
COASTAL
REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING COASTAL COASTAL

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

UNIT 1, 31 THE CONCOURSE  COWES  VICTORIA 3922
T: 03 5952 2300  F: 03 5952 2733
jeremy@archisign.com.au

PRODUCTION & ADMINISTRATION
CLIENT COASTAL REFRIGERATION
PROJECT REBRAND

ARCHITECTURAL+ACCESS SIGNAGE
SIGNchiUNIT 1, 31 THE CONCOURSE  COWES  VICTORIA 3922

T: 03 5952 2300  F: 03 5952 2733
jeremy@archisign.com.au

PRODUCTION & ADMINISTRATION
CLIENT COASTAL REFRIGERATION
PROJECT REBRAND

ARCHITECTURAL+ACCESS SIGNAGE
SIGNchiUNIT 1, 31 THE CONCOURSE  COWES  VICTORIA 3922

T: 03 5952 2300  F: 03 5952 2733
jeremy@archisign.com.au

PRODUCTION & ADMINISTRATION
CLIENT COASTAL REFRIGERATION
PROJECT REBRAND

ARCHITECTURAL+ACCESS SIGNAGE
SIGNchi UNIT 1, 31 THE CONCOURSE  COWES  VICTORIA 3922

T: 03 5952 2300  F: 03 5952 2733
jeremy@archisign.com.au

PRODUCTION & ADMINISTRATION
CLIENT COASTAL REFRIGERATION
PROJECT REBRAND

ARCHITECTURAL+ACCESS SIGNAGE
SIGNchi UNIT 1, 31 THE CONCOURSE  COWES  VICTORIA 3922

T: 03 5952 2300  F: 03 5952 2733
jeremy@archisign.com.au

PRODUCTION & ADMINISTRATION
CLIENT COASTAL REFRIGERATION
PROJECT REBRAND

ARCHITECTURAL+ACCESS SIGNAGE
SIGNchi

UNIT 1, 31 THE CONCOURSE  COWES  VICTORIA 3922
T: 03 5952 2300  F: 03 5952 2733
jeremy@archisign.com.au

PRODUCTION & ADMINISTRATION
CLIENT COASTAL REFRIGERATION
PROJECT REBRAND

ARCHITECTURAL+ACCESS SIGNAGE
SIGNchi

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTICCOMMERCIAL & DOMESTICCOMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTICCOMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONINGREFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONINGREFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONINGREFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

RTL. AU22840RTL. AU22840RTL. AU22840

SERVICE   INSTALLATION   SALESSERVICE   INSTALLATION   SALESSERVICE   INSTALLATION   SALES 5678 51905678 51905678 5190

5678 51905678 51905678 5190

www.coastalrefrideration.com.auwww.coastalrefrideration.com.auwww.coastalrefrideration.com.au

www.coastalrefrideration.com.auwww.coastalrefrideration.com.auwww.coastalrefrideration.com.au
SERVICE   INSTALLATION   SALESSERVICE   INSTALLATION   SALESSERVICE   INSTALLATION   SALES

COASTAL
COASTAL COASTAL

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

COASTAL
REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONINGCOASTAL

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

COASTAL
REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

COASTAL
REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

COASTAL
REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

COASTAL
REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

COASTAL
REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

COASTAL
REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

COASTAL
REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

SERVICE   INSTALLATION   SALES

5678 5190

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

COASTAL
REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

COASTAL
REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

5678 5190 RTL. AU22840

RTL. AU22840

Authorised Daikin Dealer 

RICK NORTH            Servicing the Bass Coast area 
PH: 5678 5190   Factory 1, 60 Genista Street, San Remo   

• Sales, Installation & Service 
• Licensed Split System Installer

• Commercial & Domestic 
Refrigeration & Air Conditioning

AFTER HOURS COMMERCIAL BREAKDOWN 
EXPERT AFTER SALES SERVICE

H
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Refrigerant Trade Auth No: AU 51426 - PI 48651

  

113a Thompson Avenue, Cowes

5952 2633
www.alexscott.com.au

Top of the Town
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35 Bonwick Ave,
San Remo

Coastal views 
from elevated 

corner 
allotment.
$860,000
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LOCAL farmers, in particular, are going 
to be slugged thousands of dollars more on 
their rates notices this year.

The owners of commercial and industrial 
land, and to a lesser extent, homeowners, 
will also be harshly dealt with.

But neither the Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil Mayor Cr Rochelle Halstead nor former 
South Gippsland Mayor Cr Nathan Hersey 
is prepared to cop the flack.

Speaking on the same day last Wednes-
day, at their respective council meetings, Cr 
Halstead and Cr Hersey chose different but 
equally effective ways to put the pressure 
back on the State Government over a dra-
matic hike in the Emergency Services and 
Volunteers Fund (ESVF), formerly the Fire 
Services Levy (FSL).

Cr Halstead vacated the chair at last 
week’s meeting to argue for two motions to 
be put at the Municipal Association of Vic-
toria’s (MAV) State Conference on May 16, 
2025, including:

“The Municipal Association of Victoria 
calls on the State Government to assume 
direct responsibility for collecting the Emer-
gency Services and Volunteers Fund (ESVF), 
ensuring a more streamlined and efficient 
process for all stakeholders.”

Cr Hersey moved that the shire immedi-
ately write to the Premier of Victoria, the 
Treasurer of Victoria, the Victorian Minis-
ter for Local Government and to our local 
Victorian Parliamentary representatives for-
mally objecting to collecting the new state 
government tax and making five key points 
about the levy, including that it unfairly tar-
geted regional communities, particularly 
Victorian famers.

They’ve both declared that it is no longer 
appropriate, likely not even possible, for lo-
cal councils to continue collecting the con-
troversial levy.

According to recent reports, the Emer-
gency Services and Volunteers Fund is set 
to increase by a whopping $616 million in 
2025-26, raising the total collected across 
the state from $1.033 billion to $1.649 bil-
lion for the cash-strapped Victorian State 
Government.

It will take an additional $5.2 million from 
South Gippsland Shire ratepayers alone.

Contined page 5

Local councils 
cry foul over 

fi re levy

Alana and Liam Sage, won the 
John Davies Memorial Trophy 
& Best Pumpkin Exhibit 
2025 Foster Show!

Alana and Liam Sage, won the 
John Davies Memorial Trophy 

Oh Oh 
what a what a 
beauty!beauty! 
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$399ea

YUMI’S CLASSIC DIPS 200G
$2.00 per 100g

Leongatha & Korumburra Only

www.michaelsiga.com.au

Specials available from Wed 26th February to Tues 4th March 2025. While Stocks Last.
We reserve the right to correct printing errors. Images are for illustration purposes only.

Michael’s IGA Liquor supports the responsible service and consumption of alcohol.

$479ea

Leongatha store only!

TERIYAKI CHICKEN URAMAKISALMON ONION DRAGON ROLL

$1150
per serve

$12
per serve

Australian

DON HOT OR MILD 
HUNGARIAN SALAMI

$399kg

$2499kg

$499kgRED OR GREEN
SEEDLESS GRAPES

Australian
RED CAPSICUMS

$1299kgAUSTRALIAN LAMB 
BBQ CHOPS

MARCEL’S HAPPY 
PANCAKES 6 PACK OR 
PETIT PANCAKES 24 PACK

AUSTRALIAN BEEF 
PREMIUM MINCE

$1499kg

Tooheys Extra Dry Stubbies 
345ml x 24 Pack, 

Carlsberg Green or Carlton Dry Mid 3.5%
 Stubbies 330ml x 24 Packs

$4999ea

$4499ea
700ml

   Get in the spirit !

Southern Comfort Bourbon, 
St Remy VSOP Brandy, Grant’s Scotch, 

Smirnoff Red Label Vodka, Cougar Bourbon, 
Black Douglas Scotch or Skyy Vodka
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EXCESS WASTE?
Permanent 

waste 
solutions

Call the commercial and residential waste specialists today!

accounts@wheelawaste.com
www.wheelawaste.com.au

5672 2056

Locally owned and operated

HM10518

Lot Sizes from 350m² to 792m²
Pricing from $229,000 to $299,000
Build your dream home and 
experience Bass Coast living.

NOW SELLING
NEW LOTS 

Register your interest now!
1300 WONTHAGGI (966 842)
parklandswonthaggi.com.au

Melina 
BATH MP 

THE NATIONALS MEMBER FOR 
EASTERN VICTORIA REGION

2/181 Franklin St, Traralgon VIC 3844
melina.bath@parliament.vic.gov.au

5174 7066
MelinaBathMLC

EASTERN VICTORIA REGION

The Victoria government is gutting front-
line fisheries compliance, dramatically 
weakening enforcement efforts, leaving 
marine environments, recreational fishers 
and boaters at greater risk. 

It has slashed the number of Fisher-
ies Officer positions from 27 to just nine 
across Port Phillip Bay and Western Port 
– Victoria’s busiest fishing and boating re-
gions. 

In total, 35 people will lose their jobs 
in a cost-of-living crisis, bringing staffing 
from 192 to 157. 

Fisheries officers are already carrying a 
vacancy rate close to 30 per cent across 
the state and under the restructure some 
of these vacancies won’t be filled. 

There are just over 50 fisheries officers 
in Victoria; 20 years ago, there were 72. 

Over seven million people live in Victo-
ria, and more Victorians than ever before 
enjoy recreational fishing, and boating 
around Port Phillip Bay and Western Port. 

The five stations impacted make up 
more than 50 per cent the state’s Fish-
eries Officers, with the Central region 
producing the bulk of the state’s offence 
briefs, tickets and warnings as a result 
of the higher number of inspections and 
more offenders than other regions. 

“Labor is dismantling fisheries enforce-
ment, leaving our waterways vulnerable to 
illegal fishing, marine damage, and safety 
risks,” Mr Groth said. 

“Instead of protecting our fisheries, 
they’re rebranding enforcement officers 
as ‘Engagement Officers’ and shifting 
the focus away from compliance. This is 
nothing more than a cost-cutting measure 
dressed up as reform.” 

“With more Victorians fishing and boat-
ing than ever before, now is the time to 
strengthen enforcement – not cut it to the 
bone,” Mr Groth said. 

“These cuts mean fewer inspections, 
less oversight, and a greater chance of il-
legal fishing and environmental damage. 
It’s a slap in the face to the responsible 
fishers who do the right thing and expect 
the rules to be enforced fairly.” 

“The Liberal and Nationals will always 
stand with recreational fishers and boat-
ers to ensure sustainable fish stocks, 
responsible management of our marine 
environments, and safe, well-regulated 
waterways,” Mr Groth said 
Fast Facts: 
• �The 27 Fisheries Officer positions would 

be reduced to 9. (Loss of 18 FOs) 
• �In total, 35 job losses, bringing staffing 

from 192 to 157. 
• �Current vacancies in the central region 

won’t be filled. 
• �All Fisheries Officers across the state will 

re-titled Fisheries Engagement Officer. 
• �There are just over 50 fisheries officers in 

Victoria; 20 years ago, there were 72. 
• �Job focus would shift away from enforce-

ment. 
• �Central region produces the bulk of the 

state’s offence briefs, tickets, warnings be-
cause of the higher number of inspections 
and more offenders than other region.

More on page 45.

State governments 
gutting of fisheries puts 

waterways at risk
RETIRED Chief Fisheries Of-

ficer Kevin Brown has voiced 
strong concerns over the ‘pro-
posed’ restructuring of the Vic-
toria Fisheries Authority (VFA), 
warning that cuts to fisheries 
compliance officers could lead 
to disastrous consequences for 
the state’s marine resources 
and the fishing industry. 

Brown, who served for de-
cades in various roles within 
fisheries, including as the Chief 
Fisheries Officer, argues that 
the move is politically motivated 
and budget-driven, and that it 
will ultimately open the door to 
illegal fishing, organised crime, 
and a decline in sustainable 
fisheries management.

Brown’s comments come in 
response to the Victorian gov-
ernment’s plan to replace fish-
eries officers with a new team of 
“engagement officers” focused 
on education rather than en-
forcement. According to Brown, 
this shift is not just misguid-
ed—it is an abandonment of 
the essential compliance frame-
work that has kept the state’s 
fisheries in a sustainable condi-
tion for years.

In the interview with the Sen-
tinel-Times, Brown expressed 
disbelief when he first heard 
about the changes, suspecting 
the decision to be part of a cost-
saving initiative driven by a lack 
of understanding from those in 
power. “There’s no way this can 
be explained away as anything 
other than a politically motivat-
ed cost-saving exercise by peo-
ple who don’t know what they’re 
doing and don’t know they don’t 
know,” Brown said.

During his time in fisheries, 
Brown was responsible for 
overseeing fisheries compli-
ance across the state, includ-
ing managing teams of offi-
cers who monitored fishing 
activities to ensure sustain-
able practices. He said that 
the current proposal would 
dismantle a highly successful 
enforcement framework, leav-
ing the fisheries vulnerable to 
exploitation.

The key issue, according to 
Brown, is that fisheries officers 
are integral to the detection 
and prevention of illegal fish-
ing practices, which include 
poaching and unsustainable 
fishing methods that can de-
plete critical marine resources 
such as abalone and rock lob-
ster. These species are highly 
valued, and Brown fears that 
organised crime groups will ex-
ploit the lack of oversight.

“The crazy thing is that the 

crime unit that they say is go-
ing to be running—that’s been 
running for 35 years—that’s 
already in existence, and it’s 
downsized,” Brown said. 
“Those people are desk-bound 
analysts. They work on infor-
mation provided to them by 
fisheries officers across the 
state on the ground. They’re the 
eyes and ears of the organisa-
tion.”

Brown pointed out that the 
state’s existing compliance 
network has been in place for 
decades, with officers working 
on the ground to gather intelli-
gence, spot trends, and take en-
forcement action. Information 
gathered by fisheries officers is 
analysed by a specialised team 
of analysts who then work with 
officers to carry out operations. 
This system has been essential 
in maintaining the health of the 
state’s fisheries.

The proposal to replace en-
forcement officers with engage-
ment officers who will focus on 
educating the public, Brown ar-
gues, will do little to combat ille-
gal activities or catch serious of-
fenders. “People will break the 
law if they know they won’t be 
caught,” Brown said, explaining 
that those who break the rules 
for financial gain will increas-
ingly see little risk in doing so. 
“It will go from 44 boats poach-
ing in marine parks to 440,” 
Brown warned as an example. 

Brown’s decades of experi-
ence have led him to a clear un-
derstanding of how compliance 
programs must be structured 
to work effectively. He stresses 
that any successful compliance 
program requires three key 
components: clear rules, the 

genuine threat of apprehension, 
and penalties for non-compli-
ance. Without these elements 
in place, he argues, the entire 
compliance system collapses.

The Victorian government’s 
proposed changes, according to 
Brown, will remove the critical 
enforcement element, leaving 
the program reliant on edu-
cation alone. While he agrees 
that education is important, he 
argues it can never replace the 
need for enforcement. “People 
may go into the shop front, and 
I have no problem with edu-
cation. It’s a normal part of a 
compliance program,” he said. 
“But if you take away any one 
of those three components, you 
don’t have a compliance pro-
gram.”

Brown also questioned the 
logic behind the government’s 
claim that 90% of fishers in Vic-
toria are compliant with regu-
lations, suggesting that these 
numbers are inflated and fail 
to account for the more serious 
offenders who engage in organ-
ised, large-scale illegal fishing. 
“Out of that 10%, a small per-
centage genuinely don’t know 
they’re breaking the law, but 
most are fully aware they’re do-
ing the wrong thing and choose 
to break the law because there’s 
a financial benefit,” he ex-
plained.

Brown also has concern for 
those financially distressed by 
these ‘proposed’ cuts, particu-
larly for the officers who are at 
risk of losing their jobs. With 
many of these officers having 
years, if not decades, of experi-
ence in fisheries management, 
the loss of their expertise will 
be a blow to the state’s ability 

to maintain sustainable fishing 
practices. Not to mention the 
financial strain on families of 
officers who could face job loss 
amid a cost-of-living crisis.

“Many of these officers have 
mortgages, families, and they’ve 
dedicated their lives to protect-
ing Victoria’s marine resources. 
Now they’re being told their jobs 
no longer exist,” Brown said. 
He described the situation as 
devastating for individuals and 
families who have built careers 
in the fisheries sector.

Brown too spoke on the 
long-term impact on Victoria’s 
marine conservation efforts, 
particularly in light of commit-
ments made by the government 
to the abalone and rock lobster 
industries. He pointed out that 
when marine parks were intro-
duced, fishers were promised 
that they would receive financial 
compensation in exchange for 
losing access to fishing areas. 
In return, they were guaran-
teed a fully funded compliance 
program to ensure the sustain-
ability of the remaining fish-
ery areas. The proposed cuts, 
Brown argued, directly under-
mine these commitments and 
threaten the viability of these 
industries.

Without enforcement officers, 
Brown warned, there will be no 
way to monitor the sustainabil-
ity of catches, particularly for 
high-value species like rock lob-
ster, which are heavily sought 
after on the global market. 

“There is the potential for ir-
reversible damage,” he said. 
Including the matter of safety 
issues, such as the failure to 
inspect life jackets, which could 
lead to fatalities. 

Former Chief Fisheries Officer sounds alarm 
over cuts to Victoria’s Fisheries compliance

Retired Chief Fisheries Officer Kevin Brown speaks up about the detrimental impact the 
VFA budget cuts will have on the fishing industry. 
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IN BRIEF
No free lunches

LOCAL government activist 
Dean Hurlston, president of 
Council Watch had a question 
for the Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil on the agenda at last week’s 
council meeting.

What is the approximate cost 
per public Council meeting for 
Councillor and staff meals, re-
freshments and beverages? (If 
applicable).

Bass Coast CEO Greg Box 
said that approximately $200 
was spent “on catering for 
Councillors”.

10 questions  
on Silverleaves

THERE were no fewer than 
10 questions at community 
question time at the Bass 
Coast Shire Council meeting 
last week raising sepcific is-
sues about the erosion prob-
lems at Silverleaves.

They all got the same answer.
Stefan Frey wanted to know 

why is Silverleaves is getting 
funding for coastal protec-
tion while residents elsewhere 
weren’t receiving assistance 
“when homeowners knew the 
risks of shoreline erosion”.

Others wanted to know what 
to do when flooding occurs, 
whether the shire had applied 
for State and Federal govern-
ment assistance and if the 
rock wall had made the situa-
tion worse for some residents

The council responded saying 
“A significant portion of Silver-
leaves has had a Land Subject 
to Inundation Overlay since 
2017…” See council minutes.

Maybe our dinosaurs 
walked to South America

NEW research into dinosaur 
fossils found at Inverloch and 
in the Otway Group, in 1987 
and 2004 respectively, have 
confirmed the existence of a 
certain type of dinosaur previ-
ously unknown here.

In a breakthrough paper 
published last week in the 
Journal of Vertebrate Paleon-
tology by PhD candidate Jake 
Kotevski and other colleagues 
at the Museums Victoria Re-
search Institute, including Tom 
and Pat Rich, Kotevski pro-
vides first-time evidence that 
Carcharodontosauria lived in 
Australia, here in Victoria.

“Collectively, the new thero-
pod remains described herein 
strengthen the evidence for 
mid-Cretaceous faunal inter-
change between Australia and 
South America across Antarc-
tica, and highlight the presence 
of carcharodontosaurians and 
unenlagiines at high latitudes 
in the late Early Cretaceous.”

Celebrating International 
Women’s Day 

CELEBRATE  International 
Women’s Day 2025 with Bass 
Coast Shire Council at RACV 
Inverloch Resort on Friday, 
7 March. Bass Coast Mayor, 
Cr Rochelle Halstead, will be 
hosting a lunch with keynote 

speaker Hacia Atherton.
This year’s theme,  ‘March 

Forward’, highlights the im-
portance of gender equality. 
The focus will be on  Women 
in Trades. While the number 
of women active in the Victo-
rian labour market continues 
to grow, they make up only 2% 
of the workers in Australian 
construction. We must all sup-
port initiatives to ensure wom-
en can become fully qualified 
well-paid tradespeople. Our 
speaker, Hacia, founder of Em-
powered Women in Trades, will 
share her inspiring journey of 
resilience and breaking barri-
ers in male-dominated fields.

Help shape future of 
Woorayl Lodge – your 
input matters!

WOORAYL LODGE, proudly 
serving the Leongatha commu-
nity since 1960, is renewing its 
Strategic Plan, and wants your 
input to help ensure that plan 
reflects community needs.

What started with just three 
permanent residents has grown 
into a thriving facility with 41 
private rooms in its residential 
aged care section and 29 inde-
pendent living units. 

Despite this growth, Woorayl 
Lodge remains a community-
owned and operated facility, run 
by a voluntary Board.

The Strategic Plan, which will 
guide the Lodge’s operations 
and growth for the next five 
years, is being created with the 
input of residents, families, and 
the broader community. 

“It’s essential that we’re aligned 
with the community’s needs and 
aspirations,” the Lodge’s Co-
CEO Andrew Ross said, encour-
aging people to have their say.

“We invite all members of the 
community to complete a short 
survey by 5pm, Wednesday 
March 5, and as a thank you, 
everyone who participates will 
be entered into a draw to win 
one of three vouchers for local 
businesses.”

To take part, visit the Woorayl 
Lodge website at www.woorayl-
lodge.com.au and follow the link 
to the survey.

Dogs 7700, wombats 1
WOMBATS were on the agen-

da at last week’s Bass Coast 
Shire Council meeting courtesy 
of a community question from 
native animal activist Eve Kelly.

Ms Kelly wanted to know if 
there was an ecological survey 
undertaken before a 24/7 off-
leash dog exercise area was 
established on the foreshore 
at San Remo.

“The dunes provide habitat 
for wildlife including wombats 
and their joeys. Before im-
proved signage is arranged, will 
the council consider reassess-
ing the hours, to give the wom-
bats a break, particularly be-
tween the hours of 7am-9pm?”

Council responded by say-
ing that it regularly reviews 
off-leash regulations and the 
development of new Domestic 
Animal Management Plan this 

year will provide an opportu-
nity for public input.

But with 7700 dog registra-
tions in the shire, and count-
ing, it may be that more dog 
exercise areas will be needed 
in and around Bass Coast 
towns, rather than less.

Esso, Mitsui and 
Woodside to invest nearly 
$200 million into the 
Gippsland Basin

A CLOSE to $200 million 
dollar investment has been an-
nounced by Esso Australia to 
bring much-needed additional 
gas online from the Kipper 1B 
project in the Gippsland Basin.

The project is a joint venture 
between Esso Australia and 
Mitsui (MEPAU A).

Woodside Energy will uti-
lise the massive VALARIS 107 
jack-up rig currently moored 
offshore and serviced from 
Barry Beach to drill and in-
stall one subsea well into the 
Kipper field and upgrade the 
West Tuna platform.

Kipper 1B follows the suc-
cessful completion of the recent 
Kipper Compression Project 
and the West Barracouta proj-
ect that came online in 2021.

“Esso Australia continues to 
invest in multiple projects that 
ensure our Gippsland opera-
tions sustain gas production 
well into the 2030’s,” said 
ExxonMobil Australia Chair 
Simon Younger.

“Projects like Kipper 1B are 
vital to help meet the country’s 
energy security needs by bring-
ing new supply online which 
will be used exclusively for 
Australia’s domestic market.

“Natural gas is the safety net of 
our energy system ensuring reli-
able, affordable power for homes 
and businesses while providing 
the stability needed to transition 
to a lower carbon future.”

Drilling into the Kipper field 
is set to begin later this year 
simultaneously with the West 
Tuna platform upgrades.

The project when completed 
is expected to expand capacity 
from the Kipper field delivering 
crucial gas supplies to the mar-
ket ahead of winter in 2026.

Wattlebank black  
spot claims another  
two vehicles

A NOTORIOUS stretch of 
road near the corner of Lynnes 
Road and the Inverloch-Kong-
wak Road at Wattle Bank has 
claimed two more victims.

The two car collision at 4pm 
resulted in both vehicles being 
towed from the scene.

It is the third serious motor 
vehicle accident for the year at 
the same intersection.

Single car incident
A MAN in his 20’s was trans-

ported by road to Bass Coast 
Regional Hospital on Sunday 
night at about 9:00pm after a 
single vehicle accident occurred. 

Paramedics and emergency 
services responded to reports 

of an incident in North Won-
thaggi on Heslop Road and 
Wentworth Road when the car 
reportedly ran into a tree.

The man sustained non-life 
threatening injuries and is in 
a stable condition.

Waterline Community 
Library is on the Move – 
24/7 Access Coming Soon 

MYLI – My Community Li-
brary, in partnership with Bass 
Coast Shire Council, is pleased 
to announce that Waterline 
Community Library is relocat-
ing to a brand-new space at 
Unit 3, 1524 Bass Highway, 
Grantville. With building works 
now underway, the library is set 
to open its refreshed doors to 
the community in early April. 

This move is an exciting oppor-
tunity to enhance our services 
and create a space designed to 
support our growing programs, 
activities, and resources. We’re 
also pleased to confirm that Sto-
ryTime will continue at the new 
location, along with a range of 
other programs for all ages. 

As part of this move, Waterline 
Community Library will intro-
duce 24/7 access for members. 
To take advantage of this fea-
ture, members must complete 
an application form and attend 
an in-person induction session. 
Once these steps are complet-
ed, they will receive a fob for 
entry, providing flexible access 
to library resources at any time. 
Pre-registration for 24/7 access 
is now open: https://myli.au/wa-
terline24-7 

Myli and Bass Coast Shire 
Council appreciate the com-
munity’s patience and support 
during this exciting transfor-
mation. Regular updates will 
be shared on the library web-
site and Facebook page as the 
opening day approaches. 

For more information, in-
cluding details on pre-register-
ing for 24/7 access, visit myli.
au/waterline. 

One-on-One Business 
Mentoring Clinic - 
Thursday 6 March

 Need some support for your 
business? 45 minute one on 
one mentoring sessions pro-
vide general business advice for 
those who are planning, starting 
or growing a business. From fi-
nancial viability and cash flow 
to management and marketing, 
these sessions are a great oppor-
tunity to get tailored support.

Sessions will be held 
on  Thursday March 6 from 
10.00am to 3.00pm by virtual 
meeting either via Zoom, Skype 
or Phone. Book a spot now via:

SBMS Events: South 
Gippsland Small Business 
Clinic (SGPV10TBA2636)

Tarwin Lower  
Red Cross 2025

The next meeting will be 
held on Tuesday March 4 at 
1.30pm in the Tarwin Lower 
Health Centre, School Road, 
Tarwin Lower.
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From page 1
An 80.5 hectare grazing 

property, for example, pres-
ently on the market at Tarwin 
Lower for $2.9 million, which 
previously attracted a Fire 
Services Levy of $1108 on last 
year’s rates notice, will see a 
rise to $2683 this year – more 
than double!

Commercial dairy farmers 
in the region could be expect-
ed to pay $5000 or more just 
for the emergency services 
levy alone.

Cr Hersey said he believed 
the new tax, to replace the 
FSL, had been “introduced 
by stealth”, without consul-
tation leaving local councils 
ill-equipped to differentiate 
between general ratepayers 
and active emergency service 
volunteers and life members, 
who won’t be required to pay 
the levy on their principal 
place of residence (farm or 
house).

“That’s not something that 
our system will even man-
age. So, we’re looking straight 
away at costs involved in up-
grading our IT systems, and 
also, an additional burden 
on our staff who would be 
required to input that data, 
likely manually,” he said.

“The turnaround time for 
this to be implemented is by 
July this year, which is an 
extremely short turnaround, 
again, without consultation 
with local communities.”

In a cost-of-living crisis, he 
said the increase in tax could 
tip more people over into 
applying for special circum-
stances rate relief.

“This is a very significant 
tax that’s going to impact ru-
ral and regional communities 
a lot more than other areas of 
the state, mainly metropolitan 
areas. All properties in South 
Gippsland will be affected, 
but our farmers would be 
disproportionately impacted 
as the fund comes into effect 
in South Gippsland, mindful 
that 80% of our workforce is 
directly employed in agricul-
ture, and we have the most 
registered agricultural busi-
nesses out of any local gov-
ernment area.”

Cr Hersey said the district’s 
farmers were already contrib-
uting strongly to the economy 

and its food and fibre needs, 
but despite the value of farm-
land, their operations weren’t 
overly profitable.

Cr Halstead said she feared 
the community would blame 
local councils for doubling 
the emergency services levy 
when it was all the state gov-
ernment’s doing.

“This is a critical notice of 
motion that I think the whole 
local government sector is go-
ing to get involved in. We are 
going to be sending out our 
rate notices very soon, and 

on those rate notices, the fire 
services levy will be doubled,” 
said Cr Halstead

“This is not something that 
this council has imposed 
upon our community. This 
is a state government charge, 
an increase in their charges 
that is going out on rate no-
tices in Bass Coast, which I 
believe gives our community 
the impression that it is one 
of our increases.”

Cr Halstead said it was 
an attempt to use local gov-
ernment as a shield, while  

hitting ratepayers with an ad-
ditional tax. She said state 
government supplied the levy 
data to councils when they 
could just as easily collect the 
levy themselves.

“The local government sec-
tor feels very strongly about 
pushing back on this, and I 
really hope that this council 
will come out loud and strong 
on this,” she said.

As well as moving a motion 
calling on the State Govern-
ment “to assume direct re-
sponsibility for collecting the 
Emergency Services and Vol-
unteers Fund”, Cr Halstead 
will also be taking forward 
two other motions to the 
MAV’s state conference, one 
calling on the government to 
accept responsibility for ac-
tion on coastal erosion and to 
urgently review the Develop-
ment Facilitation Program via 
which they are taking control 
of and fast-tracking local de-
velopment applications.

Cr Halstead and Cr 
Hersey were recently elected 
chair and deputy chair of 
Gippsland’s peak govern-
ment advocacy body, One 
Gippsland, with Cr Halstead 
also nominating for a seat on 
the Board of Directors of the 
MAV.
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Local news 
South Gippsland 
and Bass Coast

Local councils cry 
foul over fire levy

THERE’S a deepening controversy over 
the Bass Coast Shire Council’s unwilling-
ness to display handmade posters or pull-
up promotional signs, created by Grade 5 
students at Newhaven Primary School, in 
the Berninneit cultural centre at Cowes to 
highlight the blight of roadkill on Phillip 
Island’s wildlife.

The issue, which has been simmering 
away since the shire’s administration told 
roadkill activist, Ron Day, that it was poli-
cy not to display such material in the new 
cultural centre, was the subject of a com-
munity question from Linda Marston, at 
last week’s council meeting.

“As part of the ‘KIDS as Catalysts’ pro-
gram some Newhaven primary students 
created posters promoting awareness of 
Wildlife on Phillip Island. They were un-
able to exhibit these at Bernnineit for free. 
As BCSC is partnered with this program, 
shouldn’t Council promote such projects 
as examples of young leadership?”

The shire’s CEO Greg Box responded 
by agreeing that the Council does provide 
support and access for KIDS as Catalyst 
program.

“However,” he said. “Not every request is 
able to be accommodated. The group was 
advised that the best option was to hire 
a community space in the building. Staff 
also spent some time with the group ad-
vising how best to promote their work and 
provided key contacts within media.”

Mr Day, who is a member of Island Voice 
and a member of the Phillip Island Con-
servation Society, said it was regrettable 
in the extreme that shire wouldn’t display 
the posters, or at least allow the profes-
sionally produced pull-up banners to be 
used.

“I think it’s pretty dreadful that a com-
munity centre couldn’t support the worthy 
efforts of a group of 11-year-old local stu-
dents to highlight what is a serious prob-
lem on the Island, the number of wildlife 
being killed on our roads,” Mr Day said.

“Following my interest in this issue, I was 
asked along to the school to assist them 
with their work which produced a won-
derful outcome. The posters have been 
displayed around the area to raise the 
profile of the threat to wildlife and Phillip 
Island Nature Parks ordered a number of 
the pull-up banners, inspired by the kids, 
but professionally made by Print It Fast at 
San Remo.

“Why the shire wouldn’t allow them to 
be displayed at Berninneit is beyond me. 
A lot of people around the area say it just 
proves it’s a cultural centre for the shire 
not a community centre.”

Mr Day, who is continuing with his proj-
ect recording roadkill on a 3.6km sec-
tion of the Cowes to Rhyll Road, said that 
following on from a study between 2019 
and 2021 when there were 1200 wildlife 
deaths recorded, there had been 60 wild-
life kills there in January 2025 alone.

“It’s not the only place on Phillip Island 
where there’s a problem with roadkill but 
it’s easily the worst.”

A speed reduction on Cowes-Rhyll Road 
from 80km/h to 70km/h during the day 
and 50km/h at night is being called for. 

Postergate: How Council 
is killing community 

involvement at Berninneit

It was a big week for Bass Coast Mayor Cr Rochelle Halstead, taking the state government 
on over doubling the emergency services levy and officiating at the World Superbikes on 
Phillip Island at the weekend.

All in favour say ‘Aye’. Both the Bass Coast and the 
South Gippsland shire councils have voted to push back 
on collecting the new Emergency Services and Volunteers 
Fund (ESVF) on behalf of the state government with the 
levy set to generate an additional $616 million this year.



6   |   TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2025   |   SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES 

Visit basscoast.vic.gov.au/whichbin 
to find out more

Not sure how 
to dispose of 
something? 

Visit our website 
to find out

The largest range of custom made 
curtains+blinds+shutters+outdoor

dc+b Wonthaggi
under new management 
21 Murray St, Wonthaggi
Ph. 5672 291515% off cellular 

blind sale on now!
+save on your energy bills

JA
22

82
7

dc+b Wonthaggi

21 Murray St, Wonthaggi
Ph. 5672 2915

transforming homes 
for 55+ years

your local 
outdoor experts

outdoor blinds, outdoor blinds, 
awnings + shuttersawnings + shutters

enjoy ultimate enjoy ultimate 
weather protectionweather protection

The largest range of custom made 
curtains+blinds+shutters+outdoor

dc+b Wonthaggi
under new management 
21 Murray St, Wonthaggi
Ph. 5672 291515% off cellular 

blind sale on now!
+save on your energy bills

The largest range of custom made 
curtains+blinds+shutters+outdoor

dc+b Wonthaggi
under new management 
21 Murray St, Wonthaggi
Ph. 5672 291515% off cellular 

blind sale on now!
+save on your energy bills

IT WAS a case of one door closes and 
another door opens, across two days 
last week, for the Bass Coast Shire 
Council with a $1 million pay day at the 
end of it!

At the urging of Phillip Island council-
lor Tim O’Brien, the council removed 
the proposed Cowes to Ventnor fore-
shore trail from its list of priority proj-
ects at its meeting last Wednesday, to 
recognise the value of the fragile nature 
of the foreshore reserve between Os-
borne Road Cowes and Grossard Point 
Ventnor.

Then, the very next day, on Thursday, 
the Federal Minister for Infrastructure, 
Transport, Regional Development and 
Local Government, Catherine King, an-
nounced that Bass Coast was to receive 
$980,000 for “a new shared path to link 
the townships of Cowes and Ventnor for 
visitors and locals alike” via Ventnor 
Road.

As well as providing an alternative to 
the controversial foreshore route, the 
2.5-metre-wide concrete shared path, 
ultimately running 4.5-kilometres be-
tween Cowes and Ventnor will also ben-
efit connection to the Hilton Chadwick 
Reserve when it is finally developed as 
the sporting and aquatic precinct the 
whole community wants to see.

“Victorians will have more opportu-
nities to walk, cycle and actively move 
through their communities thanks to 
support from the Albanese Govern-
ment,” Minister King said in her an-
nouncement last week.

“From Melbourne to the Yarra Ranges, 
we’re investing in active transport op-
tions right across Victoria to shape the 
way locals and visitors move around 
our great towns.

“Whether you’re on a motor scooter, 
pushing a pram, walking or cycling, 
we’re making it easier for people to get 
to school, work or local services, with-
out having to jump in the car,” said Ms 
King.

Bass Coast Mayor, Cr Rochelle Hal-
stead, welcomed news of the funding 
for stage one of the path, running 2km 
along Ventnor Road.

“This is a fantastic investment in 
Phillip Island’s active transport net-
work. Shared pathways like this not 
only provide safer connections between 
townships but also support healthier, 
more sustainable ways for people to get 
around,” Cr Halstead said.

“We know there is strong demand for 
better walking and cycling infrastructure 
in Bass Coast, and this funding will help 
us deliver a high-quality path that meets 
the needs of both locals and visitors.”

The Ventnor Road shared path was 
one of only 19 projects funded under 
the Australian Government’s new Active 
Transport Program, which is investing 
$21 million to improve bicycle and pe-
destrian infrastructure across Victoria.

Construction is expected to commence 
following the detailed design phase.

$980,000 pathway 
funding a win-win 
for Phillip Island

Threatened plants block 
sand miners’ application

THE homeowners of the 
bushy Adams residential es-
tate, south of Grantville, have 
won the first round.

But long-time residents like 
Janet Grimes are still up for 
the fight.

At last Wednesday’s council 
meeting, a majority of Bass 
Coast Shire Councillors heard 
the objections raised by 58 
submitters and rejected an 
application by Hanson Aus-
tralia Pty Ltd, to cut down 
36 mature native trees in the 
roadside reserve “to facilitate 
the construction of pedestrian 
footpaths and road improve-
ments along Stanley Road… in 
order to enable critical sand 
resources to be obtained”.

Mrs Grimes says a lot has 
changed since Hanson got 
their original permit in 1996, 
not the least being the building 
of 85 homes and the increase 
in population in the adjoining 
estate.

“In the 35 years since they 
made application to establish 
a sand mine here, the whole 
environment in this area has 
changed,” said Mrs Grimes.

“The loss of habitat has been 
huge. And since the bushfire 
went through this area, more 
has been destroyed.”

She welcomed the rejection 
of Hanson’s application but 
suspected they’d appeal to 
VCAT.

Cr Jon Temby led the de-
bate against the application at 
council last Wednesday.

He claimed that far from 
there being just 36 or 37 trees 
at risk, because of the way the 
biggest trees were counted, 
there were actually “1000s of 

important habitat plants and 
trees earmarked for removal”.

He said the existence or 
likely existence of endangered 
trees and plants within the 
area designated for clearing, 
including the Strzelecki Gum, 
listed as Critically Endangered 
in the Victorian Flora and Fau-
na Guarantee Act 1988, plus 
examples of the Cobra Green-
hood Orchid (Pterostylis gran-
diflora) and Green Striped 
Greenhood (Pterostylis chlo-
rogramma) along the road re-
serve, part of a colony within 
the Adams Estate itself, were 
enough to require an environ-
mental effects statement to be 
prepared prior to the works 
going ahead.

“In addition, disturbance of 
Stanley and McGrady roads is 
likely to have an impact on the 
small area nearby where the 
incredibly rare and critically 

endangered Tea Tree Fingers 
Fungus is found,” Cr Temby 
told the Sentinel-Times this 
week.

He received plenty of pas-
sionate support from around 
the council table.

Cr Tim O’Brien said he 
didn’t believe “punching a 
double lane through” Stanley 
Road was the only solution 
and urged council to “hit this 
one out of the park”.

“And let’s just remind our-
selves, no one gets a royalty 
for the sand that’s carried 
out of Grantville. It just dis-
appears, so that community 
gets very little compensation 
for the amount of disturbance 
from trucks and dust, and I 
don’t see any ‘Hanson Child-
care Centre’ being built in the 
area.”

But it wasn’t unanimous.
Cr Jan Thompson expressed 

concern about the cost to 
council, and to the ratepayers, 
of rejecting the application, 
saying it could cost council 
$20,000 to fight the applica-
tion at VCAT, noting only 10 
of the 58 objections had come 
from Adams Estate residents.

“This sand mining licence 
and other open licences 
should have been retrospec-
tively rescinded when the 
State Government stopped 
any new sand mining licences 
in Western Port region. This 
would have ensured that we as 
a Council didn’t keep assum-
ing the burden of pointless le-
gal costs,” she said.

Cr Brett Tessari voted to re-
ject the miner’s application 
but said they’d continue to use 
the road for sand extraction, 
and he’d prefer to see them 
pay for upgrading the road 
than the council.

People opposed to the clearing of native vegetation to widen and seal a road to one of 
Hanson Australia’s sand mines at Grantville packed the public gallery at last week’s Bass 
Coast Shire Council meeting.

Record 42 questions raised at Bass Coast Council meeting
QUESTIONS about the 

coastal erosion crisis at Sil-
verleaves on Phillip Island, 
why the council refused to al-
low local students to display 
their art at Berninneit, the 
cost of the mayor’s electric car 
and the opening up of council 
briefing sessions…

There were a record 42 com-
munity questions put to the 
Bass Coast Shire Council at 
its first meeting of the year last 
Wednesday.

Why so many questions?
Avid council watcher Graham 

Jolly of Surf Beach, who was 
in the council chamber to hear 
the proceedings, said missing 
the January meeting might 
have accounted for a backlog 
but he suspected that wasn’t 
the only reason so many were 
included in the meeting pa-
pers.

“There’s no doubt the previ-
ous regime stopped some of 
community questions from go-
ing public. I had a lot of people 
contact me and say their letter 
didn’t get read out,” said Mr 
Jolly.

“Certainly, not all the ques-
tions about the Surf Beach 
Sunderland Bay road and 
drainage scheme reached the 
council meeting,” he said.

“If this is an indication of a 
more open and transparent 
council then good.”

But fellow council watcher, 
John Trigt, wanted to see 
more candid answers to ques-
tions and for all community 
queries to be addressed indi-
vidually.

“People make a big effort to 
write and raise issues with 

council and they should all 
be responded to with the best 
information council has avail-
able,” said Mr Trigt.

The number of letters which 
came forward indicates a high 
degree of engagement on is-
sues including the Phillip Is-
land speed review, where dogs 
can and can’t exercise, the 
waiving of 900 car parking 
spaces for the proposed Isle of 
Wight development, sewerage 
overflows into Western Port 
and 30 years neglecting sport-
ing facilities on Phillip Island.
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VicGrid leaves 
South Gippsland 

towers on the table
VICGRID, the State Government au-

thority which is coordinating the plan-
ning and development of Victoria’s 
transition to renewable energy has 
failed to rule out a second transmis-
sion crossing on the Gippsland coast.

Following a community drop-in ses-
sion at Sandy Point on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 15, at which approved feasibil-
ity licence holder, Gippsland Skies, 
revealed plans to scope out connection 
to two cross-shore corridors, the Sen-
tinel-Times asked VicGrid to comment.

VicGrid CEO Alistair Parker re-
sponded:

“VicGrid has made it clear to 
Gippsland Skies and to all offshore 
wind proponents that those wishing to 
connect to the first stage of the offshore 
wind transmission need to do so at the 
shared connection point near Giffard. 
No decisions have been made on further 
transmission requirements. VicGrid is 
solely responsible for planning offshore 
wind transmission infrastructure. The 
Victorian Government has also made 
it clear that offshore wind farms will be 
required to connect underground to the 
VicGrid connection points.”

However, while the first stage of off-
shore wind energy development has 
a target of 2GW, the government ulti-
mately wants 9GW from Gippsland 
and VicGrid has failed to reject the 
proposal from Gippsland Skies to 
scope a second transmission crossing 
at Waratah Bay.

Locally based community lobby 
group, Responsible Renewables, has 
expressed its “deep concern” about 
such an outcome for South Gippsland 
especially given the promise by Fed-
eral Energy Minister Chris Bowen 
that the coastal area, west of Wilsons 
Promontory would be protected from 
renewable infrastructure.

Sam’s raft of rubbish 
floats change into town

HE’S built a raft entirely out of the 
rubbish he’s found on the beach and 
he’s sailing it all the way from Tasma-
nia to Sydney. Maybe further.

Picture Tom Hanks and ‘Wilson’ on 
their raft in Cast Away (only bigger with 
a better sail) trying to escape the Ma-
manuca Islands in Fiji.

Samuel McLennan, a 48-year-old 
business coach and personal mentor 
from Hobart, made it as far as Sealers 
Cove at Wilson’s Promontory early last 
week but he might already have had the 
hairiest moment on the whole trip.

“At one stage the winds were blowing 
at 50 knots, with a 5 metre to 7 me-
tre swell running. We got to Deal Island 
too early to get into the harbour and al-
most got swept right past it,” said Sam 
as he was heading off on the next leg of 
his trip, to Port Welshpool.

“The currents and the wind were the 
hardest. I’m not concerned about the 
raft.”

When does he expect to get to Syd-
ney?

“I don’t know. I’m going into Port 
Welshpool now and we’ll probably stay 
there for two or three weeks and then 
head off up the coast.”

Sam had a support boat for the 
treacherous crossing of Bass Strait, 
but he was on his own for the run into 
Port Welshpool. What happens after 
that is yet to be decided.

“It would be nice,” he said of the pos-
sibility that someone will follow him in 
a support craft.”

So, why is he doing it.
Clearly, he wants to draw attention 

to the rapid increase in the amount of 
rubbish in the environment, especially 

in the ocean, and fears that it will ulti-
mately kill every living thing, including 
us.

But he’s also concerned for the direc-
tion we’re headed as a society, including 
lack of leadership, the rising levels of 
mental health problems, lack of hous-
ing, lack of corporate and government 
responsibility and many other things.

“I work in business development, and 
as a business improvement mentor.

“I also help homeless people. As a 
homeless person myself once, I feel I 
know something about the challenges.”

In fact, while the challenge of building 
a raft from ocean and coastal rubbish 
has the obvious message for corporates 
of taking responsibility for their waste, 
Project Interrupt is also about urging 
people to get on board and make a dif-
ference themselves.

This could mean getting involved in 
beach cleaning activities through ini-
tiatives such as #ZeroDebrisTassie via 
the projectinterrupt.com website.

Or it could mean contributing to 
the cause financially through the My 
Cause website and Sam’s rubbish raft 
journey.

Some of the proceeds will also go to-
wards Sam’s work with the homeless, 
some towards supporting ocean and 
beach clean-up initiatives.

While he’s at Port Welshpool you’re 
welcome to call in and say hello, he’s 
then off to Lakes Entrance and further 
up the east coast. It’s likely that the 
quest will continue on from there and 
generate more interest as he goes.

Both issues could do with plenty 
of publicity and action which is what 
Project Interrupt is all about.

You can check out Samuael McLennan’s raft 
of rubbish at Port Welshpool this week. Tell us 
if you’d go to sea with him.

There’s all sorts of objects, choking the 
ocean, that have found their way on to Sam 
McLennan’s raft to adventure.
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in Drouin!
Adventure awaits

      
Tuesday 18 MarchTuesday 18 March
Kindergarten session 9.15am, Prep session 10.30am 

Please visit stpaulsags.vic.edu.au to register or contact 
our Enrolments Office now on 5644 1233.
Enrol now for 2026. Limited places available for 2025.
Pre-Kinder to Year 3 in 2025, expanding annually to Year 6.

via McGlone Road, opposite Kingston Heath Drive, Drouin

The doors to a new Kindergarten and Primary School are 
now open - welcoming families from Drouin and surrounds 
to the vibrant learning community that is St Paul’s.

Our students from Pre-Kinder through to Year 3 are 
thriving in a beautiful, nurturing environment with 
exceptional, caring educators supporting them to work 
toward their goals.

Are you ready to discover all our new campus has to 
offer? Come along and meet our teachers, discover best-
practice approaches to learning and stroll with your child 
through our beautiful classrooms and nature play areas.

Kinder & Prep Discovery Morning

THE Reserve Bank of 
Australia cut interest rates  
by 0.25% to 4.1% last 
Tuesday, but we’re not out 
of the woods yet.

Speaking after the rate 
cut announcement, RBA 
Governor Michelle Bull-
ock, said the Reserve Bank 
was simply removing the 
added 0.25 per cent re-
striction they applied in 
November 2023.

She said 4.1 per cent 
remained a “restrictive” 
interest rate setting aim-
ing to get inflation back to 
the middle of the inflation 
band between 2.0% and 
3.0%.

Ms Bullock also poured 
cold water on the prospect 
of future rate cuts until the 
direction of the economy is 
clear, including stubbornly 
high employment numbers 
remaining high.

Locally, the cut hasn’t 
kicked off dancing in the 
street.

“It’s not going to affect us 
much because it’s a drop in 
the ocean. It’s nice but the 
concern is all the stuff that 
goes on behind the scenes, 
the taxes and the cost of 
running a business,” said 
Leongatha business opera-
tor Darren Eastwood.

But it’s the first rate cut 
since 2020 and many are 
tipping an early election 
call as a result, from the 
Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese, for as soon as 
Saturday, April 5.

Interest rate 
cut ‘a drop in 

the ocean’

Steele throws his hat into 
Monash for The Greens

SEMI-retired school teacher 
from Kardella South, Ter-
ence Steele, has joined the 
expanding field of candidates 
to contest the Federal seat 
of Monash as the endorsed 
Greens candidate.

The Greens gained a 2.7% 
swing in Monash at the last 
election and will be hoping to 
win a significant share of the 
vote again at this election.

Terence and his wife Linda 
have owned a small rural 
property in South Gippsland 
for over 20 years.

“The beautiful region that 
we call home is under threat 
from climate inaction by both 
major parties. I became aware 
of the devastating effects as an 
avid gardener and recognised 
that to affect real change, I 

needed to get involved,” said 
Mr Steele.

“In a wealthy country like 
ours, we should have world-
class public health, educa-
tion, and affordable housing. 
I joined the Greens movement 
for a fairer future, so my chil-
dren and grandchildren can 
live in a better world.

“The Greens are also the 
only party fighting to save our 
farms from fracking.

“We are facing the very real 
threat of a Dutton govern-
ment bringing nuclear to 
Gippsland. I was present at 
the first-ever anti-nuclear 
demonstration in Australia 
and The Greens will be do-
ing everything we can to keep 
Dutton and his dangerous 
agenda out of government.”

But, in a media statement 
to announce Mr Steele’s can-
didature, a spokesperson for 
the Bass Coast Greens ap-
peared to be clearing the way 
for independent candidate 
Deb Leonard.

They acknowledged that 
“some regular Greens volun-
teers were moving over to her 
campaign” but that they had 
“demonstrated in Parliament 
that we’re capable of working 
constructively with the cross-
bench and Teal MPs to secure 
better outcomes for everyday 
people”.

“Here in Monash, we’ll be 
focussing on keeping Dutton’s 
Liberal candidate out of office 
and are happy to see a strong 
independent candidate put-
ting up a good fight.”

HOLLYWOOD heroes take priority over 
everyday Victorians as our crumbling 
roads continue to be a horror show.

Potholes were fixed ahead of the closure 
of Calder Highway to allow A-Lister Liam 
Neeson and crew to film scenes for a new 
movie on a smooth surface.

Victorians are forced to navigate potholes 
daily, but the State Government is only pre-
pared to act when it’s “lights, cameras, ac-
tion”.  

Shadow Minister for Roads and Road 
Safety, Danny O’Brien, in Parliament last 
week asked the Minister for Roads and 
Road Safety, Melissa Horne: “Why do Hol-
lywood superstars get better roads in Vic-
toria than Victorians?” 

Ms Horne offered nothing but deflection. 
The Minister was also asked: “Will  any 

proceeds from the movie’s production be 
put towards fixing potholes, or do we need 
Liam Neeson to shoot scenes on every road 
in the state in order to get them fixed?”

In a damning stat the State Government 
can’t hide from, last year’s roads mainte-
nance budget was 16 per cent less than it 
was four years ago.

Data from the Department of Transport 
and Planning shows the area of road “re-
habilitated or resurfaced” in regional Vic-
toria fell to just 422,000 square metres in 
2023/24, down from nine million the year 
before and 11.5 million in the prior year.

Mr O’Brien said the favouritism towards 
the Hollywood set summed up the State 
Government’s attitude to fixing our roads.

“Liam Neeson’s new movie is called The 
Mongoose. Who looks the goose here?” Mr 
O’Brien said.

“The government needs to get back to ba-
sics and fix potholes, not become fixated by 
celebrities and bright lights.

“The Calder Highway is a vital transport 
route for Victorians, but it took a film crew 
- not the safety concerns of everyday road 
users - for the government to act.”

Everyday Victorians 
suffer as Labor 

goes to Hollywood

The Greens have endorsed semi-retired teacher from Kardella South Terence Steele as 
their candidate for Monash.
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RIGHT on the stroke of mid-
day the familiar blast of the 
Wonthaggi State Coal Mine 
whistle was greeted with great 
delight by a large crowd of on-
lookers, former coal miners, 
family and friends of the State 
Coal Mine, sponsors and Bass 
Coast Shire councillors gath-
ered around the Poppet Head 
in Apex Park.

“The whistle’s back,” the 
crowd called out barely heard 
under the noise of the whistle.

Bass Coast Mayor Cr Ro-
chelle Halstead cut a coal black 
ribbon to mark the occasion 
with former coalminers Dan 
Carr and Reg Wilson.

Ian Sullivan a former carpen-
ter at the State Coal Mine re-
membered the whistle blowing 
several times a day.

“It was 7am, 8am, 12 noon, 
12.30pm, 3pm and 4pm,” re-
called Ian.

A whistle blast at eleven-
thirty at night once acted as a 
warning for single girls in Won-
thaggi to be home by midnight.

Another rumour confirmed 
by Rose Lodge Aged Care in 
Wonthaggi is that a recording of 
the whistle is played at midday 
each day to summon residents 
to lunch.

When the whistle failed last 
year Friends of the State Coal 
Mine wasted no time in taking 
the whistle down for repairs.

Volunteer Michael Bohmer 
said restoration of the whistle 
took longer than first antici-
pated as the rods securing the 
bells to the manifold were se-
verely corroded.

“A lengthy process was used to 
submerge the whistle in pene-
trating oil continually removing,  

heating and working on undo-
ing the assembly to avoid any 
damage to the bells and mani-
fold,” said Mr Bohmer.

Initially new replacement 
rods were to be manufactured 
using stainless steel.

Further research by volun-
teer engineer Steve Randles 
discovered the rods were made 
of mild steel to act as a sacri-
ficial anode designed to cor-
rode first, preserving the brass 
manifold and bells for at least 
another 100 years.

Coalminer Dan Carr thought 
the whistle would be impos-
sible to repair.

“It took three men three 
weeks to take it apart.

“Many of the parts had to be 
scrapped and replaced.

“No doubt in my mind it will 
now last another 150 years,” 
said Danny.

Manufactured by John 
Danks the mine whistle once 
summoned men to work and 
signalled their lunch break.

The steam boilers at the State 
Coal Mine produced twice the 
pressure the whistle operates 
at today.

Identical to the whistle used 
on the Titanic it is not the first 
time the State Coal Mine whis-
tle has been out of action.

“Whistle is Back!” screamed 
the headline of the day in 
March 1913.

The Powlett Express in 1914 
listed seventeen different whis-
tles at different times of the 
day, later reduced to ten times 
a day.

Reportedly a saucer shaped 
deflector was added to the 
tower during the Second World 
War so the whistle could be 
heard as far as Kongwak,  

Tarwin Lower and Eagles Nest.
Welcoming the whistle back 

to Apex Park Wonthaggi resi-
dent Janie Boyle said her Pop 
‘Tibby’ was a coalminer.

Duncan Boyle said many 
of his family members also 
worked at the coalmine.

“My father used to blow the 
whistle,” said Florence Craw-
ford from Bass.

Thanked for helping to re-
store the mine whistle were 
the Wonthaggi Workmen’s 
Club who helped finance the 
restoration and the businesses 
who made the restoration pos-
sible, Covered In Paint, Am-
pelite Dandenong, Engineering 
Products Of Australia, Preci-
sion Plating Dandenong, Bass 
Coast Council, Kennards Hire 
and the dedicated staff and 
volunteers at the State Coal 
Mine.

THE fight to save the Newhaven 
Jetty was taken to a new level on 
Wednesday with the petition-generat-
ed debate occurring in the Legislative 
Council of State Parliament.

The Nationals’ Member for Eastern 
Victoria and sponsor of the commu-
nity petition, Melina Bath, led the de-
bate on behalf of residents.

Ms Bath told parliament the gov-
ernment had barricaded the much-
loved Newhaven Jetty by stealth 
and withheld information on its 
closure.

“Labor should be focusing on ad-
dressing community concerns and 
working on an acceptable timeline 
for reopening,” Ms Bath said.

“The petition, debate and accessing 
of freedom of information (FOI) doc-
uments have all been needed to un-
cover facts, apply pressure and call 
on the government to work with com-
munity for an acceptable outcome.”

Ms Bath said the State Government 
now had the opportunity to answer 
critical questions, order engineer-
ing assessments and commit to the 
jetty’s reopening in an acceptable 
timeframe.

“The FOI documents reveal the 
jetty was number two on an internal 
priority list, but Labor denied the 
request for structural integrity and 
load-bearing assessments in April 
2024.

“Bass Coast residents are devas-
tated they remain locked out of their 
valued recreational fishing platform.”

Ms Bath thanked petition instigator 
‘Women In Fishing’ advocate, Aman-
da Keilar, Saltwater Phillip Island 
owner Ben Dennis and Newhaven 
Residents Association Lisa Webster 
who attended parliament for the 
‘Save Newhaven Jetty’ debate.

Newhaven Jetty 
‘a top priority’ for 

work, they say
State Coal Mine whistle is back

Bass Coast Mayor Cr Rochelle Halstead delighted to hear the whistle blow again with former 
coalminers Dan Carr and Reg Wilson and Wonthaggi Workmens manager Rod Bye. B25_0825
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COUNCIL MEETINGS

The next Council meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 19 February 2025 at 2.00pm.

Details will be available on Council’s 
website: 

www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
councilmeetings

To watch the meeting live or when it suits 
you, visit:

www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/live

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Looking for a new job? We might have 
the perfect position for you! Check out 
our current vacant positions here:

www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
vacantpositions

South Gippsland Shire Council News

COMMUNITY GRANTS

South Gippsland Shire Council’s second 
round of Community Grants are now 
open.

Community Grants are an opportunity 
for Council to give back to local clubs 
and community groups who give so 
much to others.

Grants can be used for both minor and 
major projects and equipment, planning 
and developing reports, and festivals 
and events.

For more information and to apply, 
please visit:  

www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/grants 

SOUTH GIPPSLAND JOBS EXPO

Mark it in your calendars, the annual South 
Gippsland Jobs Expo will be happening 
Thursday 20 March.

This is a FREE event with stallholders 
across a wide variety of industries where 
you will have the opportunity to chat 
with local businesses that are currently 
recruiting.

More information can be found at: 
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/JobsExpo

CONTACT US

9 Smith Street, Leongatha 
15 Little Commercial Street, Korumburra
03 5662 9200
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au

Local Business Drop-ins
Throughout March, Council’s 
Economic Development team will 
be dropping into local businesses to 
introduce themselves and drop off 
flyers designed to help your business 
thrive. These visits are a fantastic 
opportunity to have a conversation, 
explore available options and receive 
the support you need.
In addition to this support, the 
team will also be sharing upcoming 
workshops and mentoring sessions. 
These sessions can help you upskill 
in areas such as social media, 
customer growth, finances, day-
to-day business operations and so 
much more! 
Council’s website is a one-stop-
shop for business workshops, 
webinars and training. In March, you 

won’t want to miss the following 
opportunities:
• Small Business Online Mentoring 

Sessions: Thursday 6 March
Book a 45-minute session from 
10.00am to 3.00pm.

• Social Media and Content 
Marketing: Tuesday 18 March 
Learn to create compelling 
content and engage your 
audience from 5.30pm.

We can’t wait to connect with and 
hear from our local businesses! 
For workshops and information 
about how Council can support your 
business, please visit: 
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
business_workshops

Time is running out to provide your feedback on the 
South Gippsland Shire Council Plan and the 2040 
Community Vision. 

Your input will help develop key Council documents 
and ensure they meet our community’s needs. 

Our fi nal in-person Councillor session will be held 
at the Old Ferry Terminal in Port Welshpool this 
Friday 28 February. If you aren’t able to provide your 
feedback in person, please do so at the link below. 

www.shapingsouthgippsland.com.au 
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MAYOR Councillor Schelling 
is off representing our com-
munity at the South East 
Australian Transport Strategy 
group meeting, and asked me 
to do this week’s Message.

This Message is a great 
opportunity to get quick up-
dates on some of the things 
happening at Council and in 
the community, and I’m ex-
cited to be doing that today. 
However, if you ever want 
more information, check out 
Council’s website or Face-
book page.

February Council 
Meeting

The February Coun-
cil Meeting was held last 
Wednesday and there was a 
great turnout in the Cham-
ber of interested locals.

This month, Councillor 
Hersey put forward a No-
tice of Motion regarding the 
new Victorian Government 
Emergency Services and 
Volunteers Fund. This is a 
new tax that councils are 
expected to collect on their 
behalf through rates notic-
es, none of this money will 
come back to the councils 
who collect it. The Notice of 
Motion asks Council to write 
to the Premier of Victoria, 
Treasurer of Victoria, Min-
ister for Local Government 
and our local members to 
formally object to Council 
collecting the increased tax. 
It also asks for Council staff 
to provide a report to Coun-
cil on the impact and chal-
lenges of administering the 
tax and how we can more 
clearly express what is a Vic-
torian Government tax, and 
what is a Council charge.

There is a lot of cost shift-
ing that happens between 
the Victorian Government 
and councils across the 
state, but this is different. 
This is a deliberate move 
to get Council to take the 
flack for this extra tax when 
community members are al-
ready struggling with cost of 
living pressures.

I would like to thank 
Councillor Hersey for bring-
ing this to Council, and to 
all my fellow Councillors for 
taking a stand. I hope other 
councils across the State 
follow suit to show the Vic-
torian Government that this 
won’t fly.

To view the meeting re-
cording or read through the 
Agenda, please visit: www.
southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
meetings

Shaping South 
Gippsland Engagement

There are just a few days 
left to provide your feed-
back in the Shaping South 
Gippsland engagement. 
This is an opportunity not 
to be missed, giving you the 
chance to tell Council what 
you would like to see hap-
pen over the next four years.

So far, there have been 
some terrific conversations 

at pop-ups around our re-
gion – so thank you to those 
who have turned up – but we 
know we could hear more. 
I’d particularly like to en-
courage those of you living 
in our smaller communi-
ties to jump online and have 
your say. Our small towns 
contribute so much to our 
shire.

Please complete the sur-
vey or come along to the 
Port Welshpool Old Ferry 
Terminal on Friday, Febru-
ary 28 between 10am and 
12 noon to let us know your 
thoughts. The survey can be 
completed online at: www.
shapingsouthgippsland.
com.au

Based on this feedback, 
the Council Plan, Budget 
and other key Council docu-
ments will be released for 
review in April for further 
engagement.

Wildlife Deaths
I was shaken to my core 

to hear about the deliberate 
and cruel deaths of a dozen 
or so wombats in Venus Bay 
and Walkerville. To be clear, 
this act is a serious criminal 
offence and there will be con-
sequences, my heart breaks 
for the coastal communities 
who work so hard to protect 
our incredible wildlife.

Unfortunately however, de-
liberate or not, there are far 
too many animals killed on 
our roads. Even if you think 
“there is no way there will be 
any animals on this road”, 
think again. Please slow 
down and stay alert when 
driving, particularly during 
the night and at dawn and 
dusk. Together we can all re-
duce the number of animal 
deaths on our roads.

If you know anything 
about the deliberate deaths 
of wombats in Venus Bay 
or Walkerville, please get in 
touch with Inverloch Police 
on 5674 1202. We need to 
ensure the culprits are held 
to account and send a strong 
message that this is not okay 
in South Gippsland – this is 
not who we are.

Events in South 
Gippsland

South Gippsland is 
blessed to have so many 
amazing events happening 
all times of the year. From 
markets that celebrate lo-
cal producers and makers, 
to world-class acts like the 
upcoming gig at the Tarwin 
Hall ‘Jones, Steel & Jack-
son’, we are privileged to call 
South Gippsland home.

If you are looking for 
something to do, make 
sure you check out the Visit 
South Gippsland website: 
https://visitsouthgippsland.
com.au Event organisers, 
accommodation providers 
and business owners can 
also list their event or busi-
ness for free on the site, so 
take advantage of that extra 
promotion.

Deputy Mayor’s 
Message 

Cr Sarah Gilligan

Deputy Mayor’s 

SOUTH GIPPSLAND mayor 
John Schelling is calling on the 
Municipal Association of Victoria 
(MAV) to direct its advocacy ef-
forts to helping ensure communi-
ties in the region receive deserved 
benefits from locally based renew-
able energy projects.

He is one of 10 Victorian mayors 
chosen to submit their priorities to 
the MAV to help guide its advocacy 
in the leadup to the Federal elec-
tion, with resultant communica-
tions targeted at relevant elector-
ates, being Monash in our region.

“It’s all about making sure that 
the proponents who get the jobs 
recognise there are people in 
Gippsland who are going to be 
affected, and we’ve been working 

hard with them all and with Vic-
Grid to ensure that our people are 
being looked after and we can turn 
it into a plus,” Cr Schelling said.

He reflected on the huge benefits 
that flowed into South Gippsland 
communities in the 1960s and 
1970s through job opportunities 
arising from Barry Beach and its 
part in supporting oil and gas rigs 
and associated infrastructure.

Looking ahead to wind energy 
projects, Cr Schelling labelled it an 
opportunity to grow as a region.

However, he noted that can’t be 
to the detriment of the area’s cur-
rent economic drivers.

“We want to make sure our ag-
ricultural land is protected,” he 
said.

The need to compensate local 
communities for disruption is 
also seen as important.

Cr Schelling is well placed to 
comment on Gippsland more 
broadly as he travels extensively 
in the region.

He has already met with three 
of the candidates for the Seat of 
Monash, in Deb Leonard, Mary Al-
dred and Russell Broadbent and 
will no doubt seek to catch up 
with others running, Labor’s Tully 
Fletcher having recently joined the 
race.

A few more are expected to 
throw their hats in the ring soon, 
with Prime Minister Anthony Al-
banese set to lock in an election 
date in the near future.

Mayor Schelling continues to advocate for energy benefi ts

SOUTH Gippsland Shire Coun-
cil has committed to contributing 
$475,000, excluding GST, to the 
planned Korumburra Tennis Club 
Pavilion Redevelopment should a 
funding application for $1 million 
from the State Government suc-
ceed.

The funding will be applied 
for through Round 2 of the gov-
ernment’s Regional Community 
Sports Infrastructure Fund, spe-
cifically the Community Facilities 
Stream.

Councillors strongly backed the 
recommendation to pursue the 
funding and commit to a council 
contribution to the project if suc-
cessful, with all those present at 
Wednesday’s council meeting vot-
ing in favour apart from deputy 
mayor Sarah Gilligan; Cr Clare 
Williams was unable to attend.

Declaring Korumburra has had the 
lion’s share of investment by council 
over the last three years, Cr Gilligan 
questioned allocating almost half a 
million dollars to another capital 
works project for the town.

While praising the intended proj-
ect and Korumburra Tennis Club, 
she stressed there needs to be an 
equitable approach taken to meet-
ing community needs across the 
shire.

“I’d like to see it in comparison 
to the big pot of needs, and it’s re-
ally hard, in my heart, to allocate 
close to half a million dollars to 
one particular interest group when 
we haven’t done all of that bud-
get work and looking at the needs 
across the whole shire,” she said.

While Cr Gilligan lives in Venus 
Bay, Korumburra based council-
lor Bron Beach acknowledged the 
need for an equitable approach 

across the shire.
“I invite the opportunity for us 

as a group of councillors to look 
to the needs of other communi-
ties outside of Korumburra which 
has been so fortunate to have such 
amazing infrastructure in recent 
times,” Cr Beach said.

Cr Nathan Hersey said council 
has an obligation to keep its build-
ings at sufficient standard, with the 
Korumburra Tennis Club pavilion 
a case in point.

He argued the structure would 
soon come up for renewal anyway, 
so there is an opportunity to expe-
diate that process and save money 
in the future.

“We need to be nimble and ag-
ile when it comes to looking at 

opportunities that can fund the ser-
vices and infrastructure we have in 
our community,” Cr Hersey said.

He argued not applying for the 
State Government funding would 
be a lost opportunity for council 
and the community, with the fund-
ing needing to be applied for by 
March 17.

As reported in the February 18 
edition of the Sentinel-Times, the 
intended Korumburra Tennis Club 
development would provide acces-
sible and female-friendly facilities 
in line with modern expectations 
and council’s recently adopted 
Fair Access to Recreation Facilities 
Policy.

Should the project go ahead, the 
club would contribute $25,000.

Hopes for funding of new 
Korumburra tennis pavilion

Cr Bron Beach is keen to see 
an equitable approach across the 
shire. A11_0825

Cr Sarah Gilligan wants shire-
wide needs to be determined 
before funds are allocated to 
specific projects. A10_0825

KNOWN for his imaginative 
props, Cr Scott Rae showed off a 
bunch of weed flowers, pointing 
out those wanting council to do 
more roadside spraying should 
have their say in its current 
‘Shaping South Gippsland’ sur-
vey before it ends on February 28.

The same applies to anyone 
else wanting to contribute their 
ideas for consideration as the 
latest Council Plan is developed, 
council also wanting to ensure 
its 2040 Community Vision for 
South Gippsland still reflects the 
community’s aspirations.

While his bunch of Ragwort, 
Californian Thistle and Agapan-
thus were picked alongside a 
VicRoads’ highway, Cr Rae con-
ceded “These flowers are also 
available on shire roadsides and 
on private land.”

“Council is currently doing a 
community engagement and I 
need you all to engage with us,” 
he urged.

Cr Rae stressed that no matter 
how busy you are, it’s important 
to provide your feedback, add-
ing that otherwise “The classic 
squeaky wheels are over-repre-
sented” in the data gathered.

“Just talking won’t give me the 
data or the mandate to ask for 
more weed control to be included 
in the coming Budget, do the sur-
vey,” he said.

Visit yoursaysouthgippsland.
vic.gov.au to complete the survey.

There is a final councillor pop-
up event in relation to ‘Shaping 
South Gippsland’ on Friday Feb-
ruary 28 at the Old Ferry Termi-
nal in Port Welshpool, running 
from 10am until 12pm.  

Cr Rae urges you to have your say on weeds

Cr Scott Rae displays a pretty 
bouquet of weed flowers. 
A51_0825
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SOUTH
GIPPSLAND'S

PROPERTY LAW
EXPERTS

Call (03) 5662 3401

Book your appointment today 
with Daniel Prior, a Partner of 

Prior Law and an Accredited 
Specialist in Property Law.

Prior Law
28 Bair Street, Leongatha VIC 3953

info@priorlaw.com.au
www.priorlaw.com.au

THE boundaries set out in the certificate 
of title for each property around Victoria 
indicate where the legal ownership of 
the land starts and stops. However, as 
most people would be aware, often the 
title boundary does not accord with the 
fence or the occupation of the land on 
the ground. 

Sometimes this can be the result of an 
error in the Title. For example, a title 
may indicate that it has a frontage of 
fifty feet, when in actual fact the title was 
supposed to show a frontage of fifty-two 
feet. The land occupied matches the 52 
feet. An error on the title like this may 
have been made sometime in the past 
and the proper distance not transcribed. 
This type of error can be usually be 
readily fixed because it would ordinarily 
not involve amending your neighbour’s 
boundary. 

Sometimes there are errors or 
corrections needed to be made to titles 
because the titles were issued at a time 
when measurements of the land were 
done by description rather than survey. 

The more common scenario that people 
would already probably be aware of 
is where a fence does not align with 
the title boundary. That is, a property 
owner is in possession of part of their 
neighbour’s land by virtue of the fact of 
the fence enclosing the land. In more 
densely settled areas there has been an 
increasing number of applications for 
people to amend their title boundaries 
to claim the land that is possessed 
by them. In large part this is because 
people are wishing to build on title 
boundaries and do not want to give 
up the land that they thought they had 
purchased when they looked at the land 
they were purchasing. It is common for 
people to say to us that when they were 
buying the land, they thought they were 
buying the land as fenced – that is not 
correct. 

There is a general perception that the 
land that is described in your title is 
yours regardless of whether someone 
has been in possession of the land 
contrary to you or not. Under the 
Limitations of Actions Act 1958, if a 

party has been in possession of your 
land for 15 years you are no longer are 
able to ask for it back. The neighbour 
may then be able to claim that land from 
you and seek the Registrar of Titles to 
change the ownership of the land from 
you to them. 

I act for both sides of adverse 
possession disputes. Some applications 
I will act for those that are claiming 
land and other applications I act for 
the person being claimed against. It 
almost always brings whatever cordial 
relationship between the neighbours 
that existed, to an end. And even 
though the person claiming the parcel 
might be entitled to do so, the person 
being claimed against finds that hard 
to except, and figures that they are 
effectively stealing the land. 

In more rural areas, with rural fencing, 
adverse possession is less common. 
But this is not because the fences are 
more accurate - there is no shortage of 
fences off title alignment. The difference 
appears to be that neighbours seem 
more willing to let sleeping dogs lie and 
don’t wish to upset the relationship 
between them and their neighbour. That 
harmony is often only disrupted when 
one of the properties is being sold, and 
someone decides to get a survey.

I have written previously about the 
requirements of the vendors to make 
disclosures to prospective purchasers 
when they are selling their property. 
Fencing discrepancies, when known 
to the vendor, are one such thing 
that need to be disclosed. Given the 
discrepancy needs to be disclosed, it is 
often advantageous to engage a surveyor, 
and a lawyer, well in advance of selling 
the property so that any discrepancy 
can be rectified and any assessment 
as to an adverse possession claim can 
be addressed. If the situation can’t be 
addressed, at least the purchaser is told 
of the issue before buying so that they 
are aware of what is going on. 

If everyone is happy for the fence to 
be erected on the title boundary, great 
result. But where this isn’t happening, 
it is best not to attempt a resolution of 
fencing issue without legal advice, as an 
acknowledgement to your neighbour of 
their title to the land (whether title of 
their land as described on title or their 
possessory ownership of the land) can 
create other dramas other than the 
fence that divides. 

Fences  
 that divide
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By Daniel Prior, Partner, Prior Law

GIPPSLAND contrac-
tors and suppliers in-
terested in becoming 
part of the Marinus Link 
project were urged to 
register promptly, with 
many turning up to hear 
from project leaders and 
shortlisted proponents at 
Leongatha Memorial Hall 
on Thursday.

Marinus Link is a pro-
posed undersea and un-
derground electricity and 
data interconnector that 
will run 345 kilometres 
from Hazelwood in Vic-
toria’s Latrobe Valley to 
Heybridge in Tasmania.

It is currently in the de-
sign and approvals phase 
with construction due to 
commence in early 2026, 
those in charge forecast-
ing the project will cre-
ate between 300 and 400 
jobs in Gippsland, in ar-
eas such as construction, 
manufacturing, electrical 
surveying, project man-
agement, engineering, ru-
ral fencing and technol-
ogy.

While there will only 
be a handful of ongo-
ing jobs, some contract 
maintenance positions 
will arise down the track.

“Today is a call to ac-
tion,” Head of Commu-
nity Stakeholder Engage-
ment for Marinus Link, 
Mark Lindsay said, ex-
plaining that business 
operators interested in 
registering their details 
and capabilities for the 
project must do so by 
close of business on Fri-
day March 7.

Expressions of interest 
are being taken by the 
Industry Capability Net-
work (ICN) through its 
Gateway database.

Thursday’s session 
and another in Mor-
well offered an ideal op-
portunity for attendees 
to connect with project 
leaders and proponents 
and learn more about the 
kinds of work that would 
be available through the 
development of the Mari-
nus Link and associated 
infrastructure.

Heybridge is a small 
Tasmanian town east of 
Burnie and is intend-
ed to be the site of a  

converter station, the 
other to be situated in 
Hazelwood, with under-
sea cables crossing Bass 
Strait and making land 
between Sandy Point and 
Waratah Bay, a further 
90 kilometres of under-
ground cabling connect-
ing to Hazelwood.

Jimmy Harry and son 
Josh who run the Wara-
tah Bay Caravan Park 
were among the many in-
terested attendees.

Jimmy is a commer-
cial builder and keen to 
explore work opportuni-
ties for the Marinus Link 
project, including the 
need for associated tem-
porary accommodation, 
and also owns vessels 
that could serve as pilot 
boats.

Fencing contractors, 
Welshpool’s Jake Mabilia 
and Travis Glover of 
Nyora were representing 
their business TJ Agri 
and are interested in pur-
suing opportunities such 
as installing temporary 
fencing, declaring they 
would submit an expres-
sion of interest.

Both found Thursday’s 
session informative.

Brenton Williams of 
Leongatha based Bj’s 
Earthmoving described 
the Marinus Link as a 
huge project for South 
Gippsland, hopeful it will 
provide lots of work for 
locals.

“There is going to be 
a huge amount of civil 
works in this project; 
every time they go un-
der a road, the road’s 
going to have to be fully 
reconstructed,” he said, 
keen to put his business 
in the running for such 
opportunities along with 
trenching work.

South Gippsland Shire 
Deputy Mayor Sarah Gil-
ligan spoke of the need 
for energy reliability in 
South Gippsland, stress-
ing the area currently 
rates as one of the worst 
in Victoria in that depart-
ment.

“I live in Venus Bay and 
I know about power vul-
nerability,” she said.

Mr Lindsay detailed 
how Marinus Link will 
offer flexibility, able to 
transfer energy in either 
direction depending on 
need and helping provide 
reliable and affordable 
energy, 

“Connecting into the 
valuable hydro resources 
in Tasmania is an essen-
tial part of our solution 
as we transition here on 
the mainland,” he said.

Mr Lindsay elaborated 
that when the sun’s shin-
ing and the wind’s blow-
ing in South Gippsland 
and we’re producing 
more energy than we 
need, we can send it 
south for Tasmanians to 
use and store, and at oth-
er times the power can 
flow the other way.

He stressed that Ma-
rinus Link is all about 
moving energy, not gener-
ating it.

He noted the first stage 
of the project is intended 
to take about four years, 
being commissioned in 
2030, with that stage 
providing a capacity of 
750 megawatts.

Stage 2 to double that 
capacity would require a 
separate approvals pro-
cess.

Expression of  
Interest process:

To submit an Expres-
sion of Interest, businesses 
must have an ICN Gateway 
company profile.

Search online for 
‘Gippsland project oppor-
tunities’.

Once in ‘Gateway’, choose 
‘Gateway by ICN Setup 
Wizard’ if your company 
doesn’t yet have a Gateway 
profile.

Otherwise, select ‘Work 
Package’, then ‘Gippsland 
Projects EOI Updates’, then 

‘Expression of Interest’, 
at which point you will be 
asked to log in.

If you require assistance 
registering your business 
with ICN Gateway or sub-
mitting an Expression of 
Interest, contact ICN Indus-
try Adviser Colin Young on 
0438 753 428 or Gateway 
Customer Service Officer 
Bonnie Grosso on 9864 
6700.

Brenton Williams and Ryan Dowd of Bj’s Earthmoving, Leon Holderhead and 
Matt Knox of South Gippsland Quarries and Adam Maher of Beveridge Williams at 
Thursday’s Marinus Link gathering. A09_0825

Don’t miss Marinus Link 
local work opportunities

By Andrew Paloczi
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accud.com.au
Full range:

Splash Proof IP54 Dual Scale Digital Calipers

• Highly accurate glass scale
• USB data output

150 mm Caliper 200 mm Caliper 300 mm Caliper
PN: AC-111-006-11

$129
PN: AC-111-008-11

$179
PN: AC-111-012-11

$269

USB 
DATA OUTPUT

Resolution: 0.01 mm / 005”
Accuracy: ±0.03 mm / 01”

200 mm Digital Combination Ruler
Length: 200 mm
Range: 360°
Resolution: 0.1°

PN: AC-821-008-01

$99
300 mm Digital Combination Ruler
Length: 300 mm
Range: 360°
Resolution: 0.1°

PN: AC-821-012-01

$119

Combination Rulers

100 mm Wide Base Machinist Square
Squareness: (α) 28 μm (β): 30 μm
Base size: 19H x 12W x 70L mm
Blade Thickness: 3 mm

PN: AC-845-004-02

$35

150 mm Wide Base Machinist Square
Squareness: (α) 33 (β): 35 μm
Base size: 25H x 16W x 100L mm
Blade Thickness: 3 mm

PN: AC-845-006-02

$49
200 mm Wide Base Machinist Square
Squareness: (α) 37 μm (β): 40 μm
Base size: 32H x 16W x 130L mm
Blade Thickness: 4 mm

PN: AC-845-008-02

$59

300 mm Wide Base Machinist Square
Squareness: (α) 47 μm (β): 50 μm
Base size: 32H x 19W x 200L mm
Blade Thickness: 4 mm

PN: AC-845-012-02

$95
600 mm Wide Base Machinist Square
Squareness: (α) 75 μm (β): 80 μm
Base size: 50H x 30W x 350L mm
Blade Thickness: 6 mm

PN: AC-845-024-02

$369

Wide Base Machinist Squares (Grade 2)

Nickel Plated 7 Piece Indexable Lathe Tool Sets

$299
PN: H-11-126-T20 PN: H-11-126-T20

$329
PN: H-11-126-T25 PN: H-11-126-T25

$389
PN: H-11-126-T30 PN: H-11-126-T30

12 MM Shank 16 MM Shank

Set of 25

20 MM Shank

PN: H-11-126-T20

• Corrosion resistant Nickel Plating

Each set includes the following 
tool holders, inserts, torx and 
hex wrenches.
Left & Right Handed CCMT
Tool Holders
Neutral & Right Handed 
DCMT Tool Holders
Right Handed WCMT 
Tool Holder
Grooving Tool Holder & 
Threading Tool Holder

Cut-Off & Grooving 
Lathe Tool Sets

Block Blades Parting Inserts PN

12 mm 19 x 2 & 3 mm GTN-2, GTN-3 H-11-262-T15H-11-262-T15 $259
16 mm 26 x 2 & 3 mm GTN-2, GTN-3 H-11-262-T20H-11-262-T20 $289
20 mm 26 x 2 & 3 mm GTN-2, GTN-3 H-11-262-T30H-11-262-T30 $315
25 mm 32 x 3, 4 & 5 mm GTN-3, GTN-4, GTN-5 H-11-262-T35H-11-262-T35 $479

• Corrosion resistant 
Nickel Plating

PN: H-11-262-T30

Kit includes the following 
ranges of tool block, 
blades and 10 inserts

90° APKT Indexable 
End Mill Set

$279
PN: H-11-373-S40 PN: H-11-373-S40

• Set includes an APKT tool 
holder and 20 TiAlN micro-grain 
carbide inserts

• Suited to semi-finishing of 
general purpose steel

Shank Dia: 16 mm
Length: 85 mm
Cutting Dia: 16 mm
Inserts Pockets: 2

1-13 mm HSS Stepped Head Drill Set

• Stepped head provides 
stability in thin materials

• Superior drilling speeds 
over standard drills

• 135° split point tip.

25 piece set includes 
drill bits from 1 to 
13 mm in 0.5 mm
increments

 

Set of 25

1-13 mm HSS Stepped Head Drill Set

Accud Measurement / Harlingen Engineering

7 Steps:
8.0, 10.0, 12.0, 
14.0, 16.0, 18,0 & 
20.0mm

8 - 20mm 

Step Tip Step Cutter

$18500

Code: 9STM8-20DSD

SPECIAL PRICE INC GST

4 - 12mm 

Step Tip Step Cutter

9 Steps:
4.0, 5.0, 6.0, 7.0, 
8.0, 9.0, 10.0, 11.0 & 
12.0mm

$14000

Code: 9STM4-12DSD

SPECIAL PRICE INC GST

• Genuine Alpha Gold Series drill bits
• 135 Split point cuts faster & reduces wandering
• Fully ground M2 HSS increases drill life
• Titanium nitride coating reduces heat & 

increases lubricity for extended life

Alpha Gold Series 

Drill Sets

$241.00Normal RRP $241.00Normal RRP $229.00Normal RRP

$9900

Code: SM25PB

SPECIAL PRICE
INC GST

25 PCE METRIC

$9900

Code: SI29PB

SPECIAL PRICE
INC GST

29 PCE IMPERIAL

$9900

Code: SM25PBB

SPECIAL PRICE
INC GST

25 PCE METRIC

• Genuine Alpha Black Series drill bits
• Ideal for drilling hard ferrous metals

Alpha Black Series 
Drill Sets

Sizes:
4.0 - 13.0mm

16 Piece

Impact Step Tip Drill Set

$28900
SPECIAL PRICE INC GST

Code: SM16ST

GOLD SERIES
METRIC DRILL SET$18900

Code: SM26TP

SPECIAL PRICE INC GST

SITE
READY

26 PIECE
MORE WORKSITE FEATURES & BENEFITS

UPGRADED DESIGN
NEW

Black Panther
Hi-Tensile 
Industrial Snips
7″ red handled snip
• Hi-Tensile  

Stainless Steel 
blades for            
superior durability

Black Panther 
Hi-Tensile Mini 
Snips Gen II
Black/Red Snip
• Top of blade is 

sharpened for 
knife-like action

• Safety sheath 
for protection 
and storage

• Aluminium free

• Set contents:                
2.0-13.0mm

>>>>

Black Panther 
Industrial Snips
8″ black handled snips
• Stainless Steel 

serrated edge 
blades for increased 
cutting capacity

• Ideal for tough                        
sheet materials

$2995

Code: 29-700

SPECIAL PRICE
INC GST

$4700

Code: 29-702

SPECIAL PRICE
INC GST

$2495

Code: 29-701 

SPECIAL PRICE
INC GST

$3500

Code: 29-512

SPECIAL PRICE
INC GST

Black Panther 
Industrial Snips
7″ black handled snips
• Ideal knife 

replacement tool
• Ideal for multiple 

applications from 
thin wire to Kevlar®

200mm 185mm 185mm 150mm

13 Endeavour St, Warragul VIC 3820
Phone: 03 5623 4444

38 Yarragon Rd, Leongatha VIC 3953
Phone: 03 5662 3100

WARRAGUL LEONGATHA

$29900

Code: SM25CO-PROMO

SPECIAL PRICE INC GST

Alpha Cobalt Series 

Drill Sets

• Genuine alpha 8% cobalt 
jobber drill bits

• Superior for drilling stainless 
steel and high tensile steel

PROMOPROMOBUNDLE!
25   Piece Metric

29   Piece Imperial++    Piece Imperial

steel and high tensile steel

$799.00Normal RRP

$6900

Code: 4401903

SPECIAL PRICE INC GST

19 Pcs D/Blister
Extractor Set Impact 
3/8 Dr 6-19mm

$3500

Code: 9600601

SPECIAL PRICE INC GST

6 Pce
Screwdriver Set

$3900

Code: 04400505

SPECIAL PRICE INC GST

5 Pcs
Extractor Set Impact 
1/2 Dr 19-25mm

$182.00Normal RRP $99.00Normal RRP

$89.00Normal RRP

125mm (5”) VICTOGRAIN125mm (5”) VICTOGRAIN
CC-GRIND ROBUSTCC-GRIND ROBUST

Steel

Stainless Steel
(INOX)

Ultimate Cut-Off Wheels100100 125 1.0X mmX

A/N.: 75650763

$199.00
Sale Price

Each

Australia’s

No.1
Performing
Cut-Off Wheel

BONUS

BONUS
Valued at RRP $59.00

PFERD 3PC PLIER SET

15°-30°
$12.00

Sale Price

Each

A/N.: 64195126

125mm (5”) Ceramic Flap Disc125mm (5”) Ceramic Flap Disc
POLIFAN CO-COOL 40 GritPOLIFAN CO-COOL 40 Grit

$110.00
Sale Price

Each

Value for money, Good stock removal, Popular shapes!

1/4” Shank 1/4” Shank 
MX NCC BURR SETSMX NCC BURR SETS
4pc Set

1 x Cylindrical
1 x Cylindrical Radius
1 x Pointed Tree
1 x Tree Radius

A/N: 75609063

8pc Set
1 x Cylindrical
3 x Cylindrical Radius
1 x Tree Radius
1 x Cone Radius
1 x Pointed Cone
1 x Ball

A/N: 75609064

$240.00
Sale Price

Each

A/N.: 69301064

50mm X 50m50mm X 50m 
ECONOMY ROLLSECONOMY ROLLS

$45.00
Sale Price

Each

GRIT A/N
40 47300049
60 47300050
80 47300051

100 47300052
120 47300053
150 47300054
180 47300055
240 47300056
320 47300057

Highly flexible, abrasive option 
suitable for manual grinding on 
all types of materials.

• Significantly reduced noise, 
vibrations & dust

• Fast stock removal without 
applying pressure

• More work with less effort
• No need for flange set

A/N.: 47803249

125mm (5”)125mm (5”)
POLICLEAN PROPOLICLEAN PRO

• Suits face-down grinding
• High flexibility and no clogging
• Suits steel, aluminium, cast iron plastic and 

more
• For coarse cleaning

• Ceramic grain, cool grinding
• High stock removal
• Trimmable plastic backing

$6.00
Sale Price

Each

$20.00
Sale Price

Each

 CHECK OUT THESE CATALOGUE
SPECIALS IN STORE OR ONLINE
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R3 GARDEN WATER 
HOSE REELS
• RetracataFLEX hybrid 
polymer hose

• Maximum working 
pressure: 150 psi

• Superior flexibility 
& Kink-free under 
pressure

• Supplied with quick 
connect fittings and 
garden nozzle

FLEXIGUN PISTOL GRIP 
GREASE GUN 450G
K29-01
• Delivery 
pressure up to 
10,000 psi

• Flexible 
300mm (12”) 
high pressure 
extension hose

• Maximum viscosity - 
Up to NLGI 2

LEVERGUN® 450G 
GREASE GUN
K45-01
• Delivery pressure 
up to 12,000 psi

• Up to 1.5g per shot
• Maximum viscosity - 
Up to NLGI2

• Supplied with 
150mm steel 
extension and KY 
coupler

BATTERY OPERATED
GREASE GUN
PG450 
• Dispenses up to 12x Grease 
Cartridges per charge free flow

• 2 x 18V 3.0Ah Lithium-ion 
Rechargeable Battery Packs 
included

ALL PURPOSE 
OIL TRANSFER 
PUMP
MAOP20
• Suits between 
20L - 25L drums 
via suction tube 
extender

• 1.8m long delivery 
hose with delivery 
tube and pump 
drain back facility

BOP 20L 
STARTER KIT 
BP20S-UNA
• Pump stem, 
Power Head, 
1.5m Hose and 
gun assembly, 
battery pack 
and charger 
included in 
starter kit

BOP 20L
STEM KIT
BP20X-UNA
• Pump stem, 
1.5m Hose and 
gun assembly only

• Suitable for 
engine oil, gear oil, 
hydraulic oil (oils 
up to SAE140 
viscosity)

MULTI-
PURPOSE GEAR 
OIL PUMP
C7-01
• Pump output: 
100ml/ Stroke

• Suitable for 
15-25L drums

• Kerosene, two 
stroke mix, 
lubricating oils 
up to SAE140

STARTER KIT 
BP20S-UNA
Pump stem, 
Power Head, 
1.5m Hose and 
gun assembly, 
battery pack 
and charger 
included in 

MDT POLY DIESEL TANKS  
• Equipped with premium 
quality 12V Electric diesel 
pump kit

• Delivers flow rate of up to 
40 LPM

• 3/4” x 4m delivery hose
• Anti static hose 

ROTARY VANE FUEL 
PUMP WITH HOSE
L-RPH
• Delivers up to 20 LPM 

(250ml per rev)
• Suitable for diesel, 

kerosene and mineral oils 
up to SAE90

• 1.8m long delivery hose 
with delivery nozzle

LUBEMATE QUICK RELEASE 
GREASE COUPLER
• Delivers pressure up to 10,000 psi
• 1/8” BSP (F) inlet

MDT200L MDT300L MDT400L

$1,390

$550.00 $200.00

$150.00

$250.00 $430.00

$375.00 $375.00 $350.00

$365.00 $390.00

$115.00 $570.00

$170.00 $75.00

$1,650 $1,900 $150.00

$60.00

$40.00

R3 COMPRESSED
AIR/WATER REELS
• Hybrid polymer hose
• Max working pressure: 
250 psi

• Maximum temperature: 
60°C

• Inlet - 3/8” BSP (F)
• Durable

R3 AUSSIE GARDEN REEL
• Hybrid Polymer Hose
• Maximum working pressure: 
150 psi

• Trigger Nozzle with 7 
adjustable spray patterns

• UV Stabilised, impact 
resistant case

C1 SAFETY 
BARRIER REEL
C1BYB5025Y 
YELLOW/BLACK 
TAPE
• 25 m tape length for 
larger barriers

• Tape Lock Off 
function to maintain 
barrier tape tension

• 48mm x 25m Tape

C1 ELECTRICAL 
CABLE REEL
C1EC10A20D-AU 
10A X 20M 
• Automatic spring 
rewind

• Thermal overload 
protection 

• 1.5 metre feed cable
• SAA: AS/NZS 3105 
Compliant

DR425P-03 
1/2” x 25m Beige

DR425G-03 
1/2” x 25m Green

DR425YG-03 
1/2” x 25m - Yellow/Green

AW320B-01 
3/8” x 20m

AW420B-01 
1/2” x 20m

L-QRCXL (LONG NOSE)

L-QRC (BSP)

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

INC.
GST

www.aceindustrial.auwww.aceindustrial.au

970-0055L

$565.00

$50.00 $46.00

• Automatic voltage sensing
• Peak current 1200A (12V)
• 35000mAh capacity
• Back-up power for portable devices
• Powerful 3W/250 lumen torch function

MA35000IR61224

$325.00

6/12/24 Volt Charger

• Up to 20amp output
• Electronic touch button control
• GEL, Flooded (SLA, Deep Cycle, 

AGM), Calcium

Ratcheting Crimping 
Pliers Standard 220mm

• Heavy duty ratcheting 
crimping pliers for fast, 
efficient and easy
crimp work

• Crimp range:
0.5–1, 1.5–2.5, 
4–6(mm2) - 22–18, 
16–14, 12–10 (AWG)

• Suits insulated 
terminals

302021 WS665

Crimper, Cutter & 
Stripper Heavy Duty

• Heavy duty
multi-application tool 
for crimping, cutting 
and stripping

• Suitable for insulated 
and non-insulated 
terminals

• Overall length: 205mm

Soldering Irons

Part No. Voltage Wattage Heat Range Price

302101 240V AC 50Hz 40W 450-480°C $28.00

302102 240V AC 50Hz 60W 460-480°C $30.00

302103 240V AC 50Hz 80W 480-500°C $32.00

302104 240V AC 50Hz 100W 480-500°C $45.00

• Ergonomic bakelite handle 
with rubber grip which is 
comfortable, non conductive 
& heat resistant

• Nichrome with sheet mica 
covered element &
long life tip

Lithium Jump Starter 12V/24V

Wide Mouth Bag 21 Pocket 500mm

K7422
SALE PRICE

$49

Heavy Duty Pedestal 
Fan 750mm
3 Speed

KP1005

SALE PRICE

$229

970-0055L

SALE PRICESALE PRICE

$229$229$229

Heavy Duty Wall Fan
500mm 3 Speed

SALE PRICE

$189

KP1010

True Grit 
Hand Cleaner ner 
Biodegradable able 
with Pumice

R2112A

6"Jockey Wheel 350kg 
Swivel U-Bolt clamp 

SALE PRICE

$82

SALE PRICE

$25

51039M

Auto Shut-Off Diesel Fuel 
Nozzle With Built-In Meter

SALE PRICE

$560

P14 Single Phase Air Compressor:                           
Belt Drive, 10Amp, 2.75HP, 275LPM

00257

SALE PRICE

$1999

WP-WHXC8500E

Portable Utility Generator Max 
8500W, 6750W  

Continuous, Electric Start, AVR 
Equipped 15A

Perfect Unit To Get Wired To Your 
Home For Back Up Power

With Bonus 
Cover

SALE PRICE

$2399

Austfil T-11

AUST1AUST11085KG 0.8mm, 5kg  $85
AUST1AUST11095KG 0.9mm, 5kg  $63 
AUST11125KG 1.2mm, 5kg  $50

Self ShieldedSelf Shielded Flux Cored MIG Wire

9900-SM2

Screw Extractor Set 
with LH Drills

SALE PRICE

$69

Brad Hosking
0429 062 258
brad.hosking@wfi.com.au

Meet your Local WFI 
Insurance Rep, Brad

Insurance issued by Insurance Australia Limited ABN 11 000 016 722 trading as WFI. To see if a product is right for you, always 
consider the Product Disclosure Statement and Target Market Determinations available from wfi.com.au.
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SOUTH Gippsland Shire 
Council will formally ob-
ject to council collecting an 
increased emergency ser-
vices tax on the State Gov-
ernment’s behalf, council-
lors voting unanimously 
on Wednesday to take that 
action.

Some councillors spoke 
out strongly on the issue, 
lashing the Government’s 
efforts to conceal the tax as 
a council charge, Cr Scott 
Rae pulling no punches.

He accused the Victo-
rian Government of using 
council staff to do its dirty 
work.

“Call me cynical but 
what better way to collect 
a tax when you’re already 
unpopular and facing an 
electorate that’s over your 
misappropriation of public 
money,” Cr Rae said.

He noted that the new 
Emergency Services and 
Volunteers Fund charge 
will appear on people’s 
rate notices, leading them 
to blame council and coun-
cillors for the added ex-
pense.

“Thank you Spring 
Street, I look forward to 
the people that’ll spit on 
me on the street while I try 
to explain ‘This isn’t our 
tax’,” Cr Rae declared.

He stressed that he sup-
ports funding the emergen-
cy services but argued the 
tax is disproportionately 
applied.

“A broad acre grazing 
operation will pay more 
than an industrial site in 
metropolitan Melbourne 
and I can assure you that 
a farmer won’t be getting 
equitable turnout of emer-
gency services in the case 
of a fire as an industrial 
site in metro Melbourne,” 
Cr Rae said.

He questioned the avail-
able exemption for emer-
gency service volunteers 
on the primary place of 
residence, noting many 
family-owned farming op-
erations have multiple 
turnout blocks or sites 
and that farmers often live 
in town.

Furthermore, he ex-
pressed concern about 
“financially motivated new 
recruits” to the emergen-
cy services who lack the 
required commitment to 
their roles.

Cr Rae concluded by 
stating his full support of 
Cr Nathan Hersey’s motion 
on the issue that called on 
council to write to the Pre-
mier of Victoria along with 
the State’s treasurer and 
Minister for Local Govern-
ment to object to council 
collecting the tax.

The reasons for that mo-
tion were detailed exten-
sively in the Sentinel-Times 

on Tuesday February 18, 
with key issues being 
council having to collect a 
tax entirely passed on to 
the State Government, the 
disproportionate burden 
on agricultural producers 
and the need for coun-
cil system upgrades that 
would be required.

A further report will now 
be prepared for council, 
examining the challenges 
for South Gippsland Shire 
in administering the tax.

The report will also out-
line options to clearly in-
form rate payers of what is 
a council charge and what 
is a State Government 
charge.

Like Cr Rae, Cr Hersey 
spoke of the dispropor-
tionate impact on those 
in the agricultural sector 
that the rise in emergency 
services charges will have 
compared to the current 
Fire Services Levy.

He said that while the 
average increase on the 
Fire Services Levy across 
South Gippsland would 
be 79.32 percent, that  

increase jumps to 139.24 
percent for primary pro-
duction land, with some 
increase applying to every 
parcel of land in the shire.

“I don’t think it’s appro-
priate that we be collecting 
this in any shape or form 
but if the State continues 
to push this onto us, at 
the least we need to know 
what the impact is to our 
community and how to ad-
dress it,” Cr Hersey said.

Cr Sarah Gilligan said 
while councils have had to 
deal with a lot of sneaky 
cost shifting from higher 
levels of government, there 
is nothing sneaky about 
the latest move, describing 
it as “blatant”.

“We need to have the 
councils of Victoria stand-
ing up against this,” Cr 
Gilligan said, noting the 
State Government has no 
trouble collecting land tax-
es and has the appropriate 
systems in place.

“It seems there is only 
one reason and that is that 
we will take the flack,” she 
said.

Council not willing to cop 
flack for State’s actions

Cr Scott Rae lashed the Victorian Government for 
getting council to do its dirty work. A03_0825

Cr Nathan Hersey is strongly opposed to council 
having to collect the Emergency Services and 
Volunteers Fund charge on behalf of the State 
Government, with Cr Sarah Gilligan one of those 
speaking in support of his motion. A02_0825
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Offshore Geophysical Surveys

Advice to Mariners
The Gippsland Skies Offshore 
Wind Project (the Project) is 
located off the south coast of 
Gippsland approximately 30km 
from Wilsons Promontory and 
50km from Cape Liptrap. We are 
undertaking geophysical surveys 
to inform the Project’s feasibility 
during which a 500m safety 
zone for approaching vessels 
will be managed. This notice 
provides an initial overview of 
our planned geophysical surveys 
with updates to be provided in 
due course.

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION

Offshore geophysical surveys 
are required to map the seafloor 
and identify geological features 
on and below the seabed. 
The surveys will run 24 hours 
per day for approximately 12 
weeks (subject to weather and 
other conditions). The first 
survey campaign will cover the 
Project’s Feasibility Licence 
Area.  A range of environmental 
control measures will be 
implemented during the survey 
program to avoid or minimise 
potential impacts to the marine 
environment. Future surveys 
to be carried out in respect of 
the Project’s proposed offshore 

export cable corridors will be 
the subject of separate notice at 
the relevant time.

ACTIVITY PERIOD

The surveys are expected 
to take approximately 12 
weeks (subject to weather, 
etc), and are currently 
proposed to commence in 
mid-March, subject to weather 
and operational conditions. 
Gippsland Skies will provide 
further information about the 
exact start date once this is 
confirmed with our contractor. 
We will also notify mariners 
once the surveys are complete, 
or in the event of a significant 
change to operations.

ACTIVITY LOCATION

The initial geophysical surveys 
will take place within the 
Project’s Feasibility Licence 
Area, which is located within 
Declared Area OEI-01-2022, 
Part 3.  A map and geographic 
coordinates are provided in 
Figure 1. The vessel is planned 
to undertake the surveys at 
a speed of no greater than 4 
knots and operate along pre-
determined survey lines.

SAFETY ZONE

Gippsland Skies kindly requests 
that all vessels approach no 
closer than 500m of the vessel 
due to the use of submerged 
trailing equipment.

VESSEL CONTACT DETAILS

Vessel contact details will be 
provided once confirmed. 

GENERAL SAFETY ADVICE

The vessel engaged in the 
marine investigation activity 
will exhibit appropriate lights 
and shapes prescribed by the 
International Regulations for 
Preventing Collisions at Sea 
relative to their operations. The 
vessel engaged in the activity 
will also transmit an Automatic 
Identification System (AIS) 
message. 

Further notice will be issued 
before the surveys commence.

For further information, 
contact Ingrid Huitema 
at 0498 029 396 or 
email at ingrid.huitema@
gippslandskies.com.au

Help police identify those responsible 
for Venus Bay wombat deaths

VENUS Bay residents are in 
shock after ten dead wombats, 
believed to have been deliberate-
ly killed, were discovered on the 
roadside on Tuesday February 
18.

Leading Constable Owen 
Gough said police have been ad-
vised that three four-wheel-drives 
may have been involved.

“They were seen driving into Ve-
nus Bay about 10.30 last night,” 
Leading Constable Gough said, 
last Wednesday and is calling for 
anyone with dash cam footage 
that may have captured the ve-
hicles to provide it to police, or 
anyone with information. 

“If we can identify the offenders, 
the Conservation Regulator has a 
compliance team which will inves-
tigate,” he said, stressing ‘destruc-
tion of native wildlife’ is a serious 
offence that can incur significant 
penalties.

“There are a lot of people upset 
about it,” he said, adding some lo-
cals are very distressed.

One longtime resident of Venus 
Bay, Peter Kavanagh is outraged 
by the deliberate destruction of 
the wombats and said this isn’t 
the first time it has happened. 

“In the past 20 years, just about 
every year, at some point, prob-
ably around this time, suddenly, 
there’s a heap of dead wombats,” 
said Peter. 

“We’ve always reckoned that 
somebody’s just coming down 
here and deliberately hunting the 
wombats down with their car.”

Peter lives in the Third Estate 
and drives through the First and 
Second Estates to get home and 
last Wednesday counted a total of 
10 dead wombats on the side of 
the road. 

Even more bizarrely Peter  

noticed the wombats had been 
moved.

“They were all on the side of the 
road, right at the edge of the bi-
tumen. They’d been placed there 
mostly, because, if you’re running 
around hitting them, you might 
have hit them in the middle of 
the road or wherever, but they’ve 
all been put there. It’s too consis-
tent.”

“And unusually I think they were 
all facing the road.”

Peter believes it is a very de-
liberate act rather than a case of 
heightened activity of wombats 
leading to accidental roadkill; and 
he believes there may have been 
more hit that escaped into the 
bush to die.

“This is sport,” said Peter. 
“This is outside school holidays. 

This is outside any holiday. This 
is during the week. This is when 
there’s no traffic down here at Ve-
nus Bay. Now I don’t think, I know, 
that somebody comes down here 
for the express purpose of pursu-
ing and running over and running 
down any wildlife they can find.”

Peter would like to see the per-
petrators dealt with. 

“They need to know how the 
general public feels about them 
and what sort of low lives they 
are,” said Peter. 

“They need to be caught, and 
they need to be made aware of 
what they’re doing.”

Anyone with information or 
footage is encouraged to call In-
verloch Police Station on 5674 
1202 to speak to Leading Senior 
Constable Gough or Sergeant 
Brad Heber. Anonymous reports 
and offers of dashcam or other 
CCTV footage can also be made to 
Crimestoppers on 1800 333 000 
or via the Crimestoppers website.

History-making petition calls 
for no more national parks

LAST week the Liberals and 
Nationals tabled the largest 
petition in Legislative Council 
history as anger brews about 
the State Government pushing 
ahead with the expansion of 
national parks.

More than 40,000 signatures 
have been received for the No 
New National Parks petition, 
which stands up for the rights 
of those who want to keep ac-
cessing our state forests for 
traditional bush activities.

In a massive show of sup-
port, almost 34,000 concerned 
bush users signed up on-line, 
making it the largest e-petition 
in Victorian history for both 
houses of parliament.

Many concerned bush user 
groups will gather on the steps 
of parliament today to make a 
significant statement and raise 
awareness of their fight.

Affected groups include 
those involved in dispersed 
camping, hunting, four-wheel 
driving, hiking, horse-riding, 
mountain biking, prospecting 
and fishing.

We do not need more pad-
locked national parks, which 
are poorly maintained and a 
fire risk.

Neglecting public land leads 
to overgrown tracks and, the 
proliferation of invasive weeds 
and feral pests, which degrade 
the environment and pose a 
threat to native flora and fau-
na.

Shadow Minister for Pub-
lic Land Management, Melina 
Bath, tabled the petition.

“The State Government’s 

flawed policies are not saving 
vulnerable species, through 
neglect and mismanagement it 
is placing them and Victorians 
at a greater risk of bushfire,” 
Ms Bath said.

“The Liberals and Nationals 
will actively manage our public 
land for better environmental 
and recreational outcomes.

“Our historic petition is a 
voice for Victorians who cher-
ish our bush and immerse 
themselves in nature through 
the traditional outdoor ac-
tivities of dispersed camping, 
hunting, four-wheel driving, 
hiking, horse riding, mountain 
biking, prospecting and fish-
ing.”

More than 40,000 signatures have been received for the No 
New National Parks petition, which was tabled by Melina Bath 
last week. 



SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES   |   TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2025   |   15    

Free Kids
Activities

Saturday March 8th 2025
9am to 6pm
Korumburra Showgrounds

Join us to celebrate all things garlic!
Learn how to grow, cook, and taste this
culinary gem, all while enjoying food,
music, and activities with the community!

Adults - $15 , Children under 12 - $5
Concession - $10, Family* - $35

Culinary
Delights

Live Music
Entertainment

Family : 2 adults, 2 children under 16

Chef Cooking
Demos

Meet the
Growers

Book Tickets
now!

www.southgippslandgarlicfestival.auM
E0310

Join us to celebrate all things garlic!
Learn how to grow, cook, and taste this culinary gem, 
all while enjoying food, music, and activities with the community!

Culinary
Delights

Live Music
Entertainment

Chef Cooking
Demos

Free Kids
Activities

Meet the
Growers

Saturday, March 8
9am - 6pm

Korumburra Showgrounds

Book Tickets now!

www.southgippslandgarlicfestival.au

Adults - $15, Children (3-16) - $5
Concession - $10, Family* - $35

* Family : 2 adults, 2 children (3-16)

The dismantling and recycling of Bass 
Strait oil rigs is expected to generate hun-
dreds of local jobs for a largely home-grown 
workforce within two years.

Esso has spent more than $2 billion plug-
ging offshore oil wells over the past six years 
and is now preparing to transport the aban-
doned platforms to Barry Beach Marine Ter-
minal.

To be lifted from the sea by the mammoth 
Valaris107 jack-up vessel each of the decom-
missioned rigs will be hauled onto barges 
and towed to Barry Beach.

Esso plans to have all 12 abandoned plat-
forms relocated to Barry Beach by the first 
quarter of 2028 ready to be recycled by 
Gippsland based CMA Contracting.

According to Esso Project Manager Rich-
ard Perry 60,000 tonnes of steel will be re-
cycled on forty hectares of previously used, 
and currently vacant land at Barry Beach.

CMA Contracting has been contracted to 
start the recycling phase from late 2027.

Esso estimates it will take approximately 
three years to complete the recycling.

With each of the twelve oil and gas plat-
forms towering sixty metres and weighing 
5,000 tonnes the recycling phase of the de-
commissioning project will create 50 to 80 
jobs through to 2030.

Contractor Qube currently has around 
30 personnel at Barry Beach for day to day 
operations supplying and supporting an off-
shore workforce of 400 to 500.

“Qube will prepare the terminal site to re-
ceive the decommissioned platforms gener-
ating another 30 to 40 jobs in 2026,” said 
Mr Perry.

Each of the barges used to transport the 
decommissioned platforms to Barry Beach 
measures approximately 130 metres long by 
30 metres wide and have been specifically 
chosen to avoid any deepening or widening 
of the port or channel.

The main skills that will be required for 
the recycling phase according to Esso are 
boilermakers, heavy equipment operators 
and electricians with additional specialists to 
manage hazardous waste such as asbestos.

Jobs boost as Esso 
recycles oil rigs

THERE’S-nothing so lone-
some, morbid or drear than 
a town with no pub.

They may be putting on 
a brave face but there’s no 
doubt local residents in 
Toora, and the many people 
who visit the town are miss-
ing their favourite watering 
hole at the Royal Standard 
Hotel.

It was with great sadness 
that the Royal Standard Ho-
tel advised patrons earlier 
this month that due to finan-
cial difficulties the Toora pub 
had entered into liquidation.

The company running the 
Royal Standard Hotel said it 
was being wound-up, and the 
pub’s assets sold to pay out-
standing debts to creditors.

The owners apologised 
for any inconvenience and 
thanked the local commu-
nity and staff for their sup-
port and efforts over the past 
eight years.

“It’s been a great ride with 
you all,” posted the owners.

A registered liquidator has 
been appointed to manage 
the administration process.

“Moving forward it is hoped 
to secure new management 
and have the pub operating 
again,” said the owners.

Staff have been over-
whelmed by messages of 
support and love.

Christina and Chris from 
Upper Beaconsfield sitting 
outside the locked doors of 
the Royal Standard Hotel said 
they will miss their Guinness 
on tap at the Toora pub.

“It’s sad, this is a beautiful 
little town.

“We stayed several weeks 

ago and enjoyed it so much 
we decided to come back, 
but the pub was closed.”

Sheryl Jones from the 
Toora Bazaar Market is also 
saddened by the closure of 
the pub.

“Really sad.”
“Every town needs a pub,” 

said Ms Jones.
“Guys go to the pub and 

people go there for social 
functions.

“It’s the oldest pub in the 
area.

“We really can’t lose it.”
Shelley Panton from the 

Panton Store hopes a new 
owner for the Toora pub will 
bring new life into the town.

“No-one wants to see the 
pub closed.

“It’s a bad time for the cur-
rent owners but it’s an op-
portunity for someone else 
to take it on.

”Hopefully it won’t be long 
before a new operator sees 

the scope in the region,” said 
Ms Panton.

Ellen Fabel from Foster re-
members the good times at 
the Royal Standard Hotel.

“It’s sad, I’ve had some 
really lovely dinners down 
there.”

Stephen Scoglio from the 
Tooradeli says a town needs 
a pub.

“The more businesses in 
town the better.

“We’re just hoping it gets 
back up and running as soon 
as possible.

“We’re waiting for the bak-
ery to find a baker and the 
pizza shop is for sale.”

“If they were all up and 
running it would be great for 
the town.”

Toora resident Lachy 
Bowden is disappointed the 
Royal Standard Hotel has 
closed.

“The town feels like it has 
lost a real asset.

“It’s a shock to the system.”
“I hope the pub re-opens,” 

said Mr Bowden.
“Hopefully someone will 

come through and renovate 
it and inspire the town.

“The Toora RSL and Toora 
Bowls Club have both ex-
tended their trading hours.”

Marcus Welsh blamed gov-
ernments for ridiculous al-
cohol taxes.

“Publicans have no choice 
but to pass it on to the cus-
tomers,” said Mr Welsh.

Shelley Panton posted on 
Facebook that we have our 
fingers crossed for you all 
that someone comes along 
and buys the pub very soon 
and the doors can open 
again.

“There is an angel out there 
who would love this opportu-
nity to revive the old dame.”

Who wants to buy a pub?
You can find Love the team 

at Toora Pub on Facebook.

Sad day for the town with no pub

Christina and Chris will miss their Guinness on tap at the 
Toora pub B56_0825

A town needs a pub says 
Stephen Scoglio from the 
Tooradeli B62_0825
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Author Talks
Craft Groups
Movie Sessions and more!

EVENTS—
AT YOUR LOCAL
LIBRARY

EVENTS—
AT YOUR LOCAL

Movie Sessions and more!

1800 44 6954
myli.org.au

Visit myli.org.au to discover what’s on.

EVENTS—EVENTS—
AT YOUR LOCAL

1800 44 6954

Movie Sessions and more!

EVENTS—
AT YOUR LOCAL

myli.org.au

Visit myli.org.au to discover what’s on.

LIBRARY

Visit myli.org.au to discover what’s on.

Amber
Creek
Sawmill

Dan: 0428 446 967
timber@ambercreek.com.au

www.ambercreeksawmillling.au

Amber
Creek
Sawmill

ITS MORE THAN 
JUST WOOD TO US 

x Dan on 0428 446 967
s timber@ambercreek.com.au
Open:  Mon to Wed 8am to 4pm
155 Mackins Road, Fish Creek

Specialising in Shiplap Cladding 
Cypress Macrocarpa and Southern Blue gum 
Various profiles and widths available
Quality timber for your projects.

ME0211-V2

THERE’S plenty happening at Myli 
– My Community Library, with a fan-
tastic mix of author events, creative 
workshops, social meetups and 
more.

Join a Book Chat session at our 
libraries in Phillip Island, Inverloch, 
Waterline, Wonthaggi, Leongatha or 
Foster, or drop into a monthly movie 
screening at Korumburra, Mirboo 
North, Wonthaggi and Leongatha. 
Korumburra Library’s Chatty Café 
is the perfect place for a cuppa and 
conversation, with upcoming top-
ics including jewellery and craft, 
gardening, and a discussion on The 
Reluctant Deckhand by Lorraine de 
Kleuver. 

Over at Leongatha Library, unwind 
at our adults-only craft evenings—
March’s session will focus on mak-
ing junk journals, and no experi-
ence is needed.  

Need help with your device? Our 
Tech Sessions at Korumburra, In-
verloch, Wonthaggi and Mirboo 
North offer one-on-one support for 
all your tech questions.  

Book lovers won’t want to miss 
our upcoming author talks at Inver-
loch Library. The much anticipated 
launch of Bringing Home the Bakery 
with the Invy Baker is sure to be a 
popular event. On March 22, Anne 
Buist and Graeme Simsion will visit 
to discuss The Oasis. 

If you prefer to join from home, 
don’t miss the exclusive online event 
on March 11, where journalist, mu-
sician, and activist Paulie Stewart 
OAM will chat with Claire Halliday 
about his memoir, All the Rage. His 
story explores his incredible jour-
ney from fronting the punk band 
Painters and Dockers to his work in 
humanitarian causes. 

Kate Mildenhall will be joining 
us on Friday 28 February to chat 
about her latest book celebrating 
grandmothers and their secret reci-
pes. This event is presented by the 
Friends of Inverloch Library and 
tickets are $15. Tickets must be 
purchased in advance at myli.au/
kmfoil.  

At Wonthaggi Library, the Chess 
Club meets every Monday for a re-
laxed and friendly game, while our 
monthly Jewellery Making sessions 
are perfect for craft lovers—just 
bring your own supplies! 

Film fans can also look forward 
to the Monthly Saturday Film Chat 
with Tim and Neil, where each ses-
sion explores a different film genre, 
favourite scenes, and what makes 
great storytelling on screen.  

For more information on free 
events at your local library, visit 
myli.au/events or call us on 1800 44 
6954. Whether you’re here to learn, 
create, or connect, we look forward 
to seeing you at the library!  

Exciting events at 
your local library  

Have a heart Bass Coast Shire
A CORINELLA pensioner 

with a serious heart condition 
wants to know why he can’t 
have a clear, level footpath 
around his home so he can 
ride his motorised scooter to 
the general store.

A heart attack some years 
ago has left Mr Buck unable 
to walk more than one hun-
dred metres without becoming 
breathless.

Overhanging palm trees and 
a recently graded culvert drain 
have made Graeme Buck’s 
motorised scooter near im-
possible to navigate along the 
unsealed grass and dirt track 
around his century old home.

“I’ve lived here for 41 years,” 
said Mr Buck.

“Why can’t I have a decent 
footpath like others in the 
town?”

Mr Buck has been using a mo-
torised scooter for ten years.

“I can’t use the road because 
of the number of cars on the 
road.”

“There is no footpath to go to 
the shop.”

Even using a ride-on mower 

to mow his nature strip has 
become hazardous for Mr 
Buck.

“I can’t use the mower any-
more because of the uneven 
ground,” he complained.

A recently graded culvert 
drain alongside Mr Buck’s 
property also made him angry.

“It’s hard to get anything 
done around here.

“The stormwater will never 
run along these drains.”

Bass Coast Council has told 
Mr Buck the culvert drain is 
now a VicRoads responsibility.

“I asked for a concrete cul-
vert and received a four-page 
reply explaining why that can’t 
be done,” said Mr Buck.

“It’s the main road into 
town.”

Recently warned by his 
doctors that his health was 
deteriorating Mr Buck can-
not understand why the low 
hanging palm trees around his 
home can’t be trimmed and 
the walking path levelled and 
cleared of rocks.

“That’s not too much to ask 
is it?”

Corinella resident Graeme Buck wants a clear pathway for 
his motorised scooter. B03_0825

Peri Urban Councils ask for housing help from governments
PERI Urban Councils Vic-

toria  (PUCV) has taken to 
Canberra its push to secure 
government funding to open 
up land for housing develop-
ments and provide commu-
nity infrastructure in Victo-
ria’s high-growth zones.

Led by new Deputy Chair 
Cr Brett Tessari from Bass 
Coast Shire Council, the 
delegation met with federal 
ministers and shadow min-
isters responsible for re-
gional development, local 
government, infrastructure 
and housing.

Cr Tessari said the delega-
tion welcomed the oppor-
tunity to discuss its policy 
proposal in person with de-
cision makers last week.

“Our municipalities are the 
gateway to regional Victoria 
and we are on the frontline 
of rapid population growth, 
but our low rate base limits 
our ability to fund the criti-
cal infrastructure we need,” 
Cr Tessari said.

“We want to support growth 
and be part of the solution 
to the housing crisis, but we 
do need government to part-
ner and invest in essential 
infrastructure for new hous-
ing developments, such as 
roads, water and power,” Cr 
Tessari said.

“We also need government 

investment in public facili-
ties, such as libraries, pools 
and sports venues, to ensure 
areas of new growth are vi-
brant and connected com-
munities,” Cr Tessari said.

In its pre-budget submis-
sion to both the state and 
federal governments, PUCV 
has recommended two funds 
be set up to support infra-
structure planning and de-
velopment in high-growth 
peri urban areas. They are:

•a federally adminis-
tered  Capital Investment 
Fund that provides grants to 
peri urban councils for com-
munity infrastructure (such 

as sports facilities, libraries 
and community centres); and

• a State Government ad-
ministered  Development 
Contributions Plan (DCP) Fu-
ture Fund that allows peri ur-
ban municipalities to borrow 
against DCP agreements to 
fund early-stage infrastruc-
ture projects such as water, 
sewerage and drainage.

The combined population 
of Victoria’s eight peri urban 
municipalities is well over 
300,000. By 2031, that num-
ber is expected to grow by at 
least 30 per cent.

Cr Tessari said peri urban 
areas were popular among 

people wanting to leave the 
city and settle in local towns 
and villages, which offer a 
range of diverse lifestyle, 
tourism, agricultural and 
economic pursuits.

 “Our limited rate base has 
reduced our ability to effec-
tively plan for high levels of 
urban growth and provide 
services and facilities for new 
residents,” Cr Tessari said.

“PUCV members are look-
ing forward to continuing 
the conversations we have 
had with our parliamentari-
ans this week so we can plan 
for the future together,” Cr 
Tessari said.

Cr Brett Tessari from Bass Coast Shire Council, led the PUVC delegation meeting with 
federal ministers and shadow ministers responsible for regional development, local 
government, infrastructure and housing.
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Saturday March 1  •  11 am - 1 pm
Korumburra Community Hub Grounds

and Boston Lane (Below Hub) 
All welcome, enjoy FREE FOOD & DONUT

Korumburra be prepared
Before – During – After Disasters

Community Event

DESTINATION Phillip Island is 
holding a key industry event this 
March - The Next Wave: Growth, 
Wellness & the Power of AI.

 This will be a dynamic event 
bringing together operators, in-
novators, and thought leaders, to 
explore emerging trends and gain 
insights into what’s coming next.

As the world is changing, so is 
the way we travel, work, and con-
nect. AI is transforming experi-
ences, wellness is becoming a 
priority not a luxury, and sustain-
able growth is driving innovation 
across industries.

Two world class keynote speak-
ers will be presenting. 

Global marketing expert Katrina 
McCarter  will demonstrate how 
to future proof business through 
understanding six generations of 
consumers, backed by data driven 
insights.

Australia’s leading futur-
ist,  Steve Sammartino  will show 
how AI can become a business ally 
for organisations quick, smart 
and brave enough to embrace it.

There will also be  two panel 
discussions focused on how busi-
nesses can be leveraging the re-
gion’s emerging wellness offering, 
and marketing and storytelling, 
where attendees will gain practi-
cal insights and strategies to meet 
evolving consumer needs and tap 
into new market opportunities.

Ticket includes tea and coffee 
on arrival, morning tea, lunch and 
afternoon tea and tickets can be 
found at trybooking. 

See the program at  visitphillip-
island.com.au/destination-phillip-
island

To be held on Tuesday March 
25, 9am – 4pm at Penguin Parade, 
1019 Ventnor Rd, Summerlands, 
Phillip Island.

Tourism Industry 
conferenceSean celebrates 10 years of volunteer  

service at Maru Koala and Animal Park
SEAN Kelleher recently 

marked a significant milestone 
in his life—10 years of dedi-
cated service as a volunteer at 
Maru Koala and Animal Park. 
Joining him in the celebration 
were Stuart Daniel, the park 
manager, and Dylan Rielly, the 
volunteer coordinator, as they 
honoured Sean’s contribution 
to the park and the animals.

Over the past decade, Sean 
has become an integral part 
of the Maru team. He has as-
sisted the keepers in various 
activities, from kangaroo talks 
to animal care, gaining a wealth 
of experience and learning new 
skills along the way. His pas-
sion for science and wildlife 
conservation is evident in his 
commitment to the park, espe-
cially when it comes to caring 
for injured animals.

One of Sean’s key responsibil-
ities is helping the keepers as-
sess and care for all the wildlife, 
including the injured wildlife. 
Recently, he was involved in car-
ing for a baby possum, ensuring 
the animal’s safety and well-be-
ing. If any injuries are detected, 
the animals are quickly taken to 
the Gippsland Veterinary Clinic 
for treatment. Sean’s training 
and hands-on experience have 
made him a valuable asset to 
the team, where he regularly 
observes and participates in the 
rehabilitation of injured and or-
phaned animals. “It’s great to be 
a part of the release of treated 
wildlife.” 

The training volunteers like 
Sean receive at Maru gives them 
a strong foundation in animal 

care. As part of this, volunteers 
not only help with daily tasks 
but also learn how to handle 
and care for various animals, 
which may include keeping a 
close eye on the kangaroos that 
have been raised in captivity or 
are being released back into the 
wild.

Sean’s journey at Maru began 
with Interactive Australia find-
ing him work experience. This 
volunteer role has helped Sean 

with social interaction through 
his connection with keepers 
and other volunteers.

One of the animals Sean has 
formed a special bond with is 
Luna, an albino kangaroo born 
at the park. Raised by hand, 
Luna is known for her gentle 
and curious nature, which 
makes her a favourite among 
visitors. The park’s dedication 
to caring for these animals is 
reflected in the way they raise 

kangaroos like Luna and her 
father Ice (also an albino) in a 
controlled, compassionate envi-
ronment.

“Luna is very friendly, she 
loves a pat and eating from your 
hand,” said Sean. 

The celebration of Sean’s 10-
year service was marked by a 
luncheon, where his contribu-
tions to the park and his pas-
sion for wildlife conservation 
were celebrated by all.

Maru Koala and Animal Park volunteer Sean Kelleher with Stuart Daniel (Park Manager) and 
Dylan Rielly (Volunteer Coordinator) celebrating Sean’s 10 year of service.
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Skin Cancer
Checks

Bass Coast Skin Doctors
If you have a history of sunburn, multiple
spots, previous skin cancer, or a family
history of melanoma, you are at risk of
skin cancer.

What to bring:
Medicare card
Concession/
Pension card

P: 03 5618 7007
E: hello@basscoastskindoctors.com.au
180 Graham St, Wonthaggi VIC 3955 basscoastskindoctors.com.au

Book a detailed skin check today with
one of our accrediated doctors.

A skin check at Bass Coast Skin Doctors
can literally save your life.

Appointments
available now

Skin Cancer
Checks

Bass Coast Skin Doctors
If you have a history of sunburn, multiple
spots, previous skin cancer, or a family
history of melanoma, you are at risk of
skin cancer.

What to bring:
Medicare card
Concession/
Pension card

Book a detailed skin check today with
one of our accrediated doctors.

A skin check at Bass Coast Skin Doctors
can literally save your life.

Appointments
available now

Skin Cancer
Checks

Bass Coast Skin Doctors
If you have a history of sunburn, multiple
spots, previous skin cancer, or a family
history of melanoma, you are at risk of
skin cancer.

What to bring:
Medicare card
Concession/
Pension card

P: 03 5618 7007
E: hello@basscoastskindoctors.com.au
180 Graham St, Wonthaggi VIC 3955 basscoastskindoctors.com.au

Book a detailed skin check today with
one of our accrediated doctors.

A skin check at Bass Coast Skin Doctors
can literally save your life.

Appointments
available now

Join us! 
Tour a Landcare  
nursery and workshop 
ideas for your  
Landcare group!

Inspiring
future
Landcare
workshop

Sunday, March 2
10am-12.30pm
Korumburra Landcare Group Nursery, Bena

Free event supported by Melbourne Water

Scan QR code for more 
information and to register

Contact: jane@sgln.net.au
0419 761 531
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SOUTH Gippsland Land-
care Network invites you 
to a free and interactive 
workshop exploring the 
synergies between commu-
nity interests and Land-
care, strengthening local 
Landcare groups and in-
creasing participation. The 
day includes:
• �An interactive work-

shop facilitated by Jen-
ny O’Sullivan to build 
bridges between people’s 
diverse interests and 
Landcare opportunities

• �Tour of Korumburra 
Landcare Group’s new 
nursery with the won-
derful and inspiring Jim 
Ahon 

• Light lunch and refresh-
ments provided

 Facilitated by Jenny 
O’Sullivan this workshop 
is open to all community 
members. Jenny is well 
known for her role in pro-
moting sustainable, pro-
ductive agriculture, partic-
ularly in Gippsland where 
she and her husband run 
a 680 ha beef and sheep 
property.  

Over the years, Jenny 
has helped develop and 
deliver many initiatives to 
encourage people to adopt 
sustainable management 
practices. She is passion-
ate about developing the 
capacity of people and has 
extensive experience facili-
tating meetings and run-
ning leadership and men-
toring programs.

Details:
• �Ideas Passion Mashing 

Workshop facilitated by 

Jenny O’Sullivan and 
nursery tour with Jim 
Ahon.

• �Sunday, March 2, 10am-
12.30pm at the Korum-
burra Landcare Group’s 
nursery at Bena (address 
on registration)

• �Cost: Free! Lunch pro-
vided.

• �All welcome although 
there will be targeted dis-
cussion at the workshop 
for the Loch, Nyora, Mt 
Lyall, Poowong or Tri-
holm areas.

• �Registration essential: In-
spiring the future of Land-
care - Nursery Tour and 
Landcare Ideas Workshop

Inspiring the future of Landcare

Everyone is invited to 
a free and interactive 
workshop exploring 
the  synergies between 
community interests and 
Landcare, strengthening 
local Landcare groups and 
increasing participation.

THE Leongatha Red Cross branch 
is inviting the community to a fun-
draising Coffee Morning at the 
Woorayl Golf Club as part of Red 
Cross Calling month. 

The event, set for Tuesday, 11 
March at 10am, aims to raise funds 
to support Red Cross initiatives in 
Australia and overseas. 

Member of the Leongatha Red 
Cross Committee, Lois Young is 
thrilled to see the event return to the 
Woorayl Golf Club, which has hosted 
it throughout recent years. 

“It’s a nice atmosphere, everyone 
can sit and have a chat and buy 
some raffle tickets. It’s a really nice 
morning out,” Lois said.

For just $5, attendees will gain 
entry and go in the draw for a door 
prize. The event will feature a stall 
selling homemade cakes, fresh veg-
etables, plants, jams and more, as 

well as a raffle with a variety of do-
nated prizes. 

Guest speaker Wendy Caple, a ded-
icated Red Cross Emergency Servic-
es volunteer, will share crucial infor-
mation on emergency preparedness. 
Her talk will focus on what people 
should have ready in case they need 
to evacuate quickly and how to stay 
prepared. 

Wendy has played a significant role 
in providing psychological aid dur-
ing emergencies and has spoken at 
schools about disaster prepared-
ness.

Leongatha Red Cross Unit Secre-
tary, Cathy Curwood, highlighted the 
history of the event. “Our morning 
teas originally started at Lois Young’s 
home in 2015. As numbers grew, we 
moved to the RSL Annex in 2017 
and then, in 2019, to the Woorayl 
Golf Club, which has generously 

provided its rooms free of charge.”
Over the years, the event has wel-

comed guest speakers covering a 
range of topics. Past speakers in-
clude Wendy Caple, who spoke about 
Emergency Services during the Mal-
lacoota floods, Carissa Bevis on the 
Gippsland drought, and Regional 
Board Convenor Sandy Ridge, who 
shared her journey with Red Cross 
from her early days in England.

The Red Cross Calling campaign 
is a national fundraising initiative 
that runs throughout March. Funds 
raised help Red Cross provide sup-
port to people facing hardship, both 
locally and internationally.

All members of the public are 
encouraged to attend. “We love 
to see anybody,” Lois said. “It’s 
a great way to support the Red 
Cross and enjoy a wonderful com-
munity gathering.”

Support Red Cross at Leongatha’s 
community coffee morning

Red Cross members enjoying last year’s morning tea fundraiser at the Woorayl Golf Club. 
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What You’ll Learn:

Snake Bite First Aid
& Safety:
Free Community Education Session

Would you know what to do after a snake bite?
In South Gippsland, snake encounters are common, and knowing how to
respond calmly and apply the correct first aid can save lives.

Join us for a FREE, hands-on community education session, where local
health experts will teach you how to recognise snakes, apply first aid, and
understand emergency response procedures.

✔ How to identify local venomous snakes and understand their behaviour
✔ What to do (and NOT do) if bitten
✔ Correct pressure bandage application—hands-on practice
✔ Why immobilisation is critical in first aid
✔ What happens when paramedics arrive and how hospitals treat snake bites

This interactive session is ideal for families, outdoor workers,
nature lovers, and anyone who wants to feel prepared.

Event Details:
GSHS Korumburra Campus (Resource Centre)

Thursday 27th February | 5:30 – 6:30 PM

GSHS Leongatha Campus (IPCC Centre)
Thursday 6th March | 7:00 – 8:00 PM

FREE EDUCATION SESSION – bookings essential
Reserve your spot now!

Scan the QR code or visit:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/snake-bite-first-aid-safety-
free-community-education-session-tickets-1247601051329

Scan Me!
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Metro Quarry Group site
5875 South Gippsland Hwy, Nyora

(opposite Lang Lang Golf Course)(opposite Lang Lang Golf Course)
Market Stall & Enquiries: KorumburraWHTR@gmail.com

Find us on Facebook - Korumburra Working Horse and Tractor Rally
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15-16 March 2025
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SOUTH Gippsland Shire 
Council is seeking communi-
ty feedback on potential loca-
tions and ideas to help shape 
the design a new skatepark 
in Foster. A pre-design work-
shop will be held at the Foster 
Basketball Stadium (Station 
Road, Foster) on Thursday 
February 27 from 4 pm to 6 
pm.

 This workshop is the first 
in a series of opportunities 
for community members to 
share their vision and help 
shape a skatepark that meets 
the needs of users. Once the 
initial draft designs have 
been developed, they  will be 
distributed for further com-
munity feedback  and refine-
ment before they are present-
ed to Council to determine 
the next steps.

 “The initial phase of devel-
oping a new skatepark in Fos-
ter presents an opportunity 
to gather community feed-
back on the current skate-
park’s strengths and areas 
for improvement. We are ea-
ger to hear your thoughts on 
preferred features for both 
beginner and advanced skat-
ers. Your input is crucial in 
creating a space that is func-
tional and enjoyable for ev-
eryone,” said Mayor of South 
Gippsland Shire Council, 
John Schelling.

SGSC are confident that 
with the community’s sup-
port and enthusiasm, a vi-
brant and dynamic space for 
skaters can be designed.

  Come along and get in-
volved to help shape the fu-
ture of this new community 
facility.

MIRBOO North locals will experi-
ence Telstra mobile disruptions from 
today, until Thursday February 27, as 
one of the two mobile base stations 
will be switched off.

Customers should receive texts ad-
vising of the disruption.

Landline services, NBN internet ser-
vices, and mobile coverage from other 
providers will not be impacted.

Locals can continue to make calls 
and send texts during disruption to 
mobile services by switching on Wi-Fi 
Calling. This is a free setting on most 
popular mobile phones and allows 
your mobile to make and receive mo-
bile calls while connected to Wi-Fi.

Telstra encourage business owners 
to talk to their bank about connect-
ing their EFTPOS terminals to their 
NBN  or Wi-Fi connection to prevent 
delays in processing transactions.

The disruptions are part of upgrades 
to the stations that services Mirboo 
North to increase 4G and 5G capacity 
for the community.

The upgrades are said to improve 
the mobile site’s capacity, meaning 
faster downloads, smoother stream-
ing, and less congestion.

Telstra Regional General Manager 
for Eastern Victoria, Jenny Gray said, 
“We know how important mobile con-
nectivity is for Australians, whether 
you’re in the city or the country.”

“As data use over our mobile network 
continues to grow, adding additional 
4G and 5G capacity to our mobile 
site in the area will help deliver faster 
downloads, smoother streaming, and 
less congestion for customers.”

“While disruption is required while 
the upgrade is underway, we’ll only be 
switching off the site when we need to 
and will have it back online and work-
ing better than ever as quickly as pos-
sible.”

Mirboo North Telstra 
customers face 

disruptions this week

Dolly’s library starts in the community
A PROGRAM to inspire vul-

nerable children in the South 
Gippsland region to expand 
their reading has officially 
rolled out.

Gippsland Southern Health 
Service (GSHS) has intro-
duced the Dolly Parton Imag-
ination Library to the region 
to deliver books monthly to 
children aged 0-5 years.

The Imagination Library is a 
free book gifting program sup-
porting vulnerable or high-
risk families with high-quali-
ty, age-appropriate books sent 
monthly in the mail. 

The program also provides 
tip sheets for parents or care-
givers to help them enhance 
book time at home.

Within the first few weeks, 
seven children from the South 
Gippsland area have signed 
on to the program and num-
bers are expected to grow. 
The children will continue to 
receive monthly books until 

they turn 5-years-old.
GSHS allied health staff 

and the paediatric team have 
developed inclusion criteria 
and are working with mater-
nal child health nurses, sup-
ported playgroup facilitators 
and midwives to identify and 
refer appropriate children 
into the program. GSHS 
is also supporting South 
Gippsland Supported Play-
groups with books to model 
to parents how to get the 
most out of book time in the 
community.

GSHS Allied Health Man-
ager Sara Mullery said there 
had been some fantastic out-
comes from the Imagination 
Library in other regions and 
she expected great results for 
South Gippsland. 

“There is strong evidence 
of this program improving 
the quality and enjoyment 
around book time and lon-
ger-term positive outcomes 

around literacy, language, 
attachment and confidence,” 
she said. 

GSHS will collect data at 
key milestones throughout 
the project to demonstrate its 
positive impact for the South 
Gippsland community.

The program is funded by 
GSHS along with key com-
munity fundraisers includ-
ing Freemasons, South 
Gippsland Shire Council, 
Uncle Bobs Club, Koringal 
Women’s Service Club, KCDA, 
Lyrebird Auxiliary and the Ko-
rumburra Lions. The Outtrim 
Masonic Lodge recently sup-
ported the launch with a 
$5000 donation to the library.

United Way Australia coor-
dinates the program in Aus-
tralia and will mail the books 
to children registered in 
South Gippsland.  More than 
one million books have been 
sent to Australian children 
over the past decade.

Help design 
Foster’s skatepark

The Outtrim Masonic Lodge recently supported the launch of the Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library with a $5000 donation to the library.
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Working for Gippsland South
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Danny
State Member for Gippsland South

SHOP LOCAL
AND SUPPORT
LOCAL JOBS

(03) 5144 1987
danny.obrien@parliament.vic.gov.au
54B Cunninghame St, Sale VIC 3850
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Consulting at 3 Grandview Gr, Cowes & 42 Murray St, Wonthaggi
Telehealth appointments available

admin@drjessicaholden.com.au  (03) 5642 6600
HealthLink and Medical Objects referrals accepted

IVF & ovulation induction
Endometriosis

Menstrual disorders
Minimally invasive &

hysteroscopic surgery
Polycystic Ovarian Syndrome

Ovarian cysts
Family Planning

Colposcopy

H
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POWLETT River Primary School (PRPS) 
has been awarded $298,909 through the 
Victorian Government’s 2024-25 State 
Budget Capital Works Fund, one of 58 
schools selected to receive funding for 
building projects aimed at enhancing 
school environments, improving condi-
tions, and promoting inclusion. PRPS will 
use the grant to create an outdoor inclu-
sive learning area.

Principal Wendy Nicol said this fund-
ing will help create an outdoor learning 
space that features different zones using 
as many reclaimed materials in construc-
tion as possible. 

“Students will help in designing the zones, 
but we expect they would like an imagina-
tion station for loose parts construction, 
an outdoor stage, a sound scape zone, a 
meeting place and a quiet zone,” said Wen-
dy. “Pathways will lead to the various zones 
of which students will help name.” 

The school had a lot of support in their 
application from the community, includ-
ing letters from parents, students, staff 
and local MP Jordan Crugnale. “Parent 
Holly Russell helped bring the ideas to-
gether in a design for the application,” 
said Wendy. 

“This outdoor learning area will en-
hance the school’s OUTSIDE program. 
OUTSIDE (Outdoors, Understanding, 
Teamwork, Skills, Immersion, Discovery, 
Exploration) is a program designed by the 
school’s staff to help students develop re-
silience, social skills and to learn about 
themselves, others and the world.” 

The idea came from staff learning about 
the importance of being outside and the 
importance of play in a child’s develop-
ment, and this grew from the thinking 
behind bush kinder programs, secondary 
outdoor school programs, and other re-
search about wellbeing. 

In 2025 OUTSIDE will be twice a term 
with the aim to have the program one day 
a week in 2026. 

“The planning stage of the project will 
start soon; the Victorian School Building 
Authority (VSBA) has started the tender 
process for a design consultant.” 

Powlett River Primary 
grant to enhance outdoor 

learning environment
Cape Barren Geese fly north  
for the summer to Corinella
‘HAVE you ever seen one of 

these wonderful birds?’ Parks 
Victoria asks on Facebook.

Margaret Ryan has seen plen-
ty of Cape Barren Geese right 
across from her home in Cori-
nella.

Named after Cape Barren 
Island in Bass Strait the Cape 
Barren Goose (Cereopsis no-
vaehollandiae) is a very large, 
pale grey goose with a relatively 
small head.

They are unique to Australia 
and are often seen in pairs.

At Coronet Bay you are more 
likely to see Cape Barren Geese 
in large groups.

Very common on Phillip Is-
land and Churchill Island and 
to some extent around Venus 
Bay and Tarwin Lower the 
Cape Barren Goose is a recent 
visitor to Corinella.

“We often saw kangaroos in 
town,” said Ms Ryan.

“Kangaroos with the cows 
and around the houses but not 
Cape Barren Geese.”

According to Ms Ryan a 
handful of Cape Barren Geese 
first arrived a few years ago but 
at last count that number had 
grown to 35 geese.

“They are huge, but they’re 
not a nuisance,” said Ms Ryan.

“I’ve seen them up close at 
Phillip Island.”

Cape Barren Geese are part 
of the Phillip Island Wildlife 
Plan.

According to the Department 
of Energy, Environment and 
Climate Action (DEECA) Cape 
Barren Geese numbers have 
increased by an estimated 354 
to 3120 geese since 2023.

DEECA attributes the in-
crease in geese numbers to 
ideal habitat, abundant food 
resources and a lack of natural 
predators.

“The population growth and 
movement of Cape Barren 
Geese is the focus of a current 
research project to form an 
understanding of the species’  

migration patterns, impacts 
and growth,” said DEECA.

“The research is beginning to 
uncover information not previ-
ously known about the species 
and will continue until 2027 
which will subsequently inform 
future management strategies.”

The Cape Barren Goose is 
described as a grazing bird, 
predominantly eating common 
island tussock grass as well as 
spear grass and various herbs 
and succulents.

Legumes and pasture grass-
es are also on the Cape Barren 

Goose’s menu.
Cape Barren Geese are now 

fully protected in all states and 
territories.

The geese were once hunted 
to near extinction for food and 
eggs and culled as agricultural 
pests.

The 21st Spring Cape Bar-
ren Goose survey for Phillip Is-
land (Millowl) was undertaken 
in early November 2024 by a 
team consisting of volunteers, 
interns, local landholders, 
Bunurong Land Council and 
Phillip Island Nature Parks.

A PhD project from the Uni-
versity of Melbourne com-
menced in August 2024.

100 GPS loggers were fit-
ted to track the movements of 
geese with another 200 num-
bered plastic collars planned to 
be attached over the next year.

To date extensive movements 
of geese have been recorded.

Some geese have travelled 
almost 100 kilometres from 
Rhyll to a reservoir near Mor-
well while others reached 
Yanakie near Wilsons Promon-
tory about 95 km from Phillip 
Island.

More reading on the Cape 
Barren Goose can be found 
at cdn.environment.sa.gov.au/
clelandwildlifepark/docs/Sep-
tember-2023.pdf or the Aus-
tralian Museum at australian.
museum/learn/animals/birds/
cape-barren-goose/

Margaret Ryan on the lookout for Cape Barren Geese from 
her home in Corinella B39_0825

Inverloch stamp and coin fair a must see for avid philatelists
A COLLECTOR of stamps 

since she was young Inverloch 
philatelist Janet Davies has a 
simple warning for stamp col-
lectors keen to attend the an-
nual Anderson Inlet Stamp and 
Coin Fair on March 8.

“Be careful not to buy some-
thing you already have.”

Make a list is Janet’s advice, 
and bring a pair of tweezers and 
a magnifying glass.

Keen stamp collectors will 
know the feeling.

Numismatists and philatelists 
can find pre-decimal stamps 
and coins, first day covers, spe-
cial issues from the Australian 
Mint, and rare collectables hard 
to resist.

“I started collecting stamps 
when I was a girl,” said Janet.

Among Janet’s lifetime collec-
tion are stamps from Australia 
and the territories including 
Papua New Guinea and Costa 
Rica.

“My daughter was a student in 
Costa Rica for twelve months.

“From the letters, I received 
I built up quite a collection of 
Costa Rica stamps.”

Among Janet’s rare stamps 
are penny and halfpenny 
stamps from an era when a 
penny or one cent stamp was 
the cost of sending a letter.

Janet has armfuls of stamp 
albums including five albums 
of Australian stamps and three 
from Papua New Guinea and 
New Zealand.

“Some club members have 
very large collections,” said Ja-
net.

The Anderson Inlet Stamp 
Club Stamp and Coin Fair will 
be held at the Inverloch Uniting 
Church Hall in William Street 
on Saturday March 8, from 
9am to 3pm.

Money raised from the sale 
of stamps and postcards will 
go towards the Uniting Church 

Frontier Services Fund to pro-
vide relief for those suffering 
from physical, emotional, spiri-
tual or economic distress in 
Australia and overseas.

Grants of between $4,000 
and $5,000 have recently been 
made for relief work in Zambia, 
bush chaplains and construc-
tion of buildings in the Solomon 
Islands.

Each week metropolitan vol-
unteers spend hours sorting 
donated stamps.

“Occasionally they find a 
stamp worth many dollars,” 
said Janet.

The Uniting Church stamp 
collectors charity is called ‘Sam-
my the Stamp’.

The Anderson Inlet Stamp 
Club meets on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 
the Uniting Church in Williams 
Street at 1.30pm.

New members are always wel-
come.

Inverloch stamp collector 
Janet Davies preparing for 
the Anderson Inlet Stamp 
and Coin Fair. B50_0825

WONTHAGGI Police expressed their 
disappointment on social media last Fri-
day about five people driving at exces-
sive speeds on Korumburra Road, in the 
40km/h school zone near St Joseph’s Pri-
mary School.

Just a little bit over? No, one of them 
more than 20km/h above, as follows:
• �56km/h. A 40-year-old female from Ko-

rumburra. $395.00 fine.
• �64km/h. A 42-year-old male from North 

Wonthaggi. $395.00 fine.
• �53 km/h. A 60-year-old male from North 

Wonthaggi. $395.00 fine.
• �57km/h. A 61-year-old female Kongwak. 

$395.00 fine.
• �55 km/h. A 38-year-old male from Wattle 

Bank. $395.00 fine.
School zones are hotspots for kids and 

police, so be warned.

School kids at risk
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Small acts
make a 
big impact.
These items cannot be put in your mixed recycling bin: glass crockery and window glass, 
shredded paper, tissues and paper towels, recycling in plastic bags and soft plastics.

These items can make it harder to sort the recyclable material and turn them into new 
things.

Find out more: www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/recycling
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HISTORIC CAR SHOW LEONGATHA RESERVE
AUSTIN HEALEYS: RACING, RALLYING, SHOW CARSAUSTIN HEALEYS: RACING, RALLYING, SHOW CARS

Cars from
Bathurst

Targa Tasmania
Historic Racing

Classic Adelaide
Peking to Paris

Wednesday 5 March 2025 Leongatha  Reserve
12 Noon to 2.30pm Entry is Free

LEONGATHA Reserve will 
showcase the Austin Healey 
marque on Wednesday March 5 
with a huge selection of Austin 
Healeys from the larger Austin 
Healeys known as the ‘Big Hea-
leys’ of the 1950s and 1960s 
starting from the BN1 model 
through to the last Austin Heal-
ey 3000 in 1967.

The ‘Big Healeys’ smaller sib-
lings the Austin Healey Sprites 
will also be on show starting 
with the well-known ‘Bugeye’ 
Sprite through to the later mod-
el Austin Healey Sprite Mk3.

Alongside the show and road 
cars will be a large display of 
Healeys that have raced and 
rallied around Australia and 
overseas competing is such fa-
mous events as Bathurst as a 
support race for the Bathurst 
1000. Others have rallied and 
won in Targa Tasmania and 
the Classic Adelaide road ral-
ly events, while others have  
ventured overseas to compete 

in the Peking to Paris rally and 
the Italian Mille Miglia.

Some competition Healeys 
are near standard to comply 
with motorsport regulations, 
such as those racing in Historic 
Racing categories, while some 
are heavily modified such 
as the Baker SuperSebring, 
and the Steve Pike recreated  

Bonneville Streamliner.
The Austin Healey Owners 

Club of Victoria is organis-
ing the event as part of its 
national ‘rally’ where owners 
come to meet from all corners 
of Australia for a few days to-
gether to celebrate their vehi-
cles. Last year the event was 
in Western Australia this year 

it is in Gipplsand.
The car display will be at the 

Leongatha Reserve, Roughead 
Street, Leongatha, starting at 
midday and will conclude at 
2.30pm, there is no entry fee 
and everyone is welcome.

For further information: 
Mandy Parry-Jones mob 0409 
806 986

A huge selection of Austin Healey will be showcased on Wednesday March 5 at the 
Leongatha Reserve. 

Austin Healeys on show at the Leongatha Reserve

$2 billion halfway mark on Bass 
Strait decommissioning project
HAVING spent over $2 bil-

lion on early decommissioning 
works across its offshore op-
erations in Bass Strait Esso has 
permanently plugged and aban-
doned more than 150 wells.

Six massive offshore ves-
sels have been commissioned 
including the Skandi Darwin 
multi-purpose support ship, a 
Helix Q7000 semi-submersible, 
two rigs 22 and 47, a HWT600 
hydraulic workover rig and the 
enormous VALARIS 107 jack-
up rig.

Mindful of concerns ex-
pressed by environmentalists 
over leaving steel pile jackets on 
the ocean floor, or the dumping 
of waste steel into Bass Strait, 
Esso claims to have adopted 
world’s best practice for the re-
moval of the rigs leveraging its 
global experience from decom-
missioning campaigns in Cana-
da, U.S.A. and the U.K.

Environmental organisations 
from across Australia including 
the Wilderness Society last year 
joined the Maritime Union of 
Australia in calling for stronger 
regulation from Australia’s oil 
and gas regulator (NOPSEMA), 
to ensure offshore fossil fuel 
companies clean up their aban-
doned operations.

“The process of safely  

decommissioning our offshore 
facilities is very complex and re-
quires many years of planning 
but we have a core commitment 
to executing the Bass Strait 
project safely and protecting the 
environment,” said Esso.

The decommissioning pro-
cess has now reached an im-
portant milestone.

Each of the decommissioned 
rigs is being prepared to be 
lifted from the sea by the mam-
moth Pioneering Spirit and then 
safely transferred onto barges 
or heavy transport vessels and 
brought into Barry Beach for 
recycling by CMA Contracting.

A vital part of the decommis-
sioning process has been the  

removal of oil from the plat-
forms to be sent to the Longford 
plant for processing.

“A concrete plug has been 
placed at the level of the cap 
rock for each well providing a 
permanent barrier between the 
surface and the reservoir,” said 
Esso Project Manager, Richard 
Perry

The Barry Beach Marine Ter-
minal is unique but relatively 
shallow at 70 metres at the 
quay wall.

To avoid potential adverse 
impacts to the environment 
Esso has adjusted its initial 
strategy which would have in-
volved deepening and widen-
ing the port and upgrading the 

quay wall to bring in larger ves-
sels.

“The most efficient approach 
would have been to bring large 
vessels directly into the termi-
nal,” said Mr Perry.

Esso will now use shallow 
draft barges or vessels to bring 
the oil rig topsides into Barry 
Beach.

The amount of regrowth 
vegetation to be removed has 
also been significantly reduced 
within the Barry Beach site 
and none will be touched out-
side the existing port facility.

The number of piles at the 
quay has been substantially 
reduced to minimise noise.

Richard Perry said interna-
tional best practice will be ad-
opted from similar projects in 
the North Sea and Denmark.

“We have been responsi-
bly working in Bass Strait for 
more than 50 years and are 
very much aware of the season-
al movement of whales and the 
whale breeding season.

“We will meet the highest in-
ternational standards.

“Controls to monitor noise 
and observation strategies will 
be put in place before we start.”

For more information on 
Esso’s community consulta-
tion program go to corporate.
exxonmobil.com/locations/aus-
tralia/our-approach

Richard Perry, Esso Decommissioning Project Manager, 
Isabelle Laming, Nicholas Hancock, Esso Public Affairs and 
Calvin Teh, Esso Logistics at Barry Beach Marine Terminal. 
B26_0825

By Bruce Wardley

FORMER Mayor of the Bass Coast 
Council and larger-than-life local char-
acter, Neville Goodwin OAM, has passed 
away at home with his family on Tuesday, 
February 18, aged 82.

A memorial service to celebrate his life 
will be held at the Wonthaggi Town Hall, 
McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi on Wednes-
day, February 26 commencing at 2pm.

However, the tributes have already 
started to flow with the Rotary Club of 
Wonthaggi and the Bass Coast Shire 
Council among the first to acknowledge 
his passing.

“Neville has been an absolute pillar of 
our community and had a true unwaver-
ing passion for improving the Bass Coast 
community, serving on many boards, a 
former Mayor of Bass Coast Shire and 
an exceptional Rotarian,” the club posted 
on social media last week.

Present-day mayor, Cr Rochelle Hal-
stead continued the tributes at last 
Wednesday’s council meeting.

“The Bass Coast community has lost a 
dedicated leader, tireless advocate and 
true community champion with the pass-
ing of Neville Goodwin. Neville’s legacy is 
one of unwavering service, generosity and 
commitment to the people and places he 
cared so deeply about,” said Cr Halstead.

“Neville played a pivotal role in shaping 
the Bass Coast we know today as a com-
missioner during the amalgamation of 
councils and later serving as a councillor 
for the shire between 1992 to 1994, that 
was at the Shire of Bass and the Bass 
Coast Shire Council between 2003 and 
2008 including multiple terms as mayor.

“Neville was a passionate advocate for 
his community. He worked at every level 
to ensure residents were supported, in-
frastructure was improved, and the re-
gion continued to thrive.

“Beyond his work in local government, 
Neville’s contributions to the community 
were vast. He was a driving force behind 
many important initiatives, serving as a 
board member of Bass Coast Health, a 
dedicated member of the Rotary Club of 
Wonthaggi, a leader within the Grand-
ville Hall committee, and a long-standing 
board member of the National Vietnam 
Veterans Museum.”

Cr Halstead also recognised the role of 
Neville’s wife Lyn while extending heart-
felt condolences to the whole family.

“Neville’s legacy will live on in the many 
lives he touched, the projects he cham-
pioned and the community he helped 
build. Vale Neville Goodwin.” 

Passing of former 
mayor acknowledged

• OBITUARY
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Wonthaggi Toyota
346 Bass Highway,
Wonthaggi VIC 3995
T (03) 5672 1722
LMCT 8179
wonthaggitoyota.com.au

Leongatha Toyota
7-13 Hughes Street,
Leongatha VIC 3953
T (03) 5662 2302
LMCT 8179
leongathatoyota.com.au

Wonthaggi Toyota Wonthaggi Toyota 

Leongatha Toyota Leongatha Toyota 
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USED VEHICLE SPECIALS

OVER 20 FRESH VEHICLES NOW IN STOCK

* Disclaimer: If the price does not contain the notation that it is “Driveaway*”, the price may not include additional costs, such as stamp duty and other government charges.

WE BUY WE BUY 
CARS!CARS!

2020 Toyota 
Landcruiser Prado GXL 

63,990
64,091kms, 6 speed CVT auto 4x4 
SUV SN: L101289

DRIVE 
AWAY

Landcruiser Prado GXL 

63,990 DRIVE 

2020 Toyota 
Landcruiser Prado GXL 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE 

35,990
14,781kms,  5 speed manual 4x4 SUV 
SN: W101996

DRIVE 
AWAY35,990 DRIVE 

FINANCE 
AVAILABLE 

2023 Suzuki Jimny Lite 

2016 Mitsubishi ASX LS XB 

16,990 
100,846kms, 6 speed CVT auto SUV 
SN: L101301

DRIVE 
AWAY

16,990 26,990
11,539kms, 4 speed auto hatch 
SN: W102013

118,105kms, 7 speed CVT auto SUV 
SN: W102010

DRIVE 
AWAY

DRIVE 
AWAY

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2022 MG MG3 Core 2017 Toyota RAV4 GX 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

35,990
45,016kms, 8 speed CVT auto SUV 
SN: W102007

DRIVE 
AWAY

2022 Mitsubishi 
Outlander LS ZM 
2022 Mitsubishi 
Outlander LS ZM 
2022 Mitsubishi 
Outlander LS ZM 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2018 Toyota 
Landcruiser Prado GXL 

51,990
131,020kms, 6 speed CVT auto 4x4 
SUV  SN: L101294 

DRIVE 
AWAY

Landcruiser Prado GXL 

51,990 DRIVE 

2018 Toyota 
Landcruiser Prado GXL 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

16,990
142,657kms, 5 speed manual sedan 
SN: W102004

DRIVE 
AWAY

OVER 20 FRESH VEHICLES NOW IN STOCK

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2017  Mitsubishi 
Lancer ES Sport CF 

19,990
147,947kms, 6 speed sports auto SUV 
SN: W102002   

DRIVE 
AWAY

OVER 20 FRESH VEHICLES NOW IN STOCK

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2023 Suzuki Jimny Lite 

OVER 20 FRESH VEHICLES NOW IN STOCK

AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2023 Suzuki Jimny Lite 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2017 Mazda CX-3 Maxx DK 

2017 Jeep Grand 
Cherokee Overland  

32,990
120,224kms, 8 speed sports auto SUV 
SN: W102009

DRIVE 
AWAY

SN: W102002   SN: W102002   

2017 Jeep Grand 2017 Jeep Grand 
Cherokee Overland  Cherokee Overland  
2017 Jeep Grand 2017 Jeep Grand 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2016 Toyota Hilux WorkMate  

21,990
170,011kms, 6 speed sports auto cab 
chassis SN: W101965

DRIVE 
AWAY

SN: W101996

2016 Toyota Hilux WorkMate  2016 Toyota Hilux WorkMate  

PRICE PRICE 
DROP DROP 

2020 Ford Mustang GT FN 

61,990 
55,652kms, 10 speed CVT auto 
coupe SN:L101303

DRIVE 
AWAY

2020 Ford Mustang GT FN 

USED VEHICLE SPECIALS

2020 Ford Mustang GT FN 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2021 Hyundai i30 

22,990 
50,407kms, 6 speed CVT auto 
hatch  SN: L101266

DRIVE 
AWAY

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2019 Toyota Camry Ascent 

30,990
62,570kms, 6 speed CVT auto sedan 
SN:L101194    

DRIVE 
AWAY

SUV SN: L101289

2019 Toyota Camry Ascent 

HYBRIDHYBRID

2020 Ford Ranger 
Wildtrak PX MkIII 

37,990
113,476kms, 10 speed CVT auto 
double cab SN: L101185

DRIVE 
AWAY

SN: L101301SN: L101301

Wildtrak PX MkIII Wildtrak PX MkIII 

SN: L101301SN: L101301

2020 Ford Ranger 2020 Ford Ranger 
Wildtrak PX MkIII Wildtrak PX MkIII 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

hatch  SN: L101266hatch  SN: L101266hatch  SN: L101266hatch  SN: L101266

2020 Toyota Hiace LWB 

33,490 
189,262kms, 6 speed CVT auto van  
SN: L101265

DRIVE 
AWAY

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 
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FOSTER SHOW

DEFINED as a hairstyle worn es-
pecially but not only by men, a typi-
cal mullet is cut short at the front 
and sides and left long at the back.

Taking his place in history by 
winning the first Foster Show mul-
let competition Foster boy Jase 
needed no introduction to the fash-
ionable hairstyle that took the 80’s 
by storm and is still popular today.

Jase will go into the record books 
as the inaugural winner of the 2025 
Foster Show Best Junior Mullet.

Sure to be a big crowd pleaser at 
the Foster Show in future years the 
almost impossible task of choos-
ing the best mullet went to Sarah 
Haven from Haven Hair Skin Body, 
Jason Benbow CEO Stony Creek 
Racing Club and Welshpool Hotel 
Licensee Skye Dubignon.

A celebration of South Gippsland’s 
glorious mullets the first Foster 
Show Best Mullet competition at-
tracted entrants of all ages.

Adults with mullets in the large 
crowd of curious onlookers kept 
their crowning glory well disguised 
under hats including Jason Ben-
bow.

“Our aim is to make Foster the 
mullet capital of the world,” said 
organiser Kate.

“We were born for this moment.”
Boys it seems prefer a mullet in-

stead of a regular visit to the hair-
dresser.

Youngest mullet Gordy won the 
hearts of many including the judg-
es.

A family of brother mullets Tad-
dy, Kit and Max were accompanied 
by their Dad Troy.

Also sporting mighty fine mullets 
Cody and Patrick from Toora were 
well placed in the final judging, but 
in the mane event it was Jase from 
Foster who stole the show.

Look for Magnificent Mullets Fos-
ter Show on Facebook

Local boy wins 
best junior mullet

Best Mullet 2025 Foster Show 
Jase from Foster B84_0825

Patrick from 
Toora competing 

in the best 
mullet at the 
Foster Show 
B81_0825

Youngest 
mullet Gordy 

winning  
hearts at the  
Foster Show  
B73_0825

NEVER before had the Foster 
Show seen a high jump like it.

Scrambling up the face of the 
muster dog high jump faster 
than lightning young Kelpie 
Twix cleared 2.65 metres be-
fore springing into the arms of 
owner Andrew Bradley.

An easy 1st place for Twix 
who made the final jump un-
challenged it was the highest 
jump judges had ever seen at 
the Foster Show and possibly a 
new world record.

Credit was also given to mi-
nor placegetters Storm trained 
by Rory and Mailee from Be-
nalla, and Frankie trained by 
Maddi McCallum of Glenmag-
gie both clearing two metres.

The Foster Show never fails 
to entertain and surprise.

The biggest pumpkin this 
year was a whopping 153kg 
Atlantic Giant grown by Phillip 
MacCauley from Cora Lynn.

“Not as heavy as previous 
years,” said Mr MacCauley.

“The best is yet to come.
“My biggest pumpkin was 

385kg.
“I have a couple weighing 

over 240kg I’m saving.”
Equestrian events are always 

of a high standard at the Foster 

Show.
1st place in the Open 

Showjumping 1m was won 
by Jules Fulkerson from Fish 
Creek riding Voharen.

2nd place in the Open 
Showjumping 1m was award-
ed to Mark Smith from Cran-
bourne riding D.P. Felix and a 
creditable 3rd place went to 
young Sophie Newton from 
Koonwarra riding Woody.

1st place in the Open Driver 
section went to Kerry Buckleigh  

with her Shetland Pony Green 
Valley Kookie and 2nd place  
went to Fiona Mottram with 
mule Daisy.

The exhibition shed provided 
a showcase of beautiful home-
grown vegetables, dahlias, 
jams, preserves, baked goods 
and sewing.

The Calf Classic provided 
some breathtaking moments 
as young handlers guided their 
hand-reared calves around the 
show ring.

Ferret Racing was another 
highlight of the show with the 
biggest challenge for handlers 
getting their ferrets back into 
the race boxes after each heat.

The Bendigo Bank woodchop 
competition run by the South 
and Central Gippsland Axe-
men’s Association was again as 
exciting for onlookers as it was 
for the axemen competing.

Backmarkers ruled the day 
from what seemed insur-
mountable time handicaps.

The working dog trials al-
though slightly overshadowed 
by the Phillipson’s Dog High 
Jump attracted a strong field 
of competitors with the work-
ing dog action continuing at the 
Beloka Kelpie Stud in Welsh-
pool on Sunday.

Showbags were popular along 
with dancing displays, magic 
shows, whip-cracking, a wild-
life display, animal nursery, fa-
cepainting and a MyLi library 
crafting workshop keeping 
even the youngest showgoers 
well entertained from early 
morning to late afternoon.

You can find all the results 
from the Foster Agricultural 
Show on Facebook or foster-
show.com

New dog high jump record at the Foster Show

A new record as Andrew Bradley and Twix take 1st place in 
the high jump at the Foster Show B72_0825

Tilly and Ella riding Freckles and Bella both winners at 
the Foster Show. B65_0825

Phillip MacCauley with a whopping 153kg Atlantic Giant 
pumpkin. B67_0825

3rd place Open Showjumping 1m Sophie Newton and 
Woody from Koonwarra. B92_0825

1st place Open Driver Kerry Buckleigh at the Foster Show 
with Shetland Pony Green Valley Kookie and Judge Deb 
Hoffrichter. B85_0825

Mark Smith from Cranbourne riding D.P. Felix at the 
Foster Show. B88_0825

2nd place Open Showjumping 1m Mark Smith and D.P. 
Felix from Cranbourne. B90_0825
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Your Healthcare,
Your Voice
Join Our Open Community Forum to:

✅ Learn how the Health Reform aims to benefit you and your family
✅ Understand what these changes mean for local healthcare
✅ Share your ideas & ask questions—be part of the conversation

WHEN & WHERE

Korumburra
Wednesday, 5th March, 5-6pm
The Korumburra Italian Social Club

Leongatha
Thursday, 6th March, 5-6pm
The IPCC, GSHS Leongatha Campus

Be part of the conversation
and help shape the future
of local healthcare!

Meet our CEO and Board Members, ask
questions, and share your thoughts—
because your voice matters.
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YOUR SAY Email your letters to news@sgst.com.au

Sentinel-Times
COMMENT

How did we find 
ourselves in this state?

The ‘Sentinel-Times’ encourages readers to 
write with issues of interest or concern but 
letters that have a local reference point will 
be given priority. Writers are also urged to be 
brief where possible. Letters may be edited 
for space and legal reasons, and must be 
submitted with the author’s name and contact 
details of which only the name and town 
location will appear.

TAFE in Bass Coast
It’s great news that free TAFE courses 

will be available again in Bass Coast 
from July. Chisholm hasn’t held face-
to-face courses at their Wonthaggi cam-
pus since 2010 and we now have five 
courses available for our community: 
Accounting & Bookkeeping, Training & 
Assessment, School Based Education 
Support, Individual Support Ageing & 
Disability, and Early Childhood Educa-
tion and Care.

Please let everyone who might benefit 
from these courses know that they can 
enrol in via the website www.chisholm.
edu.au. Let’s show Chisholm’s that 
there IS a demand for training in our 
community!

Thanks to Malcolm Beasley for bring-
ing this situation to light through his 
change.org petition (which now has 
over 900 signatures), senior students of 
Village High School for their advocacy 
work with Deb Leonard (independent 
candidate for Monash), Melina Bath 
MP for raising the issue in Parliament, 
and Jordan Crugnale MP for following 
through with Skills and Training Min-
ister,  Gayle Tierney MP, who visited the 
area last week.

Community action makes a difference!
Fiona  McKenzie, Principal, Village 

High School

Stop flogging Gippsland  
to get your power

Re: Powerlines entering South 
Gippsland from Bass Strait.

There is absolutely no need for any 
powerlines to enter South Gippsland 
from Bass Strait.

We have had to accept very poor plan-
ning in Victoria’s two previous planning 
efforts with BassLink and the proposed 
new power supply from northern Tasma-
nia.

In both cases, pleadings were made that 
costs prevented the principal organisa-
tions from burying the powerlines once 
they entered the Victorian mainland.

Whilst one is in place (Basslink) and 
one has advanced planning, it is now 
time to seriously consider submarining 
any future powerlines with their origins 
from within Bass Strait or from across 
Bass Strait.

There is a redundant power station lo-
cated at Anglesea. All submarine cabling 
from offshore wind towers should be di-

THESE’S so much going on at State 
Government level, impacting police 
leadership, the sacking of front-line 
Fisheries officers, the doubling of the 
old Fire Services Levy, a review of the 
public service and more, it’s hard to 
know where to start.

But it’s further evidence that the 
state’s finances are in a dire position, 
and we’re told, headed towards a re-
cord debt of $188 billion by 2028.

To give you an indication of how 
bad that is, the government planned 
to spend a total of $98.3 billion in 
the entire 2024-25 state budget.

But as much as the government 
has announced that it is embarking 
on an independent review of Victo-
ria’s Public Service (VPS) leading to 
up to 3000 public sector workers be-
ing made redundant, it’s important 
not to get distracted by the smoke 
and mirrors.

For example, despite receiving a 
commitment of only $2.2 billion 
from the Albanese Government to-
wards the cost of the Suburban Rail 
Loop, a project that is expected to 
cost $200 billion, mind you, the Pre-
mier has refused to back down and 
delay the project in favour of provid-
ing more funds for the basics.

It indicates that certain areas of 
government spending will be de-
clared off limits by the powerful 
unions and others, leaving the gov-
ernment to target low-hanging fruit, 
like Fisheries enforcement officers, 
land managers and other services 
beyond the tram tracks.

The public service review, they say, 
will zero in on waste and inefficiency, 
while ensuring the needs of Victorian 
families come first including funding 
for “good schools, good health and 
safe communities”.

“By reducing spending on waste, 
inefficiency and areas that aren’t the 
priority for Victorians in a cost of liv-
ing crisis, the review will make sure 
Government keeps investing where it 
matters most: the frontline.”

But if those Fisheries enforce-
ment officers, who were given their 
marching orders last week, aren’t 
considered the frontline in marine 
conservation, it’s hard to draw much 
confidence about the government’s 
spending priorities, and whether this 
review will really lead to fundamen-
tal change.

And where does it leave the com-
mitment at the 2022 state election to 
fund stages 2 and 3 of the Wonthaggi 
Hospital expansion to the tune of 
$290 million?

Even at this stage, the government 
looks set to kick that can down the 
road, and if there is a change of gov-
ernment in 2026, who knows if we 
will ever get that funding.

What’s certainly clear is that there’s 
more bad news on the way as the Al-
lan Government limps its way past 
the Federal election in April/May this 
year and on to its own day of reckon-
ing in November 2026.

Why, for example, when the police 
and other authorities know where all 
the illegal tobacco is being sold in the 
state don’t they crack down on these 
outlets controlled by organised crime 
and shut them down? Probably be-
cause they haven’t got the manpower, 
while priorities including family vio-
lence, youth crime, traffic and major 
crime have first call.

You may find that the obvious need 
for action on Inverloch’s beach ero-
sion problems goes the same way.

rected through a specified marine channel 
to a resurrected electrical distribution cen-
tre located to the hinterland of Anglesea.

This distribution centre has a histori-
cal connection to Victoria’s electrical dis-
tribution network through the Portland 
connectors (west) and Melbourne (east). 
Why haven’t any of the politicians focussed 
community attention on this option?

Gippslanders have borne the brunt of 
energy supply to Melbourne and Victo-
ria for over a 100 years and what have 
Gippslanders received in reply, from coal 
through oil to gas, very little industrial de-
velopment.

The aluminium industry went to Port-
land, textiles to Geelong.

It is time to protect what we have in-
herited in Gippsland. Make the electrical 
cabling from offshore wind farms be mar-
shalled through Bass Strait to Anglesea, 
regardless of cost this time!

Douglas Baud, Alberton West.

Too early to speculate  
about transmission routes

I write in response to the article ‘South 
Gippsland targeted for high-voltage link 
to offshore wind’ (Sunday, February 16), 
which mentioned Southerly Ten and the 
Kut-Wut Brataualung offshore wind proj-
ect.

Proposed to be located around 45km 
offshore, this is an early-stage project fo-
cused on meeting either Victoria’s 2035 
or 2040 target to get more power into the 
grid as coal plants retire over the coming 
decades.

At this stage we don’t have any transmis-
sion plans for Kut-Wut Brataualung. It is 
far too early to speculate about where and 
how this future project could connect to 
the grid, which will be informed by gov-
ernment planning through the Victorian 
Transmission Plan over the coming years.

We look forward to consulting and work-
ing with local communities to shape this 
project - just as we have done with Star 
of the South. There will be many opportu-
nities to get involved and we’ll share new 
information about Kut-Wut Brataualung as 
it becomes available.

In the meantime, our local Gippsland 
team are on-the-ground and available to 
discuss our projects in person, via phone 
1800 340 340 or email info@southerlyten.
com.au

Erin Coldham, Chief Development  
Officer, Southerly Ten.

“What are your thoughts  
on rooftop solar?”

Leanore Wight
“I don’t have rooftop 
solar. We’ve been 
travelling and we’ve 
just moved back into 
our property, but we do 
plan to get it.”

Peter Young
“We’ve got rooftop 
solar; it works 
well for us. I’d be 
inclined to put a 
battery in as well.”

Elly Carter
“Rooftop solar is 
a wonderful idea. 
It’s good for the 
environment and it 
saves money.”

Anne Palmer
“I don’t have it. My 
partner wants to get 
it, but I’m worried it’s 
not worth it because 
of the lack of sun in 
winter. I am certainly 
considering it though.”

Vox Pop
Cartoon by Glenn ‘Grobb’ Robinson.
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HAVE you noticed how there has 
been an increased level of passenger 
plane crashes over the last month? In 
the USA alone there have been four 
since the 29th of January, and only last 
week another passenger plane crashed 
while landing in Toronto, Canada, with 
all surviving.

Yet, despite these crashes, thousands 
of people each day show their faith in 
flying by boarding planes and flying 
to their destination. In doing this they 
show the hope they have in the airline 
industry and the hope they have in air-
craft.

It is fascinating how people can put 
their hope in tangible human made 
things, that can break, but struggle to 
have hope in one another, the things of 
life and God. Essentially the intangible.

I often have questions thrown at me 
such as, “How could you possibly bring 
a child into this World?” And/or, “How 
could God, if there is one, allow ter-
rible things to happen in this World?”

I also see many that struggle to cope 
with the loss of a loved one or friend. 
Generally, at the basis of their situ-
ation, is the lack of ‘Hope’. They see 
little purpose in life other than to eat, 
drink, be merry and procreate.

Turn your mind now to active Chris-
tian people that you know, do you see 
something different in them? Do you 
go to them for help? What is it that they 
have that you may not?

Answer: They have ‘Hope’ in an un-
certain World. What is this ‘Hope’ and 
where can you get it? This ‘Hope’ is 
centred on their faith in Jesus Christ. 
With Jesus there is this ‘knowing’ that 
there is something far better beyond 
this world when we die.

As such, Christians tend to die well, 
are more upbeat about their current 
situation, and look forward to the fu-
ture.

Want some ‘Hope’ in your life? Find 
a Christian friend to talk with or come 
and see me or one of the Pastors/Min-
isters in the district.

Rev. Graeme Liersch, Rector 
Wonthaggi/Inverloch Anglican Church

Hope in an 
uncertain world

• FAITH FACTOR

TWO HUNDRED and twenty delegates 
from Catholic parishes, schools, and or-
ganisations across the Diocese of Sale re-
cently gathered for a Diocesan Assembly 
focused on defining the pastoral priorities 
and actions for the next five years. 

The Diocese of Sale covers a vast and 
diverse geographic area, extending from 
Narre Warren through to Phillip Island 
and across to Mallacoota.

The 2025 Diocesan Assembly marked 
the culmination of a seven-month consul-
tation process.

The consultation process was conducted 
in two phases. The first phase asked ev-
eryone in the Diocese to reflect on where 
God’s Spirit has been active among them 
over the past five years.

The second phase asked people to iden-
tify which pastoral priorities and actions 
the Holy Spirit is calling the Diocese to put 
into action during the next five years. 

Feedback was received from 65 parish 
groups, 25 individual submissions, and 
approximately 1,200 student responses. 
The feedback was then synthesised into 
an Assembly Working Document.

Over the two-day Assembly, delegates 
engaged in prayerful listening and spiri-
tual conversations to affirm the strengths 
and best practices of the Diocese, iden-
tify the significant challenges being faced, 
and discern which pastoral priorities are 
needed to leverage the movement toward 
becoming a more Christ-centred, synodal 
and missionary Church. 

The recommendations from the As-
sembly will be presented to Bishop Greg 
and the Diocesan Mission Council to help 
form a Diocesan Pastoral Plan. 

The Diocese of Sale 
2025 Assembly

~ NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE & ADULT LEARNING NEWS ~

BASS COAST ADULT LEARNING
BCAL has welcomed a lot of 

visitors in the last two weeks. 
First there was the visit by 

Victorian Minister for Skills 
and TAFE, The Hon. Gayle 
Tierney MLC. The minister 
was accompanied by Mem-
ber for Bass Jordan Crugnale 
MLA, the CEO of the Office of 
TAFE Coordination and De-
livery, David Miller, Deputy 
Chair of the Adult Commu-
nity and Further Education 
(ACFE) Board John Maddock 
AM, and ACFE Regional Man-
ager Jeremy Brewer. 

All were very impressed 
with BCAL’s facilities and ser-
vices. Feedback was that the 
centre has exceeded expecta-
tions. 

Then last week, BCAL was 
visited by Bass Coast Mayor 
Cr Rochelle Halstead and 
Deputy Mayor Cr Brett Tes-
sari. 

The councillors spent dou-
ble the allocated time for the 
visit, meeting with staff and 
students. They witnessed a 
wide array of BCAL’s classes 
including English as an Ad-
ditional Language, Certificate 
III in Horticulture, Computer 
Basics, and NDIS Cooking. 

But that’s just a fraction of 
what BCAL offers. All the visi-
tors agreed BCAL is one of the 
region’s best kept secrets. 

For more information on all 
BCAL’s courses and services, 
please visit www.bcal.vic.edu.
au or call 5672 3115 to learn 
more. 

n ��WONTHAGGI  
COMMUNITY GARDEN
Volunteers began clearing 

out dry and depleted warm 
season vegetation at the gar-
den last week.

While no new plants will 

go back in yet, the clear-out 
helps identify what might 
go where rain comes and 
cooler days. It also frees up 
a few plots ready to be taken 
up by interested local grow-
ers.

There are plots of various 
sizes suitable for growing 
vegetables, herbs and flow-
ers. Most of what’s needed 
to grow your own is on site, 
including advice and com-
pany from fellow food gar-
deners.

For more info, please con-
tact BCAL on phone 5672 
1335, or email tgordon@
westnet.com.au or drop by 
the garden on a Thursday 
between 10 and noon to see 
for yourself. 

n ��WONTHAGGI  
WOODCRAFTERS
The jewellery making group 

mentioned a few weeks ago 
is now up and running. 

There are currently six 
crafters in the groups and 
the numbers are growing. 
They are currently making 
rings, earrings, pendants, 
bangles, and necklaces.

All the items are made pri-
marily of wood with some 
pieces including resin or 
metal only as decoration. 

The best thing about it is 
it uses tiny pieces of wood 
which would otherwise be 
discarded. 

For more information, visit 
www.wonthaggiwoodcraft-
ers.com.au or pop in to the 
workshop.   

239 White Rd, Wonthaggi  PH: (03) 5672 3115  www.bcal.vic.edu.au     

MILPARA Community 
House, in collaboration with 
Korumburra Staying Strong, is 
excited to invite you to the Ko-
rumburra Be Prepared  event 
this Saturday, March 1, at 11 
am. This important commu-
nity gathering will take place 
in the beautiful grounds of 
the Korumburra Community 
Hub, at Boston Place.

This event is all about build-
ing a safer, more resilient 
community. We have an excit-
ing line up of local emergency 
organisations ready to share 
their expertise and resources. 
Meet representatives from the 
CFA, Red Cross, SES, Salva-
tion Army, Ambulance Victo-
ria, Vic Police, and AusNet. 
They will be on hand to pro-
vide valuable information and 
answer any questions you may 
have.

Here’s what you can look for-
ward to:

Emergency Planning:  Learn 
how to develop an emergency 
plan tailored to your family’s 
needs.

Accurate Information:  Dis-
cover how to access reliable 
information during emergen-
cies.

Preparation Tips: Get practi-
cal advice on how to prepare 
for various emergencies.

Community Feedback:  Pro-
vide your input on the draft 
Korumburra Community 
Emergency Plan.

This event is family-friendly, 
with plenty of activities for 
children. Bring the whole fam-
ily and enjoy free food and 
donuts while you learn how to 
keep your loved ones safe.

The Korumburra Be Pre-
pared event is powered by the 

collaboration of Community 
for Community, with support 
from the Foundation for Ru-
ral & Regional Renewal. It’s a 
fantastic opportunity to con-
nect with your neighbours and 
local emergency services, all 
while having a great time.

To learn more and register, 
please visit the Milpara Com-
munity House Office at the 
lower level of the Korumburra 
Community Hub, 15 Little 
Commercial St, Korumburra, 
or call on 5655 2524. You can 
also find the Milpara Term 
Program online at milpara-
communityhouse.org.au.

Don’t miss out on this chance 
to be part of a safer, stronger 
Korumburra. We look forward 
to seeing you there!

Milpara’s regular classes and 
activities are running through-
out the week. Our Term  

Program is available online at 
milparacommunityhouse.org.
au or you can pick one up at 
the Milpara Community House 
Office at the Lower Level of 
the Korumburra Community 
Hub, 15 Little Commercial St, 
Korumburra, or give us a call 
on 5655 2524.

The Emergency Food Bank 
is available Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday 10am to 1pm 
or by appointment. Please 
bring your own bags.

Our Services Australia agent 
is at the house Mondays and 
Thursdays 10am to 1pm, 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
9:30 to 2pm.

15 Little Commercial Street, Korumburra  PH: (03) 5655 2524  www.milparacommunityhouse.org.au    

MILPARA COMMUNITY HOUSE

Inverloch Community House hosts ‘Death Café’ 
to foster open conversations about mortality

THE Inverloch Death Café, 
hosted at the Inverloch Commu-
nity House, is offering a unique 
and thoughtful space for people 
to gather and discuss death in 
an open, non-judgmental, and 
confidential environment. The 
next event will take place on 
March 14 from 3pm to 5pm 
and is open to everyone.

At the Death Café, partici-
pants can enjoy cake and tea 
while engaging in group-direct-
ed discussions about death 
- an often-taboo subject in so-
ciety. The goal is not to focus 
on grief or counselling, but to 
promote awareness of death 
and help individuals make the 
most of their time by exploring 
their own beliefs and concerns 
about mortality. The conversa-
tion is informal, with no spe-
cific agenda or objectives, and 
is facilitated in a respectful and 
supportive atmosphere.

Jytte Thompson, an end-of-
life doula who has been living 
in Inverloch for four years, sup-
ports individuals in their jour-
neys through life and death. 
Jytte, originally trained in Ger-
many; her non-medical role 
as a doula focuses on provid-
ing emotional and practical  

support for both patients and 
their caregivers.

“A doula’s role is to hold a 
person’s hand, ask important 
questions, advocate for their 
interests, and ensure they are 
satisfied with the care they are 
receiving,” Jytte explained. 
“Just like a birth doula, I offer a 
supportive presence not just for 
the patient, but for the caregiv-
ers as well, often helping them 
navigate difficult decisions and 
providing respite when need-
ed.”

Although end-of-life care and 
support services like those 
provided by Jytte are well-es-
tablished in larger cities, they 
remain largely unknown in 

smaller regions like Gippsland. 
“In Gippsland, people don’t yet 
know they need me,” she says. 
“I sit with their loved ones, offer 
non-medical support, and help 
people feel more at ease during 
a very difficult time.”

At a February Death Café 
event, held at the Community 
House, Jytte facilitated a con-
versation with 12 participants. 
Initially, the group had expected 
only two or three attendees, but 
the turnout exceeded expecta-
tions, reiterating Jytte’s thought 
that there is a need for open, 
unpressured discussions about 
mortality. The event provided 
an opportunity for people to 
discuss practical concerns like 

wills, medical care, and fears 
about death in a safe and sup-
portive environment.

“Some people were nervous 
at first, but everyone ended up 
smiling and sharing openly. It 
was a beautiful atmosphere, 
with people learning from each 
other’s experiences,” says Jytte. 
“It showed me that people 
don’t have these conversations 
enough. The Death Café breaks 
down the barriers and offers a 
welcoming space.” 

This is a free event with tea, 
coffee, water, and cookies pro-
vided. The Community House 
encourages people to sign up 
in advance by calling 03 5674 
2444. 

Jytte Thompson is hosting the next Death Café on March 14 from 3pm until 5pm at the 
Inverloch Community House. 
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What’s on YOUR LOCAL GUIDE TO ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Last tickets are available 
to see Ziggy Alberts in San 
Remo this April. Photo Credit: 
Janneke Storm

Ziggy Alberts 
coming to San 

Remo this April
IF ALBUMS are snapshots 

of an artist’s creative jour-
ney, then Ziggy Alberts out-
put paints a portrait of one 
that has had many different 
and exciting turns. 

The award-winning Austra-
lian artist is truly a global 
citizen these days, with his 
music and words giving him 
the opportunity to do laps 
around the world.

From his early days busk-
ing on the streets of Austra-
lia’s Byron Bay, Alberts has 
always understood the power 
of direct connection with his 
audience. His rise has been 
driven not only by his emo-
tionally resonant folk songs 
but by his determination to 
bring his music to fans face-
to-face. 

Now a decade into his ca-
reer, he has grown his fan-
base the old-fashioned way: 
by playing show after show, 
year after year, turning small 
rooms into sold-out venues 
across the globe.

With the close of another 
summer season, Ziggy now 
reaches a new milestone – 
the release of his seventh al-
bum, New Love. 

“This album marks a re-
turn to simplicity, to a time 
when life was led by magic 
and adventure, and finding 
joy in chaos. We tested every 
song, making sure they were 
right for the live space, and 
kept the process pure with-
out overcomplicating things. 
We made sure to preserve 
the magic of the record, re-
sisting the urge to overpro-
duce. It’s a spiritual sequel 
to Laps Around The Sun, in 
that sense it is simplistic and 
anthemic by choice which is 
really hard to do, so I’m very 
proud of that,” said Ziggy. 

The album’s structure, 
split between a warm, folk-
inspired Side A and a more 
expansive, rock-and-coun-
try-influenced Side B, mir-
rors the duality of life. 

Ziggy is touring Australia 
and coming to the Western-
port Hotel, San Remo on 
Wednesday April 2 with Rod 
Coote as part of his ‘New 
Love’, Australian Tour. Last 
tickets are available. 

For more information on 
Ziggy’s 2025 ‘New Love’ 
World Tour go to ziggyal-
berts.com. 

REBECCA Matthews is a mixed 
media artist with a passion for fi-
bre arts and exploring the beauty 
and vibrancy of Australian land-
scapes using the technique of dry 
needle wool felting. 

Felted Dreams: Unveiling the 
Australian Landscape is an exhi-
bition of Rebecca’s art work cur-
rently featured at the Coal Creek 
Park and Museum.

Rebecca uses this needling tech-
nique to shape, intertwine and 
layer vibrant coloured fibres to 
create masterpieces. 

With a love for travelling, both 
around the country and locally, 
nature inspires Rebecca to trans-
form her observations into works 
of art, with a particular affinity 
for Phillip Island, Yanakie and the 
wider Gippsland region.

“We have this biting richness to 
colours. They can be soft and they 
can be hard and sharp and that’s 
one of the things that I love about 
the Australian landscape.”

“I love to play with scale and 
size and felting is something that 
is flexible and offers movement.”

Felting traditionally uses wool, 
which has fibres with unique 
properties that allow them to eas-
ily felt or mat together, as they 
have a natural crimp and when 
agitated, they interlock with each 
other. 

The varied and intense colours 
of the wool and felting medium 
translate beautifully into engag-
ing seascapes, urban landscapes, 
sunsets and even pet portraits. 

While the US and the UK have a 
strong cottage industries in which 
dry needle felting is a renowned 

practice, Rebecca explains the 
artform hasn’t caught on as much 
in Australia. 

Rebecca believes it’s nice for oth-
ers to see there are different ways 
of creating works of art, and she 
enjoys pushing back against the 
traditional and formal concepts, 
language and ideals around what 
is considered ‘art’.  

Th world of art has historically 
been a male dominated space, 
based largely around paintings 
and sculpture, while needle craft, 
because it was generated by wom-
en was not considered to be art, 
remarked Rebecca.

“Needling pushes against the 
creative norms, as it sits between 
craft and art.”

When Rebecca entered the Royal 
Melbourne Show with her felting 
work, the exhibition team were 
unsure where to place the works 
as they believed they were ‘paint-
ings’ but because they were needle 
work were considered ‘craft’. 

Rebecca offers dry needle felt-
ing workshops and said it’s an 
artform that uses the senses and 
is forgiving, flexible and fun and 
is an easy way for others to learn, 
as it’s not technically difficult but 
creates great art.  

“With painting you have to wait 
for it to dry and need patience for 
the process, but you don’t get that 
with felting.”

Felted Dreams: Unveiling the 
Australian Landscape is on dis-
play at Coal Creek from now until 
Monday March 13. 

Open 10am – 4pm, Friday, Sat-
urday, Sunday, Monday plus pub-
lic holidays. Free entry.

Inverloch Equinox Festival: March 21-23
AS THE summer sun softens 

and the air begins to cool, Inver-
loch is set to celebrate the Autumn 
Equinox with a vibrant festival 
honouring themes of harvest, well-
being, and the beauty of nature. 

This celestial event, marking 
the moment when day and night 
are of equal length, offers a time 
to pause, reflect, and embrace 
the shifting seasons.

The inaugural Inverloch Equi-
nox Festival, happening across 

The Glade, The Hub, and through-
out the town, invites both locals 
and visitors to experience Inver-
loch’s charm by day and by night. 

From guided nature walks and 
horsemanship experiences to 
outdoor bush poetry and star-
gazing, the festival provides a 
unique opportunity to connect 
with the natural world. The Well-
being Expo offers new knowl-
edge, insights and healing op-
portunities, while food lovers 

can indulge in seasonal produce 
from Inverloch’s cafes, delicious 
food trucks, and fresh-shucked 
oysters paired with local wines 
and gin.

Saturday night there will be a 
spectacular and free gala event 
and as the sun sets, the festival’s 
energy will ignite with and feature 
a jaw-dropping fire show, a high-
energy didgeridoo beats perfor-
mance by Ganga Giri, live local 
music under the autumn sky, 

market stalls, kids’ activities, 
and an adults-only chill-out area. 

Whether seeking adventure, re-
laxation, or a deeper connection 
to nature, the Inverloch Equinox 
Festival has something for every-
one.

Some events require booking, 
visit the festival website to ex-
plore the program and secure a 
spot. For more information, visit 
https://www.inverlochequinoxfes-
tival.com.au/. 

A high-energy didgeridoo beats performance by Ganga Giri will 
be part of the free Saturday night gala event. 

Fire twirling performances will be  one of the highlights at the 
Inverloch Equinox Festival.

Felted landscape masterpieces on display at Coal Creek

Rebecca Matthews creates landscape masterpieces using 
dry needle wool felting, and an exhibition of her work, Felted 
Dreams: Unveiling the Australian Landscape, is on now at Coal 
Creek Park and Museum. 
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POOWONG PUBLIC HALL

BACK
AFTER 30 

YEARS

1ST
MARCH

2025

POOWONG PUBLIC HALL

TICKETS & MERCH AVAILABLE AT WWW.MADHATTERS2025.COM

TEMPER TEMPER 

THE FOSSILS & TREVOR HOLLAND
AnnaScionti

POOWONG PUBLIC HALL
Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club, 75 Graham Street

Come and join in the laughs at South Coast FM Bingo
 RAFFLES  DOOR PRIZES 

JA
21

48
6

WEDNESDAY 1pm - 3pm
THURSDAY 7pm - 9pm

WONTHAGGIWONTHAGGI

10.30am SUNDAY 9th MARCH

EMILIA PEREZ

2025 Oscar nominated & 2024 Cannes Jury

Prize Winner  “Emilia Perez”, is a liberating

fever  dream  that  defies  genres  and

expectations  through  song  and  dance,  and

bold  visuals.  From  auteur  director  Jacques

Audiard, this odyssey follows the journey of

four  remarkable  women  in  Mexico  each

pursuing their own happiness.

General public welcome.  Members Free Entry!

 @ THE UNION THEATRE

96 Graham Street, Wonthaggi.

Check the website for more info:

basscoastfinefilmgroup.weebly.com

What’s on YOUR LOCAL GUIDE TO ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

THE BASS Coast Fine Film Group 
is proud to present 2025 Oscar nom-
inated and 2024 Cannes Jury Prize 
winner, ‘Emilia Perez’, a liberating fe-
ver dream that defies genres and ex-
pectations through song and dance, 
and bold visuals. From auteur direc-
tor Jacques Audiard, this odyssey 
follows the journey of four remark-
able women in Mexico, each pursuing 
their own happiness.

Character development and perfor-
mance in ‘Emilia Perez’ are undeni-
ably ambitious, with the film center-
ing around a transgender drug cartel 
leader, Emilia, played by Karla Sofia 
Gascón. This unique casting choice 
not only highlights the importance 
of representation in cinema but also 
adds depth to the narrative as it ex-
plores themes of identity and trans-
formation. The film sets up an in-
triguing premise by placing Emilia in 
a position where she seeks to tran-
sition into living as a woman while 
navigating her ties to the criminal 
underworld. 

The cinematography in ‘Emilia Per-
ez,’ crafted by Paul Guilhaume, pres-
ents a striking visual experience, that 
may not appeal to all viewers. The use 
of unflattering lighting, dominated 
by yellows and lime greens, creates 
a gritty ambiance that reflects the 
chaotic world of the characters. This 
choice emphasises the film’s operatic 
drama. The visual aesthetics contrib-
ute to a sense of disarray, reinforcing 
the film’s portrayal of a telenovela-
style fantasy that juxtaposes glitz with 
the darker realities of its characters’ 
lives. This contrast is intended to en-
hance the emotional stakes, and it of-
ten results in a garish presentation.

At the heart of ‘Emilia Perez’ lies a 
multitude of themes, including identity, 
ambition, and the quest for happiness 
amidst chaos. The film juxtaposes the 
personal journeys of its four main fe-
male characters, each navigating their 
own struggles within the backdrop of a 
tumultuous Mexico. The narrative at-
tempts to address deeper issues, such 
as the complexities of gender identity 
and societal expectations. 

Screening at the new time of 
10.30am, on Sunday March 9 at The 
Union Theatre, 96 Graham Street, 
Wonthaggi.  BCFFG members entry 
free, with general public welcome at 
usual box office prices.

To find out more, visit the website: 
basscoastfinefilmgroup.weebly.com/
current-season, and follow the links 
to the film.

The Bass Coast Fine Film Group is 
proudly sponsored by the Bass Coast 
Shire.

The Bass Coast Fine 
Film Group presents 

‘Emilia Perez’
GET READY for the return 

of a legendary event! After 30 
years, Mad Hatters is back in 
Poowong, and you won’t want to 
miss it. 

This iconic live music ex-
travaganza is set for March 
1st, 2025, 8pm at the Poowong 
Public Hall. Dust off your fan-
ciest hat, pack your esky, and 
prepare for a night filled with 
incredible tunes, dancing, and 
whimsical fun!

Join us for a night headlined 
by the retro rock sensations 
Temper Temper, the soulful 
melodies of Anna Scionti, and 
the crowd-pleasing duo The 
Fossils & Trevor Holland. It’s all 
about the vibe, so don’t forget to 
bring your unique hat and your 
favourite “Drink Me” potion 
(BYO, no glass, please).

Camping is available for just 
$10 a night around the Rec Re-
serve, but remember to keep 
off the actual oval – the Queen 
of Hearts insists. For bookings, 
call Clint at 0429 626 330. And 
of course, merchandise will be 
available, so get your t-shirts, 
hoodies, and beanies to com-
memorate this fantastic event!

Mark your calendars and get 
ready for a mad celebration like 
no other.

For more information contact: 
Jim Forbes on 0418 561 807 
or go to: www.madhatters2025.
com

Mad Hatters  
this March in 

Poowong

OVER TWO days in March, 
the Bass Coast Surf Film Fes-
tival will bring a selection of 
carefully curated Australian 
and International films to the 
surf and surf interested com-
munity in our region.  

Ten feature-length and short 
films will be shown across 
three sessions on Friday 
March 14 and Saturday March 
15, at Berninneit Cinema, 91 
Thompson Ave, Cowes, on 
Phillip Island The sessions 
start 7.00 pm Friday, 4.00 pm 
Saturday and 7.00 pm Satur-
day and cost $20 per session 
or $50 for a weekend pass cov-
ering the whole festival.   Tick-
ets available through Trybook-
ing.

2025 is the second year  

Phillip Island has hosted the 
annual festival and the event 
has grown to showcase more 
films and will also include 
extra community fun, with lo-
cal surf legend Mal Gregson 
speaking to introduce the festi-
val on Friday night, local band 
Foxy Junes playing on Satur-
day evening, a free raffle, plus 
a presentation of surf memo-
rabilia courtesy of Phillip Is-
land’s National Surf Reserve. 

“The films capture the spirit 
of the ocean in different, excit-
ing ways. From ‘You Should 
Have Been Here Yesterday’, 
celebrating Australia’s early 
surfing culture, through short, 
independent films ‘Book of 
Hunter’, ‘Sleepwalking’, ‘Over 
the Undertow’, ‘Creatures of 

Habit’, ‘Sayung Indonesia’, 
‘Surfing with Kelp and Sharks’ 
and ‘Yama, to ‘Place of Thorns’, 
which tells the story of one of 
the world’s most incredible 
waves, Mexico’s Puerto Escon-
dido, and ‘Great Ocean Love’, 
about local women’s connec-
tion to the water along Victo-
ria’s Great Ocean Road, there 
is bound to be something for 
everyone. Watching these films 
on the big screen with sur-
round sound is like being in 
the water with the surfers,” 
Festival organiser Anneli McK-
innon said. 

“If you love the ocean, you’ll 
enjoy the films, and you’ll re-
ally love experiencing them 
here, with a like-minded com-
munity.”

Experience ocean thrills and stories at  
the annual Bass Coast Surf Film Festival

Showing at the Bass Coast Surf Film Festival is one of ten films, ‘Yama.’ Photo Maddy Meddings
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ACROSS
1 Bliss (8)
5 Gavel (6)
10 Arrangement (3-2)
11 Peninsula in Türkiye (9)
12 Roma is its capital (6)
13 From the UK (7)

14 Fussy (8)
15 Shaping garment (6)
18 From Tuscany (6)
20 Providing food and drink 

for an event (8)
21 Furnace parts (7)
24 Oval, edible nut-like seed (6)

27 Funeral or burial rites (9)
28 Arabian gazelle (5)
29 Young cat (6)
30 Southern Asian country (8)

DOWN
1 Corrosion (4)
2 Heights (9)
3 Part of flower’s calyx (5)
4 Asserting positively (8)
6 Japanese emperor from 

1989 (7)
7 Indigenous people (NZ) (5)
8 German parliament (9)
9 Smooth-spoken (4)
14 Conglomeration of fabric 

scraps (9)
16 Lab worker (9)
17 Country divided by the 

South China Sea (8)
19 Relic (7)
22 A useful quality (5)
23 Go by ship (4)
25 Florida city (5)
26 Plot (4)

SOLUTION

 No. 178WORDFIT

9-LETTER

3 LETTERS
ADO
ALE
APT
BOA
BOB
BUG
CRY
DUE
ERA
IRS
MET
MRS
MUM
NIP
ODE
OIL
ORE
PUS
RAP
SAT
SEW
TEE

4 LETTERS
BRAN
ERAS
ERRS
GNUS
LEER
SCUM
SOBS
SOIL
SUIT
TWEE

5 LETTERS
ADDED
ADORE
AORTA
AREN’T
ARIAS
ARISE
AURAL
CHEAT
ENSUE
EXILE
FUSED
HASTE
HOSTS
INTER
IRATE
LEAFS
LLAMA
LYRES
MANES
MEDAL
METES
MUDDY
NEEDY
NOOSE
OCEAN
OTTER
PAGAN
ROUND
ROUSE
SEEDS
SENSE
SHEER
SIGMA
SLEDS

SPLIT
STABS
STAMP
STEMS
STRUT
TEAMS
TEASE
TESTS
THREE
TIRED
TOTES
TROOP
TRUER
TSARS

6 LETTERS
ATONES
DEBASE
POISES
STREAM
TAPPED
TATTOO

7 LETTERS
ADAMANT
DIRTIER
INTRUDE
NUCLEAR
SENATOR
STERNER

8 LETTERS
ATHEISTS
EXHAUSTS
RATIONED
REGULATE

10 LETTERS
PRACTISING
STIMULANTS

T A P P E D

No. 269CROSSWORD

D

O

N A

C

NA
N

E
Using the nine letters in the grid, how many 
words of four letters or more can you list? 
The centre letter must be included and each 
letter may only be used once. No colloquial 
or foreign words. No capitalised nouns, 
apostrophes or plural nouns ending in ‘s’.

Each number corresponds to a letter of the alphabet. Two have been filled in 
for you, can you work out the rest?

Can you find all the words listed?  
The leftover letters will spell out a secret message.

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from 1 to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical columns, each 
of the nine horizontal rows and each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Remember, no number can occur more than 
once in any row, column or box.

10 words: Good
15 words: Very good
21 words: Excellent

Today’s Aim:
aced, acne, aeon, 
anode, anon, cane, 
caned, canna, 
canned, cannon, 
CANNONADE, 
cannoned, canoe, 
canoed, canon, 
coda, dace, dance, 
deacon, dean, ocean

CODEWORD: 1 = G, 2 = Y, 3 = Q, 4 = R, 5 = E, 6 = I, 7 = C, 8 = H, 9 = N, 10 = L, 11 = M, 12 = Z, 13 = D, 14 = K, 15 = X, 16 = A,  
17 = U, 18 = S, 19 = O, 20 = T, 21 = F, 22 = P, 23 = W, 24 = B, 25 = J, 26 = V

No. 259CODEWORD

WORD SEARCH

SUDOKU

J
25 18 5 8 24 11

13 17 22 10 5 15 16 22 5 15 5 18

13 5 8 22 21 20

7 19 11 5 16 22 22 4 19

V
26 16 10

22 10 2 4 22

22 10 16 2 22 5 9 13 5 10 8 6

19 18 5 19

16 12 17 4 5 5 15 22 10 19 4 5

5 17 21 22 5

16 9 5 7 13 19 20 5 20 6 7 14

1 14 23 9 8 10

18 5 3 17 5 10 18 20 16 20 17 5

18 18 18 5 10 24

8 2 5

6 3

4 2 8

1 2 9

5 1 7 6

6 5 8 2 4

6 1 5 8 9

8 9 3 4

4 3 2

EASY

5 2 7

1 6 3 4

8 5 4

2

8 4 9

6 1 3

8 9 1

9 2 7

7

MEDIUM

361527894

216795348

132854967

475918236

758431629

684279153

829346571

943682715

597163482

EASY

MEDIUM

798634215

261479538

432716859

154297683

345821796

916582374

623158947

879365421

587943162

SO
LU

TI
O

N

SO
LU

TI
O

N

STABSHASTETOTES
TROOPOTTERARENT
AURALSHEERTEASE
METINTERSATMUM
PRACTISINGPOISES

HPSENATOR
METESSTRUTSOIL
EXHAUSTSSOBSCRY
DIRTIERNUCLEAR
ALETWEEREGULATE
LEERARIASMANES

ADAMANTPM
TAPPEDSTIMULANTS
ERABOBROUSEOIL
SIGMAROUNDADORE
TSARSADDEDFUSED
SENSENEEDYSEEDS

SO
LU

TI
O

N

SOLUTIONS

T H O M A S J E F F E R S O N

G R Z A C H A R Y T A Y L O R

J A M E S M O N R O E J E J A

G E O R G E B U S H T O L O E

J A M E S K P O L K A H D H E

R S D O N O T D E S I N R N E

B I L L C L I N T O N F T T O

L J O H N A D A M S E K A Y D

H E R B E R T H O O V E R L B

W I L L I A M M C K I N L E Y

J A M E S M A D I S O N U R T

G E R A L D R F O R D E T O S

J O H N Q U I N C Y A D A M S

B A R A C K O B A M A Y E R V

C A L V I N C O O L I D G E E

BARACK OBAMA

BILL CLINTON

CALVIN COOLIDGE

GEORGE BUSH

GERALD R. FORD

HERBERT HOOVER

JAMES K. POLK

JAMES MADISON

JAMES MONROE

JOHN ADAMS

JOHN F. KENNEDY

JOHN QUINCY  
 ADAMS

JOHN TYLER

THOMAS 
 JEFFERSON

WILLIAM MCKINLEY

ZACHARY TAYLOR

1. What is the capital of 
Ethiopia?

2. In which US state is the 
John F. Kennedy Space 
Center located?

3. Which chemical element 
has the symbol Bi?

4. In which state or territory  
is Coffin Bay?

5. True or false: the giraffe 
(pictured) is a ruminant?

6. Which NFL team originally 
called Staley Field its 
home?

7. Jason Voorhees is a 
character from which  
film series?

8. Name the two countries 
located on the island 
of Hispaniola in the 
Caribbean.

9. When did the Louvre  
open in Paris: a) 1743,  
b) 1793 or c) 1843? 

10. True or false: some 
tarantula species are 
venomous?

QUICK QUIZ 

ANSWERS: 1. Addis Ababa 2. Florida 3. Bismuth 4. South Australia 5. True 6. The Chicago Bears 
7. Friday the 13th 8. Haiti and the Dominican Republic 9. b) 1793 10. True

PUZZLES

| PUZZLES AND PAGINATION ©2102

1 14
2 15
3 16
4 17
5 18
6 19
7 20
8 21
9 22
10 23
11 24
12 25 J
13 26 V

No. 269

No. 268

No. 179

SECRET MESSAGE: Great leaders do not desire 
to lead but to serve
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Newhaven’s Jenny Merrick and 
Penelope Rowe of Harmers Haven are 
set to tackle the 5km distance in the 
Deb Rielly Run for the Kids. A19_0825

Toby Rawson and Leicani Trotta 
enjoying best mullet at the Foster 
Show B76_0825

Bernadette and Joe Brady from 
Mornington at the Foster Show 
B77_0825

Lane, Alex and Sarah Dubignon all 
enjoying the Foster Show B79_0825

Oscar Heidobro and Neve Sharry 
from Melbourne at the Foster Show 
B83_0825

Former Wonthaggi coalminer Dan 
Carr and George Scott OAM welcoming 
the return of the Wonthaggi State 
Coal Mine whistle B08_0825

Former coalminer Reg Wilson and 
Frank Cengia witnessing the return 
of the Wonthaggi State Coal Mine 
whistle B07_0825

Ian and Marg Sullivan at Apex Park 
for the return of the State Coal Mine 
whistle in Wonthaggi B09_0825

Libby Carr watching brother-in-law 
Dan Carr introduce the return of the 
State Coal Mine whistle to Apex Park 
B16_0825

Jess Lynch, Krystin Wurzbacher and 
Emma Kaddatz dressed in pink for 
Nyora Cricket Club’s Pink Stumps Day 
on Saturday. Tk01_0825

Gaby Hynes of the Bass Coast 
Breakers is ready to take on the 10km 
run, saying she needs to fi nish in time 
to start work at 11am. A20_0825

Mick Nys and Christy Horton 
attended Pink Stumps Day at Nyora 
Cricket Club. Tk03_0825

Isabelle Wells is ready to support 
Harry Whalan as he gets ready to set 
off  on the 5km run. A21_0825

Jayde Vlasveld, Stephanie Thomas 
and Sarah Turner supported Nyora 
Cricket Club’s Pink Stumps Day on 
Saturday afternoon. Tk04_0825

Neville and David Cann are ready to 
run 5km. A22_0825

Georgie Snell and Jacinta Chisholm 
at Nyora Cricket Club’s Pink Stumps 
Day. Tk05_0825

Sentinel-Times
>>> ORDER THESE AND OTHER PHOTOS 5672 1888

Pictures of you and your friends at Foster Show,
Wonthaggi State Coal Mine whistle, Pink Stumps Day at 

Nyora Cricket Club and Deb Rielly Run for the Kids.
of the Wonthaggi State Coal Mine 
whistle 

for the return of the State Coal Mine 
whistle in Wonthaggi 

Tayla, Sophie, Rhonda and Chelsea from the Lester family at the Foster 

Show B78_0825
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Your local 
Real Estate & 

Livestock Specialists

H
M

11
71
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TOORA

•   Immaculate 2 bed, approx. 582m2

•   Covered rear deck, views to Prom
•   Large master, excellent storage
•   Parking apron, space for a 

shed STCA

$480,000
Contact Andrea Adams 0429 822 801

MARDAN

•  Highly productive 52HA / 130 acres
• Water security, Toomeys Ck
• Springs, Dams, troughs
• 14 paddocks, stock yards, sheds
• Updated lovely 2 bed cottage

$1,720,000 
Contact Irene Walker 0429 045 632

STONY CREEK / 
DUMBALK

40HA / 100 acres grazing

KARDELLA SOUTH
W/B Home on 4 acres

KORUMBURRA
Commercial investment

Contact Irene Walker 0429 045 632

IRENE WALKER
0429 045 632

iwalker@sej.com.au

LEONGATHA
Ph 5662 4033

ANDREA ADAMS
0429 822 801

aadams@sej.com.au

FOSTER 
Ph 5682 2800www.sej.com.au

iwalker@sej.com.au

ANDREA ADAMS

aadams@sej.com.au

FOSTER

•  1x2-bed unit plus 1x1-bed unit
•  Approx. 1428m2, edge of town
•  1-bed with disabled access
•  Currently tenanted for 

immediate income 

$410,000
Contact Andrea Adams 0429 822 801

SANDY POINT

•  Highset home in quiet spot, 
5 mins walk to beach

•  Under home storage, fl at parking
•  Elevated deck with treetop views
•  4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms

$650,000
Contact Andrea Adams 0429 822 801

WOORARRA EAST

• Farmhouse on 26 acres approx
•  Gently undulating land, fenced 

paddocks, stables.
• 4 bed, modernised bathroom
• Dbl garage, 12x7.5 shed, feed shed

$795,000
Contact Andrea Adams 0429 822 801

LEONGATHA SOUTH

•  Coast to country living
• 27HA / 68 acres grazing
• 3bed, 2bath, 3car home
• Study, sunroom & solar
• Huge shed, room to grow

$1,650,000 
Contact Irene Walker 0429 045 632

RANCEBY

•  23.10HA / 57 acres Grazing
• Close to town, ideal turnout block
• 5 paddocks inc. hay paddock
• Good quality steel stock yards
• Dams (4), undulating hill country

$685,000 
Contact Irene Walker 0429 045 632

COMING 
SOON!

Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

65 Trease & Robbins Rd, Mardan
For Sale $880,000
Agent SEJ Real Estate
Irene Walker 0429 045 632

3 1 2 2.18 acres

THERE is a story to be 
told here, where a love of 
the old school has created 
a unique and special home, 
and just like in the story 
books this one is found 
by crossing a little bridge, 
meandering to the end of 
a country lane, where the 
river runs, and the dis-
tant hills cradle you, in the 
Dumbalk Valley.

The farmhouse still re-
tains the charm of a classic 
weatherboard with ten foot 
ceilings and Baltic pine tim-
ber floorboards.
The home features:
• �Weatherboard home on 

title 2.18 acres in addi-
tion to the river lease with 
frontage to the Tarwin 
River East branch.

• �The kitchen is the heart of 
the home with a beautiful 
Esse wood stove, a gas/
electric oven, walk in pan-
try and plenty of room for 
a sprawling dining table 
and chairs to relax.

• �Lounge room come music 
room, with wood heater 
that leads into a cosy li-
brary / sitting room, the 
perfect place to relax and 
read or simply ponder life 
looking out into the garden.

• �Three spacious bed-
rooms.

• �Updated combined bath-
room and laundry.

• �Together with the Esse 
wood stove, a reverse 
cycle air conditioner, 
ceilings fans and Nobo 

heaters the home is kept 
warm and cool all year 
round.
Step outside on the veran-

das that sweep you out into 
the garden.  A combination 
of low maintenance, ever 
evolving plantings to pro-
ductive, colourful and deli-
cious vegetable and berry 
beds, a variety of orchard 
plantings complete with 
a frog pond and the most 
beautiful spacious chook 
house to complete this 
country harvest garden.

There is a permanent wa-
ter licence of 2.2mgl per 
year to pump from the river 
for stock and domestic pur-
poses, providing absolute 
water security for you to be 
truly self-sufficient.

The sheds vary, all telling 
a story of yesteryear from 
potting and woodsheds, 
carports to a studio and 
the sheep shearing and 
feed pens all dressed up to 
look like an old gold mining 
town. Cleverly done, bring-
ing joy to this story telling 
garden and home.

There’s more, to see and 
feel. The serenity, here at 
the end of a country lane, 
with your very own river! 
Situated 17 min. to Mir-
boo North, 20 min. to Le-
ongatha and two hours to 
Melbourne.

For a Due Diligience 
Checklist go to: consumer.
vic.gov.au/duediligience-
checklist

‘Bells’s End’
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eldersrealestate.com.auOv�  40 ye� s’ exp� ience

Korumburra 773m2

Elevated Block Home
• 3 beds, 1 bath home in great location

Nyora  200 Acres
Country Living
• Ideal for a variety of farming activities

Ryanston 3.05 Acres
Sensational Coastal Views
• 3.05 acres of prime real estate

Mountain View 84 Acres
• Rolling Hills
• 1938 - built home 
• Ideal for Livestock

Elders Korumburra
11 Commercial Street
Ph 5658 1894

Elders Leongatha
37 Bair Street
Ph 5662 3523

BEN TOWNSEND  
Licensed Estate Agent

0400 594 487 

SHARON TURTON 
Sales Consultant

0447 604 796

HELEN ARESTIA 
Sales Support
03 5662 3523

NATALIE RES   
Property Manager 

0439 383 091

G
G
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74
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sold sold sold
Coming

soon

Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

130 D M Scotts Road, 
Korumburra Sth
For Sale $900,000
Agent Elders
Ben Townsend 0400 594 487

Land 109 acres

PRIME opportunity for those seek-
ing a well-maintained piece of undulat-
ing to hill country just one hour and 
15 minutes from Melbourne’s south  
eastern suburbs. The property is 
equipped with power to the disused 
dairy, featuring a concrete holding yard 
(100 head). The solid four bay shed 
provides ample protection for machin-
ery and hay storage.  At the property 
entry are the newly constructed stock-
yards and crush overlooking the hay 
shed, disused dairy, and farmland. 
With excellent infrastructure, this is 
the ideal property for those looking to 
escape city life while still being within 
easy reach of Melbourne and only five 
minutes from local amenities in Ko-
rumburra.

The property comprises of 17 main 
paddocks all with electric fencing and 
excellent boundary fences. There are 
multiple hay paddocks that can pro-
duce around 50-100 round bales a year. 

Plenty of water for stock with two 
main dams and a diesel piston pump 
at one of the dams which pumps to 
the header tank. There is a permanent 
creek running through the middle of 
the property and 14 water troughs.

Working improvements include dis-
used dairy with power and calf nursery. 
Large 20m x 14m machinery/hay shed 
and one bay includes concrete floor. 
Stock yards and race with a forcing yard.

An option to purchase the adjoining 
57-acre (approx.) title to then apply for 
a potential building permit for the col-
lective 109 + 57 acres (subject to coun-
cil approval).

For further information or to in-
spect the property, please contact Ben 
Townsend on 0400 594 487.

For a Due Diligence Checklist go 
to: consumer.vic.gov.au/duediligence-
checklist

109 acres  
of options
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Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

12-18 Walker Street, Dalyston
For Sale $990,000 to $1,080,000
Agent Alex Scott & Staff
Mick Chambers 0418 349 783

3 2 6 3045m2

3 Gilfedder Terrace, Mirboo North
For Sale $1,080,000 - $1,150,000
Agent Alex Scott & Staff
Emily Hillberg 0422 622 299
Dan Huther 0418 334 801
Andrew Newton 0402 940 320
Tony Giles 0407 528 192

3 2 5 5 Acres

WELCOME to a truly extraordi-
nary lifestyle property—the result 
of visionary craftsmanship and 
passionate dedication to creating 
something remarkable. This prop-
erty is more than just a home; it’s 
an experience waiting to unfold.

Your enchantment begins the 
moment you arrive. The post-
and-rail front fence sets the stage, 
leading your eyes to the sandstone 
brick home with its full-length 
front veranda and impeccable out-
door entertainment area. All of 
this is nestled amidst lush, metic-
ulously maintained gardens and 
framed by the serene beauty of 
views of the Strzelecki State For-
est. With a north-facing aspect, the 
home is bathed in natural light, 
creating an inviting and harmoni-
ous atmosphere.

Step inside, and you’ll find an 
open-plan living space designed for 
comfort and connection. Bright, 
airy, and spacious, the interior of-
fers seamless flow and functional-
ity. The well-appointed kitchen is 
a centrepiece, featuring a break-
fast bar, walk-in pantry, 900mm 
stainless steel gas cooktop with 
an electric oven, a stainless-steel 
range hood, a dishwasher, and a 
generous meal preparation area.

The outdoor entertaining area is 
the crown jewel of this property. 
Double doors open to connect in-
door and outdoor spaces, offering 
the perfect venue for hosting or 
relaxing. Surrounded by the pris-
tine environment of the Strzelecki 
Ranges, this space brings you 
closer to nature in a profound 
way. Picture yourself with your 
feet up in the charming gazebo—a 
magical spot to unwind or gather 
with friends and family.

Comfort is a priority, with both 
a freestanding wood heater and 
reverse-cycle air conditioning pro-
viding year-round climate control. 
The thoughtfully designed sleeping 

arrangements ensure privacy and 
functionality. The master suite, 
positioned at one end of the home, 
boasts an ensuite and a walk-in 
robe. At the opposite end, two ad-
ditional bedrooms share a central 
family bathroom, complete with a 
stepless shower, wall-mounted ce-
ramic vanity, and a bathtub.

For those with a green thumb, 
this property offers exceptional 
horticultural opportunities. Grow 
your own fresh produce with ease, 
thanks to the well-established or-
chard and raised garden beds. 
Ample rainwater storage and ex-
cellent fencing make this property 
as practical as it is beautiful.

The garage next to the house 
spans 9.3m x 5.9m and provides 
two vehicle bays and a dedicated 
workshop area, with a concrete 
floor and power. Complementing 
this is the American-style three-
bay barn which measures 10m 
x 8m, complete with a concrete 
floor, power, and an insulated 
roof. The central bay offers a 
clearance height of approximately 
3.8m, making it ideal for a large 
caravan, horse float or boat.

Conveniently located just a short 
drive from Mirboo North town 
centre, on a sealed road with the 
school bus stopping right at the 
front gate which services both pri-
mary and secondary schools. If 
you’re ready to embrace a new way 
of living, look no further. This is 
the lifestyle property you’ve been 
dreaming of—a perfect blend of 
practicality and natural beauty. 
Don’t miss the opportunity to 
make this extraordinary property 
your own. 

Disclaimer; Whilst every care 
has been taken in preparing the 
above information, it is to be 
used as a guide only.  Please re-
fer to the appropriate legal docu-
mentation to complete your due 
diligence.

Where vision meets nature in Mirboo North

WELCOME to this exquisite two-storey 
sandstone brick home, nestled in the 
heart of Dalyston on a sprawling 3045sqm 
block. With meticulous attention to detail, 
this residence boasts a charming sand-
stone brick facade, surrounded by mani-
cured landscaped gardens that create a 
serene atmosphere. The property features 
decorative paths and driveways, enhanc-
ing its appeal and providing a warm wel-
come.

Step inside and discover a spacious 
layout designed for comfort and conve-
nience. The downstairs area includes a 
second living room, two large bedrooms 
with walk-in robes, a fully equipped laun-
dry, and a bathroom featuring a luxurious 
corner spa bath. Upstairs, the heart of the 
home awaits with a well-appointed kitchen 
showcasing stainless steel electric cooking 
appliances, ample storage, and a break-
fast bar. The open-plan dining and living 
area effortlessly flows to a large outdoor 
decking, perfect for summer evenings 
spent entertaining family and friends.

Outdoors, you’ll find ample space for 
children to play and pets to roam. The 
property includes a large double garage 
servicing the main home, an expansive 
20m x 6m workshop garage complete 
with a built-in mancave, and a 10m x 5m 
garage/workshop that is ideal for a cara-
van or boat. With easy access to beautiful 
beaches, shops, schools, and recreation-
al activities, this home offers the perfect 
blend of coastal living and modern con-
venience. Don’t miss your chance to own 
this stunning property.

This one ticks 
all the boxes
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• Secluded country retreat
• 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom
• 3,693m² block

$950,000
Contact: Korumburra Office

1075 Outtrim-Leongatha Road

OUTTRIM 

• Grand period home
• Prime corner location
• 3 bedroom, 3 living

$695,000
Contact: Korumburra Office

23 Bridge Street

KORUMBURRA 

• Spacious Family Home
• 4/5 bedroom, 2 bathroom
• Under house workshop

$550,000
Contact: Korumburra Office

9 Mair Crescent

KORUMBURRA

• Elevated position
• Easy to manage 763m² block
• Modern 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom

$575,000
Contact: Korumburra Office

24 Massimo Way

KORUMBURRA

• 3 bedrooms plus office
• 2.5 acres
• Unparalleled views

$1,475,000
Contact: Wonthaggi Office

10 Bellevue Court

KILCUNDA

• 3 bedroom, 1 bathroom
• ¼ acre block
• Partly renovated

$535,000
Contact: Wonthaggi Office

13 Dunn Street

WONTHAGGI

• 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom
• ¼ acre block
• Rear lane access

$530,000
Contact: Wonthaggi Office

63 Broome Crescent

WONTHAGGI

•  3 bedroom, 1 bathroom
•  Rendered brick home
•  Corner block

Auction: Sat, March 8 at 12 noon
Contact: Wonthaggi Office

53 Gordon Street

WONTHAGGI

LEONGATHA 
5662 0922

41 Bair Street 
Andrew Newton 0402 940 320  
Emily Hillberg 0422 622 299 

Tony Giles 0407 528 192
Dan Huther 0418 334 801

KORUMBURRA
5655 1133

36 Bridge Street
Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898

WONTHAGGI
5672 1911   

Cnr Murray & Billson Streets
Cal Nation 0439 334 163

Mick Chambers 0418 349 783
Phil Hanley 0417 140 508 H

M
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 ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU

GRANTVILLE
5678 8433

1505 Bass Highway 
Angus Hall 0466 326 487

• 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 2 car garage
•  Never lived in beautiful home
•  Looking to be loved

$895,000-$920,000 
Contact: Grantville Office

23 Hughes Street

CORINELLA

• 3 bedroom, 1 bathroom with carport
• Popular listing 
• Back on market

$469,000
Contact: Grantville Office

5 Hopkins Drive

GRANTVILLE

• 4 bedroom, 1 bathroom with carport
•  Alluring family home 
•  Investment potential with room to grow

$622,000-$633,000
Contact: Grantville Office

1 Kilburn Street

CORINELLA

• 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 2 car garage
•  Family home with spacious backyard in 

booming Grantville

$579,000
Contact: Grantville Office

5 Brazier Street

GRANTVILLE

•  4.5 acres with established trees
•  Convenient 5 min drive to town centre 
•  Stone-build family home with huge shed 

$1,075,000
Contact: Leongatha Office

233 Racecourse Road

LEONGATHA SOUTH 

•  Located opposite parklands and rail trail
•  3 bed WB home plus 2 bed unit to the rear
•  Priced to sell, book your inspection today

$535,000
Contact: Leongatha Office

16 Greenwood Parade

LEONGATHA 

• Blonde brick home in desirable Jeffrey St
• 3 bed 1 bath home with double carport 
• Great floorplan, in need of a renovation 

$465,000
Contact: Leongatha Office

36 Jeffrey Street

LEONGATHA  

NEW

PRIC
E

•  5ac aprx. lifestyle prop, 3 bed 2 bath 5 car
•  Beautifully maintained with garden
•  Shedding, separate paddocks and more

$1,080,000 - $1,150,000
Contact: Leongatha Office

3 Gilfedder Terrace

MIRBOO NORTH
OPEN SAT. MARCH 1, 10-10.30AM

OPEN SAT. MARCH 1, 11.30AM-12 NOON

NEW

PRIC
E
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Lardner Dairy Sale
Friday 28th February, 11.00am – Lardner Park, Warragul

Entries Incl:
A/c B&A Damschke 

8 Holstein & Holstein cross cows springing to Hereford & Charolais to calve from 6th March for 4 weeks. 

A/c S&F Fiddelaers 
50 empty Holstein heifers 15- 18 mths mostly A.I by Larcrest Contender, Wilara Harvest, 

DeSu 112128 Tailor, Progenesis Kristoff  .Vet checked sound herd replacements. 

A/c V. Stephens 
8 Holstein heifers 8-9 mths by MVP son. Herd av 490 KGMS off  steep hill farm.

A/c Various vendors 
Approx. 20 milkers & springers. 

 NOTE Herd dispersal sale of AG & JM Wagner CANCELLED 
Food van available for refreshments

Elders Pakenham 03 5941 0299
Graeme Battley 0417 545 735
Darryl Adams 0408 385 872
Andrew Mumford 0407 803 360

WARRAGUL
  CATTLE   CATTLE

Simon Henderson 0428 740 750
Jake Anthony 0467 297 794
David Phelan 0429 050 349

• Operating at VLE Leongatha 
• Auctions Plus sales
• Direct and private 
sales of Livestock

• Personal professional service

Phelan & Henderson & Co. Phelan & Henderson & Co. 
Specialists in Livestock 

and Rural Real Estate sales

H
M
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REMINDER NOTICE 

CLEARING SALE 
Truck, Tractor,  

Farm Machinery & Sundries

THIS Friday, 
February 28 at 10am 
510 Korumburra-Warragul Road, 

KORUMBURRA
A/c – K. Fisher 

JA
22

84
0

Complete listing details & photos
www.alexscott.com.au 

or on Facebook: Alex Scott and Staff – Livestock 
Outside Vendors Welcome 

Alex Scott and Staff - Livestock

Rob Ould 0408 595 183 
Alan Bolding 0419 723 255

✓ Herd Book Registered   ✓ Semen Tested   ✓ Sire Verifi ed
✓ HD50K Genotyped    ✓ P.I. Negative

✓ Zoetis Star Breeder (vacc. 7in1, Pestiegard, Vibrovax)
✓ Free of Known Genetic Defects (by pedigree or testing)

Lot 3 Wattlewood Rebound R20 - 
Top 2% of the Angus breed for multiple indexes

Inaugural Bull and Production Sale:
Wednesday 16th March, 2022 at 4pm.
Address: ‘Wattlewood’ 75 Heads Road, Lang Lang 3984

Fiona & John Glover: 0416 216 951
www.wattlewoodstud.com.au

WATTLEWOOD ANGUS

✓ Herd Book Registered   ✓ Semen Tested   ✓ Sire Verifi ed
✓ HD50K Genotyped    ✓ P.I. Negative

✓ Zoetis Star Breeder (vacc. 7in1, Pestiegard, Vibrovax)
✓ Free of Known Genetic Defects (by pedigree or testing)

Lot 3 Wattlewood Rebound R20 - 
Top 2% of the Angus breed for multiple indexes

Inaugural Bull and Production Sale:
Wednesday 16th March, 2022 at 4pm.
Address: ‘Wattlewood’ 75 Heads Road, Lang Lang 3984

Fiona & John Glover: 0416 216 951
www.wattlewoodstud.com.au

WATTLEWOOD ANGUS

Lot 2 Wattlewood Undeterred U17 -
Top 3% of the Angus breed or better for 8 traits!

 Herd Book Registered    Semen Tested    Sire Verified    
 Genotyped    P.I. Negative    Naturally quiet

 Immune Ready (vacc. 7in1, Pestigard, Vibrovax & Rhinogard)
 Free of Known Genetic Defects (by pedigree or testing)

Annual Bull Sale:
Friday 7th March, 2025 at 12 Noon
Address: ‘Wattlewood’ 75 Heads Road, Lang Lang 3984

Fiona & John Glover: 0416 216 951  E: fiona@wattlewoodangus.com.au
www.wattlewoodstud.com.au

✓ Herd Book Registered   ✓ Semen Tested   ✓ Sire Verifi ed
✓ HD50K Genotyped    ✓ P.I. Negative

✓ Zoetis Star Breeder (vacc. 7in1, Pestiegard, Vibrovax)
✓ Free of Known Genetic Defects (by pedigree or testing)

Lot 3 Wattlewood Rebound R20 - 
Top 2% of the Angus breed for multiple indexes

Inaugural Bull and Production Sale:
Wednesday 16th March, 2022 at 4pm.
Address: ‘Wattlewood’ 75 Heads Road, Lang Lang 3984

Fiona & John Glover: 0416 216 951
www.wattlewoodstud.com.au

WATTLEWOOD ANGUS

✓ Herd Book Registered   ✓ Semen Tested   ✓ Sire Verifi ed
✓ HD50K Genotyped    ✓ P.I. Negative

✓ Zoetis Star Breeder (vacc. 7in1, Pestiegard, Vibrovax)
✓ Free of Known Genetic Defects (by pedigree or testing)

Lot 3 Wattlewood Rebound R20 - 
Top 2% of the Angus breed for multiple indexes

Inaugural Bull and Production Sale:
Wednesday 16th March, 2022 at 4pm.
Address: ‘Wattlewood’ 75 Heads Road, Lang Lang 3984

Fiona & John Glover: 0416 216 951
www.wattlewoodstud.com.au

WATTLEWOOD ANGUS

ON THE LAND
Wattlewood hitting the target 
with their breeding objectives

AFTER a successful Beef 
Week Open Day, great re-
sults continued for Wattle-
wood when their entry in the 
Beef Week On Farm Heifer 
Challenge team of 10 heifers 
placed 3rd in the state wide 
competition. The judge, Dun-
can Newcomen assessed over 
20 teams on structure, tem-
perament, consistency, mater-
nal potential, growth and true 
to breed type. Their ‘brothers’ 
are a part of Wattlewood’s An-
nual On Farm Bull Sale on 
Friday, March 7.

The 2025 Wattlewood Angus 
Bull Sale catalogue includes 
progeny of Sterling Pacific, 
SITZ Dignity, Sydgen Enhance, 
Sterling Pacific, the crowd fa-
vorite, Baldridge Command 
and Baldridge Alternative, and 
newcomer E & B Wildcat.

As always, the Glovers pride 
themselves on producing 
‘Ready To Work’ bulls with a 
quiet demeaner and structur-
al integrity. The 35 bulls have 
not only been Genotyped, Se-
men Tested, but also comply 
with all the Immune Ready 
Guidelines which include test-
ed P.I. Negative had their vac-
cinations and boosters of 7 in 
1, Pestiegard, Vibrovax and 
Rhinogard, making them a 
sound prospect to go straight 
out with the cows with confi-

dence.
From 9.30 am on Friday the 

7th of March, Wattlewood will 
commence their Sale Day with 
inspections of the 35 quality 
bulls on offer and morning 
tea. The sale will then start at 
12 noon. with the offering of 
the 2025 Wattlewood Angus 
‘Pick Of the Pair’ Charity Heif-
ers where all proceeds of this 
package will be donated to 

The Cancer Council’s ‘Biggest 
Morning Tea’.

“The heifers we have cho-
sen to donate, happen to be 
the top of the Autumn 2024 
drop and will not disappoint 
any breeder looking to po-
tentially adding one of these 
beauties to their herd”. Fiona 
says. The auction will then 
flow on to the 35 HBR bulls 
and of course, all this will be  

interfaced on AuctionsPlus if 
you can’t make it on the day.

After the sale, attendees are 
welcomed to join the Wattle-
wood team for lunch and re-
freshments.

For further information 
about the Wattlewood Annual 
Bull Sale and the Charity Heif-
ers for The Biggest Morning 
Tea, please feel free to contact 
Fiona on 0416 216 951.

Beef Week Heifer Challenge contestants Fiona and John Glover and Rachael Cochran. 

TUESDAY’S Prime Cattle sale deliv-
ered strong prices, Rohan McRae of 
Elders saying cows brought in up to 
30 cents more per kilo and it was a 
dearer market in general.

The total yarding of 2,800 was simi-
lar to the previous week.

“Trade cattle were 10 or 15 cents 
dearer, manufacturing steers gained 
10 or 15 cents, heavy heifers gained 
15 to 20 cents, and cows gained 15 to 
30 cents,” Rohan said.

He believes the improved prices are 
partially due to so many cattle having 
been sold in recent times due to dryer 
conditions since Christmas, leaving 
less available, with longer-term local 
conditions also playing a part.

Rohan highlighted the fact such a 
large area has been dry for a long time, 
including the Western District, con-
trasting that with the overall season 
for local cattle.

“Our cattle are presenting in best 
slaughter condition, so they’re prob-
ably getting a better result out of the 
cattle at Leongatha than they might at 
other saleyards around the state,” he 
said.

“The cattle coming through our 
market are out of South and West 
Gippsland and they are showing the 
residual benefits of (having) a full sea-
son under their belt; so, it’s been dry 
January and February but pre-Christ-
mas we had a very good season and 
cattle are still showing the results of 
that.”

Rohan also noted the abundant re-
cent rain in East Gippsland, com-
menting that rain in general helps the 
market.

Prime Cattle sell 
strongly at Leongatha
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Pendergast Alpine Livestock
200 Hereford & Angus Hereford x
Mixed Sex, Vendor Bred, Grassfed
No Antibiotics 
Greenhams Never Ever 
Accredited

PJ & SM Soutter
100 Hereford Steers 
50 Hereford
Heifers Weaned, Vendor Bred,
Grassfed, No Antibiotics
Greenhams Never Ever 
Accredited

DW Betts
120 Hereford + Hereford Short
Mixed Sex Weaned, Vendor Bred,
Grassfed, No Antibiotics
Greenhams Never Ever 
Accredited

BS Dyer
140 Hereford Mixed Sex, Karoonda
Clippal Blood Weaned, Vendor Bred,
Antibiotic Free, Grassfed
Greenhams Never Ever 
Accredited

G & S Crisp
80 Hereford + Hereford Short Horn 
Mixed Sex Weaned, Vendor Bred, 
Antibiotic Free, Grassfed
Greenhams Never Ever 
Accredited

AL Fitzgerald, “Shanonvale”
65 Hereford Mixed Sex, Vendor
Bred, Antibiotic Free, Grassfed
Greenhams Never Ever 
Accredited

RE & AM Connley & E Coulthard
75 Hereford Mixed Sex, 7 - 9
Months Weaned, Vendor Bred,
Grassfed, No Antibiotics, Handled
with Horses & Dogs
Greenhams Never Ever 
Accredited

Luke Dyer
40 Angus + Angus Hereford x
Mixed Sex, Bonang Ingram Bred
Weaned,  Vendor Bred, Grassfed,
No Antibiotics
Greenhams Never Ever 
Accredited

RT Gilmore
70 Angus x Angus x Mixed Sex,
7 - 9 Months Weaned, Vendor
Bred, Grassfed, No Antibiotics

AK & EM Farms
25 Hereford Mixed Sex, Vendor
Bred, Grassfed, No Antibiotics
Greenhams Never Ever 
Accredited

Munson & Coleman
40 Hereford Steer Calves, 14 - 15
Months, Clippal + Valley Vista Blood,
Outstanding Growth, Vendor Bred,
Antibiotic Free, Grassfed
Greenhams Never Ever 
Accredited

M & L Troake
30 Hereford Mixed Sex, Teske
Blood, Vendor Bred, Antibiotic Free,
Grassfed

KW & J Pendergast
20 Hereford Steers, Vendor 
Bred, Antibiotic Free, Grassfed 
Greenhams Never Ever 
Accredited

Ray & Max Pendergast
20 Hereford Steers, Kimberley
Blood, Vendor Bred, Antibiotic Free,
Grassfed
Greenhams Never Ever 
Accredited

R & M Pendergast
10 Angus Hereford (1st x) Heifers,
Weaned, Vendor Bred, Antibiotic
Free, Grassfed
Greenhams Never Ever
 Accredited

David Olssen
15 Angus Steers Weaned, Vendor
Bred, Antibiotic Free, Grassfed

G Sinnott
30 Hereford Steers, Kimberley 
BloodWeaned, Vendor Bred, 
Antibiotic Free, Grassfed

RW & AM Tomkins
12 Angus x Mixed Sex Grassfed, 
Vendor Bred

C Connley
12 Hereford + Hereford x Mixed 
Sex  Vendor Bred, Antibiotic Free,
Grassfed

D Tomkins
6 Hereford Mixed Sex, All Weaners
Vendor Bred, Antibiotic Free, Grassfed

J & C Fitzgerald
6 Hereford Steers, Bonang Bred
Vendor Bred, Antibiotic Free,  Grassfed

Brad Obst                 0417 398 026
Graeme Fullgrabe     0408 516 432
Billy Trinder              0448 930 053
Donald Betts             0428 591 572
Gus Rogers               0499 118 521
Travis Riseley           0476 639 566
Eric Jamieson           0438 521 269

Brad Obst
Graeme Fullgrabe
Billy Trinder
Donald BettsDonald Betts
Gus Rogers
Travis Riseley

Donald Betts

HINNOMUNJIE CALF SALE
TUESDAY 4TH MARCH AT 10AM 

MCKENZIES LANE, HINNOMUNJIE

Big enough to count, small enough to care!

EAST GIPPSLAND LIVESTOCK

EN
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1200 1200

Outstanding Yarding of Vendor Bred, True Mountain District Calves. 
Predominately Weaned, Naturally & Intentionally. 

The Quality is outstanding and gives every bit of satisfaction to new & repeated purchasers.

Soft floor yards  |  Trough water 

SUCCESS THROUGH SERVICE

LIVESTOCK AGENTS,
LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENTS,

PROPERTY MANAGERS, AUCTIONEERS
www.alexscott.com.au

36 BRIDGE STREET, KORUMBURRA   PH: 5655 1133   FAX: 5655 2480

Real Estate Sales

Livestock Sales
KORUMBURRA

David Ryan  0408 311 895

LEONGATHA
Dane Perczyk - Livestock Manager 0408 176 063
Jack Curtis    0427 762 670

WARRAGUL
Neil Darby - Livestock Manager 0418 595 265
Terry Ahearn 0438 562 816
Jordan Sim 0448 058 435
Mark Malacarne 0418 654 590
Georgie Snell  0417 100 657

FOSTER
Dick Faulkner 0408 595 174
Brian Vuillermin 0429 436 040

WONTHAGGI
Rob Ould - Livestock Manager 0408 595 183
David Holden 0428 749 390
Alan Bolding 0419 723 255
Dale Atherton 0428 888 300PAKENHAM
David Setches - Livestock Manager 0409 443 473
Glenn Barwick 0408 975 476
Morgan Croucher  0457 001 877 
Tim Gibson  0420 306 599
Imogen Price  0417 225 498

KORUMBURRA
Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898

WONTHAGGI
Phillip Hanley 0417 140 508
Cal Nation 0439 334 163
Mick Chambers  0418 349 783

GRANTVILLE
Brian Silver  0407 347 509
Angus Hall  0466 326 487

INVERLOCH
Marni Lee Redmond 0403 525 413

BERWICK
Tom Gibson  0438 574 472

LEONGATHA
Andrew Newton 0402 940 320
Peter Dwyer 0428 855 244
Emily Hillberg 0422 622 299
Tony Giles 0407 528 192
Dan Huther 0418 334 801

WARRAGUL
Alan Steenholdt 0409 423 822

PAKENHAM
Tom Gibson  0438 574 472 

LANG LANG
Scott McKenzie  0427 552 898

MELBOURNE LAND
Matt Koster  0474 781 711 

COWES
Greg Price  0419 337 441
Maree Malloy 0408 316 715
Chase Watters 0423 272 819

VENUS BAY
Daniel Lawrie 0417 631 252
Sue Lawrie 0419 885 489

KOO WEE RUP
Angus Hall  0466 326 487 JA
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SMALL ACREAGE CULTIVATION

ALL AREAS • Phone Greg 0419 393 375
MR AGRI

• Pasture mulching
• Slashing
• Hoeing & ripping
• Seeding
• Spraying
• Fertiliser spreading
• 10m2 Tipper hire

ELECTRIC FENCE
ENERGIZER 

REPAIRS
Paul Vassil 

(Formerly Vassil Electronics)
38 Lower Gordon St, Korumburra

0408 515 184
JA21217

ON THE LAND
AGRICULTURE Victoria has confirmed 

H7N8 high pathogenicity avian influenza 
(bird flu) on a third poultry farm in Euroa. 
This new detection is in close proximity to 
the two other infected properties.

Victoria’s Acting Chief Veterinary Officer 
Dr Cameron Bell said given the close prox-
imity of these properties, this new detection 
is not unexpected, and that Agriculture Vic-
toria staff are on the ground working closely 
with industry to contain and eradicate the 
virus.

Control orders have been in place since 
H7 was first detected on a poultry farm on 
February 8 2025, restricting the movement 
of poultry, poultry products, equipment, and 
vehicles on or off properties in designated 
zones around the infected properties to pre-
vent disease spread.

These zones include a restricted area cov-
ering a five  kilometre radius around the 
farms, with a broader control area spanning 
east of the Goulburn Valley Freeway and in-
cluding the townships of Euroa, Violet Town, 
Longwood, Ruffy, Avenel and Strathbogie.

‘If you are in the control or restricted areas, 
you cannot move birds, products (including 
eggs and manure) or equipment into, out of, 
or within the area without permit,’ Dr Bell 
said.

‘This includes selling or giving away eggs 
from your poultry – these must not leave 
your property.’

‘A strong biosecurity system relies on every-
one playing their part,’ he said.

‘Immediate notification from poultry own-
ers when they notice their poultry are unwell 
is crucial to us getting on top of this out-
break.’

Community members must report sus-
pect disease and sudden poultry death by 
calling the VicEmergency Hotline on 1800 
226 226.

Avian influenza detected 
at third nearby property

THE VICTORIAN Govern-
ment is supporting the es-
tablishment of plantations on 
farms, to expand and diversi-
fy the state’s timber resources 
and enhance farm productiv-
ity.

The program aims to sup-
port plantation growth on 
farms to expand and diver-
sify Victoria’s timber resourc-
es, while generating other 
benefits such as enhancing 
farm productivity, diversify-
ing income streams for land-
holders through the sale of 
timber and potentially car-
bon credits (or contribute 
to carbon offsets via other 
industry schemes or carbon 
in-setting) and generating 
economic activity in regional 
communities.

As well as supporting the 
establishment of plantations 
in dedicated woodlots, the 
program encourages the in-
tegration of timber trees and 
agriculture in other ways, in-
cluding within shelterbelts 
and in wide-spaced plant-
ings, preferably guided by 
the landholder’s whole farm 
plan. Designed in this way, in-
corporating timber trees into 
the farming landscape  can 
produce a broad range of eco-
nomic, environmental, social 
and cultural benefits.

Grants are available for 
landowners to establish plan-
tations on their properties.

Typical planting regimes 

are as follows, and landown-
ers may choose to establish 
combinations and variations 
of these:

Woodlots – small-scale plan-
tations where production of 
timber is the primary objec-
tive, generally 5 to 20 hect-
ares in size.

Shelterbelts (or timber-
belts)  – strips of trees (often 
in combination with shrubs) 
strategically planted to shelter 
livestock, crops and pastures 
from the elements, as well as 

producing timber.
Wide-spaced plantings  – 

trees planted in rows or 
clumps, much further apart 
than typical woodlots, en-
abling effective grazing of live-
stock or growth of crops, as 
well as producing timber.

Support is available within 
the grant structure to help the 
landowner clarify their objec-
tives and determine the why, 
what, where and how of each 
planting.

Successful applicants will 

be awarded around 50% of 
the typical establishment and 
early management costs to es-
tablish a farm forestry planta-
tion on their land.

Details about program eli-
gibility can be found in the 
Gippsland Farm Forestry Pro-
gram Guidelines 2024-2025.

Applications can be made 
through the Gippsland Farm 
Forestry Sites Grant Applica-
tion Form 2024-2025.

Applications are open and 
close on Friday 7 March 2025. 

Gippsland farm forestry grant program

Grants are available for Gippsland the establishment of plantations on farms, to expand 
and diversify the state’s timber resources and enhance farm productivity.
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MAFFRA
2 Empire Pl
(03) 5141 1700

TRAFALGAR
8-14 Saleyards Rd
(03) 5633 1588

LEONGATHA
15-19 Hughes St
(03) 5637 3300

find out more ttmi.com.au
* T&C's apply. While Stocks Last, Select Plated Floor Stock Only. Photos for 
Illustrative purposes. Finance TAP, based on 15% deposit, 60 months at 1.49%.

MARKET REPORT
Brought to you by...

ON THE LAND

Leongatha Store Sale on Thursday, Feb. 20, 2025
Steers
D Hendriks 12 Angus 	 690kg  	 $3.73 � $2580
Wallan Pastoral 15 Angus 	 656kg  	 $3.88 � $2470
D Hendriks 12 Angus 	 645kg  	 $3.73 � $2410
Wallan Pastoral 13 Angus 	 645kg  	 $3.77 � $2430
R.D & B.M Girling 12 Charo 	 608kg 	 $3.19 � $1940
J. McIlwaine 15 Angus 	 582kg 	 $3.91 � $2280
Wallan Pastoral 12 Angus 	 573kg  	 $3.92 � $2250
Glendale 14 Angus 	 569kg  	 $3.93 � $2240
C.Farr 11 Angus 	 516kg 	 $3.69 � $1910
Tarwin Meadows 14 Hereford 	 505kg  	 $3.66 � $1850
Glendale 11 Angus 	 498kg  	 $3.81 � $1900
D & G Hunter 16 Angus 	 489kg  	 $4.08 � $2000
KR & JA Damon 10 Angus 	 470kg  	 $3.87 � $1820
F Fotopoulos 14 Angus 	 469kg  	 $4.00 � $1880
J & LN Tribuzi 19 Angus 	 469kg 	 $3.64 � $1710
P.Melville 25 Angus 	 466kg 	 $3.68 � $1720
A.Radford 10 Hereford 	 465kg  	 $3.54 � $1650
Westburne 10 Hereford 	 435kg  	 $3.58 � $1560
D & G Hunter 14 Angus 	 422kg  	 $4.02 � $1700
Ankaa P/L 12 Angus 	 422kg  	 $3.69 � $1560
Tracy Hill Dairies 14 Angus 	 420kg  	 $3.95 � $1660
DJ & LJ Young 16 Angus 	 412kg  	 $3.98 � $1640
N Reeves 16 Speck Park 	 399kg  	 $3.35 � $1340
DC & GM Seton 22 Angus 	 397kg  	 $3.65 � $1450
Lyroat Nom 16 Angus 	 388kg 	 $3.96 � $1540
A. Chakuar 11 Angus 	 385kg 	 $3.60 � $1390
HR & YC Hughes 10 Red Angus 	384kg  	 $3.43 � $1320
GS Pastoral 22 Angus 	 378kg  	 $3.73 � $1410
Tracy Hill Dairies 13 Angus 	 375kg  	 $3.71 � $1390
B.Richardson 10 Char 	 372kg 	 $3.57 � $1330
DJ & LJ Young 14 Angus 	 365kg  	 $3.94 � $1440
T Warren 15 Angus 	 346kg  	 $3.90 � $1350
DC & GM Seton 16 Angus 	 345kg  	 $3.88 � $1340 
Heifers
WR Miller 14 Angus 	 428kg  	 $3.38 � $1450
Tracy Hill Dairies 13 Angus 	 408kg  	 $3.30 � $1350
S & S Storr 16 Angus 	 400kg  	 $3.40 � $1360
Westburne 10 Hereford 	 375kg  	 $3.12 � $1170 
B.Armitage 11 Angus 	 366kg 	 $3.33 � $1220
DJ & LJ Young 24 Angus 	 348kg  	 $3.70 � $1290
Argee nom 16 Angus 	 338kg 	 $3.54 � $1200
J & K Tierney 16 Angus 	 323kg 	 $2.84 � $920
JM.McIlwaine 15 Angus 	 323kg 	 $3.31 � $1070
RJ & MJ Bowron 15 Angus 	 306kg  	 $3.03 � $930
Deep Creek Farm 13 Hereford 	 305kg  	 $3.04 � $930 
Xbreed Steers 
D.W.Hasthorpe 12 Angus X 	 302kg 	 $3.64 � $1100 
Cows & Calves
G & D Quinlan 11 x 11 Angus � $2250
G & D Quinlan 9 x 9 Angus � $2200
J & M Derbyshire 2 x 2 Angus/FF x � $1975
J & M Derbyshire 7 x 7 Angus x � $1975 
Joined Heifers 
DM & MJ Goldthorp 15 Angus Hereford� $1875

Store sales lift
By SGSAA

 
AGENTS yarded a larger offering of 2400 

store cattle at last Thursday VLE Leongatha 
store sale. The quality of the offering was 
again very good with plenty of weight in the 
grown steers with a large crowd in atten-
dance. The market was strong with good 
gains on all grades with prices lifting $50 to 
$100 on recent sales with odd sales more 
with renewed interest on the secondary types 
and cows and calves which has been lacking 
for a while.

With strong gains seen in the fat market 
across the board this week and recent handy 
rainfall, local graziers were very keen to put a 
few cattle back in the paddock and competed 
strongly against the regular feedlot orders.

THE COST of producing 
milk in Australia continues 
to compare favourably with 
other dairy-exporting regions, 
despite a structural lift in 
global milk production costs 
across the past five years, ac-
cording to a new report by 
agribusiness banking special-
ist Rabobank.  

In the report, The cost of 
milk: dissecting milk produc-
tion costs, Rabobank says 
dairy farmers in many dairy-
exporting regions have felt the 
pressure of increasingly high-
er milk production costs over 
recent years with the average 
total cost for milk production 
across eight major exporting 
regions increasing by around 
US6c/litre from 2019 to 2024 
(up by 14 per cent) with over 
70 per cent of the increase oc-
curring since 2021. 

Australia, though, was still 
one of the lowest-cost produc-
ers in 2024, the report said, 
despite labour costs in Aus-
tralia increasing significantly 
over the past five years. 

And Australia has also been 
among the regions generating 
the best gross milk price mar-
gins since 2019. 

Report author, RaboRe-
search senior agricultural an-
alyst Emma Higgins said glob-
ally, dairy production cost 
increases have been broad-
based. 

“The majority of the cost 
pressure has been on-farm 
working expenses rather than 
other ancillary costs, such as 
servicing debt, taxes and de-
preciation,” she said. 

“The latest dramatic cycli-
cal cost jump, beginning in 
2021, has occurred amongst 
a unique backdrop, differing 
from other price hike cycles. 
Feed and fertiliser cost in-
creases at the farmgate result-
ed from inclement weather, 
the fallout of the Ukraine war, 
rising energy prices, trade 
disruptions, elevated ship-
ping costs and broader sup-
ply chain disruptions.  

“This coincided with mon-
etary policy cycles shifting in 
response to COVID-induced 
inflation. Interest rates lifted 
rapidly, increasing the cost 
of servicing new and existing 
debt, alongside the result-
ing general overhead cost  

inflation. At the same time, la-
bour costs moved structurally 
higher in response to either a 
combination of policy settings 
or staffing shortages in most 
producing regions.”  

The report says milk pro-
duction costs lifted across the 
eight key exporting regions 
in 2021-2022, and remained 
elevated through 2023 until 
2024, when all areas experi-
enced relief, narrowing the 
cost band back to 2019 levels.  

“Feed expenses have been 
the largest culprit in cost in-
creases, with average feed 
bills across the eight regions 
rising 19 per cent from 2019 
to 2024,” Ms Higgins said.  

“Feed bills started to pull 
back due to yield improve-
ment and good weather in 
2024, while fertiliser costs 
have also retreated as supply 
remains ample for demand. 
Interest rates are declining 
in many regions as the eas-
ing cycle for monetary policy 
begins.”  

Ms Higgins said key cost 
categories varied by region. 

Of the eight regions as-
sessed, the report says, la-
bour cost increases have been 
the most significant in Austra-
lia across the last five years – 
jumping by over 50 per cent 
in local currency since 2021 – 
while interest rate pressures 
have also been felt.

Looking ahead Ms Higgins 
said the dairy sector globally 
had experienced significant 
price and cost volatility over 
the past decade.  

“And it is fair to say that will 
not change in the future, as 
the geopolitical environment 
becomes more unstable, giv-
ing rise to the risk of higher 
inflationary settings, weaker 
economic growth, climate 
variability and a potential de-
cline in international trade,” 
she said. 

“Continued cost structure 
management, relative to 
milk output, will be required 
to maintain dairy farmers’ 
economic resilience in a 
potentially turbulent busi-
ness operating environment 
– something Australian dairy 

farmers have demonstrated 
in previous commodity price 
down cycles.”  

Ms Higgins said RaboRe-
search anticipated a variety 
of implications for dairy value 
chains will likely exist in the 
years ahead. 

“These include a volatile op-
erating environment and in-
creased regulatory pressures 
which will raise the com-
plexity of dairy farming busi-
nesses, consolidation and 
rationalisation of dairy indus-
tries in certain regions, and a 
need for dairy producers to 
optimise dairy cow nutrition 
and increase focus on genet-
ics and consideration of input 
use,” she said. 

“Ultimately, dairy producers 
will need to maintain strong 
milk margins to fund such 
productivity improvements 
within an increasingly-com-
plex business environment. 
As such, dairy exporters and 
traders will require a stronger 
understanding of supply dy-
namics and profitability driv-
ers for dairy farmers.” 

Uplift in global dairy production costs, but 
Australia remains among lowest-cost producers

Emma Higgins RaboResearch senior agricultural analyst, said globally, dairy production 
cost increases have been broad-based. 
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For all your Autumn sowing needs

Trevor Aplin

0418 359 517
8-14 Hade Avenue, BASS

basscoastseedsupplies@gmail.com

• Pasture seed • Turf and amenity seed
• Cropping seed

The cost effective way to buy your seed

PROOF

Resowing this Autumn?

�� ��

Pasture seed Turf and amenity seed

��

Cropping seed

The cost effective way to buy your seed

Trevor and Dianne Aplin

0418 359 517

8-14 Hade Avenue, BASS

basscoastseedsupplies@gmail.com

HM4998

V
V

02
32

Please contact us at Gippsfresh 
on 5658 1991 or via email at 

admin@selectproduce.com.au
 for further information.

Are you a landowner with  
farmland available for lease? 

We are looking for land 40+ acres in size 
for cropping.  Negotiable lease terms with 

superior rates paid for premium land.
We are experienced farmers committed 

to responsible land management and 
sustainable practices.

We run a quality fertiliser program  
resulting in increased pasture quality  

on resowing at the end of our term.

Farm Land Wanted to Lease 
for Agricultural Use
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STORE SALE
CATTLE 2000 2000

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2025 - Starting at 9am

GROWN STEERS
A/c J Daraio, Cardinia (SEJ)
45 Angus steers, 15-16 mths, East Gippsland Bred
A/c M & C Beavis, Kardella (SEJ)
26 Angus steers, 16-18 mths
10 Hereford steers, 16-18 mths
A/c Wildwood Pastoral, Inverloch (SEJ) 
30 Angus steers, 16-18 mths, Merlewood blood 
A/c G & K Leeton, The Gurdies (NUTRIEN)
26 Angus steers, 18 mths
A/c Scott Bentley/Blue Gum Angus (PHC)
24 Angus steers, 15 mths, By Landfall New Ground 
N90 Sire, Banquet/Rennylea blood 
A/c M & J Chatfield, Toora (PHC)
20 Poll Hereford steers, 16 mths, pure “Tarwin” blood 
A/c Faulkner Lees, Mardan (PHC)
20 Angus steers, 16 mths, “Langi Kal Kal” blood 
A/c TG & RE Rees, Strzelecki (PHC)
20 Poll Hereford steers, 15 mths
A/c Prada Pty Ltd, Kardella Sth (SEJ)
15 Hereford steers, 18-20 mths, East Gippsland bred
A/c Sam Smith Media, Whitelaw (PHC)
12 Angus steers,  26 mths, “Rennylea” blood

GROWN HEIFERS 
A/c J Daraio, Cardinia (SEJ)
20 Angus heifers, 15-16 mths, VB, GF, AF, Sired by 
Te-Mania Paraded P276 ($16,000)

WEANERS 
A/c Polyplas P/L, Buln Buln (PHC)
100 Angus steers, 10-12 mths
80 Angus heifers, 10-12 mths
All A.I. Bred by “Millah Murrah” sires 
A/c P&N&D&M Moore, Yarram (PHC)
80 Angus & Angus/Hereford X steers 9-11 mths, 
weaned, drenched Dectomax, Arrest , Vac 5in1, Jan By 
Lawson, Bowman & Mawarra Stud Angus Bulls,
Top calves, NE Accred                         
A/c Stuart Investments, Stacey’s Bridge (PHC)
45 Hereford steers, 7-11 mths, debudded
35 Hereford heifers, 7-10 mths, debudded                                                                                         
Weaned Jan, EU Accred, drenched, 7in1 twice, By 
Mawarra & Karoonda Bulls
A/c D&K Belcher, “Wonga Park”, Woodside (PHC)
45 Hereford steers, 9-11 mths
25 Hereford heifers, 9-10 mths
Weaned Jan, drenched & Vac 5 In 1 twice & Pinkeye 
Vac, By Karoonda & Mawarra Bulls, very quiet

A/c McLeod Partnership, Yarram (PHC)
40 Angus & Angus x steers
20 Angus & Angus x heifers
11-12 mths, sired by “Ardrosaan Initiative” & “Landfall 
New Ground”
A/c AW & CM O’Mara, Glengarry (NUTRIEN)
40 Angus steers, 12-14 mths, Leawood & Temania 
blood, yard weaned, quiet
A/c F & J Edwards, Boolarra (NUTRIEN)
40 Red Angus mixed sex, 5-7 mths
A/c BJ O’Loughlin, Mirboo North (NUTRIEN)
35 Angus heifers, 13-16 mths, Innesdale blood
A/c PM & PF Walker, Krowera (NUTRIEN)
30 Angus mixed sex, 12-14 mths
A/c C Zissis, Mirboo (NUTRIEN)
15 Angus steers
12 Angus heifers
12-14 mths
A/c Tablelands Pastoral, Boisdale, (PHC)
25 Poll Hereford steers, 9-10 mths, weaned
A/c Frank Colaciello, Tyers (NUTRIEN)
23 Angus steers, 10-11 mths, Te Mania blood, weaned
A/c R & K Telling, Woodside (PHC)
20 Angus steers, 12-14 mths, “Innesdale” blood 
20 Angus steers, 9 mths 
A/c D & S Burns, Ryanston (SEJ)
30 Angus mixed sex weaners, Millah Murrah 
bloodlines, 8-10 mths
A/c D & M Trigg, Woodleigh (PHC)
20 Angus steers, 12-14 mths, “Langi Kal Kal” blood
A/c N & R Lee, Stratford (NUTRIEN)
20 Angus steers, 11-12 mths, Innesdale & Kunuma 
blood, NE Accred
A/c T Armstrong & S White, Johnsonville (NUTRIEN)
20 Angus mixed sex, 10-11 mths, Mawarra blood
A/c Mt Cochrane, Nyora (NUTRIEN)
10 Hereford steers, 4-5 mths, Waringa blood

X/BRED & DAIRY 
A/c I Page & J Saunders, Maffra (NUTRIEN)
16 MG mixed sex, 14-15 mths
A/c L&L McKenzie, Calrossie (PHC)
10 Hereford/Freisian X steers, 24 mths

COWS & CALVES 
A/c J Daraio, Cardinia (SEJ)
25 X 25 Angus cows & calves, Predominantly 2nd & 
3rd calvers, Full Te Mania blood, calves sired by Te 
Mania Paraded P276 ($16,000)

SOUTH GIPPSLAND ASSOCIATED AGENTS

VLE – LEONGATHA

5662 4033 5662 2291 0429 050 349

PLEASE NOTE:  4PM WEDNESDAY CURFEW  APPLIES

Lardner Park Calf Market Report
Monday, February 17, 2025
Jersey & Jersey x .....................$20 to $45 
Friesian Bulls ..........................$34 to $87 
Friesian Heifers .......................$39 to $60
Beef Bulls ..............................$42 to $100 
Beef Heifers ...........................$40 to $115
Number of Calves: 97
Number purchased to rear: 38

ON THE LAND

2024 was the largest lamb production year on record. 

Largest annual sheep and 
lamb slaughter in decades

THE LATEST quarter-
ly statistics on livestock 
slaughter and meat pro-
duction from the Austra-
lian Bureau of Statistics 
(ABS) have shown that 
2024 was the largest 
year for lamb and sheep 
slaughter in decades.

Numbers analysed by 
Meat & Livestock Australia 
(MLA) show that 26.6 mil-
lion lambs were slaugh-
tered in calendar year 
2024, which is the larg-
est number ever. Sheep 
slaughter also reached 
11.7 million head, the 
largest since 2006.

According to Market 
Information Manager at 
MLA, Stephen Bignell, the 
record slaughter rates are 
significant for a number of 
reasons.

“These elevated slaugh-
ter rates seen in 2024 are 
due to a combination of a 
large national sheep flock 
with higher percentages of 
sheepmeat breeds being 
processed, and generally 
drier conditions seen in 
South Australia and Victo-
ria,” Mr Bignell said.

Total lamb produc-
tion for the year reached 
634,706 tonnes. This 
makes 2024 the largest 
lamb production year on 
record, 6% above 2023 
lamb production figures.  

“In the past two years 
production has lifted by 
18%. This is due to ge-
netic improvements in 
the flock but also the de-
mographic shift towards 

sheepmeat and shedding 
breeds, which is driving 
fertility and thus lead-
ing to productivity gains 
in the national flock,” Mr 
Bignell said.

For the previous quarter 
to December 2024, mut-
ton production hit 90,847 
tonnes, which was the 
largest quarterly sheep 
production since 1997.

“Across the country to-
wards the end of last year 
we saw mutton produc-
tion soar,” Mr Bignell said.

“Favourable prices at 
the end of the year drove 
this increase. Lamb pric-
es reached $10/kg while 
mutton was at 300-440c/
kg, making it more desir-
able to process mutton 
as opposed to lambs for 
many producers.”

Cattle
For Q4 last year, adult 

cattle slaughter reached 
2.13m head, which was 
16% above the same 
quarter in 2023.

Over the whole year, 
8.3 million cattle were 
processed, which was the 
largest throughput since 
2019 and 18% higher 
than 2023.

All states lifted on the 
previous year, with Tas-
mania’s rate lifting 4% 
and Western Australia at 
10%. New South Wales 
and Queensland had 
similar lifts at 15% and 
16% respectively.

“The largest lifts were 
seen in Victoria which 

had a 27% increase and 
South Australia which 
had a 56% higher slaugh-
ter rate compared to 
2023,” Mr Bignell said.

“Dry conditions across 
the southern band of 
the country have forced 
stronger turnoff across 
those states as producers 
move to destock by sell-
ing interstate or process-
ing excess cattle.”

Despite 2024 slaughter 
being 10% below the pre-
vious slaughter record, 
production last year 
reached record volumes. 
Over 2.57 tonnes of beef 
was produced, up 16% 
on 2023, and enabling 
the record exports seen 
last year.

The average adult car-
case weight (cwt) lifted 
2.6kg from the previous 
quarter to 310.8kg cwt, 
although this was 2.8kg 
below December 2023.  

A reduction in female 
turnoff is the reason for 
these lighter weights 
with female slaughter re-
duced 6% and the female 
slaughter rate (FSR) 
down 52.2% to 51.8%.

The industry uses 47% 
FSR as a benchmark as 
to whether the industry 
is in a restock, steady 
or destocking phase. A 
quarterly FSR of 51.8% 
is the third consecu-
tive quarter above this 
benchmark, which indi-
cates the cattle herd has 
entered a destocking pe-
riod.  

THE LATEST Monthly 
Commodity Insights re-
port from  Bendigo  Bank 
Agribusiness flags a 
strong start for Austra-
lian agricultural markets 
in 2025.

Cattle markets are ex-
pected to see some up-
side amidst strong export 
demand, particularly 
from the US. Tightening 
global supply will contin-
ue to support dairy pric-
es over coming months. 
“Cattle prices could see 
upside in February, with 
Australia recently over-
taking Canada to become 
the largest supplier of 

imported beef to the US. 
Barring any further sup-
ply chain issues from wet 
weather in Queensland 
and further process-
ing bottlenecks,  exports 
are likely to rise due to 
strong ongoing demand 
from the US and rising 
availability of local sup-
ply.”

Dairy also looks to be a 
bright spot with tightening 
global supply continuing 
to support global dairy 
prices in coming months, 
Mr Burgess observed.

“However, concerns re-
main with local produc-
tion beginning to falter, 

putting pressure on pro-
cessors to lift farmgate 
prices as dry conditions 
spread in southern dairy 
production regions,” he 
said.

“Lamb prices have eased 
as we enter 2025, after 
peaking just prior to the 
Christmas break with the 
lamb market expected 
to be relatively steady in 
February, gaining support 
from continued high pro-
cessing rates, although 
strong supply of lambs 
and dry conditions in key 
growing areas will limit 
upside,” Mr Burgess con-
cluded.

Strong start for Australian agricultural markets
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43Free measure & quote

“We come to you”
 Hollands   Sunscreens  Romans

 Canvas awnings  Verticals
 Timber & aluminium Venetians

AH: 5672 38740419 526 0800419 526 080

Zap’s Blinds

Servicing Gippsland - Mark & Rachael Zappa

DINGO SERVICES
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BEN’S DINGO SERVICES

0408 387 722

l Dingo (rubber tracks)
l Bucket work
l Rotary Hoe
l Trenching
Operating locally 
since 2001

l 2 ton excavator
l Post hole boring

TRADES TRADES    SERVICESSERVICES
DIRECTORY

&

ASPHALTING
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ASPHALT
Schoolgrounds, Driveways

Carparks & repairs

66 Nardoo Street, Cape Paterson 3995

Mike Rowley 0411 412 707

ANTENNAS

PAULS ANTENNAS
• Professionally installing Antennas 

• Data Points TV mounting 
• Extra TV points

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Same day service. Covering all areas 
Call Paul anytime 0402 429 114

JE
N
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03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

f Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

AU22840

AIR CONDITIONING

H
M

66
29

CARPET CLEANING
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Cleaner CarpetsCleaner Carpets
Britt

ys

• Carpets • Tiles • Cars• Carpets • Tiles • Cars
• Upholstery • Mattresses• Upholstery • Mattresses

Reasonable rates and friendly service.Reasonable rates and friendly service.
Call David Britt todayCall David Britt today

0400 907 2010400 907 201

CURTAINS & BLINDS
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dollar curtains + blinds

value in every dollar

21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi  5672 2915
www.dollarcurtainsandblinds.com.au

curtains

shutters

blinds

outdoor

joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

ELECTRICIAN

H
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joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

JOEL SHARPE 0412 950 720
www.jselectricians.com.au

For all your electrical works including
• Domestic upgrades

• Maintenance and Repairs
• TV, data and home networking

• Lighting installations & upgrades
• Kitchen appliances install

DECK RESTORATION
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BEFORE

AFTER

®

Specialists in restoration
& preservation of timber decks

Residential & Commercial

SERVICING ALL OF BASS COAST

1800 332 525
www.deckseal.com.au

CONCRETING
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• Exposed aggregate • Driveways
• Crossovers • Cow lanes
• Factories • Shed floors

Call Leo: 0419 580 3010419 580 301

CONCRETING

H
M
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440491 950 640

CONCRETING
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REINFORCED CONCRETE 
SOUTH GIPPSLAND

For all your  
concreting needs

Phone: 0447 137 009
Email: 

reinforcedconcreteaustralia@gmail.com

ELECTRONICS
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James Dell
10 Ashenden Street

Leongatha, Vic, 3953
5662 3891

admin@gardnerelectronics.com.au

Security/Access control • CCTV • TV
• Data/Phone • Home Theatre • PA

Gardner Electronics

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
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Nick 0421 170 827
nick@basscoasthvac.com.au

Heating & A/C install and maintenance
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

FLOORING
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LET US GIVE YOU A QUOTE

carpetone.com.au 
21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi 

5672 2915

GARAGE DOORS & GATES
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ABN: 85202917027

ROLLER DOORS
SECTIONAL DOORS
AUTOMATED GATES

SALES, SERVICE & REPAIRS
EMAIL: gandrgaragedoors@outlook.com
RUSS: 0415 679 778         GAV: 0400 217 595

BUILDER
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Renovating your bathroom?
We specialise in bathroom
renovations and general 
carpentry.

David Cowan 
Builder
0425 811 443
Reg. DB-L71510

EARTHMOVING & TREES

LB
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E: tbunn@outlook.com.au
MACHINERY:

• CAT326 Excavator 26 tonne
• CATD7 Bulldozer 25 tonne

• Giltrap Tip Trailers 16 tonne
• MF 7615 4WD tractor with front 

end loader (180 horsepower) • Power grader 
• Scraper • Large wood chipper that can 

handle any size logs, alternative to burning

EARTH MOVING & TREES
TREVOR BUNN 0427 572 270

AIR CONDITIONING
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AU39230

SAVE UP TO $5,000 
WHEN YOU REPLACE YOUR 

GAS DUCTED HEATING

SALE, INSTALLATION 
& REPAIR 

Ask us how!

citytocoastair.com  
0400 001 465

BUILDER
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Adam Schmidt 0418 139 352
ABN 75092084574

aschmidtbuilders@bigpond.com

Specialising in: • Extensions 
• Renovations • New Homes

Decks & Pergolas
• Stairs-Internal & External

• Private Jetties • Retaining Walls

SCHMIDTBUILDERS
TRADITIONAL QUALITY CARPENTRY

AIR CONDITIONING
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There’s joy in watching some things grow.
Your gas bill isn’t one of them.

NATIONAL ASTHMA 
COUNCIL AUSTRALIA

®

*

ALIRA

A step ahead of the rest, blending in harmoniously with modern decors 
and delivering whisper quiet comfort at industry leading efficiency.

- Increased energy efficiency*

- 2-Area Intelligent Eye human presence sensor

- Fitted with a titanium apatite deodorising air purification filter

- Coanda airflow and more

FTXM-UVMA / FTXM-PAVMA (2.0kW - 9.5kW)

Only

Dealer Name 
Dealer Address Line 1 
Dealer phone number | Dealer website

*Conditions apply.

Find out more today!  
Call XXXX XXXX or www.XXXXXXXX

$X,XXX

AU33404enquiries@easyair.com.au

BEST PRICE GUARANTEED ON ALL 
DAIKIN AIR CONDITIONERS
VEU rebates available

ENERGY EFFICIENT
HEATING & COOLING

5672 2426CALL FOR A 
FREE QUOTE

BUILDER
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Specialist builder of period style custom homes.

0428 496 266
brad@bradmccormackhomes.com.au CDB-U 66015

BUILDER
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VANDERMEER & SONS

PAUL VANDERMEER
Mobile: 0427 750 568

FREE QUOTES

Over 25 years experience
Bathrooms a speciality

• Decking • Concrete retainer walls • Kitchens
• Bathrooms  • Plastering • Painting  

• Pergolas • Renovations
• Doors & window installation • Built-in robes

CONCRETING
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FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETING NEEDS

Please call Wayne Muir 
0409 408 613

ABN 39 185 771 605

BOOKKEEPING
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Mess Solutions
Bookkeeping Service

Contact: Donna 0400 379 637 
Email: donnatodd@westnet.com.au

Take the stress out of your paperwork  
without the large fees.

Registered BAS Agent for all your  
bookkeeping needs.

 – Registered BAS Agent  #(90711003)

SG CONCRETING
LANDSCAPING

House Slabs - Driveways
Shed Floors - Paths

Property Maintenance
s.g.concreting@hotmail.com

IAN 0431105213

Retaining Walls

CONCRETING

CLEANING SERVICES

JE
N
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Email: ashleypttrsn009@gmail.com

Call Ashley:
0417 351 526
South Gippsland

• Domestic
• NDIS cleaning

ADVERTISING

DIRECTORY
TRADES TRADES    SERVICESSERVICES&

Advertise your business in the

$50 per edition full colour
$33.70 per edition mono

(Min of five consecutive editions)
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HOME & GARDEN
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Gippsland Home & Garden Maintenance

• Lawns - small acreages, large residential blocks
• Customised holiday property packages
•  Seasonal fruit tree pruning  

plus gardening
• Complete bathroom reno’s
•  Tiling, Grouting and  

pressure cleaning
• Painting

John 0414 917 468
Call now for a quote!

Years of quality 

experience

TRADES TRADES    SERVICESSERVICES
DIRECTORY

&

RE-STUMPING
JE

N
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76keanesrestumpting@outlook.com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

KEANE & SON
House Restumping & Levelling

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly? 
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly? 
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

ROOF RESTORATION

S.O.S.ROOFING

Call Steve 0412 160 071Call Steve 0412 160 071

YOUR LOCAL ROOFER

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

• Find and � x leaks • Roof repainting
• Roo� ng repointing • Valley renewal

• Roof demossing • Guttering • Gutter cleaning JE
N
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SECURITY
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South Gippsland 
Security Services

• Patrols  • Guards  •  Alarm responses
• Alarm monitoring

Your local security company for 
Leongatha, Korumburra & district

Call Peter & Lesley Allman 5662 4280
Mob. 0427 516 317. Fax 5662 4259. 

                       sgsecurity@bigpond.comLic. No. 655-194-50S

GUTTER CLEANING

LB
10

02VACUUM 
GUTTER CLEANING

Tree Pruning & Removals | Solar Panel Cleaning
Fully insured and 20 years experience

FREE QUOTES
Phone Lochie
0417 315 846
Servicing all areas
impacttg@bigpond.com

1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496

SOLAR
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1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496

GUTTER CLEANING
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South East Gutter Cleaning
Servicing Gippsland

BEN 0450 186 235
se.guttercleaning@gmail.com

Vacuum Gutter Cleaning
Solar Panel Cleaning

Contracting
Cherry Picker
Qualified Arborist 
Qualified Climber
Chipper/Tree Removals
Stump Grinding

TREE SERVICES
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Office Duane Thomas
0493 425 800 0409 968 040

Fully Insured

www.treex.com.au

WINDOW REPLACEMENT
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P: 0418 686 583
ALUMINIUM & TIMBER WINDOW REPLACEMENT

DECKS   |   PERGOLAS  |   VERANDAS

MARK
WESTERNPORT
WINDOWS AND HOME MAINTENANCE

HYGIENE SERVICES

C
C
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medico

HYGIENE SERVICES

WASTE DISPOSAL

�

Collection of clinical and related waste including sharps

�

Servicing ALL washroom related products

- Sanitary units, nappy units

- Air freshener units, W/C & urinal deep cleans

�

FREE clinical and related waste audits

�

Confidential document disposal service

(1800 633 426)

 Phone:1800 medico

www.medicoservices.com.au

Servicing all  of 

Victoria and Southern

New South Wales

NEED 

A SOLUTION?  

WE HAVE IT!

100% Australian owned and operated

HYGIENE SERVICES

LB
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medico

Phone:1800 medico (1800 633 426)
www.medicoservices.com.au 100% Australian owned and operated

HYGIENE SERVICES
WASTE DISPOSAL

• Collection of clinical and related waste including sharps
• Servicing ALL washroom related products
   - Sanitary units, nappy units
   - Air freshener units, W/C & urinal deep cleans
• FREE clinical and related waste audits
• Confidential document disposal service

Servicing all of
Victoria and Southern

New South Wales

NEED
A SOLUTION?
WE HAVE IT!

LAWN MOWING

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning, hedging, 
rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, weeding, 

mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

RISK FREE
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STEEL & ROOFING SUPPLIES
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5664 7408 | 0427 343 498 | 134 Whitelaw St, Meeniyan
shaun@mcraeengineering.net.au

DELIVERIES ARRANGED OR PICK UPS WELCOME

GENERAL  FABRICATION, STRUCTURAL STEEL,
FARM AND EARTHMOVING,  

MACHINERY REPAIRS, SHEDS, DAIRIES ETC.

McRae Engineering

PAINTER / DECORATOR
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M & J PAINTING

Call Mal 0448 101 771

Commercial/Scheduled maintenance
Reliable and prompt

SPECIALISING IN
PRE-SALE MAKEOVERS

All aspects of painting

HOME MAINTENANCE
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For all repairs and  
improvements to your home.

Quality workmanship at affordable prices.

Call Peter: 0466 115 776
Registered Builder - No: DB-U 4466

Bass Coast
HOME MAINTENANCE  

& IMPROVEMENTS

PAINTER
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LOCAL 
PAINTER
Aden Vandermeer.
Wonthaggi and  
surrounding areas.
FREE QUOTE.

0455 527 714
PET CREMATIONS 
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Pearly Mates Pet Cremations is a family business 
based right here in South Gippsland. We can collect 

your pet from your home or your Vet. 
If we can help ring Kylie or Jonathan on 

0488 373 429 | www.pearlymates.com.au 

REMOVALISTS & STORAGE

1800 441 259 or 0418 303 652
Email: stevesuckling007@gmail.com

Call Steve or Theresa Call Steve or Theresa (Freecall)

Call Steve or Theresa
1800 441 259 (Freecall)

0418 303 652
info@phillipislandremovalist.com.au

www.phillipislandremovalist.com.au
Servicing Bass Coast

Local & 
Interstate
•  Domestic 

Cleaning
•  House 

Cleaning
•  StorageLB
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LANDSCAPING
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Prom Coast  
LANDSCAPING  

& EXCAVATIONS
Since 2010

Registered and Insured.
      Find us on facebook.

0490 789 376

TILING
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Ser v ic ing Nyora,  Loch and Kor umbur ra

TREE SERVICES
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Call Brendan Ryan 0448169 258

• Tree care and advice • Tree shaping
• Pruning • Hedging • Removal
• Mulching • Stump grinding

• Free Quotes. 
•  Qualified Arborist  

and Fully Insured. 
•  Over 10 years  

expertise.

LOCKSMITHS
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SOUTH GIPPSLAND & SURROUNDING AREAS

    0487 048 114
anthony@amrlocksmiths.com.au

LOCKED OUT? NEED YOUR  
LOCKS REKEYED OR REPLACED?

Specialising in 
residential & commercial. 

Call us now for a free quote.

PAINTER
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BRUSH STROKESBRUSH STROKES
PAINTING SERVICE

MIKE FERNLEYMIKE FERNLEY

0488 158 556

No job too small

GARAGES & SHEDS
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lic no. 100762

•  Garages  
& sheds

•  Supply & install 
•  Supply only
•  Install only

ROOF PLUMBING & 
SHED INSTALLATION

WASTE SOLUTIONS

Call the commercial and residential 
waste specialists today!

www.wheelawaste.com.au

5672 2056

Permanent 
waste solutions

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

PAINTER
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Leo: 0423 272 332

MECHANICAL SALES & REPAIRS

M
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welshpooloutdoors@bigpond.com.au
19 Main Street, Welshpool, VIC, 3966 

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
WORKSHOP REPAIRS

ORIGIN GAS DELIVERIES

Ph: 03 5688 1304

WELSHPOOL
OUTDOORS
OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
Ph: 03 5688 1304

PAINTER
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Call Rick 0400 155 679

Interior & Exterior
Residential & Commercial

Fences  •  Free Quotes

PAINTER

PLASTERER

All aspects of
Rendering & Plastering

New and existing homes

0400 599 170

FJ Marotta  
Rendering & Plastering

Looking for a Plasterer?
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Caring For Our Community
Our experienced and qualifi ed staff 

provide personal, dignifi ed service to all areas

Pre-need Funeral Plans available

5662 2717
24 hours - 7 days

JE
N
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Offi  ce and Chapel:
      24 Anderson Street, Leongatha

info@handleyfs.com.au
www.handleyfuneralservices.com.au

JENC5059

MILKINS 
FUNERALS

Inc. Wonthaggi Funeral Services. Est 1973.

PRE-ARRANGED AND PRE-PAID 
FACILITIES AVAILABLE

Office - 102 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

For prompt and personalised 
service phone

WONTHAGGI 5672 3123
PHILLIP ISLAND 5952 3485

A.F.D.A.

~ Servicing all districts ~

~ Chapel facilities available ~

Caring and personal 24 hour Service
Main offi ce Wonthaggi

3085 Loch-Wonthaggi Road, Wonthaggi 
(P.O Box 35)

Cowes offi ce (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171
Email: info@handafunerals.com.au

www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au
A.F.D.A.

Locally owned 
and operated by 

Scott & Sharon
Anderson
5672 1074
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EST 1530 UK

1882 AUSTRALIA

BARRY WAKLEY SCULPTOR MONUMENTAL

MASON PTY. LTD. A.C.N. 076 028 790

"Memorials of Distinction"

MONUMENTAL MASONS

MASTER STONE MASONS

Solid Granite monuments in many colors and designs

to suit any budget. Letter cutting and renovation.

Jumbunna Road,

KORUMBURRA.

��5657 3341

Fax 5657 3366

K
U
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18 Inverloch Road, Wonthaggi   5657 3341  
info@barrywakleysculptor.com.au

Solid Granite monuments in many 
colors and designs to suit any budget. 

Letter cutting and renovation.

BARRY WAKLEY 
SCULPTORS AND 

MONUMENTAL MASONS
“Memorials of Distinction”

EST 1530 UK
1882 AUSTRALIA

ABN 83 076 028 790

Family owned and locally based Funeral 
Directors. We bring 25 years experience 

to families in Traralgon, Morwell, 
Churchill, Moe, Trafalgar, Korumburra 

and surrounding areas. 
THE CHOICE IS YOURS 

Practical, sensible and affordable. 
We offer both at-need and pre-paid 
funerals. Dignity and Respect, always. 

CREMATION PACKAGES 
FROM $3,300

www.harwoodfunerals.com.au
For 24/7 support 0405 669 532
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BITTELMANN, Horst 
Theodor Willi (BILL):

03.10.1932 - 17.02.2025. 

A life of quiet dignity, 
fierce independence, 
gratitude and simple 

pleasures. 

Loved and missed by 
family and friends 

near and far. 

Jacqui Hammerton. 
Ron, Lisa and Dean.

BOSTON 
(nèe Fowles), 
Maureen Ann: 

Born on February 21, 
1960. Passed away 
February 13, 2025. 

Loving wife of Graeme 
(dec.), adored and 
cherished mum of 
Christopher, Sarah 

and Jack. 

Loved mother-in-law of 
Hannah and Alex, and 
friend-in-law to Caitlin. 

Forever treasured nan 
of Olivia, Rhys and 

Blake. 

Mum and dad together 
at peace way too soon. 

Eldest daughter of 
Ann and Kevin (dec.) 

Fowles. 

Rest peacefully 
beautiful. 

Treasured sister of 
Chris and Peter, aunty 

to Mick and Kimmy, 
Britt and Mitch, Katelyn 

and Ryan, Jake and 
Anki. 

Great aunt to Charlotte, 
Sam, Laine, Arlo, 

Dixie and Ivar. 

Thanks for being the 
fun aunty. 

DEATHSDEATHS
BOSTON 

(nèe Fowles), 
Maureen Ann: 

Loved oldest sister of 
Peter and Debbie, 
aunty to Amy and 
Mitch, and Jared. 

Great aunt to Finley. 

Catch ya later Maus. 

Cherished caring 
eldest sister of Lynn 
and Troy, aunty to 

Abby and Zac. 

Thanks for the years 
of laughter. 

Loved daughter-in-law 
of Doug and Dorothy 

Boston. Sister-in-law of 
Allan and Emma. Aunty 

to Ryan, Abbey and 
Nicola.

CALDWELL, 
Trevor John (Choco):

29.10.1947 - 21.02.2025. 

Loving father to Linda 
father-in-law to 

Andrew. 

Granddad to Benjamin, 
Brett, Beau, Jade, 

Blake, Brendon 
and Jewel. 

Great granddad to 
Victoria, Sebastian 

and Leonardo. 

Gone but not forgotten. 

You will be in our 
hearts forever.

DEATHSDEATHS
CALDWELL, Trevor 

John (Choco):
Peacefully on February 

21, 2025. 

Much loved father and 
father-in-law of Simone 

and Peter. 

Cherished grandad of 
Tayla and Jake. 

Great grandad of 
Hudson, Mila and 

Henry xxx 

Dad, you may be gone, 
but we will carry our 

memories of you 
forever in our hearts. 

Dad, you will be 
sadly missed. 

With love, Darren, 
Mary, Billie and Ty. 

CALDWELL, Trevor 
John (Choco):

Cherished brother of 
Sandra (dec.) and 

brother-in-law of Roy 
(dec.). 

Loved uncle to Paul, 
Gayle, Geoff, Jonah, 

Bridie and Chloe (Zoe). 

He lived with a twinkle 
in his eye and left us 
with countless stories 

to cherish. 

Sadly missed. 

CALDWELL, Trevor 
John (Choco):

On February 21, in 
Queensland. 

Now at peace - after a 
life well lived. 

R.I.P. big brother. 

Maureen, Daryl 
and family.

DEATHSDEATHS
CALDWELL, Trevor 

John (Choco): 

Loved brother and 
brother-in-law of 

Margaret and Noel, 
loved uncle of Greg 

and Jenny, Mark and 
Vicki, Joanne and 

Thorsten, Michelle and 
Alan and families. 

“One of a kind” 

God Bless.

GOODWIN, Neville 
Wayne OAM:

24.09.1942 - 18.02.2025. 

Passed away 
peacefully at home 

with family as was his 
request. 

Loved husband of Lyn. 

Loved father of Wayne 
and Rachelle and their 
partners Janette and 

Jeff. 

Loved pop of Daniel. 

Many thanks to the 
palliative team of the 
Bass Coast Regional 

Hospital.

GOODWIN, 
Neville OAM:

Members of the 
Wonthaggi Branch of 

the Liberal Party 
record with sadness, 

the passing of Neville. 

He was a decades long 
member and supporter 

of the Liberal Party. 

Neville was a tireless 
worker for the Liberal 
Party locally and he 

will be greatly missed. 

Members of the 
Wonthaggi Branch 
extend our sincere 
condolences to Lyn 

and family.

DEATHSDEATHS
GOODWIN, Neville 

Wayne OAM:

24.09.1942 - 18.02.2025. 

With much sadness, 
but many happy 

memories we 
acknowledge the 

passing of Neville, a 
very loyal, caring and 

helpful Matthews family 
friend of 35 years 

standing. 

Neville, strongly 
supported by wife 

Lynette, was a very 
sincere “people 

person”, always ready 
to help anyone in what 
ever way he could. He 
did this through service 

clubs, politics and 
many other meaningful 
ways such as at Bass, 

then Bass Coast 
Councils which 

included 4 terms as 
Bass Coast Mayor, the 
only person to serve 4 

terms as Mayor. 

He was also a 
Government Appointed 

Commissioner at 
Wyndam City Council. 

As we remember the 
many years of sharing 

great times and 
functions and places 

travelled to with Neville 
and Lyn, we think of 
the hilarity and funny 
comments etc made 

along the way. 

After suffering very 
poor health in recent 

years we now say 
goodbye dear friend, 
no more suffering, 

thanks for the 
memories, R.I.P. 

Much love and best 
wishes always to Lyn, 
Wayne and Janette 

and Daniel, Rachelle 
and Jeff. 

--Elwyn, Jean and 
family.

MITCHELL, 
Terence John: 

Passed away February 
19, 2025, with his 
loving daughter 

Terri-Ann by his side. 

Devoted husband to 
Beverley. 

Loving father to 
Belinda, Rebecca, 
Terri-Ann, Johnny, 
Crystal and Bree-

Anna. 

A father figure to Kylie 
(dec.), Bj and Finnlae. 

Beloved pa to Harley, 
Taylah, Maddison, 
Warren, Lily-Ann, 
Logan, Holly, Evie 

and Brooklyn. 

Proud great grandpa to 
Abel and fur-babies Mo 

and Chaos. 

Cherished father-in-law 
to Michael, Nathan, 
Sharon and Cody. 

Forever in our hearts.

DEATHSDEATHS
SUCKLING, 

John Thomas:

Passed away 
peacefully on 
20.02.2025. 

Loved husband of 
Gwenda. 

Father of John, Kerry, 
Julie, Wayne, Michelle, 

Colin, Peter and 
Stephen. 

Pop to all his 
grandchildren and 

great grandchildren. 

Gone fishing. 

Loved and 
remembered.

SUCKLING, John:

Wonthaggi RSL regret 
the passing of our past 

president John 
Suckling, aged 92. We 

extend our deepest 
condolences to the 

family and thank John 
for his contribution to 

our branch. 

Lest We Forget.

DEATHSDEATHS

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINE
12 NOON

MONDAYS
Call 5672 1888

to place a notice

BITTELMANN: 
A Funeral Service to 
celebrate the life of 
Horst Theodor Willi 

Bittelmann (Bill) will be 
held at 2pm on 

Thursday, February 27, 
2025, in the Birch 

Room at Springvale 
Botanical Cemetery. 

Interment of ashes will 
be held at a later date 
at Inverloch Cemetery. 

BOSTON:
A Funeral Service to 
Celebrate the life of 
Mrs. Maureen Ann 

Boston will be held at 
the Korumburra 

Amenities Complex 
(Korumburra 

Showgrounds), Sth. 
Gippsland H’Way, 

Korumburra on Friday, 
February 28, 2025, 

commencing 1.30pm. 

This Service will be 
livestreamed, to view 

please visit www.
handley 

funeralservices.com.au 

At the conclusion of the 
Service a Private 
Burial will be held. 

FUNERALSFUNERALS

CALDWELL, (Choco):
Memorial for Choco 

will be held at 
Wonthaggi Workmen’s 
Club, Friday, March 7, 
commencing at 2pm.

GOODWIN:
A Memorial Service to 
Celebrate Neville’s life 

will be held at  The 
Wonthaggi Town Hall, 

8 Baillieu St, 
Wonthaggi on 

Wednesday February 
26, 2025, 

commencing at 2pm. 

MAGOR:
A Funeral Service to 

Celebrate the life of Mr. 
John Reginald Magor 

will be held at the Bena 
Hall, Main Road, Bena, 
on Friday, February 28, 

2025, commencing 
11am. 

Private Cremation. 

MITCHELL:

A Graveside Service to 
Celebrate the Life of 
Mr. Terence (Terry) 
John Mitchell will be 

held at Poowong 
Cemetery, 646 

Loch-Poowong Rd, 
Poowong on Thursday, 

February 27, 2025, 
commencing at 11am. 

This Service will be 
livestreamed, to view 
the Service please go 

to www.handley 
funeralservices.com.au 

SUCKLING:
An Informal Gathering 
for Mr. John Thomas 

Suckling will be held at 
the Graveside, 

Wonthaggi Cemetery 
on Thursday February 
27, 2025, commencing 

at 11am. 

FUNERALSFUNERALS
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BURNS, Brian 
William (Ben): 

20.01.1936 - 25.02.2021
Four years have 

passed.
It doesn’t get  
any easier.

Miss you heaps.
Love Barbie and the 

Burns Clan.

IN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAM

BONE, Roma: 

30.12.1932 - 27.02.2024. 

One year has gone 
already. Loved and 

remembered always. 

Kerryne, Deb and 
families.

FILING
CABINETS
Brand new with 

an anti-tilt  
safety feature
Available in 2, 3  
and 4 drawers.

Over 8 colours to 
choose from.

Order now at the 
Sentinel-Times

Wonthaggi office
47 McBride Avenue

5672 1888
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FOR SALEFOR SALE

HAY:
Small squares, this 

season, good quality, 
$12 per bale, 
free delivery. 

Phone 5657 3291.

MALTESE X 
POODLE:

5F, 1M, D.O.B 
24.12.2024. 

Vet checked, 
vaccinated, 

Microchipped 
9560000188, 

12552, 25260, 14689, 
28313, 28845, 12187. 

RB 211780 
$1,000 

Ph: Kath 0438 453 063

MIRBOO NORTH:
171 Darlimurla Road, 
Saturday, March 1, 

2025. 
Starting 9am.

WONTHAGGI:
39 Ivor Street, 

Friday, February 28 
and Saturday, 
March 1, 2025. 

8am-4pm. 
Moving everything 

must go.

GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES

INFORMATION 
WANTED: 

Information regarding a 
Whoppa-Choppa’s 

hydraulics. 
Contact: 

0459 793 004.

FARMFARM
MACHINERYMACHINERY

JE
N
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BASS COAST 

CAR REMOVALS
We pay you for your 

unwanted cars, 
4x4’s & trucks

We can remove farm 
scrap metal for free. 

Towing now available.
Call Shane  

7 days a week
5678 2002 or  
0407 599 616

USED CARSUSED CARS
TRUCKS & TRACTORSTRUCKS & TRACTORS

NOTICE TO
ADVERTISERS:
Advertisements offering a  
used motor car for sale must 
include in the advertisement:
(a)   The cash price of the  

motor car; and
(b)  Whichever of the 

following is applicable...
•  If the motor car is 

registered, the registration 
number; or

•  If the motor car is 
unregistered, the engine 
number of the vehicle. H

M
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Connect 
with us
@sentineltimes
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Advertising conditions:
Full name and address of advertiser must be 
supplied even though not necessarily 
included in advertisement.

The publishers reserve the right to omit and 
alter any advertisement. Please check your 
ad is correct the first day it appears. While 
every care is taken to ensure your ad is 
correct, errors can occur. We regret that we 
cannot be responsible for any errors beyond 
the first day if you fail to bring it to our 
attention.

All advertisements must be prepaid unless 
client has an existing credit facility. Accounts 
are due and payable on the due date as 
shown on the account.

The Motor Car Traders Regulations:

States that from July 1, 1998 all 
advertisements for used vehicles including 
motorcycles must include the cash price 
of vehicle and registration number or 
engine number if not registered.

Payments accepted:

Please note that double column advertisements 
requiring a proof must be received at least two 
hours prior to deadline and proofs will not be 
provided for single column advertisements.

DEADLINES

TO ADVERTISE

Classified single column
Mondays 12.00 noon

Classified double column
Fridays 3.30pm

Office Hours:
9am-5pm Monday to Friday

Classifieds

Phone:
5672 1888

Email:
ads@sgst.com.au

In person:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi
36 McCartin St, Leongatha

Mail:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi

Sentinel-Times

Sentinel-Times

ROOM FOR RENT 
GRANTVILLE:

Professional person 
required. 

Would suit doctor, 
nurse or schoolteacher. 

Bedroom and study, 
own bathroom and 

own fridge. 
Shared kitchen 
and car space. 

$1000 a month, 
bills included. 
0499 378 672.

FOR RENTFOR RENT

13 11 14

HELP IS AS
CLOSE AS THE

TELEPHONE H
M

C
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4

PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

SPEAKER: 
MR. Ian Whitehill. 
Sunday, March 9, 
commencing 1pm. 

At the Uniting 
Church Hall, 
Peart Street, 
Leongatha. 

Everyone welcome. 
Bring a friend to hear 

about this 
wonderful work.
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AGM
COMBINED PROBUS 

CLUB OF COAL CREEK 
KORUMBURRA

Tuesday March 18
at the Korumburra  

Golf Club,  
Warragul Road, 

Korumburra
commencing at 10am.
Visitors most welcome.
Helen Taylor Secretary.

MEETINGSMEETINGS

0439 263 764TXT
/PH

Mature  
Country Lady  

for Mature Gents

ESCORTESCORT
LINDALINDA

swa10270xe

VV
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53Out calls in  

the region.
In calls - Friday  

Feb 21 & 28

Naughty & Nice

ADULTADULT
SERVICESSERVICES

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINE
12 NOON

MONDAYS

NOTICE OF AN 
APPLICATION FOR 

A PLANNING PERMIT
Will this planning application aff ect you?
The land aff ected by the application is located at: 
52-58 Graham Street, WONTHAGGI
The application is for a permit to:
•   Display an electronic Major Promotional Sign
•   The proposed sign is 8.3 metres by 3.15 metres.
•    The proposed sign is seeking operational hours
starting at 4am and ending at Midnight daily.
A permit is required under the following clauses 
of the planning scheme:
Clause 34.01-4 (Commercial 1 Zone): Buildings 
and works for the Installation of a Sign
Clause 52.05-2 (Signs): Display of a sign
APPLICATION DETAILS 
Application Number: PDPLANPER-2025/000018
Address: 52-58 Graham Street, WONTHAGGI
Applicant: Gawk Outdoor C/- Aimee Trew
For further reference contact: Emily
Phone number: 1300 BCOAST (226 278) 
How can I make a submission?
Any person who may be aff ected by the 
granting of the permit may object or make other 
submissions to the responsible authority. If you 
object, the responsible authority will tell you its 
decision. This application has not been decided 
and you can still make a submission before a 
decision has been made.  
An objection must: 
•  be made to the responsible authority in writing 

by emailing basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au
or posting it to: Bass Coast Shire Council, 
P.O. Box 118, Wonthaggi VIC 3995;

• include the reasons for the objection and;
• state how the objector would be aff ected. 
The responsible authority must make a copy 
of every objection available for any person to 
inspect free of charge until the end of the period 
during which an application may be made for 
review of a decision on the application. 
The responsible authority will not decide on 
the application before: Friday, Mar. 14, 2025
Scan the QR code for more information for this 
application or visit basscoast.vic.gov.au/planningads

VV0234

NOTICE OF AN APPLICATION FOR A PLANNING PERMIT 

Form 2 Planning and Environment Regulations 2015 |   S.R. No. 114/2022 |   Schedule 1—Forms 

 

Will this planning application affect you? 
The land affected by the application is:    
5522--5588  GGrraahhaamm  SStt  WWOONNTTHHAAGGGGII   
 
The application is for a permit to:  
 Display an electronic Major Promotional Sign  
 The proposed sign is 8.3 metres by 3.15 metres.  
 The proposed sign is seeking operational hours 

starting at 4am and ending at Midnight daily.   

 
A permit is required under the following clauses of the 
planning scheme: 

Planning scheme clause Matter for which a 
permit is required 

Clause 34.01-4 
(Commercial 1 Zone) 

Buildings and works for 
the Installation of a Sign 

Clause 52.05-2 (Signs) Display of a sign 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
APPLICATION DETAILS 
App. Number: PDPLANPER-2025/000018 
Address: 
 52-58 Graham St WONTHAGGI  

  

Applicant: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gawk Outdoor C/- Aimee Trew  
 
 
Please note, in accordance with Planning and Environment 
Regulations 2015 the name of the applicant is required to be 
omitted if the applicant is an individual. 
 
 

For further information contact: Emily 
Phone number: 1300 BCOAST (226 278) 

 

How can I make a submission? 
Any person who may be affected by the granting of the permit may object or make other submissions to the responsible 
authority. If you object, the responsible authority will tell you its decision. 
This application has not been decided and you can still make a submission before a decision has been made.   

An objection must: 
 be made to the responsible authority in writing by emailing basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au or posting it to:  

Bass Coast Shire Council, P.O. Box 118, Wonthaggi VIC 3995;  
 include the reasons for the objection and; 
 state how the objector would be affected.  

The responsible authority must make a copy of every objection available for any person to inspect free of charge until the end 
of the period during which an application may be made for review of a decision on the application. 

The responsible authority will not decide on the application before:  
 

(Applicant to insert the required Notice date as per the instructions provided – this space cannot be left blank) 
 

 
 

Image is indicative only. 

 14/03/2025

Re: BARBARA ELIZABETH KENNETT, deceased
Would anyone holding or knowing the whereabouts 
of any Will of Barbara Elizabeth Kennett, late of 
Inverloch Coast Care Community, 119 Cashin 
Street, Inverloch, deceased, who died on 
18 August 2024 please contact: 
State Trustees Limited A.C.N. 064 593 148, 
1 McNab Avenue, Footscray VIC 3011 
(Ref. No. 6842083-434-PETERC) 
Tel: 03 9667 6444 Email: probate@stl.com.au
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PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES
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NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF A MANAGER 
This Notice is to inform the general public that Daniel 
John Prior of Prior Law, 28 Bair Street Leongatha, 
Victoria, 3953, has been appointed as the Manager 
of the sole practitioner law practice of the late William 
Edmund Ryan, trading as ‘William E Ryan’, which 
carried on practice at 5b Church Street, Leongatha 
Victoria, 3953. The appointment was made by the 
Victorian Legal Services Board, effective from  
17 February 2025.
Kindly direct all requests, concerns, and  
inquiries regarding the said Law Practice to  
250301@priorlaw.com.au.
A further Public Notice regarding the practice  
will be issued in due course.
Daniel Prior
PRIOR LAW

If you can give, please  
give where you live.  
www.bccf.org.au

Making a real 
difference in the 
lives of people 

across Bass Coast.

At Ray White Inverloch, we’re on the 
lookout for experienced, enthusiastic 
and energetic individuals to share our 
passion for Real Estate and our drive to 
celebrate success.
Marketing & Administration 
We are looking for an organised, driven 
and creative person whose role will be 
to take care of all property marketing, 
working with clients and agents to 
bring a property to life and ensure it 
has a story to tell. Will also need to be 
organised and driven to meet deadlines 
and be proactive in a fast-paced 
environment where attention to detail 
and process following is crucial.
Sales Associate 
We are seeking a new sales associate to 
join our progressive and fast paced team, 
to assist sales agents and a desire to 
grow their own career too. 
Sales Agent
We seeking to expand our team with a 
sales agent, with a passion for people, 
progression and strong drive. You will be 
given tools and an environment to help 
you succeed and grow your career.
Training and development opportunities 
are constantly offered and flexible hours 
are available.

Email all resumes to  
fiona.mh@raywhite.com H

M
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Your Career. Your move.
Come join our team.

Join Calvary where “Being for Others”
is our mission and our difference

Continuing the Mission of the Sisters of the
Little Company of Mary

Hospitality
Healing

Stewardship
Respect

Calvary Strzelecki House
Team leader (Enrolled Nurse) - 

Mirboo North  
Our Aged care home is looking for multiple
team leaders who can provide high-quality care 
to our residents.
Main responsibilities are coordinating care 
needs of residents across the home including 
medication management, nutrition and 
hydration, pressure care management. Lead/
supervise care on the shift, within their 
designated wing or area. Perform medicine 
related tasks in accordance with scope of 
qualification, state or territory legislation, 
regulation and Calvary policies, procedures for 
delegation and supervision.
Relevant qualifications: 
•	 Diploma of Enrolled Nursing (with APRHA 

Registration to administer medication) OR
•	 Certificate IV in Ageing Support (including 

HLTHPS007 Administer & Monitor Medicines) OR
•	 Certificate III in Individual Support with 

willingness to undertake training to obtain 
required qualifications

For further information please contact 
Agedcare.recruitment@calvarycare.org.au 
Phone: (03) 5667 9100
Your benefits: 
NFP salary packaging benefits, discounted 
health insurance and gym memberships and 
paid parental leave.

Much hardship and difficulty is caused to 
jobseekers by misleading advertisements 
placed in the employment columns.
Our Positions Vacant / Situations Vacant 
columns are reserved for advertisements 
which carry a specific and genuine offer of 
employment.
Ads for ‘Business Opportunities’, 
‘Commission Only/Sales,’ training courses 
and employment services should be 
submitted under those headings.
Placing misleading job ads is an offence 
against the ACL and all advertisements 
are subject to the publisher’s approval. 
For further advice contact the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission on 
1300 302 502 or Consumer Affairs Victoria.

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE:

SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANT
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Our Inverloch offi  ce wishes to appoint a 
dynamic experienced Property Manager 

to become a part time member of our 
progressive rental department.

You should possess excellent customer 
service and communication skills, as well 

as qualifi cations and experience in Property 
Tree and all residential and commercial 

real estate management.
Profi cient computer skills, the ability to 
multi-task and a passion to grow the 

business are essential.
Excellent package and above award 

remuneration.
All enquiries strictly confi dential.
APPLICATIONS BY EMAIL TO:

marniredmond@alexscott.com.au or 
contact Marni Redmond on 0403 525 413

7 a’Beckett Street, Inverloch, 3996
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Inverloch

PROPERTY MANAGER
Part time

Join Calvary where “Being for Others”
is our mission and our difference

Continuing the Mission of the Sisters of the
Little Company of Mary

Hospitality
Healing

Stewardship
Respect

Calvary Strzelecki House -
Lifestyle Coordinator - Mirboo North

Lifestyle coordinator to join our aged care home 
on permanent basis in Mirboo North.
Main responsibilities include Organising and 
executing activities for the residents, assist 
residents with their daily activities. Take 
residents for trips and events outside of the 
facility. Ensuring documentation is completed 
and up to standard
Certificate IV Leisure & Lifestyle or other
relevant qualification. 
Your benefits: 
NFP salary packaging benefits, discounted 
health insurance and gym memberships and 
paid parental leave 
For further information please contact 
Agedcare.recruitment@calvarycare.org.au
OR call (03) 5667 9100

Bottle Shop Manager 
McCartins Hotel is on the lookout for an 

enthusiastic and motivated Full-Time Bottle 
Shop Manager to join our team at the 

Thirsty Camel Drive-Through Bottle Shop.
Key duties include overseeing daily 
operations, managing stock levels, 

ordering inventory, training staff , and 
providing excellent customer service.

Experience preferred but not essential.
To apply: Send your resume to 
stuartw@mccartins.com.au 

or apply in person at McCartins Hotel.
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POSITION AVAILABLE
RETAIL SALES PERSON

Based in Leongatha | Full-time, including two Saturday mornings per month 

We’re looking for a positive, customer-focused team member to join us! 
If you have a passion for interiors and love helping people find the perfect 

flooring and window furnishings, this role could be for you.

You’ll be providing expert advice on design and colour, assisting customers with 
quotes and orders, and keeping our showroom looking its best. Full training is 
provided through our Carpet Court Training Academy and supplier network—

so while experience is great, a great attitude is even better!

Ready to join a friendly team that supports your growth? Apply today!
Drop your resume in person or email to leongatha@carpetcourt.com.au

For any questions about the role contact Gaby - 0432 772 769

LEONGATHA

Retail Sales Person
Based in Leongatha

Full-time, including two  
Saturday mornings per month 

We’re looking for a positive, customer-
focused team member to join us!  

If you have a passion for interiors and 
love helping people find the perfect 
flooring and window furnishings, this 

role could be for you.
You’ll be providing expert advice on 

design and colour, assisting customers 
with quotes and orders, and keeping 
our showroom looking its best. Full 

training is provided through our Carpet 
Court Training Academy and supplier 
network—so while experience is great,  

a great attitude is even better!
Ready to join a friendly team that 

supports your growth? Apply today! 
Drop your resume in person or email to 

leongatha@carpetcourt.com.au 
For any questions about the role 

contact Gaby - 0432 772 769

RACV Roadside  
Patrolman Mechanic

•  Full time or part time permanent  
positions available 

•  Full time $90,000 – $120,000 per year + 
11.5% super + overtime + bonuses

•   Phone and or data package allowance
•   Service vehicle, fuel card, tools, 

equipment, uniforms, PPE & training 
provided

•   Start from home options
•   Free time between job options
About the Role
Automove P/L specialises in Emergency 
Roadside Assistance and Towing Services. 
An exciting opportunity is available to join 
our South Gippsland Team. We currently 
have multiple patrolman vacancies to 
service the Wonthaggi & Foster areas.
Enjoy the benefits of working outside of a 
workshop and on the road in a sea side 
location.

For more information contact  
Automove P/L by emailing  

ben@automove.co VV
02

33

Administrator/Accounts Coordinator
Part Time Role: Tuesday - Fridays, 6 hours per day

Are you Looking for a change?
My client, an agricultural business based at Glen Forbes, Victoria is looking for an 
experienced Administrator/Accounts Co-Ordinator to join their team. My client has been  
in business for more than 20 years, providing agricultural services to farmers and the  
meat industry.
This isn’t just another office job - it’s your chance to take ownership of a pivotal role in a 
family-run business that values reliability, collaboration, and excellence.
Why This Role Is Made for You
You’ll thrive here if you’re someone who loves keeping everything running like clockwork.  
Your days will be a mix of accounts coordination, data entry, customer service, and general 
office administration, where you’ll work closely with the Office Manager.  Ideally you are tech 
savvy, enjoy the challenge of working through technology issues that arise from time to time.  
The systems and processes are already in place and running well, so you can just focus on 
managing your workload.  Your contribution will be appreciated and you will become part of 
the team!
From data entry  jobs, day to day administration, processing invoices, reconciling accounts, 
and debtor management to weekly payroll for a small team, you’ll take on responsibilities 
that showcase your MYOB and Excel skills and attention to detail.  
What’s In It for You?
•  Above Award Pay: $28-$30 per hour + super (negotiable for the right candidate).
•  Work-Life Balance: Part-time hours (Tuesday to Friday, 9am-3.30pm) with some flexibility 

available (with start and finish times).
•  Supportive Environment: Be part of a family-run business where your initiative and 

contributions are valued, and your voice is heard.
•  Make an Impact: Play a crucial role in keeping our office/accounts under control.  And, 

if you’ve got ideas for improving systems and processes, we want to hear them—and 
implement them.

•  Growth Opportunity: Contribute to projects that allow you to gain valuable new skills and 
knowledge.

•  Team Spirit: Work with a tight-knit team who have your back and celebrate success 
together.

Step Into a Role That Makes a Difference
If you’re experienced in office administration and accounts coordination, proficient in MYOB 
and Excel and skilled in multitasking, this could be your next great move.  My client is 
looking for someone who thrives in a fast-paced, high-volume environment and brings a 
can-do attitude to the team.  
Ready to Join the Team?
We’d love to hear from you!  
Apply now and show us why you’re the right person for this key role.
For more information, please call Elisa Nudelman on 0401 574 060 and/or to apply for the 
role, please email your cover letter and resume to inspirepeopleconsulting@gmail.com.
Applications Close: Monday, March 3 at 6pm
Applicants must have Australian permanent working rights to apply for this role. H
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Employment Complete jobs listing online 
www.sgst.com.au

Sentinel-Times

Is your employment 
opportunity listed online?

Advertise your job vacancy in the Sentinel-Times and get a FREE listing in our online and searchable directory at 

www.sgst.com.au
Email your job adverts to: ads@sgst.com.au  |  DEADLINE: Fridays 3.30pm

Woolworths extends 
Quiet Hour to five 

days a week
ACROSS Gippsland Woolworths have 

expanded their low-sensory Quiet Hour to 
five days a week, an experience designed 
to reduce anxiety and sensory stress for 
customers with specific needs.

During Quiet Hour, most Woolworths 
stores will lower lights, turn down music 
or radio, turn off beeps at the register and 
turn off oven buzzers for an hour, every 
Monday to Friday between 10:30am and 
11:30am.

Quiet hour was developed in consulta-
tion with disability service provider Life 
Without Barriers and launched in 2019 
one day a week to meet the need in the 
community for a low-sensory shopping 
experience. Since then, the initiative has 
rolled out to over 900 stores across Aus-
tralia, providing customers with a less 
stressful shopping experience and in-
creasing their independence.

During this hour, temporary changes 
are made to the store, including turning 
off bakery ovens or chicken cooker buzz-
ers, reducing volume on store phones 
and registers on the trading floor, clearing 
store entry ways, reducing lighting and in 
store music, removing roll cages from the 
shop floor and; stopping all PA announce-
ments (excluding cases of emergencies).          

Jeanette Fenske, Woolworths Director 
of Stores, said: “We continue to receive 
positive feedback from customers on the 
initiative, and our teams take great pride 
in ensuring the stores are quieter and less 
stressful for customers during this time.

“Quiet Hour is now an integral part of 
how we aim to assist independence in our 
stores, in addition to the opportunity pro-
vided by Direct to Boot and delivery op-
tions for many customers.

“The expansion of Quiet Hour to five 
days a week has been trialled over busy 
shopping periods such as Christmas, and 
we are proud to now be able to meet cus-
tomer needs with this five days a week.”

Life Without Barriers Chief Execu-
tive Claire Robbs said: “The expansion 
of Quiet Hour at Woolworths from one 
to five week days is a fantastic initiative 
that recognises and is actively responding 
to different needs of many people in the 
community.

“Life Without Barriers has been delight-
ed with Woolworths leadership to give 
people more options to do their shopping 
in store and increase their independence 
in an environment that is not stressful 
and overwhelming to them.”

VIEW Clubs of Australia are a valuable 
part of the Smith Family.  At the annual 
meeting on February 17, past President 
Carmel thanked the outgoing committee 
for their help and contribution during 
the year and presented the new commit-
tee with their badges.

The new committee are Sue Rose, Mar-
garet Morgan, Ann Warren,  Sue Hooper,  
Dorothy Harland,  Margaret Sutherland,  
Jean McBride,   Marilyn Wallace,   Pam  
Shackelford and Marg Drummond.

The Wonthaggi Evening View Club 
sponsors six children throughout their 
education.   This is achieved from fun-
draising activities held at meetings and 
during outings. 

New members are welcome to come 
along and join in, either at a diner meet-
ing or on one of our monthly outings. 
Please contact Ann Warren on 0409 061 
172 or Dot Harland on 0407 823 597 to 
have a chat about the club.

Wonthaggi View Club 
New Committee 2025
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THE NATIONAL’S Melina Bath has 
sought answers from the State Gov-
ernment on its plan to slash the num-
ber of Fisheries Officer positions by 
27 to just nine across Western Port 
and Port Phillip Bay. 

In parliament Ms Bath called on the 
Minister for Outdoor Recreation, Hon 
Steve Dimopoulos to outline how he 
intends to regulate fishing compli-
ance after the Victorian Fisheries Au-
thority was ordered to make budget 
cuts. 

“Western Port locals expressed 
valid concerns about the future of 
recreational and commercial compli-
ance and the sustainability of fishing 
grounds. 

“There is a sentiment that strong 
compliance and fishing enforcement 
officers go hand in hand.  “People are 
genuinely shocked that the State Gov-
ernment is cutting local jobs and sell-
ing off fisheries’ boats.” 

Ms Bath said the decision was bud-
get driven with Labor scrambling to 
save money due to soaring state debt. 

“This week the Auditor General’s 
latest report showed a further $15 
billion cost blow out in Victoria’s 
poorly managed finances. 

“The economic and social prosperi-
ty of our coastal communities in east-
ern Victoria is linked to the effective 
regulation of our beautiful marine 
ecosystems. 

“No one in my electorate wants to 
see our recreation and commercial 
fishing industries negatively impact-
ed through a lack of responsible fish-
ing management. 

“Budget cuts to fisheries enforce-
ment must not lead to an increase in 
illegal poaching.” 

Fisheries fiasco a 
backwards stepHelping local sporting clubs 

to get more people involved
GRASSROOTS sports clubs 

are the heartbeat of our lo-
cal communities, and a new 
round of grants has been re-
leased for clubs to upskill staff 
and volunteers.

More than $3,000 from this 
funding round has helped 
the Woolamai Beach Surf Life-
saving Club better respond to 
mental health issues in their 
community by upskilling  vol-
unteers, coaches and life-
guards in youth mental health 
first-aid.

Head of Member Wellbeing at 
the Woolamai Beach Surf Life-
saving Club Erin Close, said,

“This grant will support the 
roll out of our Youth Mental 
Health First Aid initiative that’s 
aimed at helping to educate 
our members on how to sup-
port one another and them-
selves, ensuring that mental 
health is a priority in our life-
saving efforts.”

Minister for Community 
Sport Ros Spence  last week 
announced further applica-
tions are open for the Sporting 
Club Grants Program.

Grants of up to  $5,000 are 
available for clubs to  improve 
the skills and knowledge of 
volunteers, coaches and offi-
cials, as well as  grants of up 
to $4,000 to help clubs deliver 
new programs to the commu-
nity.

Clubs can also apply for 
grants of up to $1,000 to pur-
chase uniforms and equip-
ment, and $750 travel grants 
are also available to partici-
pate in competitions away 

from home.
Since 2014, the  Sporting 

Club Grants Program  has 
injected almost $18.4 mil-
lion  into the community and 
supported thousands of clubs 
across the state – improv-
ing the experience of local  

community sport for everyone 
involved.

The program is backed by 
the Regional Community Sport 
Development Fund that is deliv-
ering infrastructure upgrades 
as well as the  Regional Com-
munity Sport Infrastructure  

Fund  to help more regional 
Victorians get active and be 
part of their local sporting 
club.

Applications for this round 
close 27 March 2025. For 
more information and to apply 
visit sport.vic.gov.au.

THE Victorian Fisheries 
Authority (VFA) has recently 
made significant workforce 
cuts that are sparking wide-
spread outrage among both 
recreational and commercial 
fishers in the state. In a move 
that critics are calling the 
“largest act of environmen-
tal vandalism,” the VFA has 
cut 27 Fisheries Officer posi-
tions down to nine, making 18 
trained officers redundant and 
announced the closure of five 
vital fisheries offices, including 
the Queenscliff complex.

The redundancies have left 
the fishing community reeling, 
particularly because these of-
ficers played a crucial role in 
enforcing fishing regulations, 
safeguarding marine environ-
ments, and ensuring compli-
ance with fishing laws across 
Victoria. The VFA’s spokes-
person stated that the au-
thority would focus more on 
community engagement and 
education about responsible 
fishing, while still maintaining 
efforts against major fishing 
crimes.

CEO of VFA Travis Dowl-
ing confirmed on ABC (RAF) 
that a proposal for potential 
changes is under staff consul-
tation and nothing is finalised 
yet; however out of the 27 
fisheries officers made redun-
dant, nine will be re-titled to 
fisheries engagement officers 
with a focus on education. 

However, the move has been 
widely criticised by the Bass 
Coast community for poten-
tially leaving the state’s fish-
eries vulnerable to poaching, 

overfishing, and environmen-
tal degradation. Fishers argue 
that the loss of so many com-
pliance officers at a time when 
their presence is most needed 
is detrimental to both the eco-
system and the future of fish-
ing in Victoria.

John Willis of Boating In-
dustry Association of Victoria 
Port Phillip Bay and Western-
port Fishing The Victorian 
Game Fishing Club spoke on 
the issue stating that this is a 
direct result of the State gov-
ernments absolute misman-
agement. 

“I personally call on all Vic-
torian fishos to make an im-
mediate impact by contacting 
their local representatives to 
express their disgust and re-
fuse to pay any more Recre-
ational Fishing License (RFL) 
or other Victorian Fisheries 
Authority fees until this foul 
decision is reversed!

“Remember that your Vic-
torian RFL fees fund a major 
part of The Victorian Fisher-
ies Authority budget, includ-
ing the wages of fisheries of-
ficers and every survey of 
recreational fishers has al-
ways returned an outcry for 
more compliance officers on 
the ground, not less!” 

Deputy Leader of the Op-
position Sam Groth shared a 
statement last Tuesday, Febru-
ary 18, stating the five stations 
impacted make-up more than 
50 per cent the state’s fisher-
ies officers, with the Central 
region producing the bulk of 
the state’s offence briefs, tick-
ets and warnings as a result of 

the higher number of inspec-
tions and more offenders than 
other regions.

Many fear that without suf-
ficient fisheries officers to 
monitor and regulate activi-
ties, both recreational and 
commercial fishers will be left 
unprotected, leading to a sig-
nificant loss of marine life.

Long term resident Tammy 
Humphry was outraged with 
the news, holding a meeting at 
the Cowes Yacht Club last week 
prior to the official announce-
ment, stating, ‘what happens to 
the penguins on Phillip Island 
if the marine life is wiped out, 
what happens to the historic 
fisherman who have run their 
vessels in Bass Strait for gen-
erations because illegal fishing 
will swarm the waters.” 

In speaking on ABC Mr Dowl-
ing discussed the significant 
reduction in staff at the Victo-
rian Fisheries Authority from 
27 to nine due to a decline 
in commercial fishing. Shar-
ing that the authority aims to 
target non-compliant fishers, 
who pose a greater threat to 
sustainability, through a new 
fisheries crime unit using ad-
vanced tools like drones and 
night vision goggles. 

ABC questioned whether 
these 18 fisheries officers 
would be redeployed to the 
crime unit. 

“I’ll just say, like all govern-
ment agencies, we have to 
make savings. We’re looking 
at the best way to do that,” 
said Mr Dowling. “We will have 
a reduced budget, absolutely, 
but we’ve worked through that 

to try to ensure that we have 
as limited impact on our fish-
eries as we possibly can.” 

As part of the restructuring, 
the VFA is shifting to a model 
with only three new office lo-
cations. These will focus on 
community engagement, but 
it remains unclear how much 
attention will be given to en-
forcement. The community 
remains alarmed that these 
budget cuts will open the wa-
ters to the black market. 

The decision has sparked 
anger among fishing commu-
nities, and many are calling 
for the government to reverse 
the redundancies. As the state 
prepares for upcoming elec-
tions, the issue is becom-
ing a rallying point for those 
concerned about the future of 
fishing in Victoria.

Bass MP Jordan Crugnale 
responded sharing, “I very 
much appreciate the time 
community members have 
taken to write to me raising 
their concerns regarding the 
proposed restructure of the 
Victorian Fisheries Authority 
(VFA) and as a strong advo-
cate for the fishing and boat-
ing community in our area, I 
will be taking all correspon-
dence to the Minister for Out-
door Recreation.

“The VFA have presented 
a Clause 11 proposal which 
is currently out for consulta-
tion with affected staff mem-
bers and the relevant Union 
(CPSU) – as such I need to 
respect this internal process 
and am unable to comment 
further at this time.” 

Mass dismissal of Fisheries puts waterways at risk

Young Woolamai Beach SLSC patrol members Felix Thompson, Maya Drohomirecki and Mia 
Davies will benefit from the recent grant. 

BEN Considine and Bea Conroy 
have claimed the opening round of 
the Victorian Longboard Titles on 
Phillip Island, edging one step closer 
to the Wildcard spot into the WSL 
Bells Beach Longboard Classic later 
this year.

In typical fashion, Considine was 
dominant across the event claiming 
at least an excellent ride in all but one 
of his heats. 

“It feels great to get a strong start 
and take the win at Phillip Island, I 
had a really good nine months break 
from contests travelling after the 
WSL  Bells Beach WSL tour contest 
last year and I just feel I’ve come back 
with a really fresh approach and su-
per excited to get back into the con-
tests.”

“Phillip Island was my third contest 
for the year, and I feel each heat is just 
building off the next and I’m develop-
ing some really good momentum, so I 
can’t wait to take that to Noosa soon 
and then the final round of the Vic-
torian State titles to hopefully secure 
that place for the bells wildcard!”

In the final, Considine finished on a 
heat total of 17.77 with two excellent 
scoring rides. He took down Thomas 
Fahey (Mornington Peninsula, 11.96 
points), Nathan Rivalland (Jan Juc, 
11.66 points) and Tas Dunton (Morn-
ington Peninsula, 10.44 points).

Bea Conroy also cruised through to 
the finals on the fun lefthand bank at 
Surfies Point Beachbreak.

Locking in a heat total of 11.84, 
Conroy took down local Ebony Maier 
(Cape Woolamai) who finished in sec-
ond on 8.53 points.

Natalie Van Der Heyden (Cape 
Woolamai) finished in third on 6.67 
with Rori Reyntjes (Torquay) in fourth 
on 5.90 points.

The final round will be held at Point 
Impossible on the Surf Coast on May 
17 & 18. Entries are open now via 
surfingvic.com/events.

Full results can be found at www.
surfingvic.com/live 

Ben Considine and 
Bea Conroy take top 

honours on Phillip Island
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MONDAY night was a thrill-
ing evening at the Phillip 
Island and Districts Darts 
League! An impressive 39 
dart enthusiasts gathered to 
compete for the esteemed 
Owen Walton Drawn Doubles 
Trophy. The knockout format 
provided an exhilarating pre-
lude to the upcoming season, 
with players engaging in in-
tense 801 doubles matches.

The final match, a best-of-
three series, was particularly 
captivating. The pairing of fel-
low “Vikings” Anders Grier 
and Paul Duff faced off against 
Dave “Grummo” Grummisch 
and Jamie “Mav” Martin.

Despite being a newcomer 
to the league, Paul show-
cased remarkable skill and  

composure under pressure. 
Together with Anders, they 
secured a hard-fought 2-1 vic-
tory, clinching the title in a 
match that had spectators on 
the edge of their seats.

The evening’s excitement 
extended beyond the dart-
boards. Meredith was the for-
tunate winner of the meat tray 
raffle, generously provided by 
our local sponsor, San Remo 
Butchers. Their support 
adds a delightful touch to our 
events, and we are grateful for 
their continued partnership. 
As we look ahead to Round 1 
of the new season next week, 
anticipation is high. Good 
luck to all teams; it’s shaping 
up to be an exhilarating year 
of darts! 

TIDETIDE 
GUIDEGUIDE
TIDAL PREDICTIONS FROM 
PORT PHILLIP HEADS

Approx. Tide Variations: Seal Rocks, 
Venus Bay, Waratah Bay and Cape 

Woolamai (Same), Tooradin +2hrs 45, 
Cowes Pier +50, Stony Point +40

2.30am
0.90m
8.36am
1.25m
2.52pm
0.42m
10.42pm
1.30m

3.34am
0.94m
9.48am
1.20m
3.59pm
0.44m
11.54pm
1.33m

4.57am
0.92m
11.15am
1.20m
5.17pm
0.45m

12.56am
1.39m
6.22am
0.82m
12.40pm
1.27m
6.35pm
0.43m

1.47am
1.47m
7.27am
0.67m
1.48pm
1.39m
7.39pm
0.41m

2.32am
1.54m
8.16am
0.51m
2.46pm
1.52m
8.32pm
0.40m

3.14am
1.60m
9.01am
0.35m
3.40pm
1.63m
9.20pm
0.42m

TUESDAY
February 25

WEDNESDAY
February 26

THURSDAY
February 27

FRIDAY
February 28

SATURDAY
March 1

SUNDAY
March 2

MONDAY
March 3

Email us your 
fi shing photos

news@sgst.com.au

SPORTS
SOUTH GIPPSLAND BRIDGE

18/2 at Wonthaggi RSL-6 tables compet-
ing

Winning Master Points: 1st Alan John-
ston and Lois Dwyer 60.42, 2nd Bronwin 
Sund and Mike Dooley 59.38, 3rd  Faye 
Rowlands and Marie Sands 56.77, 
4th  Ruth Harvey and Sue Edwards 
55.73, 5th John French and Debbie An-
glim 51.56

21/2 at Inverloch 11 tables- a great roll 
up with some of our new learners already 
master point winners

North/South winners: 1st John Quayle 
and Matti Shub 67.48, 2nd Mike Dooley 
and Moya Crowley 59.11, 3rd Alan John-
ston and Clive Hope 55.96, 4th  Judy 
Walker and Grant Austen   54.62, 
5th John French and Deb Anglim 51.56

East/West winners: 1st Julie Perri-
am and Anne Gibson 61.78, 2nd  Mau-
reen Stiles and Penny Loughran 58.10, 
3rd  Bronwyn Sund and Marie Sands 
53.15, 4th Lois Dwyer and Robyn Egan 
52.88, 5th Julie and Ian Mcphee 52.29.

AM&DTA TENNIS
Section 1 Results: Westernport White 

6.44 defeated Koonwarra 2.32, Leon-
gatha v Inverloch – Mutual Forfeit, West-
ernport Red v Korumburra – No score 
received.

Ladder: Inverloch 101, Koonwarra 80, 
Westernport White 76, Leongatha 61, Ko-
rumburra 51*, Westernport Red 25*

Section 2 Results: Korumburra 6.56 de-
feated Leongatha 3.38, Baromi v Outtrim 
– Mutual Forfeit

Ladder: Outtrim 92, Korumburra 79, 
Baromi 67, Leongatha 58

There is only one round to play until 
finals – it seems this season has flown 
by. In a very uncommon occurrence, both 
Leongatha v Inverloch and Outtrim v 
Baromi mutually agreed to forfeit. With a 
mutual forfeit, neither team gets points. 
Westernport White were winners against 
Koonwarra by 12 games. Koony only 
managed to win one men’s and one mixed 
set. Unfortunately, no score was received 
from Westernport Red and Korumburra. 
Once a score is received, the ladder will 
be updated.

In Section 2 Leongatha and Korum-
burra played after chasing fill-ins all 
week. Well done to juniors Zac Dowell 
and Declan Russell – a big step up but 
the boys did well to keep the Korumburra 
men honest.

RIVERSIDE TENNIS
ROUND 13 Results
Section 1/2 Doubles: Hallora 3 - 34 def 

by Warragul White 6 – 48, Trafalgar 1 - 28 
def by Moe 8 – 55, Drouin Gold 8 - 53 def 
Poowong 1 – 23, Neerim District 3 - 41 def 
by Drouin Maroon 6 - 50, Warragul Blue 
- Bye.

Ladder: Drouin Maroon 117, Moe 101, 
Warragul White 89.5, Neerim District 85, 
Hallora 85, Warragul Blue 66, Drouin 
Gold 60, Trafalgar 45, Poowong 42.5.

Section 1 Singles: Drouin Maroon 3 - 6 
- 35 def Drouin Gold 0 - 1 – 19, Trafalgar 
3 - 6 - 36 def Drouin White 0 - 0 - 13, Moe 
Red 3 - 6 - 32 def Moe Blue 0 - 1 - 15, Moe 
White - Bye

Ladder: Moe White 53, Moe Blue 46.5, 
Moe Red 35.5, Trafalgar 31.5, Drouin 
Gold 31, Drouin Maroon 26.5, Drouin 
White 21

Section 2 Singles: Drouin Maroon 1 - 27 
def by Neerim District 5 – 42, Trafalgar 
3 - 44 def Warragul 3 – 39, Drouin Gold 
6 - 48 def Moe 0 - 29

Ladder: Trafalgar 78, Neerim District 
70, Warragul 63.5, Drouin Gold 61.5, Dr-
ouin Maroon 38, Moe 23

The pairing of fellow 
“Vikings” Anders Grier and 
Paul Duff secured a hard-
fought 2-1 victory.

Meredith was the fortunate 
winner of the darts meat tray 
raffle, generously provided 
by local sponsor, San Remo 
Butchers.

Vikings triumph to claim Owen Walton doubles trophy

Surfing Victoria launches its 
first Reconciliation Action Plan
SURFING Victoria is proud 

to release its first Innovate 
Reconciliation Action Plan.

The Innovate RAP has been 
formally endorsed by Recon-
ciliation Australia and aims to 
build on Surfing Victoria’s 27 
year commitment to address 
racism and inequality across 
society and improve relation-
ships and engagement with 
and Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander communities 
in Victoria.

Surfing Victoria’s vision 
is that the Victorian surfing 
community will be a place 
where Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people are re-
spected and celebrated with 
pathways to participate equi-
tably at all levels of our sport 
and active recreation.

“Surfing Victoria is thrilled 
to launch our first Reconcilia-
tion Action Plan,” said Surfing 
Victoria Chair, Ashleigh Wall. 

“The RAP is a milestone in 
our long-standing commit-
ment to honour, celebrate 
and empower Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people 

through meaningful opportu-
nities and pathways as part of 
Surfing Victoria.”

Surfing Victoria will support 
reconciliation by
• �Creating opportunities for 

participation in the sport 
and or active recreation of 
Surfing and Stand Up Pad-
dleboarding.

• �Providing leadership and 
guidance to the Victorian 
sport and recreation com-
munity on reconciliation 
and inclusion.

• �Promoting cultural aware-
ness, understanding and re-
spect among our staff, Board, 
affiliates, and stakeholders 
by encouraging participation 
through Aboriginal and Tor-
res Strait Islander communi-
ty events, programs, cultural 
ceremonies, and opportuni-
ties to engage with Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
people.

• �Maintaining strong relation-
ships and partnerships with 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander communities and 
community organisations 

and community leaders.
• �Supporting Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander peo-
ple in employment path-
ways within the sport and 
broader surfing industry.

• �Foster future Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
leaders and role models to 
inspire participation and in-
crease cultural safety within 
the programs.

• �Acknowledging and under-
standing the barriers for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people participat-
ing in sport and recreation 
and committing to reduce 
these barriers.
“I’m incredibly proud of 

Surfing Victoria’s first Rec-
onciliation Action Plan, said 
Surfing Victoria CEO Adam 
Robertson. 

“We are in the Indigenous 
Surfing Program’s 27th year, 
which is amazing.  The com-
mitment to the program as 
an entire organisation from 
all staff to Board members 
is a testament to the organ-
isation’s love of the program.   

Being able to utilise surfing as a 
tool for positive change shows 
surfing is something much 
more than just a “sport”.  The 
RAP now provides the frame-
work for moving forward to 
ensure we can have the best 
outcomes possible.”  

Members of Surfing Victo-
ria’s Reconciliation Action 
Plan Working Group:
• �Ashleigh Wall - Chair of 

Surfing Victoria & Partner 
At Mast Lawyers

• �Adam Robertson - CEO of 
Surfing Victoria

• �Elley Harrison - General 
Manager of Surfing Victoria

• �Jordie Campbell - Head of 
Programs Surfing Victoria 
& RAP Champion

• �Rhys Collins - Traditional 
Owner and Relationships 
Manager at Melbourne Wa-
ter

• �Kate Sullivan - Surfing Vic-
toria Board Member & Man-
ager Integrated Planning at 
Surf Coast Shire Council 

• �Cal Viney - Surfing Victoria 
Board Member & Barrister 
at the Victorian Bar

2024 Worrangalook Koori Surfing Titles. Surfing Victoria strive to be a leader in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
sport participation and understand that working in this space comes with a responsibility to be accountable to all 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People. Photo: Surfing Victoria. 
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BREAKAWAY BOWLS
WHAT a day of bowls with two 

teams fighting for the result.
Alas, there can be but one vic-

tor –usually.
Not on Monday, though – the 

two teams could not be split, 
both on +1.

The teams were John Stewart, 
Jan Murphy, Peter Grenville, 
Rhonda Rattenbury, Gordon 
Peters, Linda Newman and Ken 
Webb.

Well done to all concerned.
Another day of great company 

and inspirational bowling was 
held on Friday. 

Well done to the winners, who 
were Peter Novak, Helen Glad-
stone and Graeme McAlpine. 

Well done to Pete on his first 
win, finally defeating his wife Pat.

FISH CREEK
IT was another successful 

weekend for the Fish Creek 
Bowls Club with two out of three 
preliminary final wins to send 
the Division 2 and 6 teams into 
this Saturday’s grand final to be 
played at Cowes. 

Unfortunately, Division 4 went 
down to Port Welshpool by 13 
shots on a hot day at Leongatha. 

Fish Creek couldn’t sustain the 
early pressure and then was not 
able to get back into the game. 

Division 2 have really hit top 
form at the right time of the year 
and recorded a convincing win 
over Wonthaggi 73/16 to 37/0. Fish 
Creek now takes on neighbours 
Tarwin Lower in the big one.  

Division 6 has been an out-
standing story this year.

 It is the first time the club has 
fielded this team and to make the 
grand final is a huge achievement. 

Fish Creek had a comfortable 
win over Toora and now play 
San Remo with nothing to lose. 

There was great support last 
week and look forward to a big 
red and white crowd at Phillip 
Island on Saturday. 

The barefoot bowlers have been 
enjoying great weather on a Tues-
day with plenty of fun on the green. 

Last week’s winners were Sha-
ron, Marty and Karen whilst the 
encouragement prize went to 
George, Allysa and Amanda. 

The next club event is the 
monthly barbecue on Friday, 
March 7, where the season will 
be celebrated, and hopefully a 
couple of flags. 

Everyone is welcome.
All the best to competing clubs 

for this weekend.

FOSTER
IT was another great night at 

Jack Attack – two short of a full 
house of players and the weather 
stayed kind.

Winners for the night were, 
Harriets of Fire, Travis, Simon 
and Andy, winning Chamber of 
Commerce vouchers sponsored 

by Foster Cars and Off-road.
The runners up were, Hospital 

Facilities, Martin, Benny and Paul, 
winning the chocolate prizes spon-
sored by Promontory Kitchens.

The ladder results are on the 
Facebook page.

The usual awesome array of 
raffle prizes were won all around 
the room.

See you all again next week for 
round five. 

After that, there is one more 
round of the competition, then 
the presentation night and a fi-
nal dress up for St Patrick’s Day 
–a week early.

Foster had a great result for its 
Saturday Pennant.

It came home with a win 
against Corinella in the prelimi-
nary final. 

It’s off to the grand final next Sat-
urday to play against Meeniyan.

Well done to all players – that’s 
an awesome start to the Pennant 
finals.

The club wished its midweek 
Pennant all the best yesterday.

INVERLOCH
AUTUMN Ivy Bowls is an eight-

week competition of 28 teams of 
pairs. 

It will be held from 7-9pm with 
an entry fee of $10 per person. 

Dates are April 1, 8, 15 and 29, 
and May 6, 13, 20 and 27. 

Register quickly or miss out. 
Contact John Sutcliffe.
Celebrate Equinox at Inverloch 

Bowls Club on March 21.
The gates open 7.15pm.
It will be held from 7.30pm-

9.30pm at a cost of $12 per 
game. 

Sunset will be at 7.27pm. 
This is a fun event for family 

and friends.
Club Championships final re-

sults: 
Ladies Singles: Lorraine Dow-

son.
Ladies’ Pairs: Lorraine Dow-

son and Anne Tschiderer.
Men’s Singles: Martin Han-

naford.
Men’s Pairs: Andrew Rowe and 

Martin Hannaford.
Mixed Pairs: Lorraine Dowson 

and Martin Hannaford. 
Ladies’ Minor Singles: Carol 

Waters.
Ladies’ 100 Up: Joy Brown.
Men’s Minor Singles: Bruce 

Corrigan. 
Men’s 100 Up: Chris O’ Donnell.
Inverloch Bowling Club’s Social 

Day on Thursday started off as a 
rather cool day but soon fined up 
with the usual Inverloch breeze. 

There were 31 players playing 
two games of 10 ends. 

Two teams won both their 
games. 

The winners for the day was the 
team of Chris O’Donnell, Rob How-
ard, Karen Orford and Pat Mackay. 

Runners up were Keith 
Cousens, Terry Seaward, Peter 
Gentsch and Diane Hallas.

KORUMBURRA
THE Pennant season is draw-

ing to a close with only the Sat-
urday Pennant Division 1 side 
left in the grand final. 

The Division 1 midweek side 
were unable to win at Foster to 
remain in the finals race. 

Ben Peachey went down 27 
shots to 15, Charlie Edgarton 
lost 26 shots to nine, while the 
only bright light was Joanna Lo-
magno who had 21 shots to 20 
win –there is always next year. 

Neil Green has had a spell in 
hospital and the club wishes him 
all the best for a speedy recovery.

SOUTH GIPPSLAND 
INDOOR BOWLS

THE South Gippsland Indoor 
Bowls Association had a social 
night held at the Mardan Com-
munity Hall on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 20. 

Twenty-four members from 
Buffalo, Outtrim, Dumbalk and 
Mardan attended and enjoyed a 
relaxing evening of close match-
es, lots and chats and laughter.

The association encourages 
new members and everyone is 
welcome to come and play. 

Mardan and Buffalo meet on 
Wednesday evenings at 7:30pm 
at their community halls, and 
Outtrim meets on a Monday eve-
ning at 7:30pm at the Outtrim 
Community Hall. 

Should you want further in-
formation, please call Jenny on 
0437 412 201.

MIDWEEK BOWLS
FOLLOWING last week’s can-

cellation due to the weather, it 
was great to see 43 players turn-
ing up at Corinella on Thursday.

The weather was perfect, rising 
to a mild 21 or 22 for the day.

Chris prepared the green for us, 
before as well as after the game.

He also selflessly looked after all 
the thirsty bowlers over the day.

The bowlers were welcomed by 
Pauline and John as Peter and 
David prepared the teams.

They are so appreciated for all 
the hard work they put in week 
after week.

 On the green, there was lots 
of laughter and banter across all 
the rinks.

Some excellent bowling could 
be seem almost everywhere.

There were a couple of wrong 
bias bowls, but these are always 
welcome as they assist the Royal 
Children’s Hospital each year.

 This week’s winners on a won-
derful score of 36 were Rob Pa-
ganoni (S), Frank d’Unienville 
(2), Gillian Harper (3) and Elaine 
Williams (L).

 Runners up on a score of 32 
were Peter Thorley (L), Michael 
Dady (S), Raff Meranti (3) and 
Bill Williams (2).

 Best one game for the day on 

a score of 19 were Frank Grant 
(L), Brenda Moloney (3) and 
Louis Magri (S).

 Thanks also goes to Margaret 
for all her efforts in the kitchen 
–it is lovely to have so many vol-
unteers each and every week.

The club looks forward to see-
ing many of its members win 
Pennant finals, so for the next 
three weeks or so it will just say 
“good luck” to all players. 

To all those who don’t quite 
make it in the finals, what a 
great year it was for you all.

 Next week, the club will be 
meeting once again at San Remo.

Please be on site by 10am to 
allow the organisers time to ar-
range the teams.

 Till then, good luck and stay 
safe.

WONTHAGGI
IT was another busy, but good 

week.
Tuesday saw Division 1 play 

host to Inverloch at Wonthaggi 
on a fine, mild day. 

With the finals underway, there 
was a little more at stake. 

All rinks played well, securing 
a solid win and advancing to the 
grand final. 

Final scores: Wonthaggi 75, In-
verloch 45.

Division 2 played Leongatha at 
Leongatha, also in good weather. 

Wonthaggi faced a team that 
was ready to play, with strong 
bowlers and the advantage of 
their home ground. 

However, Wonthaggi has a sec-
ond chance and an opportunity to 
reset and bounce back next week. 

Final scores: Wonthaggi 36, Le-
ongatha 79.

Division 3 hosted Foster at 
Wonthaggi in a tightly contested 
match. 

Wonthaggi fought hard but just 
fell short at the end of the day.

 All rinks played well, but this 
marks the end of the season for 
Division 3. 

It was a great effort, with new 
bowlers gaining valuable experi-
ence—an encouraging sign for 
the future. 

Final scores: Wonthaggi 51, 
Foster 63.

Wednesday social bowls saw a 
great turnout. 

Two teams won both their 
games. 

The winners were John Gil-
liland, Fred Kellow, and Steve 
Bruynen with two wins and 31 pts. 

The runners up were Veronica 
Griffiths, Lyn Tagell, and Ray 
Hin with two wins and 27 pts. 

Wonthaggi also welcomed visi-
tors Simon and Wendy from the 
Peninsula, who joined the club 
for the day.

Thursday social bowls was 
once again a success, with a 
good number of members enjoy-
ing a game.

Saturday brought mixed re-
sults, with Divisions 1 and 2 

playing at Leongatha.
Division 1 played Mirboo 

North in what turned out to be 
an epic match. 

On a warm-to-hot day with 
a slight breeze, both teams re-
mained close throughout. 

After a break for the heat, the 
scores were locked together un-
til the last end. 

With the scores tied at 48 shots 
each going into the final rink, 
Wonthaggi managed to secure 
the win—decided by a measure. 
Final scores: Wonthaggi 49, Mir-
boo North 48.

Division 2 played Fish Creek in 
hot conditions. 

Fish Creek played well and 
proved too strong on the day. 

All rinks fought hard but fell 
short in the end. 

Final scores: Wonthaggi 37, 
Fish Creek 73.

With three Saturday teams mak-
ing the grand final next week, it’s a 
great result for the club.

Upcoming bowls schedule:
Tuesday: Division 2 plays in 

the preliminary final at Korum-
burra at 10am.

Wednesday: Social bowls at 1pm.
Thursday: Social bowls at 

10am.
Friday: coaching at 10am.
Saturday: Grand Final Day.
Friday night was a great suc-

cess, featuring a barbecue and 
salad for mains, followed by a 
choice of three desserts. 

Fifty people enjoyed a fantastic 
evening, made possible by a lot 
of hard work. 

Roger Lee also had reason to 
celebrate, winning the members’ 
draw of $80.00, along with a 
meat tray supplied by Wonthaggi 
Meat Supply.

Grand Final Day – Saturday:
Division 1 will play at Phillip 

Island.
Division 4 will play at Loch.
Division 5 will play at Loch.
Please check the venues during 

the week. 
Good luck and good bowling. 

WONTHAGGI INDOOR
THIS week, Tuesday saw some 

really good bowling and some 
not so good, which resulted in a 
whole lot of laughs.  

There was 22 players on the day. 
The winners on plus seven, 

winning two games, were Maggie 
Scapin, Mary Spooner and Pam 
Russell. 

Runners up on a win and a 
draw were Fred Demenech, Steve 
Rosenberg and Steve Kenny. 

Friday saw 26 players compete. 
Both teams won two games 

each.
The winners on plus eight were 

Teresa Ireland, Jenny Bakker 
and Jan Milkins.

Runners up on plus four were 
Glenda Binch, Sylvia Mattock 
and Mario Toffolon. 

The ladies are really showing the 
men how it’s done at the moment.

The two winning teams at Monday’s Breakaway Bowls consist-
ed of John Stewart, Jan Murphy, Peter Grenville, Rhonda Rat-
tenbury, Gordon Peters, Linda Newman and Ken Webb.

Joyce Occhipinti, Steve Suckling and John 
Evison were the South Gippsland Indoor Bowls 
Association winners. 

Wonthaggi Bowls Club’s Wednesday winners 
were John Gilliland, Fred Kellow and Steve 
Bruyen.
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KORUMBURRA
RESULTS: Tuesday, February 

18. Stableford: 34 players.
A Grade: Ethan Lamers (8) 38 

points. B Grade: Don Olden (22) 
36 points.

NTPs: first Mark Marotti, 10th 
Chris Clements and 13th Neil 
Spargo.

Thursday, February 20: Stabl-
eford:  23 players.

A Grade: Guv Fields (4) 37 
points. B Grade: Zach Walker 
(18) 34/CB.

NTPs: first Iain Riddell, 10th 
Tim Fowles and 13th Greg Wil-
son.

Saturday, February 22:
Sponsor: Doc and Paul Dixon, 

and David Sorrell.
Daily Stroke Event: 61 players.
A Grade: Billy Wrigley (3) 70 

net.  B Grade: Greg Wilson (13) 
69 net. C Grade: Blake Walker 
(25) 69 net. 

NTPs: first Ian Gibson, sev-
enth Jake Cochrane, 10th Ja-
cob Wrigley and 13th Jake Co-
chrane.

Sunday, February 23:
Sponsor: Team Korumburra.
Daily Stroke Event: 33 players.
A Grade: Steve Bromby (+1) 

65.  B Grade: Blake Walker (28) 
70. C Grade: Blake Walker (25) 
69 net.

NTPs: first Barry Kerr, seventh 
Greg Wilson, 10th Trippy Ken-
nedy and 13th Blayke Spokes.

Final round of Men’s Club 
Championships:

Gross (Scratch):
A Grade
1: Steve Bromby -1, 71, 70, 70, 

65, 276
2: Billy Wrigley	2, 79, 78, 73, 

71, 301
3: Shayne Harland 1, 77, 80, 

84, 73, 314
B Grade
1: Donald Van Rooye 11, 85, 

79, 91, 85, 340
2: Greg Wilson, 13, 86, 86, 82, 

88, 342
3: Malcolm Garnham 11, 85, 

85, 83, 89, 342
C Grade
1: James Williams won on 

four-hole playoff 16, 86, 91, 92, 
90, 359

2: Wayne Knights 15, 89, 90, 
91, 89, 359

3: Chris McConnell 17, 88, 90	
98, 91, 367

D Grade
1: Laurie Webster 19, 87, 90, 

93, 95, 365
2: Jack Clink 21, 91, 92, 99, 

94, 376
3: Bob Newton 22, 94, 99, 93, 

93, 379

Ladies
THE Singles Championships 

have been played over the last 
three weeks. 

Congratulations to everyone 
who played in the Saturday or 
Wednesday competitions. 

There was a great field of wom-
en turn up each week.

Well done to all grade winners.
Congratulations to women’s 

Club Champion Merrissa Cosson, 

who defended her title to hold onto 
the silverware for another year.

A Grade Scratch winner was 
Merrissa Cosson with rounds of 
76/79/82. 

Merrissa (10) also won the net 
with rounds of 66/69/72.

B Grade Scratch winner was 
Judy Webb with rounds of 
90/98/100.

Net winner was Barb Twite (27) 
with rounds of 70/77/63.

C Grade Scratch was decided 
in an exciting playoff between 
Maree Wittingslow and Diarne 
Maskell both finishing with 227 
after three rounds.

Well done to Maree who sank 
the putt and pared the first hole 
to win the playoff and seal the 
C Grade Championship cup.  
Scratch winner was Maree with 
rounds of 103/111/113.

Net winner was Viv Enbom 
(36) with rounds of 74/72/74.

Seniors Trophy was awarded 
for the best net Score and goes 
to Barb Twite with 210.

The Norrie Little Memorial 
Trophy awarded to the player 
with the best net score across 
all grades went to Merrissa with 
207.

The daily competition was 
sponsored by Beryl Brown and 
the club thanks Beryl for her on-
going support.

A winner: Shelley Snooks (16) 
69net. R/up: Kerri Besley (13) 
72net.

B winner: Barb Twite (26) 
64net. R/up: Heather Grist (22) 
72net.

C winner: Diarne (33) 72net. 
R/up: Julie Cole (52) 75net c/b.

BDTL: Julie Brannaghan 73 
net, Merrissa Cosson 74 net, Viv 
Enbom 75 net and Trudi Mantell 
76 net.

NTPs: first and 13th Merrissa, 
and 10th Johanna VDH.

Thursday Twilight winners 
were Deb Wrigley and Johanna 
van den Heiligenberg with 22 
points on a c/b from Mark Ma-
rotti and Betty Thomson. 

NTPs on the first green were 
Johanna and Mark.

On Saturday, Korumburra had 
nine women play a Stableford 
game which was a nice change 
after three weeks of Stroke.

Winning with 38 points was 
Heather Grist (21).  R/up with 36 
points was Shelley Snooks (15). 

BDTL went to Lorraine Know 
(41) 35 points. 

NTPs were on the first Lorraine 
and 10th Johanna VDH.

LEONGATHA
TUESDAY, February 18: Am-

brose Fours Event. 
Tuesday’s Ambrose Fours 

Guest Day had a field of 74 mem-
bers/guests take to the course.

Overall winners: Rick Gra-
ham, Philip Heath, Stuart Smith 
and John Smith with a score of 
57.125. R/up: Alan Starkey, Mi-
chael O’Rafferty, Jeremy de Silva 
and Chad Clasby with a score of 
57.375.

NTP 14th: Ken Smirk at 6.25m. 
16th: Ken Smirk at 2.56m.

Thursday, February 20: 4BBB 
Stableford Event.

Thursday’s event was a 4BBB 
Stableford round with a field of 
92 members/guests taking to the 
course, teeing off with an earlier 
shotgun start at 8:30am off the 
blue tees.

Overall winners: Ashleigh Hut-
ton (15) and David Vorwerg (22) 
with a score of the day of 47 
points, clear winners by three 
points. R/up: Bruce Clark (18) 
and Jeffrey Brewer (15) with 
a score of 43 points and Ken 
Smirk (14) and Will Norden (19)  
also with a score of 43 points.

No nearest the pin results were 
available.

Saturday, February 22 was a 
Stableford event with a field of 
90 members/guests competing  
in warm conditions.

Overall winner: Anna de Bondt 
(27) with a high score of the day 
of 41 points.

A Grade winner: Rebecca 
Wilson (10) with a score of 40 
points. R/up: Phil Douglass (9) 
with a score of 35 points.

B Grade winner: Philip Ed-
wards (17) with a score of 39 
points. R/up: John French (15) 
with a score of 36 points.

C Grade winner: Anna de 
Bondt (27) with a score of 41 
points. R/up: Leanne Costello 
(36) with a score of 38 points.

No nearest the pin results were 
available.

Ladies
A LARGE field competed in the 

inaugural Beginners Day 12-hole 
Ambrose – the perfect event for 
beginning golfers. 

Both captain Janet Monk and 
vice-captain Chris Lay were 
pleased with the roll up. 

Of the 70 players, one third of 
the field had handicaps more 
than 40. 

The victors were Jenny Fraser, 
Janine Ferrier, Julie Henderson 
and Michelle Roberts scoring 30.5. 

In second place, just a smidge 
behind were Patricia Mackay, Viv 
French, Joc Howson and Debo-
rah Williams with 31.25.

The next two groups to earn 
a ball down the line were Ma-
rie Sands, Glenys Day, Anna de 
Bondt and Teresa Bennett with 
a score of 33.5 and Pat Pease, 
Janet Monk, Andrea Wrigley and 
Jillian Butterfield with 34.

Karen Castledine Briggs was the 
most accurate on the 14th and 
Julie Henderson on the 16th.

WONTHAGGI
RESULTS: February 20, SR. 71. 
Competition: Stableford 18-hole.       
Winner: Glen Turner 37.
Runner up: Chris Wilkinson 36.
BDTL to 33 C/B: Craig Charles 

36, Kevin O’Brian 35, Ian John-
son 34 and Rod McBride 33 C/B.

Results: February 20, SR. 36. 
Competition: Stableford nine-

hole 10 to 18.	  
Winner: Bob Cornelis 18.
BDTL to 15: Secondo Tiziani 

18, John Davis 17 and Andrew 

Hooton-Shandley 15.
Results: February 22, S.R 71.
Competition: Par.
A Grade: Jason Sartori +4.
B Grade: Miles Foster +3.
C Grade: Don Paproth +3. 
BDTL to +1 C/B.
Ball sweep: Dale Burgess +3, 

Phil Studham +2, Michael Scott 
+2, Joshua Kilgour +2, Greg 
Sutherland +2, Ian Gilmour +1, 
John Geyer +1, Graeme Camp-
bell +1 and Alan Wright +1 C/B.

NTPs: Don Paproth	  sec-
ond, Ian Gilmour fourth, Bill 
Blanch pro pin eighth, Michael 
Scott 13th and Ross Lovett mon-
ey hole 17th.	

Ladies
WEDNESDAY was the second 

round of stroke of the Ladies 
2025 Club Championships.

The weather while chilly was 
great for a round of golf on the 
course which is in pristine con-
dition.

It’s amazing what a decent 
drop of rain can do.

There were 27 players in three 
grades.

A Grade’s winner Yvonne Ever-
itt (19)72 net.

B Grade’s winner Chris Hamil-
ton (30)74 net on C/b Layla Rob-
ertson 74. 

C Grade’s winner was Heather 
Wintle (36)72 net.

BDL went to Anne Tschiderer 73, 
Merryn Dear 73, Layla Robertson 
74, Marg Johnson 75, Dawn Jud-
kins 75 and Sharon Patullo 77.

NTP on second was Chris 
Hamilton, eighth Donna Van 
Veenendaal and 13th Geraldine 
Prentice.

WOORAYL
A E Smith Mixed Event

THERE was a fabulous gather-
ing at Woorayl of 36 players (18 
pairs) on Sunday, February 23, 
to play in the qualifying round 
for the A E Smith Mixed Four-
somes Board event. 

 It was the modified format of 
Canadian that was played with 
the top four scores going on to 
further rounds. 

The weather was warm but 
with an early tee off – the ‘heat’ 
of the day was avoided. 

The course was in great condi-
tion with the fairways and greens 
holding up well, after the hot 
days over the last few weeks.

 It was wonderful to have spon-
sor and club member Joan 
Smith along with family mem-
bers play in the event. 

Joan was thanked for her con-
tinued generous support and 
presented the trophies to the 
successful pairings.

 The winners of the day were 
the husband and wife pairing of 
Dee and Trent Walters (12.475) 
with a great score of 70.625. 
Coming in as runners up were 
the team of Josh Smith and 
Jean Hayes (13.125) on 70.875. 

Down the line balls went to 
Luke and Inge Giliam (16.125) 
with 72.875, Paul McRae and 

Tricia Berryman (24.375) on a 
score of 74.625, Heather and 
Ray Sullivan (14.250) with 
75.75 along with Michael and 
Anne Grist (12.0) on 77.

 The next round will see Dee and 
Trent Walters to play Paul McRae 
and Tricia Berryman with Josh 
Smith and Jean Hayes matched 
against Inge and Luke Giliam.

Nearest the pins were the 
eighth Inge Giliam and Michael 
Grist, and 17th Inge Giliam and 
Luke Giliam.

 Thanks to everyone that 
helped in making the event a 
memorable one.

WOORAYL 
Gena Roughead Bowl

IT was perfect weather for 
the Gena Roughead Bowl held 
on Friday, February 21, at the 
Woorayl Golf Club. 

The winning team was Meeni-
yan 2 Susan Straw 32, Heather 
Poletti 36 and Sue Hosking 32.

A Grade’s winner was Elly Ber-
ryman 38 Woorayl.

The B Grade winner was Jo 
Graeme 37 Meeniyan. 

C Grade was won by Kath Da-
vis 35 Woorayl. 

BDL went to Adriane Anglin 
36 Philip Island, Jean Hayes 36 
Woorayl, Heather Grist 34 Ko-
rumburra, Mary Taylor 34 Phil-
lip Island, Maree Whittingslow 
34 Korumburra, Faye LePage 
33 Meeniyan, Jane Trease 33 
Meeniyan, Patsy Britt 33 Won-
thaggi, Jan Beaumont 33 Won-
thaggi, Debra Orr 32, Phillip 
Island, Karen Sheerin 32 Won-
thaggi and Sherrill Winkler 32 
Woorayl.

NTP: Patsy Britt eighth Wont-
haggi, Pauline Britt 11th Woorayl 
and Louise Vuillermin 17th.

Ladies
THE second round of the Tony 

McLeod Memorial Aggregate 
Board Event was sponsored by 
M.T.A Travel (Renee McLennon).

A cool morning with spits of 
rain were the conditions that 14 
ladies played in. 

The course was in great condi-
tion due to the rain over the past 
few days.

The A Grade winner for the day 
was Heather Sullivan 37 points.

 B Grade’s winner, returning 
from holidays, was Inge Giliam, 
who also had 37 points. 

BDL went to Anne Poole 36 
points, Pauline Lancaster 36 points 
and Elly Berryman 35points. 

NTP on eighth was Heather 
Sullivan, 11th Jenny Riseley and 
17th Tracey Ryan. 

Gobblers went to Inge Giliam 
13th, Sharyn Rayson fifth and 
Tracey Ryan 13th.

Birdies on fifth was Elly Berry-
man and eighth Heather Sullivan.

Congratulations to Elly Berry-
man, who won the 2025 Tony 
McLeod Memorial Aggregate 
Board Event. 

First round 36 and second 
round 35 for a total 71 points.

B Grade’s 2025 champion 
Donald Van Rooye at Korum-
burra Golf Club.

Korumburra Singles Championships winners were Merrissa 
Cosson (A Grade Club Champion and net), Barb Twite (Seniors 
and net), Judy Webb (B Grade Champion and net), Viv Enbom (C 
Grade net), and Maree Wittingslow (C Grade Champion).

Wonthaggi Golf Club’s 2025 Men’s Club Championship winners 
were C Grade Hamish Burns, B Grade Ben Martin, A Minor Alan 
Cubbon, D Grade Steve Terrill and Open Ian Baker.
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HEALTH, fitness and a sense 
of community has helped to 
establish the thriving boxing 
club in Bass Coast.

Despite the decline of box-
ing and fight clubs along the 
coast, Wonthaggi Boxing and 
Brazilian Jiu Jitsu Club is go-
ing from strength to strength 
with a laidback, welcoming 
environment and consistently 
low membership fees.

Now under a new commit-
tee with a new president at the 
helm, the club is going into 
2025 with a vision of offer-
ing a space for people to hone 
their skills and increase their 
fitness in a casual setting.

“We are a volunteer club. 
It’s heavily subsided by (Bass 
Coast Shire) council and we 
really appreciate having the 
space and being able to keep 
costs down for our members. 
The money left over at the end 
of the year goes into a kitty 
and we try to save that up for 
when we need new bags, mats 
or renovations,” president Jak 
Wardley said.

“However, because it’s a volun-
teer club, we can’t offer sched-
uled coached classes. It gets to 
be too much for everyone.

“Our committee agreed to 
cease coached classes, so the 
way the club is going to run 
– at least in the first half of 
2025 – will be boxing on Mon-
days and Wednesdays, which 
is open for all members. Box-
ing is self-run to a degree, so 
come on in, do your skipping, 
put your gloves on and start 
moving around the bags.

“If there is a more experi-
enced member around who 
wants to help or if two peo-
ple want to spar and there’s 
somebody to supervise, that’s 
perfectly fine – that’s what we 
want to see. We just want to 
emphasise that the sessions 
are independent, but the sup-
port from our members is  

always there.”
The club is also open on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays for 
jiu jitsu.

These sessions will be more 
structured due to the nature of 
jiu jitsu.

On Tuesdays, the club will 
run a Gi class, while Thursday 
nights will be a No-Gi class –
more of an MMA style class.

“Whether people want to 
wrestle, grapple, box, kick-
box, the Thursday nights will 
be more of an open night,” Jak 
said.

All members who have paid 
their $120 membership fee for 
the year can come down on 
any of the four days and use 
the facilities.

For high schoolers, the cost 
is $60 a year.

The age range at the club 
generally spans from 16 to 60 
years old.

The club is happy to accom-
modate younger participants, 
but members are reminded 
that scheduled classes are not 
offered.

“All coaches – myself, Cade, 
Brad and Tom Burdekin – 
have Working with Children 
checks and level one boxing 
accreditation. Some of our 
guys are going for level two 
boxing accreditations, funded 
by the club,” Jak said.

“There’s always someone 
qualified at the gym, but at the 
same time they are there to 
train as well. All the coaches 
are actively training, which is 
great. 

“Every now and then, some-
one will come in who wants to 
volunteer their time to hold 
pads or wants to run a night, 
which is fantastic, but for the 
start of the year at least, there 
will be no formal classes. Just 
come on down and join in.”

The club has gear for people 
to borrow, but members are 
encouraged to bring along 

their own gear if they intend 
on training regularly.

James Heenan will continue 
running taekwondo on Friday 
nights.

“Jimmy uses our space but 
he has his own pay structure. 
His members aren’t our mem-
bers, but we give them the 
space because he and Steve 
had an agreement when no 
one was using the gym on Fri-
days,” Jak said.

“We’re keeping that going be-
cause Jimmy is a good bloke, 
and they treat our gym with 
respect.” 

Jak has been part of the club 
for five years and has taken 
over the presidency from Steve 
Dunn and Aaron Rigby.

The secretary is Cade Zun 
and the vice president is Billy 
Caddy, supported by a strong 
committee consisting of Brad 
Meldrum, Sam Allan and Lana 
Brusamarello.

Jak said the club is looking 
to foster an environment that 
delivers a family vibe and con-
tinues to encourage those with 
interest in pursuing boxing 
and jiu jitsu.

“I’ve always been around 
boxing and jiu jitsu gyms since 
I was 12. The guys who want 
to train and want to fight will 
no matter what. In jiu jitsu 
classes in Melbourne, you get 
kids who will sleep on the 
mats. They love it and they 
are there rain, hail or shine. 
Our plan moving forward is 
to be open to those who want 
to train. This isn’t a sport just 
for men or women – we want 
everyone to come in and feel 
welcome and motivated,” Jak 
said.

“There are a lot of guys who 
are getting to the level in jiu 
jitsu now where they will be 
approaching belt promotions. 
I was recently promoted to 
purple belt.”

The club is affiliated with 

Checkmat Australia and Tr-
aralgon’s Ty Humphrey, who 
will likely be the one to grade 
the local club members.

“For a lot of the guys, if they 
want to be graded by the end 
of the year or halfway through 
the year, we would want to see 
them starting to compete. I’ve 
done a bit competing in na-
tional and weekend champi-
onships, and that’s how I was 
graded through my white, blue 
and now purple belt,” Jak 
said.

“We really want to promote 
our white belts to compete at 
these tournaments and we will 
coach them.

“We’re still learning, but we 
want to teach these guys as 
much as possible. Watching 
has been really good for my 
own personal growth. Every-
one says you learn more when 
you teach, and I’ve found that.” 

Membership growth has 
been strong, and attendance 
has been consistent at the 
gym, so the club is also fo-
cused on making some minor 
renovations this year.

“I believe council has ap-
proved us to remove the (cen-
tre) wall. It’ll give us 50 or 60 
square metres of extra jiu jitsu 
space, which the boxers will be 
able to use as well,” Jak said.

“We aim to develop all mem-
bers as we continue to grow, 
and we will continue to work 
towards a positive environ-
ment that supports health and 
wellbeing, while encouraging 
competition training as much 
as possible,”

To get involved with the club, 
simply come along to one of 
the training nights – walk ins 
are always welcome.

For more information, there 
is a Wonthaggi Boxing and 
Brazilian Jiu Jitsu Club Face-
book and Instagram page so 
people can see what the club 
is all about. 

Community vibes the key
for boxing club success

Wonthaggi Boxing and Brazilian Jiu Jitsu Club’s new president Jak Wardley is encouraging people to come along and train 
at the gym, which offers the opportunity to work on skills and fitness in a casual setting. Tk01_0725

GIPPSLAND Ports have upgraded 
their warning for attempted crossing of 
the sand bar at Anderson’s Inlet in In-
verloch as extremely dangerous.

Gippsland Ports Harbour Master 
Capt. Bevis Hayward warns recent sur-
veys have revealed very shallow water 
and no defined channel between the 
outer reaches of the Anderson Inlet bar 
and Inverloch boat ramp and jetty.

“Shoals less than a metre deep have 
also emerged upstream from the Inver-
loch boat ramp within Anderson’s In-
let,” said Capt. Hayward.

Gippsland Ports has reminded mari-
ners that the ocean entrance to Ander-
son Inlet is dynamic and can change in 
position and depth over a very short 
period.

“Bar Crossings at Inverloch are re-
garded as extremely dangerous and can 
cause serious personal injury or death 
when unfavourable environmental or 
safety conditions exist.” 

Unfavourable conditions include in-
experienced vessel operators, experi-
enced persons operating unfamiliar 
vessels, large swells caused by weather 
events that close off the bar entrance 
with breaking surf, the run of the ebb 
tide which lifts and shortens sea condi-
tions on the bar increasing the risk of 
swamping or capsize, poor visibility in-
cluding the position of the sun, chang-
es in sea and swell conditions and the 
presence of other vessel operators.

“Sea conditions change from long dis-
tance weather events centered in the 
Southern Ocean or Bass Strait,” said 
Capt. Hayward.

“Passage through the Anderson’s In-
let entrance and bar should only be at-
tempted by experienced persons with 
sound local knowledge and only at 
times of fair weather and smooth seas 
at higher water with no influence from 
the ebb tide.

“There are no aids to navigation to 
guide vessel operators through the An-
derson Inlet entrance or across the bar 
and the best available water may be dif-
ferent from one day to the next.”

“If in doubt, don’t go out,” said Capt. 
Hayward.

Bar crossing advice and safety equip-
ment requirements can be found in the 
Victorian Recreational Boating Safety 
Handbook at safetransport.vic.gov.au/
on-the-water/boating-safety-handbook/

The latest bathymetric survey can be 
downloaded from the Gippsland Ports 
website at 

gippslandports.vic.gov.au/publica-
tions/bathymetricsurveys/#

  |  SPORTSAILING

Sand bar crossings should not 
be attempted at the entrance to 
Anderson’s Inlet.

Sand bar crossing 
at Anderson’s Inlet 

extremely dangerous
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THE LONG awaited return of 
World Superbikes to the Phil-
lip Island circuit for the season 
opening round one was warm-
ly embraced by enthusiastic 
crowds on the weekend. With a 
rain interrupted testing sched-
ule in both Spain and Portugal 
in the off season most of the 
Superbike teams were severely 
underdone in their preparations 
for this event. 

Testing on Monday saw six rid-
ers in the gravel with six time 
World Superbike champion Jon-
athan Rea sustaining multiple 
fractures in his left ankle, cur-
rent reigning champion Toprak 
Razgatlioglu having an horrific 
high side at Siberia and a num-
ber of other riders having issues 
with bike set ups. 

Tuesday’s, two hour testing 
session was reduced to 15 min-
utes of dry track time due to 
persistent showers which must 
have frustrated all concerned.

Italian rider, Nicolo Bule-
ga (Ducati) had topped the 
timesheets with a 0.114 sec-
ond gap to Toprak Razgatiloglu 
(BMW) and Andrea Locatelli (Ya-
maha) 0.510 seconds further 
back. Australian rider, Remy 
Gardner (Yamaha) was 1.331 
seconds back in eleventh spot 
with a lot of work to do. 

Sizzling Saturday
Riders and spectators faced 

trying conditions as the mercury 
shot up to well over 30C with 
track temperature closer to 50C. 

Superpole Saturday, a 15 min-
ute shoot out to sort out grid 
positions for race one saw how 
pronounced Ducati’s dominance 
was over the rest of the manufac-
turers. Bulega again topped the 
timesheets with reigning cham-
pion Toprak Razgatlioglu push-
ing his BMW into second place 
with Andrea Ianone rounding 
out the front row on his brightly 
coloured Ducati.

World Superbike Race One 
(20 laps) Ballistic Bulega!

The time sheets gave an indica-
tion of Bulega’s dominance over 
the field but nothing could have 
prepared the spectators for the 
performance the Italian rider 
displayed. When the lights went 
out the rest of the field were left 
to fight over the scraps as Nicolo 
Bulega launched the Ducati into 
an unassailable lead. By mid 
race Bulega had a command-
ing lead over Razgatlioglu, Red-
ding, Bautista, Ianone and Pe-
trucci. Mandatory pitstops for 
tyre changes did nothing to halt 
Bulega’s rhythm as he opened 

up a six second lead with the en-
suing pack jostling for the minor 
placings.

BMW’s second rider, Mark 
Vander Mark had a spectacular 
high speed lose at the end of the 
main straight mid race which 
catapulted his bike end over end 
through the air with it coming to 
rest against the tyre wall. Fortu-
nately, the rider was able to walk 
away with the assistance of track 
medics. His bike was totalled!

At the chequered flag Bulega’s 
lead was a comfortable 4.88 sec-
onds from Turkish rider Toprak 
Razgatlioglu and Alvaro Bautis-
ta. Ducati had filled five of the 
first six places. Australian Remy 
Gardner, who had a poor prepa-
ration lost control of his bike on 
lap one in turn 4, a disappoint-
ing result for all concerned.

World Supersports Race 
One (20 laps) Manzi Magic!

Unlike the Superbike race the 
World Supersports shake down 
was an enthralling encounter 
with many lead changes that 
resulted  in the first four riders 
crossing the line 1.447 seconds 
apart. Pata Racing’s Stefano 
Manzi on the Yamaha R9 was 
made to battle hard for the vic-
tory by Jaume Masia who he 
passed at turn 10 on the final 
lap. Due to pitstop infringements 
incurred during the mandatory 
tyre change Masia was dropped 
to sixth place with Tom Booth-
Amos (Triumph) taking second 
and Marcel Schrotter (Ducati) 
taking third. Australians, Oli 
Bayliss secured a very creditable 
seventh placing and Luke Power 
twelfth on his home track.

Super Sunday
The weekend crowd of 49,512 

took some well earned relief 
from the previous days scorcher 
as the south west wind kicked in 
early to give all concerned some 
well deserved respite from the 
heat. 

World Superbike Superpole 
(10 laps) Bulega Blitzes 
Field

Nicolo Bulega followed up 
with another masterclass in the 
sprint version of Superpole, a 
ten lap dash or sprint to sort 
out the contenders from the pre-
tenders. While Bulega skipped 
away at the front mayhem and 
carnage eventuated as first To-
prak Razgatlioglu and Alvaro 
Bautista ran off the track to dash 
their hopes. Then Bautista made 
a proper job of things falling at 

turn 6 to finish in the kitty litter. 
Ducati again filled five of the first 
six places with Andrea Iannone 
and Danilo Petrucci completing 
an Italian trifecta. 

World Supersports 
Race Two (20 laps) Tom 
Triumphs!

Englishman Tom Booth-Amos 
freshly promoted from World 
Supersport 300 riding a Tri-
umph 765 got the better of race 
one winner Stefano Manzi to 
record his first win in the class 
by 0.671 seconds. Bo Bend-
seyder riding a Yamaha was a 
close third 1.125 seconds be-
hind Booth Amos. Australian Oli 
Bayliss would have been happy 
with his second seventh placing 
overall completing a good week-
end for the Triumph rider. Bayl-
iss came away with 18 points for 
his efforts and fourth place over-
all in the championship. 

World Superbikes Race 
Two (20 laps) Bulega  
Three in a Row.

A carbon copy of the first two 
races where Nicolo Bulega ca-
reered away from the field and 
controlled the race winning by 
a margin of 2.6 seconds from 
team mate Alvaro Bautista 
and Andrea Iannone. English-
man, Scott Redding enjoyed his 
change of manufacturers swap-
ping from BMW last year to 
Ducati where he came fourth in 
this race. In fact, Ducatis’ filled 
the first six places in this event. 
Hapless Australian rider Remy 
Gardner threw his Yamaha 
down the road towards the end 
of the race to complete a disas-
trous start to the season.

Australian Superbikes 
Waters Destroys Opposition

Troy Waters completed the 
perfect weekend on Ducati Pani-
gale V4 winning three races from 
three starts by convincing mar-
gins from Ant West and Mike 
Jones. Waters used the long legs 
of the Ducati to open up sub-
stantial leads in each event and 
then cruised home to take the 
chocolates!

A big shout out to the mar-
shalls who donate their time and 
knowledge to ensure this world 
class event is conducted safely 
and professionally. To the Linfox 
organisation congratulations on 
the fantastic presentation of the 
best racing circuit in the world. 
As new World Superbike Ryan 
Vickers stated, it’s absolutely 
awesome, there’s not another 
track like it in the world!

SPORT  | MOTOR SPORT

World Superbike Season Opener

Ducati rider Nicolo Bulega blasts off the start line in a 
dominant display of riding.

Ducati riders, Alavaro Bautista, Nicolo Bulega and Andrea 
Iannone shared the podium for their efforts in race.

The Prosecco shower had the raucous crowd enthralled 
as the winning riders and manufacturers toasted Ducati’s 
dominance at the World Superbikes on Phillip Island.

World Superbike race winner Nicolo Bulega flies the 
Italian flag in celebrating one of his three wins over the 
weekend. Photos: Peter Cleeland

Englishman Tom Booth-Amos leads Stefano Manzi in the World Supersports race two.  
Photo: Peter Cleeland

By Peter Cleeland
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THE ACTION, ahead of the 
three rounds of the 2025 Su-
perbike World Championship 
at Phillip Island last weekend, 
started early in the week with 
practice on Monday and Tues-
day, then a day of promotional 
activities as part of the media 
launch on Wednesday.

The riders all headed to the 
San Remo Jetty for a super-
charged ride on the Thunder Cat 
with the assembled media trying 
to keep up on the Wildlife Coast 
Cruises pleasure boat.

After a thrill-seeking, site-see-
ing adventure, the riders and 
their guests tasted some fresh lo-
cal seafood against the backdrop 
of the San Remo Bridge and jetty 

at the San Remo Fishermen’s 
Co-op where locally caught cray-
fish and other seafood graced 
the menu.

According to Kim Storey of 
Destination Phillip Island it was 
all part of the publicity for the 
big race weekend, taking the 
event and Phillip Island around 
the world, with plenty of positive 
spinoffs for the local area.

“We’ve seen a strong recovery 
in international visits during the 
summer in what was otherwise 
an unspectacular season for do-
mestic overnight stays,” said Ms 
Storey.

“We had great day visitor num-
bers through January, but the 
domestic visitors came here for 

shorter stays this year and reports 
from our accommodation mem-
bers are pretty consistent there.

“But it’s been the same across 
Victoria.

“We are grateful that the Super-
bikes riders and crews want to 
engage with us, and during the 
race weekend there’s also plenty 
of publicity for Phillip Island and 
what’s on offer here.”

After the preliminaries at San 
Remo, it was back to the track 
on Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday for a great weekend 
of racing with plenty of thrills 
and spills to delight the crowd, 
but with the super safe GP circuit 
coming to the fore in protecting 
riders from serious injury.

Superbike riders provide 
a splash of publicity

WorldSBK riders Andrea Iannone, Garrett Gerloff, Dominique Aegerter and Bahattin Sofuoglu 
made the most of their day off on Wednesday in Phillip Island to enjoy a Thunder Cat boat ride and 
discover the iconic Phillip Island Sea Caves. They were joined by local WorldSSP heroes Oli Bayliss 
and Luke Power, before enjoying lunch at the San Remo Fisherman’s Co-Op.

Aussie World SSP rider Luke Power gets his 
hands on some of the San remo Fishermen’s Co-
op’s best seafood during a media launch for the 
superbikes last week.

With two podium finishes at Phillip Island, 
Italian Andrea Iannone came away with a 
strong result for his Pata Go Eleven Ducati 
racing team. Here he fronts the media launch 
at San Remo on Wednesday.

It was a triple treat this weekend for Victorian Josh 
Waters and McMartin Racing in the Australian Superbikes! 
Josh secured victory in all three races. Pictured with Josh 
Waters is Craig McMartin. C01_0825

It was Prosecco all round with podiums taking place in the 
paddock this year as opposed to the straight. Nicolo Bulega 
enjoys the moment. C07_0825

Danilo Petrucci was stoked with his third in Sunday’s 
Tissot Superpole. C04_0825

It was a picture-perfect weekend for Nicolo Bulega who 
secured the hat trick of wins. C06_0825
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ARE you ready to give footy a go? The 
Southern Gippsland Junior Football Com-
petition is hosting a free Girls Football Come 
& Try session, as part of the Play Well South 
Gippsland campaign.

 Whether you’ve kicked a ball before or this 
is your first time, this session is all about hav-
ing fun, building skills, and getting involved 
in footy.  Participants from all over South 
Gippsland are welcome and information about 
your local club will be available on the day. 

Southern Gippsland Junior Football Com-
petition Operation Manager Bobbie Lee Blay 
is excited by the day.  

“This is a fantastic opportunity to get in-
volved in something bigger, build your confi-
dence, and enjoy the thrill of footy in a sup-
portive environment. Whether you dream of 
joining a team or just want to have a go, this 
session is for you.”

Why You Should Join: 
• �Expert Coaching from AFL Victoria’s Par-

ticipation Team
• �Meet Like-minded Girls who share your 

passion for footy
• �Exciting Prizes up for grabs, including a 

brand-new size 4 leather football
On Sunday, March 2, 2025 at 10am – 

12pm at the Leongatha Velodrome.
For more information go to www.gipps-

port.com.au/playwell or to get involved con-
tact Gene Parini at GippSport on 0428 358 
335 or gene@gippsport.com.au.

STEVE Bromby took out his 12th straight 
Korumburra Golf Club Championship at 
the weekend and did so with a flourish on 
Sunday, with a fabulous, record-breaking 
round of 65, unblemished by a single bogey.

In that sort of company, it wasn’t a demerit 
for up-and-coming youngster Billie Wrigley to 
finish second across the four rounds.

As well as the new course record on Sun-
day, the championship series finished with a 
playoff in C Grade.

Well done to all players over the past four 
rounds and congrats to all grade champion 
winners.

Results: A Champion - Steve Bromby 276, 
R/Up Billie Wrigley 30, Net Aggregate - Steve 
(+1) 280, R/Up - Billie Wrigley (2) 293.

Senior Champion - Barry Kerr Rnds 
83/88/83/89. Junior Champion - Billie Wrig-
ley Rnds 79/78/73/71.

In Sunday’s daily comp we had 33 play-
ers play. We thank our sponsors ‘Team Ko-
rumburra’ for the great KGC, club covers! A 
Grade - Steve Bromby (+1) 66net. B Grade - 
Blake Walker (28) 70net. BDTL: Billie Wrig-
ley 69net, Bob Newton & Shane Harland 
71net, players 73 - 75net.

NTP’s: 1st Barry Kerr, 7th Greg Wilson, 
10th Wayne Kennedy, 13th Blake Spokes.

For more result see page 48.

WITH the play words be-
ing the theme of this week’s 
parkrun event (22nd= two 
two=tutus) across the country 
many people put that tulle to 
good use. In case you forgot or 
missed this opportunity, there 
will be two more TuTu parkrun 
days this year in March and 
November so add them to the 
calendar now! 

The Mirboo North market 
day brought along many visi-
tors from our nearby Churchill 
event with 44 participants run-
ning, walking and floating this 
weekend. Together we celebrat-
ed Greg’s 100th parkrun and 
applauded Des Farley on his 
unofficial 400th parkrun event. 
Three people also recorded 
their first parkrun, joining in 
with friends and family. 

Annie has spoiled us with 
fantastic photos from the event 
and the rail trail. You can check 
them out on the Grand Ridge 
Rail Trail Facebook page as 
there are just too many to pub-
lish with this week’s run report!

SPORTS

Korumburra golfer Steve Bromby has an 
incredible streak of 12 straight A Grade 
Championships at the club, claiming 
his latest title on Sunday with a record-
breaking round of 65.

12th straight title and 
a record for Bromby

Kickstart your footy 
journey with a free girls 
come and try session

Tutu fun and community spirit at Grand Ridge Rail Trail parkrun

Linda levitating down the trail in her 
tutu for 22/2.

Adrian flying down the trail in his red 
tutu

Runners relish Deb Rielly event
THE DEB Rielly Run for the 

Kids was a great success on 
Sunday with about 230 par-
ticipants, mostly from the lo-
cal district, the introduction 
of timing and a half marathon 
helping boost numbers from 
160 last year.

After a scorcher in 2024, 
milder weather played its part.

Deb Rielly was a highly re-
garded community member 
who started the event, then 
known as Keeping Kids on 
Track.

It was renamed in her hon-
our after she passed away in 
2019, Dalyston Football Net-
ball Club, which had always 
been involved in the run, then 
taking charge of it before a CO-
VID-induced hiatus.

“We were happy with the way 
it went,” Magpies committee 
member Frank Angarane said 
of Sunday’s action.

“It was great to see competi-
tive runners in amongst fami-
lies and kids, all out there to 
enjoy the day,” he observed.

Funds raised will contribute 
to Dalyston Football Netball 
Club’s junior program as well 
as causes close to Deb’s heart 
that will be determined by her 
family, with which the club re-
mains highly engaged.

“That might be a scholar-
ship or helping a kid or family,” 
Frank said by way of example.

As far as the Magpies are 
concerned, the funding will be 
a tremendous help in facing the 

expenses entailed in providing 
more junior opportunities.

“We’re highly focused on de-
veloping our junior program,” 
Frank said, stressing the club 
won’t exist without juniors.

The increased opportunities 
have included more grades, 
such as the introduction of an 
under 14 mixed footy team last 
season.

Bill Barry won the Men’s Half 
Marathon, edging out Davin 
Field by just 13 seconds, Anna 
Cardillo triumphing over that 
distance in the women’s com-
petition just 16 seconds ahead 
of Nagiska Mayes.

Matt Walkerden was the 
winning male over 10km, his 
time of 00:38:06 just ahead 
of Mitchell Dorling’s 00:39:50, 
Michelle Harris the best of the 
women over that distance in a 
time of 00:48:38, well ahead 
of the female runner-up Claire 
Jobling.

Jesse Lumby was the quick-
est male over the 5km distance 
despite competing in the cat-
egory for those aged 15 to 17, 
beating home a couple of con-
siderably older runners, Claire 
Hunt the fastest female over 
that distance.

Caroline Beischer got the bet-
ter of the men over 2km to win 
in a time of 00:08:45, Benjamin 
Rielly next best in 00:09:10.

All up, it was a great day, the 
event sure to continue to grow 
in support while maintaining 
its strong family focus.

Bill Barry takes out the Half Marathon in a time of 
01:26:42. A17_0825

Wonthaggi Road Runners Simon Harris, Shirley Dell, 
Skylah Taylor and Felicity Castellan are ready for action. 
A15_0825

Jack Legione, and Hamish and Deb Bell are ready for the 
5km run. A13_0825
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JUNIOR FOOTY
INFO/REGISTRATION

PIE NIGHT

Come and join us for MDU’s

20th of March 2025

From 5pm

Meeniyan Rec Reserve

Come and meet everyone, get all the details of the upcoming
season and sign up to be a part of our Club. Dinner will be on us
too, with pies for the kids. This is for all Under 10, 12 & 14's who
are thinking of playing this year. All new players are welcome.

Join our Facebook Group to stay up to date with us this season!

Bring your energy, your passion, and your love for football— Let’s make this the
best season yet! Remember, if you have any questions or queries to give Junior

Football Coordinator Dave Trotman a call on 0418 589 805.

Come and meet everyone, get all the details of the upcoming 
season and sign up to be a part of our Club. Dinner will be on us too, 

with pies for the kids. This is for all Under 10, 12 & 14’s who 
are thinking of playing this year. All new players are welcome.
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Bring your energy, your passion, and your love for football— Let’s make this the
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From 5pm

Meeniyan Rec Reserve
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SPORTS
Phillip Island Classic ‘Festival of Motorsport’ 

is once again an international event
WITH entries from every state 

in Australia, New Zealand, Unit-
ed Kingdom and the USA, the 
Phillip Island Classic once again 
takes its place in the world of 
historic racing as an outstand-
ing event attracting crowds of 
almost 30,000 over the three 
day event March 7- 9, 2025.

Attracting the large crowd at 
this family friendly event will be 
some cars not previously seen 
before in Australia and they will 
certainly not disappoint the ex-
pected bumper crowd.

The recently arrived spectacu-
lar 917-30 Porsche, one of the 
fastest cars of the 1970’s, will 
compete over the weekend in 
March. The Porsche 917 cars 
dominated the Can-Am series 
in 1973 and this 5374cc flat 
12 cylinder, air cooled turbo-
charged 917-30 Chassis 005 
will be one to watch.

Also racing will be the 1958 
Mk1 Prototype Lola which raced 
at Goodwood in the TT, taking 
pole position in 1958. The won-
derfully styled and nimble Lola 
owned by Mrs Susan Ahlers 
since 2013, is presented in its 
original polished aluminium 
body that has never been paint-
ed. This first ever Mk1 Lola was 
built by the famous British en-
trepreneur, engineer, founder 
and chief engineer of Lola cars, 
Eric Broadley. Eric is regarded 
as arguably the most influential 
automotive designer of the post-
war period. The Lola will be 
driven at Phillip Island by Billy 

Bellinger, founder of UK based 
JB Sports Engineering, a driv-
er of many years’ experience 
working on Morgans and his-
toric sports and racing cars. A 
production Lola Mk1 was raced 
by Sam Dymond, Penrite at the 
2024 Phillip Island Classic

Probably the most famous 
Morgan in the world, the 1962 
Morgan Plus 4 – TOK 258 of 
Keith Ahlers, powered with a 
two litre Triumph TR4 engine 
raced and won its category in 
the 1962 Le Mans 24 hour race. 
It was the only Morgan entered 
in a field of 55 cars of which 
only 18 finished. This world fa-
mous Le Mans car will be driv-
en for the first time at Phillip Is-
land by Keith Ahlers, owner and 
widely experienced British race 

car driver who has also won the 
FIA Historic Sports Car Cham-
pionship in 2016, 2017 and 
2018 driving a Cooper Monaco 
King Cobra.

Keith owns and races a num-
ber of prestige historic race cars 
and believes in racing them and 
presenting widely them to the 
public wherever possible.

Engineer Billy Bellinger looks 
after, prepares and often races 
various classics including Keith 
Ahlers’ Cooper King Cobra, 
Morgan Plus 4 TOK 258, Mor-
gan SLR and Moss Box Plus 8.

From the USA the Phillip Is-
land Classic ‘Festival of Mo-
torsport’ will feature the #00 
Corvette Special AKA Old Yella 
V Sports and the 1971 Dat-
sun 510 of Ernie and Elaine 

Nagamatsu. The Datsun 510 
revolutionised sedan racing in 
America in the early 1970’s and 
the #00 Corvette was been pro-
duced as a tribute to the origi-
nal 00 Corvette raced by leg-
endary Dave MacDonald. Both 
will race at Phillip Island Grand 
Prix Circuit for the first time in 
Australia.

The event will also feature 
some of the finest 5 litre super 
cars with the likelihood of one 
the strongest fields in this cat-
egory ever seen at Phillip Island 
in highly competitive racing. 

Tickets for this major event 
will be available at the gate over 
the weekend and also online 
via the VHRR website www.
vhrr.com.au   - Phillip Island 
Event.

1961 #00 MacDonald Corvette special will 
be at the Phillip Island Classic ‘Festival of 
Motorsport.’

Datsun 510 1971 Ernie Nagamatsu will 
be at the Phillip Island Classic ‘Festival of 
Motorsport’

STONY Creek Racing Club (SCRC) will 
crown a King and Queen of the Creek on 
Ladbrokes Stony Creek Cup Day, recog-
nising the leading male and female riders 
throughout the club’s season.  

Traditionally, race clubs have Leading 
Rider and Leading Apprentice categories 
for their season, based on the jockeys 
who accumulate the most points, with 
three points for a win, two for second and 
one for third. 

“These new titles are a modern inter-
pretation of the traditional categories, 
and something we hope will create a 
legacy for generations of riders to come,” 
SCRC CEO Jason Benbow said.

“Racing is one of the few sports in the 
world where men and women compete 
on an equal playing field, with the oppor-
tunity to earn the same prize, based on 
performance,” Jason said, that perhaps 
suggesting both genders should battle it 
out for a single crown.

Ladbrokes Stony Creek Cup Day, the 
club’s signature event, will be on Sun-
day March 9, with the popular Fashions 
on the Field competition one of the high-
lights.

The fashion contest is likely to be as 
keenly contested as the ontrack action, 
having a strong community focus this 
year with categories open to residents 
of South Gippsland only for ‘Local Lady 
of the Day’, Local Gentleman of the Day, 
Best Dressed Local Family and Best 
Dressed Local Group.

“After a challenging season, we’re calling 
on our local community to rally around 
Stony Creek as they always do, and bring 
us home a winner,” CEO Benbow de-
clared as the club gets set to bounce back 
after having to cancel its last couple of 
meetings.

For more information and bookings vis-
it country.racing.com/stony-creek 

Stony Creek to  
crown top jockeys
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ON FEBRUARY 22, the Koon-
warra Leongatha RSL Cricket 
Club proudly celebrated 30 
years since the successful 
amalgamation of two great 
clubs. Held at the Dakers Cen-
tre, with doors opening at 7 
PM, the night was a fantastic 
gathering of past and present 
players, supporters, and com-
munity members.

Many greats of the club came 
down to enjoy the night, revel in 
the company of their fellow team-
mates, and impart knowledge 
onto the younger generation, 
which made up a significant part 
of the attendance. The evening was 
expertly hosted by Sam Hughes, 
who provided plenty of laugh-
ter and entertainment through-
out the night. A highlight of his 
MC duties was presenting the  

statistical leaders since the merg-
er, delivering the numbers with 
his signature humor and ensur-
ing plenty of laughs along the way.

A lineup of special guest 
speakers shared memorable 
stories and reflections on the 
club’s journey. Glenn Matthies, 
a key event organiser and club 
great, entertained the crowd 
with his humor, while  Nick 
Arnup, the present-day presi-
dent, provided insight into the 
ins and outs of today’s club, 
highlighting how far we have 
come and key improvements 
that have been implemented, 
as well as those on the hori-
zon.  Geoff Holland, the club’s 
first-ever president, reflected 
on the early days of the merger 

and spoke about how far he 
has watched the club grow over 
the years. 

John Schelling, president of 
the league, spoke not only about 
the club’s impact on the league 
but also about its ability to bring 
the community together. He also 
highlighted how the club’s devel-
opment pathways are nothing 
short of supreme, noting the suc-
cess of players like Sam Hughes, 
Lachie Sperling, Harry Hoeks-
tra, and Chelsea Moscript, who 
have all gone on to play at a very 
high level. He emphasised that 
their achievements are not just 
a testament to their talent and 
hard work but also to the strong 
pathways the club has helped 
put in place.

Shane Moore, widely regard-
ed as one of the best cricketers  

the club has ever seen, re-
flected on his days with Leon-
gatha RSL and post-merger. 
He touched on how both teams 
had to put their pride aside and 
search for equality in the amal-
gamation to build the strong 
foundation and future the club 
enjoys today.

A display of memorabilia 
highlighted the club’s rich his-
tory, reminding everyone of the 
dedication, achievements, and 
community spirit that have 
shaped its success.

Thank you to everyone who 
attended and contributed to 
making this milestone event so 
special. Here’s to many more 
years of cricketing excellence 
and camaraderie at Koon-
warra Leongatha RSL Cricket 
Club!

THE GOANNA’S ‘Seniors’, the 
Over-70 team, welcomed the West 
Gippsland Wombats to the Sale 
Oval today for their scheduled 
round 9 game. It was cool and 
breezy, but at least the sun was 
shining as Gordon Cowling won 
the toss and decided the Goannas 
would bat first.

Warren Dummett and Garry 
Rose took the score to 15 before 
Rose was bowled, in the 7th over.

Steve Lincoln joined Dummett, 
who then retired on 16 after 30 
balls. Lincoln, retired on 22, and 
Murray Moore, retired on 24, took 
the score to 67 in the 19th over.

Then the rot set in, with the 
Goannas losing 8 wickets while 
adding just 16 runs. Dummett re-
turned, and was out for 22, Ian 
Gibson and Lincoln proceeded to 
take the score beyond 100, before 
Steve was bowled for 32, leaving 
Gibbo unbeaten on 8. The Goan-
nas final score of 105, from 32 
overs was one of the worst scores 
recorded by the team in its four 
year history. Michael Newton, 3 
for 8 and Rod Pallot, 2/15 were the 
best of the Wombats bowlers.

After a fine lunch, of salad rolls, 
the Wombats headed to the crease. 
Spider Phillips holed out to Andrew 
Smith at mid-off, there were only 6 
runs scored from the first 8 overs, 
bowled by Cowling and Neil Mer-
edith, and Cowling bowled Gavin 
Sharp in the 9th over as the Wom-
bats reeled to 2/9. Moore replaced 
Cowling and immediately induced 
a false shot by Keith Houghton, 
well caught by Garry Rose at mid-
wicket.   The Wombats were in big 
trouble at 3/18 after 11 overs.

Unfortunately, that was the end 
of the penny section for the Go-
annas as Pallot, Neil White, Fred 
Debono, Peter Loos and John Mar-
tindale all retired, allowing New-
ton and Russell Ferguson to see 
the Wombats home in the 32nd 
over. The Goannas are taking a 
team to a beautiful little ground 
at Byaduk, just south of Hamilton 
in Western Victoria, next weekend 
to play a combined Hamilton/SW 
Coast/Mt Gambier team as the 
Over-60’s have a bye. Both teams 
have one more game remaining in 
the regular season after that.

THE mighty South Gippy Kookas 
were looking to bounce back from 
a rather quiet patch against the En-
deavour Hills heroes last Sunday. 
Peter ‘perfect’ Little won the toss 
and the Kookas were ready to rum-
ble. Ol’ Grayza Wighty proceeded 
to play a disgraceful shot - worse 
than the non-question time at the 
South Gippy Shire meetings. ‘Tef-
lon’ Tony Latham 9, and Waza ‘bus 
driver’ Hayes, 14 navigated the 
Kookas back on the road. 

Dave ‘tough’ Tessari 12 was joined 
by ‘blitzkrieg’ Joey Burke, who well 
blitzkrieged 40 off 37 Balls! The 
Kookas were cookin’. Ian ‘the styl-
ist’ Thorne, 17 and Peter ‘perfect’ 
Little 31not out, put fuel on the 
fire. With ‘timeless’ Jimmy Arm-
strong and Mr ‘reliable’ Brendon 
Thomas 7 taking the Kookas to a 
commanding 184. Then, once again 
the weather turned worse than Don 
Trumps  Ukraine pronouncement 
and play was unfortunately aban-
doned, with the rampaging Kookas 
assured of an inspiring win (like 
the Tigz 3 flags in 4 years!) Next it’s 
Echuca time, where fun, friendship 
and the added champion partners 
will see the Kookas lovin’ cricket 
even more!

The Over 60’s Kookas 
are denied an assured 

win by the weather

Koonwarra Leongatha RSL Cricket Club proudly celebrated 30 years since the successful amalgamation of two great clubs 
over the weekend. 

By Will Cashin

Koonwarra L/RSL 30-year 
amalgamation anniversary

Goanna’s Over 70s

VENUS Bay Angling Club of-
fers a friendly environment and 
is always keen to welcome new 
members whether they fish or 
just want to enjoy the social 
side of the club.

Saturday night barbecues 
during monthly fishing com-
petitions are popular, as well 
as other club events, such as 
an upcoming lunch at the lo-
cal pub, and sometimes movie 
nights, with plans being made 
for a trivia evening.

The majority who come 
along on a Saturday night are 
social members and through 
that a lot of them have become 
friends, club member Roslyn 
Shelley said.

While social members often 
develop an interest in fishing, 
there’s no pressure to do so.

We’re open to anybody and 
we’d love to have some families 
back in the club, Roslyn said, 
explaining that was the case 
prior to the pandemic.

The desire to encourage fam-
ily participation led the club 
to run children’s fishing days, 
most recently in January when 
about 30 kids had a ball fishing  

and enjoyed a barbecue for 
them and their parents, a cou-
ple of the families joining the 
club.

For those keen to give fishing 
a go but unsure how to begin, 
there’s always friendly advice 
available at Venus Bay Angling 
Club.

If people want to learn how to 
fish, they’re welcome to come 
down on a Friday between 4 
and 6pm and talk to our mem-
bers, Roslyn said.

Even those who know how to 
fish but are new to the area can 
benefit from the helpful advice, 
with those who own a boat wise 
to learn about the challenging 
local tides.

It’s tricky getting out around 
the inlet and you’ve got to stick 
to the buoys because there are 
a lot of shallow spots, Roslyn 
said.

A tide monitor developed and 
fitted by a local is proving in-
valuable for angling club mem-
bers and others with boats.

The monitor connects to a 
phone app, enabling people to 
see when the tides are suitable 
to get in or out.

It’s been a real boost to ev-
eryone with boats, Roslyn 
said, saying it is a simple mat-
ter of scanning a QR code and 
installing the app.

Those who don’t pay at-
tention to the tidal situation 
might easily find themselves 
stuck out at sea for a poten-
tially uncomfortable night, 
angling club members often 
warning those who are setting 
off too late.

The next fishing competition 
takes place over the Labour 
Day weekend, beginning Fri-
day March 7 and running until 
Monday March 10.

The winner will be an-
nounced at Monday’s final 
weigh in, taking place between 
2.30 and 3pm.

Visitors are welcome to enter, 
with the $5 fee including Satur-
day night’s barbecue that starts 
at 6pm at Gerald’s Shed.

Juniors can enter the com-
petition for free.

Venus Bay Angling Club 
Membership costs $50 for 
families and $40 for singles, 
covering you for all monthly 
competitions and barbecues.

Roslyn Shelley shows off 
her prizewinning 50cm 
flathead after Venus Bay 
Angling Club’s most recent 
fishing competition. 

All welcome at Venus Bay Angling Club

SPORT  | CRICKET
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NYORA Cricket Club 
hosted its Pink Stumps La-
dies Day on Saturday.

Despite the heat, more 
than 100 people turned out 
to support the important 
cause and enjoy a fun after-
noon at the club.

Now in its fourth year, the 
club was looking to raise 
$10,000 at this event.

This is off the back of 
a highly successful 2024 
event, where more than 
$12,000 was raised for the 
McGrath Foundation.

During the afternoon, 

there were lots of fun ac-
tivities for those who at-
tended, including quizzes, 
games, raffles and a speech 
by Jem from Intimo with 
helpful information about 
breast cancer.

Prizes for the raffles were 
generously donated by the 
community. 

The afternoon ran into an 
after party, where DJ Star-
light provided entertain-
ment and the A2 cricketers 
could join in the festivities.

The A2 match between 
Nyora and MDU was played 

out during the event.
“It’s nice to do something 

for the ladies and for the 
community,” Nyora Crick-
et Club’s Natalie Mlinaric 
said.

“There were a lot of peo-
ple here who are not part of 
the cricket club, so it’s nice 
to have a day where people 
can come and catch up 
with their girlfriends, relax 
and enjoy the day.”

The Nyora Cricket Club 
thanked those who sup-
ported another highly suc-
cessful event.

Tennille Macdonald, Natalie Mlnaric and Kristy Uren organised the Pink Stumps 
Day event at Nyora Cricket Club on Saturday. Tk07_0825

Pink Day excites at
Nyora Cricket Club 

Wilbur Collis, Dave Howarth, Shane Hume, Daryl Smith, Hoss Grenstein and 
Freddy Challis enjoyed the Pink Stumps Day at Nyora Cricket Club on Saturday 
afternoon. Tk08_0825

Cougars claim women’s premiership

Grace Webster goes on the attack for 
Phillip Island, the opener blazing 22 
runs from just 11 balls. A48_0825

Koonwarra Leongatha RSL co-captains Gabby Perry and Britt Thomas are 
delighted to accept the premiership cup. A43_0825

Mel Gheller proved decisive in 
the Cougars’ Grand Final win with 
her score of 33 and tidy bowling. 
A44_0825

Rosanna Martino helped get Phillip Island close to victory with her knock 
of 18. A49_0825
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Phillip Island 4/165 d K-Bass 4/153
Kilcunda Bass – 1ST INNINGS:  
J Huckett 61*, J Dickson 20, A Joseph 14,  
C Bettles 5, V K Gopal 39, H Bettles 7*
Bowling: J Allan 1/23, J Marshall 1/28,  
P Cleary 0/28, L Ferrari 1/38,  
D McCausland 0/14, Z Hughes 1/17
Phillip Island – 1ST INNINGS:  
W Paterson 19, L Ferrari 14, B Marshall 8,  
A O’Brien 36, D Ivey 66*, D Fusinato 11,  
J Marshall 1*
Bowling: H Bettles 1/26, A Joseph 2/44,  
J Dickson 0/28, V K Gopal 0/26,  
H Huckett 0/16, M Gold 0/12, T Gold 0/13

Nerrena 5/166 d Club 6/165
Club – 1ST INNINGS: W Speed 5,  
C Fraser 7*, J Caddy 0, J Licis 100,  
M Chisholm 8, C Prosser 0, L McRae 32,  
A Babu 1*
Bowling: B Salmon 0/18, C Marinou 2/17,  
B Trotman 3/26, R Harrison 0/16,  
J Donohue 0/14, C Williams 0/30,  
G Murphy 1/41
Nerrena – 1ST INNINGS: B Gannon 15,  
B Trotman 17, G Murphy 72, C Marinou 26, 
W Cocksedge 20, C Williams 11*,  
B Salmon 2*
Bowling: J Shannon 0/11, C Fraser 0/25,  
L McRae 2/15, J Licis 0/45, S Liddle 0/23,  
M Sharp 2/27, A Babu 1/18

OMK 9/203 d Korumburra 179
OMK – 1ST INNINGS: S Handley 57,  
C Hart 57, B Hayes 49*, A Halliwell 4,  
D Elford 12, L Bourke 8, R Waytt 0,  
L Maskell 0, M Whiteside 0, D Wylie 0,  
C Walker 1*
Bowling: T Sorrell 1/40, S McKinnon 0/36,  
P Beadel 0/38, D Scott 3/37,  
O Maskell 2/41
Korumburra – 1ST INNINGS: S Harland 30,  
I Riddell 3, J Wrigley 57, P Beadel 11,  
D Scott 41, R Gallagher 7, T Sorrell 1,  
O Maskell 0, H Jefferis 1, L Gallagher 0,  
S McKinnon 0*
Bowling: S Handley 1/29, L Maskell 3/33, 
D Elford 1/47, B Hayes (c) 3/18, A Halliwell 
1/30, L Bourke 1/14, D Wylie 0/4

Town – BYE

C Grade

C Grade

DIVISION 1

DIVISION 2

MDU 4/176 d Phillip Island 5/172
Phillip Island  – 1ST INNINGS:  
J Manning 21, P Francis 53, S Niven 30,  
S Sirirathnage 3, M Cleary 19, S Carville 5, 
J Parry 22*, S Di Falco 9*
Bowling: S McRae 1/41, L Webb 0/35,  
K Sinclair 1/18, G Cocksedge 0/16,  
S Riley 3/23, C Hoober 7/36
MDU – 1ST INNINGS: D Thomas 17,  
T McGrath 9, G Cocksedge 38,  
C Hoober 25, K Sinclair 32*, S McRae 26*
Bowling: S McMillan 1/20, S Sirirathnage 
0/11, J Parry 0/22, S Di Falco 0/14,  
M Cleary (c) 2/28, P Francis 1/43,  
L Cleary 0/20, J Manning 0/9

Glen Alvie 2/196 d Inverloch 2/194
Inverloch  – 1ST INNINGS: D Harris 41,  
W Stewart 79, L McMillan 28,  
M Ashbury 16*, N McMillan 8*
Bowling: J Hynes 0/18, T Bolding 1/33,  
L Ton 0/22, O Luff 0/10, P Loos 0/20,  
C Andersen 0/32, K Andersen 1/27,  
A Moore 0/28
Glen Alvie – 1ST INNINGS: O Luff 2,  
D Hynes 67, I Thorn 82*, D McGuirk 11,  
J Cuttriss 20*
Bowling: C Butler 0/36, I Richardson 1/20, 
Private Player 0/27, A Hall 0/38,  
M Asbury 1/30, K Atyeo-Peters 0/14,  
N McMillan 0/29

Koonwarra L/RSL d Nyora 
Koonwarra L/RSL won by forfeit.

OMK – BYE

Sentinel-Times

www.sgst.com.au

Local 
cricket

South Gippsland 
and Bass Coast

C Grade, Division 1

NERRENA continued on its 
winning way with a victory over 
Wonthaggi Club in a close con-
test on Saturday.

Playing at the Wonthaggi Sec-
ondary College, Nerrena sent 
Club into bat first.

This looked to be a good deci-
sion with the dismissal of vice-
captain Will Speed for five runs 
and Jed Caddy for a duck.

However, fourth bat Justin 
Licis stepped up to the crease 
and made a ton before he was 
stopped by a catch from Brian 
Gannon off the bowling of Ge-
rard Murphy.

Lucas McRae added 32 runs 
before the end of the innings.

Opening batsman Chris Fras-
er made seven runs but was not 
out at the end of Club’s allotted 
overs.

Billy Trotman had Nerrena’s 
best bowling figures, taking 
3/26, including the dismissal of 
Caddy and McRae.

Club set the target at 6/165.
Gannon and Trotman opened 

for Nerrena and made a mod-
est start with 15 and 17 runs 
respectively.

Trotman’s wicket was the first 
to fall, taken by McRae at 1/29.

Murphy entered and went on 
to top score with 72 runs.

This, combined with the ef-
forts of Christos Marinou and 
Wayne Cocksedge, would win 
the game for Nerrena.

Marinou and Cocksedge made 
26 and 20 runs respectively.

McRae and captain Sam Lid-
dle took two wickets each for 
Club.

The single wicket was taken 
by Alan Babu.

Nerrena just got over the line 
with a score of 5/166.

Island win in 23 overs
Kilcunda-Bass played a solid 

innings, but Phillip Island man-
aged to go a step further to 
claim the points.

Phillip Island won the toss at 
the Rhyll Cricket Ground and 
asked Kilcunda-Bass to bat.

Joel Huckett and Joel Dick-
son were the stars of the show 
for Kilcunda-Bass, opening the 
account and making 61 and 20 
runs respectively.

Huckett was not out at the end 
of the innings.

Phillip Island’s wicket taking 
honours were shared between 
Jackson Allan, Jaxen Marshall, 
Lawrence Ferrari and Zack 
Hughes.

Kilcunda-Bass had made 
4/153 at the end of its innings.

Phillip Island made a steady 
start with opening batsmen 
Wade Paterson and Ferrari 
making 19 and 14 runs.

Getting Phillip Island across 
the line were Andy O’Brien and 
David Ivey.

O’Brien accumulated 36 runs 
before he retired not out and 
Ivey top scored with 66 runs.

Kilcunda-Bass’ top bowler 
was Ash Joseph, taking 2/44, 
with the single wicket claimed 
by Hunter Bettles.

Phillip Island’s winning tally 
was 4/165.

OMK overcome collapse
OMK successfully defended 

its total of 9/203 against Ko-
rumburra, despite an embat-
tled second half of the innings.

OMK went into bat first, with 

opening partnership Scott An-
thony Handley and Craig Hart 
combining well to contribute 57 
runs each.

At 1/86, Handley was the first 
out after he was bowled by Dar-
ren Scott.

Captain Brad Hayes stepped 
up to the crease and made 49 
not out.

Thomas Sorrell claimed 
Hart’s wicket at 2/149 and it 
was downhill from there for 
OMK, including the dismissals 
of Ryan Wyatt, Liam Maskell, 
Matt Whiteside and Donald Wy-
lie for ducks.

Scott was Korumburra’s top 
bowling performer, taking 3/37, 
with two wickets taken by Owen 
Maskell.

Korumburra’s Shayne Har-
land opened well with 30 runs, 
and third bat Jacob Wrigley put 
57 runs on the board.

Forty-one runs were contrib-
uted by Scott.

However, OMK’s Hayes and 
Maskell ensured Korumburra 
would not threaten the Diggers’ 

score by taking three wickets 
each.

Korumburra fell short when it 
was bowled out 10/179.

Leongatha Town had the 
round 11 bye. 

C Grade, Division 2

Upsets shake C2 
GLEN Alvie took the points 

from top of the table Inverloch 
on Saturday.

Glen Alvie started on its win-
ning way by winning the toss 
at the Inverloch Recreation Re-
serve.

Choosing to bowl first, Da-
vid Harris and Warren Stewart 
went into bat for Inverloch.

The pair made 41 and 79 re-
spectively, which helped drive 
the score to 2/194.

The two wickets were taken 
by Glen Alvie bowlers Tai Bold-
ing and Kent Anderson.

Inverloch played out its 35 
overs and swapped over.

Owen Luff was quickly  

dismissed for two runs for Glen 
Alvie, but David Hynes and cap-
tain Ian Thorn put the away 
team back on the winning path.

Hynes retired not out with 67 
runs and Thorn made 82 runs.

Daniel McGuirk made 11 
runs before he was bowled by 
Michael Asbury and John Cut-
triss saw out the innings with 
Thorn, making 20 runs.

Glen Alvie’s winning score 
was 2/196 off 30 overs.

Steady MDU too strong
MDU also had an exciting win 

over second-placed Phillip Is-
land.

Phillip Island won the toss at 
the Meeniyan Recreation Re-
serve and chose to bat.

John Manning and Peter 
Francis opened well for Phillip 
Island, making 21 and 53 runs 
respectively.

Third bat Steven Niven added 
30 runs and tailender Jon Parry 
finished strong with 22 not out.

For MDU, Stephen Riley had 
the best bowling figures, taking 
3/23.

Simon McRae and Kurt Sin-
clair claimed a wicket each.

Phillip Island was then sent 
out to defend 5/172.

Dismissing captain Dale 
Thomas and Tim McGrath 
for 17 and nine respectively 
might’ve been a confidence 
boost for Phillip Island, but 
MDU played a steady innings 
that would be enough to make 
it over the line.

Glen Cocksedge top scored 
with 38 runs before he was 
bowled by Michael Cleary, and 
Craig Hoober made 25 runs be-
fore his wicket fell to Francis.

Sinclair and McRae finished 
off the innings for MDU, making 
32 and 26 not out.

In the 33rd over, MDU had the 
win with a score of 4/176.

Nyora forfeited its game 
against Koonwarra/LRSL.

OMK had the round 11 
bye. 

Red Caps fall over the line

Warren Stewart shapes to pull for Inverloch during his impressive knock of 79, retiring not out 
against Glen Alvie which won the C2 match. A34_0825

Kent Andersen bowls for Glen Alvie during its C2 win over 
Inverloch. A35_0825
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Inverloch 6/347 v Korumburra
Inverloch – 1st INNINGS: W Taberner 49,  
B Debono 99, J Richardson 14, J Rowe 113*,  
J Mottram Carter 21, S Hayes 11, I Seuren 2,  
W Chapman 0*
Bowling: J Douglas 0/41, G Edwards 1/69,  
N Belvedere 4/49, A Damon 0/60, T Dole 0/17,  
J Jorgensen 0/27, T M Allen 0/22, C Turton 0/7, 
M Allen 1/36

Nerrena 8/303 v OMK
Nerrena – 1st INNINGS: D Symmons 34,  
K Berryman 106, J Kelly 0, R Clark 14,  
J Renden 15, C Baudinette 12, E Berryman 7,  
C Dougherty 32, M Croatto 32*, T Harris 36*
Bowling: M Andrew 0/31, D Wylie 0/19,  
B Maguire 2/30, T Nicholas 0/38, T McGeachin 
2/14, A Busana (c) 3/87, D Jeffries 0/43,  
A Rose 1/34

Phillip Island 120 v Club 0/25
Phillip Island - 1st INNINGS: M Arceo 23,  
H Womersley 27, T Asurumuni 6, J Williams 1,  
D Womersley 0, A Williams 18, A Finlayson 3,  
T Hornsby 22, K Wilkinson-Ioines 6, T Allan 1,  
H Arceo 0*
Bowling: J Williamson 0/16, S Roche 0/11,  
M A M Nizar 0/3, S Tessari 40/13, H Dobbie 7/40, 
B Evans 2/27
Club - 1st INNINGS: D Britt 9*, H West 9*
Bowling: J Williams 0/12, H Arceo 0/4,  
H Womersley 0/3, T Allan 0/0

MDU - BYE

Kilcunda-Bass 150 v Glen Alvie 0/4
Kilcunda-Bass – 1st INNINGS: B Joseph 7,  
A McBride 38, Z Crow 3, R Gardiner 3,  
A Leighton 52, E Magnussen 1, J Matser 2,  
R Duff 6, C Henderson 6, J Papworth 5,  
C Peckett 7*
Bowling: L McRae 3/25, N Luff 3/26, D Hale 1/34, 
L Scholz 0/7, T Bals 2/14, G Hynes 0/13,  
J Glen 0/15, J Brown 0/7
Glen Alvie – 1st INNINGS: G Moore 3*,  
J Brown 0*
Bowling: R Duff 0/1, C Peckett 0/3

Foster 207 v Imperials
Foster – 1st INNINGS: B Davy 25, N Henry 42,  
D Caldwell 1, BH Busuttil 9, T Garvey 2,  
P Jervies 61, D Garlick 23, B Gay 4, L Welsh 4,  
R Jorgensen 0, B Cripps 12*
Bowling: L Anderson 1/34, C Bruce 1/34,  
N McLennan 1/40, J Jeffery 1/26, C Rickard 3/50, 
K Gray 1/8, A Meyer 2/8

Koonwarra L/RSL 114 v Town 2/122
Koonwarra L/RSL – 1st INNINGS: A Boxall 3,  
G Boxall 14, N Arnup 44, A Drury 1, L Read 0,  
B Anderson 0, M Boswell 28, C Riseley 0,  
S Anderson 0, S Chadwick 6, B Thomas 2*
Bowling: L Gill 3/16, L Hickey 1/24,  
P Jayasinghe 3/12, T McRae 1/21, L Ashton 0/13, 
F Livingstone 1/7, C Bruce 1/14
Town – 1st INNINGS: M Hardy 65*, T McRae 1,  
L Bowman 27, C Bruce 19*
Bowling: L Read 1/16, C Riseley 0/14,  
G Boxall 0/16, M Boswell 0/23, N Arnup 1/20,  
B Thomas 0/20, S Chadwick 0/5

Nyora – BYE

B Grade

B Grade

DIVISION 1

DIVISION 2

B Grade, Division 1

INVERLOCH smashed out 
its first innings against Ko-
rumburra on Saturday.

The Stingrays travelled to 
the Korumburra Recreation 
Reserve, where they won the 
toss and produced a challeng-
ing score of 6/347 for the Co-
bras to chase.

Walter Taberner and captain 
Brett Debono opened Inver-
loch’s account.

Taberner made 49 runs be-
fore his wicket was claimed by 
Noah Belvedere and Debono 
just fell short of a ton with 99 
runs.

He was caught by Trevor Al-
len off the bowling of George 
Edwards.

The opening partnership 
had already made a statement, 
but fourth bat Jack Rowe en-
sured there was more to come.

Rowe made 113 and was not 
out at the end of the innings.

Belvedere was Korumburra’s 
top performer, taking 4/49.

Korumburra will step up to 
bat on Saturday.

Berryman hits century
Nerrena also put up a hefty 

score against OMK.
Playing at the Nerrena Rec-

reation Reserve, the Red 
Caps won the toss and sent 
in vice-captain Damien Sym-
mons and Kade Berryman to 
set the tone of the match.

Symmons made 34 runs 
before he was bowled by 
Ben Maguire, but Berryman 
had made 106 before he was 
stopped by Adam Busana.

OMK bowlers Maguire, 
Busana and Trevor Mc-
Geachin ran through Ner-
rena’s middle order, but the 
last couple of batsmen of the 
day ensured the Red Caps 
came away with a threatening 
score.

Charlie Dougherty made 32 
runs before he was caught by 
David Jeffries off the bowling 
of Alex Rose.

Captain Michael Croatto 
and Tyson Harris made 32 
and 36 not out.

At the end of Nerrena’s 70 

overs, it had made 8/303 
with OMK set to chase this 
score on Saturday.

 
Dobbie destroys Sharks

Phillip Island will be digging 
deep to defend 10/120 against 
Wonthaggi Club this weekend.

Phillip Island won the toss 
and chose to bat at Wonthag-
gi’s McMahon Reserve.

Max Arceo and Heath Wom-
ersley opened, making 23 and 
27 runs respectively.

These turned out to be the 
top scores for the day, with 
Tony Hornsby later contribut-
ing 22 runs.

Club bowler Heath Dob-
bie was merciless, taking 
a whopping 7/40 from the 
shellshocked Sharks.

Bryce Evans was the only 
other wicket taker, claiming 
2/27.

Phillip Island was bowled 
out after 57 overs.

Club opened its first innings 
with David Britt and Harry 
West both making nine not 
out.

They now have the week to 
prepare before continuing 
their run.

MDU had the round 13 
bye. 

B Grade, Division 2

Town earns its  
place at the top

LEONGATHA Town will be 
looking to cement its place at 
the top of the B2 ladder after 
a first innings win against sec-
ond-placed Koonwarra/LRSL.

Koonwarra/LRSL won the 
toss at Scorpion Park, choos-
ing the bat first.

Town bowlers Lachlan Gill 
and Pandukabhaya Jayasinghe 
made it difficult for Koonwar-
ra/LRSL to make its mark on 
the scoreboard, claiming three 
wickets each.

The Cougar’s third bat Nick 
Arnup top scored with 44 runs 
before he was bowled by Colin 
Bruce.

Matthew Boswell made 28 
runs, but Koonwarra/LRSL’s 
batting order was riddled by 
a number of ducks caused by 
Jayasinghe and Gill.

After 44 overs, Koonwarra/
LRSL was bowled out 10/114.

Town launched into its in-
nings with opening batsman 
Mark Hardy making 65 not 
out.

Louis Read dismissed Trent 
McRae for one run and Luke 
Bowman stepped up to make 
27 runs before his wicket was 
taken by Arnup.

Bruce finished off the innings 
with Hardy, making 19 not out.

Town won the first innings af-
ter passing Koonwarra/LRSL’s 
score, making 2/122 off 26 
overs.

It will be looking for an out-
right win this weekend.

Imps keep Foster honest
The Imperials will be look-

ing to chase Foster’s score of 
10/207 on Saturday.

Foster won the toss and 
chose to bat, sending in Billy 
Davy and Neil Henry.

Davy made 25 runs before he 
was dismissed LBW by Kris-
tian Gray and Henry made 42 
runs before he was caught by 
Andrew Meyer off the bowling 
of Cooper Rickard.

The top score came from 
Paul Jervies, who made 61 
runs before his wicket was also 
claimed by Rickard.

Rickard had the Imperials’ 
best bowling figures, taking 
3/50.

Meyer claimed two wickets.
The Imperials will have their 

opportunity to bat this week-
end.

Glens hold tight rein
Kilcunda-Bass is set to de-

fend 10/150 against Glen Alvie 
this Saturday.

Playing at the Bass Recre-
ation Reserve, Kilcunda-Bass 
won the toss and chose to bat.

Alister McBride opened for 
the Sharks and made 38 runs 
before he was run out by Dar-
cy Hale.

Fifth bat Andrew Leighton 
top scored with 52 runs, but 
these turned out to be the 
most significant scores of the 
day.

Nate Luff went on a run to 
knock out the second half of 
Kilcunda-Bass’ batting order, 
claiming 3/26.

Lachlan McRae also took 
three wickets and two wickets 
were claimed by Tony Bals.

Kilcunda-Bass was bowled 
out in the 62nd over, leaving 
time for Glen Alvie to open its 
innings.

Glenn Moore and Jack 
Brown played eight overs and 
will resume play this weekend.

Huge innings for the Stingrays
Foster’s Neil Henry gets in behind a delivery during his B2 knock of 42 opening 

the batting against Imperials. A24_0825
Cameron Bruce sends one down for Imperials, taking a tidy 1/34 in his nine 

overs in the B2 match against Foster. A25_0825

11-year-old Liam Meyer relaxes while waiting to help out 
Imperials as a substitute fielder. A27_0825
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Team Points %

  C GRADE, Division 1
Nerrena 90 1.508
OMK 84 1.795
Club 84 1.353
Korumburra 54 1.212
Kilcunda-Bass 36 0.852
Phillip Island 36 0.647
Town 12 0.238

Team Points %

  C GRADE, Division 2
Inverloch 84 1.919
Phillip Island 72 2.078
MDU 72 1.084
Glen Alvie 48 0.791
OMK 42 0.897
Koonwarra L/RSL 42 0.561
Nyora 36 0.503

LADDERS RD 11

NEXT WEEKEND’s GAMES
& UMPIRE APPOINTMENTS

ROUND 13 (DAY 2) - SATURDAY, MARCH 1 - 1PM START

  A GRADE, Division 1

P-Island v Imperials  Cowes  Ashleigh Stride
Club v Korumburra  Wonthaggi Turf  Warren Williams
OMK v Nerrena   Outtrim  Ken Scrimshaw
Koon L/RSL v Town  Leongatha Turf  Shane Moore

  A Grade, Division 2

Nyora v MDU   Nyora  Glenn Plymin
Inverloch v K-Bass  Inverloch Turf  Michael Thomas
Foster v Glen Alvie  Foster GC  John Schelling

  B GRADE, Division 1

K’burra v Inverloch  Korumburra  Graham Wightman
Nerrena v OMK   Nerrena  Geo� rey Parkinson
Club v Phillip Island  McMahon  Ian Salmon
MDU - BYE

  B GRADE, Division 2

K-Bass v Glen Alvie  Bass 1  Neil Grabham
Imperials v Foster  East Campus  Tyson Tootel
Town v Koon L/RSL  Scorpion Park 1  Noel Grayden
Nyora - BYE

C GRADE, Division 1

OMK v Club   Digger Park  TBA
Nerrena v P-Island  Leongatha Vel.  Les White
Kilcunda-Bass v Town  Bass 2 TBA
Korumburra - BYE

C GRADE, Division 2

Glen Alvie v MDU  Glen Alvie  TBA
P-Island v Koon L/RSL  Rhyll  Steve Williamson
Nyora v OMK   Poowong  TBA
Inverloch- BYE

  UNDER 17s (50 Overs)

Inverloch v Glen Alvie  Inverloch Turf Ashleigh Stride
    Michael Thomas
Imp/Ner. v P-Island Leongatha Turf  Glenn Plymin
   Graham Wightman

  UNDER 15s (40 Overs)

Glen Alvie v P-Island Glen Alvie Les White
   Geo� rey Parkinson
Foster v Kor/Nyora Foster GC  Noel Grayden 
   Neil Grabham

Subject to Con� rmation. 
Any prospective umpires can contact  

Doug Pell 0404 301 333 or Ken Scrimshaw 0433 297 421

ROUND 12 - SATURDAY, MARCH 1 - 1PM START

JUNIOR SEMI FINALS - SUNDAY, MARCH 2 - 10AM START

Connect 
with us
@sentineltimes

A Grade, Division 1

A DOMINATE display 
from Mitchell Clark dem-
onstrated why Nerrena is 
on top of the ladder at the 
tail end of the home and 
away season.

Nerrena took on OMK 
at the Outtrim Recreation 
Oval on Saturday.

The Red Caps began 
their successful day with a 
winning toss, choosing to 
bat first.

Although opening bats-
man Loc Roberts was lost 
early for three runs, the 
partnership of Jack Curtis 
and Tadgh Gannon per-
formed well and put 43 
and 37 runs on the board 
respectively.

Fifth bat Clark changed 
the stakes of the game, 
stepping in to make an im-
pressive 144 not out.

Tailender Mitchell Croat-
to contributed a whopping 
93 runs to end the innings, 
creating quite a challenge 
for OMK to try to overcome 
this weekend.

For OMK, Ryan Williams 
had the most bowling suc-
cess, taking 3/83.

Jacob and Ethan Lamers 
claimed two wickets each.

Nerrena’s eye watering 
tally was 8/350.

OMK will have its turn at 
bat this weekend.

Alex goes big
Alexander Geyer also 

had a strong performance 
for Wonthaggi Club.

Playing against Korum-
burra at Wonthaggi’s home 
ground, Mitch Thomas 
and Geyer opened the 

batting and looked to be 
unmoveable.

Thomas made 74 runs 
before he was caught by 
Mitch Young off the bowl-
ing of Shane Dole.

Geyer was joined at the 
crease by captain Joel 
Brann, who made 46 runs 
before he was bowled by 
Mustafa Nader.

Korumburra failed 
to dismiss Geyer, who 
amassed 133 not out.

With Club setting the tar-
get at 3/282, Korumburra 
will bat this weekend.

Wright on target 
Despite Imperials vice-

captain Lachie Wright 
claiming four wickets, 
Phillip Island managed to 

make 10/192 on Saturday.
Phillip Island welcomed 

the Imperials to the Cowes 
Recreation Reserve, where 
the Imperials won the toss 
and chose to field.

Opening batsman Lach-
lan Cleeland was dismissed 
by Isaac Bolge for 14 runs, 
leaving Kurt Lane and 
Brodie Johnston to work 
together to put up Phillip 
Island’s best scores for the 
day.

Lane made 37 runs be-
fore a catch from Timothy 
Sauvarin off the bowling 
of Wright sent him off, and 
Johnston made the top 
score of 39 runs before 
his wicket fell to Sauva-
rin, thanks to a catch from 
Luke Rogers.

Kohen Beaumont added 
25 runs to the scoreboard.

As well as Wright, Sau-
varin also had a good day 
bowling for the Imperials, 
taking 3/37.

The Imperials had the op-
portunity to open their ac-
count.

Phillip Island bowler 
George McCausland dis-
missed the opening part-
nership of captain Jack 
Ginnane and Kane Maskell 
for two and six runs respec-
tively.

Klayton McGrath and 
Bolge were at the crease at 
stumps and will continue 
their innings this Satur-
day.

The score sits at 2/10 off 
nine overs.

Scorpions sting hard
Koonwarra/LRSL is set to 

defend its total of 10/149 
against Leongatha Town.

At the Leongatha Recre-
ation Reserve, Koonwarra/
LRSL won the toss and 
chose to bat. 

The Cougars played 
a modest innings with 
opening batsman Mitch-
ell Scrimshaw putting 24 
runs on the board early.

The top score went to 
Callum Buckland later in 
the innings with 30 runs.

Jason Kennedy contrib-
uted 23 runs.

Town’s best bowling fig-
ures went to Madura Ma-
dusanka with 3/8.

Buwaneka Wakishta and 
Ethan Smith took two 
wickets each.

Town is ready to bat 
with its eye on Koonwarra/
LRSL’s score this weekend. 

Challenges set by Red Caps and Club
Mitch Scrimshaw drives for Koonwarra Leongatha RSL early in its A1 clash with Leongatha Town, making 

24 as an opener. A28_0825

Buwaneka Wakishta delivers for Leongatha Town, 
claiming an impressive 2/13 from nine overs as 
Scorpions dismissed Koonwarra Leongatha RSL for 
149. A30_0825

8-10 Koonwarra Rd, Leongatha. 5662 5030
Cnr Carneys Road & Bass Highway, 

Wonthaggi. 5672 2148

LEONGATHA & DISTRICT CRICKET ASSOCIATION

A1: Mitchell Clark (Nerrena) 144* ; Lachie Wright (Imperials) 4/59

A2: Callum Asbury (Inverloch) 135 ; Chris Ford (Foster) 6/40

B1: Jack Rowe (Inverloch) 113* ; Heath Dobbie (Club) 7/40

B2: Mark Hardy (Town) 65* ; Pandukabhaya Jayasinghe (Town) 3/12

C1: Justin Licis (Club) 100 ; Brad Hayes (OMK) 3/18

C2: Ian Thorn (Glen Alvie) 82* ; Craig Hoober (MDU) 7/36

SCOREBOARD
In stories folder: Cricket Scoreboard_0825

Local Cricket... 131131 years strongyears strong

Phone: 5662 2930

Leongatha
www.hartleywells.com
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     P-Island 192 v Imperials 2/10
Phillip Island – 1st INNINGS
Lachlan Cleeland  
c: K Maskell b: I Bolge ��������������������������14
Kurt Lane  
c: T Sauvarin b: L Wright ���������������������37
Brodie Johnston  
c: L Rogers b: T Sauvarin ���������������������39
Daniel Mock  
c: I Bolge b: L Wright������������������������������� 0
Thomas Niven  
c: C Reid b: T Sauvarin���������������������������  1
Jarrod Black  
c: A Casey b: T Sauvarin ����������������������16
Kohen Beaumont  
c: J Ginnane b: L Wright ����������������������25
Max Royal c: I Bolge b: L Wright �������� 8
Timothy Niven  
c: J Ginnane b: A Williams ������������������20
Zac Brown b: A Williams ���������������������14
George McCausland not out ������������ 7*
Extras (2w, 4lb, 5b) �������������������������������11
Total 10 / 192 (65.1 Overs)
Bowling: L Wright 20-2-59-4, I Bolge 
10-2-27-1, T Sauvarin 21-5-37-3 (1w), 
A Williams 7.1-1-23-2, J Ginnane 2-0-
21-0, K McGrath 2-0-6-0,  
A Casey 3-1-10-0 (1w)
Imperials – 1st INNINGS
Jack Ginnane lbw: G McCausland ����� 2
Kane Maskell b: G McCausland ���������� 6
Klayton McGrath not out ������������������� 1*
Isaac Bolge not out������������������������������  0*
Extras (1nb)�����������������������������������������������  1
Total 2 / 10 (9 Overs)
Bowling: G McCausland 5-2-8-2 
(1nb), T Niven 2-1-1-0,  
M Royal 2-1-1-0

Club 3/282 v Korumburra
Club – 1st INNINGS
Mitch Thomas  
c: M Young b: S Dole���������������������������� 74
Alexander Geyer not out �������������� 133*
Joel Brann b: M Nader �������������������������46
Ryan Thomas  
c: A Millar b: H McNeil �������������������������16
Jakeb Thomas not out ����������������������11*
Extras (1nb, 1lb)��������������������������������������  2
Total 3 / 282 (75 Overs)
Bowling: M Nader 9-4-18-1, H McNeil 
10-1-31-1, T Crocker 2-0-11-0, B 
Spicer 24-7-71-0, M Young 15-1-66-0, 
S Dole 11-1-47-1, L Dole 4-0-37-0 
(1nb)

Nerrena 8/350 v OMK
Nerrena – 1st INNINGS
Jack Curtis  
c: Z Lamers b: J Lamers �����������������������43
Loc Roberts b: J Lamers������������������������  3
Tadgh Gannon  
c: Z Lamers b: E Lamers���������������������� 37
Thomas Cameron b: R Williams���������  6
Mitchell Clark not out �������������������� 144*
Hayden Funnell lbw: N Auddino ������� 1
Timothy Wightman  
lbw: E Lamers �����������������������������������������11
Mitchell Croatto  
c: ? b: R Williams ������������������������������������93
Jarrod Hoy  
c: C Quaife b: R Williams ����������������������� 2
Archie Gannon not out ����������������������� 1*
Extras (3w, 4nb, 1lb, 1b)�����������������������  9
Total 8 / 350 (75 Overs)
Bowling: J Lamers 14-2-63-2 (2nb),  
R Williams 19-4-83-3 (3w, 2nb),  
J Cochrane 8-1-30-0, E Lamers 21-3-
106-2, N Auddino 9-0-44-1, N Creed 
4-0-22-0

Koonwarra L/RSL 149 v Town
Koonwarra L/RSL – 1st INNINGS
Anthony Hunt b: B Wakishta ������������15
Mitchell Scrimshaw  
b: B Wakishta ������������������������������������������24
Isuru Darshana  
c: A Fixter b: E Smith ����������������������������12
William Cashin  
c: J Hume b: M Madusanka ����������������� 4
Kayden Scrimshaw  
b: M Madusanka �������������������������������������� 6
James Rushton  
c: E Smith b: DLMP Gallage ����������������� 3
Callum Buckland  
b: M Madusanka ������������������������������������30
Jason Kennedy c: ? b: E Smith ����������23
Matt Cooke  
c: J Giardina b: R Hume �����������������������12
Harry Scrimshaw  
run out: B Wakishta �������������������������������� 0
Joshua Thomas not out ��������������������12*
Extras (1nb, 7b)����������������������������������������  8
Total 10 / 149 (71.4 Overs)
Bowling: J Hume 13-3-32-0, R Hume 
9.4-2-26-1, B Wakishta 9-2-13-2,  
E Smith 12-3-39-2 (1nb),  
M Madusanka 14-8-8-3, DLMP 
Gallage 9-4-13-1, R Abeysinghe 4-1-
11-0, S Clark 1-1-0-0

A Grade DIVISION 1

Nyora 9/312 v MDU
Nyora – 1st INNINGS
Bailey Henderson  
c: ? b: SC Lakshan ����������������������������������95
Michael Lynch  
c: S Browne b: M Cantwell ������������������� 3
Henry Dolphin lbw: S Bright ��������������� 4
Jy Hull c: Z Bright b: SC Lakshan ������23
Aaron Kaddatz not out ������������������ 130*
Jake Henry b: SC Lakshan��������������������  0
Benn Hayes run out ������������������������������� 0
Aidan Simmons  
c: M McGrath b: SC Lakshan ���������������� 0
Aaron Thompson b: S Browne ����������� 2
Reece Cordeux b: SC Lakshan ����������46
Mitch Rowe not out ����������������������������� 1*
Extras (1w, 3nb, 2lb, 2b) ����������������������� 8
Total 9 / 312 (75 Overs)
Bowling: S Bright 15-1-40-1,  
M Cantwell 5-1-16-1 (1w), S Browne 
19-3-63-1 (1nb), Z Bright 6-0-37-0 
(1nb), SC Lakshan 20-2-64-5 (1nb),  
M McGrath 10-1-88-0

Inverloch 5/317 v K-Bass
Inverloch – 1st INNINGS
Riley Harris b: B Wright �����������������������32
Callum Asbury  
c: S Lucas b: R Brown������������������������  135
Jack Butcher c: ? b: R Brown ��������������54
Jake Dennerley c: ? b: J Tregear��������13
Jacob Strickland c: ? b: J Tregear �����40
Rhys Newman not out ����������������������16*
Jesse Dugard not out �������������������������� 8*
Extras (6w, 5nb, 6lb, 2b) ���������������������19
Total 5 / 317 (75 Overs)

Bowling: R Brown 6-0-31-2 (2w),  
H Berry 6-0-29-0 (2w, 2nb),  
C Davidson 6-2-23-0 (1nb), T Smith 
8-1-30-0 (1w, 2nb), B Rookes 9-0-37-
0 (1w), B Wright 11-3-40-1,  
M Grayson 7-1-25-0, J Tregear 15-0-
77-2, A Larcombe 7-1-17-0

Glen Alvie 242 v Foster
Glen Alvie – 1st INNINGS
Archie Donohue b: J Gay ��������������������� 0
Archie Moore c&b: C Ford ������������������17
Matthew Dakin  
c: ? b: Private player �����������������������������14
Matthew Donohue  
c: ? b: C Ford ����������������������������������������� 100
Zack Scholz c: ? b: C Ford ��������������������� 1
Harvey Smith  
c: Private player b: J Toner �����������������32
Wayne Luke  
c: Private player b: J Toner �����������������25
Andrew Dakin  
c: J Toner b: C Ford ��������������������������������27
Sam Watson  
c: T Dyson b: C Ford��������������������������������  9
Archie Luke  
c: J Pilkington b: C Ford ������������������������ 0
Fill-in not out������������������������������������������  2*
Extras (5w, 10lb) ������������������������������������15
Total 10 / 242 (72 Overs)
Bowling: J Gay 16-7-38-1, Private 
Player 8-1-31-1, C Ford 18-6-40-6,  
J Toner 15-3-59-2, O Rook 8-2-32-0 
(1w), E Smith 6-0-26-0 (1w),  
J Pilkington 1-0-6-0 (3w)

A Grade DIVISION 2
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Local cricket
South Gippsland and Bass Coast

A Grade, Division 2

IN front of the large Pink Stumps Day 
crowd, Nyora amassed an impressive total 
of 9/312 at its home ground.

Playing against MDU at the charity day 
event, Nyora won the toss and went into bat.

Opening batsman Bailey Henderson led 
the charge, making 95 runs before his wick-
et fell to Sembakuttige Chathura Lakshan.

Jy Hull added 23 runs, but it was Aaron 
Kaddatz who showed Nyora was in it for the 
points, making 130 not out.

A slew of ducks through the second half of 
the batting order threatened to rattle Nyora, 
but tailender Reece Cordeux added a late 46 
runs.

Lakshan dominating the bowling for MDU, 
taking 5/64.

He was responsible for two ducks and not 
only the dismissal of Henderson, but Hull 
and Cordeux as well.

The rest of the wickets were shared be-
tween Sam Bright, Mark Cantwell and Scott 
Browne.

MDU is set to bat this weekend.

Ashbury hits form
Callum Asbury also played a strong game 

for Inverloch against Kilcunda-Bass at In-
verloch’s Thompson Reserve.

In the lead up to his tour in India with the 
Australian Men’s Deaf Team, which he is set 
to leave for on Wednesday, Asbury dominat-
ed for the Stingrays with 135 runs.

He opened the batting with Riley Harris, 
who made 32 runs before he was bowled by 
Brad Wright.

Asbury then partnered well with Jack 
Butcher, who made 54 runs before his wick-
et fell to Ryan Brown.

Fifth bat Jacob Strickland added 40 runs 
to the scoreboard.

Brown and Jaydan Tregear were Kilcun-
da-Bass’ best bowlers, taking two wickets 
each.

Inverloch will defend its tally of 5/317 on 
Saturday. 

Donohue steadies the ship
Matthew Donohue saved the day for 

Glen Alvie with 100 runs against Foster.
Travelling to the Foster Cricket Ground, 

Glen Alvie won the toss and chose to bat.
Opening batsman Archie Donohue was 

dismissed for a duck by Jack Gay, and Ar-
chie Moore and Matthew Dakin went on to 
make 17 and 14 runs respectively.

Donohue was the fourth bat and man-
aged to make his ton before he was 
stopped by Chris Ford.

Ford had an impressive run for Foster, 
taking 6/40.

Glen Alvie batsmen Harvey Smith, 
Wayne Luke and Andrew Dakin did what 
they could to contribute to the score, add-
ing 32, 25 and 27 runs respectively.

Smith and Luke were dismissed by Josh 
Toner, who recorded bowling figures of 2/59.

Foster will be looking to chase down 
10/242 on Saturday. 

Tons of fun in A2 result in big totals
Jack Butcher bats during his knock of 54 for Inverloch, which had an impressive first day against 

Kilcunda-Bass. A38_0825

Callum Asbury acknowledges spectators after reaching his 
century for Inverloch in its A2 match against Kilcunda-Bass. 
A39_0825

Jadan Tregear bowls for Kilcunda Bass, capturing 2/77 off 15 
overs on day one of his side’s A2 clash with Inverloch. A40_0825
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Koonwarra players enjoy their premiership success. Back: Michelle Boyd, Jodie Arnup, Kathy Zacharopoulos, Melissa Buckley, Taz Boden, Kim Peters, Fiona 
Christensen, Carmen Dettmer, Teagan Hughes. Front: Melissa Gheller, Gabby Perry, Brittany Thomas, Karla Williams, Beth Drury and Aleisha Wrigley. A42_0825

BRITT Thomas withstood 
searing pressure to deliver 
Koonwarra Leongatha RSL pre-
miership delight, conceding just 
four runs off the Grand Final’s 
last over and taking a wicket 
with the closing ball, when a 
Phillip Island six would have lev-
elled the scores.

Co-captain Thomas bowled 
Rosanna Martino to seal the tri-
umph, the wicket giving Koon-
warra Leongatha RSL an extra 
run and a winning margin of sev-
en runs, Thomas finishing with 
1/16 off her three overs.

She admitted to feeling plenty 
of nerves with ball in hand for 
the deciding over.

“I just trusted my skills,” 
Thomas said when asked how 

she got the job done.
Her co-captain Gabby Perry 

was relieved it worked out to 
be third-time-lucky for the Cou-
gars, delighted not to have given 
another runner-up speech after 
Koonwarra Leongatha RSL lost 
the previous two Grand Finals.

Perry also played an important 
role as the Cougars looked to de-
fend their strong initial total of 
124, taking 2/14 off three overs 
and being on a hat trick after 
bowling both Bianca Hellmuth-
Pask and Rebecca Overeem.

Despite the heroics of the skip-
pers, Koonwarra Leongatha 
RSL’s Mel Gheller was deemed 
best afield in recognition of her 
commanding 33 runs off just 18 
balls that included five fours and 

a six, and her figures with the 
ball of 1/10, having bowled Clau-
dia Prescott.

Perry made 17 with the willow, 
Kathy Zacharopoulos another 
handy contributor for the win-
ning team with 14 runs.

The Cougars discipline with 
the ball proved decisive, conced-
ing just 13 extras to Phillip Is-
land’s 29.

Overall though, it was a com-
mendable effort from the Sharks 
in just the side’s second season.

Sienna Macmillan impressed 
for the narrowly beaten team, 
her four overs costing just 20 
runs and yielding the wicket 
of Melissa Buckley whom she 
bowled.

Jessica Reed was the other 

wicket-taking bowler for the 
Sharks with 1/14 off her two 
overs, run outs accounting for 
the other couple of wickets Phil-
lip Island captured.

Those wickets gave the chasing 
team four runs before it began 
wielding the willow.

Opener Grace Webster led the 
way with the bat for Phillip Is-
land, managing 22 at a strike 
rate of 200, hitting four bound-
aries.

Martino’s 18 runs at better 
than a run a ball as part of the 
Sharks’ final pair helped ensure 
it was game on until the end.

It was a match that will long be 
remembered by players and en-
thusiastic supporters.

While the modified format of 

the women’s game has worked 
well in its early seasons in the 
Leongatha & District Cricket As-
sociation, it is likely the rules 
will soon shift towards a more 
traditional approach.

LDCA president John 
Schelling noted the Associa-
tion’s Gippsland Cricket League 
women made a Semi Final play-
ing traditional rules, but it will 
ultimately be up to the clubs 
what format next season’s LDCA 
women’s competition takes.

Still, that’s a discussion for an-
other day, Koonwarra Leongatha 
RSL’s premiership joy set to oc-
cupy the spotlight for some time, 
the success thoroughly deserved 
with the Cougars taking eight 
wickets in an impressive display.

Cougars claim deserved women’s premiership
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