Many fond memories, 
who else knew about 

the hole in the 
floor in the mid 
front section? 

– Mary-Anne Vurlow
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Sentinel-TimesTUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2025

COVERING SOUTH GIPPSLAND AND BASS COAST PRICE $2.00

By Michael Giles

ON THE same day last week that accusa-
tions were flying thick and fast in State Par-
liament, with allegations about Victoria’s 
“revolving door” bail laws, there was a real-
life scenario playing out in the Korumburra 
Magistrates’ Court.

It underscored comments made by former 
chief magistrate and crown prosecutor, Nick 
Papas, that bail outcomes are a “soft target” 
in any law and order debate.

Having executed a search warrant at a 
South Gippsland address last Thursday 
morning, February 6, and found the alleged 
offender trying to escape out a back window, 
police arrested the local man and brought 
him before Korumburra Magistrate Stephen 
Lee later that afternoon.

Charged with persistent breaches of an in-
tervention order, including within 24 hours 
of being released from jail and placed on a 
community corrections order for similar of-
fences, police predictably opposed bail.

And despite a comprehensive plea on be-
half of his client by Latrobe Valley lawyer 
Josh Cameron, the ruling by Magistrate Lee 
was clear – no revolving door.

“He’s got breaches of that before, and he 
goes ahead and breaches it the day after he 
gets out. What’s to stop him going out and 
breaching the order by calling his wife to-
night or tomorrow?” said Magistrate Lee.

Giving evidence in support of the police 
submission, Detective Senior Constable 
Knight said that the alleged offender had 
contacted his former partner hundreds of 
times by mobile phone and through social 
media and while most of the contact was 
functional in nature, there were also threats 
of self-harm and threats of harm to the AFM 
and family members. He had also allegedly 
stalked the affected family member.

Magistrate Lee weighed up an appeal by 
Mr Cameron in which he said his client 
had an address to go to, could comply with 
strict bail conditions, including no access to 
a mobile phone, and also had appointments 
booked for mental health and drug and alco-
hol counselling.

“It would be kicking over the sandcastle 
that has been built (to help my client),” he 
said.

But Mr Lee denied the application and re-
manded the man in custody to reappear at 
Korumburra later this month.

His decision was in line with changes to the 
bail laws of October 2023 including “amend-
ing the unacceptable risk test so that rather 
than focusing on the risk of any offending, 
the focus is on the risk of endangering the 
safety and welfare of any other person”. The 
changes also give specific direction for bail 
decision makers to assess the risks of family 
violence.

Continued page 3

Bail laws 
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Eighty three year old Nancy Joyce 
of Korumburra is pretty easy going 
but overgrown gardens blocking 
the way for pedestrians and scooter 
users has really got her goat.

PUT yourself behind the 
controls of a mobility scoot-
er and you immediately get 
a different perspective on 
going to the shops.

Nancy Joyce 83 of Korum-
burra is a relative newcom-
er to riding a scooter and 
it’s only been since her part-
ner of 64 years, Ron, passed 
away five months ago, that 
she’s taken an interest in 
the obstacles and hazards 
that are an everyday reality 
for scooter users.

Crossing the road safe-
ly is one thing, dogs on 
the loose can be another 
and there’s also boggy or 

overgrown nature strips to 
navigate.

But the thing that really 
gets Nancy’s goat are the 
hedges, bushes and plants 
(including Agapanthus) 
that expand out over the 
footpath from domestic 
gardens blocking the way 
for pedestrians and scooter 
users – cut them back peo-
ple!

“The footpath on Jum-
bunna Road is nice and 
wide but it’s where the 
paths are narrower, on the 
way to the shops, that you 
have the problem,” said 
Nancy this week.

“I go up to the town most 
days to get the paper and 
there’s places where the 
hedges, bushes and even 
blackberries are creeping 
out blocking the way. You 
can sometimes go out on to 
the grass, but you feel like 
you might tip over or get 
bogged. It’s not ideal.”

Mrs Joyce has made an 
appeal to Korumburra 
homeowners and the shire 
to clear vegetation away 
from footpaths to make it 
easier (and safer) for scoot-
er users but it’s a plea that 
other towns and councils 
could heed as well.
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Michael’s IGA Liquor supports the responsible service and consumption of alcohol.

$450
ea

Leongatha store only!

TERIYAKI CHICKEN CRUNCHY

   $1150
per serve

BOTAN FLOWER PLATE

$14
per serve

Australian

DON TRIPLE SMOKED 
LEG HAM

$399
kg

$1399
kg

$399
kgRED OR WHITE 

PEACHES & NECTARINES

$2199
kgAUSTRALIAN LAMB 

LOIN CHOPS

Australian
ROYAL GALA APPLES

SUMMER 
LUNCH BOX 

FILLERS

SUMMER 
LUNCH BOX 

FILLERS

$899
ea

SHALE POINT BRIE, 
TRIPLE CREAM BRIE 
OR CAMEMBERT 200G
$4.50 per 100g

DON STRASBURG 1KG
$11.99 per kg

$1199
ea

CHEESE & BACON OR 
CHEESE & GARLIC TWIST

 SPECIALS

Carlton Draught or Dry, Victoria Bitter 
or Hahn Super Dry 4.6% Cans 

375ml x 10 Packs

$64ea

Multi Buy

2for
$54

Grant’s Scotch, Smirnoff Vodka Red Label, 
Johnnie Walker Red Label, 

Captain Morgan Spiced Gold Rum, 
Gordon’s Gin, Bundaberg Rum UP 

or Red UP 1 Litre

BAKED 
FRESH 
DAILY
In Store
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Did you know we sell
Recycled crushed concrete?
•  Crushed concrete – 

perfect for driveways
•  Crushed bricks, tiles and 

concrete – perfect for 
concrete base and 
pipe bedding

• Competitive rates
•  Available Monday-Friday 

8am-3.30pm 

Phone ahead 5672 2056
L1 Skip Lane, Wonthaggi

www.wheelawaste.com.au
HM10516

Lot Sizes from 350m² to 792m²
Pricing from $229,000 to $299,000
Build your dream home and 
experience Bass Coast living.

NOW SELLING
NEW LOTS 

Register your interest now!
1300 WONTHAGGI (966 842)
parklandswonthaggi.com.au

Authorised by Russell Broadbent MP, Independent Federal Member for Monash, Warragul
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TRUST | REASON | COMMONSENSE
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UPDATEDUPDATED
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LATESTLATEST
ISSUESISSUES

(03) 5623 2064
46C Albert St Warragul VIC 3820

russell.broadbent.mp@aph.gov.au

From page 1
But any decision to deny bail is no small 

matter, and wasn’t without consequences 
at Korumburra last Thursday.

“I’ll be dead before that. I’ll kill myself in 
there,” said the accused man of having to 
wait until late in February.

“I hope that’s not the case and all efforts 
will be taken to see that doesn’t occur,” 
said Magistrate Lee.

“I messed up. I don’t even remember it. I 
don’t need jail. I need help,” said the man 
as he was being led away in handcuffs by 
police.

Despite the obvious custody issues it 
may be that the changes to the bail laws in 
October 2023 made Magistrate Lee’s deci-
sion more clear cut.

But it’s not always the case, according to 
Gippsland South MP Danny O’Brien who 
took part in last Thursday’s parliamen-
tary debate.

“You only have to pick up the paper every 
morning… and so often we subsequently 
find out that the perpetrator of that crime 
was on bail at the time,” said Mr O’Brien.

“People are sick of it. People are coming 
up to us on this side time and time again. 
What is wrong with this state that people 
can continue to offend, get bail and go and 
do it again? I must add, too, it is not just 
people. The other people that are coming 
to us are the police.”

Mr O’Brien said there was a particular 
issue with youth being released on bail, 
likely in response changes by the govern-
ment which mandated consideration of 
certain factors when assessing bail appli-
cations for young people.

He referred to the case of the 14-year-
old youth from South Gippsland who had 
allegedly been caught and released 50 
times, according to local police.

“The victims are coming up to me in the 
streets – in a place like Leongatha – and 
saying how traumatised they are because 
someone broke into their house, violated 
their peace and privacy and stole their 
car… and we literally had one last week 
saying openly, and it was reported in the 
media, ‘I know I’ll get away with it. They 
can’t do anything. They can’t touch me’.”

The move by the State Opposition to re-
peal the government’s 2023 changes to the 
bail laws ultimately failed but not before 
the issue had an impact on the result in 
the Werribee and Prahran by-elections.

While conceding bail laws were an easy 
target for politicians, Nick Papas agreed 
the balance in Victoria has shifted too far 
towards the interests of those who keep 
breaking the law.

“How, when and where you draw the 
line is extremely hard for a magistrate,” 
he said.

Whether our politicians are making it 
harder still is under active scrutiny, es-
pecially after the mixed messages from 
the Premier Jacinta Allan and her Police 
Minister Anthony Carbines who appeared 
to be at odds last week about what to do 
next.

If aspects of this story case distress con-
tact Lifeline 24 hours-a-day on 13 11 14.

Bail laws out 
of balance

Wonthaggi pensioner waits for 
tradesmen to finish the job

IT DOESN’T seem much 
to ask but Wonthaggi pen-
sioner Julie Dunn is almost 
at breaking point waiting for 
a local tradesman to install 
blinds for her rear deck.

“I’ve waited five years for a 
new front gate and it’s still 
not there,” said Julie.

“Now I’ve been waiting five 
months for deck blinds to be 
fitted.”

Julie Dunn just wants the 
job finished.

Holding back tears Julie 
apologised for being emo-
tional.

“When I first moved to Won-
thaggi five years ago I needed 
a front gate.”

“I employed a local handy-
man and paid him a $1,000 
deposit,” said Julie.

After several months with-
out a front gate Julie asked 
for her money back.

“I received $600 but the 
tradesman still owes me 
$400.”

Five years later still no 
front gate.

Other tradesmen have done 
considerable work around 
the property.

“I tried to pull down things 
myself at first, but it was too 
much.”

An electrician Julie used 
was a stand-out.

“I was very satisfied,” she 
said.

Coming from a farming 
background Julie says she 
offers tradesmen lunch and 
morning tea and gives them 
seasonal vegetables from her 
garden.

“I always pay in cash and on 
the dot,” said Julie.

An aged pensioner Julie 
volunteers for the edible gar-
den scheme.

Julie also grows orchids 
and donates to the Rose 
Lodge Opportunity Shop.

When Julie moved into her 
coalminer’s cottage in Wont-
haggi the fences were down 
and the house was unloved.

“There was no garden, just 
yuccas.”

Taking obvious pride in 
her garden Julie says she 
has always been a gardener  

at heart.
“I came here because of the 

amenities and the shopping,” 
said Julie.

“It’s also close to the beach.”
A major project for Julie 

has been a rear deck over-
looking her small garden.

“I purchased blinds to pro-
tect the deck from the rain.”

Julie paid up front and the 
blinds arrived.

Five months later the blinds 
have still not been installed.

“I paid a tradesman $700,” 

said Julie.
“It’s very, very emotional.”
“All I want is for the blinds 

to be installed on the veranda 
deck.”

Julie’s advice for others is 
not to be gullible.

“Don’t give up.”
Describing herself as not 

normally an emotional per-
son Julie broke down.

“I can’t let it go, it’s not fair.”
Julie is still waiting for her 

blinds to be installed and a 
new front gate.

THE ‘Save Silverleaves’ pe-
tition calling on the Allan La-
bor Government to urgently 
fund short term works to 
save beachside homes from 
the rapidly eroding shore-
line has been tabled in State 
Parliament.

The petition instigated 
by Silverleaves local Nata-
lie Gray and sponsored by 
The Nationals’ Melina Bath 
amassed 4,370 signatures 
in only three weeks qualify-
ing it for future debate.

Ms Bath also called on La-
bor’s Minister for the Envi-
ronment, Hon Steve Dimo-
poulos to meet with residents.

“At a recent meeting with 
the Member for Bass, Jor-
dan Crugnale, DEECA and 
Bass Coast Council resi-
dents were told there’s now 
insufficient time to imple-
ment geotextile sandbags 
before April as recommend-
ed by Labor’s own report,” 
said Ms Bath.

“The Allan Government 
has let down the Silver-
leaves community,” said Ms 
Bath.

“The Silverleaves fore-
shore has been eroding at 
an alarming rate and there 
is every possibility homes 
will be lost in the absence of 

state funding for mitigation.
“Residents are acutely 

aware of the imminent 
threat to their properties.

“Many lay in fear at night 
wondering if their homes 
will fall victim to the sea.

“They deserve to hear how 
Labor will protect their es-
tate.”

Ms Bath said if the Allan 
Government ignored the 
message to fast track short 
term erosion mitigation 
works after hundreds of lo-
cals turned up to a rally in 
January then this petition 
should jolt it into action.

“Given the predicted  

disaster happening under 
Labor’s nose it must listen 
to locals, release emergency 
funding and act now.

“Any response other than 
having the recommended 
geotextile revetment in place 
before April is unacceptable.

“The Silverleaves commu-
nity is to be congratulated 
for its support of this im-
portant petition.

“I look forward to repre-
senting locals and leading 
the future debate.

“Labor can’t manage mon-
ey, can’t manage coastal ero-
sion and Silverleaves locals 
are paying the price.”

Petition to save Silverleaves tabled in State Parliament

Wonthaggi pensioner Julie Dunn waiting for local tradesman to finish installing deck 
blinds. B03_0625
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Scholarships
Secondary students who excel are encouraged to apply for our Academic 
Scholarships and an extended range of Personal Excellence Scholarships.

Whether you love Sport, The Arts, STEM, Business/Entrepreneurship, 
Leadership/Community Service or Environmental Awareness, consider 
joining Gippsland’s leading school to pursue your potential.

Visit stpaulsags.vic.edu.au or contact us on 5623 5833 for more information. 
Applications close 7 March 2025.

Apply Now
Kinder to Year 12  •  150 Bowen Street Warragul

6 Day 
Weather 
Forecast
SOUTH 
GIPPSLAND
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IN BRIEF
More on ESSO’s  
wind down

AFTER more than 50 years 
delivering energy to Australia 
from Bass Strait, Esso Austra-
lia Resources Pty Ltd (Esso), 
a wholly owned subsidiary of 
ExxonMobil Australia Pty Ltd 
Australia Pty Ltd, is decom-
missioning part of the surplus 
infrastructure.

If you’d like to know more 
about plans for decommission-
ing of platforms and pipelines 
in Bass Strait, the Esso Con-
sultation Team will be hosting 
community information ses-
sions at the following locations 
(from 5pm to 7pm):
• �Yanakie: Monday, February 

17 Yanakie Hall
• �Foster: Tuesday, February 18 

Foster War Memorial Arts 
Centre

• �Leongatha: Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 19 Leongatha Memo-
rial Hall

• �Yarram: Tuesday, February 
25 Yarram Country Club.

Waratah Bay wind 
energy cable connection 
prospect to be discussed
OFFSHORE wind energy pro-
ponent Gippsland Skies is run-
ning community sessions in 
coming days at which attend-
ees will hear about proposed 
cable corridors, one of which 
would connect the energy gen-
eration site to Waratah Bay. 
“The proposed Northern Cable 
Corridor extends from our pro-
posed Project’s Feasibility Li-
cence Area up to Waratah Bay, 
although it should be noted that 
currently no VicGrid nominated 
connection point for offshore 
wind has been identified in this 
area,” Gippsland Skies states.
In contrast, the Proposed East-
ern Cable Corridor, which would 
also connect to the proposed 
Project’s Feasibility Licence 
Area, would extend to VicGrid’s 
proposed initial connection 
point for 2GW of offshore wind 
at Giffard near Seaspray. 
“Selection of Gippsland Skies’ 
final cable corridor route will 
ultimately be dependent upon 

the outcomes from VicGrid’s 
Victorian Transmission Plan 
and identification of con-
nection point(s) for offshore 
wind determined by VicGrid,” 
Gippsland Skies states.
Attendees at the community 
consultation sessions will also 
learn more about planned ma-
rine investigations.

Gippsland Skies Drop-in  
Community Consultation  
Session details
Foster War Memorial Arts Cen-
tre, Saturday February 15 from 
9am until 12pm
Sandy Point Community Centre, 
Saturday February 15 from 1pm 
until 3pm
Fish Creek Memorial Hall, 
Thursday February 20 from 
4pm to 6pm

Ticket sales record  
for little penguins
THEY’RE a marvel of nature and 
the economy, those little stars of 
the world-famous Phillip Island 
Penguin Parade, with Phillip 
Island Nature Parks reporting 
they’ve broken their own record 
for the number of consecutive 
‘sold out’ days.
While the new record is now 23 
days-in-a-row, they’ve sold out 
35 days between Christmas and 
the end of January, said the Pen-
guin Parade officially broke the 
previous summer record, with 
23 sell out nights in a row up 
until January 11.
“With Lunar New Year now un-
derway, we expect our sell out 
run will continue through un-
til mid-February,” said a PINP 
spokesperson.
While domestic daytrips to Phil-
lip Island appear to be up, lo-
cal accommodation venues say 
their local bookings are down, 
although overseas numbers 
have shown a pleasing uplift, 
fully recovered and then some 
after COVID.

Stories of Venus Bay 
IN RESPONSE to community 
interest, traditional custo-
dian Sonia Weston is offering 
to provide a free information 

session about the cultural and 
indigenous heritage of Venus 
Bay. All interested community 
members are warmly invited to 
come along on Saturday Feb-
ruary 15 at 10am. Meet at the 
Corner Jupiter Blvd and Cen-
tre Road. BYO picnic rug or 
chair, sit under the trees and 
hear some stories from Sonia.

Second offender 
on shooting charges
DETECTIVES from the Armed 
Crime Squad have laid fur-
ther charges following a non-
fatal shooting in Wonthaggi 
last month.
A 24-year-old Leongatha man 
was arrested by investigators 
on January 14 after attempt-
ing to evade police.
In relation to a separate inci-
dent, he was charged at the 
time with unlicensed driving, 
negligently deal with pro-
ceeds of crime, two counts 
of traffick drug of depen-
dence, two counts of possess 
prohibited weapon, possess 
ammunition without licence, 
possess cannabis, prohibited 
person possess firearm and 
prohibited person possess 
imitation firearm in relation 
to a series of separate mat-
ters.
He has now been further 
charged with intentionally 
cause serious injury, inten-
tionally cause injury, conduct 
endangering life, prohibited 
person use firearm and pos-
sess explosive substance; 
arising out of the shooting in-
cident at Wonthaggi on Sun-
day, January 12.
He remains in custody and 
will appear at Korumburra 
Magistrates’ Court on Thurs-
day, February 13.
A 28-year-old Wonthaggi man 
was also charged on January 
14 and was remanded to ap-
pear at Latrobe Valley Magis-
trates’ Court on April 4.
Anyone with information on 
illicit firearm activity is urged 
to contact Crime Stoppers on 
1800 333 000 or submit a 
confidential report at www.
crimestoppersvic.com.au

Wonthaggi chosen for  
online safety program

PROJECT Rockit and the Tel-
stra Foundation are partnering 
to deliver youth-focused digital 
wellbeing programs to 30,000 
young people across Australia 
over the next three years.

And students at Bass Coast 
College will be among the first 
to benefit from the innovative 
project.

Schools in targeted regional 
locations were invited to lodge 
an Expression of Interest in 
receiving a fully-funded digital 
safety and wellbeing program 
from 2025 to 2027.

And Bass Coast College was 
successful, being included in 
the first round in 2025.

In Year 1, the following areas 
were identified:
• �Victoria: Traralgon, Wont-

haggi, Robinvale, Mallee
• �Tasmania: Launceston, Scott-

sdale, Devonport, Burnie
A spokesperson for Bass 

Coast College said the ses-
sions for the college’s Year 8 
students would start in two 
weeks’ time.

According to Project Rock-
it, a youth-driven movement 
against bullying founded by 
Melbourne sisters Lucy and 
Rosie Thomas, young people 
in regional areas often score 
lower in digital skills and well-
being compared to their urban 
peers.

“That’s something we can 
definitely do something about,” 
said Lucy Thomas on ABC Ra-
dio in the past week.

In response, Telstra Founda-
tion is investing $1.5 million in 
an innovative three-year part-
nership with Project Rockit to 
offer schools across 33 region-
al communities, free access to 
an impactful, youth-centred 
digital wellbeing program.

The program will deliver 
in-person digital citizenship 
workshops to 30,000 students 
in regional areas, offer online 
resources to an additional 
250,000 young people, and 
enhance community digital 
literacy by engaging 900 par-
ents and carers through online 
seminars.
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LABOR will be late to the party when 
they finally name their endorsed can-
didate to contest the Federal seat of 
Monash later this week or early next.

Sources have revealed that their can-
didate will be a former Leongatha-edu-
cated, party stalwart but party officials 
are yet to confirm.

Together with the National Party, also 
expected to enter the fray in Monash 
next week, it ensures there will be a ‘Mel-
bourne Cup’ field of candidates for voters.

The decision by sitting MP, former Lib-
eral-now-independent Russell Broad-
bent to contest his 14th Federal election 
means the result will almost certainly 
go to preferences, but the state results 
in Werribee and Prahran last weekend 
indicate there will be a higher conserva-
tive vote overall.

At the 2022 election, Russell Broadbent 
had a win after preferences with 52.9% 
of the vote as compared to the ALP can-
didate Jessica O’Donnell’s 47.1%.

If the state results last weekend translate 
to the Federal election, little more than two 
or three months away, there will be more 
conservative votes for the Liberals’ Mary 
Aldred and ex-Liberal Russell Broadbent 
to divided between themselves.

It could come down to which of those 
two gets the highest first preference 
vote, and which of them is favoured by 
the minor parties as to who ultimately 
goes forward in the count.

Can one of the other candidates for 
Monash stand against a tide that’s clear-
ly going the conservatives’ way? That’s 
up to the voters to decide.

AFTER a devastating fire 
early in January the locally 
owned and operated Food-
Works supermarket in Inver-
loch is all but back to business 
as normal.

“It was a 30 degree plus day 
and suddenly the power went 
out,” recalled Store Manager 
Brendan O’Leary.

A fire in an electrical switch-
board shut down all the refrig-
erators.

The Inverloch fire brigade was 
on the scene within minutes 
containing the fire to the plant 
room while staff frantically tried 
to empty the refrigerators.

“We only had two shipping 
containers for frozen and 
chilled food,” said Brendan.

It wasn’t enough and some 
perishable food was lost.

Serving thousands of cus-
tomers each day during the 
peak of the holiday season 
Foodworks staff utilised all the 

temporary refrigerator space 
they could find.

“We had eight portable air-
conditioners in place,” said Mr 
O’Leary.

Four weeks later and the store 
is almost back to business as 
usual.

“We have received a lot of pos-
itive comments from custom-
ers,” said Brendan.

“Everyone has been telling us 
what a great job we’ve done.”

Brendan O’Leary has been 
at the store since it opened in 
2002.

Locally owned and operated 
Foodworks Inverloch employs 
90 staff.

“I’d like to thank all the staff 
for their efforts during this very 
trying time,” said Mr O’Leary.

“Thank you to everyone for 
your kind words.

“Supermarkets present a lot 
of challenges and this has been 
just one of them.”

BEACHGOERS at Inverloch 
quickly discovered a seal’s 
bark can be worse than its bite 
when a large male Australian 
Fur Seal beached itself at Nor-
man Point.

The largest of all fur seals 
and one of the world’s rarest 
seal species the Australian Fur 
Seal can spend weeks at sea 
feeding.

Sammy the Inverloch fur seal 
seemed to have done just that.

Inverloch lifesavers called 
to ensure Sammy was not in-
jured or in any danger specu-
lated the seal may have over-
eaten on plentiful schools of 
fish in the area.

Beachgoer Chris Ball of 
Kongwak who sat protecting 
the seal for over three hours 
said the seal was probably ex-
hausted.

“A pod of dolphins was in the 
area earlier in the day and I 
saw a shark fin” said Chris.

A large Bluethroat Wrasse or 
parrot fish washed up on the 
surf beach nearby would indi-
cate a possible feeding frenzy 
by dolphins and seals.

Adult fur seals can weigh 
up to 100kg with the male be-
ing dark-grey to brown with a 
paler underside and a mane of 
coarse hair over the neck and 
shoulders.

Sammy’s large eyes, pointed 
face, whiskers, forward facing 

flippers and very sharp teeth 
similar to a bear are typical of 
Australian Fur Seals.

One tourist taking close-up 
photos of Sammy found fur 
seals can move very quickly.

Forced to scamper up the 
beach when Sammy lunged 
forward, teeth bared barking 
loudly Ivan of Coburg was ob-
viously shaken.

Australian Fur Seals are very 
skilful hunters with keen sens-
es and eyesight.

Normally fur seals prefer 
remote islands, rocky ledges 
and pebble beaches to rest on 
but for Sammy Norman Point 
seemed just fine.

Far from being camera shy 
Sammy happily lolled around 
on the beach entertaining 
beachgoers until early evening.

Chris Ball a carpenter and 
full-time carer for his mother 
last saw a seal at Inverloch 
eighteen months ago.

“He was very good with the 

many curious children pass-
ing by,” said Chris.

Wildlife Victoria advises that 
it is important for both people 
and dogs to keep away from 
Australian Fur Seals.

“When taking your dog for a 
walk you need to make sure 
that you keep at least 50 me-
tres away from a seal on land 
or in the water.”

For more information on 
protected wildlife go to wild-
life.vic.gov.au

FoodWorks Inverloch Dairy Manager Fiona Wellard and 
Assistant Manager Abby Butler B17_0625

Back to business as usual at FoodWorks Inverloch

The rare appearance of an Australian Fur Seal on the Inverloch surf beach creates a stand-
off with beachgoers. B21_0625

Australian Fur Seal challenges 
beachgoers at Inverloch

Labor enters 
Monash fray

• Sentinel-Times comment

BASS Coast Deputy Mayor Cr Brett 
Tessari was chosen to fill the position of 
deputy chair for the Peri Urban Coun-
cils Victoria (PUCV) as a new team was 
recently elected to head the organisa-
tion for the coming year.

The new leadership team will be focus-
sing on advocating for issues impacting 
peri urban communities ahead of the 
Victorian and federal budgets and the 
federal election due by May this year.

Cr Tessari said peri urban councils 
were facing a period of enormous change.

“Our peri urban councils are on the 
front line of the next wave of growth in 
Victoria, but we need government fund-
ing for essential infrastructure, such as 
roads, water and power, to ensure we 
can meet the accelerated demand for 
housing,” Cr Tessari said.

“These issues will be the focus of our 
conversations as we meet with state 
and federal leaders over the coming 
months,” Cr Tessari said.

In its pre-budget submission to both 
the state and federal governments, 
PUCV has recommended two funds be 
set up to support infrastructure plan-
ning and development in high-growth 
peri urban areas.

Cr Tessari new chair



6   |   TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2025   |   SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES 

Visit basscoast.vic.gov.au/whichbin 
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IN 2025, the Wonthaggi Union Community 
Arts Centre will revert to its original name, 
The Union Theatre, in celebration of the 
centenary of the original building on this 
site. As part of the milestone, a year-long 
program of events will honour its rich histo-
ry and enduring significance in Wonthaggi’s 
cultural life under the banner of “It’s On At 
The Union”.

For the rest of the year, The Union The-
atre will host an extraordinary program of 
events, historical reflections, and perfor-
mances to honour this historic venue and 
the spirit that built it.  The celebrations begin 
this Saturday, February 15, with a screen-
ing of Strikebound and an exclusive ‘In 
Conversation’ with award-winning director 
Richard Lowenstein. Filmed in Wonthaggi, 
Strikebound tells the story of 1930s mining 
struggles and was originally launched here 
with former Prime Minister Bob Hawke in 
attendance. This event also serves as the of-
ficial launch of the centenary program.

Community groups, local artists, and per-
formers will bring The Union Theatre to life 
throughout the year, ensuring it remains a 
vibrant hub for creativity and connection. 
With many events expected to sell out quick-
ly, I encourage everyone to subscribe to the 
newsletter at basscoastculturalvenues.com. 

As we celebrate all that The Union The-
atre has given to our community, we’re also 
looking ahead to the next 100 years. The 
Arts in Bass Coast Survey, open until Feb-
ruary 16, 2025, invites residents and visi-
tors to share their thoughts on the future 
of arts and culture in Bass Coast. Visit en-
gage.basscoast.vic.gov.au/arts-bass-coast 
to have your say.

A major highlight of the celebrations will 
be “100 Women 100 Stories”, a special In-
ternational Women’s Day event featuring 
a community choir of nearly 100 women 
sharing their stories through song.

The event will also welcome Clare 
Bowditch, a multi-award-winning musician, 
alongside six exceptional female musicians. 
Their music will honour the resilience, 
strength, and diversity of women’s experi-
ences.

Over three days in Wonthaggi, the choir 
will meet, connect, and rehearse, building 
toward a powerful final concert. I encourage 
you to be part of this inspiring celebration 
on Sunday, March 16. Come and witness 
the magic of storytelling through music as 
100 voices fill The Union Theatre, remind-
ing us of its vital role in bringing our com-
munity together. 

As Mayor, I feel privileged to celebrate a 
century of The Union Theatre enriching our 
lives. Who knows what the next 100 years 
will bring, but one thing’s for sure: in 2025,
It’s On at The Union! 

Mayor’s 
Message

Cr Rochelle
Halstead

Mayor’s 
Message
Mayor’s 
Message
Mayor’s 

Cr Rochelle

THERE’S never been a 
better time for State Gov-
ernment to commit fund-
ing to a worthy project than 
right now, on the eve of the 
100th anniversary of the 
Wonthaggi Union Commu-
nity Arts Centre.

Originally opened in Feb-
ruary 1925, paid for by a 
levy on the miners’ meagre 
wages, the original Wonthag-
gi Union theatre burnt down 
in 1980 and its successor, 
opened in 1982, is in need 
of funding to upgrade the 

tired-looking foyer.
In the lead up to the start 

of birthday celebrations, the 
Bass Coast Shire Council 
has renewed its pitch to the 
government for $1.6 mil-
lion, as one of its key advo-
cacy priorities of 2024.

“Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil is strongly committed to 
securing investment for the 
Wonthaggi Union Communi-
ty Arts Centre as part of our 
Advocacy Priorities 2024. 
We continue to urge the 
State Government to sup-

port this vital project, which 
will deliver much-needed 
upgrades, including mod-
ernised restroom facilities, 
improved accessibility, and 
creating a dynamic, multi-
functional foyer space,” 
said a spokesperson for the 
shire this week.

“This is a unique opportu-
nity for the government to 
invest in the local arts sec-
tor, honour the rich history 
of the venue, and enhance 
the experience for our com-
munity. The success of 

these upgrades depends on 
securing grant funding or 
direct government invest-
ment. Our advocacy priori-
ties have been shared with 
key ministers and candi-
dates, and we look forward 
to further discussions and 
opportunities for funding 
support.”

The good news for the State 
Government is that they 
have 12 months to find the 
money while a year of cente-
nary celebrations and events 
continue at the theatre.

FEDERAL Liberal Candidate 
for Monash Mary Aldred and 
the Federal Deputy Leader of 
the Opposition the Hon Sussan 
Ley MP met with several Phillip 
Island residents and commu-
nity groups about local priori-
ties last Wednesday, January 
29. 

This included meeting with 
Island Voice committee mem-
bers Peter Paul and Peter Mc-
Mahon to discuss the Phillip 
Island Rec Reserve proposal. 

“Phillip Island has a growing 
population and we need to put 
our best case forward to se-
cure new sporting, recreation 
and community facilities based 
here on the Island,” said Ms Al-
dred.

 “As part of a strong Coalition 
team I am determined to fight 
for the funding and support 
Phillip Island needs to provide 
opportunities for local athletes, 
and sporting and recreation fa-
cilities that all local residents 
can access,” she added.

“I’ve had many discussions 
with Mary over a period of 
time,” said Mr McMahon. 
“Along with Mary talking to the 
Shire as well, to try and, in our 

case, push along with what was 
the strongest issue the Phillip 
Island residents had, and that 
was the development of the rec-
reation reserve. 

“The main issue is that coun-
cil own the land and are refus-
ing to re zone the area, they’ve 
come up with a recreational 
master plan that effectively is 
saying that no development 
will take place for another 10 
years.” 

Island Voice are advocat-
ing for the residents of Phillip 
Island, and members Peter 
McMahon and Peter Paul are 
working together with the fed-
eral candidates so they can en-
deavour to see action. “Unani-
mously, everyone who was 
standing for the Island Ward 
supported making sure that 
the recreational site was the 
number one project that had to 
be done.” 

“It’s a live issue,” said Mr Mc-
Mahon. “And it’s an issue basi-
cally, that we have requested, 
should Mary be successful, 
that some money be allocated 
for the expressed purpose of 
rezoning the land and develop-
ing the recreational site.” 

Federal Deputy Leader of the Opposition the Hon Sussan 
Ley MP with Mary Aldred, Federal Liberal Candidate for 
Monash with Peter Paul and Peter McMahon from Island 
Voice.

Deputy Federal Opposition 
Leader visits Phillip Island

Will the State Government give a 100th birthday present for the ‘Union’? 

THE INTENSE storm cell, 
which touched down in a 
discrete area of Phillip Is-
land on Sunday, February 2, 
shortly after 5pm, has been 
described as a “mini cyclone” 
by affected residents mostly 
in the Ventnor area on the 
east side of the island.

The area was battered by 
124km/h winds and hail-

stones, up to the size of golf 
balls.

“We looked back through 
our records and it’s the third 
busiest 24 hours we’ve had 
in recent years,” said Phillip 
Island SES Unit Controller 
Phil Friedlos.

“We had 45 callouts, mostly 
involving trees or branches 
down, and most of them 

started coming in over a 
short space of time.

“It mostly involved clearing 
trees across roads and drive-
ways, but we did have some 
branches resting on roofs 
that caused some property 
damage. There were also a 
few places where rain had 
got in or skylights were dam-
aged. It was pretty intense,” 

Mr Friedlos said.
While the storm hit homes 

hardest, our feathered 
friends were not immune 
with Phillip Island Nature 
Parks forced to cancel the 
Penguin Parade with visitors 
receiving a full refund. Ear-
lier visitors sheltered inside 
the penguin centre until the 
storm passed.

Big 24 hours for Island SES after stormcell hits Ventnor
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Dancers make a start 
on Loch world record
THE thunder was long gone and the show-

ers disappeared just in time for another 
busy Strzelecki Lions Market Day at the 
Loch Railway Reserve last Sunday.

And organisers believe they managed to 
inspire not one, but two world records – one 
dance and one Tai Chi – on the adjoining 
rail trail by a ‘Moovement Mob’ of local trail-
blazers.

The Strzelecki Lions have laid claim to 
two records; world record number one, 
the most people to dance along the Great 
Southern Rail Trail, that record now set 
at 14 people, several spectators, a tour-
ing cyclist, and a dog, with Judy and Trish 
keeping the beat with a sound stroller. The 
Poowong Twinkle Toe Dancers and friends 
strutted their stuff along a section of rail 
trail as they glided, strolled and rolled with 
joy and laughter.

World record number two, the most Tai 
Chi people along the rail trail (eight plus a 
family of three and some L-platers). The Tai 
Chi movers led by Allana, were a gentle con-
trast – a symphony of relaxed elegance and 
movement. Children were fascinated and 
the slightly older were bright eyed.

‘Moovement’ organiser Sarah Wil-
liams explained: “It really is all about 
moovement. Walking, stretching, ex-
ercising, dancing to music and it’s al-
ways more fun if you can do it with a  
relaxed group. No pressure, just fun and 
laughter. Being with and being encouraged 
by other like-minded people makes it so 
much easier. Wouldn’t it be great if the Moove 
Moovement grew all along the 125Km rail 
trail! Be active, live more of your life and get 
mooving. Dancing with your community is 
food for your soul.”

Strzelecki Lions membership spokes-
man Noel Gregg is also inviting other com-
munity groups to use the historic Loch sta-
tion building and platform area during the 
monthly Loch Summer Market Days as a 
‘platform’ for promoting and demonstrat-
ing their activities. Noel can be contacted 
on 0447 398 822.

Loch Resilience Project to be launched 
for the community’s future benefit 

THE LOCH Resilience Proj-
ect is being launched this 
February, and is a bold, com-
munity-led initiative  made 
possible  by the Foundation 
for Regional and Rural Re-
newal (FRRR) support.

This project is Loch’s 
chance to secure  local en-
ergy solutions  to reduce reli-
ance on the grid, build a reli-
able local energy supply  and 
emergency  community hub 
and strengthen  sustainabil-
ity, innovation, and economic 
growth in Loch.

Local input and ideas are 
needed on lessons learnt from 
past outages and how to man-
age them in the future, local 
energy solutions and funding 
opportunities and what re-
silience means for Loch and 
how the community can build 
on its strengths. 

The grant from FRRR was 
supported by the Loch Com-
munity Development Associa-
tion (LCDA) and will allow the 
town to run a workshop facili-
tated with local group Myce-
lia and is co-lead by Loch lo-
cals, Alona Charuvi, a marine 
and coastal ecologist, science 
communicator, and univer-
sity lecturer, Kate Bennets, 
an ecologist and experienced 
community engagement lead-
er, and Craig Fathers, a local 
café owner.

Mycelia, support and em-
power communities to learn 
and work together to co-design 
a whole of community energy 
system to solve the impacts 
they experience during out-

ages and natural emergencies.
Special guest speaker, Aly-

son Skinner will present on 
the evening, providing in-
sights from the  Venus Bay 
Community Resilience and 
Energy Plan that was facili-
tated with Mycelia.

“This is something that the 
community is going to build, 
everybody is going to have their 
input. We are going to look at 
what everyone needs, and My-
celia will help us create a plan 
out of that,” said Ms Charuvi.  

The project arose from a 
need to have appropriate in-

frastructure for the commu-
nity following the prolonged 
power outage after last year’s 
storm in January, which left 
many residents, business 
owners and farmers discon-
nected and vulnerable, and 
which is likely to occur again.

The Loch community along-
side many locals are interest-
ed in finding a way to create 
a community hub that will 
provide internet and phone 
access, that is not reliant 
on the main grid in times of  
prolonged power outages.

Following the initial meet-

ing, workshops with commu-
nity groups and local busi-
ness will be held with Mycelia 
to construct a plan and find 
funding resources to drive a 
successful outcome for the 
Loch community.

The first Loch Resilience 
Project Meeting will be held 
on Thursday February 13 
from 6:30pm - 8 pm at the 
Loch Public Hall, 16 Smith 
St, Loch.

For more information about 
the project contact Ms Cha-
ruvi via lochresilience@gmail.
com.

Loch community members and co-leaders of the Loch Resilience Project, Alona Charuvi 
and Kate Bennets who are excited to get the project off the ground. ob02_0625
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Expression of Interest for 
Tidal River General Store 
at The Prom is now open!
Parks Victoria is seeking a high-quality operator with the vision 
and capacity to manage and operate the Tidal River General Store, 
located within Wilsons Promontory National Park.

Discover more about this 
amazing opportunity

Hyundai Safe Plate Day 
Edneys Hyundai are proud to announce 
Safe Plate Wednesday. 
One-way security screws will be fitted FREE of charge by a qualified Hyundai 
technician, this will help deter thieves from stealing your number plates. 
The screws are a one - way type and are unable to be removed once fitted. 
In Victoria alone last year, there were over 12,000 number plates stolen, over 
half of these were used for petrol theft. 

 

Edneys Hyundai 1 Roughead St, Leongatha 
Wednesday 9th October 10.30am - 2.30pm 

There will be a free Sausage Sizzle  

Book your service on the day and receive 
a FREE Safety Kit valued at $50! 
(Limited) 
BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL AS THERE 
WILL BE LIMITED SPOTS AVAILABLE. 

 

 
CONTACT: Nick McRae 
Phone: (03) 5662 2327 
E-mail: service@edney.com.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FREE Safety Kit 

Hyundai Safe Plate Day

Edneys Hyundai 1 Roughead Street, Leongatha 
Wednesday, February 19 10.30am - 2.30pm
There will be a free Sausage Sizzle

Edneys Hyundai are proud to announce 
Safe Plate Wednesday. 
One-way security screws will be fi tted FREE of charge by a qualifi ed Hyundai 
technician, this will help deter thieves from stealing your number plates. 
The screws are a one - way type and are unable to be removed once fi tted. 
In Victoria alone last year, there were over 12,000 number plates stolen, 
over half of these were used for petrol theft.

BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL 
AS THERE  WILL BE LIMITED 

SPOTS AVAILABLE. 

JA
22

83
7

CONTACT: Service Department  Phone: (03) 5662 2327  Email: service@edney.com.au

VICTORIA POLICE WILL BE IN ATTENDANCE

Korumburra Women’s Shed 
gets a hand from ‘brother shed’

ROWVILLE Men’s Shed 
generously donated a 
substantial collection of 
tools to the members of 
Korumburra Women’s 
Shed who have just re-
ceived the keys to their 
new home in the Korum-
burra railway precinct.

The Rowville men also 
invited the Korumburra 
organisation to be their 
‘sister shed’, an informal 
arrangement the women 
were pleased to accept.

The relationship be-
tween the two organisa-
tions sprang up because 
the father of one of the 
members of the Korum-
burra Women’s Shed 
belongs to the Rowville 
Men’s Shed.

Some of the women 
were invited to the Men’s 
Shed last year, the Row-
ville men showing them 
around, offering advice 
and cooking lunch.

During that visit, the la-
dies were shown a ship-
ping container in which 
the men were collecting 
surplus donated items 
for them.

The Rowville men re-
cently posted on Face-
book about their contri-
bution to the Women’s 
Shed.

“Over a period of time 
we have accumulated 
excess tools, machinery 
and hardware from very 
generous donations,” 
the Men’s Shed stated, 
adding that those mak-
ing the donations would 
be delighted to know the 

tools are valued and be-
ing used for new proj-
ects.

It took three cars and 
two loaded trailers to de-
liver the haul to Korum-
burra Women’s Shed.

Items such as a thick-
nesser, sliding mitre saw, 
a drill press, a Triton 
workbench, a mini fridge 
and shelving are among 
the recently delivered 
haul, with a number of 
boxes yet to be opened.

Committee member 
Linda Fisher, who is the 
Tools Officer, responded 
to the men’s Facebook 
post, expressing her 
thanks on behalf of the 
Women’s Shed members.

“Thank you so much 
guys! Your donation of a 
‘shed starter kit’ is very 
much appreciated, and 
we also appreciate your 
advice on all things shed-
ding,” she said.

Speaking to the Sen-
tinel-Times, Linda ex-
plained the Rowville men 
detailed what went into 
setting up their shed, 
the women appreciating 
their helpful advice.

“Hopefully, we can 
catch up with our ‘broth-
er shed’ soon as we con-
tinue our journey,” she 
said, the women hav-
ing returned the men’s 
hospitality by providing 
lunch, cake and biscuits.

Linda also thanked the 
men for “the yummy bis-
cuits” they provided dur-
ing their visit to South 
Gippsland.

LUCIA Berghella was fondly re-
membered on Australia Day with the 
awarding of the Luciblooms Memo-
rial Youth Award for junior artists, 
established last year as part of the 
Rotary Art and Photography Show in 
Leongatha, Ghun Phokaphol chosen 
as the winner.

The Leongatha Secondary College 
student took out the $200 prize with 
her painting ‘Paradiso Italiano’.

The Luciblooms Award was creat-
ed by artist Anne Forbes in memory 
of her daughter Lucia.

While junior prizes were awarded 
on the Art Show’s opening night by 
judge Greg Allen, Anne was respon-
sible for choosing the winner of the 
Luciblooms competition along with a 

couple of honourable mentions.
Those other acknowledgments 

went to Leongatha Primary School 
student Emma Murphy for her art-
work ‘Ebony’ and Leongatha Second-
ary College pupil Elana Abicare for 
her creations ‘Dinosaur Teapot and 
Baby Dinosaur Teacup’.

Lucia passed away in her sleep 
aged just 13 due to Sudden Unex-
pected Death in Epilepsy (SUDEP), 
having not been formally diagnosed 
with epilepsy, and is remembered as 
fun, energetic and intelligent with a 
love of painting.

Anne approached Leongatha Rotar-
ian and Koonwarra-based artist Bob 
Hickman ahead of last year’s Art and 
Photography Show about establishing 

the Luciblooms Award and he was 
taken with the idea.

As well as honouring Lucia, the 
award is consistent with the in-
creased effort Leongatha Rotary has 
put into encouraging young artists 
over recent years by providing free 
canvases to local schools, something 
that has boosted junior entries in the 
Art and Photography Show.

The cause of SUDEP is unknown, 
driving the need for research and 
greater awareness of the condition.

The Luciblooms Memorial Youth 
Award is open to those from primary 
school age through to 18 years, en-
suring Anne had plenty of works to 
consider when selecting her winners 
at the Leongatha Memorial Hall.

Luciblooms Award winners announced

Leongatha Rotary Club’s David Panther, honourable mention Emma Murphy, Leongatha Secondary College 
art teacher Celeste Amenta with the artwork of winner Ghun Phokaphol, Luciblooms Memorial Youth Award 
founder Anne Forbes, honourable mention Elana Abicare and Rotary Leongatha’s Bob Hickman.
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swimming is fun.
But drowning isn’t.

Find out how to stay safe 
by the water this summer

Be aware of strong currents and rough conditions
know the conditions and know your limits
never swim alone or if you’re unsure

Korumburra Women’s Shed members 
ready to put their stamp on new home

KORUMBURRA Women’s 
Shed members celebrated 
their long-awaited move 
into the former goods shed 
at the Korumburra railway 
precinct, Vicki Evans of Vic-
Track handing the keys to 
Shed president Jen Belsar 
on Friday January 31.

While the revamped former 
home of Korumburra Men’s 
Shed will be a hub of creativ-
ity where women also learn 
practical skills in a friendly 
environment promoting posi-
tive mental health, the first 
step is to arrange required 
works on the inside of the 
building.

VicTrack renovated the 
structure the women can now 
call home, a site they initially 
hoped to be able to move into 
prior to the middle of last 
year, but it is currently a shell 
without internal fittings.

“There is nothing in there, 
so we have to start from 
scratch; we have to put in a 
kitchen,” Jen said, describ-
ing the interior as “gutted”, 
including removal of the wa-
ter tank and plumbing.

Organising fundraising 
events and investigating 
available grants to assist with 
the internal works will be a 
priority. 

Once a kitchen and plumb-
ing are installed and the elec-
trics are assessed and con-
nected, the women will set 
about partitioning the shed 
and dividing it into the spac-
es they need, then creating 
workstations.

Storage for tools also needs 
to be factored in.

President Jen is relieved 
the women now have the 
keys, noting there was com-
petition for the shed, and is 
taking a positive outlook to-
ward the required internal 
works.

“We’ve got lots to do but I 
think we’ll enjoy it because 
the core of it is us being to-
gether and working togeth-
er,” she said, expecting that 

setting up and refitting the 
building will be just as much 
fun as the creative projects 
that follow.

Jen previously opened a 
Women’s Shed in the Mel-
bourne suburb of Alphington 
before relocating to Korum-
burra, and has since run 
‘Women on Tools’ courses 
auspiced through Milpara 
Community House.

Basic carpentry, power 
tool use and welding will be 

among the practical skills 
women can learn at the Ko-
rumburra Women’s Shed.

The concept of having a 
Women’s Shed in town was 
quickly embraced, the organ-
isation attracting substantial 
interest from local women 
wanting to be part of the shed 
community and easily filling 
its committee positions.

As well as practical skills, 
art will feature prominently 
in the Shed, with plenty of 
artists keen to come and 
teach there, sharing skills 
in areas such as pottery and 
painting.

The Women’s Shed is a 
great way for women to meet 
and support each other and 
with the practical skills they 
gain, increase their indepen-
dence.

The women intend to have 
exhibitions, music and oth-
er events at the shed, invit-
ing members of the broader 
community and ensuring ev-
eryone feels welcome.

Jen expressed her appre-
ciation of support from com-
munity and politicians who 
wrote to VicTrack encour-
aging it to grant the Korum-
burra Women’s Shed group 
a lease for the former goods 
shed.

Member for Gippsland 
South Danny O’Brien, Mem-
ber for Eastern Victoria Meli-
na Bath. Member for Monash 
Russell Broadbent and Cr 
Nathan Hersey all threw their 
support behind those at the 
Korumburra Women’s Shed.

Vicki Evans of VicTrack hands the keys to the Korumburra 
Women’s Shed to the group’s president Jen Belsar.

THERE are calls for clarity over the 
State Government’s bail backtracking af-
ter Premier Allan said a review was under-
way but was contradicted the next day by 
her Minister for Police.

The Nationals’ Melina Bath said the 
State Government and the courts failed 
Victorians when it watered down bail laws 
and the community deserved better pro-
tections.

“Soft bail laws don’t meet the expecta-
tions of our community, many live in fear 
due to rising crime and anti-social behav-
iour that’s impacting our homes, streets 
and shopping strips”, Ms Bath said.

“It’s inconceivable that the Premier an-
nounces a review only to have the Minister 
for Police Hon Anthony Carbines deny it.

“Within 24 hours the State Government’s 
supposed bail review was watered down with 
Minister Carbines stating he was “tasked to 
do some work” and “I wouldn’t even say that 
there’s particularly a review”.

Statistics for eastern Victoria produced by 
the Crime Statistics Agency highlight the rise 
in offences and incidents.

In the past ten years criminal incidents in 
Bass Coast increased 13.85 per cent, Baw 
Baw 60.15 per cent, South Gippsland 82 per 
cent, East Gippsland 37.9 per cent, Welling-
ton 14.3 per cent and Cardinia 51.5 per cent.

Ms Bath said too often repeat criminals are 
let out on bail in Victoria, only to commit far 
more serious crimes.

“It’s an insult to our hardworking police of-
ficers who put their lives on the line for our 
safety to see criminals let back out on the 
street – enough is enough.

“The Nationals have been campaigning 
for tougher bail laws - the state needs to 
strengthen legislation to help keep criminals 
off our streets.

“Crimes such as motor car theft, residen-
tial aggravated burglary, justice procedures 
and family violence common assault have 
all surged under the current State Govern-
ment – and the frightening reality is many 
of these offences are being committed by 
repeat offenders on bail.”

Labor’s bail backtrack 
as clear as mud
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COUNCIL MEETINGS

The next Council meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 19 February 2025 at 2.00pm.

Details will be available on Council’s 
website: 

www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
councilmeetings

To watch the meeting live or when it suits 
you, visit:

www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/live

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Looking for a new job? We might have 
the perfect position for you! Check out 
our current vacant positions here:

www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
vacantpositions

South Gippsland Shire Council News

FOOTPATH AND ROAD ASSESSMENTS

South Gippsland Shire Council’s 
contractors are undertaking Footpath 
and Road Conditions Assessments 
across the Shire. 

You may observe quad bike style 
assessment vehicles travelling on public 
footways around your work, residences 
and other locations within South 
Gippsland. 

This will take place during February 
and will take a week to complete. If you 
have any questions or require more 
information, please contact Council 
by calling 03 5662 9200 or emailing 
council@southgippsland.vic.gov.au

REQUEST FOR TENDERS

Council is seeking submissions from 
qualified companies/applicants for the 
following:

RFT/434 – KiRC Civil Drainage Works 
Project

Tenders close 2.00pm AEDT on Tuesday 18 
February 2024.

Documentation is available from Council’s 
e-Tendering Portal 
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/tenders 

CONTACT US

9 Smith Street, Leongatha 
15 Little Commercial Street, Korumburra
03 5662 9200
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au

Community Training
Did you know that South Gippsland 
Shire Council offers free workshops 
throughout the year for South 
Gippsland community groups, not-
for-profit organisations, clubs and 
volunteers? 

The 2025 South Gippsland Training 
Calendar (from February to March) is 
now available on Council’s website. 

These sessions provide our local 
groups and volunteers with the 
opportunity to develop new skills, 
brush up on things like good 
governance and grant application 
writing, and the chance to network with 
people from other groups in our Shire. 

The upcoming training opportunities 
include: 

Good Group Governance – Learn the 
basics of good governance in your 
committee role. 

Smarty Grants 101– Upskill and be 
ready to apply for any grant efficiently 
and effectively.

Attracting and Supporting Volunteers
– Problem solve and workshop ways 
to plan for and recruit new volunteers. 

Head to Council’s website to save 
dates and reserve a spot at any of our 
upcoming training sessions. 

For more information about each 
event and to register your place, 
please visit: 
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
communitytraining 

Help us shape the future of South Gippsland by 
providing feedback for the South Gippsland Shire 
Council Plan and the 2040 Community Vision. 

Your input will help develop key Council documents 
and ensure they meet our community’s needs. 

Chat to us in person at one of the local events or 
Councillor pop-up sessions, or share your thoughts 
online. To view session dates and times and to leave 
your feedback, please visit, 
www.shapingsouthgippsland.com.au 
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LAST week, we bid 
a sad farewell to Ker-
ryn Ellis, who has been 
Chief Executive Offi-
cer at South Gippsland 
Shire Council for five 
years. Kerryn has ac-
complished a lot here, 
and our community 
has benefited from her 
strong leadership during 
this time. She has sup-
ported all Councillors in 
whatever they need and 
provided frank and fear-
less advice when neces-
sary.

While Council searches 
for its next permanent 
Chief Executive Officer, 
Director Performance 
and Innovation Allison 
Jones will be stepping 
up into the role until 
May 3 2025. Director 
Sustainable Infrastruc-
ture Tony Peterson will 
then take over the Acting 
Chief Executive Officer 
role until a permanent 
CEO is appointed.

I look forward to work-
ing closely with both Al-
lison and Tony, and con-
tinuing to achieve great 
results for the South 
Gippsland community.

Community Grants 
Presentation Night

Thank you to every-
one who came along to 
the Community Grants 
Presentation Night last 
Wednesday evening. Six-
teen applicants were 
successful in receiv-
ing a grant from Coun-
cil in Round One of the 
2024/25 Program.

The atmosphere on the 
night was incredible, and 
I received plenty of ex-
tremely positive feedback.

Community Grants 
are a tangible way that 
Council can support and 
celebrate the fantastic 
work of groups across 
South Gippsland, so I 
always enjoy heading 
along to these events.

Don’t forget there is still 
time to get your project 
in for Round Two of the 
Community Grants Pro-
gram for 2024/25. For all 
the information you need 
and to apply, please visit: 
www.southgippsland.vic.
gov.au/grants

Animal Registration 
Renewals Coming 
Soon

In the next few weeks, 
Council will be sending 
out renewal notices for 
pet registrations. So, 
now is the perfect time to 
make sure your details 
are correct.

You can update your 
details with Council by 
visiting: www.south-
gippsland.vic.gov.au/
changedetails

To update the details 
associated with your 
pet’s microchip, please 

visit: www.petaddress.
com.au Simply enter 
their microchip number 
and follow the prompts.

Shaping South 
Gippsland 
engagement

Feedback on the Shap-
ing South Gippsland 
project will be closing 
at the end of February, 
so please make sure you 
make your voice heard 
either online or at one of 
the pop-ups.
This weekend, you can 
find us at the:
•  Rail Trail Community 

Market, Leongatha 
on Sunday, February 
16 between 9am and 
11am.

Councillors will also be 
in the following towns on 
Saturday, February 15:
•  Koonwarra on the Rail 

Trail near the toilet 
between 8.30am and 
9.30am.

•  Dumbalk in Memorial 
Park (Nerrena Road) 
between 10am and 
11am.

•  Mirboo North in 
Baromi Park (oppo-
site the Town Hall) 
between 11.30am and 
12.30pm.
To see where we’ll be 

‘popping up’ next or to 
complete your online 
survey, please visit: www.
shapingsouthgippsland.
com.au

Shout-Outs to 
Councillors

I would like to warmly 
congratulate Councillor 
Nathan Hersey on his 
appointment as Chair 
of One Gippsland. It is 
fantastic to see South 
Gippsland have such a 
prominent seat at the 
table on this Gippsland-
wide advocacy body.

I would also like to 
thank Councillor Brad 
Snell for putting his 
hand up to be involved 
with the Youth Council, 
who ran an extremely 
successful Youth Disco 
event last Friday in Mir-
boo North. It is great to 
see this group being re-
kindled and working so 
hard to share the voices 
of young people with us.

Meeniyan Area 
Community Shop

Community Shops, 
sometimes referred to as 
Op Shops, can be quite a 
hub in a community. The 
Meeniyan Community 
Shop has been running 
for the past 18 years 
and has just ticked over 
$1,000,000 in dona-
tions to local community 
groups. What a fantastic 
achievement!

Congratulations to ev-
eryone involved in this 
great community asset.

Mayor’s 
Message 

Cr John Schelling

Council amalgamation recalled 
with reflections on change

THE CHALLENGES of implement-
ing Jeff Kennett’s radical council 
amalgamation initiative and the com-
munity angst that arose at the time 
were recalled when current South 
Gippsland Shire councillors and 
council staff welcomed a trio who 
played key roles in the process lo-
cally.

As part of the overall restructure 
that entailed dissolving 210 coun-
cils throughout Victoria, creating 78 
new councils through amalgamation, 
South Gippsland Shire Council was 
formed through merging four previ-
ously separate council areas.

Each new Local Government Area 
was headed by commissioners ap-
pointed by the State Government.

Peter Jennings and Garry Lee-
son were commissioners for South 
Gippsland, along with the late Bruce 
Warr, and were joined at Wednesday’s 
amalgamation celebration event in 
the Leongatha Council Chambers by 
Danny Luna who served as Interim 
CEO early in the amalgamation pro-
cess.

It was a chaotic period Danny re-
called.

“We had to quickly get together and 
make sure we could function (as a 
council) and that meant paying staff, 

and paying bills,” Danny said, some-
thing that was no small feat given the 
merger resulted in a payroll number-
ing 410 people.

One challenge was deciding which 
systems to adopt, with the four 
merged councils each having their 
own computer and rating systems.

Reducing the now bloated staffing 
numbers was a more testing task.

“We had to substantially reduce 
that payroll so we lost a lot of good 
people,” Danny said, acknowledging 
some of the pain and angst remained 
for a long time, but offsetting that by 
stressing smaller municipalities such 
as Mirboo would not have survived as 
they were.

Peter, who was then a Giffard 
farmer and Yarram School teacher 
as well as being on the Alberton 
Shire Council, was surprised to 
be chosen as a commissioner after 
responding to an advertisement in 
The Weekly Times.

He recalled an induction meeting at 
Sale for commissioners from across 
Gippsland, noting there was no man-
ual outlining what the role entailed.

“We did the best we could,” Peter 
said, recalling the introduction of 

competitive tendering as one of the 
toughest changes that sprang out of 
amalgamations.

“It was quite a brutal process,” he 
said of staff competing for positions.

Garry, who runs Leeson’s Logging 
and Cartage in Rosedale, was instru-
mental in his role as a commission-
er in reconfiguring the engineering 
and outdoors staff of the new South 
Gippsland Shire Council, his back-
ground with machinery enabling him 
to assess the existing set up and what 
efficiencies needed to be introduced.

He reflected on the overall success 
of amalgamation for towns in South 
Gippsland Shire.

“Challenging as it was, some areas 
very much benefited from the amal-
gamations,” he said, albeit not feeling 
that was the case for Rosedale.

Recent South Gippsland Shire 
councillor Mohya Davies recalled the 
angst in her hometown of Foster at 
the time councils were merged, say-
ing many people locally felt disen-
gaged with the process and the new 
council, then outlining her view 30 
years on.

“We couldn’t have survived, the way 
things are done now, as such a small 
shire,” she said, adding that Foster is 
now thriving.

Recollections of council amalgamation were heard by current councillors on Wednesday. Back row: Councillors 
John Kennedy, Steve Finlay, Bron Beach, Nathan Hersey and Scott Rae. Middle Row: mayor John Schelling, 
councillors Brad Snell, and Clare Williams and deputy mayor Sarah Gilligan. Front Row: Former commissioner 
Garry Leeson, Danny Luna who served as interim CEO of South Gippsland Shire Council at the start of the 
amalgamation period and former commissioner Peter Jennings. A03_0625

By Andrew Paloczi

PATRONS are delighted to be back 
at Korumburra Heated Swimming 
Pool after its January resurfacing, but 
the committee in charge needs more 
people and their fresh ideas.

“We aren’t asking for a lot of your 
time and there is no need to attend to 
the day-to-day operation of the pool,” 
treasurer Noelene Cosson stressed.

The community built, owned and 
run 15 x 7 metre pool opened in 1987 
and is still serving locals well.

The committee is after people with 
the passion to help shape the future 
of the popular facility.

That is intended to ensure it contin-
ues to provide a place for children to 
learn to swim and locals to socialise, 
as well as the opportunity to enjoy 
the benefits of a hydrotherapy pool, 
its temperature maintained at 33 de-
grees.

All community members are wel-
come to use the pool, which operates 

through a membership style arrange-
ment, and it is available for hire or to 
attend walk-in rehabilitation and self-
help sessions.

The pool runs on a low budget, with 
hire charges, membership fees, and 
a small maintenance grant from the 
South Gippsland Shire Council its 
only income.

While the committee arrangement 
has worked well, successfully run-
ning the pool for the last 20 years, 
rising costs and dwindling volunteer 
numbers have driven the need for 
new faces.

Pool users and others in the com-
munity are encouraged to express 
their interest in joining the commit-
tee, helping a valued local asset to re-
main open and viable. 

Please contact Noelene on 0438 551 
605, email korumburraheatedpool@
outlook.com or message bank 5655 
1681.

Keep spruced-up Korumburra Heated Pool thriving

The Korumburra Heated Pool is 
looking good after being resurfaced.
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Call us: 1800 973 776 or 0411 913 776
e: admin@gippslandtotalcare.com.au  |   w: gippslandtotalcare.com.au

Our skilled team genuinely cares about every individual’s journey, 
working closely with families and support co-ordinators to design flexible, 
personalised care plans that promote independence, health and joy in daily life.

Care that comes to you

GIPPSLAND Total Care 
(GTC), a proud local regis-
tered NDIS service provider, 
is transforming the lives of in-
dividuals with disabilities by 
delivering professional, com-
passionate, and personalised 
care. 

Rooted in the mission to 
empower people to live fulfill-
ing, independent lives, GTC’s 
exceptional team goes above 
and beyond to support clients 
in achieving their highest po-
tential.

Owned and managed by ex-
perienced Registered Nurses, 
GTC was established with a 
steadfast commitment to pro-
viding timely, reliable, and em-
pathetic care. 

The team works closely with 
families and support coordi-
nators to design tailored care 
plans that promote indepen-
dence, health, and joy, ensur-
ing every individual receives 
the support they need.

GTC’s multidisciplinary 
team includes Registered 
and Enrolled Nurses, Sup-
port Workers, Social Workers, 
Dietitians, Gardeners, and 
Cleaners, all working togeth-
er to provide comprehensive 

care. This dynamic team of-
fers a wide range of services to 
meet diverse needs, including:

Accommodation Options: 
GTC provides short-term 
and respite accommodation 
(STA), medium-term accom-
modation (MTA), and Sup-
ported Independent Living 
(SIL). Bookings for STA, MTA, 
and SIL are now open in the 
Bass Coast Shire, offering safe 

and supportive environments  
tailored to individual needs.

Travel and Transport: Help-
ing clients attend appoint-
ments, run errands, and stay 
connected to their communi-
ties safely and efficiently.

Household Support: As-
sistance with daily and high-
intensity personal activities, 
ensuring clients can live com-
fortably and independently.

Therapeutic Supports: Ser-
vices designed to promote 
mental and physical well-be-
ing, including in-home nursing 
care such as wound manage-
ment, health monitoring, and 
medication administration.

Community Participation: 
Programs that encourage cli-
ents to engage in learning, cre-
ativity, and social or civic activi-
ties, fostering personal growth 
and community connection.

GTC’s greatest strength lies in 
the dedication and compassion 
of its support workers, who are 
deeply committed to enriching 
the lives of their clients. 

Their innovative and holistic 
approach ensures that every 
individual is valued and em-
powered, creating a positive 
impact not just on clients but 
also on the wider community.

By combining professional-
ism with a genuine care for 
each client’s journey, GTC is 
proud to serve as a trusted 
partner in the region. 

Through their extensive ser-
vices and unwavering dedica-
tion, GTC is helping to create 
brighter futures for individu-
als and the communities they 
call home.

Gippsland Total Care transform the lives of individuals 
with disabilities by delivering professional, compassionate, 
and personalised care.

Gippsland Total Care are empowering independence and enriching lives

WHEN the Chinese government and 
undertakers are warning about the state 
of Victoria’s roads, it is clear we have a 
major problem.

Last week, the Chinese consulate gen-
eral implored Chinese tourists to avoid 
driving by themselves and painted a 
bleak picture of our roads network.

The warning to Chinese tourists was 
stark: “Roads in Victoria are winding 
and some sections of them are not in 
good condition”.

Iconic funeral business Tobin Broth-
ers has gone as far as warning drivers 
about potholes and the dangers of our 
roads in an advertising campaign.

The Liberals and Nationals raised Vic-
toria’s crumbling roads network, and 
the latest embarrassing warnings, in 
Question Time in Parliament last week.

The Minister for Roads and Road 
Safety, Melissa Horne, dodged and 
weaved when asked: “Why has the State 
Government let our roads deteriorate so 
badly that foreign tourists are now being 
warned not to drive on them?”

The Minister could not provide an an-
swer.

There was also no answer forthcom-
ing when the Minister was asked: “With 
foreign governments and undertakers 
warning about the dire condition of Vic-
torian roads, will the Government now 
admit it has failed Victorian motorists?”

Shadow Minister for Roads and Road 
Safety, Danny O’Brien, said Victorians 
deserved answers.

“Our roads have become an inter-
national embarrassment and under-
takers are sending out warnings, yet 
the State Government refuses to take 
action or accept accountability,” Mr 
O’Brien said.

Our roads are 
an international 
embarrassment

Road emergencies spike in rural Victoria
AMBULANCE Victoria data 

on rural road emergencies 
highlights the deteriorating 
state of regional roads and 
the parallel spike in serious 
road trauma. 

The Nationals’ Member for 
Eastern Victoria Region, Meli-
na Bath said the parlous state 
of rural and regional roads is 
a hot topic for her constitu-
ents. 

“It’s no surprise to locals 
that there has been an in-
crease in serious injuries sus-
tained from vehicle crashes 
in rural areas - our regional 
roads are shockingly neglect-
ed by the State Government. 
said Ms Bath. 

“There has been an alarm-
ing surge in the number of 
Ambulance Victoria Code 1 
rural road emergencies. 

“Ambulance Victoria’s an-
nual report shows it attended 
121,551 Code 1 road emer-
gencies in rural Victoria last 
financial year – that’s a shock-
ing 38.5 per cent increase in 
only four years. 

“The flow on effect of in-
creasing road crashes is addi-
tional pressure on our already 
overstretched ambulance ser-
vices and hospital emergency 
departments. 

“Labor cannot ignore the 
fact that these country crash-
es are occurring at a dispro-
portionate rate compared to 
metropolitan Melbourne.” 

Ms Bath said there’s no 
amount of spin that can hide 
the fact Labor has almost 
abandoned road mainte-
nance, while completed works 
are failing in no time. 

“Road maintenance works 
in regional Victoria plum-
meted a staggering 95 per 
cent last financial year under 
the State Government, leaving 
surfaces plagued by potholes, 
crumbling shoulders and 
overgrown reserves. 

“The South Gippsland high-
way at Lang Lang is a prime 
example, it’s been patched 
and failed more times than 
locals care to imagine in the 
past 18 months. 

“While urgent road safety 
upgrades such as the Phillip 
Island Road, San Remo; Le-
ongatha Heavy Vehicle Bypass 
and duplication of Princes 
Way between Warragul and 
Drouin continue to be ig-
nored. 

“Labor can’t manage money, 
can’t manage our roads and 
regional Victorians are paying 
the price.” 

The Nationals Danny O’Brien and Melina Bath have been 
highlighting the deteriorating state of Gippsland roads and 
campaigning for the need for urgent maintenance.

VICTORIAN newborns will now be 
screened for an additional rare and se-
rious genetic disorder to ensure they get 
the treatment and care they need sooner. 

Acting Minster for Health Ingrid Stitt 
announced on January 22 that testing 
for galactosaemia will be included in 
Victoria’s newborn bloodspot screening 
program – run by the Victorian Clinical 
Genetics Services.

Commonly referred to as the ‘heel 
prick test’, the newborn bloodspot 
screening program is designed to help 
parents get their children early treat-
ment for rare health conditions, so they 
can live long, healthy lives.

This latest addition sees the screen-
ing program now test for a total 32 con-
ditions and is offered to parents of all 
newborns within their first 72 hours of 
life, at no cost. 

Galactosaemia is a rare genetic condi-
tion that prevents the body from metab-
olising galactose, a type of sugar found 
in milk and other dairy products. 

Expanding  
newborn screening
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Esso’s oil and gas facilities in 
Bass Strait

Esso Australia Pty Ltd (Esso), a wholly owned subsidiary of 
ExxonMobil Australia Pty Ltd, is committed to operating and decommissioning 
its’ Bass Strait offshore facilities safely and
effectively.

In planning for these activities, Esso is required under the Offshore 
Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 
2023 to prepare an Environment Plan about the risks and impacts 
these activities may have on the environment.

Additionally, Esso is required to identify and consult with relevant 
persons whose functions, interests, or activities may be affected by 
one or more of Esso’s proposed offshore activities.

Community Drop-in

If you’d like to know more about Environment Plans for the 
following:

• Pipeline Network Decommissioning
• Steel Pile Jacket Decommissioning
• Jack Up Rig Plug and Abandonment
• Kipper Sub-Sea Drilling
• Turrum Drilling
• Gippsland Basin Geophysical and Geotechnical

Investigations
• South East Australia Carbon Capture & Storage Project

the Esso Consultation Team will be hosting a community drop in 
between 5.00 pm and 6.00 pm on:

• Wednesday, 29 May 2024 at The Criterion Hotel, Sale, and

• Thursday, 30 May 2024 at Bellevue on the Lakes, Lakes 
Entrance

Please email us at consultation@exxonmobil.com
to register your attendance.

Contact us by email or phone

If these dates and times don’t suit, please feel free to contact us via 
email at consultation@exxonmobil.com to ask a question, raise a 
concern or register your interest to be consulted, or by phone on 03 
9261 0000.

Please connect us with other interested people

If there is anyone you know who may be interested in our activities, 
we encourage you to share this information with them.

To find out more

For more information about Esso’s activities and projects, please go 
to the Esso Consultation Hub at
https://www.exxonmobil.com.au/community-
engagement/local-outreach/consultation-hub or hover and 
click over the QR Code below to take you to the link:

Like to be consulted about these activities?

Please fill in the Esso Consultation Questionnaire (sli.do) in the
Esso Consultation Hub to let us know if you’d like to be consulted or 
have any questions or feedback.

Your feedback and our response will be included in the relevant 
Environment Plan and submitted to the regulator, the National 
Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management 
Authority (NOPSEMA), for acceptance.

Esso’s oil and gas facilities in 
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Esso Australia Pty Ltd (Esso), a wholly owned subsidiary of 
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concern or register your interest to be consulted, or by phone on 03 
9261 0000.

Please connect us with other interested people

If there is anyone you know who may be interested in our activities, 
we encourage you to share this information with them.
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For more information about Esso’s activities and projects, please go 
to the Esso Consultation Hub at
https://www.exxonmobil.com.au/community-
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Community Consultation - decommissioning 
of oil & gas infrastructure in Bass Strait

Esso Australia Resources Pty Ltd (Esso), a wholly 
owned subsidiary of ExxonMobil Australia Pty Ltd, 
is committed to operating and decommissioning 
its Gippsland and Bass Strait facilities safely and 
e� ectively. A  er delivering energy to Australia for 
over 50 years, many of the Bass Strait oil and gas 
fields are now reaching the end of their productive 
life. As planning for decommissioning progresses, 
Esso is focused on safely shutting-down non-
producing facilities and ensuring they stay safe 
throughout the entire decommissioning process. 

Community Information Sessions
If you’d like to know more about plans for 
Decommissioning of platforms and pipelines in 
Bass Strait, the Esso Consultation Team will be 
hosting community information sessions at the 
following locations:

Monday 17 February 2025 - Yanakie
Yanakie Hall
Millar Road, Yanakie

Tuesday 18 February 2025 - Foster
Foster War Memorial Arts Centre
Main Street, Foster

Wednesday 19 February 2025 - Leongatha
Leongatha Memorial Hall
6-8 McCartin Street, Leongatha

Monday 24 February 2025 – Lakes Entrance
On the Wharf Café, Bullock Island
Lakes Entrance

Tuesday 25 February 2025 – Yarram
The Yarram Country Club
322-340 Commercial Road, Yarram

Wednesday 26 February 2025 - Sale
The Criterion Hotel
90 Macalister Street, Sale 

All the above sessions will run from 
5.00pm - 7.00pm with a presentation about 
Esso’s operations with a focus on decommissioning 
projects.

We encourage you to come along and ask 
questions or to raise any concerns you may have. 
Please register your attendance by emailing: 
consultation@exxonmobil.com

If these dates and times don’t suit, please contact 
us at consultation@exxonmobil.com
or by phone on 03 9261 0000.

The Esso Consultation Team will also be 
available to discuss all current activities, 
including:

•  Bass Strait State Waters Environment Plan
• Bass Strait Environment Plan
•  Gippsland Basin Geophysical and 

Geotechnical Investigations Environment 
Plan

•  Jack-Up-Rig Plug & Abandonment 
Revision 1 Environment Plan

•  Turrum Phase 3 Drilling Environment Plan

Like to be consulted 
about these activities?
Esso is working to identify and consult with 
relevant persons [stakeholders] whose 
functions, interests, or activities may be 
a� ected by one or more of Esso’s proposed 
activities.

Complete the Esso Consultation 
Questionnaire (sli.do) in the Esso 
Consultation Hub to let us know if you’d 
like to be consulted or have any questions 
or feedback.

Refer to the NOPSEMA brochure 
Consultation on o� shore petroleum 
environment plans brochure.pdf 
(nopsema.gov.au) to understand more 
about consultation on o� shore petroleum 
environment plans assessed under the 
O� shore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas 
Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023. 

Your feedback and our response will 
be included in the relevant regulatory 
application documentation and submitted 
to the regulator.

Please connect us with 
other interested people
If there is anyone you know who may be 
interested in our activities, we encourage 
you to share this information with them.

To find out more information

Esso’s oil and gas facilities in 
Bass Strait

Esso Australia Pty Ltd (Esso), a wholly owned subsidiary of 
ExxonMobil Australia Pty Ltd, is committed to operating and decommissioning 
its’ Bass Strait offshore facilities safely and
effectively.

In planning for these activities, Esso is required under the Offshore 
Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 
2023 to prepare an Environment Plan about the risks and impacts 
these activities may have on the environment.

Additionally, Esso is required to identify and consult with relevant 
persons whose functions, interests, or activities may be affected by 
one or more of Esso’s proposed offshore activities.

Community Drop-in

If you’d like to know more about Environment Plans for the 
following:

• Pipeline Network Decommissioning
• Steel Pile Jacket Decommissioning
• Jack Up Rig Plug and Abandonment
• Kipper Sub-Sea Drilling
• Turrum Drilling
• Gippsland Basin Geophysical and Geotechnical

Investigations
• South East Australia Carbon Capture & Storage Project

the Esso Consultation Team will be hosting a community drop in 
between 5.00 pm and 6.00 pm on:

• Wednesday, 29 May 2024 at The Criterion Hotel, Sale, and

• Thursday, 30 May 2024 at Bellevue on the Lakes, Lakes 
Entrance

Please email us at consultation@exxonmobil.com
to register your attendance.

Contact us by email or phone

If these dates and times don’t suit, please feel free to contact us via 
email at consultation@exxonmobil.com to ask a question, raise a 
concern or register your interest to be consulted, or by phone on 03 
9261 0000.

Please connect us with other interested people

If there is anyone you know who may be interested in our activities, 
we encourage you to share this information with them.

To find out more

For more information about Esso’s activities and projects, please go 
to the Esso Consultation Hub at
https://www.exxonmobil.com.au/community-
engagement/local-outreach/consultation-hub or hover and 
click over the QR Code below to take you to the link:

Like to be consulted about these activities?

Please fill in the Esso Consultation Questionnaire (sli.do) in the
Esso Consultation Hub to let us know if you’d like to be consulted or 
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For more 
information about 
Esso’s activities 
and other projects, 
please go to the 
Esso Consultation 
Hub at: 
https://corporate.
exxonmobil.com/
locations/australia/
our-approach
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ON SATURDAY February 
22 the annual Foster Show 
is on once again and will 
be a celebration of the past 
year of accomplishments 
and talents in the commu-
nity. 

Bringing people to-
gether from Foster, South 
Gippsland and beyond for 
a fun day of competition, 
this year it is going to be a 
big one.

For those who’ve been 
perfecting their ANZAC 
biscuits, eyeing off their 
signature rose in the gar-
den, or painting the pic-
ture of their dreams, get 
these entries ready for the 
exhibit shed. 

Entries need to be sub-
mitted by 5pm Wednesday 
February 19, online via 
www.fostershow.com, by 
post to PO Box 150, Fos-
ter, 3960; in the entry Box 
at Foster Foodworks, or 
scanned and emailed to 
fostershow@gmail.com. 

The only exception is 
photography entries, 
which are required to be 
submitted on a USB, by 
5pm Friday February 14, 
at Paragreen Real Estate in 
Foster. 

Entry drop off for the 
exhibit shed will occur be-
tween 8am and 1pm on 
Friday February 21, with 
judging commencing from 
2pm. 

Late entries will not be 
accepted. All the details 
for entries can be found via 
the schedule or website at 
www.fostershow.com.

For those looking for 
something fun to enter at 
this year’s show, why not 
try out some of these: ex-
hibiting poultry, with free 
entry for all classes, and 
this includes categories 
for farmyard or backyard 
chooks (and novices can 
show poultry), eggs, and 
even best decorated egg.

Ferret racing - entrants 
don’t even have to do any-
thing. Just email foster-
show@gmail.com with 
their interest to name a 
race or a ferret and have a 
chance to win $1000 prize 
money thanks to SG Of-
froad.

This year there is a 
specific category for the 
bloke’s chocolate cake - 
for the guys with a great 
chocolate cake recipe, 
who might’ve been in the 
shadow of a great baker 
and never had a chance 
to show their talent. But 
be warned, the judges will 
know if grandma has been 
recruited to do it.

Wooden spoon character- 
decorate a wooden spoon. 

This one is for adults and 
kids, so get together on a 
Sunday arvo and get crafty 
with this kitchen utensil.

If any other exhibit cat-
egory appeals, then get 
those entries ready as the 
countdown is on for the 
Foster Show. 

Tickets for show entry 
can be purchased online 
or at the gate. Kids under 
12 are free, kids between 
13-17 are only $5 entry. 
Adult entry is $15, conces-
sion $10. 

Parking spaces near the 
showgrounds get snapped 
up quickly so there will 
be a shuttlebus available 
from: Foster Secondary 
College, VLine Bus Stop 

in town, Foster Vet Clinic 
(Court St) and the Rail 
Trail Car Park.

Do not miss the action at 
the Foster Show, check out 
the timetable for the day, 
or the show day map of the 
grounds via the website. 

Bring the whole family 
for a fun day out and be 
prepared to simply have a 
go. There’s not many op-
portunities left in life to 
learn how to toss a sheaf, 
crack a whip or show a calf 
so make the most of your 
day out at the Foster Show.

The Foster Show is on 
Saturday February 22 at 
the Foster Showgrounds. 
For more information visit: 
www.fostershow.com

Countdown to 
the Foster Show
By Sammy Spark

The Foster Show has fun for the whole family, even 
learn how to crack a whip. Photos: Taylah Clark 
Photography.

Learn how to toss a sheaf at this year’s Foster Show. 
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• Bearings  • Power Transmission  • Fasteners  • Industrial Supplies
LEONGATHAWARRAGUL     13 Endeavour Street - Phone: 03 5623 4444      38 Yarragon Road - Phone: 03 5662 3100

www.ace-industrial.com.au

accud.com.au
Full range:

Splash Proof IP54 Dual Scale Digital Calipers

• Highly accurate glass scale
• USB data output

150 mm Caliper 200 mm Caliper 300 mm Caliper
PN: AC-111-006-11

$129
PN: AC-111-008-11

$179
PN: AC-111-012-11

$269

USB 
DATA OUTPUT

Resolution: 0.01 mm / 005”
Accuracy: ±0.03 mm / 01”

200 mm Digital Combination Ruler
Length: 200 mm
Range: 360°
Resolution: 0.1°

PN: AC-821-008-01

$99
300 mm Digital Combination Ruler
Length: 300 mm
Range: 360°
Resolution: 0.1°

PN: AC-821-012-01

$119

Combination Rulers

100 mm Wide Base Machinist Square
Squareness: (α) 28 μm (β): 30 μm
Base size: 19H x 12W x 70L mm
Blade Thickness: 3 mm

PN: AC-845-004-02

$35

150 mm Wide Base Machinist Square
Squareness: (α) 33 (β): 35 μm
Base size: 25H x 16W x 100L mm
Blade Thickness: 3 mm

PN: AC-845-006-02

$49
200 mm Wide Base Machinist Square
Squareness: (α) 37 μm (β): 40 μm
Base size: 32H x 16W x 130L mm
Blade Thickness: 4 mm

PN: AC-845-008-02

$59

300 mm Wide Base Machinist Square
Squareness: (α) 47 μm (β): 50 μm
Base size: 32H x 19W x 200L mm
Blade Thickness: 4 mm

PN: AC-845-012-02

$95
600 mm Wide Base Machinist Square
Squareness: (α) 75 μm (β): 80 μm
Base size: 50H x 30W x 350L mm
Blade Thickness: 6 mm

PN: AC-845-024-02

$369

Wide Base Machinist Squares (Grade 2)

Nickel Plated 7 Piece Indexable Lathe Tool Sets

$299
PN: H-11-126-T20 PN: H-11-126-T20

$329
PN: H-11-126-T25 PN: H-11-126-T25

$389
PN: H-11-126-T30 PN: H-11-126-T30

12 MM Shank 16 MM Shank

Set of 25

20 MM Shank

PN: H-11-126-T20

• Corrosion resistant Nickel Plating

Each set includes the following 
tool holders, inserts, torx and 
hex wrenches.
Left & Right Handed CCMT
Tool Holders
Neutral & Right Handed 
DCMT Tool Holders
Right Handed WCMT 
Tool Holder
Grooving Tool Holder & 
Threading Tool Holder

Cut-Off & Grooving 
Lathe Tool Sets

Block Blades Parting Inserts PN

12 mm 19 x 2 & 3 mm GTN-2, GTN-3 H-11-262-T15H-11-262-T15 $259
16 mm 26 x 2 & 3 mm GTN-2, GTN-3 H-11-262-T20H-11-262-T20 $289
20 mm 26 x 2 & 3 mm GTN-2, GTN-3 H-11-262-T30H-11-262-T30 $315
25 mm 32 x 3, 4 & 5 mm GTN-3, GTN-4, GTN-5 H-11-262-T35H-11-262-T35 $479

• Corrosion resistant 
Nickel Plating

PN: H-11-262-T30

Kit includes the following 
ranges of tool block, 
blades and 10 inserts

90° APKT Indexable 
End Mill Set

$279
PN: H-11-373-S40 PN: H-11-373-S40

• Set includes an APKT tool 
holder and 20 TiAlN micro-grain 
carbide inserts

• Suited to semi-finishing of 
general purpose steel

Shank Dia: 16 mm
Length: 85 mm
Cutting Dia: 16 mm
Inserts Pockets: 2

1-13 mm HSS Stepped Head Drill Set

• Stepped head provides 
stability in thin materials

• Superior drilling speeds 
over standard drills

• 135° split point tip.

25 piece set includes 
drill bits from 1 to 
13 mm in 0.5 mm
increments

$239
PN: H-512-96-8S2 PN: H-512-96-8S2

Accud Measurement / Harlingen EngineeringHOLIDAYS ARE DONE & DUSTED IT’S BACK 
TO WORK WITH ACE INDUSTRIAL.TO WORK WITH ACE INDUSTRIAL.TO WORK WITH ACE INDUSTRIAL.

7 Steps:
8.0, 10.0, 12.0, 
14.0, 16.0, 18,0 & 
20.0mm

8 - 20mm 

Step Tip Step Cutter

$18500

Code: 9STM8-20DSD

SPECIAL PRICE INC GST

4 - 12mm 

Step Tip Step Cutter

9 Steps:
4.0, 5.0, 6.0, 7.0, 
8.0, 9.0, 10.0, 11.0 & 
12.0mm

$14000

Code: 9STM4-12DSD

SPECIAL PRICE INC GST

• Genuine Alpha Gold Series drill bits
• 135 Split point cuts faster & reduces wandering
• Fully ground M2 HSS increases drill life
• Titanium nitride coating reduces heat & 

increases lubricity for extended life

Alpha Gold Series 

Drill Sets

$241.00Normal RRP $241.00Normal RRP $229.00Normal RRP

$9900

Code: SM25PB

SPECIAL PRICE
INC GST

25 PCE METRIC

$9900

Code: SI29PB

SPECIAL PRICE
INC GST

29 PCE IMPERIAL

$9900

Code: SM25PBB

SPECIAL PRICE
INC GST

25 PCE METRIC

$229.00$229.00Normal RRPNormal RRP

$9900

Code: SM25PBB

SPECIAL PRICE
INC GST

• Genuine Alpha Black Series drill bits
• Ideal for drilling hard ferrous metals

Alpha Black Series 
Drill Sets

Sizes:
4.0 - 13.0mm

16 Piece

Impact Step Tip Drill Set

$28900
SPECIAL PRICE INC GST

Code: SM16ST

GOLD SERIES
METRIC DRILL SET$18900

Code: SM26TP

SPECIAL PRICE INC GST

SITE
READY

26 PIECE
MORE WORKSITE FEATURES & BENEFITS

UPGRADED DESIGN
NEW

Black Panther
Hi-Tensile 
Industrial Snips
7″ red handled snip
• Hi-Tensile  

Stainless Steel 
blades for            
superior durability

Black Panther 
Hi-Tensile Mini 
Snips Gen II
Black/Red Snip
• Top of blade is 

sharpened for 
knife-like action

• Safety sheath 
for protection 
and storage

• Aluminium free

• Set contents:                
2.0-13.0mm

>>>>

Black Panther 
Industrial Snips
8″ black handled snips
• Stainless Steel 

serrated edge 
blades for increased 
cutting capacity

• Ideal for tough                        
sheet materials

$2995

Code: 29-700

SPECIAL PRICE
INC GST

$4700

Code: 29-702

SPECIAL PRICE
INC GST

$2495

Code: 29-701 

SPECIAL PRICE
INC GST

$3500

Code: 29-512

SPECIAL PRICE
INC GST

Black Panther 
Industrial Snips
7″ black handled snips
• Ideal knife 

replacement tool
• Ideal for multiple 

applications from 
thin wire to Kevlar®

200mm 185mm 185mm 150mm

13 Endeavour St, Warragul VIC 3820
Phone: 03 5623 4444

38 Yarragon Rd, Leongatha VIC 3953
Phone: 03 5662 3100

WARRAGUL LEONGATHA

$29900

Code: SM25CO-PROMO

SPECIAL PRICE INC GST

Alpha Cobalt Series 

Drill Sets

• Genuine alpha 8% cobalt 
jobber drill bits

• Superior for drilling stainless 
steel and high tensile steel

PROMOPROMOBUNDLE!BUNDLE!
25   Piece Metric

29   Piece Imperial++

$799.00Normal RRP

$6900

Code: 4401903

SPECIAL PRICE INC GST

19 Pcs D/Blister
Extractor Set Impact 
3/8 Dr 6-19mm

$3500

Code: 9600601

SPECIAL PRICE INC GST

6 Pce
Screwdriver Set

$3900

Code: 04400505

SPECIAL PRICE INC GST

5 Pcs
Extractor Set Impact 
1/2 Dr 19-25mm

$182.00Normal RRP $99.00Normal RRP

$89.00Normal RRP

Save $100

CP141-1

SALE PRICE

$890

Weldmatic 180 MIG, Stick, TIG Welder

• 240V 10A Plug
• Steel, Stainless Steel, 

Aluminium
• 1kg & 5kg Rolls
• 0.6, 0.8, 0.9mm Wire

Bonus 5kg Gasless Wire

R4122LEDLH LED Tail Light 
100mm Left Hand

R1470L LED Plug & Play Wiring Loom 7m

R4122LEDRH LED Tail Light 
100mm inc N/Plate Light R/H

SALE PRICE

$69

$25

$29

P17 Single Phase Air Compressor:     
Belt Drive, 15Amp, 3.5HP, 320LPM

• Bearings  • Power Transmission  • Fasteners  • Industrial Supplies
LEONGATHAWARRAGUL     13 Endeavour Street - Phone: 03 5623 4444      38 Yarragon Road - Phone: 03 5662 3100

00087
SALE PRICE

$2100

K10202

SMD LED Inspection 
Light Lithium-ion HI-VIS

SALE PRICE

$79

EVOLUTION Workshop 
Tool Kit 245 Piece 14 
Drawer (26")

• Features
• 1/4", 3/8" & 1/2" Square Drive
• Metric & Imperial
• 245 Piece
• 14 Drawers
• 8 EVA Trays
• 12 Month Protection Plan

SALE PRICE

$2999
K1226

125mm (5”) VICTOGRAIN125mm (5”) VICTOGRAIN
CC-GRIND ROBUSTCC-GRIND ROBUST

Steel

Stainless Steel
(INOX)

Ultimate Cut-Off Wheels100100 125 1.0X mmX

A/N.: 75650763

$199.00
Sale Price

Each

Australia’s

No.1
Performing
Cut-Off Wheel

BONUS

BONUS
Valued at RRP $59.00

PFERD 3PC PLIER SET

15°-30°
$12.00

Sale Price

Each

A/N.: 64195126

125mm (5”) Ceramic Flap Disc125mm (5”) Ceramic Flap Disc
POLIFAN CO-COOL 40 GritPOLIFAN CO-COOL 40 Grit

$110.00
Sale Price

Each

Value for money, Good stock removal, Popular shapes!

1/4” Shank 1/4” Shank 
MX NCC BURR SETSMX NCC BURR SETS
4pc Set

1 x Cylindrical
1 x Cylindrical Radius
1 x Pointed Tree
1 x Tree Radius

A/N: 75609063

8pc Set
1 x Cylindrical
3 x Cylindrical Radius
1 x Tree Radius
1 x Cone Radius
1 x Pointed Cone
1 x Ball

A/N: 75609064

$240.00
Sale Price

Each

A/N.: 69301064

50mm X 50m 
ECONOMY ROLLSECONOMY ROLLS

$45.00
Sale Price

Each

GRIT A/N
40 47300049
60 47300050
80 47300051

100 47300052
120 47300053
150 47300054
180 47300055
240 47300056
320 47300057

Highly flexible, abrasive option 
suitable for manual grinding on 
all types of materials.

• Significantly reduced noise, 
vibrations & dust

• Fast stock removal without 
applying pressure

• More work with less effort
• No need for flange set

A/N.: 47803249

125mm (5”)125mm (5”)
POLICLEAN PROPOLICLEAN PRO

• Suits face-down grinding
• High flexibility and no clogging
• Suits steel, aluminium, cast iron plastic and 

more
• For coarse cleaning

• Ceramic grain, cool grinding
• High stock removal
• Trimmable plastic backing

$6.00
Sale Price

Each

$20.00
Sale Price

Each

WP-IGEN1250

GEN1250, Inverter Generator

SALE PRICE

$999

 GRAB YOUR COPY OF OUR NEW 
BACK TO WORK

 CATALOGUE IN STORE OR ONLINE

Scan to 
learn more

Introducing 
Sutton Tools 
Modular Accessory 
Storage Solution.

Assorted Sets - Stack-In Stack Packs

S250 S16A

$29.95
Inc. GST

S250 S37A

$65.00
Inc. GST

S250 S33A

$24.95
Inc. GST

S250 S30A

$39.95
Inc. GST

S250 S40A

$55.00
Inc. GST

D501 S08B

$44.95
Inc. GST

S250 S32A

$49.95
Inc. GST

A100 N STMP

$19.95
Inc. GST

S250 S48A

$65.00
Inc. GST

A110HL045

$29.95
Inc. GST

16pc Power Bit
Contents: 

• 50mm - PH1, PH2 (x6), 
PH3, SQ2, HX5 (x2), TX20, 
TX25

•  100mm - PH2 (x2), SQ2

37pc Power Bit/ 
Insert Bit
Contents: 
• 25mm - PH1, PH2 (x6), PH3 

• 50mm - PH1, PH2 (x6), PH3, 
SQ2 (x2), TX20, TX25, HX4, 
HX5 (x2), HX6

• 100mm - PH1, PH2 (x6), PH3 
50mm Nutsetter (1/4", 5/16", 
3/8") , 60mm Magnetic 
Holder, 1/2" Socket Adaptor

33pc Insert Bit 
Contents: 
• PH1, PH2(x4), PH3, PZ1, 

PZ2, PZ3, SQ1, SQ2, SQ3, 
HX3, HX4, HX5, HX6, HS3, 
HS4, HS5, HS6, TX10, 
TX15, TX20, TX25, TX27,  
TX30, TS10, TS15, TS20, 
TS25, TS27, TS30

• 60mm Magnetic Holder

40pc Power Bit
Contents:
• 50mm - PH1 (x2), PH2 (8), 

PH3 (x2), PZ1, PZ2 (x2), PZ3, 
TX10, TX15, 
TX20, TX25 (x2), TX27, 
TX30, TX40, SQ1, SQ2 (x2), 
SQ3, HX4, HX5 (x2), HX6

• 100mm - PH1, PH2 (x2), 
PH3, SQ2 (x2), HX5 (x2)

8pc SupaBore 
Stack-In Stack 
Packs
Contents: 
• 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, 25, 

32mm

32pc Power Bit
Contents: 
• 50mm - PH1, PH2 (x6), PH3, 

PZ1, PZ2 (x2), PZ3, SQ1, 
SQ2 (x2), SQ3, 
HX4, HX5 (x2), HX6, TX15, 
TX20, TX25, TX30

• 100mm - PH1, PH2 (x2), 
PH3, SQ2 (x2), HX5 (x2)

Stack Tub

48pc Power/ 
Insert Bit
Contents:
• 25mm - TX10, TX15, TX20, 

TX25 (x2), TX27, TX30, TX40, 
TS10, TS15, TS20, TS25, 
TS30, HS4, HS5, HS6

• 50mm - PH1, PH2 (x6), PH3, 
SQ1, SQ2 (x2), SQ3, HX4, 
HX5, HX6, TX10, TX15, TX20, 
TX25 (x2), TX27, TX30, TX40

• 100mm - PH1, PH2 (x6), PH3

Tool Lanyard
• For tethering tools to work 

belts for height safety.

• Compatible 
for use with 
Stack-In, 
Stack Pack Cases.

• Capacity: 4.5 kg

Stack Studs

Robust Design

Folding Handle

Cross System 
Compatible

30pc Power Bit/ 
Insert Bit
Contents: 
• 25mm - TX15, TX20, TX25, 

TX30, TS15, TS20, TS25, 
TS30

• 50mm - PH1, PH2 (x2), PH3, 
PZ1, PZ2 (x2), PZ3, SQ1, SQ2 
(x2), 
SQ3, HX4, HX5 (x2), HX6

• 100mm - PH2 (x3), SQ2, HX5, 
60mm Magnetic Holder

SupaTorq sets a new standard for fastener driving in 
trade and industrial applications.

macnaught.com

ACE INDUSTRIAL

TERMS & CONDITIONS: Stock subject to availability. No other customer discounts apply. Promotion is valid from 
1st February 2025 - 30th April 2025. Warranty subject to Macnaught Terms & Conditions. ©Macnaught Pty Ltd, 
2025. Standard minimum order for delivery applies.

R3 GARDEN WATER 
HOSE REELS
• RetracataFLEX hybrid 
polymer hose

• Maximum working 
pressure: 150 psi

• Superior flexibility 
& Kink-free under 
pressure

• Supplied with quick 
connect fittings and 
garden nozzle

FLEXIGUN PISTOL GRIP 
GREASE GUN 450G
K29-01
• Delivery 
pressure up to 
10,000 psi

• Flexible 
300mm (12”) 
high pressure 
extension hose

• Maximum viscosity - 
Up to NLGI 2

LEVERGUN® 450G 
GREASE GUN
K45-01
• Delivery pressure 
up to 12,000 psi

• Up to 1.5g per shot
• Maximum viscosity - 
Up to NLGI2

• Supplied with 
150mm steel 
extension and KY 
coupler

BATTERY OPERATED
GREASE GUN
PG450 
• Dispenses up to 12x Grease 
Cartridges per charge free flow

• 2 x 18V 3.0Ah Lithium-ion 
Rechargeable Battery Packs 
included

ALL PURPOSE 
OIL TRANSFER 
PUMP
MAOP20
• Suits between 
20L - 25L drums 
via suction tube 
extender

• 1.8m long delivery 
hose with delivery 
tube and pump 
drain back facility

BOP 20L 
STARTER KIT 
BP20S-UNA
• Pump stem, 
Power Head, 
1.5m Hose and 
gun assembly, 
battery pack 
and charger 
included in 
starter kit

BOP 20L
STEM KIT
BP20X-UNA
• Pump stem, 
1.5m Hose and 
gun assembly only

• Suitable for 
engine oil, gear oil, 
hydraulic oil (oils 
up to SAE140 
viscosity)

MULTI-
PURPOSE GEAR 
OIL PUMP
C7-01
• Pump output: 
100ml/ Stroke

• Suitable for 
15-25L drums

• Kerosene, two 
stroke mix, 
lubricating oils 
up to SAE140

MDT POLY DIESEL TANKS  
• Equipped with premium 
quality 12V Electric diesel 
pump kit

• Delivers flow rate of up to 
40 LPM

• 3/4” x 4m delivery hose
• Anti static hose 

ROTARY VANE FUEL 
PUMP WITH HOSE
L-RPH
• Delivers up to 20 LPM 

(250ml per rev)
• Suitable for diesel, 

kerosene and mineral oils 
up to SAE90

• 1.8m long delivery hose 
with delivery nozzle

LUBEMATE QUICK RELEASE 
GREASE COUPLER
• Delivers pressure up to 10,000 psi
• 1/8” BSP (F) inlet

MDT200L MDT300L MDT400L

$1,390

$550.00 $200.00

$150.00

$250.00 $430.00

$375.00 $375.00 $350.00

$365.00 $390.00

$115.00 $570.00

$170.00 $75.00

$1,650 $1,900 $150.00

$60.00

$40.00

R3 COMPRESSED
AIR/WATER REELS
• Hybrid polymer hose
• Max working pressure: 
250 psi

• Maximum temperature: 
60°C

• Inlet - 3/8” BSP (F)
• Durable

R3 AUSSIE GARDEN REEL
• Hybrid Polymer Hose
• Maximum working pressure: 
150 psi

• Trigger Nozzle with 7 
adjustable spray patterns

• UV Stabilised, impact 
resistant case

C1 SAFETY 
BARRIER REEL
C1BYB5025Y 
YELLOW/BLACK 
TAPE
• 25 m tape length for 
larger barriers

• Tape Lock Off 
function to maintain 
barrier tape tension

• 48mm x 25m Tape

C1 ELECTRICAL 
CABLE REEL
C1EC10A20D-AU 
10A X 20M 
• Automatic spring 
rewind

• Thermal overload 
protection 

• 1.5 metre feed cable
• SAA: AS/NZS 3105 
Compliant

DR425P-03 
1/2” x 25m Beige

DR425G-03 
1/2” x 25m Green

DR425YG-03 
1/2” x 25m - Yellow/Green

AW320B-01 
3/8” x 20m

AW420B-01 
1/2” x 20m

L-QRCXL (LONG NOSE)

L-QRC (BSP)

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

PowerCoil WORK SHOP KITS
SALE PRICE

$295
EA

3520-WK1  Metric 5,6,8,10,12mm     
3532-WK1  UNC 1/4,5/16,3/8,7/16,1/2” 
3534-WK1  UNF 1/4,5/16,3/8,7/16,1/2”

INC. GST

$59.00

S6066

150MM SWING TYPE 
JOCKEY WHEEL
•   Adjustable height between 540- 850mm.
• 350kg Safe Working Load (on flat level surface)
• 150mm wheel diameter

INC. GST

$72.00

S8026

200MM SWING TYPE 
JOCKEY WHEEL
• Adjustable height between 600- 890mm.
• 400kg Safe Working Load (on flat level surface)
• 200mm wheel diameter

INC. GST

$89.00

S1073

250MM SWING TYPE 
JOCKEY WHEEL
• Adjustable height between 650- 910mm.
• 400kg Safe Working Load (on flat level surface)
• 250mm wheel diameter

INC. GST

$85.00

TJS005

HEAVY DUTY TRAILER 
JOCKEY STAND
• Adjustable height between 410- 660mm.
• 400kg Safe Working Load (on flat level surface)
• 250mm wheel diameter

Ideal for use on caravans, campers, boat trailers and other 
trailers used for transporting goods for leisure or business.JOCKEY WHEELS

INC. GST

$440.00

FPR007

FOLDING PLATFORM 
TROLLEY WITH PNEUMATIC 
WHEELS
• Platform size: 920(L) x 610(W)mm.
• 200kg Safe Working Load
• 200mm pneumatic wheels (x4)

INC. GST

$199.00

KTR002

INC. GST

$215.00

KTR003

PNEUMATIC

PUNCTURE PROOF

KEG TROLLEY
• Rubber grip handles for 

increased operator comfort.
• 150kg Safe Working Load
• Twin hook design makes it 

suitable for use with 
common styles of 50L 
kegs used across 
Australia.INC. GST

$110.00

PFR024

GREY FOLDING 
PLATFORM TROLLEY
• Platform size: 740(L) x 468(W)mm.
• 200kg Safe Working Load
• 100mm wheel diameter

INC. GST

$19.00

R4043

RIGID FRAME CASTOR 
WITH 100MM REBOUND 
RUBBER WHEEL
• 150kg Load capacity
• 100mm wheel diameter

INC. GST

$25.00

S4042

SWIVEL FRAME CASTOR 
WITH 100MM REBOUND 
RUBBER WHEEL
• 150kg Load capacity
• 100mm wheel diameter

RUBBER WHEEL

INC. GST

$39.00

S4042B

SWIVEL & BRAKE FRAME CASTOR 
WITH 100MM REBOUND 
RUBBER WHEEL

• 150kg Load capacity
• 100mm wheel diameter

RUBBER WHEEL

100mm wheel diameter

SALE PRICESALE PRICESALE PRICE

$295$295$295
EAEA

www.aceindustrial.auwww.aceindustrial.au

PILOT of the Flying Fluff, Simone 
Dawson made a life changing friend; 
a friend who lost her battle to stage 4 
metastatic cancer, and in memory, Sim-
one is determined to raise funds for the 
Love Your Sister charity and in doing so 
welcomes the community to be part of 
the Birdman Rally 2025. 

In support of the charity fundraiser, 
The Wonthaggi Club are behind Simone 
and generously making a donation from 
every parmigiana and new membership 
from now until February 14.

Then kicking off on February 15, Sim-
one welcomes the community to Won-
thaggi Power from 11am until 2pm for 
a day filled with fun and laughter. “It’s 
a day to celebrate community spirit and 
support a great cause as we get behind 
our team the Flying Fluff who are com-
peting in this year’s Birdman Rally. 

“We are excited to have Jess Geyer per-
form for us. She is honoured to play for 
an event that raises money for a charity 
that gives 100% of donations received to 
research!” said Simone. 

So, get ready for a day filled with enter-
tainment, food, and drinks, all for a great 
cause. Each ticket includes a $10 dona-
tion to charity, entertainment, nibbles 
throughout the event and your chance to 
be a winner of the major door prize. 

“Drinks are available for purchase 
with $1 from every drink sale going to 
charity, so mark your calendars and get 
ready to make a difference!” 

The day event is for all ages, but into 
the night, Simone welcomes over 18’s 
for the Love Your Sister Birdman Rally 
charity night featuring 820 Door Jams. 

“Come dance the night away,” said 
Simone.

“The band are so honoured to be a 
part of this community event. Love Your 
Sister is such an amazing charity with 
a focus on improving treatment for re-
gional and rural Australia.

“We will also auction off the last two 
wristbands for the family and friends spot 

so that you can get up close to all the ac-
tion on the Yarra for the Birdman Rally.” 

Love Your Sister is Australia’s hard-
est-working cancer vanquishing char-
ity, and since its inception in 2012 has 
raised $20 million for medical research. 

On March 1, at the Cally, join the com-
munity for a night of music, laughter, 
and giving back. High End Riff Raff are 
out to make it a night that you will never 
forget with awesome pub rock covers. 
As the band says, “We are all touched 
by cancer. We love that this event brings 
people together to celebrate and raises 
money for such an incredible charity. 
We know Sam has won the Birdman be-
fore so we hope that Simone can do the 
same in 2025.”

Before the gig, make a booking and 
enjoy one of our amazing pizza specials 
or enjoy a cheeky drink or two. Entry to 
the event from 8pm by donation. Each 
donation gives you the chance to win 
the following prizes: 
• 1st: $150 meal voucher. 
• 2nd: $100 meal voucher.
• 3rd: $50 meal voucher. 
• �4th, 5th, 6th: Free drink door prize to 

be drawn after the first set by the Fly-
ing Fluff ’s Pilot Simone and the bril-
liant staff of the Cally. “We will also 
have a special live auction after the 
second set,” said Simone. 
Then looking on to March 9 from 11am 

until 2pm, Simone invites the community 
to join at Wonthaggi Power to cheer on the 
local team at the Birdman Rally 2025! 

“This serious fun is for a good cause, 
with our own Wonthaggi team, the Fly-
ing Fluff, raising money and awareness 
for Love Your Sister. 

“We’ll be live streaming the event so 
you can watch all the action. Get ready 
to witness some amazing flights and hi-
larious crashes as competitors take the 
plunge off the platform in their home-
made flying machines.” 

All tickets available via: www.event-
brite.com

Pilot of the Flying Fluff, Simone Dawson is taking the fundraiser higher than 
before, raising funds in Wonthaggi for the Love Your Sister charity, in memory of 
a dear friend who lost her fight against metastatic cancer. 

Help the Flying Fluff raise 
funds for Love Your Sister

FEBRUARY will see the return of the 
infamous jazz ensemble Peter Gaudion’s 
Blues Express. When they played locally 
in 2024 there was a sell-out crowd and 
this is expected to be the case again. 

This brilliant group contains some of 
the most sought after musos in Australia, 
namely Peter Gaudion on trumpet and 
vocals who has played with The Syncopa-
tors since day one. Ash Gaudion on alto 
sax and vocals.  His passion for music 
shines through in his soulful saxophone 
playing and captivating vocals. Bob Sed-
ergreen on keyboards has been described 
as the world’s best blues pianist and he is 
a prolific writer of jazz tunes. 

James Clark plays bass with The Synco-
pators and Shuffle Club and he is much 
sought after for gigs. Rod Gilbert is a reg-
ular drummer with the Syncopators and 
Shuffle club. His version of “Of Now You 
Have Jazz” from the film High Society is 
worth a listen on its own. It will be great 
to hear Jacki Gaudion sing as she is a 
quality vocalist who performs with many 
bands.

Sunday February 16, 2pm - 4.30pm at 
the Phillip Island Bowling Club, 40 Dun-
smore Rd, Cowes.

For more information contact: Jill Boyce 
on 0417 416 300 or Geoff Taylor on 0409 
948 613.

Peter Gaudion’s Blues Express returns
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THE NATIONALS’ Melina Bath 
has called for ongoing funding for 
Gippsland’s ‘homelessness and rough 
sleeping action plan’ and a new team of 
six Assertive Outreach workers to sup-
port vulnerable individuals.

In state parliament, Ms Bath said fund-
ing for the program lapses in June and 
agencies such as Gippsland Homeless-
ness Network have identified its value in 
making a difference.

“Not a week goes by that someone 
doesn’t raise concerns with me about the 
increase in homelessness in eastern Vic-
toria - it’s widespread and heartbreak-
ing,” said Ms Bath.

“The cost of living crisis, housing 
stress, housing affordability and the 
shrinking rental market is forcing more 
people onto the streets or into their cars.

“We have tents beside the freeway, on 
the banks of waterways, under bridges, 
individuals living in bus shelters, park 
benches, even a public rotunda serves as 
a makeshift home – it’s tragic.

“Gippsland is crying out for Assertive 
Outreach workers to proactively engage 
with people – and bring them to an entry 
point for assistance.”

Ms Bath said the State Government’s 
inability to deliver social and affordable 
homes has exacerbated the issue and 
added to the hardship of individuals and 
families.

“The State Government promised to 
build 175 public houses in Gippsland, 
instead it has only delivered headlines 
instead of homes and timeframes.

“Local advocates want better service 
coordination, increased housing supply 
as well as mental health supports and 
increased resources to reduce domestic 
violence and crime.”

SMCT takes over management of  
San Remo and Wonthaggi cemeteries

MANAGEMENT of the San 
Remo and Wonthaggi cemeter-
ies has been transferred from 
Bass Coast Shire Council to the 
Southern Metropolitan Cem-
eteries Trust (SMCT).

Welcoming San Remo and 
Wonthaggi cemeteries into the 
SMCT family of cemeteries 
and memorial parks Southern 
Metropolitan Cemeteries Trust 
thanked those who had worked 
over the years to support the 
Bass Coast community at these 
sites.

“We look forward to explor-
ing a legacy of history, reflection 
and compassion at these sites 
and will continue to work close-
ly with community and stake-
holders to understand their 
unique needs and to provide a 
seamless transition for families 
and the local community,” said 
SMCT.

The decision to transfer man-
agement of the sites from Bass 
Coast Shire Council has been 
supported by the State Govern-
ment.

The voluntary transfer means 
that responsibility for San 
Remo and Wonthaggi cemeter-
ies now sits with SMCT which 
will apply its existing knowledge 
in cemetery and horticultural 
management to support the lo-
cal community and families.

Bass Coast Shire Council de-
termined the community would 
benefit from the voluntary 
transfer of the cemeteries to a 

specialist organisation such as 
SMCT.

SMCT says the change of 
management means families 
will have access to a broader 
range of services and programs, 
customer services, and a com-
passionate understanding of 
cemetery management.

Burial services will be sup-
ported on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days when a member of SMCT’s 
expert team will be on hand in 
person to support funeral di-
rectors and ensure the safe and 
respectful internment of loved 
ones.

SMCT will look after the 

grounds and services provided 
at the cemeteries and families 
will retain responsibility for 
looking after their family me-
morial.

Any pre-existing memorial 
purchases or service agree-
ments will be honoured by 
SMCT.

Members of SMCT operations 
and customer experience teams 
have visited both sites on mul-
tiple occasions since the volun-
tary transfer was flagged and 
remain open to continued en-
gagement with the community, 
council and other stakeholders.

Current fees and purchases 

will be honoured, and no deci-
sion will be made on pricing or 
other elements of management 
until SMCT has a stronger un-
derstanding of the local com-
munity and on-site needs.

Enquiries regarding existing 
or new burials, funerals and 
management of Wonthaggi or 
San Remo cemeteries can be 
directed to SMCT on 1300 466 
904 or via email to enquiries@
smct.org.au

For further information on 
the San Remo and Wonthaggi 
cemeteries go to smct.org.
au/sanremo or smct.org.au/ 
wonthaggi

Con Rodas Chief Operations Officer Southern Metropolitan Cemeteries Trust (SMCT) 
B02_0625

THE FORREST Caves beach 
stairway will be closed for a 
number of weeks as upgrades 
resume after the busy summer 
period. 

Access to the beach remains 
available for beachgoers via the 
nearby Bruce Avenue access 
track. 

The Nature Parks and local 
contractors are upgrading the 
main beach access stairs follow-
ing previous strengthening work 
undertaken due to erosion. 

Phillip Island Nature Parks 
General Manager Infrastructure 
and Planning, Jarvis Weston, 
said the closure was neces-
sary to allow for stage 2 works 
which include demolition of the 
northern stairway ahead of con-
struction. It is expected to take 
between six and eight weeks, 
possibly through the April 
school holidays”.  

An aerial delivery of build-
ing materials by helicopter is 

planned for 27 February. 
“We are carefully planning for 

an aerial delivery of new mate-
rial and the removal of demol-
ished material from the existing 
northern stairway on the same 
day to minimise any impact on 
the environment,” Mr Weston 
said. 

“This approach ensures the 
sensitivities of the dune site are 
maintained and work can be 
conducted safely and efficiently.” 

“Importantly, our construc-
tion timeline means there will 
be limited work undertaken 
through the short-tailed shear-
water fledgling period, which 
usually starts in late April when 
they commence their migration 
north,” Mr Weston said. 

The third stage of the project 
to the southern stairway is due 
to start in mid-May. A second 
helicopter lift has been sched-
uled after the shearwaters de-
part. 

Forrest Caves car park and beach stairway closed for upgrades

The main beach access stairs to Forrest Caves will be 
upgraded because of impacts from erosion. 

Bath calls for funding 
to address Gippsland’s 

homelessness crisis

HOMELESSNESS Australia welcomes 
the Federal Government’s renewed focus 
on addressing homelessness among Aus-
tralians with disabilities, as outlined in 
the revised national Disability Strategy.

“The inclusion of a dedicated homeless-
ness priority area in the revised national 
disability plan, and introduction of the 
Targeted Action Plan for 2025-2027 on 
Inclusive Homes and Communities is an 
important step to address a major prob-
lem,” said Homelessness Australia CEO 
Kate Colvin.

“This recognises the enormous barriers 
faced by people with disabilities in ac-
cessing safe and affordable housing that 
meets their needs.

“People with poor mental health and 
psychosocial disabilities often need 
support to sustain their housing, and a 
home they can afford, but neither sup-
port, nor low-cost housing is available. 
This is why we continue to see people 
with psychosocial disability and other 
complex needs becoming trapped in 
homelessness or in exploitative and un-
safe housing conditions.”

Combating disability 
homelessness



SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES   |   TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2025   |   17    

Amber
Creek
Sawmill

Dan: 0428 446 967
timber@ambercreek.com.au

www.ambercreeksawmillling.au

Amber
Creek
Sawmill

ITS MORE THAN 
JUST WOOD TO US 

x Dan on 0428 446 967
s timber@ambercreek.com.au
Open:  Mon to Wed 8am to 4pm
155 Mackins Road, Fish Creek

EXPLORE OUR RANGE OF STAKES 
Made from structural timber production offcuts 
our stakes have strength and integrity to use in  
many ways from gardening to sign stands.
Retail/wholesale welcome.

ME0211-V3

Newhaven College is offering Academic Scholarships for applicants 
entering Year 7 in 2026. Tests will be held at the College Sat 1 March 
2025. Applications are now open and close Mon 24 February 2025.

Year 7  2026 
Academic Scholarships

1770 Phillip Island Road 
Phillip Island, Victoria 

newhavencol.vic.edu.au

All enquiries should be directed to our Admissions Officer Bec Anderson on 
03 5956 7505 or email bec.anderson@newhavencol.vic.edu.au

MARINUS Link (ML) will be 
holding an Industry Briefing 
in Leongatha where interested 
parties can meet the shortlist-
ed proponents in ML’s major 
civil construction tender and 
learn more about the project.

These sessions  provide an 
opportunity for contractors 
and suppliers  to receive a 
project update from ML lead-
ers, connect with represen-
tatives from ML’s shortlisted 
proponents and hear from 
key industry agencies includ-
ing the Industry Capability 
Network (ICN). 

Marinus Link is a proposed 
undersea and underground 
electricity and data intercon-
nector between North West 
Tasmania and the Latrobe 
Valley in Victoria, enabling the 
flow of more electricity and 
data in both directions. 

The project includes high 
voltage direct current cables, 
fibre optic cables, a commu-
nications station, and con-
verter stations at each end - 
at Heybridge in Tasmania and 
Hazelwood in Victoria. 

The project’s cables span 
345 kilometres (km). This 
includes 255 km of undersea 
cables across Bass Strait and 
90 km of underground cables 
in Gippsland, Victoria.   

The project is now conduct-
ing a major civils and con-
struction tender called the 
‘Balance of Works’ and has 
shortlisted two proponents 
and covers onshore civil and 
installation works, including 
constructing the converter 
station buildings and the land 
cable civil works. 

This is the final step be-
fore ML will have secured all 
three major equipment and 
installation contracts for the 
project’s first stage, with con-
struction set to commence in 
2026.

The shortlisted proponents 
have entered a ‘development 
phase’ which has commenced 
a competitive and collabora-
tive process. 

Subcontractors and suppli-
ers are being strongly encour-
aged to participate during 
this phase as the proponents 
develop and respond to ML’s 
Request for Offer.

Register via Humanitix for 
the Marinus Link Industry 
Briefing being held on Thurs-
day February 20, 10 am - 
12.30pm at the Leongatha 
Memorial Hall, 6-8 McCartin 
Street, Leongatha. 

Marinus Link 
Industry 
Briefing

Men’s Shed receives sustainability  
grant to boost solar energy

THE Sandy Point Men’s Shed 
have successfully secured a 
$19,050 grant to enhance their 
renewable energy capabilities and 
support their community elec-
tric bus. The funding, which was 
awarded through the Founda-
tion for Rural Regional Renewal 
(FRRR) will help to expand the 
solar array at the Men’s Shed and 
install a battery-ready inverter, 
setting the stage for future energy 
storage upgrades.

Treasurer of the Sandy Point 
Men’s Shed, Phil Cornwell said 
the grant comes after the group 
initially applied for a larger fund-
ing round through the FRRR pro-
gram, hoping to include a battery 
storage system alongside expand-
ed solar panels. While they were 
not successful in securing that 
larger grant, the group was en-
couraged to apply for the smaller 
round and ultimately succeeded 
in their bid for the $19,050 fund-
ing. 

“The funds will go toward in-
creasing the size of the existing 
solar array, which has been gen-
erating renewable energy for the 
facility, and installing an inverter 
that is compatible with future 
battery storage,” said Phil. 

This upgrade ensures the group 
can better charge their electric 
community bus using clean, re-
newable energy as well as assist 
the Men’s Shed to be up and run-
ning in the case of a power out-
age. The group’s long-term goal is 
to maximise solar energy use, re-
duce their carbon footprint, and 

ensure the bus can be efficiently 
charged to serve the community.

The Sandy Point Community 
Bus is not only used for the Men’s 
Shed; it is just housed at the 
Men’s Shed with an e-charging 
point on Ocean View Parade. “The 
e-bus is a shuttle service that’s 
available to the entire community, 
it’s run by a group of dedicated 
volunteers who are committed to 
providing safe and comfortable 
transportation for residents and 
visitors in Sandy Point,” Phil ex-
plained. 

“The e-Bus is currently on a 
two-year trial,” Phil noted. 

“It was funded through state 

and federal funding and Latrobe 
University are doing the study on 
its adoption and use. We’re hop-
ing at the end of the two-year trial 
that we’ve demonstrated that we 
have a genuine need for it and 
that it’s being used productively.” 

The Men’s Shed has already 
made strides toward sustain-
ability, with an earlier solar in-
stallation funded by a grant from 
Bendigo Bank. As the Men’s Shed 
looks for additional funding op-
portunities, the community group 
remains committed to expanding 
their sustainable energy use. 

“We’re looking ahead,” said 
Phil. “This grant sets us on the 

right path.” 
Sarah Matthee, Climate Solu-

tions Portfolio Lead at FRRR, 
said that the Community Led 
Climate Solutions program em-
powers local people to lead local 
climate solutions. 

“Local NFPs and community or-
ganisations want to play a bigger 
role in creating sustainable and 
enduring climate solutions for 
their communities. This program 
responds to that need. 

“The intent is to empower 
and enable communities to lead 
change, by innovating and re-
sponding to local opportunities 
and challenges.” 

NEWHAVEN College considers 
the needs of every child as they 
make a ‘new start’ at whichever 
year level they join the school. 
Year 7 is primarily the year when 
academic expectations and the 
social pressures of school really 
step up a notch. The College’s 
House structure and pastoral 
care focus are designed to pro-
vide support and encouragement 
every step of the way.

As students progress through 
the Middle and Senior Schools, 
the College’s ethos of mutual 
respect between teachers and 
students becomes more appar-
ent. A high standard of academic 
achievement is actively encour-
aged, with alternate pathways 
provided along the way. Catering 
to individual differences among 
students places great importance 
on each student being known 
and their needs met. 

The Year 7 curricular and co-
curricular program is designed 
to strengthen each student’s self-
esteem and sense of community 
equipping them with the qualities 
required for their senior years at 
school and beyond.  Every stu-
dent is encouraged to embrace 
new experiences and immerse 
themselves in college life by par-
ticipating in the entire program. 
Students build self-confidence 
and a team spirit, during their 
time at Newhaven College.

Year 7 Scholarships are on 
offer for students entering Ne-
whaven College in 2026. See de-
tails on the College website. 

Families are invited to attend 
Newhaven College’s Open Day 
on Saturday, March 15, 2025, 
between 10am and 2pm. Book 
via the website. For enrolment 
enquiries please contact Bec An-
derson on 5956 7505.

The Year 7 curricular and co-curricular program is designed to 
strengthen each student’s self-esteem and sense of community 
equipping them with the qualities required for their senior years 
at school and beyond.

A strong foundation for success at Newhaven College

The Foundation for Rural Regional Renewal (FRRR) granted the Sandy Point Men’s Shed with 
$19,050 towards sustainable, clean, green community transport. 
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Harnessing the power of offshore wind together.

Gippsland Skies invites you to  
attend our February community 
consultation sessions.  

Come along to meet the team,  
share your feedback and learn about 
the planned marine investigations 
in the Feasibility Licence Area 
and proposed cable corridors. We 
will discuss how health, safety, 
environment and infrastructure integrity 
will be managed.

It was great to meet and listen to 
community members at our initial 
drop-in sessions in July 2024. We 
look forward to seeing you again  
in February.

FOSTER  
Sat 15 February, 9am—12 midday 
Foster War Memorial Arts Centre 

SANDY POINT 
Sat 15 February, 1pm—3pm  
Sandy Point Community Centre

FISH CREEK 
Thurs 20 February, 4pm—6pm 
Fish Creek Memorial Hall 

Can’t make it in person? 
Scan the QR code to  
visit our website and 
learn more about 
Gippsland Skies.

Find out more about 

53km 
Cape 

Liptrap 30km 
Wilsons 

Promontory

Declared Area

Feasibility 
Licence 

Area

Community Enterprise Foundation

The Inverloch Community Grants Program is a management account of the Community Enterprise Charitable Fund ABN 12 102 649 968 (the Fund), The Bendigo Centre, Bendigo VIC 3550. Sandhurst
Trustees Limited ABN 16 004 030 737 AFSL 237906, a subsidiary of Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL 237879, is the trustee of the Fund. 1409006-1409008 OUT_43152208
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A Community Grant can support your organisation
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Visit the branch to Þnd out more.
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A Community Grant can support your organisation
when it needs it the most.
Applications open Friday 21 February 2025. 
Closes 31 March 2025.

Visit the branch to find out more.

Inverloch and District Community 
Bank supporting local initiatives

THE INVERLOCH and Dis-
trict Community Bank is now 
open for applications for 2025 
community grants and spon-
sorships.

The branch, set up some 19 
years ago, is owned by share-
holders with strong local con-
nections and has a fundamental 
goal of returning most profits 
back into the community. This 
is achieved through the com-
munity grants and sponsorship 
program which supports local 
organisations, events, projects 
and initiatives. 

As the only bank in town the 
community bank has contribut-
ed nearly $650,000 since its in-
ception towards a large number 
and diverse range of communi-
ty-based initiatives proposed by 
a broad spectrum of organisa-
tions, all wanting to improve 
their community.

During this time the bank 
has supported organisations 
such as Bass Coast Health, In-
verloch Carols, Inverloch and  

Venus Bay Surf Lifesaving 
Clubs, Inverloch Arts Show, 
South Gippsland Yacht Club, 
the Inverloch Primary School, 
Tarwin District lifestyle festival, 
Bass Coast Cycle, Inverloch-
Kongwak Football and Netball 
Club, the Leongatha Golf Club 
and many others.   

Previously applicants would 
apply for funds on an  ad hoc  
basis, it is now streamlined 
into specific funding rounds. 
The first round of funding will 
open on February 21, 2025, 
and close on March 31, 2025. 
The second round will be in the 
later part of this year. (Date to 
be announced).

 It is important that appli-
cants understand the need to 
apply well in advance for when 
funds are needed to enable both 
the bank and applicant to maxi-
mise the use of funding, said 
Bank Chair, Mark McCormack

 We are excited to call on 
organisations from our com-
munity to seek funding for a  

worthwhile initiative that will 
benefit the community. It is why 
we exist as a bank in Inverloch, 
he said.

Mr McCormack said that the 
application process would re-
main the same with all applica-
tion forms to be sourced from 
the bank in Williams Street, In-
verloch.

All applicants must be cus-
tomers of the bank, or poten-
tial customers, and must also 
be part of the Inverloch and/
or surrounding communities; 
events and sponsorships must 
be locally based.

Other mandatory require-
ments are detailed on the appli-
cation forms.

 As the only bank in Inver-
loch we are an integral part of 
the community, and we take 
great pride in being able to as-
sist where we are able. Our staff 
and the Board look forward to 
the next 12 months and encour-
age all local organisations to ap-
ply , he said.

Community grant applications are now open through the Inverloch and District Community 
Bank. 

President of the Leongatha Community Garden Neil Barrett has 
put a call out for a catchy name for their new supersized composter. 
ob01_0625

Competition to name supersized composter
THE LEONGATHA Community 

Garden (LCG) have been the lucky 
recipients of a supersized composter 
and they need help naming the be-
hemoth. LCG recently unveiled their 
newly renovated machine which 
boasts a whopping 1770 litres of 
composting power. 

It is a fibre glass tube that is three 
metres long and 1.5 metres in diam-
eter, with a capacity to hold nearly 
1.8 cubic metres of organic material. 

It can transform kitchen scraps, 
garden clippings, and organic mate-
rial into nutrient-rich compost in a 
matter of weeks. 

The tube heats up quickly due to 
the activity of the microorganisms 
and rotates every couple of hours to 
process and transform the organic 
waste into black garden gold. 

The machine previously belonged 
to a commercial business but had 
gone unused for the past ten years, 
and they were happy to gift the com-
poster to the LCG. 

After undergoing some repairs, get-
ting new parts, and being cleaned 
and blasted, the composter was as 
good as new again.  

Neil Barrett, President of LCG 

said there will also be an opportu-
nity for local cafes to add their coffee 
grounds and other organic waste to 
the composter rather than sending it 
to landfill, and LGC will be talking to 
businesses about this. 

However, Neil commented that they 
need help naming the composter and 
want a name that is creative, catchy, 
memorable and fun that reflects the 
magic of composting. 

It could be a descriptive name that 
hints at the composter’s size, func-
tion, or impact or it could be a com-
munity-oriented name that connects 
to the values of sustainability and 
community.

The person who comes up with 
the winning name will receive a prize 
basket overflowing with goodies in-
cluding fresh produce, locally creat-
ed preserves, and handcrafted treats 
as well as a free membership to LCG. 

People are welcome to visit the 
community garden, see the magnifi-
cent monster composter and to get 
inspired to brainstorm some amaz-
ing names.

Entries can be emailed to gath-
acg@gmail.com. The competition 
closes on Thursday, February 20.
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1300 297 497
www.geminahealth.com.au
info@geminahealth.com.au

Enjoy in-home foot care with 
medical-grade equipment!

Our team of podiatrists and foot care nurses serve  
My Aged Care, NDIS participants, and private clients.

Enhance your foot health, schedule your appointment today!

Go local at 
Radius Restaurant 
Showcasing local, regional produce, Radius Restaurant at RACV 
Inverloch Resort is a light-filled space with floor-to-ceiling windows 
and sweeping views of the coastline.

Indulge in a 2-course lunch or dinner for two with a bottle of house 
wine. Share slow cooked Koony lamb shoulder with triple cooked 
potatoes, green beans, lemon caper butter and smoked yoghurt. 
Finish off with your choice of dessert.

Where: Radius Restaurant, 70 Cape Paterson-Inverloch Rd, Inverloch
When: Available daily from, 1–28 February 2025
Price: $129 for two

Bookings essential
Scan the QR code to book

racv.com.au/Inverloch

JA22850

Enhance your comfort
Aspire 

Comfi mo� on
Ac� vCare Bed

Best of in-home care 
func� onality, posi� oning 

and low height safety.

Coastal Independence & Mobility

Phone 5977 5110
Now at 62-64 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi

Visit our website www.coastim.com.au

We are a D.V.A. 
approved supplier

PERMANENT Water Saving Rules 
are a series of common-sense rules 
that all customers supplied water by 
Westernport Water are obliged to fol-
low day to day to ensure water is not 
wasted. 

These rules are set out in legislative in-
struments known as Permanent Water 
Saving Plans and are in place on a per-
manent and ongoing basis, even when 
water restrictions are not required.

Permanent Water Saving Rules aim 
to promote efficient and sensible use 
of water without significantly restrict-
ing customer choice and flexibility. 

Permanent Water Saving Rules:
Handheld hoses: A handheld hose 

must be fitted with a trigger nozzle 
and be leak-free. It can be used to 
wash your car and water your gar-
dens and lawns at any time.

Residential or commercial gardens 
and lawns: A residential or commer-
cial garden or lawn can be watered 
with a handheld hose at any time, or 
by means of a watering system be-
tween the hours of 6pm and 10am on 
any day.

Fountains and water features: Water 
cannot be used in a fountain or water 
feature unless the fountain or water 
feature recirculates the water.

Cleaning hard surfaces: Water can-
not be used to clean hard surfaces 
(including driveways, paths, concrete, 
tiles, timber decking) except where 
cleaning is required as a result of a 
hazard or accident, or in the course 
of construction/renovation. Hard sur-
faces can be washed if staining to the 
surface has developed, but only once 
per season.

Pools and spas: Before filling new 
pools or spas with a capacity of 2000 
litres or more, customers must fill 
out a Water Conservation Plan Appli-
cation and have it approved by West-
ernport Water. 

Follow the rules 
to save our water

Running dry as Australia records 
its second warmest year on record

CANDOWIE reservoir the 
main water supply for Phillip 
Island, Archies Creek and The 
Gurdies has dropped to 49% 
of capacity after the second 
warmest year on record.

Releasing its official record 
of Australia’s climate, water 
and notable weather events for 
2024 the Bureau of Meteorol-
ogy confirmed it was warmer 
than average throughout the 
year for most of Australia.

Climatology specialist Na-
dine D’Argent said spring was 
the warmest on record, winter 
the second warmest and last 
summer the third warmest on 
record.

“It was much drier than 
usual in Victoria,” said Ms 
D’Argent.

“Australia’s climate is influ-
enced by global patterns in the 
oceans and atmosphere.

“Sea surface temperatures in 
the Australian region as well 
as globally were the warmest 
on record in 2024.”

According to Westernport 
Water the level of Candowie 
Reservoir can drop quickly 
when there is little inflow and 
a spike in demand from hot 
weather.

Westernport Water’s water 
supplies are normally fed by 
rain but can be supplemented 
by water from the Melbourne 
water supply system and de-
salinated water.

Tourist locations that do not 
have a town water supply such 
as Venus Bay and Sandy Point 
report low water tank levels 
after a busy January with a 

large number of visitors.
Venus Bay Community Cen-

tre Manager Alyson Skinner 
said it is a feature of summer.

“People are having to buy 
top-up water.”

“It is too early to tell if people 
are buying more water than 
usual,” said Ms Skinner.

“If it keeps going like this 
people will notice it in their 
gardens.

“Some trees have died in-
cluding banksias.”

A water trailer provided by 
South Gippsland Water while 
an art cube was located in Ve-
nus Bay in January was wel-
comed by the Venus Bay Com-
munity Centre.

President of the Sandy Point 
Community Centre Danny Mil-
ton said Sandy Point jumps 
to a population of 3,500 over 
January requiring quite a few 
water tanks to be replenished.

“Water is being used wisely 

but Sandy Point is managing 
at the moment,” said Mr Mil-
ton.

Victoria had 529 mm of rain-
fall in 2024 which is 20% be-
low average and in the lowest 
10% of all years since 1900 for 
most of the state.

The annual average tempera-
ture for Victoria was 1.08 °C 
warmer than the long-term av-
erage making 2024, Victoria’s 
equal fifth-warmest year on 
record.

Wonthaggi recorded very low 
rainfall for the year down to 
77% of average rainfall.

The hottest day of the year 
was just before Christmas on 
December 16 when the mer-
cury soared to 39.1 degrees 
in Wonthaggi, 38.9 in Pound 
Creek and 39.2 at Yanakie.

The coldest day for the year 
was on Monday July 8 when 
the temperature plummeted to 
minus 1.3 degrees in Yanakie 

and 0.3 degrees in Wonthaggi.
Wilsons Promontory light-

house recorded its strongest 
ever wind gust of154km/h on 
Wednesday August 28.

Agriculture Victoria is con-
tinuing to monitor seasonal, 
economic and social condi-
tions across Bass Coast and 
South Gippsland.

Farmers have been urged to 
access resources and informa-
tion related to managing dry 
seasonal conditions including 
preparing for a drought.

The Victorian Government 
uses a drought preparedness 
and response framework to 
guide decisions about when, 
where and how to assist farm-
ers and communities affected 
by prolonged dry conditions.

A range of drought prepared-
ness and drought manage-
ment tools and resources are 
available at agriculture.vic.
gov.au/dryseasons

Candowie Reservoir the main water supply for Phillip Island at 49% capacity XB07_0625
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— SOUTH GIPPSLAND SHIRE COUNCIL COMMUNITY GRANTS —

Leongatha Recreation Reserve Committee of 
Management representatives Graeme Winkler and 
Glenn Wright are happy the organisation received a 
$4,980 grant to help with road and parking upgrade 
design, celebrating with Cr John Kennedy. A08_0625

Kristy Uren and Kristine Alkemade of Poowong Loch 
Junior Football Club happily accept $5,240 to assist 
with the club’s strategic plan, acknowledged by Cr 
Brad Snell. A14_0625

Jaimee Giliam and Aimee Morehouse of Meeniyan 
Basketball Association welcome $3,500 to help 
purchase uniforms, joined by Cr Brad Snell. A15_0625

Mark Taylor and Noleen McGlead of Foster Bowls 
Club are grateful for $10,000 to reduce the burden on 
the club in replacing its tired green, joined by Cr Brad 
Snell. A16_0625

Nancy and Michael Reid of North East Windsport 
Club are pleased with a $2,500 grant that will help 
keep costs down for participants in the Australian 
Open Blokart Championships at Waratah Bay. 
A19_0625

Sue Fleming and Denia Gilheany of Foster & District 
Agricultural & Pastoral Society are pleased with the 
$3,000 that will help with the Foster Agricultural 
Show schedule and pre and post Show tabloid 
printing, celebrating the moment with Cr Bron Beach. 
A11_0625

Fish Creek Football Netball Club’s Leigh and Sharon Wright, Megan Vuillerman 
and Travis Manne welcome $5,000 towards an electronic netball scoreboard, 
joined by Cr Scott Rae. A17_0625

Rotary Club of Leongatha received $10,000 for equipment needed to stage its 
annual Art & Photography Show, Sue Dutton, David Panther, Mary Dortmans, Jol 
Dutton, Pam Gardner and David Leslie sharing their delight with Cr Bron Beach. 
A13_0625

U3A Mirboo North and District 
representative Cheryl Miscamble is 
acknowledged by Cr Bron Beach after 
the organisation was given $1,000 
for encouraging exercise among older 
adults. A10_0625

Cr John Kennedy congratulates Greig 
Barry and Caroline Small of Loch Public 
Hall Inc. on the organisation’s $3,500 
grant towards repairing and painting 
the hall’s exterior windows. A09_0625

David Knowles of BooFiit joins Cr 
Bron Beach after a grant of $3,010 
was awarded to help run defence and 
empowerment training. A12_0625

Cr Steve Finlay with Michael Dortmans 
of the Nerrena Community Hall and 
Reserve Committee of Management, 
which received $2,220 towards its 
Nerrena Hall Renewal Project. A05_0625

Alec Miller of the Poowong Recreation 
Reserve Committee is delighted with 
the organisation receiving $4,800 
for oval surface improvements, being 
congratulated by Cr Steve Finlay. 
A04_0625

Welshpool Recreation Reserve Inc. 
representative Madelaine Mason shares 
the pleasing moment with Cr Scott 
Rae after the announcement of $5,000 
funding towards the Welshpool Lawn 
Mower Race Day. A18_0625

Meeniyan Dumbalk United Football 
Netball Club was granted $10,000 
towards its netball facility upgrades, 
the club’s David Trotman pictured with 
Cr John Kennedy. A07_0625

Lesley Turton of Korumburra Amateur 
Swimming & Lifesaving Club is pleased 
with the $10,000 grant that helped 
with resurfacing the heated swimming 
pool, being joined by Cr Steve Finlay. 
A06_0625
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Edney’s Demo Clearance
2.5 Petrol, 

Surround Camera, 
SAT/NAV Keyless Entry, 

Push Button Start, 
Alloy Wheels

DIW-697

2.5 Petrol, 
Keyless Entry, 

Push Button Start, 
Alloy Wheels, 

Reverse Camera
DIW-702

Surround Camera, 
Keyless Entry, 
Alloy Wheels, 
Active Cruise

DAZ-962

Twin Turbo Diesel, 
Auto, Side Steps, 

Alloy Wheels, 
Rear Step, 

Apple Carplay
DIW-696

Twin Turbo Diesel, 
Auto, Side Steps, 

Alloy Wheels, 
Leather Seats, 
Apple Carplay

DIW-709

V8, Leather Seats, 
Prem Car Suspension, 

Side Pipe Exhaust, 
Sat/Nav,
DFL-986

NISSAN X-TRAIL 
ST-L 2WD

NISSAN X-TRAIL 
ST 2WD

NISSAN X-TRAIL STL 
E-POWER HYBRID 

AWD

NISSAN NAVARA ST 
4X4 DUAL CAB

NISSAN NAVARA ST-X 
4X4 DUAL CAB

NISSAN PATROL 
WARRIOR
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DRIVE AWAYDRIVE AWAYDRIVE AWAY

DRIVE AWAY DRIVE AWAY DRIVE AWAY

Surround Camera, 
SAT/NAV Keyless Entry, 

Push Button Start, 

NISSAN X-TRAIL 
ST-L 2WD

DRIVE AWAY

Surround Camera, 

NISSAN X-TRAIL STL 
E-POWER HYBRID 

DRIVE AWAY

Twin Turbo Diesel, 
Auto, Side Steps, 

NISSAN NAVARA ST 
4X4 DUAL CAB

Twin Turbo Diesel, 
Auto, Side Steps, 

Alloy Wheels, 
Leather Seats, 
Apple Carplay

NISSAN NAVARA ST-X 
4X4 DUAL CAB

Prem Car Suspension, 
Side Pipe Exhaust, 

NISSAN PATROL 

DRIVE AWAY

$$4343,,990990$$3636,,990990$$4444,,990990

$$5151,,990990 $$5555,,990990 $$105105,,000000
1 ROUGHEAD STREET, LEONGATHA  5662 2327  LMCT 1500

Brad Beyers 0434 884 649  Darryl McGannon 0409 151 463  |  www.edneysleongatha.com.au

Representatives of organisations receiving Community Grants and South Gippsland Shire councillors enjoy the moment. A20_0625

SIXTEEN organisations and 
groups shared in $83,750 
worth of funding when South 
Gippsland Shire Council’s lat-
est round of Community Grants 
was announced on Wednesday 
evening in Leongatha.

The grants were distributed 
across three categories, ‘De-
veloping Community Assets’, 
‘Building Community Capacity 
and Culture’ and ‘Strengthen-
ing Community Sport’.

Four recipients were award-
ed the maximum $10,000 
amount, Korumburra Amateur 
Swimming & Life Saving Club 
one of those, the funding going 
towards resurfacing the Ko-
rumburra Heated Swimming 
Pool, the project budgeted at 
$26,460.

Meeniyan Dumbalk Unit-
ed Football Netball Club got 
$10,000 for netball facility up-
grades costing a total of just 
over $22,000.

A further $10,000 went to Le-
ongatha Rotary Club towards the 
purchase of equipment required 
for its annual Leongatha Art and 
Photography Show, such as new 
display stands and signage, the 
overall cost being $65,615.

“We’re over the moon,” Leon-
gatha Rotary’s David Panther 
said, explaining that the fund-
ing will enable the club to put 
more money into its projects.

He noted a lot of the fittings 
required for the Art Show will 
also be loaned to other commu-
nity groups.

Foster Bowls Club’s Mark Tay-
lor described its $10,000 grant 
as “Manna from Heaven” as he 
broke from protocol to deliver 
a brief thank you speech to the 
council.

Afterwards, he told the 
Sentinel-Times the fund-
ing will bring the club within  

striking distance of replacing 
its 16-year-old green that is 
being held together with sili-
con and has long surpassed its 
lifespan.

While the total project cost 
is over $200,000, the club has 
been fundraising industriously 
over recent years, through ini-
tiatives such as its social ‘Jack 
Attack’ competition, dinners 
for local organisations includ-
ing Rotary and Probus and 
wedding receptions.

Although most of the grant re-
cipients were local, Wangarat-
ta-based North East Windsport 
Club is an exception.

The club is hosting the Austra-
lian Open Blokart Champion-
ships in Waratah Bay, a place that 
offers more reliable wind than its 
normal Springhurst track.

Blokart is a popular class of 
compact land yacht manufac-
tured by a New Zealand com-
pany of that name, with the 

action at Waratah Bay taking 
place between March 20 and 
24 this year.

The club’s Michael Reid ex-
plained that the $2,500 grant 
will assist it to keep costs af-
fordable for participants, help-
ing pay for catered lunches 
and a presentation dinner, that 
catering to be handled by lo-
cal businesses, the Waratah 
Bay Caravan Park and the Fish 
Creek Hotel, keeping the mon-
ey in South Gippsland Shire.

After enjoying a bite to eat and 
a positive vibe, happy grant re-
cipients were treated to a look 
around the Art & Photography 
Show, Leongatha Rotary Club 
generously throwing open the 
doors.

The next round of the Com-
munity Grants Program is open 
until March 31.

Visit grants@southgippsland.
vic.gov.au for information and 
to apply.

By Andrew Paloczi

Community grants help get 
things done in South Gippsland

OVER 30 musicians from 12 
churches across Gippsland 
gathered at St Mary’s Mirboo 
North recently for 24 hours 
of continuous live music and 
community singing. 

This event highlighted the 
power of teamwork and mutu-
al support, especially across 
denominations, and was a gift 
to the community of Mirboo 
North which has been through 
so much in the last year. 

Friday evening featured solo-
ists on violin, piano and harp 
with a mixture of instrumen-
tal pieces and contemporary 
Christian music. Saturday 
morning featured traditional 
organ players and ‘golden 
oldie’ hymns for a community 
sing-along which was com-
plete with scones, jam and 
cream. Saturday afternoon 
featured mixed genres includ-
ing mountain folk songs on 
the bouzouki and nyckelhar-
pa. 

Many from the community 
and surrounding towns came 
to enjoy the music and shared 
singing. Some stayed for one 
or two brackets of music and 
there were some who stayed 
for almost the whole event 
and sang well into the night 
and early morning. The event 
featured times of deep joy and 
dancing, as well as times of 
rest and reflection. 

During the event, a trailer 
load of locally sourced plants 
and trees was given to com-
munity members as a sign of 
hope and recovery. Almost ev-
ery plant was picked up from 
Plant Hope during the event 
highlighting not only a com-
munity need but also the com-
munity’s readiness to move 
forward and replant their gar-
dens. Plant Hope welcome’s 
further donations. 

The idea for this event came 
from a local young lady Kath-
erine who is only 14 years old. 
She wanted people in Mirboo 
North of all ages to have some-
thing uplifting and happy to 
look forward to. 

Mirboo North’s 
24-hour Music 
& Light Event
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Retailer Name

Subaru WRX AWD tS, Subaru Impreza AWD 2.0S, Subaru Outback AWD Touring shown with optional accessories sold separately.
1. Price is the manufacturer’s recommended retail driveaway price (RDP) and includes the vehicle price 12 months registration, stamp duty, luxury car tax (if applicable), CTP insurance cost estimate (based on private purchaser with good driving record) and 
a recommend charge for dealer delivery. The quoted RDP is an estimate based on the postcode selected by you. Ask your Local Subaru retailer for confirmation of their driveaway price. 2. Available at participating Subaru Retailers only on selected models 
sold between 26/12/2024 - 28/02/2025 and delivered by 28/02/2025. Offer excludes fleet, government and rental buyers. 3-year free servicing is provided by Subaru Australia in the form of a 3-year Subaru Australia service plan, which includes 3-years 
complimentary roadside assistance. The 3-year service plan relates to scheduled logbook services only, up to and including Service ‘C’ (3 year or 37,500kms, whichever comes first) for Subaru Forester or Outback Naturally Aspirated models, or Service ‘C’ (3 
year or 45,000kms, whichever comes first) for Subaru Crosstrek, BRZ, WRX or Outback XT variants. For more information, please visit https://www.subaru.com.au/service/plans/. 

Summer is here, and it’s the perfect time to chase the sun, explore the coast, 
or set off into the great outdoors. Start your summer story and save with the 
Subaru Sale Event.

Right now you can save on the Subaru Impreza AWD 2.0L from $33,990 
driveaway1 and Subaru Crosstrek AWD 2.0L from $38,990 driveaway1. 

Plus Subaru Outback, Forester, Crosstrek, WRX and BRZ models come with 
3 years of Free servicing & Roadside Assist2 so you can focus on the drive 
instead of the maintenance. Contact us today to take advantage of this offer 
before 28th of February.

Book a test drive today

Adventure further 

Retailer Name | Sample Street, Sampletown | Ph: 1234 5678 | www.retailername.com.au  | License Number XXXXXX

Retailer Name

Subaru WRX AWD tS, Subaru Impreza AWD 2.0S, Subaru Outback AWD Touring shown with optional accessories sold separately.
1. Price is the manufacturer’s recommended retail driveaway price (RDP) and includes the vehicle price 12 months registration, stamp duty, luxury car tax (if applicable), CTP insurance cost estimate (based on private purchaser with good driving record) and 
a recommend charge for dealer delivery. The quoted RDP is an estimate based on the postcode selected by you. Ask your Local Subaru retailer for confirmation of their driveaway price. 2. Available at participating Subaru Retailers only on selected models 
sold between 26/12/2024 - 28/02/2025 and delivered by 28/02/2025. Offer excludes fleet, government and rental buyers. 3-year free servicing is provided by Subaru Australia in the form of a 3-year Subaru Australia service plan, which includes 3-years 
complimentary roadside assistance. The 3-year service plan relates to scheduled logbook services only, up to and including Service ‘C’ (3 year or 37,500kms, whichever comes first) for Subaru Forester or Outback Naturally Aspirated models, or Service ‘C’ (3 
year or 45,000kms, whichever comes first) for Subaru Crosstrek, BRZ, WRX or Outback XT variants. For more information, please visit https://www.subaru.com.au/service/plans/. 

Summer is here, and it’s the perfect time to chase the sun, explore the coast, 
or set off into the great outdoors. Start your summer story and save with the 
Subaru Sale Event.

Right now you can save on the Subaru Impreza AWD 2.0L from $33,990 
driveaway1 and Subaru Crosstrek AWD 2.0L from $38,990 driveaway1. 

Plus Subaru Outback, Forester, Crosstrek, WRX and BRZ models come with 
3 years of Free servicing & Roadside Assist2 so you can focus on the drive 
instead of the maintenance. Contact us today to take advantage of this offer 
before 28th of February.

Book a test drive today

Adventure further 

Retailer Name | Sample Street, Sampletown | Ph: 1234 5678 | www.retailername.com.au  | License Number XXXXXX

Leongatha Subaru

Subaru WRX AWD tS, Subaru Impreza AWD 2.0S, Subaru Outback AWD Touring shown with optional accessories sold separately.
1. Price is the manufacturer’s recommended retail driveaway price (RDP) and includes the vehicle price 12 months registration, stamp duty, luxury car tax (if applicable), CTP insurance 
cost estimate (based on private purchaser with good driving record) and a recommend charge for dealer delivery. The quoted RDP is an estimate based on the postcode selected by you. 
Ask your Local Subaru retailer for confi rmation of their driveaway price. 2. Available at participating Subaru Retailers only on selected models sold between 26/12/2024 - 28/02/2025 
and delivered by 28/02/2025. Offer excludes fl eet, government and rental buyers. 3-year free servicing is provided by Subaru Australia in the form of a 3-year Subaru Australia service 
plan, which includes 3-years complimentary roadside assistance. The 3-year service plan relates to scheduled logbook services only, up to and including Service ‘C’ (3 year or 37,500kms, 
whichever comes fi rst) for Subaru Forester or Outback Naturally Aspirated models, or Service ‘C’ (3 year or 45,000kms, whichever comes fi rst) for Subaru Crosstrek, BRZ, WRX or Outback 
XT variants. For more information, please visit https://www.subaru.com.au/service/plans/. 

8 Koonwarra Rd Leongatha  |  Ph: (03) 5662 4070  |  www.leongathasubaru.com.au  |  LMCT 10285
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BREAST Cancer Network Australia 
(BCNA) is calling for greater awareness, 
more research, and tailored prevention 
efforts to address the steady increase in 
breast cancer diagnoses among women 
aged 25 to 49. 

Young women diagnosed with breast 
cancer face unique challenges that im-
pact their careers, relationships, family 
planning, and overall, wellbeing.

BCNA focuses on understanding the 
causes behind the steady increase in 
early-onset breast cancer. This includes 
better research into both modifiable 
factors, such as lifestyle, and non-mod-
ifiable factors, like genetic predisposi-
tions and high breast density. Increased 
access to affordable genetic testing and 
heightened awareness of individual risk 
factors are essential to empowering 
young women to take proactive steps for 
their health.

Health professionals, particularly gen-
eral practitioners, play a pivotal role in 
recognising symptoms and providing 
timely advice to younger women. 

The perception that breast cancer is 
predominantly an older woman’s dis-
ease must change to ensure no woman’s 
concerns are dismissed based on her 
age. 

BCNA applauds efforts to improve 
data collection on breast cancer in 
younger women, which will guide future 
policy, research, and support initiatives. 
The organisation looks forward to the 
outcomes of the BreastScreen Australia 
Review, which will hopefully pave the 
way for more risk-stratified screening 
approaches to better support younger 
women.

BCNA encourages all women to know 
their bodies and recognise potential 
symptoms early.

Women with a family history of cancer 
should consider genetic testing to as-
sess their risk. 

Stop telling women 
they are too young to 

have breast cancer

THE WORTH Every Dollar 
Seminar hosted by Bass Coast 
Shire Council last Thursday 
at the Phillip Island Vineyard 
and Winery was a huge suc-
cess. 

The seminar focused on 
working smarter and growing 
a business with purpose. 70 
attendees from a diverse mix 
of industries attended from 
designers, artists, start-ups, 
construction, accountants, 
photographers to tourism 

operators, creators, event or-
ganisers, and wellness/fitness 
professionals.

Keynote speaker Alexis Gut-
tridge shared valuable in-
sights, emphasising that “from 
action comes opportunity”—
encouraging attendees to step 
outside their comfort zones 
and embrace new challenges.

The session was highly in-
teractive, with the whole room 
jumping up to connect with ac-
tivities like speed networking 

to get businesses talking about 
what they do and why it’s im-
portant. 

Together, attendees explored 
ways to elevate their busi-
nesses and find new ways to 
enhance their offerings. 

Attendees said:
“Thank you for the opportu-

nity and the fabulous day!”
“The connecting and collabo-

ration was amazing!”
“Thank you for putting on 

such a great event and getting 

people together.”
The energy in the room 

was truly contagious, and the 
BCSC can’t wait to do it all 
over again at their next event. 

The BCSC are holding a fol-
low up online workshop Cre-
ative Income, on Tuesday 
March 4, to put what Alexis 
spoke about into practice. The 
workshop is open to everyone 
to attend, let the BCSC know 
if you would like to RSVP a 
place.  

Worth Every Dollar Seminar a success
70 attendees from a diverse mix of industries attended the recent Worth Every Dollar Seminar. Photo: Claire Davie
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Wonthaggi Toyota
346 Bass Highway,
Wonthaggi VIC 3995
T (03) 5672 1722
LMCT 8179
wonthaggitoyota.com.au

Leongatha Toyota
7-13 Hughes Street,
Leongatha VIC 3953
T (03) 5662 2302
LMCT 8179
leongathatoyota.com.au

Wonthaggi Toyota Wonthaggi Toyota 

Leongatha Toyota Leongatha Toyota 
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USED VEHICLE SPECIALS

OVER 20 FRESH VEHICLES NOW IN STOCK

* Disclaimer: If the price does not contain the notation that it is “Driveaway*”, the price may not include additional costs, such as stamp duty and other government charges.

WE BUY WE BUY 
CARS!CARS!

2020 Toyota Hiace LWB 

33,990 
189,262kms, 6 speed CVT auto van  
SN: L101265

DRIVE 
AWAY

FINANCE 
AVAILABLE 

2020 Toyota 
Landcruiser Prado GXL 

63,990
64,091kms, 6 speed CVT auto 4x4 
SUV SN: L101289

DRIVE 
AWAY

Landcruiser Prado GXL 
2020 Toyota 
Landcruiser Prado GXL 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2019 Toyota Kluger GX

32,990
88,391kms, 8 speed CVT auto SUV 
SN: L101276  

DRIVE 
AWAY

SN: L101265

2019 Toyota Kluger GX

FINANCE 
AVAILABLE 

2021 MG ZS Excite 

19,990
26,102kms, 4 speed sports auto 
wagon SN: W101998

DRIVE 
AWAY

2021 MG ZS Excite 2021 MG ZS Excite 2021 MG ZS Excite 

35,990
14,781kms,  5 speed manual 4x4 SUV 
SN: W101996

DRIVE 
AWAY35,990 DRIVE 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2023 Suzuki Jimny Lite 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE 

2020 Toyota Hiace LWB 2020 Toyota Hiace LWB 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2022 Hyundai i30 N Premium 

48,990 
9,164kms, 8 speed CVT auto hatch 
SN: L101284

DRIVE 
AWAY

24,990 16,990
6,123kms, 4 speed auto hatch 
SN: W101993

155,652kms, 4 speed auto 4x4 SUV 
SN: W101984

DRIVE 
AWAY

DRIVE 
AWAY16,990 DRIVE 

26,102kms, 4 speed sports auto 
wagon SN: W101998wagon SN: W101998

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2023 Kia Picanto GT-Line 2012 Toyota RAV4 CV  

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2022 Isuzu MU-X RJ LS-T 

41,990 
91,000kms, 6 speed CVT auto SUV 
SN:L101290

DRIVE 
AWAY

2022 Isuzu MU-X RJ LS-T 

41,990 
2022 Isuzu MU-X RJ LS-T 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2017 Toyota Kluger GXL 

34,990
91,344kms, 8 speed CVT auto 4x4 
SUV SN:L101288 

DRIVE 
AWAY

SN: L101265

32,990

SN: L101265

2019 Toyota Kluger GX

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

SN: L101284

2017 Toyota Kluger GXL 

34,990 DRIVE 
2017 Toyota Kluger GXL 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2018 Mazda 2 Maxx DJ Series  

18,990
42,000kms, 6 speed CVT auto hatch 
SN: L101286

DRIVE 
AWAY

SN:L101290

2018 Mazda 2 Maxx DJ Series  2018 Mazda 2 Maxx DJ Series  

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

22,490
15,587kms, 6 speed auto SUV 
SN: W101869

DRIVE 
AWAY

2021 Hyundai Venue Active 2021 Hyundai Venue Active 2021 Hyundai Venue Active 

LOW KMS LOW KMS 

2019 Volkswagen 
Tiguan 132TSI R-Line 

33,990
28,686kms, 7 speed CVT auto SUV 
SN: L101272

DRIVE 
AWAY

SUV SN: L101289

Tiguan 132TSI R-Line 

SUV SN: L101289

2019 Volkswagen 
Tiguan 132TSI R-Line 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

37,990
2,020kms, CVT auto SUV 
SN: W101962

DRIVE 
AWAY37,990DRIVE 

TOP OF TOP OF 
THE RANGETHE RANGE

2024 Mitsubishi ASX Exceed 

34,990
100,724kms, 8 speed sports auto SUV 
SN: W101951

DRIVE 
AWAY

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2019 Hyundai 
Santa Fe Highlander 

41,990
23,457kms, 8 speed CVT auto SUV 
SN: W101989

DRIVE 
AWAY

26,102kms, 4 speed sports auto 
wagon SN: W101998
26,102kms, 4 speed sports auto 
wagon SN: W101998wagon SN: W101998

TOP OF TOP OF 
THE RANGETHE RANGE

2023 Mitsubishi 
Outlander Aspire ZM 
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CLASSROOMtheFROM
New beginnings 
at Korumburra 

New preps at Korumburra Primary 
School Sophie and Mitchell playing 
together. 

Soane found some great toys to 
play with on his first day of prep at 
Korumburra Primary School. 

New prep Jakob with the 
Korumburra Primary School 
Principal Nathan Pirouet, who 
welcomed 47 Foundation Students 
this year.

Ali, masterfully stacking cups on 
her first day of prep at Korumburra 
Primary School. 

Confidence placed in student 
leaders at Leongatha Primary

THE 2025 STUDENT lead-
ership team is in place at 
Leongatha Primary School 
(LPS), headlined by school 
captains Felix O’Leary, Ada 
Houston, Matilda Williams 
and Peyton Campbell.

With the addition of House 
and subject captains, a total 
of 26 Grade 6 pupils have 
taken on leadership roles.

“Our students were re-
quired to write an appli-
cation and complete an 
interview as part of the 
leadership process,” assis-
tant principal Peter Slid-
ders said. 

The chosen leaders epito-
mise the school values of 
being a learner, and being 
respectful and resilient.

Over the course of the year 
the captains will partake in 
leadership training, support 
sports and whole school 
days, run assemblies, wel-
come guests and perform 
master of ceremony duties.

“We will also draw upon 
this student body to access 
their voice to drive whole 
school improvement,” Peter 
said of the confidence LPS 
has in its young leaders.

With Strzelecki House now 
named Coghlan House in 
honour of retired principal 
Dot Coghlan, Lexi Rodwell 
and AJ Callahan are the in-
augural captains of the new 
entity.

Tyler Stevic, Arya O’Malley 
and Hugo Fennell are in 
charge of Wightman House, 
Molly Francis and Kevin 
McRae captaining Johnston 
House, and Indie Hills and 
Nyah Zun the leaders of 
Herrald House.

LPS also has a new team 
of specialist captains across 
a range of fields.

Polly Nelson and Stella 
Clasby are Performing Arts 
captains, with Olivia White 
and Olivia Garcis-Farras 
providing leadership in Vi-
sual Arts.

Ella Luykx and Tahlia Ra-
schle are Auslan captains, 
Emily Hulls and Harper 
Pocklington leading the way 
in the Library, Freya Winser 
and Taeden Giliam STEM 
captains and Ollie Heinrich, 
Finn Matheson and Tannah 
Lovie overseeing Sustain-
ability.

School captains Felix O’Leary, Ada Houston, Matilda Williams and Peyton Campbell look 
forward to offering their leadership and encouragement to other Leongatha Primary School 
students.

Wightman House captains Tyler Stevic, 
Arya O’Malley and Hugo Fenell.

Sustainability captains Ollie Heinrich, 
Finn Matheson and Tannah Lovie.

Herrald House captains Indie Hulls 
and Nyah Zun.

Johnston House captains Molly 
Francis and Kevin McRae.

Auslan captains Ella Luykx and 
Tahlia Raschle.

Coghlan House captains Lexi 
Rodwell and AJ Callahan.

Performing Arts captains 
Polly Nelson and Stella Clasby.

STEM captains Freya 
Winser and Taeden Giliam.

Library captains Emily Hulls and Harper 
Pocklington.

Visual Arts captains Olivia White and 
Olivia Garcis-Farras.
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THE release of the former Wonthaggi Sec-
ondary School site bordered by McBride Av-
enue, Baillieu Street, McKenzie Street and 
Watt Street in Wonthaggi by the Education 
Department raises the question of what to 
do with the site next.

The old Secondary School site which is 
Crown land has been in total lockdown 
since July last year with a heavy mesh pe-
rimeter fence surrounding the degraded 
and vandalised buildings.

The Education Department says the Vic-
torian School Building Authority (VSBA) is 
now working with state and local govern-
ments regarding the potential future use of 
the land but has failed to provide any guide-
lines.

“We work with local councils, communi-
ties, the Victorian Planning Authority and 
other stakeholders to monitor and plan for 
government education building needs,” said 
the VSBA.

“This way we can ensure all Victorian stu-
dents have access to high-quality education 
and that current and future demand for 
schools is properly planned.

“When a site is no longer required for edu-
cational purposes the Education Depart-
ment follows standard government policy to 
ensure the site can be repurposed for a pro-
ductive use rather than remaining vacant.”

Bass Coast Council says new councillors 
are being briefed on options for the site.

Previous suggestions have included a civic 
hub to provide community services such as 
a library, learning services and an arts cen-
tre.

Another suggestion has been a mix of 
commercial, retail and residential develop-
ments.

It has even been suggested that the site 
could host buildings stretching up to six 
storeys high with any proposed medium to 
high rise housing development going out for 
public consultation.

Last year at a local government candidates 
forum in Grantville Cr John Temby criti-
cised inaction over the former Wonthaggi  
Secondary School site which he believed 
would make a good library space or busi-
ness incubator.

The YES Youth Hub Watt St Wonthaggi has 
called for better facilities for teenagers to en-
gage and encourage younger people, and to 
tackle youth homelessness.

When VSBA no longer requires a piece of 
land it is declared surplus.

The land may be acquired by other gov-
ernment agencies or the local council, or it 
may proceed to public sale for purchase by 
private individuals or businesses depending 
on the zoning.

Other government agencies and local 
council have a first right of refusal to pur-
chase such land, and local councils are able 
to purchase surplus education land for a re-
duced price subject to the land being used 
for a public or community purpose.

Former school sites in regional areas have 
in the past been re-developed for medium 
density housing including Geelong, Ballarat 
and Wodonga.

In Kyneton an old primary school site is 
currently being restored to create a new 
gallery, exhibition area and a city function 
space.

Bass Coast Shire Council has under-
taken pre-feasibility studies for the old 
Secondary School site which include an 
exhaustive examination of the property’s 
condition, structural integrity, heritage 
and safety concerns.

Council says a decision to transfer man-
agement of the site will only be made after 
the identification of short, medium and 
long-term costs, and any possible risks 
associated with taking on the site to en-
sure a full understanding of the costs in-
volved.

The Bass Coast Council Major Projects 
Team can be contacted on 1300 226 or by 
email at majorprojectsadmin@basscoast.
vic.gov.au

What next for old 
McBride Campus 

School site?

Bass Coast College has wel-
comed 320 new Year 7 stu-
dents this year.

As the sole government sec-
ondary school in Bass Coast 
the college said it was proud 
to be able to provide quality 
education to a total of 1,700 
students.

Along with the new Year 7 
students and a growing num-
bers of students in other years 
Bass Coast College also wel-
comed new staff members 
along with current team mem-
bers stepping into new roles.

“As Bass Coast embarks on 
the new year, the college’s con-
tinued focus remains on fos-
tering excellence in learning 
and wellbeing through a holis-
tic approach to education.

“At the heart of our efforts 
is the commitment to creat-
ing a positive, inclusive, and 
engaging environment where 
every student feels supported 
to thrive academically, socially, 
and emotionally.”

Bass Coast College is imple-
menting several key initiatives 
in 2025.

Towards the end of 2024 
staff began training in the 
Berry Street Education Model 
a framework designed to en-
hance student engagement 

and wellbeing by addressing 
the complex needs of learners.

This model equips teach-
ers with practical strategies to 
build stronger relationships, 
promote self-regulation, and 
create safe, predictable learn-
ing environments.

This work complements 
support for school wide posi-
tive behaviour.

“We look forward to seeing 
the positive impact this ap-
proach will have on our class-
rooms and broader school 
community.

In addition to these wellbe-
ing-focused initiatives, Bass 
Coast College staff remain 
committed to delivering a dy-
namic and engaging curricu-
lum that caters to the diverse 
needs of all learners.

“We are also continuing to 
build on the fantastic VCE 
results from last year and ex-
pand our VCE VM offerings 
and VET opportunities,” said 
the college principals.

“This year we are supporting 
students in an extensive se-
nior school program with 39 
VCE subjects and 9 VET stud-
ies delivered on campus, with 
plumbing, health services and 
hospitality introduced this 
year due to cater for the grow-

ing demand.
“To support this work, we 

have built strong leadership 
teams to work with students, 
staff and the community.”

Each campus has a Cam-
pus Principal, Alison Gill for 
the Wonthaggi Campus, Jesse 
Boyd, Dudley Campus, Matt 
Rose at San Remo and Paul 
Fawcett at the FLOW campus.

To lead support for students 
the mainstream campuses 
each have a Student Engage-
ment Assistant Principal, Ross 
Bramley at the Wonthaggi 
Campus, Guy Thomas Dudley 
Campus and Bradley James 
San Remo Campus.

“Each of these Principals 
have experience and skills 
working with our young peo-
ple and we are really excited to 
have them all on board to lead 
the coordination teams and 
support students and fami-
lies.”

Darren Parker for many 
years College Principal has 
been on leave from the start of 
Semester 2 in 2024 and will 
continue his leave into Term 
1, 2025.

From Semester 2, 2024 
Leith Cummins has been Act-
ing College Principal and will 
continue in this role for Term 

1 in 2025.
Leith has been with the col-

lege for seven years starting as 
the Assistant Principal Teach-
ing and Learning at Dudley, 
and Assistant College Prin-
cipal for the last three years 
working closely with Darren 
Parker on college improve-
ment and strategic direction.

While this arrangement is in 
place Emma Harris has been 
acting Assistant College Princi-
pal playing a significant role in 
the professional development 
of staff and working with the 
learning specialists in the col-
lege on identified strategic ini-
tiatives.

Emma was formerly Cam-
pus Principal at San Remo.

“We are proud of the achieve-
ments of our College and the 
significant success achieved 
by staff and students in recent 
years,” said Ms Harris.

“The growing student popu-
lation, new campuses, the ad-
dition of many high-quality 
staff has been rewarding but 
throughout it all, the key focus 
has been on Bass Coast Col-
lege’s academic and holistic 
support of its students.”

This academic and holistic 
approach remains the col-
lege’s very clear focus in 2025.

Excited for their first 
day of Prep at Newhaven 
College are L-R Jessica 
Costello, Olive Goessens, 
Jarvis Dunk, Axel Onley, 
Georgia Hill and Winter 
Shepherd. 

Ready to 
start their 

education at 
Newhaven 

College

Bass Coast College 
focussing on the future

Bass Coast College Year 7 students Emma, Lexie, Flynn, Rahui, Paddy and Caitlin with Year 7 Coordinator Shem 
Hawking enjoying the first day at the Dudley campus B06_0525
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KORUMBURRA SHOW
Korumburra turns 

Pygmy entrants into 
big Show success

FORGET Melbourne’s claims to major 
events, with Korumburra smashing the 
record for the largest Pygmy Goat show 
in Australia on Friday evening.

Eleven studs and 64 goats were part of 
the action, enthralling a substantial au-
dience, one of the classes of judging for 
does aged under six months attracting 18 
entrants.

Stud operator Trish Joyce who in-
troduced the event to the Korumburra 
Show’s program was thrilled with the 
support from entrants, declaring the pre-
vious largest Pygmy Goat show in the na-
tion featured around 20 goats and just 
two studs.

She was also delighted with the re-
sponse from showgoers, how many were 
drawn to the cuteness of the goats and 
the level of interest people showed.

“It was massive; just the positivity from 
the public was beautiful,” she said.

Despite the Pygmy name, many ex-
pressed surprise at just how small the 
goats were, their cuteness also attracting 
comments.

“They love to smooch up to you,” Trish 
said, with one of her goats even nick-
named ‘Smoochie’.

Trish said people were also shocked by 
how friendly the goats are.

Those entering their goats in the show 
commented on the set up of the pens, 
pleased with how they were organised.

“They were surprised how interested 
the public were to talk to them about 
their particular goats,” Trish said, point-
ing out the array of colours and person-
alities of the animals on show.

She noted that while social media offers 
an opportunity to increase awareness of 
Pygmy Goats, nothing beats face-to-face 
interaction.

“Everyone was smiling and laughing 
and so happy,” Trish observed.

The new event attracted lots of atten-
tion as it approached, with this news-
paper not the only outlet seizing on the 
chance to promote a positive story.

Such was the appeal of the new goat 
show, a Swanpool breeder heard an in-
terview with Korumburra A&P Society 
Danial Robbins about it on ABC radio as 
she made the long journey from near Be-
nalla to the Korumburra Showgrounds. 

“She couldn’t believe they were talking 
all about the Pygmy Goats that were going 
to be at Korumburra,” Trish said.

Still, once you see them it’s not hard to 
understand why people are discussing 
the tiny animals, their cuteness almost 
off the scale, with friendly personalities 
making them ideal pets.

The Pygmy Goat colouring competition 
was also a winner, attracting about 70 
entries, children bringing a likeness of 
the animals to life in an array of colours, 
both Korumburra Primary School and 
parents throwing their support behind 
the fun contest.

As for the Goat Show itself, there were 
plenty of chances to win the various cat-
egories, with competition divided into 
does, bucks and wethers, by age and per-
centage of pygmy genetics.

However, ‘Trinity Blackberry’ stood out 
as Best in Show, the doe being the first to 
have her name inscribed on the new per-
petual trophy that will be retained by Ko-
rumburra A&P Society, the winner bred 
by Trinity Pygmy Goats stud in Berwick.

Trish, who runs Lals Haven Goat Stud 
in Jumbunna, took out the Most Suc-
cessful Exhibitor section, calculated on 
points awarded for first, second and 
third placings, her entrant ‘Sweet Caro-
line’ the winner of the large doe class that 
featured 16 pygmy does under 89.99 per-
cent.

It’s a safe bet the pygmy stars will be-
come an institution at future Korum-
burra Agricultural Shows, perhaps mak-
ing the Friday spotlight their own.

KORUMBURRA Show’s 
two-day format was well 
supported.

Friday delivered pleas-
ant evening conditions as 
people enjoyed side show 
games, rides and enter-
tainment, the night high-
lighted by the large contin-
gent of Pygmy Goats that 
wowed a substantial audi-
ence with their cuteness 
and social nature.

Kids were captivated 
by Dinkum Dinosaurs, 
siding with a cheeky di-
nosaur against his brow-
beaten handler and calling 
out instructions as if they 
were at a pantomime.

Magician Lachlan Wilde 
also engaged the younger 
crowd, involving them in 
his performance.

Jackson Rogers was 
happy to play his part, 
the local expressing con-
fidence when Lachlan 
asked if a trick would 
work, impressed when 
the magician cut into an 
orange to reveal the miss-
ing playing card but not 
without skepticism about 
how the feat was accom-
plished.

While well into adult-
hood, David Hurst and 
David Bradshaw were 
having just as much fun as 
any kid at the Show, rac-
ing their electric remote-
controlled cars around a 
grass track that included 
a jump, some of the vehi-
cles from the 1980s.

The Korumburra Show 
offered an ideal opportu-
nity to promote the sport 
locally, with plans to get a 
club going.

Local Simon O’Neill is 
keen to organise a mon-
ster truck event in Korum-
burra, displaying a couple 
of the stunning vehicles on 
both days of the Show.

While the Pygmy Goat 
action was confined to 
Friday, there were plenty 
of animals grabbing atten-
tion on Saturday, with the 
horses in action and judg-
ing of the sheep.

Natasha Pollard was in 
charge of Supreme Sheep 
‘Phoenix’ from Black-
pond Hampshire Downs 
in Langwarrin, the judges 

praising the quality of the 
field, one saying he’d be 
proud to have a number 
of them in his paddock.

‘Phoenix’ backed up his 
title from last year, again 
proving to be a standout 
animal the judges couldn’t 
fault, being labelled “an 
exceptionally good ram”.

The exhibit hall was 
filled with the brightness 
and vibrancy of fruit, vege-
tables, cakes and flowers, 
people also admiring craft 
items and an exhibition of 
photography.

Jan Appleton was en-
thusiastic in her town’s 
Show, happy to oblige the 
Sentinel-Times request by 
holding up her winning 
knitted child’s jumper, 
having also entered cook-
ery items including a 
Christmas pudding and 
muffins.

It was a real family af-
fair, with Jan’s husband 
entering the cheeseboard 
he crafted, and her grand-
daughter having origami 
on show.

“It wasn’t the easiest pat-
tern to follow,” Jan said of 
her winning jumper, the 
pattern coming from Ben-
digo Knitting Mills.

Korumburra Agricultur-
al & Pastoral Society com-
mittee member Nathan 
Hersey expressed delight 
on Saturday afternoon, 
reflecting on the two-day 
event.

“We’ve had a very good 
turnout, a lot of positive 
comments and we’re re-
ally pleased that the Ko-
rumburra community 
has supported the show 
in this way,” Nathan said, 
also crediting the substan-
tial attendance from peo-
ple further afield.

Postcodes taken at the 
entrance revealed show-
goers came from a broad 
spectrum of places.

While committee mem-
bers met many times and 
worked diligently to bring 
the Show together, the 
event wouldn’t have been 
achievable without the 
contributions of the many 
other volunteers.

More photos online  
at sgst.com.au

Extended Korumburra Show a winner

Organiser of the Pygmy Goat Show Trish Joyce of Lals Haven 
Goat Stud in Jumbunna enjoys success with ‘Patona Park Senator 
Smooch’, informally known as ‘Smoochie’. A32_0625

Korumburra Agricultural & Pastoral Society committee members Nathan Hersey, Shirley Arestia, Sandy Carfrae, Kate 
Hart, Jo Cash and Danial Robbins are delighted with the success of the town’s two-day Show, they and other volunteers 
having worked hard. A40_0625

Bella and Koby Hoffmann are delighted to climb aboard a monster 
truck. A39_0625

Korumburra’s Jan Appleton shows the winning jumper she 
knitted, having contested multiple categories in the Korumburra 
Show. A42_0625



SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES   |   TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2025   |   27

Elsie’s Florist

11 McCartin Street, Leongatha

          5662 0463
www.elsiesfloristleongatha.com.au

Show your 
love with 

Flowers & Gifts
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We are proudly delivering our beautiful  
flowers to 88 towns across South Gippsland
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Bringing a bunch of 
happiness to our community

Contact Kathy: Ph. (03) 5655 2777
Email. flowers@korumburraflorist.com.au

FRIENDLY SERVICE
with a budget to suit all occasions

FRIENDLY SERVICE
with a budget to suit all occasions
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Let’s make your celebration 
everything you’ve dreamt of

www.cscelebrant.com.au 
0411 047 759  

Your storyteller for people in love

Elsie’s Florist delights in sharing 
the joy of Valentine’s Day

ELSIE’S Florist is ready 
to help those in Leongatha 
and surrounds make it a 
great Valentine’s Day for 
that special someone on 
Friday February 14.

While the tradition 
of red roses remains a 
popular way of express-
ing love, whether a sin-
gle stem, a half dozen 
or dozen, others choose 
mixed bunches of colour-
ful flowers.

“We’ll have a lot of ar-
rangements ready to 
purchase,” Steve Web-
ber said, with roses also 
available on the day.

“We can make classical 
or contemporary arrange-
ments to order.”

Elsie’s stocks a range of 
Valentine’s Day cards and 
other items ideal for the 
occasion such as teddy 

bears with messages of 
love, chocolates and can-
dles.

Pop into the store at 11 
McCartin Street, visit el-
siesfloristleongatha.com.
au or call 5662 0463 to 

find out what’s available 
and order.

Elsie’s Florist has been 
looking after Leongatha 
locals and those from oth-
er localities in the region 
since 2017.

Local and fresh at Korumburra Florist
KORUMBURRA Florist 

has broadened its range of 
local flower growers, sup-
porting boutique produc-
ers in Allambee, Yarragon 
and Warragul while provid-
ing fresh blooms, owners 
Kathy Richards and George 
Hill are ready to help make 
Valentine’s Day special.

That continues the store’s 
strong focus on obtaining 
recently picked fresh Aus-
tralian grown flowers rath-
er than overseas offerings 
picked much longer ago.

Other available romantic 
items for the occasion in-
clude teddy bears, cards, 
wine and chocolates, the 
shop’s variety of wines 
having expanded since last 
Valentine’s Day.

Products sold in the 
store are sourced in the lo-
cal region where possible, 
or otherwise from other 
parts of Victoria or else-
where in Australia.

While Valentine’s Day 
orders will be taken until 
1pm on February 13, the 
store is open from 8am un-
til 9pm on Valentine’s Day 
unless sold out, with walk 
up customers well looked 
after.

“We’ve always got some-
thing ready,” Kathy noted.

Korumburra Second-
ary College student Lily 
Jacobs has joined the 
team on a casual basis, 

creating her own floral de-
signs, with Kathy describ-
ing her contribution as 
“awesome”.

Kathy and George con-
tinue to enjoy lots of local 
support, having opened 
their business in July 
2023, Kathy having ini-
tially studied floristry as 
a hobby but glad to have 
turned it into a career and 
relishing the atmosphere 
of the shop.

“It smells great and it’s 
fun, and people come in 
to chat all the time,” the 
Ranceby local said.

She’s looking forward 
to her second Valentine’s 
Day, crossing her fingers 
all runs smoothly this time 

after last February’s monster 
storm and loss of power.

 Korumburra Florist is 
ready to deliver a pleasing 
Valentine’s Day outcome 
for customers, regardless 
of their budget.

Orders can be placed 
by visiting the store at 48 
Commercial Street Ko-
rumburra, through the 
website at korumburraflo-
rist.com.au or by calling 
5655 2777.

Korumburra Florist de-
livers to numerous places 
in South Gippsland and 
Bass Coast Shires, with 
delivery locations listed on 
the store’s website, along 
with applicable delivery 
fees.

Send your message of love with a beautiful bouquet 
this Valentine’s Day with the help of Kathy Richards 
at Korumburra Florist.

Steve Webber looks forward to helping people choose 
something special for Valentine’s Day. A01_0625

A golden milestone in love and commitment
Peter and Kathy Mc-

Clusky of Coronet Bay 
marked a significant mile-
stone on February 8, cel-
ebrating 50 years of mar-
riage. The couple, who 
were married at Our Lady 
of Victories in Camber-
well, took a special cruise 
through Noumea to com-
memorate their golden an-
niversary.

Reflecting on their jour-
ney, Peter and Kathy 
shared their gratitude for 
the good health and oppor-
tunities they have enjoyed 
throughout their decades 
together. “We have been 
blessed with good health 
and the opportunity to 
have 50 years together. 
Not everyone is fortunate,” 
said Peter.

“Our happiest achieve-
ment has been to raise 
five children to be happy, 
purposeful good citizens,” 
Kathy added.

Their love and devotion 
continue to inspire those 

around them as they cel-
ebrate this incredible 
milestone. Together, the 
couple visited family in 
Brisbane before embark-
ing on their anniversary 
cruise. 

Peter and Kathy McClusky of Coronet Bay celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary on February 8 and 
were married at Our Lady of Victories, Camberwell.

 Happy
Valentine’s

Day
FRIDAY
FEB 14
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Rediscovering
Your
Health

Rediscovering
Your
Health
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Adrian Ward
Nutritional Medicine Practitioner

Comprehensive Healing Programs
Special Interests in ASD (Autism), 
ADHD, Alzheimer’s, Parkinsons, & MS.
For Booking Information - 
Incl. Free 15min Zoom Call option:
adrian@rediscoveringyourhealth.com

Rediscovering
Your
Health

SpecialPromo

$100OFF
FOR ALL LIP BLUSH TATTOO

VALID UNTIL 16.03.25

Screen shot this pic to redeem

36E Bair St, Leongatha0448 881 016
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FIRST up nutritional medi-
cine uses a holistic approach 
to health and wellbeing. It 
looks to address the deep-
er upstream causes of your 
health issues/concerns. As 
an example, let’s take a look 
at supporting your detoxifi-
cations system. Many people 
could do with supporting 
their bodies detoxification 
system.

A first step can be reducing/
removing the inputs/stress-
ors/toxins that your detox sys-
tem is dealing with. This can 
include dietary and lifestyle 
changes – removing/reducing 

highly processed foods, high 
omega 6 oils, food additives, 
etc. Incorporating physical 
movement/exercise acts as a 
natural masseur of your lym-
phatic drainage system.

You can also directly sup-
port the different components 
of your detox system with spe-
cific supplemental nutrients 
and complimentary medicine 
inputs. If you visualise your 
detoxification system as a 
river you first start to get the 
end of the river flowing and 
then work your way back up 
to the cellular level. Start with 
the Bowel, then the Liver & 

the Kidneys, then the Lymph 
System, then the Extracellu-
lar Matrix. All of these can be 
supported.

More next month on the ex-
citing new developments/ap-
proaches/supplements used 
to support improvements in 
a range of Neurological Con-
ditions. 

Adrian Ward – Nutritional 
Medicine Practitioner – Leon-
gatha Health Hub.

RIGHT: Adrian Ward uses 
a holistic approach to health 
and wellbeing through 
nutritional medicine.

GIPPSLAND Primary Health Network 
(PHN) has released new primary care re-
search about mortality rates, avoidable 
deaths and the cost of potentially prevent-
able hospitalisations in Gippsland. 

The research has been presented in two 
Health Insights papers, Primary Care: 
Mortality and health issues in Gippsland 
and Primary Care: keeping people out of 
hospital. The papers benchmark the find-
ings against national data to provide an 
overview of Gippsland’s health needs and 
identify key priority areas. 

The data also emphasises the critical 
role of primary health care in preventing, 
detecting, and treating illnesses to prevent 
unnecessary hospitalisations and improve 
overall health outcomes. This helps re-
duce the burden on hospitals and special-
ised services in Gippsland. 
The data showed: 
• �Life expectancy in Gippsland is 83.1 

years for females (Australia 85.1) and 
78.2 years for males (Australia 81.1). 

• �Avoidable deaths are 48% higher for 
males, with 148 deaths per 100,000 
compared to 100 for women in 
Gippsland. 

• �Rural Australians are more than twice 
as likely to die from potentially avoid-
able causes. 

• �From 2018 to 2022, avoidable deaths 
for circulatory system diseases were 
17% higher in Gippsland compared to 
national rates. 

• �There were 9,783 potentially prevent-
able hospitalisations for people in 
Gippsland during 2022-23. 

• �The Independent Hospital Pricing Au-
thority report showed preventable hos-
pitalisations cost Gippsland $48 million 
per year. 

• �The top reason for potentially prevent-
able hospitalisations for Gippsland 
males was diabetes complications (965 
admissions) and for Gippsland females 
was iron deficiency anaemia (868 ad-
missions). 

• �Barriers for accessing primary care in 
Gippsland include the cost of healthcare, 
lack of availability of appropriate and ac-
cessible primary care options, extended 
wait times and difficulty understanding 
health information and services. 
Gippsland PHN acting Chief Executive 

Officer Angela Jacob said the Health In-
sights papers will drive primary care ini-
tiatives and inform future planning and 
delivery of services for the community. 

The data is part of a 2024 Health Needs 
Assessment that provides an opportunity 
for priority populations in Gippsland to 
share their stories. The Health Needs As-
sessment, which will be released in early 
2025, will inform Gippsland PHN’s work 
and help drive a measurably healthier 
Gippsland.

Keeping people out of 
hospital and examining 
mortality in Gippsland

Nutritional medicine can improve your health, energy, and lifestyle

A FREE virtual women’s 
health clinic will become 
available this year – making 
it easier for Victorian wom-
en to access services like en-
dometriosis and pelvic pain 
care, menstrual health, cer-
vical screening, menopause 
care, breast health care and 
abortion.

The new clinic will launch 
before the middle of the year 
in a partnership between 
the Victorian Government 
and the community health 
organisation EACH – and it 
will offer free, expert medi-
cal advice, treatment and 
care for a range of women’s 
health needs.

Led by specialist nurses, 
it will reduce barriers to 
care, including for women 
in regional and remote ar-
eas where access to services 
like contraception and abor-
tion is hard due to distance 
from major towns.

“We know the gender 
health gap is real, especially 
for women living in regional 
or remote areas of Victoria 
– that is why we’re estab-
lishing this virtual women’s 
clinic to help break down 
the barriers to care,” said 
Minister for Health Mary-
Anne Thomas. 

“Abortion care is health-
care, and while we have  al-
ready made abortion more 
accessible, we know there is 

more to do – because Victo-
rian women deserve to have 
a choice, no matter where 
they live.”

The service is more impor-
tant than ever – barriers and 
delays in accessing care can 
have detrimental impacts 
on a woman’s health, their 
quality of life and the ability 
to participate in school and 

employment.
Available via telehealth or 

online, it will deliver an ini-
tial health assessment and 
some treatment, while pa-
tients can also be connected 
with a GP or get referred to 
a relevant health practitio-
ner as close to home as pos-
sible.

In addition to treating  

immediate health needs, re-
ferrals can also be made to 
various mental health and 
wellbeing, alcohol and other 
drugs, and family violence 
community support servic-
es.

It comes as the State Gov-
ernment’s Mobile Women’s 
Health Clinic van officially 
hits the road.

Operated by BreastScreen 
Victoria, the van is making 
free healthcare more acces-
sible for all women and girls 
in rural and regional parts 
of Victoria including a focus 
on improved access to care 
for First Nations women.

It will deliver a  variety of 
women’s health services, 
including sexual and repro-
ductive health advice, clini-
cal services and referrals for 
medical abortion (MTOP), 
contraception, and referrals 
to other necessary special-
ists.

All services will be de-
livered by an experienced 
nurse or nurse practitioner 
who will work to build con-
nections with women, their 
community and local health 
services.

Both the mobile and vir-
tual clinics are part of the 
landmark $153 million 
women’s health package 
transforming the way wom-
en’s healthcare is delivered 
in Victoria.

Free virtual women’s health 
clinic coming mid year

A free virtual health clinic that offers expert medical 
advice, treatment and care for women in regional and 
remote areas will come online this year.
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HYPNOTHERAPY 
& COUNSELLING

CHILDREN and ADULTS
H Anxiety H Stress 

H P.T.S.D. H DEPRESSION
H Sports Performance H Achieve Goals 

H LOSE WEIGHT H STOP SMOKING
H Relationship Issues 
H I.B.S. H Addictions 

H PHOBIAS H Fertility Issues
Private Health Insurance Rebates available

Over 30 years experience 
in fertility health care

Call Danielle Aitken 
0409 332 052

Servicing Kilcunda and surrounding districts

LEARN Mind Body Techniques based 
on Science and Neuroplasticity
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18
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4

Men’s Mental Health 
Addiction Support 

Relationship Issues 
Depression-Anxiety

Qualifi ed Counsellor 
based in South Gippsland 
antitherapyonIine.com.au 

Shane O’Neill 0403 731 858 

15 MINUTE

FREE
CONSULT

Online
Counselling
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THIS FEBRUARY marks two years 
since the TGA announced that Austra-
lia would be the first country in the 
world to allow access to MDMA and 
psilocybin as controlled medicines, 
when used as a part of therapy. 

Mind Medicine Australia (MMA) is 
the charity that successfully advocat-
ed for clinical access to psychedelic-
assisted therapies (PAT) in Australia 
and successfully applied for the re-
scheduling. 

These breakthrough therapies are 
delivered through the TGA’s estab-
lished Authorised Prescriber frame-
work, which has meant they are rolled 
out in a cautious and considered way. 

Over the course of 2024, the num-
ber of patients who received treatment 
each month steadily increased with an 
estimated 80 patients received PAT in 
2024. 

MMA project that this number will 
increase dramatically in 2025 as the 
number of psychiatrists authorised to 
deliver PAT continues to increase. 

Early outcomes look very promising 
and there have been no significant ad-
verse events reported. 

One of the patients, who experienced 
MDMA assisted therapy wrote: “After 
years of deep pain and emotional suf-
fering, I participated in this treatment 
and for the first time in my adult life 
I am not reliant on pills to help me 
sleep. I have better relationships with 
everyone, especially my family who are 
part of my trauma. I’m not triggered 
constantly, and best of all, I am free to 
love my life. To just Live! This treat-
ment was lifesaving for me after years 
and years of talk therapy and medica-
tion. This needs to be made available 
for everyone with Complex PTSD.” 

With PAT now accessible in Austra-
lia, MMA is working on challenges as-
sociated with the clinical roll out. 

These challenges include affordabil-
ity for patients, training and education 
for clinicians, and securing access 
pathways for MDMA and Psilocybin, 
which MMA will continue to work on 
to become a global leader and inno-
vator in the field, providing advice to 
other nations.

Peter Hunt AM, Chair of MMA, said 
collective efforts have led to these 
world-leading achievements.

“The rescheduling of MDMA and 
Psilocybin marked a historic shift 
in the treatment paradigm of mental 
ill health, and we remain committed 
to fostering accessibility and under-
standing of these innovative thera-
pies.”

For fast facts and more information 
about Mind Medicine Australia and 
its mission to introduce psychedelic-
assisted therapies to Australia, visit 
www.mindmedicineaustralia.org.

The anti-therapist helping 
people transform their lives
SHANE O’Neill is an uncon-

ventional and innovative ‘anti-
therapist’ who challenges tra-
ditional therapeutic methods 
to help individuals confront 
and overcome their personal 
struggles.

With a unique approach that 
blends direct confrontation, 
radical honesty, and a focus 
on personal responsibility, 
Shane has earned a reputation 
for catalysing profound per-
sonal transformations.

Shane’s approach to anti-
therapy is built on the premise 
that traditional therapy can 
sometimes reinforce depen-
dency rather than foster true 
independence and self-suffi-
ciency.

He employs a range of tech-
niques designed to push 
clients out of their comfort 
zones, encouraging them to 
face their fears, confront their 
truths, and take active steps 
toward change.

“My philosophy is rooted in 
the idea that individuals have 
the power to transform their 
lives through self-awareness, 
decisive action, and a commit-
ment to personal responsibil-
ity,” explained Shane.

Key aspects of Shane’s anti-
therapy approach include:

Radical Honesty: Unflinch-
ing truth-telling to help clients 
see their situations clearly.

Direct Confrontation: Ad-
dressing issues head-on with-
out sugar-coating or avoid-
ance.

Personal Responsibility: 
Empowering clients to take 
ownership of their actions and 
outcomes

Shane specialises in working 
with clients who feel stuck in 
traditional therapy, or those 

who believe therapy is not for 
them.

His areas of expertise in-
clude working with addiction 
issues, depression/anxiety, re-
lationship issues, overcoming 
procrastination and self-sabo-
tage, breaking free from limit-
ing beliefs, enhancing person-
al accountability, addressing 
deep-seated fears and insecu-
rities and cultivating resilience 
and self-reliance.

Along with lived experience, 
Shane has a Bachelor’s De-
gree in Counselling and has 
worked with over 1500 clients 
as a Counsellor, Psychothera-
pist, and Drug and Alcohol 
Therapist.

Shane is based in Buffalo 
South Gippsland and sup-
ports clients predominantly 
online and offers a free 15 
minute introductory session.

After the introductory ses-
sion, if it’s the right fit, a plan 
for moving forward is made 
with 60 or 30 minute weekly 
video sessions available, to do 
the work of identifying, dis-
cussing and exploring ways to 
implement behaviour change 
throughout the week.

For more information or to 
book a session go to: www.an-
titherapyonline.com.au.

Challenging traditional therapeutic methods is counsellor 
Shane O’Neill, whose approach asks for radical honesty, 
direct confrontation and personal responsibility from clients 
for rapid transformation. 

Mind Medicine Australia have 
successfully trialled psychedelic-
assisted therapies with the number 
of patients treated set to increase this 
year. Photo: Mark Willims on Unsplash. 

Innovative treatment 
for mental illness is 

changing lives
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YOUR SAY
Sentinel-Times

COMMENT

Bail law failures  
a pointer for  

policy makers

The ‘Sentinel-Times’ encourages readers to 
write with issues of interest or concern but 
letters that have a local reference point will 
be given priority. Writers are also urged to be 
brief where possible. Letters may be edited 
for space and legal reasons, and must be 
submitted with the author’s name and contact 
details of which only the name and town 
location will appear.

Too old to govern, he says
Here in Australia’s High Court we 

have mandatory retirement of judges at 
70 years of age. The reason is that it 
is believed that people over 70 years of 
age no longer have the critical thinking 
skills necessary to make complex deci-
sions.

I believe that we should have manda-
tory retirement of all politicians when 
they reach the age of 70. Mr Broadbent 
is 74 years of age.

We need to look no further than to the 
USA and their old President.

On Friday he ordered the release of 
masses of water from two Northern 
California dams to put out the wild-
fires in Southern California. Firstly, the 
Southern California wildfires had been 
contained by Friday and secondly the 
water doesn’t flow south but out to sea.

Now the farmers have no water to 
grow summer crops.

The President promised to reduce the 
cost of living but his actions have done 
the opposite.

Frank Schooneveldt, Wonthaggi.

South Gippsland  
not open for business

Did you know the reception office of the 
South Gippsland Shire is only open very 
restricted hours and days.

Surely a shire of its size could manage 
to give better service than this to ratepay-
ers.

I have gone to the door even on so-
called open times and they are very firmly 
closed.

Nancy Jensen, Korumburra

Editor’s note: The opening times for the 
South Gippsland Shire Council offices 
are: Leongatha Monday & Wednesday 
10am-3pm, Korumburra (Community 
Hub) Tuesday & Thursday 10am-3pm. 
Friday closed.

Citizens’ lobby  
calls for members

The Strzelecki Ward Citizens Assem-
bly is launching a targeted marketing 
strategy to expand its current list of 80 
people to 500 people over the next six 
months.

Strengthening democracy and build-
ing trust in council is clearly dependent 
on people feeling that they can be en-
gaged and influence their ward council-
lors’ and council’s decisions. Council 
with its $94m budget and 120 services 
is important to all of us and our com-
munities.

It is important that all communities 
feel listened to and receive an equitable 

THERE has been a lot of talk since 
Donald Trump was elected about un-
winding the woke approach to policy 
making in favour of a so-called revolu-
tion in commonsense.

And certainly, we can all point to ar-
eas where misguided attempts at social 
engineering have led to policy failure.

Whether or not the changes to the bail 
laws by the present state government, 
in October 2023, was one of those ar-
eas of policy failure, should be up to an 
expert panel of legal and law enforce-
ment professionals to decide, with 
community consultation on proposed 
changes.

But there was a strong focus on the 
state of the bail laws in Victoria, and law 
and order generally in the run up to the 
by-elections in Werribee and Prahran at 
the weekend.

Buckle up for more of that as we ap-
proach the next Federal Election in April 
or May this year and the November 2026 
State Election where you get the feeling 
the campaign has already started, 21 
months out!

Getting back to the bail laws, we 
should probably ignore the commentary 
by the politicians, on both sides, and fo-
cus on the concerns of the community 
and the opinions of experts.

Nick Papas KC, a former chief mag-
istrate and crown prosecutor, also said 
bail is a “soft target” in any law and order 
debate and that behind every bail deci-
sion, particularly when young offenders 
or Aboriginal offenders are involved, a 
delicate balance needs to be struck.

But he has also says that the balance 
has been tipped too far in the favour of 
repeat offenders in Victoria.

And we’ve certainly experienced those 
problems locally.

It’s likely that the changes made by 
the government in 2023, placing man-
datory conditions on magistrates when 
dealing with bail applications by young 
people, First Nations people, in family 
violence cases and with certain offences 
have contributed to the “revolving door” 
in Victoria’s courts.

The reality is that deciding who should 
remain in custody and who should be 
released into the community is often a 
very tough decision for magistrates, bal-
ancing the welfare of the offender and 
the prospect that incarceration could 
result in long-term problems for the 
community, with the imperative of com-
munity and victim safety.

All of their legal knowledge and experi-
ence is brought to bear keeping in mind 
the specifics of the case. And saddling 
them with too many mandatory require-
ments is fraught with danger.

Ultimately, as with all policy develop-
ment, we have to rely on the experts, 
combined with genuine community con-
sultation, but without the woke agendas 
and political interference.

share of discretionary funds that coun-
cil allocates annually. It important that 
council and our councillors step up and 
make a genuine commitment to open, 
transparent and accountable perfor-
mance.

It is heartening that council itself is 
aware of the need to improve engage-
ment and consultation and we indeed 
have a commitment from our ward 
councillors along these lines.

To be heard however, requires the ac-
tive support of a large group of people 
who obviously have the capacity to be 
heard and responded to. We will be con-
ducting a series of workshops in the 
next three months on council’s vision 
for the future, it is four-year plan and 
its 2025-26 budget.

Council has a serious performance 
gap with less than 50% of people not 
supporting its overall performance. 
Working together with our ward coun-
cillors and council we can all contribute 
to improved performance by building a 
collaborative culture.

If you wish to be involved, can you 
please email your contact details to eco-
lore1@bigpond.com.

Together we can have far more influ-
ence than if we stand alone. Restoring 
confidence in the performance of coun-
cil requires active engagement not only 
the council in seeking to consult and en-
gage the community but the community 
itself. There will be no change if the peo-
ple who feel left out are not prepared to 
stand up and be counted.

Andrew McEwen, Korumburra (co-
convener Strzelecki Ward Citizens As-
sembly).

Took offense at  
Cr Morgan’s accusations

Offended by Cr Mat Morgan’s Austra-
lia Day Comment posted by Michael 
Giles publisher of SGST ‘Point of View 
Section’ SGST January 12th, 2025.

Firstly, I am not keen on local coun-
cillors using local council as a platform 
for any political party, but this can be 
found in more councils these days. In 
Mat’s case I voted for him to fight for 
our three Rs, rates, roads and rubbish.

I am not opposed to Cr Morgan and 
his beliefs, even though they may be dif-
ferent to mine, as that is what makes 
Australia such a great place to live, 
‘freedom of speech’. And as far as Mat 
marching in protest, that’s his right, but 
dare I say many voters in Bass Coast 
would not have cared if he hadn’t writ-
ten anything about his plans and beliefs.

But what I took offence to (and hurt) 
was in his beliefs (reasoning) statement: 
“…perhaps we could try recognising 
January 26th respectfully, because it 
is a day of mourning for heaps of First 
Nations People, many of whom mourn  

violence, slavery and the murder of their 
ancestors at the hands of our grandpar-
ents and great grandparents…”

My local ancestry history: The Mis-
son’s (Statter Misson Road, Bass, used 
to be just Misson Road and Densley’s 
Road (Kilcunda) were some of the first 
settlers in the area. They both have gen-
erations buried at Corinella and Kilcun-
da Cemeteries.

Many years ago, we celebrated (with 
60 other Missons worldwide) the Mis-
son 150th year anniversary since the 
Misson Clan settled in the district. We 
began our four days of celebrations at 
the Corinella Cemetery with a Church of 
England service that my grandparents 
would have used back then.

Both families were very religious with 
strong Christian beliefs, both grandfa-
ther and great grandfather were local 
Church of England Ministers at Bass 
and Corinella, and my grandmother 
Gertrude Densley of a Sunday drove her 
‘Cariole’ (single horse drawn carriage) 
over the hills to Kilcunda and Bass, 
where she fell in love with the Minis-
ter, my grandfather, to play the organ at 
their churches.

Grandfather and great grandfather 
were both councillors at the then Woola-
mai-Kilcunda Council (now Bass Coast) 
and as the history books say, they were 
real tough fighters for the voters in their 
electorate. (Something I feel very proud 
of each time I read about their presence 
at council meetings).

Cr Morgan I have my family histo-
ry back to 1564, and I know that my 
grandfather and great grandfather took 
no part in any of the above, in fact they 
were renowned for giving and accepting 
all.

Cr Morgan, your generalisation state-
ment I took personally, and I know my 
ancestors would also be very offended, 
and just maybe, you could clarify your 
statement, firstly by making a public 
apology in the SGST to myself and my 
Misson and Densley cousins and fami-
lies.

I will write to Mat and invite him to 
join me to discuss other aspects of his 
comments 

As I have Aboriginal family relations, 
I was best man at two weddings of the 
so-called young ‘stolen generation’. I 
taught one term of Aboriginal Studies 
at school, and my list goes on. And even 
perhaps talk about the three Rs with 
him.

George Misson, Inverloch.

Mobility scooter’s  
plea to gardeners

As a mobility scooter owner and rider, 
I would like to ask gardeners who allow 
their plants to grow outside their garden 
fences to please keep these plants in good 
trim so scooter riders, pedestrians and 
parents with prams and pushers can safe-
ly pass on clear footpaths.

It is amazing how often a bush, over 
hanging tree or black berry bush will pro-
trude.

Please consider other people. Thank 
you.

Nancy Joyce, Korumburra.

What do you have planned for Valentine’s Day?
Vox Pop

Bianca
“Hope to have a nice quiet 
dinner with my partner but we 
have little kids, so it is a bit 
difficult.”

Vanessa
“It’s me and my partner’s 
engagement anniversary 
so I hope he will bring me 
flowers.”

Emily
“Not doing much, going to 
Wilsons Promontory to relax, 
surf and spend time with the 
family ”

Brock
“Going out for dinner with 
my partner and after that a 
movie.”
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OVER the years, I’ve had the privi-
lege of working in numerous recovery 
centres across the country, supporting 
communities devastated by bushfires, 
floods, and storms. In fact, even as I 
write this, I’m waiting to hear about 
deployment to the current floods in 
Townsville. It’s exhausting work—
physically, emotionally, and spiritual-
ly—but it’s also life-giving. Sitting with 
people in their grief, listening to their 
stories, and offering comfort in their 
darkest moments is sacred work.

Disasters have a way of shaking our 
sense of security. In an instant, homes 
are lost, communities are shattered, 
and lives are forever changed. Yet, in 
these moments of heartbreak, I have 
also witnessed incredible resilience, 
kindness, and generosity. Strangers 
become family. Hope is found in a hot 
meal, a listening ear, or the simple 
presence of someone who cares.

God does not cause these disasters, 
but He is present in them. Psalm 34:18 
reminds us, “The Lord is close to the 
broken hearted and saves those who 
are crushed in spirit.” Even in the ash-
es, the floodwaters, and the wreckage, 
God is at work—through the hands of 
first responders, through the volun-
teers who show up, and through the 
quiet prayers whispered in the night.

If you are navigating the aftermath of 
a disaster, know that you are not alone. 
God walks with you, bringing comfort, 
strength, and restoration. And if you 
are in a position to help, don’t under-
estimate the power of your kindness. 
Sometimes, the greatest gift you can of-
fer is simply showing up.

Even in the worst of times, hope re-
mains. God’s love is never washed 
away, never burned up, never broken 
by the storm. It endures—just as we 
do, together.

Amanda Heart, Corps Officer, South 
Coast Gippsland Salvos 

Hope in the  
midst of disaster

• FAITH FACTOR

A NEW booster pump at the Dumbalk wa-
ter tower has passed all the tests. It was offi-
cially connected to the reticulated main pipe 
on Thursday, February 6, increasing water 
supply pressure to the town. 

South Gippsland Water crews will in-
crease the water pressure in increments 
every week over the next two months to re-
duce any sudden impact on infrastructure. 

Dumbalk residents should monitor their 
internal plumbing systems including any 
connected water appliances like dishwash-
ers, washing machines, air conditioners 
and water tanks. 

Plumbing related to things such as these 
can fail with higher pressure if they are not in 
line with Australian plumbing requirements. 

South Gippsland Water Managing Direc-
tor, Robert Murphy, said the $195,000 up-
grade to Dumbalk’s water supply system 
was part of their ongoing commitment to 
continue delivering quality, sustainable wa-
ter and wastewater services to the region. 

“The booster pump is designed to make 
Dumbalk’s water pressure more reliable,” 
Mr Murphy explains. 

“It will also let South Gippsland Water by-
pass water from the tower during planned 
and unplanned maintenance, resulting in 
fewer interruptions of the town’s water sup-
ply.” 

South Gippsland Water first commis-
sioned the Dumbalk water tower in the 
1960s. 

“Today, we need to ensure we continue to 
supply water pressure to the standard set 
by the Water Services Association of Austra-
lia,” Mr Murphy said. 

These renewal works are a high priority 
to keep the system working. The booster 
pump station will now be able to read the 
downstream discharge pressure and au-
tomatically adjust to maintain adequate 
pressure.

Improving Dumbalk’s 
water pressureEmail your letters to news@sgst.com.au

Cartoon by Glenn ‘Grobb’ Robinson.

Delighted to be  
an Australian

How wonderful it was to be able to get 
out and about in Gippsland last week-
end to join in local celebrations of our 
wonderful nation and what it is to be an 
Australian.

I was fortunate to attend events in 
Yinnar, Seaspray, Foster, Dumbalk and 
even a new citizenship ceremony in Sale 
where I was able to welcome 40 new 
Australians from 17 different countries 
including Pakistan, Russia, India, UK, 
Kuwait, the Netherlands, NZ, Singa-
pore, Thailand, the Philippines, Cambo-
dia, Switzerland, USA, South Africa, Sri 
Lanka, Italy and Zimbabwe.

I was particularly moved to hear one of 
our new Australians quite literally squeal 
with delight as she took the oath of alle-
giance and accepted her certificate.

It is very easy to take for granted all 
the wonderful liberties we are afforded 
as Australians and seeing someone so 
excited to join our nation was a wonder-
ful reminder of just how lucky we are.

Congratulations again to our newest 
Australians!

Danny O’Brien MP, Member for 
Gippsland South.

Town drains  
not good enough

I returned to Korumburra recently, to 
the funeral of a friend at St Paul’s Church 
of England, Bridge Street. I parked oppo-
site the church on the high side of Bridge 
Street.

I was disgusted at the condition of the 
shoulder of the street road, it was very 
dangerous to get out of a car.

There were such big drains, the proper 
drain being completely blocked off to this 
street is the only parking available. Surely, 
the shire could maintain the drain.

I saw one woman have a nasty fall get-
ting out of her car because of the condi-
tion of the road’s shoulder.

It is very obvious that the side of the 
street from the police station to Princes 
Road never has any clean-up, the other 
side has concrete paving and is swept it 
seems.

Joyce Smithly, Warragul.

Editor: Please note - No verification of 
name and address was available.

Defence civilian  
transition the problem

It is my view that there is no decline 
in national pride but there is a failure 
to manage the Defence-civilian inter-
face.

You cannot have veterans commit-
ting suicide at record rates and have 
the wider community think Defence is 
a good career choice.

Veterans are in my view the back-
bone of Team Australia.

It also doesn’t help that Defence 
feels entitled to civilian support but it 
doesn’t sell the transferable skills ac-
quired by Defence service and then in 
my experience largely abandons veter-
ans on separation.

And finally, Defence doesn’t work 
at passing on patriotic values to first 
and second-generation migrants who 
don’t have relatives who served de-
fending Australia in WW1 or WW2 in 
an inclusive way.

Kevin Walsh RFD (Veteran), Cape 
Paterson.
 

Rein in council  
excesses, he says

I read your article recently regarding 
the off-loading of the Wonthaggi and 
San Remo cemeteries. One point you 
forgot to mention is the approximate 
cost off nearly $4 million to offload it.

I cannot believe the council’s at-
titude to the disposal of this town’s 
history, advising cemeteries are not in 
our agenda.

Again, we have over inflated egos, 
forgetting what this town’s history 
is all about, yet we can purchase art 
work ($160,000 approx) to hang in 
the overpriced cultural centre (quot-
ed $17.1 million actual cost over $31 
million) and no explanation on cost 
blow out.

If this happened in private business 
heads would have rolled, but not in 

the protected species in council.
So, what increase are we about to 

incur to pay for more council indul-
gence? The extravagance never seems 
to stop.

Lyall Broughton, North Wonthaggi.

Nobbled by  
nostalgia or worse

It seems to me that conservatives 
are hellbent on returning Australia to 
the ‘Golden Years’ of the 1950s. Strug-
gling with ever-faster change and pin-
ing for a return of the good old days, 
they seek to turn back the clock in the 
expectation that this will somehow re-
store a nostalgically remembered land 
of milk and honey.

I myself am pragmatically progres-
sive.

In my view progressives have kicked 
an own goal as a result of well-inten-
tioned overreach, so triggering some 
backlash.

When I was Mayor of Greater Dande-
nong, I didn’t go for the then in-vogue 
‘Seasons Greetings’ Christmas Cards. 
I sent religiously themed cards.

I did this after a discussion with 
my Lebanese Australian wife. She ex-
plained to me that in Lebanon it was 
common practice for Christians to 
celebrate Eid (Eid al-Fitr) with their 
Muslim friends and for Muslims to 
celebrate Christmas with their Chris-
tian friends. Both accepted and val-
ued each other.

It is not British traditions versus 
Eastern traditions, it is both! In my 
view much of the so called ‘Culture 
Wars’ are in practice an attempt to re-
turn Australia to the discredited Inte-
grationist social policy.

Given 48% of Australians are first 
or second-generation migrants and 
most are not of British heritage, such 
an approach is both unlikely to work 
and socially corrosive.

Major Kevin Walsh RFD RAINF 
(Ret’d), Cape Paterson.

Visit our website:
www.sgst.com.au
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GIPPSLAND’S Water’s 2024/25 summer 
internship program has produced the high-
est rate of women participants in five years.  

Six of the 12 students in this year’s pro-
gram were women, including three of the 
eight students who worked in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) roles across the organisation. 

Managing director Sarah Cumming said it 
was a sign that initiatives like International 
Day of Women and Girls in Science (Feb-
ruary 11) were raising the profile of STEM 
careers and highlighting pathways in STEM 
focused industries, like the water sector.  

“This year we had three talented young 
women take on STEM roles in our environ-
ment and asset management teams as part 
of our internship program, along with a fur-
ther three placed in other departments,” Ms 
Cumming said. 

“You don’t need to be a scientist or engineer 
to work in the water sector, although there 
are many of those opportunities available.  

Ms Cumming, a former litigation lawyer, 
said her own career trajectory in the water 
industry had been deeply rewarding.  

“I love working in an industry that has far 
reaching impacts and can make a real differ-
ence in our community while providing an 
essential service.” 

Ms Cumming said the organisation hoped 
to inspire the next generation of female lead-
ers in STEM to explore the water industry 
as their next major career step by providing 
new and rewarding opportunities.  

“According to 2023 Australian Government 
data, women currently make up 37 per cent 
of enrolments in university STEM courses, 
but only 15 per cent of STEM-qualified jobs 
are held by women. This something we’re 
passionate about changing,” Ms Cumming 
said.  

“Our most recent cohort of students has 
given us confidence we’re on the right path. 

“Employing more women in STEM is not 
just a goal; it’s necessary to expand talent 
pools and bring in fresh perspectives.” 

Gippsland Water’s annual Summer Intern-
ship program offers university students the 
opportunity to gain hands on experience in 
the water sector with three months of paid 
work.  Applications open mid-year at  www.
gippswater.com.au/careers  

Summer internship students Zara, 
Ella and Emily, worked in STEM roles in 
Gippsland Water’s asset management, 
asset planning and environment teams. 

Growing women in 
water workforce

Mum returns for a 
healing birth experience
JACINTA Simmons admits 

she was a bit nervous about 
having a second child after 
her first birth turned into 
an emergency caesarean.

But the experience at 
Gippsland Southern Health 
Service for baby number 
two turned into a redemp-
tive and healing experience. 

The Dalyston mum is now 
enjoying her expanded family 
after having a vaginal birth 
after the previous cesarean 
section (VBAC), with Elijah 
born on January 5 to become 
a little brother for Jensen.

“I had a rough time with my 
first baby with an induction 
that turned into an emer-
gency caesarean,” she said. 
“I was feeling awful after it.”

Her second birth was a 
totally different experience. 
“This time was the flip side; 
I had a spontaneous la-
bour and got skin-to-skin 
straight away and personal 
time with him.”

Jacinta and her husband 
Brad had their first child in 
Wonthaggi and, happy with 
the support they received, 
followed Dr Sam Bell to Le-
ongatha. 

“We liked him previously 
and I wanted someone fa-
miliar and consistent for my 
appointments, and for if we 
needed a planned caesar, as 
he did an excellent job with 
my first,” Jacinta said. 

“Dr Sewellyn Gale was the 
doctor on call when we had 
Elijah and she was also ex-
cellent, kind, supportive 
and a wonderful addition to 
my care team.” 

Jacinta and her care team 
talked about options ahead 
of time, understanding that 

GSHS can do VBACs but 
can’t induce VBAC women. 
“Because I went into sponta-
neous labour and was full-
term, it ticked all the crite-
ria,” Jacinta said. 

“The other option was to 
go to Monash which would 
have been a whole new 
ballgame because of the  

distance and the different 
vibe of a big hospital. We 
wanted a small-town hos-
pital and I was so thrilled 
to be able to do the things I 
couldn’t with our first.”

Jacinta said the GSHS 
team supported the family 
all the way. “They were there 
for us going through the 

whole experience,” she said. 
“We felt like we connected 
really well with the mid-
wives and had great time to 
spend with the doctor.  

“We came in with a spon-
taneous labour and very 
quickly progressed through 
back-to-back intense con-
tractions. It got very chaotic 
very quickly from my end 
but I still felt really looked 
after and cared for.

“It was all very friendly 
and personable and they 
made us feel at home.”

Jacinta realises no preg-
nancy is the same so wasn’t 
sure what to expect. “My 
mum had three very differ-
ent births so I was always 
acutely aware that every 
pregnancy and birth is dif-
ferent,” she said.

“When you’re doing it, you 
think what if we had a re-
peat of last time and have to 
go to an emergency cesar.”

The breakthrough came 
when the doctor told her 
she’d passed the point where 
she could have an emergen-
cy cesar. “The whole room 
knew that was a winning 
statement…we’re doing this, 
this VBAC is happening. It 
was daunting but also ‘yeah, 
let’s go’. Everyone was on 
the same page – this was 
what we were aiming for.

The support carried 
through to recovery as well 
and follow-up care.

“We didn’t feel rushed at 
any point,” Jacinta said. 
“Every stage from the mo-
ment we walked in to recov-
ery, they were happy to an-
swer any questions. It was 
all `we’re here to help you 
in the way you want’.”

Jacinta Simmons with baby number two Elijah, and little 
brother of Jensen. 

THE KEN Hore Tourism 
Mentoring Program is cel-
ebrating eleven years of sup-
porting emerging tourism 
leaders and application are 
once again open for the 2025 
program. 

The program is now in its 
11th year and continues its 
mission to nurture and de-
velop the next generation 
of tourism professionals in 
Gippsland, Phillip Island and 
Bass Coast.

Since its launch in 2014, 
the Ken Hore Tourism Men-
toring Program has helped 64 
tourism professionals build 
their skills, confidence, and 
networks, strengthening Vic-
toria’s tourism sector.

The program honours the 
late Ken Hore, who was a 
respected tourism leader 
known for his dedication to 
promoting regional tourism. 

At the 2011 Victorian Tour-
ism Awards, Ken received the 
award for Outstanding Con-
tribution by an Individual in 
acknowledgment of his tour-
ism career. 

To continue his legacy, the 
program provides hands-on 
learning experiences, one-on-
one mentoring, and network-
ing opportunities to help new 
and emerging tourism profes-
sionals grow their careers in 
the industry. 

Applications are open to  

individuals who have worked 
in tourism for five years or 
less and are currently em-
ployed in the Gippsland or 
Phillip Island tourism sector. 

Applicants may be full time, 
part time or casual and can 
be working in any aspect of 
the private or publicly funded 

tourism sector.
By investing in new tal-

ent and fostering innovation, 
the program ensures that 
Gippsland and Bass Coast re-
main vibrant and welcoming 
destinations for visitors from 
across Australia and beyond.

The program is led in  

collaboration by Destination 
Gippsland, Destination Phil-
lip Island and Bass Coast 
Shire Council. For more in-
formation and to apply, visit 
www.visitphillipisland.com.
au/destination-phillipisland/
ken-hore-tourism-mentoring-
program                  

2024 participants of the Ken Hore Tourism Mentoring Program on a Wildlife Coast Cruise. 

Mentorship program open for local tourism professionals

ARE you being annoyed by noise from 
industry, construction, loud entertainment 
venues or just noisy neighbours? EPA Victo-
ria has a quick guide on who to call when it’s 
all too loud. CEO Lee Miezis said excessive 
noise is not just annoying, it can harm your 
health and the environment, too.

“EPA, your local council and Victoria Police 
all play a role in enforcing the regulations, 
and it is not just about volume limits,” Mr 
Meizis said.

“Noise can cause harm when it disturbs 
sleep or interferes with rest and recreation. 
That’s all part of the General Environmen-
tal Duty (GED), Victorian law that makes it 
everyone’s responsibility to take reasonable 
steps to reduce the risk of harm to people 
and the environment.”

Since the GED applies to everyone, the 
EPA urges you to remember that you might 
be the noisy one if you’re not considerate.

“This summer, be kind to the environment 
and your community. Fulfil your environ-
mental duty, assess how your activities may 
impact the environment, your community 
and your neighbours, and take whatever ac-
tion is necessary,” Mr Miezis said. 

Call to reduce 
noise pollution
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Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club, 75 Graham Street
Come and join in the laughs at South Coast FM Bingo

 RAFFLES  DOOR PRIZES 

JA
21

48
6

WEDNESDAY 1pm - 3pm
THURSDAY 7pm - 9pm

WONTHAGGIWONTHAGGI

Sentinel-Times

Send Send 
us your us your 
photosphotos
If you’re having a 
21st, club function, 
wedding, or other 
social event, take 
some photos, name 
the people in the 
snaps and email to 
news@sgst.com.au

It won’t cost a cent to see them in print!

What’s on YOUR LOCAL GUIDE TO ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

By Meg Viney

Ingredients
• 4 eggs
• 1 large or 2 small zucchinis sliced
• �1 red capsicum OR a very handy 

jar of roasted capsicum (3 pieces, 
chopped roughly)

• 2 tablespoons olive oil
• ½ cup grated parmesan
• 1 onion, finely chopped
• �A sprig of fresh thyme (or ½ teasp 

dried)
• A knob of butter

Method
If you have fresh capsicum, cut in 

half and grill until the skin black-
ens, then place in a paper bag for 
10 minutes, and you can then peel 
the skin off and remove the seeds.  
Slice into strips.   The ones in the 
jar are very handy if you don’t grow 
them though...

Beat the eggs thoroughly then add 
half the parmesan

In a large pan, sauté the zucchini, 
turning once, until softened and 
pale brown.  Remove

In the remaining oil, or add more, 
sauté the onion with a pinch of salt, 
over a low heat, lid on, until soft 
and aromatic.  Add the thyme.

Add all ingredients to the eggs. 
Melt the butter in the pan and 

pour in the egg mixture.  Cook over 
a low-medium heat, gently lifting 
the edges to allow the uncooked egg 
to flow underneath and thus cook.  
Once cooked, top with the remain-
ing parmesan and grill (be sure to 
put foil over the handle!) until just 
gold and bubbling.

Slide onto a platter.   Serve just 
warm or room temperature with a 
salad and crunchy bread.

Zucchini 

Frittata

FOSTER is the place to be 
on Friday March 14, with an 
unmissable night of enter-
tainment showcasing incred-
ible local and national talent.

Golden Guitar winner Matt 
Scullion will take the stage, 
supported by popular lo-
cal duo No Promises, for a 
cabaret-style evening sure to 
impress.

Matt, an acclaimed Austra-
lian singer-songwriter, has 
three albums under his belt 
and recently swept three 
categories at the 2025 Tam-
worth Songwriters Awards: 
Local Hero, People’s Choice, 
and the song maker recogni-
tion of Songwriters into the 
Hall of Fame. 

Opening the night, No 

Promises brings their versa-
tile playlist, blending coun-
try, pop, rock, and blues. 
Eric and Janine deliver mu-
sic that crosses genres and 
creates great vibes for every 
listener.

Organised by the Yanakie 
Progress Association, repre-
sentative Dave Johnson said 
today, “We are absolutely 

thrilled to be able to bring 
these two great acts togeth-
er on the one night. It is an 
event not to be missed”. 

Mark your calendars for 
Friday, 14 March 2025, 
the event is BYO food-and-
drinks, tickets are $40 for 
adults and $20 for kids and 
can be found at trybooking.
com/CYPAB.

Matt Scullion and No Promises set to shine in Foster

ABOVE: Local duo, No Promises will be appearing in Foster with Matt Scullion.
RIGHT: Golden Guitar winner, Matt Scullion will be coming to Foster.
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What’s on YOUR LOCAL GUIDE TO ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Studio Phoenix dancers light up the 
stage with places available for this year
THE WONTHAGGI Union 

Community Arts Centre was 
alive with young performer en-
ergy as Studio Phoenix Dance 
took to the stage for their 2024 
Annual Concerts on December 
14th and 15th. Across three 
breathtaking performances, stu-
dents from both the Wonthaggi 
and Newhaven studios dazzled 
audiences with their passion, 
talent, and pure joy for dance.

From sophisticated tap 
rhythms to explosive hip hop 
energy, from the grace of bal-
let to the raw emotion of con-
temporary, each routine was 
performed with confidence and 
flair. The tiniest performers—
our Ready Set Dance, Ready Set 
Ballet, and Tiny Phoenix danc-
ers—melted hearts and proved 
that even the youngest stars can 
shine bright. Their energy and 
enthusiasm were infectious, 
leaving the crowd in absolute 
awe.

Every student, from wide-eyed 
beginners to powerhouse se-
nior dancers, brought their A-
game. But the magic wasn’t just 
on stage. Behind the scenes, 
the camaraderie was just as 
heartwarming—quick costume 
changes were met with helping 
hands, words of encouragement 
were shared, and friendships 
deepened in the wings.

And let’s talk about the 
costumes! Jazz performers  

sparkled with dazzling rhine-
stones, ethereal mermaid 
skirts floated through the en-
chanting Peter Pan ballet, and 
bold, dynamic theatrical and 
tap costumes added extra flair. 
Add in a professionally edited 
soundtrack and stunning light-
ing, and the result was nothing 

short of breathtaking.
More than just a performance, 

the 2024 Studio Phoenix Annual 
Concert was a true celebration 
of the thriving Bass Coast dance 
community, showcasing the in-
credible talent, dedication, and 
love for the art form that contin-
ues to grow stronger each year.

2024: A Year of Triumph and 
Growth—Setting the Stage for 
an Even Brighter 2025

Beyond the concert, 2024 was 
a monumental year for Studio 
Phoenix Dance. Students soared 
in competitions, bringing home 
medals, and two dedicated 
dancers, Anabelle and Jade, 
earned places in the prestigious 
Transit Dance Youth program 
‘Elevate.’ Every Saturday in 
2025, they will train with some 
of Australia’s top dance educa-
tors—an incredible achievement 
that highlights the exceptional 
training opportunities available 
right here on the Bass Coast.

With so many milestones 
achieved over the past year, 
2025 is already shaping up to be 
even more exciting! The studio 
is buzzing with new faces, fresh 
goals, and big dreams waiting 
to unfold. If last year was a tri-
umph, this year is set to be a 
showstopper.

And the best part? It’s not 
too late to be part of the magic! 
Whether your child is a tiny tot 
eager to twirl, a teen ready to 
take the stage, or someone sim-
ply looking to dance, move, and 
grow, there’s a place for them at 
Studio Phoenix Dance.

Email admin@studiophoenix.
dance to enrol today, and follow 
us on social media for all the lat-
est updates, performances, and 
behind-the-scenes magic!

THE FRIENDS of Inver-
loch Library are thrilled 
to have booked incredible 
authors for the year, with 
the first one to visit being 
Kate Mildenhall on Friday 
February 28. 

Kate is both a writer and 
teacher and has produced 
several books over past 
years with her latest book 
being for children.

Each of Kate’s books 
present a very different 
reading experience in sub-
ject matter and trajectory 
but share the theme of be-
ing very well written. 

Kate is the author of 
Skylarking (2016), The 
Mother Fault (2020) and 
The Hummingbird Effect 
(2023). 

In 2024 she released her 
first picture book “To Stir 
with Love,” which Paper-
play in Inverloch have sev-
eral copies of, as well as 
her other books.

Kate has been looking 
forward to coming to In-
verloch to speak for quite 
some time and she is also 
planning to visit the pri-
mary school to talk about 
her new children’s book. 

For the past six years 
she has co-hosted The 
First Time podcast with 
Katherine Colette, inter-
viewing hundreds of writ-
ers including Tim Winton, 
Helen Garner, Richard 
Flanagan, George Saun-
ders, Charlotte Wood and 
many more. 

Kate lives on Wurund-
jeri lands in Hurstbridge 
with her partner and two 
children. She is current-
ly undertaking a PhD in 
creative process at RMIT 
University and working on 
her fourth novel. 

Signed copies of Kate’s 
books will be available for 
purchase on the night.

Kate Mildenhall will be 
presenting at the Inver-
loch Library on Friday 
February 28 from 6 pm. 

Author Kate Mildenhall 
will be presenting at the 
Inverloch Library on 
Friday February 28.

Author Kate 
Mildenhall 
coming to 
Inverloch

THE ever-popular Mirboo 
North Market will now have a 
solid program of live music at 
the monthly event, thanks to a 
grant from OSMI, the developers 
of Delburn Wind Farm. 

While the market often has live 
music when they can, the fund-
ing means the committee can 
lock in musicians for the year 
ahead.

“We’re always on the look-
out for new artists,” said Doug 
Parke, who is in the process of 
securing musicians. 

While there are some acts that 
are outside the committee’s price 
range, they are happy to negoti-
ate the right price for musicians 
looking for some local exposure. 

In the past, the market has 
hosted artists such as Benjamin 

Hall, Gavin Chatelier, Shardave, 
Jane Coker, Eric Collier and 
Borderline. 

The funding from OSMI and 
subsequent entertainment will 
provide an additional incentive 
for people to attend the market, 
one of the aims of the organising 
committee. 

With the market expanding 
from 40 stalls to about 100 
stalls, in a matter of months and 
with a population of only 2500 
people in Mirboo North, Doug 
commented they need to contin-
ue to draw people to the market 
from the surrounding area, to 
ensure it stays sustainable. 

Another way the committee 
have been doing this is by run-
ning a successful Market Money 
program for almost 18 months, 

which gives attendees the oppor-
tunity to win $150 to spend at 
the market. 

The program has direct ben-
efits for attendees and stallhold-
ers, and committee members 
also have the chance to engage 
directly with attendees and re-
ceive feedback on the market 
and where people come from.

The Mirboo North Market is a 
vibrant community event with 
great food and coffee, live mu-
sic, a selection of quality stalls 
including growers, bakers, mer-
chants and makers and is situat-
ed right in the heart of the town.

It is held on the last Satur-
day of each month (except De-
cember), from 8.30am-1pm at 
Baromi Park, Ridgway, Mirboo 
North.

Benjamin Hall is the latest 
musician to play at the Mirboo 
North Market, which will have a 
solid lineup of live acts thanks to 
a recent grant. 

Mirboo North Market secures funding for musicians

Tap dancing at Studio Phoenix.

Dancers at last years concert. 
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George Auddino, Andrea Stephenson 
and Gail Beer of Korumburra 
Rotary Club provide hospitality for 
Korumburra Show attendees on 
Friday evening. A25_0625

Inverloch Edible Gardens volunteers 
Helen Carden and Julie Dunn with 
organiser Maddy Harford B26_0625

Bev and Liz from Inverloch enjoying 
the Edible Open Gardens Weekend 
B27_0625

Matilda Henry and Anabelle Friswell 
were decked out in yellow for Bass 
Coast College’s swimming carnival on 
Friday. tk01_0625

Thomas O’Mahoney and Jarrah 
Tagell competed in Bass Coast 
College’s swimming carnival at the 
Korumburra outdoor pool on Friday. 
Tk03_0625

Inverloch Beachgoers Mark and 
Deborah keeping their distance from 
Sammy the Seal at Norman Point 
B20_0625

David Hurst and David Bradshaw 
display 1985 vintage remote control 
cars, an RC10 and Kyosha Ultima at 
the Korumburra Show. A29_0625

Warragul’s Mylah and Piper 
Schembri hold their fi ve-month-old 
Leo and Turbo before they competed 
in Friday’s Pygmy Goat Show in 
Korumburra. A30_0625

Wayne and Sib making the most of 
race day at Stony Creek B56_0625

Lesley and Kathy from Port Albert at 
the Stony Creek Racecourse B49_0625

Michelle and Jack from Meeniyan 
enjoying Publicans Day at the Stony 
Creek Racecourse B53_0625

Korumburra locals Katie, Ben and 
Heath enjoy the Show on Friday. 
A26_0625

Imogen, Hunter and Matt Bromby 
take in sideshow alley at their local 
Show on Friday evening. A27_0625

Matt and Merl from Meeniyan 
at Stony Creek for Publicans Day 
B51_0625

Korumburra’s Belinda and Daphne 
Hiddlestone are ready for a teacup ride 
at the Korumburra Show. A28_0625

Jacquie and Glenys from Yarram at 
the Stony Creek races B50_0625

Sentinel-Times
>>> ORDER THESE AND OTHER PHOTOS 5672 1888

Pictures of you and your friends at Stony Creek races,
 Korumburra Show (Friday), Edible Gardens Weekend in 

Inverloch, Norman Point Inverloch and Bass Coast College’s 
swimming carnival.

Wayne and Sib making the most of 

Sentinel-Times

Maureen from Dumbalk with Sylvia and Jackie from Meeniyan at Stony 

Creek for Publicans Day B52_0625
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WELSHPOOL

•   Approx. 1825m2 in two lots.
•   1930s homestead
•   Town sewerage and water
•   Easy walk to town, 4 mins drive 

to coast

$350,000
Contact Andrea Adams 0429 822 801

FOSTER

•  Secluded feel, in-town 
convenience, creek frontage

•  Updated character home – 3 bed
•  Approx. 2768m2 in two lots.
•  Original timber shed w/conc. fl oor

$735,000
Contact Andrea Adams 0429 822 801

MARDAN

• Highly productive blue-gum grazing, ex. carrying capacity
• 52ha/130 acres (approx.) undulating hill country
• Absolute water security, start of Toomeys Creek
• Springs, dams, troughs all in high rainfall region
• 14 paddocks, stock yards and excellent shedding
• Updated, beautifully presented 2 bed, 1 bath cottage

$1,720,000 Contact Irene Walker 0429 045 632

MEENIYAN

• 24ha/60 acres (approx.) Grazing
• Ideal beef or dairy turnout block
• Flat to undulating, exceptional soil
• Warm sheltered, Est trees & views
• Stockyards, 3 paddocks and lane

SOLD
Contact Irene Walker 0429 045 632

IRENE WALKER
0429 045 632

iwalker@sej.com.au

LEONGATHA
Ph 5662 4033

ANDREA ADAMS
0429 822 801

aadams@sej.com.au

FOSTER 
Ph 5682 2800www.sej.com.au

iwalker@sej.com.au

ANDREA ADAMS

aadams@sej.com.au

SANDY POINT

•  Spacious 6 bed, 2 bath
•  Easy care fi nishes, wood heater, 

RC/AC
• Opposite coastal reserve
• Garage/boat shed, fenced

$780,000
Contact Andrea Adams 0429 822 801

LEONGATHA SOUTH

•  Coast to country living 
•  27ha/68 acres grazing
•  3 bed, 2 bath, 3 car home
•  Study, sunroom & solar
•  Huge shed & space to grow

$1,650,000
Contact Irene Walker 0429 045 632

RANCEBY

•  Coming soon!
•  23ha/60 acres (approx.)
•  Ideal turnout block
•  Close to Korumburra
•  Undulating hill country

$685,000
Contact Irene Walker 0429 045 632

SO
LD

Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

4 Gabriels Lane, Toora
For Sale $1,250,000
Agent SEJ Real Estate
Andrea Adams 0429 822 801

4 2 8 1.1ha

STUNNING design, superbly maintained 
to present as new, this property will delight 
even the most fastidious of buyers. Only a 
few minutes out of town via a sealed road, 
your private retreat enjoying a prime shel-
tered northerly aspect and delightful ru-
ral views, sitting proudly at the top of the 
block with a wide veranda on every side.

Step inside to the luxuriously appointed 
and expansive interior with soaring ceil-
ings, abundant natural light, magnificent, 
polished timber flooring and a state of the 
art hydronic heating system, backed up 
with zoned reverse cycle air conditioning. 
Grand entrance foyer and wide hallway. 
The open plan living room, with exposed 
trusses and large areas of glazing, cap-
tures both the abundant natural light and 
delightful views. Doors open to a covered 
outdoor entertaining deck with glimpses 
of the Inlet and Wilsons Promontory. Su-
perbly appointed kitchen with huge break-
fast bar, integrated appliance cupboards 
and branded appliances. Separate home 
theatre room, the perfect space for family 
movie nights or to entertain guests. Four 
fitted bedrooms, the master suite adjoining 
an expansive ensuite. The stunning main 
bathroom features a frameless shower, 
freestanding bath tub, and separate w.c.

Outside the delights continue, with an 
under-home garage, studio or workshop 
space, Aussie barn, hothouse and storage 
shedding perfect for work, hobby or leisure 
use. Chook pen, vegetable garden, orchard, 
dam, and fenced paddock complemented 
by electric gates for easy access add the fin-
ishing touches for the ideal country lifestyle. 
Environmentally friendly features including 
a 6.6kW solar power and battery system, 
double glazing, triple insulation, and ample 
water storage, keep running costs to a mini-
mum. A home to cherish for generations 
to come in this picturesque region. Andrea  
Adams 0429 822 801.

Spectacular Hamptons style home on manicured acreage
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eldersrealestate.com.auOv�  40 ye� s’ exp� ience

Woodleigh 2.88 Acres
Rebuild or Renovate
• 3 bed home ideal for renovation
• Large paddock with dam 
• Close to wineries & beaches

Korumburra South  109 Acres
109 Acres of Options
• 17 main paddocks with electric fencing
• 14 troughs, 2 x dams 
• Stock yard, disused dairy & 4 bay shed

Web ID: 300P6372 $900,000Web ID: 300P108740 $630,000

Foster  2.67 Acres
Hidden Luxury
• Stunning 4-bed, 2-bath home
• 2 large sheds, stables & 92k rainwater 
• Established gardens & orchard

Web ID: 300P166521 $1.45 Million

Contact Agent 73 Acres
Sustainable Lifestyle Property     
• Country home with hardwood floors
• 2-bed studio perfect for guests
• Cattle yards, hayshed & 3 dams

Web ID: 300P54561 $1.735 Million

Elders Korumburra
11 Commercial Street
Ph 5658 1894

Elders Leongatha
37 Bair Street
Ph 5662 3523

BEN TOWNSEND  
Licensed Estate Agent

0400 594 487 

SHARON TURTON 
Sales Consultant

0447 604 796

HELEN ARESTIA 
Sales Support
03 5662 3523

NATALIE RES   
Property Manager 

0439 383 091

G
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Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

1630 Meeniyan-Mirboo North Rd, 
Mardan
For Sale $910,000
Agent Elders
Sharon Turton 0447 604 796

2 2 6 4.74 acres

THIS small acreage beautifully pre-
sented two-bedroom, two-bathroom 
home offers a peaceful lifestyle with 
breathtaking views that will captivate 
your senses. 

Step inside to discover an inviting 
open-plan kitchen, dining and living 
area designed for modern living. Fea-
tures include electric cooking, dish-
washer, large breakfast bar, reverse 
cycle unit, gas heater and free-standing 
wood fire, the spacious layout is perfect 
for entertaining family and friends. 

The main bedroom has a walk-
through robe which leads into the 
beautifully renovated ensuite, opposite 
to this is the second bedroom, which 
is setup with its very own workstation 
area, ideal for those who choose to 
work from home. The main bathroom 
includes a bath, walk in shower, a sepa-
rate toilet and laundry with storage.

Outside, you’ll find a fantastic under-
cover outdoor entertaining area, ideal 
for hosting gatherings or just enjoy-
ing a peaceful quiet evening. There is 
also a deck positioned in the perfect 
spot to relax and soak up those mag-
nificent views. The established gardens 
enhance the property’s charm and of-
fer a sense of tranquility. With ample 
shedding available, you’ll have plenty 
of storage for tools, equipment or hob-
bies, along with ample parking space.  
Located on a sealed road just 11 mins 
from the vibrant community of Mirboo 
North and 15 minutes from Leongatha, 
you can enjoy the perfect balance of ru-
ral convenience. 

 Don’t delay your inspection, experi-
ence the fresh air, wide open space and 
views for days. What is there not to love 
about this property?

Contact Sharon on 0447 604 796 for 
more information or to arrange a pri-
vate inspection.

For a Due Diligence Checklist go to: con-
sumer.vic.gov.au/duediligencechecklist

Impressive lifestyle property with amazing rural views
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Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

1915 Loch Wonthaggi Rd, Ryanston
EOI Closing Fri, March 7 at 4pm
Agent Alex Scott & Staff
Mick Chambers 0418 349 783
Wonthaggi Office 03 5672 1911

3 2 2 10 Acres

62 The Esplanade, Sunderland Bay
For Sale $1,350,000
Agent Alex Scott & Staff
Cowes office 03 5952 2633

4 2 4

EXPERIENCE the perfect blend of com-
fort and nature in this stunning rural life-
style property.   Nestled on a generous 10 
acres, this home offers a fantastic rural 
outlook that will take your breath away.  
Just a short 10-minute drive from Wont-
haggi, you can enjoy both the serenity of 
the countryside and the convenience of 
nearby amenities.

With modern renovations almost com-
pleted, this is your chance to take control 
and finish this family home off with your 
own personal touch.

Boasting three spacious bedrooms and 
two modern bathrooms, this property is 
perfect for families or those looking for 
extra space.  The open plan living area is 
designed for both relaxation and entertain-
ing, while the spacious second living pro-
vides a comfortable area with dining space 
and fire place.   Each room is bathed in 
natural light, creating a warm and inviting 
atmosphere throughout.

With ample parking for two cars, you can 
easily accommodate guests or store rec-
reational vehicles and the two large water 
tanks ensure that you have plenty of water 
storage.  Embrace the rural lifestyle you’ve 
always wanted, with plenty of space to en-
joy outdoor activities and create lasting 
memories.  Don’t miss the chance to make 
this beautiful property your new home!

Selling by “Expressions of Interest” until 
4pm on Friday March 7. Don’t miss out on 
this incredible opportunity—contact us to-
day for more details.

Discover your 
dream lifestyle

Rare foreshore location with 180 degree water views
A ONCE in-a-lifetime 

opportunity to secure 
an exclusive property on 
the Esplanade, offering 
breathtaking 180-de-
gree uninterrupted water 
views. While the spectac-
ular location is undoubt-
edly the highlight, this 
exceptional home deliv-
ers far more than just a 
scenic outlook.

The residence features 
two spacious living zones 
and four generously sized 
bedrooms, including two 
with ensuites and one 
with a WC. Each bed-
room is equipped with 
built-in or walk-in robes, 
offering plenty of storage 
space and comfort.

Upon arrival, a double 
carport provides access 
to a central concreted 
courtyard, which leads 
to an oversized double 
garage. This garage in-
cludes a loft and dedicat-
ed office space—perfect 
for working from home 
or pursuing hobbies.

Downstairs, the home 
offers three spacious bed-
rooms, two of which cap-
ture those coveted water 
views. The third bedroom 
overlooks the courtyard, 
and a large family bath-
room serves this level. At 
the rear of the home, a 
substantial living/rumpus 
room with a bar provides 
an ideal space for relax-
ation or entertaining—
the perfect setting for the 

kids to enjoy.
Upstairs, the open-plan 

kitchen, living, and din-
ing areas are flooded with 
natural light and offer 
an uninterrupted view of 
the water. The modern 
kitchen is fully equipped, 
while the dining area is 
spacious enough to ac-
commodate family and 
friends. From here, step 
out onto the full-sized 
deck and take in the spec-
tacular views stretching 
from Cape Woolamai to 
Pyramid Rock.

The master bedroom, 
also located on this level, 
is a private retreat com-
plete with a full ensuite.
Additional Features:
• Indoor spa for relax-
ation
• �Ample undercover 

parking for up to four 
vehicles

• �Fully fenced and secure 
property for privacy

• Low-maintenance de-
sign for easy living
• Just a short walk to the 
beach
• �A versatile floorplan 

that can accommodate 
a variety of lifestyles
Properties of this cali-

bre, in such a prime lo-
cation, are rarely offered 
to the market. Act fast to 
secure your own piece of 
paradise. Call Alex Scott 
& Staff Cowes at 5952 
2633 to arrange your pri-
vate or virtual inspection 
today!



SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES   |   TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2025   |   39    

• Secluded country retreat
• 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom
• 3,693m² block

$950,000
Contact: Korumburra Office

1075 Outtrim-Leongatha Road

OUTTRIM 

• Grand period home
• Prime corner location
• 3 bedroom, 3 living

$695,000
Contact: Korumburra Office

23 Bridge Street

KORUMBURRA 

• Prime retail showroom
• Highway frontage / rear access
• Approx 325m² of floor space

$395,000
Contact: Korumburra Office

31 Mine Road

KORUMBURRA

• Elevated position
• Easy to manage 763m² block
• Modern 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom

$575,000
Contact: Korumburra Office

24 Massimo Way

KORUMBURRA

• 2 bedroom unit
• Close to town and hospital
• Open plan living

$445,000
Contact: Wonthaggi Office

2/5 Cameron Street

WONTHAGGI

• 2 bedroom fibro home
• Subdivision approval
• ¼ acre block

$495,000
Contact: Wonthaggi Office

105 Merrin Crescent

WONTHAGGI

• Large development block
• Character filled home
• Close to hospital

$449,000
Contact: Wonthaggi Office

43 Cameron Street

WONTHAGGI

•  Close to town centre
•  Huge shed with lane access
•  3 bedroom renovated house

$569,000
Contact: Wonthaggi Office

5 Strickland Street

WONTHAGGI

LEONGATHA 
5662 0922

41 Bair Street 
Andrew Newton 0402 940 320  
Emily Hillberg 0422 622 299 

Tony Giles 0407 528 192
Dan Huther 0418 334 801

KORUMBURRA
5655 1133

36 Bridge Street
Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898

COWES
5952 2633

113a Thompson Avenue
Greg Price 0419 337 441 
Brian Silver 0407 347 509 

Chase Waters 0423 272 819
Maree Malloy 0408 316 715

WONTHAGGI
5672 1911   

Cnr Murray & Billson Streets
Cal Nation 0439 334 163

Mick Chambers 0418 349 783
Phil Hanley 0417 140 508 H
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 ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU

• Bright living leading to expansive deck
• Across from beach walking track
• 5 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms

$920,000
Contact: Cowes Office

112 Silverleaves Avenue

SILVERLEAVES

• Centrally located, in-ground swimming pool
• Fully fenced, established gardens
• 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 1 car

$770,000
Contact: Cowes Office

49 Manna Gum Drive

COWES

• Double storey, 570m2 (approx.) block
• Premium finishes, undercover balcony
• 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 2 car

$900,000 - $930,000
Contact: Cowes Office

8 Pasadena Drive

COWES

• Situated on 1840m2 (approx.) allotment
• Undercover deck, fully fenced
• 4 bedroom, 3 bathroom

$1,100,000
Contact: Cowes Office

26 Lock Road

RHYLL

•  Stunning northerly views on 1.6ac
•  Less than 10kms from Leongatha 
•  Updated 3 bed 2 bath with shed

$830,000
Contact: Leongatha Office

285 Garvies Road

NERRENA

•  84 acres outstanding beef grazing property
•  Thoughtfully designed, 4 bed, 2 bath
•  Stock yards and ramp, two large sheds  

$2,450,000 - $2,500,000
Contact: Leongatha Office

46 Stubbers Lane

MIRBOO NORTH

• Updated unique brick cottage, 3 bed, 1 bath 
• Zoned ‘Mixed Use’, top end of Roughead St  
• Home-based business or office space

$429,000 
Contact: Leongatha Office

10 Roughead Street

LEONGATHA  

•  Tastefully renovated
•  Private brick 2 bedroom unit 
•  Close to town, public transport and medical 

$419,000
Contact: Leongatha Office

4/39-41 Hassett Street

LEONGATHA
OPEN SAT. FEB 15 at 11AM

OPEN EVERY THURSDAY 4:30PM–5PM 
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CHALLENGEPuzzlesPuzzlesSentinel-Times

ACROSS
1 Small hard seed in a piece 

of fruit (3)
3 Free from contradiction (10)
10 Dead body (7)
11 Germane (7)
12 Extravagant (9)

13 Light globe (4)
15 Brightness (10)
17 Travel slowly to the airport 

terminal (4)
19 Greasy (4)
20 US science magazine, 

National – (10)

23 Molten rock (4)
25 Capital of Catalonia (9)
27 Suffer (7)
28 The travel industry (7)
29 As a whole (10)
30 Hearing organ (3)

DOWN
1 Portable notebook (10)
2 Narrow-minded (9)
4 Stubborn (9)
5 Debonair (5)
6 Penman (6)
7 Kick out (5)
8 Long tooth (4)
9 Bondman (6)
14 Warning (10)
16 Rolled up tobacco and 

paper (9)
18 Ancient Greek goddess (9)
21 Thoroughfare (6)
22 Courting (6)
24 Assume (5)
25 Sheep’s cry (5)
26 Celebration (4)

SOLUTION

 No. 176WORDFIT

9-LETTER

3 LETTERS
APE
ASK
BIN
DAM
EEL
EVE
IRE
MAR
NOR
ODD
OVA
PAL
PER
REV
ROE
RUE
SEA
SPY
SUE
TNT
TVS
USE
VCR
VET

4 LETTERS
AEON
AWRY
DOTE
DUBS
GOBS
INNS
KILN
LAYS
LINT

SPAY
TEAT
TSAR
VERY
YAPS

5 LETTERS
AISLE
ALONE
ALTOS
ARENA
ARSON
AVAIL
BACON
BEAST
BERRY
BERTH
COATS
CRUST
DRESS
DULLS
EMITS
ERASE
ERODE
ESSAY
FENDS
GALAH
HATES
IDLES
INANE
IRATE
KANGA
KNEEL
LAPSE
LARVA
LEARN

LURES
NOSED
OPERA
PAGAN
PALER
PARKA
POISE
RASPS
READS
RUNES
SEEDS
SLANG

SLYER
SLYLY

SNEER
SPECK
STREW
TIERS
TRAIN
USUAL
YOWLS

6 LETTERS
ENTERS
HASSLE
NESTLE
UNKIND

7 LETTERS
ABYSSES
EBONIES
EGOTIST
MISERLY
VERIEST
WARFARE

8 LETTERS
CANISTER
LIKENESS
REBUTTAL
STATIONS

S L A N G

No. 267CROSSWORD

U

E

R T

E

FR

L

G
Using the nine letters in the grid, how many 
words of four letters or more can you list? 
The centre letter must be included and each 
letter may only be used once. No colloquial 
or foreign words. No capitalised nouns, 
apostrophes or plural nouns ending in ‘s’.

Each number corresponds to a letter of the alphabet. Two have been filled in 
for you, can you work out the rest?

Can you find all the words listed?  
The leftover letters will spell out a secret message.

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from 1 to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical columns, each 
of the nine horizontal rows and each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Remember, no number can occur more than 
once in any row, column or box.

11 words: Good

17 words: Very good

23 words: Excellent

Today’s Aim:
egret, elute, feet, 
felt, ferret, fete, fleet, 
flute, fret, gelt, glut, 
greet, leet, left, lute, 
refute, refuter, 
regret, REGRETFUL, 
tree, true, truer, turf

CODEWORD: 1=M, 2=S, 3=K, 4=X, 5=U, 6=O, 7=I, 8=T, 9=L, 10=F, 11=Y, 12=H, 13=J, 14=C, 15=E, 16=Q, 17=Z, 18=A, 19=W, 20=V, 21=B, 
22=P, 23=R, 24=D, 25=G, 26=N

No. 257CODEWORD

WORD SEARCH

SUDOKU

24 7 22 2 22 23 6 24 5 14 8 2

15 7 24 15 7 23 3

23 15 16 5 7 15 1 14 23 18 20 15

18 5 2 18 8 19 19

7

N
26 15 4 22 9 7 14 18 21 9 11

9 6

N
26 8 15 10

15 4 14 15 2 2 22 6

N
26 24 15 23

24 18 2 23 23 15

7 23 23 15 20 15 23 2 7 21 9 15

2 23 2

G
25 12 23 17

19 12 7 22 2 7 1 7 8 18 8 15

18 15 15 1 22 20 23

8 12 23 18 2 12 15 24 13 6 11 2

4 7

2 1 9 3

5 6

3 9 2 8

6 5 8

3 7 4 8 2

7 5 3 8 1

9 6 1

1 6 7 5

EASY

1 3 7 5

3 6 1 7 2

2 9 8 5

7 2 3

1 9

6 7

3 8

9 6

7 2 4

MEDIUM

213875964

346519782

431296857

875964213

128637495

659748321

964123578

597482136

782351649

EASY

MEDIUM

481956327

214567893

527819436

639172548

965381274

396745182

752438961

873294615

148623759
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BERTHSPECKGALAH

ARENAPAGANOPERA

COATSALONEBEAST

ODDSPYTIERSROE

NESTLEAISLEINNS

VERIESTVCR

YAPSDOTERASPS

OVAKILNREBUTTAL

WARFAREMISERLY

LIKENESSLINTEEL

SLANGTEATAWRY

DAMABYSSES

DUBSALTOSUNKIND

USETRAINVETNOR

LURESPOISEERASE

LARVASNEERRUNES

SLYERESSAYSEEDS

SO
LU
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O
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SOLUTIONS

T V Z I N C I R A R E D U C E

E I T S V E S I T R M E T A N

F N O P N E O N O D N A O S E

L Y H I I N T G M I F W A T T

O L M N T Z L T M P M O L E H

N A R O R Y R I S O T O P E E

C K Z V A M N Y M L S E N L R

K E T O T E A T R E S I N A S

J O U L E R F I R E D A M P D

M S G T S M E L T A N O D E M

O M A A C Z I E U R A N I U M

D I S T I L L A T I O N L L S

E U R D D T M I C A D A C Y L

L M O O X I D E P G L A S S A

N I F C N N I C K E L C E T G

ACYL
ALUM
AMINE
ANODE
ATOM
AZO
DDT
DIPOLE
DISTILL-
ATION

DNA
EMF
ENZYME
ETHER
FAT
FIREDAMP

FLUID
GAS
GLASS
IMINE
IODISE
IRON
ISOTOPE
JOULE
KETO
LIME
META
MICA
MODEL
MOLE
MONAD
NEON

NICKEL
NITRATE
OHM
OIL
ORE
OSMIUM
OXIDE
PVC
RAYS
REDUCE
RESIN
RING
RNA
ROAST
SLAG
SMELT

SOL
SPIN
STEEL
TALC
TCP
TEFLON
TIN
TNT
URANIUM
VINYL
VOLTA
WATT
ZINC

1. Which singer had a UK 
No.1 hit single with When 
the Going Gets Tough, the 
Tough Get Going?

2. In cricket, in which year did 
South Australia first win 
the Sheffield Shield?  

3. Which James Bond actor 
starred in the 1988 film 
Taffin?

4. Ops, or Opis, was the 
ancient Roman goddess  
of what?

5. Which element comprises 
71 per cent of the sun?

6. Which tropic runs through 
Paraguay?

7. In which European city 
was Erwin Schrödinger 
born in 1887?

8. In which TV series did 
Betty White (pictured) star 
as Rose Nylund?

9. What Russian alcoholic 
drink is made from cereals 
and stale bread?

10. Shall We Tell the 
President? was written by 
which famous author?

QUICK QUIZ 

ANSWERS: 1. Billy Ocean 2. 1893 3. Pierce Brosnan 4. Abundance and fertility 5. Hydrogen 
6. Capricorn 7. Vienna, Austria 8. The Golden Girls 9. Kvass 10. Jeffrey Archer 

PUZZLES

| PUZZLES AND PAGINATION ©0702

1 14
2 15
3 16
4 17
5 18
6 19
7 20
8 21
9 22
10 23
11 24
12 25 G
13 26 N

No. 267

No. 266

No. 177

SECRET MESSAGE: It’s not rocket science
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For all your Autumn sowing needs

Trevor Aplin

0418 359 517
8-14 Hade Avenue, BASS

basscoastseedsupplies@gmail.com

• Pasture seed • Turf and amenity seed
• Cropping seed

The cost effective way to buy your seed

PROOF

Resowing this Autumn?

�� ��

Pasture seed Turf and amenity seed

��

Cropping seed

The cost effective way to buy your seed

Trevor and Dianne Aplin

0418 359 517

8-14 Hade Avenue, BASS

basscoastseedsupplies@gmail.com

HM4998

Thursday, February 20 at 10am  
until Sunday, February 23 at 5pm

PRELIMINARY NOTICE
ONLINE 

CLEARING SALE

For further details contact:
Stuart Jenkin 0447 602 302

A/C P & P Walker, Krowera
To be conducted on Auctions Plus to run from

Assorted Farm equipment, Tools & Sundries.
Full listing & photos available via:

www.auctionsplus.com.au
Inspection available by appointment.

JA
22
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1

ON THE LAND

PRELIMINARY NOTICE 

CLEARING SALE 
Truck, Tractor,  

Farm Machinery & Sundries

Friday, February 28  
at 10am 

KORUMBURRA
A/c – K. Fisher 

JA
22

83
9

Complete listing details & photos
www.alexscott.com.au 

or on Facebook: Alex Scott and Staff – Livestock 
Outside Vendors Welcome 

Alex Scott and Staff - Livestock

Rob Ould 0408 595 183 
Alan Bolding 0419 723 255
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SMALL ACREAGE CULTIVATION

ALL AREAS • Phone Greg 0419 393 375
MR AGRI

• Pasture mulching
• Slashing
• Hoeing & ripping
• Seeding
• Spraying
• Fertiliser spreading
• 10m2 Tipper hire

Lardner Park Calf Market Report
Monday, February 3, 2025
Jersey & Jersey x .....................$12 to $44
Friesian Bulls ..........................$31 to $68
Friesian Heifers .......................$50 to $54
Beef Bulls ................................$90 to $95
Beef Heifers ...........................$50 to $155
Number of Calves: 57
Number purchased to rear: 21

Sentinel-Times

www.sgst.com.au

Local 
farming 

news 
South Gippsland and Bass Coast

THE GIPPSLAND Red Meat Con-
ference is back for 2025 with the 
theme of: Now. Next. Later. 

Agriculture Victoria Director Ag-
riculture Services, Kate Linden 
said the theme encourages farm-
ers to ask themselves when it 
comes to making improvements 
on their farm or in their business: 
What can I do now? What can I do 
next? And what can I do later?   

“Agriculture Victoria is proud 
to partner with Gippsland Agri-
cultural Group for this event that 
brings the red meat industry to-
gether to discuss topics important 
to them. 

“The program is packed with 
leading industry speakers cover-
ing the topics that matter most to 
the farming community, including 
livestock markets, methane reduc-
tion, sheep production, optimising 
the success of heifers, sustaining a 
profitable red meat business and 
much more.  

“From cutting-edge innovations 
to practical tools for success, at-
tendees will leave with actionable 
insights, inspiration, and innova-
tion,” Mrs Linden said.  
Guest speakers include:  
• �Simon Quilty from Global Agri 

Trends and Robert Herrmann 
from Mecardo 

• �Professor Richard Eckard from 
the University of Melbourne 

• Nathan Scott from Achieve Ag So-
lutions  
• �Dr Enoch Bergman from Swans 

Vet 
• �Kathy Gabriel with her story 

‘From the High Country to Mon-
golia’  

• �Ben Young from Chiltern Park 
Angus 

• �Ken White, Chris Jehu and Mi-
chael Croatto from Business of 
Farming  

• �Dee Commins, Deanne Sykes and 
Jess Knight with ‘I’m a farmer 
too’ highlighting the role women 
play in agriculture  

• �Alfred Hackett and Amy Rogers 
with a virtual farm tour of their 
property in Gelantipy.  
The 2025 Gippsland Red Meat 

Conference is occurring on: Tues-
day February 18, at the Riviera 
Convention Centre, 103 Bairnsdale 
Dargo Road, Bairnsdale. 

CHANGED eating pat-
terns due to the rising use 
of anti-obesity drugs, a shift 
towards in-home alcohol 
consumption and increasing 
demand for dairy products 
tailored to older consumers 
are among some of the top 
global trends in food and ag-
riculture set to be felt in Aus-
tralia in the next five years, 
according to a new series of 
podcasts from Rabobank.

In the podcast series – in 
which global strategists 
from the bank’s RaboRe-
search division examine the 
top trends ‘from farm to 
fork along the global sup-
ply chain for food and agri-
culture to 2030’ – the global 
agribusiness banking spe-
cialist identifies a number 
of major macro factors set 
to impact right across the 
sector out to the end of the 
decade.

These include changing 
trade dynamics due to poten-
tial tariffs and government 
policies, an ageing global 
population, rapid innovation 
and adoption of AI across the 
supply chain and a continu-
ing focus on sustainability 
– with 2030 approaching as 
the deadline for a number of 
policy and corporate climate 
targets.

In addition, a large num-
ber of other global trends 
are seen emerging in – or 
continuing to drive – specific 
parts of the food and agri 
supply chain, said podcast 
host RaboResearch Austra-
lia and New Zealand general 
manager Stefan Vogel.

“These range from, at con-
sumer level, the growing 
prevalence of people using 
anti-obesity medication in 
the US and some European 
and Asian countries – and 
the resulting changed diets 
that are impacting shopping 
baskets – through to, at farm 
level, the expected rapid 
growth in many regions of 
the use of ‘biologicals’, natu-
ral products that enhance 
crop growth,” he said.

The on-farm usage of ‘bio-
logicals’ is expected to rise in 
the five years ahead.

These natural products 
can enhance plant growth 
and health by improving nu-
trient uptake, pet resistance 
and soil health.

Mr Vogel said the usage of 
biologicals is expected to be-
come more readily accepted 
in traditional farming and to 
be used in conjunction with 
other conventional farm in-
puts to enhance their effec-
tiveness.

“For example, biologicals 
are being used alongside ni-
trogen fertiliser to help take 
up nitrogen out of the soil 
and fix it to the plant,” he 
said.

Mr Vogel said biopesticide 
derived from natural sources 
– such as bacteria and fungi 
– also have potential to con-
trol pests and diseases, with 
reduced impact on beneficial 
organisms and the environ-
ment. 

At the dairy counter, an 
ageing global population is 
expected to drive demand 
for dairy products tailored to 

older consumers.
“As people age, they often 

seek out products that sup-
port their health and wellbe-
ing, such as protein shakes 
and medical nutrition,” Mr 
Vogel said.

“This trend presents op-
portunities for the dairy in-
dustry to develop new prod-
ucts that cater to the needs 
of older consumers. This so-
called ‘active silvers’ group of 
the population represents a 
growing category. China, for 
example, is expected to have 
100 million more people 
over the age of 55 than it did 
in 2020.”

In terms of dairy overall, 
the largest demand growth 
is seen in South-East Asia, 
Africa and other developing 
countries, Mr Vogel said, cre-
ating opportunities for dairy-
exporting nations who poten-
tially may struggle to keep 
up with this pace of demand 
growth through 2035.

Among other top trends in 
food and agri to 2030 dis-
cussed in the podcast series 
were the growing popular-
ity of smaller, snack-sized 
fruits and vegetables – such 
as berries and cocktail to-
matoes – and those with 
enhanced convenience 
qualities including pre-cut 
vegetables and easy-peel 
fruits, the increasing use of 
sustainable packaging such 
as recycled-moulded fibre, 
and an even stronger role 
expected to be played by 
climate risk and mitigation 
in companies’ strategic and 
operational plans. 

GREAT innovation in agriculture 
is being introduced to the Austra-
lian market through evokeAG and 
the 2025 Startup program is driv-
ing the future of farming. 

A platform for showing vision-
ary ideas and solutions through 
industry leaders, researchers and 
producers. EvokeAG is a platform 
for cutting edge innovation that is 
shaping farming and food produc-
tion. The 2025 lineup can be found 
at www.evokeag.com 

Whether it be soil health, 4AG 
robotics, farm management soft-
ware or precision agriculture. The 
startup and scale up programs are 
advancing in technology to ensure 
safety and well-being on the farm. 
The Melbourne event is by Aqua-
Terra – a focus on innovating soil 
monitoring with its IoT-based sen-
sor system providing farmers with 
real time insights into soil moisture 
and temperature at depths of up 
to two-metres – all from a shallow 
15cm installation. 

Visit www.evokeag.com for more 
information on agriculture innova-
tion – the future of farming. 

Meet and greet at  
the Gippsland Red 
Meat Conference  

Smart farms leading 
the way in agriculture

Jarrod Bennetts sells for Everitt Seeley & Bennetts late in Thursday’s Store Sale. 
A23_0625

WHILE farmers hope for 
an Autumn break in the not-
too-distant future, prices on 
top-quality cattle held firm at 
Thursday’s Leongatha Store 
Sale.

Everitt Seeley & Bennetts 
director and auctioneer Jar-
rod Bennetts spoke of the in-
fluence of dry conditions on 
prices in recent times, saying 
cattle have generally been 
getting cheaper in recent 
weeks but noting high qual-
ity animals are still fetching 
strong prices.

“Today you saw better lines 
of cattle hold firm (compared) 
to previous sales, and sec-
ondary lines and smaller lots 
probably slightly cheaper,”  

he said, observing that the 
overall quality available at 
Thursday’s sale was high.

As an example of strong 
pricing for good quality ani-
mals, he noted the 23 Angus 
steers sold for Burnside of 
Woori Yallock, weighing an 
average of 533 kilos and 
fetching $1,940 a head at 
$3.63 per kilo.

While Everitt Seeley & Ben-
netts had only a small run of 
heifers, Jarrod was pleased 
that the cattle sold to strong 
demand.

Sentinel-Times chatted to a 
Longwarry beef farmer who 
backed up Jarrod’s view of 
prices for good-quality cat-
tle, saying there is too much  

focus on the negative aspects 
of the market.

Asked how urgently rain 
is needed around the South 
Gippsland region, Jarrod 
said, “It’s always needed,” ex-
plaining this season has been 
more in keeping with expec-
tations.

“It’s like a traditional sum-
mer again, after the last 
five years or so we’ve been 
spoilt with rain all the way 
through.”

Jarrod highlighted hopes 
for an imminent Autumn 
break.

“If rain comes at the end 
of February, or early March 
everyone’s going to be very 
happy,” he said.

Autumn break wanted soon 
but quality cattle hold firm

Podcast highlights developing food trends
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MARKET REPORT
Brought to you by...

Simon Henderson 0428 740 750
Jake Anthony 0467 297 794
David Phelan 0429 050 349

• Operating at VLE Leongatha 
• Auctions Plus sales
• Direct and private 
sales of Livestock

• Personal professional service

Phelan & Henderson & Co. Phelan & Henderson & Co. 
Specialists in Livestock 

and Rural Real Estate sales
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SUCCESS THROUGH SERVICE

LIVESTOCK AGENTS,
LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENTS,

PROPERTY MANAGERS, AUCTIONEERS
www.alexscott.com.au

36 BRIDGE STREET, KORUMBURRA   PH: 5655 1133   FAX: 5655 2480

Real Estate Sales

Livestock Sales
KORUMBURRA

David Ryan  0408 311 895

LEONGATHA
Dane Perczyk - Livestock Manager 0408 176 063
Jack Curtis    0427 762 670

WARRAGUL
Neil Darby - Livestock Manager 0418 595 265
Terry Ahearn 0438 562 816
Jordan Sim 0448 058 435
Mark Malacarne 0418 654 590
Georgie Snell  0417 100 657

FOSTER
Dick Faulkner 0408 595 174
Brian Vuillermin 0429 436 040

WONTHAGGI
Rob Ould - Livestock Manager 0408 595 183
David Holden 0428 749 390
Alan Bolding 0419 723 255
Dale Atherton 0428 888 300PAKENHAM
David Setches - Livestock Manager 0409 443 473
Glenn Barwick 0408 975 476
Morgan Croucher  0457 001 877 
Tim Gibson  0420 306 599
Imogen Price  0417 225 498

KORUMBURRA
Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898

WONTHAGGI
Phillip Hanley 0417 140 508
Cal Nation 0439 334 163
Mick Chambers  0418 349 783

GRANTVILLE
Brian Silver  0407 347 509
Angus Hall  0466 326 487

INVERLOCH
Marni Lee Redmond 0403 525 413

BERWICK
Tom Gibson  0438 574 472

LEONGATHA
Andrew Newton 0402 940 320
Peter Dwyer 0428 855 244
Emily Hillberg 0422 622 299
Tony Giles 0407 528 192
Dan Huther 0418 334 801

WARRAGUL
Alan Steenholdt 0409 423 822

PAKENHAM
Tom Gibson  0438 574 472 

LANG LANG
Scott McKenzie  0427 552 898

MELBOURNE LAND
Matt Koster  0474 781 711 

COWES
Greg Price  0419 337 441
Maree Malloy 0408 316 715
Chase Watters 0423 272 819

VENUS BAY
Daniel Lawrie 0417 631 252
Sue Lawrie 0419 885 489

KOO WEE RUP
Angus Hall  0466 326 487 JA
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ELECTRIC FENCE
ENERGIZER 

REPAIRS
Paul Vassil 

(Formerly Vassil Electronics)
38 Lower Gordon St, Korumburra

0408 515 184
JA21217

ON THE LAND

Leongatha Store Sale on Thursday, Feb. 6, 2025
Steers
Tarro Lodge 13 Angus 	 697kg 	 $3.15 � $2200
Malabar 15 Angus 	 522kg 	 $3.62 � $1890
C & R Hasthorpe 18 Angus 	 570kg 	 $3.54 � $2020
Jorgensen Holdings 20 Angus 	 528kg 	 $3.50 � $1850
C & R Hasthorpe 11 Angus 	 519kg 	 $3.52 � $1830
Malabar 10 Angus 	 508kg 	 $3.52�  $1790
RK & WJ Horner 14 Angus 	 505kg 	 $3.48 � $1760
C & R Liston 20 Angus 	 484kg 	 $3.49 � $1690
M Dean 22 Angus 	 478kg 	 $3.64 � $1740
Strathbrae Equity P/L 13 Angus 	472kg 	 $3.82 � $1810
Sandy Hill Pastoral 10 Angus 	 459kg	 $3.48 � $1600
Boundary Road Investments  
18 Angus 	 456kg 	 $3.41 � $1550
J.Reid 15 Angus 	 446kg 	 $3.69 � $1650
Strathbrae Equity P/L  
11 Angus 	 445kg 	 $3.67 � $1640
DR & JS Newman 10 Angus 	 441kg 	 $3.35 � $1480
S & L Storti 20 Angus 	 436kg 	 $3.81 � $1660
Strathbrae Equity P/L  
22 Angus 	 432kg 	 $3.58 � $1550
Vuiller Shorthorns 15 S/horn 	 432kg 	 $3.44 � $1490
S & D Curtis 18 Angus 	 430kg 	 $3.46 � $1490
KD, GM, GA, KA Olsen 21 Angus 	421kg 	 $3.49 � $1470
P.Evans 19 Angus 	 418kg 	 $3.39 � $1420
Sandy Hills Pastoral 12 Angus 	 417kg 	 $3.62 � $1510
M Dean 12 Angus 	 415kg 	 $3.39 � $1410
Strathbrae Equity P/L 20 Angus 	410kg 	 $3.58�  $1470
F Walker 13 Angus 	 407kg 	 $3.59 � $1460
R & C Barnacle (Rosebank) 
18 Angus 	 402kg	 $3.58 � $1440
L & J Murphy 14 Angus 	 400kg 	 $3.52 � $1410
R.Jakovljevic 18 Angus 	 394kg 	 $3.54 � $1400
S & D Curtis 17 Angus 	 383kg 	 $3.55 � $1360
P Feency 10 Angus 	 381kg 	 $3.54 � $1350
R Wight & Sons 22 Angus 	 378kg 	 $3.83 � $1450
D Phelps 16 Angus 	 377kg 	 $3.60 � $1360
Strathbrae Equity P/L 20 Angus 	375kg 	 $3.67�  $1380
R & C Barnacle (Rosebank)  
15 Angus 	 369kg 	 $3.68 � $1360
P & M Batters 20 Angus 	 368kg 	 $3.67 � $1350
G & J Cope Family Trust  
15 Angus 	 366kg 	 $3.40�  $1250
R Wight & Sons 20 Angus 	 365kg 	 $3.96 � $1450
Strathbrae Equity P/L 20 Angus 	357kg 	 $3.93 � $1410
Ezori Park 11 Speckle Park 	 353kg 	 $3.39 � $1200
P.Evans 17 Angus 	 343kg 	 $3.78 � $1300
R & C Barnacle 15 Angus 	 339kg 	 $3.74 � $1270
Karson Park 21 Angus 	 337kg 	 $3.67 � $1240
Northside Pastoral 10 Angus 	 335kg 	 $3.54 � $1190
G Quinlan 11 Angus 	 333kg 	 $3.65 � $1220
Sandy Hill Pastoral 11 Angus 	 320kg 	 $3.80 � $1220
K & H Dusterwald 14 Angus 	 317kg 	 $3.46 � $1100
J & W Gilmore 16 Angus 	 315kg 	 $4.06 � $1280
P & M Batters 24 Angus 	 314kg 	 $4.04 � $1270
SJ & DM Love 19 Hereford 	 306kg 	 $3.43 � $1050
C & K White 11 Angus 	 300kg 	 $2.85 � $860
Grazing 365 19 Hereford  	 289kg 	 $3.31 � $960
CA & JC Toscano 10 Angus 	 289kg 	 $3.35 � $970
R Wight & Sons 19 Angus 	 302kg 	 $4.23 � $1280
CR Dixon 13 Angus	 265kg 	 $4.07 � $1080
SJ & DM Love 12 Hereford   	 264kg	 $3.59 � $950
CA & JC Toscano 10 Angus 	 244kg 	 $3.47 � $850 
Heifers
Rayfield Farming Services  
16 Char 	 450kg 	 $3.37 � $1520
KD, GM, GA, KA Olsen 15 Angus	416kg 	 $3.28 � $1370
S & D Curtis 24 Angus 	 414kg 	 $3.28 � $1360
J Derbyshire 12 Angus x 	 396kg 	 $2.90 � $1150
L & J Murphy 18 Red Angus 	 393kg 	 $3.48 � $1370
P.Evans 12 Angus 	 377kg 	 $3.38 � $1280
I Ross 10 Angus 	 375kg 	 $3.09 � $1160
F Walker 16 Angus 	 364kg 	 $3.15 � $1150
S & D Curtis 19 Angus 	 356kg 	 $3.28 � $1170
D Phelps 18 Angus 	 352kg 	 $3.15 � $1110
P Feeney 13 Angus 	 348kg 	 $3.01 � $1050
B.Dakin 12 Angus 	 341kg 	 $2.75 � $940
Northside Pastoral 20 Angus 	 340kg	 $3.20 � $1090
DW.Hasthorpe 11 Angus 	 317kg 	 $2.54 � $810
P.Evans 17 Angus 	 312kg 	 $3.01 � $940
P & M Batters 28 Angus 	 308kg 	 $3.50 � $1080
C Rodwell 11 Angus x 	 305kg 	 $2.81�  $860
SJ & DM Love 15 Hereford	 277kg 	 $2.59 � $720
CR Dixon 15 Angus 	 255kg 	 $2.78 � $710 
Xbred & Dairy Steers
 DJ Armstrong 12 Friesian 	 550kg 	 $2.38�  $1310
Glen Alvie Dairies 13 Friesian  	 445kg 	 $2.29 � $1020

Report by SGSAA
 
AGENTS yarded another good quality 

offering of 2500 head at last Thursdays 
VLE Leongatha store sale.

A generally similar size buying field at-
tended and operated with the market 
finally finding a level with prices firm 
on last week’s sale.

The bulk of the better end of the medi-
um and heavy feeder steers are selling in 
the $3.40 to $3.80 bracket and $3.50 to 
$3.90 for the better weaners with a couple 
pens of lighter weights to $4.00

Most of the better heifers were steady in 
the $3.00 to $3.50 bracket.

Prices steady for stores

Bird flu outbreak no threat 
to Gippsland dairy herds

AN OUTBREAK of avian in-
fluenza on a poultry farm in 
northern Victoria has been 
confirmed as the H7N8 strain 
not the highly contagious 
H5N1 bird flu virus that im-
pacted dairy cattle in the 
United States.

Diagnostic testing per-
formed by the CSIRO Aus-
tralian Centre for Disease 
Preparedness at Geelong 
confirmed high pathogenicity 
H7N8 which is different again 
from avian influenza strains 
that impacted Victorian poul-
try farms last year.

Victoria’s Acting Chief Vet-
erinarian Cameron Bell said 
avian influenza is commonly 
spread by wild birds and un-
fortunately despite the poul-
try business in Euroa having 
excellent biosecurity controls 
in place the flock has been 
infected.

“The business acted quickly 
to identify the infection with-
in the flock and is working 
closely with Agriculture Vic-
toria officers to contain the 
outbreak.” said Dr Bell.

Avian influenza is a viral dis-
ease of birds found globally.

While cases among humans 
in direct contact with animals 
infected with highly patho-
genic avian influenza viruses 
are possible the current risk 
to the public remains low.

“Every poultry producer is 
advised to have an on-farm 
biosecurity plan and know 
the signs of diseases that 
could affect their birds or 
animals,” said Agriculture 
Victoria.

Poultry sheds, yards, aviar-
ies and equipment should be 
kept clean and contact be-
tween poultry and wild birds 

should be restricted includ-
ing the water supply.

Bird owners should also en-
sure their footwear is clean, 
hands are washed before and 
after handling birds or eggs 
and new birds are quaran-
tined before integrating them 
with the existing flock.

Consumers should not be 
concerned about eggs and 
poultry products from the 
supermarkets as they do not 
pose a risk and are safe to 
consume.

The Victorian Department 

of Agriculture said the find-
ing of H5 HPAI in cattle in the 
US did not increase the risk 
for livestock in Australia.

If this strain was to occur 
in Australia, the response 
would be in accordance with 
national arrangements in-
cluding the nationally agreed 
response strategy AUSVET-
PLAN.

International experience 
and evidence are informing 
Australia’s ongoing invest-
ment in H5 preparedness 
planning, response capability 

and surveillance efforts. 
Standard conditions ap-

ply for managing the risks 
of HPAI in goods for human 
consumption such as dairy 
ingredients in imported choc-
olate and cakes, and com-
posite, highly processed or 
cooked food products.

Poultry farmers, backyard 
flock and bird owners are 
urged to report any cases of 
unexplained bird deaths to 
the 24-hour Emergency Ani-
mal Disease Hotline on 1800 
675 888, or to your local vet.

Latest influenza outbreak no threat to dairy cattle B57_0625
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STORE SALE
VLE – LEONGATHA

CATTLE 1000 1000

GROWN STEERS
A/c Matthew Hyland Racing, Officer (PHC)
9 Angus steers, 2 yo
17 Hereford steers, 2 yo
A/c G & P Cook, Bunyip (NUTRIEN)
23 Angus steers, 15-16 mths
A/c L & A Watt, Yarram (NUTRIEN)
14 Hereford steers, 14-16 mths,  By Mawarra Bulls

GROWN HEIFERS 
A/c Elm Valley, Tarwin Lower (NUTRIEN)
40 Angus heifers, 16 mths
A/c A & A Missen, Woodside (NUTRIEN)
20 Angus heifers, 16-18 mths
A/c L & A Watt, Yarram (NUTRIEN)
13 Hereford heifers, 14-16 mths, By Mawarra Bulls

WEANERS 
A/c G&L Simmons, Woodside (PHC)
50 Hereford steers
20 Hereford heifers
10 mths, Karoonda blood, weaned
A/c M Breen, Buffalo (NUTRIEN)
40 Angus steers, 10-11 mths, By Leawood Stud 
Bulls, weaned 8 weeks
A/c H & J Bland, Yarram (NUTRIEN)
26 Charolais weaners, 10-11 mths, By Mt William 
Bulls, yard weaned, vacc
A/c M & C Russell, Glen Forbes (SEJ)
15 Hereford steers,
10 Hereford heifers
12-14 mths, weaned, VB, GF & ABF, Ponderosa 
blood
A/c N. Hayward, Burrumbeet (PHC)
25 Angus mixed sex weaners, 10 mths, by Langi Kal 
Kal bull, ex TeMania blood cows, weaned
A/c C Zissis, Mirboo (NUTRIEN)
15 Angus steers
10 Angus heifrs
12 mths
A/c JL Clancy, Nerrena (SEJ) 
18 Angus mixed sex weaners, 10 mths, weaned,  
VB, GF & ABF 
A/c R & D Collins, Waratah (SEJ)
15 Angus heifers, 10 mths, Harris Farms blood
A/c R White, Fernbank (SEJ) 
13 Angus Steers, 10 mths, VB, GF & ABF, NE Accred 
A/c D & L White, Fernbank (SEJ) 
13 Angus heifers, 10 mths, VB, GF & ABF,  
NE Accred
A/c D & E Jenkin, Boorool (NUTRIEN)
12 Angus mixed sex, 12-13 mths
A/c D Heal, Foster (SEJ)
10 Angus mixed sex, 8 mths, Harris Farms blood 
A/c N & J Arnup, Leongatha (SEJ) 
6 Hereford Angus X steers, 10 mths, VB, GF & ABF, 
NE Accred

XBRED & DAIRY 
A/c KF & P Pocklington, Dumbalk South (SEJ) 
18 Angus/Friesian x steers, 15-18 mths 
A/c J & M Moon, Yanakie (NUTRIEN)
9 Xbred steers, 18 mths

SOUTH GIPPSLAND ASSOCIATED AGENTS
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5662 4033 5662 2291 0429 050 349

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2025
Starting at 9am

PLEASE NOTE:  4PM WEDNESDAY CURFEW  APPLIES

REMINDER NOTICE  
CLEARING SALE

For further details contact: 
Paul Phillips 0418 553 123 

www.sej.com.au

A/c L & E Hanks 
Vintage Tractor Collection  

40 Hewett Street, Meeniyan  

Saturday, February 15  
at  10.00am VV
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ON THE LAND

FARM safety coves a range of 
issues, including Occupation-
al, Health and Safety, (OHS) 
bushfire action plans, mental 
health, and first aid, and the 
team at the Victorian Farmers 
Federation (VFF) can help get 
these systems in place.  

Modern OHS systems offer 
tools and processes tailored 
to agricultural operations - 
taking the stress away from 
the everyday operation of the 
farm, including risk control, 
equipment management and 
incident reporting to prevent 
recurrence.

There is also training avail-
able to ensure workers can 
perform tasks safely. 

Then there is the bush-
fire survival plan. The CFA 
advises creating a bushfire 
plan to protect family, work-
ers and visitors, as well as a 
contingency plan in case fire 
impacts the land. 

The plan should include 
livestock and pets. Several 
areas in Victoria have already 
been impacted this season. 
It is important to identify 
where to go in the case of an 
emergency. 

The next message from the 
VFF is first aid. An issue can 
arise on the farm at any time, 
and immediate first aid re-
sponse is critical for a posi-
tive outcome. The VFF offer 
first aid training that equips 

farmers and rural commu-
nities with skills to handle 
emergency situations before 
professional help arrives. 

The VFF have also just 
launched a Back on Track 
program in 2025. This peer-
guided mental health initia-
tive is designed to support 
farming communities, help-
ing those experiencing low 

mood or depression. It of-
fers flexible delivery over 10 
weeks to suit rural needs and 
is available to anyone over 
the age of 15 in the areas in 
Gippsland. 

Free mindfulness courses 
are also available, running 
from February 24 to March 
23. This course is run over 
four weeks and is designed to 

help farmers and rural resi-
dents manage stress, boost 
mental wellbeing and im-
prove focus.

Life on the farm can be 
stressful so visit www.VFF.
org.au to help get action 
plans in place and look after 
the health and wellbeing of 
those living and working on 
the land. 

Making our farms safer with 
a focus on mental well-being

Australia’s largest database 
of dairy animal performance 
records from DataGene’s 
Central Data Repository is 
shedding new light on the 
breed preferences of dairy 
farmers.

According to the latest sta-
tistics, Holsteins make up 70 
per cent of Australia’s nation-
al herd, down from 76 per 
cent a decade earlier.

Jerseys on the other hand 
have been undergoing a slow 
and steady rise in popularity. 
The national herd recorded 
a 2 per cent increase in the 
number of Jersey cattle dur-
ing the past decade to a total 
of about 17.4 per cent.

However, 12 per cent of the 
national herd doesn’t have a 
recorded breed, according to 
DataGene analysis.

Michelle Axford from Data-
Gene said recording the 
breed, if it’s known, assists 
the herd improvement sector.

“If the breed of a calf is 
known, say for example it’s 
mostly Holstein, recording 
the breed increases the preci-
sion with which statistics can 
be delivered,” she said.

“It also increases the 
chance of that animal getting 
a breeding value of its own, 
for genetic evaluation.

“However, if a dairy farmer 
doesn’t know the breed it 
is better to leave this blank 
than record potentially in-
accurate information or ge-
nomic test the animal for an 
accurate determination of the 
calf ’s breed.”

DataGene’s Central Data Re-
pository grew by 6 per cent 
during 2023-24 to a total of 
18.2 million animal records.

This growth has come thanks 
to DataGene’s development of 
efficient, high throughput con-
nections between dairies and 
the Central Data Repository 
with programs such as Ginfo 
– the national genetic informa-
tion reference herd – and the 
dedication of Australia’s dairy 
farmers to their herd record-
ing.

DataGene is also investigat-
ing options to expand the Cen-
tral Data Repository outside of 
herd recording with its Data-
Connect project.

DataConnect is a multiyear 
project where DataGene works 
with milking equipment man-
ufacturers, on-farm software 
providers and corporate dairy 
companies to identify the best 
mechanisms to connect data 
to the Central Data Repository.

This project will improve 
the quantity and quality of 

the information feeding into 
breeding tools such as Aus-
tralian Breeding Values (ABV) 
increasing reliability and en-
abling the development of new 
ABVs.

To find out more, read Data-
Gene’s 2024 Herd Improve-
ment Report at https://www.
datagene.com.au/about/corpo-
rate-reports/.

For more information con-
tact: DataGene 1800 841 848 
or enquiries@datagene.com.
au or www.datagene.com.au.

Data sheds new light on dairy breed preferences

Holsteins make up 70 per cent of Australia’s national herd while Jerseys have been 
undergoing a slow and steady rise in popularity

The Victorian Farmers Federation help famers get their safety in order to help protect land 
management and mental health. 
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BLINDS

JE
N
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43Free measure & quote

“We come to you”
 Hollands   Sunscreens  Romans

 Canvas awnings  Verticals
 Timber & aluminium Venetians

AH: 5672 38740419 526 0800419 526 080

Zap’s Blinds

Servicing Gippsland - Mark & Rachael Zappa

DINGO SERVICES

H
M
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BEN’S DINGO SERVICES

0408 387 722

l Dingo (rubber tracks)
l Bucket work
l Rotary Hoe
l Trenching
Operating locally 
since 2001

l 2 ton excavator
l Post hole boring

TRADES TRADES    SERVICESSERVICES
DIRECTORY

&

ASPHALTING

H
M
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ASPHALT
Schoolgrounds, Driveways

Carparks & repairs

66 Nardoo Street, Cape Paterson 3995

Mike Rowley 0411 412 707

ANTENNAS

PAULS ANTENNAS
• Professionally installing Antennas 

• Data Points TV mounting 
• Extra TV points

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Same day service. Covering all areas 
Call Paul anytime 0402 429 114

JE
N

19
72

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

f Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

AU22840

AIR CONDITIONING

H
M
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CARPET CLEANING

H
M

66
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Cleaner CarpetsCleaner Carpets
Britt

ys

• Carpets • Tiles • Cars• Carpets • Tiles • Cars
• Upholstery • Mattresses• Upholstery • Mattresses

Reasonable rates and friendly service.Reasonable rates and friendly service.
Call David Britt todayCall David Britt today

0400 907 2010400 907 201

CURTAINS & BLINDS

JA
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dollar curtains + blinds

value in every dollar

21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi  5672 2915
www.dollarcurtainsandblinds.com.au

curtains

shutters

blinds

outdoor

joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

ELECTRICIAN

H
M
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joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

JOEL SHARPE 0412 950 720
www.jselectricians.com.au

For all your electrical works including
• Domestic upgrades

• Maintenance and Repairs
• TV, data and home networking

• Lighting installations & upgrades
• Kitchen appliances install

DECK RESTORATION

LB
03
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BEFORE

AFTER

®

Specialists in restoration
& preservation of timber decks

Residential & Commercial

SERVICING ALL OF BASS COAST

1800 332 525
www.deckseal.com.au

CONCRETING
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• Exposed aggregate • Driveways
• Crossovers • Cow lanes
• Factories • Shed floors

Call Leo: 0419 580 3010419 580 301

CONCRETING
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440491 950 640

CONCRETING
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REINFORCED CONCRETE 
SOUTH GIPPSLAND

For all your  
concreting needs

Phone: 0447 137 009
Email: 

reinforcedconcreteaustralia@gmail.com

ELECTRONICS

LB
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James Dell
10 Ashenden Street

Leongatha, Vic, 3953
5662 3891

admin@gardnerelectronics.com.au

Security/Access control • CCTV • TV
• Data/Phone • Home Theatre • PA

Gardner Electronics

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

JA
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75
5

Nick 0421 170 827
nick@basscoasthvac.com.au

Heating & A/C install and maintenance
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

FLOORING
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LET US GIVE YOU A QUOTE

carpetone.com.au 
21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi 

5672 2915

GARAGE DOORS & GATES

LB
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ABN: 85202917027

ROLLER DOORS
SECTIONAL DOORS
AUTOMATED GATES

SALES, SERVICE & REPAIRS
EMAIL: gandrgaragedoors@outlook.com
RUSS: 0415 679 778         GAV: 0400 217 595

BUILDER

LB
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Renovating your bathroom?
We specialise in bathroom
renovations and general 
carpentry.

David Cowan 
Builder
0425 811 443
Reg. DB-L71510

EARTHMOVING & TREES

LB
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E: tbunn@outlook.com.au
MACHINERY:

• CAT326 Excavator 26 tonne
• CATD7 Bulldozer 25 tonne

• Giltrap Tip Trailers 16 tonne
• MF 7615 4WD tractor with front 

end loader (180 horsepower) • Power grader 
• Scraper • Large wood chipper that can 

handle any size logs, alternative to burning

EARTH MOVING & TREES
TREVOR BUNN 0427 572 270

AIR CONDITIONING
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AU39230

SAVE UP TO $5,000 
WHEN YOU REPLACE YOUR 

GAS DUCTED HEATING

SALE, INSTALLATION 
& REPAIR 

Ask us how!

citytocoastair.com  
0400 001 465

BUILDER
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Adam Schmidt 0418 139 352
ABN 75092084574

aschmidtbuilders@bigpond.com

Specialising in: • Extensions 
• Renovations • New Homes

Decks & Pergolas
• Stairs-Internal & External

• Private Jetties • Retaining Walls

SCHMIDTBUILDERS
TRADITIONAL QUALITY CARPENTRY

AIR CONDITIONING

JA
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There’s joy in watching some things grow.
Your gas bill isn’t one of them.

NATIONAL ASTHMA 
COUNCIL AUSTRALIA

®

*

ALIRA

A step ahead of the rest, blending in harmoniously with modern decors 
and delivering whisper quiet comfort at industry leading efficiency.

- Increased energy efficiency*

- 2-Area Intelligent Eye human presence sensor

- Fitted with a titanium apatite deodorising air purification filter

- Coanda airflow and more

FTXM-UVMA / FTXM-PAVMA (2.0kW - 9.5kW)

Only

Dealer Name 
Dealer Address Line 1 
Dealer phone number | Dealer website

*Conditions apply.

Find out more today!  
Call XXXX XXXX or www.XXXXXXXX

$X,XXX

AU33404enquiries@easyair.com.au

BEST PRICE GUARANTEED ON ALL 
DAIKIN AIR CONDITIONERS
VEU rebates available

ENERGY EFFICIENT
HEATING & COOLING

5672 2426CALL FOR A 
FREE QUOTE

BUILDER

JE
N
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Specialist builder of period style custom homes.

0428 496 266
brad@bradmccormackhomes.com.au CDB-U 66015

BUILDER
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VANDERMEER & SONS

PAUL VANDERMEER
Mobile: 0427 750 568

FREE QUOTES

Over 25 years experience
Bathrooms a speciality

• Decking • Concrete retainer walls • Kitchens
• Bathrooms  • Plastering • Painting  

• Pergolas • Renovations
• Doors & window installation • Built-in robes

CONCRETING

LB
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33
 

FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETING NEEDS

Please call Wayne Muir 
0409 408 613

ABN 39 185 771 605

BOOKKEEPING
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Mess Solutions
Bookkeeping Service

Contact: Donna 0400 379 637 
Email: donnatodd@westnet.com.au

Take the stress out of your paperwork  
without the large fees.

Registered BAS Agent for all your  
bookkeeping needs.

 – Registered BAS Agent  #(90711003)

CONCRETING
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House Slabs - Driveways
Shed Floors - Paths

Retaining Walls
Property Maintenance

s.g.concreting@hotmail.com
IAN 0431 105 213

SG CONCRETING
LANDSCAPING

ADVERTISING

DIRECTORY
TRADES TRADES    SERVICESSERVICES&

Advertise your business in the
Sentinel-Times

Send the details of 
your advertisement to:

ads@sgst.com.au
or phone 5672 1888

(Min of five consecutive editions)

We accept:

$50 per edition
full colour

$33.70 per edition mono
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HOME & GARDEN

JE
N
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Gippsland Home & Garden Maintenance

• Lawns - small acreages, large residential blocks
• Customised holiday property packages
•  Seasonal fruit tree pruning  

plus gardening
• Complete bathroom reno’s
•  Tiling, Grouting and  

pressure cleaning
• Painting

John 0414 917 468
Call now for a quote!

Years of quality 

experience

TRADES TRADES    SERVICESSERVICES
DIRECTORY

&

RE-STUMPING
JE

N
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76keanesrestumpting@outlook.com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

KEANE & SON
House Restumping & Levelling

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly? 
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly? 
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

ROOF RESTORATION

S.O.S.ROOFING

Call Steve 0412 160 071Call Steve 0412 160 071

YOUR LOCAL ROOFER

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

• Find and � x leaks • Roof repainting
• Roo� ng repointing • Valley renewal

• Roof demossing • Guttering • Gutter cleaning JE
N
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SECURITY

JE
N
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South Gippsland 
Security Services

• Patrols  • Guards  •  Alarm responses
• Alarm monitoring

Your local security company for 
Leongatha, Korumburra & district

Call Peter & Lesley Allman 5662 4280
Mob. 0427 516 317. Fax 5662 4259. 

                       sgsecurity@bigpond.comLic. No. 655-194-50S

GUTTER CLEANING

LB
10

02VACUUM 
GUTTER CLEANING

Tree Pruning & Removals | Solar Panel Cleaning
Fully insured and 20 years experience

FREE QUOTES
Phone Lochie
0417 315 846
Servicing all areas
impacttg@bigpond.com

1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496

SOLAR

LB
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1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496

GUTTER CLEANING

LB
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South East Gutter Cleaning
Servicing Gippsland

BEN 0450 186 235
se.guttercleaning@gmail.com

Vacuum Gutter Cleaning
Solar Panel Cleaning

Contracting
Cherry Picker
Qualified Arborist 
Qualified Climber
Chipper/Tree Removals
Stump Grinding

TREE SERVICES
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Office Duane Thomas
0493 425 800 0409 968 040

Fully Insured

www.treex.com.au

WINDOW REPLACEMENT

LB
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P: 0418 686 583
ALUMINIUM & TIMBER WINDOW REPLACEMENT

DECKS   |   PERGOLAS  |   VERANDAS

MARK
WESTERNPORT
WINDOWS AND HOME MAINTENANCE

HYGIENE SERVICES

C
C

0
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medico

HYGIENE SERVICES

WASTE DISPOSAL

�

Collection of clinical and related waste including sharps

�

Servicing ALL washroom related products

- Sanitary units, nappy units

- Air freshener units, W/C & urinal deep cleans

�

FREE clinical and related waste audits

�

Confidential document disposal service

(1800 633 426)

 Phone:1800 medico

www.medicoservices.com.au

Servicing all  of 

Victoria and Southern

New South Wales

NEED 

A SOLUTION?  

WE HAVE IT!

100% Australian owned and operated

HYGIENE SERVICES

LB
07

00

medico

Phone:1800 medico (1800 633 426)
www.medicoservices.com.au 100% Australian owned and operated

HYGIENE SERVICES
WASTE DISPOSAL

• Collection of clinical and related waste including sharps
• Servicing ALL washroom related products
   - Sanitary units, nappy units
   - Air freshener units, W/C & urinal deep cleans
• FREE clinical and related waste audits
• Confidential document disposal service

Servicing all of
Victoria and Southern

New South Wales

NEED
A SOLUTION?
WE HAVE IT!

LAWN MOWING

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning, hedging, 
rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, weeding, 

mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

RISK FREE
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STEEL & ROOFING SUPPLIES

LB
07
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5664 7408 | 0427 343 498 | 134 Whitelaw St, Meeniyan
shaun@mcraeengineering.net.au

DELIVERIES ARRANGED OR PICK UPS WELCOME

GENERAL  FABRICATION, STRUCTURAL STEEL,
FARM AND EARTHMOVING,  

MACHINERY REPAIRS, SHEDS, DAIRIES ETC.

McRae Engineering

PAINTER / DECORATOR
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M & J PAINTING

Call Mal 0448 101 771

Commercial/Scheduled maintenance
Reliable and prompt

SPECIALISING IN
PRE-SALE MAKEOVERS

All aspects of painting

HOME MAINTENANCE
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For all repairs and  
improvements to your home.

Quality workmanship at affordable prices.

Call Peter: 0466 115 776
Registered Builder - No: DB-U 4466

Bass Coast
HOME MAINTENANCE  

& IMPROVEMENTS

PAINTER
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LOCAL 
PAINTER
Aden Vandermeer.
Wonthaggi and  
surrounding areas.
FREE QUOTE.

0455 527 714

PET CREMATIONS 

JA
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Pearly Mates Pet Cremations is a family business 
based right here in South Gippsland. We can collect 

your pet from your home or your Vet. 
If we can help ring Kylie or Jonathan on 

0488 373 429 | www.pearlymates.com.au 

REMOVALISTS & STORAGE

1800 441 259 or 0418 303 652
Email: stevesuckling007@gmail.com

Call Steve or Theresa Call Steve or Theresa (Freecall)

Call Steve or Theresa
1800 441 259 (Freecall)

0418 303 652
info@phillipislandremovalist.com.au

www.phillipislandremovalist.com.au
Servicing Bass Coast

Local & 
Interstate
•  Domestic 

Cleaning
•  House 

Cleaning
•  StorageLB
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LANDSCAPING
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Prom Coast  
LANDSCAPING  

& EXCAVATIONS
Since 2010

Registered and Insured.
      Find us on facebook.

0490 789 376

TILING
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Ser v ic ing Nyora,  Loch and Kor umbur ra

TREE SERVICES

JA
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Call Brendan Ryan 0448169 258

• Tree care and advice • Tree shaping
• Pruning • Hedging • Removal
• Mulching • Stump grinding

• Free Quotes. 
•  Qualified Arborist  

and Fully Insured. 
•  Over 10 years  

expertise.

LOCKSMITHS

JA
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SOUTH GIPPSLAND & SURROUNDING AREAS

    0487 048 114
anthony@amrlocksmiths.com.au

LOCKED OUT? NEED YOUR  
LOCKS REKEYED OR REPLACED?

Specialising in 
residential & commercial. 

Call us now for a free quote.

PLUMBER
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FOSTER MAINTENANCE  
& HANDYMAN SERVICE

KEVIN LYSK   0409 958 103

Plumbing/Plastering
Tiling/Renovation

Reliability
Prompt Service

Lic 32318

PAINTER
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BRUSH STROKESBRUSH STROKES
PAINTING SERVICE

MIKE FERNLEYMIKE FERNLEY

0488 158 556

No job too small

GARAGES & SHEDS
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53

lic no. 100762

•  Garages  
& sheds

•  Supply & install 
•  Supply only
•  Install only

ROOF PLUMBING & 
SHED INSTALLATION

WASTE SOLUTIONS

Call the commercial and residential 
waste specialists today!

www.wheelawaste.com.au

5672 2056

Permanent 
waste solutions

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

PLASTERER

All aspects of
Rendering & Plastering

New and existing homes

0400 599 170

FJ Marotta  
Rendering & Plastering

Looking for a Plasterer?

PAINTER
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Leo: 0423 272 332

MECHANICAL SALES & REPAIRS

M
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welshpooloutdoors@bigpond.com.au
19 Main Street, Welshpool, VIC, 3966 

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
WORKSHOP REPAIRS

ORIGIN GAS DELIVERIES

Ph: 03 5688 1304

WELSHPOOL
OUTDOORS
OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
Ph: 03 5688 1304
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Caring For Our Community
Our experienced and qualifi ed staff 

provide personal, dignifi ed service to all areas

Pre-need Funeral Plans available

5662 2717
24 hours - 7 days

JE
N
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Offi  ce and Chapel:
      24 Anderson Street, Leongatha

info@handleyfs.com.au
www.handleyfuneralservices.com.au

JENC5059

MILKINS 
FUNERALS

Inc. Wonthaggi Funeral Services. Est 1973.

PRE-ARRANGED AND PRE-PAID 
FACILITIES AVAILABLE

Office - 102 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

For prompt and personalised 
service phone

WONTHAGGI 5672 3123
PHILLIP ISLAND 5952 3485

A.F.D.A.

~ Servicing all districts ~

~ Chapel facilities available ~

Caring and personal 24 hour Service
Main offi ce Wonthaggi

3085 Loch-Wonthaggi Road, Wonthaggi 
(P.O Box 35)

Cowes offi ce (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171
Email: info@handafunerals.com.au

www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au
A.F.D.A.

Locally owned 
and operated by 

Scott & Sharon
Anderson
5672 1074

JE
N
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Family owned and locally based Funeral 
Directors. We bring 25 years experience 

to families in Traralgon, Morwell, 
Churchill, Moe, Trafalgar, Korumburra 

and surrounding areas. 
THE CHOICE IS YOURS 

Practical, sensible and affordable. 
We offer both at-need and pre-paid 
funerals. Dignity and Respect, always. 

CREMATION PACKAGES 
FROM $3,300

www.harwoodfunerals.com.au
For 24/7 support 0405 669 532

JE
N
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BAKER, Mitch: 
30.08.1992 - 03.02.2025. 

Loving partner to 
Ashley, two peas 

in a pod. 
Son to Zena and Craig, 
big brother to Callum. 
Mitch was such a big, 

kind-hearted soul 
which was evident in 
the connections he 
had with everyone 

around him. 
Forever young, in our 
hearts and memories.

GILL, Bruce:
A sudden but 

peaceful passing 
surrounded by his 

family. 
Loved husband of 

Anne. 
Loving dad and 

father-in-law of Peter 
and Sandra, Jo and 

Peter (dec.), 
David and Helena, 

Judi and Moz. 
Adored pa to his 12 

grandchildren and 19 
great grandchildren. 
A life well lived, loved 

by all his family 
and friends.

GILL, Bruce:
Happy memories of a 

dear friend and 
neighbour. Diane, 

Malcolm (dec.), Dunn, 
Stephanie and Cal. 

Love to Ann and family.

HARRIS, 
Brian John: 

Brian John Harris aged 
90, died peacefully in 

Leongatha Hospital on 
Sunday, February 2, 

2025. 
Dearly loved husband 

of Kathy. 
Much loved dad to 
Sara, Joanne and 

Jonathon. 
Loved and respected 
father-in-law of David, 

Dee and Debra. 
Adored “Hop” to Poppy, 

Charlie and Coco. 

A gentle and kind 
man, forever 
in our hearts.

Private Cremation.

LINDSAY 
(nee Morgan) , 

Helen Ann: 
10.01.1945 - 07.02.2025. 

Loved wife of Colin. 
Dearly loved mother 
and mother-in-law of 

Jessica and Jess. 
Treasured special 

friend of Pennie-ann. 

Cherished sister and 
sister-in-law of Heather 
and Robert, Brian and 

Dorothy, Joan and 
George (dec.), Daryl 

and Ellen. 
Adored grandma of 

Cooper, Imogen, Oliver 
and Maverick. 

Daughter of William 
(Bill) and May Morgan 

(both deceased.). 
You were so loved and 

will be forever in our 
hearts. 

As per Helen’s wishes, 
a Private Cremation 

will be held.

DEATHSDEATHS
LINDSAY 

(nee Morgan), 
Helen Ann:

10.01.1945 - 07.02.2025. 
Dearly loved sister of 

Heather and Rob. 
Loving Auntie Helie of 
Kane and Nush, Luke 
and Pip, Joel and Nat. 
Great Auntie Helie of 

Millicent, Edwina, 
Emmeline and Lucinda. 

‘Forever in 
our hearts’ 

Sisters are different 
flowers from the 
same garden!

SMITH, Margaret: 
27.06.1929 -02.02.2025. 

Passed away 
peacefully at 
Rose Lodge. 

Loving friend and 
fishing mate of Charlie 

(dec.). 
Dear friend of Dianne 
and Michael, Laura 

and Will, Troy 
and Rachael, 

Ted, Georgia, Adeline 
and Alexander. 

A very courageous 
lady at rest. 

As per Margaret’s 
wishes, a private 

cremation will be held.

SMITH, Margaret: 
27.06.1929 - 02.02.2025. 
Margaret came into our 

lives and became a 
part of our family’s 

story. 
Devoted friend to 

Charlie (Pop) (dec.). 
May you now be at 

Peace. 
Love Stephen and 

Mary; Mairead, Cade, 
Lilah, Nyah, Louis, and 
Kanoa; Justin, Jenna, 

Harry, and Lacey; 
Calvin, Skye, Gus, and 
Archie; Hannah, Josh, 

Albie, and Lexi.

WILLIAMS, Joe:
Passed away at home 
surrounded by love on 
February, Sunday 9, 
2025, aged 95 years. 
Dearly loved husband 
of Rose for 61 years. 

Proud and loving father 
of Jane, David (dec.), 

Elizabeth, Lucy, Sarah 
and Anna. 

Proud and loving 
grandfather of 14 and 

great pop of 5. 
Until we meet again, 
may God hold you in 
the palm of his hand. 

Slainte.

DEATHSDEATHS

BAKER:
Family and friends 

please join us for the 
send-off for our boy 

Mitchy. 

The Funeral Service 
for Mr. Mitch Baker will 
be held at the Phillip 
Island Boardriders 
Club, 76 Veterans 
Drive, Newhaven, 

Tomorrow, Wednesday, 
February 12, 2025, 

commencing at 12pm. 

A private cremation will 
follow. 

FUNERALSFUNERALS

GILL:
The Funeral Service 
for Mr. Bruce Gill will 

be held at 
The Kernot Hall, 

1060 Loch-Kernot 
Road, Kernot on 

Friday, February 14, 
2025, commencing at 

10:30am. 

At the conclusion of the 
service the funeral will 
leave for the Grantville 

Cemetery. 

Bruce’s service will be 
live-streamed, go to 

www.handleyand 
andersonfunerals.

com.au 

WILLIAMS:
Requiem Mass for the 
Repose of the Soul for 
Mr. Joe Williams will be 
offered at St. Joseph’s 

Catholic Church, 20 
Bass Road, Bass, on 

Thursday, February 13, 
2025, commencing at 

3:30pm. 

A private cremation will 
follow. 

FUNERALSFUNERALS

ANDERSON, 
Alan (Nigger):

The family of Alan 
would like to thank 
everyone for their 

thoughts, cards and 
well wishes at this 

sad time. 
Special thanks to Rose 

Lodge staff for their 
exceptional care.

BEREAVEMENTBEREAVEMENT
THANKSTHANKS

FILING
CABINETS
Brand new with 

an anti-tilt  
safety feature
Available in 2, 3  
and 4 drawers.

Over 8 colours to 
choose from.

Order now at the 
Sentinel-Times

Wonthaggi office
47 McBride Avenue

5672 1888
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FOR SALEFOR SALE

HAY:
Small squares, this 

season, good quality, 
$12 per bale, 
free delivery. 

Phone 5657 3291.

2004 HONDA 400 EX:
Low usage, original 

tyres, v.g.c, goes well. 
$4400. 

0407 048 559. 

MALTESE X 
POODLE:

1 male. 
D.O.B 15.12.2024. 

Vacc and vet checked. 
Microchipped 

956000018815912 
RB211329 

$1000 
Ph: Kath 

0438 453 063.

MITSUBISHI D.C UTE 
2001:
Vin: 

MMBJRK7602D010238.
It’s got a tradie toolbox, 

roof rack and tub. 
No r.w.c. 

$4500 o.n.o. 
Call Kevin: 

0410 044 246.

FOR SALEFOR SALE

KORUMBURRA:
29 Jumbunna Road, 

Saturday, 
February 15, 2025. 

9am-2pm. 
Something for 

everyone. 
All must go.

KORUMBURRA RSL:
Mine Road, 
February, 

Saturday 15, 2025. 
8am-12pm. 

Enquiries David, 
0474 136 469.

LEONGATHA:
96 Parr Street, 

Saturday and Sunday, 
February 15 and 16, 

9am - 2pm. 
Moving house and 

shed contents.

WONTHAGGI 
NORTH:

16A Kirrak Street, 
Saturday 15, 2025. 
8.30am-3.30pm. 

Massive relocating.

GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES
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BASS COAST 
CAR REMOVALS
We pay you for your 

unwanted cars, 
4x4’s & trucks

We can remove farm 
scrap metal for free. 

Towing now available.
Call Shane  

7 days a week
5678 2002 or  
0407 599 616

USED CARSUSED CARS
TRUCKS & TRACTORSTRUCKS & TRACTORS

NOTICE TO
ADVERTISERS:
Advertisements offering a  
used motor car for sale must 
include in the advertisement:
(a)   The cash price of the  

motor car; and
(b)  Whichever of the 

following is applicable...
•  If the motor car is 

registered, the registration 
number; or

•  If the motor car is 
unregistered, the engine 
number of the vehicle. H

M
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HOUSEHOLD 
FURNITURE:

Good clean household 
furniture and other 

goods. 
Ph: Andrew 

0410 471 387. 
Abbys Bargain Centre.

WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY

ROOM FOR RENT 
GRANTVILLE:

Professional person 
required. 

Would suit doctor, 
nurse or schoolteacher. 

Bedroom and study, 
own bathroom 
and own fridge. 
Shared kitchen 
and car space. 

$1000 a month, bills 
included. 

0499 378 672.

FOR RENTFOR RENT

VV
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BASS 
MARKET

Community Market,
Hade Ave,

Saturday 
February 15,
8am – 1pm
All enquiries to
0490 852 753

PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

13 11 14

HELP IS AS
CLOSE AS THE

TELEPHONE H
M

C
14
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LANGWARRIN:
Male 70-year- old 

widower and slim build. 
Seeking adventurous 

lady, 60 plus, for 
camper trailer 

companion to Darwin 
and back down the 

West Coast. 
Leaving in May. 

Brian 0451 776 821.

PERSONALSPERSONALS

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINE
12 NOON

MONDAYS
Call 5672 1888

to place an 
advertisment

Connect 
with us
@sentineltimes

Our Inverloch offi  ce wishes to appoint a 
dynamic experienced Property Manager 

to become a part time member of our 
progressive rental department.

You should possess excellent customer 
service and communication skills, as well 

as qualifi cations and experience in Property 
Tree and all residential and commercial 

real estate management.
Profi cient computer skills, the ability to 
multi-task and a passion to grow the 

business are essential.
Excellent package and above award 

remuneration.
All enquiries strictly confi dential.
APPLICATIONS BY EMAIL TO:

marniredmond@alexscott.com.au or 
contact Marni Redmond on 0403 525 413

7 a’Beckett Street, Inverloch, 3996
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Inverloch

PROPERTY MANAGER
Part time

Positions Vacant
Rose Lodge is a not-for-profit aged 
care facility located in Wonthaggi that is 
committed to providing high-quality care and 
support to our residents, and we believe 
that our dedicated and compassionate 
staff are the key to our success. We are 
always looking for talented and passionate 
individuals who are committed to making a 
positive difference in the lives of others and 
share our values which are: Community, 
Respect, Wellbeing, Accountability and 
Partnership.
Rose Lodge offers a range of rewarding 
and meaningful career opportunities in the 
aged care industry and as a not-for-profit 
organisation, employees are able to access 
the benefits of salary packaging. 
Rose Lodge is currently seeking applications 
for staff to work in the following roles:
•  Chef – Casual 
• Food Service Assistant – FSA Casual
• Personal Care Assistant – PCA
If this position sounds like the next step in 
your career, please apply now by sending 
your resume to HR@roselodge.com.au
For applications to be considered, applicants 
must hold:
•  A current police check clearance 
• Proof of qualifications (if applicable)
Rose Lodge is committed to providing equal 
opportunities to all employees in the community 
and is committed to building a diverse and inclusive 
workforce. Rose Lodge welcomes applications from 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island peoples, people 
from culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) 
backgrounds, people of any age or gender, people 
identifying as LGBTIQ+ and people with disability. VV

02
23

Administration Assistant 
PBE Real Estate are seeking an 

experienced Administration Assistant 
to join our team. 15 hours per week. 

Please email pbevenusbay@gmail.com 
for further information.  

VV
02

24

Much hardship and difficulty is caused to 
jobseekers by misleading advertisements 
placed in the employment columns.
Our Positions Vacant / Situations Vacant 
columns are reserved for advertisements 
which carry a specific and genuine offer of 
employment.
Ads for ‘Business Opportunities’, 
‘Commission Only/Sales,’ training courses 
and employment services should be 
submitted under those headings.
Placing misleading job ads is an offence 
against the ACL and all advertisements 
are subject to the publisher’s approval. 
For further advice contact the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission on 
1300 302 502 or Consumer Affairs Victoria.

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE:

Bookkeepers / 
Office Allrounders

MJA Accounting is seeking full-time 
Bookkeepers / Office Allrounders to join the 
team in our Leongatha and Korumburra 
offices.  
Our practice provides taxation, business, 
superannuation and financial planning 
advice as well as general accounting and 
bookkeeping services.
These roles are diverse and will directly 
service our clients as well as support the 
overall operation of our practice.
Key responsibilities:
• BAS & IAS preparation 
• Assist with tax return preparation
• Bank reconciliations
• Data entry
• Processing payroll and superannuation
•  Assist with the preparation of financial 

reports
• Ensure compliance with financial policies
•  Liaising directly with clients, accountants 

and the ATO
•  Document management including digital 

and physical filing, scanning, archiving 
and organising client files

•  Assist with various administrative tasks 
throughout the office, supporting the 
partners, accounting, financial planning 
and administrative teams. 

We are looking for candidates with:
•  Bookkeeping or office environment 

experience
•  Attention to detail and an understanding of 

the importance of accuracy
•  Experience and proficiency using 

Microsoft 365 software
•  Familiarity with accounting software such 

as MYOB or Xero is preferred
These full-time in office roles are available 
for an immediate start.
A wage commensurate with skills and 
experience and in accordance with the 
Clerks–Private Sector Award 2020 will be 
offered to the successful applicants. 
Please forward your resume and short 
cover letter outlining your experience and 
skills to practice@mjacpa.com.au by  
COB Friday, February 21, 2025. 
All applications will be treated in the 
strictest confidence. 

H
M
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SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANT
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Advertising conditions:
Full name and address of advertiser must be 
supplied even though not necessarily 
included in advertisement.

The publishers reserve the right to omit and 
alter any advertisement. Please check your 
ad is correct the first day it appears. While 
every care is taken to ensure your ad is 
correct, errors can occur. We regret that we 
cannot be responsible for any errors beyond 
the first day if you fail to bring it to our 
attention.

All advertisements must be prepaid unless 
client has an existing credit facility. Accounts 
are due and payable on the due date as 
shown on the account.

The Motor Car Traders Regulations:

States that from July 1, 1998 all 
advertisements for used vehicles including 
motorcycles must include the cash price 
of vehicle and registration number or 
engine number if not registered.

Payments accepted:

Please note that double column advertisements 
requiring a proof must be received at least two 
hours prior to deadline and proofs will not be 
provided for single column advertisements.

DEADLINES

TO ADVERTISE

Classified single column
Mondays 12.00 noon

Classified double column
Fridays 3.30pm

Office Hours:
9am-5pm Monday to Friday

Classifieds

Phone:
5672 1888

Email:
ads@sgst.com.au

In person:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi
36 McCartin St, Leongatha

Mail:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi

Sentinel-Times

Sentinel-Times

Our Inverloch offi  ce wishes to appoint a 
dynamic experienced Property Manager 

to become a part time member of our 
progressive rental department.

You should possess excellent customer 
service and communication skills, as well 

as qualifi cations and experience in Property 
Tree and all residential and commercial 

real estate management.
Profi cient computer skills, the ability to 
multi-task and a passion to grow the 

business are essential.
Excellent package and above award 

remuneration.
All enquiries strictly confi dential.
APPLICATIONS BY EMAIL TO:

marniredmond@alexscott.com.au or 
contact Marni Redmond on 0403 525 413

7 a’Beckett Street, Inverloch, 3996
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Inverloch

PROPERTY MANAGER
Part time

Positions Vacant
Rose Lodge is a not-for-profit aged 
care facility located in Wonthaggi that is 
committed to providing high-quality care and 
support to our residents, and we believe 
that our dedicated and compassionate 
staff are the key to our success. We are 
always looking for talented and passionate 
individuals who are committed to making a 
positive difference in the lives of others and 
share our values which are: Community, 
Respect, Wellbeing, Accountability and 
Partnership.
Rose Lodge offers a range of rewarding 
and meaningful career opportunities in the 
aged care industry and as a not-for-profit 
organisation, employees are able to access 
the benefits of salary packaging. 
Rose Lodge is currently seeking applications 
for staff to work in the following roles:
•  Chef – Casual 
• Food Service Assistant – FSA Casual
• Personal Care Assistant – PCA
If this position sounds like the next step in 
your career, please apply now by sending 
your resume to HR@roselodge.com.au
For applications to be considered, applicants 
must hold:
•  A current police check clearance 
• Proof of qualifications (if applicable)
Rose Lodge is committed to providing equal 
opportunities to all employees in the community 
and is committed to building a diverse and inclusive 
workforce. Rose Lodge welcomes applications from 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island peoples, people 
from culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) 
backgrounds, people of any age or gender, people 
identifying as LGBTIQ+ and people with disability. VV

02
23

Administration Assistant 
PBE Real Estate are seeking an 

experienced Administration Assistant 
to join our team. 15 hours per week. 

Please email pbevenusbay@gmail.com 
for further information.  

VV
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On 1 February 2025, the 
management of San Remo 
and Wonthaggi cemeteries 
was voluntarily transferred 
to Southern Metropolitan 
Cemeteries Trust (SMCT) from 
Bass Coast Shire Council. 

SMCT is proud to welcome these two 
beautiful cemeteries into our care.

The voluntary transfer means the Bass 
Coast community will have access 
to the broader range of services and 
programs, extended customer service, 
and compassionate understanding of 
cemetery management offered by the 
experienced team at SMCT.

From 1 February 2025
• All enquiries regarding these 

beautiful spaces can be directed 
to SMCT. 

• There is no change to the cemetery 
open hours. San Remo and 
Wonthaggi cemeteries are open 
from 8am to 6pm every day, and 
8am to 8pm during daylight savings.

San Remo and 
Wonthaggi Cemeteries

Notice of transfer:

• Relationships with local contractors 
and funeral directors are upheld.

• An expert team member will be 
available as needed on-site on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays to support 
funeral directors and families.

• Our support team can be contacted 
seven days a week on 1300 466 904 or 
via email to enquiries@smct.org.au.

Any pre-existing memorial purchases 
or service agreements will of course 
be honoured, and we thank you for 
trusting us with your legacy and your 
loved ones.

Your legacy, our expertise 

We thank those who have worked to 
support the Bass Coast community 
at these sites over the years, and 
look forward to exploring a legacy of 
history, reflection and compassion for 
you and your families. 

For more information, please see 
the Frequently Asked Questions at  
engagewith.smct.org.au/basscoast,  
or visit: smct.org.au/sanremo or  
smct.org.au wonthaggi.

For all enquiries:
Phone: 1300 466 904
Email: enquiries@smct.org.au
Visit: engagewith.smct.org.au/basscoast 

We are urgently seeking community 
members who are passionate about 

the pool’s future to join the committee 
of management. No day to day tasks 

required, just your enthusiasm  
and fresh ideas. 

We can’t do this without you! 
Please call Noelene on 0438 551 605 or 

email korumburraheatedpool@outlook.com

KORUMBURRA INDOOR POOL

M
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STUDENT SUPPORT 
POSITIONS

GENERAL OFFICE 
POSITIONS

7 x Roles Advertised
Job Vacancy IDs:  

1464650, 1464651, 1464652, 1464653, 
1464654, 1464655, 1464656

Ongoing roles, to commence  
Monday, March 3, 2025 or ASAP
5 days/week: 8.45am - 3.30pm

All applications to be made via the  
DET Recruitment Online portal

3 x Roles Advertised
Job Vacancy IDs: 

1464692: Wonthaggi Campus 3 days/wk
1464694: San Remo Campus 3 days/wk

1464695: Dudley Campus 3 days/wk
Ongoing roles, to commence Monday, 

March 3, 2025 or ASAP
All applications to be made via the  

DET Recruitment Online portal

ACHIEVING SUCCESS IN A CARING 
AND CREATIVE ENVIRONMENT

H
M
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Retail Assistant
Part time position

I require a person with good customer 
service and organisational skills for a  

Retail Shop in Wonthaggi.
Able to work 10-15 hours a week.

Please apply in writing with details of 
previous employment, together  

with details of referees to:-
The Manager, P.O. Box 559 Inverloch,3996

V
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SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANT

PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

Visit our website:
www.sgst.com.au

Connect 
with us
@sentineltimes
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SUMPTUOUS home grown produce 
abounded in Bass Coast’s edible gar-
dens over the weekend.

From Phillip Island to Inverloch, 
Coronet Bay to Kilcunda, Wonthaggi, 
Glen Forbes, and Dalyston gardens of 
all sizes were opened for the public to 
enjoy.

The PICAL garden in Cowes pro-
vided a fine example of a grass roots 
project that provides fresh food and 
healthy meals for the local community.

At Smiths Beach on Phillip Island 
Liz’s garden delighted visitors with co-
lourful flowers, well-tended vegetable 
beds and a bountiful orchard, while 
Barb’s garden showed what can be 
achieved by a single person on a low 
maintenance bush block.

Following the edible garden trail to 
Cape Woolamai Marg and Pete’s garden 
provided an example of what can be 

done with an abundance of pots, and 
Jessica’s garden provided bush-tucker 
learning opportunities showcasing na-
tive edibles and sustainable living.

At Coronet Bay Heike’s garden pro-
vided a delightful example of a cottage 
garden promoting self-sufficiency, joy 
and healthy living while Greg’s garden 
abounded in aromatic native edibles, 
herbs and spices.

Travelling further afield Eden Rise at 
Woolamai was well worth the journey 
as was Cynthia and Andrew’s triangu-
lar food garden at Kilcunda with a fruit 
and nut alley nature strip, and Jon and 
Robyn’s flourishing young orchard and 
productive vegetable garden on a farm 
at West Creek.

Wonthaggi gardens proved popu-
lar with the State Coal Mine histori-
cal cottage garden pretty as a pic-
ture, Rachel, Rob, Euan and Amelia’s  

family garden focussing on passion and 
sustainability and a delightful rambling 
cottage style garden open for the public 
at Orenda Permaculture.

Inverloch’s three edible gardens were 
truly inspirational from a residential 
aged care garden and a charming cot-
tage garden close to the beach, to a 
young family’s food larder in the mid-
dle of town pumping out mouthwater-
ing home produce that kids love to eat.

Made possible by Bass Coast Adult 
Learning and an army of volunteers 
the Bass Coast Edible Gardens week-
end provided lots of useful gardening 
tips and advice and plenty of oppor-
tunities to purchase mouth-watering 
home produce fresh from the garden.

To see more go to basscoastedi-
blegardens.com or search for Bass 
Coast Edible Gardens on Facebook or  
Instagram.

HAVING spent a lot of 
her childhood living in 
nursing homes, there 
was a degree of inevita-
bility about Paula Vier-
grever’s career path.

For the past two de-
cades, Paula has been 
the heartbeat of care 
at Gippsland Southern 
Health Service as a nurse 
at Koorooman and Alch-
era House, while also 
providing community-
based nursing services.

While she has also 
worked in district nurs-
ing and alcohol and oth-
er drug care, Paula de-
scribes aged care nursing 
as her “calling”.

And it’s all thanks to 
her mother Sue whose 
own nursing career cov-
ered three decades with 
GSHS after introducing 
Paula to the world of 
aged care.

They emigrated from 
England when Paula was 
three and she soon got 
to experience the inner 
workings of aged care 
before the family moved 
to Leongatha when she 
was 15.

“Mum was a nursing 
manager at an aged care 
facility in Sandringham,” 
Paula recalls. “Our unit 
was at the back and my 
bedroom had a door into 
the nursing home. We 
lived there for about two 
years from when I was 
eight to 10.

She recalls another 
nursing home where her 
mother worked night 
shifts. “I can remember 
sliding down the big stair-
case railing. It wasn’t like 
the nursing homes we 
have now. It was a very 
big old house with two or 
three residents to a bed-
room and three storeys 
high.

“I was scared of sleep-
ing in my room by my-
self because it was right 
at the top, almost like an 
attic.”

Wherever she stayed, 
Paula loved the expe-
rience of interacting 
with the residents. “We 
moved from England 
when I was three so my 
grandparents weren’t 
here, but I had plenty 
of others and was never 
short of someone to read 
with,” she said.

“I’d often walk around 
and see all the residents. 

I could read my reader 
to any of them.

There were a couple in 
particular that I kept in 
contact with and would 
see after we left.”

Sue also did night 
shifts in aged care nurs-
ing work and Paula 
would join her.

“It’s pretty ironic when 
you think about it and 
look back and think 
`gee, I used to live in a 
nursing home and now 
I’m still around one’,” 
she said.

Paula didn’t immedi-
ately move into aged care 
work. “I had children 
young and then worked 
cleaning houses for the 
shire before doing my 
personal care certificate 
and starting care in the 
home.

But nursing “ran 
through the family” and 
Paula’s two sisters had 
become registered nurs-
es.

She started her nurs-
ing career at age 33, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of 
her younger sisters.

The reasoning was 
simple “I’ve always loved 
caring for people.”

“I love the work en-
vironment and I love 
working with the resi-
dents.”

Now 57 and celebrat-
ing 20 years with GSHS, 
Paula has no plans to 
retire just yet. “I couldn’t 
see myself doing anything 
else,” she said. “It’s all I 
know and I enjoy it.”

And when she does 
eventually retire, Paula 
will more than likely 
keep visiting residents, 
just as she does these 
days with her little dog 
Charli, who has become 
a favourite at Alchera.

Paula says aged care 
has changed dramati-
cally for the better from 
the days she was sliding 
down the railings in San-
dringham.

“It’s much better now,” 
she said. “I don’t know 
how the backs of the old-
er nurses held out when 
they were lifting people 
without the supports 
that we have today. All 
the supports have made 
it a lot easier physically 
and now we have a lot 
of tools, guidelines and 
training for dealing with 
people.”

A YOUTH forum organized by vol-
unteers for independent candidate 
Deb Leonard has identified creative 
solutions to the key issues facing 
young people in the Monash elector-
ate.

Transport, mental health, costs of 
living and climate emerged as the 
top concerns, with the young par-
ticipants proposing forward-thinking 
policies to address these challenges.

The forum brought together stu-
dents and staff from local schools 
and universities to ensure youth per-
spectives inform Deb Leonard in the 
upcoming federal election. “We need 
to listen to the innovative ideas of our 
young people to move beyond poli-
tics and develop genuine solutions,” 
said Leonard. “I’m proud of my vol-
unteers for creating this platform to 
amplify youth voices.”

Forum participants highlighted the 
need to improve mental health ser-
vices in the region. They called for 
more interdisciplinary mental health 
teams in schools, combining psy-
chologists, paediatricians and social 
workers to better support student 
wellbeing.

Representatives from both public 
and private schools expressed con-
cern that only private schools could 
access federal funding, while the 
need for better resources and sup-
port staff was far greater in public 
schools. Deb said this was one of 
the key inequities in federal funding 
which she plans to correct if elected.

There was agreement from the 
young people attending that they 
would prefer to stay in the local area 
but difficulties in connecting with 
employment and study opportunities 
and peers meant that they inevitably 
considered moving. One university 
student described how they would 
drive for over three hours a day so 
that they could attend a face-to-face 
university course rather than give up 
on their local connections.

The underutilisation of the  
Wonthaggi TAFE campus was identi-
fied as a missed opportunity to engage 
youth and provide pathways for those 
wishing to stay in the region.

Participants also proposed creat-
ing “third spaces” for free community 
events and resources to foster con-
nection and combat isolation among 
young people in regional areas. As one 
school participant noted: “Strong con-
nections make strong communities”.

Costs of living outpacing income 
was a concern. Engaged youth put for-
ward solutions including taxing large 
corporations and natural resource 
exports to raise the funds needed to 
provide funds needed to raise Centre-
link payments to a liveable level, and 
provide a fairer tax system.

“It’s appalling that in 2025, there 
are kids living homeless in our com-
munity.” said Deb. “We’re not giving 
people the basics they need to sur-
vive, let alone get ahead. This should 
be one of the highest priorities of gov-
ernment at all levels.”

Understandably, the environment 
and climate change were key concerns 
for the young attendees. Disillusioned 

and let down by successive govern-
ments not being accountable for their 
actions, they expressed the need for 
consequences for environmental 
damage and failure to act in accor-
dance with recommendations of cli-
mate experts. “Governments need to 
be held accountable for their actions,” 
said one young person.

On the issue of politics, all partici-
pants agreed that there needed to be 
more education around civics and 
the political system in high school, 
including how to access news from 
credible sources and critically evalu-
ate information in the media.

“This is the kind of innovative, in-
tegrated thinking we get when young 
people are included,” Leonard noted.

“Our young people have a vital stake 
in our region’s future. Their voices de-
serve to be at the centre of this election 
conversation,” Leonard said.

The youth forum is one of many 
community consultations informing 
Leonard’s campaign as she seeks to 
be a strong independent voice for 
Monash in Canberra.

Media Contact: Kate Leonard 0418 
139 792 / kate.leonard2@gmail.com

A feast of home-grown produce 
in Bass Coast’s edible gardens

Willow and Zephyr with parents Dan and Sian in their edible family garden at Inverloch B29_0625

Nurse, Paula Viergrever has been the heartbeat 
of care at Gippsland Southern Health Service. 

Caregiver returns  
for a life in aged care

Deb Leonard listening to local youth on issues.

Deb Leonard listens to Young Voices
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TIDETIDE 
GUIDEGUIDE
TIDAL PREDICTIONS FROM 
PORT PHILLIP HEADS

Approx. Tide Variations: Seal Rocks, 
Venus Bay, Waratah Bay and Cape 

Woolamai (Same), Tooradin +2hrs 45, 
Cowes Pier +50, Stony Point +40

4.19am
0.90m
10.39am
1.26m
5.05pm
0.39m

12.35am
1.40m
5.50am
0.87m
12.00pm
1.25m
6.21pm
0.39m

1.37am
1.45m
7.10am
0.78m
1.12pm
1.29m
7.23pm
0.38m

2.29am
1.50m
8.12am
0.67m
2.13pm
1.34m
8.15pm
0.37m

3.10am
1.54m
8.59am
0.56m
3.06pm
1.40m
9.00pm
0.39m

3.45am
1.56m
9.38am
0.48m
3.52pm
1.45m
9.40pm
0.42m

4.14am
1.56m
10.12am
0.41m
4.32pm
1.48m
10.15pm
0.47m

TUESDAY
February 11

WEDNESDAY
February 12

THURSDAY
February 13

FRIDAY
February 14

SATURDAY
February 15

SUNDAY
February 16

MONDAY
February 17

Email us your 
fi shing photos

news@sgst.com.au

SPORTS

NYORA Raceway’s latest 
race meeting was an all-night 
open wheel spectacular with 
the Compact Speedcars com-
peting for their state cham-
pionship whilst Formula 500 
drivers competed in the Gold-
en Jacket Showdown. 

Aston Rodriguez from Ky-
abram would achieve the 
state title milestone beating 
Australian champion Mitch 
Whiting in the run to the fin-
ish whilst Chad Bell scored a 
big win in the showdown. 

Also on the night, Nyora’s 
very own Ebony Hobson 
would win the latest East-
ern Series Wingless Sprints 
round of racing, Cody Mal-
ley won the Junior Formula 
500s, Chris Nankiville won 
the Open Outlaw Karts and 
Kade Foster was victorious in 
the Outlaw Box Stocks. 

Rodriguez won the first of 
six qualifying races to put 
himself as close to the front 
as possible for the state ti-
tle for Compact Speedcars 
whilst the wins were shared 
from there by Caleb Mills, 
Joe Lostitch, Mitch Whiting, 
Bree Simpson and Whiting 
a second time. A twenty-five-
lap title decider had its thrills 
and spills, the biggest being 
Byron Smith from New South 
Wales coming undone. Rodri-
guez would cross the finish 
line over a second in front of 
Whiting, Trevor Perry, Mills 
and Ash Booker. 

Rowdy Andreatta who be-
gan racing as a Nyora Junior 
Sedan competitor jumped 
into senior Formula 500 rac-
ing for the first time having 
spent a couple of seasons as a 
Junior 500 racer and started 
with a bang by winning the 
first of four qualifiers. Tyler 
Maggs, Mat Turner and Jack-
son McLean shared the rest 
of the victories in the Golden 
Jacket Showdown for the 
Formula 500s. However come 
feature time it would be Chad 
Bell storming to victory lane 
in front of McLean, Turner, 
Bailey Stephens and Maggs. 

Last start Nyora Raceway 
Junior Formula 500 winner 
Hugo Chivell started his night 
of racing with a first up heat 

win before Cody Malley, Rusty 
Ponting and Cruz Farrell from 
Pakenham Upper rounded 
out the winners in qualify-
ing. Malley then continued his 
run of strong results in recent 
weeks by securing the feature 
race victory ahead of Ponting, 
Chivell, Cruz Farrell and Zac 
Stevens. 

 National Sprintcar racer 
Todd Moule started a rare 
weekend in Wingless Sprint 
competition by winning the 
first of six heat races in the 
latest Eastern Wingless Sprint 
Series. He was the first of six 
different winners with Tyler 
O’Leary, Clyde woman Ebony 
Hobson, Peter Logue, Thom-
as McDonald and Aron Law-
rence being those that earnt 
themselves victories. Hobson 
who learnt who race craft 
watching her father Lloyd at 
Nyora compete in Dirt Modi-
fieds before the family invest-
ed in some Speedway Karts 
for herself and her brother to 
go racing, would win the fea-
ture event by less than half a 
second, just ahead of Ricky 
McCubbin, Logue, Kim Gos-
ling and Ricky Mills. 

The Outlaw Karts returned 
with the drivers keen to try 
out the three hundred me-
tre infield track as opposed 
to the one hundred meeting 
infield circuit. It was a last-
minute request and despite 
best efforts of the host club, 
things didn’t go as planned. 
The Outlaws and Nyora have 
some plans for the three hun-
dred metre circuit that should 
bring it up to scratch for the 
future. Chris Nankiville who 
won a final at Nyora already 
this year, once again claimed 
a victory when he beat Ryan 
Murcott, Ethan Bastian, Luke 
Hickson and Harry McCor-
mack in the final. 

In Outlaw Junior Box 
Stocks Kade Foster clean 
swept the nights racing win-
ning both heats and then 
the final. Finishing second 
in the final was Aston Tuck-
ett with Bohdi Doig and 
Freddie Carrigy closing out 
the finishers.

By Dean Thompson

Rodriguez crowned champion, 
bell is golden at Nyora Raceway

Car 30 Aston Rodrigues Compact Speedcars title winner. 
Photo: Napier Photography (Louise Norman). 

Islanders double up in Cowes Classic

With an overall membership of 300 regular swimmers, the Phillip Island ‘Turtle smugglers’ were 
well represented in the Cowes Classic on Saturday.

Justin Tilley of Surf Beach won it 
in transition at the Cowes Classic on 
Saturday when he was quickly into 
his shoes and on his way to a two-
second victory on The Esplanade in 
Cowes.

Sunset Strip resident Zoe Adams 
claimed 5th place overall and 1st 
place in the women’s division of 
the Cowes Classic Aquathon run in 
superb conditions last Saturday.

Placegetters in the women’s division of the Cowes Classic 
on Saturday were Bethany Barrett of Wonthaggi 3rd, Zoe 
Adams of Sunset Strip 1st  and Stella Crawford-Rust of 
Melbourne 2nd.

Placegetters overall and in the men’s division of the Cowes 
Classic on Saturday were Justin Tilley of Surf Beach 1st, 
Liam Hemmingway Frankston 2nd and Tyler Phillips Ferny 
Creek 3rd.

Second fastest in the swim Liam Hemmingway leads the 
men’s division off in the Cowes Classic on Saturday.
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BREAKAWAY BOWLS 
IT was another day of high 

temperatures and high atten-
dances for the indoor bowling 
on Monday. 

The winners were Rhonda Rat-
tenbury and Helen Gladstone.

They won with +16 – well done 
ladies.

The club now have a constant 
number of bowlers every week.

The winners on Friday were Les 
Stanbury and Brian Newman.

They had a very respectable 
score of +22 – well done to you 
both.

FISH CREEK
IN what was an outstanding re-

sult for Fish Creek Bowling Club 
in the final round of weekend 
Pennant, all three divisions were 
able to achieve the results to put 
the club into third position on 
the ladder. 

All three teams will now play at 
Fish Creek in the knockout final 
with Division 2 against Inverloch 
and Division 4 and 6 taking on 
Tarwin Lower. 

Prior to Saturday, Division 2 
would need to defeat Inverloch in 
all three rinks to make finals and 
they did this in great style with 
final scores being 66/16 to 44/0. 

Division 4 also needed to de-
feat Phillip Island and came 
home with a comfortable 57/15 
to 47/1 victory. 

The Division 6 team ventured 
to Meeniyan, needing to win at 
least one rink. 

The team won one rink but lost 
on the day 32/2 to 42/8. 

Fish Creek’s midweek Pennant 
side travelled to Lang Lang on a 
very hot Tuesday. 

It continued its good form and 
won 63/14 to 55/2. 

Barefoot bowls is also going 
great guns with lots of enjoyment 
by all. 

Winners last week were Dave 
Vuillermin, Ash Zuidema and 
Andrew Boyd. 

The encouragement award was 
received by David Butler, Jane 
Butler and Mark Wrigley. 

The club asks everyone who has 
entered the 21 up and 100 up 
competitions to complete your first 
games by Sunday, February 16.  

It would be great to see all sup-
porters at Fish Creek on Sat-
urday to cheer on the red and 
white in the finals quest.

FOSTER
WEDNESDAY night was round 

two of the Jack Attack competition. 
 The club was short of a few play-

ers but managed to tweak some 
teams to still play all the games.

 It was great that the weather 
cleared up for a pleasant evening 
of bowls.

The winners were the BMF’S, 
Jen, Dion and Benny, winning 
the Chamber of Commerce 
vouchers sponsored by Ag 
Trans, another new sponsor for 
this season – thank you to them.

Runners up. winning the  

chocolate prizes sponsored 
by Promontory Kitchens, were 
Crackerjack, Ros, Scott and 
Lyndon. 

The raffle is always good fun 
with everyone eager to win. 

Prom Meats have jumped on 
board with a meat voucher prize 
every week, which is awesome. 

Cellarbrations Foster donated 
the wine, and some extra good-
ies were from IGA and the club 
–it’s a great mix of items.

Many thanks for everyone’s 
support.

This week sees Foster celebrat-
ing Valentine’s Day a little early. 

Players are to dress in red or a 
valentines themed costume.

The club has only one week left 
of Midweek Pennant.

 Last Tuesday saw Division 1 
with a comfortable win over Toora, 
keeping it third on the ladder. 

 Division 3 battled it out with 
Meeniyan who showed why it is 
in top position on the ladder. 

The team is comfortably sitting 
in fourth.

Saturday saw the last of the 
competition rounds. 

Finals will start next weekend.
Division 3 have finished second 

on the ladder, finishing with a 
nice win over Korumburra under 
some trying weather conditions.

Sadly, Division 4 have finished 
in sixth place with a tough last 
game against the top team on the 
ladder Wonthaggi. 

The club has done very well 
and had a great season. 

It is looking forward to finals.
 Go Foster. 

INVERLOCH
ALTHOUGH it was quite warm, 

29 players enjoyed a social after-
noon of bowls last Thursday. 

Games were played in a combi-
nation of fours and triples. 

On the day, two teams won 
both their games. 

The team of Carol Waters, Joyce 
Arnold, Di Selby and Reg Varty 
were the winners on 35 points. 

The runners up on 33 points 
were the team of Marilyn Mason, 
Cheryl Abbott, John Turner and 
Malcolm Marshall. 

Well done to all.   

KORUMBURRA
WITH the pennant season draw-

ing to a close, the last few can 
change positions on the ladder. 

In midweek, Korumburra host-
ed Wonthaggi, which was on top 
of the ladder, and needed the win.

Unfortunately, all teams went 
down.

Katrina Evans lost 17 shots to 
21, Jo Lomagno went down 14 
shots to 24 and Jenny McVeigh 
lost 11 shots to 31, dropping 
them out of the four.

Division 2 travelled to Wont-
haggi and had a loss.

Lena Harfield was the only 
winner, getting up 16 shots to 
14, Jim Garnham lost 29 shots 
to 10 and Judith Nicholl lost 33 
shots to 16, however they re-
main in fourth place.

In weekend Pennant, Division 1 
hosted Leongatha and a win was 
essential to remain in the top two.

Robin Provan won 28 shots to 
15, Charlie Edgerton won 24 shots 
to seven, and unfortunately Kevin 
lost 13 shots to 19, but it resulted 
with the team on top of the ladder 
– well done to all concerned.

MIDWEEK BOWLS
IT was another great day at Loch 

and District Bowls Club as 45 
bowlers turned up to once again 
fight it out for teams of the week.

As always, the bowlers were 
greeted by Pauline and John as 
Peter and Rob prepared all the 
players into teams.

The host for the day was Trev-
or, who welcomed everyone to 
the club as Alex prepared the 
green for the day’s play as well 
as tidied up after the day’s play.

It was a lovely day for all play-
ers with a slight breeze to keep 
everyone cool.

 However, over the day, the sun 
beat down and the temperature 
rose to very uncomfortable levels.

At lunch break, one player 
dropped out due to the heat, but 
the rest fought on.

Over the course of the day, a lot 
of fun was had by all players.

There was some excellent 
bowling as always and lots and 
lots of laughter from all corners 
of the rink.

The winners on a score of 35 
were Bobby Arnold (L), Peter 
Gratton (S), Stephen Muhi (2) 
and Jaye Allen-Dayle (3).

Runners up also on 35 points –
but on a count back just missing 
out – were Phil Wright (3), Derek 
Fenn (2), Tony Morris (L) and 
Louis Magri (S).

Best one game winners with a 

score of 19 were Gillian Harper 
(3), Tony Heppleston (L) and 
Claire Sheers (S).

A big thank you to Trevor for 
keeping all bowlers hydrated from 
behind the bar as well as everyone 
who may have, in one way or an-
other, helped with the day.

As the Pennant season is com-
ing to an end this week, the club 
would like to wish all members 
success with their final game 
and good luck to those who 
make the finals.

Next week, the bowlers will be 
meeting up at Lang Lang to con-
tinue the competition.

So till then, please stay safe 
and above all, have fun.

WONTHAGGI
IT was another busy but good 

week at the club. 
Tuesday saw Division 1 travel 

to Korumburra for an early start, 
with the temperature on the rise. 

With a 9.15am roll up, the day 
went off well before the weather 
got hot. 

All rinks played well to record 
a good win. 

The final scores Wonthaggi 76 
Korumburra 42. 

Division 2 played host to Ko-
rumburra at Wonthaggi, in what 
could have been a danger game, 
with Korumburra in third posi-
tion on the ladder. 

All rinks played well to record 
a solid win. 

The final scores Wonthaggi 76 
Korumburra 42. 

Division 3 ventured down the 
road to Tarwin, also with an ear-
ly start to beat the heat. 

Once again, all rinks played 
well to record a good win. 

The final scores Wonthaggi 71 
Tarwin 48. 

Tuesday night was perfect for 
barefoot bowls. 

Perfect weather and good num-
bers made the night a success. 

The Adams Family were the 
lucky team to win the lucky pick. 

Next week is the last night for 
the year, and as always, it will be 
a good night. 

Doors open from 4pm. 
Wednesday saw a fine mild day 

for the Turkey Triples with both 
rinks full of bowlers enjoying 
the fantastic music provided by 
Wendy and her machine. 

There were two teams that 
were four game winners. 

The winners were Marty 

Hanniford, Rob Dowling and 
John Duscher with a score of 
four wins and 33 shots up. 

The runners up were Allan Ire-
land, Colin Ormerod and Bryan 
Donohue with a score of four 
wins and 16 shots up. 

Best game went to the Mattock 
team with a score of 17 shots up. 

The Naba award went to the 
Cimino team, who received a cap 
from the Wonthaggi Club. 

Once again, the bowls club 
would like to thank the Wont-
haggi Club for its support and 
sponsorship of the Triples. 

Thursday, as always went off 
well with good numbers enjoying 
a game of social bowls. 

Saturday saw Division 1 drive 
to Corinella, on a fine morning, 
for an early start with perfect 
weather for bowls. 

Things didn’t go according to 
plan with all three rinks going 
down. 

It’s time to reset, and start the 
finals next week. 

The final scores Wonthaggi 52 
Corinella 74. 

Division 2 played host to Loch 
at Wonthaggi on a fine mild day. 

A win was a must with ladder 
positions important. 

All rinks played well to claim 
second spot on the ladder. 

The final scores Wonthaggi 75 
Loch 52. 

Division 4 went to Foster looking 
to finish the season off with a win. 

All rinks played well to record 
a solid victory. 

The final scores Wonthaggi 69 
Foster 54. 

Division 5 won on forfeit. 
Finals are next week. 
All divisions are playing and 

will be ready to go. 
Bowls this week: 
Tuesday: Pennant and Tuesday 

night bare foot bowls. 
Wednesday: Social bowls at 1pm. 
Thursday: Social bowls at 10am. 
Friday: Coaching at 10am. 
Saturday: Pennant finals start. 
Friday night is still a good 

chance to catch up with mem-
bers and friends. Have a good 
week and good bowling.

WONTHAGGI INDOOR
THE club had another great 

week of bowling with 46 players. 
If you would like to come and 

join in the fun, please ring Jean-
nie on 0438 719 083 or John on 
0425 774 971. 

On Tuesday, the club was happy 
to welcome Heather Stone back for 
the day –it was lovely to see her.

The winners on Tuesday with a 
plus five, winning two games were 
Pam Russell, Teresa Ireland, John 
Postlethwaite and Philip Fowler. 

Runners up on plus two with 
a win and a draw were Heather 
Stone, Glenda Binch and Max 
Sweetnam. 

Friday’s winners on plus 13 
were Jean Wylde, John Bird and 
Glenda Binch.  

Runners up on plus seven were 
Jenny Bakker, Jos Kemper and 
John Rook.

Bobby Arnold (L), Peter Gratton (S) and Stephen Muhi 
(2) were this week’s South West Gippsland Midweek 
Bowls Group winners. Absent: Jaye Allen-Dayle (3).

The Turkey Triples winners at the Wonthaggi Bowls 
Club were Marty Hanniford, Rob Dowling and John 
Duscher.

Jean Wylde, John Bird and Glenda Binch were the 
Friday winners at Wonthaggi Senior Indoor Bowls.

Rhonda Rattenbury and Helen Gladstone 
shared a win at Breakaway Bowls on Monday. 

The Jack Attack winners at the Foster Bowls 
Club were the BMF’S, Jen, Dion and Benny.
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KORUMBURRA
RESULTS: Tuesday, February 4:
Stableford:  47 players.
A Grade: Greg Shuttleworth 

(15) 39 points. B Grade: Joseph 
Salvatore (28) 43 points.

NTPs: first Greg Jones, seventh 
Pete Wallace, 10th Pete Wallace 
and 13th Joseph Salvatore.

Thursday, February 6:
Stableford:  28 players.
A Grade: Barry Kerr (11) 39 

points. B Grade: Tim Morgan (19) 
37 points.

NTPs: first Mick Belvedere, 
seventh Barry Kerr, 10th Shayne 
Harland and 13th Greg Wilson. 

Saturday, February 8:
Sponsor: Harland Rendering.
Men’s Monthly Medal: 79 play-

ers.  Monthly Medal winner: Da-
vid Gow (23) 66 C/B.

A Grade: Clint Newcombe (9) 68 
net. B Grade: Richard Johnson 
(18) 66 net. C Grade: David Gow 
(23) 66 C/B.

Scratch Winner: Steve Bromby 
(+1) 71.

NTPs: first Mat Wrigley, seventh 
Aydan Walters, 10th Iain Riddell 
and 13th Barry Kerr.

First round of men’s Club 
Championships:

Gross (Scratch): 
A Grade: 
1: Steve Bromby -1 71 71
2: Mat Wrigley 1 73 73
3: Trippy Kennedy 2 74 74
B Grade:
1: Tim Fowles 12 82 82
2: Donald Van Rooye 11 85 85
3: Paul Hopkins 12 85 85
C Grade:
1: Richard Johnson 18 84 84
2: Ross Crawford 18 85 85
3: James Williams 16 86 86
D Grade:
1: Laurie Webster 19 87 87
2: Simon Perks 19 88 88
3: David Gow 23 89 89
Net:
A Grade:
1: Clint Newcombe 9 68 68
2: Trippy Kennedy 2 72 72
3: Steve Bromby -1 72 72
B Grade:
1: Tim Fowles 12 70 70
2: Jason King 14 71 71
3: Ray Ludenia 14 73 m73
C Grade:
1: Richard Johnson 18 66 66
2: Ross Crawford 18 67 67
3: James Williams 16 70 70
D Grade:
1: David Gow 23 66 66
2: Blake Walker 29 67 67
3: Don Hislop 29 68 68

Ladies
THE first split round of the Club 

Championships has brought with 
it great weather, along with terrific 
results. 

Terry White Chemmart Pharma-
cy has been a long time and gener-

ous sponsor, and the club is very 
appreciative of this support and 
the beautiful trophies provided.

The club congratulates Mer-
rissa Cosson (10) who had an 
outstanding round to set a new 
course record with a fabulous 76 
off the stick. 

This is a huge accomplishment 
with such a fantastic score, and 
the club is thrilled for Merrissa. 

Merrissa was also the February 
Monthly Medallist (Tiny Teapot 
Café voucher), the Scratch Score 
and A Grade winner with 66net.  

Merrissa is now off a handicap 
of nine – well done.

The A Grade runner up was 
Shelley Snooks (16), 76 net on a 
c/b from Heather Grist (22).

B Grade was won by Judy Webb 
(23) 67 net with Beryl Brown (30) 
runner up 68 net. 

Third place went to Barb Twite 
(27) 70 net.

Maree Wittingslow (35) was the 
C Grade winner 68 net and close 
behind was Kath Welsh (34) 69 
net. 

Lyn Leppin (36) was third 72 
net on a c/b.

Placegetters were Pam Eyers 
(40) and Julie Brannaghan (25) 
both 72 net and Viv Enbom (36) 
74 net.

NTP winners were Kerri Besley 
first, Merrissa seventh, Shelley 
10th and Kath 13th.

The Thursday night Twilight 
Competition was won by Ian and 
Denise Gibson with a great score 
of 28 points. 

Runners up were Dave and Viv 
Enbom with 23 points. 

NTPs on the first went to Ian 
and Johanna VDH.

 On Friday, Korumburra had 
a group of women play at Foster 
in the South Gippsland Golf Inc 
Maree Anderson Opening Day –
well done to all our players for 
representing our club.

 On Saturday, Korumburra 
had 11 women play in the Sin-
gles Championship split second 
round and the RB Monthly Medal 
sponsored by Luscious Cafe. 

Winning the RB Medal on a 
three-way countback was Deb 
Wrigley (25) with 74 net. 

Runner up was Kerri Besley (13) 
and next best was Johanna van 
den Heiligenberg (10). 

NTPs on the first (Kellys Bakery 
Voucher) and 10th was Deb, sev-
enth green Kerri and on the 13th 
Lyn McIvor.

LEONGATHA
TUESDAY, February 4: 4BBB 

Par event. 
Tuesday’s 4BBB Par round had 

a field of 52 members/guests take 
to the course.

Winners: Dean Kellett and Craig 

Hams with a score of +11.
Runners up: Peter Clingin and 

Winton Knop with a score of +10 
on a countback.

NTP fifth second shot: Winton 
Knop at 1.68m. NTP 14th: Trevor 
Steer at 3.50m. NTP 16th: Nicho-
las Byrne at 1.73m.

Thursday, February 6: Stabl-
eford.

Thursday’s event was a Stable-
ford round with a field of 90 mem-
bers/guests take to the course, 
teeing off either the blue or yellow 
tees.

Overall winner: Craig Hutchin-
son (8) with the high score of 
the day of 44 points, an excellent 
score of 70 off the stick.

A Grade winner: Craig Hutchin-
son (8) with a score of 44 points. A 
Grade runner up: Josh de Groot 
(11) with a score of 38 points. B 
Grade winner: Ashleigh Hutton 
(16) with a score of 38 points on 
a countback. B Grade runner up: 
John Moore (18) with a score of 
38 points. C Grade winner: Alan 
Sperling (28) with a score of 38 
points. C Grade runner up: Ben 
Chapman (22) with a score of 37 
points on a countback.

NTP fifth second shot: David 
Knight. NTP 14th: Ken Smirk. 
NTP 16th: Colin Bear.

Saturday, February 8: Men’s 
Club Championship Stroke first 
round.  

Saturday was a stroke event and 
the first round of the 2025 Club 
Championships with a field of 96 
members/guests competing for 
this coveted award.

Overall winner: John Ryan (11) 
with the low score of the day of 74 
off the stick.

A Grade winner: John Ryan (11) 
with a score of 74.

A Grade runner up: Nath Wardle 
(10) with a score of 77.

B Grade winner: Thomas Si-
mon (18) with a score of 82 on a 
countback. B Grade runner up: 
Peter Read (18) with a score of 82.

C Grade winner: Steve Vuill-
ermin (20) with a score of 84. C 
Grade runner up: Bernard Skerys 
(19) with a score of 88.

D Grade winner: Gerald Free-
stone (28) with a score of 107. D 
Grade runner up: Simon Kaiser-
man (28) with a score of 111.

NTP fifth second shot: Chad 
Clasby at 2.41m.

NTP 14th: John Moor at 1.91m.
NTP 16th: Nath Wardle at 

1.10m.

Ladies
THE first round of the women’s 

Club Championships were held 
last Wednesday. 

The A Grade winner with 98/28 
70 net was Anna de Bondt with 
Dot Stubbs finishing in second 

place with 95/24 71 net. 
Tanya Starkey had an excellent 

99/32 67 net to win B Grade with 
Jo McNaughton not too far be-
hind with 104/35 69 net.

Down the line balls went to 
Jenny Fraser 104/34 70 net, Joy 
O’Sullivan 106/33 73 net, Bron-
wyn Debenham 104/30 74 net, 
Wendy Brown 104/30 74 net, Ev 
Indian 105/30 75 net, Deb Miller 
103/27 76 net, Marianne Leaver 
103/27 76 net and Colleen Touzel 
97/21 76 net.

Players will have to wait for com-
pletion of the Saturday women to 
determine their placement in each 
of the four grades. 

This year there will be both a 
net winner and a scratch winner 
in each grade.

MEENIYAN 
THE February Medal Day event 

was played in pleasant weather, 
with a field of 16 players.

The winner of the medal was 
Faye LePage with 96-25=71 net. 

Louise Vuillermin was the run-
ner up with 72 net.

Down the line balls went to Dot 
Christie, Susan Straw and Veroni-
ca Park, all with 72 net.

Dot Christie won the putter with 
27. 

Tanya Thorson 66 net was pre-
sented with her January medal as 
well.

MIRBOO NORTH
TUESDAY, February 4: Stabl-

eford.
A Grade: T/ Whitelaw (7) 34 

points c/b. B Grade: D. Taylor (24) 
43 points. DTL: P. Cummaudo 39 
and S. McKenzie 38. NTP: fourth 
D. Taylor, sixth N. Whichello and 
16th M. Payne.

Birdies: fourth D. Taylor and 
16th M. Payne.

Saturday, February 8: Stabl-
eford.

A Grade: B. Bradshaw, (6) 41 
points. B Grade: N. Bracecamp, 
(18) 39 points. DTL: N. Whichello 
38, S. Mills, S. Woodall, P. Draper 
and A. Liebe 37 c/b. NTP: fourth 
T. Baker, sixth G. Shandley, 13th 
T. Baker and 16th B. Bradshaw.

Birdies: fourth T. Baker, sixth 
N. Whichello, 13th T. Baker, N. 
Baker and N. Rutledge, and 16th 
J. McFarlane.

Next Saturday: K. McCartin 
Foursome Championship Over-
flow will be a men’s foursome.

WONTHAGGI
RESULTS: February 6, S.R 71. 
Competition: Stableford 18-

hole.
Winner: Ian McNish 35.
Runner up: Gino Hennequin 34.
BDTL to 32: Greg Street 33, 

Glenn Hewlett 33, Graeme Craw-
ford 33 and Glen Turner 32.

Results: February 6, S.R 36. 
Competition: Stableford nine-

hole 10 to 18.	  
Winner: Kevin Bayley 21.
BDTL to 15: Andrew Hooton-

Shandley 18, Willy Williams 15 
and Blake Cornelis 15.

Results: February 8, S.R 72.
Competition: second round 

Championships Stroke. 
A Grade: Dean Winning 65.
B Grade: Aaron Yann 69.
C Grade: Hamish Burns 62.
BDTL to 71 C/B.
Ball sweep: Eric Van Agtmaal 

66, Kevin Bayley 66, Brad Andrew 
67, Alan Cubbon 67, Sam Hovath 
68, Jim McEachern 68, Ian Gilm-
our 69, Ben Martin 69, Blake Cor-
nelis 70, Daniel Crellin 70. Peter 
Dell 71 and Cooper Lindsay 71 
C/B.

NTPs: Norm Burne second, 
Scott Williams fourth, Daniel Crel-
lin propin eighth, Stephen Judd 
13th and Phillip Dynes money 
hole 17th.	

Sunday, February 16.
Competition: Wonthaggi Golf 

Club 2025 Championships Final.
A Grade: I. Baker vs. M. Scott. 

A Minor: S. O’Halloran vs A. Cub-
bon. B Grade: M. Foster vs. B. 
Martin. C Grade: H. Burns vs. P. 
Liddle. D Grade: K. Cuman vs. S. 
Terrill.

 Ladies
WEDNESDAY saw 28 players 

enjoy a “cooler day” for a round of 
Stableford before the three rounds 
of stroke for the 2025 Champion-
ships starting next week.

There were three grades with 
A Grade winner Anne Tschiderer 
(20)34 points, B Grade and round 
of the day Geraldine Prentice 
(24)41 points, and C Grade win-
ner Anne Poulton (36)34 points. 

NTP on second was Simone 
Lindsay, and eighth and 17th An-
drea Grenville. 

WOORAYL
FIFTEEN ladies assembled for 

February Monthly Medal, spon-
sored by Invisage. 

The event was Stroke and count 
your putts. 

Conditions were cooler and 
overcast. 

A Grade’s winner was Heather 
Sullivan 72net. 

The B Grade winner and Month-
ly Medallist was Kath Davis 70net. 

BDL went to Elly Berryman, Bev 
Bridge, Lyn D’Laney and Pauline 
Lancaster, all with 75net. 

NTP on eighth was Elly Berry-
man, 11th Pauline Lancaster and 
17th Elly Berryman.

The putting was won by Pauline 
Lancaster 30 putts. 

  |  SPORTGOLF

Anne Tschiderer, Anne Poulton and Geraldine Prentice were 
Wonthaggi Golf Club’s grade winners on Wednesday. 

The February and January Monthly Medals 
were awarded to Faye Le Page and Tanya Thorson 
respectively at the Meeniyan Golf Club. 

B Grade winner and Monthly Medallist Kath 
Davis with A Grade winner Heather Sullivan at 
the Woorayl Golf Club. 
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SIXTY-EIGHT golfers competed in the 
Maree Anderson South Gippsland Golf 
Inc Opening Day at Foster Golf Club on 
Friday in a 4BBB format.  

No doubt all competitors were thank-
ful for the cooler conditions. 

Handley and Anderson Funerals of 
Wonthaggi provided a delightful array 
of potted plants for the winners and 
were thanked accordingly.  

This generous sponsorship has been 
ongoing for 33 years. 

Marg Johnson, representing Wonthag-
gi Golf Club, spoke of Maree Anderson’s 
huge contribution both to the South 
Gippsland golfing district, to Wonthag-
gi Golf Club and she shared her own 
memories of golfing with Maree.

The winners of A Grade were Veronica 
Park and Heather Poletti from Meeni-
yan Golf Club with 50 points. 

Kylie Collins and Geraldine Sinclair, 
from Foster Golf Club, were the run-
ners up with 47 points on a countback.

B Grade was won by the Phillip Is-
land pairing of Liz Gleeson and Marilyn 
John with 52 points. 

Two shots away were Fay Quilford and 
Sue Woods from Leongatha Golf Club 
with 50 points on a countback. 

Thanks must go to Fay for collect-
ing all the wonderful plant prizes from 
Handley and Anderson.

Nearest the pins were Chris Rickard 
fourth (Korumburra), Anne McCal-
lum sixth (Phillip Island), Ada Anglin 
13th (Phillip Island.), Jean Hayes 15th 
(Woorayl) and Liz Gleeson 17th (Phillip 
Island).

The South Gippsland Golf Inc (SGGI) 
committee extend thanks to Foster Golf 
Club for hosting the 2025 Maree An-
derson Opening Day the course provid-
ing plenty of summer run for all and 
acknowledge the contribution put in by 
first time ever captain Jenny Alexander, 
all made for an extremely pleasant day.

A reminder to players that the next 
district event will be the SGGI Bowl at 
Korumburra in just three weeks’ time, 
February 28.

Given that this event was the first of 
the 2025 District events the SGG match 
committee welcomed the captains for 
the season: Susan Straw (Meeniyan), Ja-
net Thompson (Woorayl), Rhonda Boyd 
(Phillip Island), Jenny Alexander (Fos-
ter), Kerri Besley (Korumburra), Janet 
Monk (Leongatha), Catherine Bolding 
(Wonthaggi) and Sue Brown (Welshpool).

There was good news also for the 
team of Linda Forrester, Lyn De’laney 
and Sherrill Winkler from Woorayl as 
the SGGI Bowl had been found after an 
extensive search. 

It was officially presented to team 
member Sherrill and Woorayl captain 
Janet during presentations for their 
win in 2024.

Barb Twite provided an update on the 
very successful skills clinics that has 
been underway for 18 months with the 
third clinic currently in progress. 

She also provided an overview of the 
upcoming Pennant season with Section 
1 teams of Phillip Island and Korum-
burra playing the South Gippsland ver-
sion of a Solheim Cup format.

 Golfers will look forward with in-
terest in seeing how this competition 
evolves. 

In Section 2 there are six teams and in 
Section 3 four teams all playing handi-
cap matchplay.

A memorial tribute along with a 
‘memory tree’ created by Elly was made 
to those ladies who had passed away in 
the last 12 months, who were members 
of the clubs, graced the courses and 
were golfing friends.

They remember Gayle Reid (Foster), 
Connie Janssen, Gwen Evison, Janette 
Dixon, Marg Harper (Korumburra), 
Maureen Masterman (Korumburra 
and Wonthaggi), Marilyn Williams (Le-
ongatha), Trish Latch (Welshpool), 
and Edna Watts and Eileen Brewster 
(Woorayl).

South Gippsland
Golf Inc Opening Day

SPORT  | GOLF SPORTS

IT has been a busy few 
weeks to catch up on.

The weekend of January 
18 and 19 had two players, 
Mike Butterfield and Virginia 
Wheeler, travel to Sale to com-
pete in a level play singles 
tournament. Both played in 
Section 2 with Virginia win-
ning four games and Mike, 
with five games, finishing 
equal second on games but 
pipped into third spot on a 
hoops count back. 

Well done both players.
There were also a busy few 

days at Cairnlea, the Victorian 
Croquet Association headquar-
ters, starting on January 24 
and finishing on January 27. 

The Australia Day Golf Cro-
quet tournament was held on 
January 24 with Tom Lacey 
competing in Section 1 and 
unfortunately not winning a 
game and Sue Baker, who 
competed in Section 3, win-
ning one game.

Tom Lacey and Paul An-
drews both tackled the VCA 
Golf Croquet singles with 
Tom winning one game in his 
section and Paul winning four 
games in his. 

Competing in the ‘Plate’ on 
the last day, Tom won two 

games with Paul unfortunate-
ly not winning any.

These events at Cairnlea 
always attract some of the 
best players in the state and 
this makes competition very 
tough.

Sponsored once again by 
the Workmens Club, the ex-
ternal doubles tournament 
was held on February 1 and 2. 

Attracting a field from many 
clubs in Victoria, this turned 
out to be a great couple of 
days despite the very hot con-
ditions. Unfortunately play 

had to be abandoned during 
the last round on Sunday due 
to the arrival of lightning and 
then a heavy thunder shower. 

Section 1 was won by 
Andy Barbero (Wangaratta) 
partnered by Janine Sisson 
(Mornington) with Section 2 
won by Rosie Scott (Traral-
gon) with Virginia Wheeler 
(Wonthaggi).

Many thanks to all members 
who assisted during the week-
end in the kitchen, time keep-
ing and getting the grounds 
up to scratch on the days  

prior, Sue Cartwright as tour-
nament manager –ably as-
sisted by Stephen Wilbourne 
–and Tom Lacey who was run 
off his feet refereeing during 
the two days.

Thank you also to Haymes 
Paint Shop which, for many 
years now, have supplied the 
club with line marking paint.

Last, but by no means not 
least, the internal Sections 1 
and 2 singles championships 
were held on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 4. 

Two players only contested 
Section 2, Sue Baker and Neil 
Warburton, so it was to be the 
best out of three games. 

Sue came up trumps.
Five members fought out 

Section 1 with Gerry Kool 
narrowly beating Paul An-
drews on a hoops count back, 
both winning three games.

It has been a busy few weeks 
indeed with things not slowing 
down in the weeks to come.

Feel free to join in on any 
of the club days, Monday, 
Wednesday and Saturday, 
starting at 10am. 

Croquet is a game for all. 
 The club is located on Wen-

tworth Road near the swim-
ming/sporting complex.

THE Leongatha and Dis-
trict Cricket Association has 
made a solid start to its Mel-
bourne Country Week cam-
paign, scoring 8/264 against 
Casey-Cardinia at Shepley 
Oval in Dandenong on Mon-
day morning this week.

Casey-Cardinia were well 
placed a 3/214 (36 overs), 
chasing the victory total at 

the time of going to press.
Tom Cameron, in his de-

but innings for the LDCA at 
Country Week, top-scored 
with 65 while Jack Curtis 
52 not out, Madura Madu-
sanka 41 and Ethan Lamers 
39 also made good contribu-
tions.

But the outfield at Dande-
nong is fast and hard, and 

the wicket conducive to good 
scoring so the team was 
aware it would take some 
defending.

It doesn’t get any easier for 
the LCDA playing Geelong at 
the Henry Turner Reserve in 
Footscray on Tuesday and 
Bendigo at Casey Fields in 
Wednesday.

Mustafa Nader 2, Alexan-

der Geyer 11, Ethan Lamers 
39, Mitchell Clark 12, Thom-
as Cameron 65, Madura Ma-
dusanka 41, Jack Curtis 
not out 52*, Jack Ginnane 
7, Joel Brann 3, Aydan Wil-
liams not out 5*

Bowling: Lachie Wright 
0/39, Joel Brann 0/45, 
George McCausland 0/15, 
Ethan Lamers 1/36

Solid start at Country Week for Leongatha & District

Wonthaggi Croquet Club president Gerry Kool with 
Section 1 winners Janine Sisson and Andy Barbero.

Competitive month for Wonthaggi Croquet Club

Students dive into  
2025 swimming carnival
STUDENTS from Bass 

Coast College made a splash 
at their swimming carnival 
last Friday.

Held at the Korumburra 
outdoor pool, the students 
took on the competitive rac-
es, donned their house co-
lours and cheered on their 
teammates.

The age group 
champions were:

12-13 boys: 1. Walker 
Franks.  2. Tyson Ireland.

14 boys: 1. Jarrah Ruther-
ford. 2. Noah McMillan. 3. Kai 
Sturt.

15 boys:  1. Finn Middleton. 
2. Logan Laub.

16 boys: 1. Jarrah Tagell  
2. Darcy Gorsuch and  
Thomas O’Mahoney.

17 boys: 1. Seth McBean. 2. 
Isaac Meyer.

12-13 girls: 1. Jedda Tagell. 
2. Eden Roberts.

14 girls: 1. Hannah Lucas. 
2. Emma Paterson and Zoe 
Meyer.

15 girls: 1. Rebecca Barclay. 
2. Amelia Lofgren.

16 girls: 1. Miah Roberts.
17 girls: 1. Abbey Clarke. 2. 

Milly Jobe.
18-20 girls: 1.Sarah Seuren. 

Bass Coast College congratulated its age group champions at Friday’s swimming carnival. 

Jarrah Rutherford had a great time competing in the 
kickboard race at Friday’s swimming carnival. Tk13_0625
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AS CLUBS kick their new 
season preparations into top 
gear, inbound recruitment is 
usually all the talk.

And on that score, Wont-
haggi was hoping to sign expe-
rienced Port Melbourne cam-
paigner Anthony Anastasio 
before he tragically damaged 
his anterior cruciate ligament 
(ACL) in recent weeks.

But the reality is that most 
of the Power’s upside in 2025 
will come from homegrown 
talent either returning from 
injury or after time away.

And top of the list of those 
returning from injury are key 
defender Kyle Reid and pow-
erful onballer Brodie Mabilia, 
both back in full training and 
showing all the signs of getting 
back to their best ahead of the 
club’s first ‘home and away’ 
game against Warragul at Won-
thaggi on Saturday, April 5 
less than eight weeks away.

Added to that, the club will 
be able to bank on the ser-
vices of Ryan Sparks week-in 
week-out, after an impressive 
season with Collingwood in 
the VFL.

Others including Tom Mur-
ray returning from injury and 
young Jarvis Harvey returning 
after two years at Inverloch-
Kongwak including 14 eye-
catching games for the seniors 
in 2024, will further boost the 
Power, which frankly, doesn’t 
need a lot to make it a force 
again in 2025.

After losing several top 
names to injury and promo-
tion at the start of 2024, the 

Power lost five of its first sev-
en games and looked set to 
struggle to repeat the heroics 
of the previous few years un-
der favourite son, coach Jar-
ryd Blair.

But the club blooded plen-
ty of its own talent and saw 
pleasing improvement across 
the playing group through the 
season, so much so that they 
not only made the finals, but 
convincingly won their elimi-
nation final against Sale be-
fore going down to the even-
tual premiers Traralgon, on 
a steep improvement curve 
themselves, in the first semi-
final.

President of the Wonthaggi 
Power Football Netball Club, 

Peter Liddle, is delighted 
with how the season is shap-
ing up on and off the track, 
and while the return of some 
homegrown talent is wel-
come, he’s especially pleased 
with the numbers, talent and 
enthusiasm in the club’s un-
derage ranks.

“We’ve already got good num-
bers turning up for training in 
the Under 16s and Under 18s 
and will be back to fielding 
teams in both competitions 
this year which is great,” said 
Peter Liddle.

After joining forces to take 
the Under 16s through to 
the finals last year, coaches 
Glenn Jobe and Matt Pugh 
have taken charge of the Un-

der 16s and Under 18s re-
spectively and are looking 
forward to a competitive year 
in both divisions.

After a training camp at 
Portsea in the next few weeks, 
Wonthaggi Power has a series 
of practice matches planned 
including:
•	 Saturday, March 15 Intra-

club practice matches
•	 Saturday, March 22 Nar 

Nar Goon at Wonthaggi
•	 Saturday, March 29 Noble 

Park at Phillip Island (Ne-
whaven College). Same day 
as the VFL Hawks game at 
Wonthaggi.

•	 Saturday, April 5 Gippsland 
League first round versus 
Warragul at Wonthaggi.

FORMER picnic horse of the 
year and crowd favourite Sha-
hin was cheered home by a 
record crowd of over two thou-
sand at the Woolamai Race-
course to win the 2025 Alex 
Scott & Staff Woolamai Cup.

A cup first for jockey Leigh 
Taylor and trainer David 
Noonan the popular Shahin 
also won best presented strap-
per and horse for the third 
year running, before taking 
out the cup

Life-membership was pre-

sented to Florence Elaine Rob-
inson (nee Harrison) daughter 
of Tom Harrison a legendary 
part of the Woolamai Race 
Club in the 1930’s.

Elaine started as a jockey at 
Woolamai aged 13 following in 
the footsteps of her sister Betty.

Betty and Elaine’s father 
Tom Harrison Snr and broth-
er Tom Harrison Jnr were 
both integral to Woolamai’s 
racing history.

Elaine and her family still 
attend every race meeting at 

Woolamai and are proud to 
be part of the Harrison racing 
dynasty carried on by jockeys 
Jade Darose and Craig Wil-
liams.

The crowd was kept well en-
tertained by The Times and 
Imogen Price, and fashions on 
the field was a huge hit coordi-
nated by It’s All About the Sash.

Dalyston Football Club ran 
two bars, Tipsy Pony served 
celebratory cocktails, and the 
Kilcunda Bass Cricket Club 
and Archie’s Creek provided 

the catering.
Sponsors TS Constructions, 

Green Valley Grains and the 
Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club 
were thanked by the Woola-
mai Racing Club for their con-
tinued race-day support.

 Woolamai Cup Results
Race 5 Open Handicap 

(1708m)
1st (6) Shahin
T: David Noonan
J: Leigh Taylor
2nd (10) Shez Steamin’
3rd (1) Hawkestone

SHATTERED is how Stony Creek Rac-
ing Club CEO Jason Benbow must feel 
after being forced to abandon his sec-
ond race meeting in four weeks at Stony 
Creek.

“Race stewards ruled the track unsafe 
after overnight rain left patches of heavy 
track,” said Mr Benbow

Problems with a new $700,000 irri-
gation system have been a contributing 
factor leaving the track inconsistent and 
dangerous for racing.

“Stewards felt it was unsafe for racing 
after 8mm to 10mm of rain and there 
have been teething problems with the 
new irrigation system,” said Jason.

It Is the first season with the new irri-
gation system to put more water on the 
track.

The course was found by stewards to 
have dry patches and heavy patches.

Mr Benbow said overnight rain before 
the scheduled Publican’s Day meeting 
was unexpected and he apologised to 
the public and racing community.

It was the second race meeting to be 
abandoned at Stony Creek this year.

Torrential rain and lightning just pri-
or to the first race at Stony Creek four 
weeks ago also led to the complete day’s 
racing being cancelled.

Mr Benbow says each abandoned 
meeting costs the club upwards of 
$12,000 in direct costs including cater-
ing, and another $20,000 to $30,000 in 
lost income.

“Things are going to be tight,” admit-
ted Benbow with just one race meeting 
left before the current racing season 
ends.

“We have put money aside for a rainy 
day and now we will just have to use it.”

In his first year as CEO Jason Benbow 
knows how tough the racing industry 
can be.

A Gippsland boy growing up in Cran-
bourne Jason always wanted to be a jockey.

“I rode my first winner at Stony Creek,” 
said Jason.

A race fall at Murray Bridge ended his 
career in November 2022.

When the stewards are of the opinion 
that the surface is unsafe Jason has no 
argument.

“The safety of jockeys and horses 
comes first.”

The $700,000 the club has spent on 
the new irrigation system is part of a 
large capital investment at Stony Creek 
including $200,000 on new facilities for 
female jockeys and a $150,000 upgrade 
for the race day office.

“It is mostly government funding with as-
sistance from Racing Victoria,” said Jason.

Two full-time staff employed during 
the racing season including Jason can 
swell to 20 employees on race days.

The second abandoned race meeting 
this year is a blow for staunchly loyal 
racegoers in Stony Creek, Meeniyan and 
beyond.

“It’s upsetting because the club had done 
a lot of preparation for this meeting.”

“Publicans Day at Stony Creek is al-
ways a big day.”

The next race day at Stony Creek will 
the Ladbroke’s Stony Creek Cup on 
Sunday March 9, for more information 
go to country.racing.com/stony-creek

Celebrating Elaine Robinson’s life-membership at the Woolamai Cup.

Picnic horse of the year  
Shahin wins the Woolamai Cup

Wonthaggi Power will be fielding a full complement of teams in the Gippsland League this 
season including Under 18s and Under 16s. Power youth coach Glenn Jobe chats to his 
group at Under 16s training during the week.

Wonthaggi looks local for power boost in 2025

Jason Benbow CEO Stony Creek 
Racing Club B54_0625

Unsafe track forces  
second race day 

cancellation
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SPORTS
ALLAMBEE MIRBOO  
AND DISTRICT  
TENNIS ASSOC.

Section 1 results: Inver-
loch 8.49 defeated Western-
port Red 0.19; Koonwarra 
4.43 defeated Korumburra 
4.37; Westernport White 
4.34 defeated Leongatha 
4.31. 

Ladder: Inverloch 101, 
Koonwarra 78, Westernport 
White 68, Leongatha 61, Ko-
rumburra 51, Westernport 
Red 25

Section 2 results: Korum-
burra 7.63 defeated Baromi 
2.49; Outtrim v Leongatha – 
wash out. 

Ladder: Outtrim 90.5, Ko-
rumburra 71, Baromi 67, 
Leongatha 53.5

Inverloch was the winner 
against Westernport Red. 

Well done to the Western-
port club for bringing new 
players into the competition. 

The other two matches in 
Section 1 were close with 
four sets to all with only 
three and six games between 
the winners and losers.

Korumburra won well 
against Baromi, with its men 
winning all their sets. 

The ladies’ sets were more 
even, leaving it up to the 
mixed. 

Korumburra combined 
their players well, winning 
two out of three mixed. 

Outtrim and Leongatha 
couldn’t finish due to weath-
er but managed to get four 
sets completed.

Players are now off at 
Country Week enjoying the 
Swan Hill weather. 

There will be no play next 
week.

If your club has not paid 
its affiliation fee, please do 
so next week. 

If you need support, please 
contact the secretary Nicole 
de Longville or treasurer Su-
san Clark. 

Details can be found in the 
front of your draw.

SOUTH GIPPSLAND  
BRIDGE CLUB 

FEBRUARY 4 at Wonthaggi 
RSL: six tables competing.

North/South Master Point 
winners:

First: Ken Mckenzie and 
Marie Sands 57.88 average 
hand score. Second: Bruce 
Higgs and Sean Munley 
56.00. Third: Mary Brewis 
and Faye Rowlands 55.65.

East/West winners:
First: John French and 

Deb Anglim 63.62. Second: 
Penny Loughran and Ruth 
Stevenson 63.12.Third: 
Neville and Phillip Chapman 
57.00.

February 7 at Inverloch 
Angling Club: nine tables.

North/South winners:
First: Alan Johnston and 

Clive Hope 62.43. Second: 
Sean Munley and Bruce 
Higgs 54.76. Third: John 
French and Deb Anglim 
54.51.Fourth: Nev and Phil-
lip Chapman 51.85.

East/West winners:
First: Bronwyn Sund and 

Marie Sands 61.31. Sec-
ond: Chris Hall and Doug 
Mcintyre 56.55. Third: De-
nise Allitt and Tom Kudelka 
53.27. Fourth: Julie Perri-
am and Anne Gibson 50.00.

LEONGATHA and District Net-
ball Association are celebrating 
60 years of netball this year with a 
celebration weekend to be held on 
May 17 and 18.

A celebration dinner will be held 
on Saturday night, May 17, at the 
Football Netball Function Rooms 
at the Recreation Reserve in Le-
ongatha. 

Current and past committee 
and club members are invited to 
attend. 

The night will be in recognition 
of the contribution from many 
LDNA members over the last 60 
years with the LDNA 60-year his-
tory book to be launched at the 
dinner event. 

Dinner will be served and the 
bar will be opened. 

Over the past year, 12 clubs 

from across the district have com-
peted in LDNA’s winter competi-
tion.

“With special guests, we are ex-
pecting about 200 people to join 
us for dinner,” said co-ordinator 
and LDNA life member Pat Kuhne. 

To continue the celebrations, 
photo boards, a BBQ, old-time 
games and Net-Set-Go will be held 
Sunday morning from 10am, May 
18 at the LDNA netball courts for 
the public. 

Tickets for dinner will be $80, 
and they can be purchased 
through LDNA-associated clubs 
or from the event coordinators at 
ldna60years@gmail.com.

History books can be purchased 
for $25 with ticket sales, on the 
night of the dinner and at the Sun-
day BBQ if still available.

Come and celebrate with Leongatha and District Netball Association

Join LDNA on May 17 for a night of celebration as they mark 60 
incredible years! Honouring the legacy are M. Evinson, P. Kuhne, 
P. Smith, C. Cope, and J. Bloye. Don’t miss an unforgettable 
evening.

LAST weekend, Wonthaggi 
basketballer Jett Garnham won 
the Under-20 Men’s National 
Championship as a member of 
the Victorian state team.

The victory came after a de-
cisive grand final clash against 
Queensland, with Victoria 
emerging on top 95-77.

“In the final game, the atmo-
sphere was pretty surreal. As 
an athlete, you always dream of 
playing in these games, so I was 
just trying to soak it all in,” Jett 
said.

The championship game 
capped off a flawless tourna-
ment run, with the team going 
undefeated and winning all sev-
en of their games, including the 
finals.

“When we won, it was pretty 
surreal. All the hard work from 
everyone in the team had paid 
off. All those sacrifices we made 
were worth it, so it was a pretty 
special moment,” he said.

Simply making the state team 
is a challenge, with Jett attend-
ing three separate tryouts, each 
followed by player cuts. More 
than 100 players from across 
Victoria started the process, but 
only a handful received the call 
from head coach Darren Best 
confirming their selection. Jett 
was one of them.

“To represent my state is an 
honour, to say the least. My role 
within the team was as a facili-
tator, lockdown defender, and 
floor general. I came off the 
bench to guard the opposition’s 
best offensive guard and try to 
shut him down while also con-
trolling the pace of the game to 
keep it in our favour,” he said.

Jett credited the team’s cama-
raderie and lack of egos as key 
factors in their national success.

But this achievement was no 
overnight success. It was nearly 
a decade in the making, begin-
ning with Wonthaggi’s under-
10s program before he moved to 
a more competitive level, play-
ing for the Melbourne Tigers in 
under-12s and later represent-
ing the Dandenong Rangers 
from under-14s to under-18s in 
the Victorian Junior Basketball 
League (VJBL).

“I started taking basketball 
seriously around 11 years old, 
after my first National Junior 
Classic tournament with the 
Melbourne Tigers. I had a strong 
tournament, leading the scoring, 

and that’s when I realised I was 
pretty handy at it and that I re-
ally enjoyed it,” he said.

From that moment, Jett set a 
clear goal—to become the best 
basketballer he could be.

He expressed gratitude for the 
support he has received from his 
family and coaches throughout 
his journey.

“I’ve had countless people help 
me along the way, and while 
there are too many to name, 

some of the key figures are my 
mum, Cathy, my dad Nick,  
brother Jenson and sister Eva. 
They’ve always kept me level-
headed, reminding me that the 
opportunities I have are a bless-
ing and that I can’t take them for 
granted,” Jett said.

On the coaching front, he cred-
ited Mike McHugh as the biggest 
influence on his career.

“Mike has been training me 
since I was around 10 years 

old, sometimes multiple times a 
week. His knowledge of the game 
has helped shape me into the 
player I am today,” he said.

Jett has no plans to slow 
down, continuing to pursue 
higher levels of competition. He 
will suit up for Keilor Thunder 
in the Youth League and possibly 
the NBL1.

“I’m hoping to just continue 
being the best version of myself, 
and wherever that takes me, I’ll 
be happy with that.”

Jett also gives back to the local 
basketball community. He is cur-
rently an assistant coach for the 
Wonthaggi Coasters under-16 
boys alongside coach Lincoln 
Morris and trains several young 
players individually.

“I always try to give back to a 
community that has given so 
much to me.”

When asked if he had any 
advice for young local basket-
ballers, Jett offered these words 
of encouragement:

“If you truly want to do some-
thing, you can do it—you just 
have to put your mind to it. But 
if you want to be great at some-
thing, you will have to make 
sacrifices along the way. Keep 
a good circle of people around 
you, people who have your best 
interests at heart—ones who will 
be honest with you and tell you 
the truth, even when you don’t 
want to hear it.”

Outside of basketball, Jett en-
joys spending quality time with 
family and heading to the beach 
to relax and clear his mind. 

Jett-Setting from Wonthaggi 
to National Championship

Under 20 Victoria Navy Basketball Team

Wonthaggi’s Jett Garnham and Phillip Island’s Joel Robinson 
recently competed with Victoria’s winning team at the National 
Championship.
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Gippsland based cricket clubs 
are being encouraged to get their 
applications in to the Austra-
lian Cricket Infrastructure Fund 
(ACIF) to help improve local facili-
ties and promote inclusion.

The Nationals Member for 
Gippsland South, Danny O’Brien 
said the ACIF, which is jointly 
funded by Cricket Australia and 
Cricket Victoria, is a wonderful 
opportunity for local clubs to se-
cure funds for their much-needed 
infrastructure projects.

“The ACIF provided funding to 
over 60 projects in the 2023-24 
season including four clubs right 
here in Gippsland.

“The Longford, Koonwarra Le-
ongatha RSL, Toongabbie and the 
Leongatha Town Cricket Clubs 
have all benefitted greatly from 
the last round of funding and I am 
encouraging any other local clubs 
with an unfunded wishlist to get 
their applications in.

Mr O’Brien highlighted that the 
ACIF is open to all clubs, associa-
tions, schools, local government 
and cricket facility managers.

“Gippsland is a proud sporting 
community and its important that 
we have the facilities to support 
the community’s passion.

“I am more than happy to pro-
vide a letter of support for any 
clubs looking to make an applica-
tion.”

Applications are open now and 
close on Sunday 23 March 2025.

Further information on the ACIF 
including guidelines can also be 
found at: https://www.cricketvicto-
ria.com.au/clubs-support/grants/

U15
Leongatha and District Crick-

et Association (LDCA) 78 de-
feated by Sale Maffra 5/82

Jobe Williams 22
Archie Moore 21
Cooper Newman 2/17
The U15 team unfortunately 

suffered a loss to Sale Maffra in 
the Gippsland Cricket League 
(GCL) final.

Some wet weather making the 
Leongatha turf unplayable saw 
the game moved to East Cam-
pus on synthetic. 

Sale Maffra won the toss and 
made a brave call, sending the 
LDCA in to bat. 

Its decision paid immediate 
dividends, ripping through the 
top order to have the LDCA 
reeling at 5/32 before Archie 
Moore and Jobe Williams bat-
ted very well to put on 37.

However, another collapse saw 
the LDCA bowled out for 78.

Needing early wickets to put 
Sale Maffra under pressure, Ar-
chie Luke delivered the goods, 
dismissing danger man Mon-
crieff, another edge off Jobe 
Williams was caught sharply by 
Tex Dyson in the slips.

 At this point, Sale Maffra cap-
tain Xavier Hurley steadied the 

ship with a well-made 43. 
Two quick wickets for Cooper 

Newman with the score on 53 
gave the LDCA a lift but con-
gratulations to Sale Maffra who 
were too good on the day and 
completed the victory. 

The LDCA boys had a great 
series and unfortunately had an 
off day. 

Thanks to coach Dave New-
man and manager Brett Debo-
no for guiding the boys for the 
past two seasons – no doubt 
they have all learnt plenty from 
you. 

Big thanks to Imperials 
Cricket Club for hosting the 
game at very short notice, Ner-
rena Cricket Club for providing 
the lunches, the families for 
their support and assistance, 
and Wonthaggi Toyota for its 
continued support of the U15 
team.

U18 
LDCA 6/222 defeated Latrobe 

Valley 143 all out 
Harry West 58, Tadgh Gannon 

48, Aydan Williams  46no, Riley 
Harris 29

Aydan Williams 3/21, Isaac 
Bolge 2/23, Ethan Smith 2/39

The U18 team travelled to  
Traralgon South for the U18 

GCL final.
Unfortunately, a random wet 

spot on the pitch meant the 
pitch was unplayable.

 After much discussion, com-
mon sense prevailed, and the 
game was transferred to a syn-
thetic pitch at Maryvale. 

With the lost time, the game 
was shortened to 45 overs 
each and after winning the toss 
Latrobe Valley (LV) surprisingly 
sent the LDCA in to bat. 

Tadgh Gannon and Harry 
West got off to a great start bat-
ting brilliantly to put on 117 for 
the opening partnership. 

Riley Harris was also in good 
touch before Aydan Williams 
finished off the innings with a 
hard-hitting knock, clearing the 
boundary four times to see the 
LDCA post a very good score. 

LV got off to a bright start in 
the chase before a brief shower 
of rain saw 10 overs lost and 
the Duckworth Lewis System 
come into play.

 LV’s new total of 189 off 35 
overs – still looking a very getta-
ble total whilst Jaxon Murdoch 
was at the crease. 

Ethan Smith then turned 
the game on its head with two 
quick wickets one being the 

prized scalp of Murdoch. 
Aydan Williams – player of the 

match – then bowled a great 
spell through the middle overs 
taking wickets and keeping the 
run rate down. 

The continued loss of wick-
ets saw the pressure build up 
and the return to the attack of 
Isaac Bolge saw him claim the 
last two wickets and secure the 
victory. 

A great display by the whole 
team to back up their victory 
in the Cameron White T20 Cup 
last week. 

Congratulations to a great 
group of lads, whose commit-
ment and passion for rep crick-
et is unquestionable.

 Team manager Brian Gannon 
has done a great job getting the 
boys together and playing great 
cricket.

 Co-captains Tadgh Gannon 
and Aydan Williams have shown 
great leadership on and off the 
field and will be great assets to 
their clubs and the LDCA for 
years to come. 

Thanks to all the families for 
their assistance and great sup-
port for the lads and Evans Pe-
troleum for its support of the 
U18 team.

THE Goannas Over-50 team 
was to play a semi-final match 
at Sale Oval on Sunday, but 
due to the amount of rain that 
fell in Sale on Saturday and 
Sunday, the match was post-
poned, and hopefully will take 
place next Sunday.

The Gippsland Goannas 
Over-60 cricketers welcomed 
their Richmond Union (RU) 
Cricket Club counterparts to 
a cool and blustery Andrews 
Park in Churchill on Sunday.

There had been a little rain, 
and the weather was cool with 
a strong easterly breeze.

On winning the toss, the RU 
captain asked the Goannas to 
bat, and Chris de Vent and Ray 
Floyd opened the innings.  

De Vent was first to go, 
bowled for four in the third 
over.  

Col Carmody came in and 
was well caught at mid-off in 
the fifth over when the score 
was 2/20.  

Captain Rino joined Smith, 
who shortly after retired on 17 
from his 30 balls.  

Ian Southall was then 

stumped without bothering 
the scorers.  

Mark Brown joined Rino, 
who soon retired for 12, and 
Ray Floyd joined Col and 
Southy in the duck parade.  

The score was 4/51 after 17 
overs, and 59 at the 20 over 
drinks break, with Neil Mer-
edith and Brown at the crease.

Brown retired for 18, Jim 
Armstrong made a quick three 
before running himself out, 
Peter Anton joined Mero and 
these two both retired for 16 
and 18 respectively.  

Gordon Cowling hit out for 
31 from 30 balls, Andy Slevin 
was two no, Barrie Nunn was 
bowled for one and Ray Smith 
returned to the crease.  

He was stumped for 19 on 
the last ball of the innings, 
with the Goannas finally mak-
ing 136 runs from their 45 
overs.

Cowling and Southall opened 
the bowling for the Goannas 
and bowled steadily.  

Southy had the opening bat 
lbw in the fourth over and 
Cowling bowled the number 

three bat in his sixth over.  
The score was then 2/36 af-

ter 12 overs.  
Metlikovec came on and GC 

bowled his eight overs straight 
through, to finish with eight 
overs, 1/12.  

Rino induced a false shot, 
and Meredith took a good 
catch at mid-off, for the score 
to be 3/61 at the drinks break.  

Anton bowled four overs af-
ter Cowling, and was replaced 
by Meredith, who bowled the 
final eight overs from the 
southern end.  

Armstrong bowled two, and 
Nunn three overs at the north-
ern end, as Mero struck twice 
in his third over and again in 
his fourth.  

The score 6/100 at the 32 
over mark, and RU Vets need-
ed 37 runs from eight overs.  

Anton then came on from 
the northern end, as batsmen 
started to recycle.  

The RU captain was hitting 
and running, and Goanna An-
drew Smith, filling in for the 
opposition, supported him 
well.  Anton removed them 

both and the score was 136 
when the ninth wicket fell, 
with one ball remaining in the 
game.  

Shane Way had returned, af-
ter retiring earlier, and opening 
batsman Jeff Jones was also at 
the crease.  

A single was scrambled from 
the last ball for Richmond 
Union to win a very close game.

 The difference in the teams 
came down to RU only allowing 
the Goannas 12 extras, while 
the Goannas gave RU 27 extras 
in their innings. 

 Anton had bowled eight overs 
for the figures of 2/27 and Mer-
edith took 3/22 from his eight 
overs.  

Southall took 1/19 from five 
overs, and Metlikovec 1/18 
from six.  

Ray Floyd effected a good run 
out, while Cowling also took a 
catch for Mero.

The Goannas Over 60’s have 
an away game against Warran-
dyte next Sunday, while the 
Over 70 team will play on Tues-
day week at Sale Oval, against 
the West Gippsland Wombats.

THE South Gippy Over 60’s 
Kookas road tripped it to the 
wonderful Mount Evelyn Reserve 
to take on the Ringwood Moun-
tain Rats last Sunday. 

Mr. Cricket Adams won the toss 
and Mr. Victoria Peter Miller and 
Peter Pulveriser Petrou strode to 
the crease. 

Unusually, the Kookas were 
soon in more trouble than Don 
Trump’s hairstylist, slumping to 
a disastrous 5/22. 

While the carnage unfolded, Pe-
trou scored a courageous 23. 

Time to regroup – enter Joey, 
the Beard Burke with a blunt 
26 and the Master Blaster Pieter 
Loos 17 to steady the ship. 

With more work to do, Keith 
Pablo Houghton 17, Ol Grayza 
Wighty 28no and wonderful Warr-
wick Hayes 38no anchored the in-
nings. 

The Kookas amassed a respect-
able 9/179. 

After a sumptuous lunch, the 
Mountain Rats came out and pro-
ceeded to chew at the Kooka at-
tack. 

All bowlers tried their best but 
sometimes the opposition is too 
good. 

Best of the trundlers were Joey 
Burke 1/16, Mike Professor New-
ton 1/26 and Keith Richards 
Houghton 1/31. 

The club wishes Peter Miller 
and Brendon Thomas all the best 
for the upcoming State Champi-
onships in the Barossa. 

Man of the match was Warwick 
Hayes for his fine batting and 
keeping. 

  |  SPORTCRICKET

Chance for  
local cricket 

clubs to cash in

Leongatha and District Cricket Association’s U18s team was victorious against Latrobe Valley in the GCL final. 

U18s secure GCL premiership

Goannas defeated by Richmond Union in a thriller 

Kookas 
outplayed by 

Ringwood
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Club 8/252 d Town 79
Club  – 1st INNINGS: W Speed 4,  
C Fraser 27, J Caddy 30,  
T Dudas-Jacobs 105, J Licis 22,  
M Chisholm 22, L McRae 3, A Babu 16*,  
C Prosser 10, S Liddle 0*
Bowling: T Strybosch 2/51, PJ Kallookkaran 
1/40, M Hogarth 1/30 M Carter 1/34,  
S Vs 0/9, A Aeschlimann (c) 0/26,  
J Aeschlimann 0/19, J Cashin 1/20,  
H Aeschlimann 1/16, T Cashin 1/3
Town – 1st INNINGS: T Cashin 21,  
A Aeschlimann 4, M Carter 8,  
T Strybosch 19, S Vs 1, R Edward’s 0,  
PJ Kallookkaran 18, J Aeschlimann 1,  
M Hogarth 6, J Cashin 0, H Aeschlimann 0*
Bowling: L McRae 1/13, C Fraser 1/20,  
J Licis 2/22, S Liddle (c) 4/18 A Babu 0/5,  
J Shannon 0/2

Korumburra 5/208 d K-Bass 5/117
Korumburra – 1st INNINGS:  
S Harland 125*, J Wrigley 4, D Scott  
3, R Gallagher 7, Fill-in 28, T Sorrell 18,  
T Morrison 6*
Bowling: S Tapscott 2/23, H Bettles 1/23,  
E Magnussen 1/34, A Joseph 1/31,  
C Henderson 0/23, N Miller 0/52,  
M Gold 0/12
Kilcunda-Bass – 1st INNINGS:  
J Huckett 43, Fill-in 26, J Reilly 0,  
C Henderson 29, C Bettles 4, H Bettles 1,  
L Magnussen 2*, M Gold 0,  
E Magnussen 0*
Bowling: B Riddell 0/14, T Sorrell 0/25,  
D Scott 0/11, S Harland 0/26,  
M Foote 0/17, J Wrigley 0/12,  
H Jefferis 2/5, L Gallagher 2/3

Nerrena 7/210 d OMK 7/200
Neerena – 1st INNINGS: B Trotman 7,  
B Gannon 30, G Murphy 0, E Berryman 15, 
C Baudinette 21, W Cocksedge 85*,  
B Stein 38, J Brown 0
Bowling: R White 1/18, O Fitzpatrick 1/16, 
A Halliwell 1/45, L Maskell 1/27,  
R Quaife 1/52, J Myors 2/46
OMK – 1st INNINGS: R White 53,  
R Quaife 85, O Fitzpatrick 21, P Harper 0,  
C Hart 23*, J Myors 7*
Bowling: B Salmon 1/37, C Baudinette 
1/46, G Murphy 0/34, C Marinou 0/15,  
E Berryman 2/32, N Tucker 0/30

Phillip Island – BYE

C Grade

C Grade

DIVISION 1

DIVISION 2

OMK 3/235 d MDU 4/233
OMK  – 1ST INNINGS: T Eustace 128,  
R Wyatt 22, D Elford 35, M Whiteside 5*, 
A Perry 1*
Bowling: K Brown 0/24, L Webb 0/37,  
G Casey 0/12, D Thomas 0/12, C Hoober 
0/34, G Cocksedge 2/24, S Riley 1/44,  
G Webster 0/21, G Batten 0/22
OMK – 1ST INNINGS: G Webster 5,  
T Bright 0, D Thomas 93*, C Hoober 94,  
G Cocksedge 6, S Riley 0*
Bowling: M Whiteside 2/41, J Battersby 
1/46, R Eustace 0/31, P Jobling 0/27, D 
Elford 0/38, R Wyatt 0/16, T Eustace 0/26

Inverloch 5/258 d Nyora 161
Inverloch  – 1st INNINGS: D Harris 57,  
W Stewart (c) 45, Private Player 84,  
M Asbury 31* Fill-in 15, J Foote 0,  
N McMillan 4. 
Bowling: K Maclure 0/10, W Dixon 0/34, 
J Waixel 2/26, G Alsem 2/67, T Cavenagh 
0/73, K Linford 0/26, J MacDonald 0/6
Nyora – 1st INNINGS: G Alsem 9,  
K Maclure 7, J Waixel 1, C Chandler 15,  
K Linford 41, A Minford 6, T Cavanagh 9,  
W Dixon 21, T White 27, K Wurzbacher 3,  
J MacDonald 0*
Bowling: C Butler 2/37, Fill-in 1/38,  
I Richardson 2/23, A Parker 2/17,  
H Williams 1/18, W Stewart (c) 1/17

P-Island 6/176 d Glen Alvie 7/153
Phillip Island  – 1st INNINGS: P Francis 10, 
J Manning 3, O Hodson 72*, S Carville 26, 
S Di Falco 2, S Sirirathnage 28,  
M Cleary 12, J Parry 4*
Bowling: W Simmons 1/24, J Hynes 1/13, 
 T Bolding 0/19, L Scholz 2/17, W Bridle 
0/10, C Stewart 0/27, C Anderson 2/47,  
J Cuttriss 0/11
Glen Alvie – 1st INNINGS: D McGuirk 6,  
O Luff 27, I Thorn 75* L Scholz 3,  
W Simmons 3, J Cuttriss 10, K Andersen 9, 
W Bridle 1, T Bolding 2*
Bowling: J Kleverkamp 2/23, S McMillan 
0/41, P Francis 0/31, M Cleary (c) 3/17,  
S Sirirathnage 1/16, O Hobson 0/13

Koonwarra Leongatha RSL – BYE

C Grade, Division 1

WITH Trae Dudas-Jacobs re-
cording 105 runs and captain 
Sam Liddle claiming four wick-
ets, Wonthaggi Club stood trium-
phant over Leongatha Town.

Playing at Wonthaggi’s McMa-
hon Reserve, Club won the toss 
and went into bat.

Vice-captain Will Speed and 
Chris Fraser opened the batting.

Travis Strybosch’s bowling 
form saw Speed caught out for 
four runs by Sakthy Vs.

Jed Caddy joined Fraser at the 
crease. Fraser’s wicket was next 
to go, falling to Max Carter for 27 
runs. Fraser’s exit allowed Du-
das-Jacobs to step up and make 
105 runs alongside Caddy, who 
made 30 runs.

Dudas-Jacobs was eventually 
stopped by a catch from Ray 
Edwards off the bowling of Jack 
Cashin.

Justin Licis and Matrix Ch-
isholm contributed 22 runs 
each.

Strysbosch took the most 
wickets for Leongatha Town, 
claiming 2/51.

The rest of the wicket taking 
was shared between six bowlers.

Wonthaggi Club was set to de-
fend 8/252, which it would do 
successfully.

Tim Cashin started Town’s in-
nings well with 21 runs before 
Liddle claimed his wicket.

This turned out to be Town’s 
top score, with Strybosch adding 
19 runs and 18 runs to Poly Jo-
seph Kallookkaran.

Liddle took 4/18, and Licis and 
Jatin Shannon took two wickets 
each.

Town was bowled out with a 
score of 10/79.

Harland’s ton  
inspires Cobras

Shayne Harland’s impressive 
125-run haul saw Korumburra 
rewarded with a win over Kilcun-
da-Bass.

The Cobras launched their 
winning way at the Poowong Rec-
reation Reserve by winning the 
toss.

Harland opened the batting for 
Korumburra and was there to 
stay, as he was not out at the end 
of the innings.

Three wickets fell to Shaun 
Tapscott and Hunter Bettles be-
fore Iain Riddell made it to the 
crease.

Riddell added 28 runs be-
fore he was bowled out by Ash 
Joseph, and Thomas Sorrell 
contributed 18 runs before his 
wicket was claimed by Edward 
Magnussen.

Tapscott was Kilcunda-Bass’ 
top bowler, claiming 2/23.

Korumburra finished its 35 
overs with 5/208.

Kilcunda-Bass made a strong 
start to the innings with its open-
ing batsman Joel Huckett mak-
ing 43 runs.

Batting fourth in the order, 
Chris Henderson contributed to 
the score with another 29 runs.

However, Korumburra bowlers 
Hudson Jefferis and Lukas Gal-
lagher slowed run opportunities 
for Kilcunda-Bass, taking two 
wickets each.

Kilcunda-Bass played out its 
allotted overs but couldn’t com-
pete with Korumburra’s score, 
finishing the day with 5/117.

Red Caps win a close one
Although OMK played competi-

tively, Nerrena managed to hold 

on to the victory.
Playing at Digger Park, Nerrena 

went into bat first.
Captain Brian Gannon opened 

well to put 30 runs on the board.
Cameron Baudinette add-

ed 21 runs, but it was Wayne 
Cocksedge and Ben Stein who 
brought it home when they fin-
ished off the innings.

Stein made 38 runs before he 
was bowled by captain Jordan 
Myors and Cocksedge made 85 
not out.

Myors had OMK’s best bowling 
figures with 2/46, with the rest 
of the wicket taking shared be-
tween five bowlers.

Nerrena finished its 35 overs 
with 7/210.

OMK was red hot early with 
opening batsmen Russ White 
and Robert Quaife making 53 
and 85 runs respectively.

Number three bat Owen Fitz-
patrick added 21 runs and num-
ber five bat Craig Hart made 23 
not out.

However, OMK fell agonisingly 
short by coming to the end of its 
allotted overs with 4/200.

Nerrena bowler Eamon Berry-
man had the best bowling figures 
with 2/32.

Brendan Salmon and Baudi-
nette claimed one each.

Phillip Island had the bye.

C Grade, Division 2

OMK seize the win 
A HIGHLY competitive game 

was played out between MDU 
and OMK, with OMK just 
holding on to a win at the 
Dumbalk Recreation Reserve.

MDU won the toss and sent 
OMK in to bat first.

This worked in OMK’s  

favour, as opening batsman 
Tom Eustace was in fine form.

Eustace made 128 runs be-
fore he was dismissed by Ste-
phen Riley.

He opened with Ryan Wy-
att, who made 22 runs, and 
Danny Elford contributed 35 
runs.

Glen Cocksedge was MDU’s 
best bowler, taking 2/24.

OMK played out its allotted 
overs and recorded a score of 
3/235.

MDU stepped up to bat but 
suffered a slow start as it lost 
opening batsmen Gary Web-
ster and Tim Bright for five 
runs and a duck respectively.

However, the partnership of 
Dale Thomas and Craig Hoo-
ber had OMK very nervous.

Thomas made 93 not out 
and Hoober made 94 runs be-
fore he was stumped by Matt 
Whiteside off the bowling of 
Michael Whiteside.

Michael Whiteside and 
Jayden Battersby were OMK’s 
wicket takers.

In a thrilling finish, MDU just 
fell short of its target with a 
score of 4/233.

Inverloch score freely
A strong innings resulted in 

a win to Inverloch over Nyora.
Nyora won the toss and chose 

to bowl first at the Inverloch 
Recreation Reserve.

Opening batsmen David Har-
ris and captain Warren Stew-
art had the Stingrays looking 
healthy early.

Stewart made 45 runs before 
he was bowled by Gareth Al-
sem.

Lucas McMillan was next up 
to the crease, and he went on 
to top score with 84 runs be-

fore he retired not out.
Harris made 57 runs before 

Alsem also claimed his wicket.
Michael Asbury contributed 

31 not out.
Alsem’s bowling figures were 

2/67 and Jaylen Waixel took 
2/26.

Inverloch was set to defend 
5/258.

Nyora had a shaky start to 
the innings, but Keith Linford 
put his team back on track.

Batting fifth in the order, Lin-
ford made the top score of 41 
runs before he was caught by 
Stewart off the bowling of Isaac 
Richardson.

Tailenders William Dixon 
and Travis White added 21 and 
27 runs respectively.

Inverloch bowlers Cameron 
Butler, Richardson and Aedan 
Parker claimed two wickets 
each.

Nyora conceded defeat with a 
score of 10/161.

Visiting Sharks too strong
Glen Alvie fell short of its 

goal against Phillip Island on 
Saturday.

Hosting Phillip Island, Glen 
Alvie won the toss and chose to 
bowl first.

Glen Alvie bowlers Jarvis 
Hynes and William Simmons 
were quick to dismiss Phil-
lip Island’s opening partner-
ship of Peter Francis and John 
Manning.

The score was 1/16 when 
Manning was bowled for three, 
which sent in Oliver Hodson.

Hodson led the charge to vic-
tory with 72 not out.

Shane Carville and Sachin 
Sirirathnage added 26 and 28 
runs respectively.

Glen Alvie’s top bowlers were 
Luke Scholz and Charlie An-
dersen with two wickets each.

Phillip Island reached 6/176.
Glen Alvie looked to be play-

ing a similar game when Owen 
Luff and captain Ian Thorn 
made 27 and 75 runs respec-
tively.

Luff was caught by Sebastian 
Di Falco off the bowling of Jai 
Kleverkamp and Thorn was 
not out.

However, the run rate slowed 
as Phillip Island captain Mi-
chael Clearly claimed 3/17.

Glen Alvie pulled up short 
with a score of 7/153.

Koonwarra/LRSL  
had the bye. 

High scoring Club trample Town in convincing style

Wonthaggi Club’s Jed Caddy showed an array of attacking strokes against Leongatha Town at 
McMahon Reserve. B39_0625

Inverloch Stingrays Lucas McMillan retires 84no in C Grade 
against Nyora at the Inverloch Recreation Reserve. B46_0625
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OMK 190 v Inverloch
OMK – 1st INNINGS: M Sawyers 12, K Kerr 25,  
M Andrew 11, A Trotto 2, T Nicholas 2,  
D McMeekin 31, D Jeffries 28, A Busana 0,  
B Maguire 9, N Wylie 31*, L Walker 27
Bowling: I Sueren 3/54, J Richardson 0/45,  
D Cashin 2/16, C O’Flynn 3/31, W Taberner 0/9,  
W Rankin 2/30

MDU 216 v Phillip Island 1/30
MDU – 1st INNINGS: T Zukovskis 15,  
T Sinclair 54, M Olden 47, J Bright 0, S Mcrae 4,  
D Zuidema 0, C McCaughan 32, K Sinclair 27,  
A Dyke 5, A Richardson 0, J Palmer 4*
Bowling: J Williams 3/33, H Arceo 1/38,  
H Wormersley 1/29, T Senanayaka 0/14,  
J Tran 3/34, L Ferrari 0/27, T Hornsby 2/37
Phillip Island – 1st INNINGS: H Womersley 5*,  
T Hornsby 12, T Blackwell 3*
Bowling: A Richardson 0/12, J Palmer 1/13,  
J Bright (c) 0/5, S McRae 0/0

Nerrena 2/136 v Korumburra
Nerrena - 1st INNINGS: D Symmons 75*,  
K Berryman 5, J Kelly 16, J Renden 24*
Bowling: J Douglas 0/10, J Jorgensen 0/20,  
L Dole 2/52, S Dole 0/20, O Maskell 0/29

Club - BYE

Kilcunda-Bass 134 v Nyora 1/23
Kilcunda-Bass – 1st INNINGS: B Joseph 14,  
G Miller 0, A McBride 3, D Ferguson 30,  
J Dickson 50, B Rookes 7, J Matser 3,  
R Gardiner 4, A Leighton 0, A Bedford 0,  
J Papworth 2*
Bowling: R Whie 1/26, S Henry 1/7, L Brock 0/13, 
M Lynch 4/31, T Perkins 0/17, D Blackney 2/32,  
T Bernaldo 2/2 
Nyora – 1st INNINGS: C Knox 19*, J Knox 4,  
D Esler 0*
Bowling: B Rookes 1/8, A Bedford 0/15,  
A Leighton 0/0

Town 6/98 v Imperials 132
Imperials – 1st INNINGS: K Gray 13,  
G Sauvarin 7, S Vagg 20, A Meyer 1, J Forrester 9,  
L Anderson 17, D Ginnane 22, C Rickard 14,  
C Bruce 4, N McLennan 8, J Jeffery 0*
Bowling: L Gill 1/21, T McRae 4/42, L Hickey 0/22, 
P Jayasinghe (c) 2/10, R Gilliatte 1/8,  
E Smith 1/15
Town – 1st INNINGS: T McRae 36, L Hickey 2,  
L Bowman 7, P Jayasinghe 5, C Bruce 27,  
R Gilliatte 4, D Goss 9*, L Gill 0*
Bowling: L Anderson 3/34, C Bruce 1/26,  
J Jeffery 2/28, N McLennan 0/8

Koonwarra L/RSL 4/39 v Foster 143
Foster  – 1st INNINGS: J Gay 3, J Pilkington 35,  
C Ford 6, B Davy 4, Fill-in 2, D Caldwell 39*,  
B Busuttil 10, B Gay 12, Fill-in 3, N Samat 2,  
B Cripps 2
Bowling: C Riseley 3/37, G Boxall 2/28,  
N Arnup 1/16, S Chadwick 3/18, B Thomas 1/23, 
I Darshana 0/9
Koonwarra L/RSL – 1ST INNINGS: G Boxall 9,  
A Boxall 4, B Anderson 1, N Arnup 6*,  
A Drury (vc) 0, N Grimes 10*
Bowling: J Gay 0/13, Fill-in 0/10, C Ford 4/13

Glen Avie – BYE

B Grade

B Grade

DIVISION 1

DIVISION 2
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B Grade, Division  1

WITH a decent innings un-
der its belt, MDU will be look-
ing to dig deep next weekend 
to secure a win against Phillip 
Island. 

Phillip Island ventured out 
to the Meeniyan Recreation 
Reserve, where the home team 
won the toss and chose to bat.

Heath Womersley claimed 
Tyrone Zukovskis’ wicket for 
15 runs, but the partnership 
of Troy Sinclair and Mike 
Olden combined well to put 
54 and 47 runs on the board 
respectively.

Callum McCaughan and 
Kurt Sinclair later added 32 
and 27 runs.

The bowling honours were 
shared between Jobe Williams 
and Justin Tran.

Williams took 3/33, putting 
pressure on the top and mid-
dle order, and Tran claimed 
3/34, taking out the tailenders.

Tony Hornsby also per-
formed well, claiming two 
wickets.

After playing 58 overs, MDU 
was bowled out 10/216.

Phillip Island opened its ac-
count, with Hornsby making 
12 runs before he was dis-
missed by Jake Palmer.

Womersley and Thomas 
Blackwell had made five and 
three runs respectively and 
will continue Phillip Island’s 
campaign on Saturday.

Phillip Island is currently sit-
ting on 1/30.

OMK sets a target
OMK and Inverloch went 

head-to-head at Inverloch’s 
Thompson Reserve.

Inverloch won the toss and 
asked OMK to bat first.

Captain Kris Kerr got the ball 
rolling for OMK with 25 runs, 
but Inverloch bowlers Cal-
lan O’Flynn and Dean Cashin 
were in decent form and swiftly 
wiped out the top order.

Middle order batsmen Dylan 
McMeekin and David Jeffries 
steered OMK back in the right 
direction with 31 and 28 runs 
respectively, but both were dis-
missed by Isaac Seuren.

Tailenders Nick Wylie and 
Luke Walker gave an exciting 
last-ditch effort, putting 31 and 
27 runs on the board. 

Walker was caught by John 
Richardson off the bowling of 
Will Rankin and Wylie was not 
out.

The resulting score was 
10/190. 

Inverloch’s top bowlers for 
the day were Seuren and 
O’Flynn, claiming 3/54 and 
3/31.

Inverloch will be given its op-
portunity to respond this Sat-
urday.

Hit by the weather
The game between Nerrena 

and Korumburra was washed 
out after 31 overs.

Taking place at the Korum-
burra Recreation Reserve, the 
Red Caps won the toss and 
chose to bat first.

Captain Damien Symmons 
opened the innings and was 
unmovable, making 75 not 
out.

Kade Berryman was caught 
by Philip Richards off the 
bowling of Liam Dole for five 
runs.

Dole also picked off James 
Kelly for 16 runs.

Joel Renden made 24 not 
out before the inclement 
weather set in.

Nerrena will finish its re-
maining 39 overs on Saturday 
before pulling out all the stops 
to bowl out Korumburra to 
avoid a draw. 

Wonthaggi Club had the 
round 12 bye. 

B Grade, Division 2

Town put the pressure  
on the Imperials 

THE Imperials are feeling the 
challenge to hold back ladder 
leader Leongatha Town.

Playing at Scorpion Park, 
Town decided to bowl first af-
ter winning the toss.

Batting third in the order, 
Imperials captain Sam Vagg 
put 20 runs on the scoreboard 
before he was bowled by Trent 
McRae.

Unfortunately, the run rate 
continued to be slow with only 
Damon Ginnane managing to 
salvage the innings with the top 
score of 22 runs.

McRae was in decent form, 
claiming four Imperial wickets.

Two more wickets were tak-
en by captain Pandukabhaya 
Jayasinghe.

By the 38th over, the Imperi-
als were bowled out 10/132.

Town faced 32 overs of its in-
nings. 

McRae continued to domi-
nate with 36 runs to open the 
account. 

He was caught out by Andrew 

Meyer off the bowling of Lucas 
Anderson.

Colin Bruce later added 27 
runs, but the Imperials bowl-
ers were determined to defend 
their score.

Anderson claimed 3/34, and 
two wickets were taken by 
James Jeffery.

Town will continue its in-
nings on Saturday, currently 
sitting on 6/98.

Nyora tighten the screws
Kilcunda-Bass also has its 

work cut out for it against 
Nyora.

A slow start for the embat-
tled Kilcunda-Bass side turned 
around when Daniel Ferguson 
and Joel Dickson stepped up 
to the crease.

Ferguson accumulated 30 
runs and Dickson top scored 
with 50 runs, before both bats-
men had their wickets claimed 
by Daniel Blackney.

For Kilcunda-Bass, Ferguson 
and Dickson’s reign was the 
highlight, with a slew of ducks 
and quick dismissals to fol-
low.

Michael Lynch was the 
standout bowler for Nyora, 
taking 4/31.

Tully Bernaldo claimed two 
wickets, along with Blackney.

Kilcunda-Bass was bowled 
out 10/134.

Nyora launched its innings 
with Colin Knox making 19 
not out.

Jordan Knox made four runs 
before a catch from Ray Gar-
diner saw his wicket claimed 
by Ben Rookes.

Colin Knox will be joined 
by Daniel Esler at the crease 
when Nyora continues its run 
on Saturday.

Nyora had made 1/23 at 
stumps.

Foster fight back late
After losing top spot on the 

ladder following round 11’s 
defeat, Koonwarra/LRSL came 
in hot on Saturday.

Bowlers Campbell Rise-
ley and Spencer Chadwick 
worked hard to keep Foster’s 
run rate to a minimum, taking 
three wickets each.

Foster’s opening batsman 
Jake Pilkington made a strong 
start with 35 runs before he 
was dismissed by Chadwick 
and the top score came from 
Donald Caldwell with 39 not 
out.

Foster ended its innings 
bowled out 10/143.

However, Foster was far from 
down and out.

Foster bowler Chris Ford re-
sponded to Koonwarra/LRSL’s 
challenge by taking 4/13.

Ford ran through Koonwar-
ra/LRSL’s top order, including 
the dismissal of vice-captain 
Adam Drury for a golden duck.

Glenn Boxall opened the in-
nings with nine runs and Nigel 
Grimes had made 10 not out 
at stumps.

Grimes and Nick Arnup will 
be at the crease when play 
resumes on Saturday, with 
Koonwarra/LRSL set to work 
hard from its score of 4/39.

Glen Alvie had the bye. 

MDU eyes the win even as the Sharks circle

Kilcunda-Bass batsman in B Grade Division 2 Daniel Ferguson hung around to get 30 runs 
off 111 deliveries but ultimately top-edged this shot to Nyora fieldsman Tully Bernaldo off 
Daniel Blackney.

Michael Lynch was Nyora’s go-to 
bowler in the match against Kilcunda-
Bass in B Grade Division 2 at Bass on 
Saturday taking 4/31 off 16 overs.
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Team	 Points� %

  C GRADE, Division 1
OMK	 72� 1.922
Nerrena	 66� 1.603
Club	 66� 1.434
Korumburra	 66� 1.432
Kilcunda-Bass	 30� 0.852
Phillip Island	 18� 0.583
Town	 6� 0.220

Team	 Points� %

  C GRADE, Division 2
Inverloch	 78� 2.028
Phillip Island	 66� 2.418
MDU	 54� 1.063
Glen Alvie	 36� 0.766
OMK	 30� 0.713
Koonwarra L/RSL	 30� 0.600
Nyora	 30� 0.503

LADDERS RD 9

NEXT WEEKEND’s GAMES
& UMPIRE APPOINTMENTS

ROUND 12 (DAY 2) - SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15

  A GRADE, Division 1

P-Island v Koon L/RSL 	 Cowes	 Glenn Plymin
OMK v Club 		  Outtrim 	 Brad Phillips
Imperials v Town 		 East Campus 	 Warren Williams
Nerrena v Korumburra 	Leongatha Turf 	 Ashleigh Stride

  A Grade, Division 2

Glen Alvie v MDU 	 Wonthaggi Turf 	 Michael Thomas
Nyora v Kilcunda-Bass 	 Nyora 	 Graham Wightman
Foster v Inverloch 	 Foster GC 	 Shane Moore

  B GRADE, Division 1

Inverloch v OMK 		  Inverloch Turf	 Les White
MDU v Phillip Island 	 Meeniyan 	 Ian Salmon
Korumburra v Nerrena 	Korumburra 	 Steve Williamson
Club - BYE

  B GRADE, Division 2

Kilcunda-Bass v Nyora 	 Bass 1 	 Neil Grabham
Town v Imperials 		 Scorpion Park 1 	 Geoffrey Parkinson
Koon L/RSL v Foster 	 Koonwarra 	 Tyson Tootel
Glen Alvie - BYE

C GRADE, Division 1

Nerrena v Korumburra 	Nerrena	 TBA
Kilcunda-Bass v Club 	 Bass 2	 TBA
Town v Phillip Island	 Scorpion Park 2 	 Ian Salmon
OMK - BYE

C GRADE, Division 2

P-Island v Inverloch 	 Rhyll	 TBA
MDU v Nyora 		  Dumbalk	 TBA
OMK v Koon L/RSL 	 Digger Park	 TBA
Glen Alvie - BYE

Inverloch v P-Island	 Inverloch	 TBA
			   TBA
Town v Koon L/RSL 	 Scorpion 1	 Ashleigh Stride
			   TBA 

Subject to Confirmation. 
Any prospective umpires can contact   

Doug Pell 0404 301 333 or Ken Scrimshaw 0433 297 421

ROUND 10 - SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15

WOMEN’S SEMI-FINALS
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16 – 10AM START

A Grade, Division 1

KORUMBURRA is under threat with 
ladder leader Nerrena well on the way 
to chasing down its score.

The Cobras’ run rate was slowed 
substantially by Red Caps bowler Josh 
Trease, who took a whopping 8/25.

Nerrena had won the toss and chose 
to bowl first at the Leongatha Recre-
ation Reserve.

Korumburra captain Ben Spicer 
made the top score of 36 runs, with 24 
and 20 runs contributed by Rumesh 
Rangana and Mustafa Nader.

Trease’s impact was felt right 
through the innings, with the other two 
wickets claimed by Timothy Wightman 
and Darcy Berryman.

Korumburra played 62 overs before 
it was bowled out 10/137.

Jack Curtis and Loc Roberts opened 
Nerrena’s innings.

Roberts was caught for five runs by 
Andy Millar off the bowling of Harry 
McNeil.

Tadgh Gannon was sent in, and he 
and Curtis made six and 31 not out.

Nerrena played 13 overs and is sit-
ting on 1/42.

Sharks set challenge for 
Cougars

Phillip Island delivered a handy in-
nings to challenge Koonwarra/LRSL 
on Saturday.

Koonwarra/LRSL travelled out to the 
Cowes Recreation Reserve, where it 
lost the toss and bowled first.

Connor Epifano and Lachlan Clee-
land opened for Phillip Island, with 
Epifano retiring not out for 25 runs.

Brodie Johnston was sent in, and he 
made 17 runs before he was caught 
by Jason Kennedy off the bowling of 
Joshua Thomas.

Johnston’s dismissal saw captain 
Daniel Mock join Cleeland at the 
crease.

They went on to make 78 and 69 
runs respectively.

Koonwarra/LRSL captain James 
Rushton upped the pressure from 
then on, claiming 4/73 and wiping out 
the bottom of Phillip Island’s order.

Three wickets were taken by Thom-
as.

Phillip Island finished its innings 
with a score of 9/252.

Koonwarra/LRSL will try to chase 
down this score this weekend.

Mitch Thomas top scores
Wonthaggi Club is gearing up to de-

fend 9/212 against OMK.
Club won the toss and opted to bat at 

the Outtrim Recreation Reserve.
Mitch Thomas and Alexander Geyer 

opened Club’s account, with Geyer 
making 22 runs and Thomas achiev-
ing Club’s top score of 85 runs.

Thomas’ wicket eventually fell to 
Ryan Williams, who also played a dom-
inant game, claiming 7/63.

Club captain Joel Brann added 26 
runs, and 30 runs were put on the 
board by Stewart Beaumont.

For OMK, Jacob Lamers was the 
only other wicket taker with 2/69.

OMK will have its turn at bat this 
weekend.

Town keep Imps honest
Leongatha Town is tasked with chas-

ing down 10/164 following the Imperi-
als’ innings at Leongatha’s East Cam-
pus on Saturday.

The Imperials had won the toss, al-
lowing them the first go at bat.

The Imperials had a slow start but 
were set back on course by Rowen 
McLennan.

McLennan made 54 runs before he 

was caught by Madura Madusanka off 
Rhett Hume’s bowling.

Nick Eddy and Tim Sauvarin added 
19 and 18 runs respectively to the Im-
perials’ final tally.

Bowling honours were shared be-
tween Town’s Jack Hume and Madu-
sanka with three wickets each.

Multiple wickets were also taken by 
Rhett Hume and Buwaneka Wakishta.

Town will have its opportunity to re-
spond this weekend. 

Trease dismisses eight

Josh Thomas took three top-of-the-order Phillip Island batsmen on 
his way to 3/73 off 17 overs for Koonwarra Leongatha RSL at Cowes on 
Saturday.

Phillip Island A Grade Division 1 openers Lachie Cleeland (pictured) 
69 and Connor Epifano 25 (ret) blunted the Koonwarra Leongatha RSL 
attack to get their team off to a good start at Cowes on Saturday.

Sentinel-Times

www.sgst.com.au

Local cricket 
South Gippsland and Bass Coast

8-10 Koonwarra Rd, Leongatha. 5662 5030
Cnr Carneys Road & Bass Highway, 

Wonthaggi. 5672 2148

LEONGATHA & DISTRICT CRICKET ASSOCIATION

A1: Mitch Thomas (Club) 85 ; Josh Trease (Nerrena) 8/25

A2: Matthew Grayson (K-Bass) 100* ; S Chathura Lakshan (MDU) 5/32

B1: Damien Symmons (Nerrena) 75* ; Callan O’Flynn (Inverloch) 3/31

B2: Joel Dickson (Kilcunda-Bass) 50 ; Chris Ford (Foster) 4/13

C1: Shayne Harland (Korumburra) 125* ; Sam Liddle (Club) 4/18

C2: Tom Eustace (OMK) 128 ; Michael Cleary (Phillip Island) 3/17

SCOREBOARD
In stories folder: Cricket Scoreboard_0625

Local Cricket... 131131 years strongyears strong

Phone: 5662 2930

Leongatha
www.hartleywells.com
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     P-Island 9/252 v Koon L/RSL
Phillip Island – 1st INNINGS
Connor Epifano retired not out �����������25
Lachlan Cleeland  
c: J Kennedy b: J Thomas �����������������������69
Brodie Johnston  
c: J Kennedy b: J Thomas �����������������������17
Daniel Mock c&b: J Rushton�����������������  78
Thomas Niven  
c: H Scrimshaw b: J Thomas������������������  12
Jarrod Black  
c: K Scrimshaw b: J Rushton��������������������  7
Kohen Beaumont  
c: W Cashin b: J Rushton ������������������������10
Kurt Lane c: B Heppell b: J Rushton ����� 7
Timothy Niven not out ��������������������������� 3*
Zac Brown lbw: J Kennedy����������������������  2
George McCausland run out ������������������ 0
Extras (1w, 15nb, 6lb) ������������������������������22
Total 9 / 252 (72.3 Overs)
Bowling: J Thomas 17-1-73-3 (15nb),  
B Smith 3-0-14-0, James Rushton 23-
3-73-4, M Cooke 10-2-31-0, J Kennedy 
15.3-1-38-1, B Heppell 2-0-9-0,  
C Buckland 2-0-8-0 (1w)

Club 9/212 v OMK
Club – 1st INNINGS
Mitch Thomas 
c: K Brann b: R Williams ���������������������������85
Alexander Geyer  
c: N Creed b: R Williams��������������������������  22
Joel Brann c: E Lamers b: J Lamers �����26
Ryan Thomas  
c: N Auddino b: J Lamers�������������������������  9
Jakeb Thomas lbw: R Williams���������������  0
Stewart Beaumont  
c: N Auddino b: R Williams���������������������  30
Gavin Britt c&b: R Williams ��������������������11
Fraser West b: R Williams ������������������������18
Mark McCall lbw: R Williams ������������������� 0
James Sheerin not out 6����������������������������*
Jack Sheerin not out �������������������������������� 2*
Extras (1nb, 2b) �������������������������������������������� 3
Total 9 / 212 (65 Overs)
Bowling: T Pickering 6-0-27-0,  
P Dell 16-4-51-0, R Williams 27-7-63-7,  
J Lamers 16-1-69-2 (1nb)

Imperials 164 v Town
Imperials – 1st INNINGS
Kane Maskell  
c: M Madusanka b: J Hume ��������������������� 9

Jack Ginnane c: ? b: J Hume��������������������  1
Aydan Williams c: ? b: J Hume����������������  6
Timothy Sauvarin c: ? b: B Wakishta ���18
Rowen Mclennan  
c: M Madusanka b: R Hume ������������������54
Nick Eddy b: B Wakishta �������������������������19
Luke Rogers  
c: J Giardina b: M Madusanka���������������  14
Lachie Wright  
c: R Abeysinghe b: M Madusanka�������  11
Campbell Reid lbw: M Madusanka�������  5
Archie Casey c&b: R Hume ��������������������12
Isaac Bolge not out����������������������������������  9*
Extras (1w, 1lb, 4b)�������������������������������������  6
Total 10 / 164 (70.1 Overs)
Bowling: J Hume 15-6-44-3, R Hume 
8.1-2-19-2, B Wakishta 9-2-35-2 (1w),  
M Madusanka 22-10-24-3,  
F Livingstone 10-1-29-0,  
R Abeysinghe 6-1-8-0

Korumburra 137 v  
Nerrena 1/42
Korumburra – 1st INNINGS
Andy Millar c: J Curtis b: J Trease ����������� 2
Mustafa Nader b: J Trease ����������������������20
Tom Crocker lbw: T Wightman �������������14
Ben Spicer b: J Trease ������������������������������36
Rumesh Rangana  
c: T Cameron b: J Trease �������������������������24
Jason Richards  
c: J Curtis b: D Berryman��������������������������  0
Aaron Damon b: J Trease ������������������������� 8
GSA Mudalige c: J Hoy b: J Trease ��������� 0
Mitch Young b: J Trease��������������������������  11
Harry McNeil b: J Trease �������������������������16
James Dunn not out �������������������������������� 0*
Extras (1lb, 5b) ��������������������������������������������� 6
Total 10 / 137 (61.4 Overs)
Bowling: J Trease 24.4-16-25-8, J Hoy 
8-0-24-0, T Wightman 9-1-29-1,  
A Gannon 5-0-21-0, D Berryman  
15-3-32-1
Nerrena – 1st INNINGS
Jack Curtis not out ���������������������������������31*
Loc Roberts c: A Millar b: H McNeil������  5
Tadgh Gannon not out���������������������������  6*
Extras �������������������������������������������������������������� 0
Total 1 / 42 (13 Overs)
Bowling: M Nader 3-0-17-0,  
GSA Mudalige 2-0-6-0, H McNeil 3-1-5-
1, T Crocker 2-0-6-0, B Spicer 2-0-7-0,  
M Young 1-0-1-0

A Grade DIVISION 1

Glen Alvie 105 v MDU
Glen Alvie – 1st INNINGS
Archie Moore c: T Nuwan b: S Bright���  4
Archie Donohue  
run out: J Sinclair, M McGrath ��������������10
Matthew Dakin b: SC Lakshan���������������  8
Matthew Donohue  
c: M McGrath b: SC Lakshan��������������������  5
Ben McRae  
st: J Sinclair b: SC Lakshan ���������������������38
Harvey Smith b: SC Lakshan ������������������� 9
Zack Scholz  
c: P Le Page b: M McGrath�����������������������  3
Ryan Sinclair  
c: P Le Page b: M McGrath�����������������������  5
Raphael Spiteri-Stevens  
c: M McGrath b: SC Lakshan �������������������� 0
Archie Luke st: J Sinclair b: S Browne �� 8
Sam Watson not out��������������������������������  7*
Extras (2w, 2lb, 4b)�������������������������������������  8
Total 10 / 105 (74.2 Overs)
Bowling: S Bright 11-4-21-1 (2w),  
M Cantwell 7-3-13-0, SC Lakshan 27-
14-32-5, S Browne 20.2-12-20-1,  
M McGrath 5-4-6-2, Z Bright 4-1-7-0

Kilcunda-Bass 271 v Nyora
Kilcunda-Bass – 1st INNINGS
Cameron Davidson  
c: J Henry b: R Cordeux�����������������������������  4
Robert Wallace  
st: B Henderson b: A Simmons ������������22
Brad Wright  
c: B Henderson b: H Dolphin ����������������73
Matthew Grayson not out ���������������� 100*
Jaydan Tregear lbw: A Thompson �������� 1
Ash Larcombe  
st: B Henderson b: B Hayes ��������������������19
Todd Smith b: R Cordeux �����������������������24
Zac Crow b: A Kaddatz������������������������������  7
Shaun Lucas b: R Cordeux ����������������������� 0
Harrison Berry run out: M Rowe������������� 0
Ryan Brown b: AKaddatz ������������������������� 0
Extras (7w, 1nb, 4lb, 9b) �������������������������21
Total 10 / 271 (74.1 Overs)
Bowling: A Kaddatz 14.1-2-42-2,  
R Cordeux 19-3-57-3, Aidan Simmons 
7-1-34-1 (5w), A Thompson 15-4-41-1 
(1w), H Dolphin 10-0-43-1, M Rowe 
4-0-23-0 (1w, 1nb), Ben Hayes 5-0-18-1

Foster v Inverloch
Day 1 abandoned.

A Grade DIVISION 2

  |  SPORTCRICKET

A Grade, Division 2

CAPTAIN Matthew Grayson 
drove Kilcunda-Bass to a com-
fortable score against Nyora at 
the Nyora Recreation Reserve on 
Saturday.

Kilcunda-Bass won the toss, 
sending in Cameron Davidson 
and Robert Wallace.

Reece Cordeux claimed David-
son’s wicket for four runs, which 
sent Brad Wright to the crease.

Wallace and Wright paired well, 
making 22 and 73 runs respec-
tively.

Grayson was the fourth bat, 
and he scored 100 not out, sig-
nificantly uplifting Kilcunda-
Bass’ score alongside Wright.

Todd Smith added 24 runs late 
in the innings, which was wel-
comed by the Sharks as Nyora’s 
Cordeux, Mitch Rowe and Aaron 

Kaddatz wiped out tailenders 
Shaun Lucas, Harrison Berry 
and Ryan Brown in a slew of 
ducks.

Cordeux was Nyora’s top bowl-
er, taking 3/57, and Aaron Kad-
datz took 2/42.

Kilcunda-Bass made 10/271 
before it was bowled out.

Nyora will have its chance at 
bat on Saturday. 

Slow going for Glen Alvie
Embattled Glen Alvie will need to 

hold its nerve to come away with a 
win over MDU this weekend.

Glen Alvie won the toss and 
chose to bat but found it difficult 
to hit the scoreboard early.

Number five bat and Glen Alvie 
captain Ben McRae was the one 
to lead by example, correcting the 
course with a top score of 38 runs.

However, the only other  

significant score was 10 runs con-
tributed by opening batsman Ar-
chie Donohue, leaving Glen Alvie 
in danger.

Sembakuttige Chathura Lak-
shan caused the most headaches 
for Glen Alvie, claiming 5/32, in-
cluding the dismissal of Raphael 
Spiteri-Stevens for a duck late in 
the innings.

MDU vice-captain Mitch Mc-
Grath was also a multiple wicket 
taker.

Glen Alvie was bowled out 
10/105, setting MDU a modest tar-
get to chase on Saturday.

Match abandoned
The game between Foster and 

Inverloch was abandoned due to 
inclement weather.

They will go head to head in a 
one day match at the Foster Crick-
et Ground this weekend. 

Grayson earns a ton for Kilcunda-Bass

Glen Alvie and Meeniyan break for lunch in Leongatha & 
District Cricket. B38_0625

Meeniyan’s Mark Cantwell bowled a tidy opening spell. B33_0625

Glen Alvie’s Harvey Smith letting one through to Meeniyan keeper Joel Sinclair. B31_0625

Glen Alvie’s Archie Donohue facing up to Meeniyan in A2. B37_0625
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Local identity Bill Yusko has competed in every Cowes Classic and was part of a big turnout by locals in Saturday’s event.

YOU’RE never too old to 
achieve a personal goal and 
45-year-old Justin Tilley of 
Surf Beach on Phillip Island 
ticked off the long-held am-
bition of winning the Cowes 
Classic last Saturday with a 
two-second victory over Liam 
Hemmingway.

It set up a rare double for 
Phillip Island in their annual 
aquathon, over a 500m swim 
and 4km run course around 
the Cowes jetty and around 
the town when Sunset Strip 
resident Zoe Adams won the 
women’s section, coming in 5th 
overall in a time of 0:21:22.3.

It has been quite a quest for 

Tilley who finished second in 
2024 in a time of 19.46.7, trim-
ming 25 seconds off that time to 
take the win narrowly this year.

In previous years he has fin-
ished 3rd in 2023 in 19.47.9, 
3rd in 2022 in 18.49.3, 8th in 
2021 in 20.20.4, 13th in 2019 in 
25.16.0, 2nd in 2018 in 18.10.3, 
missing in 2017 and finishing 
5th in 2016 in 21.15.

The Cowes Classic was the 
second race in the Bass Coast 
Aquathon Series with the San 
Remo Channel Challenge to fol-
low on Saturday, March 1.

The Cowes Classic attracted 
a field of 237 competitors this 
year, of whom 110 were locals 

including a good number of Phil-
lip Island Football Netball Club 
players who use the event annu-
ally as a warm-up for the season.

On that score, the conditions 
could not have been better, ac-
cording to organisers, with calm 
waters on the front beach at 
Cowes and cool, cloudy skies 
above after a long, hot summer.

The top 10 placegetters (over-
all): 1st Justin Tilley (Ma-
ture Male) 0:19:21.0 (swim 
0:07:48.9, transition 0:00:24.7, 
run 0:11:07.3). 2nd Liam 
Hemingway (Senior Male) 
0:19:23.8 (swim 0:07:45.1, tran-
sition 0:00:40.1, run 0:10:58.5). 
3rd Tyler Phillips (Senior Male) 

0:20:10.5 (swim 0:07:16.1, tran-
sition 0:00:45.5, run 0:12:08.9. 
4th Dylan Muir (Senior Male) 
0:21:15.5. 5th Zoe Adams (Se-
nior Female) 0:21:22.3, 6th 
Mark Rowe (Mature Male) 
0:21:27.9, 7th Mitchell Diston 
(Senior Male) 0:21:56.1, 8th 
Paul Taylor (Veteran Male), 9th 
Bailey Sutherland (Senior Male) 
0:22:39.0, 10th Julian Harris 
(Senior Male) 0:22:52.4.

Top 10 local residents: 1st 
Justin Tilley (Mature Male) 
0:19:21.0, 2nd Dylan Muir 
(Senior Male) 0:21:15.5, 3rd 
Zoe Adams (Senior Female) 
0:21:22.3, 4th Mark Rowe 
(Mature Male) 0:21:27.9, 5th 

Bailey Sutherland (Senior Male) 
0:22:39.0, 6th Ayden Fawaz (Ju-
nior Male) 0:23:13.8, 7th Cam-
eron Finlay (Junior Male), 8th 
Andre Hetebrueg (Senior Male) 
0:23:24.8, 9th River Henderson 
(Junior Male) 0:23:25.5, 10th 
Finn Middleton (Junior Male) 
0:23:27.5.

The team relay event (over-
all) was won by Justins Dis-
ciples including Jim Corbett 
and Luke Nicholson in a time 
of 0:19:11.7. They also won the 
local relay from Noah Williams 
and Jack Briggs in 0:20:25.0 
and Paul Roberts and Carl 
Wright 0:21:37.5.

More photos on page 49

Islanders double up in Cowes Classic
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