
1 Roughead St, Leongatha
Ph 5662 2327 LMCT 1500
AH Brad Beyers 0434 884 649

AH Heather Walker 0418 564 157
www.edneysleongatha.com.au 
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2023 Hyundai 
Palisade Highlander
• 2.2 Turbo Diesel • 8 Seater
• Nappa Leather Seats • Head Up Display
• Dual Sunroof  • Many more luxury features
    SN 0320402999

  $79,990RUNOUT 
PRICE

DRIVE 
AWAY

  

113a Thompson Avenue, Cowes

5952 2633
www.alexscott.com.au

Classic Beach House Living
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23 Honeysuckle Grove, Silverleaves $940,000
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BRING IT ON!
Football and netball set to return in 2024

—  S P E C I A L  1 6 - P A G E  F E A T U R E  I N S I D E  —

THE protest message scrawled on the side 
of one of the district’s ambulances, by Won-
thaggi Advanced Life Support (ALS) Para-
medic, Samantha Nichols on Monday this 
week, says it all:

“Average lifespan for a Victoria paramedic 
is less than five years.”

Given you need three years full time at an 
accredited university to undertake a Bach-
elor of Paramedical Science degree and 
several years on the job to get the requisite 
experience, many are gone before they’re 
barely started.

To be losing qualified and experienced 
paramedics early, due mainly to compulsory 
overtime, is a tragedy – for us and them.

“It’s not about the pay but the 3.3 per cent 
they’ve offered us is still below inflation,” 
said Wonthaggi’s delegate to the Victorian 
Ambulance Union.

“It’s about trying to retain our workforce.
“When there’s a problem that’s driving 

highly qualified and competent people away 
from your industry, you’ve got to look at 
changing conditions,” said Ms Nichols.

“You’ve got to allow people to have a life. 

They’re not going to stay if they are constant-
ly turning up four hours late for important 
family occasions, especially when there are 
jobs with comparable salaries elsewhere.

“They’re taking that valuable experience 
with them.”

Ms Nichols said ambulance paramed-
ics were currently contributing more than 
800 hours of overtime-a-day to Ambulance 
Victoria, meaning the sector was heavily 
understaffed, and the ambos heavily over-
worked.

Continued page 3

Writing on the 
wall for Ambos

Wonthaggi Ambulance Paramedic, Samantha Nichols, says ambulance officers are leaving 
the service at an alarming rate and it’s not the pay that is the problem.
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$399ea

bonus 2 cans

Leongatha & Korumburra Only

www.michaelsiga.com.au

Specials available from Wed 20th to Tues 26th March 2024. While Stocks Last.
We reserve the right to correct printing errors. Images are for illustration purposes only.

Michael’s IGA Liquor supports the responsible service and consumption of alcohol.

1KG BROWN 
ONIONS

RED & GREEN 
SEEDLESS GRAPES

$399kg

$199bag

BRUEMAR PORK 
LEG ROAST

$1495kg
LAMB LOIN CHOPS

$1699kg

CHEESE & BACON 
OR GARLIC & 
CHEESE TWIST

BARRAMUNDI 
FILLETS

$2995kg

Carlton Draught or Dry 
Cans 375ml x 10 Pack

$2699ea

Jack Daniel’s & Cola Cans
375ml x 10 Pack Varieties or 10 + Bonus

 2 Gentleman Jack Cans Pack

$48ea

WHILE 
STOCKS 

LAST

Queensland
Grown
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IS YOUR BIN CONTENT RECYCLED 
OR DUMPED IN LANDFILL?

Our walk-in and 
skip bins are hand 

sorted to guarantee 
recyclables don’t 
end up in landfi ll

Call the commercial and residential waste specialists today!

accounts@wheelawaste.com
www.wheelawaste.com.au

5672 2056

Locally owned & operated

HM10517
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Trouble balancing 
your debt?

Disclaimer: Your full fi nancial situation will need to be reviewed prior to 
acceptance of any off er or product. LS Finance Broking Pty Ltd, Credit 

Representative (495763) is authorised under Australian Credit Licence 389328.

Lynda 0429 121 082

I may be able to assist...
Just ask me!

Melina 
BATH MP 

THE NATIONALS MEMBER FOR 
EASTERN VICTORIA REGION

2/181 Franklin St, Traralgon VIC 3844
melina.bath@parliament.vic.gov.au

5174 7066
MelinaBathMLC

EASTERN VICTORIA REGION

Male rescued cliffs
A MALE in his 20s has been rescued 

from the Inverloch cliffs in a joint opera-
tion by firefighters and SES members af-
ter finding himself in trouble last Thurs-
day around 11.20am. 

Inverloch CFA responded to the location 
200 yards from the car park to Inverloch 
where the uninjured man was approxi-
mately 20 feet down the cliff face.

Inverloch Second Lieutenant William-
son explained that the brigade initially got 
a radio to the male for communications 
purposes with the assistance of Wonthaggi 
CFA, Inverloch SES, Wonthaggi SES and 
Phillip Island SES before the arrival of 
FRV Morwell’s ‘Tech Rescue’ Response 
Unit, who performed the extraction.

Once safely back on higher ground the 
male was checked by Ambulance Victoria 
paramedics and given the all clear. 

Local police also attended and helped block 
the road whilst the rescue was undertaken.

EMERGENCY responders came to the 
aid of a 42-year-old male from Glengarry, 
when his wheelchair became trapped in 
sand and seaweed on Thursday, March 14 
around 12.18pm.

The alarm was raised by the male’s carer 
along Cape Paterson-Inverloch Road (near 
the RACV Resort) as the tide had started 
coming in.

Wonthaggi and Inverloch Police attend-
ed, and Inverloch SES extricated the male.

Quadriplegic rescued

Burglars smash, grab, 
disrupt at Newhaven
POLICE are investigating the circum-

stances surrounding several overnight 
break-ins and burglaries at the Big Wave 
Complex at Newhaven last Wednesday 
night into Thursday morning.

It follows the mess and destruction local 
business operators found, including Sal 
Fusca and Trish Fernandez at the popular 
Haven Expresso Café in Bluebird Court, 
on arrival last Thursday morning.

“It’s the damage and disruption they’ve 
caused more than anything. If they had 
given me a ring I’d have given them the 
keys and told them to take what they 
want,” said Sal last week.

He posted online on Thursday morning 
that the café would be closed all day, re-
opening on Friday morning, but by then, 
many had showed up for their morning fix 
of coffee and Sal and Trish were left with 
lots of good wishes, in person and online.

“We’ve got a great community here. Bet-
ty’s Glass came straight away and put up 
the security screens, but it will be a while 
until we get the double-glazed window.

“Our customers have been great. Every-
thing we have here is homemade. If you 
give them your best, they give you theirs 
back,” said Sal.

The window at the Safflower Medical 
Clinic next door had also been smashed.

Police are seeking assistance with CCTV 
or dashcam footage from the area of Ne-
whaven’s Big Wave Complex last Wednesday 
night into Thursday morning, March 13/14. 
Contact Crimestoppers online at crimestop-
persvic.com.au or phone 1800 333 000.

From page 1
She said an independent 

study conducted by RMIT 
and Swinburne universities 
found that one in five para-
medics planned to leave 
their job within the next year, 
a statistic that needed to be 
turned around, she said.

They want Ambulance Vic-
toria to introduce and staff 
up to a level that would allow 
paramedics not to be called 
out for anything other than a 
Code 1 or important Code 2 
in the last hour of their shift.

“Often, it’s not because 
we’re attending emergencies, 
it’s because we’re ramped in 
hospital corridors or organ-
ising a GP appointment for a 
low acuity patient.

“It’s about being able to get 
off work around the time you 
are supposed to without being 
called out at the last moment 
for something other than a 
Code 1 or important Code 2.”

Industrial action will in-
clude members writing slo-
gans promoting work-life 
balance on ambulances in 

liquid chalk, collecting bill-
ing details on paper rather 
than electronically and re-
fusing to carry out tasks for 
hospitals.

“But none of these actions 
will place anyone in danger,” 
said Ms Nichols.

“It’s about awareness.
“So, if you see the writing 

on the sides of the ambu-
lance or on the back door, 
you’re welcome to ask us 
about it, in fact we’d encour-
age it.”

Ambulance Victoria chief 

executive Jane Miller said 
she respected paramedics’ 
right to take protected action 
and assured Victorians they 
would not be impacted.

“If Victorians have an 
emergency and you need an 
ambulance, you will get one, 
and patient safety will not be 
impacted,” Ms Miller said.

“AV continues to negotiate 
in good faith with employee 
representatives towards a 
mutually beneficial Ambu-
lance Victoria Enterprise 
Agreement 2024.”

Writing on the wall for Ambos

HUNDREDS of thousands 
of aged care workers are set 
to receive substantial addi-
tional pay corrections, rep-
resenting wage rates boosted 
by around 30 per cent from 
a year ago in many cases, af-
ter a Fair Work Commission 
decision on Friday afternoon 
March 15.

On Friday, the Fair Work 
Commission (FWC) an-
nounced its decision on Stage 
3 of the Aged Care Work 
Value Case, which was con-
sidering union’s claims for a 
25 per cent pay rise because 
aged care work had been  

historically undervalued.
Many staff members at local 

aged care facilities, including 
Rose Lodge in Wonthaggi and 
Woorayl Lodge in Leongatha 
stand to benefit.

The decision awards hun-
dreds of thousands of aged 
care workers with substan-
tial top-up pay rises after last 
year’s 15 per cent pay rise 
from the same case, with the 
decision awarding work value 
pay rises totalling up to 28.5 
per cent in some cases.

A Cert III personal care 
worker now on level 3 – the 
most common level – will 

see their wage rate rise from 
$24.76 an hour in June last 
year to $32.21 an hour after 
applying the additional eight 
per cent wage increase from 
Friday’s decision – or a total 
cent increase of around 30 
per cent.

It is expected that as well as 
rewarding the dedicated staff 
in the aged care sector now, it 
is also expected to boost re-
cruitment into this all-impor-
tant community care area.

“We welcome today’s his-
toric recognition that aged 
care workers are at the heart 
of quality care for aged care 

residents, and should be paid 
accordingly,” Carolyn Smith, 
Aged Care Director, United 
Workers Union, said.

“For too long the work pro-
vided by aged care workers 
has been undervalued, and 
it’s great to see that recog-
nised in up to 28 per cent to-
tal work value wage increases.

“When these substantial in-
creases are included with last 
year’s 5.75 per cent move-
ment in award wages, aged 
care workers are in line for 
life-changing pay rises that fi-
nally recognise the hard work 
they do.”

Happy days are here again 
for aged care workers

After more than 70 years living in Wonthaggi, Betty Brown is confident enough to call herself a Wonthaggi local. “I came 
here when I got married so that’s more than 70 years ago now, so I guess you could say I was a local,” said the 96-year-
old resident of Rose Lodge, flanked by Personal Care Assistant Brooke Hardy and Food Services Assistant Christian 
Edmonstone.
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TUE | Mar 19 WED | Mar 20 THUR | Mar 21 FRI | Mar 22 SAT | Mar 23 SUN | Mar 24
Showers increasing. Shower or two. Partly cloudy. Partly cloudy. Possible shower. Partly cloudy.

Wind AM: N-NW 15-25km/h
Wind PM: NW-SW 20-25km/h

Wind AM: SW 20-30km/h
Wind PM: S 15-25km/h

Wind AM: Light
Wind PM: S 15-20km/h

Wind AM: Light
Wind PM: Light

Wind AM: Light
Wind PM: SE 15-20km/h

Wind AM: Light
Wind PM: SE 15-20km/h

18° 31° 12° 19° 10° 21° 10° 22° 12° 22° 12° 24°

Danny O’BRIENMP
State Member for Gippsland South

 (03) 5144 1987

 dannyobrienmp

SHOP LOCAL  
AND SUPPORT 
LOCAL JOBS

    danny.obrien@parliament.vic.gov.au
     54B Cunninghame St, Sale VIC 3850

 dannyobrienmp.com.au

Working for Gippsland South

for Regional Victoria

CUT 
ENERGY 
COSTS

ENERGY SPECIALIST

•  Independent advice using 
details solar and battery 
salesmen ignore

•  Home visits with cost  
effective energy saving

•  FIRST: using existing  
home features

• No product sales

CALL IAN 0412 019 716 
Wonthaggi

Email: econergy@optusnet.com.au
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IN BRIEF
On the road through 
South Gippsland

SERVICES Australia’s Mo-
bile Service Centre Blue Gum 
is travelling through the South 
Gippsland Shire, offering locals 
easy access to Medicare, Centre-
link, National Disability Insur-
ance Scheme, and Department 
of Veterans’ Affairs services.  

Blue Gum will visit:
Tarwin Lower today (Tues-

day March 19) opposite the 
service station, River Drive 
(9am to 4pm) 

Meeniyan tomorrow 
(Wednesday, March 20) op-
posite Moo’s Café, Whitelaw 
Street (9am to 4pm) 

Mirboo North on Thursday, 
March 21, opposite the shire 
hall, Strzelecki Highway (9am 
to 4pm) 

Leongatha on Friday, March 
22, at the Woolworths car park, 
Smith Street (9am to 4pm) 

Mobile Service Centres are 
20 tonne trucks operated by 
staff from Services Australia, 
providing regional and rural 
Australians with friendly face-
to-face service and tailored 
support. Staff on board this 
trip can help with: 
•	 Centrelink claims, 
•	 Medicare registrations, and 
•	 accessing online services. 

Information about National 
Disability Insurance Scheme 
and Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs programs and support 
services will also be available. 

For more information, go to 
servicesaustralia.gov.au/mob-
ileoffice

Access and inclusion 
advisory committee 

SOUTH Gippsland Shire 
Council is excited to announce 
Expressions of Interest for a 
new Access and Inclusion Ad-
visory Committee is now open.

The formation of this Com-
mittee has come out of the 
South Gippsland Municipal 
Public Health and Wellbeing 
Plan 2022-2025, which priori-
tises actions to ensure equal 
access for our community.

The Access and Inclusion 

Advisory Committee’s first 
priority will be the develop-
ment of a comprehensive 
South Gippsland Access and 
Inclusion Action Plan.

The Committee will be com-
prised of up to 15 members, 
including a minimum of five in-
dividuals who have lived experi-
ence of barriers to access and 
inclusion. It will aim to address 
the unique challenges faced by 
different groups, fostering com-
munities where everyone can 
lead active and engaged lives.

The Committee will provide 
necessary advice to Council on 
issues of access and inclusion, 
promote inclusive practices, 
and contribute to the develop-
ment and implementation of 
policies, strategies and plans. 
Regular Meetings will be held 
at least four times a year to en-
sure an ongoing dialogue.

Council will be hosting five in-
formation sessions across the 
Shire and online during April to 
provide information to commu-
nity members who would like 
to be part of this Committee.

For more information, 
please visit: yoursay.southgi-
ppsland.vic.gov.au/eoi-access-
inclusion-committee

Postal officer  
smelled cannabis

A POSTAL officer at a Latrobe 
Valley post office alerted police 
to “the pungent odour coming 
from a package” that had ar-
rived in a post office box, who 
subsequently found it con-
tained 5gm of cannabis.

The marijuana had been sent 
in a traceable post pack to the 
recipient and police had no 
trouble tracking down the send-
er, a man of no fixed address 
from the Bassd Coast area.

But the court was told that 
nothing nefarious was going on.

The 65-year-old man who sent 
the package was responding 
to a call for help from a friend 
who had recently moved to the 
Latrobe Valley, concerned about 
her mental health without ac-
cess to cannabis. No money was 
paid or received.

The Korumburra Magistrate 

responded with an “adjourned 
undertaking”, effectively tak-
ing no action other than or-
dering the man pay $220 to 
the court fund. The cannabis 
has been forfeited and will be 
destroyed.

Blew .185 at  
Inverloch bottle shop

A 32-year-old Inverloch 
man who was breathalysed 
by police after leaving a drive-
through bottle shop in the 
town ultimately blew .185 and 
lost his licence for 18 months.

The Korumburra Court 
heard that the man had been 
drinking from midday to 8 
o’clock on Saturday, October 
28 last year but he claimed to 
be shocked when he recorded 
such a high reading after being 
picked up by police.

He explained to Magistrate 
O’Donnell that he was tak-
ing serious medication at the 
time, following an operation 
the previous week, and won-
dered if this may have impact-
ed the reading.

“The fact is you had been 
drinking that day and driving,” 
Magistrate O’Donnell said.

The drink-driver had been 
issued with immediate loss of 
licence on the day back in Octo-
ber last year, but Ms O’Donnell 
confirmed the term of loss of li-
cence as 18 months, reminding 
the offender that it wasn’t just a 
matter of starting to drive again 
after the time was up.

He was also fined $600 but 
no conviction was recorded 
against the man because it 
was a first offence, albeit with 
a big reading.

Found stolen  
church pew online

THE observant landlord of a 
Coronet Bay rental property, 
who saw a familiar piece of 
furniture for sale on an online 
marketplace, has had the item 
returned after reporting the 
matter to police.

The Korumburra Court 
heard last week that two co-
accused, one of them the 

18-year-old tenant of the 
house, and her 20-year-old 
partner, believed they had 
been given the all-clear by the 
landlord to dispose of furni-
ture left by a former tenant 
and went ahead and sold some 
bedside tables and chairs.

But when the landlord’s 
own church pew went up for 
sale online, for $300, he saw 
red and called police who ul-
timately located the item, ini-
tially passed on to one person 
and then on-sold to another 
for $250.

There was some confusion, 
however, about whether it 
had been made clear that the 
church pew could be sold by 
the tenants, with the 18-year-
old telling the court, several 
other pews in poor condition, 
had been burnt.

Magistrate Julie O’Donnell 
decided to reinstate an ear-
lier offer of diversion as the 
younger of the offenders had 
no priors and a conviction 
would impact her employment 
prospects.

Broke door getting 
father’s ashes

A 21-year-old local man who 
visited his former home ad-
dress to retrieve his father’s 
ashes, was charged with 
breaking the fly-wire screen 
on the front door during an 
argument with the occupier.

The Korumburra Court was 
told that a claim of $1000, as 
the cost of damage had been 
made to police, but the magis-
trate Julie O’Donnell said she 
had read the file and acknowl-
edged the emotional circum-
stances.

Instead of reinstating a di-
version order, that the man 
had failed to comply with, Ms 
O’Donnell placed the man on 
a good behaviour undertak-
ing, without conviction, and 
ordered he pay $250 to the 
court fund.

The offender told the court 
that he had complied with 
part of the diversion order by 
writing to police to apologise 
for his behaviour.
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and general rubbish removal
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Need to resolve 
a family dispute?

Are you getting the 
outcome you want?
Call our Family Law team 
today
First interview free of charge and 
obligation

Helping clients 
Gippsland wide

Morwell
Sale
Warragul

5133 7788
5144 7788
5622 2387

www.simonparsons.com.au
enquiries@simonparsons.com.au

Authorised by Russell Broadbent MP, Independent Federal Member for Monash, Warragul

46C Albert Street, WARRAGUL VIC 3820
russell.broadbent.mp@aph.gov.au

5623 2064
Russell Broadbent MP

Authorised by Russell Broadbent MP, Independent Federal Member for Monash, WarragulAuthorised by Russell Broadbent MP, Independent Federal Member for Monash, Warragul

Support ourSupport our
farmers infarmers in
Monash andMonash and
buy localbuy local
pproduce.produce.

Leongatha Community Market Inc

THIS SATURDAY
8am – 12.30pm

3-5 Howard Street 
(old Leongatha Primary School grounds)

LB
10

19
-V

6

Please support the fundraiser for  
Sam Fraser’s children, to help cover  
the cost of their care and education.

To donate, go to gofund.me/b6e777cb,  
or search gofundme.com for  
“Caring for Sams Children”.

C A R I N G  F O R  
S A M ’ S  C H I L D R E N

Harmony Week walk to enhance 
the significance of diversity 

BASS Coast Adult Learn-
ing Centre (BCAL) led Mon-
day’s Harmony Week walk to 
emphasise the importance 
of celebrating diversity and 
inclusion in the community. 
Organiser Maddy Harford of 
BCAL deliberated the idea 
of organisations and schools 
coming together to celebrate 
diversity. 

In a collaborative approach 
by BCAL, Refugee Sponsorship 
Group, Multicultural Wom-
en’s Group, Bass Coast Shire 
Council, Bass Coast Reconcili-
ation Group, and Friends of 
the State Coal Mine; together 
they welcomed the community 
to Wishart Reserve, Wonthag-
gi for a Welcome to Country 
smoking ceremony, before 
walking down McBride Avenue 
to Wonthaggi Neighbourhood 
Centre at Mitchell House for a 
multicultural lunch. 

Maddy Harford officially 
thanked the community for 
their attendance, stating the 
significance of bringing some-
thing from their own cultural 
background to the multicul-
tural lunch, and highlighting 
the importance of cultural ex-
change and appreciation.

Maddy then welcomed Bass 
Coast Shire Mayor Cr Clare 
Le Serve for her address. Cr 
Le Serve shared what a great 
gathering of people. “We are 
here for Harmony Day, and 
this coincides with the United 
Nations International Day for 
the Elimination of Racial Dis-
crimination.”

“Harmony Day exists to pro-
mote a singular and unifying 
notion of “Australian-ness” 
within multicultural policy,” 
said Cr Le Serve. 

“We have experienced waves 
of new arrivals over many  

decades. We are a kind and in-
clusive community, and I’d like 
to thank everyone for participat-
ing in this very important day.” 

Moo Kyi and her fam-
ily moved from Thailand to 
Wonthaggi 12 years ago and 
on Monday afternoon, Moo 
shared part of her story, stat-
ing how welcoming the com-
munity at BCAL and Mitchell 
House have been for her and 
her family. 

Moo was a student at BCAL 
where she studied to work in 
Aged Care.

“I have now worked at Rose 
Lodge for the past five years 
and am currently doing fur-
ther study to become a regis-
tered nurse.” 

Moo’s family still take class-
es at BCAL twice a week, and 
Moo is a member of the Mul-
ticultural Women’s Group at 
Wonthaggi Neighbourhood 
Centre at Mitchell House 
where the group welcome 

women of all cultures to join 
each Thursday morning from 
10.30am until 12.30pm. 

“Harmony Week is about 
bringing our cultures togeth-
er,” says Moo. 

Stella Hitchin’s of the Men’s 
Shed led the walk with fel-
low community members and 
shared how grateful she is to 
be a part of a town that wel-
comes refugees. 

“We have two refugee fami-
lies that are a part of the lo-
cal Wonthaggi Harvest Centre, 
and together they share their 
culture, their food and their 
stories, and it’s wonderful to 
see our community embrace 
them,” said Stella. 

The ABC Back Roads pro-
gram presented by journalist 
Heather Ewart were filming 
in Wonthaggi and may present 
the Harmony Week celebra-
tion as part of their story on 
migrants, among other narra-
tives.

Celebrate in orange
Harmony Week is a celebration 

that recognises our diversity and 
brings together Australians from 
all different backgrounds. It’s 
about inclusiveness, respect and 
a sense of belonging for everyone. 

You can wear orange to show 
your support, or you can attend 
a Harmony Week event.

There will be plenty of celebra-
tions occurring across the dis-
tricts as schools, kinders and 
daycares dress in orange and 
host special events for students.

Events: 
Thursday, March 21 at 

10.30am: Salami Making the 
Traditional Way at Korum-
burra Library

Thursday, March 21 at 4pm: 
Painting Music at Inverloch Li-
brary

Saturday, March 23 at 11am: 
Author Talk with Joyce Agee at 
Wonthaggi Library

THE BLOCK is in full swing 
on Phillip Island and local 
people and businesses are 
reaping the economic ben-
efits from the channel nine 
show. 

While the value of the cash 
injection into the area can 
only be guessed at, for three 
to four months, 60 perma-
nent film crew are staying on 
the Island, local trades are 
being employed and agree-
ments with local services and 
businesses have been made. 

Cast and crew have booked 
out the islands accommoda-
tion, including camera opera-
tors, sound assists, runners, 
admin and executive produc-
ers as well as hosts Scott 
Cam, Shelley Craft and judge 
Shaynna Blaze. 

In addition to this, 57 film 
crew stayed on Phillip Island 
for two days while making the 
official promo for The Block.

The promo showcases the 
Island at two locations – the 
National Vietnam Veterans 
Museum and Berry’s Beach 
and will air six weeks before 
the show kicks off. 

“I feel like we’ve had the 
warmest welcome that we’ve 
ever had anywhere making 
the show on Phillip Island,” 
said Julian Cress, executive 
producer and creator of The 
Block. 

“We’re going to ensure that 
the program focuses on many 

local attractions and busi-
nesses.”

The Block have made official 
deals with local business and 
franchises including Island 
Building Hire, Flooring Ex-
tra, Tyde, Linen House, Flow-
ers of Phillip Island, Offshore 
Design, Turn The Page Book-
shop, Reece, Aldi, and Mitre 
10, with more being added in 
the coming weeks.

Challenges that occur within 
the show, will also take place 
at tourist attractions around 
the Island, with locations still 
being locked in. 

“We’ve partnered up with a 
lot of really interesting local 
businesses, local artists and 
community groups to work 

with us on doing those chal-
lenges,” said Julian.  

“I believe that will really help 
the audience get an under-
standing of what a wonderful, 
diverse community there is 
on the island, and how many 
great attractions there are for 
people who haven’t visited 
Phillip Island yet.”

The main building group 
are Nine In Six who have sub-
contracted to nearly ten local 
trades. 

Of the five houses that are 
being built, all have local 
trades working with them as 
well and contestants are en-
couraged to use local trades 
and services when and where 
they can. 

Contestants are also en-
couraged to shop locally, and 
the crew are encouraged to 
dine out at local restaurants.

Host, Scott Cam, has already 
sampled the cuisine at Saltwa-
ter in Newhaven, and Cowes 
restaurants Pino Trattoria, 
Grenache, Hotel Phillip Island 
and Wing Lock Chinese.

“There’s a real level of ex-
citement amongst our crew 
for the time that they’re 
spending, living and working 
on Phillip Island. Everybody’s 
so far really enjoying meeting 
people in the local communi-
ty. We’re hoping to return that 
favour by making a really suc-
cessful show that delivers lots 
of tourism for Phillip Island,” 
explained Julian. 

The Block’s social media 
pages includes 348,000 Insta-
gram followers and 710,000 
Facebook followers and will 
be a billboard for Phillip Is-
land with daily posts once the 
show starts and sponsor Do-
main will be running content 
on their platforms as well. 

Once aired The Block goes 
to 170 countries around the 
world and gets dubbed into 
many different languages. 

“I think Phillip Island will 
find that there’ll be many 
tourists coming to stay come 
from some very far flung 
countries around the world 
because they watched it on 
The Block,” said Julian.

The Block brings huge cash injection to the Island

The Block has started filming on Phillip Island and 
Executive Producer and The Block Creator Julian Cress 
said they’ve had the warmest welcome they’ve received from 
anywhere, from people on the Island. 

The community gathered at Wishart Reserve, Wonthaggi for the Welcome to Country 
smoking ceremony. Z04_1224
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Visit basscoast.vic.gov.au/whichbin 
to find out more

Old clothing, 
shoes, bedding 
and textiles go 
in your 
Landfill bin

The session, lasting approximately one hour, offers a unique “on the 
couch” experience, providing an informal yet informative setting 
where you can engage directly with Mayor Cr Clare Le Serve, 
current ward councillors and members of Council’s Governance 
Team. This is a perfect opportunity to ask questions, seek advice, 
and understand the crucial role of a councillor.

Are you considering representing your community in this 
year’s council elections?

We invite you to attend one of our comprehensive Councillor 
Information Sessions, designed to equip potential candidates 
with essential knowledge and insights into the responsibilities and 
rewards of being a councillor. The next session is being held:

Councillor 
Information Session

Tuesday, 26 March, 6.00pm -7.00pm
Wonthaggi Town Hall, 14 Baillieu Street East

If you can give, please give where you live.  
www.bccf.org.au

Making a real difference 
in the lives of people 

across Bass Coast.

HELLO Bass Coast 
Over the last week I 

participated in many 
events including a visit 
to the Anderson Street 
site where Council is 
doing great work to im-
prove the playground 
and other facilities. It 
was wonderful to see 
how community in-
fluenced the design of 
this project and how 
valuable your contri-
butions are.

I encourage you all 
to have your say on 
what we do across our 
region. Please visit En-
gage Bass Coast to help 
shape our community.

The designs of our 
four new playspaces 
being constructed this 
year are due to input 
from the community. 
Playspaces have an im-
portant role in keeping 
our youngest people 
active and engaged in 
play but also form an 
essential social con-
nection and meeting 
point for families at 
a time in their lives 
where emotional well-
being is critical.

On Thursday night a 
passionate community 
panel came together at 
Newhaven to co-design 
the upcoming engage-
ment for the future of 
Graydens Reserve. It 
was great to hear so 
many wonderful ideas 
and we look forward to 
the wider community 
engagement later in the 
year to hear from more 
voices on this popular 

reserve.
Open for feedback 

right now is our Hous-
ing and Neighbour-
hood Character Study 
and Housing Strategy. 
We are all aware now 
of the growth our area 
will experience over 
the coming years.  This 
strategy aims to con-
serve the character of 
our neighbourhoods 
and towns that we are 
all so connected to. 
Also open for feedback 
now is our Fair Access 
Policy which aims to 
ensure equality across 
sporting clubs. 

I wrote last week 
about the Internation-
al Women’s Day event 
where we heard from 
women in sport. The 
benefits of physical ex-
ercise and being part of 
a team was a big part of 
their conversation that 
day. We need to break 
down these barriers 
for women and every-
one to participate in 
sport. As playgrounds 
connect our children 
and their parents, our 
sporting clubs can 
connect all of us. The 
Fair Access Policy also 
calls for women to be 
equally represented 
at a leadership level 
within community 
sports clubs. We want 
to understand your ex-
perience of community 
sport.

I look forward to 
seeing how we can all 
shape the future of 
Bass Coast.

Mayor’s 
Message

Cr Clare
Le Serve 

PHILLIP Island Nature Parks has 
been praised for putting up a bigger, 
clearer warning sign at the entrance to 
the deadly Forrest Caves Beach, ahead 
of the March long weekend.

Although the new sign doesn’t actu-
ally carry any authorisation from PINP.

And the various foreshore manage-
ment agencies got together, we’re told, 
to position Variable Message Signs 
(VMS) for visitors as they arrived in 
the area, warning about the risks that 
exist at local surf beaches.

That’s good.
But the agencies stopped well short 

of what they have been directed to do.
This is what it says in the 2019 ‘Bass 

Coast Shire Coastal Risk Assessment’ 
report, the key planning document 
developed for local foreshore man-
agement agencies, including the Bass 
Coast Shire Council, Parks Victoria 
and PINP under the Surf Life Saving 
Australia ‘Beach Drowning Black Spot 

Reduction Program’ funded by the 
Australian Government:

“One key risk treatment strategy 
proposed for all sites is signage and 
this report strongly recommends a 
Shire-wide uniform signage strategy. 
Used on public land specific to aquatic 
recreation drowning and injury event 
minimisation; it should be implement-
ed in a coordinated and consistent 
manner.”

Key words: uniform, consistent. 
There’s no wriggle room there!

So, when the new sign went up at 
Forrest Caves, that same sign should 
have gone up at all similar sites, in-
cluding the place where a man in his 
20s drowned at Kilcunda while trying 
to recover his sunglasses in the surf, 
on Friday, January 12.

Bass Coast Mayor Cr Clare Le Serve 
applauded the efforts of foreshore 
managers and the community to re-
spond to the tragic incidents.

“Knowing it was a long weekend and 
a heatwave, you may have noticed ad-
ditional signage and communications 
around beach safety,” said Bass Coast 
Mayor Cr Clare Le Serve.

“This will continue. With the Easter 
period not that far away, you may no-
tice ramped up campaigns about how 
to stay safe at the beach and around 
heat health.

“I’d like to thank all our partners, 
including Phillip Island Nature Parks, 
Parks Victoria, Life Saving Victoria, 
other councils and of course the me-
dia and community organisations and 
individuals for helping spread the 
word on these important issues.

“Together, let’s ensure everyone can 
enjoy their days away and go home 
with lovely memories for generations 
to come.”

They might continue the response by 
putting up those large, clear messages 
at other beaches around the coast.

Still no consistency on beach warning signs

‘No wards for Bass Coast’, says Cr Ellis
BASS Coast Shire Councillor Geoff El-

lis was the only person who requested 
to be heard at an online public hearing 
last Thursday into the future structure of 
electorates (wards) in Bass Coast.

But he conceded, after the hearing, that 
his proposal for a wardless shire, that is 
one where all nine councillors represent 
the whole shire, is unlikely to get up.

“They said it was outside the scope of 
their review. They’re only looking at the 
two models they’ve published, both with 
three wards like we have now but with 
boundary changes.

“I basically reinforced what I said in 
my submission, that any way they try 
to divide up the shire will disadvantage 
someone and in the case of Phillip Island 
in particular, their voting power will be 
severely impacted,” said Cr Ellis.

“The stated intent of the VEC bound-
ary review is to ensure that each vote is 
of equal value. This time round that can 
only be achieved by removing the bound-
aries entirely to create one Bass Coast 
ward with nine councillors,” said Cr Ellis 
in his submission.

“The last review achieved an equitable 
result in terms of number of voters per 
councillor, but it created a geographic 
imbalance in the connection and com-
munity of purpose across Western Port 
Ward.

“Any redrawing of the current bound-

aries or even changing the number of 
wards to any number other than one will 
accentuate that geographic imbalance.”

He said the size of the Western Port 
Ward, nearly double the area of the other 
two, made funding for such things as 
community hall maintenance a problem, 
with Westernport Ward having almost 
three times the number of halls as the 
other wards.

Cr Ellis said he probably favoured 
Model One, as the best of a bad lot, put-
ting the whole of Phillip Island together 
in one ward, because while it devalued 
the Island vote, people on the Island 

already contacted one of the Island Ward 
Councillors, even if they were actually 
lived in Western Port.

“There’s an overwhelming community 
of interest there, but it means you’ll po-
tentially have 15,839 voters on the Island 
voting for three councillors while only 
12,291 in Western Port also get three 
councillors. It’s nowhere near ‘one vote 
one value,” he said.

Local government activist Graham 
Jolly claimed in his submission to the 
VEC that it would be fairer to have four 
councillors representing Phillip Island 
and five representing Western Port (3) 
and Bunurong (2).

Phillip Island resident Natasha Cres-
tani made a submission that also sup-
ported Model 1 for having the whole of 
Phillip Island together in one ward, not 
divided between Western Port and Island 
wards.

“Could we please join Sunderland Bay/
Surf Beach and surrounding with the Is-
land Ward please. Sunderland Bay/Surf 
Beach issues are specific and distinct to 
Grantville’s issues for example. The rep-
resenting councillors for what is called 
Western Port usually do not live on the 
Island, are is not properly across the is-
sues here,” she said.

The opportunity for feedback has 
closed and the VEC is expected to an-
nounce its decision soon.

Geoff Ellis, seen here with 
colleague Brett Tessari, was the only 
councillor to make a submission into 
a review of Bass Coast shire voting 
and representation, and to speak at 
a public hearing last Thursday.
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A DECISION has been made to protect 
open space in Inverloch’s Ruttle Estate 
subdivision from development.

Residents have been speaking out against 
potential developments to preserve the wet-
lands for six years, and the Victorian Civil 
Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) opted to 
refuse the owners’ development applica-
tion last week.

Agreeing with Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil and Residents and Friends of Ruttle 
Estate (RaFoRE), VCAT decided that any 
proposed use and development of the land 
for a single dwelling would contravene the 
obligations in the Section 173 Agreement.

The agreement was entered into by the 
developer of the subdivision and sets out 
conditions on the landholder, including 
allowing and enabling access to the land 
and maintaining the area to protect and 
enhance any native vegetation and fauna.

The VCAT finding emphasised the ap-
proval of the original subdivision, which 
is located considerable distance outside 
of the Inverloch town boundary, was fa-
cilitated by an amendment to the planning 
scheme and that this agreement was pre-
pared to ensure the ongoing maintenance 
and conservation of the reserve and wet-
lands to be maintained in perpetuity by the 
owner as a nature reserve and wetland.

RaFoRE chair Cait McMahon was pleased 
with the decision.

“We understand that council is in the 
process of considering a planning permit 
application for a dwelling on the northern 
part of the Reserve (lot 29),” she said.

“Given the recent VCAT findings, along 
with council’s legal submissions that deem 
the construction of a dwelling on either lot 
to not be in accordance with the planning 
scheme, we cannot see a situation where 
this application could be approved.” 

VCAT sides with Ruttle 
Estate residents

RESIDENTS have expressed 
their concerns about the im-
pact that the new development 
in their Corinella neighbour-
hood is going to make, directly 
identifying the safety issues, 
infrastructure problems, and 
the loss of character with the 
once rural township. 

Duncan Watkins has lived 
in Bass Coast for over 40 
years and is worried about the 
town’s unique identity being 
lost, and his neighbour Jacky 
Veltman – a Corinella resident 
for the past 20 plus years has 
highlighted the lack of safety 
for new families. 

Together the neighbours 
have assembled to raise their 
concerns about the absence of 
public transport and even the 
limited footpaths for families 
to safely walk to the foreshore 
and to and from school. 

“Over-development on sub-
divided blocks will change the 
character of the place,” said 
Duncan.

“As a community we need to 
speak up and emphasise the 
need to preserve open space 
and historical significance in 
our town.” 

The main subject of interest 
is the proposed planning per-
mits for Hamilton Street, Cori-
nella. 

The first sub-division, 2-4 
Hamilton Street is at planning 
stage with a proposal to sub-
divide the land into six lots. 

The subsequent block is 6 
Hamilton Street – with a pro-
spective sub-division of three 
homes, and thirdly, 8 Hamilton 
Street - also proposing a fur-
ther three homes.

“That’s 12 houses on three 
blocks,” said Jacky.

“Not to mention the lack of 
carparks – these streets are 
not wide enough to have resi-
dents and visitors lining the 
curb. This is a fishing commu-
nity, the vessels need sufficient 
space – it’s an accident waiting 
to happen,” Jacky accentuated. 

Jacky, Duncan and his wife 
Sandy Watkins with neighbour 
Anne Caulfield requested the 
Bass Coast Shire Council to 
address this issue – with Depu-
ty Mayor Cr Rochelle Halstead 
visiting the address to see the 
issue firsthand. 

Anne shared that they are not 
asking council to stop devel-
opment altogether, we’re just  

asking for them to put a stop to 
over-developing sub-divisions. 

Anne wrote to council stating 
that the proposal of 2-4 Hamil-
ton Street, Corinella needs fur-
ther alternatives. 

“Corinella has no public 
transport and the outcome of 
this is that all homes have two 
cars at least, depending on 
how many people are in each 
location! Then, some residents 
have boats and caravans!”

In this proposal, there is no 
thought given to the housing 
of these additions!  In nearby 
Heritage Bay and Moorhouse 
Street, extra vehicles are per-
manently parked on roadway/
nature strips. 

“I would like the planning 
team to consider that this de-
velopment should be a total of 
four larger allotments to cater 
for this,” said Anne. 

“Hamilton Street is a through 
road and is already very busy 
for a country road, catering 
for many pedestrians, with no 
footpaths! I am unable to sup-
port this plan as it is.” 

The Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil have recently released their 
Neighbourhood Character 
Study and Housing Strategy to 
help manage housing growth 
within the shire over the next 
15 years and these residents 
are urging their community to 
stand up and have their say. 

There is then the removal of 
native vegetation, that Jacky 

expressed is devasting.
“We worry about the trees – 

also a part of the rural feel – 
what about the lorikeets nest-
ing, the magpies, noisy miners 
and wood ducks that nest here 
every year – the removal of na-
tive vegetation is just changing 
the distinctive landscape of Co-
rinella.” 

Jacky shared that she moved 
to Corinella for the rural ap-
peal.

“There is no consideration 
for those who have lived here 
for 20, 30 and 40 plus years.”

Cr Rochelle Halstead shared 
that it was lovely to have met 
residents in Hamilton Street to 
discuss their concerns with de-
velopment in their street.

“Planning is heavily regu-
lated by state government leg-
islation and since my election 
I have been advocating for a 
Bass Coast Shire local Housing 
Strategy and Neighbourhood 
Character Study to provide 
Council with some tools to pro-
tect neighbourhood character 
that currently has little to no 
protection,” Cr Halstead says. 

“These two policies were 
held up while council awaited 
the outcome of the state gov-
ernment Distinctive Area and 
Landscape Policy that has still 
not been finalised by the minis-
ter,” she said.

“Thankfully, council officers 
have been doing the work 
alongside the DAL in order that 

these documents will be ready 
to go.”

Cr Halstead addressed the 
lack of affordable housing in 
the shire, and said council 
adopted a higher level of of-
ficer delegation to streamline 
planning by now requiring 
15 objections before an ap-
plication can be presented to 
council.  This, alongside the 
changes to state government 
legislation has seen a signifi-
cant reduction in planning ap-
plications being presented to 
council.

“I will continue to advocate 
for the continued work and 
eventual adoption of the Hous-
ing Strategy and Neighbour-
hood Character Study that I 
see as two crucial documents 
that will outline the distinct 
characteristics of our towns 
and provide the tools to protect 
them.”

In the Neighbour Character 
Study, Hamilton Street, Co-
rinella falls under ‘Minimal - 
Coastal Contemporary’ which 
outlines that subdivision and 
multi-dwelling developments 
will be discouraged. 

The character study is open 
for public consultation on the 
Bass Coast Engage website 
until March 24. Find out what 
is proposed for your property 
at  Neighbourhood Character 
Study and Housing Strategy | 
Engage Bass Coast and have 
your say!

The changing character 
of Corinella, they say

Corinella residents Jacky Veltman, Sandy and Duncan Watkins and Anne Caulfied 
request the Bass Coast Shire to stop over-development in Corinella Z01_1224 

THEY’VE waited and waited and now it 
seems the residents of Inverloch have wait-
ed too long for the Bass Coast Shire Council 
to complete the remainder of the ‘Inverloch 
Shared Pathway’ beyond Ozone Street.

The issue was the subject of a question to 
council recently by Terry Parkin that it was 
was unable to secure consents and permits 
from authorities for a similar treatment for 
the path between Ozone and Goroke streets.

“This has resulted in the 3b section be-
ing limited to construction within the road 
reserve and reducing the amount of design 
options available to Council.”

The council’s Engage Bass Coast web-
site offers further information: “Due to the 
extensive erosion impacting the Inverloch 
coast and State Government led work to 
manage erosion in this area, it is no longer 
an option to remove vegetation. As we are 
unable to remove any further vegetation out-
side of the road reserve there is not enough 
space to allow for a path, parking and two-
way traffic.”

So what now? Residents are threatening 
to call a meeting over Easter and asking 
councillors along (in an election year) to 
provide the answers.

Inverloch residents 
restless about path
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The largest range of custom made 
curtains+blinds+shutters+outdoor

dc+b Wonthaggi
under new management 
21 Murray St, Wonthaggi
Ph. 5672 291515% off cellular 

blind sale on now!
+save on your energy bills
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21 Murray St, Wonthaggi
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Coastal Independence & Mobility

Phone 5977 5110
Now at 62-64 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi

Visit our website www.coastim.com.au

We are a D.V.A. 
approved supplier

Venture out 
on all terrains

Aspire Vogue 
Adventure Walker

• Heavy duty frame
• Large mul� -terrain wheels for 

durability and stability on and off  road
• Ergonomic hand brakes

Venture out 
on all terrains

Adventure Walker
• Large mul� -terrain wheels for 

durability and stability on and off  road

Growing suburbs fund transforming 
San Remo & Wonthaggi

THE Victorian Government 
is delivering essential infra-
structure for regional com-
munities with investments 
provided through the Grow-
ing Suburbs Fund. The Grow-
ing Suburbs Fund is a $435 
million investment over nine 
years in critical local infra-
structure and is helping local 
communities thrive.

Jordan Crugnale, Mem-
ber for Bass was recently in 
San Remo to acknowledge 
the start of works for the 
$617,000 Anderson Street 
Reserve Open Space Mas-
ter Plan project, funded in 
partnership by the Victorian 
Government ($517,000) and 
Bass Coast Shire Council 
($100,000). The Anderson 
Street Reserve Master Plan 
project will develop the green-
field site to meet the active 
and passive recreation needs 
of the growing San Remo com-
munity. Catering to the whole 
community, the plan includes 
a play-space, universal fit-
ness area, rotunda, plantings 
for shade, accessible park-
ing, and pathways to link the 
space together.

In addition to this, works to 
transform the historic Won-
thaggi Railway Precinct have 
commenced which will make 
the area and adjacent muse-
um a focal point for the popu-
lar Bass Coast Rail Trail. The 
Bass Coast Rail Trail Won-
thaggi Precinct project will 
support the local community 

and visitors by enhancing the 
precinct and providing oppor-
tunities to learn and share the 
community’s rich history.

The project will transform 
the platform and museum 
entry creating an outdoor un-
dercover community and ex-
hibition space. The new space 
will be able to be experienced 
as a static display, provid-
ing the local community new 
opportunities to share their 
history. Other works include 
replacing concrete planks for 
the retaining walls and glaz-
ing the entire platform for 
community use and includes 
a new entrance.

This project is supported by 
a $388,000 contribution from 
the Victorian Government’s 
2022-23 Growing Suburbs 

Fund and $50,000 from Bass 
Coast Shire Council.

The Victorian Government’s 
Growing Suburbs Fund sup-
ports local community con-
nections and services, help-
ing communities thrive and 
adapt to change. Since its 
establishment in 2015, the 
program has supported 346 
projects representing a to-
tal infrastructure investment 
of $1.227 billion and has 
created more than 11,340 
jobs. The 2022-23 Growing 
Suburbs Fund is assisting 
other Bass Coast Shire proj-
ects such as the Bass Coast 
Rail Trail Wonthaggi Pre-
cinct ($388,000) and Rhyll 
Foreshore Playspace Stage 2 
works ($235,000).

Other Growing Suburbs 

Fund projects funded include 
the Cowes Cultural and Com-
munity Centre, Guide Park 
Regional Playspace in Won-
thaggi and the Inverloch to 
Wonthaggi Trail.

“The Anderson Street Re-
serve Master Plan project will 
develop the greenfield site to 
meet the active and passive 
recreation needs of the grow-
ing San Remo community 
which is great news for locals 
and visitors alike,” Member 
for Bass Jordan Crugnale 
said.

“The Wonthaggi Precinct 
works will create greater con-
nections and social cohesion 
between Wonthaggi’s estab-
lished population, younger 
residents and visitors to the 
region.”

Mark Robertson (Vice President & Curator of objects), Fay Quilford (President of Wonthaggi 
& District Historical Society), Clare Le Serve (Mayor of Bass Coast Shire Council), Jordan 
Crugnale MP for Bass, Abbas Niazi (senior Project Manager BCSC) and Dom O’Connor 
(Project Manager TS Constructions) outside the Wonthaggi Railway Precinct.

Phillip Island humming with The Block’s input
THE 20th anniversary edi-

tion of Channel Nine’s hit 
reality show The Block isn’t 
due to air until early August 
but it’s already in full swing 
on Phillip Island.

It’s been a case of spot-
the-celebrity for weeks 
at cafés, restaurants and 
shops in and around Cowes 
in particular as contestants, 
the returning stars includ-
ing Scott Cam and Shelley 
Craft, and the crew get out 
and about during the hectic 
work schedule going on up 
there in Justice Road at the 
moment.

Hadyn, one of the people 
yet to be officially revealed as 
a contestant, was more than 
happy to have a chat with lo-
cals while shopping for sup-
plies up at Aldi last week.

“Yeah, it’s pretty hectic. 
Sixteen-hour days aren’t 
unusual. There’s a lot going 
on,” he told fellow shoppers 
outside the store, happy to 
pose for a selfie photo and 
enthusiastic in his praise 
for how welcoming the local 
community has been.

“Yeah, it’s been great, ev-
eryone has been super 
friendly.”

It’s typical of the happy en-
counters lots of people have 
been reporting as filming 
and a power of work goes on 
at the site and around the 
region.

News from the site is that 
they have almost completely 
redeveloped the four town-
houses and main residence 
of the former Island Cove 
Villas, allegedly purchased 

for a tick under $9 million, 
into a project that is totally 
unrecognisable, but with 
the communal pool, tennis 
courts and some other fa-
cilities remaining.

A crane has been perma-
nently located on the site for 
the past few weeks, with lo-
cal tradies scratching their 
heads about the daily cost 
of such equipment.

This week, sometime, 
we’re told the contestants 
and stars will be hosted by 
Phillip Island Nature Parks 
at the world-famous Phil-
lip Island Penguin Parade, a 
great chance from some na-
tionwide publicity when the 
show hits our TV screens, 
likely after the Paris Olym-
pics (also on Nine) which 
closes on Sunday, August 11.

He’s ‘Haydn’ from Channel 
Nine hit reality show, 
The Block, but outside of 
Phillip Island, he’s not yet 
a household name but come 
August this year, when the 
Cowes-based show goes to 
air, Haydn and the Island 
will be splashed across out 
TV screens for weeks.

Cut’em down, says Cr Halstead
AFTER personal experience with the 

safety (or otherwise) of the old pine trees 
in the San Remo CDB, Cr Rochelle Hal-
stead will move a Notice of Motion at this 
Wednesday’s council meeting pursuing 
options for removing dangerous trees.

Among other things, Cr Halstead wants 
a report to council which reviews the con-
dition of the trees, options for their re-
moval and the possible use of timber in 
the San Remo structure plan.

Petition puts ‘play’  
pressure on Council

AN 86-signature strong petition, signed 
by permanent residents, holiday home 
owners and visitors of Cape Woolamai, to 
be tabled at this week’s council meeting 
seeks to put pressure on Council over the 
lack of open space for recreation in the 
settlement.

“The permanent population of Cape 
Woolamai is 2301, which includes 583 
families. Or 24.7 per cent of the popula-
tion, being some 568 people, are under 
the age of 19,” they say in the petition.

“This is the highest percentage of resi-
dents under 19 in the shire, however, 
Cape Woolamai provides only one play 
space for these 2301 people. This is less 
than half the playspace to population ratio 
of any other area of Bass Coast Shire, de-
spite the area having the highest propor-
tion of young people.

Not over yet for Sunderland Bay
THE council might have stuffed up on the 

$35 million road and drainage improve-
ment scheme for the whole of Surf Beach 
and Sunderland Bay but now residents of 
some of the busier streets are looking for a 
piecemeal approach.

They’ve petitioned this week’s council 
meeting asking for council to prioritise The 
Esplanade Sunderland Bay for appropri-
ate road sealing and drainage project as 
too have the residents abutting Tolley Av-
enue, Surf Beach.

The residents of Dunvegan Crescent, 
Surf Beach would also like their street to 
be sealed but unlike the others, they’re not 
offering a ‘user pays’ contribution.

Don’t hold your breath waiting for action.

Permanent one-way for Cowes
THE Bass Coast Shire Council is set to 

make one-way traffic along The Esplanade, 
right and left from the end of Thompson 
Avenue, at the Jetty Triangle end, a perma-
nent feature of the town.

And one-way traffic along the lower end 
of Thompson Avenue itself might not be far 
away.

The one-way section of The Esplanade 
east, between Thompson Avenue and Bass 
Avenue has already been embraced as a 
good idea by the community and it will be 
interesting to see how travelling one way 
works on the other side, between Thomp-
son Avenue and Warley Avenue.

However, while making Thompson Av-
enue one way, from Chapel Street down 
was adopted in 2022 as part of the Cowes 
Streetscape Master Plan, there is no indi-
cation when that might eventuate.

COUNCIL BRIEFS
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AUSNET has announced it will 
provide hardship grants for eligi-
ble AusNet residential and busi-
ness customers who were with-
out power as a result of severe 
weather events on Tuesday Feb-
ruary 13 and Thursday February 
22, 2024, as part of its Energy 
Resilience Community Fund.

Grants of $300 are being 
made available to cover losses 
that households experienced 
when refrigerated goods be-
came spoiled due to power out-
ages caused by the storms. No 
proof of loss is required. Grants 
are available to households who 
were without power for more 
than 72 hours but are not eli-
gible for a Prolonged Power Out-
age Payment (PPOP) because 
their power was restored within 
a week. Proof of financial hard-
ship can be verified simply with 
a healthcare or pension card. 

Businesses grants of up to 
$5000 are available to those 

small business who can provide 
proof of specific loss. If busi-
nesses have received a PPOP, 
then they are eligible for the dif-
ference between the PPOP and 
the amount of loss incurred, up 
to the maximum grant amount 
(typically around $2,000).

AusNet CEO, David Smales, 
said he has been struck by the 
strength of the community dur-
ing the biggest storms ever ex-
perienced across the network 
last month.

“I know that recovery is still 
very challenging for some and 
with the cost of living being as 
it is, we wanted to do more to 
help people get back on their 
feet,” said Mr Smales.

AusNet’s $10 million Energy 
Resilience Fund has already 
commenced the distribution 
of funds, with some of the first 
beneficiaries including the 
Gippsland Emergency Relief 
Fund and food security charity 

Sale Food Support Inc.
AusNet has donated $100,000 

to the Gippsland Emergency 
Relief Fund (GERF), which has 
been supporting the region after 
natural disasters for more than 
four decades.

AusNet will also provide funding 
for the purchase of a refrigerated 
food transport van to help Sale 
Food Support Inc supply fresh 
food to more Wellington Shire 
families and individuals in need. 
This will allow the safe transport 
of perishable food such as meat 
and dairy products to families in 
Sale and surrounding areas.

AusNet is also continuing to 
develop other elements of its 
Energy Resilience Community 
Fund, with further work un-
derway to identify community 
infrastructure and resilience 
projects, and small business 
resilience projects. Further in-
formation on the application 
process for resilience projects 

will be available in April and lo-
cal government and community 
groups can register their inter-
est by emailing ERCF@ausnet-
services.com.au.

“We are committed to helping 
communities get back on their 
feet in the short term, but we 
also recognise the importance 
of working with local govern-
ments and their communities 
to strengthen community infra-
structure and businesses and 
help ensure they are better pre-
pared to withstand future weath-
er events,” Mr Smales, said.

Financial hardship grants will 
be open until April 30, 2024. 
Further information, includ-
ing detailed eligibility criteria 
and how to apply, is available 
on AusNet’s website: ausnet-
services.com.au/ERCF. Eligible 
customers will also be directly 
sent an SMS over the coming 
days to alert them to availability 
of the grants.

GIPPSLANDERS neighbouring 
renewable energy projects will 
have their views sidelined under 
new planning powers announced 
by the State Government.

Under these changes any renew-
able energy project, no matter how 
small, will be declared a “signifi-
cant economic development” and 
able to gain planning approval in 
as little as four months under the 
Government’s Development Facili-
tation Program (DFP).

The Nationals Member for 
Gippsland South Danny O’Brien 
said the changes represent a des-
perate attempt to silence regional 
voices and get the State Govern-
ment’s failing energy program 
back on track.

“The changes announced include 
removing the planning panel pro-
cess as well as third-party appeals 
at VCAT,” Mr O’Brien said.

“It was only by a community 
group taking the proposed Alber-
ton wind farm to VCAT that sig-
nificant failures by the proponent 
and the government were revealed. 
That avenue is now being removed 
and consultation trashed.

“I am very concerned that this 
process is deliberately designed 
to silence regional voices when it 
comes to controversial wind or so-
lar projects in rural areas.

“We are talking about projects 
that could see the construction 
of 250-metre-tall turbines within 
two kilometres of your home. 
Communities impacted by these 
projects should not be given less 
say in them.

“It is astounding to me that the 
Premier is actively promoting 
these changes and touting the 
reduction of third-party input 
as a positive.

“What happened to consult-
ing regional communities? What 
happened to ensuring social li-
cence for the energy transition?”

Mr O’Brien said he is not op-
posed to renewable energy proj-
ects but that they need to be 
properly planned and imple-
mented in consultation with lo-
cal communities. 

“Since 2014 the State Govern-
ment has removed local coun-
cils planning powers for renew-
able energy, halved the buffer 
zone between wind turbines and 
homes while also banning wind 
farms from Melbourne and city 
playgrounds like the Yarra Val-
ley, Bellarine Peninsula and 
Bass Coast.

“Once again, this is a decision 
of a city-centric Government 
to suit its own political agenda 
while silencing the voice of re-
gional communities.”

State Government 
slammed for sidelining 

regional voices on 
renewable energy

THE ONCE perfect greens of 
Mirboo North golf course and 
picturesque fairways lined with 
majestic, towering gums has 
been altered into an unrecogni-
sable graveyard of trees. 

Over 550 natives on the course 
were blown over, had limbs 
ripped off or were completely 
uprooted during the destructive 
February storm.

Massive stumps, branches, 
sticks and leaves litter the fair-
ways in mountains of green waste, 
and bare patches of ground can 
be seen in many places. 

It could be weeks if not months 
before the course is declared 
safe, cleaned up and is ready for 
teeing off once again.

“It’s a bit devastating,” said 
Robert Clark, President of the 
Golf Club. 

Robert immediately called 
in a local contractor to help 
remove the biggest of the gum 
trees that had crashed onto the 
course, to try and protect the 
grass as much as possible. 

Both the fourteenth and seven-
teenth greens sustained major 
damage and many club members 
spent hours clearing and remov-
ing trees, branches and debris. 

Robert suggested the seven-
teenth green has been so badly 
damaged that in the worst case 
scenario it may need to be rebuilt, 
but that is yet to be ascertained. 

Many of the Golf Club members 
are keen to get on the course and 
help with the clean-up, however 
that has to wait until the whole 
area has been declared safe.

The course is partly owned by 
the club itself with the majority 
of the land being leased from the 
South Gippsland Shire Council.

There are dangerous hanging 
branches and unstable trees, 
and the Shire are, according to 
Robert, putting out tenders this 
week for contractors to do some 
of this work.

Following a declaration of 
safety, the members and others 
can also start to help out. 

Support from golf clubs in West 
and South Gippsland has been of-
fered, from help with the clean up 

to opening their courses for free to 
Mirboo North Golf Club members 
until the course reopens. 

The Trafalgar golf club are 
also running a play day fund-
raiser for the sporting commu-
nity of Mirboo North. 

Robert commented they are 
trying to maintain the grounds 
as much as possible with ir-
rigation still going to keep it 
green in the drier weather.

He has some concerns that win-
ter may also see some unstable 
trees topple during the wetter 
conditions and is wary that it may 

take quite a bit of time before the 
course will be thriving once again.

The Golf Club house roof will 
also need repairing as the tin 
was lifted up in sections dur-
ing the storm and battens have 
become wet and spongy, which 
will need replacing. 

Fortunately, all other infra-
structure at the club, besides 
some laser lights, remains in-
tact and undamaged. 

Robert is considering starting 
Friday night meals at the Club 
again to raise some funds until 
the course can be reopened again. 

Financial hardship grants available for AusNet customers

Course closed at Mirboo North

Robert Clark, President of the Mirboo North Golf club said the damage to the course is devas-
tating. ob05_1224
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COUNCIL MEETINGS

Wednesday 20 March 2.00pm 
(Council Chambers, Leongatha)

Dates are also listed on Council’s website at:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/meeting-
dates

To watch the ‘open’ part of the meeting live or 
when it suits you, visit:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/live

Please contact the Governance Team for 
questions about Council Meetings

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Looking for a new job? We might have the 
perfect position for you!

Check out our current vacant positions here:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
vacantpositions

South Gippsland Shire Council News

NETWORK OUTAGE REVIEW PANEL

The Network Outage Review panel will be at the 
Baromi Centre, 38 Couper Street, Mirboo North on:
• Saturday 23 March and 
• Sunday 24 March from 

Time: 10.00am to 3.00pm
Panel presentations will be held at 11.00am and 
1.00pm each day. 

The panel welcomes the community and 
businesses to engage on the impacts of the 
power outage following the 13 February 2024 
storm event. Refreshments will be provided. 

If you have any questions, please email: 
networkoutagereview@deeca.vic.gov.au

REQUEST FOR TENDER

Council is seeking submissions from qualified 
companies/applicants for the following:

RFT/393 – Great Southern Rail Trail; 
Manufacture, Supply and Installation of 
Signage between Nyora & Yarram

Tender closes 2.00pm AEST on Tuesday 16 
April 2024.

Documentation is available from Council’s 
e-Tendering Portal:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/tenders
CONTACT US
9 Smith Street, Leongatha
03 5662 9200
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au

Community Grants Closing Soon

Round two of South Gippsland Shire Council’s 
Community Grants program is closing soon. 

Community grants provide financial support 
for community, volunteer and not for profit 
organisations in South Gippsland. 

Council has contributed funding to many 
projects over the years that have not only 
helped our not-for-profit organisations but have 
also benefited our wider community. 

If you’re wondering, “what could my group 
use a community grant for?” There are many 
possibilities. Community grants can be used 
to deliver projects, festivals and events, to 
purchase equipment or to undertake planning 
and development reports.

Recently, the Mirboo North United Football Club 
received funding that they put towards portable 
goals, the Meeniyan Progress Association is 
using their successful grant application to 
create murals throughout the town and the 
Poowong Community Consultative Committee 
are using their funding to celebrate the town’s 
150th Anniversary with an array of activities

Volunteers and community groups are the 
backbone of our region and Community Grants 
are here to provide support. 

Applications close midnight Sunday 31 March.

For more information, please read the grant 
guidelines and apply by visiting: 
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/ grants

Now is the time to renew you pet’s registration!

Keep your four-legged friends safe and secure by 
registering them with South Gippsland Shire Council. 

Owning a cat or dog in South Gippsland requires 
registration to ensure they can be returned to you if 
they become lost, plus your fees go towards important 
services within the Shire such as animal control 
and community education about responsible pet 
ownership. 

Renewal registration must be paid by 10 April each 
year. New dog and cat registrations can be made 
anytime throughout the year. 

For more information, please visit: 
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/register-your-pet

Animal Registrations 
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A DAY at the Stony Creek races was well at-
tended, even with the sun beating down. Peo-
ple from all over South Gippsland and visitors 
to our region enjoyed the vibrant fashion and 
racing.

Community events such as this really bring 
us all together, especially sport. We rally 
around our favourite teams and use this op-
portunity to connect with each other. After 
such a difficult time for our region, these 
events provide a hint of normality.

Grant Opportunities
There are a number of external grant fund-

ing streams available right now including:
• TAC Road Safety Grants Program.
•  Telstra Connected Communities Grant Pro-

gram.
•  Melbourne Water Liveable Communities, 

Liveable Waterways Grant Program.
To see the eligibility criteria for any of these, 

please visit the funders website.
South Gippsland Shire Council’s Commu-

nity Grants Program is also open for grants of 
up to $10,000. Applications close March 31, 
2024, so make sure you get your applications 
in. For more information and to apply, please 
visit: www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/grants

If you need support with your Community 
Grant application, please don’t hesitate to 
get in contact with our Grants team by call-
ing 5662 9200 or emailing grants@southgi-
ppsland.vic.gov.au.

Community Training
Council is hosting a suite of training op-

portunities for community members, volun-
teers, community groups and not-for-profit 
organisations. All of these sessions have been 
designed to help you discover new skills and 
enhance your knowledge.

One of the sessions that has recently been 
held was Governance 101, which had 25 
people in attendance. The session covered all 
the must-know topics for people on Commit-
tees such as Constitutions, Consumer Affairs 
Victoria requirements, responsibilities and 
more.

To view all the upcoming training sessions, 
please visit: www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
communitytraining

Network Outage Review
The Victorian Government Department 

of Energy, Environment and Climate Action 
will be hosting two drop-in style sessions in 
Mirboo North. Community members and 
business operators are encouraged to come 
along to discuss energy, telecommunications, 
agriculture, private property vegetation man-
agement and vegetation on secondary roads, 
and on issues including vulnerable members 
of the community not being connected into the 
right government departments.

The drop-in sessions will be held on Sat-
urday 23 and Sunday, March 24 from 10am 
to 3.00pm at the Baromi Centre, 38 Couper 
Street Mirboo North.

It is great to see this opportunity being ex-
tended to our community.

EV Chargers
Six electric vehicle fast chargers have been 

installed across South Gippsland. These 
chargers were funded by the Victorian Gov-
ernment through the Destination Chargers 
Across Victoria Program, as well as the Fed-
eral Government’s Local Roads and Commu-
nity Infrastructure Program. They are located 
in Leongatha, Korumburra, Foster, Mirboo 
North, Meeniyan and Yanakie.

For more information, please visit: www.
southgippsland.vic.gov.au/ev

Council Meeting
The March Council Meeting will be held on 

Wednesday, March 20, 2024.
All community members are more than 

welcome to come along at 2.00pm to watch 
the meeting live either online or in-person 
at Council Chambers. You can also watch it 
when it suits you by visiting: www.southgi-
ppsland.vic.gov.au/live

Mayor’s 
Message 

Cr Clare
Williams

Loch Community Development Association were joined by Scott Hardy from AusNet, Danny O’Brien MP, Cr Jenni Keeri, 
Cr Mick Felton, Cr Deputy Mayor Nathan Hersey and Tony Petersen, Director Sustainable Infrastructure South Gippsland 
Shire Council, at a recent community meeting. 

Loch Village meets to 
deal with town issues
THIRTY six community 

members attended a public 
meeting in Loch village last 
week to discuss many of the 
issues impacting the resi-
dents of the village and sur-
rounding areas.

The organisers, Loch Com-
munity Development Asso-
ciation (LCDA) were joined by 
Danny O’Brien MP, Scott Har-
dy from AusNet, Cr Nathan 
Hersey Deputy Mayor, Cr Jen-
ni Keerie, Cr Mick Felton, and 
Tony Peterson, Director Sus-
tainable Infrastructure South 
Gippsland Shire Council. 

Power outages, an emer-
gency hub, emergency tele-
communications, road fatali-
ties, traffic issues, police, and 
public transport were all dis-
cussed. 

Many residents expressed 
their concern about the high 
number of planned power 

outages that occur within 
Loch. 

Mr Hardy from AusNet ex-
plained that due to aging in-
frastructure increased main-
tenance is required for safety, 
of which only sections can be 
done within a few hours each 
time.  

He advised people to regis-
ter their mobile phone num-
ber with their electricity re-
tailer to receive text messages 
from AusNet about outages. 

The importance and bene-
fits of an Emergency Hub fol-
lowing major disaster events 
was discussed including the 
Neighbourhood Battery pro-
gram, satellite phones, solar 
panels, and generators. 

An LCDA project is in the 
pipeline to develop the Loch 
Village Hub located within the 
Loch Masonic Centre into an 
emergency hub with satellite 

phone and generator when 
needed, which has the back-
ing of the Shire. 

Telecommunications issues 
were cited as a major con-
cern, especially where the ser-
vice is not available and emer-
gency calls cannot be made. 

As telecommunications are 
the responsibility of the Com-
monwealth, Cr Nathan Hersey 
mentioned that he and other 
councillors have been to Can-
berra to discuss these issues 
with the department and to 
advocate on behalf of South 
Gippsland for a more reliable 
telecommunications service. 

Telstra and Optus are ex-
pected to upgrade facilities to 
ensure a more reliable service 
and generators can be made 
available for telecommunica-
tions towers at times but re-
quire clearance to get in after 
a storm; and there has even 

been issues of theft of the gen-
erators in the past. 

In regard to police pres-
ence in town, an announce-
ment is expected by the end 
of March and Danny O’Brien 
is advocating on behalf of 
constituents to ensure South 
Gippsland has sufficient po-
lice resources. 

Following the fatalities of 
three people in three sepa-
rate accidents recently, at the 
South Gippsland Highway 
and Poowong Road intersec-
tion, it was announced that 
VicRoads will be reducing the 
speed limit down to 80 k/hr 
and will then assess the situ-
ation. 

A TAC Road Safety grant ap-
plication had been submitted 
by the Shire for analysis of 
traffic in the Loch Village and 
a response from the Minister 
of Transport is anticipated. 

IN LIGHT of the recent 
controversy over the missing 
mayoral paraphernalia at the 
Bass Coast Shire, questions 
have also been asked by the 
community about what else 
went missing around the time 
of shire amalgamations in 
1994.

What, for example, has hap-
pened to the art collection 
from the various shires that 
was assumed by the South 
Gippsland Shire Council?

According to the council, 
the South Gippsland Shire 
Art Collection consists of al-
most 250 objects and will be, 
in part, the subject of debate 
at the council meeting this 
Wednesday when a new ‘Arts 
and Civic Memorabilia Col-
lection Policy’ and ‘Public Art 
Collection Management Poli-
cy’ is expected to be adopted.

The shire’s art collection in-
cludes prints, paintings, cer-
tificates, honour boards etc.

“Along with the recent revi-
sion and updates to Council’s 
Art Policy, currently being 
put to Council for comment 
and approval, we are look-
ing to review objects in the 
Collection with the possibil-
ity of separating the Civic 
Memorabilia Collection items 
such as honour boards, into 
their own collection category 

separate to art objects,” said 
a spokesperson for the shire 
recently.

“We have a catalogue of 
objects. Many art collection 
objects are available to view 
on our Victorian Collections 
page - South Gippsland Shire 
Council (victoriancollections.
net.au). Our Cultural Collec-
tions Management Officer is 
currently working to assess 
the collection and its legacy 

records. This includes the up-
dating of online records.

“The Art Collection items 
that aren’t currently on dis-
play are in secure storage.

“Some works are viewable in 
libraries and halls around the 
shire. These include works in 
Foster and Leongatha library. 
Some works in the collection 
are in situ such as the stained 
glass windows at Foster War 
Memorial Arts Centre (Foster 

Hall). The Korumburra Brass 
Band Leader’s Mace is cur-
rently on display in the Ko-
rumburra Historical Society 
rooms in the Korumburra 
Hub.

“Early last year, works that 
hadn’t had the opportunity to 
be displayed for some time 
were displayed as part of the 
successful Threads Exhibi-
tion held at Coal Creek Com-
munity Park and Museum 
including two tapestries by 
artist Ann Greenwood.

“We are looking to soon dis-
play these tapestries again at 
the Korumburra Community 
Hub,” said the shire.

A new ‘Public Art Collec-
tion Management Policy’ has 
been drafted based on best 
practice principles for local 
government. The purpose of 
the draft policy is to provide 
a framework to assist Council 
to make considered decisions 
on public art, its funding, 
commissioning, installation, 
maintenance and de-acces-
sioning; that is disposing of 
unwanted pieces by sale or 
other methods.

Listed as Item 3 on the 
agenda for this Wednesday’s 
council meeting, in the cham-
bers at 2pm, it is expected to 
attract comment and debate 
by council.

How the shire plans to protect its art collection

This painting by renowned Victorian artist, the late 
Ernest Buckmaster, a follower of the Heidelberg School and 
winner of the 1932 Archibald Prize, titled “Goulburn River, 
Thornton” was donated to the Poowong Community by the 
artist but stolen from the foyer of the Poowong Hall in 
1994. How a new council arts policy would have protected 
such publicly displayed art is not known.
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Discover Chairo Leongatha
Individual family tours by appointment

Saturday 23 March from 10.00 am to 2.00 pm

• Now Kinder to Year 12 on one campus
• Education from a Christian worldview perspective
• Small classes, experienced teachers, excellent facilities
• Visit chairo.vic.edu.au/enrolments to book a tour today

Learning That Lasts a Lifetime
www.chairo.vic.edu.au

Discover Chairo Leongatha

De
livering

from 2024

vCe

solarsavers.org.au

Council supported program to
make solar power simple and
affordable

Free and credible advice about
solar, government rebates, and
ways to reduce your energy bill

Available to all homeowners,
renters, and businesses

IN ANOTHER significant move towards ad-
dressing the climate emergency, Bass Coast 
Shire Council is proud to announce the local 
launch of Solar Savers, a collaboration be-
tween 16 Victorian local governments aimed 
at helping households and businesses install 
quality and affordable rooftop solar and bat-
teries, and access government rebates.

By installing rooftop solar through Solar 
Savers, residents and businesses in Bass 
Coast can reduce energy bills and future-proof 
against increasing energy costs, while support-
ing the transition to clean, renewable energy.

Households and businesses can access free 
and credible advice about solar products, 
government rebates, and tips to reduce your 
energy bill. Solar Savers provides peace of 
mind about your solar system, by partnering 
with a trusted solar installer, chosen through 
a public tender process, with independent 
audits conducted on five per cent of all instal-
lations. Solar Savers makes installing solar:

Trusted: Local governments are working 
together to assist households and business-
es to reduce energy bills and future-proof 
against increasing energy costs.

Easy: Solar Savers has done all the time-
consuming work for you to recommend 
trusted installers with quality systems and 
workmanship for your home or business.

Affordable: Solar Savers helps step you 
through accessing government rebates and 
subsidies, to provide access to high quality 
equipment at affordable prices.

Quality: Solar Savers’ priority is ensuring 
that your solar PV system continues to work 
efficiently for years to come.

Accredited: Solar Savers only partner with 
accredited electricians and state registered 
installers and conduct independent audits 
for continued peace of mind.

Mayor, Cr Le Serve said, “Solar Savers is 
part of our commitment to tackling the cli-
mate and cost of living crises by empowering 
residents with affordable and reliable clean 
energy solutions. Council is delighted to be 
making solar more accessible to residents 
and businesses, ensuring a more sustainable 
future for our community.”

To see if solar is the right solution for you-
visit solarsavers.org.au.

Shire’s Solar Savers New buildings at KSC officially 
opened by Deputy Premier

KORUMBURRA Secondary 
College celebrated the official 
opening of their two new build-
ings last week, with Deputy Pre-
mier of Victoria and Minister 
for Education Ben Carroll at-
tending. 

The new buildings encompass 
a gymnasium, a performing 
arts centre and new classrooms 
with staff offices, a library, and a 
wellbeing hub for students. 

The school’s administration 
area has also undergone a rede-
sign, to create more centralised 
office spaces. 

The project was undertaken 
with support and funding of 
$12.6 million from the Victo-
rian State government. 

Principal John Wilson opened 
a whole of school assembly, 
held for the first time in the new 
‘Bunji’ building. 

Mr Wilson acknowledged the 
support of organisations and 
individuals who contributed 
to the project including Local 
State Member for Eastern Vic-
toria, Mr Tom McIntosh, Danny 
O’Brien MP, representatives 
from the Department of Educa-
tion, Korumburra Round Table, 
TAFE Gippsland, the LLEN, 
Korumburra RSL, Korumburra 
School Council, Burra Foods, 
Rotary, Karingal Women’s Club 
and the KCDA. 

The Deputy Premier Mr Ben 
Carroll addressed the assembly 
and said he believes education 
is the most important public in-
vestment the Government can 
make for the future. 

“And before me and what 

I’ve seen so far at Korumburra 
Secondary, we are making an 
outstanding investment in this 
great school and we know these 
student facilities will go a long 
way. We know how important 
they are on inspiring students 
on the importance and rele-
vance of education.”  

“This is such an important 
investment in the students and 
their wellbeing that are going to 
go on to live a life of purpose 
and go and do great things in 
this local community and go 
and do great things for the 
state of Victoria,” said Mr Car-
roll.  

The schools Marrung Lead 
Iznaya Kennedy reminded the 
assembly that the school site 
had existed as a place of learn-
ing for many thousands of 
years. 

“The Yallock-Bulluk people 
have learned from the rocks, 
from the trees, from the water-
ways, from the skies and from 
the animals and turtles that 
shared this land.”

“A new era of education in 
Korumburra embraces this un-
derstanding of what was here 
before us and acknowledges 
that learning has been valued 
and nurtured here since time 
began,” Iznaya said. 

The College captains April, 
Jake, Lucy and Abbey, then 
spoke and commented that 
they are looking forward to em-
bracing an exciting future in the 
new learning facilities. 

“The wide variety of mod-
ernised classrooms promote 
flexible working environments, 
encouraging collaborative and 
one on one interactions to  

accommodate for all learning 
areas.”

“Let the learning adventures 
begin,” they declared. 

The ribbon was then cut by 
the Deputy Premier Ben Car-
roll in the company of Principal 
John Wilson, Mr Tom McIn-
tosh, Local State Member for 
Eastern Victoria, and the school 
captains.

“It was wonderful to welcome 
the Deputy Premier, Mr Ben 
Carroll, along with local mem-
ber for Eastern Victoria, Mr 
Tom McIntosh, to our school to 
officially open our amazing new 
buildings,” Mr Wilson said.

“We are incredibly grateful for 
all the support we have received 
to make this building project 
possible, allowing us to provide 
the best possible education to 
the students from our area.”

Deputy Premier Ben Carroll cut the ribbon to officially declare the new buildings open 
at Korumburra Secondary College, in the company of Principal John Wilson, Mr Tom 
McIntosh, Local State Member for Eastern Victoria, and the school captains. ob01_1224
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BOOK ONLINE
CARING
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OUR C O M M UNIT
Y45

Phone 5662 3485
Mon to Fri - 9am to 5pm

70 Bair Street70 Bair Street
Leongatha 3953Leongatha 3953

leongathaoptometrists.com.au
info@leongathaoptometrists.com.au 

OPTOMETRISTS

WE ARE HERE
70 BAIR STREET

To find out more about dry eyes 
and treatment options come in to
our practice or give us a call.

DRY, ITCHY, WATERY 
EYES?

Our gentle Blephasteam 
treatment can help.

You may be suffering
from Dry Eye Syndrome.
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CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH, SOUTH GIPPSLAND

IN THE PARK
Easter

SATURDAY, MARCH 30
11AM – 1PM MCINDOE PARK

Live music, kids activities, free Easter egg hunt 
and a coff ee van for the adults

BYO picnic
Inquiries Justine 0429 434 418

FreeFreecommunitycommunityeventevent
all welcomeall welcome

DRY eye syndrome is a preva-
lent and uncomfortable condi-
tion affecting millions of indi-
viduals worldwide. In regional 
Victoria, where environmental 
factors play a significant role in 
daily life, the incidence of dry eye 
syndrome is noteworthy. 

Regional Victoria’s climate is 
characterised by its dryness and 
fluctuating weather patterns. 
Prolonged exposure to dry and 
windy conditions can acceler-
ate tear evaporation, leading to 
an imbalance in tear production 
and causing dry eye symptoms. 
Additionally, seasonal variations, 
such as hot summers and cold 
winters, exacerbate these condi-
tions, making individuals more 
susceptible to dry eye syndrome 
throughout the year.

The prevalence of allergens 
and airborne pollutants in our 
region adds another layer to the 
environmental factors contrib-
uting to dry eye syndrome. Pol-
len, dust, and other particulate 
matter can irritate the eyes, trig-
gering inflammation and reduc-
ing tear film stability. Agricul-
tural activities such as farming 
and forestry, also contribute to 
airborne irritants exacerbating 
symptoms, especially those with 
pre-existing sensitivities.

Moreover, the widespread use 
of air conditioning and heating 
systems in homes, offices, and 
vehicles further depletes ambi-
ent humidity levels also height-
ens dry eye symptoms. Indoor 
environments with low humidity 
levels can accelerate tear evapo-
ration and worsen existing dry 
eye conditions, particularly dur-
ing prolonged periods of expo-
sure.

The environmental causes of 
dry eye syndrome in regional Vic-
toria are complex and multifac-
eted so it’s important to protect 
your eyes from harsh weather 
conditions, minimise exposure 
to allergens and pollutants, and 
maintain adequate indoor hu-
midity levels to help mitigate dry 
eye symptoms.

At Leongatha Optometrists we 
have a special interest in the 
treatment of dry eye and our 
non-invasive Blephasteam treat-
ments can significantly reduce 
the symptoms of dry eye, provid-
ing you with instant relief. 

Continue to enjoy your favourite 
activities without the discomfort 
of itchy, dry eyes, give us a call on 
5662 3485 or head to our website 
for more information leongatha-
optometrists.com.au

Understanding 
the environmental 

roots of dry eye 
syndrome

At the front of Wonthaggi Hospital, are, Graduate Nurses and Midwives, from left: Paige Wainwright (Registered Midwife), 
Amy Donald (Registered Nurse), Kyra Celebrine (Registered Nurse/Midwife), Danielle Peters (Registered Nurse), Stephanie 
Kolb (Registered Nurse), Bec Adams (Registered Midwife), Laura Lace (Registered Nurse), Edel Miskella (Registered Nurse), 
Luke Graetz (Registered Nurse), Elin Murray (Registered Nurse/Midwife), Lucy Cargill (Registered Nurse) and Elizabeth Bell 
(Registered Nurse).

Graduates choose Bass Coast 
Health to start their nursing careers

BASS Coast Health (BCH) 
has welcomed the newest re-
cruits to its Nursing and Mid-
wifery teams, who were attract-
ed by the supportive culture 
and career opportunities on 
offer.

Our new Graduate Registered 
Nurses and Graduate Mid-
wives will undertake six-month 
rotations in our Emergency 
Department, Haemodialysis 
Unit, Kodowlinun Acute Ward, 
Sub-Acute and Maternity Unit.

The Graduates include locals 
as well as staff who have come 
from as far as Melbourne, Bal-
larat and Queensland.

They learnt about BCH 
through our social media and 
meeting our team at the Aus-
tralian College of Nurses Health 

Expo in Melbourne last year.
Bass Coast Health CEO Jan 

Child said, “We’re excited to 
welcome our newest intake of 
graduates and encourage ev-
eryone to make them feel wel-
come.

“They’re here for our 
12-month Graduate Program, 
with the hope they will con-
tinue on to participate in our 
Pathway to Practice and Tran-
sition to Specialty Practice pro-
grams moving forward.

“We are a teaching hospital 
and aim to provide the most 
positive learning environment 
so that junior staff want to stay 
on and work here as senior 
staff. Our close relationship 
with several Universities helps 
our nurses learn and grow.”

Graduate Midwife Bec Adams 
is from the Bass Coast.

“I did most of my placements 
throughout my study at Mel-
bourne and Warragul, and now 
being at Wonthaggi means I’m 
close to home and close to fam-
ily,” she said.

“It’s a great learning opportu-
nity here too.”

Postgraduate Midwife Kyra Ce-
lebrine, from South Gippsland, 
has worked on our Medical/
Surgical Ward since 2021.

“I love the team and the work 
culture, and being a part of the 
community,” she said.

Graduate Nurse Laura Lace 
from Yannathan near Lang 
Lang has returned to BCH after 
positive experiences during her 
placements.

“I did a couple of my place-
ments at BCH throughout my 
study and I just found that I 
was really well supported,” she 
said.

“I would like to do postgradu-
ate studies in Midwifery.”

Graduate Nurse Edel Miskel-
la is from Melbourne but was 
familiar with the Bass Coast as 
her family has a holiday house 
at Cape Paterson.

“I had been to the Wonthaggi 
ED as a patient and everyone 
was so kind and I just got a 
good vibe,” she said.

“Everyone is just so support-
ive.”

BCH is welcoming a second 
intake of Graduate Nurses in 
April. To learn more, go to: 
basscoasthealth.org.au/careers

AS A former personal care 
orderly for elderly people, 
Jackie Bellis appreciates the 
need to feel comfortable and be 
close to your loved ones.

The former Gippsland South-
ern Health Service (GSHS) 
employee and her family have 
made a donation to the Korum-
burra hospital’s palliative care 
unit to recognise the care her 
late husband John received.

Mrs Bellis was a healthcare 
worker at Hillside Lodge for a 
short time in 2006 before mov-
ing to Alchera House until her 
retirement in August 2022. She 
had earlier worked for GSHS’s 
Greenhills Hostel in Loch from 
1990 to 2006.

She came from England in 
the late 1980s and studied for 
a change of career from being 
a hairdresser to becoming per-
sonal care orderly.

“I always found the stories of 
older people quite fascinating. 
When I came out to Australia, 
I’d left behind grandparents 
and I missed them and thought 
it would be nice to talk to el-
derly people,” she said.

“I like to talk. I thought it 
would be another job where I 
could talk and not be told off,” 
she joked.

It panned out well and she 
loved the work.

“The residents loved to talk 
and their stories were amazing; 

like three kids going to school 
on a pony.”

However, when it came time 
for her own family to use the 
services, the Bellis family got 
an even bigger appreciation for 
the local service.

“My husband was suddenly 
taken ill and taken to hospital 
in Melbourne,” she said.

“We soon realised he would 
not recover so we tried to get 
him transferred to Korum-
burra Hospital for palliative 
care. Unfortunately, these 
transfers take time but with 
help from senior staff at Ko-
rumburra hospital, John ar-
rived safely. This was wonder-
ful because we could visit and 

stay as long as we liked. Some-
one was with him all the time.”

“The care that he got at Ko-
rumburra Hospital was just 
fantastic. All staff were consid-
erate and helpful to our fam-
ily.”

Together with her daughter 
Madeleine and son Jason, Mrs 
Bellis has made a donation to 
the Korumburra palliative care 
room “to make it more com-
fortable and homely for when 
people pass away”.

The donation has led to the 
purchase of bedspreads, com-
fort blankets, dried floral ar-
rangements, bedside lamps, 
aroma diffusers and bottles of 
essential oils.

Former aged care worker donates to GSHS palliative care unit
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*1,500 Finance Deposit Bonus is available to approved applicants of Toyota Finance to fi nance new or demo HiLux 4x4 models (build date up to and including December 2023) at Southern Region Toyota dealerships. 
Off er available for Private, Bronze & Silver customers only. Finance applications must be received by 31/03/2024 and settled by 30/04/2024. One off er per fi nance contract. Minimum amount fi nanced $10,000. Terms, 
conditions, fees and charges apply. Toyota Finance reserves the right to change, extend or withdraw an off er at any time. Ask your dealer for more information. Toyota Finance, a division of Toyota Finance Australia 
Limited ABN 48 002 435 181, AFSL and Australian Credit Licence 392536.   T2024-020809 TOY2505/FP/260X374

$1,500
FINANCE DEPOSIT

BONUS ACROSS THE 
HILUX 4X4 RANGE*

THERE ARE OH SO MANY REASONS TO VISIT
YOUR LOCAL TOYOTA DEALERSHIP.
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THE Great Fete was a re-
sounding success on Saturday.

In support of Inverloch and 
Kongwak Primary Schools, 
the fete attracted a bigger 
crowd than last year, with a 
conservative estimate of 2500 
people enjoying the activities, 
market stalls and live enter-
tainment.

A huge drawcard this year 
was the appearance from be-
loved television show char-
acter Bluey, who had many 
children up on their feet and 
involved in a closely contested 
game of Simon Says.

The silent auction also 
proved to be very popular, 
with all items receiving gener-
ous bids.

The items on offers were all 
donated by local businesses 
and community organisations. 

Around 50 market stalls 
and plenty of activities – in-
cluding the Dino Dig – also 
greeted fete goers. 

“It was an awesome day,” 
community liaison coordina-
tor Virginia Hunt said.

“The organisation commit-
tee heard some wonderful 
feedback. It was an amazing 
effort, and the best part is all 
money raised will go towards 
both the Inverloch and Kong-
wak primary schools. The 
contributions of the wider 
community were incredible.”

Funds raised during the fete 
will likely be used for play-
spaces and general improve-
ments at both schools for the 
students with preliminary 
calculations showing $20,000 
raised from the day.

Several councillors across 
Bass Coast and South 
Gippsland shire councils 
showed their support and 
attended the fete, as well as 
Bass MLA Jordan Crugnale.

The fete came together 
thanks to the hard work of the 
volunteers, but the organising 

committee also thanked In-
verloch Primary School prin-
cipal Brett Smith and current 
principal Ben Soumilas for 
their efforts.

Mr Soumilas took over the 
role and became involved in 
the organisation of the fete in 
January and was blown away 

by what had been achieved.
“As a Principal, I’ll always 

be looking for ways to engage 
our school with the local com-
munity, enhance the student/
family experience and provide 
some fun,” principal, Ben 
Soumilas said.

“From a fundraising point 
of view, $20,000 in one day is 
amazing. Our school council 
will be able to direct that into 
a project that makes a differ-
ence to our schools... More 
importantly than money, (the 
Fete Committee) showcased 
both of our schools and pro-
vide a wonderful opportunity 
for people to connect...

“Our children, families and 
the community members de-
serve to be proud of their 
school and have really posi-
tive experiences and memo-
ries at the school.”

The organising committee 
will now take a well-earned 
break before launching into 
preparations for next year’s 
Great Fete.

“We are planning for next 
year’s fete to be equally as big, 
if not bigger, than this year’s,” 
Virginia said.

“We are hoping for another 
great day like this one. The 
weather was really on our 
side and made the day that 
much more enjoyable.

“Our focus will continue to 
be community engagement 
and showcasing our wonder-
ful schools. It’s all about cre-
ating a sense of community 
and giving people the oppor-
tunity to connect with both of 
the schools.” 

RESIDENTS in Sandy Point and Venus 
Bay will benefit from new transport op-
tions to connect them to health care, local 
businesses, education and more, through 
a collaborative pilot community electric 
minibus service supported by the Depart-
ment of Transport and Planning (DTP).

Through funding of $249,450 from the 
DTP’S Flexible Local Transport Solutions 
Program (FLTSP), the purchase of electric 
buses will help engage the two communi-
ties to reduce their carbon impacts as well 
as promote inclusion.

DTP Executive Director – Gippsland, 
Beth Liley said tailored local community 
projects, like the Gippsland E-Bus trials, 
are what funding from the Flexible Local 
Transport Solutions Program is all about.

“Lack of accessible transport services 
can have a real adverse effect on commu-
nities, especially in regional Victoria, so 
we’re doing everything we can to address 
this,” Director Liley said.

The day-to-day operation and manage-
ment of the services will be undertaken by 
the respective committees and local com-
munities, with the pilot being supported 
by a two-year research project aiming to 
identify sustainable models to benefit re-
mote communities.

South Gippsland Shire Council – Mayor, 
Cr Clare Williams said the project is inno-
vative and community-led.

“It will create opportunities and social 
connection for residents in remote com-
munities, by providing transport to neigh-
bouring townships and important health, 
education and employment services,” 
Mayor Williams said.

As well as assisting with the promotion 
and marketing of the new service, the re-
search project will, through contributions 
from the DTP’s Transport Research Team, 
La Trobe University and the iMOVE Coop-
erative Research Centre, investigate ways 
to make the community bus service effi-
cient, financially sustainable and provide 
a model for other regional communities in 
Victoria.

iMOVE Program’s Director Lee-Ann Bre-
ger said transport in regional areas is an 
ongoing challenge all over Australia.

“This collaboration brings the local com-
munity together with government and re-
searchers to investigate an approach that 
provides immediate benefits for two com-
munities, while also developing a frame-
work that could be applied in many other 
rural areas,” Ms Breger said.

Senior Deputy Vice-Chancellor Research 
and Industry Engagement La Trobe Uni-
versity, Professor Susan Dodds said the 
university has a long and proud history 
of advancing sustainability and the transi-
tion to renewable energy.

“We aim to support that transition 
through measures including public trans-
port research and innovations that in-
crease safety, accessibility and efficien-
cy, such as electric vehicles,” Professor 
Dodds said.

The funding from the Victorian Govern-
ment is via the FLTSP which provides 
funding to local government and commu-
nity organisations for small-scale trans-
port projects, evidence-based transport 
studies, and funding to redesign and trial 
new ways in which transport services at 
a local level can be delivered across the 
state.

For more information on the Flexible Lo-
cal Transport Solutions Program visit the 
Department of Transport and Planning 
website.

Improving community 
transport accessibility 

across Gippsland

The new electric minibus service 
connects Sandy Point and Venus Bay to 
vital services.

Great Fete wows in Inverloch, attracting thousands

Visitors flock to Newhaven 
College for picture perfect open

THE spectacular 82-hect-
are Newhaven College site 
was looking its absolute 
best for the college’s annual 
open day last Saturday, with 
not a cloud in the sky, and 
prospective parents and stu-
dents streaming in through-
out the day.

And there was a lot to see 
from the performing arts 
wing and huge gymnasium/
assembly hall added in re-
cent times, to the more estab-
lished parts of the college, in-
cluding Year 9 Environment 
Centre, Senior School, trade 
centre, library and visual 
arts centre, plus the new de-
velopments taking place.

One of them is the new 
mountain bike pump track 
going in as part of a fully-
supported program at the 
school, already with 272 me-
tres of the track built with 
the help of parents, staff 
and a Year 9 Trail Building 
Project whereby the kids and 
helping to design and build 
the facility.

College principal Tony 
Corr was delighted with the 
interest shown and the pub-
lic response to the day.

“It’s a great opportunity to 
see the school and we have 
various activities going on 
during the day so that visi-
tors can get a good idea how 
the various facilities work,” 
Mr Corr said.

An added attraction this 
year were the footy practice 
matches between Inverloch 
Kongwak and Traralgon.

Despite the major develop-

ments in recent times, the 
college isn’t resting on its 
laurels with the mountain 
bike track, new ‘Little Haven’ 
kindergarten and college ob-
servatory set to open soon.

And there are further sig-
nificant projects in the plan-
ning stages as well.

For those unable to attend, 
Newhaven College tours can 
be arranged through the 
College’s Registrar Belinda 
Manning at belinda.man-
ning@newhavencol.vic.edu.
au, 5956 7505 or book on-
line through the Newhaven 
College website.

Alumni Reunion
Newhaven College is in the 

process of growing its alum-
ni connections, so the an-
nual reunion is the perfect 
place to get things moving. 
The school welcomed back 
students who graduated in 
1984 (40 years), 1994 (30 
years), 2004 (20 years), 
2014 (10 years) and 2019 (5 
years). They met for morn-
ing tea in our pavilion with 
some of our long-term staff 
before Head of Learning Mrs 
Karen Milkins-Hendry guid-
ed the group on a tour of the 
school. For many of these 
students, even the most re-
cently departed, there were 
plenty of new and exciting 
facilities to share with the 
returning graduates. For 
some, it was their first time 
setting foot on the Phillip Is-
land Rd campus. Everyone 
enjoyed the opportunity to 
catch up and reminisce. 

Zac Brown, Jed Reiter, Sonny Reiter and Byron Smith 
enjoyed a sweet treat at the Great Fete.

Newhaven College Principal Tony Corr was on hand to 
greet parents and students at the college’s annual open 
day last Saturday, including the Jamieson family of Craig, 
Elyse, Edith, one of the tour guides, Arlo and Odin.

It was Newhaven College’s annual open day last Saturday, 
a chance for prospective parents and their children to take 
a good look at the school and among those acting as tour 
guides on the day were Milla Jenkinson and Evie Hollings.



SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES   |   TUESDAY, MARCH 19, 2024   |   17    

Mary MacKillop 
Catholic Regional College

For further information or to register please visit our 
website or contact the College: 

03 5662 4255
enrolments@mmcrc.catholic.edu.au

Grade 6 Activity Days 2024
Monday 22 April

Grade 6 Students St Laurence Leongatha and 
Our Lady Star of the Sea Cowes 
Information will be provided directly to schools

Monday 29th April
Grade 6 Students from St Joseph’s Wonthaggi 

and St Joseph’s Korumburra 
Information will be provided directly to schools

Monday 6th May
Grade 6 Students from St John’s Koo Wee Rup 

and Government Schools
Visit our website for registration form

Making things  
happen in Korumburra

THE KORUMBURRA Community 
are getting excited about the upcom-
ing third Helping Hands – Korumburra 
Staying Strong – Community Forum.

The forum is to be held on Sunday 
March 24 at the new Korumburra Com-
munity Hub. It will kick off at 10.30 am 
and will finish at 1.30 pm. 

The forum will focus on welcoming 
new members to the community, and 
will encourage and support local com-
munity members to work on taking the 
next steps required to implement some 
of the “ideas for Korumburra”, collected 
from community members at the first 
forum held in October 2022.

Grace Couchman, who is a member 
of the Korumburra Staying Strong 
said, “The forum is a great opportunity 
for our community to gather togeth-
er, especially after the recent storms 
and power outages, to think and talk 
about how we make things happen in 
our towns and communities.  We have 
gathered a very long list of ideas for 
Korumburra from the community – 
and we are very keen to support and 
work with our fellow community mem-
bers to get some of these ideas imple-
mented.”

One of the key activities will include 
gaining the knowledge, experience and 
wisdom from a panel of four communi-
ty leaders who have successfully taken 
an idea through to implementation. 

The panel will be facilitated by Coun-
cillor Nathan Hersey.

A number of members and volun-
teers from Korumburra’s Community 
Groups will also be on hand to have a 
chat with fellow community members 
who may be interested in lending a 
Helping Hand in their community.

For more information regarding the 
Community Forum please contact Ko-
rumburra Staying Strong at Korum-
burrastayingstrong@gmail.com or via 
the Korumburra Community website: 
korumburra3950.com.au

Open mornings at Mary MacKillop
MARY MacKillop Catholic 

Regional College in Leongatha 
have been running Open Morn-
ings and Meet the Principal pro-
grams, for a couple of years now 
leading up to their application 
and enrolment process. 

The open mornings are part of 
a transitional program to help 
families and potential students 
gain an understanding of the 
schools culture, amenities and 
opportunities. 

It also gives the schools lead-
ership team the opportunity to 
meet with families and get to 
know the new students. 

“It’s really encouraging for us 
to know that our that people 
are considering us as a place 
for their children to learn and 
grow,” said Principal John Free-
man. 

Of the scheduled session, 
about twenty families come 
through each time and being a 
regional college, Mr Freman sees 
families come from as far away 
as Phillip Island, Foster and Mir-
boo North, and these smaller 
groups have benefits.  

“It just means they (students) 
are going to have a better ex-
perience at some of the things 
they might be interested in see-
ing, whether it be the sport pro-
grams, or they all love to go to a 
food tech room and cook some-
thing, maybe they’ll get to the 
technology areas or an art area, 
just to have a taster.”

Mr Freeman said they aim to 
provide parents with the knowl-
edge that their children will be 
in a safe environment, success-
ful in their learning and relation-
ships and cared for through op-
portunities and amenities. 

After applications are made, 

interviews are held by the school 
primarily to gain an understand-
ing of the students needs. 

“We want to know what the 
kids good at. What they’re per-
haps enjoying, playing or doing 
as a hobby, or a sport. We also 
want to know if there’s anything 
we need to support them, wheth-
er it be from a diagnosed cogni-
tive or physical concern or other 
things,” explained the principal.  

Following this and as part of 
the transition program a day is 
held in December in which stu-
dents are allocated into their 
home room groups.

They go to the school to meet 
their class mates and teachers 
and gain a sense of what their 
first day and year of secondary 
school will involve. 

The next available Open 
Morning session will be held 
on Thursday March 21 and 
appointments can be accom-
modated by the school at other 
times. 

Open Mornings are held for families and new students to 
tour Mary MacKillop College, and Principal John Freeman 
said they aim to provide a safe, successful and cared for 
environment for students. ob04_1224

Explore the possibilities at Mary MacKillop through their open mornings. Year 12 leader 
Sophie with Year 7’s Hamish and Xavier during the Year 7 Success Day.
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MARCH AUTOMOTIVE GUIDE

Historical cars 
take to Apex Park

� e men’s shed 
on two wheels
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--- MOTORING CLASSIFIEDS ---
TYRES MECHANICSMECHANICS & TYRES
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T FOR TYRES

H
M

10
09

3

84-96 Commercial Street, 
Korumburra 5655 2880

Inverloch Road, Wonthaggi 
5672 1313

BASS Coast Historical Automobile 
Club Inc will be showcasing the spec-
tacular and superbly restored beauties 
within their club on March 30 as part 
of the Easter Display Day at Apex Park.

Formed in 2005, the Club provides 
a venue for people who have a passion 
for historical and classic cars including 
motorbikes, tractors, trucks and sta-
tionary engines.

Sponsored by AutoPro and Typre-
power the cars will be on display from 
8am to 2pm, so pop on down, view the 
incredible lineup and grab a sausage 
from the Lions Club whilst you are at it.

New members are always welcome.

DUBBED a men’s shed on two wheels 
by rider Lozz, the friendly cruise will 
take you riding around the sweeping 
bends, cruising along the scenic roads 
and feeling the roar of an engine be-
tween your legs.

It’s time to dust off the bike and hit 
the open road with friendly faces as 
part of Bass Coast Historical Automo-
bile Club’s monthly motorcycle ride.

“The last Sunday of the month we or-
ganise a ride for all the club members,” 
ride co-ordinator Peter Mattea said.

“It’s an incentive to get out there and 
use our bikes.

“The bikes are fairly old, so I keep it 
small and find different little ways to get 
to Korumburra, where we end up for 
morning tea.”

After a bite and coffee in Korumburra 
it’s a gentle ride home, back in time for 
lunch. 

The Sunday rides have slowly gained 
momentum since starting 12 months 
ago, with new members keen to meet 
others in the area with similar pas-
sions. 

“The more bikes we get the more 
events we can organise,” club president 
Keith Tonkin added.

Members bring a variety of skills with 
them, and with a short course are en-
couraging riders to join them even if 
they are a bit nervous.

“We’ve had a couple of rides where 
we’ve had members with niggling elec-
trical problems and on two occasions 
bikes have broken down, but between 
all of us we tend to have enough tools 
and knowledge that everyone has got 
home. We look after each other,” Peter 
said.

“It’s good therapy – get out there 
and enjoy a shared interest. Rather 
than riding from pub to pub, we ride 
from coffee shop to coffee shop,” Lozz 
laughed.

The monthly Sunday cruise meets 
at Fincher Street in Wonthaggi behind 
Artspace at 9.30am for a 10am depar-
ture on the last Sunday of the month.

Keep your eyes peeled for a longer 
ride coming up towards winter too.

Leongatha shines for show n’ shine
THE Rotary Club of Leongatha’s 

Show N’ Shine and Swap Meet was a 
roaring success with more than 300 
entries this year.

Crowds flocked to the Leongatha 
Velodrome on Sunday March 17 for 
the annual event, which is the biggest 
fundraiser for the club.

Chairman of the Show N’ Shine, 
Jim McNiven, highlighted the judg-
ing keeps getting harder and harder 
due to the outstanding entries.

“The quality of the cars just seems 
to keep improving, it was really hard 
to choose,” he said.

“We sent 10 judges out and they 
came back with their 10 different 
ideas so have to narrow that down.”

Jim was full of praise for this 
year’s sponsors highlighting without 
their support the show wouldn’t be 
possible.

“They make it happen,” he added.
“This year they’ve been particularly 

good, most of the prizes were a spon-
sored prize.”

Leigh Smith’s 1968 Chevy Impala 
took out the entry of the show award, 
which he bought five years ago.

Leigh explained his father had 
been a mechanic and it was ‘in his 
blood’.

He purchased the Impala from a 
seller in Orange, NSW, who had pre-
viously owned it since the 1990s.

Chairman of Leongatha Show N’ Shine Jim McNiven and Evans Petroleum 2024 
‘Entry of the Show’ winner Leigh Smith with his stunning 1968 Chevy Impala named 
‘Marilyn’. Ns10_1224

The motorcycles were just as impressive as the cars. 
Ns15_1224

Leongatha SES deputy unit controller Dave, Leongatha 
CFA firefighter Tahlia and Nathan and junior SES member 
Shem (back) loved chatting with the public. Ns13_1224

The Shannons’ Best Custom Motorcycle winner David 
Foster of Tooradin with his Harley Davidson. Ns11_1224

South Gippsland Historical Automobile Club’s Stephen 
Wilson and John Denbrok had the hard task of judging the 
entries. Ns12_1224
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Wonthaggi Toyota
346 Bass Highway,
Wonthaggi VIC 3995
T (03) 5672 1722
LMCT 8179
wonthaggitoyota.com.au

Leongatha Toyota
7-13 Hughes Street,
Leongatha VIC 3953
T (03) 5662 2302
LMCT 8179
leongathatoyota.com.au
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USED VEHICLE SPECIALS

USED VEHICLE SPECIALS

* Disclaimer: If the price does not contain the notation that it is “Driveaway*”, the price may not include additional costs, such as stamp duty and other government charges.

WE BUY WE BUY 
CARS!CARS!

2018 Hyundai 
Santa Fe Highlander 

33,990
130,350kms, 8 speed CVT auto 4x4 
SUV SN: L101130

DRIVE 
AWAY

2018 Hyundai 
Santa Fe Highlander 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2023 Ford Ranger XLT 

63,990 
15,391kms, 10 speed CVT auto 4x4 
ute CID 687

DRIVE 
AWAY

2023 Ford Ranger XLT 

63,990 DRIVE 
2023 Ford Ranger XLT 

DEMODEMO

2023 Ford Ranger Raptor 

98,990
16,721kms, 10 speed CVT auto 4x4  
double cab CID 688

DRIVE 
AWAY

SUV SN: L101130

2023 Ford Ranger Raptor 

SUV SN: L101130

DEMODEMO

2021 Toyota 
Landcruiser 

Prado  VX 

2022 Ford 
Everest Trend 

51,329kms, 
6 speed CVT 

auto 4x4 
SUV  SN: 
L101097

20,664kms, 
10 speed 
CVT auto 

4x4  SUV SN: 
L101132

76,990 
DRIVE AWAY

66,990 
DRIVE AWAY

76,990 
DRIVE AWAY

66,990 
DRIVE AWAY

66,990 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2021 Hyundai 
Tucson Elite N Line 

39,990
33,496kms, 7 speed sports auto SUV 
SN: W101733

DRIVE 
AWAY

2021 Hyundai 
Tucson Elite N Line 
2021 Hyundai 2021 Hyundai 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2016 Kia Sportage Si 

19,990
120,179kms, 6 speed sports auto 
SUV SN: W101734

DRIVE 
AWAY

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

ute CID 687

2023 Ford F-150 Lariat 

148,990 
15,040kms, 10 speed CVT auto 4x4 
LWB crew cab CTS 244  

DRIVE 
AWAY

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2016 Toyota Hilux SR5 

30,990
267,273kms, 6 speed sports auto 4x4  
double cab SN: W101729

DRIVE 
AWAY

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2012 Holden Colorado LX RG 

23,990
134,406kms, 5 speed sports auto 4x4 
Cab chassis SN: W101625

DRIVE 
AWAY

2012 Holden Colorado LX RG 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2018 Nissan 
XTrail ST-L N-Sport T32 

27,990
78,773kms, 7 speed CVT auto SUV 
SN: W101547 

DRIVE 
AWAY

2018 Nissan 
XTrail ST-L N-Sport T32 

27,990 DRIVE 

2018 Nissan 
XTrail ST-L N-Sport T32 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2017 Nissan 
Juke Ti-S F15 Series 2 

20,990
107,554kms, CVT auto AWD SUV 
SN: W101658

DRIVE 
AWAY

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2018 Mitsubishi Triton GLS MQ 

30,990
138,377kms, 5 speed sports auto 4x4 
double cab SN: W101546 

DRIVE 
AWAY

SN: W101547 

2018 Mitsubishi Triton GLS MQ 

SN: W101547 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2020 Toyota Hilux SR5 

59,990
30,955kms, 6 speed sports auto 4x4 
double cab SN: W101707

DRIVE 
AWAY

SN: W101658SN: W101658

2020 Toyota Hilux SR5 2020 Toyota Hilux SR5 

59,990

SN: W101658

2020 Toyota Hilux SR5 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 
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YOUR SAY Email your letters to news@sgst.com.au

Sentinel-Times
COMMENT

Why we’re getting 
the Council we 

deserve

The ‘Sentinel-Times’ encourages readers to write with issues of interest or concern but letters that 
have a local reference point will be given priority. Writers are also urged to be brief where possible. 
Letters may be edited for space and legal reasons, and must be submitted with the author’s name 
and contact details of which only the name and town location will appear.

ACCORDING to the Third President 
of the United States, Thomas Jefferson, 
“the government you elect is the govern-
ment you deserve”, which doesn’t say a 
lot about Americans right now.

But there’s certainly an element of 
truth in that where your local shire 
council is concerned.

This year, 2024, is the one-in-four-
years’ election year for almost all munic-
ipalities across Victoria, including Bass 
Coast and South Gippsland.

And in Bass Coast at the moment, the 
shire is running several Councillor In-
formation Sessions ahead of the Octo-
ber poll, although the Victorian Elector-
al Commission, (VEC), which runs the 
elections, will be doing likewise later on.

But the clock is ticking and if you ei-
ther want to participate by voting in your 
local council election, or indeed, run for 
election as a councillor, you have to keep 
a look out for closing dates.

The voting roll, for example, closes 
at 4pm on Friday, August 30 and while 
you’re likely to be on the shire roll if you 
voted here in the last State Election, it 
might pay to check if you are on the list.

You don’t have to be a ratepayer to 
vote. Residents who rent locally are also 
eligible to vote.

However, while participation in voting 
is important, the key issue is the choice 
of candidates, and if you don’t want to be 
choosing between Donald Trump and 
Joe Biden down here, we’ve got to find 
some good candidates to choose from. 

And that’s the point of the Thomas 
Jefferson statement, you may need to 
get actively involved if you want to see a 
council that better represents the com-
munity.

Would you, for example, have voted to 
build a $31 million arts centre on Phil-
lip Island, or fixed the old one for $5 
million, and put the rest towards a new 
aquatic centre on the Island?

And would you want to know how the 
cultural centre is performing and what it 
is costing you?

Would you put the emphasis on climate 
change or local services?

Would you bring back weekly rubbish 
collections in Bass Coast or do you like 
it the way it is?

Right now in Bass Coast, there’s a ma-
jority left-leaning, effectively “green” coun-
cil in place, which may be ideal for the 
environmental challenges we are faced 
with but have they neglected the basics 
of roads, rates and rubbish for blue sky?

Would you rather see a more cen-
trist council that has families, services, 
transparency, and value-for-money at its 
core?

If so, where are those representatives 
going to come from? Who wants to do 
it and who can afford the commitment 
of time required for an allowance of 
$32,877-a-year, much of which would go 
in tax if you’re already a salary earner?

Of course, it’s not about the money, 
they’ll tell you that and maybe there are 
some community-minded people who 
are retired and might have the time to 
devote to serving the community.

But what about a properly represen-
tative council which includes young 
women, recent arrivals to Australia, lo-
cal business operators and members of 
community groups? Why aren’t we get-
ting these sorts of people to stand?

It makes you wonder if there is some-
thing wrong with the system, and wheth-
er you’d get better qualified and experi-
enced people to stand if it was run more 
like a board of management than a 
chook raffle.

Eagles Nest rips
ON A school excursion two weeks I took 

these photos at Eagles Nest.
I am a member of both the Cape Pater-

son and Wonthaggi Surf Lifesaving clubs 
and like everyone I’m concerned and frus-
trated by the spate of recent drownings.

I watched as an Indian family headed 
to the stairs leading down to Eagles Nest 
beach and felt compelled to try and warn 
them of the dangers with the rips present.

Yes, our signs need improving but I 
would also like to see television ads now 
to educate and warn everyone about our 
beaches.

They are beautiful and inviting but can 
also be dangerous.

Melinda Menz

What do you have  
planned over Easter? 

Mary Blaby
“I’m heading to 
my daughters in 
Leongatha, where 
I’ll be making my 
mother’s ginger 
fluff sponge.” 

Helen Marke
“I’ll be getting 
together with my 
brothers and sisters 
for a family reunion 
in Lakes Entrance.” 

Deidre Holmes
“I’ll be having a quiet 
family lunch at home, 
taking it easy and 
staying off the busy 
holiday roads.”

Robyn Hughes
“I am hoping to 
catch up with 
my daughter in 
Melbourne for a 
quiet lunch and a 
game of cards.” 

Vox Pop
Cartoon by Glenn ‘Grobb’ Robinson.

Renga for our lost  
trees, lost life
ONCE tall forests
Long shreds of bark
Leaves stripped bare
Skeletons all
My very soul
Resonates grief

Roots turned skyward
Once great life-lost 
Trees and wildlife
Replant, rebuild
Restore our hope
Old growth in time
Rosemary Cousin, Allambee South

Thank you, Bass  
Coast Shire Council

AFTER hours on Tuesday, March 5 
we emailed Bass Coast Shire Council 
about a big branch that had been part-
severed in the February 13 storm and 
belatedly half-fallen down to hang in a 
dangerous position beside the Pioneer 
Bay/Grantville Walking Track. We at-
tached a photo.

On Friday, March 8, only two business 
days later, the matter was attended to. 
Not only was the potentially dangerous 
branch cut down, but it was cut into 
logs, and these were stacked neatly for 
someone to use for a fire. All debris, in-
cluding foliage, was removed. Thanks 
to Council’s maintenance department 
for its prompt attendance to the prob-
lem.

Meryl & Hartley Tobin

Land tax targeting  
the wrong people 

I have just received notice that I have 
to pay land tax. The logic behind addi-
tional tax on a property that is provid-
ing affordable accommodation escapes 
me.

According to my notification the tax is 
a ‘temporary ‘ tax for the COVID debt 
repayment plan.

Are some landlords going to increase 
rent to cover this tax? I can understand 
the tax being applied to vacant houses 
or holiday homes but my unit is rented 
at an affordable amount to an elderly 
person. Where else could this person 
afford to rent? I am not able to claim 
additional expenses via negative gear-
ing.

Re the COVID debt repayment. Why 
am I paying for the likes of Harvey Nor-
man and Qantas, companies that ben-
efited to the tune of many thousands of 
dollars. Are they going to pay any back?

It does not seem fair to me. Someone 
please explain.

Helen Dand, Inverloch
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IT’S A place that has been known 
for holding funerals in, as well as bap-
tisms and weddings. 

You often find the buildings in promi-
nent positions in towns, like in Won-
thaggi where several are situated very 
close together near the town War Me-
morial.

On Sundays you’ll find many cars 
parked out front or nearby while peo-
ple assemble in their church.

What’s this all about? Why do people 
go to church?

Yes, people still go to church despite 
the world being in a so-called enlight-
ened state. But why?

They go for a variety of reasons. 
Some go because that’s what they’ve 
always done, others go because they’re 
looking for something, whether it be 
friendship or are in search of God.

However, the majority go because 
they have a personal relationship with 
the risen Lord, Jesus Christ, and want 
to worship him.

In reality the building is not the 
church, the assembled people are, and 
they take God’s word seriously. The 
Bible says: 24 And let us consider how 
we may spur one another on toward 
love and good deeds, 25 not giving up 
meeting together, as some are in the 
habit of doing, but encouraging one an-
other—and all the more as you see the 
Day approaching. (Hebrews 10:24-25 
NIV).

Many people may think us crazy or 
deluded, but we have something that 
the world can’t give, and the World 
can’t take away. What may that be? We 
have faith and belief in Jesus Christ.

Christianity commenced with the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
roughly 2000 years ago, and despite 
the best efforts of the World it contin-
ues today. Why? Because Jesus is real. 
And because He is real the church con-
tinues to exist and will continue to ex-
ist.

Want to know more? Want to take 
your faith seriously if you have one? 
Then come to church, find out more 
and worship God.

By Rev. Graeme Liersch, 
Anglican Church Wonthaggi/Inverloch

Church!
• FAITH FACTOR

By Meg Viney

WHILST zucchini are plentiful, here’s a 
really good recipe. I would stipulate that 
you pick your zucchini whilst they are no 
bigger than 15 cm long, otherwise they 
are very watery and tough.

Ingredients
•  4 zucchini (about 15 cm long)
•  2 Tabs chopped parsley
•  1 clove minced garlic (crush with a 

pinch each of salt and sugar for best 
flavour)

•  1 small onion, finely chopped
•  Pinch of Italian herbs
•  125 gm minced beef
•  salt and pepper
•  2 Tabs white wine (can use fruit juice)
•  1 cup bechamel sauce 
•  Grated cheese of your choice 

Method
Parboil zucchini in salted water for 

about 5 minutes – remove and cool. Cut 
in half and scoop out the pulp.

Remove to a bowl to add to the filling.
In a pan, in some olive oil, sauté the 

onion, garlic and beef until the beef has 
lost its pinkness. Add the parsley, herbs, 
salt and pepper and wine. Simmer for 
25 minutes.

Place the zucchini shells into a baking 
pan into which they fit closely, then fill 
with the beef and pulp mixture.

Top with béchamel sauce and grated 
cheese. Bake on 180 for 25 minutes.

Optional – omit the béchamel and top 
with slices of feta for a Greek touch.

Stuffed Zucchini

Frank Flynn captured this photo recently at First Surf, Cape Paterson during a sunrise swim. 
Have you photographed anything interesting or unique lately? Email your photos to news@sgst.com.au.

~ NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE & ADULT LEARNING NEWS ~

BASS COAST ADULT LEARNING
WITH a short Term 1 due to 

the early Easter holiday this 
year, preparations are well 
underway for Term 2. 

There will be a fresh intake 
for Certificate III in Informa-
tion Technology. BCAL is one 
of the only training organisa-
tions in the area offering IT 
as a face-to-face course on 
campus. As convenient as on-
line learning can be there’s 
no substitute for having your 
question answered immedi-
ately by a trainer who can 
show you the solution there 
and then. 

The course in becoming an 
NDIS carer will be returning 
and already has interest. Plus, 
there will be a range of brand-
new gardening workshops de-
livered all across Bass Coast.

Details are being added to 
the website daily this week. 

For more information on 
all BCAL’s courses and ser-
vices, please visit bcal.vic.
edu.au or call 5672 3115 to 
learn more. 

   WONTHAGGI 
COMMUNITY GARDEN
Water is the essential ingre-

dient in any productive food 
garden.

And the garden’s two large 
water tanks have done the job 
this summer season thanks 
to a regime of mulching, com-
posting and a wise use of the 
available supply.

Mulching with straw af-
ter watering, leaving ‘green 
mulch,’ such as warrigal 
greens, in the ground for 
shade protection, as well as 
top dressing with the garden’s 
homemade compost have 
kept moisture in the soil.

Volunteers are still picking 
a few beans, carrots, radish, 
tomatoes and zucchinis, while 
watering as they go to prevent 
drying out. Corn and pump-
kins are getting a drink too.

Garden members and vol-
unteers learn from each other 
when it comes to the sustain-
able use of resources as pre-
cious as water.

For information about the 
garden contact tgordon@
westnet.com.au or drop in on 
a Thursday between 10 and 
noon to see what’s happen-
ing. 

   U3A WONTHAGGI
Wonthaggi U3A will be hav-

ing its Annual General Meet-
ing this week on Thursday, 
March 21 at 10am. All mem-
bers and friends are welcome. 

The guest speaker will be 
Robert Murphy, Managing 
Director of South Gippsland 
Water, who will provide in-
sights into the current status 
and future plans concerning a 
vital aspect of Bass Coast in-
frastructure: water.

The event will take place 
at Chisholm Institute’s Bass 
Coast Campus (Building A), 
South Dudley Road, Wonthag-
gi. Car parking available.

For more information, vis-
it u3awonthaggi.org.au or 
email president@u3awont-
haggi.org.au. 

   WONTHAGGI 
WOODCRAFTERS
Following the success of the 

Woodies’ annual Christmas 
gift shop last year, the club 
has announced a special sale 
over the Easter weekend. 

There will again be a wide 
range of items from small 
pens and utensils to bowls 
and carved pieces, to large 
furniture. 

The sale will be held at the 
workshop on the BCAL site at 
239 White Road, Wonthaggi. 
However, this time the sale is 
for two days only, Saturday 
and Sunday, March 30 and 31. 

After that, you’ll have to wait 
until Christmas. 

For more information about 
joining the Woodcrafters, visit 
wonthaggiwoodcrafters.com.
au or visit workshop.

239 White Rd, Wonthaggi  PH: (03) 5672 3115  www.bcal.vic.edu.au     

WONTHAGGI NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE
AS WE head towards Eas-

ter, we are also approaching 
the end of first term. Some 
of our programs pause for 
school holidays and some 
continue through. AA, NA 
and Al Anon will all contin-
ue as will our Monday and 
Friday Craft groups and of 
course the Chess Club. If 
you’re not sure whether your 
favourite group is having a 
break, just call us to find 
out.

I’d like to give a shout out 

to the hard-working com-
munity groups that are part 
of our WNC family: Housing 
Matters Bass Coast, Wont-
haggi Food Collective and the 
Bass Coast Refugee Support 
Group. Three very different 
groups all doing important 
and amazing work that en-
riches our Wonthaggi and 
Bass Coast Community. And 
I must also mention a spe-
cial friend of Mitchell House 
– the WMS Fixit Café. Their 
invaluable service minimises 

the amount of waste going to 
landfill, and they are booked 
out every month. Call Mitch-
ell House on 5672 3731 to 
book a spot at the next café 
on April 21.

And don’t forget – if you 
have an idea for a new group 
or you’ve got a group looking 
for a venue – get in touch. 
We’re always on the lookout 
for new and interesting ways 
to expand our programs and 
would love to have a chat 
about what’s possible.

The Friday supported play-
group is back; you can enrol 
through Bass Coast Health. 
The Monday group is expect-
ed to resume next term.

Happy Harmony week ev-
eryone and thanks to all who 
made it to our many commu-
nities event yesterday.

6 Murray St, Wonthaggi PH: (03) 5672 3731  www.wonthaggineighbourhoodcentre.com  
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WONTHAGGI VIEW Club is on the look-
out for new members who want to give 
back to their community and make new 
connections with women in the area.

VIEW, stands for Voice, Interests and 
Education of Women, is a network of 300 
clubs and over 14,000 women throughout 
Australia. It provides a place for women to 
connect in the community, enjoy social ac-
tivities, and develop lasting friendships – 
all while supporting the work of children’s 
education charity, The Smith Family.

Wonthaggi Club President Carmel said 
this year is the perfect time to join VIEW 
as social events are truly back on the 
calendar including Bunnings BBQs, the 
Breakfast Club at South Dudley Campus, 
annual volunteer at the Wonthaggi Agricul-
ture Show.

“Our events and activities are a way that 
we raise funds to support the education 
of children and young people experiencing 
disadvantage through The Smith Family.”

VIEW is the largest community sponsor 
of The Smith Family’s Learning For Life 
program, which provides students with 
financial, educational and personal sup-
port. Carmel says this is crucial, particu-
larly in the current economic climate.

“We have all been hit by the rising cost of 
living, be it power prices, food or petrol. 
But these rises have had an even greater 
impact on those already doing it tough.

“Parents shouldn’t have to choose be-
tween putting dinner on the table or buy-
ing their children a uniform for school. 
This is why it is so important that we can 
help children experiencing disadvantage 
with their education.”

VIEW nationally supports the education 
of over 1720 students through the Learn-
ing for Life program, ensuring that they 
have educational support and what they 
need for the school year (Wonthaggi Club 
currently supports seven students).

“We are always looking for women of all 
backgrounds and ages to join us and look 
forward to welcoming new faces at our 
next monthly meeting,” Carmel said.

Anyone interested in becoming a mem-
ber can call President Carmel on 0418 
781 544 or visit view.org.au for further 
information.

The next Wonthaggi VIEW Club meeting 
will take place at: The Wonthaggi Club, 16 
McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi on Monday, 
March 18, 6pm for 6.30pm start.

THE 25th Bass Veterans luncheon was 
held on Thursday March 14 at Inverloch 
RSL. The luncheon was well attended by 
33 veterans and well supported by the In-
verloch RSL. To assist with catering the 
future luncheons are planned to be held 
on Mondays.

This is a regular gathering usually held 
four times per year. The luncheons for this 
year are planned for June, August, a spe-
cial Vietnam Veterans Day gather which 
will include a service, and for November, 
close to Remembrance days.

All veterans are invited to attending re-
gardless of type of your service. This in-
cludes ex-service members of allied coun-
tries. The principle is that you have served 
your country in some capacity.

These luncheons were established by 
the Bass Coast Veterans and Dependents 
Welfare Centre which operated for many 
years from the Wonthaggi RSL. This or-
ganisation has now closed but veterans 
can continue to seek help from the Leon-
gatha Veterans Centre. The original pur-
pose of the luncheons was to provide wel-
fare and an opportunity for camaraderie 
amongst people with shared experiences. 
Membership of an RSL is not a condition 
all veterans are welcome to attend what is 
a pleasant afternoon.

The organisation is very informal. We in-
vite interested veterans to join a group of 
some 54 vets and enjoy the day, and we 
would like to see the younger veterans for 
which we have much concern to join also 
us. If you are interested you can text your 
details, name, service and email address 
to 0407 355 766.

Bass Veterans 
luncheons

Connect with other local 
women and support 

children in need

Great Bookshop Tour 
to start in Gippsland
GRAEME Simsion, author of the mega-

selling Rosie Project series, and his part-
ner and co-author, Anne Buist, are setting 
out to visit ‘every bookshop in Austra-
lia’ – and they’re starting their tour in 
Gippsland.

“It’s no secret that bricks-and-mortar 
bookshops are struggling,” Simsion said.

“COVID didn’t help. We want to remind 
people that they’re an important part of 
our communities, particularly in regional 
Australia, and to thank them for the sup-
port they’ve given us in the past. And, 
hopefully, with talks and signings, we can 
help them sell a few books.”

Simsion and Buist will kick off their 
travels on Easter Tuesday with a signing 
and a writing seminar in Cowes, hosted by 
Turn the Page Bookshop. 

From there they’ll drop into bookshops 
in Korumburra and Warragul, before fin-
ishing the day with an ‘in conversation’ at 
Traralgon Library hosted by Readers’ Em-
porium. 

Next day it’s a lunch event with Lakes 
Books and Games and an evening talk 
organised by The Book Orchard in Bairn-
sdale. In their 1999 Toyota Prado, embla-
zoned with their tour logo, they hope to 
hold that pace for four months and more 
than four hundred bookshops.

For Simsion, it’s all about supporting 
the bookshops. 

Buist has an additional motivation. 
She’s a professor of psychiatry – chair of 

women’s mental health at the University 
of Melbourne – and their new novel, The 
Glass House, is set in a (fictional) mental 
health service. 

“Most mental health stories and mem-
oirs are told from the patient’s point of 
view, which is a good thing, but it’s impor-
tant to show the doctors, nurses and ad-
ministrators as well. Nurse Ratched from 
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest isn’t ex-
actly a balanced representation of people 
doing a tough job in difficult conditions, 
and usually with good intentions,” Buist 
said.

Buist is keen to get mental health work-
ers along to the book events to share 
drinks and stories and ‘celebrate a book 
that celebrates what we do.’ 

Simsion and Buist are donating all roy-
alties from books sold at the events to 
mental health organisations.

The Glass House, which will be launched 
a few days before the tour starts, has been 
given the nod by prominent psychiatrists: 
words of praise from Australian of the 
Year Professor Pat McGorry adorn the 
cover. But there are also commendations 
from writers with lived experience.

“We’re delighted to have Heidi Ever-
ett, author of the memoir My Friend Fox, 
about living with schizophrenia, doing the 
opening reading at the launch,” Buist said. 

Mental health activist Yenn Purkis will 
interview them in Canberra: that relation-
ship goes back to the Rosie Project series 
and Purkis’s advocacy for the autistic 
community.

Will they make it? 
It’s a daunting journey, not only in dis-

tance and time, but for sheer number of 
events, approaching a hundred. 

“We’ll do our best,” Simsion said. 
Time will tell if they make it to the last 

two bookshops, in Broome. 
“We’ll definitely get as far as Gippsland,” 

Simsion said. 
The tour itinerary is at greataustralian-

bookshoptour.com.au/itinerary.

Four months, four hundred bookshops 
Darwin to Devonport, Brisbane to 
Broome, Graeme Simsion and Anne 
Buist are hitting the road.

Elmo and his circus assistants put on a wonderful performance at Wonthaggi 
Union Community Arts Centre on Thursday for the young, and young at heart. 
C23_1224

LRH Ribbon Cutting, from left is Alfred Carter (Aboriginal artist), Member 
for Eastern Victoria Harriet Shing, Don McRae (LRH Chief Executive), Aunty 
Christine Johnson (Aboriginal Elder), Amy Aeschlimann (Intensive Care 
Nurse Unit Manager), Premier Jacinta Allan, Linda McCoy (LRH Board Chair) 
and Minister for Health Infrastructure Mary-Anne Thomas.

RESIDENTS across 
the Latrobe Valley can 
now access world-class 
healthcare closer to 
home with the comple-
tion of the Allan Labor 
Government’s expansion 
and upgrade of Latrobe 
Regional Hospital. 

Premier Jacinta Allan 
and Minister for Health 
Infrastructure Mary-Anne 
Thomas officially opened 
the $223.5 million up-
grade on Friday which 
includes expanded mater-
nity services, new emer-
gency department facili-
ties and new theatres to 
deliver more surgery.

Catering to the region’s 
growing population, the 
hospital’s maternity ward 
now includes two new 
birthing suites, six ma-
ternity beds, six special 
care nursery cots and a 

kids play area – ensur-
ing more local mums can 
give birth closer to home.

The expansion has 
also delivered three new 
operating suites and 14 
new medical and surgi-
cal beds that will support 
6200 additional surger-
ies each year – helping re-
duce the wait list and en-
sure more locals get the 
surgery they need sooner.

The bigger and better 
hospital also expanded 
the emergency depart-
ment delivering a new 
resuscitation bay, six in-
tensive care unit beds, 44 
inpatient beds, a medical 
imaging and pathology 
unit and a central sterile 
services department. 

Importantly, the hos-
pital now also includes 
a six-bed emergency de-
partment mental health, 

alcohol and other drugs 
(AOD) hub – ensuring 
people presenting with 
mental health or AOD 
issues can get the right 
support sooner, while 
relieving pressure on 
the general emergency 
department to focus on 
other patients.

Delivered by the Vic-
torian Health Building 
Authority in partnership 
with Latrobe Regional 
Health and Built, the 
project created 600 jobs 
during construction.

The $73 million expan-
sion of the Latrobe Re-
gional Hospital (Stage 2) 
was completed in 2017 
and delivered 30 new 
acute inpatient and 12 
short stay beds, a new 
ED and Gippsland’s first 
cardiac catheterisation 
laboratory. 

Latrobe Regional Hospital opens its doors

THE wait was over on 
Thursday as excited fans 
made their way into Won-
thaggi Union Community 
Arts Centre for Elmo’s 
Circus Dream.

What awaited young 
Sesame Street fans was 
a magical sensation 
with parents, carers and 
guardians also delighted 
in an incredible array of 
circus acts.

All the favourites were 
on stage from Elmo to 
Cookie Monster, Gro-
ver, Bert and Ernie to  

Abby Cadabby. 
Singing, dancing and 

clowning around were in-
terwoven with spectacu-
lar circus performances 
including impressive ac-
robatic displays that left 
even the adults speech-
less, jaw dropping jug-
gling acts and mind-
bending illusions.

A roughly 50-minute 
show, it was perfect for 
the young attendees, but 
did leave some of the old-
er parents wanting more.

One young member of 

the crowd spent most 
of the time with his jaw 
open, astonished by the 
colours, movement and 
speed. Others cheered, 
clapped and joined in the 
fun in their seats, dazzled 
as the magic of the circus 
unfolded before their 
eyes.

And whilst Elmo and 
his friends have departed 
Wonthaggi, there are still 
shows across Victoria 
until April 13 including 
Bendigo, Horsham, Nor-
wood and Mildura.

Laughter, acrobatics 
and imagination
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THE Leongatha Red Cross 
Unit held a morning tea on 
Tuesday, March 12 at the 
Woorayl Golf Club.

Nearly 50 people attended a 
cuppa, scones and cakes, with 
an amazing $1100 being raised 
to support vulnerable people 
in our community.  

Our special guest speakers 
were Sandy Ridge followed by 
Wendy Caple. 

Sandy spoke about her in-
volvement with Red Cross 
spanning over 60 years. Her 
involvement as Secretary, then 
Chairperson of this Red Cross 
Zone and recently as Division-
al Board Member for Victoria 
i.e.. reviewing issues, regions 
and recruitment (including vol-
unteers), community liaisons 
and communication within or-
ganisations

Sandy brought a lot of ex-
perience to her presentation 
and also sadly shared how her 
home and surrounds were af-
fected during the recent storms 
at The Gurdies.

Wendy, a member of the lo-
cals Red Cross Emergency 
Services, spoke about how Red 
Cross is supporting both Mir-
boo North and the Grantville 
area during the aftermath of 

the storms.
We’d like to thank these peo-

ple for sharing their knowledge 
and experiences.

The morning raised $1100 
for vulnerable people in our 
community.

If you wish to know more 
about our local Red Cross Unit 
and what we do, please contact 
Lois on 0428 686 273 or Cathy 
on 0427 196 095.

FRRR is encouraging not-for-profit 
organisations (NFPs) in rural com-
munities to work with local young 
people to adopt or adapt one of the 
six project ideas developed at this 
year’s ABC Heywire Youth Sum-
mit. The ideas emerged in response 
to the concerns identified as being 
most current and critical for youth 
in remote, rural and regional Aus-
tralia.

Funded through the FRRR ABC 
Heywire Youth Innovation Grants 
program, grants of up to $10,000 
are available to kickstart initiatives 
that promote equitable access to lo-
cal services and foster a sense of be-
longing and connection to peers and 
to the land.

The six ideas developed by the 35 
young Summit participants during 
the week-long youth leadership and 
skills development event are:

Bussin’: How might we create 
more accessible transport options 
for young people in regional and ru-
ral communities?

MEE (Mentoring Educating Em-
powering): How might we close the 
gap in accessing quality education 
for young people in regional, rural 
and remote communities?

A Place for You: How might we im-
prove accessibility to mental health 
services in remote and regional ar-
eas of Australia?

The Bigger Picture: How can we 
empower young people in regional 
towns to celebrate their differences 
and foster connection among them-
selves?

Safe Sphere: How might we en-
sure that young people in regional 
and remote communities receive 
relevant and comprehensive sexual 
education?

Youth 2 Grassroots: How might 
we promote a stronger connection 
between individuals and their land 
by fostering a culture of environ-
mental protection and steward-
ship?

There is $100,000 in funding avail-
able nationally, thanks to the gener-
ous support of The Sally Founda-
tion, David Mactaggart Foundation 
and private donors.

Deb Samuels, FRRR’s People Port-
folio Lead, said the Foundation’s 
long-term partnership with ABC has 
led to significant outcomes for young 
people and communities.

“Having run the Heywire Youth 
Innovation Grants program for 12 
years, we have been lucky enough to 
witness the impact that these young 
leaders, their ideas, and the funded 
projects have had on rural Austra-
lia.

“From mental health first aid 
training and career open days to 
events that foster social and cultural 
connection and understanding, each 
project ensures young people have 
an active role in fostering a place 
that they are proud to call home.

“It gives me hope for the future 
of rural Australia when I see young 
people working to tackle issues, 
many of which echo the concerns 
we see in rural Australia more gen-
erally, head on. The projects that 
these grants fund help young lead-
ers to address issues of equity and 
wellbeing and change the underlying 
narrative of what rural communi-
ties “don’t have”, by creating a future 
where we can celebrate all that rural 
Australia can offer its young people,” 
said Ms Samuels.

Applications close 5pm AEST 
Wednesday, May 29 and recipients 
will be announced in August.

More information about the six 
ideas is available at abc.net.au/hey-
wire/grants, and more information 
about the available grants can be 
found on FRRR’s website at frrr.org.
au/heywire-youth-innovation-grants.

Empowering  
rural youth to 

lead local change

Guest speakers Sandy Ridge and Wendy Caple with members of the Leongatha Red Cross.

Red Cross morning tea a success

Mirboo North Secondary School teachers are prepared to shave or colour their hair to raise money for the Leukemia Foundation, 
front, Nick McKenzie, Rebecca Borg, middle, Gail Lamb-Hale, Petra Hopkins, Kerry Bennetto, Chris Anders, back, Danny Zicio, Mitch 
Andrew and Nic Ryan. 

Teachers to colour or shave their hair for a good cause
MIRBOO North Secondary 

College staff members have 
bravely put their hand up to do 
the World’s Greatest Shave to 
help raise money for the Leu-
kemia Foundation.

Year Eight Coordinator Mitch 
Andrew has recruited col-
leagues, with  ten staff mem-
bers agreeing to cut, colour or 
shave their hair, depending on 
amounts raised.

With $500 raised so far, Nick 
McKenzie, PE teacher will be 
shaving his facial hair and Gail 
Lamb–Hale, Wellbeing Coordi-
nator will be colouring her hair 
green or purple.

Amounts between $3000 and 
$9000 will see five teachers go 

ahead with a full shave, and if 
the school reaches their fund-
raising total of $10,000, Petra 
Hopkins, Senior School Lead 
will also see her locks fall to 
the ground.

Mitch saw the World’s Great-
est Shave as an opportunity 
to have some fun, connect 
with the community and raise 
funds for a good cause, and is 
encouraging others to donate.

“If we can get 10 grand, that’d 
be awesome in terms of our 
overall total. But it’s also a bit 
of fun, showing that we’re hu-
man as well as teachers and 
we can connect with the com-
munity, whilst raising funds 
for the Leukemia Foundation,” 

Mitch said.
“The most important part 

is if we can help contribute to 
find a cure for blood cancer.”

There are 140,000 families 
in Australia who are current-
ly facing blood cancer and it 
takes the lives of 16 Austra-
lians every day.

It is predicted that these 
numbers will double by 2035, 
unless something is done.

The money raised by the 
teachers from Mirboo North 
Secondary School will go to-
wards providing practical and 
emotional support to Aus-
tralians facing blood cancer, 
as well as funding critical re-
search.

The colours and shaves will 
take place at the school, at 
lunchtime on the last day of 
this term, Thursday March 28.

To find out more or to donate 
go to my.leukaemiafoundation.
org.au/mirboonorthprimary-
andsecondaryschools
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Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club, 75 Graham Street
Come and join in the laughs at South Coast FM Bingo

 RAFFLES  DOOR PRIZES  LUCKY NUMBER JACKPOT
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WEDNESDAY 1pm - 3pm
THURSDAY 8pm - 10pm

WONTHAGGIWONTHAGGI

What’s on YOUR LOCAL GUIDE TO ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Sentinel-Times

Send Send 
us your us your 
photosphotos
If you’re having a 
21st, club function, 
wedding, or other 
social event, take 
some photos, name 
the people in the 
snaps and email to 
news@sgst.com.au

It won’t cost a cent to see them in print!

Don Walker’s Lightning 
Live tour at Archies Creek

Variety concert in support of Berry Street
IN APRIL, resident of Wont-

haggi, Claire Gatto, will head 
to Cradle Mountain for a multi-
day trek in support of Berry 
Street. While the trip itself is 
at her own expense, Claire has 
also committed, as part of the 
venture, to raise $3000 in sup-
port of Berry Street’s programs.

Berry Street is a not-for-profit 
organisation that works to help 
those experiencing family vio-
lence, abuse, and poverty, and 
to help families stay together in 
safe and healthy homes.

“They have been working 
with some of the most vulner-
able children and families since 
1877 and they are one of Aus-
tralia’s largest independent 
child and family services organ-
isations,” said Claire. 

Right now, Berry Street is see-
ing a surge in family violence, 
and the evidence is that when 

a child or infant (including in-
utero) is involved, regardless of 
whether the violence is directed 
at them, they are significantly 
impacted in the long term.

To support the fundraising ef-
forts, a variety concert will be 
held on Thursday, March 21 at 
the Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club.

The program will feature local 
performers with classical, folk 
and jazz music, including the 
Invy Jazz Jam group.

“It will be a fun and entertain-
ing night, all for a good cause.” 

For bookings, please call the 
Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club on 
5672 1083 – tickets can be pur-
chased at $50pp (inclusive of a 
two course meal). 

Individual donations to spon-
sor Claire’s trek can be made 
at berry-street.grassrootz.com/
berrystreet-tasmania-2024/
claireg

Claire Gatto is trekking Cradle Mountain and holding a 
variety concert at the Wonthaggi Workmans Club to raise 
vital funds for Berry Street; an organisation that is focused 
on building a more compassionate world. 

FOLLOWING rave reviews 
for his June 2023 tour, Don 
Walker returns to the road 
with his crack band, featur-
ing The Harmonettes, for the 
Lightning Live 2024 Tour – 
hitting the renowned Archies 
Creek Hotel on March 21. 

Don’s touring band fea-
tures his long-time band-
mates and creative collabo-
rators Garrett Costigan on 
pedal steel; Michael Vidale 
on bass; Hamish Stuart on 
drums and Shannon Bourne 
on guitar. 

Speaking with the Sentinel 
Times, Don shared his expe-
riences in the music indus-
try, from a long-time passion 
of writing his own songs, 
how that morphed from be-
ing a hobby to his renowned 
career writing for Cold Chis-
el before he began writing re-
cords of his own. 

Lightning in a Clear Blue 
Sky is Don’s fourth solo al-
bum, and he shared that “I 
had the title, then the first 
line, then the rest of the song 
rolled itself out from there. 
It’s a little movie.” 

Don spoke of his approach 
to collaborate with each band 
member and how his own 
writing style has evolved over 
time, and emphasised the 
importance of adapting to 
suit new guitarist Shannon’s 

unique talent while maintain-
ing the core of their original 
songs.

However, Don shared that 
some of the songs on this new 
album are 25-year-old songs.

“Their bones are good, it was 

just a matter of aligning them 
with additional songs for the 
new album,” Don explained. 

Joining them on backing 
vocals are The Harmonettes: 
Amanda Roff, Erica Dunn, 
Felicity Cripps and Alex Scott-
Douglas. 

Songwriter and lead vocal-
ist, Felicity Cripps, harbours 
an otherworldliness on stage, 
embodying the spirit of her 
songs – her voice a force of 
strength and character. The 
Castlemaine-based artist is 
soon to release her second al-
bum, recorded at Resting Bell 
Studios on Wautharong coun-
try, with engineer/producer, 
Nick Huggins.

In a live setting, Cripps pairs 
up with vocalist and saxophon-
ist, Alex Scott-Douglas, the 
duo creating harmony-heavy 
melodies that almost lead into 
Kate Bush territory with sur-
prising punk elements. 

Special guests on the tour 
in Victoria are The Felicity 
Cripps Duo (VIC). 

Tickets for all shows are on 
sale now from donwalker.com.
au/live or bit.ly/3veazZ6

Don Walker performing live at Archies Creek Hotel on 
March 21. Photo: Wendy McDougall.

FRIDAY 22-SUNDAY 24 MARCH

WONTHAGGI INTERNATIONAL 

FILM FESTIVAL

WIFF opens 7pm Friday with the Italian

film, The Eight Mountains.   The program
continues over Saturday and Sunday with

seven more great dramas and
documentaries.  Entry free for members on

opening night, and tickets at concession
prices for the rest of the program.

 @ WONTHAGGI UNION CINEMA

96 Graham Street, Wonthaggi.

Check the website for more info:

basscoastfinefilmgroup.weebly.com

THE Wonthaggi International Film Fes-
tival is on again, with opening night on 
Friday, March 22, commencing at 7pm 
with award winning Italian film, The Eight 
Mountains. Over Saturday and Sunday 
there are seven more films, including Os-
car nominees Anatomy of a Fall and The 
Zone of Interest.

The Wonthaggi International Film Fes-
tival is an annual event that showcases 
the best of international cinema. The 
selected films represent a diverse range 
of cultures and perspectives. This year’s 
festival promises to showcase an excep-
tional range of films from different genres 
and countries. From gripping dramas to 
heartwarming documentaries, viewers 
can immerse themselves in captivating 
stories from around the world.

From award-winning filmmakers 
Charlotte Vandermeersch and Felix van 
Groeningen (The Broken Circle Break-
down), The Eight Mountains is a breath-
taking and richly involving story about 
two people of vastly different classes who 
forge a decades-long, life-defining friend-
ship in the Italian Alps.

Summer 1984, a secluded alpine village 
in the Aosta Valley. Holidaying with his 
mother (Elena Lietti) and father (Filippo 
Timi), 11-year-old Pietro befriends Bru-
no, the local son of a stonemason, and 
the two spend an idyllic vacation together. 
But when Pietro’s well-meaning but im-
petuous dad suggests that Bruno return 
to Turin with them so that he can receive 
a proper education, he inadvertently 
drives a wedge between the boys. 

In adulthood, their paths intertwine 
again: the estranged Pietro (Martin 
Eden’s Luca Marinelli) is drawn back to 
the valley – a place that Bruno (Alessan-
dro Borghi) has never left – and as the 
two set about building a mountain cabin, 
they begin to bridge a crevasse of emo-
tional distance and reconcile the wounds 
and regrets of the past...

Set against the pristine, spectacular 
panoramas of Northwest Italy and Ne-
pal, and adapted from Paolo Cognetti’s 
bestselling novel, The Eight Mountains is 
a deeply affecting tale of connection – to 
others, to nature and to self. The incred-
ible bond the two protagonists achieve is 
both profoundly moving and meaningful.

The Wonthaggi International Film Festi-
val will take place over three days, March 
22-24, at the Wonthaggi Union Commu-
nity Arts Centre, 96 Graham Street, Won-
thaggi. Bass Coast Fine Film Group mem-
bers have free entry on opening night, and 
tickets at concession ticket prices for the 
remainder of the festival. Other tickets at 
usual box office prices. The full program 
can be viewed at basscoastculturalvenues.
com/wiff-2024, or on the Bass Coast Fine 
Film Group’s website: basscoastfinefilm-
group.weebly.com/current-season.

Coming this weekend! 
Wonthaggi International 

Film Festival 2024
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Rob Fisher of Blue Tree Honey Farm 
and market committee member was 
thrilled with the popularity of the 
new location on Sunday.

Zara Jeff ery, Mackenzie Stringer 
and Brooklyn Jeff ery had a wonderful 
time at the Great Fete on Saturday.

Tessa and Sari Brown enjoyed a day 
out at the Great Fete on Saturday.

Daisy was looking forward to seeing 
Elmo, one of her favourite characters 
with mum Sarah. C22_1224

Meila was super excited and talked 
about Elmo for days ahead of Elmo’s 
Dream Circus on Thursday with mum 
Karolina. C20_1224

Brayden couldn’t sleep according to 
mum, Angel, and was very excited to 
be seeing Sesame Street. C21_1224

Bridie and Otis Behmer had a blast 
checking out the stalls at the Great 
Fete.

Brad had a unique look for his 1971 
HG Holden Kingswood at the show n’ 
shine.

Sofi a Alford and Olivia West eagerly 
awaited the arrival of Bluey at the 
Great Fete.

James was having a great time 
showing off  his boss’ Kenworth at the 
Leongatha Show N’ Shine on Sunday 
March 17.

Among those visiting Newhaven Col-
lege on open day last Saturday were 
Frank and Joan Hindle, with grandchil-
dren at the school, chatting to Perform-
ing Arts Administrator Sue Findlayson.

Phillip Island Health Hub Auxiliary 
secretary Gill and committee member 
Louanne were selling raffl  es to raise 
much needed funds at the Woolamai 
Races.

Keeping the barbecue going at the 
Newhaven College open day was Ra-
chel Cameron with son Leith and an-
other of the day’s guides Edmund Lee.

Sentinel-Times
>>> ORDER THESE AND OTHER PHOTOS 5672 1888

Pictures of you and your friends at the Leongatha 
Community Market, Leongatha Show N’ Shine, 

Woolamai Races, Elmo, Inverloch-Kongwak Primary 
Schools’ Great Fete and Newhaven College open day.

with mum Sarah. 

about Elmo for days ahead of Elmo’s 

Sentinel-Times

Among those attending open day at Newhaven College last Saturday 

were, from left, Tom Bird, Ruby, Archie and Sarah Pedersen, principal 

Tony Corr, William Bar Bar and Heide Driscoll.

Rotary Club of Leongatha members 
Sue and Bob were delighted with the 
turnout for this year’s car show on 
Sunday.

President of Leongatha Community 
Market Neil Barrett was looking co-
lourful and festive at the market.

Sarah, Jane and Beau of Dalyston 
Football Club were serving ice cold 
drinks at the Woolamai Races on 
Sunday March 17.
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Entry Level ASX Limited Investment

Stable investment in a critical infrastructure hub, backed by a secure lease to NAB Bank & NAB Agribusiness.

Rental $78,990 NET
Outgoings - Land tax fully recovered
Long established location
Two (2) years from 1 February 2024 to 31 January 2026
One (1) further Three (3) year options to 31 January 2029

For more information, call the exclusive agents.

23 McCartin Street, Leongatha, VIC 3953

Ryan Trickey
Managing Director
Ray White Commercial
Glen Waverley
0400 380 438
ryan.trickey@raywhite.com

Vincent Daniele
Sales & Leasing Executive
Ray White Commercial
Glen Waverley
0428 272 887
vincent.daniele@raywhite.com

Elliot Kidd
Assistant Director - Retail
Sales & Leasing
Ray White Metro North
0407 696 738
elliot.kidd@raywhite.com

*All areas and figures approx only. All boundaries are indicative only. All precaution has been taken to establish the accuracy of all information, but does not constitute any representation by the Vendor or Agents.

Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

3015 South Gippsland Highway, 
Stony Creek
For Sale $1,400,000
Agent Ray White Leongatha
Kasey Bowman 5662 5800
Alex Scott & Staff Leongatha
Andrew Newton 0402 940 320

4 1 1 35 ha

BOASTING captivating views 
of rolling green hills and beyond, 
this property is superbly located 
between the popular townships of 
Meeniyan and Foster and offers the 
opportunity to purchase a prime 
piece of land with an opportunity 
for a variety of rural pursuits.

The homestead is the original 
farmers cottage and features a 
country kitchen with wood heater, 
formal dining area plus living area 
with attractive timber panel walls, 
reverse cycle and open fire. Each 
of the four bedrooms are a good 
size plus there is a study/office. 
With 12ft ceilings and timber floor-
boards throughout, this home has 
the potential to be transformed 
into something special! 

Outside you will find an array of 
infrastructure and shedding in-
cluding
• �A Studio/cottage with kitchenette 

and bedroom
• �Disused dairy
• �Garage
• �Wood shed
• �Machinery shed
• �Large hay shed
• �Cattle yards with ramp and 

crush
Just to name a few!
The land itself is a mixture of un-

dulating and flat and needs to be 
seen to be appreciated. There is a 
large dam followed by five smaller 
dams, so water is not in short sup-
ply and shelter is provided by a va-
riety of trees. The land is bordered 
by a creek on one side and is cur-
rently used for grazing cattle. 

Located just eight kilometres to 
Foster, 14 kilometres to Meeniyan 
and just a 30 minute drive to some 
of Victoria’s most beautiful beach-
es, this property is truly worthy of 
inspection.

Contact conjunctional agents 
Kasey Bowman from Ray White on 
0439 207 196 or Andrew Newton 
from Alex Scott on 0402 940 320 
to arrange an inspection time to-
day!

“Grassy Spur Farm” 
A charming  

homestead on  
approx. 87 acres!

NEW data from the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics (ABS) concerning building ap-
provals and lending indicators continues 
to show we need to do more to tackle sup-
ply constraints in the housing pipeline as 
new home building and lending declines.

Master Builders Australia CEO Denita 
Wawn said resolving supply constraints 
should be the focus for all political parties 
in fixing our housing crisis, and until they 
are addressed, Australians will continue 
to struggle with housing affordability. 

“According to the ABS figures, the total 
number of new dwelling approvals experi-
enced a slight decline of one per cent com-
pared to December. Notably, there was a 
substantial drop of 9.6 per cent in approv-
als for new detached houses, marking the 
weakest monthly total since June 2012. 
However, there was a contrasting increase 
of 14.5 per cent in approvals for higher 
density homes.

“The ABS data also indicated a decline 
in lending volumes related to new home 
building during January 2024.

“Dwelling construction loans fell by 4.3 
per cent in seasonally adjusted terms, 
with loans for new dwelling purchases 
down by 3.9 per cent. Notably, housing in-
vestors continue to play a significant role 
in the market, accounting for a consider-
able share of activity.

“Housing investors remain a significant 
player in the market, representing 40.3 
per cent of new dwelling construction 
loans during January.

“We must ensure that sufficient support 
is provided to encourage investment in 
housing development this includes steer-
ing clear of any changes to negative gearing 
and capital gains tax,” Ms Wawn said.

Land tax is hurting 
the property market

A NEW land tax which came into effect 
on January 1, 2024 in Victoria is causing 
significant financial stress to mum and 
dad investors, homeowners, and renters.

It lowered the tax-free threshold for land 
tax from $300,000 to $50,000 and intro-
duces an additional flat tax of up to $975 
on all Victoria households.

The Nationals Member for Eastern Vic-
toria, Melina Bath opposed the new land 
tax and said it is desperately unfair and 
had been implemented at the expense of 
all Victorian homeowners.

Ms Bath believes the tax will impact 
struggling renters who will have the charge 
passed on or their property sold.

“The Treasurer Tim Pallas estimated 
that the property tax will cost the average 
Victorian household an additional $1300 
a year. The State Government is punish-
ing Victorian homeowners and investors 
for its own economic mismanagement 
through this appalling tax that’s driving up 
costs for home owners, increasing rents, 
increasing the cost of doing business and 
impacting our most vulnerable citizens.

“How the State Government can wick-
edly disincentivise investment in Victoria’s 
property market is incomprehensible.

“There only two plausible outcomes of 
the land tax - a rental property fire sale 
and increased rents - neither are a palat-
able option.”

Victorians pay the highest property taxes 
in Australia. The average property tax per 
person across this year is $2120, com-
pared to $1646 in New South Wales and 
$1343 in Queensland.

The Property Investment Professionals 
of Australia has named  Victoria as the 
worst state in the nation for renters due 
to high stamp duty and the new land tax.

Ms Bath said the State Government is 
treating hardworking everyday Victorians 
as it’s personal ATM to counteract its spi-
ralling debt.

“The State Government can’t manage 
money and once again Victorians are pay-
ing the price through higher taxes.”

Builders respond to latest 
building approvals and 

lending indicators 
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Ray White Leongatha
03 5662 5800    

15 Bair Street, Leongatha
raywhiteleongatha.com.au     

Michael
Hanily 

Paige 
Matthews

Dave 
Trotman 

Kasey 
Bowman 

20 Horn Street, Leongatha
ROOM FOR EVERYONE & EVERYTHING!
• Located in the heart of the school precinct
• Spacious kitchen & large living area
• Solid fuel heating plus reverse cycle
• Outdoor entertaining area plus 3 sheds

Dave Trotman 0418 589 805

$650,000

For Sale

H
M

11
19

5-
V2

3 Ritchie Street, Leongatha
STUNNING PERIOD FEATURES!
• Renovated with attractive period features
• Large open plan living/dining/kitchen
• Covered entertaining deck & private yard
• Close proximity to shops

Kasey Bowman 0439 207 196  

$795,000

For Sale

4 Bate Street, Leongatha
LOVINGLY RENOVATED!
• Upgraded with new paint, blinds & flooring
• Light filled kitchen/dining/living 
• Solid fuel heating plus reverse cycle
• 2 carports plus lock up shed & secure yard

Kasey Bowman 0439 207 196  

$489,000

For Sale

134 Hairs Road, Moyarra
DREAM FAMILY HOME
• 26 acres with an abundance of infrastructure
• 4 bedrooms plus office/5th bedroom
• Self cleaning swimming pool & 4 person spa
• Stunning views overlooking rolling green hills

Dave Trotman 0418 589 805

$1,555,000

For Sale

4        1        53        1        3

5        2        9

4        2        1

42 A’Beckett Street, Leongatha
PRIME POSITION
• Hop, skip & jump to shops & eateries!
• Generous open plan living/dining/kitchen
• Two bedrooms with BIR’s
• Rear courtyard, lovely garden & garage

Mick Hanily  0417 311 756   

$449,000 

For Sale

2        1        1

15 Hankinson Court, Mirboo
“TRANQUIL ACRES’’
• 208 productive acres with modern home
• Exquisite views over lush green paddocks
• 2km of river frontage, loading race/stock yards
• Hay shed plus machinery shed

Mick Hanily  0417 311 756     

$2,800,000 neg

For Sale

4        2        5

OFI: Sunday, March 24, 12-1pm

Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

3045 South Gippsland Highway, 
Stony Creek
For Sale $1,750,000
Agent Ray White Leongatha
Kasey Bowman 5662 5800
Alex Scott & Staff Leongatha
Andrew Newton 0402 940 320

3 2 5 31.26 ha

It doesn’t get 
much better 

than this!
WITH picture perfect views as far as the 

eye can see plus a stylish sandstone brick 
home, this property is located just eight 
minutes from the Foster township and is 
the perfect combination of rural produc-
tivity and modern luxury.

Stepping into this home is truly breath-
taking. You will be greeted by a large open 
plan kitchen, living and dining area com-
plete with electric oven, gas stove, dish-
washer, island bench, wood heater and 
commanding views over the neighbour-
ing hills. The separate formal living area 
boasts a reverse cycle air conditioner. The 
master bedroom also takes in the best 
of the views and has a walk-in robe and 
ensuite with large shower. The remain-
ing two bedrooms are a fantastic size and 
have built-in robes. A very spacious main 
central bathroom features a bath and 
separate shower as well as separate toi-
let. A handy mud room and laundry are 
accessed via the double garage with auto-
matic roller doors. 

Outside, you will find a triple bay shed 
with concrete floors, a hay shed and a 
new set of steel cattle yards with crush. 
The property is serviced by four 22,500L 
(approx.) water tanks and is completely 
off grid which means no power bills!

Located on approx. 77 acres of undu-
lating countryside just 30 minutes to the 
pristine beaches of Waratah Bay, Sandy 
Point and Walkerville and 50 minutes to 
Wilsons Promontory National Park.

Contact conjunctional agents Kasey 
Bowman from Ray White on 0439 207 
196 or Andrew Newton from Alex Scott 
on 0402 940 320 to find out more about 
this astonishing property.
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ACROSS
1 Frisk (6)
4 Optimistic (6)
10 Earth (Lat) (5)
11 Reality (9)
12 Insurance (9)
13 Proficient (5)

14 English author,  
Graham – (6)

15 Ornamental quartz (4)
19 Pig meat (4)
20 Two-piece bathing suit (6)
24 Japanese comics (5)
25 Impact; crash (9)

27 Globetrotter (9)
28 Rome’s river (5)
29 Hue (6)
30 Approach (6)

DOWN
1 Surroundings (8)
2 Condensed (8)
3 Monty Python member, 

Graham – (7)
5 Body of troops (7)
6 Cast out from society (6)
7 Japanese car brand (6)
8 West African nation (4)
9 Remaining; residing (7)
16 Sound of wood burning (7)
17 Lamentable (8)
18 Married Italian women (8) 
19 High plain (7)
21 Very stupid (7)
22 Aid to vomiting (6)
23 Involve (6)
26 Old stringed instrument (4)

SOLUTION

 No. 129WORDFIT

9-LETTER

3 LETTERS
ALE
APT
ARE
DOE
EGO
ERA
EWE
FUR
GIN
GOT
MEN
MET
MOP
OHM
ORE
OWE
REV
RUM
RYE
SUE
TWO
USE
UTE
VIE

4 LETTERS
BEND
CAST
COSY
ELSE
HARD
HEEL
MASS
MESS
OPAL

ROMP
STAR
TILL
USED
WALL

5 LETTERS
ADAGE
ALIVE
AMBLE
ARISE
AROMA
AURAL
BANKS
BAWDY
CASTS
CRAMS
DEEDS
DOONA
EDGES
EERIE
ERRED
GATED
GENUS
HEART
MAKES
METRE
MODEL
OPERA
OWNED
OWNER
PEELS
ROADS
ROAST
RURAL
SALON

SANER
SAWED
SERVE
SKEWS
SLOTS
SLUGS
SMOKO
SORES
STORE
STRAW
THINK
TORSO
TRAIN
TREAD

TREND
UNITE
UNSET
USAGE
USURP
WINDY
YELLS

6 LETTERS
ENEMAS
PREFAB
SENSOR
WEEDED

7 LETTERS
ANTHILL
ERASURE
OBEYING
PEELING
RIBBONS
TERSEST

8 LETTERS
ENLARGES
SERENEST
SPARKLER
TOTTERED

No. 219CROSSWORD

A

N

L L

Q

EG

I

U
Using the nine letters in the grid, how many 
words of four letters or more can you list? 
The centre letter must be included and each 
letter may only be used once. No colloquial 
or foreign words. No capitalised nouns, 
apostrophes or plural words ending in “s”.

Each number corresponds to a letter of the alphabet. Two have been filled in 
for you, can you work out the rest?

Can you find all the words listed?  
The leftover letters will spell out a secret message.

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from 1 to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical columns, each 
of the nine horizontal rows and each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Remember, no number can occur more than 
once in any row, column or box.

20 words: Good

30 words: Very good

40 words: Excellent

Today’s Aim:
agile, alien, align, 
angel, angle, elan, 
EQUALLING, gale, 
gall, genial, gill, 
glean, glen, glue, 
guile, gull, lain, lane, 
lang, leal, lean, legal, 
lien, lieu, line, lineal, 
lingua, lingual, lung, 
lunge, nail, null, 
quail, quell, quelling, 
quill, ulan, ullage, 
ulna, ulnae

CODEWORD: 1 = A, 2 = X, 3 = J, 4 = V, 5 = L, 6 = R, 7 = I, 8 = B, 9 = S, 10 = F, 11 = Y, 12 = H, 13 = Z, 14 = N, 15 = O, 
16 = W, 17 = M, 18 = Q, 19 = E, 20 = K, 21 = T, 22 = C, 23 = D, 24 = U

No. 169CODEWORD

WORD SEARCH

SUDOKU

8 5

8 1

8 3

4 7 2 3

4 7 6 9 5

8 7 9 1

6 4 5 2

5 3 7 4 8

2 7 3 9

EASY

4 9 8 7

2 8

9 7 2 5

3 1 6

1 5

2 4 1

8 1 3

3 4

5 1 9

MEDIUM

436958712

624579183

149762835

297431658

978213564

762385491

851627349

513846927

385194276

EASY

MEDIUM

782391546

829534761

918245637

495786123

147628395

653879214

361452978

536917482

274163859

SO
LU

TI
O

N

SO
LU

TI
O

N

SO
LU

TI
O

N

SOLUTIONS

ANNUAL
BANNER
BLESSING
CAKE
CHEERS
CLOWN
DATE
ENTERTAIN- 
 MENT
EVENT
FAMILY
FESTIVE
FRIENDS
GAMES
GRATITUDE

GUESTS
JOYFUL
LAUGHTER
LOVE
MERRY
MUSIC
PARTY
PICNIC
PINATA
PRESENTS
PUNCH
REFRESHMENT
RELATIVES
RIBBON
RSVP

SINGING
SPEECH
THANK YOU
THEME
TREAT
WINE
WISH
YEAR

1. What word can refer to a 
famous volcano, a variety 
of apple or a photography 
company?

2. What chemical element  
is represented by the 
symbol Pt?

3. Which of the following 
series did JJ Abrams  
not produce: a) Fringe,  
b) Revolution or  
c) Continuum?

4. Danny DeVito (pictured) 
plays Frank in which US  
comedy series?

5. How many strings are 
there on a standard 
ukulele? 

6. What is the heaviest lizard 
on Earth? 

7. What is the capital of 
Croatia?

8. What is a female rabbit 
called?

9. What colour is sepia?

10. Is pinot gris a red or  
white wine?

QUICK QUIZ 

ANSWERS: 1. Fuji 2. Platinum 3. c) Continuum 4. It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia 5. Four 6. Komodo 
dragon 7. Zagreb 8. Doe 9. Brown 10. White 

PUZZLES

| PUZZLES AND PAGINATION ©1503

1 14
2 15
3 16
4 17
5 18
6 19
7 20
8 21
9 22
10 23
11 24
12 25 G
13 26 P

No. 219

No. 219

No. 129

SECRET MESSAGE: For he’s a jolly good fellow

CHALLENGEPuzzlesPuzzlesSentinel-Times



PREVIEW
Sentinel-Times 2024 FOOTBALL - NETBALL

FOOTY & 
NETBALL 
IS BACK 
FOR 2024
Be ready 
for all the 
action !

INSIDE:
How your club is
shaping for the exciting 
season ahead, league 
fi xtures and more…

PREVIEWPREVIEWPREVIEWPREVIEWPREVIEWPREVIEWPREVIEWPREVIEWPREVIEWPREVIEWPREVIEWPREVIEWPREVIEWPREVIEWPREVIEWPREVIEWPREVIEWPREVIEWPREVIEW
IS BACK IS BACK 
FOR 2024
Be ready 

all the 

INSIDE:
How your club is
shaping for the exciting 
season ahead, league 
fi xtures and more…

FOR 2024FOR 2024

How your club is
shaping for the exciting 
season ahead, league 
fi xtures and more…

FOR 2024

H
M

11
30

0

in the Alex Scott & Staff West Gippsland 
Football Netball competition

WISHING ALL TEAMS  
A SUCCESSFUL SEASON 

SPONSORING LOCAL SPORT  Since 1886  ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU
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G
G

10
38

1 Roughead St, Leongatha 5662 2327      
Darryl McGannon 0409 151 463  LMCT 1500

Kick a winning goal 
with a deal from Edney’s

BEST OF LUCK FORBEST OF LUCK FOR
THE 2024 SEASONTHE 2024 SEASON

Proudly supporting
Gippsland Football

Best of
luck to

all teams!

LOCALLY OWNED LIVESTOCK 
AND REAL ESTATE AGENTS 

COVERING ALL AREAS 
LEONGATHA 5662 4033

FOSTER 5682 2800

G
G

10
68

Preferred repairer for all major
insurance companies

• 24-hour towing & salvage
• “Car-O-Liner” measuring bench

• Low-bake oven and lifetime warranty

Good luck to the Parrots
Netball & Football teams in 2024

11 Curtis Close, Leongatha
5662 3346 GG1067

Nagel’s Pharmacy
10-14 Bair St, Leongatha 5662 2297

Brett, Kerryn 
and the staff at 

Nagel’s Pharmacy 
wish all local football 

and netball teams
a successful season

G
G

10
35

SOUTH GIPPSLANDSOUTH GIPPSLAND
UMPIRES ASSOCIATION

GIPPSLANDGIPPSLAND
LEAGUE

2024 FIXTURE

SEASON OPENER
Saturday, March 30
Bairnsdale v Traralgon

ROUND 1
Saturday, April 6
Bairnsdale v Drouin
Moe v Morwell
Warragul v Wonthaggi
Leongatha v Traralgon
Maffra v Sale

ROUND 2
Saturday, April 13
Sale v Warragul
Drouin v Maffra
Morwell v Bairnsdale
Wonthaggi v Leongatha
Traralgon v Moe  (N)

ROUND 3 
Saturday, April 20
Maffra v Leongatha
Wonthaggi v Morwell
Moe v Sale
Warragul v Drouin

ROUND 4
Saturday, April 27
Sale v Wonthaggi
Bairnsdale v Maffra
Morwell v Drouin
Leongatha v Moe
Traralgon v Warragul  (N)

ROUND 5 
Saturday, May 4
Drouin v Sale
Leongatha v Warragul
Traralgon v Wonthaggi
Moe v Bairnsdale
Maffra v Morwell

ROUND 6
Saturday, May 11
Morwell v Leongatha
Moe v Drouin
Wonthaggi v Maffra
Sale v Traralgon
Warragul v Bairnsdale

BYE WEEKEND - May 18

ROUND 7
Saturday, May 25
Bairnsdale v Wonthaggi
Morwell v Warragul
Maffra v Moe
Leongatha v Sale
Drouin v Traralgon

ROUND 8 
Saturday, June 1
Leongatha v Bairnsdale
Sale v Morwell
Traralgon v Maffra
Warragul v Moe
Wonthaggi v Drouin

ROUND 9
Saturday, June 8
Bairnsdale v Sale
Maffra v Warragul
Moe v Wonthaggi
Drouin v Leongatha
Sunday, June 9
Morwell v Traralgon

ROUND 10
Saturday, June 15
Leongatha v Maffra
Morwell v Wonthaggi
Sale v Moe
Traralgon v Bairnsdale
Sunday, June 16
Drouin v Warragul

ROUND 11 
Saturday, June 22
Maffra v Drouin
Bairnsdale v Morwell
Warragul v Traralgon
Wonthaggi v Sale
Moe v Leongatha

ROUND 12 
Saturday, June 29
Drouin v Bairnsdale
Morwell v Moe
Wonthaggi v Warragul
Traralgon v Leongatha
Sale v Maffra

BYE WEEKEND - July 6

ROUND 13 
Saturday, July 13
Warragul v Sale
Leongatha v Wonthaggi
Moe v Traralgon
Maffra v Bairnsdale
Drouin v Morwell

ROUND 14
Saturday, July 20
Sale v Drouin
Warragul v Leongatha
Wonthaggi v Traralgon
Bairnsdale v Moe
Morwell v Maffra

ROUND 15
Saturday, July 27
Leongatha v Morwell
Drouin v Moe
Maffra v Wonthaggi
Traralgon v Sale
Bairnsdale v Warragul

ROUND 16 
Saturday, August 3
Wonthaggi v Bairnsdale
Sale v Leongatha
Moe v Maffra
Warragul v Morwell
Traralgon v Drouin

BYE WEEKEND - August 10

ROUND 17 
Saturday, August 17
Bairnsdale v Leongatha
Morwell v Sale
Maffra v Traralgon
Moe v Warragul
Drouin v Wonthaggi

ROUND 18 
Saturday, August 24
Sale v Bairnsdale
Traralgon v Morwell
Warragul v Maffra
Wonthaggi v Moe
Leongatha v Drouin

 FINALS

Qualifying Final - Sat Aug 31 Elimination Final - Sun Sept 1
2nd Semi Final  - Sat Sept 7 1st Semi Final  - Sun Sept 8
Preliminary Final - Sat Sept 14 Grand Final - Sat Sept 21

Back from left, South Gippsland Umpires Association’s Zack Scholz, goal coach Mark Hutchinson, field 
coach Josh Chenoweth, director of umpiring Gary Scholz, boundary coach John Wilson, Darren Winning, 
front from left, Patrick Wilson, Montana Campbell, Gemma Cook and Abbey Scholz at a recent training 
session at the new venue Korumburra Recreation Reserve.

NUMBERS are continuing to 
grow within the ranks of the South 
Gippsland Umpires Association.

With a catchment extending from 
Inverloch to Garfield, the associa-
tion is seeing around 30 umpires 
attend training each week, with in-
terest on the rise.

“Our numbers seem to be grow-
ing each year. Since our move into 
West Gippsland, we seem to be get-
ting more umpires from the South 
Eastern Suburbs,” director of um-
piring Gary Scholz said.

“We are seeing a mix of ages and 
a lot more girls coming on board as 
well.”

South Gippsland Umpires Asso-
ciation (SGUA) covers all Senior 
matches in the West Gippsland, as 
well as Leongatha and Wonthaggi.

With umpire numbers continuing 
to rise, it is hoped the association 
will also cover the Reserves in the 
future.

Busily preparing for the season 
ahead, the association has been 

training for more than eight weeks 
on Monday nights.

The training night will switch to 
Wednesdays during the season.

The association has been training 
from its new venue at the Korum-
burra Recreation Reserve.

“We were at the Leongatha Velo-
drome, and this is our first year 
at the Korumburra Recreation Re-
serve,” Scholz said.

“It’s a great facility with a big hall 
for our meals and meetings, and it’s 
a little more central for the umpires 
in the West Gippsland league.”

Trainings have focused on fitness, 
as well as skill drills with the line 
coaches.

It is set to be an exciting season 
for the SGUA, with many looking 
forward to Good Friday in particu-
lar.

“Over the last couple of years, 
AFL Victoria has opened up the 
AFL Auskick for umpires to go 
down and umpire the kids’ games 
at Marvel Stadium,” Scholz said.

“We just got confirmation we are 
going to be doing the Good Friday 
game. We are really happy with that 
– not only does it give back to the 
umpires who have been around a 
while, but it also gives the younger 
umpires the opportunity to go down 
and umpire in that sort of venue.”

The association will gauge in-
terest from its umpires closer to 
match, with those selected receiv-
ing a ticket for themselves, a ticket 
for a parent or partner, and the op-
portunity to umpire the Auskick 
players at halftime.

SGUA is always encouraging new 
umpires to come on board.

“We generally look for people who 
are aged 12 and above. They just 
have to go online, and all the de-
tails are there, including my name 
and phone number so they can give 
me a ring. Otherwise, they can just 
turn up on a Wednesday and give it 
a go,” Scholz said.

The SGUA website is southgi-
ppslandumpires.sportingpulse.net.

Umpire numbers on the rise
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Good luck to all the 
footballers and 

netballers for 2024.

Go Parrots!
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Mick, Jason, Kasey & Staff wish

LEONGATHA PARROTS
FOOTBALL

NETBALL CLUB
a successful 2024

LeongathaLeongatha

47 Bair Street, Leongatha Vic 3953

03 5662 2292 leongatha.nutrienharcourts.com.au

We help you buy and sell residential, lifestyle,
dairy, grazing and rural property in South

Gippsland and surrounds.

Good Luck Parr ots!
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Cnr. Smith St & Michael Place, 
LEONGATHA 5662 2747

Wishing all local
Football/Netball 

teams a successful 
season.

  2023 Football Finish: Premiers
   2024 Senior Football Coach:

Trent McMicking
   Key Recruits: Cooper Alger, 

Nick Argento, Jay Walker
   Key Departures: Josh Hopkins, 

Wil Dawson, Cam Stone, 
Steve Forrester, Lachie Wright

   2023 A Grade Netball Finish: 3rd 
Preliminary Finalists

   2024 Senior Netball Coach:
Lyndell Bruce

PARROTS at a glance:Youthful talent, seasoned experience for Parrots
LEONGATHA coach Trent 

McMicking is looking forward 
to seeing the club’s young bri-
gade given more senior oppor-
tunities this year, but still has 
plenty of experience to draw 
on.

Josh Hopkins and Cam 
Stone are a couple of multiple 
senior premiership players 
who have moved elsewhere.

Stone has returned to his ju-
nior club Stony Creek where 
he’ll play alongside his broth-
ers, while Hopkins is set for the 
challenge of the senior coaching 
role at Korumburra-Bena.

Young talent Wil Dawson 
was immediately comfortable 
at senior level for the Parrots 
and everyone at the club will 
be watching his exploits in a 
North Melbourne jumper.

Reserves premiership play-
ers Steve Forrester and Lachie 
Wright have headed to MDU for 
more senior opportunities.

Last year’s club Best and 
Fairest Aaron Heppell will be 
unavailable for most of the sea-
son due to overseas travel.

On the arrivals side, young 
and skilful running halfback 
and wingman Cooper Alger 
comes from Warragul. 

Last season’s Korumburra-
Bena Best and Fairest Jay 
Walker, a small inside midfield-
er, is another welcome addi-
tion for the Parrots having im-
pressed with his ability to win 
the ball and his courageous “in 
and under” approach.

Nick Argento is back in town 
after time spent in the Ama-
teurs in Melbourne, being a 
classy and quick small for-
ward, while pressure forward 
Ned Hanily returns from injury.

“The big thing for us this 
year is to keep developing our 
younger players by giving them 
more exposure at senior level,” 
McMicking said.

Trent McRae, Mason McGan-
non, Travis Nash, Levi Hickey 
and Noah Fixter are among 
that group, with others such as 
Jack Hume and Jake van der 
Pligt to continue building on 
their senior experience.

McMicking will be aided by 
assistant coaches Nick Nagle, 
Rob Eddy and Clint Johnstone.

Rhett Kelly continues as De-
velopment (Reserves) coach.

Stuart Wigney will help devel-
op the younger part of the list, 

while Ben Willis will coach the 
Under 18s and Tim Bolge the 
Under 16s.

Leongatha will build towards 
its season with a practice 
match against North Ringwood 
in Newhaven on March 23.

Lyndell Bruce is the new 
coach of the Parrots A Grade 
netballers.

Originally a Leongatha girl, 
she brings a wealth of netball 
knowledge, having started 
coaching locally before taking 
charge of various representa-
tive teams in Melbourne and 
Canberra.

She has a decade of experi-
ence with the Victorian Netball 
League team Bundoora Ex-
press, most recently in a high-
performance manager role, 
and was a performance analyst 
for the Australian Diamonds 
for five years.

Talented player Sharni 
Lambden has arrived at Le-
ongatha, knowing the Sperling 
family, a superb acquisition 
with the versatility to play im-
portant roles in midcourt or 
defence and the experience of 
being a long-term Vixens train-
ing partner.

There is also an exciting crop 
of up-and-coming juniors like-
ly to add to senior ranks this 
year.

Jess Edgar is the noteworthy 
confirmed departure, with her 
replacement as Goal Shooter 
yet to be finalised, while Laura 
Higgins will be out of action 
due to pregnancy.

Other Netball Coaches:
B Grade: Dean Cashin re-

joins the Leongatha coach-
ing panel, having previously 
coached the A Grade side and 
looks forward to working with 
all the club’s netballers.

C Grade: Elicia Garnham 
and Lauren Redpath look for-
ward to sharing their extensive 
netball knowledge.

Under 17: Kate Sperling is 
the head junior coach and has 
great ability to get the best out 
of each player and the whole 
team.

Under 15: Stacey Giliam con-
tinues in the role, valuing com-
munication, player develop-
ment and welfare.

Under 13s: Alicia Marsh-
man has an ideal supportive 
nature for developing young 
players.

Highly credentialled coach Lyndell Bruce takes charge 
of Leongatha’s A Grade netballers this season with the 
assistance of club superstar Kate Sperling.

Leongatha recruit Cooper Alger in action against Inverloch-
Kongwak during a recent practice match.

Good Luck Parrots 
in the 2024 

FOOTBALL/NETBALL 
SEASON G
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Leongatha’s Jack Hume looks for 
an option during the Parrots’ practice 
match hitout with Inverloch-Kongwak. 
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Helping you fi nd 
the right home 

loan solution

Proudly supporting the 
Wonthaggi Power FNC

0418 997 475   
www.donovanlending.com.au

WILLIAMS & BURNS
CONTRACTING

YOUR HEATING AND COOLING SPECIALISTS

PHONE 5678 7463
email: info@williamsandburns.com.au

92 ARCHIES CREEK RD, ARCHIES CREEK
www.williamsandburns.com.au

Call us for 
prompt service, 

quality
workmanship 

and cost effective 
installations

Wishing the 
Wonthaggi Power 

a great 2024.
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We’re proud 
to support
Wonthaggi
Power FNC

GET THE POWER OF AUSTRALIA’S 
BIGGEST INDEPENDENT

78 Watt Street, Wonthaggi  |  5672 5760  
www.tyrepowerwonthaggi.com.au
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Proudly supporting 

Caring and personal 24 hour Service
Main offi ce Wonthaggi

3085 Loch-Wonthaggi Road, Wonthaggi 
(P.O Box 35)

Scott & Sharon Anderson
5672 1074

Cowes offi ce (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171

www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au
A.F.D.A.

WONTHAGGI POWER FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB

GIPPSLANDGIPPSLAND LEAGUE

140 GRAHAM STREET, 
WONTHAGGI  |  5672 1421

Illa May Clothing

Proudly supporting the 
Wonthaggi Power FNC
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IT ALREADY looks set to be a challeng-
ing year for Wonthaggi Power, following 
injuries to several of the club’s best play-
ers from 2023 and the promotion of two 
of its brightest young stars, Ryan Sparkes 
and Jack Hutchinson, to the Collingwood 
Reserves’ list.

But that’s the focus you get, as a top 
young footballer, when you excel in the 
major Gippsland league. Get noticed 
there and you can still aspire to taking it 
to a higher level.

And hopefully it’s a sign of things to 
come as Wonthaggi Power is starting to 
see the fruits of its focus on youth in re-
cent years.

But those Gippsland clubs that see the 
loss of key defender Kyle Reid, power on-
baller Brodie Mabilia and the absence of the 
likes of Flynn Anderson and Jordan Staley 
as a chance to take the Power down might 
be wise to consider that the strong core of a 
club, that played off for the 2023 Gippsland 
League premiership, is still there.

Club officials say that while it has been 
disappointing to see those injuries, and 
they wish the boys well with their recov-
eries, it’s a case of one door closes and 
another one opens.

“It’s exciting to see the young guys com-
ing through the ranks and with some op-
portunities opening up at the senior level, 
it will be interesting to see their progress 
through the season,” said club president 
Peter Liddle during the week.

“We’ve got some great people in the ju-
nior club and looking after our underage 
teams and honestly, that’s where a lot of 
the community involvement comes from. 
It’s arguably the most important thing 
about a footy club.”

As well as retaining most of its core 
strength from last year, adding some 
youth from within and recruiting several 
senior players, Wonthaggi hasn’t ruled out 
the chance that it might still land a couple 
of key recruits in the early part of the sea-
son, as clubs elsewhere finalise their lists.

But for now, it’s all about the prepara-
tions for the start of the season at Western 
Park Warragul on Saturday, April 6 and 
then back at Wonthaggi, for the grand fi-
nal replay against Leongatha on Saturday, 
April 13.

The first bounce being little more than a 
couple of weeks away now.

The Power may not see a lot of their 
Collingwood VFL recruits after they both 
impressed in their first hit-outs in Colling-
wood’s practice match against Richmond.

Hutchinson kicked the first two goals 
of the match and had a hand in another 
in the second quarter following one of his 
trademark spectacular flies. He kicked a 
third at the end of the third quarter in a 
complete display.

Ryan Sparkes played on the wing and 

was praised for his composure and ball 
skills while looking very much the part at 
that level.

However, the two players look likely to 
be available to Wonthaggi for the Warragul 
game in between games for Collingwood 
on March 29 against Brisbane and then 
Carlton at Ikon Park on Sunday, April 14 
which could be a good one for locals to 
travel down and see.

Wonthaggi have added a few recruits al-
ready this pre-season including Kaj Pat-
terson (Tarwin Sharks), Cameron Ogden 
(Warragul Industrials), Darren Patmore 
(Strathmerton), Brayden Duve (returning 
from Dalyston), Adam Pugh (returning 
from Nyora) and Noah Martin (Kilcunda-
Bass), and they have some other pros-
pects too.

On the plus side, Kyle Reid is staying 
with the club as a defence line coach and 
it’s likely there’ll be a role for Brodie too 
while he recovers.

More Under 18s welcome
Wonthaggi Power has been getting good 

numbers along to Under 16s training, as 
many as 34 and under the supervision of 
coaches Matt Pugh and Glenn Jobe, they 
look set to have a good season.

They had a good hit-out against Phillip 
Island recently and both clubs, it must be 
said, looked evenly matched and in good 
form.

Under 18s numbers, as is the case with 
most clubs, is the difficult one but they’re 
doing everything to encourage players to 
get to training on Tuesday and Thursday 
nights, running buses from Newhaven 
College and Bass Coast College on train-
ing nights. If you’d like to join them, con-
tact coach Jess Feather 0419 544 174.

Wonthaggi has full club practice day at 
Nar Nar Goon on Saturday, March 23.

One of the shining lights for the Won-
thaggi Power Football Netball Club has 
been the level of interest on the netball 
side with strong numbers at tryouts and 
teams at all levels well supported.

The development of a new netball pa-
vilion, near where the playground now 
stands, is still on the agenda but given the 
growing interest in the sport and the con-
tinued growth of the town, it’s something 
that might need to be brought forward.

Wonthaggi is also keep to embrace the 
opportunities in women’s football and if 
they want to host teams and games in the 
future, better women’s facilities are also 
needed.

So, apart from the loss of some key 
players, there’s a lot going on at Wonthag-
gi Power and look for them to be pressing 
for a finals berth again in 2024 and if they 
can also qualify an improved Sparkes and 
Hutchinson for finals duties, who knows 
what the new season might bring.

Power netballers 
recharged and ready

IT’S hard on the selectors but it’s always 
a good sign for a club when you’ve got big 
numbers at the tryouts in February and that 
was the case for the Wonthaggi Power Net-
ballers with upwards of 45 staking a claim 
on an A, B or C slot in the strong Gippsland 
League competition.

In fact, so good were the numbers that 
it prompted the club to renew its call for 
a D Grade competition to be added in 
Gippsland.

“We are delighted with the response we’ve 
had to teams, and while it can be disap-
pointing for those who miss out, we’re put-
ting in two senior teams in the Wonthaggi 
Netball competition on a Tuesday night and 
encouraging those girls to keep coming to 
training.

“We haven’t settled on the teams yet. We’ve 
still got squads but we’ll work that out over 
the next few weeks with a full-club practice 
match against Nar Nar Goon and some in-
traclub games following matches against 
Killy-Bass and IK.

“But yes, we’re in good shape. We had our 
coaches named early and we’ve had new 
players coming to us and some returning 
which is great after last year, which was a 
bit of a rebuilding year with a lot of players 
away for various reasons.

“Although I haven’t been able to get along 
much, I understand we’ve got good num-
bers in our 17s, 15s and 13s as well, and 
a lot of bottom-age players from last year 
who will be able to bring that improvement 
again this year.

“We’ve had a really good pre-season and 
can’t wait to get started,” said Netball Op-
erations Manager Abby Tranter.

  2023 Football Finish: Runners Up
   2024 Senior Football Coach:

Jarryd Blair & Tristan Francis
   Key Recruits: Kaj Patterson, 

Cameron Ogden, Darren Patmore, 
Brayden Duve, Adam Pugh and 
Noah Martin

   Key Departures: Kyle Reid, 
Brodie Mabilia, Flynn Anderson 
and Jordan Staley

  2023 Netball Finish: 8th 
   2024 Senior Netball Coach:

Jess Blair & Kealey Lindsay

POWER at a glance:

Youth focus working for Wonthaggi Power

Wonthaggi Power hosted Phillip Island 
recently at a full-club practice match, 
with the Under 16s playing mid-week at 
Wonthaggi and the seniors on Saturday.

Wonthaggi Power shooter Courtney 
Brann looks for support during a 
practice match against Inverloch-
Kongwak recently, with Millie Sadler  
closing down the space.
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Proud to be one of the major sponsors of

Homes • Commercial • Land • Business • Rental
FREE MARKET APPRAISAL SERVICE

We wish all football 
and netball teams a 

successful year. GO PIES!

‘Specialists in Treated Timber’

5678 7387 
4212 Bass Highway, Dalyston

Wish the Dalyston 
Football/Netball

teams every 
success in the 
2024 season!
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WEST GIPPSLANDWEST GIPPSLAND COMPETITION
DALYSTON FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB

  2023 Football Finish: 7th 
   2024 Senior Football Coach: 

Mitch Hallahan
   Key Recruits: Kyle Kirk 
   Key Departures:

Brayden Duve
   2023 A Grade Netball Finish: 3rd 

Semi Finalists
   2024 Senior Netball Coach: 

Gemma Thomas

MAGPIES at a glance:
Dalyston are focused on sustained success

PRE-SEASON began in No-
vember and resumed in Janu-
ary for the Dalyston Football 
Netball Club (FNC), and with a 
renewed focus on fitness and 
structure, the club is an excit-
ing place to be around right 
now. 

President David Bell shared 
that he has seen an incredible 
buy in from the senior playing 
group, and that coupled with 
strong numbers from U10’s 
up, and the inclusion of a ju-
nior girls U14’s, there’s a real 
buzz around the club and the 
future looks bright. 

“We have further develop-
ment around the grounds 
at the moment with the con-
struction of a brand-new 
playground nearly complete 
helping to emphasise the fam-
ily environment we pride our-
selves on.” 

In 2023 Oona Shepherd 
and the Dalyston FNC said 
farewell to Alana and Han-
nah McRae; however, for 
2024 they’ve welcomed Bella 
Schmidt returning from inju-
ry, as well as Jarney Thomas 
and Emma Main returning as 
playing coaches. 

“We look forward to Bella 
Schmidt returning to the 
court after a knee injury in 
pre-season last year. Bella 
was a promising shooter who 
has already played a season 
in A Grade,” said Oona. 

“Jarney Thomas and Emma 
Main will be coaching B Grade 
and C Grade, supporting 
Gemma Thomas and bringing 
knowledge and experience to 
a young playing list.”

Gemma has taken on the 
role as A Grade playing coach 
and head coach for the club. 
Gemma has coached junior 
Grades and B Grade over re-
cent years and has a wealth of 
knowledge from her time in 
the VNL playing for Hawthorn 
and more recently playing Di-
vision one for Casey Demons. 
Gemma will be assisted by 
Saskia Schmidt.

“Last year seven of our eight 
netball teams made finals 
with Under 11’s C Grade and 
B Grade making the Prelimi-
nary final and C Grade just 
missing the premiership by 1 
goal,” said Oona. 

“This year there is an 

abundance of junior netball 
players. We look forward to 
developing these girls as they 
move through the grades 
keeping our club players on 
the court. Our A Grade coach 
will be working closely with 
the under 17 coach to ensure 
that we have consistency in 
our game play and have ju-
nior players ready to step into 
the senior Grades when given 
the opportunity.” 

In the seniors Kyle Kirk was 
recruited from West Adelaide 
SANFL and Mitch Hallahan 
was promoted as senior play-
ing coach. 

“We’re excited to welcome 
back Kyle Kirk to Dalyston 
after spending time with West 
Adelaide FC in the SANFL. 
Kyle is a tough inside small 
forward/winger who’ll provide 
additional depth and tack-
ling pressure to our already 
strong midfield,” said David. 

“Our newly appointed Se-
nior Coach Mitch Hallahan 
brings with him a wealth of 
experience from his time as 
both a player and coach at 
AFL, VFL, and regional levels. 
His experience and leadership 
have seen a huge increase in 
our playing groups overall 
fitness, game structure, and 
focus on sustained success,” 
said David.

“We’re excited to see this ex-
perience flow on to our junior 
programs who’ve embraced it 
with open arms.” 

Dalyston FNC prides them-
selves on their open, wel-
coming culture, and sense of 
community. Off field the club 
have been working hard to 
support the local community 
with events, including Oz Day 
at Daly 2024, and Deb Rielly’s 
Run for the Kids. 

Throughout the 2024 season 
the club is also hosting impor-
tant home games including the 
Round 3 ANZAC clash against 
Korumburra-Bena at which 
Wonthaggi RSL will be guiding 
remembrance proceedings. 

On field the juniors are fo-
cused on inclusion, fun and 
having a go, while the seniors 
have been working exception-
ally hard over the pre-season 
to bring an exciting brand of 
tough football, they hope the 
fans can enjoy.

Jarney Thomas, Saskia Schmidt, Emma Main, Brit Thomas 
with Karin Loughran, Sarah Blundell, and Gemma Thomas 
at the Dalyston Netball Courts for pre-season training. 

Curtis Murfett and Michael Harris in pre-season training 
for Dalyston Football Club. 

Mateship is displayed with Will Clarke at a pre-season 
training for Dalyston. 

5-7 Korumburra Rd, Wonthaggi 

5672 5522

Proud sponsors 
of the Dalyston 

Football Netball Club.
Best of luck for  

the 2024 season. H
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Sea Eagles teams 
for 2024

We supply sporting clubs 
with hospitality goods

Eco-friendly solutions
28 Inverloch Road, Wonthaggi

5672 4770
sales@abicorsouthern.com.au JA
22

18
0       1 A’Beckett Street, Inverloch 

BISTRO | THIRSTY CAMEL | LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

 5674 1432  www.invyespy.com.au

G
G

10
69

Supporting the
Inverloch-Kongwak

SEA EAGLES
Football Netball Club

INVERLOCH’S 
FAVOURITE 

MEETING PLACE

Go Sea Eagles!
Join us on Facebook and Instagram for 

updated stock and sales

Proudly supporting the  
Inverloch-Kongwak FNC

Visit us at 1 Williams Street, INVERLOCH
Phone: 5674 2540

GG1036

WINTER STOCK 
NOW ARRIVING

Sea Eagles soar into 
the new season

INVERLOCH - KONGWAK FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB

WEST GIPPSLANDWEST GIPPSLAND COMPETITION

THE 2023 season was one for the 
history books at Inverloch-Kongwak 
Football Netball Club.

The Sea Eagles were premiers al-
most across the board, with grand 
final victories celebrated by the Se-
niors, Reserves, U18s, A Grade and 
C Grade.

Inverloch-Kongwak’s junior squads 
shared the success with the U12 foot-
ballers and the Leongatha and Dis-
trict Netball Association (LDNA) U18 
team also winning 2023 premier-
ships. 

However, it’s a new season and the 
Sea Eagles are ready to put in the 
work from the ground up to ensure 
another successful year.

Preseason kicked off in late Novem-
ber, with good numbers turning out 
both on the footy field and on the net-
ball court.

“We obviously had a good year last 
year. The aim is always to be up there 
and competing against the best. Ev-
eryone starts from zero, so we are 
looking forward to going to work. 
We know there’s some good teams 
around and we want to be right up 
there,” Seniors coach Tom Hams 
said. 

The junior football numbers are 
looking strong, with many hoping to 
get some Senior game opportunities 
throughout the year.

The club congratulated Archie 
Terlich and Jobe Scapin, who were se-
lected for Gippsland Power, and Harry 
Butcher and Lucas Allen, who were 
named in the development squad.

Hams, Leigh Cole and Lewis Rankin 
will be coaching this season’s Senior 
team, with Shane Bertacco sent to 
coach the Reserves.

The Fourths will be led by first time 
coach Jim Soumilas, with his broth-
er Joe acting as assistant coach for 
Thirds coach Dave Newman.

On the netball court, interest has 
peaked with more than 50 play-
ers trialling to be part of the West 
Gippsland, LDNA and midweek net-
ball sides for Inverloch-Kongwak. 

This intake included 10 to 15 new 
players to the club.

Liza Burrows is leading the Senior 
coaching panel, with Rachael Mil-
lar coaching B Grade, Sarah Green 
coaching C Grade and new club mem-
ber Cath Crosser coaching D Grade.

In the juniors, the coaches are Bec 
Hawking (U17s), Emma Sorensen 
(U15s), Kayley Sawyer and Emily 

Clark (U13s) and Trina Anderson 
(U11s).

“We had a very successful year and 
we now have all be one A Grader re-
turning to play again this season. 
Four or five players are contesting for 
A Grade positions, and we will likely 
go into the season before our teams 
are finalised,” Burrows said.

Socially, the club has a jam-packed 
calendar to look forward to, starting 
with Wimbledon Night on April 27.

Club members have also saved the 
date for their Mystery Bus event, iPod 
Shuffle, the IKFNC Community Ball 
and Trivia Night.

The grounds have also gotten an 
upgrade ahead of the season, with 
a shipping container being convert-
ed into a bar to further enhance the 
functionality of the club. 

Lime and Co is back on board to 
support the club with Thursday night 
dinners, and Saturday dinners after 
home games. 

Inverloch-Kongwak will have a hit 
out against Pakenham ahead of the 
season and will face Cora Lynn in 
round one on Easter Saturday.

“It’s a good, challenging match first 
up,” Burrows said.

“During the season, we’d really like 
to keep up our level of netball and 
focus on our B Grade team. They’ve 
made finals the last two years, and 
we want to keep pushing them up. 
Our aim is to keep up our momen-
tum and enjoy the game.”Inverloch-Kongwak and Leongatha battle for possession in a recent practice match. 

SEA EAGLES 
at a glance:

Inverloch-Kongwak Senior netballers Amy Scott (far left) and Jas Williams (far right) 
with B Grade coach Rachael Millar and A Grade coach Liza Burrows.

Ethan Park, Paul Pattison, Seniors coach Tom Hams, Will Turner and Seniors coach 
Leigh Cole during Inverloch-Kongwak’s preseason training.

  2023 Football Finish: Premiers
   2024 Senior Football Coach:

Tom Hams, Leigh Cole and 
Lewis Rankin 

  Key Recruits: Nil
  Key Departures: Nil
   2023 A Grade Netball Finish:

Premiers
   2024 Senior Netball Coach:

Liza Burrows

5 A’BECKETT STREET, INVERLOCH  

Phone: 5674 1722
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Proudly supporting

the Sea Eagles
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Proud to be a major 
supporter of the 
Kilcunda-Bass 
Football Netball Club
Bank with the Bendigo and your club wins. 

For more information contact the team at 
Grantville on 5678 8773 to find out more.
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FOR ALL YOUR WASTE 
REMOVAL NEEDS

Domestic, Commercial & Industrial

q Mini Skips 
   2m and 3m

q Walk-in Skips
   6m, 7m, 9m, 11m, 13m and 30m

q Septic tanks emptied
Call our friendly staff today

Proud supporters of
KILCUNDA-BASS FNC

5678 8994
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We’re proud 
to support

Kilcunda-Bass 
FNC

GET THE POWER OF AUSTRALIA’S 
BIGGEST INDEPENDENT

78 Watt Street, Wonthaggi  |  5672 5760  
www.tyrepowerwonthaggi.com.au

Service, advice
& the best price
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Heavy Mechanical
SS&&PPSS&&PP

Factory 3/6-10 Grantville Drive, Grantville

5678 8472

Proud sponsors of

GOOD LUCK 
FOR SEASON 2024

5639 0680

bctyreauto@outlook.com

5639 0680

bctyreauto@outlook.com

4/6-10 Grantville Drive, Grantville

Proud sponsors of

GOOD LUCK
FOR SEASON 2024
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WEST GIPPSLANDWEST GIPPSLAND COMPETITION
KILCUNDA - BASS FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB

  2023 Football Finish: 8th
   2024 Senior Football Coach: 

Lee Rowe
   Key Recruits: Tim Gunn, 

Callum Brinkman, Jayden Goumas 
and Mehdi Daoud

   Key Departures: Taylor Gibson, 
Marcus Baxter and Kye Benson

   2023 A Grade Netball Finish: 6th 
Elimination Finalists

   2024 Senior Netball Coach: 
Caity Stephens

PANTHERS at a glance:

Kilcunda-Bass have recruited well for 2024
KILCUNDA-Bass Football 

Netball Club are aiming to 
improve on last year’s results 
after injuries got in the way of 
the club making finals, but the 
club’s season is looking prom-
ising with growth in recruit-
ment for the 2024 season. 

The club saw the departure 
of Taylor Gibson, Marcus 
Baxter and Kye Benson, and 
welcomes Tim Gunn, Callum 
Brinkman, Jayden Goumas 
and brothers Jack and Jedd 
Rosenow who bring skill and 
extensive experience to the 
team.

President Shea Eden and 
Vice President Kane Wookey 
are looking for the club to 
become more consistent and 
competitive in the upcoming 
season. With expectation to 
see strong matches looking 
forward, the club endeavour 
to make finals.

Training commenced in 
January and Shea explained 
that the club expects to see a 
wider club connection from 
juniors all the way up to se-
niors and a successful year on 
all fronts.

Netball A Grade coach Ca-
ity Stephens said the girls 
are looking forward to get-
ting back onto the court for 
the season ahead after fin-
ishing in the finals in 2023 
– “the girls will be testing out 
some new combinations and 
building on the success of the 

previous year.”
“We’re hoping to see some 

improvements in our over-
all game, executing the basic 
skills will allow us to have 
success in other aspects of the 
court,” said Caity. 

The Kilcunda-Bass FNC 
have had Jemma Osborne 
from Narre Warren FNC and 
Sophie Baker from Bonbeach 
join their squad and look for-
ward to a solid year of netball.

The girls junior footy com-
menced in early March, but 
the club would like to see an 
increase in numbers; together 
the club are working with lo-
cal schools in the area to boost 

numbers and are on the look-
out for an under 14’s girls’ 
coach. 

However, the junior boys 
footy U10s, 12s and 14s 
numbers are looking great. 
U16s wasn’t looking decent at 
the beginning of the year but 
coach Rik Crook assisted by 
Jake Weightman stepped in 
and their teams are now look-
ing promising with good num-
bers. 

Auskick and Net Set Go 
starts in term two.

“A great way to get all the 
kids on board and introduced 
to the club and to community 
sport.” 

Junior Netball numbers are 
looking good for the lower age 
groups at this stage, and the 
club is looking positive for the 
season ahead. 

The veteran’s side is looking 
healthy for their second sea-
son and will play most of their 
fortnightly games on Saturday 
evenings after the seniors.

“Last year was the first VET’s 
team ever, so it’s great to keep 
it going,” said Shea.

“The players also get togeth-
er every Saturday for park run 
alternating between Churchill 
Island and Inverloch. There 
are now seven teams in the 
West Gippsland league.

Kilcunda-Bass seniors prepare for the 2024 season with strong growth in recruitment. 

The senior netball coaching team at Kilcunda-Bass are looking forward to building on 
the success from last season. From Left: Caity Stephens (A Grade Coach), Jemma Osborne 
(C Grade Coach), Jo Cartmel (B Grade Assistant Coach) and Shenade Hardeman (B Grade Coach).
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supporter of the 
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Football Netball Club
Bank with the Bendigo and your club wins. 

For more information contact the team at 
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FOR ALL YOUR WASTE 
REMOVAL NEEDS

Domestic, Commercial & Industrial

q Mini Skips 
   2m and 3m

q Walk-in Skips
   6m, 7m, 9m, 11m, 13m and 30m

q Septic tanks emptied
Call our friendly staff today
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4 Industrial Way, Cowes

Phone: 0400 214 446   Fax: 5952 5690

Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

www.islandstorage.com.au
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Island Secure Storage

Wishing the Phillip Island

Football and Netball

teams all the best for

the 2018 season

Island Secure Storage
4 Industrial Way, Cowes

Phone: 0400 214 446   5952 1432
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

www.islandstorage.com.au

Wishing the Phillip Island 
Football and Netball teams 

all the best for the 2024 season
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Truck mounted CRANE for hire

Steel fabrication - On site welding,

Steel sales (cut to order)

www.islandsteel.com.au

14-16 The Concourse, Cowes.

Phone 5952 1432, Mobile 0418 328 408

HM4266

Wishing the Phillip Island Football

& Netball teams all the best for

the 2018 season14-16 The Concourse, Cowes.
Phone 5952 1432, Mobile 0418 328 408

www.islandsteel.com.au

Truck mounted CRANE for hire
Steel fabrication - On site welding,

Steel sales (cut to order)

For all your steel needsFor all your steel needs

Wishing the Phillip Island 
Football & Netball teams all the 

best for the 2024 season
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plus LIQUOR

Proudly supporting 
local Football & Netball

135 Marine Parade, San Remo  |  Phone 5678 5337              San Remo IGA

shop online  sanremoiga.com.au
OPEN 8AM – 8PM, 7 DAYS A WEEK

PHILLIP ISLAND FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB

WEST GIPPSLANDWEST GIPPSLAND COMPETITION COMPETITION COMPETITION

  2023 Football Finish: Runners Up
   2024 Senior Football Coaches: 

Cameron Pedersen, Damien 
Holmes and Daniel Larsson

   Key Recruits: Charlie Bruce and
Aaron Harris

   Key Departures: Nil
   2023 A Grade Netball Finish: 8th
   2024 Senior Netball Coach: 

Christie Edwards

BULLDOGS at a glance:

New oval, new players, new game plan
PHILLIP Island Football Net-

ball Club dreams of going one 
better in the West Gippsland 
Seniors competition in season 
2024 and it appears they have 
the “cattle” to do it…

One of the most eagerly 
anticipated events this year 
will actually be getting back 
on to their own oval after the 
$300,000-plus drainage up-
grade and resurfacing project.

Up until now, the club has 
been training and playing prac-
tice matches on the Newhaven 
College Oval, and as much as 
they are grateful to have a place 
to prepare for the season, the 
geese, their droppings and the 
divots they leave on the surface 
have been an issue.

They were to host Moe 
FNC last Saturday, in senior 
and junior football practice 
matches, but Moe cancelled 
on Thursday night, mainly 
due to the weather and the 
club had an earlier start to 
an intraclub match under the 
watchful eye of coach Cam 
Pedersen. He liked what he 
saw with plenty of purposeful 
attacking out of defence, good 
run and carry, and a commit-
ment to finishing the work off 
up forward.

So, how are Phillip Island’s 
preparations for the season 
ahead?

“Yeah, we’re looking pretty 
good. We’re good as far as the 
injury list goes, everyone is 
available, and we’ve picked 
up a lot of on-ballers and half 
forwards and half backs, and 
a couple of new key position 

players as well which is great.”
Any names stand out 

amongst them?
“Well, we’ve already got 

Hayden Bruce and we’ve got his 
brother Charlie as well. He’s a 
very smooth-moving midfield-
er. We got a tall forward, Aaron 
Harris, who’s going to be great 
for us with structure.

“He’s a big boy and with Jack 
Taylor and Travis (Woodfield) 
and a few others, I think they’re 
going to be hard to stop.

“But today it was just good to 
see everyone out there and ev-
eryone played well I think. The 
old guard played really well, 
and the young guys were play-
ing very attacking footy as well 
which was great.”

Have you changed anything 
about your structure this year 
or have a different focus this 
year?

“Yeah, more run from be-
hind, backmen actually want-
ing the ball, not just being 
there for defence and really at-
tacking the open side and link 
and carry.”

And how do you think you’ll 
go?

“We’re not putting any ceiling 
on ourselves but expect to be 
up around the mark again this 
year.”

The club has great numbers 
across all grades and especial-
ly at junior level, are the envy of 
most other clubs in Gippsland.

The strong numbers extends 
to netball and the junior foot-
ball levels as well with Phillip 
Island playing off in the finals 
in all netball divisions.

Phillip Island Senior Coach Cam Pedersen is happy with the numbers, talent 
and the level of preparation ahead of the start of the 2024 season.

Some of the action from an intra-club practice match at 
the Newhaven College Oval last Saturday.

Some of the action from an intra-club practice match at 
the Newhaven College Oval last Saturday.
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Sth Gippsland Highway, Korumburra

allaway
tile - slate - stone

Good luck 
for the 2024 

season Giants

5655 1095

Bar & Bistro | Functions | Beer Garden | Takeaway & Delivery 
Online Ordering | Live Sports 

81 Commercial St, Korumburra | 5655 1024
               www.korumburrahotel.com.au

Good Luck to the Korumburra-Bena 
football netball club in 2024. 

From the team at the middle pub.

81 Commercial St, Korumburra | 56551024
www.korumburrahotel.com.au

Parmas for Brodie
For the month of August, $1 from every 
parma & schnitzel sold will be donated to 

local boy Brodie Gollop who is fighting 
Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia 

Bar & Bistro | Functions | Beer Garden | Takeaway & Delivery | 
Online Ordering | Live Sports 

81 Commercial St, Korumburra | 56551024
www.korumburrahotel.com.au

Parmas for Brodie
For the month of August, $1 from every 
parma & schnitzel sold will be donated to 

local boy Brodie Gollop who is fighting 
Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia 

Bar & Bistro | Functions | Beer Garden | Takeaway & Delivery | 
Online Ordering | Live Sports 

GG1074

KORUMBURA - BENA FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB

WEST GIPPSLANDWEST GIPPSLAND COMPETITION
WEST GIPPSLANDWEST GIPPSLAND

COMPETITION
2024 FIXTURE

EASTER SAT (ROUND 4)

Saturday, March 30
Phillip Island v Warragul Ind
Inverloch-K v Cora Lynn

ROUND 1

Saturday, April 13
Warragul Ind v Inverloch-K
Cora Lynn v Tooradin-D
Koo Wee Rup v Dalyston
Garfield v Bunyip
Kilcunda-Bass v Kor-Bena
Nar Nar Goon v Phillip Island

ROUND 2

Saturday, April 20
Warragul Ind v Kor-Bena
Inverloch-K v Koo Wee Rup
Dalyston v Garfield
Bunyip v Nar Nar Goon
Phillip Island v Cora Lynn
Tooradin-D v Kilcunda-Bass

ROUND 3 - ANZAC

Thursday, April 25
Tooradin-D v Warragul Ind
Saturday, April 27
Nar Nar Goon v Koo Wee Rup
Dalyston v Kor-Bena
Kilcunda-Bass v Phillip Island
Garfield v Inverloch-K
Cora Lynn v Bunyip

ROUND 4 

Saturday, May 4
Koo Wee Rup v Kilcunda-Bass
Bunyip v Dalyston
Garfield v Tooradin-D
Nar Nar Goon v Kor-Bena

ROUND 5

Saturday, May 11
Tooradin-D v Koo Wee Rup
Kilcunda-Bass v Bunyip
Kor-Bena v Phillip Island
Dalyston v Inverloch-K
Cora Lynn v Garfield
Sunday, May 12
Warragul Ind v Nar Nar Goon

ROUND 6

Saturday, May 18
Inverloch-K v Kilcunda-Bass
Nar Nar Goon v Dalyston
Kor-Bena v Cora Lynn
Bunyip v Tooradin-D
Garfield v Warragul Ind
Koo Wee Rup v Phillip Island

ROUND 7 

Saturday, May 25
Warragul Ind v Koo Wee Rup
Phillip Island v Inverloch-K
Tooradin-D v Dalyston
Cora Lynn v Nar Nar Goon
Kor-Bena v Bunyip
Kilcunda-Bass v Garfield

ROUND 8 

Saturday, June 1
Koo Wee Rup v Cora Lynn
Inverloch-K v Tooradin-D
Dalyston v Phillip Island
Nar Nar Goon v Kilcunda-Bass
Bunyip v Warragul  Ind
Garfield v Kor-Bena

ROUND 9

Saturday, June 8
Warragul Ind v Dalyston
Phillip Island v Garfield
Kilcunda-Bass v Cora Lynn
Inverloch-K v Bunyip
Tooradin-D v Nar Nar Goon
Sunday June 9
Kor-Bena v Koo Wee Rup

ROUND 10 
Saturday, June 15
Phillip Island v Tooradin-D
Koo Wee Rup v Bunyip
Dalyston v Kilcunda-Bass
Kor-Bena v Inverloch-K
Cora Lynn v Warragul Ind
Nar Nar Goon v Garfield

ROUND 11 
Saturday, June 22
Kilcunda-Bass v Warragul Ind
Bunyip v Phillip Island
Inverloch-K v Nar Nar Goon
Tooradin-d v Kor-Bena
Cora Lynn v Dalyston
Garfield v Koo Wee Rup

ROUND 12 
Saturday, June 29
Warragul Ind v Tooradin-D
Koo Wee Rup v Inverloch-K
Nar Nar Goon v Bunyip
Garfield v Cora Lynn
Phillip Island v Kilcunda-Bass
Kor-Bena v Dalyston

BYE WEEKEND - July 6

ROUND 13
Saturday, July 13
Bunyip v Garfield
Phillip Island v Koo Wee Rup
Kilcunda-Bass v Tooradin-D
Dalyston v Nar Nar Goon
Inverloch-K v Warragul Ind
Cora Lynn v Kor-Bena

ROUND 14
Saturday, July 20
Bunyip v Kilcunda-Bass
Kor-Bena v Warragul Ind
Koo Wee Rup v Nar Nar Goon
Tooradin-D v Cora Lynn
Garfield v Phillip Island
Inverloch-K v Dalyston

ROUND 15 
Saturday, July 27
Warragul Ind v Phillip Island
Kilcunda-Bass v Koo Wee Rup
Dalyston v Bunyip
Kor-Bena v Garfield
Cora Lynn v Inverloch-K
Nar Nar Goon v Tooradin-D

ROUND 16 
Saturday, August 3
Kilcunda-Bass v Inverloch-K
Phillip Island v Dalyston
Nar Nar Goon v Cora Lynn
Bunyip v Kor-Bena
Koo Wee Rup v Warragul Ind
Tooradin-D v Garfield

ROUND 17 
Saturday, August 10
Inverloch-K v Phillip Island
Dalyston v Koo Wee Rup
Garfield v Nar Nar Goon
Kor-Bena v Kilcunda-Bass
Warragul Ind v Cora Lynn
Tooradin-D v Bunyip

ROUND 18 
Saturday, August 17
Bunyip v Inverloch-K
Cora Lynn v Kilcunda-Bass
Phillip Island v Nar Nar Goon
Dalyston v Tooradin-D
Koo Wee Rup v Kor-Bena
Warragul Ind v Garfield

 FINALS
EF Aug 24         EF Aug 25
2nd SF Aug 31   1st SF Sept 1
PF Sat Sept 7   GF Sat Sept 14

  2023 Senior Football Finish: 11th
   2024 Senior Football Coach:

Josh Hopkins 
   2024 Senior Football Captain:

Joel Cuman
   Key Recruits: Josh Hopkins, 

Tom Crocker, Mitch Wightman 
and Hugh Gordon.

  Key Departures: Jay Walker
  2023 A Grade Netball Finish: 9th
   2024 Senior Netball Coaches:

Gemma Dixon and 
Kate Attenborough

GIANTS at a glance:

Stong recruitment signals ambitious future
KORUMBURRA-Bena 

has recruited strongly as 
it looks to improve on its 
11th place finish last sea-
son, with new coach Josh 
Hopkins a returning lo-
cal who brings his crafty 
skills as a forward and 
the experience of being 
part of an accomplished 
Leongatha outfit.

Club president Ken 
Myors said Hopkins has 
driven home the need for 
onfield structure, an im-
portant message for the 
young guys likely to fea-
ture in 2024 senior ac-
tion.

“He’s developing a style 
of game that will suit our 
younger, fitter, quicker 
players,” Myors said.

That won’t come at the 
expense of defensive play 
when required, with the 
side punished in 2023 
when it turned the ball 
over and couldn’t defend 
adequately.

There is great excite-
ment at the return of Tom 
Crocker after time with 
Leongatha and Tarwin.

“He’s elusive around the 
goals and knows how to 
get the footy,” Myors said.

The addition of big-bod-
ied Hugh Gordon will add 
a physical presence to the 
backline, with Myors say-
ing he’s capable of playing 
a rebounding role from 
centre half back.

While Tyler Newton 

played a couple of games 
last season, he was trav-
elling for much of the 
campaign and his ongoing 
presence this year will be 
welcome.

Having come through 
the club’s junior ranks, 
Newton is tall and athletic 
and set to contribute in 
the ruck and elsewhere.

Midfielder Mitch Wight-
man arrives from Mir-
boo North, bringing 150 
games of experience that 
includes a senior pre-
miership.

Last season’s club Best 
and Fairest Jay Walker 
is the key departure, the 
midfielder joining Le-
ongatha to experience a 
higher level of footy.

Hopkins will have 
coaching support from 
off-field assistants Dale 
Wyhoon and Tim Morri-
son, while last year’s se-
nior coach Paul Fermanis 
will hold an onfield assis-
tant coaching role.

Wyhoon has returned to 
the club where he played 
his junior football, and 
was a Gippsland Pow-
er representative in his 
younger days, with Hop-
kins saying he will be a 
great asset for the Giants.

Jasper Macri remains 
in charge of the Reserves, 
with Tyson Findlay con-
tinuing to coach the Under 
18s and the girls team, 
while Jordan Grabham 

will guide the Under 16s.
Gemma Dixon and Kate 

Attenborough will coach 
the Giants’ A Grade net-
ballers, with Gemma 
having jointly won last 
season’s league Best and 
Fairest while a playing co-
coach for the Giants.

She continues in that 
capacity as the side’s goal 
defender, while Attenbor-
ough will coach from the 
bench.

Although midcourter 
Georgia Hamilton will be 
unavailable this season, 
the Giants have retained 
most of their talent and 
overall numbers have 
been improved, with Ko-
rumburra-Bena to have a 
D Grade side, something 
it hasn’t had for the last 
couple of seasons.

Players are looking for-
ward to their new pur-
pose-built netball facility 
that is currently under 
construction but well ad-
vanced.

While the Giants placed 
ninth last campaign, 
Dixon is confident finals 
are a realistic aspiration, 
with continued improve-
ment from young players 
expected to benefit the 
side.

Mackenna Whiteside 
and Chelsea Fox are a 
couple of talented Under 
17 players anticipated to 
contribute at senior level 
when called on.

Whiteside tasted A 
Grade action as a goal 
scorer last year, is a mem-
ber of the Gippsland Stars 
Victorian Netball League 
squad and will co-coach 
the Giants Under 15s.

Fox plays midcourt, as 
does her older sister Fe-
licity who is among those 
expected to build on their 
senior netball experience 
last year.

Coach Dixon is excited 
about the long-term health 
of netball at Korumburra-
Bena, highlighting the 
strength of the club’s ju-
nior development.

“We’re going to run the 
Net Set Go program again 
this year, which is great 
because it means we’ve 
got those girls coming 
through early and since 
we have Under 11s there’s 
that nice pathway,” she 
said.

Reserves coach Jasper Macri, Senior coach Josh Hopkins, Senior captain Joel Cuman and recruit Hugh 
Gordon are looking forward to Korumburra-Bena’s season. 

A Grade netball co-
coach Gemma Dixon is 
confident the Giants can 
move up the ladder this 
year.
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On behalf of the team at the Meeniyan pub we wish
everyone good luck at the Stony Cup! 

 
We'll see you after the

 races!

Proud sponsors of the 
Stony Creek FNC

Open 7 days for lunch and dinner
117 Whitelaw Street, Meeniyan

5664 7203
www.meeniyanhotel.com.au

MID GIPPSLANDMID GIPPSLAND
LEAGUE

2024 FIXTURE

ROUND 1 – Saturday, April 13

Fish Creek v Newborough
MDU v Thorpdale
Yinnar v Toora
Boolarra v Mirboo North
Hill End v Stony Creek
Foster v Morwell East
Tarwin - BYE

ROUND 2 – Saturday, April 20

MDU v Tarwin
Newborough v Yinnar
Thorpdale v Boolarra
Toora v Hill End
Mirboo North v Foster  (T)
Stony Creek v Morwell East
Fish Creek - BYE

ROUND 3 – Saturday, April 27

Yinnar v Fish Creek
Boolarra v Tarwin
Hill End v Newborough
Foster v Thorpdale
Morwell East v Toora
Stony Creek v Mirboo North
MDU - BYE

ROUND 4 – Saturday, May 4

MDU v Boolarra
Fish Creek v Hill End
Tarwin v Foster
Newborough v Morwell East
Thorpdale v Stony Creek
Toora v Mirboo North
Yinnar - BYE

ROUND 5 – Saturday, May 11

Hill End v Yinnar
Foster v MDU
Morwell East v Fish Creek
Stony Creek v Tarwin
Mirboo North v Newborough
Toora v Thorpdale
Boolarra - BYE

ROUND 6 – Saturday, May 18

Boolarra v Foster
Yinnar v Morwell East
MDU v Stony Creek
Fish Creek v Mirboo North
Tarwin v Toora
Newborough v Thorpdale
Hill End - BYE

ROUND 7 – Saturday, May 25

Saturday, May 25
Morwell East v Hill End
Stony Creek v Boolarra
Mirboo North v Yinnar
Toora v MDU
Thorpdale v Fish Creek
Newborough v Tarwin
Foster - BYE

ROUND 8 – Saturday, June 1

Foster v Stony Creek
Hill End v Mirboo North
Boolarra v Toora
Yinnar v Thorpdale
MDU v Newborough
Fish Creek v Tarwin
Morwell East - BYE

ROUND 9 – Saturday, June 8

Fish Creek v MDU

ROUND 9 – Saturday, June 15

Mirboo North v Morwell East
Toora v Foster
Thorpdale v Hill End
Newborough v Boolarra
Tarwin v Yinnar
Stony Creek - BYE

ROUND 10 – Saturday, June 22

Stony Creek v Toora
Morwell East v Thorpdale
Foster v Newborough
Hill End v Tarwin
Boolarra v Fish Creek
Yinnar v MDU
Mirboo North - BYE

ROUND 11 – Saturday, June 29

Thorpdale v Mirboo North
Newborough v Stony Creek
Tarwin v Morwell East
Fish Creek v Foster
MDU v Hill End
Yinnar v Boolarra
Toora - BYE

ROUND 12 – Saturday, July 6

Toora v Newborough
Mirboo North v Tarwin
Stony Creek v Fish Creek
Morwell East v MDU
Foster v Yinnar
Hill End v Boolarra
Thorpdale - BYE

ROUND 13 – Saturday, July 13

Tarwin v Thorpdale
Fish Creek v Toora
MDU v Mirboo North
Yinnar v Stony Creek
Boolarra v Morwell East
Hill End v Foster
Newborough - BYE

ROUND 14 – Saturday, July 20

Newborough v Fish Creek
Thorpdale v MDU
Toora v Yinnar
Mirboo North v Boolarra
Morwell East v Foster
Hill End, Stony Creek and Tarwin 
- BYES

ROUND 15 – Saturday, July 27

Boolarra v Hill End
Stony Creek v Thorpdale
Tarwin v MDU
Yinnar v Newborough
Foster v Mirboo North
Fish Creek, Morwell East and 
Toora - BYES

ROUND 16 – Saturday, Aug. 3

Tarwin v Stony Creek
Thorpdale v Toora
Fish Creek v Boolarra
Morwell East v Yinnar
Mirboo North v Hill End
Foster, MDU and 
Newborough - BYES

ROUND 17 – Saturday, Aug. 10

Boolarra v Stony Creek
Toora v Tarwin
Morwell East v Newborough
Hill End v MDU
Foster v Fish Creek
Mirboo North, Thorpdale and 
Yinnar - BYES

ROUND 18 – Saturday, Aug. 17

Thorpdale v Morwell East
MDU v Foster
Mirboo North v Fish Creek
Stony Creek v Yinnar
Tarwin v Hill End
Newborough v Toora
Boolarra - BYE

STONY CREEK FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB

MID GIPPSLANDMID GIPPSLAND LEAGUE

   2023 Senior Football Finish: 11th
   2024 Senior Football Coach:

Chris Verboon
   Key Recruits: Cam Stone, Wayne 

Groves, Ryan Lewis, Alex Scholte, 
Ben Heath, Ethan Lavis, Johnny 
Holloway

   Key Departures: Sam Bright
   2023 A Grade Netball Finish:

10th
   2024 A Grade Netball Coach:

Jeanette Brown

LIONS at a glance:

STONY Creek will be confident of 
moving up the senior footy ladder 
from its 11th place finish in 2023, 
having recruited strongly, with 
Chris Verboon continuing as play-
ing senior coach.

Adaptable and skilled midfielder 
Cam Stone has returned to the Li-
ons where he featured in the 2009 
Senior Premiership before doing 
likewise on four occasions with Le-
ongatha.

Another recruit Wayne Groves will 
further bolster the team around the 
centre, described by the footy club 
as a “hard midfielder with excellent 
foot skills and very damaging on 
the scoreboard”.

Up-and-coming talent Ryan Lewis 
arrives with club expectations that 
he’ll slot in on the half back flank 
position, bringing speed and dam-
aging foot skills.

Athletic ruckman Alex ‘Sher-
iff ’ Scholte returns to the club at 
which he featured in two Reserves 
Premierships (2017/18) and was a 
runner-up in the Reserves Best and 
Fairest in one of those years.

Sam Marriott returns to action 
after a year off and is expected to 
feature on a wing and in the mid-
field.

Another arrival Ben Heath is like-
ly to be a back flanker.

Johnny Holloway will probably 
play a small forward role after con-
siderable time away from footy.

Sam Bright, who featured in 13 
senior games for the Lions last sea-
son has headed to Toora.

Jeanette Brown remains in charge 
of Stony Creek’s A Grade netball 
side and is looking forward to an 
exciting second season in the role, 
having retained most last year’s 
players, and impressed with the tal-
ent on show during 2024 trials.

She looks forward to having more 
flexibility in terms of oncourt per-
sonnel, believing the introduction 
of ‘rolling subs’ will provide oppor-
tunities to fast track the develop-
ment of an up-and-coming junior 
player.

She mentioned a couple of the 
club’s talented juniors are expected 
to see senior action at some level 
this season.

Tayleisha Johnstone is the first of 
those Under 17s, already playing a 
high level of netball with the South-
ern Fusion Netball Club.

The versatile young gun is the 
main shooter at junior level but 
likely to fill a midcourt position at 
senior level.

Fellow Under 17 Hannah Strick-
land arrives from Inverloch-Kong-
wak, being a handy midcourter.

Goal defender Jala King is out of 
action this season due to pregnancy.

Brown said there was a focus last 
year on being hard working, re-
spectful and united as a club.

“We built on that over the season 
and we’ve come a long way in terms 
of being united as a club and pre-
senting as a club, so we’ll be work-
ing strongly on that again this sea-
son and striving to get to finals,” 
Brown said.

That would be a significant 
achievement, with the Lions need-
ing to improve from 10th place last 
season, with the coach saying the in-
creased unity will help accomplish 
that, but also believing she will have 
plenty to work with in terms of on-
court ability.

She noted that despite the Lions 
winning just a couple of games last 
season, they were competitive in 
many.

“We are still in trials but we have 
a lot of talented players that we are 
looking to take key positions in the 
A and B Grade teams,” Brown said 
of the healthy competition to earn a 
place.

“Everybody is having to fight for 
their spots a bit more this year, 
which is exciting because it means 
we have depth within the club.”

Other netball coaches:
Kayla Byrnes (B Grade coach) 

brings vast netball experience, in-
cluding playing under Lisa Alexan-
der and Cath Chester, and repre-
sented a triumphant Alberton side 
in the Victorian state title. 

Kaitlin Funnell (C Grade coach) 
has been a committed member of 
the club for 12 years, starting her 
netball career in the Under 13s.

Rahni Mann (D Grade coach) 
joined the club halfway through last 
season after coming from Inverloch.  
She is a talented player with lots of 
netball knowledge.

Jala King (Under 15s coach) - won 
Stony Creek’s 2022 B Grade Best 
and Fairest.

Stony Creek gears up for season opener
Stony Creek footballers get in some intra-club work ahead of their practice match against Longwarry. 

Stony Creek players engage in match 
simulation as the season approaches.

 FINALS

Elimination Final - Sat Aug 24 Elimination Final - Sun Aug 25
2nd Semi Final  - Sat Aug 31 1st Semi Final  - Sun Sept 1
Preliminary Final - Sat Sept 7 Grand Final - Sat Sept 14
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100-102 Whitelaw Street, Meeniyan
Phone 5664 0053

Proudly supporting
 the Stony Creek FNC
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Mick, Jason, Kasey & Staff wish

MDU FOOTBALL
NETBALL CLUB

a successful 2024

Proud to support  
Leongatha and MDU.  
Good luck to all for 

success in 2024.
15 Roughead Street, Leongatha

Phone: 5662 4111 Fax: 5662 4158
Email: admin@tpgg.com.au
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MDU FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB

MID GIPPSLANDMID GIPPSLAND LEAGUE

   2023 Football Finish: 3rd, 
Elimination Finalists

   2024 Senior Football Coach:
Nathan Allen

   Key Recruits: Steve Forrester 
and Lachie Wright 

   Key Departures: Jayden Deas
   2023 A Grade Netball Finish: 9th
   Senior Netball Coach:

Jasmin Friend

DEMONS at a glance:

NATHAN Allen continues 
as MDU’s senior footy coach, 
keen to build on last year’s 
Elimination Final experience.

Steve Forrester and Lachie 
Wright have joined the De-
mons from Leongatha, with 
Forrester likely to play in the 
midfield and backline and 
Wright as a forward, or up the 
ground when needed.

Pleased with the existing 
list, MDU’s focus was on re-
taining players, with Jayden 
Deas proving the exception, 
having moved interstate.

Allen spoke about what he 
feels is needed for MDU to 
continue its improvement this 
season after substantial prog-
ress in 2023.

“Last year was my first year 
in the league, so it was just 
seeing what other teams did 
and we didn’t work too much 
on our game plan as such, so 
this year we were able to put 
something together we think 
will hold us in good stead 
when it comes to finals and 
becomes more contested and 
desperate,” he said.

The Demons locked in prac-
tice matches against Yarram 
at home on March 16 and 
Neerim South away on March 
23.

While the naming of the lead-
ership team and captain was 
likely to occur after the first 
practice match, the coaching 
panel is set, with little change 
from 2023.

Dale Furphy and Mark Laf-
ferty will continue to assist 
playing coach Allen from the 
bench, with the senior coach’s 
brother Ash and Joel Sinclair 
again being senior assistants.

Brenton Arnup remains as 
Reserves coach.

Lafferty takes over as Thirds 
coach after Gene Vanderzalm 
stepped down.

On the netball front, MDU’s 
A Grade side is striving to im-
prove on last season’s ninth-
place finish.

Young players Kirra Jones 
and Shari Harris will help 
provide the required improve-
ment as they build on their A 
Grade experience last year.

Centre, Jones, has now 
moved out of junior ranks, 
having played a couple of 
games each week in 2023 
with junior and senior com-
mitments, while the versatile 
Harris, capable of playing 
centre, wing attack and wing 
defence, is still a bottom-aged 
17 & Under player. 

Goaler Tahlia Arnason is 
the only A Grade departure 
for the Demons.

Defender Jasmin Friend en-
ters her second season as A 
Grade coach.

She said last year was about 
rebuilding and having a good 
year, with the aim to retain 
players and add a couple 
more in 2024, well-attended 
try out sessions providing the 
opportunity to observe the 
contenders.

“We’re excited to push our-
selves from last year to this 
year,” Friend said, sound-
ing confident there will be 
improvement evident in this 
campaign.

She is looking forward to 
this season’s introduction of 
rotating substitutions, allow-
ing players to be switched 
during a quarter regardless of 
whether there is an injury.

“It’s a new challenge for 
players and coaches, which is 
a good thing,” she said.

MDU eyes expansion amidst coaching shakeup

MDU coaches Brenton Arnup (Reserves), Nathan Allen (Seniors), Dale Furphy 
(forwards coach), Joel Sinclair (backs coach), Mark Lafferty (Under 18s and Senior 
bench coach), with mids coach Ash Allen absent.

MDU coaches look forward to the 2024 season, with Nat 
Rayson (C Grade & Under 17), Sam Rayson (D Grade), 
Jasmin Friend (A Grade) and Kate Lafferty (B Grade).

Recruit Lachie Wright boots a goal during an MDU intraclub 
practice hitout. 

GARY ANTHONY 0418 397 529

BULLS FOR SALEBULLS FOR SALE

PONDEROSA PONDEROSA 
HEREFORDSHEREFORDS

Wishing 
MDU FNC 

a successful 
2024 season

Polled & Horned

a successful 
2024 season
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email: jbncartage@bigpond.com

Proud sponsors 
of the MDU 

Football 
Netball Club

JBN CARTAGEJBN CARTAGE
Pty LtdPty Ltd
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Farmers Road, Dumbalk 3956
Phone 5664 4202

PROUDLY 
SUPPORTING 
THE MDU FNC

All the best for the 2024 season
• Fuel • On farm delivery • Agronomy

Your one stop shop for all your AG needs
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On behalf of the team at the Meeniyan pub we wish
everyone good luck at the Stony Cup! 

 
We'll see you after the

 races!

Proud sponsors 
of the MDU FNC

Open 7 days for lunch and dinner
117 Whitelaw Street, Meeniyan

5664 7203
www.meeniyanhotel.com.au
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FISH CREEK HOTEL

Bar, dining, bottleshop and

accommodation. Open 7 days.

FISHCREEKHOTEL.COM.AU  •  5683 2404

Proud sponsor of the 
Fish Creek FNC

Open 7 days
Bistro – Sports Bar 
Accommodation 

Bottle Shop

5683 2404
1 OLD WARATAH ROAD, FISH CREEK

FISHCREEKHOTEL.COM.AU

DESPITE the storms that devastated 
the town and snapped the goal posts on 
Mirboo North’s footy ground, the young 
team are positive and ready to get crack-
ing for the season ahead. 

The new season’s recruits include Riley 
Oddy who spent last season with Mor-
well, and Melbourne based locals Conner 
White and Jack Burgess-Pincini. 

Returning local, Daniel Taylor has been 
a senior coach with Yinnar for the past 
two seasons and will bring in a wealth of 
experience and depth to the side in a se-
nior development role. 

Brothers Darcy and Hayden Brock will 
be departing from Mirboo North and 
heading back to play again for their local 
club, Trafalgar. 

Julian Blackford has gone to Morwell 
and Ben Campbell will be returning to 
his home club at Nilma Darnum. 

These key departures will primarily 
see a loss of experience and senior coach 
Damien Turner is hopeful that bringing 
in Riley and Daniel will complement the 
younger team and balance out the losses. 

The side began preseason training late 
last year, getting in a solid four week 
block before the Christmas break and 
starting again in mid-January. 

They had a break for a couple of weeks 
after the storm, and about 15 of the play-
ers were on chainsaws helping out locals 
in need and getting in some team bond-
ing. 

A young list of hopeful players who have 
come through the junior ranks will also 
fill out the senior side.

Being a good group of mates will see 

them have an advantage as well as some 
good experience gained playing seniors 
last year. 

“These kids will keep building; they’re 
only getting older and more experi-
enced. Some of them will be able to take 
some leadership roles upon themselves 
and take it into their own hands,” said 
Damien. 

A focus of the team will be on gaining 
and building consistency from week to 
week and over the four quarters, where 
there was a lapse of focus last year.  

“It’ll be exciting football when you’ve got 
young kids that you can work with and 
let them play and showcase their skills. 
They’ve got pace, they’ve got skills. Some 
of them can jump as high as a house, so 
it’ll be exciting to watch them.” 

AFL Victoria Mid Gippsland Football 
Netball League and South Gippsland 
Shire Council have pitched in funds for 
new goal posts to be installed before the 
first home game in round two against 
Foster. 

While in A Grade netball, returning 
player Emily Taylor will be coaching with 
assistance from Nicole Lomas, a new re-
cruit, who brings a wealth of knowledge 
with her. 

Emily commented that a new rule which 
allows rolling subs in the game could be 
see positive outcomes for the side this 
season. 

A GoFundMe page has been set up by 
the Mirboo North FNC for the whole of 
the Recreation Reserve. To find out more 
and donate, go to gofundme.com/f/mnf-
nc-recovery. 

FISH CREEK FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB

MID GIPPSLANDMID GIPPSLAND LEAGUE
MIRBOO NORTH FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB

FISH CREEK
FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB
   2023 Senior Football Finish:

Premiers 
   2024 Senior Football Coach:

Jarrod Walker 
   Key Recruits: Kairon Dorling, 

Brady Mitchell, Darcy Berryman
   Key Departures: Cam Walker, 

Blaine Coates
   2023 A Grade Netball Finish:

6th, Elimination Finalists
   2024 Senior Netball Coach:

Jayde McGlead

   2023 Senior Football Finish: 9th
   2024 Senior Football Coach: 

Damien Turner 
   2024 Captain: Hudson Kerr 
   Key Recruits: Riley Oddy, 

Conner White, Jack Burgess-Pincini 
and Daniel Taylor  

   Key Departures: Darcey and 
Hayden Brock, Julian Blackford 
and Ben Campbell 

   2023 A Grade Netball Finish: 7th
   2024 A Grade Coach: Emily Taylor

KANGAROOS 
at a glance: TIGERS at a glance:

FISH Creek appears strongly placed 
for another premiership tilt to add to its 
2023 title, retaining most of its list and 
with some additional local talent return-
ing to the club.

The Kangaroos have demonstrated 
their tenacity off the field with many 
people pitching in to ensure impressive 
temporary rooms are ready for the start 
of the 2024 campaign, following Novem-
ber’s devastating fire.

The change rooms are possibly larger 
than what the players are used to and 
there is a new toilet and shower block.

Kairon Dorling is one of the returnees, 
the impressively fit inside midfielder 
bringing the confidence of playing in 
Inverloch-Kongwak’s 2023 premiership 
side.

Big-bodied full forward Brady Mitch-
ell brings his strong marking and pro-
digious kicking back to the Kangaroos 
from Warburton Millgrove Football Net-
ball Club, while midfielder and forward 
Darcy Berryman is back from Leongatha.

Playing coach Jarrod Walker is looking 
forward to seeing all three in action.

He said the main aim entering the sea-
son has been to ensure everyone remains 
motivated after last year’s success, add-
ing that hasn’t proved difficult, with the 
new recruits helping keep enthusiasm 
levels high.

“A few guys who are getting close to 30 
or a bit older are realising they’ve only 
got a couple of years left and are keen to, 
while we’re in a bit of a window, make 
the most of it,” Walker said of another 
driving force in the effort for successive 
flags.

Backman Cam Walker and midfielder 
and forward Blaine Coates are the no-
table departures.

On the coaching front, Matt McGannon 
continues as an onfield assistant coach 
for the senior side, while Brent Cooper 
assumes the off-field assistant position 

vacated by Kevin Barnes.
Toby Redpath and Dewy Moon have 

stepped in as co-coaches of the Reserves, 
while Colin McPhee will be in charge of 
the Under 18s.

Fish Creek’s A Grade Netballers were 
beaten in an Elimination Final last year, 
with playing coach Jayde McGlead con-
fident the side is capable of moving fur-
ther up the ladder this season after fin-
ishing sixth during the 2023 home and 
away campaign.

A couple of former Fish Creek players 
have returned to the Kangaroos.

Jess Edgar’s accurate shooting is set to 
be a highlight after a few seasons with 
Leongatha, while Grace McLean’s versa-
tility will be on display at centre or wing 
attack.

The latter brings the experience of an A 
Grade premiership with Toora in 2022.

Abbey and Elysia Shaw have returned 
from overseas adventures and are both 
expected to play valuable roles in the 
midcourt positions.

Goal attack Lauren Gale has some 
travel plans during the upcoming season 
but will be available at times.

Coach McGlead will again hold down a 
defensive post as goal keeper.

While she expects the side will play a 
bit differently with its 2024 additions, 
she is waiting for an opportunity to see 
players in action.

“We haven’t got a practice match until 
towards the end of March, so until then 
it’ll be a bit hard to tell,” McGlead said.

“We’re aiming for finals again but hop-
ing we can step up that little bit more 
this year for sure.”

As with the footballers, the Fish Creek 
netballers take on Yarram in practice 
match action, away on March 23.

Successive fl ags for the Roos?
Aiden Bradley, Kairon Dorling, Bailey Harfield-Park and Darcy Berryman are 

looking forward to representing Fish Creek this year.

Young guns ones to watch
President of Mirboo North welcomes Damien Turner to the Senior Coaching 

role, who is excited about leading a young team to the finals. 

Emily Taylor is the A Grade Netball 
coach this year and is interested to see 
how the new rule on rolling subs will 
change the game. 
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Employing local people and 
suppor ting local businesses

tarwin.iga.store
SHOP ONLINE

Good Luck sharks & 
sharkett es for  season 2024
41-43 River Drive, Tarwin 5663 5265
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TOORA FNC TARWIN FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB

MID GIPPSLANDMID GIPPSLAND LEAGUE

   2023 Football Finish: 8th
   2024 Senior Football Coach:

Jason Kennedy and Lachie Jones
   Key Recruits: Lachie Jones, 

Kane McCarthy, Travis Krause 
   Key Departures: Nil
   2023 Netball Finish: 4th
   2024 Senior Netball Coach:

Amy Robertson

SHARKS at a glance:

Tarwin ready to launch into 2024
Tarwin footballers Ben Ellen, Harrison Cumming, Fergus Warren and coach 

Jason Kennedy are looking forward to kicking off the new season in round two.

WITH a bye scheduled for round one, 
Tarwin Football Netball Club is itching to 
dive into the 2024 season.

Preseason training kicked off club-wide 
in mid-December and picked up again at 
the end of January following a Christmas 
break, featuring a preseason camp at the 
start of March.

The club has been happy with training 
numbers amongst the seniors and the ju-
niors, with a lot of the juniors looking very 
promising.

Jason Kennedy will be coaching the Se-
niors in 2024, alongside local-based as-
sistant coach Lachie Jones, who has come 
over to Tarwin from Wonthaggi Power.

Tarwin has also welcomed a number of 
new Senior players, including Kane Mc-
Carthy and Travis Krause.

On top of that, the club has seen a good 
rollover of existing players, as well as 
juniors who are eager to get a game at a 
higher level.

New coaches Travis Cameron and Rob-
bie Housten have taken over the Reserves.

Over on netball courts, Amy Robertson 
is coaching A Grade and Clare Petersen 
will be coaching C Grade.

All grades will be filled, but the rest of 
the coaching panel is yet to be announced.

Tarwin had a competitive season in 
2023 with the Seniors just missing out 
on finals in eighth place and the Reserves 
bringing home a premiership win.

The A Grade netballers made the finals 
for the first time in a long time in 2022 
and continued that momentum with a fi-
nals appearance last season.

“Our goal this season is to continue de-
veloping players through all the grades. I 
believe success needs to be club-wide, not 
just one team,” Amy said.

Tarwin will kick off its season in round 
two with a challenging match against MDU 
away.

Its first home game will take place in 
round four, which will be another tough 

match against another old Alberton rival 
Foster.

“We’re looking to see both team make 
the finals“ that’s our main starting point,” 
football operations manager Ed McMick-
ing said.

“We’ll also be chasing a bit of consisten-
cy. We had a few games where we played 
well, and others where we were a bit flat. 
A bit of consistency across the board will 
hopefully propel us into a better position 
at the end of the season.”

Tarwin is looking forward to round 15, 
where it will once again face MDU and cel-
ebrate its 20-year premiership reunion.

Off the ground, Tarwin is upgrading its 
scoreboard and looking forward to the 
events on its social calendar, including the 
black-tie ball.

“From a club perspective, we are quite 
successful. Off field, we are trying to build 
a family club and that has been working 
really well. We’re just ready to get started,” 
club president Nick McRae said. 

Coaches Jack Weston and Jay have 
formed a strong, young seniors side that 
will be worth a watch.

Youngsters step up 
to fill the ranks

AN AGING list for the Toora seniors side 
has seen a wealth of experience transition 
out for the coming season, leaving room for 
younger players to step up and fill the ranks. 

Time has been spent nurturing the younger 
players to ensure a side is formed that can 
relate to each other and work cohesively as 
a team.

“There’s probably about 15 or 16 of our 
juniors who came through altogether, but 
they’ve only played sporadic senior footy 
over the last three or four years and we’ve 
just signed all of them up to lock them in 
to be key members of the club,” said Toora 
President Linden Dyson. 

Toora have been training hard since last 
November, with a very strong preseason un-
der their belts due to the commitment and 
drive of the younger players.  

New recruits include Lachy Ireland, Sam 
Bright, as well as Leigh Craig, Will Goosey 
and Jake Smart, who bring valuable expe-
rience having been members of Mornington 
Peninsula’s premiership-winning team last 
year.

A departure that will be missed is experi-
enced player Josh Toner, a local who has re-
turned to Foster. 

President Linden Dyson would like to see 
the younger side start to be more competi-
tive than they have been for the last couple 
of seasons and to knock some sides off that 
they feel they can beat. 

The clubs culture is as important as their 
competitiveness comments Linden, and with 
the right approach he believes the footy will 
takes care of itself and get good buy in from 
players who want to play strong footy. 

“If you ask me what our core values are as 
a footy club, it is a place that’s accepting and 
open. We have a lot of different characters 
come to footy and we like to be a place where 
everyone feels comfortable.

“It’s really trying to drive that cultural part 
of what we do as a community organisation 
and being really strong, making everyone feel 
loved and appreciated and part of the club; 
and then with that we feel like success will 
follow like it has in the past.” 

Toora Seniors plan on playing tough, re-
lentless quality football with talented recruits 
and by bringing some smarts to the game. 

The A Grade netball side have had a few 
successful years, and this year they are in 
a similar position to the footy, with experi-
enced players transitioning out and younger 
ones progressing to showcase their skills 
and take the mantle. 

   2023 Senior Football Finish: 12th
   2024 Senior Football Coach: 

Jack Weston
   Key Recruits: Will Goosey, 

Lachy Ireland, Jake Smart, 
Sam Bright, Leigh Craig

   Key Departures:
Josh Toner

   2023 A Grade 
Netball Finish: 
2nd, Runners Up

MAGPIES at a glance:

Will Goosey, 
Lachy Ireland, Jake Smart, 
Sam Bright, Leigh Craig

Will Goosey, Will Goosey, 
Lachy Ireland, Jake Smart, 

BUDDING footballers are once again 
gearing up for Auskick.

Inverloch Recreation Reserve is just 
one of the local venues hosting the pro-
gram.

Inverloch is set to launch its 10-week 
program on April 19, with sessions 
running from 5.30pm until 6.45pm.

The program is open to children 
turning five in 2024, through to 
12-year-olds.

An all-girls group will be included, 
but girls can choose to join in with the 
mixed group.

Inverloch Auskick coordinator Big K 
said he’s expecting to see 150 to 160 
registrations this year.

“We’re confident we’ll get plenty of 
kids wanting to join in. It’s all about 
engagement and getting involved in 
some fun activities,” he said. 

Each session, the children will break 
into small groups and get to know the 
game of footy with volunteer coaches.

Older children will develop their 
skills, while the younger children will 
be introduced to the basics, all with 
fun and games along the way.

Big K praised the volunteers and 
supporters who come along to ensure 
a successful program each year.

“I’d like to thank the volunteers and 
effort they put in. We could always do 
with a few more. Our volunteer coach-
es don’t need to have experience, they 
will be given plenty of support along 
the way. The kids always love seeing 
mum or dad getting involved,” he said.

“I’d also like to thank the sponsors 
who have come on board for 2024.” 

The Auskick program is well sup-
ported by the Inverloch-Kongwak Foot-
ball Netball Club, with many partici-
pants going on to play competitively in 
the Sea Eagle colours.

“We’re one club, one community,” Big 
K said.

“We have a real focus on that mental-
ity. The Auskick kids will also have the 
opportunity to take part in a halftime 
showcase in front of a local crowd dur-
ing the season.”

There will also be an opportunity for 
Auskick participants to be involved in 
the halftime action at Marvel Stadium 
and the MCG. 

Parents are encouraged to register 
their children as soon as possible so 
they receive their AFL packs prior to 
program kicking off.

The packs include all sorts of AFL 
goodies, including shirts and beanies 
in the team colours of your choice, a 
football and footy cards.

Children are encouraged to wear 
their shirts to Auskick.

Registrations can be made via playafl.
com.au (Inverloch Auskick Centre).

For all other enquiries, contact Big K 
on 0408 281 953.

AUSKICKAUSAUSKICK

Footballers in 
the making get 
set for Auskick

   Bass – April 17 
   Dalyston – May 2
   Fish Creek – May 1
   Foster – May 1
   Korumburra – May 1
   Leongatha – April 19
   Meeniyan – May 1
   Mirboo North – May 3
   Nyora – April 18
   Phillip Island – April 19
   Poowong-Loch – April 17 

(Poowong Memorial Reserve) 
   Stony Creek – May 1
   Tarwin – May 9
   Wonthaggi – May 1

Other AUSKICK programs:

5 A’BECKETT STREET, INVERLOCH  

Phone: 5674 1722
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Proudly supporting

the Sharks
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FOSTER FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB

MID GIPPSLANDMID GIPPSLAND LEAGUE

ROUND 1

Saturday, April 6
Poowong v Yarragon
Lang Lang v Trafalgar
Nilma Darnum v Nyora
Buln Buln v Neerim South
Catani v Longwarry
Ellinbank - BYE

ROUND 2

Saturday, April 13
Yarragon v Neerim South
Trafalgar v Poowong
Longwarry v Nilma Darnum
Buln Buln v Ellinbank
Nyora v Lang Lang
Catani - BYE

ROUND 3

Saturday, April 20
Nilma Darnum v Catani
Poowong v Nyora
Lang Lang v Longwarry
Ellinbank v Yarragon
Neerim South v Trafalgar
Buln Buln - BYE

ROUND 4

Saturday, April 27
Trafalgar v Ellinbank
Nyora v Neerim South
Longwarry v Poowong
Catani v Lang Lang
Yarragon v Buln Buln
Nilma Darnum - BYE

ROUND 5

Saturday, May 4
Ellinbank v Nyora
Neerim South v Longwarry
Poowong v Catani
Lang Lang v Nilma Darnum
Buln Buln v Trafalgar
Yarragon - BYE

ROUND 6 

Saturday, May 11
Longwarry v Ellinbank
Catani v Neerim South
Nilma Darnum v Poowong
Nyora v Buln Buln
Trafalgar v Yarragon
Lang Lang - BYE

ROUND 7

Saturday, May 18
Ellinbank v Catani
Neerim South v Nilma Darnum
Poowong v Lang Lang
Buln Buln v Longwarry
Yarragon v Nyora
Trafalgar - BYE

ROUND 8

Saturday, May 25
Nilma Darnum v Ellinbank
Lang Lang v Neerim South
Catani v Buln Buln
Longwarry v Yarragon
Nyora v Trafalgar
Poowong - BYE

ROUND 9

Saturday, June 1
Lang Lang v Ellinbank
Neerim South v Poowong
Buln Buln v Nilma Darnum
Yarragon v Catani
Trafalgar v Longwarry
Nyora - BYE

ROUND 10

Saturday, June 8
Poowong v Ellinbank
Lang Lang v Buln Buln
Nilma Darnum v Yarragon
Catani v Trafalgar
Longwarry v Nyora
Neerim South - BYE

ROUND 11

Saturday, June 15
Ellinbank v Neerim South
Yarragon v Lang Lang
Trafalgar v Nilma Darnum
Nyora v Catani
Buln Buln v Poowong
Longwarry - BYE

ROUND 12

Saturday, June 22
Neerim South v Buln Buln
Yarragon v Poowong
Nyora v Nilma Darnum
Trafalgar v Lang lang
Longwarry v Catani
Ellinbank - BYE

ROUND 13 

Saturday, June 29
Ellinbank v Buln Buln
Neerim South v Yarragon
Poowong v Trafalgar
Lang Lang v Nyora
Nilma Darnum v Longwarry
Catani - BYE

ROUND 14

Saturday, July 6
Yarragon v Ellinbank
Trafalgar v Neerim South
Nyora v Poowong
Longwarry v Lang Lang
Catani v Nilma Darnum
Buln Buln - BYE

ROUND 15

Saturday, July 13
Ellinbank v Trafalgar
Neerim South v Nyora
Poowong v Longwarry
Lang Lang v Catani
Buln Buln v Yarragon
Nilma Darnum - BYE

ROUND 16

Saturday, July 20
Nyora v Ellinbank
Catani v Poowong
Nilma Darnum v Lang lang
Trafalgar v Buln Buln
Longwarry, Neerim South 
and Yarragon - BYES

ROUND 17 

Saturday, July 27
Ellinbank v Longwarry
Neerim South v Catani
Poowong v Nilma Darnum
Buln Buln v Nyora
Yarragon v Trafalgar
Lang Lang - BYE

ROUND 18 

Saturday, August 3
Catani v Ellinbank
Nilma Darnum v Neerim South
Lang Lang v Poowong
Longwarry v Buln Buln
Nyora v Yarragon
Trafalgar - BYE

ROUND 19 

Saturday, August 10
Ellinbank v Nilma Darnum
Neerim South v Lang Lang
Buln Buln v Catani
Yarragon v Longwarry
Trafalgar v Nyora
Poowong - BYE

ROUND 20

Saturday, August 17
Ellinbank v Lang Lang
Poowong v Neerim South
Nilma Darnum v Buln Buln
Catani v Yarragon
Longwarry v Trafalgar
Nyora - BYE

ELLINBANK & ELLINBANK & 
DISTRICTDISTRICT LEAGUE

2024 FIXTURE

 FINALS

Qualifying Final - Sat Aug 24 Elimination Final - Sun Aug 25
2nd Semi Final  - Sat Aug 31 1st Semi Final  - Sun Sept 1
Preliminary Final - Sat Sept 7 Grand Final - Sat Sept 14

   2023 Football Finish: 5th
   2024 Senior Football Coach:

Sam Davies
   Key Recruits: Nil
   Key Departures: Troy Van Dyke 

and Jake Thornell
   2023 A Grade Netball Finish:

12th
   2024 Senior Netball Coach:

Britt Rooney

TIGERS at a glance:

FOSTER has jumped into pre-
season with good numbers at 
training and a determination to 
see improvement throughout the 
2024 season.

The Seniors finished last sea-
son fifth on the ladder, while the 
A Grade netballers had a quieter 
season as it worked to develop its 
squad.

Britt Rooney has been brought 
on as the new Senior netball 
coach, and her focus will be on 
improvement throughout the A 
and B Grade sides.

Katie Jackson will coach C 
Grade and D Grade will be led by 
Jess Thorne.

The junior coaches are Jess 
Foote (U15s) and Rel Buttigieg 
(U13s).

For the footballers, Sam Davies 
will coach the Seniors with Nick 
Hume coaching the Reserves.

Foster has also been pleased 
with the number of juniors turn-
ing up for preseason training, a 
number of which are anticipated 
to play in the Seniors and Re-
serves throughout the season.

“We are looking to see improve-
ment overall,” new club president 
Deb Allott said. 

“There’s been few low seasons, 
but we are looking to continue to 
be competitive. We anticipate our 
footballers making finals. They 
bowed out early in the finals last 
season, so they will be looking to 
go deeper this year. 

“We are very much a developing 
club, and we are looking forward 

to seeing some of our younger 
players stepping into the Seniors 
and Reserves and gaining perma-
nent spots.” 

Foster will host Morwell East in 
round one on April 13.

Morwell East has always proven 
to be a challenge, but the club is 
quietly confident in the work the 
Seniors have put in during the 
preseason.

Round one will also see the roll 
out of Foster’s new netball uni-
forms.

These uniforms will help to dis-
tinguish Foster when it plays Mor-
well East and Mirboo North, as 
the colours have often clashed in 
the past.

Off the field, the club has a new 
president in Deb Allott.

Former president Noel Afflitto 
has stepped back into the vice 
president role. 

Shannon Gee and Dan Garlick 
have take on the secretary roles 
and Terri Bohn remains the trea-
surer.

The club is looking forward to 
its President’s Luncheon on May 
11, and hosting Thorpdale for 
the Anzac Day round for the first 
time.

This game will take place in 
round three and will be a perma-
nent fixture in the competition go-
ing forward.

The club’s calendar also in-
cludes the Black and Gold Ball, 
the rodeo bucking bull, the goods 
and services auction, and the re-
verse draw. 

Eddie, Jack, Flynn, Leevi, Toby and Simon “The King” Gibson at Foster Football Netball Club’s preseason 
training.

Foster pumped for new season

Foster’s 
U15 assistant 
coach Dee 
Brown and 
C Grade 
coach Katie 
Jackson 
wearing the 
new netball 
uniforms.

From before the season’s fi rst bounce until after 
the grand fi nal siren, the Sentinel-Times 
has football and netball covered in 2024.

All the latest news and results every week.

Sentinel-Times
COVERING SOUTH GIPPSLAND AND BASS COAST

Best of luck to all teams 
in the 2024 season!

www.sgst.com.au
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with fun and a friendly atmosphere

Lunch Wednesday - Sunday 12noon-2.30pm
Dinner Wednesday - Saturday 5.30 - 8.30pm

Open Monday & Tuesday from 2.30pm, 
Wednesday to Sunday from 11am
All occasions catered for including 

birthdays, weddings and engagements

1 Ranceby Rd  p: 5659 2351
w: www.poowonghotel.com.au

SENIOR meals available 
Wednesday to Friday

The Poowong Hotel would like to wish
Poowong Football & Netball Clubs

all the best for season 2024

POOWONG FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUBNYORA FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB

ELLINBANK & DISTRICTELLINBANK & DISTRICT LEAGUE

Changing of the guard for Nyora Seniors
NYORA’S senior football team has seen 

a big changing of the guard with twelve 
departures and eight recruits onboard for 
the coming season. 

Key recruits include Santo Joma who is 
very athletic and will prove to be a good 
utility, Onur Akbas, skilful in the midfield, 
Bradley O’Brien a skilful half back with 
good height, Jayden O’Brien a strong key 
forward and Peter Bastin, good in the mid-
dle and a goal kicker. 

These players bring experience and lead-
ership that will bolster the team’s on field 
effectiveness and competitiveness. 

Key departures including one that stings 
the club, are League Best and Fairest Trav 
Stewart, a key ruckman, Jack Rosenow 
who was handy midfielder with good skills, 
and Nick Anderson a talented half forward.  

The team have had solid numbers at pre-
season training two nights a week. Morale 
is good and the players are showing cohe-
sion as a team according to Nyora Presi-
dent Sam Dixon. 

The seniors’ focus this year is to be com-
petitive across four quarters and show 
consistency and stamina to give the oppo-
sition a run for their money and produce 
some good wins. 

The players plan to have a red hot crack 
and ultimately would like to end up on top 
by the end of the season. 

Young team having a crack
POOWONG Seniors have a young and 

enthusiastic side with some of the ju-
nior players coming up to fill positions 
that will see them develop as a team. 

The team have a solid preseason under 
their belt with the focus on being as fit 
as possible as well as improving skills 
and productivity on the field overall. 

Recruitment of players for the side re-
mains underway but the club have man-
aged to secure Josh Chiavaroli for the 
season. 

Josh is a previous junior with 
Poowong, returning to play with the club 
after a long absence due to injury and 
playing with other clubs.  

The seniors will miss departures Tom 
and Will Robertson who confidently 
filled key positions of centre half for-
ward and centre half back respectively, 
last season. 

While the side’s focus on field is fit-
ness, the off field is always strong at the 
Magpies.  

President Matt Henshall likes to en-
sure everyone who is part of the club 
has an enjoyable experience by provid-
ing a fun and inclusive environment 
where everyone can be involved. 

“We have the players spread the word 
that we are good fun club and the re-
sults will look after themselves.”

“Wins come and go but it’s the club 
spirit that matters,” said Matt.  

The seniors are hoping to come out on 
top this season, but if they improve on 

last year’s result of fifth place they will 
take that as a positive.  

Matt said this season spectators at 
Poowong’s games will be able to see, “a 
young team just having a crack.” 

The Poowong juniors also gained 
some expert guidance when ex-junior 
Poowong player Jai Newcome who now 
plays AFL for Hawthorn came along to 
train them recently. 

The A Grade netballers also have a 
young team coming up to play this sea-
son. Last year’s Best and Fairest Grace 
Greene has moved interstate but coach 
Prue Blackwood is confident they will be 
able to fill the gap and were holding tri-
als in early March. 

This year’s leadership team at the Poowong Football Club, with a special visit 
from AFL player Jai Newcombe who helped coach the juniors last week. Alex 
Henshall, Jack Hazendonk, Jai Newcombe, Dale Carrol, Zac Gray, Matt Cozzio 
and Matt Henshall. ob06_1124

   2023 Senior Football Finish: 7th 
   2024 Senior Football Coach:

Dylan Heylen
   2024 Senior Captain: Sam Dixon 
   Key Recruits: Santo Joma, 

Onur Akbas, Bradley O’Brien, 
Jayden O’Brien and Peter Bastin

   Key Departures: Trav Stewart, Jack 
Rosenow and Nick Anderson

   2023 A Grade Netball Finish:
11th

   2024 Senior Netball Coach:
Leonie McCluskey 

SAINTS at a glance:

New recruits from left: Peter Bastin, Lachie Roberts, Jayden O’Brien, Aaron 
Coggins and President Samuel Dixon.

Nyora vetrans from Left: Jordan Anderson, Jesse Heylen, Dylan Heylen (Senior 
Coach) Samuel Dixon (President), Jono Hewitt.

   2023 Senior Football Finish: 5th 
   2024 Senior Football Coach:

Dale Carrol 
   2024 Captain: Jack Hazendonk
   Key Recruits: Josh Chiavaroli 
   Key Departures: 

Tom Robertson 
and Will Robertson 

   2023 A Grade 
Netball Finish: 10th

   2024 Senior 
Netball Coach: 
Prue Blackwood 

MAGPIES at a glance:

Josh Chiavaroli 

and Will Robertson 

10th

and Will Robertson 

10th

Senior netball coach Leonnie McCluskey with 
Nyora Netball president Jassy Batrouney.

Tanasha Walters (A Grade) 
looks for her options down 
court during last season’s 
July 1 match.

Poowong’s Charlie Koscal capitalises 
on the chaos and makes a run with the 
ball during last season’s Demon Cup 
against Nyora. Photo: Jeff Tull.
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Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879 A1389139, OUT_1597679, 21/10/2020

Community Bank • Inverloch & District

Proud to be a major 
supporter of the 
Bass Coast Breakers

Bank with the Bendigo and your club wins. 

For more information contact the team at 
San Remo on 5678 5833 to find out more.

Community Bank • San Remo, Cowes & Grantville Branches
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Proud sponsors of the 
Bass Coast Breakers

Good luck for the 2024 season

BASS COAST BREAKERS

SOUTH EASTERN WOMEN’S
FOOTBALL LEAGUEYOUTH GIRLS

FOOTBALL
SOUTH EASTERN WOMEN’SSOUTH EASTERN WOMEN’SSOUTH EASTERN WOMEN’SSOUTH EASTERN WOMEN’SYOUTH GIRLSYOUTH GIRLS

FOOTBALL

GET ready for an exhilarating 
season of football with the Bass 
Coast Breakers Women’s Team! 
This season promises to be a thrill-
ing journey of growth, team spirit, 
and a whole lot of fun.

The Breakers are all about break-
ing down the barriers to womens 
sport with no upfront fees or need 
to purchase a uniform.

“We are looking for a few more 
players this season,” Ella explained 
noting that a couple of veteran play-
ers  retired at the end of last season.

“We’re looking at a fun season 
where we continue to develop indi-
vidually and as a team. We work hard 
to create a fun and inclusive culture 
for women who want to come and try 
footy – all you need is a pair of boots.”

And as Ella highlighted the team 
have spare boots available for those 
looking to give the sport a try.

“We’ve also got uniforms in all the 
sizes to fit all different women, and 
it’s a women’s cut!”

The team have been breaking 
down barriers to participation since 
2017. The Breakers finished second 
on the ladder before going down to 
Frankston in last year’s Preliminary 
Final by only 11 points in the Senior 
Women Premier Division.

“We are at home for half the sea-
son, and even when we do play 
away, we carpool or coordinate bus-
es to combat travel. We try to mini-
mise any barriers that women face.

“We are also very family friendly – 

there are lots of mothers in the club 
– you’re welcome to bring your fam-
ily along to training and matches.”

That also goes for the fur moth-
ers, with well-behaved pups wel-
come at training.

“We are very welcoming and in-
clusive with the highlight of the 
season our annual pride round, 
which we are looking forwards to 
again this year on Friday May 24.”

So, whether you are an experienced 
player or have never pulled on the 
boots before, pop along to training on 
a Wednesday night at Wonthaggi Rec-
reation Reserve Oval 2 at 6pm, we 
will be shifting to Dalyston in April to 
coincide with day light savings.

“We can cater to beginners, you 
don’t have to have played before,” 
Ella explained.

“We’ve also got mentoring oppor-
tunities for individuals who want to 
give coaching a go, even if it’s a line 
coach or a different leadership role. 
We want to promote leadership op-
portunities for women, whether it’s 
coaches, trainers or admin…”

New players like Clinky and Gaby 
Hynes are already giving the sport 
a go, adding fresh faces and experi-
ences to the team.

“We now have to play cricket,” Ella 
laughed noting Gaby’s deal was for 
her to play cricket, now she is play-
ing football. Watch this space for 
the Breakers Cricket team…

The Breakers are also excited by 
the growth and opportunities with 

the under 14 girls league com-
mencing this season and VFLW 
playing in the near future.

“It’s exciting to have Box Hill 
VFLW playing in Wonthaggi on May 
12 with one of our players Grace 
Matser playing for Box Hill. There 
is big growth and opportunities for 
women and girls.”

Gear up for a season of fun, ca-
maraderie, and exciting football 
with the Bass Coast Breakers. 

The first round kicks off on April 
6 at 12 noon when the Breakers 
take on Pearcedale at Pearcedale 
Recreation Reserve.

A season of fun, inclusion, and growth

THE Bass Coast Breakers are 
on the lookout for a Head Coach 
for the upcoming season as 
they head into the Mornington 
Peninsula Football Netball 
League’s Division One.

A paid gig, the Breakers have 
etched their mark in South 
Gippsland breaking down 
barriers for women across the 
district with a warm, welcoming 
and inclusive attitude. 

For further details on the 
coaching position or for 
more information to join 
the women’s team call Ella 
Angarane on 0438 722 639.

COACH search continues

The Breakers are looking forwards to the new season as part of the Mornington Peninsula Football Netball 
Leagues Women’s Division One with the season commencing on April 6.

The girls are pulling 
on the footy boots

A REVOLUTION is brew-
ing. The Southern Gippsland 
Junior Football competition 
is set to introduce a dedi-
cated U14 Girls division for 
the 2024 season. This land-
mark decision marks a sig-
nificant milestone, offering 
girls in the region a chance 
to participate in football like 
never before.

“Our goal is to grow girls’ 
football within the area,” 
explained Operations Man-
ager, Bobbie Lee Blay.

“The exhibition games last 
year were really successful.”

It’s a stepping stone for 
girls with organisers hoping 
this year’s Under 14’s will 
see the creation of an Un-
der 12’s side next year that 
gives female athletes their 
own platform to showcase 
their skills and passion for 
the sport.

Scheduled to play on Sun-
days after mixed, the season 
will consist of 14 rounds 
followed by an exhilarating 
final series set to start on 
April 21.

“A lot of the clubs are hav-
ing a go,” Bobbie Lee smiled, 
noting that the game will be 
adapted to accommodate 
player numbers.

“We’re happy to have 16 
on the ground or play AFL 
nine’s if we have to – it’s 
about giving these girls a 
game of football.”

For aspiring female foot-
ballers, this announcement 
opens doors to a world of 
possibilities at Wonthaggi, 
Dalyston, Leongatha, Phillip 
Island, Korumburra-Bena, 
Kilcunda-Bass and Inver-
loch-Kongwak.

“I’ve been involved in foot-
ball for 30 years and to see 
where it is now, to see the 
game grow and what it has 
become now. I never had 
those opportunities. I was 
this daughter who hung 
around with her dad at 
footy training and games,” 
Bobbie Lee reminisced.

On Wednesday night 
South Gippsland Umpire 
Association signed a servic-
es agreement to umpire the 
U12 and U14 Mixed for the 
up-and-coming series plus 
the final series. Supporting 
the development of our Ju-
nior Footballers.  

“We simply want football 
to grow within the area and 
for the girls to have a safe 
space to develop their skills. 
It’s a great place to have a 
since of belonging and a 
connection to community.  
Playing football or any sport 
is a way to look after their 
mental health and physical 
health at the same time.  It’s 
an outlet for young people 
in our society. It’s about par-
ticipating and having fun,” 
she added.

Whilst the girls are pre-
pared to get out on the 
field and get just as muddy 
as the blokes, they’re also 
looking forwards to socialis-
ing with friends and playing 
as a team.

There are still plenty of 
spaces to fill, so reach out 
to your local team for more 
information or call Bobbie 
Lee Blay on 0417 035 913.

Get out there and give 
it a go – the future of girls’ 
football in South Gippsland 
looks bright indeed.

Seven U14 girls teams will take on the inaugural 
Southern Gippsland Junior Football Competition in 
what promises to be a sensational year.
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SEE US AT SITE 112 OR IN ONE OF OUR 2 SHOWROOMS

FARMWORLD SPECIALS

HUGE SAVINGS ON ALL THE MAJOR BRANDS

Bass Coast
6/6 Cyclone St, Wonthaggi
Ph. 5672 2543  
Open 6 days a week 

Melbourne
3/100 Hallam South Rd, Hallam

Ph. 9796 5088  
Open 6 days a week 

www.hpfire.com.au 

OVER 40 WOODHEATERS ON DISPLAY

Lardner Park | 22-24 March 2024
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For full event information and more, please visit www.lardnerpark.com.au or follow Farm World - Lardner Park on Social media.

● Over 650 exhibitors
● Farm Machinery & Equipment
● Telstra Women in Ag Lunch
● Rodeo on Saturday night
● Freestyle Kings Motocross
● Cars, Motorbikes, Caravans & Boats
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Telstra Women in Ag lunch 2024
JOIN us at the Telstra Women in 

Ag luncheon at Farm World Lard-
ner Park!

Hear from some inspirational 
speakers and connect with a room-
ful of amazing women. For 2024 
we have two wonderful speakers 
from two different backgrounds. 
They will engage, inspire and mo-
tivate you with their personal and 
professional journeys. Their sto-
ries are from the heart and will 
challenge you to think outside the 
box, believe in your abilities and 
provide some real-life day to day 
experiences – both the trials and 
celebrations.

It’s an afternoon for fabulous 
networking in a casual and char-
ismatic environment over a deli-
cious lunch and a glass of wine. 
So, grab your friends, round up 
your colleagues and book your 
tickets online now.

Emma Germano ~  
VFF President 

Emma is managing director of 
our family mixed operation I Love 
Farms, growing fresh vegetables 
for local and export markets, as 
well as running sheep and beef 
cattle. I Love Farms has a firm fo-
cus on sustainability and thrives 
to connect with Australian con-
sumers. I Love Farms has a farm 
gate store which assists to increase 
the community’s understanding of 
food and fibre production.

Emma is the current Victorian 
Farmers Federation president 
and director of the Queen Victoria 

Market. Emma is also a Nuffield 
scholar (2014), her research ex-
amining global export opportuni-
ties for Australian primary pro-
ducers.

Ultimately Emma strives to be 
a strong voice representing Aus-
tralian growers and ensuring a 
vibrant and sustainable future for 
agriculture Australia.

Cathy McGowan
Cathy came to national attention 

when she won the seat of Indi as 
an independent in 2013. The com-
munity backed her again in 2016. 
During her time as a politician, 
Cathy actively worked in Parlia-
ment to develop policy around re-
gional development, constitution-
al change for First Nations people 
and a solution to the indefinite de-
tention of asylum seekers.

In 2019 she was awarded The 
Accountability Round Table 
award for political integrity and 
in response to the success of com-
munity independence in the 2022 
election, The Australian Financial 
Review nominated her as one of 
their top 10 ‘powerful’ people.

She is the chair of AgriFutures 
research and development coop-
eration, director of the Communi-
ty Independence Projects and an 
Officer in the Order of Australia, 
a Churchill fellow and lives very 
happily on her farm in the Indigo 
Valley in NE Victoria.

Tickets are still available – head 
to events.ticketbooth.com.au/tick-
ets/farmworld24 Emma Germano ~ VFF President

Cathy McGowan

THEY may have recently 
added a new addition to the 
HP Fire family, but it is busi-
ness as usual with the team 
excited to be exhibiting at 
Farm World this Friday to 
Sunday.

Are you ready to ignite your 
passion for outdoor living or 
perhaps it’s time to update 
the fireplace before the winter 
chills set in? Look no further 
than HP Fire Bass Coast, your 
local experts in flame heat-
ing and barbecue solutions. 
Whether you’re a seasoned 
grill master or a backyard 
enthusiast, they’ve got some-
thing sizzling just for you!

HP Fire serves customers 
across various price points 
and prides itself on versatil-
ity with a range of reputable 
brands on offer. Whether it’s 
barbeques, wood, pellet or gas 
heaters, or electric fireplaces, 
they ensure every customer 
walks out with a product that 
suits their needs. 

HP Fire also offer a range 
of tools, accessories, safety 
guards and metal fabrica-
tion services with great Farm 
World deals to be had over the 
three days.

Time to upgrade the in-
doors and experience the cosy 
warmth and timeless charm 
of a wood heater, make a 
statement with a large linear 
gas log fire and enjoy the con-
venience of one-touch heating 
or you want the ambience of a 
flame without the installation 
with a plug-and-play electric 
fireplace, do not miss their 
pre-winter deals.

With over 40 wood heaters 
on display and prices starting 
at $1899 including fan and 
4m flue kit, it’s one not to be 
missed.

Visit HP Fire at site 112 on 
the corner of First Street and 
Avenue N to the north of the 
General Interest Pavilion.

Quality brands, expert ad-
vice, total satisfaction.

Igniting a flame at Farm World

Pop into site 112 and chat to the team about your winter 
heating needs. C01_3723



46   |   TUESDAY, MARCH 19, 2024   |   SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES 

 South Gippsland Hwy, LEONGATHA  |  www.marriottsmpe.com.au  |  Ph 5662 2028      LMCT 2714

G
G

10
71

COME SEE US 
AT FARMWORLD
DON’T MISS OUT ON A RED HOT DEAL 
Your one stop shop for Motorcycles, Power 

Equipment, Quality Products and Spare Parts

MOTORCYCLES & POWER EQUIPMENT
South Gippsland Hwy, LEONGATHA

www.marriottsmpe.com.au Ph. 5662 2028

“LARGEST RANGE & BEST PRICE IN GIPPSLAND”

A P R I L 1 1 - 1 4 , 2 0 1 9

S I T E 4 4 4 - 4 4 6 + 5 1 8 - 5 2 0

SEE US ATSEE US AT
FARM WORLDFARM WORLD

F U L L R A N G E

O F B I K E S , A P PA R E L

& H A R D E Q U I P M E N T

TORO

R A N G E R

A L L M O D E L S

2 & 4 W H E E L

COMPLETE
RANGE

MOTORCYCLES, 4 WHEELERS,

TRAILERS, SPRAY EQUIPMENT,

TOW BEHIND OR

OUT FRONT SLASHERS

L.M.C.T. 2714

ALL

MODELS

PROUDLY AUSTRALIAN
MADE FOR AUSTRALIAN

CONDITIONS

RIDE-ON MOWERS

& SLASHERS

POWER

EQUIPMENT

MOWERS

EXTENSIVE

RANGE

AVAILABLE

PETROL/DIESEL PUMPS

PUMPS & GENERATORS

MOTORCYCLES & POWER EQUIPMENT
South Gippsland Hwy, LEONGATHA

www.marriottsmpe.com.au Ph. 5662 2028

“LARGEST RANGE & BEST PRICE IN GIPPSLAND”

A P R I L 1 1 - 1 4 , 2 0 1 9

S I T E 4 4 4 - 4 4 6 + 5 1 8 - 5 2 0

SEE US ATSEE US AT
FARM WORLDFARM WORLD

F U L L R A N G E

O F B I K E S , A P PA R E L

& H A R D E Q U I P M E N T

TORO

R A N G E R

A L L M O D E L S

2 & 4 W H E E L

COMPLETE
RANGE

MOTORCYCLES, 4 WHEELERS,

TRAILERS, SPRAY EQUIPMENT,

TOW BEHIND OR

OUT FRONT SLASHERS

L.M.C.T. 2714

ALL

MODELS

PROUDLY AUSTRALIAN
MADE FOR AUSTRALIAN

CONDITIONS

RIDE-ON MOWERS

& SLASHERS

POWER

EQUIPMENT

MOWERS

EXTENSIVE

RANGE

AVAILABLE

PETROL/DIESEL PUMPS

PUMPS & GENERATORS

MOTORCYCLES & POWER EQUIPMENT
South Gippsland Hwy, LEONGATHA

www.marriottsmpe.com.au Ph. 5662 2028

“LARGEST RANGE & BEST PRICE IN GIPPSLAND”

A P R I L 1 1 - 1 4 , 2 0 1 9

S I T E 4 4 4 - 4 4 6 + 5 1 8 - 5 2 0

SEE US ATSEE US AT
FARM WORLDFARM WORLD

F U L L R A N G E

O F B I K E S , A P PA R E L

& H A R D E Q U I P M E N T

TORO

R A N G E R

A L L M O D E L S

2 & 4 W H E E L

COMPLETE
RANGE

MOTORCYCLES, 4 WHEELERS,

TRAILERS, SPRAY EQUIPMENT,

TOW BEHIND OR

OUT FRONT SLASHERS

L.M.C.T. 2714

ALL

MODELS

PROUDLY AUSTRALIAN
MADE FOR AUSTRALIAN

CONDITIONS

RIDE-ON MOWERS

& SLASHERS

POWER

EQUIPMENT

MOWERS

EXTENSIVE

RANGE

AVAILABLE

PETROL/DIESEL PUMPS

PUMPS & GENERATORS

MOTORCYCLES & POWER EQUIPMENT
South Gippsland Hwy, LEONGATHA

www.marriottsmpe.com.au Ph. 5662 2028

“LARGEST RANGE & BEST PRICE IN GIPPSLAND”

A P R I L 1 1 - 1 4 , 2 0 1 9

S I T E 4 4 4 - 4 4 6 + 5 1 8 - 5 2 0

SEE US ATSEE US AT
FARM WORLDFARM WORLD

F U L L R A N G E

O F B I K E S , A P PA R E L

& H A R D E Q U I P M E N T

TORO

R A N G E R

A L L M O D E L S

2 & 4 W H E E L

COMPLETE
RANGE

MOTORCYCLES, 4 WHEELERS,

TRAILERS, SPRAY EQUIPMENT,

TOW BEHIND OR

OUT FRONT SLASHERS

L.M.C.T. 2714

ALL

MODELS

PROUDLY AUSTRALIAN
MADE FOR AUSTRALIAN

CONDITIONS

RIDE-ON MOWERS

& SLASHERS

POWER

EQUIPMENT

MOWERS

EXTENSIVE

RANGE

AVAILABLE

PETROL/DIESEL PUMPS

PUMPS & GENERATORS

TRACTORS &
ZERO TURNS

MOTORCYCLES & POWER EQUIPMENT
South Gippsland Hwy, LEONGATHA

www.marriottsmpe.com.au Ph. 5662 2028

“LARGEST RANGE & BEST PRICE IN GIPPSLAND”

A P R I L 1 1 - 1 4 , 2 0 1 9

S I T E 4 4 4 - 4 4 6 + 5 1 8 - 5 2 0

SEE US ATSEE US AT
FARM WORLDFARM WORLD

F U L L R A N G E

O F B I K E S , A P PA R E L

& H A R D E Q U I P M E N T

TORO

R A N G E R

A L L M O D E L S

2 & 4 W H E E L

COMPLETE
RANGE

MOTORCYCLES, 4 WHEELERS,

TRAILERS, SPRAY EQUIPMENT,

TOW BEHIND OR

OUT FRONT SLASHERS

L.M.C.T. 2714

ALL

MODELS

PROUDLY AUSTRALIAN
MADE FOR AUSTRALIAN

CONDITIONS

RIDE-ON MOWERS

& SLASHERS

POWER

EQUIPMENT

MOWERS

EXTENSIVE

RANGE

AVAILABLE

PETROL/DIESEL PUMPS

PUMPS & GENERATORS

SIDE BY SIDES

MOTORCYCLES & POWER EQUIPMENT
South Gippsland Hwy, LEONGATHA

www.marriottsmpe.com.au Ph. 5662 2028

“LARGEST RANGE & BEST PRICE IN GIPPSLAND”

A P R I L 1 1 - 1 4 , 2 0 1 9

S I T E 4 4 4 - 4 4 6 + 5 1 8 - 5 2 0

SEE US ATSEE US AT
FARM WORLDFARM WORLD

F U L L R A N G E

O F B I K E S , A P PA R E L

& H A R D E Q U I P M E N T

TORO

R A N G E R

A L L M O D E L S

2 & 4 W H E E L

COMPLETE
RANGE

MOTORCYCLES, 4 WHEELERS,

TRAILERS, SPRAY EQUIPMENT,

TOW BEHIND OR

OUT FRONT SLASHERS

L.M.C.T. 2714

ALL

MODELS

PROUDLY AUSTRALIAN
MADE FOR AUSTRALIAN

CONDITIONS

RIDE-ON MOWERS

& SLASHERS

POWER

EQUIPMENT

MOWERS

EXTENSIVE

RANGE

AVAILABLE

PETROL/DIESEL PUMPS

PUMPS & GENERATORS

MOTORCYCLES & POWER EQUIPMENT
South Gippsland Hwy, LEONGATHA

www.marriottsmpe.com.au Ph. 5662 2028

“LARGEST RANGE & BEST PRICE IN GIPPSLAND”

A P R I L 1 1 - 1 4 , 2 0 1 9

S I T E 4 4 4 - 4 4 6 + 5 1 8 - 5 2 0

SEE US ATSEE US AT
FARM WORLDFARM WORLD

F U L L R A N G E

O F B I K E S , A P PA R E L

& H A R D E Q U I P M E N T

TORO

R A N G E R

A L L M O D E L S

2 & 4 W H E E L

COMPLETE
RANGE

MOTORCYCLES, 4 WHEELERS,

TRAILERS, SPRAY EQUIPMENT,

TOW BEHIND OR

OUT FRONT SLASHERS

L.M.C.T. 2714

ALL

MODELS

PROUDLY AUSTRALIAN
MADE FOR AUSTRALIAN

CONDITIONS

RIDE-ON MOWERS

& SLASHERS

POWER

EQUIPMENT

MOWERS

EXTENSIVE

RANGE

AVAILABLE

PETROL/DIESEL PUMPS

PUMPS & GENERATORS

MOTORCYCLES & POWER EQUIPMENT
South Gippsland Hwy, LEONGATHA

www.marriottsmpe.com.au Ph. 5662 2028

“LARGEST RANGE & BEST PRICE IN GIPPSLAND”

A P R I L 1 1 - 1 4 , 2 0 1 9

S I T E 4 4 4 - 4 4 6 + 5 1 8 - 5 2 0

SEE US ATSEE US AT
FARM WORLDFARM WORLD

F U L L R A N G E

O F B I K E S , A P PA R E L

& H A R D E Q U I P M E N T

TORO

R A N G E R

A L L M O D E L S

2 & 4 W H E E L

COMPLETE
RANGE

MOTORCYCLES, 4 WHEELERS,

TRAILERS, SPRAY EQUIPMENT,

TOW BEHIND OR

OUT FRONT SLASHERS

L.M.C.T. 2714

ALL

MODELS

PROUDLY AUSTRALIAN
MADE FOR AUSTRALIAN

CONDITIONS

RIDE-ON MOWERS

& SLASHERS

POWER

EQUIPMENT

MOWERS

EXTENSIVE

RANGE

AVAILABLE

PETROL/DIESEL PUMPS

PUMPS & GENERATORS

SPITWATER HIGH PRESSURE 
WATER CLEANERS

MOTORCYCLES & POWER EQUIPMENT
South Gippsland Hwy, LEONGATHA

www.marriottsmpe.com.au Ph. 5662 2028

“LARGEST RANGE & BEST PRICE IN GIPPSLAND”

A P R I L 1 1 - 1 4 , 2 0 1 9

S I T E 4 4 4 - 4 4 6 + 5 1 8 - 5 2 0

SEE US ATSEE US AT
FARM WORLDFARM WORLD

F U L L R A N G E

O F B I K E S , A P PA R E L

& H A R D E Q U I P M E N T

TORO

R A N G E R

A L L M O D E L S

2 & 4 W H E E L

COMPLETE
RANGE

MOTORCYCLES, 4 WHEELERS,

TRAILERS, SPRAY EQUIPMENT,

TOW BEHIND OR

OUT FRONT SLASHERS

L.M.C.T. 2714

ALL

MODELS

PROUDLY AUSTRALIAN
MADE FOR AUSTRALIAN

CONDITIONS

RIDE-ON MOWERS

& SLASHERS

POWER

EQUIPMENT

MOWERS

EXTENSIVE

RANGE

AVAILABLE

PETROL/DIESEL PUMPS

PUMPS & GENERATORS

FARM BIKES

Lardner Park | 22-24 March 2024

c PartnersLardner Park Strategic Partners Farm World Sponsors

For full event information and more, please visit www.lardnerpark.com.au or follow Farm World - Lardner Park on Social media.

● Over 650 exhibitors
● Farm Machinery & Equipment
● Telstra Women in Ag Lunch
● Rodeo on Saturday night
● Freestyle Kings Motocross
● Cars, Motorbikes, Caravans & Boats
● Equestrian Expo

● Outdoor Living & Gardens
● Livestock & Agribusiness
● Sheep Shearing Demos
● Loads of Retail Shopping
● Health & Wellness
●  Food, Family, Animal Nursery   

& Pony Rides

Featuring

24-27 March 2022
Lardner Park   Gippsland

4 Days 
Thursday - Sunday

Victoria’s premier
regional agricultural 

event

BOOK TICKETS

ON-LINE

Visit lardnerpark.com.au

Book online at www.lardnerpark.com.au

c PartnersLardner Park Strategic Partners Farm World Sponsors

For full event information and more, please visit www.lardnerpark.com.au or follow Farm World - Lardner Park on Social media.

● Over 650 exhibitors
● Farm Machinery & Equipment
● Telstra Women in Ag Lunch
● Rodeo on Saturday night
● Freestyle Kings Motocross
● Cars, Motorbikes, Caravans & Boats
● Equestrian Expo

● Outdoor Living & Gardens
● Livestock & Agribusiness
● Sheep Shearing Demos
● Loads of Retail Shopping
● Health & Wellness
●  Food, Family, Animal Nursery   

& Pony Rides

Featuring

24-27 March 2022
Lardner Park   Gippsland

4 Days 
Thursday - Sunday

Victoria’s premier
regional agricultural 

event

BOOK TICKETS

ON-LINE

Visit lardnerpark.com.au

Book online at www.lardnerpark.com.au

FOLLOWING the tremendous success 
of the 2022 and 2023 events, the Farm 
World Rodeo is back, promising to build 
on its popularity. The event opens to the 
public at 4.30pm on Farm World Satur-
day and concludes at approx 9.30pm.

Come along and enjoy the thrills and 
spills after a big day out at the main 
event, bring your picnic rug or camp 
chair and arrive early to get a great spot 
on the hill (built in grandstand) and 
choose between a wet area and separate 
family friendly zone to enjoy all the ac-
tion.

Note – The Saturday night FW-Rodeo 
is a separately ticketed event and starts 
with a pre-show by the Freestyle Kings at 
5.30 pm, followed by the Yee Ha action 
and a full Rodeo program at 6.30pm

Full food and bar facilities will be 
available for dinner and tickets can be 
booked at lardnerpark.com.au/farm-
world-rodeo

Farm World Rodeo

FARM World 2024 offers a unique 
and diverse range of activities for the 
entire family.

Agriculture Enthusiasts: Explore 
the latest tractor releases and farm 
equipment demonstrations across the 
paddocks. Witness a fascinating demo 
of how farm dams can generate solar 
power while reducing evaporation.

Young Explorers: Get up close and 
personal with alpacas, learn to care 
for them, and even trim their toenails. 
Observe the latest drone technology 
used for herbicide and fertiliser spray-
ing in hard-to-reach areas.

Tractor and Trailer Driving Com-
petition: Witness thrilling competi-
tions and razor-close finishes in this 
adrenaline-pumping event.

Farm World for 
enthusiasts

Farm World for our farmers
FARM World 2024 is all 

about hands-on experience, 
with a strong emphasis on 
live demonstrations. We’re 
excited to introduce two 
new Lifestyle Ag Equipment 
demonstration areas on Av-
enue A, allowing dealers 
to showcase products with 
80HP and below to prospec-
tive buyers throughout the 
event. Additionally, don’t 
miss our 100HP and above 
tractor and implement dem-
onstration zone in the Demo 
Paddock located on the hill 
above the main event. Be 
sure to ask your Ag dealer 
for a live demo.

Lifestyle Demo Area x 2: 
These can be found at both 
the East and West ends of Av-
enue A.

Demonstration Paddock: 
Witness full tractor and im-
plement demonstrations, with 
a specific focus on Seed and 

Tillage equipment for 2024. 
Be sure to ask a dealer for a 
live demo.

Post Farm World Demon-
strations “Seed and Till-
age Demo Day”: Join us on 
Wednesday, March 27, after 
Farm World. Contact your lo-
cal Ag dealer for an official 
invite, enjoy hands-on equip-
ment testing, and savour a 
sausage from the local Lion’s 
Club.

New Product Launches: 
Farm World will be the stage 
for numerous new product 
launches in 2024, with most 
Ag dealers and manufacturers 
unveiling their latest offerings.

Tools, Tools, Tools:
ACE Industrial is set to 

amaze you with an extensive 
array of tools and equipment 
within the south end of the 
Baw Baw Pavilion. With over 
800m2 dedicated to your fa-
vourite tool brands, it’s an  

extravaganza you won’t want 
to miss if you’re considering 
upgrading or adding some 
new tools.

Farm World - Village Green:
A celebration of local pro-

ducers, the new – Farm World 
Village Green, offers local dis-
tilleries/breweries/wineries 
of whisky, gin, vodka, cider, 
beers, and wines an opportu-
nity to showcase, sample and 
sell their produce to inter-
ested patrons. With a picket 
fenced area for patrons to 
enjoy some of their purchas-
es and over six hours of live 
music a day, patrons will en-
joy acoustic easy listening – 
live music from locals – Imo-
gen Price, Mel Pollard, Gavin 
Chatelier and up and coming 
artist – 14-year-old Pippa Gal-
lus. Don’t miss your chance to 
chill, sample and purchase to 
support local small business 
producers. 

ACE Industrial’s mega 
Farm World display is 
bringing the biggest ever 
Kincrome display to life 
with a huge range of toolkits 
and all things Kincrome.

The Evans Petroleum team will be back for another year 
at Farm World catching up with their farming customers 
whilst providing information and promoting the different 
products available.

Tom and the team from Marriotts will have a wide range of 
products on display in the same spot as last year (site 446-
447) between Fourth and Fifth Streets including the Polaris 
Ranger Northstar with deals to be had.



SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES   |   TUESDAY, MARCH 19, 2024   |   47    

FARM World is gearing up 
to spearhead a thrilling new 
era for the $1 billion Field 
Days circuit in 2024. As one 
of the first major events for 
both exhibitors and visitors, 
Farm World 2024 promises 
to usher in a wave of fresh 
optimism in the industry.

This event will not only 
feature a dazzling array of 
primary exhibits, but also 
deliver a captivating pro-
gram of demonstrations 
to cater to a wide array of 
interests. From the debut 
of cutting-edge models to 
revolutionary technological 
advancements and practical 
agricultural practices such 
as seed and cultivation dem-
onstrations, Farm World is 
a must in 2024 and takes 
centre stage as the premier 
event in Victoria, setting the 
pace for major field days 
across the country. 

Lardner Park opens its 
doors to Farm World on Fri-
day, March 22, and extends 
through three action-packed 
days until Sunday, March 24.

For industry professionals, 
Farm World offers an invalu-
able opportunity to place ad-
vance orders, ensuring timely 
delivery for the upcoming har-
vest season. Given the current 
deals on farm equipment, 

this event provides a prime 
opportunity for growers and 
producers to secure the gear 
they need, with all major dis-
tributors and manufacturers 
recognising the need for swift 
action to meet the growing de-
mand.

Exhibitors are locked in 
with sold out exhibitor sites 
to unveil new products and 
services. The transition from 
four days to a vibrant three-
day exhibition format has 
paved the way for a wide va-
riety of activations, promising 

an unforgettable experience 
for all attendees.

The theme for Farm World 
2024 is “Grounded in Tradi-
tion and Demonstrating the 
Future.”

Check out our website for 
further details: lardnerpark.
com.au/

What to Expect in 2024
Farm World continues its fo-

cus on innovations and prod-
ucts in farming, Agro-forestry, 
aquaculture, lifestyle farming, 
contractors, beef breeders, 

dairy, alpaca, and sheep in-
dustries. the farm world ro-
deo is set to return on Sat-
urday, March 23, with an 
increased ticketing allocation 
for an unforgettable night.

Key Dates
Friday, March 22 – Gates 

open from 8.30 am to 4.00 
pm.

Saturday, March 23 – Gates 
open from 8.30 am to 4.00 
pm. The Farm World Rodeo 
begins at 5.30 pm.

Sunday, March 24 – Gates 
open from 8.30 am to 4.00 
pm.

Tickets available online or 
at the Gate. We offer combi-
nation and multi-day pass 
options for online purchases. 
Book online and avoid the 
queues at lardnerpark.com.
au/farmworld/ 

Make Your Plans
Farm World 2024 promises 

an action-packed program of 
demos, exhibitions, and get-
togethers. Plan your itiner-
ary in advance to ensure you 
don’t miss any of the exciting 
activities and book your tick-
ets for entrance.

lardnerpark.com.au/pa-
trons/

lardnerpark.com.au/getting-
here/

FRIDAY 22ND - SUNDAY 24TH MARCH 2024
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Grounded in tradition and 
demonstrating the future

FARM World 2024 has something 
special for every member of the family.

Freestyle Kings: Get your heart rac-
ing with awe-inspiring freestyle moto-
cross shows. Catch the action three 
times a day at 10 am, 12 pm, and 2 
pm, located on the north end of Lake-
side Arena, with a pre-show event be-
fore the Rodeo on Saturday night.

Black Snake Productions: Discover 
a fully featured wildlife display, includ-
ing “Deadly Australians” and a com-
prehensive Mobile Zoo. Rangers will 
be on-site to guide families through 
this exciting experience over the three 
days.

Go Getta Kelpies and Joe Spicer 
are attending with multiple shows a 
day with his working dogs and train-
ing techniques.

Camel and Pony Rides: Come along 
and enjoy a camel or pony ride by Bill-
abong Ranch, just $15 per ride along 
the rolling green grounds of Lardner 
Park.

Free Kids’ Fishing Competition: 
Let the little ones enjoy a fun-filled 
fishing competition hosted by Noojee 
Trout Farm or try your hand at cast-
ing with the Berkley Supertank – fish-
ing shows, located down on the ter-
races.  

Culinary Delights: Enjoy multi-
ple food and beverage zones spread 
across the 110-acre event space. 
Download the program and event map 
from larderpark.com.au to plan your 
culinary adventure.

Cattle Corner and the Animals of 
Farm World Zone: Right in the heart 
of the event, explore local and inter-
state Beef Breeders’ displays and 
learn from experts about the genetics 
of these animals. Marvel at the alpacas 
and watch the working dogs in action. 
Get up close and personal with ani-
mals and industry experts.

Live Music: Immerse yourself in the 
vibrant sounds of live music in and 
around the Food and Village Green 
zones while relishing a tasty meal.

Farm World  
for families

Blending tradition with innovation Farm World 2024 is back and bigger than ever.

Visitors can anticipate a captivating display of both new 
and vintage attractions, highlighted by the anticipated 
return of the Baw Baw Old Engine Auto Club showcasing 
their remarkable historical machinery.
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FARM WORLD SPECIALSFARM WORLD SPECIALS

Don’t Forget To Buy Your Admission Tickets Online So You Don’t Miss Out @ www.lardnerpark.com.au

• Bearings  • Power Transmission  • Fasteners  • Industrial Supplies
LEONGATHAWARRAGUL     13 Endeavour Street - Phone: 03 5623 4444      38 Yarragon Road - Phone: 03 5662 3100

Grange Ratchet Tie DownGrange Ratchet Tie Down
50mm x 9mt LC 2500kg50mm x 9mt LC 2500kg

SALE PRICE

$20ea

OR 5 FOR

$90

Limited
Stock

$1900.00

208 Piece 8 Drawer 29” Deep

Workshop Tool Kit

> 89 Piece Sockets & Accessories EVA Tray
> 30 Piece Combination Spanners EVA Tray
> 8 Piece TorqueMaster® Screwdriver Set
> 25 Piece Metric & Imperial Hex Key Wrench Set
> 33 Piece Security Bit & Holder Set
> Hammer, Pliers, Wrench & more...
> Measurements: L 745 x W 475 x H 1435mm 
K1508

207 Piece 8 Drawer 29” Deep

Chest Tool Kit

> 89 Piece Sockets & Accessories EVA Tray
> 30 Piece Combination Spanners EVA Tray
> 25 Piece Metric & Imperial Hex Key Wrench Set
> 8 Piece TorqueMaster® Screwdriver Set
> Hacksaw, Hammer, Pliers, Wrench & more...
> Measurements: L 745 x W 475 x H 485mm
K1509

$550.00

$1499

14

N E V E R  T O  B E  R E P E A T E D  P R I C E S ,  G E T  T H E M  B E F O R E 
T H E Y  A R E  G O N E  –  S E R I O U S LY  L I M I T E D  S T O C K !

2
TRAYSFOAM

2
TRAYSFOAM

DEEP
EXTRA

DEEP
EXTRA

DRIVE DRIVE

K1509GK1509 K1509O
AVAILABLE IN 3 COLOURS

$850.00

$1999

242 Piece 7 Drawer 29”

Trolley Tool Kit

> 97 Piece LOK-ON™ Sockets & Accessories EVA Tray
> 30 Piece Combination Spanners EVA Tray
> 105 Piece TorqueMaster® Screwdrivers & Fastening EVA Tray
> Hacksaw, Hammer, Pliers & more...
> Measurements: L 745 x W 475 x H 940mm
K1520

3
TRAYSFOAMDRIVE

DEEP
EXTRA

K1520GK1520 K1520O
AVAILABLE IN 3 COLOURS

$550.00

$1799

CONTOUR PRICE SMASH!

$950.00

$1899

236 Piece 8 Drawer 29”

Chest Tool Kit

> 89 Piece LOK-ON™ Sockets & Accessories EVA Tray
> 30 Piece Combination Spanners EVA Tray
> 105 Piece TorqueMaster® Screwdrivers & Fastening EVA Tray
> Hacksaw, Hammer, Pliers & more...
> Measurements: L 745 x W 475 x H 485mm
K1507

3
TRAYSFOAM

DEEP
EXTRA

DRIVE

K1507GK1507 K1507O
AVAILABLE IN 3 COLOURS

SALE ENDS 31/12/22

CORDLESS BLOWER

• Compact and lightweight body
• 3m³ per min max air volume
• 2 Piece removeable nozzle
220200

CORDLESS GARDENING & OUTDOOR -  SK INS

WARRANTY*
5 YEAR

LITHIUM ION
18V

AIR VELOCITY
60m/s

BRUSHLESS TURBO
BLOWER

• Variable speed + turbo boost
• Quick release tube
• Hanging mount
220201

$59 $179

You hold
the power

BRUSHLESS LINE TRIMMER 
& BRUSH CUTTER

• 340mm line trimmer & 255mm brush cutting blade
• Wide handlebars with ergonomic grips
• Safety lock out trigger
220211 WARRANTY*

5 YEAR
LITHIUM ION

18V
CUTTING CAPACITY
19mm

WARRANTY*
5 YEAR

LITHIUM ION
18V

LINE THICKNESS
1.65mm

CORDLESS HEDGE TRIMMER

• Blade length 560mm
• Laser cut dual action blade
• 2 Action safety trigger
220220

CORDLESS LINE TRIMMER

• Semi-automatic line feed system
• Quick change edge 

cutting system
• Telescopic & rotating shaft
220210

$249

$79

$99

LED LIGHT
30 WATT

LITHIUM ION
18V

BRUSHLESS 16"
CHAINSAW

• 395mm cutting width
• Tool free chain adjustment
• Automatic chain oiling
220231

$249

WARRANTY*
5 YEAR

LITHIUM ION
2x18V

$349

BRUSHLESS 16"
LAWNMOWER

• 400mm cutting width
• 6 Cutting height settings
• 45L catcher
• Compact storage & carry handle
• Brushless motor
• Quick release handle
220241 WARRANTY*

5 YEAR
LITHIUM ION
2x18V

WARRANTY*
5 YEAR

LITHIUM ION
2x18V

WARRANTY*
5 YEAR

LITHIUM ION
2x18V

$1499

WAS
$1799

$220

Limited
Stock

Limited
Stock

$1900.00

208 Piece 8 Drawer 29” Deep

Workshop Tool Kit

> 89 Piece Sockets & Accessories EVA Tray
> 30 Piece Combination Spanners EVA Tray
> 8 Piece TorqueMaster® Screwdriver Set
> 25 Piece Metric & Imperial Hex Key Wrench Set
> 33 Piece Security Bit & Holder Set
> Hammer, Pliers, Wrench & more...
> Measurements: L 745 x W 475 x H 1435mm 
K1508

207 Piece 8 Drawer 29” Deep

Chest Tool Kit

> 89 Piece Sockets & Accessories EVA Tray
> 30 Piece Combination Spanners EVA Tray
> 25 Piece Metric & Imperial Hex Key Wrench Set
> 8 Piece TorqueMaster® Screwdriver Set
> Hacksaw, Hammer, Pliers, Wrench & more...
> Measurements: L 745 x W 475 x H 485mm
K1509

$550.00

$1499

14

N E V E R  T O  B E  R E P E A T E D  P R I C E S ,  G E T  T H E M  B E F O R E 
T H E Y  A R E  G O N E  –  S E R I O U S LY  L I M I T E D  S T O C K !

2
TRAYSFOAM

2
TRAYSFOAM

DEEP
EXTRA

DEEP
EXTRA

DRIVE DRIVE

K1509GK1509 K1509O
AVAILABLE IN 3 COLOURS

$850.00

$1999

242 Piece 7 Drawer 29”

Trolley Tool Kit

> 97 Piece LOK-ON™ Sockets & Accessories EVA Tray
> 30 Piece Combination Spanners EVA Tray
> 105 Piece TorqueMaster® Screwdrivers & Fastening EVA Tray
> Hacksaw, Hammer, Pliers & more...
> Measurements: L 745 x W 475 x H 940mm
K1520

3
TRAYSFOAMDRIVE

DEEP
EXTRA

K1520GK1520 K1520O
AVAILABLE IN 3 COLOURS

$550.00

$1799

CONTOUR PRICE SMASH!

$950.00

$1899

236 Piece 8 Drawer 29”

Chest Tool Kit

> 89 Piece LOK-ON™ Sockets & Accessories EVA Tray
> 30 Piece Combination Spanners EVA Tray
> 105 Piece TorqueMaster® Screwdrivers & Fastening EVA Tray
> Hacksaw, Hammer, Pliers & more...
> Measurements: L 745 x W 475 x H 485mm
K1507

3
TRAYSFOAM

DEEP
EXTRA

DRIVE

K1507GK1507 K1507O
AVAILABLE IN 3 COLOURS

NEVER TO
BE SEEN
AGAIN!!

220540

SALE ENDS 31/12/22

CORDLESS
IMPACT WRENCH

• 1/2” Square drive
• 2700 Impacts per minute
• 400 Nm max torque
220020 MAX TORQUE

400Nm
WARRANTY*
5 YEAR

LITHIUM ION
18V

You hold
the power

CORDLESS POWER TOOLS -  SKINS

The KATANA 18V Charge-All 1 piece 1/2” Impact Wrench 
Kit is your solution for fastening needs around the home, 
garage or garden.  

WARRANTY*
5 YEAR

LITHIUM ION
18V

PIECE KIT
2

WARRANTY*
5 YEAR

LITHIUM ION
18V

PIECE KIT
2

WARRANTY*
5 YEAR

LITHIUM ION
18V

PIECE KIT
4

CORDLESS 
2 PIECE KIT

The KATANA 18V Charge-All 2 piece Drill and Impact 
Driver combo kit is a must for any DIY enthusiast, and is 
essential for any job around the home or garden.

CORDLESS 
2 PIECE GARDEN KIT

The KATANA 18V Charge-All 2 piece garden combo kit will
make lawn care a breeze for any home owner.

CORDLESS 
4 PIECE KIT

The KATANA 18V Charge-All 4 piece combo kit is a 
comprehensive kit for tackling your DIY jobs with ease.

• 1 x Hammer drill
• 1 x Impact wrench
• 1 x Impact driver
• 1 x Angle grinder

• 3 x 18V 4Ah batteries
• 1 x 18V Single charger
• 1 X Bag

• 1 x Blower
• 1 x Line trimmer
• 1 x 18V 2Ah battery

• 1 x 18V 4Ah battery
• 1 x 18V Single charger

220520 220540220500

•1 x Hammer drill
•1 x Impact driver
•2 x 18V 2Ah batteries

•1 x 18V Single charger
•1 X Bag

•1 X 18V Single charger
•1 X Bag

CORDLESS 
1 PIECE KIT $159

$229 $249

$199

$449

CORDLESS 
IMPACT DRIVER

• 1/4” Hex quick release coupler
• 3000 Impacts per minute
• 158 Nm max torque
220010 WARRANTY*

5 YEAR
LITHIUM ION

18V
MAX TORQUE
158Nm

$89

CORDLESS 
ROTARY
HAMMER DRILL

•  SDS Plus Chuck
• Adjustable depth gauge
• 3 Functions
220002

WARRANTY*
5 YEAR

LITHIUM ION
18V

IMPACT ENERGY
2J

$179

$99

COMBO KITS

$69

CORDLESS 
DRILL DRIVER

• 13mm Keyless chuck
• 21 torque setting + drill
• LED Work light
• 2 Speed gearbox
220003 WARRANTY*

5 YEAR
LITHIUM ION

18V
TORQUE SETTINGS

22

CORDLESS HEAT GUN

• Automatic cool down
• LED Work light
• Air flow 200L/min
220090 WARRANTY*

5 YEAR
LITHIUM ION

18V
MAX TEMP
500°C

$99

CORDLESS USB 
POWER ADAPTOR

• ON/OFF button
• LED Charge indicators
• 2 USB outlets
220110 WARRANTY*

5 YEAR
LITHIUM ION

18V
USB OUTPUTS
2x1A

$2495

WAS
$369

With Bonus 
4x4.0AH Batteries

Twin Charger
and Bag

$99

$1900.00

208 Piece 8 Drawer 29” Deep

Workshop Tool Kit

> 89 Piece Sockets & Accessories EVA Tray
> 30 Piece Combination Spanners EVA Tray
> 8 Piece TorqueMaster® Screwdriver Set
> 25 Piece Metric & Imperial Hex Key Wrench Set
> 33 Piece Security Bit & Holder Set
> Hammer, Pliers, Wrench & more...
> Measurements: L 745 x W 475 x H 1435mm 
K1508

207 Piece 8 Drawer 29” Deep

Chest Tool Kit

> 89 Piece Sockets & Accessories EVA Tray
> 30 Piece Combination Spanners EVA Tray
> 25 Piece Metric & Imperial Hex Key Wrench Set
> 8 Piece TorqueMaster® Screwdriver Set
> Hacksaw, Hammer, Pliers, Wrench & more...
> Measurements: L 745 x W 475 x H 485mm
K1509

$550.00

$1499

14

N E V E R  T O  B E  R E P E A T E D  P R I C E S ,  G E T  T H E M  B E F O R E 
T H E Y  A R E  G O N E  –  S E R I O U S LY  L I M I T E D  S T O C K !

2
TRAYSFOAM

2
TRAYSFOAM

DEEP
EXTRA

DEEP
EXTRA

DRIVE DRIVE

K1509GK1509 K1509O
AVAILABLE IN 3 COLOURS

$850.00

$1999

242 Piece 7 Drawer 29”

Trolley Tool Kit

> 97 Piece LOK-ON™ Sockets & Accessories EVA Tray
> 30 Piece Combination Spanners EVA Tray
> 105 Piece TorqueMaster® Screwdrivers & Fastening EVA Tray
> Hacksaw, Hammer, Pliers & more...
> Measurements: L 745 x W 475 x H 940mm
K1520

3
TRAYSFOAMDRIVE

DEEP
EXTRA

K1520GK1520 K1520O
AVAILABLE IN 3 COLOURS

$550.00

$1799

CONTOUR PRICE SMASH!

$950.00

$1899

236 Piece 8 Drawer 29”

Chest Tool Kit

> 89 Piece LOK-ON™ Sockets & Accessories EVA Tray
> 30 Piece Combination Spanners EVA Tray
> 105 Piece TorqueMaster® Screwdrivers & Fastening EVA Tray
> Hacksaw, Hammer, Pliers & more...
> Measurements: L 745 x W 475 x H 485mm
K1507

3
TRAYSFOAM

DEEP
EXTRA

DRIVE

K1507GK1507 K1507O
AVAILABLE IN 3 COLOURS

Only Available At Farm World  Come And See Only Available At Farm World  Come And See 
Us In The BAW BAW PAVILIONUs In The BAW BAW PAVILION

$199

220598
6/12V BATTERY CHARGER 4AMP
Zero volt pick up AEE400

SALE PRICE

$149

Assembly Set - 3pc
002011

SALE PRICE

$179

For full details visit www.kincrome.com.au10

LAZY TONG RIVETER
• Suitable for aluminium rivets
• Accepts 2.4, 3.2, 4.0 & 4.8mm diameter rivets
• Single pull action for fast repetitive applications
CL860

Cr-
Mo
STEEL

$139

VDE 
PLIER SET 
3 PIECE 
• Combination pliers 200mm (8")
• Long nose pliers 200mm (8") 
• Diagonal cutting pliers 150mm (6")
K4005

$82

FENCING PLIER
6-IN-1 PARROT BEAK
• Long handles for extra leverage
• Triple injected grips for comfort 

 and fatigue reduction
• Heavy duty Nickel Chromium construction
K4069

NUT RIVETER TWIN HANDLE 68 PIECE
• 6 x Mandrels (M3, M4, M5, M6, M8, M10)
• Includes 60 zinc coated steel rivet nut inserts (10 of each size)
• Mandrel spanner 
• Comes in a convenient carry case
K4900

$149 $995

$3195

CIRCLIP 
PLIER SET
5 PIECE
• Internal Bent 175mm (7”)  
• Internal Straight 175mm (7”) • External Bent 175mm (7”)  
• External Straight 175mm (7”) • Flag Tip 175mm (7”)
K4040

$105

HAND RIVETER PIVOT 
HEAD 275MM (11”)
• Suitable for aluminium rivets
• Swivel head allows operation from any angle. 
• Accepts 2.4, 3.2, 4.0 & 4.8mm diameter rivets 
CL800 

HAND RIVETER HEAVY
DUTY 250MM (10")
• Suitable for stainless steel rivets
• Four interchangeable nozzles to 
   accept 2.4, 3.2, 4.0 and 4.8mm
CL750

Cr-
Mo
STEEL

Cr-
Mo
STEEL

Cr-
Mo
STEEL

$3995$2995

$4995

$6995

HAND RIVETER 
250MM (10")
• Suitable for aluminium rivets 
• Four interchangeable nozzles to 
   accept 2.4, 3.2, 4.0 and 4.8mm
CL700

RIVET 
MULTI PACK
120 PIECE
• Includes popular aluminium 

and steel rivet sizes 
• 3.2 x 7mm, 3.2 x 10mm &3.2 x 13mm 
K4980

MULTI-FUNCTION
WIRE STRIPPERS
• Needle nose pliers
• #6 & #8 Bolt cutters 
• Wire Stripping (8-18awg solid, 10-20 awg stranded)
• Reaming head (up to 25mm)
• Wire cutter & looping
K4235

Pliers & Fastening

NEW

SALE PRICE

$25
SAVE

$20

Kincrome 150pce PortableKincrome 150pce Portable
Tool Kit 1/2” Drive MetricTool Kit 1/2” Drive Metric

K1870

SAVE

$260

SALE PRICE

$440
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GARY SISELY  0419 309 769  |  BEN BOULTON  0488 445 467
OFFICE: 0429 445 461  www.wellingtonlivestock.net
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3 more EXPORT ORDERS 
3  more LIFESTOCK OPTIONS 

3 more MONEY IN YOUR POCKET 
3 more LOYALTY & BETTER SERVICE

Autumn calving 
cows for sale

WELLINGTON LIVESTOCK ‘WHERE LOYALTY COUNTS’

LIVESTOCK RATES
250+ KG/DW  $4.20
200 to 249  $4.00
160 to 199  $3.70
120 to 159  $1.90

bulls please call  
for a booking ABS Direct: Cattle processed from Friday to Friday

H
M

89
24

For all your Autumn sowing needs

Trevor Aplin

0418 359 517
8-14 Hade Avenue, BASS

basscoastseedsupplies@gmail.com

• Pasture seed • Turf and amenity seed
• Cropping seed

The cost effective way to buy your seed

PROOF

Resowing this Autumn?

�� ��

Pasture seed Turf and amenity seed

��

Cropping seed

The cost effective way to buy your seed

Trevor and Dianne Aplin

0418 359 517

8-14 Hade Avenue, BASS

basscoastseedsupplies@gmail.com

HM4998

SUCCESS THROUGH SERVICE

LIVESTOCK AGENTS,
LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENTS,

PROPERTY MANAGERS, AUCTIONEERS
www.alexscott.com.au

36 BRIDGE STREET, KORUMBURRA   PH: 5655 1133   FAX: 5655 2480

Real Estate Sales

Livestock Sales
KORUMBURRA

David Ryan  0408 311 895
Dean Bailey 0438 531 672
Mitch Cochrane  0438 078 000

LEONGATHA
Dane Perczyk - Livestock Manager 0408 176 063
Kaleb Jans  0487 155 471

WARRAGUL
Neil Darby - Livestock Manager 0418 595 265
Terry Ahearn 0438 562 816
Jordan Sim 0448 058 435
Mark Malacarne 0418 654 590

FOSTER
Dick Faulkner 0408 595 174
Brian Vuillermin 0429 436 040

WONTHAGGI
Rob Ould - Livestock Manager 0408 595 183
David Holden 0428 749 390
Alan Bolding 0419 723 255
Dale Atherton 0428 888 300 

PAKENHAM
David Setches - Livestock Manager 0409 443 473
Glenn Barwick 0408 975 476
Morgan Croucher  0457 001 877 
Tim Gibson  0420 306 599

KORUMBURRA
Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898

WONTHAGGI
Phillip Hanley 0417 140 508
Cal Nation 0439 334 163
Mick Chambers  0418 349 783

GRANTVILLE
Brian Silver  0407 347 509

INVERLOCH
Marni Lee Redmond 0403 525 413

BERWICK
Tom Gibson  0438 574 472

LEONGATHA
Andrew Newton 0402 940 320
Peter Dwyer 0428 855 244
Emily Hillberg 0422 622 299
Tony Giles 0407 528 192
Dan Huther 0418 334 801

WARRAGUL
Alan Steenholdt 0409 423 822

PAKENHAM
Tom Gibson  0438 574 472 

LANG LANG
Scott McKenzie  0427 552 898

MELBOURNE LAND
Matt Koster  0474 781 711 

COWES
Greg Price  0419 337 441
Maree Malloy 0408 316 715
Chase Watters 0423 272 819

VENUS BAY
Daniel Lawrie 0417 631 252
Sue Lawrie 0419 885 489

KOO WEE RUP
Michelle Lunney  0457 120 277

JA
21

21
6

ELECTRIC FENCE
ENERGIZER 

REPAIRS
Paul Vassil 

(Formerly Vassil Electronics)
38 Lower Gordon St, Korumburra

0408 515 184
JA21217

FOREST Fire Manage-
ment Victoria (FFMVic) will 
take advantage of favour-
able weather and forest con-
ditions across the state to 
keep Victoria safer from the 
threat of bushfires.

A planned burn is current-
ly taking place in Kilcunda 
Block C – 0.8 kilometres 
west of the Kilcunda town-
ship, or for those famil-
iar with the area, running 
alongside the Shelley Beach 
access road on the western 
side.

Preparations have been 
underway for a number of 
weeks in the area with veg-
etation cleared. The burn is 
scheduled to take 10 days.

Motorists are urged to 
drive with care and caution 
due to potential smoke and 
wildlife moving from the 
area. 

FFMVic Gippsland Deputy 
Chief Fire Officer Sam Quig-
ley said planned burning is 
one of the tools FFMVic uses 
to keep Victoria safer from 
bushfires.

“Delivering our planned 
burning program takes a 
lot of planning and prepara-
tion,” Mr Quigley said.

“If you live in or are visit-
ing an area where planned 
burning is taking place, 
there’s a good chance you’ll 
see FFMVic firefighters pre-
paring locations or deliver-
ing planned burns. They’ll 
be the ones in our distinc-
tive green firefighting uni-
forms.

“The bushfire risk manage-
ment program is focused on 
creating a strategic network 
of fuel reduced areas on 
public land because it’s not 
just what’s being done now, 
but what we’ve delivered in 
the past and what we plan to 
deliver in the future that will 
keep our communities safer.

“Our climate is changing 
and that means finding the 
right days for safe and ef-
fective planned burning is 
also changing. While we’ve 
had a wet start to summer, 
the current weather outlook 
is favourable, which means 
FFMVic will be making sure 
all available resources are 
delivering the planned burn-
ing program.

“The bushfire risk man-
agement program is un-
derpinned by scientific evi-
dence, local knowledge and 
continuous improvement to 
make sure our work is fo-
cused where it will have the 
greatest impact in keeping 
Victoria safer,” he said.

FFMVic works with emer-
gency sector partners in-
cluding the Country Fire Au-
thority, Fire Rescue Victoria 
and Emergency Management 

Victoria to manage bushfire 
risk, prepare communities 
and respond to bushfires 
and other emergencies.

“We work with the Bureau 
of Meteorology to assess 
weather conditions, such as 
humidity, temperature and 
wind speed, and will only 
carry out burns when the 
conditions are suitable, and 
it is safe to do so.

“The Environment Pro-
tection Authority helps us 
to keep the smoke impact 
from planned burns as low 
as practically possible, and 
to inform the community 
through smoke modelling 
and air quality monitoring.

“While planned burning is 
our most effective tool to re-
duce bushfire risk, in loca-
tions where planned burn-
ing isn’t suitable, we mulch, 
mow, slash and spray, build 

fuel breaks and upgrade 
and maintain the public 
land road network to keep 
Victoria safer,” Mr Quigley 
added.

The planned burn follows 
burns over the last couple 
of years in neighbouring 
blocks including Kilcunda 
Block B in May 2022. 

Additional burns will be de-
livered in South Gippsland 
and Bass Coast over the Au-
tumn and into the winter pe-
riod including: 

Adams Estate – Stanley 
Rd: 0.1 km S of Adams Es-
tate, near Grantville, 22.2 
hectares, fuel reduction.

Waratah Bay – Cara-
van Park: 0.1 km NW of  
Waratah Bay, 3.3 hectares, 
fuel reduction.

Foster – New Zealand Hill 
South: 1 km E of Foster, 8.9 
hectares, fuel reduction.

Boolarra – Rabbi Track: 
2.2 km S of Boolarra, 13.3 
hectares, fuel reduction

Walkerville – MacPherson 
Creek: 2.5 km SW of Walker-
ville, 123 hectares, ecological 

Wilsons Promontory – 
Picnic Creek: 11 km SE of 
Tidal River, 135.4 hectares, 
ecological

Wilsons Promontory – Ker-
sops Peak: 12 km E of Tidal 
River, 318 hectares, ecological

Wilsons Promontory – Barry 
Creek South: 19 km SE of 
Yanakie, 110.9 hectares, eco-
logical

Wilsons Promontory – 
Sugarloaf West: 23 km SE 
of Yanakie, 165.4 hectares, 
ecological

WPNP – SouWest Cor-
ner Track: 12 km SSE of 
Yanakie, 350 hectares, eco-
logical

Register for the latest up-
dates about where and when 
FFMVic deliver planned 
burning at plannedburns.
ffm.vic.gov.au/

THE VICTORIAN Government is bolster-
ing Victoria’s biosecurity system with fund-
ing for projects that help prevent, monitor, 
and control pests and diseases in livestock.

Minister for Agriculture Ros Spence re-
cently opened applications for the 2024 
Livestock Biosecurity Funds grants pro-
gram.

Victoria will continue to face new and 
emerging biosecurity risks – driven by cli-
mate change, increasing trade and travel, 
and changing land use – and innovative 
new solutions are critical to protecting  
Victoria’s $20 billion agriculture industry.

The Livestock Biosecurity Fund grants 
program supports projects that adopt new 
and emerging technologies to respond to 
livestock biosecurity issues, encourage 
collaboration, and deliver quantifiable 
benefits to the livestock industry.

Agriculture Victoria and the state’s live-
stock compensation advisory committees 
developed the grants program which is 
funded through duties generated by the 
sale of cattle, sheep, goat and pigs and 
their carcasses in Victoria, and using bee-
keeper registration fees.

Prospective applicants joined an online 
forum today to hear from the livestock 
compensation advisory committees about 
what they are hoping to see in applications 
this round.

Previously funded projects included the 
Victorian Farmers Federation popular 
producer-led Stock Sense Livestock pro-
gram, which received $2.19 million over 
the past four years.

The program helps Victorian livestock 
producers adopt animal health and pro-
duction practices that improve animal wel-
fare and Victoria’s biosecurity status.

Another project supported through 
the program is the Electronic National 
Livestock Identification System (NLIS) 
(Sheep) tags.

This has helped maintain the low-disease 
status of Victoria’s sheep and goat indus-
tries and protects Victoria’s reputation in 
domestic and export markets as a supplier 
of wholesome meat and dairy products.

Applications close on April 15, to apply 
visit  agriculture.vic.gov.au/livestockbios-
ecurityfunds.

ON THE LAND
Tackling emerging 

livestock biosecurity 
challenges

Planned burns will take place in the coming weeks across 
Bass Coast and South Gippsland

Planned burning season is underway
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Jake Anthony 0467 297 794
Simon Henderson 0428 740 750

David Phelan 0429 050 349

• Prime & Store cattle sales  
at VLE Leongatha

• Auctions Plus Sales
• Live Heifer Export Orders 

• O/Hooks sales to Processors
• Rural Property Real Estate

Phelan & Henderson & Co. Phelan & Henderson & Co. 
STOCK & STATION AGENTS  

H
M

97
37

MARKET REPORT
Brought to you by...

G
D

00
64

SMALL ACREAGE CULTIVATION

ALL AREAS • Phone Greg 0419 393 375
MR AGRI

• Pasture mulching
• Slashing
• Hoeing & ripping
• Seeding
• Spraying
• Fertiliser spreading
• Float hire

PRELIMINARY NOTICE 
FORTHCOMING
CLEARING SALE

For further 
details contact: 

Paul Wilson 0407 865 202

A/c J & M Carew
980 Meeniyan Nerrena Road, 

NERRENA, VIC. 3953
Friday April 5, 2024

OUTSIDE VENDORS INVITED

LB
13

06

Visit website for full listing and photos.
www.sej.com.au/clearing-sales/

OMK CRICKET CLUB 
CLEARING SALE 

Saturday, March 30
10am start

Outside vendors welcome 
Phone Russ White

0409 574 334 LB
13

07

        

HILL VALLEY 
HOLSTEINS

AND INVITED GUESTS 
SPECIAL AUTUMN SALE

Monday 25th March at 11 am
KOONWARRA VLE

100 Special 100
Autumn Calved and 
Close Holsteins and 

Jerseys
•  HILL VALLEY – selling 34 Super young cows 

and heifers, includes daughters of IDW Grand 
Champion Shottle Noni, EX 92, 4E, 11 SBC, 
12,642 litres 395 kgs protein 533 kgs fat, also 
selling sister to CBSamite

•  BURN-BRAE –11 top liners all fresh young 
cows, includes Flagship Noni, 11 gens EX & 
VG with EX 92 Mam.

•  CYPRESS GROVE – 2 fresh calved from 
Arangatang EX 95 and Fever Opa, IDW 
Grand Champion family.

•  STALEY FARMS – 6 Aut calving heifers, 
dams to 11 gens EX & VG

•  STAR VALE HOLSTEINS & JORDON PARK 
JERSEYS, DEL ARMSTRONG 
Complete Dispersal offering.

   26  Holsteins, all close to AI sires, decades of 
AI, registered breeding.

   17  Jerseys, all close to Goldband-P & 
Starlord, by Chrome, Casino, Bashful & 
Webcam.

The Armstrong line all enduro & teat sealed, 
vacc 7 in 1 & PCR neg and bred by Leading 

Edge Genetics mating for decades.
A tremendous Autumn calved and close 
offering bred from some of Gippslands 

fi nest herds. 
Catalogue available.

Online live bidding at Stocklive.

Andrew Mackie  0419 595 932 
Luke Russell 0408 313 815

Brian Leslie OAM 0418 365 934

ON THE LAND

Lardner Park Calf Market Report
Tuesday, March 12, 2024
Jersey & Jersey x .....................$15 to $30
Friesian Bulls ..........................$30 to $60
Friesian Heifers ................................$200
Beef Bulls ..............................$34 to $175
Beef Heifers ...........................$35 to $120
Number of Calves: 200
Number purchased to rear: 25

SHEEP and cropping farmer 
Jack Armstrong knows that in 
agriculture it pays to be pro-
active with safety, particularly 
when it comes to managing the 
risks of fatigue during peak 
periods.

During what can be a higher-
risk time for farming work-
places, Jack, who farms at 
Yalla-Y-Poora, south-east of 
Ararat, is encouraging farm-
ers and workers to have im-
portant conversations around 
health and safety and manag-
ing fatigue risks.

WorkSafe data shows March 
and November are peak 
months for workplace fa-
talities in agriculture, corre-
sponding with the busy sowing 
and harvest seasons.

Jack said he could see the 
dangerous role fatigue could 
play in contributing to work-
place incidents on farms 
through his own experiences.

“There are some horror sto-
ries of people having massive 
incidents. A farmer near here 
was baling one night after 
working massive hours and 
they crashed the tractor into a 
power pole. He ended up being 
okay but the machinery was 
toast. It’s having stories like 
that in the back of your mind 
that you need to learn from,” 
Jack said.

“It’s just a shame that it takes 

something bad to happen to 
create some good – you’d pre-
fer to be proactive rather than 
reactive.”

Jack is adding his voice to 
WorkSafe’s emotive campaign, 
It’s never you, until it is, which 
is making a return with adver-
tising across regional televi-
sion, radio, print and digital 
media to offer practical safety 
solutions for farmers and en-
courage conversations around 
safety.

Jack describes fatigue 
among farmers as “extremely 
common”, particularly at busy 
times.

“The work that we do can be 
different to other jobs – it can 
be very manually intensive and 
the hours can be quite exhaus-
tive and that can really catch 
up to a person,” he said.

“I think a lot of farmers can 
have the misconception that if 
they work really hard and work 
long hours they’ll get more done 
and be more efficient when you 
sort of just end up burning the 
candle at both ends.”

WorkSafe Inspector Dal-
las Braam urged farmers and 
farm workers to listen to their 
bodies and not shrug off the 
signs of fatigue.

“Fatigue affects your deci-
sion making and when your 
decision making is affected 
not only are you affecting your-
self, potentially, but the people 
you’re working with, who are 
usually family and friends,” he 
said.

“Taking a break to get hy-
drated, have some food, or call 
a friend could prevent an inju-
ry out there and you’ll be going 

home to see your loved ones at 
the end of the day – that’s the 
difference.”

Families and communities 
are reeling from the loss of two 
lives in workplace incidents 
on farms already this year, 
taking the number of work-re-
lated deaths in agriculture to 
34 since January 2020.

Farmers and farm workers 
who suffer serious injuries 
also face a long road to get 
back on the job, with more 
than 25 per cent of those in-
jured still unable to return to 
farming one year on from a se-
rious incident.

WorkSafe Executive Direc-
tor Narelle Beer said every 
conversation about farm safe-
ty helped remove the stigma 
around health and safety in 
agriculture.

“We’re working for a future 
where safety is at the centre of 
farming operations and where 
deaths and injuries are seen 
to be preventable, not inevi-
table,” Dr Beer said.

“Every time a farmer or farm 
worker talks about farm safety 
helps to make a real differ-
ence in preventing families 
and communities from losing 
loved ones.”

More information on the It’s 
never you, until it is campaign 
and farm safety can be found at 
worksafe.vic.gov.au/saferfarms

MORE than halfway into the current dairy 
season, Australian milk production is firing 
on all cylinders, Rabobank says, with wide-
spread growth in milk supply across all 
dairying regions due to favourable seasonal 
conditions and good farmgate margins.

In its recently released Q1 Global 
Dairy Quarterly report, the agribusiness 
banking specialist said Australian milk 
production reached 5.35 billion litres 
from the period July 2023 to January 
2024, 2.5 per cent year-on-year higher.

The bank said summer rainfall had 
far exceeded expectations across much 
of Australia’s east coast, providing a 
good platform for livestock producers.

Report co-author, Rabobank senior 
dairy analyst Michael Harvey said Aus-
tralian dairy farmers were expected to 
enjoy a strong 2024.

“With milk prices remaining elevated, 
expectations are that new season pric-
ing from July 1 will be margin-support-
ive,” Mr Harvey said. “And there is plenty 
of homegrown feed in storage, and pur-
chased feed is affordable.”

Rabobank forecasts the Australian 
milk supply to finish the 2023/24 sea-
son (ending June 30) 2.6 per cent high-
er, with growth to continue into the new 
season in the range of three to four per 
cent for 2024/25.

Domestic market
Mr Harvey said the domestic Austra-

lian dairy market performance is stutter-
ing but is expected to improve in 2024.

“Australian household budgets remain 
strained, driving discretionary spend-
ing lower, which is flowing into the food 
basket,” he said. “The financial health of 
Australian consumers is anticipated to 
improve as the year progresses, wages 
increase, tax cuts kick in and inflation 
normalises. And there are also potential 
interest rate cuts on the horizon.

“However, it is not all smooth sailing 
for consumers, with domestic economic 
growth for 2024 revised downward and 
unemployment revised upwards.”

Mr Harvey said disinflation is visible 
across Australian dairy grocery aisles. 

Dairy exports
Rabobank said Australian dairy ex-

ports had been under pressure in the 
first six months of the season.

“Volumes were 8.5 per cent lower than 
last year, with significant declines for 
milk, whole milk powder and butteroil. 
As milk supply grows into the new sea-
son, additional milk will be directed to 
manufacturing and potentially exports.

“Export competitiveness remains, 
but the gap between local and offshore 
farmgate milk prices has narrowed as 
milk prices in competitors’ regions in-
crease on the back of improving com-
modity markets.”

EXPRESSIONS of Interest is now 
open for the 2024 Gallagher Landcare 
Electric Fencing grants.

Now entering its fifth round, the Gal-
lagher and Landcare Australia Electric 
Fencing Grants provide support for con-
servation and biodiversity protection 
projects aligned with the priority areas of 
Conservation Exclusion/Inclusion Fenc-
ing and Riparian Protection and Farm 
Dam Restoration on agricultural land.

A total pool of $176,000 worth of Gal-
lagher permanent electric fencing prod-
uct, with up to 22 grants available, each 
valued at $8000.

For the first time ever, the grant round 
is now open to applicants from all re-
gions throughout Australia.

For more information visit bit.
ly/3TEczmy

Gallagher Landcare 
electric fencing grants

Farmers urged to stay alert to 
risks of fatigue in danger period

Visit our website:
www.sgst.com.au

Milk production firing 
on all cylinders
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VLE LEONGATHA STORE SALE
CATTLE 4000 4000

GROWN STEERS
A/c Kuch Grazing, Darriman (NUTRIEN)
120 Angus steers, Aug/Sep 22 drop, Landfall blood, 
EU & NE Accred, MHR/IBR vacc
A/c Bratrace Farms, Mirboo (ELDERS)
120 Angus/Murry Grey Steers, 15-18 mths, VB, GF, 
ABF, NE Accred
A/c G Terranova, Mirboo North (NUTRIEN)
103 Angus steers, 16-18 mths, East Gippsland bred
A/c DB & DM Fairbrother, Kings Flat (NUTRIEN)
90 Hereford steers, 17-18 mths
A/c I & R Hengstberger, Dumbalk Nth (NUTRIEN)
50 Angus steers, 14-15 mths, Cluney Range blood, 
GF, AF & NE Accred
32 Hereford steers, 16-18 mths, East Gippsland bred
A/c Hak Holdings, Pound Creek (NUTRIEN)
44 Angus steers, 17-18 mths
36 Hereford steers, 17-18 mths
Local & East Gippsland bred
A/c Latrobe Park Angus (NUTRIEN)
60 Angus steers, 16-17 mths, Pure Latrobe Park blood, 
VQ
A/c Mondamac Pastoral, Mirboo Nth (NUTRIEN)
50 Angus steers, 22-25 mths, Western Dist. Bred, 
Bassano & Pathfinder blood, GF & AF, VQ
3 Angus steers, 28 mths, GF & VQ
A/c Hookey Pastoral (NUTRIEN)
50 Angus steers, 14-16 mths
A/c T & J Waters, Dumbalk
48 Angus & Angus X steers, 16-18 mths
A/c “Hislop & Hillberg”,  Poowong (SEJ)
30 Angus steers, 18-20 mths
15 Hereford steers, 16-18 mths
A/c D Harris Earthmoving, Tarwin (SEJ)
40 Angus steers, 16-18 mths, Battersby blood, VB, 
GF, ABF
A/c Ponderosa Herefords, Meeniyan (NUTRIEN)
40 Hereford steers, 14-16 mths
A/c M Rice, Morwell (NUTRIEN)
40 Hereford steers, 16 mths
A/c D & P Whiteley, Mirboo (NUTRIEN)
40 Angus & BB steers, 14-16 mths, weaned & quiet

A/c North Side Pastoral, Inverloch (NUTRIEN)
36 Angus steers, 16 mths
A/c ML & GM Lee, Munro (NUTRIEN)
35 Angus steers, 14-16 mths, Kunuma blood, 
VB, GF & AF
A/c R McCulloch, Churchill (NUTRIEN)
30 Angus steers, rising 2 yo
A/c Bedad P/L, Thorpdale (NUTRIEN)
30 Angus steers, 18-20 mths    
A/c A O’Loughlin, Berrys Creek (NUTRIEN)
25 Angus steers, 20 mths
A/c SN Bare, Hallston (SEJ)
26 Angus steers, 18 mths, Battersby blood, 2 x 5 in 1 
A/c “Leveque Nom”,  Tarwin Lower (SEJ)
20 Angus steers, 14-15 mths
A/c SP Dunlop, Middle Tarwin (NUTRIEN)
20 Ang steers, 16 mths, By Black Spur Angus
A/c Armstrong & White (NUTRIEN)
18 Angus steers, 18 mths, Table Top blood, 5in1 X 2 , 
Dectomax Drenched
A/c Melaleuca Past, Ruby (NUTRIEN)
18 Angus steers, 16 mths
A/c S Brah, Traralgon (NUTRIEN)
16 Angus steers, 16 mths
A/c Batten Squared P/L (NUTRIEN)
13 Angus steers, 20 mths
A/c R & B Broadbent, Heyfield (NUTRIEN)
12 Hereford steers, 16 mths
A/c C Baird, Yarragon (NUTRIEN)
25 Speckle Park steers, 16 mths
A/c Highland Hill View, Tarra Valley (SEJ)
15 Speckle Park steers, 16 mths
A/c GD Reed, Yarram (NUTRIEN)
7 AA & BB steers, 16-18 mths     
A/c FW Wilson, Yarram (NUTRIEN)
5 Hereford steers, 15-16 mths

GROWN HEIFERS

A/c Bratrace Farms, Mirboo (ELDERS)
80 Angus/Murry Grey heifers, 15-18 mths, VB ,GF, ABF,  
NE Accred

A/c North Side Pastoral, Inverloch (NUTRIEN)
36 Angus heifers, 16 mths
A/c Hookey Pastoral (NUTRIEN)
30 Angus heifers, 14-16 mths, Leawood blood, EU & 
NE Accred 
A/c M Rice, Morwell (NUTRIEN)
40 Hereford heifers, 16 mths
A/c GD Reed, Yarram (NUTRIEN)
5 AA & BB heifers, 16-18 mths

WEANERS 

A/c P & J Boddy, Woodside (SEJ) 
300 Angus steers, 7-8 mths, By Pure Dunoon bulls, 
weaned 3 weeks, Vetmec drench, 2 x 5in1, Piliguard, 
Annual Draft 
A/c Dividing Creek, Fish Creek (SEJ) 
50 Angus steers, 10-12 mths 
50 Angus heifers, 10-12 mths 
By Tabletop Angus bulls, weaned 8 weeks, drenched 
Feb 
A/c C & E Ford, Glengarry (NUTRIEN)
75 Angus Mixed sex, 12-14 mths
A/c M Hunt & S Grant, Maffra (NUTRIEN)
75 Angus Mixed sex, 12-14 mths, Latrobe Park blood
A/c H Fox, Flynn (NUTRIEN)
60 Hereford & AA Mixed sex, 12-16 mths
A/c Bangala Pastoral, Phillip Island (PHC)
60 Angus mix sexes, 10-11 mths, weaned, By Grafton 
Angus bulls, Ex Western District bred cows
A/c J Sawers, Glengarry (NUTRIEN)
50 Angus steers
10 Angus heifers
12-14 mths
A/c Keenage Pastoral, Alberton (NUTRIEN)
20 Hereford steers, 10-12 mths   
15 Ang steers, 10-12 mths
15 Hereford heifers, 10-12 mths
Yard weaned, 2x7in1, Multimin, drenched at weaning 
20.01.2024
A/c Ridgeline AG, Strzelecki (NUTRIEN)
30 Angus mixed sex, 9-10 mths 

A/c MD Gordon, Glen Forbes (NUTRIEN)
10 Angus heifers, 12-14 mths, By Stud Wattlewood 
Bull, unjoined
20 Angus mixed sex calves, 7-9 mths, By Stud 
Wattlewood Bull
A/c MP Lee, Stratford (NUTRIEN)
40 Angus mixed sex weaners, 10-11 mths, Kunuma 
blood
A/c M Hambyln, Woodside (SEJ) 
22 Angus steers, 7-8 mths 
12 Angus heifers, 7-8 mths 
Drenched & 5in1 
A/c G Doderico, Glengarry (NUTRIEN)
30 Angus mixed sex, 14 mths
A/c P Shaw, Hazelwood (NUTRIEN)
30 Hereford mixed sex, 12 mths
A/c Wongungarra Unit Trust, Crooked River (PHC)
25 Hereford mix sex yearlings, Karoonda blood
A/c Ansa Earth Moving, Welshpool (NUTRIEN)
22 AA steers, 10-12 mths, yard weaned, 2x5in1
A/c T & Ja Christensen, Glengarry (NUTRIEN)
15 BB steers, 12 mths, Leawood blood
A/c TL Vening, Fish Creek (PHC)
14 Angus x steers, 12 mths
A/c F Wilson, Meeniyan (NUTRIEN)
14 Hereford & BB steers, 12 mths
A/c D Read, Woodside (SEJ) 
12 Angus steers, 10 mths, weaned 5 weeks 
A/c J O’Connell, Woodside (SEJ)
12 Angus steers, 9-10 mths 
A/c H & J Bland, Yarram (NUTRIEN)
25 Charo steers, 10-12 mths
15 Charo heifers, 10-12 mths
Yard weaned, 2x5in1, Drenched @ Weaning, Mount 
William Sires

XBRED & DAIRY 
A/c M Websdale, Trafalgar (NUTRIEN)
13 Euro X steers, 2.5 yo
A/c Ansa Earth Moving, Welshpool (NUTRIEN)
10 AA/Friesian steers
20 Friesian steers
10 AA/Friesian X heifers
10-12 mths, all bucket reared

FRIDAY, MARCH 22, 2024  - Starting at 9am
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ON THE LAND
Australia to host World Jersey Conference in 2025

AUSTRALIAN Jersey cows will be 
showcased to a global audience with 
the World Jersey Conference coming in 
2025.

The World Jersey Cattle Bureau has 
agreed to host its annual conference in 
Australia for the first time since 2011. 

The conference will start April 6 and 
finish at the Royal Sydney Show Jersey 
judging on April 21. A preliminary itiner-
ary has been developed and will take visi-
tors through Victoria and the NSW south 
coast, starting at the Gippsland Jersey 
Autumn Fair and visiting Western Victoria 
before moving to Northern Victoria where 
the Dairy’s Finest sale will be part of the 
program.

The delegation will then continue to 
Bega and along the south coast to Sydney.

Up to 100 people from across the globe, 
including Europe, North America, New 
Zealand and Asia are expected to join lo-
cal Jersey farmers on the tour.

The conference was last held here in 
2011 when Australia stepped in after 
the tsunami hit original host Japan. It 
had been planned to return to Austra-
lia in 2021 but was deferred because of 
COVID-19. This year the conference is in 
Denmark and it was held in Guatemala in 
2023 and virtually from Rwanda in 2022.

One of the highlights of the Australian 
program will be a Future Leaders Forum 
with Jersey organisations around the 
world being invited to sponsor a potential 
future leader to attend.

Jersey Australia general manager Glen 
Barrett said hosting the conference would 
build on the international marketing 
done in recent years to promote Austra-
lian Jerseys.

“Part of our reason for applying to host 
this event is to capitalise on the global 
marketing we have been doing in recent 
years,” Mr Barrett said.

“We see this as a celebration of Austra-
lian Jerseys, with a strong focus on Aus-
tralian cow families and sires.

“The visitors will see some great Jer-
seys along the journey.”

Jersey Australia has led a joint trade 
site at World Dairy Expo in Madison Wis-
consin, USA for the past two years which 
has led to improved international prod-
uct recognition and sales.

“There is growing interest in the export 
market,” Mr Barrett said.

“We had our first shipment of heif-
ers to Indonesia last year, more heifers 
are about to be shipped to Pakistan, the  

Chinese market is growing again and 
there is a shipment being prepared to go 
to the UAE,” he said.

“There is certainly a growing market for 
Australian Jersey heifers and Australian 
genetics.”

Domestically, Jersey numbers have 
been increasing year-on-year and Jerseys 
now account for more than 15 per cent of 
the national herd, up from 10.5 per cent 
15 years ago.

Mr Barrett predicted that interest in lo-
cal Jerseys would spike after the confer-
ence.

“Bringing international Jersey breed-
ers here to see first-hand the high-quality 
cattle we’re breeding from high-quality 
Australian bulls will definitely benefit our 
local industry,” he said.

“The conference rotates around the 
world and we think we have the best Jer-
sey cows in the world so we wanted to 
showcase them. 

“This will be a great opportunity for 
Australian businesses to support the 
event and promote their Jersey genetics 
and products to the world.”

The World Jersey Cattle Bureau repre-
sents Jersey breeders, and their organ-
isations, around the world. There are 
five world regions of the Bureau – Africa, 
Asia/Oceana, Europe, Latin America and 
North America. World conferences have 
been held since 1949.

A local committee is being formed to 
support the conference tour planning.

After COVID dashed Australia’s hopes of hosting the conference in 2021, the 
event will return next year.
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BLINDS

JE
N

11
43Free measure & quote

“We come to you”
 Hollands   Sunscreens  Romans

 Canvas awnings  Verticals
 Timber & aluminium Venetians

AH: 5672 38740419 526 0800419 526 080

Zap’s Blinds

Servicing Gippsland - Mark & Rachael Zappa

DINGO SERVICES

H
M

29
69

BEN’S DINGO SERVICES

0408 387 722

l Dingo (rubber tracks)
l Bucket work
l Rotary Hoe
l Trenching
Operating locally 
since 2001

l 2 ton excavator
l Post hole boring

TRADES TRADES    SERVICESSERVICES
DIRECTORY

&

ASPHALTING

H
M
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68

ASPHALT
Schoolgrounds, Driveways

Carparks & repairs

66 Nardoo Street, Cape Paterson 3995

Mike Rowley 0411 412 707

ANTENNAS

PAULS ANTENNAS
• Professionally installing Antennas 

• Data Points TV mounting 
• Extra TV points

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Same day service. Covering all areas 
Call Paul anytime 0402 429 114

JE
N

19
72

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

f Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

AU22840

AIR CONDITIONING

H
M

66
29

CARPET CLEANING

H
M

66
31

Cleaner CarpetsCleaner Carpets
Britt

ys

• Carpets • Tiles • Cars• Carpets • Tiles • Cars
• Upholstery • Mattresses• Upholstery • Mattresses

Reasonable rates and friendly service.Reasonable rates and friendly service.
Call David Britt todayCall David Britt today

0400 907 2010400 907 201

CURTAINS & BLINDS

JA
19
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4

dollar curtains + blinds

value in every dollar

21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi  5672 2915
www.dollarcurtainsandblinds.com.au

curtains

shutters

blinds

outdoor

BUILDER
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Specialist builder of period style custom homes.

0428 496 266
brad@bradmccormackhomes.com.au CDB-U 66015

BUILDER

H
M

66
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BUILDER/CARPENTER

PAUL VANDERMEER
Mobile: 0427 750 568

FREE QUOTES

Over 25 years experience
Bathrooms a speciality
• Decking • General repairs • Kitchens

• Bathrooms  • Plastering • Painting  
• Pergolas • Renovations

• Doors & window installation • Built-in robes

joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

ELECTRICIAN

H
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joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

JOEL SHARPE 0412 950 720
www.jselectricians.com.au

For all your electrical works including
• Domestic upgrades

• Maintenance and Repairs
• TV, data and home networking

• Lighting installations & upgrades
• Kitchen appliances install

DECK RESTORATION

LB
03

78

BEFORE

AFTER

®

Specialists in restoration
& preservation of timber decks

Residential & Commercial

SERVICING ALL OF BASS COAST

1800 332 525
www.deckseal.com.au

ELECTRICIAN

LB
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80

Alan Hedley
Electrical
0418 538 560
AH 5672 2191
Small jobs - no problem

REC 13004

CONCRETING
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• Exposed aggregate • Driveways
• Crossovers • Cow lanes
• Factories • Shed floors

Call Leo: 0419 580 3010419 580 301

CONCRETING

LB
03

93

Justin StollJustin Stoll 0409 425 054 e: stollcrete@outlook.come: stollcrete@outlook.com

Sheds - Driveways - CrossoversSheds - Driveways - Crossovers
Footpaths - Concrete Garden EdgingFootpaths - Concrete Garden Edging
Plus much more - Free measure & quotesPlus much more - Free measure & quotes

For all your concreting needs
STOLLCRETE

CONCRETING

H
M

96
440491 950 640

CONCRETING
LB

06
96

 

REINFORCED CONCRETE 
SOUTH GIPPSLAND

For all your  
concreting needs

Phone: 0447 137 009
Email: 

reinforcedconcreteaustralia@gmail.com

ELECTRONICS

LB
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James Dell
10 Ashenden Street

Leongatha, Vic, 3953
5662 3891

admin@gardnerelectronics.com.au

Security/Access control • CCTV • TV
• Data/Phone • Home Theatre • PA

Gardner Electronics

AIR CONDITIONING

JA
21
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There’s joy in watching some things grow.
Your gas bill isn’t one of them.

NATIONAL ASTHMA 
COUNCIL AUSTRALIA

®

*

ALIRA

A step ahead of the rest, blending in harmoniously with modern decors 
and delivering whisper quiet comfort at industry leading efficiency.

- Increased energy efficiency*

- 2-Area Intelligent Eye human presence sensor

- Fitted with a titanium apatite deodorising air purification filter

- Coanda airflow and more

FTXM-UVMA / FTXM-PAVMA (2.0kW - 9.5kW)

Only

Dealer Name 
Dealer Address Line 1 
Dealer phone number | Dealer website

*Conditions apply.

Find out more today!  
Call XXXX XXXX or www.XXXXXXXX

$X,XXX

AU33404enquiries@easyair.com.au

BEST PRICE GUARANTEED ON ALL 
DAIKIN AIR CONDITIONERS
VEU rebates available

ENERGY EFFICIENT
HEATING & COOLING

5672 2426CALL FOR A 
FREE QUOTE

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

JA
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Nick 0421 170 827
nick@basscoasthvac.com.au

Heating & A/C install and maintenance
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

FLOORING

JA
21

81
2

LET US GIVE YOU A QUOTE

carpetone.com.au 
21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi 

5672 2915

AIR CONDITIONING

H
M
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AU39230

PRE-SUMMER
COOLING SALE

SALE, INSTALLATION 
& REPAIR 

citytocoastair.com  
0400 001 465

BUILDER

LB
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Renovating your bathroom?
We specialise in bathroom
renovations and general 
carpentry.

David Cowan 
Builder
0425 811 443
Reg. DB-L71510

CARPENTRY & RENOVATIONS

H
M
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EX BUILDER
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE

• Doors hung and adjusted • Windows 
• Acrylic splashbacks • Flooring laid 

• Decking • Landings • Steps 
• Showers • Bathroom renovations

0417 533 252
Wonthaggi - Inverloch

EARTHMOVING & TREES

LB
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E: tbunn@outlook.com.au
MACHINERY:

• CAT326 Excavator 26 tonne
• CATD7 Bulldozer 25 tonne

• Giltrap Tip Trailers 16 tonne
• MF 7615 4WD tractor with front 

end loader (180 horsepower) • Power grader 
• Scraper • Large wood chipper that can 

handle any size logs, alternative to burning

EARTH MOVING & TREES
TREVOR BUNN 0427 572 270

CLEANING SERVICES

JE
N
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Email: ashleypttrsn009@gmail.com

Call Ashley:
0417 351 526
South Gippsland

• Domestic
• NDIS cleaning

FENCING
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Over 20 years of experience, 
specialising in all aspects of fencing.

*For the first 10 clients only,  
the offer ends February 29, 2024.

Hugo 0433 479 506

CALL NOW TO RECEIVE 

25% OFF* 
YOUR NEW FENCE

CHIMNEY SWEEP

H
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Call the Chimney experts today!

Hans  0413 310 423
CHIMNEY SWEEP 
GUTTER CLEANS 

KeepMeTidee

ABN and insurance

AUTO ELECTRICIAN

LB
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Be ready for the upcoming summer...
We are your local experts in:

• Vehicle Air Conditioning service & repairs
• Starter Motors & Alternators

• Install and Repair Electric Brakes
• Headlight upgrades & replacements

• Battery Sales & Spare Parts
Call us to book your vehicle in 5672 1404

82 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

AU41363
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HOME & GARDEN
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TRADES TRADES    SERVICESSERVICES
DIRECTORY

&

TRACTOR REPAIRS

H
M
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30

Speedy’s Tractor Repairs  
Mobile Service

Craig Davey:  
0428 598 645 

Servicing West & South 
Gippsland and  
Melbourne’s South East

RE-STUMPING

JE
N

02
76keanesrestumpting@outlook.com

PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

KEANE & SON
House Restumping & Levelling

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly? 
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly? 
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212
ROOF RESTORATION

S.O.S.ROOFING

Call Steve 0412 160 071Call Steve 0412 160 071

YOUR LOCAL ROOFER

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

• Find and � x leaks • Roof repainting
• Roo� ng repointing • Valley renewal

• Roof demossing • Guttering • Gutter cleaning JE
N

19
82

SECURITY

JE
N
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South Gippsland 
Security Services

• Patrols  • Guards  •  Alarm responses
• Alarm monitoring

Your local security company for 
Leongatha, Korumburra & district

Call Peter & Lesley Allman 5662 4280
Mob. 0427 516 317. Fax 5662 4259. 

                       sgsecurity@bigpond.comLic. No. 655-194-50S

GUTTER CLEANING

LB
10

02VACUUM 
GUTTER CLEANING

Tree Pruning & Removals | Solar Panel Cleaning
Fully insured and 20 years experience

FREE QUOTES
Phone Lochie
0417 315 846
Servicing all areas
impacttg@bigpond.com

PLUMBER

RELIABLE PLUMBER
Fast Response at an honest price

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed Lic. No. 119269C

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
•  Vanities & water filters 

installed
• Gas fitting
• General plumbing

Iappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
•  Vanities & water filters 

JA
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1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496

SOLAR

LB
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1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496

GUTTER CLEANING
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South East Gutter Cleaning
Servicing Gippsland

BEN 0450 186 235
se.guttercleaning@gmail.com

Vacuum Gutter Cleaning
Solar Panel Cleaning

Contracting
Cherry Picker
Qualified Arborist 
Qualified Climber
Chipper/Tree Removals
Stump Grinding

TREE SERVICES
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Office Duane Thomas
0493 425 800 0409 968 040

Fully Insured

www.treex.com.au

MECHANICAL SALES & REPAIRS
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• Kymco bike sales • Small engine sales & repairs
• Crossfire motorcycles • CF moto sales
• Origin energy household gas deliveries

E.W. & H.P. Fowler
WELSHPOOL OUTDOORS & ORIGIN GAS SUPPLIES

19 Main Street, Welshpool P: 5688 1304 F: 5688 1649
welshpooloutdoors@bigpond.com  www.welshpooloutdoors.com.au

WINDOW REPLACEMENT
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P: 0418 686 583
ALUMINIUM & TIMBER WINDOW REPLACEMENT

DECKS   |   PERGOLAS  |   VERANDAS

MARK
WESTERNPORT
WINDOWS AND HOME MAINTENANCE

HYGIENE SERVICES

C
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medico

HYGIENE SERVICES

WASTE DISPOSAL

�

Collection of clinical and related waste including sharps

�

Servicing ALL washroom related products

- Sanitary units, nappy units

- Air freshener units, W/C & urinal deep cleans

�

FREE clinical and related waste audits

�

Confidential document disposal service

(1800 633 426)

 Phone:1800 medico

www.medicoservices.com.au

Servicing all  of 

Victoria and Southern

New South Wales

NEED 

A SOLUTION?  

WE HAVE IT!

100% Australian owned and operated

HYGIENE SERVICES

LB
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medico

Phone:1800 medico (1800 633 426)
www.medicoservices.com.au 100% Australian owned and operated

HYGIENE SERVICES
WASTE DISPOSAL

• Collection of clinical and related waste including sharps
• Servicing ALL washroom related products
   - Sanitary units, nappy units
   - Air freshener units, W/C & urinal deep cleans
• FREE clinical and related waste audits
• Confidential document disposal service

Servicing all of
Victoria and Southern

New South Wales

NEED
A SOLUTION?
WE HAVE IT!

LAWN MOWING

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning, hedging, 
rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, weeding, 

mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

RISK FREE
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STEEL & ROOFING SUPPLIES

LB
07
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5664 7408 | 0427 343 498 | 134 Whitelaw St, Meeniyan
shaun@mcraeengineering.net.au

DELIVERIES ARRANGED OR PICK UPS WELCOME

GENERAL  FABRICATION, STRUCTURAL STEEL,
FARM AND EARTHMOVING,  

MACHINERY REPAIRS, SHEDS, DAIRIES ETC.

McRae Engineering

PLUMBER

JE
N
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Daniel Behmer  0409 503 258
daniel@alldoneplumbing.com.au

Plumbing  |   Roofing
Drainage  |   Maintenance

Gas  |   New builds 
CCTV & Jetting

LANDSCAPE DESIGN

LB
09

83

PAUL OAKLEY 
0417 511 787
STUART THOMPSON 
0422 195 210
flowbydesignteam@gmail.com

FIND US ON INSTRAGRAM @FLOW.BY.DESIGN

All aspects of landscape 
design and construction

LANDSCAPE DESIGN

H
M
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We specialise in nature friendly 
landscapes and productive food gardens

See more at https://theslc.com.au

GARAGE DOORS & GATES

LB
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75
ABN: 85202917027

ROLLER DOORS
SECTIONAL DOORS
AUTOMATED GATES

SALES, SERVICE & REPAIRS
EMAIL: gandrgaragedoors@outlook.com
RUSS: 0415 679 778         GAV: 0400 217 595

PAINTER / DECORATOR
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M & J PAINTING

Call Mal 0448 101 771

Commercial/Scheduled maintenance
Reliable and prompt

SPECIALISING IN
PRE-SALE MAKEOVERS

All aspects of painting

HOME MAINTENANCE
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For all repairs and  
improvements to your home.

Quality workmanship at affordable prices.

Call Peter: 0466 115 776
Registered Builder - No: DB-U 4466

Bass Coast
HOME MAINTENANCE  

& IMPROVEMENTS

HOME MAINTENANCE
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ACE Home and Garden 
Transformations

Deck, Pergolas, Landscape & Design. 
Concreting & Colouring, Pressure cleaning. 

Painting interior & exterior + rooftops.  
Home & Property maintenance.  

Much much more. No job too small

Lyndon Rodwell 0411 963 646 
Email: acehgt@mail.com 

WASTE SOLUTIONS

Call the commercial and residential 
waste specialists today!

www.wheelawaste.com.au

5672 2056

Permanent 
waste solutions

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

To advertise your business in the Sentinel-Times

Send the details of 
your advertisement to:

ads@sgst.com.au
or phone 5672 1888

(Min of five consecutive editions)

We accept:

TRADES TRADES    SERVICESSERVICES
DIRECTORY

&

Advertise your 
business here

$50 per edition
full colour

$33.70 per edition mono

HOME MAINTENANCE

JE
N
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PBA HOME MAINTENANCE
Maintenance and Painting services

Carpentry, Plastering, Painting, 
Tiling, Locks, all aspects 
of general maintenance.

No job too small.

Peter 0406 723 170 - Wonthaggi
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MILKINS 
FUNERALS

Inc. Wonthaggi Funeral Services. Est 1973.

PRE-ARRANGED AND PRE-PAID 
FACILITIES AVAILABLE

Office - 102 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

For prompt and personalised 
service phone

WONTHAGGI 5672 3123
PHILLIP ISLAND 5952 3485

A.F.D.A.

~ Servicing all districts ~

~ Chapel facilities available ~

Caring For Our Community
Our experienced and qualifi ed staff 

provide personal, dignifi ed service to all areas

Pre-need Funeral Plans available

5662 2717
24 hours - 7 days

JE
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Offi  ce and Chapel:
      24 Anderson Street, Leongatha

info@handleyfs.com.au
www.handleyfuneralservicescom.au

Caring and personal 24 hour Service
Main offi ce Wonthaggi

3085 Loch-Wonthaggi Road, Wonthaggi 
(P.O Box 35)

Cowes offi ce (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171
Email: info@handafunerals.com.au

www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au
A.F.D.A.

Locally owned 
and operated by 

Scott & Sharon
Anderson
5672 1074
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Family owned and locally based Funeral 
Directors. We bring 25 years experience 

to families in Traralgon, Morwell, 
Churchill, Moe, Trafalgar, Korumburra 

and surrounding areas. 
THE CHOICE IS YOURS 

Practical, sensible and affordable. 
We offer both at-need and pre-paid 
funerals. Dignity and Respect, always. 

CREMATION PACKAGES 
FROM $2750

www.harwoodfunerals.com.au
For 24/7 support 0405 669 532
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N
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SPILSTEAD - McRAE:
Born at Benalla 

Hospital on March 10, 
at 10.10am, 8lb, 8oz 
(old school). Scarlett 

Matilda is the first child 
for Lauren and Ben. 

Cherished 
granddaughter for 

Kristine, Barry (dec.), 
Yolanda and Ron. 

We are blessed to have 
this little girl to love 

and spoil! 
“The rules changes 

with the grandchildren”.

TREWIN - BODEN:
Dulcie Delilah Trewin 

born 09/03/2024, 
weighing 4920gms to 

Stephen and Taz. 
Sister for Lola, Evie, 
Marley and Austen. 

Cousin for Ayla, Tahlia, 
Harry, Lenny, Bo, 
Khali, Ruby, Jack, 

Tomi, Zoe and Ava. 
Another granddaughter 

for Maureen and 
Lester, Christine 

and Dean.

BIRTHSBIRTHS
BARTON 

(nee McKinlay), 
Irene:

29.11.1943 - 29.02.2024. 

Passed away in her 
sleep in Perth. 

Loving mother to 
Russell and Adele. 

Treasured sister to Ina. 

Grandmother to 
Gabriel, Alex, Sam, 

and Fletcher. 

Friend and valued 
member of the 

Wonthaggi community 
for over 50 years. 

A Memorial Service to 
be held in Wonthaggi in 

late April. 

Forever in our 
hearts, now 

resting peacefully. 

DEATHSDEATHS
BROWN, 

Irene May:
Dearest Irene, thinking 

of you as I do every 
night and remembering 
the moments we spent 
together when we first 

fell in love. 
We were so deeply in 
love, and I will keep 

those memories in my 
heart. Good night 

Irene, I’ll see you in my 
dreams. 

RIP your loving 
husband, Don. 

Mum, you will always 
be beside us wherever 

we go, you were the 
beautiful soul in our 

lives. RIP. 
Karen, Jack, Damian, 

and Sammy. 

Mum, we will miss you 
dearly but hope that 

you keep playing 
spotto up there. 

RIP Darls, Trav, Maky, 
Kasey, Ashy, and 

Dylan. 

Forever in our hearts, 
RIP. 

Daryl, Andrea, Maddy, 
Will, Ed, and Jo. 

My beautiful mum my 
best friend my heart is 
broken but you will live 
on in my heart forever, 
RIP, your loving son, 
Kevin and Annette. 

CHAPMAN 
(nee Jarvis), 

Patricia Dawn:

Patricia passed away 
peacefully surrounded 

by loving family at 
Dandenong Hospital 
on Friday, March 15, 

aged 87. 
Loving wife of Malcolm 

(dec.). Much loved 
mother and mother-in-

law to Janice and 
Robert, Greg and 

Myrian, Elise and John, 
Helena and James. 
Grandma to Kable, 
Nicole, Riley, Dean, 

Ben, Patricia, Nathan 
(dec.), Chloe, William, 

Harvey and Ruby. 
Great Grandma to 

Maisie, Stella, Matteo 
and Leilani. 

Even though you are 
no longer with us we all 

have our own 
treasured memories to 
hold onto. Thank you 
for all you have done 
for our family, we will 

miss you. 

Now resting 
peacefully.

DEATHSDEATHS
CRICHTON, 

Norman Keith:

It is with great sadness 
that we announce the 
passing of Norman. 

Loved and loving 
husband of Rachel. 

As per Norman’s 
wishes a private 

cremation will be held. 

GLASGOW, 
Jack: 

15.02.1931 - 15.03.2024. 

Friend of Raymond and 
Maureen. Forever 

fishing and playing the 
pokies now. We’ll 

always remember our 
laughs and fun time 
working together. 
Bye good friend. 

-- Ray.

HARRISON, 
Jack Russell 

(Russell):

14.03.1939 - 09.03.2024. 

Passed away 
peacefully at 

Koorooman House. 

Dearly loved husband 
and best friend of 

Eileen for 57 years. 

Dearest dad and 
dad-in-law of Christine 
and Mark, Ashley and 
Jane, Kaye and Grant. 

Grandpa of Tristan, 
Ebony, Isaiah, Acacia, 
Cohen, and Raidyn. 

Resting in the 
arms of God. 

Son of Ed and Meg 
(both dec.). 

Brother and brother-in-
law of Helen and Ken 
(dec.), Florence and 

Greg, Don and Debbie, 
Ray (dec.) and Daralyn, 

and their families. 

Rest in Peace.

HARRISON, 
Russell:

Dear brother-in-law of 
Robert and Helen and 

family. 

Lovingly 
remembered.

DEATHSDEATHS
McGLASHAN 
(nee Terry), 

Susan Elaine:
04.08.1947 - 13.03.2024. 

Passed away 
peacefully at Armitage 

House. 

Adored wife of Terry. 

Loved daughter of Fred 
and Imogene, sister to 

Glenda (all dec.). 

Dearly loved mother of 
Mark and Mum 2 to 

Rebecca. 

Loved mother-in-law of 
Adrienne and Jules. 

Nan to her wonderful 
grandsons Nic, Quinn, 

Monti, and Joshua. 

A private cremation 
will be held. 

Thankyou to the Dr’s 
and fantastic nurses of 
BCH for the care they 

gave to Susan and 
myself. A big thank you 
to all the district nurses 
who did so much for us 

at any time. 

Our life long friends, 
Veronica and Gary 

Shaw, who have 
always been there for 

us. To all our 
workmates and friends 
at BCH, thank you for 
all your kindness and 

support at this sad 
time. 

Now at rest in the 
loving arms of her 
parents and sister. 

You will always be in 
Our hearts and 

memories, 
my beautiful Susan. 

OAKLEY
(nee Demo), Vera:

Loved and loving wife 
of Tom (dec.). Devoted 
mother of Gradey and 

Grant (both dec.). 

Caring grandmother of 
Margaret and Jason. 

Great grandmother of 
four. Sister of John, 

Elsa (both dec.), 
Lorraine, Valorie 

and Brian. 

Passed after a long 
illness 04.03.2024. in 

Fremantle W.A. 

Remembered and 
loved by John (dec.), 
Jill, Carol, Linda,and 

families.

WRIGHT, 
Barbara Ann:

It is with great sadness 
that we announce that 
Barbara Ann Wright 
died peacefully on 

Saturday, March 16, 
2024. 

Beloved wife of 56 
years to Charlie, 

mother to Jason, Elise, 
Kirsty, Kate and 

Emma. 
Grandmother to Kelly, 
Jayden, Calvin, Jye, 

Mayson, Jordi, Blake, 
Skye and Hope, and 
great grandmother to 

Armani. 
No flowers by request, 
donations to National 

Breast Cancer 
Foundation would be 

appreciated. 
A Celebration of Life 
will be held on Friday, 
March 22 at Churchill 
Island from 2-4pm.

Afternoon tea 
will be served. 

www.handleyand 
andersonfunerals.

com.au 

DEATHSDEATHS

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINE
12.30PM 

MONDAYS
Call 5672 1888

to place a notice

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINE
12.30PM 

MONDAYS

BROWN:
A Funeral Service to 
Celebrate the Life of 
Mrs Irene May Brown 

will be held at the 
Stratus Chapel, 

Bunurong Memorial 
Park,790 Frankston - 

Dandenong Road, 
Dandenong South on 

Friday, March 22, 2024 
commencing 11am. 

This Service will be 
livestreamed, to view 

please visit 
www.handley 

funeralservices.com.au 

Private Cremation 

CHAPMAN: 
A Funeral Service for 

Patricia Dawn 
Chapman will be held 

at St Georges Anglican 
Church, Smythe St. 

Corinella at 2pm, 
Friday, March 22. 

At the conclusion of the 
service the funeral will 

leave for Corinella 
Cemetery, Cemetery 

Road, Corinella. 

HARRISON:
A Memorial Service to 
Celebrate the Life of 

Mr Jack Russell 
(Russell) Harrison will 
be held at the Nerrena 

Hall, Nerrena Hall 
Road, Nerrena TODAY, 

Tuesday, March 19, 
2024, commencing 

12 Midday. 

This Service will be 
livestreamed, to view 

please visit 
www.handley 

funeralservices.com.au 

A Private Burial 
will precede the 
above Service. 

FUNERALSFUNERALS

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
      
 
 
 
 
 

      Paul & Margaret Beck Props. 
 

 
Phone: (03) 5662 2717 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
      
 
 
 
 
 

      Paul & Margaret Beck Props. 
 

 
Phone: (03) 5662 2717 

BEAUMONT, 
Anthony (Ampy):

Seven lonely years 
have passed without 
you Ampy. You are 
loved and missed 
everyday by us all. 

Marg and all our family.

DEVLIN, Don:

04.12.1936 - 22.03.2021. 

3 years since 
we lost you. 

Miss you everyday. 
All our love forever. 

Your loving wife 
Margaret, daughters 

and families. 

IN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAM

SCIMONELLO, 
Francesco: 

March 23, 2012. 

It’s been 12 years 
since you left our 

world, and it still seems 
like yesterday that we 

said our final goodbyes 
to a loving husband 
and father. Still so 
many wonderful 

memories and if we 
could only turn back 

time and have you here 
with us, life would be 

so complete. Always in 
our hearts and lives. 

Your loving wife Maria 
and children Tony 

and Diana.

IN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAM

BONE, Roma:
Roma’s family would 
sincerely like to thank 
everyone for their love 

and support, phone 
calls, expressions of 
sympathy, cards, and 
flowers on the recent 

passing of Roma.

EMMERSON, 
Rodney:

Rodney’s family would 
like to thank you for 

your many phone calls, 
cards, flowers, food 
and expressions of 

sympathy. 

Thanks to St Andrews 
Uniting Church 

catering committee for 
refreshments following 

Rodney’s funeral. 

Sincere thanks to 
Woorayl Lodge staff 
and doctors for your 

excellent care of 
Rodney for eight 

months. 

Please accept our 
heartfelt gratitude.

LOVIE, 
Shirley Jean:

Noelle, Steve, and Kim 
along with their families 
would sincerely like to 

thank everyone for 
your love, support, 
cards, phone calls, 

messages, and 
beautiful flowers at the 

time our mum’s 
passing. 

To Woorayl Lodge, we 
cannot express enough 
how grateful we were 

for your wonderful care 
and support. 

Special thanks to 
Dr Cassie. 

Please accept this as 
our personal thank you 

to all.

BEREAVEMENTBEREAVEMENT
THANKSTHANKS

FILING
CABINETS
Brand new with 

an anti-tilt  
safety feature
Available in 2, 3  
and 4 drawers.

Over 8 colours to 
choose from.

Order now at the 
Sentinel-Times

Wonthaggi office
47 McBride Avenue

5672 1888
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FOR SALEFOR SALE

HAY:
Small squares, this 

season, good quality, 
$10 per bale, 
free delivery. 

Phone 5657 3291.

WONTHAGGI:
20 Peverill Crescent, 

Saturday and Sunday, 
March 23 and 24, 

8.30am - 5pm. White 
goods, roses, furniture, 

tools, rotary hoe and 
lots more.

GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES

USED CARSUSED CARS
TRUCKS & TRACTORSTRUCKS & TRACTORS

Bass Coast Recyclers

5672 2946 
0417 556 593

*Conditions apply

AAAAAAAAAAAAA

FREE
CAR REMOVAL
WE PAY

YOU*

LB
C1
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BASS COAST 
CAR REMOVALS
We pay you for your 

unwanted cars, 
4x4’s & trucks

We can remove farm 
scrap metal for free. 

Towing now available.
Call Shane  

7 days a week
5678 2002 or  
0407 599 616

NOTICE TO
ADVERTISERS:
Advertisements offering a  
used motor car for sale must 
include in the advertisement:
(a)   The cash price of the  

motor car; and
(b)  Whichever of the 

following is applicable...
•  If the motor car is 

registered, the registration 
number; or

•  If the motor car is 
unregistered, the engine 
number of the vehicle. H

M
C
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We want to hear from you…

The Network Outage Review panel will be at Mirboo North on  

Saturday 23 March and Sunday 24 March to hear from the community 

and businesses on your experience of the power outage following the  

13 February 2024 storm event.

Baromi Centre, 38 Couper Street, Mirboo North 

Saturday 23 March and Sunday 24 March 

Drop in from 10am to 3pm, with panel presentations  

at 11am and 1pm each day

Refreshments will be provided

We look forward to seeing you there.

F4
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Advertising conditions:
Full name and address of advertiser must be 
supplied even though not necessarily 
included in advertisement.

The publishers reserve the right to omit and 
alter any advertisement. Please check your 
ad is correct the first day it appears. While 
every care is taken to ensure your ad is 
correct, errors can occur. We regret that we 
cannot be responsible for any errors beyond 
the first day if you fail to bring it to our 
attention.

All advertisements must be prepaid unless 
client has an existing credit facility. Accounts 
are due and payable on the due date as 
shown on the account.

The Motor Car Traders Regulations:

States that from July 1, 1998 all 
advertisements for used vehicles including 
motorcycles must include the cash price 
of vehicle and registration number or 
engine number if not registered.

Payments accepted:

Please note that double column advertisements 
requiring a proof must be received at least two 
hours prior to deadline and proofs will not be 
provided for single column advertisements.

DEADLINES

TO ADVERTISE

Classified single column
Mondays 12.30pm

Classified double column
Fridays 4.30pm

Office Hours:
9am-5pm Monday to Friday

Classifieds

Phone:
5672 1888

Email:
ads@sgst.com.au

In person:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi
36 McCartin St, Leongatha

Mail:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi

Sentinel-Times

Sentinel-Times

WONTHAGGI:
20 Peverill Crescent, 

Saturday and Sunday, 
March 23 and 24, 

8.30am - 5pm. White 
goods, roses, furniture, 

tools, rotary hoe and 
lots more.

GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES

DALYSTON:
(Cloverdale Estate, 

north facing). 
Newly completed 
house for lease. 

4 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, 2 car 

parks, double garage 
and double driveway. 

Ph: 0408 126 336.

FOR LEASEFOR LEASE

BEDROOM TO RENT:
Bedroom to rent in an 

artistic house. 
Call Pat 0433 415 287.

FOR RENT:
One Bedroom 

Independent Living 
Unit. Woorayl Lodge, 

Leongatha. Age - Over 
65. $995.00 per month 

without carport, 
$1,100.00 per month 

with carport. 

One month’s rent in 
advance and bond 

applies. 

For more information 
or an application form 
please call 5662 2053 
or email enquiries@
woorayllodge.com.au 

FOR RENTFOR RENT

Mental Health 
is vital in these 
crazy times.

Jason Crestani, 
Psychologist is 

still open!
Over 25 years  

experience.
Local resident.  
Specialises in  
children & also  

sees adults!
NDIS registered & 
Medicare rebates.
Call us with your 
questions today.

www.inspiredhoney.com 
P: 0425 764 733
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AGM
Korumburra RSL 

sub branch
Wednesday,  

March 27, 2024
7.30pm at 

34 Mine Road.
D. Jackson, Pres.
0474 136 469

MEETINGSMEETINGS

Ph 0439 263 764

Mature lady
Gorgeous little figure

Like some 
intimacy/
company?

ESCORT
LINDA

swa10270xe

LB
C
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From midday 
until 10pm

in call/out call

ADULTADULT
SERVICESSERVICES

DAIRY FARM HAND 
POSITIONS: 

One calf rearer, one 
milker required. 

Kongwak. 
No accommodation. 

Wayne 0473 814 356.

PHILLIP ISLAND
WINERY:

Kitchenhand / 
Dishwasher 

2-3 days/week, Fri-Sun 
(11am-6pm-ish) 

Exp preferred but not 
essential. 

Apply to manager@
phillipislandwinery.

com.au 

SITUATIONSSITUATIONS
VACANTVACANT

The Newhaven College Senior School consists of approximately 
400 students from Years 9 to 12. The Senior School provides a 
nurturing environment with programmes specifically designed for 
this exciting time of schooling. Each young person is supported 
in their individual growth in these important years in a way that 
sets them up for future success. The Senior School offers the 
opportunity for all students to complete their VCE in preparation 
for further study, apprenticeship or to enter the workforce. 

Newhaven College is seeking an experienced 
and dynamic educator in the leadership role of:

Students in Years 10 to 12 are located in their own Senior School building and are cared for 
in vertical Houses, supported by their Mentor and House Leader.  Year 9, whilst part of Senior 
School, have a stand-alone experiential year of learning and are based in the purpose-built 
Year 9 Environmental Centre. 

The Head of Senior School is responsible for the day to day running of the Senior School and 
oversees the academic, pastoral care and co-curricular programme. Reporting directly to the 
Principal, the Head of Senior School is part of the College’s Leadership Team & plays a key role 
in the implementation of the College’s Strategic Direction, Hearts & Minds, and College Vision.

For further information visit: newhavencol.vic.edu.au/about/work-at-newhaven

Applications close 4:00pm Tuesday 26 March. 

Head of
Senior School

Much hardship and difficulty is caused to 
jobseekers by misleading advertisements 
placed in the employment columns.
Our Positions Vacant / Situations Vacant 
columns are reserved for advertisements 
which carry a specific and genuine offer of 
employment.
Ads for ‘Business Opportunities’, 
‘Commission Only/Sales,’ training courses 
and employment services should be 
submitted under those headings.
Placing misleading job ads is an offence 
against the ACL and all advertisements 
are subject to the publisher’s approval. 
For further advice contact the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission on 
1300 302 502 or Consumer Affairs Victoria.

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE:

Motor Mechanic
Edney’s of Leongatha is seeking a qualifi ed 
motor mechanic to join its expanding Nissan/
Hyundai dealership. The successful applicant 
will be given the latest dealership training 
throughout their employment while working in 
a friendly & modern environment. If you are 
looking for a change of environment, a great 
place to work then this is for you.

Come & join our team.
3rd & 4th year apprentice will be considered.

Forward hand written applications to:
Edney’s Leongatha

Attention: Nick McRae
PO Box 72, Leongatha, 3953

nick@edney.com.au JE
N

23
12

Cleaners
Required for school cleaning in Bass area.  

Part time shifts commencing  
3pm Monday to Friday. 

Must have or will get WWC and Police check. 
Federal Award rates apply,  

training available to right candidates.  
Please send resume to 

customerservice@sebastiangroup.com.au

LB
12

61
Corinella Caravan Park 

Manager
The Corinella Foreshore Reserve Inc. 
Committee of Management requires a 
contractor, preferably locally-based, to 

provide all services to effectively operate 
the Caravan Park and associated  

grounds and facilities.
The selection criteria can be  

viewed at the website:  
www.corinellaforeshore.com.au/

caravanpark.html 
or send an email to the secretary at 
corinellaforeshore@gmail.com

Applications close by COB 
Friday March 29, 2024. LB

13
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ADMINISTRATION – 
GENERAL  

(Education Support)
Full Time, Fixed Term (1 year) 

Position, commencing 15/4/2024
Bass Coast College is seeking a suitably 
qualified and / or experienced person

to join its team at the San Remo 
Campus for the above position.  

Applications need to be applied through 
Recruitment Online https://www.

education.vic.gov.au/hrweb/careers/
Pages/advacsSCH.aspx

Information and Role Description 
available on Recruitment Online or for 

further information please contact  
Nancy Crismanich on 5611 4000

Applications close: 
Thursday, March 28, 2024

ACHIEVING SUCCESS IN A CARING 
AND CREATIVE ENVIRONMENT

JE
N

23
24

SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANT



56   |   TUESDAY, MARCH 19, 2024   |   SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES 

Team Leader  
South Gippsland

Port Welshpool, Full time
Gippsland Ports is a provider of 

waterway management, dredging, marine 
infrastructure and asset management 

services along the Gippsland coast from 
Anderson Inlet to Mallacoota. 

We are currently seeking a suitably 
qualified and experienced person to assist 

the Manager to accomplish all aspects 
of day-to-day operations of the Port 

Welshpool Depot, including administration 
and programming of works, on-the-job 
supervision of staff, adherence to OHS 
policies and procedures and to take a 

lead role in the construction, repair and 
maintenance of marine based assets.

The ideal candidate should have strong 
construction experience and knowledge, 
good interpersonal and supervisory skills, 

and be able to work independently and in a 
team environment.

Enquiries about this position should be 
directed to the Manager South Gippsland, 

Jake Griffin on 0400 932 576. 
To be considered for this position, 

candidates must address the key selection 
criteria found within the position description.

For a full position description and 
application details, please visit our 

website www.gippslandports.vic.gov.au/
employment.php 

Applications close on  
Sunday, 24 March 2024

JE
N

23
19

Agi Truck Driver/2IC
We have a casual agi truck driving position 
available, with potential to go full time 
based at our Leongatha concrete plant. 
We are seeking somebody who has a 
good work ethic and is capable of working 
Monday to Friday and some Saturdays.
The successful applicant will need:
• Hold a current Australian Driver’s Licence.
• HR Licence essential.
• Reliable Transport.
• Excellent communication skills.
•  Proven ability to work well in a team 

environment.
• Road Ranger experience preferred. 
We offer flexible working hours, above 
award wages plus penalties, and supply 
uniforms and boots. An immediate start is 
available to the right applicant.   

Please email through your resume to: 
accounts@kennedyhaulage.com.au

Applications close:  
Friday March 22, 2024 JE

N
23
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Tractor operator 
We have a position available for an 

experienced tractor operator.  
The role is varied and will include 

earthmoving jobs as well as silage,  
slashing and cultivating etc.

The position can be full or part time and 
possibly include other farm roles off season.

HC licence an advantage.  
Competitive rate/package available.

Based Tarwin Lower. 
Email resume to  

admin@daveharris.com.au  
or contact Dave 0438 056 987 LB
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LIBRARY MANAGER 
(Campus Librarian)

Full Time, Ongoing Position
Bass Coast College is seeking a  

suitably qualified Library Manager
to join its team.

Role Description is available on the 
Department of Education’s online 

job advertisement and recruitment 
management system Recruitment 

Online, or please contact  
Nancy Crismanich on 5611 4000  

for further information.
Applications need to be submitted 

through Recruitment Online https://
www.education.vic.gov.au/hrweb/
careers/Pages/advacsSCH.aspx

Applications close: 
Wednesday, March 20, 2024

ACHIEVING SUCCESS IN A CARING 
AND CREATIVE ENVIRONMENT

JA
22
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Planning and Environment Regulations 2015
Form 2 Section 52(1)

NOTICE OF AN APPLICATION FOR A PLANNING PERMIT
• Crown Allotment 23B, Section A, Parish of Alberton West, Vol 06276 Fol 023
• Crown Allotment 23B, Section A, Parish of Alberton West, Vol 08418 Fol 802
• Crown Allotment 1, Section A, Parish of Alberton West, Vol 10360 Fol 155
• Lot 1 on Title Plan 578219F Vol 09793 Fol 782
• Crown Allotment 23B, Section A, Parish of Alberton West, Vol 09406 Fol 296
• Lot 1 on Title Plan 110485V, Vol 10183 Fol 193
• Lot 1 on Title Plan 754717H, Vol 08603 Fol 663
• Lots 1 and 2 on Title Plan 865659A, Vol 04729 Fol 636
• Crown Allotment 78C, Parish of Alberton West,Vol 08617 Fol 567
• Lot 2 on Plan of Subdivision 092727, Vol 09060 Fol 386
• Crown Allotment 55A, Parish of Alberton West, Vol 10684 Fol 163
• Lot 1 on Title Plan 578908F, Vol 09810 Fol 905
• Lot 1 on Plan of Subdivision 506513A, Vol 10685 Fol 365
• Crown Allotments 62 & 62A Parish of Alberton West Vol 10890 Fol 142
• Crown Allotments 53, 54, 59 & 60 Parish of Alberton West Vol 05387 Fol 290
• Crown Allotment 49B, Parish of Alberton West, Vol 03387 Fol 244
• Lot 2 on Plan of Subdivision 404524N, Vol 10316 Fol 253
• Lots 1,2 & 3 on Title Plan 943340C, Vol 08820 Fol 377
• Plan of Consolidation 362145 Vol 10415 Fol 520
• Crown Allotment 12A Parish of Alberton West Vol 08137 Fol 959
• Lot 1 on Title Plan 109933C, Vol 10060 Fol 723
• Lot 1 on Title Plan 221442V Vol 08137 Fol 957
• Lot 1 on TP004297P Vol 10233 Fol 349
• Lot 1 on TP 221443T Vol 08137 Fol 958
• Lot 1 on Plan of Subdivision 714292D Vol 11439 Fol 675
• Lot 7 on Plan of Subdivision 004703 Vol 03173 Fol 544
• Lot 2 on the Plan of Subdivision 617385M Vol 11082 Fol 236
• Lot 1 on Title Plan 864748G Vol 06410 Fol 974
• Lot 1 on Title Plan 128952Q Vol 09083 Fol 984
• Lot 1 on Title Plan 222737U Vol 05824 Fol 685
• Lot 3 on Plan of Subdivision 004703 Vol 03437 Fol 310
• Lot 5 on Plan of Subdivision 004703 Vol 03141 Fol 079
• Lot 2 on Plan of Subdivision 714292D Vol 11439 Fol 676
• Lot 1 on Plan of Subdivision 404524N Vol 10316 Fol 252
• The road/reserves of the:
 o South Gippsland Highway
 o Old Alberton West Road
 o Great Southern Rail Trail
 o Unnamed Government Road

The use and development of the land for a wind energy facility and utility 
installation, associated buildings and works, removal of native vegetation and 
alteration of access to a Transport Zone Schedule 2, including:
 •  Construction of 13 wind turbines to a maximum blade tip height of 210 

metres
 • Construction of a battery energy storage system (BESS)
 • Removal of 1.184 hectares of native vegetation
 • Associated electrical infrastructure works and access tracks
Note: This is a summary. Full details of the proposal are contained 
within the application documentation.

The land affected 
by the application
 is located at:

The application is
 for a permit to:

The applicant for the permit is: Synergy Wind Pty Ltd c/- Beverage Williams
The application reference number is: PA2302394

You may look at the application and any documents that support the application by searching for the 
application number online at https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/permits-and-applications/ministerial-
permits/browse-ministerial-permits. 
You may look at the application and any documents that support the application at the office of the 
responsible authority – Minister for Planning (care of the Department of, Transport and Planning) at 8 
Nicholson Street, East Melbourne VIC 3002. This can be done during office hours and is free of charge. 
Please contact Development.Approvals@delwp.vic.gov.au to look at the application at the office of the 
responsible authority.
Any person who may be affected by the granting of the permit may object or make other submissions to 
the responsible authority (Minister for Planning) at either: 
• Post: PO Box 500, East Melbourne VIC 8002
• Email: Development.Approvals@delwp.vic.gov.au
An objection must be made to the responsible authority in writing, include the reasons for the objection 
and state how the objector would be affected. 
The responsible authority must make a copy of every objection available at its office for any person to 
inspect during office hours free of charge until the end of the period during which an application may be 
made for review of a decision on the application. 
The responsible authority will not decide on the application before: 26 April 2024.
If you object, the responsible authority will tell you its decision

The Leongatha RSL Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) is to be held 

at the clubrooms on 
Wednesday, April 17, 2024 at 7:30pm.

Nominations are invited until 5pm on 
Friday, March 29 for the following positions 

which become vacant at the 
Annual General Meeting.    

• President  (Service) Two (2) Year Term
• Secretary (Service/Affi  liate) Two (2) Year 
Term (Must have served at least one year 
on the Committee in the past fi ve years)
• Committee: Vacancy exists for One (1) 
Committee person. Two (2) Year Term

Nomination forms are available from staff  at 
reception. These forms need to be signed 
by the nominee, proposer and seconder.  
All are required to be service or affi  liate 
members of the sub-branch. They are 

required to be fi nancial for 2024.    
A fi fty (50) word personal profi le may be 

submitted with nominations. 
If you have any questions, please feel free 

to contact Noel Laing on 0407 522 889.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

JE
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THE CORINELLA 
CEMETERY TRUST 
Trust member positions
Are you interested in making a meaningful 
contribution to your community, learning new 
skills and preserving local history for future 
generations?
The Corinella Cemetery Trust is seeking 
volunteer trust members. In this role you 
will gain hands-on experience in managing 
a public cemetery and valuable governance 
skills as a member of a public board. Free 
governance training is provided.
Who should apply?
Applications are welcome from community 
members with a range of skills and experiences 
including administration, committees, and 
groundskeeping. Women and people from 
diverse backgrounds are actively encouraged 
to seek appointment. Current trust members 
whose terms of appointment are due to expire 
are welcome to apply for reappointment. 
What it means to be a Victorian cemetery 
trust member
Cemetery trust members are appointed by the 
Governor in Council for a term of up to five 
years on the recommendation of the Minister 
for Health. Cemetery trusts are responsible 
for the management of public cemeteries, 
including planning for future cemetery services 
for their communities. More information about 
the role is available at <https://www.health.vic.
gov.au/cemeteries-and-crematoria/class-b-
cemetery-trust-appointments>.
How to register your interest
Simply contact the Corinella Cemetery Trust 
as follows within two weeks of the date of this 
advertisement:
The Corinella Cemetery Trust contact 
details:  0499 509 241
The Victorian Government is committed 
to ensuring that government boards and 
committees reflect the rich diversity of 
the Victorian community. We encourage 
applications from people of all ages, 
Aboriginal people, people with disability, 
people from culturally and linguistically diverse 
backgrounds and from lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
trans, gender diverse, intersex and queer 
people. The trust will provide adjustments to 
the recruitment process upon request. F4
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Sentinel-Times

Advertise 
your job 
vacancy

in the Sentinel-Times and get a  
FREE listing in our online  

and searchable directory at 

www.sgst.com.au
Email your job adverts to: 

ads@sgst.com.au
DEADLINE: Fridays 4.30pm
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ACCORDING to ReachOut 
Australia suicide remains 
the leading cause of death for 
16–24-year-olds in Austra-
lia and to reduce the stigma 
around mental health and 
prevent youth suicide, local 
comedian, Marcus Ryan has 
signed up to the Laps for 
Life fundraising event and is 
swimming to save lives.

Marcus set a personal tar-
get to swim 20 kilometres 
this March and raise $1000.

“I chose this charity be-
cause it is close to my heart. 
I’ve lost many friends in my 
life to suicide and a couple 
just this year,” said Marcus. 

“With my job as a comedi-
an, I have a platform to talk 
about it and also to bring 
light to the subject and I have 
been lucky to be able to go to 
some schools and talk about 
mental health awareness for 
parents and students.” 

Marcus finds swimming a 
great form of meditation and 
of course any form of exer-
cise is good for your mental 
health, but Marcus shared 
that he was never a strong 
or confident swimmer as a 
kid and swimming in the 
ocean would give him panic 
attacks, but he said, “I think 
it’s important to face your 
fears!”

“We’re losing too many 
young kids who aren’t getting 
the help they need and there’s 
still a stigma around it. 

“I like to think of it like 
your car, if you get a flat tyre, 
you know it needs attention, 
but you forget the engine is 
the most important part. It’s 

the same with mental health, 
if we see someone with a bro-
ken leg, we know they need 
help – but we too often ignore 
it or don’t take it seriously 
when it’s the things we can’t 
see – the brain is the engine. 
So, get it checked – exercise 
and check in on your mates.”

The Wonthaggi YMCA have 
been a great support to Mar-
cus, providing him with a 
free 10 pass pool visit for the 
month of March to swim the 
25-metre lap pool and mea-
sure his daily progress. 

“I believe every $4 raised 
helps one person, so my cur-
rent donations are helping 
250 people, if I get to $2000 

that’ll be 500 young peo-
ple. It’s all for a good cause,” 
said Marcus. 

ReachOut Australia provide 
vital support to those having 
trouble with mental health 
and their fundraising event 
Laps for Life is an opportuni-
ty to share support for youth 
who may be experiencing 
mental health challenges such 
as anxiety, and depression. 

To support Marcus and 
make a donation to help pre-
vent youth suicide visit laps-
forlife.com.au/fundraisers/
marcusryan35681 or follow 
his journey on Instagram @
itsmarcusryan and help save 
lives. 

No joke, pool is  
still 25 metres long

Marcus identified a funda-
mental problem with his com-
mendable effort when speaking 
on ABC Gippsland Radio last 
week.

Mr Ryan discovered, or be-
lieved he had found out, that the 
old Wonthaggi Swimming Pool 
isn’t actually 25 metres long!

As a result, he cast doubts 
over any record times record-
ed during swimming competi-
tions, and also any distances 
covered at swimming club 
training and by individuals, 
boasting to friends that they 
had completed various dis-
tances.

“I looked at my watch after 
completing what I thought was 
a certain distance and found 
that I hadn’t gone as far as I 
thought,” he told the ABC.

Turns out the laugh is on 
Marcus. The Sentinel-Times 
measured the pool with a tape 
measure last week and found it 
to be exactly 25 metres, wall to 
wall.

YMCA staff said it was likely 
to be Marcus Ryan’s tumble 
turn that was the problem. His 
feet are covering the 25-metre 
distance each lap but not his 
new fangled GPS watch.

To make a donation to Mar-
cus Ryan’s ‘Laps for Life’ ap-
peal for ReachOut Australia, 
go to lapsforlife.com.au and 
look for Marcus Ryan’s event.

Local comedian Marcus Ryan is swimming for a good 
cause. Signing up to fundraising event Laps for Life with 
a target to swim 20km in March and raise funds for youth 
suicide prevention through ReachOut Australia. 

Marcus dives in to 
prevent youth suicide

THE Parliamentary Inquiry into the 2026 
Commonwealth Games Bid last Thursday 
held a public hearing in the Latrobe Valley.

Gippsland sporting organisations and 
accommodation businesses provided 
compelling testimony.

Serving on the Committee Inquiry, The 
Nationals Member for Eastern Victoria, 
Melina Bath asked questions on the im-
pacts of the Games cancellation.

Witnesses included, Katie Reardon, 
Farnham Court Motel, Morwell; Adam 
Glass General Manager Silverwater Re-
sort San Remo; Ken Balcombe, Morwell 
Gun Club; Garry Silvester, Latrobe Valley 
Badminton; Tony Salvatore Falcons 2000 
Soccer Club; and Latrobe City Council 
CEO, Steven Piasante.

Listening to locals’ disappointment and 
frustration Ms Bath said the hearing high-
lighted the state government’s appalling 
planning and consultation.

“Witnesses spoke of the uncertainty 
around promised legacy projects and the 
need for concrete timelines for sports in-
frastructure and affordable housing”.

Ms Bath said the hearing was vital for 
locals to give their uncensored perspective 
and echo community expectations follow-
ing the cancellation.

“What I heard was an overwhelming 
sense of shock and disappointment at the 
lost opportunity to showcase our region, 
stimulate jobs, the economy and civic 
pride.

“Given the social and economic chal-
lenges facing Latrobe Valley, it was critical 
for members of parliament to listen and 
understand the implications of broken 
promises.

“Businesses expressed their anger at the 
state government for having wasted their 
valuable time and money, raising expecta-
tions and trashing Victoria’s international 
reputation.

“Farnham Court Motel owner Katie Rear-
don signed an agreement to host Team 
England just 24 hours prior to the cancel-
lation announcement, she described the 
decision as “cruel” and said it left her feel-
ing physically sick.  

“It’s eight months since the Games were 
cancelled, and Latrobe Valley organisa-
tions are still in the dark about funding, 
with scant details on the delivery of prom-
ised legacy projects.

“No wonder the debacle was labelled 
“cruel” – the state government-built ex-
pectation, sporting organisations rallied, 
small businesses ramped up and planned 
and then the rug was pulled out from un-
derneath them.

“The abandonment of the Common-
wealth Games was shocking, but our re-
gion deserves its fair share of funding, and 
I thank those who came forward to pres-
ent their compelling case.”

The Parliamentary Inquiry into the 2026 
Commonwealth Games Bid held a public 
hearing in the Latrobe Valley featuring 
Gippsland sporting organisations and 
accommodation businesses as witnesses. 
L-R Katie Reardon, Farnham Court 
Motel, Morwell; The Nationals Member 
for Eastern Victoria, Melina Bath, Adam 
Glass General Manager Silverwater 
Resort San Remo.

Gippsland’s turn 
for Comm Games 

Inquiry hearing

SPORTS

SGB juniors finish summer season in style
DESPITE a huge week of 

swimming events, 37 SGB 
swimmers stood on the 
blocks at MSAC for the All Ju-
nior Championships of 2024. 
To swim at the event, swim-
mers had to be in the top 
eight for their region. Semi - 
Finals were held on Saturday 
with the top eight from each 
region, and 21 returned on 
Sunday, having qualified as a 
top 10 finisher for the finals. 

The event at MSAC is a big 
change for many of the young 
swimmers, with the big pool, 
dive blocks and the stands 
but they all stood proudly on 
the starting blocks and gave 
their best. It was a big learn-
ing curve for them, but they 
took it in their stride. 

Coaches Lorri and Sam 
were pleased with their swim-
mers’ efforts.

“They have had a huge week 
with the Gippsland Cham-
pionships last weekend, re-
gional swimming for many of 
them and now this meet. To 
see them back it up and still 
give their best is really pleas-
ing. It shows that all of their 
hard work at training has 
paid off,” said Sam.

Lorri was so proud of the 
young swimmers, many of 
whom were swimming at 
MSAC for the first time.

“I just love seeing them get 
so excited by the big pool, 
the crowd and the big screen 
with their names on it. For the 
youngest swimmers, it’s like 
a special reward to be at a 
venue like this. They all took 
it in their stride and had a 
great day. For those that make 
finals and get to hear their 
names called out, is a high-
light in itself.”

The team: Rebecca Barclay, 
Cooper Bennett, Billy Boyd, 
Maximilian Brocklesby, Rex 
Brocklesby, Nyah Chapman, 
Tully Chapman, Emily Cro-
atto, Isabel Croatto, Molly 
Dettbarn, Billy Fisher, Mag-
gie Fisher, Cormac Flynn, 
Daisy Gilliam-Rodda, Lachie 
Grimes, Callum Hackett, 

Hannah Hunt, Joshua Hunt, 
Sienna Hunt, Ava Lucas, Han-
nah Lucas, Harper McRae, 
Brooklyn Packer, Mitchell 
Packer, Lachlan Paterson, 
Harper Perry, Ruby Pirouet, 
Josie Richer, Mya Richer, Ab-
bie Saario, Caitlin Saario, Wil-
liam Simmons, Aidan Smyth, 
Archie Smyth, Darby Smyth, 
Jedda Tagell and Matthew 
Thornby.

The event wraps up the long 
course season for most of the 
swimmers, who now have a 
few weeks’ break till the short 
course season starts in late 
May. A handful of those who 
swam are heading next month 
to the National Age Champi-
onships on the Gold Coast.

Results: Rebecca Barclay, 

4th Backstroke 7th Free-
style, Billy Boyd, 6th But-
terfly 10th Backstroke 10th 
Breaststroke 4th Freestyle, 
Maximilian Brocklesby, 5th 
Butterfly, Rex Brocklesby, 
1st Butterfly Freestyle, Nyah 
Chapman, 5th Butterfly 10th 
Freestyle, Emily Croatto, 2nd 
Butterfly 3rd Backstroke 1st 
Breaststroke 8th Freestyle, 
Isabel Croatto, 9th Breast-
stroke, Molly Dettbarn, 5th 
Breaststroke 5th Freestyle, 
Billy Fisher, 2nd Breaststroke 
9th Freestyle, Maggie Fisher, 
9th Butterfly 2nd Backstroke 
4th Freestyle, Cormac Fly-
nn, 1st Breaststroke, Daisy 
Gilliam-Rodda, 6th Butterfly 
9th Backstroke 8th Breast-
stroke 10th Freestyle, Lachie 
Grimes, 5th Backstroke, Si-
enna Hunt, 7th Backstroke 
10th Breaststroke 10th Free-
style, Ava Lucas, 5th Butter-
fly 10th Backstroke, Lachlan 
Paterson, 10th Butterfly 9th 
Backstroke, Ruby Pirouet, 
1st Butterfly 3rd Backstroke 
2nd Breaststroke 2nd Free-
style, Josie Richer, 3rd But-
terfly 2rd Backstroke 2nd 
Breaststroke 5th Freestyle, 
Caitlin Saario, 10th Free-
style, Archie Smyth, 7th 
Breaststroke, Darby Smyth, 
8th Butterfly and Matthew 
Thornby, 8th Breaststroke.

Ruby, Abbie and Hannah ready to swim over the weekend.
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TIDETIDE 
GUIDEGUIDE
TIDAL PREDICTIONS FROM 
PORT PHILLIP HEADS

Approx. Tide Variations: Seal Rocks, 
Venus Bay, Waratah Bay and Cape 

Woolamai (Same), Tooradin +2hrs 45, 
Cowes Pier +50, Stony Point +40

12.37am
0.68m
6.53am
1.43m
1.04pm
0.31m
8.21pm
1.44m

1.19am
0.75m
7.39am
1.34m
1.48pm
0.41m
9.17pm
1.35m

2.07am
0.81m
8.34am
1.25m
2.39pm
0.51m
10.20pm
1.30m

3.11am
0.86m
9.46am
1.18m
3.46pm
0.58m
11.26pm
1.28m

4.44am
0.86m
11.11am
1.16m
5.12pm
0.62m

12.27am
1.30m
6.16am
0.79m
12.28pm
1.21m
6.29pm
0.62m

1.16am
1.34m
7.15am
0.69m
1.31pm
1.29m
7.27pm
0.61m

TUESDAY
March 19

WEDNESDAY
March 20

THURSDAY
March 21

FRIDAY
March 22

SATURDAY
March 23

SUNDAY
March 24

MONDAY
March 25

Email us your 
fi shing photos

news@sgst.com.au

GET ready to ride the waves 
and spread smiles because 
Smith’s Beach is hosting an 
extraordinary event on Sunday, 
March 24 from 11am-3pm at 
Smiths Beach. Whether you’re 
a seasoned surfer or a beach 
enthusiast, mark your calen-
dars for this unforgettable day 
– the final in the calendar for 
the 2023/24 summer series.

The Disabled Surfers Asso-
ciation Bass Coast (DSA Bass 
Coast) invites you to join the 
fun. Whether you’re volunteer-
ing your time or hitting the 
waves as a participant, this 
day is all about celebrating life, 
courage, and community. And 
guess what? There’s plenty of 
room on the shoreline for ev-
eryone to cheer on our surfers!

The Disabled Surfers Asso-
ciation Australia mission is to 
‘Put some Smiles on Dials’ and 
provide a safe and enjoyable 
surfing experience for people 
with any disability at every one 
of their events.

Surfers are reminded to en-
sure they bring their carer, 
bathers, hat and towel with 
DSA Bass Coast supply-
ing sunscreen, water and a  

sausage sizzle.
You don’t need to be a pro 

surfer to make a difference ei-
ther with DSA Bass Coast look-
ing for volunteers both in and 
out of the water. 

“We want to be able to pro-
vide people with a disability 
greater access to the beaches 
all year round. By working 
with the community, we aim to 
make the beach accessible and 
within reach of everyone,” DSA 
Bass Coast stated.

All volunteers need to bring 
is their working with children’s 
check (if water role) hats and a 
towel.

“We will supply sunscreen, 
water and a sausage sizzle.” 

It is not just our surfers who 
have a day to remember, it’s 
also the many volunteers who 
usually can’t believe the amaz-
ing buzz they feel when they 
leave knowing they have just 
helped to ‘Make Someone’s 
Summer’ very special.

To register as a volunteer or 
surfer visit events.humanitix.
com/phillip-island-all-abilities-
surfing-event-2024-smiths-
beach. 

Do not miss out!

STEVE Noble (Cape Pater-
son) and Ava Holland (Morn-
ington Peninsula) have been 
crowned 2024 Victorian 
Open Champions at Gunna-
matta. 

In great waves and per-
fect sunshine, both surfers 
were the in-form surfers at 
the open ocean beach break 
and will now get a shot at a 
spot in the Rip Curl Pro Bells 
Beach with both surfers 
earning an allocation into the 
trials event to be held next 
weekend.

Looking comfortable  at 
home, Holland was able to 
cruise to victory locking in the 
highest heat total of the day 
in the Women’s draw, a 12.83 
to seal the win and etch her 
name in the trophy alongside 
other legends of the sport 
such as Gail Couper, Nikki 
van Dijk and India Robinson.

“I’ve never won a state title 
before, so I’m pretty stoked,” 
said Holland.

“I’m excited to get a chance 
to surf in the Rip Curl Pro 
Trials next week. Hopefully 
Bells is good, and I get to 
surf it with only a few oth-
ers out!”

Finishing in second was 
Sophie Fletcher (Phillip Is-
land) who finished on 9.87 
points. Emily McGettigan 
(Torquay) finished in third 
on 8.67 points and Sophie 
Wilkinson (Mornington Pen-
insula) finished in fourth on 

8.00 points.
Noble, has returned to state 

competition in the last 12 
months and has not missed 
a step claiming his first Open 
State Title in nine years. 

Although not claiming the 
round win at Gunnamatta, he 
finished with enough ranking 
points over the three event 
series to claim his third title.

“This is the best one for 
sure,” said Noble.

“You are surfing against 
guys who are in their 20s, so 
the amount of extra effort you 
have to put in to be at their 
level I’m just thankful I have 
the opportunity to be here.”

Breaking through for his 
first ever State Round win 
was Joel Kerr (Anglesea), 
who progressed under the 
radar throughout the day 
before finishing on top in 
the final.

Kerr finished on a heat 
total of 11.60 points, nar-
rowly ahead of Jake Pancic 
(Mornington Peninsula) who 
finished in second on 11.23 
points.

Finishing in third was 
Noah Clifford (Jan Juc, 8.17 
points) with Steve Noble in 
fourth.

Full results can be found 
online at liveheats.com/surf-
ingvictoria

WONTHAGGI Angling Club had its 
monthly competition on Sunday, March 
17. 12 fish weighed in.

Snr male, whiting 474gms, Nick Rich-
ards 

Snr female, whiting 372gms, Maxine 
Kelly 

Veterans, whiting 318gms, Ross Kelly 
Jnr female, whiting 434gms, Holly Carr
Special call out to Sophie Chetland who 

caught her first fish, a mullet, weighing 
158gms.

Next competition new season new points 
system Sunday, April 21.

RESULTS: March 12 at RSL Wonthaggi 
Nationwide.

Seven tables were competing.
Winning master points: First: Greg Nich-

olson and Jean Barbour with 60.1 per 
cent. Second: Alan Johnston and John 
Sutton 56.67. Third: Deb Anglim and 
John French 54.17. Forth: Faye Rowlands 
and Richard Poole 54.17. Fifth: Penny 
Loughran and Ruth Stevenson 50.74. 
Sixth: Clive Hope and Lois Dwyer 49.63. 
Seventh: Sue Edwards and Ruth Harvey 
49.63.

March 15 at Inverloch Angling Club: 
Summer Pairs Championship – three-
week event. Overall winners and congrat-
ulations to: First: John French and Deb 
Anglim 57.74. Second: Hannah Martin 
and Ruth Stevenson 54.17. Second: Greg 
Nicholson and John Sutton 54.17. Fourth: 
Ruth Harvey and Sue Edwards 51.19.

Don’t forget the learners and supervised 
play sessions held each Thursday morn-
ing at the Wonthaggi RSL starting 9.15am 
for a 9.30am start. All most welcome.

SATURDAY, March 16 saw Phillip Is-
land Boardriders Club (PIBC) send 10 
athletes led by Team Captain Ash Easton, 
over three teams to compete at the 2024 
Surfing Victoria Team Titles at Gunna-
matta on the Mornington Peninsula.

The teams consisted of: Six-Surfer 
Team Ash Easton - Team Captain and 
Open Men, Dylan Thomas James - Open 
Men, Blake Green - Open Men, Sarah 
Seuren - Open Women, Adrian Maier - 
O/35, Sam Patterson - U/18.

Four-Surfer Women’s Team Abbey 
Clarke - Open Women, Sarah Seuren - 
Open Women, Evie Lutz - Open Women, 
Scarlett Rennie - Women U/18.

Four-Surfer Junior Team Sam Pat-
terson - U/18, Tate Russell - U/18, Sarah 
Seuren - U/16, Scarlett Rennie - Women 
U/18.

Sam Patterson and Scarlett Rennie ex-
tended themselves by competing across 
two teams, and Sarah Seuren competed 
in all three. 

With a 50-60-minute-long heat format, 
wave scores were thrown down of sixes 
and above by Dylan Thomas James and 
Blake Green in the six-Surfer team final. 

Board Caddies Billy Easton and Eddie 
Maier did a great job at assisting all ath-
letes with their equipment, from a sprint 
from the Surfing Victoria tent after com-
pletion of their athletes’ waves.

Heralded as great exposure and experi-
ence for PIBC’s up and coming Juniors, 
the event ended with an inclusive Gunna 
expression session with the Groms after 
the comp.

You can check out all the final results here: 
liveheats.com/events/220718/schedule

Wonthaggi Angling Club

SPORTS

South Gippsland Bridge

PIBC compete in the 
Gunnamatta Team Titles

Disabled Surfers Association Bass Coast president Stuart 
Yates, surfer Will Smith, Cam Yates and Sally Lloyd enjoy the 
glorious conditions in Inverloch recently. A37_0924

Surf’s up at Smiths Beach this coming Sunday

Steve Noble named 2024 Victorian 
Open Champion at Gunnamatta

Noble claiming his first Open State Title in nine years. Photo: South West Surf/Surfing Victoria.
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WONTHAGGI swimmer Amy 
Hodson has swam a remarkable 
30 kilometres in the past month 
and raised $7076 as part of the 
Starlight Foundation’s Super 
Swim Challenge. 

Amy is a member of the South 
Gippsland Bass Swimming 
Club and swam her final 2.2 
kilometres as part of her squad 
training at the Wonthaggi YMCA 
recently to reach her 30 kilome-
tre goal. 

Her teammates finished a lap 
short and lined the lane rope to 
cheer Amy home for her final 
metres.

Amy shared that this year’s 
challenge was harder to achieve, 
after battling an eye infection 
that kept her out of the water for 
a few days over February, plus 
the severe weather that caused 
a power outage to the regional 
swimming pool for another few 
days. 

“Despite these challenges, 
the encouragement from the  

community and the generous 
donations kept me swimming,” 
said Amy. 

Amy’s mother Robyn Hod-
son is tremendously proud of 
young Amy and has shown her 
support throughout both Amy’s 
challenges over the past two 
years. Robyn shared that Amy 
had a 19-day streak where she 
swam every day!   

President of the South 
Gippsland Bass Swimming 
Club Janelle Croatto said Amy’s 
passion, not only for her swim-
ming, but to raise money for 
other kids through the Starlight 
Foundation demonstrates the 
wonderful person that she is.

“We are so lucky to have her 
as part of the South Gippsland 
Bass Swimming Club.” 

Robyn said Amy was over-
joyed to have raised $7076. 

“Now if we could get a 50-me-
tre pool in Wonthaggi to be able 
to train and compete the world 
would be her oyster!”

Super swim competitor 
Amy raises over $7K

Amy swam 30kms and raised $7076 as part of the Starlight 
Foundation’s Super Swim Challenge.

IT was a fun competition as 
usual at Wonthaggi Croquet, 
with the two teams drawn by 
the stand-in president Tom 
and secretary Sue on the day. 
Numbers were down a little, 
but  a great day was had by all. 

The president’s team was 
made up of Tom, Michael, 
Sam, Paul, Neil and Brian with 
Margaret, Barbara and Hazel 
substituting when needed – a 
formidable team indeed. 

The secretary’s team consist-
ed of Stephen, Margaret, Phil-
ip, Peter, Kathy, Sue Baker and 
again with Hazel and Barbara 
filling in when required.

Resident chef Alan Mullaney 
was unfortunately unable to  

attend, as a mishap has landed 
him in hospital whilst holiday-
ing in Perth – trust you get well 
soon mate.

The barbecue lunch however 
was expertly managed by Phil-
ip and Sam.

The secretary’s team, holders 
of the shield, did have the un-
fortunate task of handing over 
the shield to the president’s 
team, who prevailed on the day 
winning five games to one.

Looking forward to this com-
petition again next year as it 
a great opportunity for those 
members who normally do not 
participate in external tourna-
ments, to get involved in a non-
pressure type of competition.

President’s team wins the shield

The winning president’s team consisted of Hazel, Neil, 
Michael, Tom, Sam, Margaret, Paul and Brian.

PERHAPS the only good story to 
come out of a horror summer on Bass 
Coast’s beaches has been to highlight 
the magnificent work that boardriders 
do, almost matter-of-factly, to rescue 
beachgoers that might have otherwise 
drowned.

In fact, there have been many more 
of these stories, thankfully, this sum-
mer than details about near misses 
and, tragically, accounts of drownings 
in the surf.

There’s already a high level of re-
spect between boardriders and surf 
club members, which wasn’t always 
the case, a relationship made closer 
this summer and now GippsSport is 
making that organic arrangement, 
keeping beachgoers safe, official.

GippSport is delighted to be partner-
ing with Surfing Victoria and local or-
gasnisations; Bass Coast Boardriders, 
Phillip Island Boardriders and Inver-
loch Surf Lifesaving Club to offer two 
sessions of Surfing Victoria’s water 
safety program: Surfers Rescue 24/7.

“This partnership has been driven 
from a desire to support the local Bass 
Coast community following a devastat-
ing summer with a number of drown-
ings across Bass Coast beaches,” said 
GippSport in a statement about the 
initiative.

“La Trobe University research in 
partnership with Surfing Victoria 
shows that surfers play a critical role 
in keeping people safe on unpatrolled 
beaches each year and complement 
the incredible work of the local surf 
lifesavers.”

GippSport has identified that this 
course would be a proactive way to 
upskill local surfers across the Bass 
Coast.

“Research shows that surfers are 
often first responders and although 
this training doesn’t intend to replace 
formal emergency rescue training or 
surf lifesaving services, in partnership 
with Surfing Victoria we hope to equip 
local surfers with the knowledge and 
education to perform rescues safely 
at beaches where they often know the 
risks particularly well from their pres-
ence and local knowledge”, GippSport 
Executive Officer Dan Poynton said.

He said Surfers Rescue 24/7 is a free 
Board Rescue and Cardiopulmonary 
Resuscitation (CPR) course for all 
surfers and recreational water users.

“It provides vital training to assist 
in an emergency situation and could 
ultimately save a life. The course is 
tailored around surfing, comprises of 
theoretical and practical elements that 
cover the following topics;
• �Identifying someone in trouble in the 

water
• �“Rip” Current and Wave Types edu-

cation.
• Attempting a rescue in the water.
• Board Rescue Techniques.
• Transporting someone out of the wa-
ter.
• �Administering Basic First Aid and 

Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation 
(CPR).

• �Envenomation education GippSport 
& Surfing Victoria are pleased to of-
fer two courses across Bass Coast.
The sessions are free and open to 

anyone in the community.
Surf rescue dates
The two sessions will be held at the 

following times:
• �Session 1: Tuesday March 19, 2024, 

5.30pm to 8.30pm at Phillip Island 
Boardriders Club Clubrooms 76 
Veterans Drive, Newhaven.

• �Session 2: Wednesday March 20, 
2024, 5.30pm to 8.30pm at Inverloch 
Surf Lifesaving Clubrooms 163 Surf 
Parade, Inverloch.
Places are limited, registrations are es-

sential. To register please request a reg-
istration link from Gene Parini at gene@
gippsport.com.au or 0428 358 335.

GippsSport backs 
Bass Coast surfers’ 

rescue role

Exciting season ahead for LDNA
AS THE Leongatha & District 

Netball Association Executive 
Committee, led by President 
Emma Smith, gears up for an-
other thrilling season, anticipa-
tion is high for what promises to 
be an electrifying year of netball. 
With Vice President Colin Wors-
fold, Secretary Kelsey Thomas, 
Treasurer Julie Bloye, Umpire 
Coordinator Lauren Baudinette, 
and Registration Officer Melissa 
Buckley on board, LDNA is 
poised for success both on and 
off the court.

Building on the momentum 
of their largest competition in 
recent memory in 2023, which 
featured a remarkable 57 teams 
from 10 diverse clubs, LDNA 
is aiming for another robust 
season with a similar turnout. 
Their Winter Competition is set 
to encompass a wide spectrum 
of divisions, including Net Set 
Go, Netball for All (formerly All 
Abilities), as well as junior and 
senior competitions.

In the junior ranks, the as-
sociation are excited to offer 
categories for 11 & Under, 13 
& Under, 15 & Under, and 18 

& Under. Meanwhile, the senior 
competition will feature the 
competitive tiers of C grade, B 
Grade, and A grade, ensuring 
there’s something for players of 
all skill levels.

Reflecting on the achieve-
ments of 2023, where thrill-
ing matches and intense rival-
ries characterised the season, 
LDNA acknowledges the  

standout performances from 
the dominant displays of Leon-
gatha Town Black in the 13 & 
Under Top Age category to the 
resilience of Mount Eccles Grey 
in the 18 & Under division, last 
year’s champions set the bar 
high.

Looking ahead to the 2024 
season, LDNA eagerly wel-
comes back all clubs from the 

previous year, including Le-
ongatha Town, Mount Eccles, 
Saint Laurence, Mirboo North, 
Meeniyan and District, Inver-
loch Kongwak FNC, Phillip 
Island FNC, Fish Creek FNC, 
Stony Creek FNC, and Kilcunda 
Bass FNC. Additionally, they’re 
thrilled to announce the arrival 
of a new contender, Bass Coast 
Thunder, adding even more ex-
citement and depth to the com-
petition.

“The crowd can expect an-
other entertaining season of 
strong netball and an inclusive 
and fun atmosphere,” Melissa 
Buckley said. 

“With so many teams, we 
need to have an abundance of 
umpires, so if there are any 
umpires out there looking for 
a game or two to umpire on a 
Saturday please get in contact 
with the Association.”

With the stage set for another 
exhilarating season of netball 
2024 promises to be a season 
to remember. So, mark your 
calendars, gather your cheering 
squad, and get ready for a net-
ball extravaganza like no other.

Last year’s LDNA 18’s best and fairest Claire McNamara 
and 18’s Best on Court for Grand Final Maddi Douglas of 
Inverloch-Kongwak Football Netball Club.
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TEN YEAR old Aiden Cook 
who competes at the Leon-
gatha Little Athletics Club won 
the Under 11 High Jump State 
Title on the weekend.

Held at Knox and compet-
ing against participants from 
clubs across Victoria, Aiden 
jumped 1.48 metres to earn 
the top spot against 24 other 
high jumpers. 

“It's a good achievement to 
go up against all the big clubs 
around Melbourne and come 
out with a gold medal,” said 
Aiden's Dad, Shane. 

A gifted athlete, Aiden recent-
ly won medals in 100 metres 
sprint and in high jump at the 
School Sports Victoria (SSV). 

He also plays basketball 
and on the morning of his win 
played a game before going on 
to jump to a great height at the 
State Titles. 

The last person to win a gold 
in high jump for Leongatha at 
the Little Athletics State Titles 

was Eleanor Patterson who 
went on to compete in High 
Jump at the 2014 Common-
wealth Games when she was 
only 18. 

Aiden wasn’t expecting to win 
the gold medal, because he 
had come second in the school 
sports.  

“He's probably the best jump-
er out there, but the pressure 
got to him (at the SSV) and he 
was quite relaxed on the week-
end, and so he’s super pumped 
with it,” said Shane. 

The Little Athletics National 
Titles will be held in the Gold 
Coast, but the family are not 
yet sure whether Aiden will 
compete, as they will be going 
to watch Aidens sister compete 
there in swimming next week. 

Shane also mentioned he 
was grateful to Aiden’s school 
teacher Lachie Hughes who got 
Aiden into high jumping and 
has helped out a lot and has 
got the best out of Aiden. 

SECTION 1: Westernport 5.40 
defeated Koonwarra 3.28. Inver-
loch 4.31 defeated Leongatha 
2.18.

Section 2: Outtrim 8.71 defeat-
ed Korumburra 1.36. Leongatha 
5.55 defeated Baromi 4.50.

Perfect weather for Semi Finals 
Day certainly added to the terrific 
atmosphere for those playing and 
watching along. There is some-
thing extremely lovely about all 
the courts at Leongatha being full 
of matches. 

Both sections have experienced 
lower team numbers this season, 
so when there normally would 
be umpires, there were none this 
week. Hopefully we can get some 
more teams next year.

In Section 1, Westernport won 
the men’s sets, but the Koonwar-
ra ladies did well to win both of 
theirs. Plenty of great tennis was 
played by both teams. 

Westernport were winners on 
the day by 12 games. Inverloch 
have played together for many 
seasons now and that was cer-
tainly on show against Leongatha. 
Matt Pocklington and his three 
young players have played well 
throughout the season, and again 
this week, but weren’t able to 
knock over Inverloch. All of these 
young players will be much bet-
ter players for the experience, and 
we hope to see them playing again 
next season.

In Section 2, Outtrim were big 
winners over Korumburra, only 
losing one set in a tiebreaker. 
Congratulations to a mix of ex-
perienced and younger players 
for Korumburra for playing some 
great tennis. 

There certainly is value in ex-
perienced team members helping 
to teach the younger ones a few 
tricks. Leongatha had to call on 
Zac Dowel to fill their team this 
week – thanks to Baromi for ac-
cepting. Although Zac didn’t win 
a set, he helped the team get vital 
extra games so well-done Zac! 

The Leongatha ladies did well, 
and the team were winners on 
the day. These two teams have 
had many close games. Nicole de 
Longville is now going to play in 
her first Grand Final. A number 
of finals in her career, but next 
week will be her first Grand Fi-
nal. Good luck.

Next week, the Grand Final will 
be held at the Leongatha courts. 
•	 Section 1: Inverloch v Western-

port.
•	 Section 2: Outtrim v Leongatha.

These four teams, please be at 
the courts by 12pm (noon) for 
team photos.

The Presentation Night will fol-
low in Korumburra at the Middle 
Hotel.

CRIME Stoppers Victoria 
(CSV) and the Victorian Skate-
boarding Association have 
been delivering free skate-
boarding sessions in various 
locations across Victoria and 
held their Kilcunda Jam Skate 
Sesh last Wednesday. 

With a focus on the east 
this year, The Y’s Jerrie Libe-
rati, Elliott Bates and Angus 
Crook joined Aiden Bloom-
field of Crime Stoppers at the 
new skate park – encourag-
ing youth to utilise their local 
skate park and learn a new 
skillset. 

The program provides op-
portunities for young people 
to participate in skateboard-
ing, while connecting them 
with employment service pro-
viders. Crime Stoppers staff 
are also available to share 
community safety information 
with participants. This is not a 
Victoria Police initiative. 

Engagement from the public 
has been very positive. Since 
it began, the program has re-
ceived a fantastic response 
from young people and their 
families, with up to 30 partici-
pants attending each session. 

The Jams provide an  

opportunity for young people 
aged between 12 - 24 to be 
physically active, learn more 
about community safety and 
connect with local youth em-
ployment and transition to 
work services. They allow 
young people to discuss their 
future, consider employment 
opportunities and raise any 
community safety concerns.

Crime Stoppers Victoria 
Chief Executive Stella Smith 
said participating in employ-
ment or education can help to 
ensure young people stay con-
nected to their community.

Elliott and Angus are expe-
rienced skaters and work for 
The Y. The lessons are adapt-
able to suit the skating skillset 
of the attendees, but mostly 
teach them the basics of how 
to stand on a board, balance 
and to get on and off safely. 
They also emphasise resil-
ience and giving a new skill a 
go. 

“It is extremely important 
to engage and connect with 
young people in both regional 
and metro areas. We want to 
do this in a positive and fun 
way, teaching them new skate-
boarding skills and providing 

employment pathways.”
CSV reaches out to lo-

cal youth employment ser-
vices through the Transition 
to Work program. The local 
Transition to Work provider 
is Workforce Plus, who have 
been very supportive and have 
attended several Jams to talk 
directly to young people and 
provide advice and resources 
regarding finding employment 
or training opportunities. 

“We are also using this op-
portunity to let young people 
know more about community 
safety and how they can con-
nect with Crime Stoppers.”

Each participant receives a 
Crime Stoppers Victoria bag 
containing important commu-
nity safety and crime report-
ing information, plus free sta-
tionary. Crime Stoppers also 
giveaway skateboards to the 
attendees that have improved 
the most or showed a positive 
attitude during the Jam. 

The next Jam session will 
be held on Wednesday, March 
20 at Wonthaggi and Monday, 
April 15 in Inverloch. Free 
snacks and drinks are pro-
vided at each session. This is 
funded by Crime Stoppers.

PRELIMINARY Final Results
Section 1 Singles
Moe Red 3 – 6 – 40 def Moe Blue 

1 – 3 – 37
Section 2 Doubles
Neerim District 7 – 53 def War-

ragul 2 – 38
Section 2 Singles
Drouin Maroon 4 – 37 def Pax 

Hill 2 – 34
Grand Finals will be played on 

Saturday 23 March 2024 at Moe 
Tennis Club

Section 1 Singles
Moe White vs Moe Red
Section 2 Doubles
Hallora vs Neerim District
Section 2 Singles
Trafalgar vs Drouin Maroon

AM&DTA Semi 
Finals Results

Riverside Tennis

Aiden Cook from Leongatha jumped 1.48 metres to win gold 
at the Little Athletics State Titles on the weekend. 

Aiden jumps to new heights

Eight-year-old Harper Dykes 
at the Kilcunda skate park 
jam afternoon, hosted by 
Crime Stoppers and The Y. 
z03_1224

Local skate Jams encourage 
youth to stay connected

Aiden Bloomfield of Crime Stoppers with The Y’s Jerrie Liberati, Elliott Bates and Angus Crook hosting the Skate. Learn. 
Connect free skate jam at Kilcunda skate park. Z02_1224
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THERE was certainly some Irish ‘luck’ 
for Woolamai and District Racing Club’s 
St Patrick’s Day picnic races on Sunday 
March 17.

However, it wasn’t all just about St 
Patrick, as the race day was raising vi-
tal funds for the Phillip Island Commu-
nity Hospital thanks to the Phillip Island 
Health Hub Auxiliary.

Club secretary Abby Boyle was thrilled 
with the turn out and weather for the last 
race of their season.

“The weather has been kind to us, as 
the last one (previous year) was cold and 
wet,” she said.

“It was a much bigger crowd than we 
normally have at this meeting.”

Punters happily embraced the St Pat-
rick’s day ‘Fashions on the Field’, dress-
ing up for the occasion with plenty of Irish 

themed outfits.
While Phillip Island Health Hub Auxil-

iary members were busy selling raffles to 
help raise money towards the island’s new 
community hospital, which is expected to 
be finished this year.

With six races on the day, it was the last 
meeting for the season until it all kicks off 
again November with the club switching to 
maintenance and upkeep of the track.

Woolamai Premierships have been tak-
en out by:

Shaun Cooper - Jockey of the Year
Sophie Clayfield - Runner Up 
Troy Kilgower - Trainer of the Year
David Noonan - Runner Up
Shahin - Horse of the Year
Mannerist,
Doctor Coto,
More Than Involved - Equal Runners Up

  |  SPORTHORSE RACING

Luck of the Irish  
at Woolamai races

Jackie and Elizabeth ventured all the way from NSW for the races and dressed 
to impress with Jackie taking out the most fashionable award. Ns28_1224

Glenn of Korumburra and helper  
Eowyn were busy with Fashions on the 
Field entries. Ns29_1224

ABOVE AND BELOW: ‘Doctor Coto’ ridden by Caitlin King dominated the Big 
Wave Complex Open Trophy.

Bunkerdown takes the lead during 
the Rexy’s Birthday Bash Maiden Plate. 
Ns26_1224

John and Craig of Craig Parks Bookmaking were busy with punters. Ns36_1224

Bunkerdown just takes the lead during the Rexy’s Birthday Bash Maiden Plate. 
Ns26_1224

The ladies await the judges’ decision for the ‘Most Fashionable Female’ award. 
Ns34_1224

Glenn gets ready to announce the ‘Most Fashionable Female’ award. Ns38_1224
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SPORT  | GOLF
KORUMBURRA

RESULTS: Tuesday, March 12.
Stableford: 30 players.
A Grade: Steve Rose (8) 39.
B Grade: Steve McNamara (22) 

39.
NTPs: first Barry Kerr, seventh 

Steve Rose, 10th John Solly and 
13th Blayke Spokes.

Thursday, March 14:
Stableford: 19 players.
Winner: Ross Besley (12) 39 

points.
NTPs: first Andrew Westaway 

and seventh Robert Goss, 10th 
Steve Rose and 13th Tim Fowles. 

Saturday, March 16:
Chris Clements Cup 4BBB 

round one: 48 players.
Sponsor: Sean Bowler.
Net: Ian Morris and Barry Kerr 

60.
Gross: Mat Wrigley and Billie 

Wrigley 70.
NTPs: first Doc Dixon, seventh 

Mat Wrigley, 10th Blayke Spokes 
and 13th Ian Cash.

Ladies
THERE was a good field out 

enjoying the fine weather for the 
Wednesday March Monthly Med-
al on March 6.

Congratulations to Maree Wit-
tingslow, who won her first ever 
Monthly Medal, and so, was 
awarded the Tiny Teapot Café 
voucher. 

Maree (42) had a great score 
with 69 net to be top in C Grade 
and runner up was Colette Pearl 
(37), 73 net on a c/b.

The A Grade winner was Ker-
ri Besley (17), 72 net and Mer-
rissa Cosson (10) was runner 
up, 73 net and also had the best 
Scratch Score with 83.

Chris Rickard (27) won B 
Grade, 74 net and Kath Welsh 
(33) was not far behind, 75 net. 

The nine-hole comp was won 
by Julie Hislop with a nice 15 
points. 

NTPs Barb Twite first (Kelly’s 
Bakery voucher), Lyn Perks 
seventh (club voucher), Karen 
Sorrell, 13th (Burra Gardening 
Supplies). 

On Saturday, March 9, Alie-
sha Wrigley (20) was the win-
ner, 41 points and Julie Hillberg 
(22) was runner-up, 39 points. 
BDTL went to Judy Webb (23) 
36 points. 

NTPs were Trudi Mantell first 
Jenny Blackmore 10th. 

Last Wednesday was the Rich-
ie Beecroft Fourball Memorial 
Scratch and Handicap Event. 

Congratulations to the winning 
pairs, in the Scratch, Johanna 
VDH and Lyn McIvor with a 
score of 82. 

The handicap winning pair 
were Heather Grist and Kerri 
Besley with a score of 65net. 

NTPs were first Kim Enbom 
and 10th Heather Grist. 

The nine-hole competition was 
won by Barb Walker with 11 
points.

Twilight winners were Ian and 
Denice Gibson with 22 points.

Runners up with 20 points were 
Colette Pearl and Tim O’Neil. 

NTP on 10th Kevin Dixon.
On Saturday, nine pairs played 

a Stableford 4BBB event and the 
club welcomed visitors from the 
Peninsula. 

Thanks to sponsor Lee Clem-
ents for the lovely prizes. 

Winning with a fabulous score 
of 46 points were the Wrigley duo 
of Deb (26) and Aliesha (19). 

Runners up on a c/b with 44 
points were Colette Pearl (35) 
and Mandy Seater (54). 

NTPs were first Lyn McIvor, 
10th Deb Wrigley and 13th Kerri 
Besley.

LEONGATHA
TUESDAY, March 12: Stabl-

eford.
Tuesday’s Stableford event had 

a field of 58 members/guests 
with excellent scores being a 
highlight.

A Grade winner: Nath Wardle 
(9) with a score of 39 points.

A Grade runner up: Tim Mc-
Carthy (17) with a score of 37 
points.

B Grade winner: Donald Smith 
(20) with a score of 44 points.

B Grade runner up: Peter Stiv-
ic (20) with a score of 41 points 
on a countback.

NTP fifth second shot: Chad 
Clasby at 3.06m. NTP 14th: Re-
nato Monacella at .95m. NTP 
16th: Ian Trease at 1.95m.

Thursday, March 14: Stabl-
eford.

Thursday’s Stableford round 
had 79 members/guests enjoy-
ing a great day on course. 

Play started with a 9am shot-
gun start and players choosing 
their preferred coloured tee. 

A Grade winner: Steve Foster 
(14) with a score of 38 points.

A Grade runner up: Patrick 
Mitchell (13) with a score of 37 
points.

B Grade winner: Tim Mc-
Carthy (17) with a score of 39 
points.

B Grade runner up: David 
Forbes (19) with a score of 37 
points on a countback.

C Grade winner: Alan Sper-
ling (31) with a score of 42 
points.

C Grade runner up: Ian Wat-
son (34) with a score of 41 
points.

NTP fifth second shot: Hugh 
Goodman at 3.03m. NTP 14th: 
Norman Hughes at .62m. NTP 
16th: Dave Brownett at 2.10m.

Saturday, March 16: Stabl-
eford. 

This Stableford round had 98 
members/guests enjoying sub-
lime conditions. 

A Grade winner: Anthony 
Sparkes (12) with a score of 40 
points.

A Grade runner up: Nath 
Wardle (10) with a score of 38 
points.

B Grade winner: Mark Bil-
lows (14) with a score of 37 
points.

B Grade runner up: Nicholas 
Byrne (18) with a score of 36 
points on a countback.

C Grade winner: Colin Martin 
(22) with a score of 43 points.

C Grade runner up: Gerry 
Carcour (21) with a score of 39 
points on a countback.

D Grade winner: Andy Bassett 
(25) with a score of 39 points.

D Grade runner up: Lynda 
Bassett (37) with a score of 38 
points on a countback.

NTP fifth second shot: Andrew 
Henley at .85m. NTP 14th: Pe-
ter Read at 1.52m. NTP 16th: 
Christopher Leaver at 1.05m.

Ladies
AS A lead up to St Patrick’s 

Day, 28 women played an Irish 
4BBB. 

Those that were unable to 
make up a foursome played a 
Stableford event. 

The winning team, with a 
score of 89, included Joc-
elyn Howson, Cheryl Borg, life 
member Pat Pease and Jenny 
Teasdale. Runners up, with 87, 
were Pam Christensen, Marie 
Sands, Trish Owen, and Libby 
Seebeck. 

Bev Reinhard had the top 
score in the Stableford event 
finishing with 37 points. 

The runner up Nan Meagher 

was close behind on 36 points. 
Alison Strong won a ball 

down the line.
Janet Monk was closest to 

the flag on the 14th and Trish 
Owen on the 16th. 

Second shot on the fifth went 
to Lynda Bassett.
WONTHAGGI

RESULTS: March 14, SR. 
71.	

Competition: Stableford 18-hole.              
Winner: Peter Magnussen 41.
Runner up: Chris Wilkinson 39.
BDTL to 36.
Ball sweep: Ian Hack 37,  

Michael Scott 37, Peter Young 
37, Jim McEachern 36 and 
Glen Turner 36.

Results: March 14, SR. 34.5.
Competition: Stableford front 

nine-hole. 		
Winner: John Davis 22.
BDTL to 19.
Ball sweep: Willy Williams 21, 

Ken Cuman 20, Bob Cornelis 
20, Bill Howard 20 and Paul 
Cornelis 19.

Results: March 16, SR 71.
Competition: Stroke. 
Winner: 	
A: Ian Baker 71.
B: Ian Gilmour 66.
C: Geoff Prowd 65.	
BDTL to 71 C/B.
Ball sweep: Messy Chand 68, 

Theo Scholey 67, A Hooton-
Shandley 67, Grant MacKen-
zie 68, Peter Handley 70, Keith 
Ridout 70, Alan Wright 70, 
Jim Jordan 70, Gerald Mitch-
ell 71, Inoke Baudromo 71, 
Philip Studham 71 and Joshua 
Kilgour 71.

Eagle: Messy Chand 16th.  
NTPs: Steve Terrill second, 

Kevin Bayley fourth, Brad An-
drew eighth propin, Wayne 
Phillips 13th and Inoke Bau-
dromo 17th money hole.

	
Ladies

WEDNESDAY was a qualify-
ing round of the Lyla Taberner 
Board Foursomes event.

There were 14 pairs compet-
ing with the top four pairs to go 
on to match play.

Congratulations to mother 
and daughter Kathy Geyer and 
Karen Sheerin 106(39)67 net, 
who were the winners. 

The runners up were Marg 
Ryan and Anne Poulton 
99(30)69 net.

BDL went to Lisa Brusa-
marello and Pam Hanley 70, 
Irene Walsh and Donna Van 
Veenendaal 70.5, and Dot Gar-
ry and Simone Lindsay 74. 

NTP on eighth was Donna Van 
Veenendaal, and 13th and 17th 
Anne Walker.

WOORAYL
THE final round of the Dianne 

and John O’Connor Board Event 
was contested by some enthusi-
astic pairs.   

The daily event sponsored 
by Buzz Hairdressers was won 
by the hot pair of Linda For-
rester (26) and Sherrill Winkler 
(32) with a fantastic score of 43 
points.  

Runners up were Janet Thomp-
son (30) and Inge Giliam (35) 
with 40 points.  

BDL were Joan Smith and 
Jodie Smith, and the other pair 
of Jenny Riseley and Heather 
Sullivan, both coming in with 39 
points on a count back.  

NTPs were eighth Jenny Rise-
ley, 11th Chris Gunn and 17th 
Elly Berryman. 

Congratulations to Sherrill and 
Linda as winners of the Dianne 
and John O’Connor 4BBB Board 
Event.

Grade winners at Korumburra’s March Monthly Medal were 
Maree Wittingslow (Monthly Medallist), Chris Rickard and 
Kerri Besley.

Winners of the Irish 4BBB Jenny Teasdale, Joc Howson, 
Cheryl Borg and Pat Pease with Stableford event winner Bev 
Reinhard at the Leongatha Golf Club. 

The Lyla Taberner Board Foursomes event winners Karen 
Sheerin and Kathy Geyer with runners up Anne Poulton and 
Marg Ryan at the Wonthaggi Golf Club.

The final round of Woorayl Golf Club’s Dianne and John 
O’Connor Board Event was won by Sherrill Winkler and Linder 
Forrester, with Inge Gilliam and Janet Thompson runners up. 

Korumburra RB4BBB Memorial Scratch winners Lyn McIvor 
and Johanna van denHeiligenberg, with net winners Heather 
Grist and Kerri Besley.

Korumburra’s Saturday 4BBB runners up Mandy Seater and 
Colette Pearl, sponsor Lee Clements, and winners Deb and 
Aliesha Wrigley.
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INVERLOCH
THURSDAY social bowls saw 

26 bowlers roll up to test their 
skills against each other. 

The keen participants were 
split into two teams of Triples 
and six Fours. 

Two games of 10 ends each 
were played. 

Some excellent shots were seen 
throughout the day. 

The hard luck story of the day 
went to the team of John Turn-
er (skip), Karen Orford, Peter 
Gentsch and Pat Sheedy with a 
win and a draw with 25 points. 

The runners up finished with a 
win and a draw and 27 points. 

This team consisted of Nic Van 
Grunsven (skip), Christine Corri-
gan and Carol Thorn. 

The eventual winners on the 
day were Bruce Corrigan (skip), 
Joyce Arnold and Patrick Bowd.

They finished with two wins 
and 30 points.

KORUMBURRA
WITH much anticipation, Ko-

rumburra headed to Leongatha on 
Tuesday to play Wonthaggi in the 
grand final of Midweek pennant.

Alas, it was not a match with 
the Wonthaggi side. 

Jenny Mcveigh went down 17 
shots to 12, Judith Nicholl went 
down 22 shots to 17 and Jo Lo-
magno  lost 24 shots to 14 – not 
a good result, but after finishing 
near the bottom last year quite a 
turnaround, well done to all who 
contributed.

On Friday, the ladies held its 
annual Tournament Day spon-
sored by O'Donnell Optical with 
14 teams in attendance.

A good day was had by all.
Winners on the day were the 

Phillip Island / Wonthaggi com-
bination of Sandra Read, Glenda 
Grazules and Sue Parker. Run-
ners up were Moe combination of 
Brenda Hosking, Olive Long and 
Lyn Akarsu. 

Best last game went to the local 
team of Heather Garnham, Vera 
Sund and Lena Harfield. 

Well done to all, and thanks to 
Dennis and Sue O'Donnell for 
their sponsorship.

MIDWEEK
IT was a lovely day on Thursday, 

allowing 41 of the family of bowl-
ers to meet up at Lang Lang for a 
very enjoyable day of bowls.

Lots of excellent bowling as well 
as a few wayward shots, but a 
great day was had by one and all.

It was great to see so many "new" 
players, including a couple down 
from Queensland and passing 
through on their tour around the 
country.

Thank you to Rob for standing 
in for John, as John relaxes on a 
cruise.

Also thanks to Peter, Pauline, 
Vern, David, Jenny, Vicki and all 
the Lang Lang people who helped 
clear up both before and after play.

The winners on 38 points were 
Peter Borradale (S), Rob Jeffries 
(3) and Frank Verco (L).

Runners up on 37 points were 
Rob Pretty (S), Peter McWilliams 
(3) and Peter Thorley (L).

Best one game winners on 25 
points were Peter Gratton (S), Raff 
Merante (3) and Tony Morris (L).

It was good to see Marianne back 
behind the bar, always a friendly 
smile and lots of laughter.

A few more gold coins were add-
ed to the charity jar for the Royal 
Children’s Hospital – the group 
thanks all players for their help 
with this collection.

Next week, bowlers will meet 
up at Corinella to once again  

challenge their friends in combat.
Could everyone please be onsite 

by 10am to allow Peter time to pre-
pare the teams.

Meanwhile, have a safe week and 
see you all next Thursday.

WONTHAGGI
ONCE again, it was a good week 

at the club. 
Tuesday, on a fine day perfect 

for bowls, saw Division 1 and Di-
vision 2 play off in the grand finals 
at Leongatha. 

Division 1 set about the task of 
beating Korumburra. 

After a steady start, Wonthaggi 
was able to keep the pressure lev-
el up and was able to get a break 
on all three rinks. 

The final score Wonthaggi 63 
Korumburra 43. 

Division 2 was locked in a battle 
with Tarwin. 

All three rinks played well with 
Tarwin getting a break on one to 
keep the scores close all day. 

The final scores Wonthaggi 53 
Tarwin 57.

Wednesday saw a smaller field 
grace the greens as there was two 
events at local clubs. 

There was only one team that 
was a two-game winner, with a 
score of two wins and 30 points. 

The club also had a visitor from 
White Hills, which is near Bendigo. 

The winners were Ken Gage, 
John Migliorisi and Syd Gostling.

Thursday saw a good number of 
bowlers enjoy the fine mild weath-
er for a game of bowls.

Saturday saw the Midweek Pen-
nant Division 1 winners travel to 
Newborough to play against the 
Strzelecki North region winners. 

On a fine day, Wonthaggi set 
about the task against a team that 
were playing on their home turf.

It was a grass green, something 
Wonthaggi is not used to anymore. 

Not to be denied, Wonthaggi 
played well on all three rinks to 
record a very good win. 

The final scores Wonthaggi 55 
Newborough 49. 

This win puts Wonthaggi into 
the State Championships in May 
to played at Moama.

Saturday also saw social bowls 
which saw a good number of 
bowlers grace the greens on a fine 
sunny day. 

There were two teams that were 
two game winners, with the win-
ners on the day being Rob Dennis, 
Lyn Tagell and Bruce Irvine with a 
score of two wins and 35 points.

Bowls this week: Wednesday so-
cial bowls at 1pm, Thursday so-
cial bowls at 10am, Friday coach-
ing at 10am and Saturday social 
bowls at 1pm.

WONTHAGGI Indoor
AFTER a very hot weekend, it 

was a relief to be back in air-con-
ditioned comfort in the hall en-
joying playing bowls with friends. 

There was a total this week of 
44 players – 24 on Tuesday and 
20 on Friday. 

Tuesday’s winners with a plus 
16 were Jean Wylde, Brian New-
man and John Stewart. 

Runners up on plus five were 
Pat Smith, Linda Newman and 
Gwen Clancy. 

Friday’s winners on plus 17, 
winning two games were Linda 
Newman, John Bird and Fred 
Demenech.  

Runners up on plus 20, win-
ning one game only, were Jenny 
Bakker, Jeannie Slocombe, Lau-
rie Culp and Jos Kemper.  

A reminder next Tuesday, 
March 19, the bowlers will be 
playing their Singles Champion-
ships.

  |  SPORTBOWLS

Wonthaggi Bowls Club. Strzelecki Region Midweek Pennant premiers, played last Saturday at 
Newborough. 

The South West Gippsland Midweek Bowls 
Group runners up were Peter McWilliams (3), 
Peter Thorley (L) and Rob Pretty (S).

The best one game winners for the South West 
Gippsland Midweek Bowls Group were Tony 
Morris (L), Raff Merante (3) and Peter Gratton (S).

Bruce Corrigan (Skip), Joyce Arnold and Patrick Bowd were Inverloch Bowling Club’s social 
bowls winners. 

Korumburra Bowling Club’s Tournament Day 
best last game winners were Heather Garnham, 
Vera Sund and Lena Harfield.

Korumburra Bowling Club’s Tournament Day – 
sponsored by O’Donnell Optical – winners were 
Sandra Read, Sue Parker and Glenda Grazules.

Frank Verco (L), Peter Borradale (S) and Rob Jeffries (3) were the South West Gippsland 
Midweek Bowls Group winners on Thursday.
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Preparing for your Easter guests is easy...
Australian made

Innerspring 
mattresses
In-store. Ready to go.

see us todaysee us today

119 Graham Street, Wonthaggi. 
Phone 5672 1027

Serving Wonthaggi and district  
          for over 100 years! Like us on

Beds
IN STOCK NOW

Sofa Beds
IN STOCK NOW

33

33

Melbourne
Furnishing Co

Wonthaggi  -  Est. 1910

Sentinel-TimesFOOTY  TIPPING
KRIS 

BAKER

78-80 Watt Street, 
Wonthaggi
5672 5760

Collingwood 
Adelaide

North Melbourne 
Melbourne

Sydney 
Western Bulldogs

Port Adelaide
GWS

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  4

7

ADAM 
WARE

129-131 Graham Street, 
Wonthaggi

1800 358 131 

Collingwood 
Adelaide 

Fremantle
Melbourne
Essendon

Gold Coast Suns
Port Adelaide

GWS

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  6

9

BJS Agencies (Leongatha) Pty Ltd

5/8 Smith Street, Leongatha

Phone: 5662 2504

Email: info@bjsib.com.au

DON’T CRY OVER
SPILT MILK
DON’T CRY OVER
SPILT MILK

BJS Insurance Brokers (Gippsland) Pty Ltd

129-131 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

Phone: 5671 3600

Email: gippsland@bjsib.com.au

Enjoy greatly enhanced

available exclusively to BJS clients
Milk Contamination Cover

Enjoy greatly enhanced

available exclusively to BJS clients
Milk Contamination Cover

CompetitionCompetition

DARRYL 
McGANNON

1 Roughead Street,
Leongatha
5662 2327

Collingwood
Adelaide

Fremantle
Melbourne

Sydney
Western Bulldogs

Port Adelaide
GWS

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  7

9

PETER 
FORT

47 Station Street, 
Korumburra 
0417 332 141 

Collingwood
Adelaide

Fremantle
Melbourne
Essendon

Western Bulldogs
Richmond

GWS

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  7

8

Collingwood
Geelong

North Melbourne 
Hawthorn 

Sydney
Western Bulldogs

Port Adelaide
GWS 

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  6

SHANE 
COOKE 

7-13 Hughes Street, 
Leongatha
5662 2302

8

BEN
FISHER

81 Commercial Street,
Korumburra
5655 1024

Collingwood 
Adelaide 

North Melbourne 
Melbourne

Sydney 
Western Bulldogs 

Port Adelaide
GWS

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  6

9

54 Graham Street, 
Wonthaggi
5672 1311

Collingwood
Adelaide

Fremantle
Melbourne

Sydney
Western Bulldogs

Port Adelaide
GWS

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  5

7

EDDIE 
CHANDLER

KEITH
KELLY

PHIL 
HARDY

Collingwood
Adelaide 

North Melbourne
Melbourne 

Sydney
Gold Coast Suns

Port Adelaide
GWS

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  7

10

317 White Road, 
Wonthaggi
5672 4017

LIGHT ENGINESBass Coast

DAVID
ENGLAND             

119 Graham Street, 
Wonthaggi   
5672 1027

Collingwood 
Adelaide

North Melbourne
Melbourne

Sydney
Gold Coast Suns

Port Adelaide
GWS 

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  7

8

8/43-49 Little Commercial 
Street, Korumburra

0411 181 577

Collingwood
Adelaide 

North Melbourne
Melbourne 

Sydney
Gold Coast Suns

Port Adelaide
GWS 

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  6

8

JACK 
GILCHRIST

JASSY 
BATROUNEY

HAYDEN 
POPPE

6/6 Cyclone Street, 
Wonthaggi
5672 2543

St Kilda 
Adelaide

North Melbourne 
Melbourne

Sydney 
Western Bulldogs

Port Adelaide
GWS 

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  7

9

          

BRAD
HODSON

15/17 Murray Street,
Wonthaggi
5672 5878

Collingwood 
Geelong

North Melbourne
Melbourne
Essendon

Gold Coast Suns
Port Adelaide

GWS

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  6

7

Melbourne
Furnishing Co

Wonthaggi  -  Est. 1910
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1GET THE POWER OF AUSTRALIA’S BIGGEST INDEPENDENT
78 Watt Street, Wonthaggi  |  5672 5760  |  www.tyrepowerwonthaggi.com.au

The best tyre service in South Gippsland!
• The latest and best equipment in the region
• HUGE range of stock available in-store
• Friendly, professional, welcoming staff

Our guarantee, you won’t find better service or workmanship!

With over 32 years’ of industry 
experience in wheel alignments, 
suspension, wheels and tyres, 
Kris and the team are your 
trusted professionals!
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Dylan Clark 10

Phil Hardy 10

Aaron Rigby 9

Adam Ware 9

Ben Fisher 9

Carl Lindsay 9

Craig & Darren 9

Darryl McGannon 9

Hayden Poppe 9

Justin Caporale 9

 Alex Geyer 8

David England 8

Jack & Jassy 8

Peter Fort 8

Rod O’Neill 8

Shane Cooke 8

Warren Stewart 8

Ant Cook 7

Brad Hodson 7

Keith & Eddie 7

Kris Baker 7

Phil & Cathal 7

Steve Curtis 4

LEADERBOARD
AFTER  ROUND  1
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WARREN
STEWART
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ROD
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RACING at Nyora Raceway on 
Saturday night (March 16) gave 
motorsport fans some fast and furi-
ous competition to enjoy with Pak-
enham man Damien Miller winning 
the Robert Bickham Memorial for 
Sports Sedans, Nick Parker win-
ning the Compact Speedcar aggre-
gate event, Shannon Meakins win-
ning the Hot Rods aggregate event 
and Caroline Allen from Warragul 
winning the Ladies Standard Sa-
loon ‘Pink Night’ feature.

Sports Sedan racers in South 
Gippsland and Melbourne’s south-
east and eastern suburbs look for-
ward to the memorial race at Nyora 
for Robert Bickham each season 
and in the five seasons it’s been 
scheduled, wins go by the way of 
Brendan Miller and then Damien 
Miller twice, and now make that 
three times with COVID and rain 
outs in-between.  

Across six qualifying heats on 
race night this year Damien Miller 
won heat one, with Simon Bent 
winning the next, Warragul based 
racer Ray Gould won heat three 
only just defeating Shona Bent, 
Miller again won in the fourth with 
Simon Bent right on his tail, before 
Miller clean swept all his heat races 
winning heat number five in a close 
one with Jayde Aarts and Simon 
Bent taking the win in the closing 
qualifying soon after. 

Twenty-four laps in correlation 
with Bickham’s own race car num-
ber awaited the drivers for the fea-
ture event. Fifteen cars lined up to 
compete with eleven of those fifteen 
not seeing the distance due to me-
chanical issues, tyre flats or other 
concerns, including Simon Bent 
the second top qualifier. Miller 
claimed a third victory in the race 
with Braiden Webster from Inver-
loch second, Troy Desmond-Veal 
third and Gavan Dorain the only 
other finisher in fourth. 

Compact Speedcars brought 
their fast and furious little rockets 
to Nyora for one of their Victorian 
Compact Speedcar Clubs points 
events. Across four heat races Nick 
Parker who doubles as a Speed-
car racer in the big brother class 
to the Compacts claimed a win 
in heat one driver for the Trevor 
Perry Chassis team with the boss 
Trevor Perry himself in second 
place ahead of Justin Paull. Parker 
scorched around Nyora setting a 
new one lap record of 14.883 over 
.200 of a second faster than the 
previous record. The ten-lap race 
time was also a new record at the 
track now standing at 2:35.755.

Paull from Montrose, the cur-
rent New South Wales champion 
defeated his sister Tania Hallett in 
heat two with Terry Brown coming 
through for third. Parker again de-
feated his car owner Perry in heat 
three with Paull again third in that 
race. For the third time in the night 
and clean sweeping all his quali-
fying races Parker defeated Perry 
and Dale Hallett in the final qualify-
ing race. 

In a twenty-lap feature event 
Parker secured a perfect night for 

him and his car owner as he held 
the lead through to the end. Whilst 
Perry was a non-finisher, Parker 
went on to defeat Paull, Dale Hallett, 
Glen Wiles and Matt Papa in the fea-
ture event for Compact Speedcars. 
A twenty-lap record was also slot-
ted into the record books for Parker 
with a race time of 5:18.442.

Ladies Standard Saloon drivers 
competed in the ‘Pink Night’ fea-
ture event raising awareness and 
support towards breast cancer. 
One of the hottest competitors of 
the season thus far has been Bree 
Walker from the Latrobe Valley 
and she started well in heat one of 
the night claiming a win in front of 
Caroline Allen and Elise Halliday. 
Allen claimed victory in the second 
race with Katie Meyer second and 
Halliday also from Latrobe Valley 
in third. Meyer claimed the win in 
heat three with Walker and Allen 
finishing behind the visiting driver 
from Victoria’s northeast to round 
out the three qualifying races.

In a big redemption victory for 
herself and her supporters, Allen 
then went on to claim victory in a 
hotly contested feature race with 
Walker second, Meyer third, Hal-
liday in fourth and Shana Hilsdon 
crossing the line in fifth.

With a looming Victorian state 
title in the next two weeks, en-
tries in the Standard Saloon Open 
class were low with just a hand-
ful of starters. Aaron Cormack 
and Kacey Ingram from Warragul 
twice shared the three heat victo-
ries between them. Claiming vic-
tory in a short sprint for the final 
was Poowong’s Owen Cecil with a 
margin of less than half a car be-
tween he and Ingram in second, 
with Bree Walker third and head of 
Luke King and Matthew Bronson 
rounding out the finishers.

Modified Sedan competitors, par-
ticularly those aligned with Nyora 
as a club, were given an opportu-
nity to squirt some dirt and a hand-
ful of drivers took that with Mitch 
Smith winning heat race number 
one. Andrew Dike then claimed 
wins in heat two and three before 
Dike went on in an eight-lap final to 
secure the night’s Modified Sedan 
first place spot ahead of Smith and 
Jarred Hooper. 

Rounding out all our racing for 
Saturday night was the visiting 
Speedway Drivers Association 
of Victoria Hot Rods. From Mel-
bourne’s eastern suburbs Brendan 
Roberts was a winner in heat one 
from Mornington Peninsula based 
racer Neil Sixtus and Tony Green. 
Victorian champion Shannon Mea-
kins then won the second heat race 
of the day with a win in front of 
Tony Greena and Andrew Kemp. 
Meakins won again in heat three in 
front of Roberts and Green. Clos-
ing out the evening and taking an-
other feature race victory was Mea-
kins. He defeated Roberts Sixtus, 
Kemp, and Kali Hovey. 

Miller, Parker, Allen, Meakins  
win feature events at Nyora

IF THE opening round of 
the Penrite ProMX Champion-
ship, presented by AMX Super-
stores, at Wonthaggi in Victoria 
is any indication, the 2024 se-
ries is going to be one for the 
books.

Honda Racing has set the 
tone as the team to beat, as 
Kyle Webster claimed a double-
moto victory in the premier 
Thor MX1 class, and Brodie 
Connolly and Noah Ferguson 
traded race wins and tied on 
points in Pirelli MX2.

In MAXXIS MX3 it was an all-
WBR Yamaha Bulk Nutrients 
Racing podium led by Koby 
Hantis, while in EZILIFT MXW 
there was no denying defend-
ing two-time champion Charli 
Cannon in her official debut as 
part of Honda Racing.

Thor MX1 
Boost Mobile Honda Racing’s 

Kyle Webster lived up to the 
pre-season hype by claiming 
an emphatic victory and round 
win, flanked by CDR Yamaha 
Monster Energy’s Jed Beaton 
(second) and national number 
one Dean Ferris (third).

Beaton led the early charge 
with a blistering qualifying 
time in the AMX Superstores 
Top 10 Pole Shootout, setting a 
lap time that was 1.95s faster 
than Empire Kawasaki’s new 
pilot, Luke Clout. Honda pair-
ing Webster (who led the regu-
lar qualifying session) and Wil-
son Todd finished the shootout 
ahead of KTM Racing Team’s 
fifth-placed Nathan Crawford.

When the gate dropped on the 
first MX1 race of the 2024 sea-
son, Webster surged off the line 
and grabbed an enormous WP 
Holeshot ahead of Todd and 
Clout. It only took a couple of 
laps for Beaton to muscle his 
way up to second, but Webster 
was able to hold the CDR sign-
ing at bay for the entire race to 
take the opening moto win.

A full 44 seconds behind Bea-
ton was Todd, who had a rea-
sonably lonely ride in third as 
he finished five seconds ahead 
of defending champion Ferris, 
who only got stronger as the 
race progressed. Clout finished 
the opening moto in P5.

In the final MX1 race of the 
day, Webster was awarded the 
holeshot, but he was quickly 
overtaken by Ferris, who tried 
to build a gap over the chasing 
field. Beaton put in a charge to 
get past both riders and into 
the lead, but it all came undone 
in the final stages of the race 
when a mistake around the 

rutted circuit saw the Yamaha 
rider fall into the clutches of 
Webster.

Webster pounced, passing 
Beaton and claiming both the 
moto and round win in the 
process. Beaton crossed the 
line two seconds later, while 
Ferris finished a distant third. 
Encouraging performances by 
class rookies Crawford and 
Todd saw them finish fourth 
and fifth, respectively.

Pirelli MX2 
Polyflor Honda Racing’s Bro-

die Connolly claimed the Pirelli 
MX2 class overall win courtesy 
of a 2-1 result from the two rac-
es, while Boost Mobile Honda 
Racing’s Noah Ferguson and 
Ryder Kingsford (Yamalube Ya-
maha Racing) finished the day 
on the round podium.

Kingsford put down a scorch-
ing lap to top qualifying by 
almost one second over Con-
nolly, with MX2 rookies Jack 
Mather (Raceline Husqvarna 
Racing Team) and Byron Den-
nis (GASGAS Racing Team) 
starting their seasons strongly 
with third- and fourth-fastest 
lap times. Mather’s teammate 
Rhys Budd finished the session 
in P5.

Connolly scored the WP Hole-
shot in the opening MX2 moto 
and wasted no time stretch-
ing out an early lead. However, 
Ferguson put in a mammoth 
charge to close the gap and 
take the lead midway through 
the session. Connolly threw 
everything at him in the final 
laps, but Ferguson held on to 
take his first-career moto win 
in the class.

Teenager Dennis put in an 
impressive come-from-behind 
ride to finish on the podium 
in his first MX2 race, as he led 
Ryder Kingsford (Yamalube Ya-
maha Racing) to the chequered 
flag. Froth Honda Racing’s 
Alex Larwood put a first-turn 
near miss behind him to come 
through the field and finish a 
hard-fought fifth.

Connolly grabbed the moto 
two holeshot and never looked 
back as he charged to a com-
fortable win. The Kiwi quickly 
established and managed a 
12-second lead over the rest of 
the field, cruising to the overall 
ahead of Kingsford.

Around the chopped-up Won-
thaggi circuit, moto one winner, 
Ferguson, put on a remark-
able charge from the middle of 
the pack to finish third while 
another fast-finisher, Jayce 
Cosford (Yamalube Yamaha  

Racing) crossed the line in P4. 
Budd finished in fifth position.

MAXXIS MX3 
It was a dream start to the 

MAXXIS MX3 class season for 
WBR Yamaha Bulk Nutrients 
Racing, as the team locked out 
all three podium spots after an 
unpredictable day of action. 
Koby Hantis came away from 
the opening round with the 
overall win, ahead of his team-
mates Kobe Drew and Kayd 
Kingsford.

In the opening race, GASGAS 
rider Ky Woods led the full 
40-rider MX3 gate through the 
first turn with the WP Holeshot 
and was never headed as he 
powered to a seven-second win 
over Drew. KTM rider Jet Al-
sop put in a great come-from-
behind effort to finish the moto 
third.

WBR riders ruled the roost 
in the second moto, with Han-
tis putting in a remarkable 
late-race charge past the front-
runners to take an eight-sec-
ond win over his teammates 
Kingsford and Drew. Moto one 
winner Woods crashed out of 
overall contention late in the 
session and DNF’d the race.

EZILIFT MXW 
She might be with a new 

manufacturer, but SCT Lo-
gistics Honda Racing’s Charli 
Cannon has again established 
herself as the rider to beat in 
the EZILIFT MXW class, domi-
nating both races to take the 
overall from Husqvarna rider 
Taylor Thompson and young 
off-road racing star Danielle 
McDonald (Yamaha JGR Bal-
lard’s Off-Road Team).

When the gates dropped 
on the season-opening MXW 
moto, it was Taylor Thomp-
son (Husqvarna) with the 
WP Holeshot, but defending 
champion Cannon powered 
quickly into the lead and set 
sail.

Cannon would comfortably 
win by more than 17 seconds 
over Thompson, while McDon-
ald finished third, capitalis-
ing on a last-lap mistake from 
GASGAS Elliott Brothers Race 
Team’s Madison Healey.

Cannon scored the holeshot 
of the second race and put in 
a ruthless charge to dominate 
the MXW field by 20 seconds. 
Thompson again finished sec-
ond, while McDonald fended 
off a fiery battle from Emma 
Milesevic (Nutrien Honda Rac-
ing) to take a hard-earned P3 
result.

SPORT  | MOTOCROSSSPORT  | MOTOR SPORT

Red riders reign as Wonthaggi 
starts ProMX Championship

By Dean Thompson,  
DMT Speedway Media  
for Nyora Raceway Inc

Damien Miller from Pakenham winner of the Robert Bickham 
Memorial.

Factory Honda pair Brodie Connolly and Noah Ferguson went 1-2 in Pirelli MX2.
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SPORTS
Patterson eyes triumph in city return

Three-time global med-
allist Eleanor Patterson 
is poised for a soaring 
homecoming in her first 
Sydney competition since 
2020, with this Satur-
day’s Chemist Warehouse 
Sydney Track Classic cel-
ebrating her eagerly await-
ed return to the city she 
now calls home.

The meet not only marks 
the 2022 world champi-
on’s return to competitive 
high jumping domestically 
after a stint overseas for 
the World Athletics indoor 
season, but also serves as 
a precursor to her jour-
ney towards the Chem-
ist Warehouse Australian 
Athletics Championships 
in Adelaide, and ulti-
mately, the Paris Olympic 
Games.

“I’m feeling like I’m in 
good condition but it’s just 
a matter of bringing it out 
(on) Saturday,” Patterson 
said.

“I’m really looking for-
ward to competing here 
at home. I’ve seen ath-
letes having so much fun 
competing here in Aus-
tralia with big crowds at 
each meet, so I’m hoping 
to have that same home-
town support to spur me 
to some big jumps.”

Leaping to a then-equal 
area record of 2.02m 
at the World Athletics 
Championships in Oregon 
in 2022, Patterson be-
came the first Australian  

women’s high jump gold 
medallist and the 10th 
Australian able-bodied 
track and field athlete to 
claim a world title.

Since then she has 
claimed Commonwealth 
silver, World Indoor 
Championships silver, 
and in a remarkable dis-
play after an injury-inter-
rupted season, a silver 
medal at the 2023 World 
Championships.

“Entering into 2024, 
the Olympic year holds 
great importance. It’s a 
year where athletes are 
putting their best foot 
forward, and I know I’m 
doing that. Competing at 

home feels like the right  
stepping-stone for my 
preparation for Paris.”

Born and raised in Leon-
gatha but now a city-girl, 
Patterson’s excitement for 
Saturday extends beyond 
her own performance as 
crowds get ready to wit-
ness the next generation in 
action, with teenage team-
mate Erin Shaw, (1.90m) 
a World Championships 
representative in her own 
right, and Izobelle Lou-
ison-Roe (1.86m) set to 
shine at Sydney’s biggest 
track and field meet at E.S 
Marks Athletics Field.

“It’s incredible to see 
the young guns, like Erin 
and Izzy pulling impres-
sive performances at their 
age,” Patterson said.

“Both myself and Nicola 
(Olyslagers, Olympic sil-
ver medallist) push each 
other, creating a standard 
that inspires the young-
er ones. What we have 
achieved shows that it’s 
possible to excel on the 
world stage – something I 
dreamed of from my little 
country town. Now it’s 
their turn to shine too.”

The Sydney Track Clas-
sic is a World Athletics 
Continental Tour Chal-
lenger meet and part of 
the Chemist Warehouse 
Summer Series. The meet 
will begin at 4pm AEDT, 
and will be streamed live 
and free on Seven’s digital 
platform, 7plus.

Patterson will take to the 
stage in front of a home 
crowd this Saturday.

BEFORE a ball was even kicked, 2023 
was already a historic year for football in 
the Gippsland region. 

This was due to the unanimous decision 
on November 1, 2022, made collectively 
by the boards of Latrobe United Women’s 
Football Club, Warragul United Soccer Club 
and Gippsland Football Club, to amalgam-
ate as one footballing powerhouse known 
as Gippsland United Football Club. 

The three organisations worked together 
over several months to develop a model 
that will strengthen the position of football 
in Gippsland. This alignment of senior 
women’s, men’s and junior boys and girls’ 
football, will reinvigorate and provide sus-
tainable pathways for aspiring footballers 
in the Gippsland region.

The first year came and went in a flash 
and the club held its first annual general 
meeting on Wednesday, November 22, 
2023, which highlighted how success could 
be found on and off the pitch for Gippsland 
United in 2023.

“In our inaugural season, I am proud to 
say that what we have been able to achieve 
as a new organisation in such a short pe-
riod of time is above and beyond my own 
lofty expectations,” club president Peter 
O’Dea said. 

O’Dea concluded by thanking every mem-
ber for contributing to what has been a 
truly remarkable year.

Gippsland United was proud to announce 
that it is a financially compliant club, after 
Football Victoria published a statewide 
‘Club Debt in Victoria’ report for 2023.

In its inaugural year, United had 357 reg-
istered players across 15 teams. 

It ran a Skills Acquisition Program (SAP), 
Girls Development Program (GDP) and 
MiniRoos Program. 

Gippsland United successfully organised 
the appointment of 50 coaches and as-
sistants. The club worked in partnership 
with 28 sponsors and had 41 committee 
members participate in regular meetings 
throughout the year. 

Two senior women’s sides represented 
the region with the State League 3 Women’s 
team winning their league in what was a fai-
rytale first season under coach Jason Red-
diex, as they secured promotion to State 
league 2. Shanasai Iorangi was the stand 
out player in leading her side to promotion, 
scoring 20 goals in 18 games. 

The State League 4 Women’s side had a 
more difficult season compared to their 
champion counterparts, but were success-
ful in maintaining their status in their divi-
sion for the upcoming season.

The State League 1 Men’s senior team 
had one of their most competitive and im-
pressive seasons in years, finishing sixth on 
their league table with 31 points. 

The men’s reserves side were trium-
phant, under coach Jason Dastey, in win-
ning a historic league title. 

After only losing two games all season, 
amassing an insurmountable 52 points, 
pipping rivals Malvern City to top spot by 
one solitary point, the players lifted the 
club’s first men’s reserves title since 1990. 

Pre-NPL holds the focus of preparing tal-
ented youth for the jump to JBNPL. 

Gippsland United fielded two Pre-NPL 
teams for U12 and 13 boys. 

Both teams acquitted themselves  
superbly, with the U12’s topping their 
league, bringing home Gippsland’s third 
piece of silverware for the season. 

Gippsland had three age groups repre-
senting the club at the JBNPL level, includ-
ing U14’s, 15’s and 18’s. 

At a community level, United entered a 
total of five teams that competed in Football 
Victoria’s metropolitan leagues. 

The club also ran a Skills Acquisition 
Program (SAP) for Central, South and West 
Gippsland girls and boys aged 10-12. 

Finally, in line with their commitment to 
growing female participation, United pro-
vided young girls the introductory opportu-
nity to experience the game of football via 
their Girls Development Program (GDP).

Gippsland United will look to build on 
the success of 2023 by staying committed 
to continually providing football programs 
for community juniors and a talent path-
way into the senior program for both male 
and female participants.

Weekend Results
Under 14s: Traditionally United have 

had close battles with Bentleigh over the 
last couple of seasons so expectations 
were tempered but high in regards to se-
curing a positive result.

The team started the day missing three 
midfield players and one defender due to 
injuries and suspension, but the first ten 
minutes of the game you would not have 
known.

McCann-Diston again managed to draw 
and convert a penalty after another tough 
run down the wing within the first minutes 
of the game. Unfortunately that is where the 
highlight reel would stop for the day. The 
Greens opened up and quickly took charge 
of the game and smashed in four first half 
goals that left United looking at each other 
and all over the park for answers.

In the second half United tried to con-
trol play and claw back the deficit, but un-
fortunately Bentleigh was too strong and 
controlled play. The last ten minutes of 
the game saw the Greens slam in another 
three goals to put the result to bed and 
quiet the home crowd.

Final score Bentleigh Greens 7 - United 1

Under 18s: This weekend Gippsland 
United FC hosted rivals Bentleigh Greens 
and our boys went out on the field looking 
strong and ready for a competitive game.

The teams were looking evenly matched 
when Levy kicked a beautiful scissor kick 
goal over the head of their goalie hitting the 
sweet spot at the back of the net and put-
ting Gippsland in the lead.

Unfortunately, five minutes later Bentle-
igh answered with a goal of their own, eve-
ning the score. Our boys defended hard 
but the half time score put the opposition 
in the lead 3-1.

In the second half GUFC had control of 
the ball and Lucas managed to get a great 
goal past the keeper but unfortunately 
even with their hard work Gippsland 
could not  convert their many opportuni-
ties into goals and Bentleigh Greens ended 
the game with a 5-2 win. 

Gippsland United Football Club is looking forward to the 2024 season. 

A year in review and beyond
By Solomon Nash
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Kilcunda-Bass 2/258 d Nyora 6/253
Nyora – 1st INNINGS: C Knox 20, J Knox 80,  
K Linford 19, B Pugh 29, L Brock 4, D Blackney 36, 
K Maclure 35*, W Dixon 0*
Bowling: K McLean 1/22, T Stacey 1/58,  
A Blackney 1/67, S Tapscott 2/45, A Joseph 0/36, 
J Dickson 0/2, P Cornelis 1/13
Kilcunda-Bass – 1st INNINGS: 
Kevin McLean 47, Gregory Miller 150*,  
Scott Williams 33,  J Dickson 5*
Scores incomplete at time of printing.

Phillip Island 227 d Town 192
Phillip Island – 1st INNINGS: Gavin Excell 11, 
David Fusinato 4, S Niven 78, Drew Fusinato 17, 
P Francis 25, M Cleary 10, P Cleary 0, D Mani 19,  
J Parry 16, C Fall 21*, W Paterson 9
Bowling: T Strybosch 1/41, C Dowling 3/45,  
M Carter 1/11, P Kallookkaran 0/21, 
 H Livingstone 0/27, Y Ratnaike 3/34,  
P Carter 2/36
Town – 1st INNINGS: N Hodges 49, T Cashin 52, 
T Strybosch 19, M Carter 24, R Edwards 0,  
Y Ratnaike 2, PJ Kallookkaran 3, T Tootell 1,  
P Carter 7, C Dowling 8, H Livingstone 5*
Bowling: P Cleary 1/46, M Cleary  0/30,  
P Francis 1/38, C Fall 3/29, D Mani 2/23,  
J Johnston 2/18

C Grade

SPORT  | CRICKET

C Grade

IT will be the battle of the Sharks, with Phil-
lip Island and Kilcunda-Bass going head-to-
head in this season’s C Grade premiership.

Kilcunda-Bass won its clash against Nyora 
with a massive 122 run effort by Gregory 
Miller.

Playing at the Nyora Recreation Reserve, 
Kilcunda-Bass won the toss and sent Nyora 
into bat first.

The opening partnership of Colin and Jor-
dan Knox performed well, making 20 and 80 
runs respectively.

Captain Ben Pugh later added 29 runs, and 
Daniel Blackney and Keith Maclure rounded 
out the innings with 36 and 35 runs.

Maclure was not out at the end of the in-
nings.

Shaun Tapscot was Kilcunda-Bass’ top 
bowler, taking 2/45.

All other wickets were shared between four 
bowlers. Nyora finished off its innings with a 
score of 6/253.

Miller opened Kilcunda-Bass’ innings with 
Kevin McLean, who made 47 runs before he 
was dismissed LBW by Maclure.

Scott Williams added another 33 runs be-
fore his wicket fell to William Dixon.

Miller proved immovable and finished 
150 not out as the Sharks claimed the 
win.

Phillip Island is grand final ready
PHILLIP Island kept Leongatha Town 

under control and secured its place in the 
grand final.

Phillip Island won the toss and chose to 
bat.

The Sharks’ opening batsman Gavin 
Excell made 11 runs and was bowled by 
Cameron Dowling at 1/15.

This allowed Steve Niven to step up to 
the crease, who top scored with 78 runs 
before his wicket fell to Paul Carter at 
5/150.

Peter Francis and Chris Fall made 25 
and 21 runs respectively.

Fall was not out at the end of the innings.
Bowling honours were shared between 

Yuthil Ratnaike and Dowling, who claimed 
3/34 and 3/45 respectively.

Phillip Island was bowled out at 10/227.
Town had a strong start to the innings 

with opening batsmen Nigel Hodges and 
Tim Cashin making 49 and 52 runs.

Coming in at number four, Max Carter 
added 24 runs.

However, Phillip Island upped its pres-
sure and quickly worked its way through 
the rest of the order.

Fall was the standout bowler, taking 
3/29.

Multiple wickets also fell to Deane Mani 
and John Johnston.

Town reached a total of 10/192, seeing 
Phillip Island into the grand final.

Miller leads Sharks 
into season decider

Leongatha Town’s Tim Cashin survived this top-edge shot, just over the outstretched hand of the Phillip Island fieldsman 
in the C Grade semi-final at Rhyll, going on to top score with a measured half century.

Howzat! Leongatha Town’s Max Carter survives this 
vociferous appeal by Phillip Island to make a useful 24 in 
the C Grade semi-final.

Koonwarra/LRSL U13 award recipients. Photos: Jodie Arnup. Koonwarra/LRSL congratulated its U11s. 

Junior cricketers 
awarded

A WONDERFUL afternoon was had 
at Koonwarra Recreation Reserve on 
March 3, celebrating the wonderful 
achievements of Koonwarra L/RSL 
Cricket Club’s junior playing group.  

Congratulations to all, it was fantas-
tic to see so many smiles and families 
in attendance. 

To the first-year players – well done 
for having the courage to take up a new 
sport. 

To returning players – thank you for 
making everyone feel so welcome and 
comfortable. 

The club has a brilliant inclusive at-
mosphere and are proud of each and 
everyone of you. 

Congratulations to individual trophy 
recipients: Rob Wood Trophy, Best Ju-
nior Club Person – Tyson Lund.

The club looks forward to seeing re-
turning players, and all new players 
are welcome. 

See you all in season 2024/25.

Nicholas Botha received the coaches 
award, Reggie Read was presented with 
the bowling award, and the batting and 
fielding award went to Ryder Pedlow in 
the Koonwarra L/RSL U15s side.

Tyson Lund received the Rob Wood 
Trophy for Best Junior Club Person.

Regular Phillip Island finalist, Peter Francis added his 
experience to tight C Grade semi-final against Leongatha 
Town, taking 1/38 off 12 overs.
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Phillip Island 6/196 d Korumburra 194
Korumburra – 1st INNINGS: T Allen 31,  
J Wrigley 14, M Allen 17, S Dole 54, J Walsh 29,  
P Richards 0, T Jenkin 4, S Head 1, M Olden 24,  
A Damon 8, M Loader 0*, Bowling
Bowling: T Niven 2/26, H Arceo 1/27,  
A Williams 1/12, J Williams 0/14, K Lane 2/66,  
H Womersley 4/43
Phillip Island – 1st INNINGS: M Arceo 24,  
H Womersley 1, T Blackwell 11, K Lane 37,  
C Epifano 67, O Duggan 22, H Peppard 18*,  
A Finlayson 6*
Bowling: M Olden 1/23, M Loader 1/35,  
S Head 1/60, S Dole 3/64, B Riddell 0/11

OMK 9/156 d Inverloch 154 
Inverloch – 1st INNINGS: B Debono 52,  
R Harris 6, I Seuren 0, G Eddy 37, J Bowring 5,  
A Mankhong 12, J Richardson 0, J Rowe 4,  
C Newman 2, T Debono 1
Bowling: R Foster 2/21, H James 0/18,  
N Wylie 0/26, K Kerr 6/54, B Wyatt 2/26
OMK – 1st INNINGS: A Busana 0, L Jones 71,  
D Creed 0, R Quaife 9, J Hayes 12, K Kerr 14,  
B Wyatt 12, A Trotto 4, N Wylie 17*, B Maguire 4, 
H James 6*
Bowling: I Seuren 3/56, J Richardson 0/11,  
J Bowring 1/21, D Cashin 0/20, C Newman 4/31, 
T Debono 1/16

OMK 6/232 d Kilcunda-Bass 9/154
OMK – 1st INNINGS: R White 49, G Lomagno 5,  
J Greenwood 26, B Hayes 73, S Handley 30,  
S Matthews 20, M Nicholas 6*, M Sawyers 9*
Bowling: B Rookes 3/56, J Havetta 1/24,  
D Clay 0/43, R Duff 0/30, J Mahood 1/15,  
A McBride 0/24, B Waldron 1/36
Kilcunda-Bass – 1st INNINGS: B Joseph 27,  
B Rookes 18, S Oates 4, B Waldron 4,  
R Gardiner 10, D Clay 5, A Bedford 0,  
R Blackney 38, J Mahood 29, A McBride 9,  
J Havetta 0*
Bowling: S Handley 1/22, R White 3/16,  
M Whiteside 0/46, J Greenwood 3/33,  
M Sawyers 0/23, G Lomagno 1/5, J Myors 1/7

Phillip Island 9/278 d Nerrena 215
Phillip Island – 1st INNINGS: J Manning 16,  
T Asurumuni 68, S Angelo 17, T Hornsby 22,  
D Womersley 61, A Tolley 15, D McCausland 12, 
C Wilson 16*, D Ivey 14, S Sirirathnage 12,  
T Allan 1*
Bowling: C Baudinette 1/41, C Dougherty 4/55, 
S Checkley 2/51, E Berryman 2/39, B Croatto 
0/18, R Checkley 0/22, P Johnston 0/19,  
J Donohue 0/21
Nerrena – 1st INNINGS: B Croatto 33,  
B Gannon 5, S Checkley 11, E Berryman 28,  
C Baudinette 86, R Jefferis 1, M Croatto 4,  
C Dougherty 31*, R Checkley 5, P Johnston 3, 
J Donohue 0
Bowling: C Wilson 3/17, T Allan 5/51, A Tolley 
1/69, D Womersley 0/29, D McCausland 0/28,  
T Hornsby 0/14

B Grade

B Grade

DIVISION 1

DIVISION 2

B Grade, Division 1

PHILLIP Island and OMK will 
compete for the title of B1 pre-
miers in this weekend’s grand 
final.

OMK earned its way into the 
grand final after a close clash 
with Inverloch.

The match was played at the 
Inverloch Recreation Reserve 
and Inverloch won the toss, 
choosing to bat first.

Captain Brett Debono opened 
the batting and had Inverloch 
off to a comfortable start, mak-
ing 52 runs.

Coming in at number four, 
Greg Eddy managed to contrib-
ute 37 runs, but runs were hard 
to come by throughout the rest 
of the innings.

OMK captain Kris Kerr had 
Inverloch feeling the heat, tak-
ing 6/54.

Rueben Foster and Barry Wy-
att were also multiple wicket 
takers. 

OMK bowled Inverloch out 
10/154.

The Diggers were rattled early 
when they lost opening bats-
man Adam Busana for a golden 
duck.

However, his opening partner 
Luke Jones was able to rally 
and recorded a game changing 
71 runs before he was bowled 
by Ty Debono.

Bowlers Cooper Newman 
and Isaac Seuren did what they 
could to stifle OMK’s innings, 
taking 4/31 and 3/56 respective-
ly, but Jones had done the job.

OMK won the game with a 
score of 9/156.

Sharks bound  
for grand final

PHILLIP Island outplayed 
Korumburra for its spot in the 
grand final.

Played at Newhaven Recre-
ation Reserve, Korumburra 
won the toss and decided to 
bat.

Trevor Allen made a good 
start to the innings with 31 
runs.

Captain Shane Dole hit the 
top score of 54 runs, with Jef-
fery Walsh and Mathew Olden 
later making 29 and 24 runs 
respectively.

Heath Womersley was the 

standout bowler for Phillip Is-
land, claiming 4/43.

Timothy Niven and captain 
Kurt Lane took two wickets 
each.

Phillip Island went into its 
innings with its eyes set on the 
target of 10/194.

Connor Epifano and Lane 
ensured Phillip Island’s win 
with 67 and 37 runs.

Dole continued his form, 
taking 3/64, with other wickets 
shared between Olden, Mat-
thew Loader and Scott Head.

However, Phillip Island 
proved to be the stronger team 
and claimed victory.

Phillip Island’s final score 
was 6/196.

B Grade, Division 2

OMK stride into  
the grand final

OMK and Phillip Island will 
feature in the B2 grand final 
after convincing wins on Sat-
urday.

OMK played its semi-final 
against Kilcunda-Bass at the 
Outtrim Recreation Reserve.

Choosing to bat first, OMK 
sent in Russ White to open the 
batting, who made a handy 49 
runs.

Bradley Hayes later made 

the difference for OMK, mak-
ing 73 runs.

Scott Handley and Justin 
Greenwood contributed 30 
and 26 runs respectively. 

Kilcunda-Bass pushed back 
against OMK’s run with Ben 
Rookes taking 3/56.

Other wickets were shared 
between Jacob Havetta, James 
Mahood and captain Bradley 
Waldron.

OMK challenged Kilcunda-
Bass with a final total of 6/232.

Kilcunda-Bass opened well 
with Brett Joseph making 27 
runs.

However, OMK bowlers 
White and Greenwood en-
sured Kilcunda-Bass couldn’t 
pick up the momentum re-
quired, taking three wickets 
each.

Robert Blackney and Ma-
hood contributed 38 and 29 
runs respectively later in the 
innings.

Kilcunda-Bass conceded de-
feat, with a score of 9/154.

Sharks outplay  
the Red Caps 

A STRONG innings from 
Tharidu Asurumuni and Da-
vid Womersley secured the 
grand final spot for Phillip Is-
land against Nerrena.

Nerrena hosted the semi-
final and Phillip Island won 
the toss.

Asurumuni and Womersley 
put 68 and 61 runs on the 
scoreboard respectively.

A further 22 runs was add-
ed by Tony Hornsby. 

For Nerrena, Charlie Dough-
erty was the standout bowler, 
taking 4/55.

Scott Checkley and Eamon 
Berryman claimed two wick-
ets each.

At the end of its allotted 
overs, Phillip Island was sit-
ting comfortably with a score 
of 9/278.

Cameron Baudinette im-
pressed with an 86-run haul, 
but it was not enough to save 
the match the Nerrena.

Baudinette recorded the top 
score before a catch from Da-
vid Ivey saw him dismissed.

Ben Croatto and Dougherty 
added 33 and 31 runs respec-
tively.

Dougherty was not out at 
stumps.

Phillip Island captain Tar-
ryn Allan kept the game in the 
Sharks’ favour, taking 5/51.

Clint Wilson also performed 
well, taking 3/17.

Nerrena pulled up short 
with a final score of 10/215. 

NEXT WEEKEND’s GAMES
& UMPIRE APPOINTMENTS

GRAND FINAL - MARCH 23 & 24 - 11AM START

  A GRADE, Division 1 - (90 overs)

Phillip Island v Club  
SCORPION PARK 1

Ash Stride / John Schelling

  A Grade, Division 2 - (90 overs)

Koonwarra L/RSL v Glen Alvie 
WONTHAGGI TURF

Ian Salmon / Ken Scrimshaw

  B GRADE, Division 1 - (70 Overs)

Phillip Island v OMK
BASS REC

Graham Wightman / Jason O’Reilly

  B GRADE, Division 2 - (70 Overs)

OMK v Phillip Island
McMAHON 

Geoff Parkinson / Michael Ryan

 C GRADE - (60 Overs)

Kilcunda-Bass v Phillip Island
OUTTRIM

Les White / Neil Grabham

Subject to Confirmation. 
Any prospective umpires can contact 

Jason O’Reilly 0439 688 575  
or Geoff Wyatt 0413 081 136

Jones’ 71 the real game-changer
OMK B2 bowler Justin Greenwood had his line and length near perfect during his strong spell of bowling against 

Kilcunda-Bass, taking 3/33 off 19 overs.

Korumburra’s Jeff Walsh survived this chance to go on and make a patient 29 off 75 
deliveries in B1 against Phillip Island.
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A Grade, Divisiion 1
THE top two teams in A Grade 

Division 1, Phillip Island and 
Wonthaggi Club, have both won 
their way through to the grand 
final in the Leongatha and Dis-
trict Cricket Association next 
weekend with two contrasting 
performances in the semi-finals.

While Phillip Island made 
the debacle of the week before 
against Leongatha Imperials 
seem like a distant memory, 
with a powerful batting display 
against OMK, led by captain 
Daniel Mock with 185, Won-
thaggi Club came on strong 
against Leongatha Town with 
the ball.

Winning the toss and elect-
ing to bat, Club started exactly 
how you’d want to in a do-or-die 
semi, with Mitch Thomas 25 
and Emmet Dempsey 75 put-
ting on 92 for the first wicket, 
although it must be said that 
Town reportedly dropped 
Dempsey early in his innings.

Thereafter, however, Club lost 
4/32 as the Leongatha Town 
bowlers started to get on top 
with the wickets shared around 
between Abeysinghe, Ratnaike 
and Rajapakshage.

It was only a series of battling 
efforts after that, by the lower 
order, that got Club through to 
a defendable total of 217 after 
81 overs; Alex Geyer 14, Lochie 
McLean 20, James Sheerin 33 
and Mark McCall 13 not out 
making valuable contributions.

While he didn’t add a lot to 

the score, the innings of Stewart 
Beaumont, holding up an end 
for 73 balls when the going got 
tough was important and his 
dismissal, ‘caught’ off the flap of 
the pad, looked to be a crucial 
moment.

But it wasn’t to be. Club’s bowl-
ers put Leongatha Town on the 
backfoot on Saturday afternoon, 
through a tricky nine-over spell 
in which both Joel Brann and 
James Sheerin took wickets, to 
reduce Town to 2/21 and they 
never recovered, losing early 
wickets on Sunday morning, 
and lasting just 38 overs before 
being all out for 75 in an insipid 
response from their batsmen.

At Scorpion Park in Leon-
gatha, Phillip Island barely gave 
OMK a look in as they put up 
6/356 off their 90 overs, led in 
mercurial style by their captain 
Daniel Mock.

Wily veteran Peter Dell gave 
OMK the perfect start when he 
clean bowled the century maker 
of the previous week, Brodie 
Johnston for a five-ball duck.

But with Lachie Cleeland 50 
and Daniel Mock settling things 
down with a partnership of 
86, Phillip Island never looked 
back, with each batsman that 
came and went providing good 
support for Mock who looked 
on for a big one.

He started patiently enough 
and then quickened the pace as 
he passed three figures in the 
middle of the afternoon, before 
putting his foot down when he 
reached 150 and looking on  

target for the rarest of feats in an 
LDCA semi-final, a double ton.

With four overs to go and Tom 
Niven providing plenty of stabil-
ity at the other end, Mock hit 
out with fours to all parts of the 
ground and some towering six-
es as he reached 185, still with 
plenty of deliveries to get the fi-
nal 15.

But it wasn’t to be with OMK’s 
Jake Cochrane producing a 
false shot and Koby Brann jug-
gling a chance on the boundary 
at long off.

There were no celebrations 
from the bowling side, however, 
as Mock made his way off the 
ground and several OMK play-
ers got across to congratulate 
the opposition captain on a su-
perb knock.

“I didn’t set myself any goals 
other than being there until we 
got to 100. It was probably fairly 
slow going early but I was feel-
ing pretty good and seeing it 
well,” said Mock afterwards.

“They probably left their field 
up for longer than I thought they 
would, once I got going, and that 
probably helped me a bit.

“But pretty satisfying, yeah.”
Mock’s 185 came off 263 de-

liveries and featured 26 fours 
and three sixes.

In reply, OMK tried to keep up 
with the four-runs-an-over run 
rate but as soon wickets started 
falling, the chase went out the 
window. Koby Brann dropped 
anchor and faced 150 balls for 
his 69 but it was a bridge too far 
for the Diggers.

Mock masterclass puts 
Island into grand final

Mock played shots to all parts of the ground with 26 fours and three sixes in his innings of 185.

Phillip Island captain Daniel Mock raises his bat to acknowledge 
the cheers as he comes off the ground, in Saturday’s semi-final 
against OMK at Leongatha with 185 against his name.

Lachie McLean and several others made important contributions 
down the order to help get Club to a defendable total of 217 against 
Town.

Mudassar Riaz managed only one wicket for OMK off 22 overs in 
the semi-final against Phillip Island.

www.hartleywells.com

Hartley Wells

Leongatha

Phone: 5662 2930

Leongatha
www.hartleywells.com 8-10 Koonwarra Rd, Leongatha. 5662 5030

Cnr Carneys Road & Bass Highway, 
Wonthaggi. 5672 2148

LEONGATHA & DISTRICT CRICKET ASSOCIATION

A1: Daniel Mock (Phillip Island) 185 ; James Sheerin (Club) 4/15

A2: S Peatling (Glen Alvie) C Buckland (Koon L/RSL) 57 ; J Kennedy (Koon L/RSL) 6/11

B1: Luke Jones (OMK) 71 ; Kris Kerr (OMK) 6/54

B2: Cameron Baudinette (Nerrena) 86 ; Tarryn Allan (Phillip Island) 5/51

C: Gregory Miller (Kilcunda-Bass) 150* ; Chris Fall (Phillip Island) 3/29

SCOREBOARD
In stories folder: Cricket Scoreboard_1224

Local Cricket... 130130 years strongyears strong
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Phillip Island 6/356  
d OMK 185
Phillip Island – 1st INNINGS
Lachlan Cleeland c: E Lamers  
b: J Lamers ��������������������������������������������50
Brodie Johnston b: P Dell ������������������ 0
Daniel Mock c: K Brann  
b: J Cochrane ������������������������������������� 185
Shiran Rathnayake c: C Quaife  
b: M Riaz �������������������������������������������������41
Eli Richards c: J Cuman  
b: J Cochrane ����������������������������������������16
Thomas Niven not out ��������������������30*
Kohen Beaumont c: M Riaz  
b: N Auddino ����������������������������������������15
George McCausland not out ���������� 0*
Extras (5w, 9nb, 3lb, 2b) �������������������19
Total 6 / 356 (90 Overs)
Bowling: M Riaz 22-6-69-1 (4nb), 
 P Dell 12-3-51-1, J Lamers  12-2-50-
1 (3w), J Cochrane 33-7-113-2 (2w, 
4nb), E Lamers 8-0-44-0 (1nb),  
N Auddino 3-0-24-1
OMK – 1st INNINGS
Jake Cochrane c: L Cleeland  
b: M Royal ����������������������������������������������31
Ethan Lamers lbw:  
G McCausland ��������������������������������������19
Koby Brann c: B Johnston  
b: Z Brown ���������������������������������������������69
Mudassar Riaz lbw: S Rathnayake�16
Jacob Lamers lbw: S Rathnayake����� 7
Joel Cuman c: T Niven b: Z Brown �� 1
Noel Creed c: L Cleeland  
b: T Niven ������������������������������������������������� 6
Clayton Quaife  
c&b: S Rathnayake ������������������������������12
Paul Fermanis lbw: S Rathnayake��17
Nicholas Auddino not out ��������������� 0*
Peter Dell c: S Rathnayake  
b: T Niven ������������������������������������������������� 1
Extras (5nv, 1lb)�������������������������������������  6
Total 10 / 185 (72.1 Overs)
Bowling: S Kirton 4-1-11-0,  
G McCausland 13-3-46-1 (3nb),  
M Royal 18.4-8-32-1, S Rathnayake 
18-6-30-4, Z Brown 11-2-37-2 (1nb), 
T Niven 8.3-0-29-2 (1nb)

Club 217 v Town 75
Club – 1st INNINGS
Mitch Thomas c: A Ratnaike  
b: J Hume �����������������������������������������������25
Emmet Dempsey c: ?  
b: R Abeysinghe����������������������������������  75
Ben Walsh lbw: A Ratnaike ��������������11
Ryan Thomas lbw: R Abeysinghe ���� 1
Stewart Beaumont c: J Giardina  
b: PG Rajapakshage�����������������������������  9
Joel Brann lbw: A Ratnaike ���������������� 0
Alexander Geyer b: J Hume ������������14
Lochlan Mclean  
lbw: R Abeysinghe �����������������������������20
James Sheerin c: J Giardina  
b: A Ratnaike ����������������������������������������33
Mark McCall not out ������������������������13*
Ryan Birkett c: J Giardina 
b: PG Rajapakshage ����������������������������� 4
Extras (7lb, 5b) �������������������������������������12
Total 10 / 217 (80.5 Overs)
Bowling: PG Rajapakshage 14.5-
4-35-2, R Hume 4-0-21-0, D Hume 
10-1-39-0, R Abeysinghe 24-7-59-3, 
J Hume 11-2-36-2, A Ratnaike 
17-9-15-3
Town – 1st INNINGS
Darcy Hume c: L Mclean  
b: R Birkett ���������������������������������������������14
Josh Williams b: J Brann ��������������������� 6
Jack Hume lbw: J Sheerin������������������  0
Jesse Giardina b: J Brann �������������������� 9
Amila Ratnaike c: J Brann  
b: M McCall ��������������������������������������������� 7
Ron Abeysinghe c: M Thomas  
b: M McCall �������������������������������������������19
DLMP Gallage c: J Sheerin  
b: M McCall ��������������������������������������������� 2
P Jayasinghe c: J Brann  
b: J Sheerin ��������������������������������������������11
Rob Eddy c: B Walsh b: J Sheerin ����� 2
PG  Rajapakshage c: R Birkett  
b: J Sheerin ���������������������������������������������� 0
Rhett Hume not out �������������������������� 0*
Extras (4nb, 1lb) ������������������������������������ 5
Total 10 / 75 (38.3 Overs)
Bowling: J Brann  9-4-10-2,  
R Thomas 6-4-5-0 (1nb), R Birkett 
8-1-34-1 (3nb), J Sheerin 6.3-1-15-4, 
M McCall 9-2-10-3

A Grade DIVISION 1

Glen Alvie 237  
d Nyora 221
Glen Alvie – 1st INNINGS
Matthew Donohue  
lbw: Aaron Kaddatz ����������������������������� 0
Scott Peatling b: A Simmons ����������57
Matthew Dakin b: A Kaddatz ���������26
Dean Williams c: J Hackett  
b: A Kaddatz�������������������������������������������  5
Stephen Kennedy b: L Row �������������32
Nathan Findlay not out������������������  51*
Ben McRae lbw: A Simmons ������������� 4
Andrew Dakin lbw: J Hackett ���������28
Wayne Luke b: A Kaddatz ������������������ 7
Nathan Thatcher lbw: A Kaddatz ���� 0
Sam Watson b: A Kaddatz ������������������ 0
Extras (3w, 2nb, 4lb, 18b) �����������������27
Total 10 / 237 (82.4 Overs)
Bowling: A Kaddatz 23.4-6-63-6 
(1nb), M Rowe 5-1-13-0 (1w),  
A Thompson 10-4-19-0, A Simmons 
18-5-43-2, Henry Dolphin  11-2-37-
0, Lochie Row 7-2-20-1 (2w),  
J Hackett 8-2-20-1 (1nb)
Nyora – 1st INNINGS
Henry Dolphin lbw: B McRae ���������53
Daniel Esler c: N Thatcher  
b: M Dakin ���������������������������������������������16
Gavin Hackett c: S Watson  
b: B McRae ���������������������������������������������43
Jake Hackett c: M Dakin  
b: N Findlay �������������������������������������������28
Aaron Kaddatz b: N Findlay �������������� 1
Jake Henry b: N Findlay ��������������������14
Aidan Simmons c&b: N Findlay ������� 4
Michael Lynch lbw: N Findlay ���������� 5
Aaron Thompson b: N Findlay �������30
Lochie Row b: B McRae ���������������������� 7
Mitch Rowe not out ��������������������������� 9*
Extras (1w, 4nb, 1lb, 5b) �������������������11
Total 10 / 221 (90.3 Overs)
Bowling: N Findlay 29.3-7-63-6 
(2nb), M Dakin 13-4-32-1 (2nb),  
B McRae 30-11-77-3, S Kennedy 9-0-
25-0, D Williams 9-2-18-0  (1w)

Koonwarra 93 & 7/176  
d Foster 57
Koowwarra L/RSL – 1st INNINGS
Matt Cooke c: M Jones b: J Gay ������� 0
Amad Mujtaba c: M Jones  
b: J Weston ���������������������������������������������� 0
Isuru Darshana c: M Jones b: J Gay�� 0
Azhar Mehmood c&b: J Gay �����������12
James Rushton lbw: J Gay ���������������42

Callum Buckland b: J Gay������������������  8
Kayden Scrimshaw c: M Jones  
b: J Gay ���������������������������������������������������15
Jason Kennedy c&b: J Weston ��������12
Joshua Thomas c: J Staley  
b: J Weston ���������������������������������������������� 4
Nick Arnup c: E Smith b: J Staley ����� 0
Nathan Trotto not out�����������������������  0*
Extras �������������������������������������������������������� 0
Total 10 / 93 (45.1 Overs)
Bowling: Jack Gay 14-5-40-6,  
J Weston 12-4-19-3, J Best 3-1-9-0,  
J Toner 9-3-17-0, J Staley 7.1-4-8-1
Foster – 1st INNINGS
Jack Gay c: J Kennedy b: J Thomas �0
Josh Toner b: J Thomas ����������������������� 1
Jake Best c: J Rushton  
b: J Kennedy�����������������������������������������  23
Mitchell Jones b: A Mehmood �������14
Jake Staley c: A Mehmood  
b: J Kennedy ������������������������������������������� 2
Jack Weston c: A Mehmood  
b: J Kennedy ������������������������������������������� 4
Ben East c: J Rushton b: J Kennedy� 0
Mitchell Allott run out ������������������������ 1
Eddie Smith c: K Scrimshaw  
b: J Kennedy ������������������������������������������� 1
Harvey Griggs c: J Rushton  
b: J Kennedy ������������������������������������������� 0
Tex Dyson not out ������������������������������ 0*
Extras (2nb, 9lb) ����������������������������������11
Total 10 / 57 (33.2 Overs)
Bowling: J Thomas 6-3-11-2,  
N Arnup 5-3-6-0, I Darshana 2-1-2-0, 
J Kennedy 11-6-11-6, A Mehmood 
5.2-0-10-1 (2nb), C Buckland 4-0-8-0
Koonwarra L/RSL – 2nd INNINGS
Amad Mujtaba b: J Weston ��������������� 4
Matt Cooke lbw: J Gay ������������������������ 0
James Rushton c: J Staley b: J Gay �� 1
Azhar Mehmood lbw: J Gay �������������� 0
Callum Buckland c: J Toner  
b: J Gay ���������������������������������������������������57
Kayden Scrimshaw b: J Weston ������� 2
Isuru Darshana c: H Griggs  
b: J Staley �����������������������������������������������33
Jason Kennedy not out ������������������53*
Joshua Thomas not out ������������������13*
Extras (5w, 4lb, 4b) �����������������������������13
Total 7 / 176 (65 Overs)
Bowling: J Gay 16-5-37-4 (5w),  
J Weston 20-5-77-2, J Best 2-0-11-0, 
J Toner 8-1-17-0, J Staley 5-2-7-1,  
H Griggs 9-7-4-0, B East 2-0-8-0,  
E Smith 2-0-5-0, M Allott 1-0-2-0

A Grade DIVISION 2
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GLEN Alvie is set to face Koon-
warra L/RSL in the grand final next 
weekend.

Glen Alvie played its semi-final 
against Nyora and defended its total 
in a nailbiter.

Playing at the Korumburra Recre-
ation Reserve, Glen Alvie won the 
toss and chose to bat.

Glen Alvie ran into trouble early 
when opening batsman Matthew 
Donohue was dismissed for a duck.

However, the partnership of Scott 
Peatling and Matthew Dakin had 
Glen Alvie back on the right track, 
making 57 and 26 runs respectively.

Captain Stephen Kennedy later 
added 32 runs to the tally, and vice 
captain Nathan Findlay rounded out 
the innings with 51 not out.

Bowler Aaron Kaddatz led the on-
slaught from Nyora, taking an im-
pressive 6/63 in an attempt to slow 
Glen Alvie’s run.

Aidan Simmons claimed 2/43.
Glen Alvie finished off its innings 

with 10/237.
Nyora had a goal in its sights but 

would ultimately just miss out on the 
grand final ticket.

Captain Henry Dolphin led his 
team into battle, opening the batting 
and making a handy 53 runs.

This would turn out to be Nyora’s 
top score, with Gavin Hackett and 
Aaron Thompson contributing 43 
and 30 runs respectively.

Findlay matched the efforts of Kad-
datz, also claiming 6/63 and putting 
the pressure on Nyora.

Vice captain Ben McRae also had a 
hand in stopping Nyora’s grand final 
campaign, taking 3/77.

Nyora was bowled out 10/277.

Cougars fight for  
grand final spot 

THE batsmen felt the pressure on 
both sides, but ultimately Koonwar-
ra L/RSL earned its spot in the grand 
final over Foster.

The Cougars won the toss and went 
into bat first.

However, they were quickly rattled 
by a troubling start, as the first three 
batsmen were dismissed for ducks. 

These wickets fell to Jack Weston 
and Jack Gay.

James Rushton, coming in at  

number five, hit a handy 42 runs to 
put the game back into the Cougars’ 
favour.

Kayden Scrimshaw later added 15 
runs.

Gay didn’t make the job easy for 
the Cougars, claiming 6/40 with 
Weston taking 3/19.

The Cougars bowed out of the in-
nings with a total of 10/93 and had 
a huge challenge ahead to defend the 
score.

Bowler Jason Kennedy managed to 
keep Foster out of the competition, 
claiming 6/11.

Jake Best top scored for Foster 
with 23 runs, with Mitchell Jones 
adding 14.

Joshua Thomas was the other mul-
tiple wicket taker for the Cougars.

Koonwarra L/RSL managed to do 
its job well, holding Foster to a los-
ing score of 10/57.

Koonwarra L/RSL went in for a sec-
ond innings, and Gay continued his 
fine form, dismissing two batsman 
LBW for golden ducks.

However, the Cougars showed why 
they deserved the grand final spot 
with Callum Buckland and Kennedy 
making 57 and 53 runs respectively.

Kennedy was not out at stumps.
Gay claimed 4/37 and Weston took 

2/77.
Koonwarra L/RSL finished off its 

second innings with a score of 7/176. 

Glen Alvie hold on to grand final opportunity

Nyora’s Aaron Kaddatz toiled all day, taking 6/63 off 23.4 overs, but it wasn’t quite enough with several key 
chances going down in the field.

Glen Alvie vice captain Nathan Findlay made a crucial 51 not out off 
115 deliveries in the middle stages of Glen’s innings against Nyora in A 
Grade Division 2.
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IT WAS a big weekend for the Duurs-
ma family of Foster, with number one 
son Xavier playing his first game for 
Essendon on Saturday afternoon and 
number two son, Zane, making his AFL 
debut, up at the Sydney Showgrounds, 
for North Melbourne against GWS on 
Saturday evening.

But, after the performance by num-
ber three son, Willem, as a ‘bottom 
age’ player for Gippsland Power in a 
practice match against archrivals Dan-
denong Stingrays at Wonthaggi on Sun-
day, it looks almost certain to be a case 
of ‘My Three Sons’ in the AFL in a cou-
ple of years time.

Willem displayed the courage of his 
oldest brother, Xavier, and the high-fly-
ing talent of his middle brother, Zane, 
when he flew backwards into a pack 
on the Gippy Power forward line before 
pulling down a spectacular, juggling 
mark and setting up a goal in the first 
quarter.

It was the standout highlight for 
the 16-year-old in his debut for the 
Gippsland Power’s top Under 18 team, 
still with another year to play at that 
level, but it wasn’t his only contribution 
on a day.

He was one of a number of South 
Gippsland and Bass Coast boys in the 
team with Xavier Lindsay setting the 
boys alight with the first goal of the 
match, and teaming up well out of the 
centre with Leongatha’s Tom Hanily, 
who looks set for a good showing this 
year after an injury-marred season last 
year.

But right down the list, there’s plenty 
of interest for the local community with 
eight or more players in the squad and 
likely to get their chance through the 
year.

There was a huge crowd at the Won-
thaggi ground with three games on the 
program; the Under 16 Girls playing 
Dandenong for points, and the Under 
16 and Under 18 boys also playing Dan-
denong however in practice matches.

While Gippsland Power is still build-
ing its girls numbers, they managed 
two good quarters against the well-
resourced Stingrays outfit before ulti-
mately lowering their colours and the 
Under 16 boys had a narrow win.

Both the Stingrays and the Power 
played their probable squads for three 
quarters of the match, before swap-
ping over and introducing some of their 
development players. Gippsland was 
leading at the changeover, but Dande-
nong’s greater depth showed in the final 
stages, not that the score was anything 
to go by.

Gippsland Power has the bye in the 
first round and then comes up against 
Dandenong in their first match, at Sea-
ford, on Good Friday to get their season 
underway. Willem Duursma is sure to 
be a regular in the side this year, and is 
likely to come under the notice of AFL 
scouts after the exploits of his older 
brothers and sister Yasmin, who played 
11 AFLW games for Port Adelaide be-
fore crossing over to the Blues this year.

Zane made an impressive debut for 
North Melbourne, kicking two goals 
from three marks and 10 possess-
sions, five kicks and five handballs, 
and looked the part in the Number 7 
guernsey presented to him by his moth-
er Suzie, with father Dean also part of 
the jumper presentation.

Duursma told North Melbourne me-
dia that he loved every minute of the 
buildup, getting away with the team 
to Sydney for the game, pulling on the 
jumper for the first time and running 
down the race with fellow draftee, Colby 
McKercher, but disappointing not to get 
the job done for the fans against GWS.

“It’s a pity we couldn’t get it done to-
day but overall, it’s been a great experi-
ence,” he said.

Duursma admitted the game had 
been something of a blur throughout, 
going so fast, until the last five minutes, 
but rated it an awesome experience all 
the same.

Looks like 
‘My Three Sons’ 

for Duursmas
in the AFL

The third Duursma to play for Gippsland Power, Willem, completed this spectacular 
marking attempt on the Power’s forward line in their practice match against 
Dandenong at Wonthaggi on Sunday. It the sort of action that’s bound to attract the 
attention of AFL recruiters in the next few years.

SPORTSPORTSentinel-Times
Email your reports to news@sgst.com.au

HOME DELIVERY
Call your local 
newsagency

Your reports to news@sgst.com.au

SPORT
Sentinel-timeS

outh Gippsland

Zane Duursma receives his 
Number 7 North Melbourne 
guernsey from mother Suzie with 
father Dean Duursma in support.

Xavier Lindsay set Gippsland Power alight with 
the first goal of the match against Dandenong at 
Wonthaggi on Sunday.
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