COVERING SOUTH GIPPSLAND AND BASS COAST

A RALLY on the steps of Parliament last
Tuesday morning didn’t stop the Victo-
rian Government from pushing through
its controversial Emergency Services
and Volunteer Fund, which was voted in
by Thursday night.

The Emergency Services and Volunteer
Fund (ESVF) replaces the previous Fire
Services Levy (FSL) which will see sig-
nificant rate increases for all Victorian
homeowners, business operators, and
farmers from July 1, 2025.

The State Government passed the leg-
islation with cross-benchers agreeing
to the bill, prior to the budget being re-
leased today (May 20), despite the coali-
tion vehemently opposing the bill.
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FARMERS -
FIRED UP

By Courtney O’Brien

The FSL was instated in 2013 via
council rates notices and raised funds
for 87.5 per cent of Fire Rescue Victoria
(FRV) and 77.5 per cent of the Country
Fire Authority’s (CFA) annual budget.

The new ESVF will be issued the same
way, but will also be used to fund VIC-
SES, Triple Zero Victoria, the State
Control Centre, Forest Fire Management
Victoria, Emergency Recovery Victoria,
Emergency Management Victoria, Emer-
gency Alert Program (automatic emergen-
cy warning SMSs), and the Emergency
Management Operational Communica-
tion Program as well as the CFA and FRV.
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The variable charge will increase for
residential properties (based on the cap-
ital improved value) from 8.7 per cent
(cents per $1000 CIV) up to 17.3 per
cent — almost doubling,

While commercial properties will be hit
with a 100 per cent increase, industrial
rates will rise by 64 per cent, and farm-
ers will cop a staggering 150 per cent
hike compared to what they previously
paid.

Some farmers will get an exemption if
they are CFA or SES volunteers or if they
are in a drought declared area, which
does presently include Bass Coast, South
Gippsland and French Island.

Continued page 3
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Farmers fired up as levy
mcreases financial burden

From page 1

The Nationals’ Melina Bath said
the tax was nothing more than a
desperate cash grab from the State
Government that will do nothing to
fix the real issues plaguing Victo-
ria's emergency Services.

“Every single Victorian who pays
rates will be hit by this cruel tax,
but it's our farmers who bear the
brunt with a 150 per cent increase,”
Ms Bath said. “Labor is shockingly
punishing farmers when many are
also CFA volunteers, SES mem-
bers, and first responders.”

“To hit families with this new tax
while they struggle with cost-of-living
pressures and target farmers gripped
by drought is unconscionable.”

Across Victoria over 300 CFA
brigades went offline on Thursday
night in protest of the ESVF with
another protest planned for the
steps of parliament today.

Acting Chief Officer of CFA Garry
Cook stated on Friday afternoon,

“Volunteers and brigades, many
of whom are from rural communi-
ties, have had a long summer of fire
activity and are facing a lot of pres-
sure as a result of drought which is
impacting their livelihoods.

“We respect their rights to engage
in matters relevant to their local
communities, including those who
are concerned about the potential
impact of the Emergency Services
and Volunteers Fund.”

While the government has an-
nounced a reduction in the levy
for farmers - reducing it from 189
per cent to 150 per cent, and a
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Over 500 people rallied against increases to the fire levy last
Tuesday with protests expected to be even larger today.

temporary pause for those in
drought-declared areas, the Vic-
torian Farmers Federation said
these concessions do little to ease
the broader burden that will be felt
across regional and rural Victoria.

“The sheer reality is that this levy
will create a crippling financial bur-
den to farmers,” said VFF Presi-
dent Brett Hosking,

“This decision shows a clear dis-
connect between our state govern-
ment and the day-to-day realities
faced by those on the land. It almost
feels like the worse this drought
gets, the harder the government
pushes to take more from farmers.”

The Victorian Greens supported
the Labor bill, provided a number

of changes be made to the initial
proposal, and stated that all the
legislation does is provide a legal
tool to provide secure, ongoing
funding for emergency services into
the future.

“With increased bushfires, floods
and droughts, we need fully funded
emergency services to keep us all
safe — so we don't face a horrific
situation like the LA fires,” said
Leader of the Victorian Greens, El-
len Sandell.

When asked for comment, Mem-
ber for Bass Jordan Crugnale stated:

“I know this is a very difficult
time for many members of our
community, particularly farmers,
with drought conditions and bad

harvests. I am glad to see some
recent changes to the levy, includ-
ing reducing the cost to primary
producers and providing refunds
for farmers in drought-impacted
areas.

“Eligible CFA and SES volunteers
and life members will also receive
a full refund on their primary resi-
dence. In addition, eligible farm-
ers in declared drought-impacted
areas will be able to claim an ad-
ditional partial rebate in 2025/26.
This means that these farmers will
have no increase in their Emergen-
cy Services and Volunteers Fund
levy rates compared to those they
paid the previous year for their Fire
Services Property Levy.

“Every single dollar raised by this
new fund will support our emergen-
cy services — this is an extension of
the Fire Services Levy which brings
in the SES who currently have to
pay, for example, their own fuel,
protective uniform, extinguisher
checks and equipment repairs.

“These changes will give emer-
gency services the funding and
equipment they need as they face
natural disasters which are hap-
pening more often and becoming
more destructive.”

Eastern Victoria members Re-
nee Heath (Liberal), Jeff Bour-
man (Shooters, Fishers and Farm-
ers Party Victoria) and Melina Bath
(The Nationals) all voted against
the bill, whilst Tom McIntosh (La-
bor) and Harriet Shing (Labor)
voted along party lines in favour of
the bill.

New levy a
burden to
farmers

By Cr John Schelling,
Mayor of South
Gippsland Shire Council

“LATE (Thursday) night, the
Victorian Government passed
its controversial Emergency
Services and Volunteers Fund
(ESVF) following last-minute
deals with crossbench MPs.
This new fund - or tax, as it
should rightly be called — will
unfairly impact regional Vic-
toria, particularly our farm-
ers, who will bear a dispro-
portionate share of the tax
burden.

Let me be clear: South
Gippsland Shire Council
strongly supports our emer-
gency services. We recognise
the vital role they play in
keeping communities safe.
However, we do not support
a funding model that unfairly
targets country Victorians.

Rather than shifting costs
onto ratepayers, the Victo-
rian Government should pri-
oritise its spending and fund
emergency services through
consolidated revenue.

While negotiations with the
crossbench delivered a few
modest concessions - in-
cluding a token reduction in
the tax increase for primary
producers from an exorbi-
tant 189 per cent to a still
excessive 150 per cent — this
is cold comfort for regional
communities already doing it
tough.

A large number of emergen-
cy service members — many

Who is e

MEMBERS of the Victorian Legis-
lative Council spent most of Thurs-
day night debating the Fire Services
Property Amendment (Emergency
Services and Volunteers Fund) Bill
2025 but their commentary re-
vealed that the devil of the legisla-
tion may be in the detail.

In an exchange with Jaclyn
Symes, the Treasurer and Minister
for Regional Development, Eastern
Victoria MP Melina Bath highlight-
ed the issue of who is eligible for
the rebate and the funding gener-
ated by the levy.

“The Australian Volunteer Coast
Guard are financial and affiliated
members of the CFA. Can you con-
firm that the Australian Volunteer
Coast Guard members will be eli-
gible for, first of all, a rebate, as they
are a volunteer service, and are
they eligible for funds?”

Minister ~ Symes

said the

Melina

government had no intention of ga-
zetting anyone other than CFA and
VICSES volunteers to be eligible for
a rebate.

“I was having a conversation ear-
lier with Mr Davis about the MOU
between Shepparton Search and
Rescue and the SES. That confers
a lot of operating procedures and
legally binding responsibilities, and
they basically become the equiva-
lent of SES in a statutory author-
ity sense. Affiliation does not do the
same. I do not have any intention
of gazetting anyone other than CFA
and VICSES volunteers to be eligj-
ble for a rebate under the Emergen-
cy Services Volunteer Fund. Simi-
lar to my answer to the list that Mr
Davis read out, we will continue to
work with agencies on their fund-
ing requests in the usual way,” said
Minister Symes.

‘Just to clarify, the Australian Vol-

unteer Coast Guard, even if they
do have an affiliation with the CFA
and financial membership with the
CFA, will not be receiving funding
through this legislation, through
this levy, and they will not be get-
ting a rebate? I am just confirming
that,” asked Ms Bath

“If they are CFA volunteers, they
will be eligible for a rebate,” said
Minister Symes.

The Liberals’ David Davis had
earlier listed organisations such
as Shepparton Search and Rescue
Squad, Echuca and Moama Search
and Rescue Squad, Life Saving Vic-
toria, Marine Search and Rescue,
Australian Volunteer Coast Guard,
Alpine Search and Rescue Victoria
and Bush Search and Rescue Vic-
toria that were not in bill and not
supported in the bill.

‘Just to understand about the
rebates, the list of organisations I
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igible for the ‘Emergency Services’ rebate?

read before, will they be eligible for
rebates? Do you want me to read
them again? Echuca-Moama...”
asked Mr Davis.

Minister Symes tried to be clear.

“As I just said, Mr Davis, it is VIC-
SES and CFA volunteers that will
be eligible for a rebate because they
are the agencies that will be part of
the funding arrangements that we
are proposing.”

But then it got murky.

“Shepparton Search and Res-
cue members will also be eligible
for a rebate by virtue of the MOU
with the SES. Anybody else that is
in a similar situation and has an
MOU in the future would be able
to consider that as well. In relation
to ordinary volunteers across the
board, I certainly value the work
they do, but this rebate is for dedi-
cated emergency services person-
nel such as CFA and SES.”

Permanent
waste
solutions

Call the commercial and residential waste specialists today!
Locally owned and operated
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of whom are primary produc-
ers — are voicing their dissat-
isfaction with the new tax.

South  Gippsland Shire
Council stands with them.

Under this legislation, local
councils will be responsible
for collecting this tax via rates
notices — effectively making
us the Victorian government’s
reluctant tax collectors.

In an effort to provide some
relief for primary producers,
this year’s draft Council bud-
get has proposed to reduce
agricultural rates by lower-
ing the farm differential from
70 to 65 per cent. While this
won't undo the damage of the
new levy, it's a step toward
supporting our farmers dur-
ing what has already been
one of the driest autumns on
record.

This new tax may be well-
intentioned, but for country
Victoria, it's yet another blow.
We deserve better.”

accounts@wheelawaste.com
www.wheelawaste.com.au
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Making a real
difference in the
lives of people
across Bass Coast.

If you can give, please
give where you live.
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Firewood collection
season about to close

THE current autumn firewood
season ends on Monday, June
30, but collectors are reminded
individual collection areas may
close earlier if there is no more
firewood available.

Within designated collection
areas firewood collectors can
collect and cut wood that is on
the ground due to natural fall
or forest and fire management
works, heavy penalties apply to
anyone who cuts down a tree,
living or dead.

Firewood collection will re-
open for spring in designated
collection areas from September
1 to November 30, 2025.

For more information about
collecting firewood in your lo-
cal area go to ffm.vic.gov.au/
firewood/firewood-collection-in-
your-region.

Bin fire alerts smokers to
put out their cigarettes

CFA responded to a non-
structure fire at around 3.51
pm on Wednesday, May 14, on
the Esplanade in Cowes. Crews
arrived to find a cloud of smoke
coming from a bin.

Two CFA vehicles from Phillip
Island attended the scene, and
the incident was declared safe at
4.01pm. Council was contacted
due to a small amount of dam-
age to the bin.

The fire is believed to have
been started unintentionally by
a cigarette butt.

Free workshops to
better prepare

GIPPSLAND residents are
being offered free workshops
to better prepare their homes
for bushfires, storms, floods
and other hazards. Local char-
ity Gippsland Emergency Relief
Fund (GERF) has partnered with
the Resilient Building Council
(RBC) to help Gippsland home-
owners assess their property’s
resilience and take simple steps
to improve it.

The free workshops will guide
residents through RBC’s easy-to-
use digital self-assessment tools,
which provide practical, tailored
recommendations to strengthen
buildings against disaster risks.

“Whether youre living in an
older home, planning a new
build, or rebuilding after a loss,
these workshops will be invalu-
able,” said GERF President
Andy Tegart.

“This free program will pro-
vide clear, cost-effective advice
on steps (big or small) you can
take to strengthen and better
protect your home or business,”
Mr Tegart said.

Resilient Building Council
CEO Kate Cotter encouraged
homeowners to make use of the
tools and incentives on offer.

“Once youve completed the
self-assessment, you can choose
to have your Resilience Rating
certified by an expert and access
your Resilience Rating Certifi-
cate,” Ms Cotter said.

“Households can wuse their
certificate to access insurance
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or mortgage benefits and have
peace of mind that their home is
better protected.”

To find workshop locations
and dates, and to register on-
line, go to: gerf.org.au/rbe

Cr Edwards gets the
ball rolling

BASS Coast Shire Bunurong
Ward Councillor, Meg Edwards,
had been contacted by locals
about safety concerns within the
community and resident John
Searle said she decided to do
something about it.

“We have already had one
meeting at which community
safety was discussed. One idea
brought to the meeting was the
introduction — or maybe re-in-
troduction — of Neighbourhood
Watch,” said John.

“At our next meeting, a repre-
sentative from Victoria Police
will be present to help us look
into what this would involve.”
Anyone interested is invited
to attend this meeting at the
Wonthaggi Baptist Church in
McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi
on Wednesday, May 21 at 6.30
pm.
Please RSVP to Cr Meg
Edwards via email meg.ed-
wards@basscoast.vic.gov.au.

Tender awarded for $1.4M
Wonthaggi netball pavilion

WORK is about to start on the
new Wonthaggi Netball Club pa-
vilion with local contractor TS
Constructions to construct the
pavilion at a cost of $1.397 mil-
lion.

The project involves the con-
struction of a single-storey pa-
vilion facility featuring three
change rooms with associated
amenities, an umpire duty
room with amenities, a first aid
room, a multi-purpose area,
kitchenette, canteen, office,
accessible toilet, and a store-
room.

$1 million in grant funding
was received from the Depart-
ment of Jobs, Skills, Industry
and Regions as part of the State
Government’s Regional Commu-
nity Sports Infrastructure Fund.

Member for Bass Jordan
Crugnale MP said the Regional
Community Sports Infrastruc-
ture Fund encourages councils,
clubs and communities to work
together to design facilities for
their individual towns with a
focus on getting more people
involved regardless of their age,
gender or ability.

Ms Crugnale thanked the
clubs for being active in their
quest for funding, the extraor-
dinary work their committees,
volunteers and members do to
support players and their fami-
lies and to the significant finan-
cial contribution Bass Council
had made to ensure the facilities
were delivered in partnership to
benefit our community for years
to come.

The netball pavilion is a multi-
year project part of the Bass
Coast Council 2024/25 and
2025/26 capital works program.
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Managing a dry season

SOUTH Gippsland Landcare
Network is hosting a free event
on Wednesday, May 28 from
1pm- 3.30pm at the Koonwarra
Hall. Fiona Baker is a Beef Ex-
tension Officer with Agriculture
Victoria and she will be joining
the event to discuss different op-
tions farmers can consider, as
this dry autumn continues, and
in the lead-up to winter.

These include calculating live-
stock feed requirements, early
weaning, sowing a winter crop,
purchasing feed, selling stock,
applying fertiliser, using a stock
containment area, etc.

Fiona has extensive experience
in feed management, buying and
selling fodder, pasture assess-
ment and much more. There will
be plenty of time for questions.

Everyone is welcome to attend
and reach out to a neighbour
and invite them along, Afternoon
tea will be provided.

Register at events.humanitix.
com/dry-autumn-with-fiona-
baker-from-ag-vic or email Kir-
by@sgln.net.au.

South Gippsland veterans
honoured in grants

MULTIPLE local ex-service
organisations and commu-
nity groups have been suc-
cessful in the Ilatest round
of grants to upgrade RSL fa-
cilities and create welcoming
accessible places to commemo-
rate and support Victoria's vet-
erans.

Mirboo North RSL Sub-
Branch will receive $47,137 to
replace windows which are cur-
rently either boarded, broken,
or have damaged frames.

Kongwak Community Group
will receive $10,000 from the
Restoring Community War Me-
morials and Avenues of Honour
grants programs for improve-
ments to the Kongwak Avenue of
Honour.

The Korumburra RSL Sub-
Branch will receive $15,565
for interior painting, temporary
sealing of three walls contain-
ing asbestos, and the re-sanding
and polishing of timber floors
that date back to the building's
opening in 1959.

“T've first-hand seen the great
work the Korumburra RSL Sub-
Branch does in preserving local
veterans’ history and providing
a wonderful meeting place for
residents,” said Eastern Victoria
MP Tom McIntosh.

“By preserving these South
Gippsland memorials and up-
grading veterans’ facilities we're
helping future generations un-
derstand the legacy of service.”

Korumburra RSL Sub-Branch
Vice President Tony Moon said
Korumburra was very grateful
for the Veterans Capital Work
program.

“The grant money will go to-
wards a long overdue spruce-up
of our RSL Hall interior.

“A local painter is already hard
at work painting our walls and
ceiling and it looks great.

“We will also use the funds to
strip and resurface our floor.”
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Man arrested with
imitation firearm

A MALE was arrested on Gra-
ham Street near the Bendigo
Bank last Thursday at approxi-
mately 9.30am, following re-
ports of a male with a firearm
in the area. Police responded
swiftly and located the individ-
ual, who was challenged by of-
ficers and dropped the firearm
without resistance. He was ar-
rested at the scene. The firearm
was later confirmed to be an
imitation weapon. The man was
arrested for possession of a fire-
arm and will be summonsed to
appear at the Korumburra Mag-
istrates’ Court at a later date.

Car accident at Bass

A VEHICLE failed to give way at
the intersection of Soldiers Road
and Bass Highway on Monday
around 9.30am. It's understood
no persons were trapped.

Are Fisheries officers
being cut or not?

CONCERN has been ex-
pressed that sacking of 33 of the
state governments 69 frontline
Fisheries Officers is imminent
but reports are conflicting,

Last Thursday, May 15, Bass
MP Jordan Crugnale joined 50
fisheries officers and their sup-
porters on the steps of Parlia-
ment noting that between them,
several Cowes-based officers had
150 years of expertise service.

“We know just how active and
highly regarded they are as we
saw most recently two alleged
abalone poaching incidents on
the Island,” said Ms Crugnale on
Facebook.

“We want the Cowes Station to
remain open and fully staffed,”
she said.

But whether that happens is
yet to be revealed.

Meanwhile, the Liberals and
Nationals tabled a petition in
State Parliament signed by more
than 21,000 Victorians, call-
ing on the State Government to
scrap its plans to gut Fisheries
compliance and enforcement.

Speaking about the proposal,
Shadow Minister for Outdoor
Recreation, Sam Groth, said
government was planning to
slash the number of fisheries
officer positions in Port Phillip
Bay and Western Port Bay — Vic-
toria’s busiest fishing and boat-
ing areas — from 27 down to just
nine. Statewide, 35 roles will be
cut, he said, reducing overall
staffing from 192 to 157.

“The petition reflects growing
anger and concern from recre-
ational fishers, environmental
advocates, and coastal commu-
nities across the state,” said Mr
Groth.

“Poaching has already begun.
While most people do the right
thing, a small percentage who
don't will wreak havoc on our
fisheries.

“Labor’s dismantling of fisher-
ies enforcement will leave our
waterways vulnerable to illegal
fishing, marine damage, and se-
rious safety risks.”



VicGrid listens: No turbines for
South Gippsland or Bass Coast

THE new Renewable Energy
Zone (REZ) map is out and
we're not on it.

Areas of South Gippsland pre-
viously earmarked for turbine
development at Korumburra
and between Foster and Fish
Creek, for example, have been
removed.

Most of the turbines and solar
farms will be located in the west
of the state but that doesn’'t mean
Gippsland is not pulling its weigh.
The new VicGrid Proposed Re-
newable Energy Zones map also
shows the offshore wind energy
zones for Victoria and theyre al-
most all located off the coast of
South Gippsland and Wellington
local government areas.

There’s also a shoreline re-
newable energy zone to coordi-
nate offshore wind connections
in an area from McLoughlins
Beach near Yarram to Seaspray
near Sale. Of course, this plan
only looks at what we need in
the next 15 years. All bets will
be off again after that as Victo-
ria and Melbourne in particular
continue to grow.

Community-based lobby
group, Responsible Renewables,
has welcomed VicGrid’'s 2025
Victorian Transmission Plan
draft, which it says confirms the
Wilsons  Promontory/Waratah
Bay region will only see the un-
derground Marinus Link, while
“this sensitive area is rightly ex-
cluded from designated Renew-
able Energy Zones and protect-
ed from related infrastructure”.

“This decision respects what
residents, visitors, and all who
cherish this special region value:
pristine natural environments,
extraordinary biodiversity, rich
cultural heritage, and spectacu-
lar land and seascapes that be-
long to future generations as
much as our own,” said Laura
Jennings, spokesperson for Re-
sponsible Renewables.
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VicGrid has identified seven proposed Renewable Energy Zones across Victoria for onshore
renewable energy infrastructure and a shoreline renewable energy zone to coordinate
offshore wind connections in an area from McLoughlins Beach near Yarram to Seaspray

near Sale (blue area).

“While this brings some clar-
ity, stronger community consul-
tation remains essential as re-
newable energy expands across
Victoria. Government and de-
velopers must genuinely engage
with local communities to shape
this transition thoughtfully. Re-
sponsible Renewables remains
committed to supporting Victo-
ria’s necessary energy transition
while protecting our region’s
unique environmental, agricul-
tural, and tourism assets,” said
Ms Jennings.

Here’s what VicGrid had to say
when the long-awaited news on
the proposed Renewable Energy
Zones dropped on Friday after-
noon, May 16:

“VicGrid, the government
body responsible for planning
and developing the state’s re-
newable energy zones, has re-
leased the Draft 2025 Victorian

Transmission Plan for com-
munity and industry feedback
ahead of the release of the final
plan later this year.

“The Victorian Transmission
Plan is necessary to keep the
lights on and keep energy costs
affordable as Victoria’s coal-fired
power stations close.

“It sets out how much more
wind and solar energy Victo-
ria is expected to need over the
next 15 years and identifies the
most suitable locations for new
renewable energy and transmis-
sion projects. In response to
significant community and in-
dustry consultation conducted
in 2024, the draft plan identifies
proposed areas for the renew-
able energy zones.

“In total, less than one per cent
of the state will be needed for on-
shore renewable infrastructure.
The proposed renewable energy

zones cover about seven per
cent of the state. Not all this land
will host energy infrastructure.”

People can have their say on
the draft 2025 Victorian Trans-
mission Plan at engage.vic.gov.
au/vicgrid or at one of many in-
person hubs and events.

VicGrid CEO Alistair Parker
has encouraged further commu-
nity feedback.

“The transition to renewable
energy will benefit all Victorians
and boost regional economies,
but it needs to be done right with
long-term planning, certainty for
industry, genuine consultation
and real benefits for host com-
munities, landholders and First
Peoples,” said Mr Parker.

Drop in for information at the
Yarram Neighbourhood House,
on Wednesday, May 28, 2025
and Wednesday, June 11, 2025
from 1lam to 3pm.

New high-voltage lines for Woodside near Yarram

WHILE the news was good for
Bass Coast and South Gippsland,
especially for those who don't
want to see wind turbines and
new transmission lines running
across their green rolling hills, it
wasn't so good for the people of
the Woodside area near Yarram.

As part of the new draft
2025 Victorian Transmission
Plan published last Friday, it is
planned to construct new high-
voltage lines, starting at Wood-
side, connecting the offshore

wind projects to the grid in the
Latrobe Valley.

Here are some of the new as-
pects of the transmission plan:
¢ A draft proposed Gippsland
Shoreline Renewable Energy
Zone between the Gippsland
coast and South Gippsland
Highway, from Seaspray to
Reeves Beach, where offshore
wind developers will need to
locate underground cables that
connect to a connection hub
near Giffard. This zone is not
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designed to host onshore wind
or solar projects.

* A Gippsland offshore wind
transmission stage two project,
which includes a new 500 kV
transmission line from the exist-
ing transmission network near
Driffield to Woodside, and a new
500 kV line from Woodside to
Giffard. New terminal stations
will be needed at Driffield and
Woodside.

* A draft proposed Gippsland
Renewable Energy Zone in

between Morwell and Sale where
VicGrid is planning between 320
and 240 megawatts (MW) of new
onshore wind energy in this
zone.
* A second Hazelwood to Yal-
lourn 220KV transmission line,
approximately 10 kilometre long,
Local landholders at Wood-
side are determined that the
high-voltage lines will go under-
ground and Alistair Parker, CEO
of VicGrid, seemed to leave that
open on ABC Radio this week.

$50M island bridge
works top billion
dollar road blitz

ONE OF the features of a $976 million
‘Better Roads Blitz’ in Tuesday’s State
Budget, to fix potholes and upgrade
road surfaces across Victoria, will be a
$50 million maintenance program on
the San Remo-Phillip Island Bridge.

But it's no gift. If the government
doesn’t fix serious problems with the
bridge now, the Department of Trans-
port and Planning could be forced to
consider load limits, lane closures or
worse.

The huge maintenance program fol-
lows extensive assessment of the con-
dition of the bridge in late 2024 after
concerns were raised about cracking,
rust-staining, or spalling of the concrete
covering of the bridge’s steel structure.

At the time, the department said the
assessment of the bridge’s condition
would take several months, conducted
while Westernport Water was undertak-
ing its Pipeline Bracket Renewal proj-
ect.

“Specialised crews will inspect the
surface, sides and underneath of the
bridge with minimal disruption to traf-
fic, and expert divers will also be used
for underwater structural inspections.”

The results of that assessment are in,
and the government has moved quickly
to address the problem as a matter of
urgency.

Bass MP Jordan Crugnale welcomed
the funding announcement last Friday,
saying frankly that it was a matter of
safety.

“If we don’t invest and take action
now, the bridge will continue to deterio-
rate to the point where it will become
unsafe,” she said.

In its statement about the impend-
ing announcement in the budget, the
Government said it was allocating $50
million “to undertake important main-
tenance work on San Remo Bridge, the
link to Phillip Island, which ensures
residents and the 3.5 million tourists
who visit the island each year can get
there safer and sooner.”

When the Phillip Island-San Remo
Bridge was built by contractor John
Holland and opened in November 1969,
it featured the traditional construction
method of reinforced concrete.

Normally, covering the steel structure
of a bridge with concrete will reduce the
rate of corrosion of the steel, even in a
harsh coastal environment, to a very
low, even negligible level.

But problems can and do arise.

As part of its Better Roads Blitz the
government said it was building on
what it claimed was “Victoria’s biggest
single-year investment in road mainte-
nance ever” last year by announcing an
even bigger single-year investment in
road maintenance this coming financial
year.

The timing of the Phillip Island Bridge
works, with possible load limits, lane
closures and delays is yet to be re-
vealed.
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Cr Brett Tessari

I WAS disappointed to learn the
Legislation for the State Govern-
ment's controversial Emergency
Services and Volunteers Fund
(ESVF) had passed parliament. I
know my fellow councillors share
this disappointment along with
our community. Particularly our
farming community who will be
disproportionately affected by
this levy. They're the heart and
soul of our small rural CFA and
SES stations, passionately volun-
teering their time to protect the
community they love.

Our Council has actively advo-
cated against the State Govern-
ment's ESVF, raising concerns
about its potential financial im-
pact on local communities and
the administrative burden it plac-
es on councils.

Now, I know many of you are go-
ing to say, “just don’t pay it”, trust
me, we explored it. But councils
right across the state have come
together with a united voice. We
are in this fight together, standing
up for the communities we serve.

In April, Council passed a mo-
tion demanding greater transpar-
ency and fairness in the rollout of
the new levy, calling for detailed
information on implementation,
local reinvestment, and support
for those unable to afford the
levy. A comprehensive report ad-
dressing these concerns will be
presented at the Council meeting
this Wednesday.

Council’s role as a State tax col-
lector is inefficient, burdensome,
and reputationally risky. Coun-
cil continues to call for a revised
model where the State Govern-
ment, through the State Revenue
Office, assumes responsibility for
collection and delivery.

When there is something pro-
posed by a State or Federal Gov-
ernment that we think will hurt
the local community we will also
fight hard to get it changed, as
we are currently doing with the
state’s ESVF.

One of Council’s most impor-
tant jobs is to speak up for our
community and make sure Bass
Coast gets its fair share of fund-
ing and support. That’s why the
Mayor and I regularly meet with
decision-makers in Canberra, to
build strong relationships and
push for the things our growing
community needs.

After a real nail-biter of a count,
I would also like to extend my
congratulations to the new Fed-
eral Member for Monash, Mary
Aldred. We're looking forward to
working with her on the stuff that
really matters for Bass Coast.

With the Albanese Government
re-elected, the Mayor and I will
keep doing what we've been do-
ing: building relationships and
making sure the needs of our
patch are front and centre.

In my role as Deputy Chair of
Peri Urban Councils Victoria, and
through the Mayor’s roles as Dep-
uty Chair of One Gippsland and
Regional Board Director for the
Municipal Association of Victoria
(MAV) representing Gippsland,
we’'ve got a strong seat at the table
to make sure Bass Coast’'s voice
is heard at the state and federal
level.

Residents push back on
Wonthaggl expan5|n proposal

A GROWING wave of opposi-
tion is building in Wonthaggi's
north, as residents push back
against a development plan for
Regency Drive and surrounding
streets, citing concerns about
poor communication, increased
traffic, environmental destruc-
tion and a potential drop in prop-
erty values.

The proposed Development
Plan, currently under review by
Bass Coast Shire Council, would
enable further subdivision in
the recently rezoned area, which
transitioned from Low Density
Residential to General Residen-
tial in January under the Plan-
ning Scheme Amendment C152,
led by the Victorian Planning Au-
thority.

But residents say they were
never properly consulted on the
change nor given a clear picture
of what it would mean for their
community.

Everett OKeeffe, a long-time
resident of Regency Drive, is one
of many locals who feel blind-
sided.

“We were not consulted in the
slightest by anyone,” Mr O’Keeffe
said. “No one came to us and
asked us if we think it would
work. And all of a sudden, I'm
looking at a document that's got
a road through the back of my
place, and some people have
roads right where their house is.”

Planning Scheme Amendment
C152 also introduced the Wont-
haggi North East Precinct Struc-
ture Plan (PSP), which aims to
increase residential growth and
outlines a target density of ap-
proximately 11 dwellings per
hectare.

Mr OKeeffe, like others in the
area, is concerned that he may
eventually be forced to subdivide
or sell due to increasing rates — a
consequence of the rezoning - de-
spite having no interest in selling,

“The only thing they can do is
start raising my rates until I can’t
afford to pay them anymore,” he
said.

“Up until then, they can't put a
road through my property unless
I sell it to them and let them do

that.”

He described the proposal as
“a complete lie” and “a piece of
garbage no one can read,” accus-
ing those responsible of hiding
behind vague and intimidating
language.

“If I was to submit something
like that in Latin, it would be
thrown out straight away. It
doesn't even say how the blocks
are meant to be built. I can’t imag-
ine how Council has said this has
got some substance to it that we
need to vote on.”

Residents from neighbouring
Sussex Court, like Terry and
Dianne Haines, weren't even in-
formed of the proposal until just
days before the deadline for pub-
lic submissions.

“If we hadn’t gotten a letter from
Everett, we never would have
known about this,” Mrs Haines
said. “And that's a real problem.”

Terry Haines said he was told
40 submissions were received
before the March 31 deadline, of
which 33 opposed the plan, six
supported it and one was neutral.

The couple raised concerns
about traffic, construction noise,
environmental damage and fall-
ing property values.

“We wanted to meet with some
of the councillors so they could
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come and have a look,” said
Mrs Haines. “But they said they
don’t do that sort of work. What
are councillors for, if not to see
firsthand the impacts these plans
have?”

She noted that their street is
home to native wildlife, includ-
ing wallabies and diverse birdlife
— habitats she fears will be lost if
the development proceeds.

In a written statement, a Coun-
cil spokesperson confirmed that
no final decision has been made
and that feedback from the com-
munity is being considered.

“Council acknowledges that
many residents have raised con-
cerns regarding the potential sub-
division of properties, removal of
local flora and fauna, impacts on
property values, and increased
traffic and noise,” the statement
read.

“Some residents have also ex-
pressed that aspects of the pro-
posed Development Plan appear
vague or unclear.”

Mr O’Keeffe believes this vague-
ness has not been without conse-
quence.

“This proposal has scared the
hell out of a lot of people here,”
he said. “We've got some people
who think that roads are going to
be put through their house and
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Residents Dianne Hames, Terry Haines and Maureen Duke are among those voicing their
frustration over the handling of the Regency Drive proposal. W02 1925

there’s going to be compulsory
acquisition. It's been terrible.”

He believes the process is erod-
ing trust and community spirit.

“It may be legal what they’re do-
ing, but it does feel very un-Aus-
tralian.”

He also raised safety concerns
about the plan’s reliance on ex-
tending Regency Drive — a dead-
end road - as a key access point
for a growing residential area.

“You can't have that many peo-
ple on a road that has a dead
end,” he said. “If something dras-
tic happened here, you could cre-
ate a traffic jam where the fire
trucks can't get up here.”

When asked what an acceptable
path forward might look like, Mr
O’Keeffe said it starts with trans-
parency and respect.

“Australia is not land-poor.
We don't need to pack everyone
into high-density areas. Lifestyle
blocks are part of what makes
this place great.”

For now, locals like the O’Keeffes
and Haineses are urging Council
to reconsider the plan entirely or
at the very least, restart the con-
sultation process with genuine
community input.

“This is not how democracy is
meant to work,” Mr Haines said.

“We all deserve a voice.”

Wonthaggi not

A NIGHT of senseless vandal-
ism in Graham Street, Wont-
haggi has left at least two local
shopkeepers appalled at what
they fear were random acts of
vandalism.

“There’s no sense behind it,”
said Jodie Williams, owner of
Gypsy Dreaming.

Police are calling for CCTV
camera footage after two shop-
fronts were smashed on the
same night between 7pm and
6.30am on Tuesday, May 13
and Wednesday, May 14.

The front glass door to Gypsy
Dreaming was broken but the
suspect failed to gain entry.

Further down Graham Street,
a side entrance window was
shattered at Mitchell and Co
Traditional Butchers but again
nothing was taken.

“The shop was empty,” said
butcher Brandon Bull.

Both shopfronts are likely to
cost many hundreds of dollars
to repair.

“Gypsy Dreaming is a special
place for me and my custom-
ers,” said Ms Williams. “We've
been in business for 10 years
and never had any trouble be-
fore.”
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“It’s just not safe late at night,” says Brandon Bull of Mitchell
& Co Traditional Butchers. B0O4_2025

Selling dresses and skirts
made from natural fibres, lace,
scents, books and journals,
crystals and handmade bean-
ies, scarves and woollens Gypsy
Dreaming has a loyal following.

“It was a violent act of vandal-
ism that we're seeing more and
more of,” said Jodie.

Brandon Bull from Mitchell

and Co. Traditional Butchers
was just as surprised.

“It's never happened before
that I can remember,” said
Brandon.

“We work hard for what we
have here. I guess there’s not
much police can do.”

Encouraged by the support
they've received from customers

safe at night claim Graham Street shopkeepers

both businesses were trading as
normal the next day once their
premises had been secured.

“It cost me $500 to repair the
door,” said Jodie Williams.

“There’s a lot more violence
about the town,” said Brandon
Bull.

“It's just not safe late at night.”

Investigations into a series of
reports of damage in Graham
Street remain ongoing and po-
lice are working to establish
whether the two incidents are
related to any other reports of
damage in the same area.

In the first instance a front
glass display window was
smashed and an aluminium
door frame damaged according
to police and the offender or
offenders also caused damage
to another store window close
by, but no entry was gained and
nothing was stolen.

Anyone who witnessed either
incident or has information
which may be useful to police
is urged to contact Crime Stop-
pers on 1800 333 000 or sub-
mit a confidential report online
at crimestoppersvic.com.au or
contact Wonthaggi Police Sta-
tion on 5671 4100.



Supporter speaks up amid
Regency Drive development debate

By Trent Westaway

WHILE many Wonthaggi North
residents are voicing concerns
over a proposed development
plan for Regency Drive and its
nearby streets, some are step-
ping forward to support the vi-
sion, describing it as a measured
response to the town’s growing
population and evolving needs.

Sue Bird has lived on Regency
Drive for more than two decades
and calls the street home in every
sense of the word.

“T've lived in Wonthaggi all my
life — 66 years — and this part of
town has always offered the best
of both worlds,” she said.

“The space, the peace, and the
community. It's why I built my
life here. But I also know change
is coming, and this plan is about
managing that change, not just
reacting to it.”

Bird supports the draft Devel-
opment Plan. She sees the pro-
posal not as a threat, but rather
as a future-focused opportunity.

“It gives people options, with-
out forcing anyone into any-
thing,” she said. “No one is being
told they have to develop, but if
we choose to, there’s a structure
in place to guide how that hap-
pens. I think that's a good thing,”

Her comments echo those of
the project manager representing
the developers behind the plan.

In a written statement, Kai-
nen Schrape implies that the
ship for pushback may have al-
ready sailed, stating the proposal
builds on years of consultation
and is not about whether devel-
opment should occur, but rather
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how it should unfold.

“The area was rezoned from
Low Density Residential to Gen-
eral Residential by the Victorian
Planning Authority, following
a public process that began in
2020,” he explained.

“Only two of the 32 landowners
within the Regency Drive precinct
formally objected at the time.”

He said the plan acts as a high-
level framework that outlines
potential roads and lot layouts,
with built-in flexibility and a goal
of preserving local character.

“As project manager, I'm advo-
cating for a capped density model
— most lots would be 800 square
metres or larger. This approach
prevents overdevelopment and
maintains the open, semi-rural
feel of the area,” he said.

“It's about thoughtful planning,
not high-density infill.”

Mr Schrape, who is a Wont-
haggi resident himself and grew

&

up on Wentworth Road, also said
that more than half the landown-
ers within the precinct are not
objecting to the plan. Many, he
said, view the opportunity to sub-
divide as a practical step toward
retirement, financial security, or
staying in the area by downsizing
on their own terms.

For Bird, that message resonates.

“T've got five kids. Downsizing one
day without leaving my neighbour-
hood means a lot,” she said.“This
plan lets long-term residents ben-
efit from the change rather than be
caught off guard by it.”

In the weeks since the proposed
plan went on public exhibition,
pushback has intensified. Some
believe the proposal could bring
noise, traffic and environmental
harm, while others fear rate in-
creases or even forced sales.

Bird acknowledged those con-
cerns but urged these residents
to have a broader viewpoint.
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“Growth is always going to
bring questions, but the key is
doing it in a way that's fair and
well thought out,” she said.

“I've read the plan. It's not per-
fect, but it's trying to balance
community values with the real-
ity that Wonthaggi is expanding,”

She also believes some opposi-
tion may stem from misunder-
standing,

“I've heard people worry about
roads going through homes or
townhouses popping up every-
where. But that's not what's being
proposed,” she said. “This isn't a
free-for-all. It's a plan. And peo-
ple still have the right to choose
what to do with their land.”

According to the proposed
plans, future infrastructure will
include improved roads, pedes-
trian links, access to green spac-
es, and proximity to a new sports
precinct and local services.

“Regency Drive is centrally lo-
cated within the Wonthaggi North
East Precinct Structure Plan.
The proposed connections en-
sure future residents won't just
be stuck in cul-de-sacs — theyll
be part of an integrated commu-
nity,” Kainen explained.

As Bass Coast Shire Council
reviews the recent 40 submis-
sions received — 33 of which op-
posed the plan — Schrape says
that community voices will con-
tinue to shape outcomes.

“I remain committed to a re-
sponsible and respectful process.
Ultimately, this isn’t about forcing
development — it's about giving
clarity, preserving choice, and en-
suring the town’s growth happens
in a way that respects its roots.”

Book your children’s
flu vaccination today

Voice your
opinion Rhyll

THE Bass Coast Shire Council has
included Rhyll Recreation Reserve as a
location for a fenced dog park on the is-
land in the draft Domestic Animal Man-
agement Plan. The plan shows that the
entire northern side of the park will be
exclusively used for dogs and their own-
ers. The Rhyll community is asking resi-
dents to respond to the survey while it's
still in consultation stage until June 9.

Judy Lawrence from the Rhyll Com-
munity Association said this would
mean the end of the Twilight Markets
and would certainly restrict many other
events that are held in the park.

“It would also mean that our planned
exercise trail would be vastly modified
or scrapped, together with the plan for
the Community Garden - a proposal
being considered for the corner of the
Rhyll Park in the South East corner.

“At present, the dog park is in ‘commu-
nity consultation' mode, but the only oth-
er area that has been suggested for the
island is Blue Gum Reserve. We would
like to see as many residents as possible
responding to the survey,” said Judy.

“We're not against dogs, hey, we pay
for our own doggie bags for the area, but
it's the suggestion of it being at the park
— it's just too small, and it's a space for
kids to play soccer and football. In any
way it's designed, having it there is going
to cut the park in half - it's simply not
big enough,” said Judy.

The Rhyll committee said they have
received several emails from concerned
residents who have either rejected the
idea of the fenced dog park or suggested
an alternative site.

“Reasons vary from the danger to
wildlife (echidnas), dangers of unso-
cialised dogs, potential for dog fights
and injuries and noise that will be gen-
erated from the dog park. One sugges-
tion from a resident was the area at the
top of Beach Road and Reid Street.”

Have your say, visit at Bass Coast Engage.
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They’ll tell you how to waIk the dog

YOU can't just walk your
dog anywhere you like in Bass
Coast, regardless of whether it's
on a leash or off.

For example, it might come as
a complete surprise to many to
learn that between December
1 and April 30 each year, you
can't go for a stroll along ‘Lovers
Walk’ in Cowes with your dog,
on the shared pathway connect-
ing The Esplanade to Strad-
broke Avenue.

Between the hours of 10am
and 5pm, and also between
8pm and 7am, dogs are com-
pletely prohibited in this area,
on leash or not. But regardless
of the rules, posted at both ends
of the walking path, it remains
one of the most popular loca-
tions for local residents and vis-
itors to go for a walk with their
dogs at all times of the year.

It's not civil disobedience, it's
simply how it is... people us-
ing the pathway to walk up to
the Cowes’ shops from their
homes, holiday houses and oth-
er accommodation in the East
Cowes area.

This anomaly and other is-
sues relating to how Bass Coast
Shire Council manages dogs,
cats and other domestic ani-
mals within the shire are the
subject of a four-year review of
the shire’s Domestic Animal
Management Plan (DAMP) to
decide the arrangements need-
ed for 2026-2029.

Last Thursday, May 15, the
shire held a meeting of its Do-
mestic Animal Management Ad-
visory Committee for the first
time since 2016 at the Bernin-
neit cultural centre.

In attendance were repre-
sentatives of the shire, Phil-
lip Island Nature Parks, Bird-
life Australia, Friends of the
Hooded Plovers group, Phillip
Island Conservation Society, In-
verloch Dog Group, Friends of
Surf Beach, the Phillip Island
Bass Coast Dogowners Group,

Did you know that you can’t walk up to the shops in Cowes
with your dog, along ‘Lovers Walk’, for much of the time
between December 1 and April 30 each year? That might
change when the shire’s new Domestic Animal Management
Plan (DAMP) comes out.

Coronet Bay Ratepayers As-
sociation and the shire’s dog
trainers.

The meeting was supposed
to be invite-only, with only reg-
istered community groups sup-
posed to attend, but a represen-
tative of the so-called Friends of
San Remo Wombats group had
a seat at the table.

As much as the Friends of
San Remo Wombats group say
“we have no issue whatsoever
with off-leash dogs on allocated
beaches if the owners do the
right thing”, the group has spon-
sored an open letter to the Bass
Coast Shire Council on change.
org in the form of a petition, so
far signed by 671 people, call-
ing on council to “reassess the
allowance of off-leash dogs on
the San Remo back beach/fore-
shore”.

In a Facebook post about
the future of off-leash dogs on
the San Remo back beach,
the group has said that if rule-
breakers allow their off-leash
dogs to continue ‘“visiting

wombat burrows” and putting
wildlife at risk, council should
consider taking away all off-
leash privileges from them and
also those doing the right thing,

It's exactly the situation that
the Phillip Island Bass Coast
Dogowners Group don't want
to see.

According to the group’s pres-
ident Cheryl Owens, the group
has a simple three-point plan;
reduce all restrictions on the
shire’s off-leash dog beaches to
the period between December
15 and January 31, add a new
off-leash dog beach exercise
area at Cape Woolamai between
the Grollo Estate and the Phil-
lip Island Bridge, and retain all
existing off-leash and on-leash
exercise areas for dogs.

“It was refreshing to hear the
representative of Birdlife Aus-
tralia saying that a dog on-leash
presents no more risks than a
person walking on the beach,”
said Cheryl Owens.

“We also heard that the
number of registered dogs in

Bass Coast has risen by 26.2
per cent since the last review
of the DAMP. The percentage of
dog ownership by households
in Bass Coast is significant and
we need more places for people
to walk with their dogs, not
less.”

And Ms Owens said the coun-
cil shouldnt be wasting time
trying to put new dog parks
where they're not wanted.

“The people of Rhyll dont
want a dog park, and we never
asked for it. No one wants a
dog park at Rhyll so why waste
money, time and effort pursu-
ing it. Move on to places where
people want them and theyre
needed.”

Ms Owens said she supported
the initiative for an additional
dog park at Inverloch.

“They’ve got a good one on the
Inlet side but they desperately
need another one.”

Of course, the Domestic Ani-
mal Management Plan (DAMP)
isn’t only about dogs. It's also
about controls on cats including
the recently introduced rules on
cat containment.

If you'd like to have your say,
go to the Engage Bass Coast
website engage.basscoast.vic.
govau/DAMP and consider
filling out the survey which is
open until June 9 and has al-
ready attracted hundreds of
responses.

You can also attend one of the
shire’s pop-up DAMP sessions
and have a chat to the council in
person, including on:

* Tuesday, May 20, 2025, 12
noon to 2pm at the Bernin-
neit Arts and Cultural Centre,
Cowes

* Thursday, May 29, 2025, 3pm
to 5pm Inverloch Community
Centre

* Monday, June 2, 2025, 4pm
to 6pm Wonthaggi Plaza

e Thursday, June 5, 2025,
10am to 12 noon Corinella &
District Community Centre.

DEECA calls tenders for

RAIN and high winds along
the Bass Coast have done little
to reassure nervous Inverloch
residents fearful their lifesav-
ing club could soon be under-
mined. Warning signs posted
along the Inverloch surf beach
warning of unstable dunes have
fallen into the sea with little re-
maining of 100 cubic metres of
sand dredged and dumped on
either side of the lifesaving club
prior to Easter.

Releasing the latest update for
the Inverloch sand renourish-
ment project State Member for

ALL YEAR LEVELS

Tuesday 3™ June
4.30pm
Ryanston Campus

INFORMATION SESSION

450 Dalyston - Glen Forbes Road, Ryanston

By Bruce Wardley

Bass Jordan Crugnale MP sug-
gested a tender will be award-
ed to a successful contractor
between May and August this
year with dune reconstruction
to commence between Septem-
ber and November 2025.

“The Department of Energy,
Environment and Climate Ac-
tion (DEECA) plans to dredge
110,000 cubic metres of sand
from Anderson Inlet and pump
it along one kilometre of the
surf beach to a height of three

the Inverloch surf beach

to four metres,” explained Mr
Crugnale in a newsletter deliv-
ered to Inverloch residents.

A 810 million package re-
cently announced by the State
Government for six sites along
the Victorian coastline includ-
ed funding to repair and extend
the geotextile container wall at
Inverloch, safe access to the In-
verloch surf beach, road asset
protection and dune stabilisa-
tion for the planting of vegeta-
tion.

Jordan Crugnale MP antici-
pates these works will happen

either before or during the
initial dune reconstruction
phase retaining natural envi-
ronmental values and provid-
ing a safe and accessible beach.

“This project is a large scale,
engineered restoration proj-
ect which aims to rebuild part
of the lost sand dune with the
long-term aim of creating safe
access to the beach from the
Surf Life Saving Club building
and Surf Parade.”

Read the full story online
at sgst.com.au

Loch servo owner sick
of constant break-ins
just for cigarettes

A SMALL business, doing its best in
the toughest of conditions, to serve the
town of Loch and the surrounding region,
has been broken into again and again, by
would-be thieves.

The Shell Service Station has been
broken into three times in the last five
weeks, with significant damage caused to
infrastructure on occasion.

Store owner Dominic Mahoney has had
the business for the past eleven years and
break-ins have never been so frequent.

He commented that the thieves leave be-
hind repairs to be made, a mess to clean
up and paperwork for another insurance
claim, however, they don't actually take
anything.

“They're after the cigarettes, but they
can’'t get to them,” said Dominic.

“The cigarette cabinets are particularly
hard to get into.”

This hasn't stopped the would be
thieves from trying time after time; and
after every attempted burglary, Dominic
puts in additional security measures, so
the thieves have to find a new way to get
in.

“They broke in with a crowbar by wedg-
ing it into the door last year, and you can’t
do that now, there’s a metal bar in the
place of that — things like that.”

Amongst the additional repairs, securi-
ty measures and clean ups, Dominic will
now also be forced to spend thousands
of dollars on purchasing a new cigarette
cabinet.

“This one’s all completely bashed up.
I'll have to get a new one with a new lock
and stuff. It's dodgy to shut the rollers.
I haven't bought that yet. That's about
$3000.”

Dominic believes the thieves are after
the cigarettes to sell on at a reduced price
— because they are now so expensive with
additional government taxes.

From March 2015 to March 2025, the
excise on factory-made cigarettes in-
creased threefold, and smokers now pay
$1.40 more per stick than ten years ago.

Additional tobacco excises were an-
nounced in the 2023-24 Federal bud-
get where the excise rates for all tobacco
products are to be increased by five per
cent annually in addition to routine index-
ation, from September 1, 2023 to Septem-
ber 1, 2025.

As of March 2025, the excise payable on
a budget pack of 20 cigarettes was $28.06
plus GST of $3.45 making up about 83.0
per cent of tax or $31.51 on an advertised
packet selling for $37.95.

Dominic believes the thieves weren't
from the area as he doesn’t stock enough
cigarettes to make it worth their while.

“For two of them, they definitely weren’t
from here. I could tell that they weren't —
they didn't do things the way they would
do them if they’d been inside the shop.”

While the store owner has footage of
the thieves’ cars, they didn’'t have number
plates, or the identity of the thieves, so it
limits what the police can do.

If anyone has any information please
contact Crimestoppers 1800 333 00.

leongathaoptometrists.com.au
info@leongathaoptometrists.com.au

70 Baiir Street
Leongatha 3953

Phone 5662 3485
Monday to Friday - 9am to Spm
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As we approach the cooler
months, remember to embrace
all South Gippsland has to offer,
even during winter!

The dropping temperature is a
perfect time to pop on a coat

and embark on an adventure by
foot or bike on one of the region’s
many stunning trails and tracks.

Try a stretch of the 130 kilometre
Great Southern Rail Trall, running
from Nyora to Yarram. The

Trail has many gentle sections
suitable for all ability levels,

and your four-legged friends are
welcome to join you on a leash!

If you are not feeling quite that
energetic, South Gippsland also
has a spread of festivals, cosy
shops and cafes to enjoy.

Stop in at one of the many
picturesque towns for a hot
drink and hearty meal, or browse
through one of the charming
clothing or homewares
boutiques. There are also
galleries and libraries scattered
across the region for all to enjoy.

South Gippsland is full of beauty
and wonder. For all upcoming
events and activities, head to:

visitsouthgippsland.com.au

South Gippsland Shire Council News

DRY SEASON SUPPORT

GippsDairy with support from
Agriculture Victoria are running two
events to help farmers during dry
conditions.

COUNCIL MEETINGS

The next Council Meeting will be held on
Wednesday 21 May 2025 at 2.00pm.

Details will be available on Council’s
website:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
councilmeetings

To watch the meeting live or when it suits
you, visit:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/live

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Looking for a new job? We might have the
perfect position for you! Check out our
current vacant positions here:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
vacantpositions

Tactics for Dry Times
Session 1

When: Wednesday 21 May
Where: Inverloch

Session 2
When: Wednesday 27 May
Where: Drouin

For more information and to register,
visit:
www.dairyaustralia.com.au/events-
calendar
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UPCOMING EVENTS

The Southern Lights Festival at Coal Creek and
Loch Food and Wine Festival are returning this
winter!

Head down to Korumburra on Saturday 7 June
and Loch on Sunday 8 June to enjoy these
fantastic events.

For details of these and other events happening
in South Gippsland this winter, go to:
visitsouthgippsland.com.au/events

REQUEST FOR TENDERS

Council is seeking submissions from
qualified companies/applications for the
following:

RFT/443 - 25/26 Resheet Program
Tenders close 2.00pm AEDT on Tuesday 27
May 2025.

Documentation is available from Council’s
e-Tendering Portal
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/tenders

CONTACT US

9 Smith Street, Leongatha
15 Little Commercial Street, Korumburra
03 5662 9200

www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au A

South Gippsland
ShireCouncil
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Thalia Baker, Isla Haw, Demi Bradshaw (South Gippsland Shire Council community development officer), Rupert
Gilligan De Wolff, Emily Rogers, Luke Hannigan and Erica Begg are ready for their latest Youth Council meeting at Mirboo
North Library on Tuesday. AO5 2025

South Gippsland Youth Council
giving young people a voice

YOUNG locals have an out-
let for their good ideas while
building leadership and organ-
isational skills through mem-
bership of the South Gippsland
Shire Youth Council.

The current group of 11
members help guide South
Gippsland Shire Council’s
future direction through their
interaction with councillors
and council officers, ensuring
young voices are considered
in determining the Shire’s
needs.

Event planning is another
focus for the Youth Council,
with the organisation and
running of a successful youth
disco in Mirboo North a high-

light.
Demi  Bradford, South
Gippsland Shire Council’s

community development offi-
cer, supports the Youth Coun-
cil members, allowing them to
drive initiatives and helping
them develop their leadership
and event management skills.

The group meets monthly
in various South Gippsland
towns, with Cr Brad Snell at-
tending each session.

As well as the youth disco
that attracted over 120 at-
tendees and ran smoothly,
the Youth Council has run a
youth book club throughout
the shire.

Demi said it is an incredible
feeling seeing the group devel-
op skills they can use for the
rest of their lives, describing
learning how to run an event
as “a massive undertaking”.

Isla Haw has been part of the
Youth Council since it began
in 2023, persuaded to join by
an expectation it would be fun
and the fact she enjoys leader-
ship positions.

“I like making a difference,”
she said.

Isla spoke of the teamwork
required to organise the
youth disco and the fact ev-
eryone carried out their spe-
cific roles, with that including
getting food truck quotes in
her case.

She said that as well as cre-
ating an outlet for young peo-
ple’s ideas, the Youth Council
helps them to disprove the
negative stigma around teen-
agers, showing they can be

valuable contributors to the
community.

As well as organising and
running the disco, the group’s
promotion of the event en-
sured it exceeded expecta-
tions, with initial predictions
that between 20 and 50 peo-
ple would attend.

Promotion took place across
schools, through social me-
dia, South Gippsland Shire
Council, community notice-
boards and local newspapers.

There is strong communica-
tion within the diverse group
that form the Youth Council,
the members of which are
supportive of each other.

Luke Hannigan has also
been a member since the
start, enjoying working as
part of a group and the op-
portunities to connect with
others in the community.

“It's been a great way to meet
councillors and council offi-
cers,” he said, explaining that
leads to opportunities to con-
tribute to South Gippsland
Shire Council decision-mak-
ing and advocacy efforts to
other levels of government.

Erica Begg also loves work-
ing with other Youth Council
members.

“Meeting these guys and
hearing their ideas,” she says
when asked what she consid-
ers the highlight of belonging
to the group.

Thalia Baker found her
way onto the Youth Council
through her involvement with
Live4Life, a mental health ed-
ucation model designed spe-
cifically for rural and region-
al communities, with Demi
holding a crew support role
with that organisation.

“I really like the commu-
nity of Youth Council,” Thalia
said, describing it as welcom-
ing and warm.

Foster, Yanakie, Mirboo
North, Leongatha, Venus Bay
and Tarwin Lower are repre-
sented on the Youth Council.

Its membership was open to
those aged between 14 and 25
years, and while that is cur-
rently full, there is a possibil-
ity of additional spots opening
up if staffing allows.

Sentinel-Times will report if
such an opportunity occurs.

Rainbow Celebratlon IN Leongatha champlons equality

A JOYOUS celebration of
the LGBTIQA+ community
occurred in Leongatha on
Wednesday as members of
the public, councillors and
council staff marked IDAHO-
BIT, albeit a couple of days
early.

Deputy Mayor Sarah Gilli-
gan explained the origins of
the International Day against
Homophobia, Biphobia and
Transphobia, noting it marks
the anniversary of when ho-
mosexuality was removed
from the World Health Or-
ganisation’s list of psychiatric
diseases on May 17, 1990.

While acknowledging much
progress has occurred in
the 35 years since, in terms
of improving “acceptance,
support and the visibility of
those in the queer communi-
ty” Cr Gilligan stressed there
is still much work to be done
on the road to equality.

“Events such as this shine
a light on discrimination still
faced by some in our commu-
nity and invite us to do better

Cr Bron Beach, Leongatha Girl Guides leader Robyn Begg
and Cr Sarah Gilligan embrace diversity in Leongatha.
A08_2025

every day to make everyone
feel included,” she told those
gathered for the raising of the
Philadelphia Pride flag.

The design of that flag,
which features a black and
a brown stripe in addition to
the traditional rainbow co-
lours, was commissioned by

the Philadelphia City Council
to incorporate queer commu-
nities of colour.

During her speech, Cr Gil-
ligan reflected on the mar-
riage equality debate in Aus-
tralia, saying she couldn't at
the time marry her partner of
25 years, noting she wanted

the right to do so whether the
couple chose to or not.

She commented that as a
member of the queer com-
munity, she wants to be cel-
ebrated, not just accepted.

“In 2025, we should be
moving forward celebrating
diversity as an important
part of our community,” Cr
Gilligan said.

Referring to a Gippsland
study that revealed only 14
per cent of respondents be-
lieve leaders in the commu-
nity listen to the concerns of
LGBTQIA+ people or are do-
ing enough to support them,
she acknowledged that as a
leader, she needs to be more
visible.

“The longer I'm in a leader-
ship position, the more im-
portant I can see it is for me
to be visible as a queer wom-
an,” Cr Gilligan told the Sen-
tinel-Times, having thanked
all those in attendance as she
raised the flag and encour-
aged people to celebrate the
LGBTQIA+ community.

Message

S [ i it o o

Cr John
Schelling

HELLO South Gippsland.
National Volunteer Week 2025

I would like to begin this week’s mes-
sage wishing our volunteers a happy Na-
tional Volunteer Week (May 19 to 25).
Volunteering is an essential part of com-
munity; helping to increase connected-
ness and improve social vibrancy. Being
a volunteer myself, I can’'t recommend it
enough. Through volunteering I have met
and made great friends and worked to
achieve the shared goals of my commu-
nity. I was listening to the radio the other
day and it mentioned that volunteering
increases the life satisfaction of ageing
people as it promotes socialising, physi-
cal activity, learning and helps to bridge
generational gaps.

For any young people reading this today,
the benefits of volunteering are endless.
It can provide essential work experience,
networking opportunities and build self-
confidence and leadership skills.

The theme for this year’s National Vol-
unteer Week is all about ‘Connecting Com-
munities’ and I can’t thank our volunteers
enough for all that they do.

60 Years of the Leongatha and
District Netball Association

Speaking of our great volunteers, on
Saturday Night, Di and I attended the Le-
ongatha and District Netball Association
(LDNA) 60 Year Anniversary. LDNA is an
instrumental part of the Leongatha and
broader South Gippsland community.
The Association not only encourages our
young people be part of team sport, but
they also have hosted numerous deb balls
providing memorable moments for gener-
ations of young adults. I'd like to congratu-
late all the people who have volunteered
their time and energy to LDNA contribut-
ing to the lasting success of this invaluable
community group.

South Eastern Australia
Transport Strategy

Last week I attended the quarterly
meeting for the South Eastern Australia
Transport Strategy (SEATS) in Drouin.
We discussed Leongatha’s Kamikaze
Corner (South Gippsland Highway-Bass
Highway intersection) and the Australia
Governments funding for Simons Lane.
This Leongatha intersection is a sore
point for our community and is now one
of SEAT’s top advocacy priorities. I hope
to see funding for an alternate route plan
and a proposed solution in the future.

Councillors Out and About

My fellow Councillors have been proud-
ly representing our region throughout
Victoria. Last Thursday, Deputy Mayor
Sarah Gilligan and Councillor Nathan
Hersey joined leaders from across State
at the Victorian Coastal Councils Associa-
tion connecting with fellow coastal com-
munities, sharing insights and tackling
the unique challenges we all face along
our beautiful shorelines. Additionally, on
Friday, Councillor Nathan Hersey took
part in the Municipal Association of Vic-
toria (MAV) meeting. There, he cham-
pioned key motions on behalf of South
Gippsland, advocating for the support
our community deserves.

IDAHOBIT Day

Saturday, May 17 marked the official
International Day Against Homophobia,
Biphobia, Intersexism, and Transphobia,
more commonly known as IDAHOBIT
Day. Council recognised the day of signifi-
cance last Wednesday with a flag raising
ceremony. Deputy Mayor Sarah Gilligan
gave a heartfelt speech, highlighting our
diverse and inclusive community. I en-
courage everyone to demonstrate respect
— today and every day. Take care,
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Monash remains
a Liberal seat
24 years on

WHEN asked what resonated most with
voters, Mary attributed her achievement to
a deeply local, hands-on campaign.

“I put myself forward as a genuine local
who has had a track record of 20 years of
working with local community groups,” she
said.

“Whether that was as chair of the basket-
ball league or community aged care, I think
people see me as someone who rolls their
sleeves up.”

Being on the ground wasn't new for Mary.

“I was in the field as a candidate for the
longest period,” she said, reflecting on her
extended pre-campaign community engage-
ment.

She acknowledged the tough competition
from independent candidate Deb Leonard
and Labors’ Tully Fletcher but remains
humbled by the result.

“It was certainly a very tough contest,” she
said. “I'm incredibly privileged to be in this
position today.”

Once the AEC formally declares her vic-
tory, Mary said she plans to get straight to
work.

“As soon as I am formally declared, I'm
not going to waste a second,” she said.

Her top priorities include making sure the
commitments Labor made are delivered.
Working very closely with veteran groups,
community organisations, and sporting
clubs, and focusing on small and family-run
businesses, making sure they have the sup-
port and representation they deserve.

Mary said she is especially keen to main-
tain grassroots communication.

“One thing that worked really well over
the last 18 months is listening posts in all
communities, a convenient way for people
to stop me and offer feedback.”

She also plans to continue roundtables
with small business owners, veterans’
groups, and — notably — young people.

“I've had some valuable feedback on is-
sues important to them, particularly around
mental health and social media.”

With a sprawling electorate, Mary said
she’ll have an open-door policy but un-
derstands that it is a long way for many to
travel.

“I'm very mindful that we live in a large
electorate, and for a variety of reasons, it's
not always practical for people to travel to
another town,” she said.

“I want to make myself as accessible and
available as possible in every town.”

She also wants to continue her work with
disability and carer groups, not only on in-
dividual cases but broader policy as well.

“This is an electorate where you have to
know your ground,” she said.

“And that's the type of work I've been doing
for 20 years. I want to build on that and be a
very engaged, very proactive local member.

Leonard concedes in
hard-fought contest

LAST week the AEC advised Monash
candidates that they were discontinuing
the three-candidate preferred count and
resuming the two-candidate preferred
count, leaving Independent Deb Leonard
too far behind to make it into the top two.

As Deb conceded defeat in the hard-
fought contest, she left voters with a mes-
sage to remember that “your vote, every
vote, is powerful”.

“While the result is not what we had
hoped for, I am so incredibly proud of
the positive, community-driven campaign
we ran together,” she said. “I want to ex-
press my deepest gratitude to my amazing
campaign team and the hundreds of vol-
unteers who worked their hearts out over
many months to put forward a bold vision
for Monash'’s future.”

Deb said the grassroots campaign was
never about her, but about giving Monash
a genuine, local voice in Canberra.

“The incredible spirit and commitment
of everyone involved shows the hunger for
a new way of doing politics in our region
— one that puts the community first above
all party games.

“This is not the end, but the beginning
of a new kind of community politics in
Monash. I can’t wait to see this evolve.”

Our Mary ready to start work as the
newly elected Member for Monash

By Bruce Wardley

MESSAGES of congratu-
lations flooding in, the dust
had barely settled on Mary Al-
dred’s 2CP preferred victory in
Monash before the newly elect-
ed Liberal member for Monash
found herself on a plane head-
ed for Canberra ready to vote
for a new leader of the Liberal
Party.

Within hours the Liberal Par-
ty had not only voted Sussan
Ley as their first female lead-
er, but Mary Aldred had been
confirmed as the first woman
to represent the electorate of
Monash with both Labor’s
Tully Fletcher and Independent
Deb Leonard conceding defeat.

Congratulating Sussan Ley on
her elevation to Liberal Leader
by just a handful of votes Mary
Aldred said Ms Ley had been a
frequent visitor to Monash over
the last 18 months and under-
stood our community well.

Ms Aldred posted her sin-
cere appreciation on social
media to Sussan Ley for join-
ing her on visits to Baw Baw
Food Relief, storm affected
residents in Mirboo North,
veterans and community lead-
ers at the Phillip Island RSL,
residents impacted by coastal
erosion in Bass Coast, sport-
ing clubs in the Latrobe Valley
and local businesses.

Reflecting on the protracted
election count in the Division
of Monash Ms Aldred said
it had been a long and com-
plicated process but now we
have a result.

“I look forward to contribut-
ing as part of a coalition team
and being a strong local voice
for Monash,” said Ms Aldred.

“I understand, with my elec-
tion comes the expectation
from day one to deliver local-
ly and take a strong national
stand on behalf of the people
of Monash, and that's exactly
what I intend to do.”

Mary Aldred thanked her
volunteers and supporters
for their tireless work over 18
months particularly those who
had scrutineered around the
clock over the last week.

“I thank my family for their
unconditional love, and to my
broader Liberal Party family
across the Victorian Division
I give my profound thanks for
placing your untested faith in

l

Mary Aldred (Liberal MHR elect) will be the first woman
to represent Monash alongside Sussan Ley, the first female

leader of the Liberal Party.

me when you selected me as
your candidate,” said Mary.

Ms Aldred acknowledged
Labor candidate Tully Fletch-
er for his gracious phone call
and warm words once the re-
sult was announced early last
week.

“In particular I want to rec-
ognise Russell and Bronwyn
Broadbent for their service to
the former electorates of Cori-
nella and McMillan and to the
electorate of Monash.

“They are good people, and
I wish them well,” said Mary.

“We live in the best part, of
the best country, on earth.

“Much of the nation’s wealth
is generated in regions like
ours and I will fight to ensure
we have the infrastructure and
services we need,” said Mary.

“Gippsland’s regional suc-
cess fuels our national pros-
perity, and I will always stand
on the side of the jobs and in-
dustries that sustain this.

The Liberal Party has an
enormous task ahead, but it is
not insurmountable.

“In my view, that job in-
cludes recrafting our econom-
ic message to be the Liberal
Party’s central offering of as-
piration and opportunity to
all Australians.

“To focus on growth and pro-
ductivity, to be the party that
takes the policy lead on the ad-
aptation of new technology, and
to enliven the belief that small
and family businesses are the
drivers of innovation and en-
trepreneurship in this country.

“To the people of Monash, I
will work my heart out for you.”

ALP candidate Tully Fletcher
said Labor would be back.

After a week of complex
counting Mr Fletcher said once
the AEC had completed the
two-candidate preferred count
for Monash he called Mary (Al-
dred) to concede the seat and
congratulate her on retaining
Monash for the Liberal Party.

“I wish her well for the next
three years,” said Mr Fletcher.

Tully Fletcher acknowledged
the long service of departing
former Liberal MP Russell
Broadbent and wished Russell
and his wife Bronwyn all the
best for their next chapter.

“Its been an honour to
stand as Labor’s candidate in
Monash,” said Mr Fetcher.

“Like so many Labor cam-
paigns around Australia our
Monash Labor campaign was
powered by hundreds of local
Labor members, union mem-
bers, and volunteers.

“I'm sorry I wasn’t able to
deliver the result we wanted
this time.”

Mr Fletcher said his team
had fought hard and in only
eight weeks the low-budget
Labor campaign had outper-
formed the huge ad spend by
his opponents.

Wonthaggi emerged as a La-
bor stronghold.

“I'm proud to be from ‘Won-
ni’,” said Mr Fletcher “and I'm
grateful to the many friends,
neighbours, teachers, school-
mates, and workmates who
supported my campaign.”

Acknowledging Mary Aldred’s
clear win, Independent Deb
Leonard said her campaign

was only about 1000 votes be-
hind Labor in the 3CP count
and if she had come in above
Labor, there is a fair chance
that with Labor’s preferences
she could have won.

Ms Leonard said from the
day they launched their grass-
roots movement they knew
they were taking on the politi-
cal establishment.

“It was always going to be a
challenge, and in the face of it
all we remained true to our val-
ues and our community, put-
ting forward a bold vision for a
better Monash.

“Over many months, we con-
nected with thousands of lo-
cals who shared our hunger for
change.

“We elevated the issues that
matter most to Monash fami-
lies, cost of living pressures,
healthcare access and regional
infrastructure.

“We showed Federal politi-
cians that they can't take our
community for granted.

“We pushed them to listen
to us, we got them to prom-
ise funding that they've never
promised before, we brought
our community together and
we showed that any person can
stand up to the major parties.

“We even incited a vigorous
fear and smear campaign,”
said Ms Leonard.

“For the first time in over 20
years we have a new member
for Monash and for the first
time in history we have elected
a woman as our Federal repre-
sentative,” said Ms Leonard.

“I wish Mary Aldred all the
best as our new member.”

Ms Leonard said it has been
an absolute pleasure and an
honour to have stood as an
independent community can-
didate.

Deb Leonard thanked vol-
unteers who knocked on
doors and made calls.

“From the bottom of my
heart, thank you for being
part of this journey.”

Defying the national trend
for the coalition by achieving a
1.13 per cent swing in favour of
the Liberal Party (at the time of
printing) Mary Aldred secured
55,365 votes (54.03 per cent)
on a two candidate preferred
(2CP) basis in Monash with
77 out of 77 polling places re-
turned and 100 per cent of bal-
lot papers counted.

Bridge reconstruction too far for Kernot re5|dents

STEWART Road bridge at
Kernot closed on Monday,
April 7 and here we are more
than a month later and no one
is any the wiser about when it
will reopen again.

This Wednesday, a petition
containing 476 signatures will
be presented to council saying
that the estimated six-month
repair timeframe is unaccept-
able and will place a heavy
burden on our community.

The head petitioner, Rob
Parsons, says he has also
been given an assurance by
several councillors that the
issue will be debated at the
meeting.

“The problem as we see it
is council wants to upgrade
the bridge to a 43-tonne lim-
it when it was previously 20
tonne,” said Mr Parsons.

“But we don't really want
B-double trucks using it. We
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already had a B-double milk
tanker jack-knife at the bridge
some time ago.”

Mr Parsons said the com-
munity would like to see mod-
est repairs carried out to get
the bridge open again to local
cars while the shire worked
on a long-term plan.

The other issue for the lo-
cal community is the fact
that the CFA tanker is on the
other side of the bridge and
has already had to be driven
around three times in recent
weeks.

What the petition says:

“We, the undersigned resi-
dents, business owners, and
concerned community mem-
bers, urgently call upon the
Bass Coast Shire Council to
expedite the repair and re-
opening of the Kernot Bridge
located over the Bass River at
Stewart Road, Kernot.

“The recent closure of this
vital crossing due to struc-
tural issues has caused sig-
nificant inconvenience to
local residents, farmers,
and businesses. The detour
required for daily travel is
adding unnecessary time,
fuel costs, and disruption to
those who rely on the bridge,
particularly those commut-
ing for work, transporting
goods, and accessing essen-
tial services.”

They've listed four points.
¢ Prioritise the repair of Ker-

not Bridge to ensure mini-

mal disruption.

¢ Seek urgent funding to ac-
celerate the works.

* Provide regular updates to
the community on progress
and expected timelines.

¢ Explore temporary solu-
tions to ease the burden on
affected residents.

The users of the Stewart
Road bridge at Kernot have
already sustained significant

inconvenience, disruption
and cost since its closure
early in April and they want
to see council seek urgent
funding to accelerate the
works.



Gippsland needs offshore wind power
according to the Marlne Conservatlon Society

By Bruce Wardley

OFFSHORE wind power in
Gippsland will help meet Aus-
tralia’s target of 82 per cent
renewable energy by 2030 ac-
cording to the Australian Ma-
rine Conservation Society.

A new offshore wind report
‘Improving Decision Making
in Relation to Offshore Wind’
commissioned by the AMCS
has called for a clear, science-
led roadmap to guide the roll-
out of offshore wind power.

AMCS Campaigns Director
Tooni Mahto said the rapid
pace of development of off-
shore wind energy demands
stronger leadership to ensure
the transition is done cor-
rectly.

“Renewable energy to help
Australia meet its 82 per cent
renewable energy target must
be progressed to protect en-
vironmental and cultural val-
ues of the region,” said Ms
Mabhto.

The report highlighting key
environmental concerns and
the benefits of renewables
draws insights from six de-
clared offshore wind power
zones including Gippsland.

Commissioned by the AMCS
and authored by the Biodiver-
sity Council and the Austra-
lian Centre for Offshore Wind
Energy (ACOWE) the report
calls for a balanced approach
to wind power that accelerates
clean energy while protecting
Australia’s unique marine life
and respecting cultural heri-
tage.

“There is a role for First
Nations people to ensure the
protection of the things they
love and care about,” said Ms
Mabhto.

“Offshore wind develop-
ment must prioritise Indig-
enous rights, leadership and
cultural heritage to ensure
the wellbeing of Country and
fair benefits for First Nations
communities.”

With 87 per cent of Austra-
lians living within 50 kilo-
metres of the coast, offshore

-I-I-BlueMACREREL

Community Benefits Program — Have your say

The proposed Blue Mackerel Offshore Wind Project is located off the coast of
Brataualung and Tatungalung Country in Gippsland, approximately 10km from shore near

Barry Beach Marme Termmal in South prpsland has
already been utilised for research by wind energy proponent
Blue Mackerel hoping to establish an offshore wind project
in Bass Strait. BO1 2025

wind has the ability to play a
pivotal role in decarbonising
the energy supply according
to the AMCS including hard-
to-abate industries like steel
and aluminium.

“Industrial-scale  projects
must be planned and imple-
mented with care,” said Ms
Mahto.

“Australia’s oceans are con-
stantly windy.

“Increasing community in-
terest in offshore wind energy
has led to misinformation
about the impact of offshore
wind turbines.

“Gippsland needs timely,
transparent and science-
based information to em-
power the local community to
engage in offshore wind plan-
ning and how this can benefit
local communities.

“Offshore wind is a new de-
velopment in our oceans and
there is a major opportunity
to progress it in a way that
protects nature.

“Evidence-based policy is
needed from all levels of gov-
ernment. The bottom line is
Australia has to get off fossil
fuels.”

Seaspray and Woodside Beach.

The project is undergoing feasibility assessments. If constructed, it could generate
1GW of renewable energy by 2032 — enough to power over half a million Victorian homes.

The Blue Mackerel would include a benefits program — designed with the community,
for the community. To create a program that delivers lasting and meaningful value,

we need your input.

Contact us at info@bluemackerel.com.au or call +61 3 9021 0602.

AMCS has called for the
transition to the oceans to be
done at the highest standard
possible in a meaningful way
with a national framework.

“With offshore wind en-
ergy projects required to go
through multiple approval
stages we are keen to see a
strong set of environmental
data as they progress,” said
Ms Mahto.

“We need to develop offshore
wind zones to provide consis-
tent and sustainable sources
of power with a package of
mitigation and protection
measures to ensure marine
ecosystems are not damaged
with each area having its own
unique set of marine values.

“Communities need this in-
frastructure.

“Transparency is important
for the whole marine ecosys-
tem.”

Studies of Southern Right
and Humpback whales have
shown the migration and
breeding season of whales oc-
cur at predictable times of the
year.

“Construction of wind tur-
bines would be paused during

these times,” said Ms Mahto.

Specialist marine biologists
are collecting data on migra-
tory birds.

“Mitigation measures for
migratory birds include blade
design,” she said.

“It is about making sure
there is enough information
to make a good decision.

“Communities can trust that
process.”

Gippsland offshore wind
turbines are predicted to pro-
duce up to 25 gigawatts (GW)
of generating capacity which
is roughly equivalent to 25
coal-fired power stations.

The combined capacity of
Loy Yang A and Loy Yang B is
currently 3.2 GW.

The  Offshore Electric-
ity Infrastructure Act 2021
(OEI Act) has established
a regulatory foundation for
six designated priority Off-
shore Energy Infrastructure
Zones including waters off the
Gippsland coast.

Australia’s oceans are home
to an estimated 500,000 ma-
rine species many of them
found nowhere else accord-
ing to the AMCS and there
are still significant knowledge
gaps around the potential
impacts of offshore wind on
marine ecosystems and biodi-
versity.

“There is an opportunity for
government to take a lead in
the leveraging of private in-
vestment in offshore wind
power while ensuring strong
science, community consulta-
tion and environmental safe-
guards,” said Ms Mahto.

“The burning of fossil fu-
els is a greater threat to the
oceans.

“Ninety-five per cent of
the great kelp forests in the
southern ocean have already
been lost.”

Offshore renewable energy
will make a significant con-
tribution to the removal of
fossil fuels according to the
AMCS which is advocating for
a national framework to make
sure all oceans are protected.

AusNet continues to
invest in community

SEVEN community groups across the
Shires of Bass Coast and South Gippsland
will share in AusNet's $1 million second
round Energy Resilience Community Fund.

Phillip Island Information Centre received
$28,400 to install a 22kWh storage battery
that will enable the site to act as an emer-
gency hub, providing relief services to the
community during emergency events.

Corinella and District Community Cen-
tre received $17,800 to produce a power
outage booklet for the community, to in-
crease awareness of how to prepare for an
emergency and provide advice on how to
become more energy resilient.

The Gippsland Climate Change Network
received $28,000 for a solar and battery sys-
tem to create a community resilience hub at
the Welshpool Memorial Hall that will pro-
vide continuous power during power out-
ages and severe weather events to charge
phones, store perishable food, use cooking
facilities, and maintain communication.

Mycelia Renewables received $18,700
to facilitate six energy literacy and short
courses focused on vulnerable community
members that will deliver two professional
courses to four community centres across
Bass Coast and South Gippsland. The
courses will be complemented by a public
education campaign to engage the commu-
nity more broadly in understanding energy
transition, energy efficiency and resilience.

Prom Coast News received $8800 for an
emergency awareness campaign to be de-
livered as a multi-media emergency aware-
ness phased program across print and
digital platforms. The campaign will focus
on understanding the types of natural di-
sasters and emergencies that may occur
across the Coastal Promontory Ward and
how to prepare and respond.

South Gippsland Radio SMFM received
$24,000 to install an automatic transfer
switch and a 7kVA diesel generator with
a 450L fuel tank to power transmission
equipment and recharge UPS batteries
during an outage. This system is designed
to minimise fuel consumption and the lo-
gistical challenges of refuelling at remote
and difficult to access locations.

Waratah Beach Surf Life Saving Club at
Sandy Point received $48,700 for a solar
system and storage batteries to enable the
club to provide community services during
outages and emergencies. A reliable power
supply is essential to maintain the club’s
role as a base for rescue operations, a com-
munication centre and community facility.

Applications for the next round of grants
open on Monday, May 26, 2025. For further
information go to ausnet.com.au/ercf.

Complete a short online survey

Host a conversation using our

Conversation Toolkit, or

Invite us to speak with your community

Visit www.bluemackerel.com.au
to take the survey or

download the Toolkit.
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BLCAC (Bunurong Land Council Abongmal Corporation), members of The Bass Coast
Reconciliation Network, pictured last year on Country Day.

Call for Bass Coast to
unite for reconciliation

NATIONAL Reconciliation
Week, from May 27 - June
3, is a time for everyone in
Bass Coast to learn about our
shared histories, cultures, and
achievements, and to explore
how each of us can contribute
to achieving reconciliation in
Australia.

This year, the theme of Bridg-
ing Now to Next, reflects the
ongoing connection between
past, present and future, and
asks us all to step forward to-
gether, to look ahead and con-
tinue the push forward as past
lessons guide us.

Bass Coast Reconciliation Net-
work (the Network) acknowl-
edges National Reconciliation
Week each year with member
organisations hosting events at
their workplaces for their teams
with some open to all commu-
nity members to attend.

National Reconciliation Week
is bookended by two significant

milestones in the reconciliation
journey — the successful 1967
referendum, when Australians
voted to remove clauses in the
Australian Constitution that
discriminated against Aborigi-
nal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples, and the 1992 Mabo
decision, when the High Court
of Australia recognised na-
tive title — the recognition that
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples’ rights over
their lands did survive British
colonisation.

“We all have a role to play
when it comes to reconcilia-
tion, and in playing our part we
collectively build relationships
and communities that value
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples, histories,
cultures, and futures,” said co-
Chair of the Network, Dr Bev
Munro.

The day before National Rec-
onciliation Week, May 26, is

National Sorry Day, commemo-
rated nationally to remember
and honour the Stolen Genera-
tions.

Public events happening
across Bass Coast to acknowl-
edge the week include a program
of free First Nations films and
Story Times at your local Myli
Library, a special free screening
of “Off Country” at Berninneit
and celebrating the launch of
Bass Coast Health’s Reconcilia-
tion Action Plan on Wednesday,
May 28 in Wonthaggi.

“Across Bass Coast, organisa-
tions are acknowledging Na-
tional Reconciliation Week in
their workplaces, schools and
communities and everyone is
encouraged to join in and show
their support,” said Dr Munro.

Find out more and join the
events happening across Bass
Coast for National Reconcilia-
tion Week basscoast.vic.gov.au/
reconciliation.

Australian Made + Owned

Value in every dollar since 1967

For over 58 years, we’ve proudly serviced Australian families
and businesses through our local manufacturing workrooms,
helping generations build careers in craft.

As a certified Australian Made and Owned company, we’ve
remained strong in an ever-changing industry, reflecting our

commitment to quality and authenticity.

SORRY DAY -

When you choose us, you’re not just transforming your

home with premium window coverings. You’re investing in
Australian craftsmanship, supporting local jobs, and helping

strengthen our community.

Monday 26 May -

Bass Coast community event for
National Sorry Day to help heal

THE Bass Coast Reconcilia-
tion Network invites the com-
munity to acknowledge the mis-
treatment of Australia’s Stolen
Generation and promote heal-
ing on National Sorry Day with
a community gathering at Cape
Paterson Surf Life Saving Club.

The community will come to-
gether in a collective show of
reconciliation between Aborigi-
nal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples and non-Indigenous
Australians on May 26 to recog-
nise the important date of sig-
nificance.

National Sorry Day, also
known as the National Day of
Healing, is an annual commem-
oration that acknowledges the
mistreatment of First Nations
children who were forcibly re-
moved from their families, com-
munities and cultures.

First Nations community mem-
ber and co-chair of the Bass
Coast Reconciliation Network
(BCRN), Dr Bev Munro said:

“Sorry Day provides us an op-
portunity to reflect on the Sto-
len Generations, and the pain
and suffering past practices
have caused. However, we need
to also reflect on our current
practices as a community.

“The recent report ‘Are you
waiting for us to die?’ notes that
only six per cent of recommen-
dations made to support the
Stolen Generation have been
implemented.

“These recommendations were
made almost 28 years ago.

“How sorry are we as a coun-
try if this is our response?”

BCRN co-chair, Kate Lochlin,
said Sorry Day was an important
day for the whole community

to acknowledge the pain and
suffering caused by the forced
removal of Aboriginal and Tor-
res Strait Islander children.

“The Cape Paterson gathering
on National Sorry Day provides
us with an opportunity to think
of all the children and their
families of the Stolen Genera-
tion and the heartache endured
by their forced separation,” Ms
Lochlin said.

“We encourage the community
to join us in a collective commit-
ment to healing and support for
First Nations.

“Everyone, including children,
are invited to be part of the gath-
ering at Cape Paterson Surf Life
Saving Club from 10am to 1pm
to acknowledge the strength of
Stolen Generation survivors
and reflect on how we can play
our part in the healing process.”

The Bass Coast Reconciliation
Network includes membership
from Bass Coast Shire Council,
Bass Coast Health, Westernport
Water, Phillip Island Nature
Parks, Bunurong Land Council,
Bass Coast South Gippsland
Reconciliation Group, Myli -
My Community Libraries, West
Gippsland Catchment Manage-
ment Authority and Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander com-
munity members.

The gathering will include a
Welcome to Country and Smok-
ing Ceremony by Bunurong
man, Robert Ogden and a guest
speaker from the local Aborigi-
nal community, followed by a
light lunch, yarns and music by
Fonzie (Paul) Patten.

For more information, visit
basscoast.vic.gov.au/community-
support-services/reconciliation

Supporting
Reconciliation
across Bass Coast

Join us at these free public events

COMMUNITY GATHERING

10am-2pm - Cape Paterson Surf Club
All welcome to this special day of healing. Gold coin donation.

NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK EVENTS

¢ Bass Coast Health - Reconciliation Action Plan launch
Wednesday 28 May - 9am - Wonthaggi Hospital

e Free Film screening of “Off Country”
Wednesday 28 May - 11am-12.30pm - Berninneit, Cowes

e Free Reconciliation themed Film screenings
& Story Time sessions - local Myli libraries

For event details and bookings:

dollar curtains+blinds

000
dc+b Wonthaggi

21 Murray St, Wonthaggi

Ph. 5672 2915

ndgmg Now to Next

dollarcurtainsandblinds.com.au
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Leongatha schools united i In educational excellence

LEONGATHA Specialist School,
Leongatha Secondary College, and
Leongatha Primary School proud-
ly stand as cornerstones of educa-
tional excellence in our commu-
nity. Together, these three schools
form the Leongatha Education
Precinct — a collaborative hub ded-
icated to fostering environments
where every student is supported
to thrive academically, socially, and
personally.

United by a shared commitment
to student success, each school de-
livers high-quality, inclusive educa-
tion that equips young people with
the skills, knowledge, and values
they need to navigate the chal-
lenges of today and build a bright
future. The Leongatha Education
Precinct is more than a geographi-
cal partnership - it's a dynamic,
community-focused alliance that
celebrates learning at every stage
and for every learner.

As we mark Education Week,
we celebrate the strength of our
shared vision and the positive
impact of our schools in shaping
confident, capable, and compas-
sionate South Gippsland Special-
ist School young people.

The South Gippsland Special-
ist School (SGSS) is a vibrant and
inclusive community where every
student is celebrated and empow-
ered to reach their full potential.
We are committed to providing
a safe, supportive, and engaging
learning environment for students
with diverse needs. With a strong
focus on inclusion, we have be-
come a beacon of opportunity and
empowerment for young people
from many different cultures and
all walks of life. SGSS promotes
respect, learning, safety, inclusion,
and teamwork, values that guide
every aspect of our educational
programs.

At SGSS, we take a collaborative,
holistic approach to education,
with a dedicated team of teach-
ers, education support staff, and
Allied Health professionals work-
ing together to create personalised
learning opportunities for each
student. Our programs aim to
develop academic, social, and life
skills, fostering independence and
self-esteem.

Our school is more than just a
place for learning, it's a community
where students grow emotionally
and socially.

Leongatha Primary School, a
hub of growth and achievement, is
committed to providing every stu-
dent with a strong foundation for
lifelong learning.

In 2025, the school continues to
prioritise literacy and positive stu-
dent engagement, integrating the
Berry Street Educational Model
to create a structured, nurturing
learning environment.

Grade 6 Leaders Community Engagement on ANZAC Day.

From the Step into Prep pro-
gram, which ensures smooth
transitions for young learners,
to exciting projects in the upper
grades like the Grade 4 Biological
Sciences unit and Grade 5 study
of Australian history, the school
is buzzing with academic energy.
Camps, excursions, and cultural
awareness activities, including
the school’s Reconciliation Action
Plan, provide students with rich
learning experiences that extend
beyond the classroom. With a
strong focus on respect, resilience,
and inclusivity, Leongatha Primary
is building a brighter future for its
students, supported by a dedicat-
ed staff and engaged community.

At Leongatha Secondary College,
the focus is on preparing students
for success not only within the
classroom but also in their future
careers and as contributing com-
munity members. With a curricu-
lum built on student voice to foster
individual pathways, the college
integrates character development,
essential skills, and a passion for
learning from Years 7 through 12.

In the Senior School, a new
study and revision initiative helps
students build essential study hab-
its, with a strong emphasis on self-
management, time management,
and independent learning. Work-
shops led by universities, wellbe-
ing organisations, and community
organisations, further support stu-
dents’ individual learning needs.
The school’s innovative spaces,
co-designed by students, feature
flexible furniture and mindfulness
zones, ensuring a productive, stu-
dent-centered environment.

All three schools are committed
to providing an educational experi-
ence that equips students with the
skills, knowledge, and values they
need to excel today and into the
future.

Leongatha
Secondary College

At Leongatha Secondary College,
we are dedicated to assisting our
students to be as successful as
they can be during their time at

the college, and in preparing them
for their future beyond school. To
that end, we have co-constructed
the college’s Effective Teacher and
Learner Traits with a range of
stakeholders from within our com-
munity, including students, staff,
parents and carers. Our desire to
embed these traits into our curric-
ulum has been in direct response
to needs being identified at a glob-
al, national and local level pertain-
ing to successful and responsible
citizenship.

Throughout Years 7, 8 and 9, stu-
dents undertake learning linked
directly to this work; exploring
character traits, developing at-
titudes and forming knowledge
about what skills can be practised
and which translate into the work-
place.

Within our Senior School we
are also building upon this work,
drawing from strong evidence re-
lating to the academic benefits of
revision and study routines. We
are working with students from
right across the Senior School,
developing skills such as self-
management, organisation and
time management, and onto inde-
pendent learning, We're assisting
and motivating students to take
responsibility for their learning at
school and to carry this into their
future workplace.

Students are being worked with
on a regular basis to understand
the importance of developing these
and being afforded time to prac-
tise these. In 2023, we have com-
menced a new study and revision
initiative where students design,
and shape their study program
and environment.

Year 10, 11 and 12 students now
participate in study and revision
lessons within their programs and
are being explicitly taught how to
effectively study and explore strat-
egies which suit their personal
learning styles. This is taking place
via an additionally scheduled ses-
sion with each of their classroom
teachers every fortnight. Teachers
are sharing targeted strategies to
revise key content and develop

Grade 6 cultural tour of Melbourne.

exam literacy skills and encourag-
ing students to implement these
during this time where they can
also offer feedback and further
tips.

Complementing these classroom
sessions are skills workshops run
by university students, we have also
introduced longer before school
and after school opening hours for
extended individual study, as well
as tutoring and homework club
where students can have access to
specialised subject teachers for in-
dividualised support.

Student’s are currently co-de-
signing their innovative and flex-
ible senior study space and class-
rooms to suit their needs for all of
this work, with flexible sit/stand
ergonomic furniture, collaborative
conferences spaces and a calm
space for mindfulness being incor-
porated into their design.

At Leongatha Secondary College
weTre aiming to place students at
the forefront of decisions and us-
ing their voices to shape the learn-
ing environment and programs to
suit their needs. All in the effort to
support them to be as successful
as they can be during their time at
the college, and in preparing them
for their future beyond school.

Leongatha Primary School

2025 Principal’s Report: A year
of growth and achievement

As we dive into Term 2 of 2025,
Leongatha Primary School is bus-
tling with energy, excitement, and
arenewed focus on creating an en-
riching learning environment for
all our students. The commitment
from staff, students, and families
continues to shape an outstanding
school experience, with every grade
level making significant strides in
their educational journey.

Our Senior School is thriving

Celebrating Education Week

Open Afternoon
Thursday 22" May 2025

It's Education Week and to celebrate we would like to welcome you to our Open Afternoon at
Leongatha Secondary College and Leongatha Primary School

Campus Tours
2.15pm

Leongatha Education Precinct

Community BBQ
3.15pm

with a structured literacy ap-
proach, fostering consistency
across classrooms. The integra-
tion of the Berry Street Educa-
tional Model has further enhanced
student engagement, with clear
routines, brain breaks, and posi-
tive reinforcement of core values:
respect, resilience, and a love of
learning,

In the Junior School, our young-
est learners have seamlessly tran-
sitioned into their classrooms,
thanks to the well-organised Step
into Prep program. This early
foundation is proving invaluable,
as students settle into reading and
math lessons with confidence.
With a dedicated team of educa-
tors, the first years of school are
full of opportunity, engagement,
and growth.

Grade 3, 4, 5, and 6 students are
also diving deep into exciting proj-
ects. From the Grade 4 Biological
Sciences unit and the Grade 5
study of Australian history through
My Place, to the Grade 6 inquiry
into fractions and the hands-on
Winter Sport, every class is busy
with innovative learning, Camps
and excursions are adding to the
excitement, with Grade 4 heading
to Woorabinda and Grade 5 ex-
ploring Melbourne.

Beyond academics, we are mak-
ing great strides in our Reconcili-
ation Action Plan, actively involv-
ing students in cultural awareness
activities and ensuring a whole-
school approach to inclusivity.

Leongatha Primary continues
to foster a nurturing environment
where every child can thrive. With
a dedicated staff and a supportive
community, we look forward to
another year of achievements in
2025. Thank you for your contin-
ued partnership in this journey!
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O'Brien says budget must deliver

THE NATIONALS Member
for Gippsland South, Danny
O'Brien is calling on the State
Government to ensure the
2025-2026 State Budget deliv-
ers for Gippslanders.

“The Victorian Government
has a history of forgetting
Gippsland exists until it's time
to find somewhere to stick a
wind farm or transmission
line,” Mr O'Brien said.

“Here in Gippsland South,
our roads are crumbling and
we have less social housing
than we did when the current
formed government more than
10 years ago.

“Crime rates have skyrock-
eted, land taxes are unprec-
edented and small businesses
are closing down at alarming
rates.

“Gippslanders are paying
more than ever before and yet
have very little to show for it.”

Mr OBrien said with the
State Budget set to be handed
down today (May 20), it pro-
vides a chance for the Govern-
ment to put its money where
its mouth is and prove it cares
about regional communities
like those in Gippsland.

“I appreciate I am likely be-
ginning to sound like a bro-
ken record, but we have local
schools like Sale College that
are in desperate need of fund-
ing for a rebuild and the sta-
dium at Mirboo North Second-
ary that needs a full financial
commitment.

“I am also aware that Leon-
gatha Secondary College is one
of 29 Victorian schools that are
still eagerly awaiting a Budget
commitment, despite receiving
a 2022 election commitment
from Labor.

“Similarly, the Foster and

Mirboo North fire stations are
still waiting for funds to be
committed for urgently needed
rebuilds.”

Mr O’Brien said it was obvi-
ous to anyone who has trav-
elled around Gippsland that
more investment is also need-
ed to maintain and upgrade
our roads.

“The condition of our roads
is more than just embarrass-
ing, it is dangerous.”

Mr OBrien said he would
also like to see increased invest-
ment in social housing stock
and maintenance as well as in-
creased funding for programs
like the dental voucher program
which assists those in regional
areas like Gippsland with long
public dental waitlists.

“The State Government needs
to acknowledge that Regional
Victoria is more than just Gee-
long, Ballarat and Bendigo.

“Gippslanders have not re-
ceived a fair deal from previ-
ous budgets under the State
Government and it is past time
for that to change.”

Mr O'Brien said projects he
is hoping will receive a finan-
cial commitment include:

- Upgrade for Leongatha Sec-
ondary School;

- Mirboo North gymnasium;

- New fire stations for Mirboo
North and Foster;

- Stage 2 of the Leongatha
heavy vehicle bypass;

Mr O'Brien said these were
just a few of the projects that
needed to be funded in this
year’s budget.

“We need improvements right
across the board for Gippsland
in roads, public transport,
public health and educational
facilities to support our grow-
ing local community.”

Shitty showgrounds situation
may lead to a lockout

THE Korumburra A & P Society
are threatening to lock the gates to
the showgrounds if dog owners con-
tinue to leave dog excrement on the
ground, without picking it up.

An increasing amount of people
are using the showgrounds to walk
their dogs or let them have a run off
leash, in the absence of a dedicated
dog park in the town.

While most dog owners are re-
spectful of the site and do the re-
sponsible thing, there are reportedly
a small number of users who are re-
fusing to pick up their dog’'s waste,
and it's impacting others.

“The football club obviously use
the oval, they're tenants of ours and
when a player’s training or on game
day and there’s dog poo that they fall
into, it's unpleasant,” said Danial
Robbins, President of the Korum-
burra A & P Society.

“There are even people that have
been witness to people’s dogs having
a poo and then said to that person to
pick it up, and they've been told to go
and get effed.”

Danial believes that more appro-
priate facilities need to be imple-
mented to cater to the nearly 6000
dogs and dog owners in South
Gippsland.

“Unfortunately, there’s no such as-
set at the moment.”

“‘'m a strong advocate for the
council to start looking down the
avenue of a dedicated dog park in
Korumburra for the community to
use,” said Danial, who suggested
land on the corner of O’'Neill’'s Road
near the Railway Precinct would be
suitable.

“There’s that much room along
that railway corridor to be utilised.
I think it's time for the council to —

“They’re brilliant to deal
with — always helpful
and supportive.”

BRENDAN HORNBY
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These gates could soon be shut to dogs and dog owners if dog
excrement continues to be left on the grounds. ob02_ 2025

I know it's another asset for them
to look after — but I think itll make
more people more responsible if
there’s something a bit more dedi-
cated.”

The South Gippsland Shire Coun-

il (SGSC) doesn’'t currently have
designated off-leash areas, as dogs
can be walked off-leash in most pub-
lic areas, provided they are under ef-
fective voice control.

SGSC have stated that a dog leash
order is expected to be introduced
as part of the next Domestic Animal
Management Plan (due for renewal
in 2026), based on previous com-
munity engagement which indicated
support for a strengthening of or-
ders in urban locations.

As part of any leash order, it is
likely that off-leash areas will be des-
ignated.

While SGSC also provide dog lit-
ter bins and ‘animal waste’ bags in
15 parks and reserves across the
Shire, including one at Coleman
Park in Queen Street, Korumburra,

BURRA

FOODS AUSTRALIA

they state that: it is expected that dog
owners have their own bags with
them to dispose of dog waste.

Danial added that while the A &
P Society would be happy to look
at providing similar waste facilities
down the track, it's not something
that's viable for them at the moment
and dog owners have a responsibil-
ity to arm themselves appropriately.

“It's just an extra cost for us to be
honest, as a not-for-profit organisa-
tion, to purchase those bags as well
— I know it's not much - but these
things add up.

“If youre taking your dog for a
walk, you would understand your
dog, nine times out of 10, it's going
to have a poo.”

Danial commented that the A & P
Society will continue to monitor the
situation and if it comes to it, action
will be taken.

“If it does continue, we will lock the
gates on the oval, and there’ll be no
access for people to use it with their
dogs.”

Contact our milk
supply team to
become a Burra
Foods Milk
Supply Partner

PETER FORT
0417 332 141

CLINT NEWCOMBE
0429 626 330

SIMON BONNER
0436 969 252

milksupply@burrafoods.com.au
burrafoods.com.au




Reduce your energy bills with rooftop solar and
batteries from Advanced Solar and Batteries

THERE is no better time to
install a rooftop solar system
and batteries with the Federal
Government solar battery re-
bates to start on July 1, 2025.

If you're looking to reduce
your energy bills look no fur-
ther than Advanced Solar and
Batteries located at White
Road, Wonthaggi.

Specialising in the design,
installation, and maintenance
of PV solar and battery sys-
tems Advanced Solar and
Batteries deliver tailored so-
lutions that ensure optimal
performance and efficiency.

With a team of professional
design engineers and electri-
cians boasting over 30 years’
experience Advanced Solar
and Batteries is dedicated to
creating sustainable energy
solutions that support the
community and contribute to
a greener planet.

Known for exceptional cus-
tomer service Advanced Solar
and Batteries is committed to
supporting clients before, dur-
ing and after installation by
offering high-quality solar and
battery products that ensure
long-lasting reliability and su-
perior energy performance.

Advanced Solar and Batter-
ies offers residential solar in-
stallations, commercial solar,
grid connect solar systems,
hybrid solar, solar batteries,
solar repairs and upgrades,
electrical services and electric
vehicle chargers.

The Federal rebate applies
to battery systems between
five kWh and 50 kWh of us-
able capacity and must be
connected to a new or existing
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A 15 kW residential solar power system installed by Advanced Solar and Batteries.

rooftop solar system.

Battery backup systems are
an excellent investment for
homeowners who want to re-
duce their reliance on the grid
and ensure an uninterrupted
power supply during power
outages.

These systems allow you to
store excess energy produced
by your solar panels during
the day and use it at night
during a power outage or dur-
ing times of high demand.

This not only ensures a
continuous power supply but
also helps you save money by
reducing your dependence on
the grid.

To achieve the maximum
benefits of your solar system
you need to be consuming the
energy throughout the day,

some examples would be to
use your washing machine,
dryer, dishwasher, and any
other appliances that use a lot
of power throughout the day,
however, if you work five or
six days a week this may be
hard to achieve.

A battery incorporated into
your solar system would
make good sense as most of
your household energy is be-
ing used at night.

Advanced Solar and Batter-
ies considers your energy us-
age and the size and orienta-
tion of your roof and will also
explain to you everything you
need to know about the in-
centives and rebates that you
may be entitled to.

Advanced Solar and Batter-
ies also supply and install a

wide range of weatherproof
and highly reliable EV Char-
gers ideal for charging your
vehicle at home.

Advanced Solar and Bat-
teries’ EV chargers are com-
patible with all-electric ve-
hicle models and can charge
your vehicle up to six times
faster than a standard outlet
which means you can have a
fully charged car in just a few
hours.

Advanced Solar and Bat-
teries is located at 311 White
Road, Wonthaggi.

For more information or a
quote from Advanced Solar
and Batteries phone 1300 886
255, email info@advancedso-
larandbatteries.com.au, or go
to the website at advancedso-
larandbatteries.com.au.

Australia Post increases
People of Post grants

LATEST research commissioned by Aus-
tralia Post has found that 40 per cent of
regular-giving Australians have donated less
in the past 12 months due to cost-of-living
pressures, with half of Australians saying
they give less to charity because of the in-
creased cost of groceries and essentials.

To help address growing financial pres-
sures faced by community groups na-
tionwide, Australia Post is awarding over
$400,000 in grants to over 200 grassroots
community and not-for-profit groups
through its People of Post grants program.

In Victoria, Australia Post has awarded
grants to 79 nominated community organisa-
tions. Now in its eighth year, the People of Post
program is a unique employee-led community
grant initiative that enables Australia Post team
members, including Posties and Post Office
workers, to nominate local community or not-
for-profit groups for a grant of up to $2000.

Bass Coast/South Gippsland Wildlife Res-
cue and Shelter, founded by Sue Moore was a
recipient of the community grant. The volun-
teer organisation is committed to the rescue,
rehabilitation, and release of native wildlife
across Bass Coast and South Gippsland.

Their mission is to provide compassionate
care for injured, sick, and orphaned native
animals, ensuring their safe return to the
wild. The organisation has been awarded a
People of Post grant to help Sue purchase
new surveillance cameras and equipment to
monitor wildlife in rehabilitation, enhancing
their ability to track progress and ensure
the security of the animals without causing
distress or increasing human contact.

“We've had 320 animals come through in the
past 12 months, including 80 koalas. At the
moment, we've got a koala with a steel plate
in its leg — we’ve named him Kenny,” said Sue.
“We've got a hospital shed, incubators, and
volunteers who help clean, transport and care
for the animals. Sometimes people drop them
off in the shed. The cameras will be used to
monitor owls in the aviary, and also help us
keep an eye on the koalas — whether theyre
exercising, sitting out the front, or tucked off
to the side.”
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Community generosity
lifts spirits after

chicken coup attack

MEMBERS of the Leongatha Commu-
nity Garden were in shock and disbelief
last week when they found their chicken
coop had been broken into. However,
garden members spirits were lifted and
their hearts were warmed as the gener-
osity of the community kicked in when
they heard about the incident.

“The generosity shown by Leongatha and
some of the businesses has been outstand-
ing,” said Neil Barrett, President of the
Leongatha Community Garden. “Mitre 10
have offered to provide all the materials we
need to repair the chicken coop, which is
great. People have offered eggs; people have
offered chickens. So, it's really been very
positive from that aspect. Because we've
had chickens on and off in this particular
chicken coop, for many years and people,
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Danny O’Brien Leader of the Nationals with Bush Users Groups on May 14, 2025.

Victorians oppose new national parks

elina Bath and

especially kids, that come to visit the gar-
den, it's one of the first places they run to,
to see the chickens. So, we want to get the
chickens back in there as soon as possible.”
Leongatha Community Garden mem-
bers will be holding a working be today

(Tuesday, May 20) to build a new coop.

GONM%

Funds for practical
outcomes perhaps
By author Claire Chitty

I DON'T know about you, but I'm
seeing growing frustration amongst
people with council requests.

For over six years, residents have
campaigned Bass Coast Shire Council
to create a separate path to accom-
modate the constant stream of horses
that frequent the beach at Norsemans
Road, Coronet Bay. During the racing
season, this access track services up
to 24 racehorses daily, plus other rid-
ers. Consequently, countless hooves
churn up the sandy track, causing
deep furrows.

After interacting with the horses at
Wattlebank Farm recently, I have im-
mense respect for these powerful
hefty creatures. I don't have an issue
with animals sharing the beach but
for many, being forced out of the way
as they sprint over the sand can be ir-
ritating. Some even feel that training
takes place when the tide is out; walk-
ing on uneven beach is exhausting and
dangerous for weak ankles.

There’s also a tree root protruding
into the Norseman path, causing a
tripping hazard. This creates serious
implications for beachgoers, kayakers
and walkers, particularly older peo-
ple. We've spoken to riders for their
option; they would be happy with a
concrete path.

I've repeatedly contacted council;
their response is, “Due to budget con-
straints and lack of resources, the
project has been postponed for now,
and to keep reminding them.”

Hello, it's not our job to remind
council. It's a safety issue that needs
rectifying. So, what's the solution?

If budget constraints are a problem,
why is money being thrown at the Fred
Gratin Reserve where, two years ago,
council employed an outside contrac-
tor to create a strategic planning future
development map? Residents pro-
vided feedback and now another, less
elaborate plan was recently shared, re-
ducing the full-sized basketball court
to half size to adapt pickleball. The
children and teenagers of Coronet Bay
regularly use these facilities so why fix
something when it's not broken and
waste more ratepayer money?

Wouldn't it be more beneficial to
channel funds into practical outcomes
for the wider community? And Coun-
cil, while youre at it, can you please
change the fortnightly red bin collec-
tion to weekly, rather than the green
bins?

ON FEBRUARY 19, Shadow
Minister for Public Land Man-
agement, Melina Bath, tabled
the largest petition in Legislative
Council history, a petition with
more than 40,208 signatures for
No New National Parks, which
stands up for the rights of those
who want to keep accessing state
forests for traditional bush activi-
ties. On Wednesday evening, May
14, Melina Bath took the petition
to debate in the Legislative Coun-
cil, with support from Gaelle
Broad MP - Member for Northern
Victoria, who stated it was an hon-
our to speak on this petition, “the
largest petition we've ever seen in
the history of this chamber.”

The debate centred around the
state government’s plans to intro-
duce three new national parks.
The new national parks will be
created by linking existing state
forests, parks and reserves. The
largest, combining Lerderderg
State Park and Wombat State
Forest to create the Wombat-Le-
rderderg National Park covering
more than 44,000 hectares be-
tween Daylesford and Bacchus
Marsh. This proposal was made
in May 2022, and Melina argued
that the governments budget
cuts to Parks Victoria have led
to poor land management and
overgrown tracks, claiming that
new parks would restrict tradi-
tional activities, including hunt-
ing and camping, without im-
proving conservation.

Tom McIntosh MP from

Eastern Victoria defended the
Labor Government during the
debate, claiming that it's creating
permanent protections for Victo-
ria’s three new national parks to
help conserve native flora and
fauna and enhance recreation
and tourism opportunities.

In the gallery, during the de-
bate, were representatives from
all over regjonal Victoria includ-
ing Field and Game Australia,
Mountain Cattleman’s Associa-
tion of Victoria, Prospectors and
Miners Association of Victoria,
Bush Users Group United, Aus-
tralian Deer Association, SSAA,
Victorians Against the Great
Forest National Park, and small
business people, all of which
supported the No New National
Parks petition.

“Parks Victoria has had $95
million gutted from its budget
and a halving of its core servic-
es. Locking up more of our state
forests as national parks serves
no one, and restricting Victori-
ans from our traditional pur-
suits, such as free and dispersed
camping, dirt and trail bike rid-
ing, horse riding, hunting, four-
wheel driving, prospecting and
fossicking, does not guarantee
any better conservation of vul-
nerable species,” said Melina.

“This country, our country,
evolved by and through people
— First Nations people — manag-
ing the land in the landscape.
Forests were selectively cool-
burned, species were hunted

and people lived in and around
their environment. Today this
government is finding excuses
to restrict access. In flawed ide-
ology, Labor has committed to
locking up 50,000 hectares in
the Pyrenees, Wombat and Ler-
derderg state forests as national
parks, and the minister has
doubled down on this today.
“Community is teaching peo-
ple how to respect free camping
sites, and our volunteer groups
are increasingly lifting that heavy
load of weed eradication and
pest eradication because the gov-
ernment has dropped the ball.”
Tom responded by stating,
“We have found the right balance
here to protect what needs to be
protected while keeping the land
open and accessible for the ac-
tivities that Victorians love. It is
far from being locked up.”
Katherine Copsey MP for
South Metropolitan said, “My
question today is: why is Labor
dragging its feet on the three
new national parks in the cen-
tral west? Back in 2021, Labor
promised national parks in the
Wombat and Wellsford forests,
Mount Buangor and the Pyre-
nees. It is now 2025, and we are
yet to see a single new park.”
While Wendy Lovell, MP of
Northern Victoria, spoke to the
debate stating, “You can add to
that 40,208 the 13,969 Victori-
ans who signed a petition that
was tabled by Wayne Farnham,
the member for Narracan, and

I have a petition that is still live
that has 11,767 signatures on it
at the moment. So that is over
66,000 Victorians — 66,044 Vic-
torians — who have signed peti-
tions saying they do not want
new national parks in Victoria,
just in the last six months,” she
said.

“Changing the status to a na-
tional park does not guarantee it
any additional resources. There
is no additional money that
comes with that for the manage-
ment of the park, for the protec-
tion of the park.”

The debate raised concerns,
not only of those in the direct
suburbs but those visitors from
across Victoria who enjoy their
recreational activities on the
weekends, and Jeff Bourman
of Eastern Victoria for Shooters
Fishers Farmers rose to con-
gratulate Melina Bath on the pe-
tition, saying, they want to lock
out people who work real jobs
and enjoy their weekends.

“They want to lock out people
who live outside the shield of the
quinoa curtain. They will carry
on that anyone who opposes
their elitist agenda is anti-envi-
ronment or anti-conservation,”
said Jeff. “This is not about
the environment or conserva-
tion. This is about the politics
of snobbery and division. It is
about the cultural elite telling
the millions of Victorians living
outside the echo chamber what
is good for them.”
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Aged Care Package Program

Do you require support to live at home independently?

South Gippsland Hospital

Adaptability. Trusl. Excefenca. Accountability. Muius respedct

A Home Care Package provides care and services to support
you to live independently at home for as long as possible.
South Gippsland Hospital is a trusted provider - our goal is to
help you maintain your lifestyle and address your healthcare
needs. From Inverloch to Yarram, including Leongatha and all
suburbs in between.

Please call the Home Care Package
team for further information and
support through the process.
Phone: 5683 9740
Email: homecarepackages@sghs.com.au
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GSHS partners with
the Maggie Beer
Foundation

GIPPSLAND Southern Health Service
(GSHS) is bringing a fresh focus on fla-
vour, nutrition, and innovation to resi-
dents’ dining experience.

GSHS has partnered with Maggie
Beer Foundation’s highly regarded
Trainer Mentor Program to ensure that
residents enjoy meals that are not only
healthy but also delicious and satisfy-
ing.

Hotel Service Manager Trenton Crisp
said the partnership was officially
launched early this month with a week
of hands-on training for kitchen staff
led by Amanda Reid from the Founda-
tion.

“Our kitchen team spent the week im-
mersed in hands-on training, exploring
ways to enhance meals with protein-
rich, nutritious ingredients,” Mr Crisp
said.

The program is known for its suc-
cess in transforming aged care kitchens
across Australia by pairing staff with
expert chef mentors.

The five-day intensive training is
just the beginning. Mr Crisp said the
program would continue with three
monthly mentoring visits, access to
an extensive online learning hub, and
membership in a professional peer fo-
rum - all designed to support long-term
improvement and innovation in aged
care kitchens.

Even at this early stage, the impact at
GSHS has been remarkable.

“The team has embraced new tech-
niques with enthusiasm and creativity,
and residents are already enjoying the
benefits,” Mr Crisp said.

Across the country, aged care facilities
involved in the Trainer Mentor Program
have reported improved food quality,
greater staff confidence, and higher res-
ident satisfaction.

“GSHS is proud to be part of that
growing success story,” Mr Crisp said.

Meet your Local WFI
Insurance Rep, Brad

/Wi

Insurance

Brad Hosking
0429 062 258
brad.hosking@wfi.com.au

Justice of the Peace milestone celebration

THE Document Signing
Station run at the Wonthaggi
Police Station by the local
JPS from across Bass Coast
and South Gippsland is cel-
ebrating another wonder-
ful milestone with one of the
dedicated Justice of the Peace
notching up more than 500
shifts, a remarkable effort.

This service began in 2013
and continues to thrive, and
has been replicated across
Victoria.

JP’s act as an independent
witness of documents used
for official or legal purposes.
They are all committed volun-
teers who provide this valu-
able service to support their
community, and they are easy
to find at the Police Station
in Wonthaggi, providing this
service in a very friendly and
professional manner, without
fuss, free of charge and at a
time when it is often most
needed.

JP’s work shifts of four
hours, Monday to Friday and
have now completed over
1,900 shifts, equating to al-
most 8,000 hours of voluntary
work. They are attending to
more than 1,000 documents
a month here and a further
5000 documents elsewhere
across the community each
year.

“Brad Proudlock JP has
been a part of this small team
since before 2015, and what a
remarkable job he has done,”
said JP John Duscher OAM,
JP FRVAHJ (Coordinator
Wonthaggi DSS), “consistently
working every Wednesday and
filling in many times when
others were not available or
unwell.”

Insurance issued by Insurance Australia Limited ABN 11 0oo 016 722 trading as WFI. To see if a product is right for you, always
consider the Product Disclosure Statement and Target Market Determinations available from wfi.com.au.

Mary O’Connor, Caroline Talbot, Dr Terence Shannon, John Duscher, Terry Hall, Jenny
Proudlock (Brad’s wife), Sharry Eavis, (all Justices of the Peace from across Bass Coast and
South Gippsland), Senior Sergeant Jason Hullick and (front middle) Brad Proudlock.

“He recently notched up his
500th shift and in that time
has dealt with over 19,000
documents at the Signing
Station and a further 26,000
documents elsewhere, in-
cluding Aged Care facilities,
Bass Coast Health and at
home. That's an incredible
45,000 documents and not
one complaint about writer’s
cramp! Congratulations and
thank you, Brad!”

Coordinator John Duscher
JP spoke on the significance
of Brad’s contribution and
the dedication and commit-
ment of all the volunteers,
many of whom have been on
board since it began. John

was joined by other JPs to
celebrate Brad’s achieve-
ment.

On behalf of the Royal Vic-
torian Association of Honor-
ary Justices, John presented
Brad with a well-earned,
highly respected Fellowship
Award and best wishes and
congratulations were re-
ceived from our local Mem-
ber, Jordan Crugnale.

Incredibly, there are cur-
rently only 3,500 JPs servic-
ing Victoria’s population of
over seven million people,
while NSW has over 75,800
and Queensland over 80,000.
John has called on other local
JPs to contact him to also help

out on the busy roster if they
can.

John also shared the won-
derful contribution of Dr Ter-
ence Shannon and acknowl-
edged his milestone of over
350 shifts, yet another mea-
sure of his great commitment
to this community.

“What a terrific team we have
here. Many of the JP’s travel
quite a distance to do their
shifts, from all parts of South
Gippsland and Bass Coast.”

John also acknowledged the
tremendous support from the
Victoria Police members at the
Station, where they are always
made welcome and appreci-
ated.

Have your say:
Draft Circular

circular economy:

e regenerate nature

Have your say

== BASS
COAST

Economy Framework

Council has developed a draft Circular Economy Framework to guide
and support the development of a circular economy in Bass Coast.
The Framework is underpinned by the three core principles of

e to design out waste and pollution
e keep materials in use at their highest value

The Framework outlines key actions for Council, as well as
opportunities for community to get involved. We want to gather

ideas and understand your priorities, and how we can best support
the transition to a circular economy for our Shire.

To read the draft Framework visit Engage Bass Coast at
engage.basscoast.vic.gov.au/circular-economy-framework or
contact our Sustainable Environment Team on

1300 BCOAST (226 278) or (03) 5671 2211 for more information.

When:
Time:
Where:

®®) Can g s s

LIONS EYE HEALTH NIGHT

Brought to you by
Fue Re The Inverloch
Eve Resaarch
A{Estralia & District Lions Club

Listen to the Centre of Eye Research Australia, Deputy Director and world renowned authority on
Age-related Macular Degeneration Professor Robyn Guymer AM

Learn from Associate Professor Guei-Sheung (Rick) Lui how his research into gene
therapy could potentially replace eye injections.

Learn about the Lions Eye Health School Program

View the video presented to the Federal Government in September 2024 that features the Willmott
Family and the effects of Geographic Atrophy (GA) has had on the lives on the whole family.

Find out why Team Sisters (Willmott Girls) are so passionate about raising awareness about eye health
and money for research through their participation in the annual Lions Ride for Sight.

Wednesday 28th May 2025
6pm

Wonthaggi Workmens Club, 75 Graham St Wonthaggi

$55 per ticket includes a 2 course meal (drinks at Bar prices).

RSVP Payment can be made through the QR Code below,
please book to confirm your attendance by
Thursday 22"d May

If you require anymore information please contact
Sharon Oates 0417 101 998

Sponsored by The Community Bank Inverloch
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— ERIN PATTERSON TRIAL —

Murder trial: Like the

parents she didn’t have

A GIPPSLAND Child Protection officer, Ka-
trina Cripps, told the Supreme Court in Mor-
well on Thursday, May 15, that she had been
called to conduct a welfare check on Erin and
Simon Patterson’s children following a report
to the after-hours service on Monday, July 31,
2023.

The Patterson children had been admitted
to Monash Children's Hospital earlier that
day for assessment after reports they'd eaten
leftovers the day after a poisonous mushroom
lunch was held at their Leongatha home on
Saturday, July 29, 2023.

Ms Cripps visited the children at Monash
Children’s Hospital the next day, on Tuesday,
August 1 also speaking with Simon and Erin
Patterson, following it up with a visit to Mrs
Patterson’s home on the afternoon of Wednes-
day, August 2.

Together with another child protection col-
league, Ms Cripps discussion with Erin Pat-
terson at Monash on the Tuesday was wide-
ranging covering her relationship with her
husband and his parents, custody and child
support arrangements, the lunch, the Beef
Wellington and where she had sourced the
mushrooms.

Asked about her relationship with Simon’s
extended family, Ms Cripps said Erin had told
her that Don and Gail Patterson had been
“like the parents she hadn't had”, following
the deaths of her own parents some years
earlier.

She said they'd always treated her like a
daughter-in-law, that she loved them very
much and felt very supported by them until
the relationship changed in recent times.

She said Erin had told her that since her
relationship with Simon changed, she felt he
was isolating her from his family and that she
wasn't being invited to family events that she
had previously attended.

According to evidence given by Simon Pat-
terson in court on Friday, May 2, it was in Oc-
tober 2022 that he and Erin had an exchange
via Signal messages, during which Erin felt
slighted about being belatedly invited to Gail's
70th birthday party.

“It seems that my invite to tomorrow is a
bit of an afterthought and not even from your
parents, so I might pass thanks as I'd rather
not go somewhere I'm not welcome,” Erin
said in a message.

Ms Cripps was also asked if she spoke to
Erin about her relationship with Simon.

She did. She said Erin told her that Si-
mon was controlling and emotionally abusive
at times and that he said things that would
make her doubt herself as a parent and as a
mother.

Ms Cripps said Erin did say, however, that
they had a good relationship until recently.

She also discussed a family lunch with her
in-laws, Gail and Don Patterson, and the kids,
some four or five weeks before the Beef Wel-
lington lunch, going on to discuss that as well.

Asked what the reason was for the lunch on
July 29, 2023, Ms Cripps said Erin told her
she had arranged it to discuss a medical is-
sue, agreeing with legal counsel for the pros-
ecution, Sarah Lenthall, that it was also to get
advice on how to address the issue with the
children.

She said she spoke about preparing the
Beef Wellington from a recipe in the Recipe-
Tin cook book, served with mashed potato,
green beans and packet gravy.

“Did she tell you where she got the mush-
rooms for the Beef Wellington?”

“She did, yes,” said Ms Cripps, noting that
Erin told her she used mushrooms from the
local Woolworths store, adding that she’d read
that the dried ones she got from the Asian gro-
cer would add flavour to the dish.

They also discussed what the adults had
eaten and how the children came to get left-
overs from the meal.

Ms Cripps said Erin told her she had eaten
half of her Beef Wellington, Ian and Heather
all of theirs, Gail half and Don all of his plus
Gail’s leftover piece.

There was also testimony about Ms Cripps’
visit to Erin Patterson’s house at 1pm on
Wednesday, August 2 and a call she had fa-
cilitated for SallyAnn Atkinson of the De-
partment of Health, who had been trying to
contact Erin about a possible public health
issue associated with where the accused had
sourced the poisoned mushrooms.

Food, dehydrator and blood test
positive for mushroom toxins

By Michael Giles

THE highly toxic amatoxins
found only in death cap mush-
rooms, including alpha-ama-
nitin and beta-amanitin, were
detected in wurine samples
provided by one of the victims
of the poisonous Beef Welling-
ton lunch, Korumburra’s Don
Patterson, at the Dandenong
Hospital at 9.01pm on Sun-
day, July 30, 2023.

These details, as well as lab-
oratory analysis of samples
from the other victims of the
mushroom meal, together
with the leftovers and resi-
due from the food dehydra-
tor were provided to the court
on Day 12 of Erin Patterson’s
triple murder trial last Thurs-
day by Head of Forensic Sci-
ence at the Victorian Institute
of Forensic Medicine Dr Dimi-
tri Gerostamoulos.

The trial, which arises out
of the deaths of three people
and the hospitalisation of
another, after a meal of toxic
Beef Wellington at Erin Pat-
terson’s Leongatha home on
July 29, 2023, continues in
the Latrobe Valley Law Courts
this week.

An expert witness in literally
hundreds of cases where poi-
soning has been alleged, Dr
Gerostamoulos, also a toxi-
cologist, pharmacologist and
Adjunct Associate Professor
in the School of Public Health
and Preventive Medicine at
Monash University, said there
had also been positive results
from Ian Wilkinson’s blood
serum and urine for the beta-
amanitin toxin.

None were detected in the
samples from the other de-
ceased, Korumburra sisters
Gail Patterson and Heather
Wilkinson.

Dr Gerostamoulos said
laboratory analysis had also
been performed on the left-
overs from the meal, recov-
ered by Mirboo North Senior
Constable Adrian Martinez-
Villalobis from a red-lid rub-
bish bin outside Erin Pat-
terson’s house on Monday,
July 31, when he visited the
address with Leading Senior

Head of Forensic Science at the Victorian Institute of
Forensic Medicine Dr Dimitri Gerostamoulos told the
Supreme Court last Friday that he would expect adverse
health outcomes from another person who ate the same
meal of death cap mushrooms as someone who died from

the meal.

Constable Kate Mulry.

Photos were shown to the
court of four pieces of the
leftover Beef Wellington pas-
ties, on individual trays, with
Dr Gerostamoulos acknowl-
edging that mushroom paste
from the leftovers as well as
a meat sample both tested
positive for the beta-amanitin
toxin.

A small amount of material
recovered from the Sunbeam
Food Lab Electronic Dehydra-
tor, which Erin Patterson pur-
chased from Hartley Wells in
Leongatha on April 28, 2023,
and recovered by police later
from the Koonwarra tip, was
also tested with both alpha-
amanitin and the beta-amani-
tin toxins detected in three in-
dividual samples taken from
the dehydrator.

“And is it your evidence
that they are exclusively

associated with death cap
mushrooms?” asked prosecu-
tion lawyer Sarah Lenthall.

“Yes, they are,” said Dr
Gerostamoulos.

It was the evidence of Dr
Gerostamoulos that none of
the nine samples provided
by Erin Patterson, including
blood and serum, tested posi-
tive for any of the death cap
mushroom toxins.

None of the eight specimens
collected from the older of the
Patterson children at Monash
Medical Centre on July 31,
2023 tested positive for the
toxins, nor the samples pro-
vided by the younger of the
children.

Dr Gerostamoulos said it
was estimated that 50 grams
or three tablespoons of ama-
toxins constituted a lethal
dose for a 70-kilogram adult.

Under cross-examination by

Colin Mandy SC for the de-
fence last Friday, Dr Gerosta-
moulos was asked if the same
meal might impact the indi-
viduals differently who ate it.
He agreed.

“Can I suggest these things,
that there are a number of
variables to how someone
might recover from a toxic in-
gestion of mushrooms,” said
Mr Mandy to which the Head
of Forensic Science agreed.

Mr Mandy asked if it might
depend on the amount con-
sumed, a variation in toxic-
ity from one person’s portion
to another, and the toxic re-
sponse of the individual?

“Some people have a better
toxic response than others?”
asked Mr Mandy.

“Yes, depending on an indi-
vidual’s tolerance to that par-
ticular toxin or their physi-
ological response, that may be
different,” Dr Gerostamoulos
said.

Mr Mandy went on to sug-
gest that the general health of
the individual, their age and
weight might be a factor?

“Yes, that can be a factor in
terms of the amount that's
consumed, yes,” said Dr
Gerostamoulos.

On re-examination by Ms
Lenthall for the prosecution,
Dr Gerostamoulos was asked
what he would expect the
health outcome to be of a sec-
ond person, with no serious
pre-existing health condition,
who ate the same meal con-
taining death cap mushrooms
as someone else who died
from the meal.

He said there would likely
be some adverse outcomes
for that person who survived,
the severity of which could de-
pend on some of the factors
raised earlier.

He described an incident
that happened in Victoria re-
cently where someone passed
away and the other person
ended up in intensive care.

Erin Patterson has pleaded
not guilty to three charges of
murder and one of attempted
murder, saying what hap-
pened was a tragedy and a
terrible accident.

Mobile phone puts Erin near death cap sites

ON DAY 14 of Erin Pat-
terson’s triple murder trial
in Morwell, on Monday this
week, May 19, the court
heard from a retired phar-
macist and senior poisons
information specialist who
posted the location of death
cap mushrooms in the Loch
area in April 2023.

Christine McKenzie took a
number of photographs of the
mushrooms and posted four
of them on the publicly avail-
able iNaturalist website, us-
ing her username, chrismck,
which geotagged the location.

It has been alleged that Erin
Patterson visited the location,
and also another site in the
Outtrim area where there
had also been a post showing
the location of other death
cap mushrooms on May 21,
2023.

The court also heard from
Dr Matthew Sorell, the
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principal of Digital Forensic
Sciences Australia Pty Ltd, a
digital forensic expert, who
provided detailed testimo-
ny about the likely location
of Erin Patterson’s mobile
phone on the morning of May
22, 2023, in both the Loch
and Outtrim areas.

Erin Patterson, a 50-year-
old Leongatha mother of
two, has been charged with
the murder of three of her
in-laws Don and Gail Patter-
son and Gail’s sister Heather
Wilkinson and also the at-
tempted murder of Heather’s
husband Ian after a lunch of
poisonous Beef Wellington at
her home on July 29, 2023.

Mrs Patterson sat in the
rear of a packed court dur-
ing the day’s testimony. She
has pleaded not guilty to the
charges, saying that what
happened was a tragedy and
a terrible accident.

On day 14 the court heard from dlgltal forensnc expert Dr
Matthew Sorell.



First quarter capital
grants windfall for
Bass Coast Council

BASS Coast Council is forecast-
ing a full year operating surplus
of 87.5 million after a first quar-
ter surplus of $4.3 million due
to earlier than expected capital
grant payments.

The actual year-to-date operat-
ing surplus for Bass Coast Shire
is forecast to be $10.9 million
favourable to budget ($28.7 mil-
lion) due to $8.1 million in un-
budgeted capital grants and early
receipt of the $1.2 million Finan-
cial Assistance Grant.

Earlier than expected capital
grant payments amounted $9.1
million.

The full year adjusted underly-
ing net result excluding non-re-
current capital grants is forecast
to be a $4.8 million deficit com-
pared to the budgeted deficit of
$114,000.

A major part of the reason for
Council’s unfavourable full year
underlying result is due to the
inclusion of $3.25 million in ex-
penses for the transfer of the
Wonthaggi and San Remo Ceme-
teries to the Southern Metropoli-
tan Cemeteries Trust.

The 2024/25 budget has pro-
vided for additional borrowings
of $3 million with the balance to
be funded by council’s strategic
reserves however the underlying
result has been impacted by the
delivery of $1.2 million in opera-
tional programs carried forward.

Council is forecasting a full
year financial statement deficit of
$235,000 due to lower than bud-
geted revenue for statutory fees
and fines, inclusion of expenses
for the transfer of the Wonthaggi
and San Remo Cemeteries, as
well as costs incurred for emer-
gency sand-renourishment at In-
verloch and Silverleaves. These
unbudgeted items have been off-
set by operational grants received
for emergency events, and a lift in
interest revenue due to a benefi-
cial investment environment.

According to Bass Coast's first
quarter performance review five
actions have been completed, one
is at risk and two need attention.

At risk of not being achieved is
the transition of council’s trans-
port fleet to electric vehicles to
reduce emissions and support
council’s Climate Change Action
Plan.

Council received external grant
funding of $3 million to complete
upgrades for the Almurta Glen
Forbes Road culvert and Archies
Creek Road, and upgrades to the
Cowes cricket nets and Wonthag-
gi netball pavilion.

This has been offset by the de-
ferral of $5.4 million in capital
works including $2 million for
the renewal of Grantville Glen
Alvie Road, $1.1 million for Won-
thaggi Activity Centre Plan de-
velopment and $0.5 million for
the Wonthaggi-Inverloch shared
pathway.

Performance highlights for Bass
Coast Shire in the first quarter
include a contract awarded for
Bass Coast Leisure Facilities,
development of a draft public
art framework, recruitment of a
community panel for council’s
deliberative engagement planning
process and completed mainte-
nance for recently planted street
trees.

A delay in securing funding for
the Cowes streetscapes project
has led to on-site work at Cowes
being postponed until the last
three months of 2025.

A number of plans including the
draft Circular Economy Strategy
and Integrated Transport Strat-
egy are currently out for commu-
nity consultation.

Awards won at Strzelecki Lions
Club changeover dinner meetmg

THE Lions Club of
Strzelecki held its 28th
Changeover Dinner Meeting
on Wednesday, 14 May, at
the Poowong Hotel.

Celebrations included
welcoming the first female
member to the club, a ter-
rific fundraising result for
the year enabling disburse-
ments of $61,750, more
than halve distributed with-
in our local community, and
awards given for outstand-
ing service to our commu-
nity.

Funds were raised from
our successful Loch Sum-
mer Markets and the an-
nual Dairy Expo held at Ko-
rumburra.

Recipients included
Poowong, Loch and Nyora
schools, and CFA units;
Milpara House Foodbank,
Lifeline Gippsland and Free
3D Hands of Phillip Island.

Established by local farm-
ers, the Club became a tra-
ditionally male-only club,
despite great involvement of
women from the start.

Following a review in
2024, a decision was made
to welcome female member-
ship and promotions led to
the welcoming of three new
members, including the
first female Sue Hawker of
Poowong.

Nyora resident Allison
Jones was awarded the
Topsy Motton Award for ex-
ceptional support and con-
tribution to the Club and
community, for her long-
standing support of local
schools and the Lions Loch
Summer Market.

Retired member and War-
ragul resident Ken Hally-
burton received the Allan
Roberts Award.

The Dinner was presided
over by Lions Zone Chair-
man Rod Jackson of Leon-
gatha, who invested the new
members and the incoming
board.

After two years at the
helm, President James
O’Connor of Mountain View
is handing over to Presi-
dent-Elect Frank Hirst of
Strzelecki.

Awards Committee Chair Noel Gregg, and Topsy
Motton Award recipient Allison Jones, with award
proposer Jenny Watson.

Allan Robert’s Award recipient, Ken Hallyburton,
presented by Glenda Olsen and Thema Hutchison. Ken
was thanked for his many years on the early 6-10am
shifts on the egg and bacon barbeque at the Loch
Markets.

Presndent-Elect Frank Hirst, receives the symbols of
office from outgoing President James O’Connor.

Paper plane fun at Newhaven College

ON A sunny Friday, many
Newhaven College Junior
School students chose to par-
ticipate in a paper plane com-
petition, initiated by Year 4
student Jude Thompson.

With help from Odin Jamie-
son in Year 2, Jude planned,
advertised, and judged the
competition.

It was thrilling to see so
many children enter, and
thank you to their families
for supporting Jude's leader-
ship.

The two winners for the lon-
gest throw were Joey Leary
and Ari Loizou and, amongst
some very strong entries,
Maverick Steel took out the
prize for most creative plane.

Jude chose to donate the
proceeds of the competition
to the Phillip Island Com-
munity and Learning Centre
(PICAL), and the College is
proud to announce that $122
was raised!

Jude is congratulated for
his initiative and for provid-
ing a fun lunchtime activity
for our students.

Year 4 student Jude Thompson (right) initiated the
fundraising event for PICAL, pictured here with his
classmate Brinsley Dwyer.

Bass Coast to go
deeper into debt

HOLD on to your wallets Bass Coast Coun-
cil is about to borrow more money and go
deeper into debt to fund $3 million in main-
tenance obligations for the Wonthaggi and
San Remo cemeteries, $2.2 million for the
construction of tracks and trails including
the Wonthaggi to Inverloch walkway, and
$725,000 for the Cowes Activity Centre Plan.

Bass Coast Council will be asked at this
week’s council meeting to refinance an exist-
ing loan of $12.5 million and approve a new
loan of $5.925 million, pushing total council
borrowings to $18.499 million.

Council officers believe short-term inter-
est rates are about to ease due to instability
in financial markets and an increase in the
United States bond rate (US-10-Yr Treasury
Yield).

“A sharp easing in the interest rate cycle
has resulted in a divergence between short-
term rates which have fallen sharply, and
long-term rates which have not moved,” ex-
plained council officers.

To capitalise on the forecast reduction in
short-term interest rates it has been recom-
mended Bass Coast’s interim funding facility
be packaged into two tranches, $8.499 mil-
lion over three years and $10 million over
ten years.

The new borrowings by Bass Coast Shire of
$5.925 million are tied to the delivery of cap-
ital work projects specified in the 2024/25
Budget including perpetual maintenance ob-
ligations associated with the transfer of the
Wonthaggi and San Remo cemeteries to the
Southern Metropolitan Cemeteries Trust.

It has been recommended that Council ac-
cept the Treasury Corporation Victoria loan
in two tranches, $8.499 million payable over
three years at an estimated interest rate of
between 3.75 per cent and 4.25 per cent, and
$10 million payable over ten years at an esti-
mated interest rate of 5.0 per cent to 5.5 per
cent per annum.

Council’s interest costs in relation to these
loans are expected to be between $840,000
and $911,000 each year consistent with the
current interest rate of 4.69 per cent charged
on council’s existing loan facility with TCV.

More street petitions
over the removal of dust

suppressant seals

A RAFT of petitions will go to Bass Coast
Council this week opposed to the removal of
dust suppressant seal on residential roads in
Cowes, Rhyll and Wonthaggi.

Seven petitions and joint letters have been
tabled relating to Reid Street in Rhyll, Queen
Street in Wonthaggi, and Park Lane and Koa-
la Estate in Cowes.

An earlier petition received for Reid Street
led to Bass Coast Shire issuing a statement
in April saying it would consider community
concerns and take no action until a report
is presented to council by no later than May.

Following feedback from residents and
property owners council said it would pause
upcoming works to remove deteriorated
dust suppressant seals on Outlook Drive,
Scenic Drive, Bayview Drive, Park Lane, and
Maxwell Street in Cowes; Queen Street, Won-
thaggi; and Reid Street, Rhyll.

“This pause will allow for careful consider-
ation of community concerns, investigation
of treatments, financial analysis and will en-
sure that our approach continues to meet lo-
cal needs and road maintenance standards’.

A petition containing nine signatures was
received from residents in regard to the dust
suppressant seal planned to be removed from
a section of Queen Street (between Merrin
Crescent and Broome Crescent) in Wonthaggi.

A petition from residents within the Koala
Estate in Cowes contained 121 signatures
including residents of Scenic Drive, Out-
look Drive, Maxwell Street and Park Lane.
Another petition was received containing 10
signatures from residents in streets within
the Koala Estate.

Investigations are continuing to determine
the cost and contribution amounts required
to upgrade roads that would retain the sealed
surface, whether as an interim dust-only
treatment option or a full road and drainage
upgrade project. It has been suggested post-
poning the dust suppressant seal removal
for 12 months (until April 2026) will allow
council officers time to consult with the head
petitioners and property owners.
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One year milestone

for digital licences

SINCE the launch of the digital driv-
er licence one year ago, 1.5 million full
licence holders and 323,000 learner
and probationary licence holders have
downloaded the technology.

More than one third of eligible licence
holders have accessed their driver,
motorcycle, and heavy vehicle licences
safely and securely via the myVicRoads
and Service Victoria apps.

Feedback from Victorians has been
overwhelmingly positive according to the
government, with ease of use and conve-
nience being the most common reasons
for people embracing the technology.

Physical licences are still being issued
for all Victorian drivers and can continue
to be used for identification purposes.

Drivers can add their digital licence
to the Service Victoria app or myVi-
cRoads app on their smartphone.

The digital driver licence has a high-
ly secure, timed QR code that can be
scanned by businesses and other au-
thorities to verify authenticity and pre-
vent fraudulent use. Digital licences
also detail when a licence has been
cancelled or suspended.

The licences can also be updated in
real-time if there are changes to licence
conditions or personal information like
home addresses.

Shitbox Rally
t-minus one month

THERE'’S just under one month to
go until the Shitbox Rally sees locals
Shaun Prestage and Nathan Laurens-
head to Perth for the start of winter
rally route as team Wackadoo Let's Go
Cruise.

The rally starts on June 19 and takes
travellers through Murchison, Mount
Augustus, Derby, Home Valley and up
through to Darwin, arriving (hopefully)
on June 28.

The duo have been out and about
across the community raising funds in
recent months having raised near on
$10,000 ahead of this rally alone.

“We've raised just shy of $40,000
since we began,” they stated.

The Shitbox Rally is the less a race
and more a challenge... dared only
by those who are keen on adventure,
crave something a little different and
love raising money for charity.

The cars themselves must be worth
just 81500 and will take on some of
the most formidable roads across Aus-
tralia... maybe they should consider
Gippsland in the future!

The largest community lead fund-
raiser for the Cancer Council, the Shit-
box Rally is now in it's 15th year and
so far has raised in excess of $55 mil-
lion dollars.

Determined to raise $15,000 this
rally, there is still time for the commu-
nity to pitch in.

Head to winter2025.shitboxrally.
com.au/wackadoo-lets-go-cruise to do-
nate today:.

Movement that 1nsp1res

THERE'S a reason Kia is a
multi-award-winning brand.

The vehicles combine style,
features, value for money and a
great warranty. Did you know the
seven-year unlimited warranty is
transferrable on future sales?

“Kia has a range of vehicles -
electric, hybrid, petrol, diesel,
they've got everything, and the cars
start at $23,000 driveaway,” Man-
aging Director, Warren Stewart
explained last week ahead of Kia's
launch in Wonthaggi on July 1.

“When the Barina, Corolla and
Yaris were sub $20,000 we couldn't
get enough of them - they sold like
hotcakes. We are looking forward
to having new vehicles available
below the $25,000 mark.”

From the small Picanto to
the Stonic light SUV, Sportage,
Sorento, Carnival and the multi-
award winning all-electric EV9
large SUV, there is a vehicle to
suit every lifestyle and budget.

“Kia is a very strong brand, and
we believe that Kia will become
the number two brand in Austra-
lia, behind Toyota. It's doing very
well globally, very well here in
Australia, and we think their ve-
hicles are a great fit for the com-
munity. It will really complement
our Toyota offerings.”

Working hard behind the
scenes, Warren and his team
are looking forward to introduc-
ing Kia to the local community
at their dealerships in Wonthag-
gi and Leongatha.

“The showroom in Wonthaggi

Warren Stewart is excited to bring Kia to the townships of Wonthaggi and Leongatha,

providing a stylish and affordable option to the community.

has undergone a complete trans-
formation and we are looking for-
ward to commencing a new show-
room in Leongatha that will take
about six months and will open
in the fourth quarter of this year.”

Whilst the Sportage is likely to
be the most popular vehicle in
the region (read about it below),
the new Tasman Ute also brings
its own ounce of excitement.

“We are very excited about the
new Tasman. It's due for launch
in July, so a great way to kick
off our opening, It1l be a great
option in the four-wheel drive
marketplace and though the
final specs and pricing are yet
to be confirmed, it's likely to be
very popular with the retro styl-
ing and features.”

Whilst Kia’s vehicles are avail-
able for immediate delivery
without wait times, the new

Tasman will initially be limited
but is available to pre-order. An
assortment of accessories will
also be available.

So where do Kia’s stylish in-
teriors and thought-out design
come from? The likes of top
automobile designers including
former Audi designer, renowned
for the TT, Peter Schreyer and
Luc Donckerwolke of Bentley,
Lamborghini, Skoda and Audi
brands. Not to mention former
designers of Mercedes-Benz
and BWM now head Kia’s design
centres in Europe and China.

The Kia range will start to ap-
pear on site from this week with
fantastic offers on all makes
and models in time for the end-
of-financial-year sales.

“We are also really proud of our
family and friends referral pro-
gram - anyone that refers a friend

or family member and buys a
new or used car gets a $250 Visa
gift card,” Warren explained.

The team are also proud of their
strong commitment to supporting
local community sporting groups
and is excited to see the new
branding rolled out across the re-
gion over the coming months.

“We're very supportive of the
community,” Warren said.

“We sponsor both the Phillip
Island and Leongatha golf clubs,
Wonthaggi Power, Leongatha’s
junior footballers, Inverloch
Cricket Club, Bass Coast Break-
ers, and West Gippsland Foot-
ball League, amongst others.”

Versatility across the range,
end-of-financial-year deals and no
waiting times, what are you wait-
ing for, step into the driver’s seat
and experience Kia — movement
that inspires.

Test drive a Kia Sportage at Wonthaggl today

THE 2025 Kia Sportage con-
tinues its evolution as one of
Australia’s most popular mid-
size SUVs, blending bold de-
sign, smart technology, and
versatile performance.

Across the Pacific, the
Sportage is Kia America’s high-
est seller this year with 57,473
Sportages sold since January;
16,178 in April alone. Globally,
47,737 Sportage units sold in
April and come July 1, Warren
Stewart and the team at Wont-
haggi Kia believe it will quickly
become one of their biggest
sellers in South Gippsland.

“It's a great little SUV,” War-
ren stated ahead of the exciting
launch of the new showroom in
Wonthaggi last week.

“It's very popular, it's priced
very well and represents excel-
lent value for money.”

With multiple powertrains
— including a 2.0L petrol, a
turbocharged 1.6L  petrol,
and a 2.0L turbo diesel — the
Sportage caters to every type of

The Kia Sportage is expected to be one of the most popular
models in the region ahead of the new dealerships opening.

driver, whether youre focused
on efficiency or all-wheel-drive
capability.

Across the range — spanning
from the base S to the premi-
um GT-Line — Kia delivers high
levels of safety and technology.
Standard features include Au-
tonomous Emergency Brak-
ing with Junction Assist, Lane
Keeping Assist, Blind Spot Col-
lision Warning and Rear Cross
Traffic Collision Warning. Even
the entry-level models offer
strong equipment, while the GT

Line boasts high-end features
like a 12.3” curved infotainment
display, surround-view monitor,
and a remote smart park assist
(diesel variant only).

Inside, the cabin is spacious
and thoughtfully appointed.

On the road, the Sportage
impresses with Australian-
tuned suspension, offering a
composed and confident drive.
Diesel variants provide up to
416Nm of torque, excellent for
towing (up to 1,900kg braked).
Fuel economy ranges from

--- MOTORING CLASSIFIEDS ---

6.3L/100km combined for the
diesel to 8.1L/100km for the
2.0L petrol automatic.

The vehicle has also won
numerous awards around
the world including the 2024
Newsweek Autos Best Vehicle
for Commuters, and rates
five-star in the ANCAP safety
system. The Sportage received
high marks for child occupant
protection, particularly in sim-
ulated crashes involving a six-
year-old in a car seat.

With its refined styling, exten-
sive features, and Kia’s seven-
year warranty, the 2025 Kia
Sportage is a reliable and styl-
ish choice for modern Austra-
lian drivers.

Whilst the new showroom
doesn’t open until July 1, Kia
vehicles have already started
appearing in Wonthaggi and are
available to test drive today.

So what are you waiting for,
test drive the Sportage today
— visit James Chetcuti at 346
Bass Highway, Wonthaggi.

TYRES

MECHANICS & TYRES MECHANICS

T G Mechanical
Repairs

GQOB;'- YEAR
AUTOCARE (Tpod 10 0

54 Graham Street,
Wonthaggi

Phone 5672 1311

QT THE PO OF AUSTRALILS BIGOEST INDEFEMDENT

HM10093

We know tyres!

84-96 Commercial Street,
Korumburra 5655 2880

S 612560

78 Watt Street,
WONTHAGGI

www.tyrepower.com.au

25 Sanders B’_{(JL f

Inverloch Road, Wonthaggi
5672 1313
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Wonthaggi Toyota VEARSY

OVER 20 FRESH VEHICLES NOW IN STOCK

"!l- - e

FINANCE FINANCE ;
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE J" ﬂ :

2023 Nissan Juke Ti F16 2022 GWM Haval H6 2018 Kia Cerato S 2008 Toyota Yaris YR

33,990 Wi 30,990 i 17,990 i 10,990 W~

25,487kms, 7 speed sports auto SUV 59,432kms, 7 speed sports auto SUV 72,599kms, 6 speed sports auto hatch 59,353kms, 4 speed auto hatch
SN: W102075 SN: W102088 SN: W102083 SN: W102076

2015 Ford Ranger XLT PX Mk 1 2020 Toyota Hilux SR 2020 Isuzu D-Max SX High Ride 2018 Kia Carnival S

24,990 s 46,990 X 28,990 i 27,990 2w

205,939%ms, 6 speed sports auto 4x4 68,596kms, 6 speed manual 4x4 cab 109,472kms, 6 speed sports auto cab 159,312kms, 8 speed sports auto
double cab SN: W102058 chassis SN: W102039 chassis SN: W102090 people mover SN: W102020

Leongatha Toyota

USED VEHICLE SPECIALS

FINANCE - ' 4, A _ ¥ FINANCE
AVAILABLE _ FINANCE g ~ | AVAILABLE
"%l AVAILABLE 4 N . _

2015 Toyota o : 2020 Toyota

Landcruiser Prado GXL 2023 Mitsubishi Triton GSR MR 2019 Subaru Forester 2.5i-S S5 Landcruiser Prado GXL
DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE

39,990 W~ 57,990 iy 27,990 X~ 64,990 Wiy

224,465kms, 5 speed CVT auto 4x4 72kms, 6 speed CVT auto 4x4 81,956kms, 7 speed CVT auto SUV 36,729ms, 6 speed CVT auto 4x4

SUV SN: L101342 double cab SN:L101328 SN: L101340 SUV SN:L101339

A%IAILABLE

2024 Toyota

Landcruiser Prado Kakadu 2024 Toyota Landcruiser GX 2025 Toyota Corolla Cross GX 2020 Ford Mustang GT FN
DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE

112,990 23 92,990 W 41,990 V5 62,990 V5

3,087kms, 8 speed CVT auto 4x4 2,007kms, 6 speed CVT auto 4x4 2,051kms, CVT SUV SN: 11956614 26,000kms, 6 speed CVT manual

SUV SN: 11960338 cab chassis SN: 12049641 coupe SN: L101345

Wonthaggi Toyota Leongatha Toyota
346 Bass Highway 7-13 Hughes Street, Toyota Finance OH WHAT A FE E LI NG

Wonthaggi VIC 3995 Leongatha VIC 3953
T(03) 5672 1722 T(03) 5662 2302 =

LMCT 8179 LMCT 8179 @ Toyota Used Cars

Wonthagg]toyota.com.au leongathatoyota.com.au

* Disclaimer: If the price does not contain the notation that it is “Driveaway*”, the price may not include additional costs, such as stamp duty and other government charges.
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Latrobe Community Health Service is
in need of volunteers like Ian Anderson.
Can you help?

“You receive so much
more than you give”

LATROBE Community Health Service is
urgently seeking volunteers to fill several
roles across Gippsland, as the demand for
community support services continues to
grow. LCHS is on the lookout for transport
drivers in the Latrobe Valley, Wellington,
Bass Coast, and East Gippsland. LCHS is
also looking to grow its Buddy Bears pro-
gram - made up of volunteers who sew com-
fort bears for children who access LCHS ser-
vices, local hospitals or community centres.

Transport driver lan Anderson says that as a
volunteer, he receives much more than he gives.

“Volunteering allows me to give something
back to my community. It provides a sense
of achievement and purpose,” Mr Anderson
said. “I love being a transport driver because
there are hundreds of people that have health
and transport issues. This service eases the
burden of worrying about how they will get to
appointments, while also providing an ear to
clients who might not see or speak to other
people for days. Clients are so appreciative of
the service, but it is us drivers who appreci-
ate being able to help them,” he added.

Volunteer Jo runs the footy
tipping each year for staff and
residents at Carinya.

"Ma/eing a difference, one ;mi/e a-* a-*ime"

We are looking for people who want to make a difference in
the lives of the elderly and join a community not-for-profit
organisation.

We Need Help With

[ Cuppa & Catch-up
[ Cards Group

[/ Gardening Group

[ Craft Group
[“ Hoy/Skittles/Golf/Bowls [ Bingo & Trivia

& more...

For more information
035655 2125 | info@carinyalodge.com.au
35 Carinya Crescent, Korumburra
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Volunteer Jo Lomagno spends
time with Connie Lomagno.
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THIS National Volunteer
Week, Carinya is proud to
celebrate the incredible indi-
viduals who give their time,
skills, and friendship to our
community. Volunteers are
at the heart of Carinya, en-
riching the daily lives of our
residents and bringing our
values of community con-
nection, belonging, respect,
and quality care to life.

Every chat over a cuppa,
every card game, every gar-
den bed planted is more
than an activity, it's a mo-
ment of connection. For
many residents, these sim-
ple acts become the high-
light of their day. They bring
joy, spark memories, and
build relationships that cre-
ate a true sense of home.

Our volunteers support a
wide range of activities, from
leading trivia and craft, to
helping with bingo, bowls,
or simply sitting alongside
someone to share a story.
Their willingness to offer
their time allows our Leisure
and Wellbeing program to
flourish, ensuring residents
stay socially, emotionally,
and mentally engaged.

Vince, our Leisure and Well-
being Assistant, sees firsthand
the impact volunteers have.

“You can see the change
in residents when volun-
teers are around. There’s

laughter, conversation, and a
real buzz in the room. They
make people feel valued and
heard, sometimes all it takes
is a listening ear or a shared
cup of tea to brighten some-
one’s day.

Volunteers running indi-
vidualised small group ac-
tivities also help us achieve
person-centred care.”

Joel Stevenson, Co-CEO
Corporate Services, agrees:

“Our volunteers truly em-
body Carinya’s values. Their
contributions may seem
small, but the ripple effect
is immeasurable, enriching
the lives of residents, fami-
lies, and staff alike.”

Kate Billing, Co-CEO Clini-
cal Services, adds:

“Volunteers bring a human
touch that no program or
service can replicate. They
remind us that aged care is
not just about care, it's about
living with dignity, purpose,
and joy.”

For volunteer Jo Lomag-
no, giving back is personal.

“I feel it's good for me as
the younger generation to
contribute to the commu-
nity. By volunteering, I can
support residents who may
not have family close by.”

To recognise these wonder-
ful contributions, Carinya held
its Annual Volunteer Celebra-
tion Luncheon on Monday.

Filling backpacks for kids in foster care

THE CWA Mirboo North
Night Owls formed about
ten years ago and are a
friendly, social and sup-
portive volunteer organ-
isation, open to women of
all ages.

The group raises mon-
ey through social events,
craft days, exhibitions,
stalls and other activi-
ties with all funds going
back to local community
groups and organisations.

The ladies’ most recent
efforts to raise money are
going toward a project
called My Backpack.

Members fill backpacks
with new clothes, sleep-
wear, toiletries, toys and
books for boys and girls
between the ages of two
to 16, so the kids have
something of their own
to take with them to their
foster placements.

And they then also have
a new backpack to take to
school if they need it.

“We had seen that there
were other groups doing a
similar thing, so we decid-
ed to do one for this area.
We do all of Gippsland,
and whatever we raise
stays within this area, it
doesn’t go anywhere else,”
explained CWA member
Anne Goranitis.

Seventeen backpacks,
at a cost of about $100
each, have been donated
so far. Five of which were
generously donated by a
local woman who thought
it was a wonderful idea.

The group have part-
nered with Quantum in
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Mary Leech and Robyn Hoekstra of the CWA Mirboo
North Night Owls have been helping to raise money
to fill backpacks for kids in Foster Care. ob05 2025

Morwell for the project,
who support Foster Chil-
dren and Foster Carers.

“There’s a huge need for
this, and the problem too
is that Quantum can't get
any foster carers,” said
Anne.

The ladies commented
that the best thing about
being part of the CWA
Mirboo North Night Owls
is being able to give back
to the community, the
enduring friendship and
support, as well as the
political influence the
CWA as a whole can gar-
ner, such as swaying the
vote to legalise gay mar-
riage in 2017.

“When I was in my twen-
ties, I wanted to join the
CWA,” explained CWA
member Robyn Hoekstra.

“One of the reasons I
wanted to, was the political

clout that the CWA had.
They present things to the
government yearly, which
all the group vote on - it's
not just their head office in
Melbourne - choices are
put to us as a group. So
those kinds of things are
really important to achieve
social justice things. It's
not only a group where
you get together and enjoy
yourselves and meet great
people. We don'’t just make
scones. It goes well beyond
that.”

The CWA Mirboo North
Night Owls always wel-
come new members and
they meet every second
Monday of the month, 7pm
at St Mary’s, Ridgway, Mir-
boo North.

To donate towards the
backpacks or for more in-
formation email cwamir-
boonorth@gmail.com.
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FROM tending gardens to play-
ing piano or taking people to
appointments, volunteers  at
Gippsland Southern Health Ser-
vice (GSHS) are making life easier
for residents, patients and staff.

GSHS is this week celebrating
the contribution of more than 30
regular volunteers working in ar-
eas such as transport, aged care,
gardening and cardiac rehabilita-
tion.

Volunteer coordinator Vicki Ri-
ley says the contribution of volun-
teers is great for the health service
and the volunteers themselves.

People volunteer for many dif-
ferent reasons.

“Some want to give back to the
service that has just helped a
loved one or they may have re-
cently retired and are looking for
something to do,” Ms Riley said.

Some people have also noticed a
need and decided to do something
about it.

“The gardeners saw the gardens
and thought they could contribute
to their beautification, and trans-
port drivers have noticed people
in the community that can't get to
their medical appointments, so
they volunteer to help,” Ms Riley
said.

“They say it puts a smile on their
face to be helping others. They get
more out of it than they expected.”

It also helps the health ser-
vice and enriches the lives

44

Volunteers make life easier at
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of residents.

“Our volunteers do an amazing
job supporting our medical and
nursing staff, and it's really help-
ful when people visit the aged care
facilities because it gives residents
extra contact and someone who
will listen to them.”

Having a bigger volunteer pool
would mean even more care and
support. Ms Riley would like to
have a concierge service and vis-
iting mini-library service to the
wards.

Leongatha volunteer Dick Les-
ter has felt the positive benefits of
public service all his life.

Now helping in gardening ser-
vices following his career with the
local council, Mr Lester says pub-
lic service is to long term security,
health and wellbeing,

“Aged 20, I was called up for two
years compulsory National Ser-
vice, with 371 days in Vietnam,
so I appreciate how much crucial
administration and personnel
support is needed, to support the
frontline.”

Ken Caithness began volunteer-
ing at Koorooman House and Hill-
side Lodge about six years ago,
initially playing violin and more
recently piano — both self-taught.

The former farmer and machin-
ery specialist — who also built his
own plane — has made a heartfelt
connection with residents and
his presence brings great joy and

Nabional
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music memories.

Ken volunteers twice a week
with GSHS.

Husband and wife team Cheryl
and Terry Purcell have been dedi-
cated volunteers at GSHS for
just over a year; Terry as a val-
ued member of the maintenance
gardening team and Cheryl at
Koorooman House helping with
bingo and busy making pancakes.

For Cheryl, volunteering is close
to her heart. Her mother spent
time in an aged care facility, and
now she finds joy in giving back
and making meaningful connec-
tions with residents.

Kath Welsh began volunteering
at Hillside following the passing
of her mother. Deeply touched
by the care her mother received,
Kath felt compelled to give back.
What started as a gesture of grati-
tude has become a passion — she
now volunteers at least four days
aweek and is a beloved part of the
Hillside team.

She assists the Diversional
Therapists with various activities
and often spends valuable one-
on-one time with residents, bring-
ing joy, comfort, and connection.

National Volunteer Week is be-
ing held from May 19-25 to cel-
ebrate volunteering in Australia.
People interested in volunteering
at GSHS can contact volunteer co-
ordinator Vicki Riley on Vicki.Ri-
ley@gshs.com.au or 5667 5664.

19-25 MAY 2025

!

Ken volunteers twice a week at Koorooman House and
Hillside Lodge playing the piano and violin.
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generosity to our region!

National
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‘From all of us at South Gippsland Shire
Council, we want to say thank you to all the
fantastic volunteers in South Gippsland.

Each volunteer contributes unique talents
and skills, making a difference and
supporting our community in countless

Thank you for your dedication and

IH

- Mayor John Schelling

#NVW2025

19-25 MAY 2025
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Connecting Communities week
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South Gippsland

ShireCouncil

SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES | TUESDAY, MAY 20,2025 | 25



Empowering children
for the digital future

PRIMARY students in Wonthaggi and
Dalyston will be among the first to benefit
from a national digital skills program that
aims to increase digital safety and address
the online skills gap between regional
young people and their city-based peers.

Around 60 Year 5 and 6 students at Won-
thaggi North Primary School and Powlett
River Primary School will participate in
Digital Futures workshops run this week
by not-for-profit Project Rockit, Australia’s
youth-driven movement against bullying,
hate and prejudice.

The initiative is part of a $1.5 million
partnership with the Telstra Founda-
tion, and follows research released last
year (Australian Youth Digital Index) that
showed regional young people lagged be-
hind urban students on a range of mea-
sures regarding their engagement with
technology.

“This program not only increases stu-
dents’ tech skills but also builds their
digital confidence and resilience. It's set
to make a significant impact for region-
al young people, preparing them for the
challenges and opportunities of partici-
pating in the digital world,” said Telstra
Foundation CEO Jackie Coates.

“By empowering young people through
digital citizenship, online safety, and cy-
berbullying prevention, and offering free
access to digital education and support,
the Digital Futures program will help to
create a safer and more inclusive online
environment for students in these com-
munities.”

The Australian Youth Digital Index,
launched by Telstra Foundation last year,
provides a comprehensive snapshot of
young Australians’ digital lives. It shows
young people in regional and remote ar-
eas score lower in digital skills compared
to their urban-based peers, and also high-
lighted wellbeing concerns.

While nearly two-thirds (63 per cent)
of respondents outside cities said social
media was overall a positive experience,
a third said they feared missing out when
they were not online, and a similar pro-
portion acknowledged a negative impact
of technology use on sleep.

The Index, built on responses from
over 4700 young people aged eight to 25,
showed young people from regional/re-
mote areas in Australia (50 per cent) are
less likely than young people from major
cities (67 per cent) to agree that they re-
ceive good training at university to use
technology, or to have been taught how to
code at school (major cities: 52 per cent,
regional/remote: 44 per cent).

Digital Futures will deliver in-person
digital citizenship workshops to 30,000
students in regional communities across
Australia, provide online digital citizen-
ship resources to reach an additional
250,000 young people, and will improve
community digital citizenship literacy by
engaging 900 parents and community
members through online seminars.

Recognise early

educators, and teachers

NOMINATIONS for the Victorian Early
Years Awards are now open, and it's time
for Victorians to nominate their most in-
novative, inspiring and dedicated early
years teachers, educators, organisations
and programs for improving outcomes for
children in their critical early years.

Victoria’s entire early years sector, from
maternal child health services to play-
groups, early childhood initiatives and
everything in between, are eligible for
awards.

All winners will receive $15,000 to fur-
ther develop their initiatives and share the
learnings of their approaches, or to sup-
port their professional development. Fi-
nalists from the nine categories will also
be considered for the prestigious Minis-
ter’s Award, selected by Minister for Chil-
dren Lizzie Blandthorn.

Nominations for the Victorian Early
Years Awards close on Thursday, June 12,
with finalists announced in August. For
more information or to submit a nomina-
tion, visit vic.gov.au/victorian-early-years-
awards.

Current Chair Mr David Jobe celebrates the unveiling of the Chairs of the
Board of Governance Honour Board with past Board Chairs Mr Greg Price,
Mrs Pamela Cameron and Mr Kevin Johnson, after the Foundation Day all-
school assembly.

Newhaven College
Celebrates Foundation Day

LAST week, the Ne-
whaven College com-
munity gathered for the
all-school Foundation
Day Assembly to cel-
ebrate the College’s 45th
anniversary. From the
youngest Prep students
to valued Life Governors,
the event brought every-
one together in a shared
recognition of Newhaven
College’s proud past, vi-
brant present, and prom-
ising future.

The College was hon-
oured to welcome back
Life Governor inductee
Simon Manning and
alumni Mat Bowtell from
Free 3D Hands. Also in
the audience were a num-
ber of College Life Gov-
ernors, College Board
members, early teachers
at the school, the College
leadership team, staff,
students and families.

College Principal Tony
Corr said, “Connecting
within our local commu-
nity is only one part of
how we build our commu-
nity here at Newhaven. It
is also in acknowledging
where we have been as
a school and the efforts
of those who have gone
before us. Which is why
Foundation Day is so im-
portant and it is wonder-
ful to have so many guests
who have contributed to
our school over the de-
cades in attendance.”

Proceedings com-
menced with the induc-
tion of Mr Simon Man-
ning as Life Governor. Mr
Manning was applauded
by current Chair Mr Da-
vid Jobe, as an integral
part of the team who
helped make Newhaven
College the incredible
school it is today, during

his tenure as Treasurer
of the College Board.

Mr Jobe thanked Mr
Manning, “On behalf of
our school community,
thank you Simon, for
your financial acumen,
your leadership and your
years of volunteer service
to our College.”

Special guest speaker,
College alumni Mat Bow-
tell from Free 3D Hands
enthralled all those in at-
tendance with his story
of discovering his gift
of combining innova-
tion and creativity to de-
velop prosthetic hands
and arms. His work has
assisted over 20,000
people worldwide. He
explained how the recipi-
ents’ smiles and grati-
tude motivate him and
his team every day. His
passion and dedication
were applauded by the
entire school community.

Student leaders pre-
sented to the assembly,
with College Captains
Grace Howlett and Gabe
Di Falco running pro-
ceedings, and Abby Pa-
pas and Isaac Savona re-
flecting on their Year 12
journey so far in 2025.
They expressed their ap-
preciation for the gen-
erous donations made
already for this year’s
College Charity, Bali
Children Foundation.

Middle School Cap-
tains Lucy Thompson
and Indi Maloney pre-
sented to those present
about Middle School ini-
tiatives.

Junior School Captains
Peyton Rhee, Venus Her-
ath Mudiyanselage, Nate
Kondorios and Dallas

Latham presented thank
to guest

you flowers

speaker Mat Bowtell.

At their first ever all-
school assembly, the
Preps were formally
welcomed to the College
community when student
leaders awarded them
with their House badg-
es, introducing them as
Class of 2037! For the
youngest students of the
school, standing on a
stage in front of the en-
tire assembly was quite
daunting.

Proceedings were punc-
tuated by musical perfor-
mances by our Junior
School and Combined
Choirs, and a rendition
of Xanadu’ by the cast of
last month’s School Pro-
duction, led by Year 12
students Cecily de Gooy-
er and Archie Robson.

Following the assem-
bly, Life Governors and
special guests - includ-
ing Executive General
Manager Sholto Bowen
OAM and Executive Offi-
cer Louisa Warnock from
Ecumenical Schools -
gathered in the College
Board Room for the un-
veiling of a new Honour
Board. The board proud-
ly displays the names of
all Chairs of the Board
of Governance since
founding Chair W.G. Pap-
worth. The unveiling was
conducted by Mr Kevin
Johnson, who served
as Chair from 2000 to
2002.

Newhaven College’s
annual Foundation Day
Assembly was a celebra-
tion of all that the school
holds dear - its rich his-
tory, strong leadership,
community involvement,
spirit of encouragement,
and vibrant musical tal-
ent.

Guest speaker and Newhaven College alumni, Mat Bowtell from Free 3D
Hands, was thanked for his presentation by Junior School Captains Nate
Kondorios, Venus Herath Mudiyanselage, Peyton Rhee and Dallas Latham,
with College Captain Gabe Di Falco.
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Year 5-6 entry from last year’s National
Water Week poster competition.

Calling all young
water heroes in
South Gippsland

SOUTH Gippsland Water’'s (SGW) Na-
tional Water Week poster competition
is back for 2025, with entries now open
to all pre-schools and primary schools
across the service region.

For the 2025 competition, students are
encouraged to create a poster reflecting
this year’s theme, Water Heroes: Save Ev-
ery Drop.

SGW Managing Director, Robert Mur-
phy, said the competition was a great
opportunity for students to show their
creative side and how they care for the en-
vironment at the same time.

“Were encouraging all local students
to get creative and enter a poster for this
year’s competition. You can draw, you can
paint or use some other materials, includ-
ing digital technology to create an A3 or
A4-sized poster,” Mr Murphy said.

“Each year, we are blown away not only
by the talent and creativity of our local stu-
dents but also by their ideas for water sav-
ing and caring for our water resources.”

The poster competition is open to all
primary schools and pre-schools across
Victoria, with prizes up for grabs valued
up to $100 for individuals and up to $500
for schools for each of the following cat-
egories: early learning/kindergarten, prep,
year one and two, year three-four and year
five-six.

Local winners will be announced in Octo-
ber during National Water Week (October
20-26), and all entries will be on display
in the National Water Week poster exhibi-
tion. First prize winners from SGW’s local
competition will automatically be entered
into the state competition.

To learn more about the categories, priz-
es and how to enter, visit nationalwater-
week.com.au.

Assistant Principal Toby Mahoney
and Education Support Team members
Molly Turner and Katie O’Neill have
joined the staff at WNPS.

North welcomes

new teachers

WONTHAGGI North Primary School
would like to officially welcome three new
members to our school community for
2025 — Toby Mahoney, Molly Turner, and
Katie O’Neill.

Toby has joined us as our new Assistant
Principal and is looking forward to work-
ing with students, staff, and families to
continue making WNPS a great place to
learn and grow.

Molly and Katie are now part of our Edu-
cation Support Team, supporting teachers
and students in the classroom to create
a positive and engaging learning environ-
ment.

With Term 2 in full swing, we are also ex-
cited to open our school for tours at your
convenience.

Please contact the general office to ar-
range a time to meet our new staff and see
our wonderful school in action.
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Encouraging mindful posture while us_ing technology

OVER the years, computers
and other screen devices have
been gradually impacting my
patients in many ways.

I was never comfortable with
a device that emulated certain
levels of brain activity, but as
well as this, physical symptoms
began to present resulting from
incorrect or overuse of smart-
phones, tablets, computers and
other electronic devices. These
symptoms include headaches,
neck, shoulder and upper back
pain, with the severity of symp-
toms often equivalent to the
amount of time spent on these
devises.

With the insight of learning the
scientific model that environ-
ment is responsible for biologi-
cal function, I began to ask the
basic questions of how and why.

With over 34 million mobile
phone connections and 95 per
cent of Australians accessing
the internet via a smartphone,
the focus of the Australian Chi-
ropractors Association’s (ACA)

annual national Spinal Health
Week is preventing “Tech Neck’,
also known as Tension Neck
Syndrome.

As screen time has grown in
our increasingly digital world,
“Tech Neck’ has become a grow-
ing health concern affecting a
significant portion of our popu-
lation. A study in 2019 from the
University of South Australia
identified issues with unsuit-
able head, neck, trunk and leg
postures among device users
that can amount to musculo-
skeletal disorders.

Since environment plays such
a huge role in our biological
function, positive adaptations to
that involvement are essential.

With over 5.3 million Aus-
tralians suffering ‘Tech Neck’,
regular movement, stretching,
changing posture and the way
we use our devices can help pre-
vent Tech Neck, and maximise
spinal health. Whether using a
laptop or a desktop at home,
school, university or at work,

it's essential for workstations to
be ergonomically correct.

ACA President Dr Billy Chow
said, “During national Spinal
Health Week, we're encouraging
all Australians to adjust their
thinking on how they use smart-
phones, tablets and computers
by joining the movement to help
prevent persistent, aggravated
head, neck and upper back in-
juries which impact productivity
at home, school and at work.”

“Every week, over 400,000
chiropractic healthcare consul-
tations help create well-adjust-
ed Australians as ACA chiro-
practors play an important role
in improving the spinal health
of everyday Australians.”

So, the message today is to be
aware of your posture while us-
ing your technology.

With prevention the best pro-
tection, we are here to help.

To book an appointment con-
tact Dr Norman Vradenburg at
South Gippsland Chiropractic
Services.

Dr Norman Vradenburg
encourages better posture
and regular movement to
help prevent ‘Tech Neck’
this Spinal Week.

Winter is the

EVERYONE has heard of Pi-
lates, but have you heard about
reformer Pilates? Nope, well let
me indulge you in a little his-
tory first.

Pilates is a low-impact form
of exercise that focuses on con-
trolled movement, deep core
strength, and full-body condi-
tioning, Inspired by yoga, callis-
thenics and ballet, it improves
flexibility, posture, balance,
muscle tone, and body aware-
ness. Developed by Joseph Pi-
lates in the 1920s to support
rehabilitation in injured ath-
letes and dancers, the method
has since evolved to suit a wide
range of people — from elite
athletes to beginners, seniors,
pregnant women and those re-
covering from injury.

Pilates can be performed on
a mat using body weight or on
specialised equipment such
as the reformer, which adds
spring resistance to move-
ments. It involves precise, low

By Chloe Kent

repetition exercises done over
45 to 90-minute sessions with
attention to breath, alignment,
and muscle control. While not
typically a high-sweat workout,
it builds deep strength and
endurance, particularly in the
abdominal, back, and pelvic
muscles — commonly referred
to as the body’s core.

There are many proven health
benefits of pilates including im-
proved spinal stability, muscu-
lar balance, coordination, lung
capacity, and injury prevention.
It can also aid stress manage-
ment, enhance concentration,
and support rehabilitation from
musculoskeletal conditions.

So how can reformer Pilates
make a difference?

I've long suffered from chron-
ic back pain, knee issues, and
a raft of other niggles. I discov-
ered reformer Pilates whilst liv-
ing in London and was initially

intimidated. It was intense - it
was rhythmic cycling to a regu-
lar spin class, think high-ener-
gy music, fast-paced, sweating,
fun until the next day burn. But
I loved it and went back every
week.

Since coming home, and final-
ly seeing reformer studios pop
up in Bass Coast (thank you!)
I've since discovered that most
reformer pilates classes are
slightly slower-paced than I was
initially introduced to, and offer
multiple levels for all abilities.

Now jumping on a reformer
may not be for everyone, but I
highly recommend you give it a
go, at least three times, once to
get over the new, a second time
to learn the flow and a third
time to see whether you actu-
ally like it or not.

Three months after jumping
back on a reformer, my body is
far more mobile, I have more
energy, my back pain flares up
less and I feel my posture is

COR PILATES T

A BOUTIQUE

REFORMER PILATES STUDIO IN

perfect time to try reformer pilates classes

better, and in turn, I'm seeing
my healthcare professionals
less regularly to manage my
conditions.

I love that there are different
levels offered, and movements
build up. I might be able to
jump straight into a full plank
with pikes and crunches on the
footbar, but lunges and squats
require a lot more work. But
that's okay, because under ex-
pert guidance I'm given choices.

Personally, I also find I have
fewer problems with my wrists
and knees in reformer pilates
than I do in mat pilates.

Whether youre stuck at a
desk all day, dealing with tech
neck, or just need to stretch
and reset, give reformer Pilates
a try. Like anti-gravity/aerial
yoga, it only looks completely
overwhelming from the out-
side.

As always, consult a health-
care professional before begin-
ning any new fitness program.

ACAs Top Ten Tips for

Tech Neck Prevention

SIT with comfortable upright posture
with shoulders relaxed and feet flat on the
floor.

STOP BENDING the neck to look down
at a phone or tablet. Hold the device at
eye level.

LIMIT the time spent using a phone to
2 hours per day, especially during leisure
time.

USE BOTH HANDS or alternate be-
tween left and right when typing on a
smartphone.

DON'T WALK LOOKING DOWN at a
phone. Hold your head up straight and
engage with the world.

TAKE REGULAR MOVEMENT BREAKS
to look away from your device, move your
neck from side to side and stretch every 10
minutes if using mobile devices and every
30 minutes if using computers.

ENSURE COMPUTERS are ergonomi-
cally set up correctly so the monitor is at
eye level.

USE AN ADJUSTABLE ergonomic of-
fice chair so the knees are slightly lower
than the hips.

EXERCISE REGULARLY to maintain a
healthy spine and overall health and well-
being.

CONSULT AN ACA CHIROPRACTOR
to limit and treat spinal health problems
including tech neck.

For parents, it's also recommended that
parents and carers limit screen time in ac-
cordance with the Australian Institute of
Family Studies guidelines and keep chil-
dren and young people active to maximise
their physical and mental development,
spinal health and overall health and well-
being,

Colouring competition

CALLING all creative kids!

The Australian Chiropractors Associa-
tion are excited to invite your little ones
to join in their colouring competition for
a chance to win fantastic prizes.

Children aged seven to 12 can compete
for a portable karaoke machine, while
those six and under can win a light-up
drawing board.

To enter, simply download and print
the ‘Heads Up on Tech Neck’ colouring
sheet from ACA's website — then, let your
child’s imagination run wild!

The competition runs until Monday,
June 2, 2025 and the winner will be no-
tified by Friday, June 13.
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THE HEART OF SAN REMO.

AT COR WE BELIEVE PILATES IS
FOR EVERYBODY. WE ARE HERE
TO BRING YOU A VARIETY OF
CLASSES THAT COMB'ENE ALL THE
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BEST THINGS LIKE BREATHING,
STRENGTH, BALANCE AND
STABILITY. WHETHER YOU ARE
JUST STARTING YOUR PILATES
JOURNEY OR YOU'RE A PILATES
PRO, WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR
YOU.
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and Adjunctive Therapies
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Download our Cor Pilates App
and take advantage of our intro offer
- $20 for your first class.
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Francis Alan Rutherford offers expert
legal advice helping families plan for
the future with confidence and care.

Award winning
legal for your family

Francis Alan Rutherford BdJuris, LLB
(Monash) is a barrister and solicitor of the
Supreme Court of Victoria, admitted to
practice in April 1978. Based in Pakenham,
Francis offers a wide range of legal services
with a focus on clear communication, pro-
fessionalism, and affordability.

Francis was recognised with the APAC Insid-
er Legal Award for Best in Family Law Prop-
erty Settlements — Victoria in both 2016 and
2017, acknowledging his dedication to client-
focused legal solutions. One of his key areas of
expertise is Family Law Property Settlements,
governed by Section 90 of the Family Law Act.

“In the situation where husband and wife or
parties in a relation split up Section 90 of the
Family Law Act becomes a very important sec-
tion in dividing property acquired by the par-
ties during the relationship,” Mr Rutherford
explained. “The parties agree with their lawyers
to enter into a contract/agreement known as a
Family Law Property Settlement Agreement. The
agreement generally covers the house, any vehi-
cles, monies in the bank and superannuation.

“The agreements also contain a schedule
itemising the items to be retained by the
parties and the respective values.

“The lawyers role, apart from preparing
the agreement, is to sit with their client and
go through the agreement ensuring that the
client’s fully understands the agreement be-
fore signing in accordance with the Act.”

Once signed by the parties, the document
becomes an enforceable contract, like any
contract, and if a party breach the contract,
it can be enforced through the Family Court.

“Section 90 has become a very popular
section which minimises legal professional
costs of dealing with lawyers,” Mr Ruther-
ford continued.

Specialising in conveyancing, business law,
magistrates court appearances in criminal mat-
ters including offences under the road safety act,
commercial agreements, wills/powers of attor-
ney, and family law property settlements contact
Francis Alan Rutherford on 0418 569 566.

Trusted, loca

OAKLEYS White is a well-
established legal practice
based in Foster, proudly
serving the South Gippsland
region for approximately
three decades, with the firm
led by partners Clive White
and Fiona Baxter.

“We are committed to de-
livering professional, reli-
able legal services and value
the strong relationships we
have built within our local
community,” Fiona said.

Clive began practising
law in the 1980s and oper-
ated Oakleys White as a sole
practitioner for many years.

Over the decades, he has
served generations of local
families and takes pride in
building long-term client re-
lationships.

Fiona joined the firm in
2012 as a junior clerk and,
inspired by her hands-on ex-
perience, commenced study-
ing law.

Following her admission to
practise, she joined Clive as
a partner in 2022.

Together, they bring a
depth of experience and a
commitment to accessible,
down-to-earth legal support.

Whether you are buying
or selling a home, planning
your estate, or needing ad-
vice for your business, Oak-
leys White is here to help with

= = RET . —

The team at Oakleys White Lawyers are committed to professional, friendly and accessible

I and here to help

service, with Angela Smith, Yvonne McNeal, Clive White, Fiona Baxter, Karen Dorling and
Tara Hollier pictured and Jenna Zuidema absent.

professionalism, care, and a
commitment to service.

The team includes five
dedicated clerks who play
an essential role in support-
ing the firm’s operations
and delivery of services to
clients.

“We are incredibly proud
of our team: they are hard-
working, reliable, and bring

a wealth of local knowledge
and professionalism to ev-
erything they do,” Fiona said.

The business provides ac-
cessibility for older clients
or those with mobility chal-
lenges, offering home visits
where needed and happy to
make flexible arrangements
to meet clients’ needs, in-
cluding visits to aged care

facilities or hospitals in the
surrounding area.

Telephone and video meet-
ings are also available.

With those at Oakleys
White priding themselves
on being approachable, de-
pendable and deeply con-
nected to the local com-
munity, the firm has many
long-term clients.

Liza Pearce brings her criminal law expertise to Gippsland

LIZA Pearce opened her law
firm in Mirboo North almost a
year ago specialising in crimi-
nal law, intervention orders
and family violence related
matters.

Having been a Solicitor for
about 19 years, Liza began
her own practice 12 years ago
in Melbourne, Liza Pearce &
Associates, and when an op-
portunity arose to expand her
business into Gippsland, she
decided to take it up.

Being a sole practitioner
with a wealth of experience un-
der her belt and a personable
nature comes with some great
advantages for Liza’s clients.

“I believe it is very impor-
tant to respond promptly to
client enquiries, to display
empathy and sensitivity and
to really listen to my clients
— so that they feel heard and

understood,” said Liza.

“Going to court, particularly
for a criminal matter, is a con-
fronting and often frightening
experience, so I am very mind-
ful that the options and out-
comes are explained clearly
that my clients understand the
process, and that this gives
them a sense of reassurance
and confidence.”

On any given day Liza will be
in a courtroom for her clients,
in Korumburra, Wonthaggi,
Morwell, Sale or even Bairns-
dale.

“I love being in court. It's
very hands-on, and, you are
often assisting people at a
pretty difficult and emotional
and stressful time in their life,
so that’s very satisfying.”

Liza Pearce & Associates
specialise in criminal law, traf-
fic and driving offences that
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Francis A. Rutherford

Barrister & Solicitor
B Juris. LLB. Mon

EXPERIENCED

m Conveyancing

B Powers of Attorney

m Court Appearances
Competitive legal costs & friendly service
Visiting Leongatha on Wednesdays.

Phone 0418 569 566

frank.rutherford@bigpond.com
also on Facebook and Google

come under criminal law, in-
tervention orders and fam-
ily violence related matters,
as well as intervention order
breaches.

“I also pride myself on trying
to be reasonably affordable, so
that people can have a private
lawyer without the massive,
huge expense,” said Liza.

Expanding her practice into
Mirboo North has given Liza
the opportunity to see more of
the region and she adds that
when she’s not working or
reading a good book, she loves
exploring the natural beauty of
Gippsland.

Liza can meet clients in her
Mirboo North office or any-
where across Gippsland, as
well as in her Melbourne office
in William Street and the first
phone consultation is free of
charge.

Liza Pearce & Associates
specialising in Criminal
Law, Intervention Orders
and family violence now has
an office in Mirboo North
and can see clients right
across Gippsland.

OAKLEYS WHITE
LAWYERS

ME0437
—

Principals: Clive W. White B.Juris.,LL.B
& Fiona G. Baxter LL.B (Hons)

65 Main Street, Foster VIC 3960
Telephone: (03) 5682 2211
Email: law@oakleyswhite.com.au

Our areas of practice include:

® Property transactions including sales,
purchases, leases & subdivisions

* Probate & estate administration

o Wills & powers of attorney

e Succession planning, family trusts &
self-managed superannuation funds

e Small business & commercial matters

¢ General legal advice

Serving the community




FOR Jess Luff, Principal
Solicitor at Bass Coast Le-
gal, the law isn’'t just about
documents and deadlines -
it's about people.

“More than anything, we
want clients to feel heard
and understood,” she said.

“That’'s the most important
part.”

Based in Inverloch, Bass
Coast Legal is the successor to
Ian Symonds and Associates,
continuing a legacy of more
than 40 years of legal service
in the Bass Coast and South
Gippsland region. But while
the history is long-standing,
Jess is focused on building
something new — a warm, ap-
proachable firm grounded in
empathy and efficiency.

Her own journey into law
reflects that balance. After
studying legal practice and
working as a law clerk, Jess
raised four young children
while completing her law de-
gree online. She later joined
the team at Ian Symonds and
Associates with the intention
of taking over the practice,
and from there, Bass Coast
Legal was born.

Today, she and her small
team provide assistance
across a wide range of legal
areas, including everything
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Jess Luff is making legal help
more human at Bass Coast Legal

BASS COAST
LEGAL

“We’re here to help” - Jess Luff of Bass Coast Legal is
changing how people experience legal support in Bass

Coast. W02_2025

except criminal law. Some of
the matters they most com-
monly help clients with in-
clude wills and estates, fam-
ily law and divorce, property
conveyancing, probate and
estate administration, and
business law. They also offer
advice on guarantor docu-

ments, reverse mortgages,
binding financial agree-
ments, debt recovery, and

retirement village contracts.
Being based in the com-
munity is a big part of what

sets Bass Coast Legal apart.
Jess says having local
knowledge means clients
don’t have to explain every-
thing from the beginning
— she already has an under-
standing of the places and
people involved.

“Conveyancing and prop-
erty matters really benefit
from that local understand-
ing,” she explained.

“It also helps in family law
situations. People feel more
at ease when they know

they're speaking with some-
one who understands their
world.”

That compassion shows up
in the way the team works.
Whether someone is going
through a separation, deal-
ing with the loss of a loved
one, or navigating a complex
legal issue, Jess and her col-
leagues prioritise creating a
comfortable, safe space for
clients to ask questions and
get support.

And with Law Week ap-
proaching, she hopes more
people feel empowered to
seek legal advice, even if
they've been putting it off.

“There’s this idea that see-
ing a lawyer will be stress-
ful or too expensive. But it
doesn’t have to be. We do our
best to keep things cost-ef-
fective and transparent, and
to make the experience as
easy as possible.”

Her message to anyone
feeling unsure about reach-
ing out?

“We don't bite,” she laughs.

“We're here to help. That's
the only reason we do what
we do.”

To make an appointment
or learn more, contact Bass
Coast Legal on 5674 2644 or
visit their website.

Learn more about the law during Victorian Law Week

THE law can intersect with
life in many ways. It can be
to do with your home, work,
relationships, where you are
or what you buy.

Sometimes it's easy to deal
with, or it can be difficult. It
can feel distressing or help
you feel safe.

We all need information
about our legal rights and
responsibilities. Whether it's
for us, our families or the
people we support.

Victorian Law Week is an
opportunity to identify where
the law can help and learn
how to act on it.

With events running across
the state this week, from May
19- 25, Victorian Law Week
is a time to learn what to do
when the law meets your life,
where to get help and find out

Personalised legal services

« Estate Planning including Wills and Power of Attorneys

more about the law.

There is a great range this
year and a strong overall pro-
gram, with more events being
added to the program every
day.

Whilst there is only one
event happening in our re-
gion to come this week, an-
other was held yesterday in
Corinella there are a number
of live and on demand events
worth a look.

To check out the program
and find out more head to vi-
clawweek.org.au.

Free information session
for Law Week in Foster

MANNA Gum Community
House in partnership with
the Gippsland Community
Legal Service is hosting a free
information session on Wills,

« Estate Administration including Probate and

Power of Attorney and disas-
ter preparedness in Foster
today (May 20) as part of Vic-
torian Law Week.

With support from the Fam-
ily Law Pathways Informa-
tion Kiosk, lawyers from the
Gippsland Community Le-
gal Service will present legal
information sessions from
l1lam.

The Family Law Pathways
information kiosk will pro-
vide essential information
for separating couples and
families, offering information
about intersecting support
services to help connect you
to the right resources and
guide you through your op-
tions.

The free event at Manna
Gum Community House is
part of a program of more

than 150 events around the
state for Victorian Law Week
designed to help people find
legal answers to everyday
problems, get legal help and
learn more about the law.

Similar sessions are being
held across the Neighbour-
hood House Network in Cen-
tral Gippsland including the
Bass and South Coast.

Experts in community and
legal assistance willingly make
themselves available at these
events in-person and online to
help identify where the law can
help in everyday life.

Please call Manna Gum
Community House on 5682
1101 for bookings and infor-
mation.

For more information on
Victorian Law Week go to vi-
clawweek.org.au.

What's on this
Law Week?

How to identify legal
needs in communities

impacted by disasters

ONLINE: Tuesday, May 20,
1pm-2pm.

EMERGENCY recovery workers
are invited to a crucial session ex-
ploring the complex legal challenges
faced by communities affected by
disaster today, Led by Clint Wes-
tig from the Federation of Commu-
nity Legal Centres and Dr Andrew
Clarke from Ballarat and Grampi-
ans Community Legal Service, this
is an opportunity for anyone work-
ing in disaster recovery and com-
munity support to understand the
legal dimensions and support of re-
building lives.

This online session will unpack
the legal problems that often arise
in the aftermath of disaster and
highlight how community legal cen-
tres can support those most im-
pacted. Whether you're on the front
line or providing long-term recovery
support, this event will give you the
knowledge and practical tools to
better assist individuals navigating
legal systems during times of crisis.

To book head to viclawweek.org.
au/program/how-to-identify-legal-
needs-in-communities-impacted-
by-disasters.

Why every woman needs a will

ONLINE: Wednesday, May 21,
10.30am-11.30am

LINDA Hart, Principal, Accredited
Specialist Wills and Estate will pro-
vide insights into the importance of
having a will, and why women in par-
ticular need a will and what could go
wrong without a will.

The webinar is aimed at women
who are between 30 and 50 years old,
who are less likely to have a will than
older age groups. You'll discover the
importance of a will, and hear of real-
world examples of what can go wrong
if you do not have one in place.

This can include your inheritance
not passing to your chosen beneficia-
ry, increased risk of estate dispute,
and not having a say in who cares for
your children or pets if something
happens to you.

Take a quick break from your day to
ensure your wishes will be protected!

Head to viclawweek.org.au/pro-
gram/your-will-your-way for details.
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Commercial Law

" Powers of Attorney

Letters of Administration
- Deceased Estate Disputes
* Property Law
« Family Law
- Conveyancing

%z  Estate Planning
E Property Law
Family Law

Probate

Wills

« Commercial Law including Lease and Sales/
Purchases of Business

Phone (03) 5674 2644

23 A'Beckett Street, Inverloch
www.basscoastlegal.com.au
Servicing all areas.

BASS COAST

50 Bair Street, Leongatha 3953
* P 5662 2275 « F 5662 4258 « info@brblaw.com.au * www.brblaw.com.au
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What's on
this
Law Week?

Can you spot
a scam?

ONLINE: Thursday,
May 22, 3pm-4pm

WANT to learn how to
protect yourself from
scammers? Register
now for this free online
presentation to develop
your digital skills and
increase your scams
awareness.

Learn how to keep saf-
er online and use tech-
nology with confidence.
Hosted by the eSafety
Commissioner as part
of the Be Connected
initiative, this event will
provide information on
common scams, how to
spot them, what to do
and what not to do, and
where to go for help.

Be Connected is a
joint initiative between
the Department of So-
cial Services, eSafety
Commissioner and
Good Things Founda-
tion to increase the con-
fidence, digital skills
and online safety of
older Australians.
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The four elements of murder

THE Supreme Court of Victoria has
been sitting in Morwell since Tuesday,
April 29, hearing the triple murder
case where Leongatha mother of two
Erin Patterson has been accused of
the murders of three of her in-laws
and the attempted murder of another.

The trial is now into its fourth week
and is expected to run for five or six
weeks.

Mrs Patterson has pleaded not
guilty to all charges, saying what hap-
pened at her home on Saturday, July
29, 2023, when she prepared a lunch
of poisonous Beef Wellington for her-
self and four guests was a tragedy and
a terrible accident.

Only what happens within Court
Room 4 of the Latrobe Valley Law
Courts, in front of the jury of 14, can
be reported while the trial is in prog-
ress, however, as was noted by Colin
Mandy SC for the defence, everyone
is well aware that the media is fasci-
nated by the case.

The daily routine in Court Room 4
is for the jury to be ushered into the
room at about 10.30am, with the ac-
cused, Erin Patterson, already seated
in the rear of the court, clearly vis-
ible to the judge, Justice Christopher
Beale, and the jury. The day con-
cludes at 4pm Monday to Thursday,
with a half day on Friday.

Representing the Department of
Public Prosecutions, the lawyers with
the responsibility of supporting the
charges with evidence, are Dr Nanette
Rogers SC, Sarah Lenthall and Jane
Warren, and for Erin Patterson’s de-
fence Colin Mandy SC and Sophie
Stafford.

So far, there has been a steady
stream of witnesses including family
members, healthcare workers, police,
toxicology and mycology experts, and
others with information that may be
relevant to the case.

Prior to the commencement of the
trial proper, on Wednesday, April 30,
Justice Beale gave instructions to the
jury about how they should reach
their decision. He said there were
four key elements to consider.

In order for them to return a guilty
verdict on the murder charges, the
prosecution had to prove the follow-
ing four elements beyond reasonable
doubt:

1. The accused caused the death of
the deceased by serving the deceased
a poisoned meal (the alleged con-
duct); and

2. The accused’s alleged conduct
was conscious, voluntary and deliber-
ate; and

3. At the time of the alleged conduct,
the accused intended to kill or cause
really serious injury to the deceased;
and

4. The accused killed the deceased
without lawful justification or excuse.

He stressed the prosecution needed
to prove all of those elements beyond
reasonable doubt and that it was cu-
mulative, they needed to be able to
say yes before moving on to the next
element.

He went on to explain the mean-
ing of each element in detail and did
the same for the attempted murder
charge.

The trial continues in Morwell this
week.

Dr Nanette Rogers SC is leading the case for the
prosecution.

|

Colin Mandy SC is leading the case for the defence.

LIFE HAPPENS.

WE’RE HERE WHEN IT DOES.

Local people. Real advice.

Find out how we can help and contact us today.

At Salt Law, we understand local life — because we live it too. Whether it’s buying a home, navigating family changes,
or planning ahead, our approachable team is here to help with clear, practical advice that fits real life.

Your local legal team with offices in Cowes, Wonthaggi and Grantville.

SALT LAW.

saltlaw.com.au | Ph. (03) 5952 1361 | office@saltlaw.com.au

Wonthaggi
59 McBride Ave,

Wonthaggi, VIC 3995

Cowes

Level 1, 82 Thompson Ave,

Cowes VIC 3922
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Grantville

Shop 4/1524 Bass Hwy,
Grantville VIC 3984




Homegrown lega

WHEN it comes to navigating
legal matters, having someone
in your corner who genuinely
understands your needs and
your community can make all
the difference.

For Jenny Garnham of J
Garnham and Associates, that
connection runs deep. Born
and raised on a farm in Won-
thaggi, Jenny attended the lo-
cal high school and worked
in local law firms for nearly
two decades before heading to
Melbourne, where she gained
extensive experience working
in top-tier city firms. But ten
years ago, she returned to her
roots — bringing with her an
abundance of legal expertise.

“It was an opportunity to
come back and support my
ageing parents, and to work in
the community I grew up in,”
Jenny said.

“People know my name and
my face, and they know they
can trust me to help them.”

Today, J Garnham and As-
sociates provides professional,
reliable, and personalised le-
gal services to clients across
Wonthaggi and the surround-
ing region. The firm’'s warm,
approachable feel is what
sets it apart. It's a small team
with big experience, offering a
unique kind of service.

At J Garnham and Associ-
ates, every client is treated
with respect, care, and genu-
ine support. Whether youre
buying your first home,

LIZA PEARCE & ASSOCIATES

e CRIMINAL LAW

e TRAFFIC LAW
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With a career spanning ov

own Jenny Garnham offers legal guidance to the Bass Coast

community. WO1_2025

managing a loved one’s estate,
or planning for the future, Jen-
ny and her team are commit-
ted to making your experience
as smooth and stress-free as
possible.

“We're very mindful of what
people are going through,”
Jenny said.

“We understand that legal
matters can be emotional, con-
fusing, or even overwhelming.
That's why we take the time
to explain things clearly and
compassionately, and to guide
people through the process
step-by-step.”

LAWYERS

e« FAMILY VIOLENCE

MATTERS

e INTERVENTION

ORDERS

OUR DEDICATION

TO YOU

Jenny regularly goes above
and beyond — making hospital,
nursing home, and home vis-
its to clients when needed. Her
door is always open, and her
mobile number is even printed
on her business card for after-
hours support.

With more than 40 years of
experience, including 20 years
working at senior levels in Mel-
bourne firms, Jenny brings a
deep understanding of prop-
erty law.

“I've worked with specialists
and partners in Melbourne
firms, trained junior lawyers,

n count on

and managed high-level prop-
erty matters,” she said. “Now,
I get to use that knowledge to
help local people with their
property and commercial
needs.”

Jenny has experience with
property law and commercial
matters in all conveyancing
and property dealings. She
also has experience with wills,
powers of attorney, probate
and estate matters, as well
as lease agreements, sales of
business, and retirement vil-
lage arrangements.

The firm’s reputation is built
on being available, approach-
able, and dependable. From
the moment a new client walks
through the door or picks up
the phone, they're met with a
friendly team ready to listen.

“We do our best to make le-
gal help as user-friendly and
accessible as possible,” Jenny
said.

“Phone calls are returned,
appointments are flexible, and
we always do our best to find
a time that works for our cli-
ents.”

As Law Week approaches — a
time focused on making legal
help more accessible — Jenny
sees her firm's work as part
of that bigger mission. “We're
here for our community. That's
what matters most.”

J Garnham and Associates
can be found at 63 McBride
Avenue, Wonthaggi, and can be
contacted on 5672 2144.

What's on this
Law Week?

From the forest floor
to the courtroom

ONLINE: Wednesday,
May 21, 6pm-6.55pm

JOIN Environmental Justice
Australia’s co-CEOs Nicola
Rivers and Elizabeth McKin-
non for a live webinar, explor-
ing how communities are using
the law to protect the places
and species that they love.

Through real case studies
and legal insight, they’ll dem-
onstrate the power of public

interest litigation for pro-
tecting nature, climate, and
achieving justice. ~Whether

you're a citizen scientist, con-
servation volunteer, student or
simply curious about how the
legal system can hold power to
account and stop destruction,
this session is for you.

You'll learn what environ-
mental justice is, why it mat-
ters, and how you can get in-
volved.

The session will also include
a live Q&A with the co-CEOS -
your chance to ask questions
and deepen your understand-
ing.

Head to viclawweek.org.
au/program/from-the-forest-
floor-to-the-courtroom-achiev-
ing-community-driven-envi-
ronmental-justice for
information and to book.

more

We offer professional services for:

v’ Sale and Purchase of all property,
including homes, units, land,

farms & commercial properties
v/ “Off-the-Plan” sales and purchases
v/ Subdivisions
v All property transactions and enquiries
v Retirement Village units

v  All Estate and Probate matters,
Wills and Powers of Attorney

v/ Leases
v’ Sale of Business Agreements

Our promise is to provide
outstanding , affordable and
immediate representation to
our clients 24 /7. We provide
personalised, caring advice and
take the time to really listen to
our clients concerns and ques-
tions. We explain your options
clearly, the possible outcomes
- and then we work hard to
defend your legal rights and
obtain the best result.

Contact our friendly team at:

BY APPOINTMENT 63 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi.

0435 716 688

www.lizapearcecriminallaw.com.au
info@lizapearcecriminallaw.com.au

% INSTITUTE
L& 4 ICTORIA
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YOUR SAY

Email your letters to news@sgst.com.au

Sentinel-Times

Well played Dalyston

THERE seems to be a fair amount of
bad news about the place at the moment.

And it’s likely to be a case of “do you
want the good news or the bad news”
on Tuesday this week, when the Victo-
rian Government hands down its bud-
get around lunchtime today, followed by
the Reserve Bank of Australia telling us
whether they are dropping the interest
rates at 2.30pm.

Seems the banks have already priced in
a cut of 0.25% with another reduction to
come, which is good news for mortgage
holders, but not so much for retirees.

And it appears that the State Govern-
ment has prepared us for what is expect-
ed to be a tough budget, by making some
positive announcements ahead of the big
reveal, allocating almost $1 billion for
road and bridge maintenance and free
public transport for children and teens.

Honestly, most people would be happy
to pay for public transport so long as the
service is on time, safe, good value and
clean and tidy. The same goes for camp-
ing in state-owned parks.

But there’s no point adding to the bad
news this week.

Instead, we’ll focus on the efforts of
the Dalyston Football Netball Club to
highlight the need for more funding and
more research into Motor Neurone Dis-
ease (MND) by staging their own version
of the Big Freeze Slide before the main
game on Saturday and at half time.

Recent research into the cause and ef-
fects of MND, a disease that weakens the
nerves that allow you to move, swallow,
talk and breathe, indicates promising
developments in treating the affliction
including new drug development and
advancements in drug screening tech-
nologies.

Dalyston FNC continues to punch well
above its weight in the positive impact
it has on the community, not only in
providing a healthy, character-building,
social outlet for its players and support-
ers but also by taking on various pub-
lic health promotion and community
causes including their fantastic efforts
on the weekend.

And that goes for all our football netball
clubs, and indeed all our other sporting
and social clubs, providing an outlet for
the energy and exuberance of youth and
turning out good citizens along the way,
hopefully to some success on the field.

Well done Dalyston, and well done to all
the volunteers of our sporting clubs who
play such an important role in maintain-
ing the fabric of our community.

On that score, it's high time the author-
ities gave the Phillip Island Football Net-
ball Club, an organisation that's bursting
at the seams trying to provide an outlet
to the youth of the Island, with a way for-
ward and a timeline for the opening up
of some new playing fields on the shire-
owned ‘Carnival Land’ in Cowes.

A hoot of a time

I AM one of the hundreds of local citizens
who volunteered to help on Deb Leonard’s
campaign. It's a pity she didn’t win but I'd
like to tell everyone what a joy and a privi-
lege it was to get involved.

Since March I've put a corflute outside
my house, done a lot of door-knocking,
and spent hours handing out how-to-vote
cards at the Wonthaggi pre-poll booth as
well as on election day. Then I watched the
votes being counted at the San Remo booth
on election night and spent the last two
weeks at the AEC’s ginormous vote count-
ing warehouse in Warragul, scrutinising
the vote count and crunching the numbers.

The more I did on the campaign, the
more impressed I was with Deb Leonard
and her team. Monash has missed out on
an incredibly hard-working, passionate,
dignified, energetic and smart woman to

_ ok

Jean Carnell

“No, | have lots of activities
locally, including croquet,
choir, Probus, RSL knitting
and South Gippsland
Seedbank.”

Zac Timpano

“No, | have just got back from
a holiday to England, so have
nothing more planned.”

Stella Cannata

“Hopefully so; | would love
a winter getaway up in
Queensland, on the Sunshine

John Hulls

“I'd love to but | can’t afford
to with a young family.”

Coast, where we hope it will

be sunny.”

represent us. She would have been great.
Hopefully, Mary Aldred has half Deb’s ca-
pabilities and doesn’'t get chewed up and
spat out by the Liberal Party.

I also realised that this electorate is full
of lovely people — even those who clear-
ly didn’t support Deb — who are all con-
cerned about similar problems and are
sick of feeling neglected by their Federal
representative. Maybe too many dogs for
my liking, but I didn't encounter much
negativity while out campaigning,

I don’t have much time for the policies
of Pauline Hanson, but the chaps handing
out the One Nation how-to-vote cards at
the pre-poll were a hoot. Very friendly and
entertaining.

You don't need to be born and brought
up in what now constitutes Monash to
be an active participant in its body poli-
tic. Everyone who lives here has a stake
in the region’s future and Deb’s campaign
showed that getting involved is really
worthwhile — for personal well-being and
the good of the broader community.

It's been fun, energising and we very
nearly succeeded in getting her elected.

Whoever stands as a community inde-
pendent for Monash at the next election,
even if it's not Deb Leonard, will have a
huge army of dedicated volunteers to help
them on their way, me included!

Catherine Eldridge, Wonthaggi

A little empathy
goes a long way

I HAVE had a nightmare three years try-
ing to liaise with the Bass Council Plan-
ning Dept with a planning application.

It started when I rang the planner in
charge of my application with a few ques-
tions and she refused to listen to my ques-
tions or to discuss the issues.

Then followed requests for documents that
were not needed under the regulations and
months of waiting for replies and advice.

The final frustration came after I was
issued with the Planning Permit because
three weeks later I received notification
that the Planning Dept had failed to com-
plete the ‘objection process’ and that they
were withdrawing the approval. I then
had to go through a VCAT process that
took four months to complete, so I lost
four months of my two years.

I asked the planning dept to extend my
time by the four months I had lost. Back
came the answer, pay an application fee of
$400 and put in an application for an exten-
sion. I was flabbergasted but not surprised.

A senior member of the Planning Dept
then contacted me and gave me advice on
how to proceed. I submitted an application
for an exemption to the application fee and
also an extension to the time period for
sale, both were granted. It just shows what
can be achieved when a person has a little
empathy and good customer liaison skills.
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I must say that my day-to-day dealings over
16 years with the Planning Dept have been
great, they have returned calls and emails
promptly with helpful information and ad-
vice, however the experiences from the above
lengthy process brought my high regard for
the Planning Dept down a few notches.

Phil Mackenzie, Kilcunda

Our toxic relationship
with government

THE Allan Labor government have dem-
onstrated what they think of Victorians,
particularly country Victorians.

We have a state Labor government that
hurts with one hand through exorbitant
new taxes because the government won't
curb their reckless spending and focus on
core essential services only.

They have wasted so much and can’t dig
their way out of their mess (literally their
illustrious tunnel) of debt by more taxes
which are sending businesses, families
and farms into even more financial stress.

Then concurrently with the other hand
the Allan government offers farmers men-
tal health support. In a domestic situation,
someone who bashes their partner and then
buys them flowers is called a toxic abusive
relationship. How is this any different?

Did the government consult with farmers di-
rectly or the VFF in their drought policy? No.

Did they listen to the CFA and volun-
teers? No.

Did they come and ask shire councillors
such as myself what we think of their new
taxes? No. In fact we and other councils came
out strongly opposed but they ignored us.

It has passed the upper house through
some sort of deal with the Greens, Animal
Justice and Legalise Cannabis parties, that
we obviously don’t have full disclosure of.
Our rates notices should clearly indicate that
it is a state tax and that questions should be
directed to your Labor MPs (Jordan, Har-
riet and Tom — none of who have made any
attempt to communicate with us about it)
who voted to hurt their constituents.

Meg Edwards, Inverloch and Fish Creek

Progress on housing and
homelessness?

HOUSING Matters Bass Coast (HMBC)
wrote to all Bass Coast councillors and
Jordan Crugnale (member of the Legis-
lative Assembly), sharing our concerns
regarding housing and homelessness, a
summary of which is the attached letter.

Our vision is: “An end to homelessness
and affordable housing for everyone!”

We are waiting on a response from the
Bass Coast council that addresses questions
raised in this report. The questions relate to
some of the key issues outlined as follows.

We want council to adopt an “Advance to
Zero” policy, to reach a ‘functional zero’

within a specified time frame in coopera-
tion with the Australian Alliance to end
homeless. This time frame will require
specific actions that relate to and address
the concerns we have with the lack of
progress to date in what have been clearly
defined policy and funding commitments
nationally and state-wide.

The Bass Coast Council must lobby for
mandatory inclusionary zoning so a fixed
proportion of housing built in Bass Coast is
affordable and published for people on the
Victorian Housing Register’s waiting list.

The Big Housing Build is one example
of a commitment that has to date failed to
deliver to this region.

The initial allocation of funds to the Bass
Coast Shire was $25m, of which $19m is so
far allocated. According to The Homes Vic-
toria website there are 10 active projects,
which have 28 dwellings ‘underway’ and nine
‘completed’. Yet, on Sunday, January 19 and
Monday, January 20, 2025 a visit to the six
sites made available by the Bass Coast Shire
Council showed that no work had been start-
ed. On all the Wonthaggi and Cowes sites the
only thing that has happened in the two years
since these parcels of land have been identi-
fied is that the lawn has been mown short.

We request an explanation from the
Council as to:

* What is actually happening here and
how is this situation to be remedied?

e What are the plans going forward and
the relevant timeframes?

In addition to the above the Victorian
Government established in July 2023 a $1
billion Regional Housing Fund to deliver
1300 social and affordable homes across
regional and rural Victoria. Council will
make three sites in Wonthaggi available to
Salvation Army Housing and one site in
Wonthaggi along with two sites in Cowes
available to Community Housing Limited.
Questions to the Council include:

* Has the Bass Coast confirmed with the
Government details of the anticipated
$9.3m additional funding?

e Will available housing be part of the
Victorian Government's Ground Lease
Model? This was initially announced as a
40-year lease term. Is there a difference?

 Will all the dwellings resulting from these de-
velopments be suitable to the needs of very
low and low income households currently
classified as ‘high need’ applicants in the

VHR or will there also be a proportion of the

Victorian government's Big Housing Build

‘affordable housing’ earmarked as ‘non-so-

cial housing i.e., ‘affordable’ for the private

rental market, to be let at 100 per cent of the
median rental market for the area?

HMBC believe that the rent parameter es-
tablished by the BHB's ‘affordable housing’
is not genuinely affordable to those house-
holds in the lowest income quintiles who
need it, and any housing procured through
government subsidies should not be a sub-
stitute for market housing that should be
provided by the housing industry.

Housing Matters Bass Coast



* OBITUARY

Mary Patricia Pickersgill (nee Jones)
29.05.1929 - 21.04.2025

taking care of them.

MARY Pickersgill died in
Alchera House, Korumburra,
aged 95 after a short illness.

She was a remarkable
person; mother to 15 chil-
dren, grandmother, great

grandmother and great great
grandmother to a multitude.

But that was only a fraction
of her story.

A talented teacher, a skilled
and hardworking farmer,
President of the Citizens Ad-
vice Bureau and the 1993
Shire of Woorayl Citizen of
the Year.

Mary was born the eldest
of six children to Sydney and
Mary Ellen Jones, Welsh and
Irish immigrants, and lived
her early life in Port Mel-
bourne.

She was an incredibly gift-
ed student who was offered a
scholarship to the Teachers
College in Sydney after com-
pleting Grade Eight.

The Japanese had just
bombed Darwin, and her
parents decided it was too
risky to let her go away from
the family.

Instead, Mary went to a
nearby Brigidine convent
and then to Teachers College
in Melbourne.

Mary’s first rural place-
ment as a teacher was at Ber-
rys Creek Primary School.

She met a returned soldier
Herbert (Bert) Pickersgill
and married him on July 2,
1949.

They were completely dif-
ferent personalities.

Bert had been a soldier
since the outbreak of war
in 1939 and amongst other
placements, had spent two
years in the secret bush
commando unit nicknamed
Curtin’'s Cowboys after the
Prime Minister of the time.

He loved activity and chal-
lenges and found it difficult
to settle into the twice daily
routine of milking cows and
feeding pigs.

Mary was the perfect foil
to him, and they raised a
large family of 15 children,
although tragically their first
son, John, died at just three
days old.

Bert was successful in be-
ing allocated a soldier set-
tler’s farm, part of the Rowe
estate in Mt Eccles.

It wasn't an easy farm with
steep hills and chronic water
shortages.

Mary had a great love for animals
and spent most of her life happily

grandchildren.

Bert had to work off the
farm to make ends meet.

Mary took control of the
pigs, becoming well known
for the quality of her porkers
and the occasional baconer
that formed an integral part
of the family diet.

She was also renowned for
her cooking, especially the
homemade soups and stews.

She churned her butter,
baked bread and rolls and
made jam from any fruit she
had on hand.

She tutored her own chil-
dren, quite often at the same
time as she milked the cows.

Mary insisted that all her
children had to receive a
good education no matter
how tight the money supply
was.

One of her children joked
(not without foundation)
that pigs paid their boarding
school fees.

Bert loved teaching sports
and was a VicSwim instruc-
tor for many years.

Mary always went with him
and made sure that every-
thing went smoothly because
administration was definite-
ly not one of Bert's strengths.

Mary always said they
made a good team as long
as Bert realised she was in
charge.

In 1986, one of her sons
came back home, buying the
farm next door and combin-
ing both properties into a
family partnership.

At the age of 57, faced with
21 per cent interest rates,
low milk prices and with
three children still at home,
Mary set about making the
farm a success.

Her son worked full time
off the farm and Mary took
control while he was absent,
milking the cows, rearing
calves, shifting the electric
fences twice a day and gener-
ally keeping the farm moving
along.

She had control of the farm
finances and knew to the
cent how much money they
had.

In addition, she cultivated
her large vegetable garden
and orchard, ran a big flock
of hens and still found time
to work in the Citizens Ad-
vice Bureau, especially with
Tax Help and training, as
well as volunteering to tu-
tor children at St Laurence’s

Mary sacrificed her own luxuries to make sure her
family were all provided for, even breaking open
the farm piggy bank just to spoil her children and

Primary School, and work-
ing in the church.

These were hard years,
money was tight with none
available for small luxuries,
there were always more jobs
to do — and Mary maintained
that these were the best
years of her life.

She thrived as the business
grew, suggesting and sup-
porting innovation, proud of
the farm and milking herd.

She thought outside the
box.

The farm was incredibly
cold in winter, windswept
and exposed.

The tree planting program
was in its infancy and, no
matter how much the cows
were fed, they were constant-
ly battling the elements.

Mary had brought a cow
rug for a sick cow which
promptly recovered and
started grazing happily out
in the worst weather, oblivi-
ous to the wind and rain.

Mary suggested that they
put rugs on all the cows,
much to the amusement of
the district.

She calculated that each
cow paid for its rug in 10
days with the increase in
milk production.

The rugs lasted many
years, and she painted each
cows’ number on their rug,
so she knew which cow got
which.

Detecting heat in cows was
a constant problem for artifi-
cial insemination.

Mary read in Hoards Dairy-
man about a revolutionary
new heat detector developed
in the US and promptly or-
dered a supply from the
States.

They were an instant suc-
cess and when they became
available in Australia two
years later, Mary said that
she should take the credit
for their introduction since
she had told everyone how
great they were.

When the farm shifted over
to beef, Mary walked the
farm every day checking on
the cattle, ensuring they had
water and feed.

She was always accompa-
nied by her retinue of dogs,
most of who were waifs and
strays she had taken in over
the years.

She kept on with her volun-
teer work and was incredibly

Mary will be remembered for
her generosity, her kindness
and the way she touched the
hearts of everyone around
her.

proud of her large and ev-
er-growing family, hosting
grandchildren over the holi-
days and at weekends.

A couple of her children
decided to build her and
Bert a house on an excised
section of the farm, making
them comfortable as they got
older.

The old house might have
been full of memories, but it
was past repair.

She promptly enlarged the
size of the vegetable garden
and planted another or-
chard.

She also discovered bee-
keeping and had six hives.

Mary loved all creatures
and was renowned for the
number and variety of ani-
mals she rescued over the
years.

From an obnoxious cocka-
too to a pig with no ears,
blind cats and abandoned
dogs brought home by her
soft-hearted children, she
took them all in.

She had no time for people
who mistreated animals and
wasn’'t shy about saying so.

As life got that bit easier,
Mary could indulge in some
of the small luxuries denied
to her most of her life.

She drank a small dram
of single malt 18-year-old
(‘my whiskey has to be old
enough to vote’) most nights,
was supplied with chocolate
by her children and grand-
children (‘why should I buy
it when they know what I like
anyway’), went away on trips
accompanied by her daugh-
ters (‘if I waited for the boys
to take me, the only place
I'd get to go to would be the
saleyards’) and attended the
Edinburgh Tattoo when it
came to Melbourne.

She also made more than
30 Christmas cakes every
year for her children and
close friends, unashamedly
raided the farm bank ac-
count to buy gifts for grand-
children and great grand-
children, and supported the
Fred Hollows Foundation,
Brigidine Asylum Seekers
Project and Peter Mac.

After Bert died in 2007, she
stayed in the house until 2022
when ill health forced her to
move to Alchera House.

She died surrounded by
family and loved by all who
knew her.

g b

1958 Goliath Station Wagon, this model
is the last one of two in Australia.

Ray downsizing his

motoring collection

LIONS Club President and Grantville resi-
dent, Ray Willis, is retiring from business
and auctioning off his paddocks and sheds
of motoring and farming memorabilia.

Ray studied mechanical engineering,
founded Grantville Garden Supplies, and is
the current and past decade president of the
Lions Club - Bass Valley.

The Lions thank Ray for his commitment,
sharing that he spins a good yarn about his
43 years living in the Bass Valley.

John O’Keefe said Ray has seen a heap
of changes and rolls with the technical ad-
vancements in his Garden Supply business.

“T'll be staying with the Lions, but there
comes a time when it's time to part with a
few items,” said Ray.

“Now, it's time for a change as retirement
is on the horizon, so Ray has decided to
auction almost everything on his property.
And what a collection,” said John.

“From early model Holdens to workshop
tools, Ray remembers the day he took de-
livery, to the time he updated to the latest
model. Ray has amassed a mini museum
of historical motoring, caravans and farm
equipment.”

* FAITH FACTOR

Remember
to look up

By Pastor Jeff Robertson,
Connections Church Inverloch &
Foster, Australian Christian Churches

A LOT has been going on over the last
couple of months. There’s been Easter,
school holidays, the election (who’s
glad that's over?!), Mother’s Day, plus
whatever else is going on in your world.

Many of those things seem really im-
portant at the time, and they do impact
our lives in one way or another. But a
few weeks later they can be easily for-
gotten as we move on to the next thing
vying for our attention.

When we're in the midst of some-
thing, it can take a lot of our attention;
but with hindsight, we might wonder
why we got so stressed about it?

Sometimes it helps to take a step
back and look up.

Have you ever been driving through
somewhere new and focused so much
on the road and where youre going
that you miss the scenery? Or walking
in a beautiful part of the world when
you realise you've been staring down at
your feet and missing the views?

There are plenty of things in life that
need our attention. But many of them
just aren’t so significant when we look
back a month later.

One time when Jesus helped to bring
perspective was when Martha was
stressed by household preparations
while her sister Mary was sitting and
listening to Jesus. He said, “Martha...
you are worried and upset about many
things... Mary has chosen what is bet-
ter, and it will not be taken away from
her.” (Luke 10:41-42).

What Martha was doing was impor-
tant. But she also needed to step back
for a moment, look up at the bigger
picture, and realise that there were
more important things going on.

Whatever is going on in your world,
don't forget to step back, look up, and
reset your perspective. And who better
to look up to than Jesus — the One who
has the ultimate perspective, and the
wisdom to guide us through everything
we face.
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proudly presents...

A lifelong love
for theatre

FOR life and committee member
Anthea Donohue, being part of Won-
thaggi Theatrical Group is a much-
loved family affair.

Being involved with the group since
the 1980s, Anthea has loved being
able to bond with all ages and see her
children participate as well.

“You've got all ages, my son is in
this year’s show and my daughters
have been in other years, it's a great
family-community organisation,” she
said.

Anthea will be playing Marie Antoi-
nette as part of the ‘dance sisters’.

“I just love to dance and it's such
a high standard of theatre we have
here,” she said.

Photo: Trevor Foon
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Wonthaggi Theatrical Group

Jay's in the spotlight

JAY Nelson has taken on one of the
top roles starring as ‘Gomez’ and is
looking forward to the challenge.

“Arguably, it's one of the most in-
volved roles in the show,” he said.

“It's a role a lot with more sincerity
and heart, everything about this char-
acter exudes love and passionate dedi-
cation to his wife and kids.”

Having starred in almost a dozen
musicals since first joining Wonthaggi
Theatrical Group in 2012, it isn’'t his
first time in the spotlight.

While he greatly enjoys being part of
the group’s community, he especially
loves nurturing up-and-coming talents.

“For me, it's largely about community
and connecting with people that you
otherwise wouldn’t get the chance to
connect with, and helping one another
to achieve something, especially work-
ing with some of the young kids, help-
ing them teach them what they can do
and what they can be capable of.

“That's something I'm quite passion-
ate about.”

TAXATION SPECIALISTS
SUPERANNUATION
ASSURANCE & AUDIT
BUSINESS ADVISORS

Proud sponsors of
Wonthaggi Theatrical Group
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Bec's ready to soar

PLAYING the role of an Addam’s fam-
ily ancestor, Bec Slavin is thrilled to be
part of her first musical ever.

Bec will be part of the ensemble
group, whose character is a flight at-
tendant.

“We sort of ‘run amok’ where we can
for a little bit,” she shared.

Bec is looking forward to embracing
the role and having fun with it, as this
will be her first time performing with
Wonthaggi Theatrical Group.

“This is my first one, I've never done
a musical before,” she said.

“My partner did one last year and I've
always secretly wanted to do one and
never really had the courage to do it.

“But then seeing how welcoming ev-
eryone was to my partner showed me
it's ok to give it a go and I love The Ad-
dams Family!”

The journey is
all worth it

SID Mullens sure doesn’t mind driv-
ing long distances, even if it means
coming all the way from Northcote to
be part of the show.

Despite living in Melbourne’s inner
suburbs, Sid makes the trip back for
rehearsals and loves being part of the
Wonthaggi Theatrical Group.

“It's such a family community, it's
like a second family and I love it,” she
said.

Sid will play ‘Alice’ the mother of
Lucas who marries Wednesday.

“Not to give away too much but she’s
a little kooky and the whole premise
is Wednesday makes a big deal about
only getting married to a normal boy
when they're really not normal.”

Sid has had various roles and parts
with the group previously, with this
being her biggest one so far.

She has a deep passion for the-
atre and acting, being part of drama
classes all throughout high school
and after graduating attending drama
school.

Sid can’t wait to perform with what
she called an ‘all-star’ lineup.

“I'm very excited and proud of the
whole show.”




Wonthaggi Theatrical Group

proudly presents...

Behind-the-scenes action of the upcoming The Addams Family musical.

[t's showtime in Wonthaggi |

WITH an incredible record
of delivering outstanding mu-
sicals, Linda Hamilton is back
again choreographing this
year’s Addams Family.

She has previously choreo-
graphed ‘Kinky Boots’ for Le-
ongatha Lyric Theatre and
‘Dusty’ and couldn't be more
excited to be tasked with this
year’s production after being
approached by the director,
Raf Pyker.

“He’s got such a vision; his
aesthetic and the vibe, he sold
it on me,” she said.

“It's been really nice to work
with Raf, he’s really hands-on
with everything,

“He’s been really collaborative
and being a first-time director,
it's been really nice to mentor
and support him as well.”

The musical has been in the
works for almost a year, with
a mammoth task going on be-
hind the scenes to get every-
thing into place.

“You've got to get the team
together, present it to the com-
mittee, get the rights, there’s

lots of working parts to come
together,” she said.

Linda’'s role is to guide all
the dance numbers and songs.

“We always say with the di-
rector, they get a script. With
the musical director, they get
a score, but the choreographer
gets nothing, so you really are
going from the ground up.

“I like to try to have our own
flavour. But working with Raf
in that collaborative state he’s
really open to ideas but he’s
very passionate about the vi-
sion he wants to get through.

“And the cast are amazing;
they couldn't have been any
other character than what they
are.

“So we've been so lucky to
have talent that consistency
comes back to the group.”

Wonthaggi Theatrical Group
can't wait to present The Ad-
dams Family and are busy
preparing for their opening
night this coming Friday.

Performance dates are from
May 23 — June 8, be sure to
book!

Th
Cape

Win a family pass (four
tickets) to see The Addams
Family as they take to The
Union Theatre, plus a cente-
nary gift pack. To win, email
your name and contact
number to news@sgst.com.
au, entries close Wednesday,
May 21.

Don't want to wait, then
secure your tickets for The
Addams Family today.

Competition details: The
winner of The Addams Fam-
ily family pass and cente-
nary gift pack will be drawn
at random by the Sentinel-
Times on May 22 and con-
tacted by telephone and
email. The winner’s name
will be published on social
media. The tickets will be for
use for shows from Friday,
May 30, excluding sold out
shows.

Should the winner be un-
contactable by May 26 a new
winner will be drawn at ran-
dom.
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A NEW MUSICAL

169 Graham Street, Wonthaggi
Ph: 5672 1034
www.minersdispensary.com.au

HOURS: Mon-Fri 8.30am - 6.30pm,
Sat 8.30am - 1.30pm, Sun 9am - 1pm

4y COLDON
HOMES

Your local trusted builder

Proud sponsors of the
Wonthaggi Theatrical Group
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A NEW MUSICAL

www.coldonhomes.com.au
Phone 5672 1999

to all IIIB cast of
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JA23064

Looking forward to the
mysterious and spooky.

MELBOURME
FURMISHING COQ.

119 Graham Street, Wonthaggi.
Phone 96721027

EYES AND OPTICS
BY MALCOLM GIN

Proud sponsor of the
Wonthaggi Theatrical Group’s
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A NEW MUSICAL ¢

tavern

Proud supporters of the
Wonthaggi Theatrical Group
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PROUDLY SPONSORING

Proudly supporting Wonthaggi Theatrical Group’s

Wonthaggi Theatrical Group’s
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A NEW MUSICAL 4

A NI'W MUSIC Al

06722921

55 Graham Street, Wonthaggi
www.eyesandoptics.com.au

Contact our friendly team at:
63 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi.

E: jgarnham@jjglaw.com.au
T: 5672 2144 m: 0447 619 595

129-131 Graham St, Wonthaggi
5672 3930
{3 Wonthaggi Fabric & Yarns

Surf Beach Rd, Cape Paterson
Phone 5674 8122

ME0440
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A morning
of stories
for National
Simultaneous
Storytime

NATIONAL Simultaneous
Storytime (NSS) is a fun
annual event where thou-
sands of libraries, schools
and early learning centres
across Australia read the
same picture book at the
same time. It's all about
celebrating the joy of books
and reading with young chil-
dren and will take place on
Wednesday, May 21, from
10.30am until 11am.

This year’s title is The
Truck Cat by Deborah Fren-
kel. A lovely story about

a curious cat who finds 2 | Bringing the power, passion, and poetry of music to Gippsland

new home in the back of a

Orchestra Victoria.

truck, and the adventures PREPARE for an unforgettable Destiny — three explosive notes Next comes the sultry, infec- the World Wars. It's a moving, in-
that follow as the truck trav- evening on June 14 as Orches- that push you back in your seat. tious rhythm of Arturo Marquez’s trospective journey filled with ach-
els through busy towns and tra Victoria takes centre stage in Verdi weaves a restless, dramatic Danzén No. 2 — one of Mexico’s ing nostalgia, rising from a distant
quiet countryside. Gippsland, offering a rich pro- soundscape, each new theme mostloved orchestral works. Be- call to a deeply personal musical
Join in the fun at Inver- gram that spans the full spectrum bursting in before the last has a ginning with a smouldering clari- meditation - eventually returning
loch Library, Wonthaggi Li- of human experience — from fate chance to settle. Soaring melo- net solo, the piece builds into a to the quiet from which it came.
brary and Waterline Com- and chaos to joy, reflection, and dies, short pizzicato accompani- swirling celebration of culture Under the baton of one of Aus-
munity Library (Grantville). nostalgia. ments and dramatic changes in and connection featuring solos tralia’s most dynamic young con-
Wonthaggi Library has Guiding you through the perfor- character, from solemn to cheer- for oboe, piano, violin, double ductors, Carlo Antonioli, sit back
invited Cr Jan Thompson mance with warmth and insight ful and jubilant. It's a brilliant, bass, French horn, trumpet, flute and experience an hour and a half
as their reader. Inverloch will be the vivacious and thought- theatrical way to launch the night. and piccolo. It evokes smoky of evocative orchestral storytell-
Library will host Stepha- ful Jacinta Parsons, beloved host This tension and intensity finds nightclubs, Old Hollywood film ing.
nie Hume, a member of the of The Friday Revue and Satur- its foil in Release by Australian scenes, and bustling cities, all Don't miss your chance to expe-
Inverloch Friends of the Li- day Mornings on ABC Radio Mel- composer Ella Macens. Written pulsing with the irresistible en- rience Orchestra Victoria, live in
brary group, and Waterline bourne. Jacinta will share the sto- as a musical exhale, Release in- ergy of dance. Gippsland. To book your tickets
Library has invited Kimber- ries and people behind the music. vites listeners to reconnect with Bringing the program to a poi- head to orchestravictoria.com.
ley Dunstan from Phillip Is- The evening begins with the themselves amid life’s chaos. Ma- gnant close is English composer au/performances/an-evening-with-
land Nature Parks to come thunderous opening of Ver- censdescribes it simply: “Release Ralph Vaughan Williams’ Sym- jacinta-parsons-and-orchestra-
along. di’'s Overture to The Force of is about letting go”. phony No. 5, composed between victoria.

ORCHESTRA
VICTORIA

BASS COAST
CHORALE

An evening with
Jacinta Parsons and
Orchestra Victoria

The vivacious and thoughtful
Jacinta Parsons (host of Friday
Revue and Saturday Mornings
on ABC Radio Melbourne) will
guide you through the music and
introduce you to the people and

Sa t u rd ay 3 1 M a y 2 p m stories behind the music you hear.

Orchestra Victoria are proud

Gippsland Performing

‘The Shed’ State Coal Mine to be taking centre stage in Arts Centre
Gippsland to help you experience
Tickets at the door szo (Children free) the full spectrum of musical Saturday 14 June 2025
expression. Conducted by the 6oopm
Aft t d d dynamic Carlo Antonioli, don’t '
eérnoon tea proviae miss an unforgettable evening of Tickets: Adult $39 / Concession $29

music making.

Proceeds support CFA Wonthaggi

GIPPSLAND
PERFORMING D UISToRATA
ARTS CENTRE

CREATIVE ! '! 'ORIA ﬁé

'gobeClry
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WHAT’S ON

Dale Ryder to rock out in Inverloch

New musical director brings
passion and expertise

NATALIE Pollard was
eight years old when she
started playing the piano
and 12 years old when she
joined a brass band. Now
decades on, she is the new
Musical Director for the
South Gippsland Shire
Brass Band.

The now accomplished
musician grew up on a
farm outside Beaufort in
the Wimmera.

Joining the Beaufort
Municipal Band as a kid
Natalie started playing the
cornet, which she quickly
grew bored of, and picked
up the tenor horn, playing
this for a few years before
transitioning to a baritone
horn.

Taking on the baritone
horn gave Natalie the op-
portunity to play more
challenging parts within
the band.

“I really appreciated
the opportunity to play
in a brass band as a kid,
and it's always instilled a
sense of humility within
my music journey. Know-
ing that I've come from the
humble beginnings of a
country brass band with-
out the privilege of private
schools and fancy music
colleges to begin my music
education in, but I still got
a really high-quality mu-
sic upbringing in a small
country brass band.”

This informal yet thor-
ough education eventually
led Natalie to audition for
the Navy to play eupho-
nium, while in her final
years of Secondary Col-
lege.

“I could have gone to
university, but farming
was really tough dur-
ing that period, and my
parents were struggling,
the same as every other
farmer in the district,
and I didn’t want to give
them the added pressure
of supporting me through
uni,” explained Natalie.

“So, joining the Navy
was a really good way for
me to become indepen-
dent and successful as a
professional musician, by
getting paid right from the
word go and not having to
incur all the debt that you
get from going to uni.”

For the next 14 years,
Natalie stayed with the
Navy Band as a Euphoni-
um and Trombone player,
also performing on piano
and percussion, as well as
composing and arranging

Accomplished musician Natalie Pollard has a
passion for country brass bands and seeks to
strengthen the South Gippsland Shire Brass band as
their new Musical Director.

music.

She has toured Austra-
lia and the Asia Pacific
region, performing for
royalty, heads of state,
large audiences, and on
national TV.

She then transferred to
the reserves, doing a fur-
ther twelve years there,
where she was still clas-
sified as a musician, but
undertook other roles
outside of the Navy Band.

Natalie has continued
to pursue music through
community bands and
education, is a senior
instructor at the Wim-
mera Bands Group Music
School and has experi-
ence conducting concert
bands, brass bands, and
string orchestras, but it's
supporting country brass
band communities where
her passion burns bright.

“Over the last couple of
decades, a lot of country
brass bands have strug-
gled, and it's always been
an important thing for me
to be able to give back to
that community, whether
its up near Beaufort or
down in Leongatha, to be
able to help those bands
rebuild and regain some
of the strength that they
had a couple of decades
ago.”

Alongside  getting to
know band members and
forming relationships,
this is what Natalie in-
tends to do with the South
Gippsland Shire Brass
Band.

“My vision is for the
band to essentially grow
to full capacity, which, at
the moment we're at about
half capacity, or maybe a
little better. They're a very
strong core bunch, but

Send us
your photos

If you're having a 21st, club function, wedding, or
other social event, take some photos, name the

people in the shaps and email to news@sgst.com.au

we essentially need more
members to have a full en-
semble.

“Whether that be
through recruiting estab-
lished players or recruit-
ing juniors and develop-
ing them up to the point
where they can join the
senior band and also to
improve the ability of the
players that we already
have.”

Natalie has started of-
fering free lessons prior
to band meetings for any
players who want one-on-
one tuition.

“Watching their eyes light
up when you teach them
something new or explain
something a little bit dif-
ferently, which helps them
understand the concept a
bit better, to me, that, is
just the most pleasurable
thing about the job.”

The vision to create a
stronger unit to have ca-
pacity as an ensemble
is also one which has an
impact on the wider com-
munity.

“We're there to serve the
community and to be a ful-
filling place for members
of the community to come
to share their love of mu-
sic and to get all the ben-
efits that come with play-
ing music, whether that be
mental health benefits or
a sense of belonging to a
community organisation,
or the mentorship that we
can provide juniors, there
are so many good reasons
to be part of this commu-
nity.”

The South Gippsland
Shire Brass Band would
love to hear from anyone
who can play a brass in-
strument or percussion or
who would like to learn.

It won't cost a cent to see them in print! Sentinel-Times 1 . "

THE enigmatic Boom Crash Opera vo-
calist, Dale Ryder will be rocking out at
the Inlet Hotel in Inverloch this June to
help raise awareness for veteran suicide,
homelessness and addiction.

The Young Veterans project is a cause
close to Ryder’s heart, as one of his best
friends, Glen Coburn, an Inverloch local,
is a veteran himself and a big part of the
organisation.

The Young Veterans are a volunteer-run
organisation started by veteran mates
who recognised there was a gap between
recent veterans and those of past con-
flicts, connecting comrades through vari-
ous activities and events.

When Glen asked Ryder to perform lo-
cally, to help raise money and awareness
for the cause, he didn’t hesitate.

“Basically, when Glen explained things
to me, I was like, you know, anybody
that's willing to sacrifice their lives for
us — for my freedom - I'm willing to give
something, a little bit back,” said Ryder.

“I just think that the vets’ need all the
support they can get and I'm willing to
help.”

Helping out and giving back has always
been part of the lead singer’s modus
operandi, even during the peak of Boom
Crash Opera’s success.

“I used to be what's called, the patron of
Challenge (supporting kids with cancer),
back in the 80s.”

“I like helping people when I can. It's
not a stretch to help people when you
can; and it was disheartening working
with Challenge cancer, because they lost
so many children that I personally met
and got friendly with. It was kind of heart-
breaking for me, but we raised quite a bit
of awareness.”

Boom Crash Opera burst on to the
Australian music scene in 1984 and had
a number of hits; and while Ryder has
promised to deliver some of these at the
Inverloch gig, he said they will also be
playing a range of other covers of both old
and new songs.

“It's basically sit there, sing along, if you
can, otherwise, have a couple of drinks
and have some fun.”

Playing alongside the accomplished vo-
calist at this acoustic gig will be talented
guitarist Tristan Ross.

“I love the man, because he’s very tal-
ented, and he makes my work really easy.

Dale Ryder from Boom Crash Opera
will be performing an acoustic gig with
Tristan Ross on guitar at the Inlet Hotel,
Inverloch on Sunday June 15.

I just use my personality. He does all the
hard work, which is awesome,” said Ryder.

In March this year, Boom Crash Opera
also released their first new single in 28
years, Latest Hustle, which may also be
played at the gig.

Ryder said the single was a bit of fun,
and there’s no pressure for the song to
reach the charts, as they did in the eight-
ies with their slew of hits, starting with
debut and highest charting single Great
Wall, followed by Hands Up In The Air,
Onion Skin, Get Out Of The House and
The Best Thing, to name just a few.

“We were touring and we thought why
not? We'll give the tour something to hang
on and we've been touring since then,
and we're going to tour to the end of No-
vember,” explained Ryder, who added the
single may be the precursor to a new EP.

Having recently toured with the Models
and with Roxette, Ryder will head to Bali
for a well deserved rest and to take care
of other business, before heading back in
June to light up the stage at Inverloch.

‘Just come on down, because it's going
to be good fun and youre spending your
money on a good cause,” said Ryder.

Dale Ryder and Tristan Ross will be sup-
ported by Eric Collier, on Sunday June 15
at The Inlet Hotel, Inverloch, at 2.30pm,
raising awareness for veteran suicide,
homelessness and addiction. Entry is by
donation at the door.

$30 ENTRY
Y REGO:6PM | START:7PM | LATE REGO: 8PM

11-15 RIVER DRIVE, TARWIN LOWER
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Pat and Lee Caffery popped along Former Breaker's player Bec Slavin Stu Edden and Adrian Murphy were
to show their support for farmers and Eliza Lot at the Breaker's Pride cheering on the Breakers from the
recently. C16_1925 Match on Friday evening. C02_2025 sideline on Friday. C03_2025

Coral and Vicki were proud to be part
of the LDNA’s 60th anniversary.

Pictures of you and your friends at the Bass Coast Breakers
Pride Match, Leongatha & District Netball Association
60th anniversary and Wonthaggi Theatrical Group’s

Lee and Cheryl were looking forward Addams Family rehearsal.
to the evening.

Life members Yvonne Brown and
Noreen Williams celebrate 60 years
of the LDNA.

A IR S e s
e enjoyed the night's celebration.

Carla, Erin, Tanya, Dianne and VELL

Sentinel-Times

Luke and Narelle were proud to be >>> ORDER THESE AND OTHER PHOTOS 5672 1888
part of the celebration.

Alex and Taliah were ready for the Danielle and Tamara made the most The menu looked great according to
night ahead. of the night. Susie and Fay.
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Reece Plumbing's Geoff and Jay were
cheering on their Breaker's work
colleagues on Friday. C04_2025

Jude will be playing ‘Pugsley’ while
Lachlan is part of the ensemble crew.

Sid, Ronan and Andrew can’t wait to
star in the upcoming musical.

v
« E

Life members of Wonthaggi
Theatrical Group Alex and Ann.

Scott can't wait to play the role
of ‘Uncle Fester’ for the upcoming
Addams Family musical.

Rebecca, Julie and Jeff were all smiles.
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Timeless charm meets -

modern

STEP into timeless el-
egance with this beautiful
cottage style family home
located just a stone’s
throw from the shops and
cafes, offering the perfect
blend of character, space
and modern comfort.

Boasting stunning 14-
foot ceilings adorned with
ceiling roses, tall skirting
boards and a beautiful
archway, this home im-
mediately captivates with
its sense of grandeur and
timeless charm.

Upon entering, you are
welcomed by a spacious
and wide hallway before
the versatile front room
offers a spacious bed-
room or second living
area, complete with re-
verse-cycle air condition-
ing and a ceiling fan.

As you make your way
down the hall you will
find the further three
bedrooms all with built
in robes included and
ceiling fans to two of the
rooms before leading into
the spacious open plan
living, kitchen and dining
area.

The well-appointed
kitchen features an elec-
tric oven, gas stove,
dishwasher and a large
walk-in  pantry, seam-
lessly connecting to the
dining and living area,
where a cosy wood heat-
er and reverse-cycle air

comfort

conditioner ensure year-
round comfort.

The renovated family
bathroom exudes luxury
with floor-to-ceiling tiles, a
free-standing bath, a large
double walk-in shower
and a double vanity for ev-
eryday practicality.

Outdoor living is a
dream, with a large un-
dercover entertaining
area fully enclosed by all-
weather blinds, comple-
mented by an outdoor
bathroom with a toilet
and shower for added
convenience.

A separate bungalow/
rumpus room sits just off
the outdoor area, complete
with a wood heater and
ceiling fan, providing the
perfect space for a teen-
age retreat, home office or
guest accommodation.
Additional features in-

clude:
* Rear lane access to a
powered shed/garage

with concrete flooring,.
¢ A charming cubby house

for the kids.

* A woodshed for addi-
tional storage.

Offering an enviable
lifestyle of comfort and
convenience located close
to the CBD ensuring ev-
eryday amenities at your
doorstep, this beautifully
presented home is per-
fectly suited for families
and investors alike.

Ray White Leongatha
03 5662 5800
15 Bair Street, Leongatha

raywhiteleongatha.com.au

Al
||

7 Ritchie Street, Leongatha
For Sale $725,000

Agent Ray White Leongatha
Kasey Bowman 0439 207 196

Dave
Trotman

Michael
Hanily

Kasey
Bowman

e T o

i For Sale 5

10 Wa rralong Court, Leongatha

For Sale sl
3645 Grand Ridge Rd, Mirboo Nth

'For Sale A

31 Blackmore Avenue, Leongatha

26 Callaway Crescent, Leongatha

DUAL LIVING OPPORTUNITY

e Positioned close to schools and shops
e Light-filled open-plan living

o Fully self-contained unit

e Undercover deck with tranquil views

Dave Trotman 0418 589 805

$685,000 5l 370 25

!f For Sale ..

12 Allison Street, Leongatha

CHARMING TIMBER & MUDBRICK HOME

e 13.8 acres over 2 titles of farmland

e Raked timber ceilings throughout

e 3 spacious bedrooms with built-in robes

e 3-bay Colorbond shed with concrete floor

Dave Trotman 0418 589 805

$890,000 b 1704

12B Bruce Street, Leongatha

A “MID-CENTURY MODERN” SURPRISE

e Just 800m to Leongatha’s CBD

e Modern kitchen, quality SMEG appliances
e Additional rumpus room with gas log fire
e Established gardens, trees and fruit trees

Kasey Bowman 0439 207 196
$545,000 31725

945 Meeniyan-Mirboo Nth Rd, Dumbalk

ENTERTAINERS PARADISE!

e Stunning views over neighbouring reserve
o Well appointed galley kitchen

e Outdoor entertaining deck

e 9m x 6m shed with concrete floor, power

Kasey Bowman 0439 207 196
$690,000 4y 2B 45

38 Brumley Street, Leongatha

PRIME POSITION!

e Generous 924m? block

e Easy walk to Leongatha CBD

e Spacious living with reverse cycle A/C
o Single garage with storage/workshop

Mick Hanily 0417 311 756

$500,000 - $520,000 2l 17 1s

PREMIUM TOWNHOUSE

e Low-maintenance luxury close to shops
o Light-filled open plan living

e Kitchen boasting premium finishes

e 4 bedrooms all with walk in robes

Mick Hanily 0417 311 756

$695,000 4l 2577 25

PRIVACY & SPACE IN DUMBALK VILLAGE!

e Flat 4.94 acre lifestyle property

e Central living with a lovely outlook

e Good sized shed/workshop & ‘man cave’
e 2 main paddocks for horses or sheep

Kasey Bowman 0439 207 196
$870,000 4l 2750 55
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TIMELESS CHARM ON LARGE BLOCK!

e Close to schools and the main street

e On a generous 1,047m? approx block

e Updated t’hout, fully renovated kitchen
e 9m x 15m shed, power & laneway access

Kasey Bowman 0439 207 196
$549,000 2P 10 65

HM11839-V11
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LIWESTOCK & REAL ESTATE

SANDY POINT

¢ Gentle rise, views to Shallow Inlet
¢ Open plan living out to a deck.

¢ 3 bed, central bath, separate w.c.

¢ Low maint, LU shed, & parking

$750,000
Contact Andrea Adams 0429 822 801

LEONGATHA

¢ Family Home on spacious block

¢ 4 bed, 2 bath, 2 car

¢ Open plan plus separate lounge
¢ Big back yard with side access

* New carpet, ready to move on in!

$649,000
Contact Irene Walker 0429 045 632
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NATURE on your doorstep,
beautiful birdlife, echidnas and
the smell of eucalyptus, if this
sounds appealing then come
explore, ‘Bundaleer’ to discover
this home amongst the trees.

Situated under 10 minutes
from Leongatha, this four-bed-
room home is set on 3.5 acres*
of pristine native bush, lawn and
garden.

The home and shedding cater
for families or retirees wanting
the space to create, explore, and
enjoy peace and quiet, all with
the added benefit of being close
to town.

The north facing home is com-
pletely off the grid, with solar,
batteries and backup diesel gen-
erator assuring you always have
power, and at a minimal cost.
The two-storey Coldon-built
home features:

* Entering downstairs on the
floor level, you find the open
plan kitchen, dining and living
room, one bedroom along with
a bathroom and laundry.

The kitchen has a Glem oven/
cooktop (dual electric and
gas), and dishwasher, with
good storage space and soft
close drawers.

The living space enjoys the Nec-
tre wood heater, complete with
wetback, providing additional
hot water heating in winter

b 4‘ wr 2‘ w4 14ha * The front entrance providés a

Your local
Real Estate &
Livestock Specialists

www.sej.com.au

* A minute’s walk to Main St café, on approx. 461m? fully fenced block

» Open plan living upstairs with wood heater and RC/AC, opens to deck

¢ Modern kitchen with dishwasher, under bench oven, and breakfast bar

¢ 2 BRs and gleaming bathroom upstairs, 3rd BR and 2nd bathroom below
* Easy care gardens, screened alfresco, carport with drive through access
¢ An ideal investment with current tenant in place until September

$399,000

* Set on a generous 1843m? approx. with easy access to everything in town
¢ Natural light and views over farmland to the hills beyond and fully fenced
» Open plan living, dining, and lounge with ducted RC/AC & wood heater

¢ Central modern, spacious kitchen with dishwasher, plenty of storage

* Five fitted BRs, master with ensuite and WIR. Family bathroom with spa

e Covered access to downstairs workshop, solar & mains power

$885,000
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150 Reilly & Allens Rd, Nerrena
For Sale $980,000

Agent SEJ Real Estate

Irene Walker 0429 045 632

beautiful outdoor entertaining
area under the pergola, with
its stunning ornamental grape
that colours your world from
the front of the home, sweep-
ing out to the back!

Al
||

‘Bundaleer’

e Upstairs on the top level, is a
bright spacious living room,
with views out to the treetops.

* Three further bedrooms, all
with built-in robes and fans,
opening out on the front north-
facing deck.

* An upstairs bathroom, with
additional extra spacious linen
storage.

Externally, let's go explore:

¢ The shed: 18 metres x 9 me-
tres providing room for cars,
trucks and creative projects.

* An additional 4.5 metre x 9
metre lean-to provides addi-
tional storage space.

* 100,000-litre concrete tank
water storage plus a smaller
garden tank of 5000 litres.

* Solar panels (21) Batteries
12X2 volt, diesel generator for
backup, solar hot water.

* Enclosed vegetable garden with
raised beds, chicken house
and yard.

* The pristine bush on the prop-
erty has wide spacious tracks
to explore, walk the dog, run
and hide, along with plenty of
firewood for your own use.
This much-loved property with

its spacious, yet cosy home, the
fantastic shed and the low main-
tenance acreage provides peace
and quiet, low cost of living and
all just minutes to Leongatha.

For further information and to
arrange a personal inspection,
please call Irene Walker at SEJ
Real Estate 0429 045 632.

For a Due Diligence Check-
list go to: consumer.vic.gov.au/
duediligiencechecklist

*denotes approximately

aadams@sej.com.au

Contact Andrea Adams 0429 822 801

FISH CREEK

Contact Andrea Adams 0429 822 801

ANDREA ADAMS

0429 822 801 s

FOSTER
Ph 5682 2800

e =
e E e

$660,000
Contact Irene Walker 0429 045 632

IRENE WALKER
0429 045 632

iwalker@sej.com.au

LEONGATHA
Ph 5662 4033

» Highly productive 52ha/130ac

¢ Absolute water security

* Springs, Toomeys Creek

¢ 14 paddocks, stock yards & sheds
¢ Lovely updated 2 bed cottage

$1,640,000
Contact Irene Walker 0429 045 632

RANCEBY

* 23ha/60 acres (approx.)

¢ Undulating hill country

¢ |deal turnout block, close to town
¢ 5 paddocks, inc hay paddock

¢ Good quality steel yards

HM11710-V24
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The Mountain View

ELDERS Rural Services Australia is
pleased to present for sale 75 Hoy Road,
Mountain View, a property displaying
all the qualities the region has to offer,
productive land, spectacular views and
perfectly positioned at the end of a no-
through road.

This 160 acre* property features a well
presented north facing home with stun-
ning views, the hilly to undulating land
offers excellent water supply from dams
and a water well, with convenient pad-
dock access via a central laneway.

The residence has three bedrooms
all with built-in-robes and the spacious
bathroom includes a walk-in shower,
large corner spa bath and vanity with
separate toilet.

The kitchen offers plenty of storage
and includes a large freestanding gas
cooktop and electric stove, double sink
and dishwasher. The dining room is off
the kitchen and has sliding doors lead-
ing out to the back decking where you
can enjoy the magnificent views.

Comfort is guaranteed all year round
with a fireplace in both living areas and
ducted split system air conditioning into
all rooms.

Working improvements includes barn
with attached lean-to, calving shed, feed
shed, horse shelter, quality cattle yards
on concrete with vet crush and forcing
yard.

There are 18 paddocks with troughs
or dams in all paddocks and electric
fencing. There is approximately 50 acres
that can be used as hay paddocks. Water
supply is guaranteed with 10 dams and
a water well and approx. 100,00 litres of
rainwater storage.

Ideally located 23 kilometres* south of
Warragul, 23 kilometres* north of Ko-
rumburra,127 kilometres* south east of
Melbourne CBD. For further information
or to inspect the property, please contact
Ben Townsend on 0400 594 487.

* Denotes approximately

For a Due Diligence Checklist go to: con-
sumer.vic.gov.au/duediligencechecklist.

75 Hoy Road, Mountain View
For Sale $1.3 Million

Agent Elders

Ben Townsend 0400 594 487

%’ Real Estate

Mardan

Amazing Rural Views

e 2-bed, 2-bath home

e Open plan living

e Undercover entertaining area

Web ID: 300P134454 $895,000

Elders Korumburra
11 Commercial Street
Ph 5658 1894

-

Leongatha

Appealing 2 Bedroom Unit

¢ 2 bed unit with BIR’s

BEN TOWNSEND
Licensed Estate Agent
0400 594 487

SHARON TURTON
Sales Consultant
0447 604796

Al
||

Dalyston

Over 40 yewud’ experrionce

518m? | Korumburra - 2 Units

Unit with Private Setting * 3-bed, 2 Bath
 Modern kitchen with electric appliances * Spacious backyard

HELEN ARESTIA
Sales Support
03 5662 3523

e Newly built

Elders Leongatha
37 Bair Street

NATALIE RES
Property Manager
0439 383 091 Ph 5662 3523
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Dual residence on 2.5 acres bush setting

LOCATED in the beautiful hills of Boolarra,

on a sealed road frontage, just minutes from

the town centre, and central to Mirboo North

and Latrobe Valley, this amazing property

features a main three-bedroom residence

plus a separate two-bedroom cottage on

a private 2.5-acre allotment with an added

21.34 acre shared common property bush

block.

The main home features:

* Three bedrooms, master with ensuite and
walk-in robe (plus access to the deck)

* Main bathroom with toilet and shower over
bath

* Large lounge with direct access to the out-
door entertaining area

* Large kitchen with walk-in pantry, gas
cooktop and electric oven, dishwasher and
loads of cupboard storage and bench space

* Reverse cycle split system plus cosy wood
fire (plus ceiling fans)

The cottage includes:

* Two bedrooms

* Open plan lounge and Kkitchen (electric
oven, gas cooktop plus dishwasher)

* Bathroom with shower, toilet and laundry

* Cosy wood fire, plus split system and ceil-
ing fans

Other infrastructure includes:

* Lock up shed with workshop

* Carport

* Garden shed/pottery shed

* Four water tanks (approx. 120,000 l1t)

* Various fruit trees and more

The property adjoins a 21.34-acre reserve
of common property which includes walking
tracks through beautiful native bushland full
of native wildlife and a large, cleared area for
the kids to play.

This lovely home and cottage are extremely
well presented and sitting on the large under-
cover deck area soaking up the tranquillity
will instantly wind you down from the hustle
and bustle of today’s busy life.

This property would make a great perma-
nent residence and will also suit a weekend
retreat and a fantastic holiday rental accom-
modation (STCA).

45 Bunderra Drive, Boolarra
For Sale $890,000-$910,000
Agent Alex Scott & Staff
Andrew Newton 0402 940 320
Emily Hillberg 0422 622 299

Own the historic red brick church

LOCATED in the very
heart of Lang Lang’s charm-
ing main street, this iconic
red brick church offers a
rare and exciting opportu-
nity to own a piece of local
history. Set on a spacious
689m? allotment and sur-
rounded by the warmth of a
close-knit community, this
beautiful heritage property
is rich in both character and
potential.

Inside, youre greeted by
classic high-pitched ceil-
ings, ornate timberwork,
and glorious stained-glass
windows that bathe the in-
terior in colourful, natural
light. The building’s solid
construction and elegant
proportions make it a stun-
ning canvas for adaptive re-
use. Whether you wish to
revive it as a place of wor-
ship, convert it into a strik-
ing residence, or transform
it into a unique commercial
(STCA) or creative space —
the choice is yours.

Just steps from Lang Lang
Primary School and only
metres to cafés, local shops,
and the town’s business hub,
the property is ideally posi-
tioned for a variety of uses.
The South Gippsland High-
way is a quick three-minute
drive away, allowing seam-
less access north to the M1
and south to coastal desti-
nations including Phillip Is-
land and Inverloch. Whether
youre drawn to its location,
architectural charm, or zon-
ing flexibility, this property
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ticks all the boxes for a wide
range of visionary buyers.

Zoned Neighbourhood
Residential Zone 1 (NRZ1)
within the Shire of Cardin-
ia, the property lends itself
to numerous potential uses
(STCA), including but not
limited to:

* Bed and Breakfast or Pri-
vate Dwelling
* Home-Based Business or

Professional Office
* Medical Consulting Rooms

or Allied Health
* Café, Convenience Store,

or Boutique Retail
e Art Studio, Market, or

Community Space

This sale includes part of
46 Westernport Road, Lang
Lang, For full planning guide-
lines and zoning details, vis-
it: cardinia.vic.gov.au.

With its unbeatable loca-
tion, timeless architecture,
and broad development po-
tential, this beloved Lang
Lang landmark is ready to
be reimagined. Bring your
creativity and vision - op-
portunities like this don’t
come along often.

Prior offers accepted.

NB. Please note the prop-
erty is in a Neighbourhood
Residential Zone - (NRZ1)
and has potential for de-
velopment to include addi-
tional bedrooms and bath-
rooms, subject to council
approval.

Call Alex Scott & Staff
Grantville on 5678 8433 to
arrange your private inspec-
tion.

689m? — Zoned NRZ1

Lot 1/46 Westernport Road,
Lang Lang

Auction Sat. May 31 at 10am
Agent Alex Scott & Staff
Grantville office 5678 8433



ALEX SCOTT
AND STAFF

ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU

MIRBOO

520 Clear Creek Road
* Grazing property, multiple income potential

» 231 ac approx. with beautiful homestead
e 25 mins from VLE, 12min to Mirboo North

KORUMBU RRA_
L.

3/37 Princes Street

* 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom townhouse
* Low maintenance
¢ Great investment

CORONET BAY

* An artist’s haven by the sea
* 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom
 Side access for a caravan or boat

WONTHAGGI

1/7 Baillieu Street

e 2 bedroom
* Close to town
* Quiet position

Expressions of Interest $469,000 $699,000 - $725,000 $345,000
Contact: Leongatha Office Contact: Korumburra Office Contact: Grantville Office Contact: Wonthaggi Office
MIDDLE TARWIN KORUMBURRA CORINELLA WONTHAGGI

* Country living on 5 ac in convenient location
* 4 bed, 2 bath home with open plan living
* Ample shedding for storage or business use

* Great investment
* 2 bedroom, 1 bathroom
e Fully Furnished

i
reet
* Nothing but trees between you and the bay

* 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom
* Rare opportunity

2/5 Cameron Street
* Modern unit

e 2 bedrooms
* Close to hospital

$990,000 $430,000 $775,000 $445,000
Contact: Leongatha Office Contact: Korumburra Office Contact: Grantville Office Contact: Wonthaggi Office
LEONGATHA KORUMBURRA WONTHAGGI

-

-

8 Silverback Place

* Dual living design over two storeys
» Walking distance to schools and main street
» Exceptionally designed and maintained

5/6 Ruddville Avenue

* Modern 1 bedroom apartment
e Fully furnished
* Nothing to spend

KOO WEE RUP

* Modern living in prime location
* 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, double garage

2/4 Merrin Crescent

* 3 bedrooms
e 2 bath, 2 car
* Modern unit

$1,195,000 $400,000 $725,000 $479,000
Contact: Leongatha Office Contact: Korumburra Office Contact: Grantville Office Contact: Wonthaggi Office
POUND CREEK KORUMBURRA LANG LANG WONTHAGGI
1] il hag gl

61 Ti Tree Road

» 202 ac grazing parcel in two titles

* Central laneway, shedding, 22 paddocks
» Convenient location, priced to sell
$8,990 per acre

Contact: Leongatha Office

- ..
T T |

23 Bridge Street
* Grand period home

* Prime corner location
* 3 bedroom, 3 living

$675,000
Contact: Korumburra Office

* Lang Lang Church — A new chapter begins

Auction - Sat, 31st May 2025 at 10am
- If not sold prior
Contact: Grantville Office

Lot 1/46 (Part Of) Westernport Rd | 4/26-28 Graham Street

* 2 bedroom unit

* Modern features

* Close to shopping
$449,000

Contact: Wonthaggi Office

LEONGATHA

5662 0922
41 Bair Street

Andrew Newton 0402 940 320
Emily Hillberg 0422 622 299
Tony Giles 0407 528 192
Dan Huther 0418 334 801

KORUMBURRA

5655 1133
36 Bridge Street

Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898

GRANTVILLE

5678 8433
1505 Bass Highway

Angus Hall 0466 326 487

WONTHAGGI
5672 1911
Cnr Murray & Billson Streets

Cal Nation 0439 334 163
Mick Chambers 0418 349 783
Phil Hanley 0417 140 508

HM11684-V24
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No. 281

24 Stink (5)

25 Painting of the
countryside (9)

27 Funeral or burial rites (9)

28 Barack — (5)

29 Burrow (6)

30 Land surrounded by

a
NN dSaEEN

13  Strong thread (5)
1 Daze; stupor (6) 14 Spice; kick the ball
4 A gathering (4-2) between an opponent’s
10  Hinge (5) legs (6)
11 Social exclusion (9) 15 Sole (4)
12 Alarge group of 19  Formerly (4)
instrumentalists (9) 20 Movable shelter (6)
No. 281

Using the nine letters in the grid, how many

words of four letters or more can you list?

The centre letter must be included and each
letter may only be used once. No colloquial

or foreign words. No capitalised nouns,
apostrophes or plural nouns ending in ‘s.

26

water (6)

Tropical storms (8)
Recommend (8)

Reflective road marker (31, 3)
Precisely (7)
Inconsequential things (6)
Inflated (6)

Black deposit (4)
Struggles; filters (7)
Cheering (7)

Data about data (8)

Hot (2,6)

Slanting (7)

Traditions (7)

Accompany (6)

Logic (6)

Hatchling (4)

2JOS ‘Sjeo|
Je0| ‘WOolj ‘|l ‘swioy
INSITVINYOH ‘|ewio)

‘W0 ‘S|104 |10} ‘SWEO)

13 words: Weoj 's|eo} ‘jeoy

‘RO Ue|) ‘SWI ‘L)
20 words: A ‘SWII ‘Wil ‘0. ) ‘suuley
27 words: ‘wey diey ‘sjiey ‘jiey

Each number corresponds to a letter of the alphabet. Two have been filled in

for you, can you work out the rest?

No. 271

ADO
ALE
ASH
BEE
DNA
ERA
GEE
GET
ILK
ION
IRE
LEE
LET
LIT
MAT
NAP
OPT
POD
ROT
RUT
SHE
SKI
TAN
VIE

ALSO
APES
CLAW

ERAS
ESKY
FLOW
GEMS
ILLS

KISS

LOSE
PACK
VANS
VATS

AEONS
ALIAS
ALIBI
ALIEN
ANTIC
APART
AREAS
ARENA
ASHEN
ATONE
BRASS
CHANT
CHASE
CINCH
CLONE
COACH
CROAK
DAISY
DENIM
EARLS
EDGES
EDICT
ERODE
FLARE
FLASK
HAPPY
KNOTS
LUNAR
MAMMA

No. 280

MAPLE
MINER
OCTAL

OLIVE

OPERA
ORALS
PASTA

PINTS

POLIO
RANGE

REINS
RICES

ROOST
SHELL

SNEER
STARE ENABLES DEVILLED
STEER HOLSTER NARRATES
STOOP LEAFLET SCRATCHY
TINGE RINSING TENANTED
TOTES SHADIER
TYRES VINEGAR

3

39

[3[N]
ALTARS
ASSIGN N
ELECTS
ENRAGE =

[3(3]

10

oll

1d
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To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from 1to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical columns, each
of the nine horizontal rows and each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Remember, no number can occur more than

What does the phrase ‘per
contra’ mean?

In what year did the division
of Korea take place?

Who wrote the novel A 7. The Jazz Singer (1927)
Cuppa Tea And An Aspirin? starring Al Jolson was the
. The Crucible Theatre in first of what kind of movie?
Sheffield, UK, is home to 8. Which famous gem was
which annual tournament? extracted from the Kollur
In Norse mythology, what Mine in Guntur, India in the
is the name for the world 17th century?
tree? 9. Whatis the name of the
Elizabeth Barrett Browning town in the Netflix TV series
was an English a) poet, Stranger Things?
b) singer or c) actress? 10. Karen Gillan (pictured)

plays which character in the &%

Marvel cinematic universe?

BINgSN "Ql BUBIPU] ‘SUMMBH ‘@ puowelp adoH ay] *g a1noid Bupj|el 1sii4 £ Gi6| "9 AlRjuod au}
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No. 191
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ASSIGNMENT
BIOLOGY
CALCULATOR
CAMPUS
CHALK

CLASS
COURSEWORK
DIPLOMA
DISSERTATION
EXAM
FACULTY
GRADES

GYM

HISTORY
LECTURE

1 1 once in any row, column or box. EASY
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Can you find all the words listed?
The leftover letters will spell out a secret message.

NOTEBOOK
PENCIL
PHYSICS

QUIZ

RECESS
REPORT CARD
RESEARCH
SCHOLARSHIP
SEMESTER
SPORT
STUDENT
STUDY

TERM

THESIS

TUTOR
Aoq |Inp e »oer

soxew Aejd ou pue |ooyds ||y
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Milk challenges as opening prices near

By Andrew Paloczi

WHILE an opening price
above $9 per kilo of milk sol-
ids is considered likely, many
dairy farmers face the ongo-
ing challenge presented by the
sustained dry period.

Without nominating a specif-
ic figure, Krowera dairy farm-
er Andy Thomas expressed
confidence the price will be up
a bit on last year.

“The problem will be feed-
ing and watering the cows,” he
said, noting the widespread
lack of hay and water impacting
farmers, 120 acres of his farm
currently without water, being
about a quarter of the property.

Some of the other dams sup-
plying the cattle are running
low.

“We're using it as an oppor-
tunity to clean our dams and
look for next year rather than
this year,” Andy said, having
had an excavator at work on
that project for three weeks.

Current conditions are the
driest he’s seen for the middle
of May.

“We’'ve got to April and it's
been like this, but not in the
middle of May,” Andy com-
mented.

He observed that a fair bit of
rain is needed to grow grass,
and it is likely that by the time
it arrives conditions will be
too cold for that to happen.

The widespread lack of rain
and associated impact on feed
suggests it will be difficult for
farmers to provide the overall
amount of milk producers re-
quire.

With both dairy and beef
farmers having to reduce herd
sizes due to lack of feed and
water, Andy forecasts there’ll

Andy Thomas, pictured on his Krowera farm in greener
times, is hopeful of an improved milk price but concerned
about ongoing dry conditions. A11_2025

be insufficient numbers of
cattle to meet needs when the
feed and water situation im-
proves.

Rabobank Senior Analyst in
Dairy and Consumer Foods
Michael Harvey believes aver-
age opening prices above $9
per kilo of milk solids are in-
creasingly likely.

“Our expectation is that min-
imum prices for new season
milk, particularly in southern
Australia, will be higher than
what they probably finish this
season,” he said, noting he is

referring to the southern ex-
port pool of milk.

Michael attributes that sen-
timent to the fact commodity
prices for the main manufac-
tured products have rallied
over the course of the last 12
months.

“On a US Dollar basis,
they're certainly sitting a lot
higher than what they were
this time last year,” he said,
adding that the lower Aussie
Dollar compared to then is
a positive in terms of the ap-
peal of our exports to overseas

markets.

Michael explained the need
for caution, given not all Aus-
tralian milk goes into com-
modities, with a big white
milk market as well.

“But the confidence is there
that you've got these higher re-
turns to provide higher mini-
mum prices and then it'll be
a question around if the mar-
ket conditions hold at current
levels for a longer period of
time into the new year when
the milk production starts to
flow and when sales of those
products occur, then you've
got some upside to come,” he
said.

While labelling likely higher
farmgate prices as positive
during the current dry condi-
tions impacting many dairy
farmers, Michael outlined the
challenge for dairy companies
in setting minimum prices.

“You're probably at the peak
of the market in terms of where
commodities are at and you've
got to price in some downside
risk that might come through
over the next 12 months and
allow for some correction in
all that,” he said, describing it
as a “balancing act”.

Bendigo Bank expressed a
conservative view on opening
prices in its dairy market up-
date for May.

“Tight local supply, stabilis-
ing global prices and improv-
ing demand should see farm-
gate prices rise in the coming
season; 2025/26 farmgate
milk price offerings have every
chance to reach $9 per kilo of
milk solids at some stage, but
processors are likely to open
cautiously with estimates
around $8.70-88.90kg MS,” it
states.

Strengthening action against invasive weeds and pests

THE state government is
helping community groups
protect their local environ-
ments, industries, and -cul-
tural heritage from biosecurity
threats through another round
of the Partnerships Against
Pests grants program.

Minister for Agriculture, Ros
Spence, announced the open-
ing of round four of the $5
million program on Wednes-
day, 14 May, which will help
community led organisations
build the skills and resources

to manage invasive species in
their area.

Grants of $10,000 up to
850,000 are available for proj-
ects focused on managing es-
tablished weeds and pest ani-
mals.

“The Partnerships Against
Pests grants show how local
communities can lead the way
in tackling weeds and pest
animals at a grassroots level,”
said Spence.

“Everyone has a role to play
in protecting Victoria from

biosecurity threats, and this
program continues to invest
in community-driven solu-
tions that deliver long-term
benefits.”

This new round of funding
totalling $637,000 will allow
groups to develop and deliver
community education pro-
grams and action for up to two
years, and can include up to
$10,000 for capital items.

Capital items can include
monitoring technology, and
weed and pest management
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equipment, such as monitor-
ing cameras to track feral pigs,
hoes to eradicate serrated tus-
sock or bait laying equipment
to manage rabbits.

Equipment for demonstra-
tion and education such as
projector screens may also be
eligible for funding.

Applications for this grant
round will close on Friday,
July 4.

For more information and a
full list of previous recipients,
visit agriculture.vic.gov.au.

Autumn calving
cows need plenty

supplementary energy

By Dr Hannah Manning
Agriculture Victoria, Colac

AS AUTUMN calving continues, there
are many areas of the state where calves
are being born onto paddocks with little
valuable feed available.

This means cows will be reliant on
meeting their energy requirements from
supplementary feed.

Lactating cows require a significant
amount of energy to produce milk,
therefore straw or hay alone will not
provide adequate energy.

When animals have an energy deficit
diet, they will lose condition and reduce
their ability to lactate, which will affect
calf growth.

If cows lose too much condition, it will
also reduce their fertility and ability to
get back in calf the following season.

A drop in condition can be hard to
spot just by looking at your calving cows,
which is why it's important to score your
stock regularly.

The target condition score for autumn
calving cows is ideally three, no lower
than 2.5, and no lower than two at the
start of mating,

It is far more expensive to put condi-
tion on stock than to maintain their
weight, so getting supplementary feed
right at the start will save money in the
longer term.

Feed budgets are a highly informative
management tool that can assist with
decision making and can provide signifi-
cant financial and animal health benefits
by ensuring your cows are receiving an
adequate diet for both quality and quan-
tity.

Cows with suckling calves 1-4 months
old will require an energy intake of 100
— 148 MJ ME/day or greater, and is de-
pendent on the cow weight, with a crude
protein of 10 per cent and a dry mat-
ter intake of 2-2.2 per cent of their body
weight.

Hay quality can vary, and while it's a
good fibre source it may not provide
enough energy to support a lactating
Cow.

A feed test is crucial to knowing what
value your hay offers.

Supplementation with a higher energy
and protein source such as grain or pel-
lets may be a good option.

For more information on feed budgets
or animal health, visit the Feeding Live-
stock website.

If you are in an eligible area for drought
support, please click here for more in-
formation on a one-on-one drought con-
sultation.

For more information about drought
and dry seasonal conditions support,
head to agriculture.vic.gov.au/drysea-
sons or call 136 186.
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dry parts of Gippsland who
are having to offload cattle,
Willung beef farmer Melissa
Ainsworth is enjoying such a
favourable season she hung
onto cattle for a month lon-
ger than she usually would.

Her two pens of steers
fetched excellent prices at
Thursday’s Leongatha Store
Sale, a testament to their ex-
cellent breeding and condi-
tion and quiet nature.

Healthy rainfall in January
and February prompted the
decision to put extra weight
on the Angus steers before
selling, her agent Michael
Foote of Elders persuading
her to do so despite her ini-
tial reluctance, advice she’s
glad she listened to.

“It's inspiring to see how
much those cattle have put
on weight in the last month
that I've held them; I nor-
mally sell cattle at about 350
kilos,” Melissa said, with
one of her pens on Thursday
containing 21 steers averag-
ing 412 Kkilos.

That pen went for $1760 a
head at $4.27 per Kilo.

Her other pen of steers
also contained 21 animals,

Melissa Ainsworth is pleased with the prices paid for her

e parts of Gippsland

steers at Thursday’s Leongatha Store Sale. A10_2025

weighing an average of 365
kilos, with those cattle going
for $1600 a head at $4.38
per kilo.

She is delighted with the
prices, particularly given
the tough season many are
dealing with.

“I'm relieved because we've
been in a little oasis where
we live, and it’s not until you
drive around that you see
how hard people are doing
it,” Melissa said, explaining
she bought a bull in Mirboo

North a couple of months
ago and was shocked to see
how dry it was there.

She outlined why her cat-
tle tend to appeal to repeat
buyers and are renowned
for being easy to manage.

“Good genetics, nutrition
is a big factor, and I do a lot
of handling, so I think hav-
ing them not stressed is a
big help,” Melissa said.

“A lot of our repeat buyers
buy them purely because
of their temperament and

they’re very good doers.”

Having a horse back-
ground, Melissa said she
has been breeding cattle for
only 20 years, joking that
still qualifies her as a begin-
ner.

She and her husband run
about 130 head, all Angus,
on their 350 acres of which
around 280 acres are suited
to grazing, the rest being
shelter belts and remnant

vegetation.
The couple run Gippsland
Natural Fertilisers, which

ties in with their approach
to farming.

“We're big on healthy pas-
tures, no weeds, which is
important when you've got
limited acreage and you
want to run maximum num-
bers,” Melissa said.

While delighted with the
prices paid for her steers,
her agent prepared her not
to have such high expec-
tations for the 30 heifers
awaiting sale on Thursday.

“I don’t think people are
thinking breeding, with the
conditions,” she said, add-
ing “You win some, you lose
some,” a sentiment that de-
scribes farming perfectly.

Drought conditions are hurting eastern Victorian farmers

DROUGHT conditions are
impacting Gippsland with lo-
cal farmers fearing the worst.

Speaking in state parlia-
ment, The Nationals’ Melina
Bath outlined the concerns of
Bass Coast, West and South
Gippsland primary producers.

“Paddocks are sparse, and
with the scarcity of fodder
statewide, farmers are anxious
about their livestock and liveli-
hoods.

“Water is critical as soil
moisture declines and dams
dry up.

“One Inverloch farmer spoke

of the pain of having to de-
stock, leaving the farm with
limited breeding cows and
calves, which he relies on for
annual income.

“Every day Labor fails to de-
liver drought assistance; farm-
ers must make impossible de-
cisions to keep livestock alive.

“Saleyards are receiving an
oversupply of cattle, and pric-
es are flagging.

“Meanwhile, the government
is using water from the Won-
thaggi desalination plant to
supply gardens in Melbourne
and Geelong, but our farmers

are high and dry.

“The cost of carting water is
unsustainable, and some pro-
ducers will walk away due to
financial stress.”

The Bureau of Meteorology
(BoM) drought report identi-
fied that between February
2024 and April 2025, parts
of Gippsland and Bass Coast
recorded severe rainfall defi-
ciency, with a pocket receiving
the lowest on record.

Ms Bath said instead of pro-
viding drought support, the
state government is ramming
through its emergency services

AND STAFF LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENTS,
== PROPERTY MANAGERS, AUCTIONEERS
Est. 1886 www.alexscott.com.au
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tax, which will increase the bur-
den on farmers by 189 per cent.

“During a cost-of-living crisis
and drought conditions, it is
unthinkable that Labor is fur-
ther taxing farmers.

“Targeted assistance, such
as subsidised fodder, feed and
water supply, is needed, along
with financial assistance and
mental health counselling.

“If Labor fails to deliver
timely support to our primary
producers, it will further in-
crease the cost of food on our
supermarket shelves and hurt
all Victorian families.”

ELECTRIC FENCE

ENERGIZER
REPAIRS

Paul Vassil

(Formerly Vassil Electronics)
38 Lower Gordon St, Korumburra

0408 515 184

JA21217]

Phelan & Henderson & Co.

Specialists in Livestock
and Rural Real Estate sales

« Operating at VLE Leongatha

« Auctions Plus sales

« Direct and private
sales of Livestock

» Personal professional service

Simon Henderson 0428 740 750
Jake Anthony 0467 297 794
David Phelan 0429 050 349

HM11932

MARKET REPORT

Brought to you by...
CLAAS Harmest Cantre Caanas

Another large store offering
By SGSAA

AGENTS yarded another large yarding of
just over 4000 head at Thursday’s VLE Le-
ongatha store sale in another mostly good of-
fering with more plainer bred and Xbred and
dairy types yarded.

With worsening conditions across the
south of the country many producers have
opted to continue to sell with another 20,000
store cattle offered this week between Yea,
Leongatha, Mortlake and Ballarat again
along with thousands of store types being
sold in the fat markets everywhere.

For vendors it has been a saviour that the
season is good in the north with thousands of
light weight cattle heading over one and two
borders along with the ongoing strong de-
mand from feedlots buying the heavy ones as
local competition remains limited until some
rain falls and seasonal outlook improves.

The market remained about firm for a few
outstanding pens offered but general eased
10 cents for the better Angus cattle and a
little more for the coloured cattle.

Secondary, plainer lighter weights and
dairy cross types not suitable for northern
orders were discounted with prices easing
30 — 40 cents.

A few agents commented that it was a satis-
factory result overall considering the season-
al conditions and all cattle found new homes.

Leongatha Store Sale on Thursday, May 15, 2025
Steers

Malanik Farm 13 Angus 596kg $3.77 $2250
MG Harrison 14 Angus 523kg $3.82 $2000
F & S Hedrick 18 Angus 518kg $3.66 $1900
SJA AMC Holdings 27 Angus  518kg $3.52 $1830
JA & RC Foat 10 Angus 513kg $3.58 $1840
S Rand 11 Angus 508kg $3.77 $1920
J & C Triantafyllou 11 Hereford 503kg $3.69 $1860
Julie K Livestock 14 Angus 491kg $3.74 $1840
JS Chambers 10 Angus 486kg $3.29 $1600
H Pruyn 14 Angus 470kg $3.40 $1600
B & L Rayner 12 Angus 464kg $3.74 $1740
JJ Lee 13 Angus 457kg $3.30 $1510
Vuiller Shorthorns 448kg $3.43 $1540
M & J Diston 16 Angus 445kg $4.01 $1790
M & J Dyer 14 Char 442kg $3.12 $1380
R & P Davis 13 Brangus 436kg $3.13 $1370
Bayview Farm 14 Angus 427kg $3.79 $1620
Mirawah P/L 17 Angus 426kg $3.80 $1620
B & L Taylor 18 Angus 423kg $3.66 $1550
J & A Benetti 12 Angus 420kg $3.80 $1600
B Rinaldi 16 Angus 404kg $3.93 $1590
DL Hollonds 15 Angus 378kg $3.78 $1430
J & M Ainsworth 21 Angus ~ 365kg  $4.38 $1600
Watermill Pastoral 21 Angus  365kg  $4.16 $1520
J Gibson 16 Speck 360kg $2.91 $1050
Annzel Holdings 11 Angus 345kg $3.56 $1230
S & E Girgis Nominees 21 Ang 344kg $4.15 $1430
M Hughes 14 Angus 342kg $2.83 $970
GS & J Tuckett 27 Angus 332kg $4.39 $1460
S Barwick 12 Angus 330kg $3.63 $1200
RB & KM Fleming 26 Angus ~ 327kg $4.15 $1360
P & G Wildes 10 Angus 320kg $3.37 $1080
JCB & CM Penfold 14 Angus  314kg $3.81 $1200
Ridgeline Ag 22 Angus 278kg $4.17 $1160
A White & C Wilson 13 SQ Meat 278kg  $2.65  $740
Yellow Tail Ridge 12 Angus 274kg $2.60 $720
DE & SR Ashdown 13 Angus  268kg $3.35  $900
RL McPhie 18 Angus 267kg $3.88 $1040
N Reeves Livestock 11 Angus  251kg $3.82  $960
N Ireland 21 Angus 240kg $4.29 $1030
Woodstock Properties 21 Ang  238kg $3.31  $790
DC McGrath 20 Angus 236kg $3.37 $800
McCooks Family Trust 26 Ang 235kg $4.00 $940
C Jeffrey 24 Hereford 234kg $2.64 $620
Allnutt Family Trust 23 Angus 233kg $3.21  $750
BJ & NM Bannigan 18 Speck 230kg $3.04 $700
Heifers

J & C Triantafyllou 16 Hereford 451kg $3.52 $1590
R Wight & Sons 12 Angus 441kg $3.53 $1560
Annelenore P/L 16 Angusx ~ 420kg $3.59 $1510
H Pruyn 17 Angus 414kg $3.37 $1400
M & J Dyer 14 Char Heifers ~ 400kg $2.82 $1130
Monics Farm 10 Angus 375kg $3.09 $1160
S & S Raso 12 Char 374kg $3.41 $1280
DJ & SJ Mitchell 25 Angus 373kg $3.69 $1380
GT Cummaudo 11 Char 355kg $3.23 $1150
J & M Ainsworth 15 Angus ~ 353kg  $2.83 $1000
D & D Blum 16 Angus 341kg $2.93 $1000
Watermill Pastoral 17 Angus ~ 325kg  $3.28 $1070
C Jeffrey 25 Hereford 321kg $2.98 $960
GD Crawford 13 Angus 320kg $2.34 $750
J & M Ainsworth 14 Angus ~ 316kg $2.56 $810
Argyle Farmstead 10 Angus 3l4kg $2.54 $800
HH & DE Brown 18 Angus 313kg $2.55 $800
Bergamin Past.Co 17 Hereford 305kg $2.48 $760
J.E.S. Industries P/L 10 Angus 300kg $2.46 $740
XBred & Friesians

JJ Lee 14 Angus X 406kg $2.73 $1110
SJA AMC Holdings 15 Friesian 530kg $2.07 $1100
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Thieves break in and steal copper
stolen from a farm for a paltry sum

“WE'VE been here since
1947 and nothing is safe
anymore.”

Brian Trotman is refer-
ring to the Leongatha South
farm that has been in his
family for nearly eighty
years and was robbed last
Thursday night, for the very
first time.

Thieves entered the cow
shed and disconnected the
hot water service which was
used for the sheds.

They then cut the entire
tank open to remove every
single piece of copper they
could find.

Leaving a debris of insula-
tion, and parts of the tank
strewn around the shed,
which Brian and his broth-
er Tony, who lives on the
farm, discovered on Friday
morning,

“And then they've gone
around the cow shed and
cut pieces of copper off
other bits and where it runs
into the different rooms,
and they've just hacked it
off with bolt cutters and
taken it,” explained Brian.

Thieves also took a heavy
duty 30 metre extension
cord that Brian would use
for welding and a range of
other activities, but it's the
sentimental value of the
item, more than the replace-
ment cost that irks Brian.

“They wouldn't have made
one of these for 50 years.”

“It's more the sentimental
thing, because of the simple
reason that it'’s so good, but
also, my dad bought it, paid

Thieves cut open a hot water service on a farm in
Leongatha South to remove all the copper, and Brian
and Tony Trotman (pictured) want to warn people
about it happening.

five pounds for it at a clear-
ing sale in 1958. It's been
one of those things that
we've used since 1958 ex-
tensively, and you just can’t
buy one that heavy-duty or
that good,” said Brian.

“And the other thing about
it is that they’ll just strip it,
and the small amount of
value they’ll get out of strip-
ping it and getting the cop-
per wire out of it, compared
to what use it is to people,
it's chalk and cheese.”

“Who would believe that
they’'d come in and take a
bit of extension cord?”

According to local metal
recyclers, depending on the
purity of the copper, market
conditions and worldwide
demand, scrap copper can
sell for between about $6 to

$11.80 per kilogram.

While insulated copper
wire — like that from the ex-
tension cord - will fetch be-
tween $0.80 and $3.40 per
kilogram. A typical domes-
tic hot water system would
have between 10 to 15 ki-
lograms of copper in it, ac-
cording to Heater Advisor,
leaving the thieves to cash
in the copper for anywhere
between S60 and $180.

While it will cost Brian a
few thousand dollars to re-
place the hot water system,
piping and extension cord,
he said he really just wants
to warn other people that
this is happening,

“Maybe we all should get
security cameras, which
is a bloody shame,” added
Brian.

Non-toxic weed control to boost crop production

A NON-TOXIC, environ-
mentally friendly method
of controlling weeds and
pests in  horticultural
crops that has already
proved successful in the
United States and Europe
will now be tested in Aus-
tralia through a $4.74
million project led by La
Trobe University.

Supported by funding
from Hort Innovation, with
co-investment by La Trobe
University and the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and
Fisheries Northern Ter-
ritory, the five-year study
will offer Australian grow-
ers sustainable alterna-
tives to chemical-based
approaches to weed man-
agement.

The project, led by Dr
Ali Bajwa, Senior Lectur-
er in Weed Science and
Agronomy in the Depart-
ment of Ecological, Plant
and Animal Sciences and
the La Trobe Institute for
Sustainable  Agriculture
and Food (LISAF), will in-
vestigate the usefulness of
Anaerobic Soil Disinfesta-
tion (ASD) technology in
Australia.

ASD involves the use of
plant-based carbon sourc-
es, moisture and plastic
soil coverings to create
an oxygen-deprived — or
anaerobic - environment
that is hostile to weeds
and soil-borne pathogens,
causing them to die.

Once weeds are con-
trolled, the soil microbi-
ome can be returned to an
optimal, oxygen-rich aero-
bic environment for grow-
ing crops, enhancing har-
vest quantity and quality.

ASD is in use in other
countries but has not been
trialled in Australia.

In the US, it has seen a
significant reduction in
weed and disease pressure
in horticultural crops and
is being widely adopted.

The study will draw on
this experience through
a collaboration with re-
searchers from Clemson
University in South Caro-
lina.

The project will analyse
the effectiveness of ASD on
several target crops grown
on plastic mulch such as
strawberries, capsicums
and melons in Victoria and
the Northern Territory,
and determine the most
effective carbon sources,
treatment durations and
application timing for the
Australian environment.

Dr Bajwa said ASD was
a low-cost yet sustainable,
eco-friendly way of con-
trolling weeds and soil-
borne pathogens that had
the potential for farmers to
reduce weed infestations
without the use of damag-
ing chemicals.

“Fumigation with nasty
chemicals is the main ap-
proach for controlling

certain weeds and soil-
borne pathogens in plasti-
culture-based horticulture
crops in Australia at the
moment,” Dr Bajwa said.

“As more of these damag-
ing chemicals get banned
for use in horticulture due
to environmental safety
concerns, we will need a
reliable alternative weed
control approach that is
good for the environment
and achieves circular
economy benefits by put-
ting farm byproducts to
great use.

“Our project will inves-
tigate the use of a broad
range of carbon sources,
including biowaste prod-
ucts such as chicken ma-
nure, rice bran, sugarcane
molasses and cottonseed
meal to create the anaero-
bic conditions needed for
effective weed seed de-
struction. “

LISAF Director Profes-
sor Tony Bacic said the
University was delighted
to be partnering with Hort
Innovation Australia to
introduce innovative new
solutions to horticultural
production systems.

“This program offers the
opportunity to utilise sus-
tainable and environmen-
tally friendly solutions to
weed control, as well as
enhancing the profitability
of growers by reducing in-
put costs of production,”
he said.

Brendan Fletcher of Agora Livestock
noted a sharp drop in cow prices at
Tuesday’s Prime Sale. A12 2025

Softer market conditions

TUESDAY'S Leongatha Prime Sale
featured 3930 head of cattle, Brendan
Fletcher of Agora Livestock describing it
as “a cheaper market in places”.

“Quality declined, with finish lacking
throughout and cows representing over
half of the sale,” he said in his market re-
port.

“The cow sale weakened as it ran to av-
erage 45 to 90 cents cheaper under the
weight of numbers, processors loading
cows for an estimated 335 to 527 cents a
kilogram carcass weight.”

Prices lifted up to 20 cents for finished
trade lots, while secondary types suited
to feed and restockers slipped up to 40
cents, Brendan noted.

“Grown steers and bullocks sold firm,
manufacturing steers eased 10 to 25 cents
and finished heavy heifers sold firm,” he
said.

Lardner Park Calf Market Report
Monday, May 12, 2025

Jersey & Jersey X ............. ....$10 to $32
Friesian Bulls .................. ....$32 to $56
Beef BUulls ....coooovvvviniiniininnans. $38 to $325
Beef Heifers ..........cccooeeeeeennnn. $32 to $350
Friesian Heifers .......cc.cocooeeon... $32 to $60

Number of Calves: 302
Number purchased to rear: 50

MR AGRI
ALL AREAS

Phone Greg
0419 393 375
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ME0346

FARM
MORTGAGES LTD

Finance Advanced in Victoria
Investments Accepted
Interest Paid 7.25%+ p.a.

03 5593 3450

JA23018

VLE - LEONGATHA

STORE SALE
2000 carme 2000

THURSDAY, MAY 22, 2025 - Starting at 9am

PLEASE NOTE: 4PM WEDNESDAY CURFEW APPLIES

GROWN STEERS

A/c lvy Park, Buffalo (SEJ)

70 Angus steers, 20-22 mths, Pathfinder blood
A/c Woorra Park, (SEJ)

60 Angus steers, 18 mths, GF, ABF

A/c L & L Chown, Trida (SEJ)

50 Angus steers, 20-22 mths, East Gippsland Bred,
GF & ABF

A/c P & A Van Kuyk, Foster (NUTRIEN)

40 Angus steers, 20-22 mths

A/c Kennington Park, Koonwarra (SEJ)

30 Angus steers, 14-15 mths, All Sired By Top Lawson
Blood Bulls, VB, GF, ABF

A/c BJ Silvey, Foster (SEJ)

17 Hereford steers, 24 mths

10 Angus steers, 18 mths

A/c PJ & DM Fowles, Bena (SEJ)

20 Angus steers, 20 mths

A/c D Jerram, Leongatha (NUTRIEN)

6 Angus steers, 18 mths, Millah Murrah/Rennylea
blood, EU & NE Accred, GF, ABF, VB, Fully Vacc,
Drenched & Multi Min 3/5

A/c A & A Missen, Woodside (NUTRIEN)

6 Angus steers, 16-18 mths

GROWN HEIFERS

A/c Kennington Park, Koonwarra (SEJ)

30 Angus heifers, 14-15 mths, All Sired By Top
Lawson Blood Bulls, VB, GF, ABF

A/c P & A Van Kuyk, Foster (NUTRIEN)

20 Angus heifers, 20-22 mths

A/c A & A Missen, Woodside (NUTRIEN)

10 Angus heifers, 16-18 mths

A/c D Jerram, Leongatha (NUTRIEN)

6 Angus heifers, 18 mths, Millah Murrah/Rennylea
blood, EU & NE Accred, GF, ABF, VB, Fully Vacc,
Drenched & Multi Min 3/5

o
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WEANERS

A/c Dryburgh Ag, Neerim (SEJ)

100 Angus steers, Aug / Sept 24 drop, by Bowman
Angus bulls, weaned, VB, GF, AF, drenched Cydectin
Platinum

A/c J Giliam ‘Ashdale’ Dumbalk (SEJ)

‘ANNUAL DRAFT’

80 Angus steers, 7-8 mths by Dunoon Stud Bulls,
Drenched, vaccinated and weaned, VB, GF, ABF, NE
Accred, very quiet

A/c S Bare’, Hallston (SEJ)

25 Angus steers, 11 mths

25 Angus heifers, 11 mths

2 X 5in1, Battersby blood

A/c M & S Hunt, Boisdale (NUTRIEN)

20 Hereford steers

20 Hereford heifers

12 mths, Newcomen blood

A/c Breeder, A Abrahams, Kilcunda (ES&B)

40 Angus steers, 8-9 mths, by top Banquet Bulls,
Te Mania and Barwidgee blood cows

A/c D & S Burns, Ryanston (SEJ)

12 Angus steers

20 Angus heifers

10-11 mths, Millah Murrah blood lines

A/c P 0’Mara, Glengarry (NUTRIEN)

30 Hereford mixed sex, 10-12 mths

A/c MM & MB Lee, Bundalaguah (PHC)

16 Angus Steers 12 months

8 Hereford Steers 12 months

“Mawarra” Blood, Weaned,

A/c Armstrong & White, Johnsonville (NUTRIEN)
22 Angus weaners, Mawarra bloodlines, NE Accred
A/c J & F Glover, Lang Lang (SEJ)

11 Angus steers, 12-13 mths, By Wattlewood Angus
Bulls

COWS & CALVES

A/c M & J Chatfield, Toora (PHC)
11 x 11 Poll Hereford heifers, 2.5 yo, 1st CAF.
3-4 weeks, pure “Tarwin” blood, not redepastured

w0287
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DIRECTORY

SAVE UP TO $5,000
WHEN YOU REPLACE YOUR
GAS DUCTED HEATING
Ask us how!

MITSUBISHI

ELECTRIC
DIAMOND DEALER

SALE, INSTALLATION
& REPAIR

6 _), citytocoastair.com

B sz 0400 001 465

AIR CONDITIONING

HM11363

PDAIKIN

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

COASTAL

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING
© Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

HM6629

AU22840

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
v Eass Coast

> HVAC

Heating & A/C install and maintenance
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
Nick 0421 170 827

nick(@basscoasthvac.com.au

JA21755

ANTENNAS

PAULS ANTENNAS

« Professionally installing Antennas
+ Data Points TV mounting
« Extra TV points
ALL WORK GUARANTEED
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Same day service. Covering all areas
Call Paul anytime 0402 429 114

JEN1972

VANDERMEER & SONS

Over 25 years experience

Bathrooms a speciality
* Decking * Concrete retainer walls ¢ Kitchens
* Bathrooms - Plastering ¢ Painting
* Pergolas * Renovations
* Doors & window installation ¢ Built-in robes
PAUL VANDERMEER
Mobile: 0427 750 568
FREE QUOTES

V0124

F

BUILDER

SCHMIDTBUILDERS
TRADITIONAL QUALITY CARPENTRY
Specialising in: ® Extensions
e Renovations ® New Homes
Decks & Pergolas
e Stairs-Internal & External

V0088

e Private Jetties ® Retaining Walls

Adam Schmidt 0418 139 352

ABN 75092084574
aschmidtbuilders@bigpond.com

BUILDER

Kol MoCormueck Homes
= Eti T

Specialist builder of period style custom homes.

0428 496 266  f=

brad@bradmccormackhomes.com.au  CDB-U 66015

JEN1971

CARPET CLEANING

. * Carpets  Tiles s'Cars
..* Upholstery ¢ Mattressesw—

Reasonable rates and frlendly service.
. Call David Britt today ]

0400 907 201

HM6631

ASPHALTING

ASPHALT

Schoolgrounds, Driveways
Carparks & repairs

Mike Rowley 0411 412 707
66 Nardoo Street, Cape Paterson 3995

Zap’s Blinds

Free measure & quote
“We come to you”
* Hollands * Sunscreens * Romans
* Canvas awnings * Verticals
. * Timber & aluminium Venetians
| Servicing Gippsliand - Mark & Rachael Zappa

0419 526 080 AH: 5672 3874

JEN1143

BUILDER

Renovating your bathroom?
We specialise in bathroom
renovations and general
carpentry.

LB1093

David Cowan 5«
Builder —

0425 811443 CoWAN

Reg. DB-L71510

= -0

* Domestic
* NDIS cleaning

Call Ashley:
0417 351 526

South Gippsland

JEN2304

Email: ashleypttrsn009@gmail.com

CONCRETING

SG CONCRETING .
LANDSCAPING : @

House Slabs - Driveways
Shed Floors - Paths
Retaining Walls

Property Maintenance
s.g.concreting@hotmail.com

IAN 0431105213

IBASS COAST

CONCRETING

0491 950 6490

HM9644

==

—
James Dell

10 Ashenden Street

| Leongatha, Vic, 3953
i 5662 3891

L ', admin@gardnerelectronics.com.au

Gardner Electronics

Security/Access control « CCTV « TV
» Data/Phone * Home Theatre * PA

LB0703

FiLOOE
. BN

& CARPET ONE
s e |I|||:§|_1. for lass
LET US GIVE YOU A QUOTE

carpetone.com.au
21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi
5672 2915

JA21812

CURTAINS & BLINDS

dc b value in every dollar

JA19734

Il curtains [ blinds

B shutters

dollar curtains  blinds

21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi 5672 2915
www.dollarcurtainsandblinds.com.au

% outdoor

GARAGE DOORS & GATES

ABN: 85202917027

ROLLER DOORS
SECTIONAL DOORS
AUTOMATED GATES

SALES, SERVICE & REPAIRS
EMAIL: gandrgaragedoors@outlook.com
RUSS: 0415679778 GAV: 0400 217 595

LB1075

DECK RESTORATION

'ﬁi‘“« DeckSeal

L
BEFORE

Specialists in restoration
& preservation of timber decks §

Residential & Commercial |

DINGO SERVICES

® Dingo (rubber tracks) ® 2 ton excavator
® Post hole boring

HM2969

® Bucket work
® Rotary Hoe
® Trenching

Operating locally
since 2001

0408 387722

CONCRETING

LEO MASTERSON

CONCRETING

¢ Exposed aggregate ® Driveways
e Crossovers ® Cow lanes
e Factories @ Shed floors

Call Leo: 0419 580 301

CONCRETING

REINFORCED CONCRETE
SOUTH GIPPSLAND

For all your

concreting needs
Phone: 0447 137 009

Email:
reinforcedconcreteaustralia@gmail.com
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EARTHMOVING & TREES

EARTH MOVING & TREES

TREVOR BUNN 0427 572 270
E: tbunn@outlook.com.au
MACHINERY:
* CAT326 Excavator 26 tonne
* CATD7 Bulldozer 25 tonne
* Giltrap Tip Trailers 16 tonne
* MF 7615 4WD tractor with front
end loader (180 horsepower) « Power grader
* Scraper ¢ Large wood chipper that can
handle any size logs, alternative to burning

g

LB1212

'-F

HM9101

For all your electrical works including
- Domestic upgrades
- Maintenance and Repairs
- TV, data and home networking
- Lighting installations & upgrades
- Kitchen appliances install

JOEL SHARPE 0412 950 720 : l

www . jselectricians.com.au

//\ : -
TINMAN |

ROOF PLUMBING &
SHED INSTALLATION

0401 664 960

lic no. 100762

* Garages
& sheds
* Supply & install
* Supply only
* Install only

V0153

GUTTER CLEANING

0 VN @

South East Gutter Cleaning
Servicing Gippsland

BEN 0450 186 235

se.guttercleaning@gmail.com
Vacuum Gutter Cleaning
Solar Panel Cleaning

=3 QD=

Advertise your business in the
Sentinel-Times

TRADESK;SERVICES
per edition

$ 50 full colour

$33.70 per edition mono
(Min of five consecutive editions)
Send the details of
your advertisement to:

ads@sgst.com.au
or phone 5672 1888

We accept: E @

DIRECTORY




.

GUTTER CLEANING

VACUUM
GUTTER CLEANING

Tree Pruning & Removals | Solar Panel Cleaning
Fully insured and 20 years experience

LB1002

FREE QUOTES

Phone Lochie

IMPACT N\ fhoneochie

TREES & GUTTERS ' Servicing all areas EIF

Vacuum Gutter Cleaning | Tree Pruning & Removals impacttg@bigpond.com
HOME & GARDEN

Gippsland Home & Garden Maintenance

» Lawns - small acreages, large residential blocks

» Customised holiday property packages -\:

e Seasonal fruit tree pruning /
plus gardening

» Complete bathroom reno’s ywyofqmy

¢ Tiling, Grouting and expert
pressure cleaning  John 0414 917 468

» Painting Call now for a quote!

HOME MAINTENANCE

TOTAL HOME MAINTENANCE
AND IMPROVEMENTS

JEN1407

Your total trades service for your home.
Over 30 years of Residential Expertise.
Quality workmanship guaranteed.

Call Andy: 0431 422 468

JEN2337

TRADES

LOCKSMITH

Daniel Mochrie

03 4160 0522
0472 760 362

Servicing South Gippsland
and Surrounding areas

Safe & Sound Locksmiths
o

info@safeandsoundlocksmiths.com s
Safeandsoundlocksmiths.com — —)

ME0288

WELSHPOOL
OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT n
welshpooloutdoors@bigpond.com.au
19 Main Street, Welshpool, VIC, 3966
PAINTING SERVICE
MIKE FERNLEY

OUTDOORS
@ WORKSHOP REPAIRS
e
e = !_u
0488 158 556

V0144

Bass coast
HOME MAINTENANCE |
& IMPROVEMENTS

For all repairs and
improvements to your home.
Quality workmanship at affordable prices.

Call Peter: 0466 115 776

Registered Builder - No: DB-U 4466

L

LB1296

HYGIENE SERVICES

medic ©

e (ollection of clinical and related waste including sharps
e Servicing ALL washroom related products
- Sanitary units, nappy units
- Air freshener units, W/C & urinal deep cleans
e FREE clinical and related waste audits Servicing all of

o Confidentis . isnosal serviee  Victoria and Southern
Confidential document disposal service Now Sonth Wides

Phone:1800 medico (1800 633 426)

www.medicoservices.com.au 100% Australian owned and operated

LANDSCAPING & CONCRETING
A.B LANDSCAPING

e Retaining Walls e Paving
e Small Brick Repairs
e Concreting e Landscaping

SMALL JOBS WELCOME

Phone Andrew 0408 822 263

Call 131 546

v/ FREE QUOTES

Jim‘j’__‘,,_..;_' e v Fu.IIy insured
v Police checked

L]

Mﬂ ' "19 v OH&S compliant
Meed it Done? v/ All work guaranteed
Jims the One | RISKFREE |
Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning, hedging,
rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, weeding,

mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

HYGIENE SERVICES
WASTE DISPOSAL

B0700

;

JEN2335

LB0701

& cFmoTa
Ph: 03 5688 1304
~==  ORIGIN GAS DELIVERIES ~ origin
BRUSH STROKES
No job oo small :
| eanter

V0219

(| lpaiiTER

Leo: 0423 272 332

PAINTER

LOCAL
PAINTER '

Aden Vandermeer.

'

Wonthaggiand
surrounding areas. -
FREE QUOTE.

0439 5271 14

XSERVICES

DIRECTORY

PLASTERER

LOOKING FOR A PLASTERER?

All aspects of
Rendering & Plastering
New and existing homes

FJMAROTTA
RENDERING & PLASTERING

0400599 170

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumpting@outlook.com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

LR

JEN0276

|

REMOVALISTS & STORAGE

ﬁ%novaﬂists
& Storage

Local &
Interstate
* Domestic
Cleaning
* House
Cleaning
* Storage

Gt Fbove o0 Hioresa (Freecall)
1800 441 259 or 0418 303 652
Email: stevesuckling007@gmail.com

LB1366

ROOF RESTORATION

$.0.5.ROOFING

YOUR LOCAL ROOFER
¢ Find and fix leaks ® Roof repainting
* Roofing repointing ¢ Valley renewal
* Roof demossing ¢ Guttering ¢ Gutter cleaning

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Call Steve 0412 160 071

SAV INDUSTRIES

AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD.

YOUR ROOF RESTORATION SPECIALIST
CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTE!!
Cameron Saviane 0407 639 516
Email: savindustries@outlook.com.au

JEN1982

V0250

PAINTER / DECORATOR

M & J PAINTING
All aspects of painting

SPECIALISING IN 4)

PRE-SALE MAKEOVERS H

Commercial/Scheduled maintenance
Reliable and prompt

Call Mal 0448 101 771

LB0382

South Gippsland
Security Services

* Patrols * Guards ¢ Alarm responses
* Alarm monitoring
Your local security company for
Leongatha, Korumburra & district
Call Peter & Lesley Allman 5662 4280
Mob. 0427 516 317. Fax 5662 4259.
Lic. No. 655-194-505  sgsecurity@bigpond.com

JEN1988

PET CREMATIONS

Mates

Pearly

P e

Pearly Mates Pet Cremations is a family business
based right here in South Gippsland. We can collect
your pet from your home or your Vet.

If we can help ring Kylie or Jonathan on
0488 373 429 | www.pearlymates.com.au

o~
]
&
]
S
<
<

B e

iIslande ne;g‘?

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

i
——
R ]

1300534 110 _

LB0165

STEEL & ROOFING SUPPLIES

McRae Engineering

GENERAL FABRICATION, STRUCTURAL STEEL,
FARM AND EARTHMOVING,
MACHINERY REPAIRS, SHEDS, DAIRIES ETC.

LB0702

CONSIDER IT !TH?HIE'| =

DELIVERIES ARRANGED OR PICK UPS WELCOME

5664 7408 | 0427 343 498 | 134 Whitelaw St, Meeniyan
shaun@mcraeengineering.net.au

/e

RS/

APOLLO TILING

WALL & FLOOR
WATERPROOFING & SCREEDING

& Prusidig Qeally Sorvee @

Servicing Nyora, Loch and Korumburra

steve 0425 815 764

* Over 10 years

EEESTT REES :
S I expertise.
* Tree care and advice * Tree shaping

* Pruning * Hedging * Removal
* Mulching « Stump grinding

CALL BRENDAN RYAN 0448169 258

Ty
TREE X,

THEE SERVIEE |

AC0731

* Free Quotes.

* Qualified Arborist
and Fully Insured.

JA22551

|

Fully Insured

Contracting

Cherry Picker
Qualified Arborist
Qualified Climber
Chipper/Tree Removals
Stump Grinding

LB1032

www.treex.com.au
Office

0493 425 800

TREE SERVICES

Duane Thomas

0409 968 040

Gippsland
Tree Services

Matt Harris
0407 245 381

* . Arborists - Large Ewp
» Mulching - Insured
- Tree Removals

10+ Years Experience

Permanent
waste solutions

Call the commercial and residential
waste specialists today!

5672 2056

www.wheelawaste.com.au

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

| WESTERNPORT

'{ WINDOWS AND HOME MAINTENANCE

MARK
P: 0418 686 583

ALUMINIUM & TIMBER WINDOW REPLACEMENT
DECKS | PERGOLAS | VERANDAS

LB0384
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DEATHS

BONGERS
(nee McDermott),
Marjorie Patricia

(Marg):

30.12.1936 - 16.05.2025.

Loved wife of Piet, and
the late Bruce Sinclair.

Loved mother of Patsy
(dec.), Marty and Julie,
Gary, Sam and
Jo-Anne, Heather
and Jim.

Loved “Granny Mac” of
3 granddaughters and
7 great grandchildren.

Forever in
our Hearts.

JOHNSTON
(nee Bolding),
Gail Frances:

Passed away
unexpectedly and
peacefully at home on
May 13, 2025.

Loved wife of Phillip.

Loving mum and
mother-in-law of
Nathan and Jacinta,
Adam and Heidi.

Adored nanna to
Patrick, Alex, Madi,
Louisa, Jake and
Samara.

Loved sister and
sister-in-law to Ron
and Helen.

Forever in our hearts.

For funeral details go
to www.handleyand
andersonfunerals.
com.au

MILLER, Alan:

Vale Alan Miller. The
members of Wonthaggi
RSL Sub-branch
extend our sincere
condolences to the
family of Alan on the
passing of our dear
committee member,
Veteran, friend, and
mentor Al.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE
12 NOON
MONDAYS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

DEATHS

SUCKLING
(nee Priestley),
Gwenda Joyce:

15.09.1938 - 15.05.2025.

Loved wife of John
(dec.).

Loving mother of John,
Kerry, Julie, Wayne,
Michelle, Colin, Peter
and Stephen.

Nan to all her
grandchildren and
great grandchildren.

Forever in
our hearts.

TAYLOR,
John Lewis:

18.07.1936 - 08.05.2025.

Dearly loved
husband of June.

Adored dad of Colin
and Janet, Jenny and
Peter and Tricia
and Alex.

Cherished pop of
Adam and Brea, Ben
and Jessie, Cameron

and Renee, Ryan,
Lachlan, Ainsley and

Chris, Jared and
Melissa, Ellen and Tim

and Callum and
Annalisa.

Treasured ‘Poppy Jack’
of Jack, Nolan, Riley,
Lance, Charlotte,
Hazel, Angus, Celeste,
Audrey, Hattie
and Alfie.

Celebrating a
life well lived.

FUNERALS

BONGERS:

A Memorial Service to
Celebrate the Life of
Mrs. Marjorie Patricia

(Marg) Bongers will be

held at the Uniting
Church, Ridgway,
Mirboo North, on

Monday, May 26, 2025,

commencing 2pm.

FUNERALS

SUCKLING:
An Informal Gathering
for Mrs. Gwenda Joyce
Suckling will be held at
the Graveside,
Wonthaggi Cemetery
on Thursday, May 22,
2025, commencing
at 11am.

TAYLOR:
A Celebration of the
Life of Mr. John Lewis
Taylor was held at St
John’s Anglican

Church, Raglan Street
Port Albert at 1pm on
Friday, May 16, 2025,
followed by burial in
the Yarram Cemetery.

l GFPLLAME

..“.I.". a

FERRIER,
Violet May:
Passed 24.05.1982.

Love and memories
forever.

Son John and
grandson Peter.

R.LP.

BEREAVEMENT
THANKS

HAMILTON, Bob:
Sue and family would
like to thank everyone
for their love, support,
cards and flowers on

Bob’s passing.

Thank you to Rose
Lodge staff and
Doctors for their

kindness and care they
provided Bob.

Special thanks to
Scott, Sharon and staff
at Handley and
Anderson Funerals for
Bob’s wonderful

send off.
W Il
HA 3 LEY e;rﬁ:}”'Yery
FUNERALS
iD= AT FOR LE
CUTTRISS: FIlI“G

A Memorial Service to
Celebrate the Life of
Kevin Michael (Kev)

Cuttriss will be held at

The Dalyston Football
Netball Club Rooms,

20 Tulloch Street,
Dalyston on Saturday,
May 24, 2025,
commencing at 11am.

For live-streaming go
to www.handleyand

andersonfunerals.
com.au

CABINETS

Brand new with
an anti-tilt
safety feature
Available in 2, 3
and 4 drawers.
Over 8 colours to
choose from.
Order now at the
Sentinel-Times
Wonthaggi office
47 McBride Avenue
5672 1888

HMC14130

FOR SALE

FIREWOOD:
Blue Gum $150
per 1 M3.

Ph: Joe 0417 530 662.

FIREWOOD:
2 cubic metre loads.
$300.
Contact-5657 3291.

HAY:

Small squares, this
season, good quality,
$14 per bale,
delivered.
Phone 5657 3291.

HOLDEN BARINA:
2011, auto, reg 06/26
and aircon.
Only 52,890kms.
Vin-KL35A696-
JBB223443.
$7000 o.n.o.
Ph-0439 749 280.

OLD PORT
POULTRY FARM:
18 week old Isa Brown
laying hens.
Available from Sunday
01.06.2025 $32 each.
Pick up Alberton.
Ph: 0438 832 535.

POP UP CARAVAN:
2019 Avan Cruiseliner
1D Adventure pack.
Good condition.
$28,000 o.n.o.
Phone- 0408 218 634.

GARAGE SALES

KORUMBURRA:
53 Princes St,
Saturday, 24 and
Sunday, 25 May.
8am-2pm.

USED CARS
TRUCKS & TRACTORS

BASS COAST

CAR REMOVALS

We pay you for your
unwanted cars,
4x4’s & trucks

We can remove farm
scrap metal for free.
Towing now available.
Call Shane
7 days a week
5678 2002 or
0407 599 616

JENC5058

NOTICE TO
ADVERTISERS:

Advertisements offering a
used motor car for sale must
include in the advertisement:
(a) The cash price of the
motor car; and
(b) Whichever of the
following is applicable...
« If the motor car is
registered, the registration
number; or
« If the motor car is
unregistered, the engine
number of the vehicle.

HMC14139

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Proudly supporting
families across the
Gippsland Region

Office & Chapel
24 Anderson Street, Leongatha
03 56 622 717

www.handleyfuneralservices.com.au

24 hours, 7 days a week
A.FD.A

JAC0099

» :

— and operated by
e Scott & Sharon

\ Anderson

4 ﬁ " | 56721074

I |;m|:|]r:}'&'1m|m“5ﬂn

Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi
3085 Loch-Wonthaggi Road, Wonthaggi
(PO Box 35)

Cowes office (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171

Email: info@handafunerals.com.au
www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au
AFDA.

ST E

Locally owned

JENC5055
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WANTED TO BUY

MEETINGS

WANTED ANTIQUES, —
COLLECTABLES, M
VINTAGE, AND gﬂ
SHED STUFF: 2% e
Cash paid. g™
0417 108 286.
KILCUNDA-BASS
CRICKET CLUB

AGM

Sunday, June 1

@ Lifeline

HELP IS AS
TELEPHONE at 2.00pm
San Remo Hotel
13 11 14 | || 145 Marine Parade

JENC5264

Dive into
a careerin
water

Join our team and
experience life, work'and
play in the beautiful

Bass Coast.

Senior Water
Treatment

Operator

(Ongoing full time, band 5)

Make a splash in our
treatment team as a Senior
Water Treatment Operator.

Lead the operation of
Westernport Water’s
treatment facilities and
systems, delivering high-
quality drinking water to our
community.

Applications close 1 June 2025

For application details go to
www.westernportwater.com.au

A WESTERNPORT

SITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANT

Shallow Inlet Camping and
Rec Reserve require
Caretakers for

season 2025 - 2026

Starting November 2025
to April 2026.
For more information contact
committee on 0428 514 393.

JEN2338

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE:

Much hardship and difficulty is caused to
jobseekers by misleading advertisements
placed in the employment columns.

Our Positions Vacant / Situations Vacant
columns are reserved for advertisements
which carry a specific and genuine offer of
employment.

Ads for ‘Business Opportunities’,
‘Commission Only/Sales,” training courses
and employment services should be
submitted under those headings.

Placing misleading job ads is an offence
against the ACL and all advertisements
are subject to the publisher’s approval.
For further advice contact the Australian
Competition and Consumer Commission on
1300 302 502 or Consumer Affairs Victoria.

I*-l?,l' FOSTER SERVICE CENTRE

-
BEMWICIE

VPSP L DD AT O

Light Vehicle Mechanic

House available for suitable applicant in
Foster and help relocating.

Full time and part time options available

We are seeking a Light Vehicle Mechanic to
join our modern and growing business. We
work on a wide range of vehicles, handling
everything from servicing and maintenance
to repairs, as well as installing Ironman 4x4
accessories and upgrades.

Preferred Experience:

* Qualified Light Vehicle Mechanic

+ 3-4 year apprentices are also encouraged
to apply

What We Offer:

» Competitive wages above the industry
award, negotiable based on experience

* A spacious, state-of-the-art workshop and
modern office with all the necessary tools
and equipment for efficient workflow

* A friendly, supportive team with a great
reputation for quality work

If you're looking to join a thriving business
with opportunities for growth, we’d love to
hear from you!

How to Apply:

Call or email Clint to discuss this
opportunity on 0356 821 211 or
fosterservicecentre@gmail.com

JEN2339

We look forward to meeting you!

Visit our website: www.sgst.com.au

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

HAEWDOD FUNETALS

Family owned and locally based Funeral
Directors. We bring 25 years experience
to families in Traralgon, Morwell,
Churchill, Moe, Trafalgar, Korumburra
and surrounding areas.

THE CHOICE IS YOURS

Practical, sensible and affordable.
We offer both at-need and pre-paid
funerals. Dignity and Respect, always.

CREMATION PACKAGES
FROM $3,300

www.harwoodfunerals.com.au
For 247 support 0405 669 532

JENC5061

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

MILKINS
FUNERALS

Inc. Wonthaggi Funeral Services. Est 1973.

— Servicing all distrigts ~
~ Chapel facilities available ~

For prompt and personalised
service phone

WONTHAGGI 5672 3123

PHILLIP ISLAND 5952 3485

PRE-ARRANGED AND PRE-PAID
FACILITIES AVAILABLE

Office - 102 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

JENC5059
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BOOKKEEPER (part time)

Your local community radio station South Coast FMis looking for a
bookkeeper to join the team at their Wonthaggi studio.

This part time paid role
(10 hours per week - days and hours by negotiation),
will maintain the station’s financial records
using Reckon (Quickbooks).

For a Position Description go to southcoastfm.au/jobs.

Applications to manager@southcoastfm.au,
closing on Friday 13 June 2025 unless filled prior.

JA23068

_ﬁﬁm;h

Property Development Officer Gippsland Water

With our 2040 Vision and Strategy guiding us toward our vision - to be a trusted partner,
advancing water services to support customer and community aspirations - we are seeking a
skilled, enthusiastic and community focused person to join us.

South Gippsland Water is a diverse, community-oriented organisation and offer the following:

« Strong focus on career opportunities, professional development and training

« Highly flexible work options, including modified hours and/or work weeks

* Employee Assistance Program and broad wellbeing offers

» Family friendly workplace, including Paid Parental Leave

« Attractive Salary Packaging options available (eligibility conditions apply)

* Flexibility to work from home, with base location at any of our offices in Wonthaggi, Foster or
Leongatha

Diversity is celebrated and respected as important for our wellbeing and success. Through
our Equity, Inclusion and Diversity Strategic Plan, Gender Equality Action Plan and upcoming
Reconciliation Action Plan we are actively working to address the gender pay gap, create
opportunities for underrepresented groups and partner with Traditional Owners.

» Permanent Part-Time — 0.6 FTE (3 full days per week or 4 short days per week)
« SGW Enterprise Agreement Band 4 - $64,567.24 - $68,246.96 (pro-rata applies for part-
time) + Leave Loading + Superannuation

Please go to https://www.sgwater.com.au/careers/
for more details about SGW, the role and how to apply

Applications Close Thursday, May 29, 2025 at 5pm

Is your employment
opportunity
listed online?

Advertise your job vacancy in the Sentinel-Times and get a
FREE listing in our online and searchable directory at

www.sgst.com.au

Email your job adverts to: ads@sgst.com.au
DEADLINE: Fridays 3.30pm

Sentinel-Times

JEN2341

fieds

DEADLINES

Classified single column
Mondays 12.00 noon
Classified double column
Fridays 3.30pm

Please notethat double column advertisements
requiring a proof must be received at least two
hours prior to deadline and proofs will not be
provided for single column advertisements.

TO ADVERTISE

Phone:
5672 1888

Email:
ads@sgst.com.au

In person:

47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi
36 McCartin St, Leongatha

Mail:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi

L R(N(9)

Office Hours:
9am-5pm Monday to Friday

Payments accepted:
St Visa

Advertising conditions:

Full name and address of advertiser must be
supplied even though not necessarily
included in advertisement.

The publishers reserve the right to omit and
alter any advertisement. Please check your
ad is correct the first day it appears. While
every care is taken to ensure your ad is
correct, errors can occur. We regret that we
cannot be responsible for any errors beyond
the first day if you fail to bring it to our
attention.

All advertisements must be prepaid unless
client has an existing credit facility. Accounts
are due and payable on the due date as
shown on the account.

The Motor Car Traders Regulations:

States that from July 1, 1998 all
advertisements for used vehicles including
motorcycles must include the cash price
of vehicle and registration number or
engine number if not registered.

Sentinel-Times

Winter Stocks

By Meg Viney
Chicken stock

THIS is a repeat, because I have
learned that many readers still buy
chicken stock. So expensive and very in-
ferior, so I am repeating this in the hope
that you can give this a really good try

If you have a slow cooker, so much the
better. The stock is cooked for about 24
hours by which time the flavour is won-
derful, and the stock has a natural gela-
tine in it (great for thickening cold soups).

Ingredients:

* 500gm chicken thighs

* 2 carrots, chopped roughly
* 2 4 litres of water

* 1 tsp salt

Method:

Place all ingredients in the slow cook-
er, cover and put on high for an hour,
then onto low and cook for 24 hours.

Strain the stock, and remove the
thighs to a bowl to cool, then remove the
meat, discard the bones and treat your
dog or cat to the meat. They adore it!

The stock can be frozen in smaller
portions or use the lot to make min-
estrone soup (previously published).

Beef Stock

A bit more complicated than chicken
stock, but if you have ever had really
good French onion soup, you will be
willing to have a go.

Ingredients:

* 750gm meaty beef bones/oxtail/
ossobuco

* 2 onions, cut into 6 segments

* 1 carrot, chopped into chunks

2 sticks celery

* 2 sprigs each parsley and thyme

* 2 bay leaves (optional)

* A dozen peppercorns

* 1 Y tsp salt

* 2 Y litres water

Method:

In a baking pan, spread the beef
bones, onions and carrot.

Drizzle with a little olive oil and brown
in a 220 oven for 30 minutes. It will be
brown.

Transfer to a stock pot and deglaze the
baking pan with water, scraping up all
the brown bits.

Add 2 Y litres water, celery, herbs,
peppercorns and salt.

Bring to the boil, then turn the heat to
very low, cover and cook for 24 hours
(may be done in slow cooker).

When cool, strain off the stock and
discard the solids.

This may be frozen.

French onion soup next week.

Photo: KamranAydinov on Freepik.
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Making a real
difference in the
lives of people
across Bass Coast.

If you can give, please
give where you live.
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View Clubs seek
support for
Winter Appeal

INVERLOCH and Wonthaggi View
Clubs are urging the local commu-
nity to give generously to The Smith
Family’s Winter Appeal this year, to
support thousands of children and
young people experiencing disadvan-
tage with their education.

It comes as The Smith Family’s
latest Community Attitudes Survey
(CAS) of the Australian public shows
four out of five respondents (83 per
cent) believe that tackling childhood
poverty should be a top national pri-
ority.

The Smith Family’'s CEO Doug Tay-
lor says, “Poverty shouldn’t limit a
child’s potential”, which is why the
charity is launching its Winter Ap-
peal. The Appeal aims to raise almost
S8 million by the end of June 2025 to
support students experiencing disad-
vantage by providing access to proven
out-of-school educational programs.

“The results of our Community
Attitudes Survey show Australians
recognise poverty has an impact on
a child’s education,” Mr Taylor says.
However, what many people don't see
are the hidden impacts of disadvan-
tage and the incredible emotional, so-
cial and academic toll that can have
on students during and after their
schooling,

“But the right educational support
at the right time through The Smith
Family’s evidence-based programs
can make all the difference to those
students and give them the tools and
resources to fulfil their potential.

“By donating to the Winter Appeal,
Australians can help young people
most in need by giving them access
to extra learning tools, so they can get
the most out of their education and
create better futures for themselves.”

The Smith Family’s student2stu-
dent is a one-on-one program that
brings an older and younger student
together to read once a week.

Learning clubs are a free, after-
school-hours support program that
offers tutoring and helps students
with homework and assignments.

VIEW is also the largest community
sponsor of students on The Smith
Family’s Learning for Life program,
with Inverloch Club supporting 10
students and Wonthaggi supporting
six students throughout its fundrais-
ing activities.

Crews worked together to

extricate and treat a patient
from a gas leak in the mine.

Wonthaggi
emergency services
practice mine rescue

EMERGENCY services from
Wonthaggi headed to Wonthaggi
State Coal Mine on Tuesday,
May 18 for a multi-agency train-
ing session. Coordinated by the
Parks Victoria team Wonthaggi
SES, CFA, Bass Coast Ambu-
lance Victoria paramedics and
Bass Coast Shire MERO turned
out for the gas leak patients need-
ing extrication scenario alongside
State Coal Mine volunteers.

.
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Korumburra Secondary College debutante ball. Top, from left, Archer Curtis, William Dowe!
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11, Jack Fincher, Chas; De Grandi,

Toby Zuidema, James Barry, Fraser Shaw, Jules Bennett, Jayson Kirkbride, Thomas Walker, Owen Maskell. Third row, Billy
Wilson, Zachary Shearer, Clayton Quaife, Xavier Nicholls, Ruby Hussey, Bree Reid, Molly Boulter, Mikayla Dundas, Bryce
Broadmore, Gavin Monson, Thomas Geary, William Asmus. Second row, Shane Gray (dance teacher), Ruby Jobling, Lily Jacobs,
Erica Begg, Georgia Kyle, Layla Cecil, Amber Chapman Wright, Natalie Churchill, Maia Whiteside, Lily Hanily, Chloe Fildes,
Naomi Pether, Heather Powell (Dance Teacher). Front row, Jessica Lynch, Emma Gardiner, Frankie Fowles (flower girl), Dr
Lynn Huguenin (special guest), Dr Phil Huguenin (special guest), Sheree Duran (special guest), Roger Kyle (page boy), Isabel
McNaughon, and Nyah Gilliatte.

Korumburra Secondary College 42nd Debutante Ball

ON SATURDAY night the
Korumburra Secondary Col-
lege Community Engagement
Group were proud to hold
the 42nd annual Debutante
Ball at the Korumburra Rec-
reation Centre, it was a fabu-
lous evening which saw 19
couples presented to Dr Phil
Huguenin, Dr Lynn Huguenin
and Sherre Duran, all local
medical professionals who

have represented our wonder-
ful nurses and doctors in our
community.

Our debutantes and partners
danced nine wonderfully cho-
reographed dances and should
be proud of themselves for
nailing it on the night. We had
some much needed rain in the
evening but the sound on the
roof of the Rec Centre was wel-
comed by all that attended.

The basketball stadium
was again transformed into a
beautiful space where nearly
400 locals enjoyed the event
and watched the kids elegantly
entertain the crowd for three
hours, creating lifelong memo-
ries for all.

The special person dance
is always a highlight, from
mums, dads, grandpar-
ents, and special persons all

getting the chance to dance
with our debutantes to an
acoustic version of Sweet Child
of Mine was a beautiful mo-
ment and everyone did so well
despite there being 78 people
on the crowded dance floor.

If you are interested in par-
ticipating in the Korumburra
Debutante Ball in 2026, please
contact Sam Norrey on 0407
051 221 to secure your place.

~ NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE & ADULT LEARNING NEWS ~

LAST Wednesday, Milpara
hosted a fabulous afternoon
tea to celebrate Neighbour-
hood House Week and allow
our volunteers, members and
staff to share their love of the
Milpara Community.

We had participants from
Singing, Mahjong, Bookclub,
Games and Giggles, Men's
Shed and the Hospital Com-
munity Gardens, as well as
people new to town, all chat-
ting over cuppas and cake in
the foyer of our home, the Ko-
rumburra Community Hub.

If you are interested in join-
ing in some of our many ac-
tivities, please check out

MILPARA COMMUNITY HOUSE

our Term Program online at
milparacommunityhouse.org.
au or pick one up at the Mil-
para Community House Of-
fice.

“Living at Home for Longer”

Our health needs change as
we age, but one thing stays
the same: our desire to re-
main living in our own home.
Milpara will be hosting a free
information session, deliv-
ered by Latrobe Community
Health Service on Thursday,
May 29, 11.30am - 12.30pm.

You can hear service experts
explain how you can access
government funding to help
you continue living in your

own home - well into your
senior years. Tailored for
those aged 65 years and old-
er. The seminar also provides
advice on navigating the ‘My
Aged Care’ system. The semi-
nar covers eligibility, Avail-
able programs, and costs.
Our Customer Service offi-
cer will endeavour to answer
your questions and assist if
required to help you access
these programs.

If you would like to attend
this Living at Home for Longer
seminar, please let us know.
We are taking bookings for
this information session now.

Laura Corbert from Latrobe

Community Health Ser-
vice will also be available at
Milpara Community House
one day each month to per-
sonally guide you through
the My Aged Care registration
process. Making it easier than
ever to get the help you need,
when you need it. The first
session will be Tuesday, June
10, 10am to 2pm.

Bookings are essential.
Phone Milpara on 5655 2524.

F———"
e

15 Little Commercial Street, Korumburra PH: (03) 5655 2524 www.milparacommunityhouse.org.au ﬂ

THE current housing market
has left a lot of people — particu-
larly those under 40 — thinking
they’ll never be able to afford
their own home. What if we told
you this might not be true?

This Wednesday, May 21, BCAL
will be presenting a financial lit-
eracy session in partnership
with the Bass Coast Community
Foundation. Called ¢entsible, the
presentation will cover many ar-
eas of financial literacy including
budgeting, banking, and how to
buy a house!

We all deal with day-to-day
expenses but increasing your
financial literacy can help
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increase your security, no matter
what your income level may be.
And because it's all about
making your money work
harder for you, the session is
free! What have you got to lose?

B WONTHAGGI

COMMUNITY GARDEN

New garden members have
been busy planting cool season
vegies and herbs. They have
chosen broccoli, garlic, lettuce,
coriander and Asian greens.

It's a welcome sight for reg-
ular volunteers to see plots
coming to life after a long dry
spell over late summer and

early autumn.

The Bass Coast Children’s
Centre’s garden is also flour-
ishing, with a lovely show of
mixed lettuces and flowers
coming on.

Volunteers extend a warm
welcome to Connecting 2 Aus-
tralia’s gardeners, and Tuk.
And say a fond farewell to
Joan, who inspired the garden-
ers with her very productive
plot over more than five years.

B WONTHAGGI
WOODCRAFTERS
The Woodies’ reference li-
brary, mentioned a few weeks

ago, is now completed.

New shelves have been in-
stalled, the books have been
arranged, and they are all be-
ing put into a computerised
catalogue.

The publications provide
an invaluable resource for
woodworking techniques, and
also ideas for members look-
ing to try something new and
different.

Bow Cood
et Lt miFeg

239 White Rd, Wonthaggi PH: (03) 5672 3115 www.bcal.vic.edu.au ﬂ




SOUTH GIPPSLAND
BRIDGE CLUB

TEAMS Championship results — May 16
at Inverloch Angling Club:

The Johnston team comprising Deb-
bie Anglim, Clive Hope and John French
came home with a wet sail from third
place after week one to win the event
with 148 points.

The Stiles, Loughran, Martin and
Sands team on 141 were second.

Third place, on 140 points the Sund,
Gibson, Rowlands and Currier team.

Many thanks to the two directors Mary
Brewis and Neville Chapman who en-
sured the competition’s smooth running
over the two-week event.

May 13 at Wonthaggi RSL: Nationwide
Pairs’ Event.

First: Mike Dooley and Bronwyn Sund
60.94 per cent average board score. Sec-
ond: Ruth Harvey and Susan Edwards
56.48. Third: Hannah Martin and Mau-
reen Stiles 54.69. Fourth: Nev and Phil-
lip Chapman 53.65. Fourth: Kathy Dowd
and Anne Somerville 51.04.

LEONGATHA SMALL
BORE RIFLE CLUB

2025: 50m Bench Pennant - Section A:

Round 1: FPTRC A 745.41 defeated
Leongatha A 745.037. David Garrett:
250.12. Kenneth Hart: 249.15 Chris-
topher Sargant: 246.10. Jack Sargant:
244.09.

Round 2: Leongatha A 746.37 defeated
Albury A 736.32. David Garrett: 249.13.
Christopher Sargant: 249.12. Jack Sar-
gant: 248.12. Kenneth Hart: 238.05

Round 3: Leongatha A 745.38 defeated
Ballarat East 1 738.32. David Garrett:
249.18. Christopher Sargant: 249.12.
Kenneth Hart: 247.08. Jack Sargant:
245.10.

Round 4: Leongatha A 747.45 defeated
Benalla 742.33. Kenneth Hart: 250.11.
David Garrett: 249.16. Christopher Sar-
gant: 248.18. Jack Sargant: 248.17.

Round 5: Leongatha A 748.38 defeat-
ed Kyabram A 735.29. Jack Sargant:
250.12. Christopher Sargant: 249.14.
David Garrett: 249.12. Kenneth Hart:
245.13.

Ladder: FPTRC A 20, Leongatha A 16,
Benalla 12, Ballarat East 1 8, Albury A 4
and Kyabram A O.

2025: 50m Bench Pennant - Section D:

Round 1: Leongatha B 727.36 defeated
FPTRC C 721.20. Bradley Hall: 247.15.
Peter Gallus: 247.13. Allan Ross: 233.08.
William Ross: 231.01. Cameron David-
son: x216.03.

Round 2: Wangaratta 2 730.23 defeat-
ed Leongatha B 726.23. Bradley Hall:
246.08. Peter Gallus: 245.09. William
Ross: 235.06. Allan Ross: 231.06. Cam-
eron Davidson: x223.05.

Round 3: Sale B 733.35 defeated Leon-
gatha B 722.22. Bradley Hall: 247.09. Pe-
ter Gallus: 244.08. William Ross: 231.05.
Allan Ross: 204.01. Cameron Davidson:
x224.01.

Round 4: Leongatha B 735.25 defeat-
ed Kyabram B 718.18. Bradley Hall:
248.11. Peter Gallus: 248.08. William
Ross: 239.06. Allan Ross: 230.03.

Round 5: Leongatha B 730.31 defeat-
ed Numurkah B 642.10. Peter Gallus:
249.15. Bradley Hall: 246.10. William
Ross: 235.06. Allan Ross: 229.05.

Ladder: FTTRC C 16, Leongatha B 12,
Sale B 12, Wangaratta 2 12, Kyabram B 8
and Numurkah B 0.

The club shoots on Friday nights at
8pm at the rifle club on the Leongatha
Recreation Reserve. Any inquiries, please
call R. Spratt 5664 2358.

Group photo of under 15/17s boys with principal Tony Corr and Steve Scott.

Newhaven College shines
in Schools MTB Series

NEWHAVEN

College
Mountain Bike Team
made a powerful state-
ment at the opening
round of the 2025 Aus-
Cycling Victorian Schools
XC MTB Series, with an
impressive 40 student
competitors representing
the school at the Droma-
na College-hosted event.
Riders ranging from Prep
to Year 10 made the jour-
ney from the Bass Coast
to compete in the cross-
country mountain biking
event under sunny skies
and ideal conditions. The
large contingent from
Newhaven included a
strong mix of returning
athletes and enthusiastic
first-time  competitors,
all cheered on by a sup-
portive crowd of family,

friends, and coaches.

Among the standout per-
formances was Hamish
Dakers-Hock, who made
a strong return to rac-
ing with a third-place po-
dium finish in the Under
17 Boys category. His de-
termination, race experi-
ence, and physical fitness
were on full display.

Also continuing her
strong form was Lucy
Thompson, securing first
place in the Under 15
Girls Novice. Known af-
fectionately within the
team as “Miss Consis-
tent”, Lucy once again
proved her dominance
on the course and contin-
ues to be a positive role
model for younger riders.

Evelyn McCabe gave
a gutsy performance to

earn third place in the
Under 13 Girls Novice,
while Eden Bennett, rac-
ing for the first time,
took a commanding first
place in the Under 11
Girls Novice — a fantastic
result that highlights the
depth of talent emerging
from Newhaven’'s junior
female riders.

Additional = commend-
able performances in-
cluded Will Walker, who
narrowly missed the po-
dium with fourth place in
the Under 11 Boys Novice,
and Maxen Mills, who also
placed fourth in the Under
15 Boys Novice category.

The next round of the se-
ries will take place at Lys-
terfield Mountain Bike
Park on Sunday, June
22, 2025.
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Graeme Burgan (2nd Over 60/70 Men, State Overall 2nd); Sian Adnam (1st

i T

Over 60/70 Women, State Overall 1st); Jacquie Chambers (1st Over 50 Women,
State Overall 1st); Natalie Van Der Heyden (3rd Over 40 Women); Ebony Maier
(3rd Open Women, State Overall 2nd). Photo: Andrew Lidsey @bunpix.

PIBC Longboard State Titles

THE Phillip Island
Boardriders Club (PIBC)
Longboard crew deliv-
ered an outstanding
performance at the Surf-
ing Victoria Longboard
State Titles, held over
the weekend of Saturday,
May 17 and Sunday, May
18 on the west coast at
Point Impossible.

Competing in sizeable
and contestable surf, the

team brought home an
impressive five division
trophies and secured
four podium finishes in
the overall state rank-

ings.
Congratulations to all
the competitors who

made the journey, and a
special shout-out to team
mascot Earl!

Results:

Open Women: 3rd -

Ebony Maier. State Over-
all: 2nd

Over 40 Women: 3rd —
Natalie Van Der Heyden

Over 50 Women: 1st —
Jacquie Chambers. State
Overall: 1st

Over 60/70 Men: 2nd
— Graeme Burgan. State
Overall: 2nd

Over 60/70 Women:
1st — Sian Adnam. State
Overall: 1st

Winner of the John Stewart Memorial
Singles Championship David Healey
with runner-up David “Scotch” Kennedy.

Veteran Healey holds
off young guns in
classic darts final

A PACKED house and a vibrant atmo-
sphere set the stage on Monday evening as
28 top players competed in the highly presti-
gious John Stewart Memorial Singles Cham-
pionship.

The annual 501 best-of-three knockout
tournament has become a significant event
on the league’s calendar, and this year’s edi-
tion exceeded expectations.

Exhibiting pride, precision, and passion,
the night featured nail-biting finishes, out-
standing performances, and an impressive
three 180s.

The audience erupted when Will Kennedy,
one of the league’s most promising talents,
secured the night's first 180. Subsequently,
the seasoned player Dave Healey achieved
two maximums in later rounds, demonstrat-
ing that experience and skill continue to
dominate at the oche.

In a dramatic final, it was Healey who
emerged triumphant, narrowly defeating
“Scotch” Kennedy in a closely contested
match.

The encounter was a thrilling conclusion to
an evening that showcased everything from
comeback victories to high-checkout drama.

“Every player gave their utmost effort,
but Dave found an additional level when
it mattered most,” league enthusiast Tony
Fallon said.

“It was darts at its finest.”

The evening not only celebrated darts but
also emphasised community spirit.

Congratulations are extended to Shannon
and Grummo, who won the popular San
Remo Butchers meat tray, maintaining their
reputation as a formidable duo.

The league expresses sincere gratitude
to its generous 2025 sponsors San Remo
Butchers, Woolworths, Boutique Tails,
Creative Blinds and Awnings, Garth Lisle
Property Consultants, and Bendigo Bank,
whose continued support enables events
like this to occur.

Bridge pairs battle it out

THIS week saw the second round of the
Club Pairs Championship, won by Anne
Gibson and Anne Ferrari on 60.19 per cent.
Eleven pairs competed.

Second place went to first round winners
Greg Nicholson and Jean Barbour on 55.83
per cent.

The third and final round is next Monday,
May 19. On Wednesday, the Nationwide Pairs
duplicate bridge session saw Marnie Myall
and Albert Thomas as local club winners
with 63 per cent.

Twelve pairs attended the day, and runners-
up were Diane Coleman and Moya Crowley
with 60.67 per cent.

Anyone interested in joining the club can
contact Caroline on 0418 369 557.

No experience necessary — the club runs
lessons, supervised, and duplicate games.

TIDE =%
May 20
4.19am
GUIDE D::
" 10.07am
TIDAL PREDICTIONS FROM 0.46m
PORT PHILLIP HEADS A 5.18pm
Approx. Tide Variations: Seal Rocks, 1.62m
Venus Bay, Waratah Bay and Cape 10.48pm
Woolamai (Same), Tooradin +2hrs 45, A/ 0.79m
Cowes Pier +50, Stony Point +40

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
May 21 May 22
5.02am 5.55am

A 1.40m A 1.38m
10.45am 11.30am

A\ 0.51m A 0.59m
5.59pm 6.43pm

A 1.57m A 1.53m

Y 11.28pm
0.76m

FRIDAY SATURDAY
May 23 May 24
12.14am 1.09am
Y 0.72m A 0.65m
7.00am 8.19am
A 1.37m A 1.41m
12.24pm 1.28pm
A 0.69m A 0.80m
7.31pm 8.26pm
A 1.49m A 1.47Tm

SUNDAY MONDAY
May 25 May 26
2.13am 3.21am
Y 0.57m A\ 0.47m
9.41am 10.54am
A 1.50m A 1.61m
2.41pm 4.00pm
A 0.90m A 0.95m
A 9.24pm A 10.25pm
1.46m 1.48m

— T

Email us your

news@sgst.com.au
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SPORT | BOWLS
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Wendy Pownall (3), Mark Hanrahan (S), Lou
Capsalis (L) and Chris Coulson (2) were the
best one game winners for the South West
Gippsland Midweek Bowls Group.

The winners for the South West Gippsland
Midweek Bowls Group this week were Derek Fenn
(2), Robyn Coulson (3), Enid Johnston (L) and
Vern Elliott (S).

- - 1T

South West Gippsland Midweek Bowls Group’s
runner-ups were Andrea Levey (L), Laurie Bell
(3), Rob Jeffrey (S) and Pauline McWilliams (2).

BRG]
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Rob Dowling, Mal Marshall (skip), Joyce
Arnold and Darryl Floyd were the social bowls
winners at the Inverloch Bowling Club.

Carol Thorn and Natalie Bright
were the winners on Green 1 after
Inverloch Bowling Club’s night
bowls.

The night bowls winners on Green 2 were Keith Cousens
and Arthur Moule at the Inverloch Bowling Club.

- R
Judy Sweetnam, Jenny Bakker and Lia
Smith enjoyed a win at Wonthaggi Senior

Indoor Bowls on Friday.

Wonthaggi Senior Indoor Bowls’ Tuesday
winners were Ed Henry, Pat Smith and Allan
Ireland.

E e W

Marj Ford, John Stewart and Linda Newman
won at Breakaway Bowls on Monday.

Wonthaggi Bowls Club’s Wednesday winners
were Rod Beech, Ray Saunders and John Hill.
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BREAKAWAY

ANOTHER wonderful day of
bowling was had by the dedicated
members.

The winners were Marj Ford,
John Stewart and Linda Newman.

They combined to win with a re-
spectable score of +15 —well done.

There was no Breakaway Bowls
on Friday.

FOSTER

WINTER can be very quiet at the
club.

The club only has it's once a
month Triples, but members are
planning to keep the club more
active over winter by utilising the
great facilities.

Are you looking for something to
do on a Wednesday night?

The club is looking at running
Carpet Bowls, and will be hold-
ing a ‘Come and Try Carpet Bowls’
session to put the feelers out.

The first night is Wednesday, May
28 with a 7pm start.

Turn up or phone names in to
the club by 6.30pm — phone 5682
2061. For further information, give
Bev a call on 0408 369 298.

INVERLOCH

A FULL moon supplemented the
lights for the Tuesday night bowls
this week with the weather condi-
tions crisp and clear.

At the end of an enjoyable eve-
ning on the greens, the club had
four, two game winners on each
green.

On Green 1, the ultimate win-
ners were Carol Thorn and Nata-
lie Bright whilst on Green 2, Keith
Cousens and Arthur Moule took
home the prize money.

With two weeks to go in the com-
petition, the club is looking at a
tight finish for the top honours in
both sections.

Thursday social bowls saw 35
bowlers bowl in fantastic weather.

Five fours and five triples played
for honours.

The hard luck story was the
team of Reg Varty, Di Selby, John
Cook and Sue Floyd.

Runners-up were Bill Selby
(skip), Steve Snelling, Paul Davis
and Ross Henderson.

The only two game winners for
the day were Mal Marshall (skip),
Joyce Arnold, Rob Dowling and
Darryl Floyd.

The annual Bowl Over Cancer
Day is scheduled for Thursday,
June 12. Please put your name
down on the list in the clubroom:.

MIDWEEK

RAIN greeted the group as the
bowlers turned up to Lang Lang on
Thursday to once again fight it out
for the team of the week.

They were welcomed to the club
by Pauline, Bev and Vern as Peter
arranged to teams.

It is always a pleasure to turn
up and play at any and all of the
Thursday events.

A big thank you to Peter, Pauline,
John as well as Bev and Vern for
all the time and effort they put into
the game each week.

The group could not have these
great Thursdays without all the
help from the wonderful volun-
teers.

Once the teams were prepared
and the player draws were com-
pleted, the bowlers took to the
green.

The rain had stopped, never to
return for the rest of the day.

There was some excellent bowl-
ing by some excellent bowlers, with
a few wild shots from time to time.

There weren't too many wrong-
bias bowls, but donations are
still being added to the Royal

Children’s Hospital tin.

A fair amount of friendly banter,
as well as a lot of laughter, could
be heard across the green, which
makes the day so much fun for all.

It was fantastic to see such happy
bowlers on such a great day.

The winners on a superb score
of 39 were Derek Fenn (2), Robyn
Coulson (3), Enid Johnston (L)
and Vern Elliott (S).

Runners-up on a score of 37
this week were Andrea Levey (L),
Laurie Bell (3), Rob Jeffrey (S) and
Pauline McWilliams (2).

Best one game winners on a
score of 19 were Wendy Pownall
(3), Mark Hanrahan (S), Lou Cap-
salis (L) and Chris Coulson (2).

Next week, the bowlers will be
playing at Corinella Bowls Club.

Please be on time as the num-
bers are getting very close to a full
house and if you are in after the
books are full then you may have
to miss out.

WONTHAGGI

IT WAS another good week at the
club.

Last Monday evening, the club
held its annual general meeting,

A very good number of mem-
bers were there to see all positions
filled.

One of the highlights of the night
was the presentation of the Rex
Rees Memorial Shield — Club Per-
son of the Year.

This year, the award went to
Trevor and Karen Teer.

The night was a success, fol-
lowed by a lovely supper.

Wednesday saw a perfect day for
bowls to greet 40 bowlers.

Teams of three and four were the
order of the day over two games of
10 ends.

There were three teams that were
two-game winners, with the team
of Kathy Heaphy, Rod Vawdon,
Frank Cimino and John Duscher
being the unlucky team.

The runners up were Charlie
Wright, Lyn Tagell and Norm Ev-
ans with a score of two wins and
33 points.

The winners were a team of
three — Rod Beech, Ray Saunders
and John Hill — with a score of two
wins and 35 points.

Saturday started with six teams
of triples.

During the second game, the
weather gods decided that enough
was enough.

The cards were fanned to decide
the winners after the raffle.

Friday night went off well with
Roger Lee winning $100 in the
member’s draw.

Shirley, Steve and Dennis were
happy meat tray winners.

Bowls this week:

Wednesday: Social bowls at
12.30pm. Friday: Coaching at
10am. Saturday: Social bowls at
12.30pm.

Don't forget the Friday night
members’ draw plus the meat tray
raffles at 6pm.

WONTHAGGI INDOOR

IT WAS another enjoyable week
of bowling with a total of 40 people
enjoying one another’s company.

Tuesday’s winners with a plus 15
were Pat Smith, Ed Henry and Al-
lan Ireland.

Runners-up on plus eight, win-
ning one game only, were Teresa
Ireland, Lia Smith and Robert
McLaren.

Friday saw two teams winning
two games each.

The winners on plus 18 were
Judy Sweetnam, Jenny Bakker
and Lia Smith — well done, girls.

Runners-up on plus seven were
Sylvia Mattock, Betty Huitema and
Robert McLaren.
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Winners of the Nancy Sperling 4BBB Par event
Trish Owen and Janet Monk with Nancy Sperling at

the Leongatha Golf Club.

KORUMBURRA

RESULTS: Tuesday, May 13.

Stableford: 35 players.

A Grade: Chris McConnell (19)
34 points. B Grade: Mick Bull
(29) 42 points.

Thursday, May 15:

Stableford: 19 players.

A Grade: Rob Gallagher (10) 34
points. B Grade: David Enbom
(17) 35 points.

NTPs: first Greg Wilson, seventh
Rob Gallagher, 10th Chris McCo-
nnell and 13th Iain Riddell.

Saturday, May 17:

Sponsor: men’s captain.

Par: 35 players.

A Grade: Iain Riddell (13) +2

B Grade: Brae Byrne (24) +1

NTPs: first Ian Morris, seventh
Iain Riddell and 13th Neil Spargo.

Ladies

THE club enjoyed the fine
weather with the women playing a
Stableford game last Wednesday.

Congratulations to all players.

The club welcomed its newest
member Leanne Thomson into
the winners’ circle.

A Grade’s winner was Johanna
van den Heiligenberg (11) with 33
points.

Runner up was Deb Wrigley (23)
with 29 points on a c¢/b.

B Grade’s winner for the first
time was Leanne Thomson (39)
with 32 points on a ¢/b from Lor-
raine Knox (39).

BDTL went to Karen Sorrell 31
points, Kerri Besley and Kim En-
bom 29 points, and Lyn Leppin
28 points.

NTP on the 10th green was Julie
Brannaghan and on the 13th Le-
anne Thomson.

On Friday, the club had seven
women represented at the South
Gippsland District Singles Cham-
pionships at Meeniyan and it con-
gratulated the Meeniyan women
on winning all grades on the day.

Well done to Korumburra girls
Merrissa and Kerri for winning a
BDTL.

The club was also lucky to bring
home some lovely raffle prizes.

On Saturday, the club had a
handful of women play the Stabl-
eford game in cold conditions.

Well done to Aliesha Wrigley
(20), winning with 27 points.

Aliesha also had a nearest the
pin on the first to win the Kelly’s
Bakery Voucher.

LEONGATHA

TUESDAY, May 13: Stableford.

Tuesday’s event was a Stabl-
eford event with 66 members/
guests taking to the course.

Overall winner: Adrian Smith
(25) with a high score of the day
of 41 points.

A Grade winner: Josh de Groot
(10) with a score of 38 points.

A Grade runner-up: Jeremy de
Silva (7) with a score of 37 points
on a countback.

B Grade winner: Patrick Mitch-
ell (13) with a score of 37 points.

B Grade runner-up: Colin Bear
(14) with a score of 32 points on a

countback.

C Grade winner: Adrian Smith
(25) with a score of 41 points.

C Grade runner-up: Geoffrey
McDonald (19) with a score of 34
points on a countback.

NTP fifth second shot: Michael
Thomas. NTP 14th: Geoffrey Mc-
Donald. NTP 16th: Kevin Michael.

Thursday, May 15: Gentsomes
Multiplier Event.

Thursday’s event was a
Gentsomes Multiplier event with a
field of 82 members/guests.

Overall winners:

1. Matthew Pearce and Craig
Scanlan from the Trafalgar Golf
Club with a high score of the day
of 93 points.

2. John Ryan and Josh de Groot
with a score of 74 points.

NTP fifth second shot: Dean Kel-
lett. NTP 14th: Dean Kellett. NTP
16th: Peter Read.

Saturday, May 17: Stableford.

Saturday was a Stableford
round with a field of 74 members/
guests taking to the course.

Overall winner: Rebecca Thom-
as (7) with a high score of the day
of 38 points.

A Grade winner: Rebecca Thom-
as (7) with a score of 38 points. A
Grade runner-up: Alan Starkey
(10) with a score of 35.

B Grade winner: Gordon Morri-
son (13) with a score of 36 points.
B Grade runner-up: Kent Hams
(18) with a score of 35 points.

C Grade winner: Antony Rob-
erts (25) with a score of 34 points.
C Grade runner-up: John Belli
(20) with a score of 33 points.

NTP fifth second shot: Simeon
Foster. NTP 14th: Philip Edwards
at 1.00m. NTP 16th: Derek Jury
at 2.00m.

Ladies

THIRTY-EIGHT women enjoyed
the continuing good weather to
compete in the Nancy Sperling
4BBB Par.

Nancy has been a member at
Leongatha for more than 60 years
and was awarded a life member-
ship in 2015.

She has sponsored this board
event since 1990 when the format
was slightly different, a knockout
played over several weeks. Long
time friends of Nancy, Dot Stubbs
and Wendy Brown are continu-
ing the sponsorship of this valued
event.

All the members were delighted
that Nancy was well enough to at-
tend the presentations this year.

Captain Janet Monk and Trish
Owen combined well to finish
with +7.

Shirley Welsford, winner of the
event last year, with a new partner,
Di Williams, were runners up with
+5.

This was on a count back from
Glenyce McRobert and Joc How-
son.

New member Fran Kearney and
Jill Steer won a ball down the line
with +4.

Nearest the pin on the 16th was
Janet Monk, and second shot on
the fifth went to Nan Meagher.

Winners of the qualifying round of the Doris Chambers
statewide event were Geraldine Prentice and Yvonne
Everitt, pictured with runners-up Simone Lindsay and
Layla Robertson, at the Wonthaggi Golf Club.

MEENIYAN

THE May Medal sponsored by
Tanya Thorson was won by Sue
Hoskin with 71 net.

Pam Erving was the runner-
up with 74.

Down the line balls went to
Susan Straw 76 and Dot Chris-
tie 77.

Dot won the putting with 26.

Wednesday, May 14, was a
4BBB aggregate draw after
play event sponsored by Louise
Vuillermin.

The winners on the day were
Susan Straw 30 points and Sue
Hoskin 29 with a total of 59.

The runners-up were Jan
Trease and Louise Vuillermin
with 53 points.

Friday, May 16, saw Meeni-
yan host the district Women’s
Championship, played in per-
fect conditions with the course
looking fantastic.

Congratulations to the Dis-
trict Champion for the 16th
time Dot Christie.

Dot also took out the A Grade
net score.

The B grade scratch cham-
pion plus net winner was Ve-
ronica Park and the C Grade
scratch champion plus net win-
ner was Sue Hoskin.

Thank you to all the volun-
teers who work tirelessly in
presenting the course in top
shape.

On Sunday, May 18, the club
held its windup of the Champi-
onships and Pennant season.

The format was a nine-hole
two-person Mixed Ambrose
with a twist, and that was you
could only have four -clubs
each.

The two captains Susan
Straw and Mat VanBoven came
out the winners.

MIRBOO NORTH

TUESDAY, May 13: Stableford.

A Grade: N. Whichello, (15) 33
points.

B Grade: K. Wilburn, (31) 39
points.

DTL: R. Hoskin 34, C. James
30 and D. Woodall 32.

NTP: fourth M. Payne, sixth M.
Tethington and 16th D. Woodall.

Saturday, May 17: Stableford,
round two Playoff Captain Tro-
phy.

A Grade: R. Scurlock (9) 37
points. B Grade: N. Whichello
(15) 41 points. C Grade: L. Mc-
Gaughey (36) 45 points.

DTL: J. Robbins 38, and D.
Woodall. R. Clark, S. Woodall
and N. Bickerton 36.

NTP: fourth B. Bradshaw, sixth
N. Bickerton, 13th P Draper and
16th D. Woodall.

Birdies: fourth N. Whichello
and S. Woodall, sixth S. Wood-
all and N. Bickerton, and 16th J.
Woodall.

J. Hughes defeated Tim Traill
6/4; R. Scurlock defeated P
Smart 2/1.

Captain Trophy final: J.
Hughes vs R. Scurlock.

Meeniyan’s winners at the South Gippsland Golf

Women’s Singles Championship were Veronica
Park (B Grade Scratch and Handicap),
Christie (South Gippsland Singles Championship
and A Grade Handicap) and Sue Hoskin (C Grade

Dot

Scratch and Handicap).

SG WOMEN'’S SINGLES
CHAMPIONSHIP

IT WAS a fine autumn morning
at Meeniyan Golf Club last Fri-
day for the running of the South
Gippsland Women's  Singles
Championship.

The course presentation was ex-
cellent, and the autumn tones were
stunning in the morning dew.

Not only was the Meeniyan
course in fine form, so too were
the Meeniyan women - the day
evolved to be a ‘purple patch’ for
the club.

It would have to be a first,
that all six events in the Singles
Championship, were won by the
one club.

A Meeniyan Club Champion
for many years, Dot Christie,
won the South Gippsland Wom-
en’s Singles Championship with
a score of 85.

Dot also won the A Grade
handicap event with 85/11/74.

She shared that her inaugural
outing with her new ‘wheels’ —
her golfing cart nicknamed ‘Eric’
after the previous owner — was
now a very memorable one.

Dot has won the Singles Cham-
pionship sixteen times — a mag-
nificent effort.

The B Grade event, with 96 off
the stick, was won by Veronica
Park.

Veronica also claimed the
B Grade handicap event with
96/21/77.

She was apparently unrattled
by the fact that her playing part-
ner was inadvertently locked in
the on-course toilet until help
arrived.

The winner of the C Grade
scratch event was Sue Hoskin
finishing with 104.

Sue had 33 Stableford points
to win the C Grade handicap
event.

Sue came back from a serious
car accident in September last
year and so a wonderful achieve-
ment for her effort and persever-
ance.

Balls down the line went to 82
net — Kylie Collins (Foster), Ada
Anglin (Phillip Island), Irene
Holm (Meeniyan), Bronwyn De-
benham (Leongatha), Merrissa
Cosson (Korumburra), Elly Ber-
ryman (Woorayl), Andrea Thor-
son (Meeniyan), Bec Thomas
(Leongatha), Marg Johnson
(Wonthaggi) and Kerri Besley
(Korumburra).

The nearest the pins were won
by Kylie Collins (Foster) on the
second, Merrissa Cosson (Ko-
rumburra) on the eighth, Jo
McNaughton (Leongatha) on the
11th, and Dot Christie (Meeni-
yan) on the 14th.

The South Gippsland Golf
match committee would like to
thank women’s captain Susan
Straw for her superb organisa-
tion in running this event with
the support of her club members
and Meeniyan Golf Club for its
friendly hospitality and delight-
ful lunch.

WONTHAGGI

RESULTS: May 15, SR. 71.

Competition: ~ Stableford
hole.

Winner: Stephen Kane 41.

Runner up: Philip McCrimmon
37.

BDTL to 35: Dale Burgess 36,
Rod McBride 36, Andrew Hooton-
Shandley 35 and Keith Ridout 35.

Results: May 15, SR. 36.

Competition: Stableford nine-
hole 10 to 18.

Winner: Andrew Hooton-Shand-
ley 19.

BDTL to 15: Secondo Tiziani
18, Ken Cuman 17 and Peter Mag-
nussen 15.

Results: May 17, S.R 71.

Competition: 4BBB round two
Ken Chisholm.

Overall winners — Scratch: Mi-
chael Scott and Daniel Crellin 133
strokes.

Overall winners - Par: Mat
Johnson and Rohan Todd +14.

Round two winners: Mat John-
son and Rohan Todd +9.

Round two runner-up: Messy
Chand and Manny Sahayam +7.

Ball sweep: Stephen Judd and
Grant MacKenzie +7, Secondo
Tiziani and Mark Tiziani +7, Mi-
chael Scott and Daniel Crellin +6,
Glen Turner and Stephen Kane
+6, and Shaun Stirton and Ross
Lovett +5.

NTPs: Michael Scott second,
Kevin Jamieson fourth, Michael
Scott propin eighth, Mat Johnson
13th, and Doug Putt money hole
17th.

18-

Ladies

WEDNESDAY was the qualify-
ing round of the Doris Chambers
statewide event.

This sees the winning pair eli-
gible to play in the State Title Final
in October.

There were 16 pairs for Four-
somes Stableford and several
pairs returned great scores ignor-
ing the “difficulty” of this format.

The winning pair were Yvonne
Everitt (19) and Geraldine Prentice
(21) with a great 36 points.

Runners-up by one shot were
Layla Robertson (28) and Simone
Lindsay (27) with 35 points.

BDL went to Dawn Judkins and
Bev Sloan 34, Irene Walsh and
Carole Sartori 33, Marg Johnson
and Merryn Dear 32, and Patsy
Britt and Betty Bowmar 32.

NTP claimed on second by Dawn
Judkins and eighth Betty Bowmar.

WOORAYL

WEDNESDAY'S event was the
first round of the Perrett Family
Board Event.

The game was Foursomes, spon-
sored by Leongatha Optometrist.

Sixteen ladies played, enjoying
the beautiful sunny day.

The winners were Tracey Ryan
and Ann Poole 75.

Runners up were Linda Forrest-
er and Sherrill Winkler 75.5.

BDL: Kath Davis and Carol
Johnson 77, and Anne Grist and
Inge Giliam 78.
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Sandra, Julla and Linda sing and
dance in the rain.

Singing in the
rain on the
Grand Ridge trail

“IT MIGHT have been raining but we still
enjoyed our parkrun Saturday” declared
the Grand Ridge parkrun’s creative pho-
tographer Val Smith.

She captured the joy and fun of event
#243 on May 17.

The rain started coming down early on
Saturday morning, but that didn't deter
35 people from gathering at the picnic ta-
ble for their weekly parkrun event.

Five people visited for the first time, and
hopefully not the last.

If you are into Facebook, be sure to
check out the Grand Ridge Rail Trail
parkrun page to see Val's great video edit.

As always, the efforts of the volunteers
were greatly appreciated, including Au-
drey Valentine who helped with the finish-
ing tokens for the first time and the rest of
the crew being Robert Gray, Julia Groves,
Leon McDonald, Carmel and Steve Quirk,
Marissa Shields, Val Smith and Linda
Zhang.,

Everyone is encouraged to join the run-
ners next Saturday, rain, hail or shine, at
7.45am for an 8am start.

Double Fish fend off
Radak at Wonthaggi
Table Tennis

DOUBLE Fish defeated Radak three to
two.

After Stiga’s Justin’'s shock loss last week,
Double Fish were aware that Justin’s usual
fire and brimstone was going to be a level up.

When Justin, before the first point,
crouched low, tugged his shorts and laser
beamed a hard gaze across the net, Double
Fish were doubly aware.

However Double Fish, prevailed due to a
very tense doubles encounter that was one or
two edges from flipping the result.

Butterfly defeated Nittaku three to two.

With only two rounds to go before the finals
kick off, Butterfly has emerged as a strong
contender.

David and Warren's trajectory is onward
and upward, proving to be a formidable
force in the doubles.

It's great to see Andy stepping up as a fill-in
for Nittaku and notching up a very creditable
singles win.

Radak defeated Stiga three to two.

After a traumatic loss to Nittaku last week,
Radak has been restored to title favourit-
ism after a solid win over the boho brothers,
Stiga.

Radak’s Mark D is back in for the father of
Charley, Andrew D.

If anyone has seen Charley's father in
the last seven days, please call 1800 OMG-
WhatJustHappened?

A Grade ladder: Radak 24, Butterfly 24,
Double Fish 20, Donic 16, Stiga 8 and Nit-
taku 4.

Leading players: Justin 15, David 13, and
Braden and Dirk 10.

Thursday night — B Grade: Smash defeated
Edge three to two; Serve defeated Ball three
to two.

Ladder: Serve 25, Bat 20, Ball 18, Smash
12 and Edge 4.

Leading players: 11 Trish, 10 Jay and Yeti,
and 9 Shane.

LDCA Women’s Masters Crlcket

OUR lady Lyrebirds trav-
elled to Endeavour Hills to
take on Eastern Dragons for a
great match-up between first
and second on the ladder in
round two of the Women's
Masters Winter Competition.

Captain Jackie Newman
(Inverloch) won the toss and
elected to bat, it was openers
Newman and Megan Krause
(Wonthaggi) who got the Lyre-
birds off to a patient start as
they do best.

Krause fell victim to a low
delivery in the fifth over and
Newman was  dismissed
bowled in the ninth over.

Liza Burrows (Inverloch)
tried her best to score freely
but the Dragons bowling was
tight, and Burrows’ wicket
eventually fell to a catch at
square leg with the team score
at 2/26.

Kate Williams (Phillip Is-
land) entered the game and
showed her steady hand to
become a mainstayer with the
bat.

Elyse Fisher (Kilcunda-
Bass) and Jess McDonald
(Inverloch) were not long after
dismissed via catches but en-
ter Nicole Creaser who batted
beautifully and nudged the
ball into gaps and ran hard.

In a game where boundar-
ies were hard to come by due
to damp conditions, Creaser
and Williams steadied for the
Lyrebirds until Williams was
dismissed caught and bowled.

Tarryn Boden (Koonwarra
L/RSL) was next in and tried
her best but was soon dis-
missed as was Katrina Slid-
ders (Inverloch).

Amy McRobert (Inverloch)
entered the crease and sup-
ported Creaser well, both
batters retiring after 35 overs
with the team score at 8/94,
batter in waiting Jan Hodgson
(Kilcunda-Bass).

Lyrebirds turn to bowl and
it was openers Williams and
McDonald who did the dam-
age ripping through the open-
ing batters early and leaving
the home team reeling at 3/5
after three overs.

Williams with two wickets in
her first over and McDonald
with a wicket in her first over,
thanks to a great caught and
bowled to Williams, and two
catches to Creaser behind the
stumps.

The tight bowling continued
with Burrows and Krause in
at the first change and they
continued the wicket-taking
each claiming one.

The Lyrebirds bowled and
fielded tightly but the experi-
ence of the Dragons showed
through as they steadied
through the lower order to
send the game down to the
wire.

Catches to Burrows and
Fisher at short mid-wicket
and square leg were a high-
light.

In pursuit of the Lyrebirds
set score it all came down to
the last over, thanks to excel-
lent run outs by Newman and
Fisher, the Lyrebirds needing
one wicket and the Dragons
needing a single run it was
opener Williams with the ball
in her hand.

Unfortunately, the result
didn’t go the way of the Lyre-
birds with the Dragons secur-
ing their last run to win the
game two balls into the over,
but it was a fantastic game of
skill and grit by the Lyrebirds
girls, never giving up until the
end.

Wicketkeeper Nicole Creas-
er was awarded Player of the
Match for 25 not out with the
bat, and three catches and
two assisted run outs behind
the stumps.

The next match is in August
against Willow Grove.

Player of the Match was

Lyrebirds
Nicole Creaser.

Results LDCA Women’'s
Masters Cricket (Round 2)

Nicole Creaser 25*
Kate Williams 11
Amy McRobert 8*
Megan Krause 2/10
Kate Williams 2/22
Liza Burrows 1/9

wicketkeeper

Major mllestone smashed at Inverloch parkrun

INVERLOCH parkrun ran
its 500th event recently.

The milestone is a testa-
ment to the community-
based event, which first ar-
rived in Inverloch in 2014.

A total of 271 people fin-
ished the 500th run, aided
by 14 volunteers.

A blue theme marked the
occasion, and regulars and
visitors alike turned out to
enjoy the morning.

In Inverloch, parkrun has
grown substantially over the
years.

Founders of the Inverloch
chapter hoped to see 40
people take part each week
in the early days.

Since then, 9968 differ-
ent people have finished the
course along the foreshore a
total of 56,296 times.

“At parkrun, we do have
a lot of regulars, as well as
tourists who come along.
Some parkrunners like to
participate in  parkruns
starting with every letter of
the alphabet. Not a lot of
towns start with the letter
‘T, so we get quite a few who
come to Inverloch,” run di-
rector and parkrun ambas-
sador Tony O’Connell said.

Tony has been instrumen-
tal in starting up parkruns
in different communities.

Inverloch’s parkrun was
the 14th established in Vic-
toria - the state now has 120
events running each week.

Tony has helped to set up
20 community parkruns, all
with the ambition of provid-
ing a great fitness initiative
and social outing.

“A lot of people will grab
a coffee together afterwards
and have a bit of a catch-up.
It's great for mental health,”
Tony said.

“There’s a group of about
20 people who will meet
at the Beach Box Café for
breakfast after parkrun as
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Inverloch parkrun celebrated its 500th event durmg the
last week of April.

a way to continue enjoying
their Saturday morning.”

A wonderful mix of ages
can often be seen participat-
ing in parkrun.

“Children have to be at
least four years old to reg-
ister for a barcode, and we
have seen a few participants
as young as that. Some of
our regular parkrunners are
in their mid-90s. There’s no
time limit — you just go at
your own pace,” Tony said.

“We had a couple of girls
who were aged around 12
who would finish the course
rather quickly, and they
would go back and finish
the course again with a gen-
tleman who was in his 80s,
which would make his day.
There are few other activi-
ties that encourage that sort
of interaction between dif-
ferent people.

“We are also starting to see
children growing up with
parkrun. Their parkrun
parents would've pushed
them in the pram, and now
they can start registering as
well. There is such a com-
munity feeling at parkrun
that some parents are given
a breather to run the course
themselves while other peo-
ple they've become familiar
with push the pram. It's a
very safe, welcoming and
friendly environment.”

Inverloch parkrun was
shutdown for a period dur-
ing COVID, but the time
away did not impact partici-
pation.

“There was some hesita-
tion about being in a big
group, but most people were
excited to return. It didn’t
take long for the numbers to
get back up,” Tony said.

Inverloch parkrun has also
had a positive impact on the
local economy with tourists
choosing to stay and enjoy
the town for longer.

“In the early days, we had
people come here just for
parkrun and head home.
Now we are finding more
people are making a week-
end of it,” Tony said.

“As one of the original
founders, I love the feed-
back we get from visitors.
It's nice to hear they enjoy
the friendly, welcoming envi-
ronment with lots of cheer-
ing along the course.

“Its all about getting in-
volved and the social con-
nections that can develop.
We’ve seen big groups come
along and only three will
run the course while the rest
walk and enjoy the getting
out there and being active
with like-minded people.”

A huge thank you was is-
sued to the volunteers who
donate their time to ensure a
successful event each week.

“We have a core group of
run directors who really are
the heart and soul of our
parkrun,” Tony said.

“We are also very grateful
for the fact that we can con-
fidently fill roles each week.
All we have to do is ask and
someone is willing to step
up - it’s a great culture and
we really do thank everyone
who gets involved.”

Tony said parkrun is likely
to keep growing, with the
hope that more parkruns
will be established across
Gippsland.

Since Inverloch’s parkrun
was introduced, parkruns
have also started up in Phil-
lip Island, Koonwarra, Mir-
boo North and Korumburra.

In Victoria, parkrun starts
at 8am on Saturday morn-
ing and are always ready to
welcome new participants.



SOCCER | SPORT

P
i -

Leongatha’s captain Bernie Fitzgerald takes on Inverloch’s midfielder Lucy in a contest for the ball.

Leongatha Lady Knights
return to winning ways

LEONGATHA Lady Knights
bounced back from a 4-1
loss to Drouin in round two,
travelling to Inverloch on a
cold, sunny day and leaving
Thompson Reserve 4-0 vic-
tors.

The Knights responded well
to the Drouin result, keen to
get back on the pitch and
work on their play.

Against Inverloch, Knights
super striker Lisse Bath sent
a composed shot into the
back of the net early in the
match to give Leongatha the
advantage.

The Lady Knights worked
hard to maintain composure
against a strong Inverloch de-
fensive line.

It was a scramble in the box
which saw Leongatha’s Lau-
ren finish the second goal of
the game for the Knights.

Composure in Leongatha’s
backline ensured that Inver-

loch had limited chances to
attempt an attack on goal.

Full backs Jess Burrows
and Zoe Harbris, in her de-
but for the Knights, were in-
strumental in shutting down
attacks via the wing.

Another goal from Lisse
Bath saw the Knights up 3-0
at halftime.

Inverloch came back in the
second half with a stronger
determination in defence,
making it exceptionally diffi-
cult for the Knights to find the
right combination to score.

Inverloch goalkeeper Sarah
Cantwell, who was celebrat-
ing her 100th appearance for
the club, had a strong game
in goals.

It was a cross from winger
Naomi that found the foot of
right winger Emma Harvey
to tap in that secured Le-
ongatha’'s final goal for the
match.

Leongatha s Stefan worked hard in the mldfield in the U17
White team’s draw against neighbours Korumburra.

Gippsland United FC's Under 12 boys show positive signs

UNITED dominated play
from the get-go, and if it were
a boxing match, it would have
been called early in their fa-
vour. A number of opportuni-
ties were created, but they just
couldn’t find the back of the
net.

Lynbrook didn't present
much threat up front but made
no mistake when they caught
United on the break and put it
away to take the lead one-nil.

United continued to show
their dominance, and Jimmy
Duncan slotted one in, only to
be paid by the referee, and lat-
er disallowed in what can only
be described as a highly con-
troversial decision.

Time was against United, and
the final whistle blew before
they could claim any points.

Coach Steve Riess told the
boys that “he’s proud of the
football they played, and that

they’d take the lessons out of
the loss.”

Under 14s: Gippsland
United FC vs Port
Melbourne Sharks SC

On Sunday, May 18, 2025,
Gippsland United FC's Un-
der-14 team put on a com-
manding performance against
Port Melbourne Sharks SC at
Latrobe City Sports Stadium
in Morwell. From the opening
whistle, the team played with
intensity, showcasing one of
their best starts of the season.

Defensively, Gippsland was
solid throughout the match,
especially in the second half.
Harmon Bates and Isaac Sharp
were standout performers,
showing excellent positioning,
physicality and timing to keep
Port Melbourne at bay. In the
final minutes, their composure
helped ensure the clean sheet,

as they expertly shut down the
Sharks’ attempts to score.

A special mention must go
to goalkeeper Sam Cuschieri,
who delivered a fantastic per-
formance between the posts.
Cuscheri made several crucial
saves, particularly during Port
Melbourne’s late surge. His
quick reflexes and confident
handling kept the opposition
at arm’s length, securing a vital
clean sheet for the team.

In midfield, Blake Breheny
and Aidan Izlemek controlled
the tempo of the game. Both
players worked tirelessly to
break up play, dictate posses-
sion, and create attacking op-
portunities. Their vision and
work rate allowed Gippsland to
maintain momentum through-
out the match.

In attack, Jonathan Suly-
man, Hudson Riess, and Lewis
Manzo formed a dynamic trio,

constantly troubling Port Mel-
bourne’s defence. All three were
attacking well, using their physi-
cality to create space and open-
ings. Despite their best efforts,
they were unlucky not to find
the back of the net, as they came
close on several occasions.

Overall, it was a great team
performance, with every player
contributing to the success.
The spirit of support and en-
couragement between team-
mates was evident throughout
the game, creating a positive
atmosphere on the field. While
it's impossible to name every-
one, the collective effort was
key to this strong performance.

Gippsland United’s Under-
14s will look to build on this
result in their next match,
scheduled for Sunday, May 25,
2025, at 12.20pm against Nun-
awading City FC at Mahoney’s
Reserve.

GIPPSLAND
SOCCER LEAGUE

ROUND 4 results — Sunday, May 18

Senior Mens: Inverloch Stars 4 d
Leongatha Knights 1, Phillip Island
Breakers 2 drew Trafalgar Victory 2,
Korumburra City 5 d Lang Lang Unit-
ed 2

Senior Womens: Phillip Island
Breakers 7 d Trafalgar Victory O, Mir-
boo North United 3 d Wonthaggi Unit-
ed 2, Leongatha Knights 4 d Inverloch
Stars 0, Korumburra City 3 d Lang
Lang United O

Mens Reserves: Inverloch Stars 7 d
Leongatha Knights O, Drouin Dragons
Maroon 10 d Korumburra City O, Tra-
falgar Victory 4 d Phillip Island Break-
ers 2

Under 17 Mixed: Leongatha Knights
Blue 5 d Inverloch Stars 2, Drouin
Dragons Maroon 7 d Drouin Dragons
Maroon Yellow 1, Wonthaggi United 6
d Mirboo North United O, Leongatha
Knights White 2 drew Korumburra
City 2

Under 15 Girls: Drouin Dragons Yel-
low 4 d Drouin Dragons Maroon 3,
Wonthaggi United 2 d Phillip Island
Breakers O, Korumburra City 3 d Le-
ongatha Knights O

Under 14 Mixed: Inverloch Stars 7 d
Leongatha Knights 4, Drouin Dragons
Maroon Yellow 6 d Drouin Dragons
Maroon 2, Phillip Island Penguins 4 d
Phillip Island Stingrays 1, Wonthaggi
United 6 d Mirboo North United 3, Ko-
rumburra City 7 d Lang Lang United 1

Under 12 Girls: Inverloch Stars 6 d
Leongatha Knights 1, Lang Lang Unit-
ed 8 d Korumburra City 6

Under 12A Mixed: Leongatha
Knights Blue 3 d Inverloch Stars 2,
Phillip Island Breakers 6 d Trafalgar
Victory O, Wonthaggi United 3 d Mir-
boo North United 2

Under 12B Mixed: Leongatha
Knights White 9 d Inverloch Stars 3,
Drouin Dragons Maroon Yellow 4 d
Drouin Dragons Yellow O, Phillip Is-
land Penguins 2 drew Phillip Island
Stingrays 2

Round 5 Fixture - Saturday, May
24 & Sunday, May 25

Senior Mens: Drouin Dragons Ma-
roon v Trafalgar Victory, Phillip Island
Breakers v Leongatha Knights, Lang
Lang United v Wonthaggi United, In-
verloch Stars Korumburra City

Senior Womens: Drouin Dragons
Maroon v Trafalgar Victory, Phillip Is-
land Breakers v Leongatha Knights,
Lang Lang United v Wonthaggi United,
Inverloch Stars v Korumburra City

Mens Reserves: Drouin Dragons
Maroon v Trafalgar Victory, Inverloch
Stars v Korumburra City, Phillip Is-
land Breakers v Leongatha Knights

Under 17 Mixed: Drouin Dragons
Maroon Yellow v Mirboo North United,
Phillip Island Breakers v Leongatha
Knights Blue, Leongatha Knights
White v Wonthaggi United, Inverloch
Stars v Korumburra City

Under 15 Girls: Drouin Dragons
Maroon v Drouin Dragons Yellow,
Wonthaggi United v Korumburra City,
Phillip Island Breakers v Leongatha
Knights

Under 14 Mixed: Drouin Dragons
Maroon v Phillip Island Stingrays,
Drouin Dragons Maroon Yellow v Mir-
boo North United, Phillip Island Pen-
guins v Leongatha Knights, Lang Lang
United v Wonthaggi United, Inverloch
Stars v Korumburra City

Under 12 Girls: Phillip Island Break-
ers v Leongatha Knights, Lang Lang
United v Wonthaggi United, Inverloch
Stars v Korumburra City

Under 12A Mixed: Drouin Dragons
Maroon v Trafalgar Victory, Phillip
Island Breakers v Leongatha Knights
Blue, Inverloch Stars v Korumburra
City

Under 12B Mixed: Drouin Drag-
ons Yellow v Phillip Island Stingrays,
Phillip Island Penguins v Leongatha
Knights White, Drouin Dragons White
v Wonthaggi United
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MIRBOO NORTH
By Amy Symmons

ROUND six took us to Toora,
the wind farm capital, where
the netballers bought their own
energy. A huge round for our
club, with a clean sweep in the
senior grades and strong per-
formances across the board.
Well done to all our players,
coaches, and supporters on
our first chilly day of the sea-
son!

A Grade: A dominant show-
ing from the A grade squad, led
by sharp attacking plays and
disciplined defence, finalising
the day with a closing win for
the tigers.

Best on Court: Marley Wallace

Coaches Award: Chloe Hogg

B Grade: A composed win e
for B grade this week, showing  Mirboo North’s Chloe Hogg earned the y -
control and structure across Coaches award in their A Grade win. Photo:  Tigers’ Rachael Vansittart shoots for Leongatha sends it down the line in the

Best on Court: Rach Vansittart

Coaches Award: Maddi
Knowles

C Grade: Strong defensive
pressure and excellent team
movement across all 4 quar-
ters secured the first win on the
board for the C grade side.

Best on Court: Amy Sym-
mons

Coaches Award: Tylah Wilkins

D Grade: Win: A convincing
win from D grade, excellent
team movement throughout the
game, confidently sitting sec-
ond spot on the ladder.

Best on Court: Kirty Richard-
son

Coaches Award: Bridget Rush

17 & Under: Consistent pres-
sure and strong connection
with a fast-paced game from
the under 17s.

Best on Court: Marley Wallace

Coaches Award: Shaelah
Johnson

15 & Under: Despite the re-
sult, the girls fought hard and
showed great resilience and ef-
fort across the court.

Best on Court: Amy Conlan

Coaches Award: Kyah Mur-
tagh

13 & Under: A dominant
game from the juniors, showing
great energy and court aware-
ness, beginning the day with a
strong win for the club.

Best on Court: Jorge Chila

Coaches’ Award: Clementine
Stoertebecker

A massive congratulations
to all our Best on Court and
Coaches’ Award recipients!
Your hard work, teamwork
and determination continue to
make the club proud.

Next week we are chasing 7’s.
Bring on seven wins for round

the whole court. Annie Holland. goal in B Grade. Photo: Annie Holland. LDNA. Ns18 2025

seven against Stony at home, W — -
let’s go Tigers. defence against Foster. Ns25 2025 Foster looks for an opening. Ns23_2025 on the defensive in LDNA. Ns17 2025
MID GIPPSLAND
RESULTS
A GRADE B GRADE C GRADE D GRADE 17 & UNDER 15 & UNDER 13 & UNDER
Foster 83 d Tarwin 32 Foster 63 d Tarwin 31 Foster 38 drew Tarwin 38 Foster 14 It Tarwin 40 Foster 22 It Tarwin 35 Yinnar 27 d MDU 7 Foster 28 d Tarwin 25
Yinnar 64 d MDU 40 Yinnar 50 d MDU 36 Yinnar 33 It MDU 35 Yinnar 56 d MDU 15 Yinnar 37 d MDU 29 N-borough 30 It Boolarra 39  Yinnar 46 d MDU 4

Thorpdale 33 It Hill End 34 Thorpdale 28 It Hill End 38 Thorpdale 10 It Hill End 50 Thorpdale 4 It Hill End 62 Toora 21 It Mirboo Nth 33 Fish Crk 8 It Morwell-E 26 Toora 5 It Mirboo Nth 32
Toora 35 It Mirboo Nth 65 Toora 43 It Mirboo Nth 54 Toora 29 It Mirboo Nth 41 Toora 20 It Mirboo Nth 33 Fish Crk 35 d Morwell-E 18 Toora 38 d Mirboo Nth 12 Fish Crk 44 d Morwell-E 7

Fish Crk 65 d Morwell-E 33 Fish Crk 58 d Morwell-E 32 Fish Crk 41 d Morwell-E 26 Fish Crk 35 d Morwell-E 19 N-borough 17 It Boolarra 74 Foster 38 d Tarwin 22 N-borough 18 It Boolarra 22
N-borough 69 d Boolarra 42  N-borough 65 d Boolarra 23  N-borough 45 d Boolarra 26~ N-borough 40 d Boolarra 24

LADDERS
A GRADE % pts B GRADE % pts CGRADE % pts DGRADE % pts 17 & UNDER % pts 15 & UNDER % pts 13 & UNDER %
Foster 290.97 24 Foster 191.95 24 Newborough 209.09 24 Newborough 179.31 24 Boolarra 282.11 24 Yinnar 283.15 24 Yinnar 545.45
Yinnar 137.50 24 Newborough 146.43 20 Yinnar 166.20 20 Mirboo North 158.46 24 Yinnar 180.99 22 Boolarra 221.67 24 Boolarra 227.50
Fish Creek 150.00 20 Yinnar 141.29 20 Foster 14436 18 Yinnar 189.52 20 Mirboo North 160.45 18 Toora 262.32 20 Tarwin 304.17
MDU 14298 20 Fish Creek 125.44 20 MDU 140.57 18 Tarwin 123.57 20 MDU 182.96 16 Hill End 21724 20 Newborough 272.73
Mirboo North 142.12 16 Mirboo North 138.70 16 Tarwin 121.11 18 Hill End 18796 16 Toora 149.64 16 Foster 98.43 16 Fish Creek 133.64
Stony Creek  131.09 16 MDU 119.57 16 Fish Creek 101.68 16 Fish Creek 11729 12 HillEnd 13712 16 WMDU 75.38 12 Foster 73.96
Newborough 112.20 16 Toora 108.87 16 HillEnd 130.67 14 Toora 82.39 12 Fish Creek 78.80 12 Newborough 75.34 12 HillEnd 101.14
Morwell East 110.51 12 Stony Creek  100.46 12 Boolarra 97.24 12 Morwell East 102.53 8 Newborough 39.73 12 Tarwin 85.81 8 Mirboo North 121.10
Toora 63.85 8 Morwell East 93.67 12 Stony Creek 85.88 12 Foster 88.81 8 Stony Creek 53.81 8  Mirboo North 67.80 8 Stony Creek 72.50
Tarwin 62.96 4 HillEnd 73.09 8 Morwell East 83.17 4 MDU 86.39 8 MorwellEast 40.48 8 MorwellEast 4096 8 Toora 16.84
Hill End 48.29 4 Thorpdale 65.45 4 MirbooNorth 81.59 4 Stony Creek 70.39 8 Foster 3757 8 Fish Creek 38.67 8 MDU 13.62
Thorpdale 4290 4 Tarwin 59.86 0O Toora 70.28 4 Boolarra 7358 4 Tarwin 40.80 4 Stony Creek 3425 4 Morwell East 12.87
Boolarra 54.92 0 Boolarra 39.95 0 Thorpdale 12.33 4 Thorpdale 8.45 4  Thorpdale 0.00 0 Thorpdale 0.00 0 Thorpdale 0.00

58 | TUESDAY, MAY 20,2025 | SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES



NETBALL | SPORT

o ST

As the rain came down, Kylie Wookey
competes for possession in the Kilcunda
Bass goal ring during B grade.

Isabella Santorini lines up a shot for
the Panthers during the B grade match
against Cora Lynn.

Terri Chheang looks for an opportunity
for Nyora.

Kira Hamilton takes possession for
the Panthers as her opponent attempt
to avoid a contact call.

Caitlin Egan moves the ball out of
defence for Kilcunda Bass.

Caitlin Stephens attempts an intercept Grace Rand looks to move the ball

as Cora Lynn delivers the ball into their into the Kilcunda Bass attacking third
during the A grade mat

goal circle. ch.

- ] ..J I
Tiana Heylen lines up a goal for the
Saints.

Jess King Poowong A Grade using
both hands to propel the ball forward.
Photo: Jeff Tull

KILCUNDA BASS

A GRADE: The team had another tough
hit out against Cora Lynn this week. The wet
and slippery conditions proved to be a chal-
lenge, the girls worked hard each quarter to
stay with Cora Lynn, but ultimately couldn’t
get over the line. Some exciting glimpses of
netball, and some learnings to come from it.
Looking forward to the next time we cross
paths. Award: Caitlin Stephens.

B Grade: Facing a strong Cora Lynn goal
shooter who rarely missed, our defend-
ers had their work cut out for them. Lizzy
stepped up, grabbing every chance to inter-
cept the ball. Although we didn't get the win
this week, we're incredibly proud of every-
one’s effort and teamwork. Next time we face
Cora Lynn, we're confident we'll come out on
top. Award: Elizabeth Crawford.

C Grade: Our C Grade team put up a spir-
ited fight against the undefeated Cora Lynn
side. Despite a few costly passing errors, the
girls showed great resilience and determina-
tion throughout the match. Their defensive
pressure and teamwork made it a much
tougher contest than the scoreboard reflect-
ed. Award: Romy De Nardis.

D Grade: Our D Grade team faced a tough
challenge coming up against a well-drilled
Cora Lynn side. From the first whistle, their
defensive pressure made it difficult for us to
settle into our game. There were promising
passages of play where our team adapted
well and showed resilience under pressure.
A special mention to Kealey Trewavis for
playing in her first senior game.

Awards: Zoe Reiter and Miranda Eden.

17 & Under: The Under 17’s knew it was
going to be a challenging game against the
undefeated Cora Lynn. The defensive end
had their work cut out for them with very ac-
curate shooters and great cohesion on court.
Our attacking end also worked exceptionally
hard. Overall, we are very proud of the girls
efforts and don't feel that the scoreboard re-
flected how well they played as a team.

Awards: Alana Dakin and Hope Oats.

15 & Under: This game was always going
to be one of our biggest challenges this sea-
son. Cora Lynn came out firing from the first
whistle and from there they didn't put a foot
wrong. We will shake this one off learn a lot
from it and move on to next week against
Garfield with a fresh game plan and mindset.
Awards: Maya Andersen and Paige O'Brien.

13 & Under: Our U13 team had their first
look at some wet conditions, and unfortu-
nately one of our goalers fell victim to the
slippery court surface in the first few min-
utes of the game. The team had to adjust
in what was already a tough task of facing a
polished, well drilled Cora Lynn outfit and
we just didn't have the answers to match
them. Well done to all players for showing
up, giving it your best and smiling while do-
ing so.

Awards: Asha Payne and Claire Feehan.

11 & Under: We took on the top team this
week and it is fair to say Cora Lynn was
far too strong for our developing team. The
court was wet and slippery from the morn-
ing showers so it took the girls some time to
settle in and feel confident enough to go in for
the contests. The Cobras took the lead early
in the game, so our plan was to let the kids
try positions of their choosing,

Awards: Kalani Knaap and Molly Ritchie.

WEST GIPPSLAND

A GRADE

Kor-Bena 49 d KWR 31
Tooradin-Dal 54 d P-Island 45
K-Bass 30 It Cora Lynn 39
Dalyston 58 d Garfield 31

IK 36 It NNG 53

B GRADE

Kor-Bena 45 It KWR 53
Tooradin-Dal 59 d P-Island 35
K-Bass 29 It Cora Lynn 40
Dalyston 55 d Garfield 37

IK 32 It NNG 50

C GRADE

Kor-Bena 24 It KWR 36
Tooradin-Dal 29 d P-Island 17
K-Bass 21 It Cora Lynn 33
Dalyston 16 It Garfield 52

IK 43 d NNG 35

D GRADE

Kor-Bena 27 d KWR 26
Tooradin-Dal 39 d P-Island 31
K-Bass 10 It Cora Lynn 50
Dalyston 9 It Garfield 42

IK 37 It NNG 38

LADDERS
17 & UNDER A GRADE % pts C GRADE % pts 17 & UNDER % pts 13 & UNDER %
Kor-Bena 25 It KWR 44 Nar Nar Goon 14549 24  Coralynn 163.64 24 CoralLynn 200.00 24 Coralynn 380.36
Tooradin-Dal 28 It P-Island 47 Kor-Bena 145.14 20  Warragul Ind. 149.28 20 Nar Nar Goon 14432 24  Nar Nar Goon 345.61
K-Bass 7 It Cora Lynn 67 Cora Lynn 124.70 20 Garfield 14759 20 Phillip Island 166.15 20 Kor-Bena 215.71
Dalyston 39 d Garfield 19 Inverloch-K 9721 16  Tooradin-Dal. 132.10 18 Warragul Ind. 183.33 16 Tooradin-Dal. 188.89
IK 17 It NNG 41 Dalyston 119.34 16  Inverloch-K 123.78 18 Dalyston 11795 12  Garfield 182.02
15 & UNDER Phillip Island 108.77 14 Nar Nar Goon 135.16 12 Koo Wee Rup 105.41 12 Koo Wee Rup 86.39
Tooradin-Dal 44 d P-Island 15 Garfield 83.59 14  Kilcunda Bass 90.42 8 Tooradin-Dal. 102.46 12  Phillip Island 60.76
K-Bass 12 It Cora Lynn 64 Tooradin-Dal. 105.73 12  Phillip Island 64.33 8 Inverloch-K 72.73 12  Kilcunda Bass 81.29
Dalyston 16 It Garfield 24 Kilcunda Bass 91.67 4 Koo Wee Rup 61.33 8 Kor»l_?:ena 69.31 8 Warragul Ind. 49.67
IK 13 It NNG 58 Warragul Ind. 5470 4  Kor-Bena 57.71 4 Garfield 49.53 4  Inverloch-K 27.57
Koo Wee Rup 67.23 0 Dalyston 55.31 4 Kilcunda Bass 26.99 0  Dalyston 12.60
o e ynn 42 B GRADE D GRADE 15 & UNDER 11 & UNDER
Tooradin-Dal 39 d P-Island 10 Tooradin-Dal. 182.76 22  Coralynn 239.74 24 Nar Nar Goon 29896 24 Cora_ Lynn 34359 24
Dalyston 7 It Garfield 37 Dalyston 14493 20 Nar I_\Iar Goon 165.19 24 Cora L}fnn 271.76 24  Garfield 343.59 20
K 5ylt NNG 50 Nar Nar Goon 121.26 18 Garfield 160.66 20 Tooradin-Dal. 203.42 16 Inverloch-K 229.41 16
Kor-B 97 It KWR 28 Cora Lynn 103.68 18 HKor-Bena 127.82 16 Warragul Ind 9593 16 Koo Wee Rup 185.48 20
orbena Inverloch-K 98.94 14  Kilcunda Bass 106.59 16  Phillip Island 75.86 12  Phillip Island 166.67 18
11 & UNDER Kilcunda Bass 113.82 12  Tooradin-Dal. 112,78 12 Kilcunda Bass 76.88 12  Kor-Bena 188.64 16
Tooradin-Dal 16 It P-Island 21 Phillip Island 106.94 12  Phillip Island 81.61 12 Koo Wee Rup 75.48 12  Tooradin-Dal. 86.29 8
Dalyston 6 It Garfield 36 Garfield 92.05 8 Koo Wee Rup 101.38 8 Garfield Stars 67.41 12  Warragul Ind. 19.67 8
K-Bass 2 It Cora Lynn 44 Koo Wee Rup 81.82 8 Inverloch-K 78.02 8 Inverloch-K 4413 8 Nar Nar Goon 75.42 6
IK5 d NNG O Kor-Bena 78.48 8  Warragul Ind 4703 O Dalyston 4783 4  Dalyston 3111 4
Kor-Bena 8 It KWR 15 Warragul Ind. 3249 0 Dalyston 29.87 0 Kor-Bena 0.00 0  Kilcunda Bass 1831 O
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A GRADE

Buln Buln 48 It Longwarry 52
Lang Lang 44 It Ellinbank 60
Catani 34 It Trafalgar 60
Nyora 26 It Bunyip 53
Poowong 33 It Nil-Darn 62
Yarragon 26 It Neerim Sth 63
B GRADE

Buln Buln 37 d Longwarry 35
Lang Lang 29 It Ellinbank 74
Catani 50 d Trafalgar 40
Nyora 21 It Bunyip 59
Poowong 41 It Nil-Darn 59
Yarragon 23 It Neerim Sth 56
C GRADE

Buln Buln 36 d Longwarry 28
Lang Lang 19 It Ellinbank 48
Catani 39 It Trafalgar 50
Nyora 6 It Bunyip 56
Poowong 21 It Nil-Darn 23
Yarragon 39 It Neerim Sth 40

17 & UNDER

Buln Buln 26 It Longwarry 41
Lang Lang 58 d Ellinbank 14
Catani 35 d Trafalgar 32
Nyora 13 It Bunyip 31
Poowong 32 d Nil-Darn 29
Yarragon 47 d Neerim Sth 35
15 & UNDER

Buln Buln 16 d Longwarry 10
Lang Lang 31 d Ellinbank 12
Catani 45 d Trafalgar 11
Nyora 5 It Bunyip 40
Poowong 19 d Nil-Darn 11
Yarragon 9 It Neerim Sth 33
13 & UNDER

Buln Buln 27 d Longwarry 9
Lang Lang 50 d Ellinbank 7
Catani 9 It Trafalgar 48
Nyora 1 It Bunyip 52
Poowong 19 d Nil-Darn 15
Yarragon 9 It Neerim Sth 33

LADDERS

A GRADE % pts
Neerim South 196.00 24
Longwarry 164.36 20
Nilma Darnum 144.49 20
Ellinbank 134.02 16
Poowong 95.14 16
Trafalgar 112.05 12
Lang Lang 9458 12
Catani 88.15 8
Yarragon 86.17 8
Bunyip 7465 8
Nyora 51.78 O
Buln Buln 4823 O
B GRADE

Ellinbank 162.30 24
Lang Lang 116.60 20
Neerim South 132.47 16
Catani 146.46 16
Poowong 130.16 16
Bunyip 119.44 16
Nilma Darnum 118.72 16
Yarragon 8390 8
Buln Buln 79.25 8
Longwarry 86.03 O
Trafalgar 6746 O
Nyora 3451 O
C GRADE

Ellinbank 145.03 20
Buln Buln 124.23 20
Yarragon 156.94 18
Longwarry 150.32 16
Trafalgar 116.75 16
Neerim South  96.31 16
Catani 139.29 14
Nilma Darnum 96.98 8
Lang Lang 7882 8
Poowong 98.81 4
Bunyip 80.29 4
Nyora 1211 O

GIPPSLAND

A GRADE

Warragul 67 d Leongatha 42
Moe 74 d Sale 34

Wonthaggi 40 It Bairnsdale 52
Maffra 40 It Morwell 66
Drouin 52 d Traralgon 43

B GRADE

Warragul 34 It Leongatha 55
Moe 62 d Sale 31

Wonthaggi 53 d Bairnsdale 29
Maffra 46 It Morwell 49
Drouin 49 It Traralgon 64

C GRADE

Warragul 26 It Leongatha 49
Moe 33 d Sale 31

Wonthaggi 39 d Bairnsdale 35
Maffra 17 It Morwell 58
Drouin 36 It Traralgon 40

LADDERS

A GRADE % pts
Moe 200.00 24
Warragul 170.49 24
Morwell 125.62 20
Drouin 121.09 12
Leongatha 90.49 12
Bairnsdale 86.83 12
Wonthaggi 7851 8
Traralgon 74.39 4
Sale 56.74 4
Maffra 60.10 O
B GRADE

Leongatha 175.39 24
Wonthaggi 173.12 24
Moe 158.41 20
Traralgon 120.08 16
Drouin 87.38 12
Warragul 9431 8
Morwell 80.27 8
Maffra 7414 8
Bairnsdale 58.02 O
Sale 5767 O
C GRADE

Morwell 157.50 22
Leongatha 145.27 22
Wonthaggi 169.14 20
Bairnsdale 122.28 12
Traralgon 121.82 12
Drouin 98.26 12
Moe 89.66 12
Sale 8594 8
Warragul 46.07 O
Maffra 4535 O

17 & UNDER

Longwarry 172.11 24
Nilma Darnum 157.50 20
Trafalgar 132.04 16
Catani 116.86 16
Poowong 107.94 16
Yarragon 130.89 14
Neerim South 108.02 12
Lang Lang 139.23 10
Bunyip 7713 6
Ellinbank 4752 6
Buln Buln 7231 4
Nyora 19.05 O
15 & UNDER

Catani 302.63 24
Neerim South 224.42 24
Poowong 212.82 20
Bunyip 155.86 20
Lang Lang 177.00 16
Nilma Darnum 105.83 12
Buln Buln 9496 12
Longwarry 100.85 8
Yarragon 65.09 4
Ellinbank 62.84 4
Trafalgar 4278 O
Nyora 734 O
13 & UNDER

Lang Lang 930.00 24
Trafalgar 239.19 24
Bunyip 296.92 20
Buln Buln 221.13 16
Longwarry 102.65 16
Poowong 85.19 12
Catani 70.63 12
Nilma Darnum 81.89 8
Yarragon 69.12 4
Neerim South  69.12 4
Ellinbank 3235 4
Nyora 6.32 O

17 & UNDER

Warragul 35 It Leongatha 40
Moe 45 It Sale 48

Wonthaggi 22 It Bairnsdale 64
Maffra 38 d Morwell 19
Drouin 32 It Traralgon 67

15 & UNDER

Warragul 48 d Leongatha 38
Moe 39 It Sale 48
Wonthaggi 6 It Bairnsdale 56
Maffra 21 d Morwell 17
Drouin 22 It Traralgon 59

13 & UNDER

Warragul 3 It Leongatha 53
Moe 27 drew Sale 27
Wonthaggi 6 It Bairnsdale 45
Maffra 42 d Morwell 31
Drouin 13 It Traralgon 39

17 & UNDER % pts

Traralgon 270.49 24
Bairnsdale 230.77 24
Sale 120.28 24
Maffra 89.52 12
Drouin 7993 8
Leongatha 7719 8
Moe 75.75 8
Warragul 68.66 8
Wonthaggi 76.47 4
Morwell 53.82 0
15 & UNDER

Traralgon 246.21 24
Sale 167.20 24
Warragul 129.63 16
Bairnsdale 132.10 12
Drouin 109.95 12
Moe 97.79 12
Maffra 83.07 8
Leongatha 7729 4
Morwell 60.73 4
Wonthaggi 991 O
13 & UNDER

Leongatha 270.00 24
Sale 178.40 18
Traralgon 160.38 16
Bairnsdale 196.84 14
Moe 93.70 14
Morwell 88.51 12
Maffra 129.56 10
Drouin 74.85 8
Wonthaggi 33.64 4
Warragul 10.84 O
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Wonthaggi’s Macie Gilmour was considered one of the best on the court in
a strong win by Power’s B Grade, here taking it to Bairnsdale’s Sophie Bills

in the midcourt.

Wonthaggi Power’s Macie Gilmour stretches for the ball in the B Grade

match against Bairnsdale on Saturday.

=y
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e

Wonthaggi Power’'s A Grade centre
Macy Peterson challenges her opponent

Paris Dunkley

for the ball

in an

entertaining contest between Wonthaggi
and Bairnsdale on Saturday.
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Grace Green Poowong A Grade
driving forward and jumping to
catch the ball. Photo: Jeff Tull

Leongatha’s Lacy Fennell was
selected to compete in Victoria’s
U15 netball squad at the School
Sport Australia Games, set to be
held in Queensland at the end of

July.

Netballer
selected for
nationals

LEONGATHA netballer Lacy
Fennell will represent Mary Mack-
illop Catholic Regional College
and School Sports Victoria in the
upcoming School Sport Australia
Games in Queensland.

Lacy was selected for the Ulbs
Victorian netball team, which will
compete from July 28 to August 1.

She was encouraged to trial for
the Victorian squad by members
of the Leongatha Football Netball
Club, where she has played for the
past three seasons.

Lacy described the selection
process as hard, as she compet-
ed alongside and against quality
school netballers and talent acad-
emy representatives at the State
Netball and Hockey Centre.

A squad of 15 - including train-
ing partners — was announced on
Monday, May 5.

Lacy said she was both excited
and nervous when she found out
she made the team.

Lacy is a versatile player out on
the court and can comfortably
jump from centre and wing de-
fence to goal defence and goalkeep-
er, making her a valuable member
of the Victorian team.

“I prefer centre because you can
run everywhere and be on the ball
a lot more, but you can take a lot
of intercepts in goal defence, which
is fun,” she said.

Lacy started her netball jour-
ney playing for the Meeniyan and
District team in the Leongatha
and District Netball Association
(LDNA).

She played LDNA for one season
before joining the Parrots.

She is a dedicated athlete, also
committing herself to basketball.

Lacy is currently a member of
Korumburra Basketball Associa-
tion’s U16 girls VJBL squad, which
is competing in the highest level of
the competition this season.

“It's a big commitment. We have
sport almost every night with the
kids and there’s a lot of time spent
in the car,” Lacy’s mum Vanessa
said.

“It's all worthwhile because it's
always fun and enjoyable watch-
ing the people you love doing what
they love. This is a fabulous oppor-
tunity for Lacy.”

Lacy will be competing in two
games per day during the champi-
onship, with the hope of going all
the way to the grand final.

She’s also aiming to improve her
skills and play as well as she can at
a national level.

Lacy thanked her family and the
Leongatha Football Netball Club
for their ongoing support.
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There were almost 200 guests in attendance. Ns15 2025

Sweet 60th celebrations

LEONGATHA & District
Netball Association (LDNA)
were proud to mark 60
years as hundreds came
together to celebrate on
May 17.

The evening was held at
the Leongatha grandstand
with almost 200 guests
including dignitaries such
as Melina Bath MP South
Gippsland Shire Mayor
John Schelling and many
life members.

Councillor Schelling high-
lighted it was an honour to
celebrate the milestone and
that 60 years was no “small
feat”.

He touched on his wife’s
and daughters’ involve-
ment with the club and
how it was a major part of
their life.

“The association has
been more than just a
sporting body, it's been a
place where friendships
are formed,” he said.

“Generations of play-
ers, coaches, umpires and
supporters have passed
through these courts, each
leaving their mark and
helping shape the legacy we
celebrate today.

Wal Worsfold was rhaster of ceremonies for the

night. Ns13_2025

“Netball and team sports
are deeply woven into the
fabric of Leongatha and the
broader South Gippsland
region.”

He also thanked all the
club’'s dedicated volun-
teers.

The night featured an
incredible menu topped
off with a dazzling 60th
birthday cake as well as the
launch of a new book on
the club.

Tune in next week
Jor all the photos from
the celebrations

Initiative launched to strengthen junior footy

AFL Gippsland is excited
to announce the launch of
the Gippsland Junior Foot-
ball Retention Project.

Recognising the vital role
junior football plays in the
Gippsland community, this
project will work -closely
with clubs, leagues, play-
ers, parents and coaches
to develop and implement
effective strategies for a
thriving junior football
landscape.

The vision is to create an
environment where young
players feel more connect-
ed, supported and passion-
ate about the sport, leading
to increased participation
and a stronger overall foot-
ball community.

The project will unfold
in phases, starting with a
crucial ‘Discover’ phase fo-
cused on gathering insights
from the football commu-
nity.

As part of this initial
stage, AFL Gippsland is
calling on all interested
stakeholders to contribute
their valuable perspectives
through consultation ses-
sions and surveys.

AFL Gippsland invites
all members of the junior
football community — play-
ers, parents and guard-
ians, coaches, and club
and league administrators

— to book a 60-minute on-
line consultation session
to share their experiences
and ideas.

This is a fantastic oppor-
tunity to directly influence
the future of junior football
in Gippsland.

Book your consultation
session at picktime.com/

aflgippsland.
In addition to the con-
sultation sessions, AFL

Gippsland is also launch-
ing a series of surveys tai-
lored to different groups
within the junior football
community.

These surveys will pro-
vide valuable data to inform
the project’s direction.

All information regard-
ing the Gippsland Junior
Football Retention Project,
including updates and sur-
vey links, can be found at
aflgippsland.com.au/reten-
tion.

AFL Gippsland region
manager Tim Cotter is
leading the project and is
enthusiastic about the col-
laborative approach.

“We believe that by work-
ing together with our com-
munity, we can ensure a
bright future for junior
football in Gippsland, fos-
tering a lifelong love of the
game for our young partici-
pants,” he said.

This project is supported
by a dedicated team includ-
ing Mid Gippsland Foot-
ball Netball League junior
development officer Ken
Hutchinson, Combined
Saints  Junior Football
Club president Damian
Blackford, AFL Gippsland
club development lead Ni-
cole Bertuna, Moe Football
Netball Club football op-
erations manager Clinton
Taylor, Lindenow Football
Netball Club vice presi-
dent James Blandford,
Inverloch-Kongwak Junior
Football Club committee
member Luke Short, War-
ragul and District Junior
Football League president
Shara McAuley, Sale City
Junior Football Club com-
mittee member Wayne
Langford, and Southern
and West Gippsland Ju-
nior Football Competition
operations manager Bob-
bie Lee Blay.

“We urge everyone in-
volved in junior football
across Gippsland to en-
gage with this project. Your
input is crucial in helping
us develop strategies that
will ensure the health and
sustainability of our clubs
and leagues, and most im-
portantly, a lifelong love of
the game for all our play-
ers,” Cotter said.

Victorian Rock ‘n’ Roll Dance State Championships title for Fours competition.

Gippsland foursome take out State Champs

JENNY and John Kerville
of J&J Gatha Rock in Le-
ongatha and Anne and Rein
Hermens from Hooked on
Rock in Traralgon danced
their way to the Victorian
State title in Fours compe-
tition at the Victorian Rock
‘n’ Roll Dance State Cham-
pionships in Wantirna on
the weekend.

The team performed to
the song ‘It's Late’ by Ricky
Nelson.

“We had to choreograph a
routine, changing partners
and positions throughout,”

TOYOTA HILUX GR-S

Z Leongatha Toyots

Valued at $83,279

from

Jenny said.

“They mark on things like
coordination, timing, pre-
sentation, and the flow of

the moves.”
Each State has its own
championships, with the

Gippsland quartet hav-
ing now qualified for the
Nationals to be held in
Queensland in August.

It's too early to contem-
plate that opportunity yet.

“We've only just won
this one; we haven't even
touched on the Nationals,”
Jenny said.

.

That would require lots
of work, with a new song
and routine.

The foursome’s State tri-
umph followed a winning
performance at the Gippy
Rocks event held in Sale
during February.

For those keen to take
to the dance floor, John
and Jenny run Thursday
classes at Leongatha’s Da-
kers Centre at 7.30pm,
while Anne and Rein hold
Monday night classes at
the VRI Hall in Traralgon,
also at 7.30pm.

Drive away

Vehicles will be displayed at every KBFNC Home Games in Korumburra

Tickets available @

kbfncgiants.com.au

or scan the QR Code
2" PRIZE

=

= Draw Friday

Voucher from

Permit no.

39 PRIZE

Voucher from

at 7Z.00pm at the
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FOOTY TIPPING
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BEN DANIEL CARL ALEX JAE DARRYL
FISHER CHETLAND LINDSAY GEYER DAVEY McGANNON
Western Bulldogs Western Bulldogs Geelong Western Bulldogs Geelong Geelong
Essendon Essendon Essendon Essendon Essendon Essendon
GWS GWS GWS GWS GWS Carlton
Brisbane Hawthorn Hawthorn Hawthorn Hawthorn Hawthorn
Collingwood Collingwood Collingwood Collingwood Collingwood Collingwood
Fremantle Port Adelaide Fremantle Fremantle Fremantle Fremantle
Adelaide Adelaide Adelaide Adelaide Adelaide Adelaide
Sydney Sydney Sydney Sydney Melbourne Sydney
St Kilda St Kilda Gold Coast Suns St Kilda St Kilda Gold Coast Suns

LAST WEEK'S TIPS 6

81 Commercial Street,
Korumburra
5655 1024

LAST WEEK'S TIPS 5

MELBOURNE
FURNISHING CO.

i

119 Graham Street,
Wonthaggi
5672 1027

LAST WEEK'S TIPS 5 LAST WEEK'S TIPS 5

% ;; PAINT SHOP

Wonthaggi 5672 5522
Leongatha 5662 2941

145 Graham Street,
Wonthaggi
5672 1137

LAST WEEK'S TIPS 4

Coastal
Independence
and Mobility

62-64 McBride Avenue,
Wonthaggi
70510720

A

LAST WEEK'S TIPS 6

EONEY'S

—_

1=~ G HYUNDA

1 Roughead Street,
Leongatha
5662 2327

KRIS RYAN CRAIG DARREN ADAM JUSTIN LEIGH
BAKER SHANE FARRINGTON  TILEY WARE CAPORALE DONOHUE
Geelong Geelong Geelong Geelong Geelong Western Bulldogs
Essendon Richmond Essendon Essendon Essendon Essendon
GWS GWS Carlton GWS Carlton GWS
Brisbane Hawthorn Hawthorn Hawthorn Hawthorn Hawthorn
Collingwood Collingwood Collingwood Collingwood Collingwood Collingwood
Fremantle Port Adelaide Port Adelaide Fremantle Fremantle Port Adelaide
Adelaide Adelaide Adelaide Adelaide Adelaide Adelaide
Sydney Sydney Sydney Sydney Melbourne Sydney
St Kilda Gold Coast Suns Gold Coast Suns Gold Coast Suns Gold Coast Suns Gold Coast Suns

LAST WEEK'S TIPS 6

. Tyrepower

78-80 Watt Street,
Wonthaggi
5672 5760

LAST WEEK'S TIPS 5

N7,

TOYOTA

Leongatha Toyota

7-13 Hughes Street,
Leongatha
5662 2302

LAST WEEK'S TIPS 4 LAST WEEK'S TIPS 5

[

Sea Breeze | ¥
Screens BJS
—
6/5 Cyclone Street,
Wonthaggi 2/88-98 Watt Street,
Darren 0405 603 569 Wonthaggi
1800 358 131

Craig 0415 641845

LAST WEEK'S TIPS 5

2) REL'capitaI

41 McCartin Street,
Leongatha
5662 2529

LAST WEEK'S TIPS 4

Wonthaggi
0400 001 465

Screens, doors and more

Specialising in:

A Sea Breeze Screens
— -
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PACKAGE PRICES

AVAILABLE

FREE MEASURE
AND QUOTE

Factory 6/5 Cyclone Street, Wonthaggi
Darren 0405 603 569 C(raig 0415 641 845



Proudly brought to you by

Wonthaggi Toyota

TOYOTA

346 Bass Highway,
Wonthaggi tmcr 8179

56721722

LEADERBOARD

AFTER ROUND 10

Darryl McGannon 64

Justin Caporale 62

Aaron McGregor 61

Peter Fort 61
60 )
Phil Hardy 61
=& Fi_'_' - Adam Ware 60
'_ o Alex Geyer 60
o) J I David England 60
WARREN PHIL DYLAN DAVID PETER Liam Sawyer 60
STEWART HARDY CLARK ENGLAND FORT Dylan Clark 59
Geelong Geelong Geelong Geelong Geelong Ben Fisher 58
Essendon Essendon Essendon Essendon Essendon Carl Lind 58
Carlton GWS GWS Carlton Carlton an -indsay
Hawthorn Hawthorn Hawthorn Hawthorn Brisbane Warren Stewart 58
Collingwood Collingwood Collingwood Collingwood Collingwood Daniel Chetland 57
Fremantle Fremantle Fremantle Fremantle Fremantle Brad Hodson 56
Adelaide Adelaide Adelaide Adelaide Adelaide .
Craig & Darren 55
Sydney Sydney Melbourne Melbourne Sydney
Gold Coast Suns Gold Coast Suns Gold Coast Suns Gold Coast Suns Gold Coast Suns Hayden Poppe 55
LAST WEEK'S TIPS 4  LASTWEEK'STIPS 6  LASTWEEK'STIPS 6  LASTWEEK'STIPS 6  LASTWEEK'STIPS 5 Kris Baker 54
: AA v L Brett Jacobs 52
TOYOTA Husovarna F( }rl\,-ll"h' "11'!"_'- i
i : % FODDS AUSTEALIA Leigh Donohue 50
Wonthaggi Toyota Bass Const LIGHT ENGINES
346 Bass Highway, 317 White Road, 1 A'Beckett Street 3/45-61 McKenzie St, 47 Station Street, Ryan Shane 50
Wonthaggi Wonthaggi Inverloch Wonthaggi Korumburra Jae Davey 49
5632 3503 5672 4017 5674 1432 5644 2080 0417 332 141

KEITH EDDIE LIAM AARON BRAD BRETT HAYDEN
KELLY CHANDLER SAWYER McGREGOR HODSON JACOBS POPPE
Western Bulldogs Geelong Geelong Geelong Western Bulldogs Western Bulldogs
Essendon Essendon Essendon Essendon Essendon Essendon
GWS GWS GWS GWS Carlton Carlton
Brisbane Brisbane Hawthorn Hawthorn Hawthorn Brisbane
Collingwood Collingwood Collingwood Collingwood Collingwood Collingwood
Fremantle Fremantle Fremantle Fremantle Fremantle Fremantle
Adelaide Adelaide Adelaide Adelaide Adelaide Adelaide
Melbourne Sydney Sydney Melbourne Melbourne Melbourne
Gold Coast Suns St Kilda Gold Coast Suns Gold Coast Suns St Kilda St Kilda

LAST WEEK'S TIPS 4

coonfYEAR

AUTOCARE '-j-'.'l'-'...".' o

LAST WEEK'S TIPS 5

54 Graham Street,
Wonthaggi
5672 1311

16 McBride Avenue,
Wonthaggi
5672 1007

THE FEELING STARTS HERE

LAST WEEK'S TIPS 5 LAST WEEK'S TIPS 4 LAST WEEK'S TIPS 6 LAST WEEK'S TIPS 5
. ] -
gy Sras abicor ir
homemakers TOTALLY HPfire
furnish your dreams WORKWEAR Southern Rt by b bl el
24 Inverloch Road, 15/17 Murray Street, 28 Inverloch Road, 6/6 Cyclone Street,
Wonthaggi Wonthaggi Wonthaggi Wonthaggi
5672 5906 5672 5878 5672 4770 5672 2543
TOYOTA

Discover our wide range of vehicles in stock at

Wonthaggi and Leongatha Toyota

346 Bass Highway, Wonthaggi « T: 03 5672 1722 - wonthaggitoyota.com.au « LMCT 8179
7-13 Hughes Street, Leongatha « T: 03 5662 2302 - leongathatoyota.com.au « LMCT 8179

OH WHAT A FEELING

JA23071
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Wilkie Edgelow searches for an opening.

Ns39 2025

MID GIPPSLAND [RAAE
LEAGUE RESULTS [ .

FISH CREEK FOOTBALL CLUB

#134 X33

| FISHCREEK || _MORWELLEAST

Fish Creek 3.6 8.14 10.20 18.26 (134)
MorwellEast 2.0 2.1 43 5.3(33)
GOALS, Fish Creek: D Berryman 4, L Williams,

J Shaw 3, T Vuillermin 2, J Harry, B Shaw,

B Mitchell, J Lamers, S McGannon,

K Dorling 1 each

BEST: L Gale, B Shaw, T Vuillermin, J Shaw,

J Kenny, J Hayes

GOALS, Morwell East: J Quinn 2, T Wilson,

J Francis, B Evans 1 each

BEST: D Heyden, D Field, M Diaz, | Terrick,

W Kennedy, D Cooper

RESERVES

Fish Creek 3.6 8.14 10.20 18.26(68)
MorwellEast 2.0 21 43 5.3 (27)
GOALS, Fish Creek: A Bright 3, O Bright 2,

N Buckland, L Buckland, A Edgelow,

P Mueller 1 each

BEST: L Cocksedge, O Schnoor, L Buckland,

E Farrell, T Millton

GOALS, Morwell East: B Marks, B Atkinson,

K Chapman 1

BEST: B Atkinson, T Scott, K Chapman,

J Lansdown, M Williams, S Winmar

THIRDS

Fish Creek 00 01 34 3.6 (24)
Newborough 4.1 7.6 10.9 16.12(108)
GOALS, Fish Creek: R Cicero 2, H Cocksedge 1
BEST: R Cicero, J Rysko, A Hamlett, T Taylor,

O Bright, J Morgan

GOALS, Newborough: O Hanson 9, M Langdon 3,
A Kora, C Hanson, A Daley, Z Daley 1 each

BEST: O Hanson, T McCabe, L Nelson, A Korab,

Z Daley, J Gibbs

TOORA FOOTBALL CLUB
MIRBOO NORTH FOOTBALL CLUB

X 5 5 3
TOORA MIRBOO NORTH

Toora 23 2.7 313 5.15(45)
Mirboo Nth 11 34 64 8.5(53)
GOALS, Toora: L Smart 2, S Frawley, J Griffin,

J Weston 1 each

BEST: J Pintus, L Smart, J French, L Marr,

J Weston, J Smart

GOALS, Mirboo Nth: E Woodall 2, A Woodall,

D Turner, J Brooks, H Kerr, J Chila, R Oddy 1 each
BEST: J Chila, B Peters, A Woodall, R Oddy,

H Mahoney, J Blair

RESERVES
Toora 10 23 23 4.6 (30)
Mirboo Nth 24 35 6.8 6.8 (44)

GOALS, Toora: J Cripps, A Vening, C Butinar,

L de Boer 1 each

BEST: L de Boer, M Glowrey, A Walker, J Dows,
Z Lewis, A Vening

GOALS, Mirboo Nth: D Pinneri 3, B Peters,

J Hutton, T McGrath 1 each

BEST: T Kelly, L Poljak, D Pinneri, X Spaull,

W Jacka, L Gervasi

Fish Creek gets the better of the ruck. Ns40 2025

Inaccurate Fish Creek

demolishes M

FISH Creek triumphed by
100 points against Morwell
East, the Hawks facing one of
the toughest challenges in the
competition against the reign-
ing premiers on the Kangaroos’
ground.

The Hawks have appeared
to be a shell of their normal
selves, with this contest expect-
ed to give coach Paul Henry a
look at how his men handle the
adversity they are currently go-
ing through, but the result was
perhaps not a true indication
of the undermanned Morwell
East’s efforts.

Still, the margin could have
been greater, an inaccurate
Fish Creek winning 18-25-133
to 5-3-33.

“It was a solid win on the
weekend against Morwell East,
who from all reports have been
struck down with a big number
of injuries; credit to them for
fighting the game out and hope-
fully they can get some num-
bers back soon,” Fish Creek
coach Jarrad Walker said.

He noted there is still a bit
for the Kangaroos to work on,
with skills and ball movement
works in progress.

By Rob Popplestone

“We have a nice early bye next
week before what will be a big
month in shaping our season,”
Walker said.

While the Kangaroos are still
working on improvements, the
Hawks are focused on getting
more soldiers on the park, and
then on turning their fortunes
around after a horror start to
the year.

“We were undermanned com-
ing into a game you don’t want
to be undermanned in,” Mor-
well East coach Paul Henry
said.

“We battled hard,” he said,
stressing that much of the
scoring damage was inflicted
late in quarters two and four.

Coach Henry defends his
team, as he should, but this
Hawks side needs to find
something from somewhere,
and they need to do it as soon
as possible, as they seem to be
a way off both where they were
in 2024 and where they need to
be this season.

Fish Creek on the other hand
is cruising through the season
doing what Fish Creek does.

orwell East

Fish Creek’s Jacob Lamers looks to upset Morwell East’s
mark. Ns38 2025

Tigers hold on as wayward Magpies let win slip

MIRBOO North recorded a
hard-fought eight-point win
over an inaccurate Toora, un-
der cloudy skies at Toora Rec-
reation Reserve on Saturday.

Mirboo North’s victory was
its third for the season and
after six games, the mighty
Tigers are eighth on the Mid
Gippsland ladder.

A slight westerly breeze was
helping to push play towards
the outer boundary line.

It was tough football all the
way, with plenty of tenacious
tackles and bruising bumps,
throughout the afternoon.

Jesse Chila, skipper Hud-
son Kerr, Harry Mahoney
and Archie Woodall were
red-hot runners for the Ti-
gers, whilst Beau Peters, Riley
Oddy, Ethan Woodall and Alex
Windsor’s overhead marking
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By Rover

was outstanding,

Jacob Blair and Taj Wilkins
in defence and tireless ruck-
man, Patrick Lewis, also
earned their stripes for the
visitors.

Solid performers for Toora
included Jonathon Pintus,
Lachi Smart with two goals,
Jordan French, Jack Weston
and Lachlan Marr.

Although the Magpies deliv-
ered some magnificent foot
passes around the ground,
they struggled to kick straight
in front of the big white sticks
— as their score of 5.15 indi-
cates.

At half-time, Toora had 2.7
on the scoreboard and at the
last change, it was 3.13.

As the Magpies were finding:

peppering the goals is one
thing; kicking the Sherrin
through them, quite another.

Mirboo North’'s persistence
broke the game open in the
third quarter, when Archie
Woodall snapped a clever goal
— then two minutes later, he
combined with playing coach,
Damien Turner, for the Tigers’
fifth major.

Soon after, Beau Peters
passed to Ethan Woodall,
who, aided by a 50-metre
penalty, slammed through the
Tigers’ third goal in four min-
utes.

It was during this short pe-
riod that Mirboo North was
surer than Toora in its mark-
ing and purer in its pick-ups
around the packs.

After several previous nar-
row misses, Weston's long

shot found the wide opening
for the Magpies, that reduced
Toora’s deficit to nine points
at the last change.

An early goal from the Mag-
pies was matched by Kerr be-
fore Joe Brooks slotted a tight
left-foot snap from the left for-
ward pocket, that put the Ti-
gers 14 points in front.

Late into time-on, came
Toora’s fifth goal, after which
a behind from Josh Griffin
saw the Magpies go down by
eight points at the final siren.

After 20 scoring shots to the
Tigers’ 13, the disappoint-
ed Magpies knew they had
kicked themselves out of the
game.

This  Saturday, @ Mirboo
North is at home to Stony
Creek, which is coming off a
bye.
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Tarwin looks for an opening as Foster closes in. Ns35_ 2025

Foster shakes off competitive Tarwin

FOSTER may have comfort-
ably accounted for most op-
position to date but neverthe-
less had prepared for a fiercer
contest in the shape of a Tar-
win side on the rebound.

The Sharks have been com-
petitive, but their long list of
injuries has started taking its
toll, and it showed, eventually
defeated 7.5-47 to the Tigers
10.11-71.

“We were really challenged
today, and they’ll beat teams
and contend for a finals po-
sition if they stay healthy,”

By Rob Popplestone

Foster coach Sam Davies said
after the Sharks’ competitive
display.

He praised the way his side
stood up to the challenge.

“We showed a lot of grit and
just found a way to score and
keep pressure on when we
were up against it, so I'm re-
ally proud of the group,” Da-
vies said.

Foster now sits atop the
MGFNL ladder with five wins
from as many matches; the

Tigers are good and getting
better as we dive deeper into
the season.

Tarwin however should not
be forgotten in this contest
as the Sharks at one stage
looked as though they might
steal the win.

“It was a tough loss to swal-
low on the weekend for us;
we took the game up to them
in lots of areas but a seven
minute lapse after halftime
proved costly and was prob-
ably the difference,” Tarwin
coach Lachie Jones said.

“Good sides don’t have these
lapses so we will focus some
time on that in our review.”

Jones noted that while fur-
ther injuries didn’'t help the
cause, Tarwin will keep per-
sisting,.

The Sharks are starting to
loom as one of a few clubs
capable of forcing themselves
into the top half of the MGF-
NL ladder, something that this
year is proving difficult to do.

In short, this competition is
tough and tight and very excit-
ing.

Tarwin’s Harrison Cumming contests
the ruck. Ns34 2025

MDU wins a cracker of a contest against Yinnar

THIS clash promised plenty
and delivered most of what
was expected, the Magpies
rolling into round six with five
wins from as many matches,
welcoming an in-form De-
mons side that hadn’t tasted
defeat since round 1, and a
side that would not give up its
streak of victories.

MDU 15.9-99 defeated Yin-
nar 15.6-96 in one of the
games of the year.

“It was another great game
of footy on the weekend; we
understood it was going to be
a huge challenge to take on
Yinnar on its home deck but
I knew the lads were up to it

By Rob Popplestone

after playing some good footy
the last few weeks,” MDU
coach Rhett Kelly said.

“I thought we started that
game really well, but to Yin-
nar’s credit, they kept spread-
ing hard from the contest
and put some pressure on us
across the second and third
quarters.

“I asked the boys for a big ef-
fort in the last quarter, which
is what they delivered.”

Kelly acknowledged the
game could have gone ei-
ther way, proud that his side
fought it out until the end.

“Yinnar is a solid team, and
we look forward to another
hit out in the second half of
the year,” the Demons coach
added.

With the bye this weekend,
everyone at MDU has some
time away from the club to re-
fresh and regroup after a solid
block of footy.

Yinnar coach Sam McCull-
och expressed his disappoint-
ment in the loss after his side
did a lot right.

“We played some really
good footy at different peri-
ods throughout the day but
weren’t able to maintain it for
four quarters, which won't

win games against good op-
position; we will learn a lot
from the game and work on
the areas which let us down,”
he said.

“We can't wait to have the
opportunity to respond and
redeem ourselves against Fos-
ter, and it will be a good test
to see where we are at the mo-
ment against what looks like
the team to beat right now.”

The league ladder has four
teams vying for position at the
top, Yinnar, MDU, Foster and
Fish Creek, and a few mistakes
by any one of the four will have
another group of teams ready
to take their spots.

MID GIPPSLAND LEAGUE LADDERS ROUND 6

3l RESERVES WL % ps
Foster .......... .5 0 26256 24 : Yinnar .6 0 26570 24 MDU ..... 4 1 29136 20
Fish Creek .. .4 1 21330 20 MDU ...covureee .5 1 35616 20 Yinnar .......... 3 1 16283 20
Yinnar ......... .5 1 17452 20 Newborough .... 4 1 217.00 20 Newborough .4 1 150.56 20
MDU ........ .5 1 15288 20 Morwell East .... .4 2 20045 16 Hill End ............ 2 2 79.78 16
Thorpdale ......ccocevverernenns 3 2 97.86 16 Tarwin ..coveeeeeceeeeesesenenns 4 2 13984 16 Mirboo Nth .....cccceeereeernene 2 3 93.31 12
Newborough ........ccceunueee 3 2 94.14 16 Fish Creek .....ccccvveruveernens 3 2 67.74 16 Tarwin ..o 1 3 69.77 12
Stony Creek ... .2 3 8711 12 Stony Creek . .2 3 98.54 12 Fish Creek ...ccceevveeeennene 0 5 30.41 4
Mirboo Nth ...ccecervieiieene 3 3 80.99 12 Foster ........... .1 3 61.71 10

Boolarra ....ccccceveevniinnnenn. 3 3 80.82 12 Toora ..... .14 107.85 8

TarWin e 2 4 92.84 8 Hill End .2 4 77.25 8

Lo Lo - TR 0 5 57.64 4 Mirboo Nth ... 2 4 65.44 8

Morwell East ......ccceeuneen. 1 5 49.59 4 Thorpdale .. L1 4 29.95 8

Hill ENd e 0O 6 44.97 0 B0oOolarra .....cceeeeeeeeereenenens 0 5 27.85 2

LEADING GOAL KICKERS LEADING GOAL KICKERS LEADING GOAL KICKERS

Nick Nagel (MDU) 33 Jarryd Garlick (Yinnar) 23 Tobias McDuffie (Mirboo North) 24
Kane Grinstead-Jones (Yinnar) 28 Brendan Tomada (MDU) 20 Angus Mcinnes (MDU) 24
Jake Best (Foster) 18 Ethan Hubbard (Hill End) 12 Oscar Hanson (Newborough) 19

MID GIPPSLAND [N

LEAGUE RESULTS

FOSTER FOOTBALL CLUB
TARWIN FOOTBALL CLUB

&@71 F4L7

FOSTER TARWIN

Foster 42 53 9.6 10.11(71)
Tarwin 32 43 6.5 7.5 (47)
GOALS, Foster: S Chaseling 4, J Best, M Cooke 2,
J Rathjen, J Flavelle 1 each

BEST: S Chaseling, L Rathjen, M Allott, M Clark,

D Williams, C Banbury

GOALS, Tarwin: D Brosnan 4, T Harley 2,

T Vanderkolk 1

BEST: H Cumming, B Chalmers, D Brosnan,

D Houston, M Williams, F Brosnan

RESERVES
Foster 01 03 15 210(22)
Tarwin 3.2 84 114 13.6(84)

GOALS, Foster: N Daldy, N Gundrill 1 each.
BEST: J Gay, B Smith, J Pryor, J Davy,

J Lewis, T Daldy

GOALS, Tarwin: T O’Loughlin, B Senior-Gibson,
L Anderson, H Watt 2, C Scott, J Osborne,

N Tucker, D Windsor, N McRae 1 each

BEST: N McRae, C Scott, D Woolf, J Osborne,
D Windsor, N Tucker

MDU FOOTBALL CLUB

896 99

YINNAR TR

Yinnar 41 6.2 134 15.6(96)
MDU 61 74 95 15.9(99)
GOALS, Yinnar: H McKay, K Grinstead-Jones 3,
M Geary, N Hall 2, J Bugeja 1, C Mills 1,

J Notman, W Robertson, S Famularo 1 each
BEST: C Mills, M Robertson, N Hall,

B Van Der Meer, M Geary, J Bugeja

GOALS, MDU: N Nagel 6, S Walsh,

T McRae 2, J Hickey, J Kennedy, L Wright,

S Forrester, W Stewart 1 each

BEST: S Walsh, T Corry, S Wilson, A Battersby,

B VanderZalm, J Leeden

RESERVES
Yinnar 22 22 23 4.3 (27)
MDU 11 13 13 1.4 (10)

GOALS, Yinnar: N McCafferty, J Garlick,

K Elphick, L Pollard 1 each

BEST: J Findlay, D Yates, T Hutchinson, L Pollard,
D Webster, M O'Toole

GOALS, MDU: B Tomada 1

BEST: H Cumming, B Chalmers, D Brosnan,

D Houston, M. Williams, F. Broshan

THIRDS
Yinnar 31 31 32 3.3(21)
MDU 41 7.6 109 16.12(124)

GOALS, Yinnar: H McCulloch 2, B Durea 1
BEST: B. Beecher, H Bugeja, G Ryan,

H Berechree, H McCulloch, | Krizanac

GOALS, MDU: A Mcinnes 7, L Hamilton 4,

J Cleator 3, A Hulshof 2, H Scrimshaw 1

BEST: A Mcinnes, J Cleator, L Hamilton, C Amor,
A Hulshof, C Harrison

SENIORS

Newborough 8.13.61 d Boolarra 4.11.35
Thorpdale 11.21.87 d HillEnd 4.14.38
RESERVES

Newborough 17.11.113 d Boolarra 2.2.14
Thorpdale 8.9.57 d Hill End 5.5.35
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Tigers of old, ready to roar

A BIG football re-
union is planned for
Saturday, June 14, at
noon in the Wonthaggi
Power clubrooms.

A big crowd is ex-
pected to turn out for
the celebration of the
1975 Wonthaggi Rov-
ers Senior Premiership
side under legendary
coach Colin McRae, the
1995 Premiership team
coached by Greg Hosk-
ing, and the 1965 thirds
team coached by Joe
Robson, who notched
up seven premierships
in eight years, an in-
credible performance.

The Rovers were
the winners of the last
premiership in the
old Bass Valley Foot-
ball League, and with
the disbanding of the
League, the remaining
seven clubs moved into
the Alberton Football
League.

This reunion looks
back over 60 years with
the Thirds, 50 years
with the 1975 team,
and 30 years on for the
1995 team.

Former Secretary and
player John Duscher
said he was looking
forward to catching up
with teammates, of-
ficials, life members,
and supporters to cel-
ebrate the success of
these teams.

“We had a great time
last year when we got

together to celebrate
the wins of 1974 and
1994, and we should
do it more often.”

Football has always
been a wonderful part
of this community and
an important part of
the town’s sporting his-
tory. The Wonthaggi
Rovers were a great
family group, and life-
long friendships were
made.

A proud, passion-
ate, and very competi-
tive club, Rovers was
formed in 1956 with
the amalgamation of
East Wonthaggi and
Shops Assistants Foot-
ball Clubs. At the end
of 2004, a new club
was formed, Wonthaggi
Power, with the amal-
gamation of the Wont-
haggi Rovers and Won-
thaggi Blues.

The stories just keep
getting bigger and bet-
ter with age, sharing the
sweetness of success,
the highs and lows, the
joys and disappoint-
ments, the great marks
and goals, and intense
rivalry.

It will be a day to re-
member and a day not
to be missed.

“It would be great to

see you there,” said
John.

“Tell your old team-
mates, family and

friends and put it in
your diary!”

Bridgenorth Parrot
lines up for Leongatha

AS PREVIOUSLY re-
ported, Tasmania’s
Bridgenorth is the only
footy club in Australia
to share Leongatha's
nickname, the Parrots,
the bonds between the
two flocks continuing to
strengthen, and the re-
lationship  progressing
on Saturday when Brid-
genorth’'s Logan Wright
became the first player
to represent both clubs.

He pulled on a Le-
ongatha jumper for
the Parrot’s thumping
85-point Reserves win
over Warragul.

Previously, represen-
tatives of both clubs
have visited each other,
checking out the other
Parrots in action.

Wright was keen to
play for Leongatha last
year but missed the
clearance period so
couldn’t get a permit to
do so.

On Saturday he start-
ed on a halfback flank,
being moved forward in
the final term.

“He led out and took
a good mark low to
the ground and had a
shot for goal and just
missed,” Leongatha
committee member
Trevor Riseley said.

While Wright went ok,
it proved a little chal-
lenging not knowing the
names of many of his
new teammates, but he
prepared as best as pos-
sible by arriving in time
for Thursday’s training,

Unfortunately, Sat-
urday’s match was an
away contest in War-
ragul, Riseley explain-
ing that things haven't
fallen into place with
the fixtures for the two
clubs this season, Brid-
genorth’'s weekend bye
not coinciding with a Le-
ongatha home game.

Bridgenorth commit-
tee member Marcus
Byard also travelled
over from Tassie for
Saturday’s match, hav-
ing been over every time
since visits between the
clubs began four years
ago.

While it's not yet
known if a Leongatha
player will pull on a
Bridgenorth  jumper,
the Tasmanian side has
made it clear it would be
happy to give the likes of
Tom Marriott or Tallin
Brill a run.

Bridgenorth plays in
the Northern Tasmanian
Football Association,
having just one Senior
win this season from five
games, albeit with a trio
of close losses.

Reserves player Wright
has played four games
for Bridgenorth this
year, the side unbeaten
after five rounds and
sitting on top of the lad-
der with a whopping
percentage of 334.72,
the Leongatha Seconds
similarly placed with five
wins and a loss and only
behind top-placed Tr-
aralgon on percentage.

The Breakers Pride match team ahead of Friday night’s clash at the Nest. Photo: Bold Photography.

Breakers play W|th pride

A BIG crowd turned out
for the Breakers fourth an-
nual Pride match with the
ground suitably adorned
with rainbow 50 metre
arcs painted by Bass Coast
Shire, rainbow lights and
array of Pride flags.

The home side also un-
veiled their new Pride jump-
ers which were designed by
the players.

In perfect conditions the
contest started off quite
even with both teams de-
fence doing a great job. This
resulted in the ball spend-
ing a lot of time through the
centre and few scoring op-
portunities for either team.

In the second quarter the
Breakers came out firing
with a clean clearance from
the first ruck contest send-
ing them into attack.

Quick hands from Tess
Angarane out to Tayla Stahl
finally broke the stalemate
giving the Breakers the first
goal of the match.

With scores hard to come
by and the ball getting slip-
pery the second half was an-
other good contest.

Chloe Booth and Katie

Cornish continued to repel
everything at half back with
great second efforts and
driving the ball forward.

Breakers ruck Ellen Wil-
liams was giving her team
first use of the ball with Jen-
na Russo and Molly Conroy
active all over the ground.

The Breakers work rate
remained high and they
surged forward from a con-
test with Gina Luru at the
end of a chain of handballs
to score her first ever goal.

Carly Heislers continued
to work hard on the wing,
positioning well and creat-
ing a contest to limit Tyabb’s
run.

Tyabb dominated the play
in the last quarter however
the Breakers defence once
again held up strong, with
great talk and safe play.

Final score: Breakers 2.1-
13 def Tyabb 0.5-5

Goals: Tayla Stahl, Gina
Luru

Best: Ellen Williams, Jen-
na Russo, Cloe Booth, Molly
Conroy, Carly Heislers

This week the Breakers
take on Mount Eliza away
on Saturday at 12pm.

L H'Llu ra
Breakers’ Gaby Hynes and her Tyabb opponent
over-run the football as they competed for possesion
in last Friday night’s Pride match at the Dalyston
Recreation Reserve.

Leongatha dominance over Warragul not reflected by score

A FLURRY of Warragul
goals approaching three-
quarter time brought an
uncompetitive match to life,
slashing Leongatha’s lead
from nine goals late in the
third quarter to five at the
last change, but a Jenson
Garnham major soon after
play resumed snuffed out
thoughts of a Gulls’ come-
back.

Leongatha’s eventual win-
ning margin of 47 points
didn't reflect the level of
control the Parrots enjoyed,
with Warragul's accurate
nine goals and three behinds
helping to somewhat gloss
over the Gulls’ deficiencies in
other areas.

Garnham dominated in
the second half, booting four
goals, managing five for the
match.

He and other Leongatha
forwards enjoyed ample op-
portunities due to the Par-
rots’ dominance for most of
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the day.

While Warragul started
brightly with the game’s first
goal, the Parrots quickly took
control and set the pattern
for much of the rest of the
day.

That involved patient build-
ups, Leongatha willing to chip
the ball around the backline
to loose men until opportu-
nities arose further up field,
then moving the footy quickly
and efficiently into attack and
often reaping the rewards on
the scoreboard.

Were it not for the deter-
mined and assured marking
of Warragul's top performer,
Sean Masterson, the Leon-
gatha forwards would have
savoured a greater feast.

Despite last week’s injuries
to Sean Westaway and Mitch
Bentvelzen, the Parrots’
backline continued to work
efficiently together, Cade
Maskell and Tim Sauvarin
again solid contributors,

along with the efforts of oth-
ers such as Travis Nash and
Ben Harding.

Harding continued to prove
his worth, winning contests
all over the ground and cre-
ating opportunities for team-
mates, being deservedly
named the Parrots’ best.

Coach Trent McMicking de-
clared it Harding’s best game
for Leongatha.

“He played on a wing, held
his width and was a massive
part of us getting so many in-

side 50 entries,” McMicking
said.
Aaron Heppell again

showed why he was missed
while off exploring the world
last season, being a domi-
nant force around the ball
and kicking three goals.
Luke Bowman was right
behind Harding on the best
players list for the winning
side, again being a tenacious
ball winner and using the
Sherrin effectively, Nash also

recognised among the top
performers.

Tallin Brill and Patrick
Ireland each finished with a
couple of majors.

Riley Senini continued to
fight hard for the outclassed
Gulls and gave the Warragul
forwards opportunities with
his positive play, finishing
with a couple of goals of his
own.

Sam Whibley soldiered on
determinedly in the ruck and
did some good work around
the ground, while Tom Hobbs
was another who could hold
his head high for the beaten
team.

The comfortable victory
has Leongatha sitting third,
just a percentage separating
it from top-placed Moe.

The Parrots return to their
nest to host winless Drouin
after a week off due to a split
round, while Warragul looks
to bounce back at home this
Saturday against Maffra.
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Wonthaggi Power celebrates
20th birthday in style

THE Wonthaggi Power
grandstand had the perfect
view when Ryan Sparkes hit
a boundary side tap from
Cooper Mclnnes at full pace
and slotted through one of
the sweetest goals from the
angle you'd ever hope to see.

The shot started left, from
the grandstand side bound-
ary, and curved right with a
well-measured banana kick
and sailed right through
the middle, into a stiff
sou'wester.

Recognising a moment
of brilliance, 10 or a dozen
players got around him while
the Power faithful, some of
them who had returned to
the fold for the club’s 20th
birthday celebrations, were
initially dumbstruck before
breaking into rapt applause.

That's why you go to the
footy!

The sublime strike started
a run of three goals in a row
by Sparkes, 10 minutes into
the third quarter, that put
the result in the match be-
yond doubt after what had
been an arm wrestle with
the visiting Bairnsdale Reg-
legs team to that point in the
game.

You were always going to
back him moments later in
a one-on-one up forward
when Mclnnes again forced
the ball forward for Sparke’s
next one and a reversed free
kick and 50-metre penalty,
straight out of the centre,
brought up his third goal in
three minutes.

When Blake Cornelis got
involved soon after, passing
to Mclnnes, on to Sparkes
again, he had a chance for
four in-a-row but it wasn't to
be.

The runs of goals broke
Bairnsdale’s resolve, how-
ever, turning an eight-point
Power lead at half time into
a 44-point win at the end,
Sparkes finishing with five
on the day.

But as good as he was,
initially on the ball, and
then after going forward, he
couldn’t have done it without
the fine games by Kaj Pat-
terson at the stoppages and
young Jasper Shone in the
ruck against a mobile Jack
White, with a number of oth-
ers also taking up the slack
on the ball including Josh
Bates and Kyle Yann, and
the likes of Noah Anderson,
Harry Dawson, Isaac Chugg,
Jakeb Thomas, Ethan Dicki-
son, Kyle Reid, Jai Williams

and the coach himself, Jar-
ryd Blair, all strong contrib-
utors on the day.

As much as Wonthaggi
Power won the third quarter
on the scoreboard, kicking
4.4 to 0.4 to set up the re-
sult, it wasn't that clear in
general play with 15 Power
clearances to 13, 14 ground-
ball gets to 13 and Bairn-
sdale actually winning the
inside 50 count, 12-9, on the
back of 10-minutes’ domina-
tion at the start of the term.

Blair said the way the team
stood up to the pressure in
that initial period after half-
time was the most pleasing
aspect of the game for him.

“They had the ball buried
on their forward line, but
we stuck our tackles, held
it up and went from contest
to contest because we had to
until we finally got into the
clear,” he said at three-quar-
ter time.

It was a very pleasing win,
according to Blair after the
game, especially so with the
number of forced changes
the club has had to make to
its Senior side most weeks
this season.

Into the side this week
came Beau Ransom for his
first senior game, playing an
accountable role in defence,
chasing up strongly as re-
quired and competing well
for the loose ball.

Blake Cornelis and Kyle
Yann also came in, being
singled out for praise by the
coach in the rooms after-
wards.

Out went Tom Murray, Fer-
gus O’Connor and Connor
Macmillan.

The team looks like losing
Brodie Mabilia again with a
hamstring injury while Jack
Blair is closer to making a
return to training,

Blair congratulated the
club on its 20th birthday,
praising the players, offi-
cials, volunteers and sup-
porters of the club who had
gone before for “an enor-
mous amount of work” but
also saying Wonthaggi Power
was in as good a position as
any time in its 20-year his-
tory right now.

He noted they’d won three
out of four football matches
on the day with the Senior
team setting the standard
with their resolve, commit-
ment and leadership en-
abling them to perform de-
spite constant changes to
personnel.

Wonthaggi Power ruckman Jasper Shone gets spectacularly
airborne to take the tap ahead of his Bairnsdale opponent

Jack White.

Despite the winning margin at the end, the contest for the
ball at ground level was even for much of the day, with Blake
Cornelis managing to find some clear air.

:
Moe 5 1 199.714 20
Wonthaggi 5 1 16091 20
Leongatha 5 1 13470 20
Traralgon 4 2 14251 16
Morwell 3 3 13343 12
Bairnsdale 3 3 9621 12
Warragul 2 4 8119 8
Maffra 2 4 7397 8
Sale 1 5 6683 4
Drouin 0O 6 4134 O
LEADING GOAL KICKERS
Ben Crocker (Moe) 35
Brandon McDonald (Morwell) 18
Jenson Garnham (Leongatha) 18

GIPPSLAND LEAGUE LADDERS

RESERVES W L “ ps BITHIRDS W L % ok
. Traralgon 5 1 37596 20 : Leongatha 5 1 184.07
. Leongatha 5 1 340.00 20 Traralgon 4 1 180.48
: Wonthaggi 5 1 206.01 20 Bairnsdale 4 1 11911
: Moe 5 1 17747 20 Moe 4 2 23822
: Maffra 4 2 180.83 16 Warragul 3 2 209.26
: Sale 2 4 9276 8 Maffra 3 2 172.77
: Bairnsdale 2 4 8589 8 Drouin 2 4 9162
: Morwell 1 5 7466 4 Sale 2 4 4642
¢ Warragul 1 5 3483 4 Wonthaggi 1 5 51.08
¢ Drouin 0 6 549 0 Morwell 0 6 15.46
: LEADING GOAL KICKERS LEADING GOAL KICKERS
Oliver Haberl (Traralgon) 16 Rylie Baker (Drouin)

: Caleb Crofts (Bairnsdale) 14
: Tom Davey (Wonthaggi) 13

20 :
18
18
16
14
14

O~ 000

20 :

ROUND 6

FOURTHS w L % pts
Traralgon 6 0 1016.88 24
Warragul 5 1 128.48 20
Maffra 5 1 12831 20
Moe 3 3 12544 12
Sale 3 3 9617 12
Bairnsdale 3 3 86.69 12
Wonthaggi 2 3 69.76 10
Leongatha 1 5 5379 4
Morwell 1 5 3538 4
Drouin 0 5 4522 2
LEADING GOAL KICKERS

Bill De Araugo (Warragul) 24
Ford Gore (Traralgon) 19
Fraser Aubrey (Warragul) 17

GIPPSLAND RND
LEAGUE 6
RESULTS

LEONGATHA FOOTBALL CLUB

¥ 57 82104

WARRAGUL LEONGATHA

Warragul 20 3.2 7.2 9.3 (57)
Leongatha 5.2 8.6 11.8 15.14(104)
GOALS, Warragul: B Fowler 2, R Senini 2,

L Carter 2, T Hillard 1, T Hobbs 1, T Stern 1
BEST: S. Masterson, R. Senini, I. Wallace,

S. Whibley, A. Phillips, T. Hobbs

GOALS, Leongatha: J. Garnham 5, A. Heppell 3,
P.Ireland 2, T. Brill 2, Z. Lamers 1, T. Hall 1,

H. Lindsay 1

BEST: B Harding, L Bowman, J Garnham,

A Heppell, C Maskell, T Nash

RESERVES
Warragul 00 00 1.2 1.2 (8)
Leongatha 40 74 105 14.9(93)

GOALS, Warragul: S Kelly 1

BEST: H Cant, J Casson, S Kelly, C MacLean,
X La Frantz

GOALS, Leongatha: B Fort, C Watson 3,

J Stewart 2, K McGrath, C Rump, N Fixter,

B Davidson, J Cochrane, D Kratzat 1 each
BEST: N Fixter, B Grabham Andrews, B Fort,
J Cochrane, | Fox, B Davidson

THIRDS
Warragul 21 22 43 5.4(34)
Leongatha 1.0 50 6.2 10.2(62)

BEST, Warragul: L Moore, X Olsson, T Ward,

T Logan, J Boote, C Leighton

BEST, Leongatha: A Logan, S Bradley,

T McKenzie, E Berryman, F Donohue, | Bolge
FOURTHS

Warragul 33 63 7.3 9.3 (57)
Leongatha 1.0 21 45 5.8 (38)
BEST, Warragul: J Strating, J Boote, F Aubrey,

H Dennis, N Young, C Leighton

BEST, Leongatha: F Livingstone,

S Kreutzberger, J Bolge, N Cameron, N Bradley

WONTHAGGI FOOTBALL CLUB

O 87 ==sf,3

WONTHAGGI BAIRNSDALE

Wonthaggi 34 64 98 13.9(87)
Bairnsdale 31 52 56 6.7 (43)
GOALS, Wonthaggi: R Sparkes 5, J Williams 3,

C Mclnnes 2, B Cornelis, J Bates, J Blair 1 each
BEST: R Sparkes, K Patterson, H Dawson, J Blair,
E Dickison, J Shone

GOALS, Bairnsdale: B. McCarrey, T. Rees,

K. Frith, L. Byrne-Jones, E. East, B. Vickery 1 each
BEST: W Mitchell, R Tatnell, H Longbottom,

J Lando, E East, C Harvey

RESERVES
Wonthaggi 22 33 65 8.9 (57)
Bairnsdale 2.2 4.3 6.3 6.4 (40)

GOALS, Wonthaggi: T Davey 3, A Busana,

C Krause 2, C De Alwis 1

BEST: J Lewis, J Williamson, E Joma, C Krause,
C Brown, T Davey

GOALS, Bairnsdale: C Crofts 1, M Hamilton 1,
M Falls 1, S O’'Kelly 1, B Froud 1, E Thomas 1
BEST: T Scott, H Cook, M Hamilton, C Crofts,
D Eastman, E Thomas

THIRDS
Wonthaggi 00 13 24 55(35)
Bairnsdale 45 49 712 9.14(68)

BEST, Wonthaggi: L Lidstone, H Smith, J Burns,
J Brouwers, B Dockery, O Feather

BEST, Bairnsdale: D Ashby, R Hargreaves,

C Cook, M Neate, R Cullinan, X Lane

FOURTHS
Wonthaggi 20 53 63 8.6(54)
Bairnsdale 1.2 33 6.6 17.7(49)

BEST, Wonthaggi: Robert Hullick, Blake Eden,
Ryder Tack, Jaxon Tack, Billy Wyhoon, Archie Luke
BEST, Bairnsdale: Harley Young, Oscar Baylis,
Caleb Kelly, Cedric Taylor, Archer Crawley,

Daniel Martin

IN OTHER GAMES...

SENIORS

Traralgon 28.15.183 d Drouin 8.1.58
Morwell 7.8.50 d Maffra 7.5.47
Moe 15.14.104 d Sale 10.10.70
RESERVES

Traralgon 35.13.223 d Drouin 0.0.0
Maffra 11.10.76 d Morwell 2.5.17
Moe 13.1492 d Sale 6.3.39
THIRDS

Traralgon  7.1052 d Drouin 6.3.39
Maffra 7.10.52 d Morwell 1.7.13
Moe 11.11.74 d Sale 0.4.4
FOURTHS

Traralgon 16.16.172 d Drouin 2.3.15
Maffra 10.3.63 d Morwell 3.9.27
Moe 10.17.77 d Sale 4.3.27
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ELLINBANK
& DISTRICT
LEAGUE RESULTS

POOWONG FOOTBALL CLUB

£ L9 7 54

POOWONG NILMA DARNUM

Poowong 0.1 4.3 7.5 7.7 (49)
Nilma Darnum 3.6 3.7 7.8 7.12 (54)
GOALS, Poowong: Alex Henshall 3, Jarvis Brown,
Matthew Cozzio, Zac Gray, Tyran Lord 1 each
BEST: Jarvis Brown, Zac Gray, Alex Henshall,
Aaron Damon, Mitch Molloy, Conor Cunningham
GOALS, Nilma Darnum: Ben Campbell 2,

Liam Harman-Dorney, Sage Tapner 1 each

BEST: Jake Barnard, Nathan Campbell,

Thomas Young, Ben Campbell, Sage Tapner
RESERVES

Poowong 0.3 3.4 74
Nilma Darnum 1.1 1.3 3.5
GOALS, Poowong: Brandon Butler 3,
Jake Lewis, Daniel McDonald, Bryce Moyce,
Bryce Townsend 1 each

BEST: Mitchell Gowland, Rory Gilliatte, Connor
King, Toby Moyce, Bryce Townsend

GOALS, Nilma Darnum: Rob Campbell,

Blake Jones, Nicholas Philp 1 each

BEST: Christopher Cupples, Ethan Carlile, Riley
Feil, Rob Campbell, Lochie Shaw, Matt Cheyne
THIRDS

Poowong 2.0 21 2.4
Nilma Darnum 5.1 8.5 8.6
GOALS, Poowong: Gavin Monson,
Zachary Sherar 1 each

BEST: Gavin Monson, Marty Cook, Lachie
Moriarty, Bryce Broadmore, Hayden Hessels,
Aaron Damon

GOALS, Nilma Darnum: Riley Stock 4,

Lucas Dalton 2, William Bremmer, Levi Fisher
Albert McAuley, Nate Young 1 each

BEST: Miller Ireland, Patrick Brown, Ethan Stirling,
Connor Wettenhall, Nate Young, James Demicoli
FOURTHS

Poowong 2.2 5.2 8.6 11.10(76)
Nilma Darnum 1.0 3.0 3.0 3.1(19)
GOALS, Poowong: Cruze Deal 5,

Lachie Moriarty 3, Daniel Waide 2,

Luke Niewwerth, Kade Zealley 1 each

BEST: Lochie Wilson, Kade Zealley,

George Edwards, Dylan Canavan, Cruze Deal,
Dylan Watson

GOALS, Nilma Darnum: Nicholas Meggetto 2,
Louis McAuley 1

BEST: Noah Tweddle, Nicholas Meggetto,
Jackson Marx, Lachlan Huston, Brodie O’Leary,
Louis McAuley

NYORA FOOTBALL CLUB

el

8.4 (52)
4.6 (30)

2.5(17)
10.9 (69)

NYORA BUNYIP

Nyora 1.2 54 9.5 10.8 (68)
Bunyip 34 3.7 7.9 9.13 (67)
GOALS, Nyora: Caleb Crestani, Paul Delaroche,
Dylan Heylen, Callum Mcniff, O’Pili Paora 2 each
BEST: Aaron Coggins, Jesse Heylen, Caleb Crestani,
Paul Delaroche, Dylan Heylen, Lewis Kennedy
GOALS, Bunyip: Ned Ashton,

Nathan Carver 2, zach Gallahar, William
Grummisch, Timothy Henschel, Matthew
O’Halloran, Riley Simpson 1 each

BEST: Ned Ashton, Tahj Murphy, Ben Stewart,
Kai Jones, William Grummisch, Samuel Hughes
RESERVES

Nyora 12 13 1.3 3.3(21)
Bunyip 11 6.1 9.2 11.3 (69)
GOALS, Nyora: Hunter Cairns 2, Tyson Shiell 1
BEST: Andrew Dike, Brodie Templeton, Tane White,
Jye Shaw-Remy, Luke Forscutt, Lincoln Brock
GOALS, Bunyip: Shane Smith 4,

Nick Buckland 2, Daniel Exposito, Jamie Hallpike,
Jeb McLeod, Jason Midwinter 1 each

BEST: Darby Craven, Josh Collins, Jeb McLeod,
Nick Buckland, Max Hanks, Dean Lont

IN OTHER GAMES...

SENIORS

Buln Buln  11.9.75 d Longwarry 11.1.67
Lang Lang 10.9.69 d Ellinbank 8.12.60
Neerim Sth 28.15.183 d Yarragon 5.3.33
Trafalgar 10.9.69 d Catani 3.7.25
RESERVES

Longwarry 19.13.127 d Buln Buln  0.0.0
Lang Lang 14.7.91 d Ellinbank 5.5.35
Neerim Sth 16.19.115 d Yarragon 4.2.26
Trafalgar 8.13.61 d Catani 2.1.13
THIRDS

Longwarry 5.6.36 d BulnBuln 5.5.35
Ellinbank  10.9.69 d Langlang 5.9.39
Neerim Sth 8.11.59 d Yarragon 5.2.32
FOURTHS

Longwarry 11.8.74 d BulnBuln 5.4.34
Ellinbank  11.8.74 d Langlang 2.3.15
Yarragon 15.11.101 d Neerim Sth 4.2.26
Trafalgar 7.10.52 d Catani 4.4.28

Historic day for Poowong as
reserves break three-year drought

By Geoff Wyatt

POOWONG welcomed Nilma
Darnum players and support-
ers on Saturday in overcast
conditions, with the ground
in good condition, and a big
crowd resulting in some inter-
esting results.

Poowong reserves were
beaten by 240 points last
round, winners today by 22
points giving them their first
victory in three years. A 262
point turn around this creat-
ed a lot of excitement, the first
club song in years sung with
gusto, fantastic for the club.

The day started with the
fourths winning 11.10.76
to 3.1.19. The Under 18's
went down to Nilma Darnum
10.8.68 to 2.5.17, netball
Poowong won ul3’s, u/15’s and
u/17’s losses in A, B and C.

To the senior game with two
teams on the same level, un-
fortunately Poowong had four
changes out Mitch Cochrane,
Josh Chiavaroli, Jack de Kock
and Conner Ives replaced by
David O'Neill, Donald Mc-
Donald, Tyran Lord and Troy
Niewerth in for his first senior
game up from the U18’s.

Poowong kicked to the Ny-
ora end, Nilma were first off
the mark, Poowong had a cou-
ple of chances, Nilma led the
way at quarter time 3.5.23 to

Poowong’s Mitch Molloy tucks the ball under his arm and
takes off on a run in the tight senior contest. Photo: Jeff Tull

Poowong 0.1.1.

Poowong had to lift in the
second quarter going for-
ward early. They finally hit
the target with Alex Henshall
goaling from a handball, fol-
lowed by Matt Cozzio kick-
ing a goal from HFF. Poowong
were working hard with Alex

Henshall kicking his second
from the boundary, Nilma
managed a point before Tyran
Lord kicked Poowong’s fourth
to go in at half time with a two-
point lead Poowong 4.3.27 to
Nilma Darnum 3.7.25.

Light rain started after half
time with the game in the bal-

ance play was moving up and
down the ground, it would
come down to which team
could make the most of their
opportunities. Nilma kicked
the first goal of the term fol-
lowed by two more before
Poowong lifted with Zac Gray
goaling. Nilma replied to
open up by 19-points leaving
Poowong with a job ahead,
after a couple of chances Jar-
vis Brown goaled from CHF
and Alex Henshall kicked his
third from the boundary to re-
duce the gap at three quarter
time to three points Poowong
7.5.47 to Nilma 7.8.50.

Both coaches wurged the
players to work hard, they
both had opportunities to
score the result, Nilma added
four points with Poowong two
points, leaving Nilma Darnum
to take a five-point win in a
tight game. Poowing 7.7.49 to
Nilma Darnum 7.12.54.

Best Players Jarvis Brown,
Zac Gray, Alex Henshall, Aar-
on Damon, Mitch Molloy and
Connor Cunningham.

So close to our first win, un-
fortunately with six or seven
injuries, great for the club is
the experience our Under 18
players are gaining, Next week
off to Neerim South, the long
trip all the best to everyone.

Once again to the reserves
“Wow what a win!”

Nyora survives late surge from Bunyip in nail-biter

NYORA clung on to steal a
one-point victory from Bu-
nyip on Saturday.

The Saints were going in
blind against the new to the
league Bulldogs, but the re-
sult was an excellent match-
up with a nail-biting fight to
the finish.

Conditions were wet and
muddy at the Nyora Recre-
ation Reserve, with rain im-
pacting the game on and off
throughout the day.

Bunyip got the jump on
Nyora, amassing a 14-point
lead in the first quarter.

Nyora replied by sending
big-bodied Will McGindle
back into the defence to take
on Bunyip’s top goal kicker
Nathan Carver.

McGindle was playing up
forward in the first quarter,
nursing an injury.

However, the move to the
back line worked a treat, as
Carver was limited to two
goals for the game.

Nyora regained the lead
and was up by nine points

"
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It’s a tussle for the ball as Jordan Anderson and Dante Di
Pietro close in on their Bunyip opponent.

heading into halftime.

The game levelled off in
the third quarter and Nyora
stayed ahead.

The skill level across the
ground remained high,

despite the persistent rain.
For Nyora, Aaron Coggins
and was instrumental on
the half back line and Jes-
se Heylen was once again a
dominant presence in half

back flank.

Paul Delaroche was a force
in the midfield and new re-
cruit Caleb Crestani proved
to be an asset, displaying
great speed and accuracy.

A showdown developed in
the fourth quarter.

Nyora had the opportunity
to kick a goal, but the umpire
made a holding call, which
sent the ball back down to
Bunyip’s forward line.

Bunyip kicked a goal and
changed the game, leading
to a frantic finish.

The spectators were on
their feet, cheering on their
respective teams, as Nyora
held onto the win.

Nyora will be playing Tra-
falgar at the Trafalgar Rec-
reation Reserve this Satur-
day.

This will be the third pre-
miership contender Nyora
has played in the last six
weeks, but the Saints are
looking forward to a good
run through the middle of
the season.

Jason Wells (Longwarry) 45
Mason McGarrit (Neerim South) 35
Marc Holt (Lang Lang) 30

ELLINBANK & DISTRICT LEAGUE LADDERS

:
Neerim South 6 0 371.30 24
Trafalgar 5 1 257.02 20
Longwarry 5 1 22255 20
Lang Lang 5 1 17118 20
Ellinbank 3 3 14408 12
Buln Buln 3 3 11345 12
Yarragon 3 3 7772 12
Catani 2 4 10146 8
Nyora 2 4 6101 8
Nilma Darnum 2 4 42,61 8
Bunyip 0O 6 3574 O
Poowong 0O 6 3149 O

LEADING GOAL KICKERS
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RESERVES W L % pts
' Longwarry 6 0114375 24
: Lang Lang 4 1 660.00 20
* NeerimSouth 4 1 469.85 20
: Ellinbank 5 0 28225 20
: Trafalgar 4 2 159.82 16
: Catani 3 3 8672 12
: Bunyip 2 3 6471 10
: Yarragon 2 3 9593 8
: Buln Buln 1 4 46.03 6
: Nyora 1 5 2271 4
: Poowong 1 5 1188 4
: NimaDarnum 0 6 1415 0
: LEADING GOAL KICKERS
. Bradley Blazevic (Longwarry) 25
: Toby Bayne (Neerim South) 24
: Kurt Batt (Lang Lang) 19

THIRDS WL %

Ellinbank 6 0 285.85 100.0 :
Longwarry 3 1 135.86 75.00 :
Neerim South 4 2 198.07 66.66 :
Nilma Darnum 4 2 138.63 66.66
Lang Lang 3 2 180.1 60.00 :
Buln Buln 3 3 200 50.00 :
. Poowong 2 2 82.04 50.00
: Trafalgar 1 4 46.15 20.00
: Yarragon 0 5 34.52 0.00
: Bunyip 0 5 10.57 0.00
Catani 0O 0 0.00 0.00
Nyora 0O 0 0.00 0.00
LEADING GOAL KICKERS :
Charlie Armour (Ellinbank) 16 :
Charles Kilmartin (Buln Buln) 14

ROUND 6

v HFOURTHS —w L ]
Bunyip 5 0 45714 100.0
Poowong 5 0 241.33 100.0
Ellinbank 5 1 142.67 83.33

: Trafalgar 4 2 233.51 66.66
Yarragon 3 2 165.76 60.00
Lang Lang 3 2 78.48 60.00

: Buln Buln 2 4 69.55 33.33

: Catani 1 4 70.07 20.00

: Longwarry 1 4 66.02 20.00
Neerim South 1 5 59.57 16.66
Nilma Darnum O 6 13.98 0.00
Nyora 00 0.00 0.00
LEADING GOAL KICKERS
Hudson Grujic (Trafalgar) 17
Cruze Deal (Poowong) 16

: Dylan Strating (Neerim South) 15
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Timothy Gunn was the Panthers’ leading goal scorer with

three majors for the game.

Jack Soroczynski controls the ball on the fly.

Panthers stumble against the Cobras

KILCUNDA BASS started
strong but ultimately conced-
ed defeat to Cora Lynn.

Playing at the Bass Recre-
ation Reserve, the Panthers
jumped out of the box quick-
ly to put three goals on the
board to Cora Lynn's three
behinds.

The first quarter was played
on the Panthers’ terms and
the home side felt it had given
itself some breathing room
ahead of the first siren.

However, there was a bit of
a breeze down Kilcunda Bass’
kicking end, offering an ad-
vantage.

The Panthers would need to
brace themselves for the sec-
ond quarter, with Cora Lynn
hungry to use the wind advan-
tage to even things back up.

A bit of a drizzle began at
the end of the first quarter.

Cora Lynn regrouped at
quarter time and came back
swinging, hitting its targets to
gain the lead.

Regardless, Lochlan Scott
played a sensational game in
the backline.

Playing on leading goal kick-
er Nathan Gardiner, Scott's
performance kept his oppo-
nent to just four goals for the
game.

The game changed in the
second half.

The conditions became slip-
pery and both sides resorted
to a scrappier style of play.

Both teams were also

dealing with injuries, creat-
ing tricky situations for both
coaches.

Back from injury, Jack So-
roczynski played a strong
game for the Panthers, provid-
ing another brilliant onballer
to take back a bit of control.

Kilcunda Bass didn’t take
its chances and Cora Lynn
proved to be more reliable
with the ball.

Cora Lynn adjusted to the
new conditions quicker and
managed to play a much
cleaner game.

Scores were fairly even
through the second half, but
Cora Lynn managed to retain
its lead.

Despite the result, Kilcun-
da Bass took some positives
from the game, and is taking
note of where it sits in the
scheme of the competition.

Going forward, Kilcunda
Bass will be looking to contin-
ue putting points in the bank
and keeping its percentage
sound for the opportunity to
compete with the best come
finals.

Kilcunda Bass will play Gar-
field at Garfield next round.

Garfield has a nice, open
ground, which has proved
taxing on the Panthers’ legs in
the past.

However, the Panthers are
expecting this ground to suit
their style of play and are
looking forward to seeing how
it goes.

-

Nathan Foote is gang tackled by two Cobra midfield
opponents. Photos: Anna Carson

Sea Eagles concede at final hurdle after late surge by Goon

INVERLOCH-KONGWAK
held its ground against the for-
midable Nar Nar Goon side,
but a late surge in the fourth
quarter cost it the match.

Both teams headed to the
Inverloch Recreation Reserve
backed by a strong supporter
base, which was rewarded
with an exciting game.

There was a little bit of driz-
zle throughout the day, but
otherwise, the conditions re-
mained dry.

The battle was on from the
first bounce.

Nar Nar Goon got a couple
of goals on the board, but a
late goal to Inverloch-Kongwak

closed the gap going into the
quarter time break.

Inverloch-Kongwak was hap-
py with its performance going
into the second quarter, as the
game was still in the balance.

Augustus Finsterer made his
Seniors debut for the Sea Ea-
gles, and kicked his first goal
in the second quarter, which
elicited a big celebration from
his team.

Another level quarter was
played and Nar Nar Goon only
had 10 points of breathing
room at halftime.

The third quarter was the
Sea Eagles’ best, kicking three
goals to Nar Nar Goon’s one.

Jayden Sullivan played a
great game down back for the
Sea-Eagles and has proven to
be a solid defender over the
last few weeks.

Joseph Nowell also gave a
solid performance in the ruck
and Joe Soumilas was a cru-
cial presence in the midfield.

Inverloch-Kongwak was able
to deliver some excellent pas-
sages of play whilst stopping
Nar Nar Goon from doing any
more damage.

However, the tide turned in
the fourth quarter.

A couple of early goals to Nar
Nar Goon saw Inverloch-Kong-
wak lose momentum.

Nar Nar Goon played its best
quarter for the game, Kick-
ing six goals and securing a
36-point win.

Inverloch-Kongwak is a
young side that's still learning
and doing the work to put in a
full four quarter effort.

It doesn’t get any easier for
the Sea Eagles, who will be
tasked with playing Phillip Is-
land in the next round.

With a number of players in-
jured, the Sea Eagles will be
taking the opportunity to give
their younger players more
exposure to senior football
to continue to develop their
skills.

WEST GIPPSLAND
COMPETITION
RESULTS

RND

KILCUNDA BASS FOOTBALL CLUB

dbsly] Y= 77

KILCUNDA-BASS CORA LYNN

K-Bass 33 33 5.5 7.5 (47)
Cora Lynn 03 48 712 10.17(77)
GOALS, K-Bass: Timothy Gunn 3, Brody

Connelly 2, Ned Bradley, Jack Soroczynski 1 each
BEST: Jack Soroczynski, Lochlan Scott, Steven
Scott, Jack Rosenow, Nathan Foote,

Timothy Gunn

GOALS, Cora Lynn: Nathan Gardiner 4,

Jaxon Briggs 2, Heath Briggs, Harrison Paul,
William Stephenson, William Thomas 1 each
BEST: William Thomas, Jordan Butera,

Heath Briggs, Jaxon Briggs, Gus Da Costa,
Nicholas Pastras

RESERVES
K-Bass 314 31 43 4.4 (28)
Cora Lynn 14 6.5 6.10 14.11(95)

GOALS, K-Bass: Sam Dickinson 2, Dylan Susic,
Peter Tucker 1 each

BEST: Sam Dickinson, Brodie Simpson, Gavin
Boyd, Dylan Susic, Brodie Gude, Blake Baker
GOALS, Cora Lynn: Josh Black 4, Jacob Percy,
Liam Taylor 3, Jake Boccari, Christopher Cotton,
Dylan Ross, Josh Wilson 1 each

BEST: Josh Black, Jacob Percy, Liam Taylor,
Dylan Ross, Jake Boccari, Logan Fox

INVERLOCH-KONGWAK FOOTBALL CLUB

346 ® 70

|__INVERLOCH-K _JJ __ NARNAR GOON

Inverloch-K 11 22 54 5.4 (34)
Nar Nar Goon 2.3 3.6 4.8 10.10(70)
GOALS, Inverloch-K: Nicholas Baltas,

Augustus Finsterer, Harry MclInnes, Tate Short,
Joe Soumilas 1 each

BEST: Jayden Sullivan, Joseph Nowell,

Joe Soumilas, Jarvis Pryor, Ashton Hewitson,
Tate Short

GOALS, Nar Nar Goon: Dermott Yawney 5,

Jacob Keysers, Max McGreal, Jed Murphy,

Kyle O’Sullivan, Aidan Pipicelli 1 each

BEST: Jake Smith, Trent Armour, Nate Pipicelli,
Flynn Parker, Dermott Yawney, Jacob Keysers

RESERVES
Inverloch-K 1.1 23 5.4 6.4 (40)
Nar NarGoon 2.5 3.8 3.11 4.11(35)

GOALS, Inverloch-K: Rem Dal Pozzo 3,

Mitch Hewitson, Matt McCaughan,

Maxwell Scott 1 each

BEST: Adam Holland, Malachy O’Flynn, Clinton
McCaughan, Dale Lawton, Emmet Taranto,
Robert Taylor

GOALS, Nar Nar Goon: Billy Williams 2, Nicholas
Bransgrove, Jack Murphy 1 each

BEST: Jonathan Dai, Ben Bishop-Schoff,
Harrison Waters, Zac Smith, Nicholas Bransgrove,
Chace Parker

THIRDS
Inverloch-K 21 32 43 5.4 (34)
Nar NarGoon 0.0 21 3.2 4.4 (28)

GOALS, Inverloch-K: Jasper Cousins 2, Jesse
Dugard, Noah McLennan, Mitchell Ward 1 each
BEST: Maxwell Scott, Patrick Dwyer, Rhys
Newman, Andot Mankhong, Froley Anderson,
Andrew Nowell

GOALS, Nar Nar Goon: Tarrant Millar 2,

Will Airdrie, Ryan Fox 1 each

BEST: Dean Bailey, Archer Radings, Oliver Ratten,
Kaelen Henry, Todd Lester, Oliver Ockwell-Payne

FOURTHS
Inverloch-K 1414 15 1.5 1.5 (11)
Nar Nar Goon 1.1 1.2 23 3.6 (24)

GOALS, Inverloch-K: Finn O’Halloran 1

BEST: Cooper Newman, Zeb Anderson,

Noah McLennan, Zavier Bertacco, Chase
Bergmeier, Hayden Bell

GOALS, Nar Nar Goon: Tristan Crema, Toby
Holland, Evan Loomes 1 each

BEST: James Cross, Toby Holland, Flynn
Stephens, Jai Hall, Aidy Patterson, Charlie Tyler

Local
foothall

South Gippsland
and Bass Coast

Sentinel-Times
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www.sgst.com.au
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WEST GIPPSLAND COMPETITION

I Choices

Nar Nar Goon 10.10.70 d Inverloch-Kongwak 5.4.34 Thw Roor you've besn searching for

Tooradin-Dalmore 11.4.70 d Phillip Island 9.14.68
Cora Lynn 10.17.77 d Kilcunda Bass 7.5.47
Koo Wee Rup 11.14.80 d Korumburra-Bena 6.7.43

AUMONT TILES
Looking good!

Leongatha

www.hartleywells.com

Phone: 5662 2930

WEST GIPPSLAND m\[»
COMPETITION 6
RESULTS

PHILLIP ISLAND FOOTBALL CLUB

V70 & 68

Tooradin-Dal. 6.1 8.2 11.2 11.4(70)
Phillip Island 11 25 712 9.14(68)
GOALS, Tooradin-D: Andrew Dean 4, Piva Wright
3, Shane Savage 2, Logan Downe,

Xavier Shinners 1 each

BEST: Lewis Hill, Cooper Shipp, Piva Wright,

Liam Adams, Cooper Bassett, Jehi Esler

GOALS, Phillip Island: Max Walton 4, Charlie
Bruce, Hayden Bruce, Brady Ross, Billy Taylor,
Jack Taylor 1 each

BEST: Charlie Bruce, Max Walton, Daniel Pearce,
Hayden Bruce, Jaymie Youle, Cameron Pedersen

RESERVES

Tooradin-Dal. 31 33 5.8
Phillip Island 10 13 23
GOALS, Tooradin-D: Jake Sheeran 2,
Ray Lengyel, Ben Sellings, Ben Wragg 1 each
BEST: Danyon Blew, Luke McKenna, Mitch
Forgiarini, Liam Hill, Jack Denereaz, Ben Sellings
GOALS, Phillip Island: Jack Huther 3,

Ethan Michaelides 2

BEST: Oliver Hibbert, Jack Opitz, Ben Taylor,
Jack Keating, Beau Davies, Blake Thompson

5.9 (39)
5.6 (36)

Garfield 7.13.55 d Dalyston 7.9.51

8-10 Koonwarra Rd, Leongatha. 5662 5030
Cnr Carneys Road & Bass Highway,
Wonthaggi. 5672 2148

Tooradin-Dalmore holds off Island charge

.. 3

PHILLIP Island’s senior team nearly
pulled off one of the comebacks of the
season but fell just short by two points
in a thriller against Tooradin-Dalmore.

After a sluggish start that saw the
Bulldogs trail by 30 points at quarter-
time and 33 at the half, the side ral-
lied in the second half with a renewed
intensity and cleaner ball movement,
despite three goals to the Seagulls dur-
ing the third term.

The margin was cut to 14 points
by the final break, and the Bulldogs
surged in the last quarter but were left
to rue missed opportunities, finishing
with 14 behinds for the day.

Max Walton led the scoring with four
goals in a best-on-ground display,
while Charlie and Hayden Bruce, Dan-
iel Pearce, Jaymie Youle, and Cameron
Pedersen all had influential games.

Walton and Jack Taylor booted a
major each in the thrilling final term
in which Tooradin-Dalmore was kept
goalless.

For the triumphant Sea Eagles, An-
drew Dean booted four goals, Piva
Wright three, with a couple to Shane
Savage, and singles to Xavier Shinners

_'II_'HIRI;_S Dal 3321) and Logan Downe, while Lewis Hill
ooradin-Dal. . : ,
PhlIe Istand 9.7 (61) was named the winner’s best.

GOALS, Tooradin-D: Chayse Campbell,

Jack Gillespie, Hudson Rogers 1 each

BEST: Mason Sorenson, Kasy Deren, Taj Darose,
Reece Cooper, Harrison Hardy, Vasili Papas
GOALS, Phillip Island: Oliver Duggan 4, Max
Taylor 2, Benjamin Chihotski,

Charles O’'Garey 1 each

BEST: No best players have been selected
FOURTHS

Tooradin-Dal. 2.1 3.2 44 5.5 (35)
Phillip Island 21 3.6 538 8.8 (56)
GOALS, Tooradin-D: Charlie Burgess, Thomas
Corrie, Connor Hudson Sibilla, Tylah Seger,
Archer Swinburne 1 each

BEST: Darcy Freeman, Beau Fazzino, Connor
Hudson Sibilla, Jack Alexander, Archer
Swinburne, Jacob Cameron

GOALS, Phillip Island: Caleb Cantwell,

Sam O’Garey 2, Levi Addison, Felix Bathgate,
Kai Cashman, Lew De Faxio 1 each

BEST: Felix Bathgate, Archie Williams,

Caleb Cantwell, Levi Addison, Lewis De Fazio,
Jack Mascaros

THIS WEEKEND’S DRAW
SATURDAY, MAY 24

ELLINBANK ROUND 7

Lang Lang v Buln Buln
Longwarry v Ellinbank
Neerim South v Poowong
Yarragon v Nilma Darnum
Trafalgar v Nyora
Catani v Bunyip

GIPPSLAND (Split Round) ROUND 7

Traralgon v Wonthaggi
Warragul v Maffra

MID GIPPSLAND ROUND 7

Boolarra v Thorpdale
Mirboo North v Stony Creek
Morwell East v Toora
Tarwin v Newborough
Yinnar v Foster
Hill End - BYE

WEST GIPPSLAND ROUND 7

Nar Nar Goon v Warragul Industrials
Inverloch-Kongwak v Phillip Island
Cora Lynn v Korumburra-Bena
Koo Wee Rup v Tooradin-Dalmore
Garfield v Kilcunda Bass
Dalyston - BYE

Phillip Island’s Jordan Patullo kicks under pressure during the Bulldogs’

loss to Tooradin-Dalmore. Photos: Carol Ratcliff.

Tooradin-Dalmore’s Jack Flannery fails to get the necessary elevation.
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narrow

The narrowly beaten Bulldogs
showed great heart and will look to
carry that energy into next week’s key
match-up against Inverloch-Kongwak,
a side that sits just one spot below the
Bulldogs on the ladder and a win be-
hind.

Reserves:

PHILLIP Island’s Reserves side fell
agonisingly short in a tight tussle with
Tooradin-Dalmore, going down by
just three points in a low-scoring and
fiercely contested match.

The Bulldogs had their chances late
but couldn’t quite find the winning
goal.

Jack Huther was impressive with
three majors, and Ethan Michaelides
chipped in with two.

The midfield worked tirelessly all
game, with standout efforts from Oli-
ver Hibbert and Jack Opitz, while Ben
Taylor and Jack Keating stood tall
around the ground.

Despite the loss, there were plenty of
positives to take into next week’s clash
at Inverloch.

Under 18s:

PHILLIP Island’s Under 18s pro-
duced a dominant performance on
the road, cruising to a 40-point victory
over Tooradin-Dalmore.

The Bulldogs set the tone early with
relentless pressure and clean ball use,
keeping their opponents to just three
goals for the match.

Key forward Oliver Duggan was dam-
aging up front, bagging four goals,
while Max Taylor (2), Ben Chihotski
(1), and Charles O’Garey (1) added to
the scoreboard in a well-rounded team
effort.

The Bulldogs’ midfield controlled the
contest, giving their forwards plenty
of opportunity and keeping the ball
locked in their half for large stretches.

This commanding win continues the
strong form of the U18s as they build
momentum into the mid-point of the
season.
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Kurt Thomas finds front position in the marking contest.

Photos: Michelle Chisholm.
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Dalyston’s Will Clarke was busy i.n their backline as
Garfield made a last quareter surge.

Magpies suffer four-point loss

DALYSTON came agonis-
ingly close to a win but sur-
rendered to Garfield by four
points on Saturday.

A festive atmosphere set the
stage for the Seniors, with the
Ul6s coming off their first
win for the season and the
club hosting its MND Day.

Local representatives
braved the slide in the chilly
conditions and, between do-
nations and merchandise,
$13,000 was raised.

Garfield went into the Se-
niors match with a full list,
while Dalyston still has three
key players out.

This didn’t stop the Magpies
from starting strong and get-
ting an early lead in the first
quarter.

The side was functioning
as a cohesive unit across the
ground, but not making the
most of its opportunities,
which would hurt it later on.

Showers began during the
second quarter, which made
the game slippery.

The wet conditions damp-
ened skill levels, and Garfield
took advantage to get back on
top going into halftime.

Dalyston regained the lead
in the third quarter, but it was
an arm wrestle.

Having missed a week,
Blake Carew was back on
deck and gave a good target
up forward.

Dalyston’s midfield was
particularly strong with Kyle
Hutchinson, Brad Tilley and

Angus Rosenow making their
presence known.

Hutchinson has been Mr
Consistency all season and is
constantly running and pres-
ent in every contest.

Tilley also keeps going from
strength to strength and has
played an exceptional season.

Still eligible for Thirds,
Rosenow played in his second
Senior game and demonstrat-
ed his impressive ability to
read the play.

Coach  Mitch  Hallahan
continued to lead by ex-
ample, showing his versatil-
ity and playing different roles
throughout the game.

Fraser West was a reliable
defender, who stifled some of
Garfield’s chances.

However, both sides didn’t
do enough to convert their op-
portunities.

Dalyston had an eight-point
lead going into the fourth
quarter, but lacked the win-
ning attitude required to take
it all the way to the finish.

The Magpies needed to go
up another gear to stem the
Star’s finishing burst but it
wasn't to be and they conced-
ed the points.

Dalyston will have a chance
to recuperate this week with
a bye, before coming back to
play Phillip Island in the next
round.

This will be another tough
contest, but Dalyston is
hopeful it will have its full list
back.

Giants under pressure in tough clash against Koo Wee Rup

KORUMBURRA-Bena com-
peted in a tough contest
against Koo Wee Rup on Sat-
urday.

The Giants made a state-
ment at its home ground
with the first goal of the
game going to Kodie Walker.

However, Koo Wee Rup
started hitting its targets, as
Korumburra-Bena’s defend-
ers struggled to keep up with
their opposition.

Koo Wee Rup was allowed to

get a few easy ones through,
but the Giants’ effort was
present.

The Giants came back
strong again with the first
goal of the second quarter
going to Jayden Deas.

Korumburra-Bena kept up
the pressure throughout the
quarter but was unable to
stop Koo Wee Rup’s forward
thrusts.

The home side was down
by three goals at halftime.

After the break, the rain
started to set in, making the
ball and ground slippery.

The Giants had a lot of the
ball in their forward, but
unfortunately couldn’t score
any goals against the ongo-
ing pressure Koo Wee Rup
applied.

Overall, coach Josh Hop-
kins was pleased with his
team’s four-quarter effort
and discipline.

However, Hopkins knows

there is still much to
improve on and rated the
game 5/10.

Korumburra-Bena’'s  best
players were Guy Dickson,
Tyler Newton, Deas, Jordan
Creppi, Matthew Borschman
and Evan Allaway.

Korumburra-Bena will nest
take on Cora Lynn.

Cora Lynn is fresh off a win
against Kilcunda-Bass and
will be another threatening
match-up for the Giants.

WEST GIPPSLAND COMPETITION LADDERS

ARESERVES w L % os HITHIRDS W L % puav
NarNarGoon 6 O 26737 24 : Tooradin-Dal 5 1 24788 20 : NarNarGoon 5 1 235.20 3.33 :
Tooradin-Dal 5 1 114.94 20 : Inverloch-K 4 1 37143 16 Inverloch-K 3 1 339.22 3.00 :
Cora Lynn 4 1 14833 16 : NarNarGoon 4 2 218.05 16 Warragul Ind 3 1 214.29 3.00 :
WarragulInd 4 1 105.62 16 : Coralynn 4 1 19521 16 Philliplsland 3 1 212.40 3.00 :
KilcundaBass 3 3 123.81 12 : Philliplsland 3 2 207.69 12 KooWee Rup 4 2 200.00 2.66 :
KooWeeRup 3 3 9284 12 : KooWeeRup 3 3 76.22 12 Tooradin-Dal 3 3 75.62 2.00 :
Phillip Island 2 3 106.24 8 : Garfield 2 3 8462 8 Dalyston 2 3 69.72 1.60 :
Inverloch-K 1 4 73.06 4 : KorBena 2 3 6559 8 Garfield 1 4 6165 0.80 :
Dalyston 1 5 5717 4 ' KilcundaBass 2 4 4880 8 Kor-Bena 0 4 17.28 0.00 :
Garfield 1 4 56.07 4 : Warragulind 1 4 3815 4 Cora Lynn 0 4 14.1 0.00 :
Kor-Bena 0 5 51.89 0 : Dalyston 0 6 2574 O Kilcunda-Bass O O 0.00 0.00 :
LEADING GOAL KICKERS LEADING GOAL KICKERS : LEADING GOAL KICKERS :
Nathan Gardiner (Cora Lynn) 24 Lauchlan Gregson (Tooradin-Dal) 14 : Augustus Finsterer (Inverloch-K) 15 :

Dermott Yawney (Nar Nar Goon) 20

¢ Brady Ross (Phillip Island) 11

¢ Tarrant Millar (Nar Nar Goon) 14
* Luke Briganti (Koo Wee Rup) 12 ¢

ROUND 6

FOURTHS w L % ptsav
WarragulInd 5 0 651.09 4.00
Nar Nar Goon 5 1 258.02 3.33
PhillipIsland 3 2 202.84 2.40
KilcundaBass 3 2 72.38 2.40
KooWeeRup 3 2 56.06 2.40
Inverloch-K 2 2 12248 2.00
Tooradin-Dal 2 3 103.17 1.60
Kor-Bena 1 4 4419 0.80
Dalyston 1 4 4240 0.80
Garfield 0 5 12.30 0.00
Cora Lynn 0O O 0.00 0.00
LEADING GOAL KICKERS

Ky Bannister (Warragul Ind) 20
Sam O’Garey (Phillip Island) 15
Evan Loomes (Nar Nar Goon) 11

WEST GIPPSLAND | SPORT

WEST GIPPSLAND m\[»
COMPETITION 6
RESULTS

DALYSTON FOOTBALL CLUB

e 91 §8 55

DALYSTON GARFIELD

Dalyston 32 34 6.6 7.9 (51)
Garfield 22 39 410 7.13(55)
GOALS, Dalyston: Blake Carew 5, Robert Davey,
Jaxon Foon 1 each

BEST: Blake Carew, Kyle Hutchison, Fraser West,
Bradley Tilley, Angus Rosenow, Mitch Hallahan
GOALS, Garfield: Ding Dieng, Mitch Johnson,
Jake Van Den Berghe 2, Jack Barnes 1

BEST: Ding Dieng, Matt Rennie, Brody Turner,
Angus Emery, Jack Tenace-Greenall

RESERVES
Dalyston 1.3 1.3 35  3.7(25)
Garfield 13 37 68 6.12(48)

GOALS, Dalyston: Trevor Douglas Braid,

Brad Hender, Dean Wylie 1 each

BEST: Shannon Coldebella, Dean Wylie, Brad
hender, Trevor Douglas Braid, Matrix Chisholm,
Shaun Silver

GOALS, Garfield: Joshua Murphy 2, Liam Bow,
Lachlan Fernandez, Noah rogers, Scott Simpson
Brewer 1 each

BEST: Will Pickering, Liam Bow, Matthew Bow,
Noah Rogers, Finn Hower

THIRDS
Dalyston 1.0 23 23  43(27)
Garfield 30 50 75 8.8(56)

GOALS, Dalyston: Bailey Anderson,

Will Chisholm, Jack Howell, Jake Hughes 1 each
BEST: Riley Brinkman, Tom Humphris, Ziggy
Bowman kissane, Luke Franks,

Riley Pearson-rutland, Cooper Shepherd
GOALS, Garfield: No goal scorers listed.

BEST: No best players have been selected.
FOURTHS

Dalyston 16 3.6 4.11
Garfield 00 20 20
GOALS, Dalyston: No goal scorers listed.
BEST: Riley McRae, Roy Humphris, Heath
Hender, Brodie Magro, Bailey Ext Stainsby,
Hamish Bell

GOALS, Garfield: No goal scorers listed.
BEST: Makai Maroney, Ethan Densley, Justin
Braumann-Hall, Jex Taylor, Heath Serong,
Tristan Davitt

KORUMBURRA BENA FOOTBALL CLUB

@43 80

KORUMBURRA BENA KOO WEE RUP

Kor-Bena 11 31 4.5 6.7 (43)
KooWeeRup 4.5 6.8 8.10 11.14(80)
GOALS, Kor-Bena: Evan Allaway, Zachary Barrett,
Nicholas Besley, Jordan Ceppi, Jayden Deas,
Kodie Walker 1 each

BEST: Guy Dickson, Tyler Newton, Jayden Deas,
Jordan Ceppi, Matthew Borschman, Evan Allaway
GOALS, KWR: Dale Alanis 3, Timothy Miller 2,
Joshua S Bateman, Tyler Evans, Brendon Head,
Samuel Kors, Seth Lawler, Matthew Voss 1 each
BEST: Nathan Voss, Matthew Voss, Nathan
Muratore, Dale Alanis, William Battams,

Joshua S Bateman

6.13 (49)
3.3(21)

RESERVES
Kor-Bena 214 31 34  4.6(30)
KooWeeRup 0.2 24 4.6  4.9(33)

GOALS, Kor-Bena: Codie Anderson, Jake Fowles,
Jasper Macri 1 each

BEST: Tarkyn Walker, Jordan Grabham, Lachlan
Smith, Jed Harris, Boyd Robertson, Nash Beavis
GOALS, KWR: John Ramos 2, Matthew Cameron,
Troy Miller 1 each

BEST: Ryan Wilby, Bailey Perry, Nick Booth,

Cody Miller, Ethan Neill, Charles Taylor-McKain

THIRDS
Kor-Bena 00 11 11 1.2 (8)
Koo Wee Rup 2.4 3.7 9.8 12.13(85)

GOALS, Kor-Bena: Clayton Quaife 1

BEST: Jayson Kirkbride, Jesse Gollop, Caleb
Turton, Clayton Quaife, Jake Kelly, Brendan Brown
GOALS, KWR: Kynen Dore-Wilson 3, Jacob
Battams, Luke Briganti, Bailey Robson, Matthew
Simpson 2, Fletcher Pittard 1

BEST: Matthew Simpson, Fletcher Pittard,
Campbell Wood, Luke Briganti, Callum Carey,
Jacob Battams

FOURTHS
Kor-Bena 20 53 53 5.4 (34)
KooWeeRup 1.0 3.0 5.1 6.1 (37)

GOALS, Kor-Bena: Tyler Dole 2, Evan Belvedere,
Ryder Skeen, Harley Storr 1 each

BEST: Evan Belvedere, Zac Fowles, Billie Wrigley,
Tyler Dole, Harley Storr, Ryder Skeen

GOALS, KWR: Jaxen Wood 2, Zach Ducasse,
Cooper Parr, Aaron Sands,

Kaiden Shrapnel 1 each

BEST: Cooper Parr, Zach Ducasse, Sonny Giles,
Vijay Orsino, Kaiden Bertone, Shannon Filarski
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Icy conditions suit

RIGHT on cue for the
Dalyston Football Netball
Club’s Big Freeze MND
Day on Saturday, the
weather turned icy cold,
where there’s hardly been
a cloud in the sky for
months.

And it was a freezing
little penguin, former
Bass Coast Shire Council
Mayor, Cr Brett Tessari,
who emerged from the ice
bath at the end of the Big
Freeze Slide gasping for
air.

Even after a hot shower
in the football club rooms
afterwards, he was still
cold to the bone.

“I'm still frozen,” he said

as he emerged from the
rooms.

“But it was for a good
cause.”

A steady stream of slid-
ers followed Brett down
the slippery slide includ-
ing the likes of Alex Scott
director and auctioneer
Greg Price dressed as an
island surfer, club legend
John Walsh in his North
Melbourne gear, netball
operations manager Ricky
McNaughton in a netball
dress, club volunteer
Emma Harris dressed as
a nun and many more.

All combined to raise
in excess of 817,000

at last count, including

merchandise (still available
at the Merch Shack), spon-
sorships and donations.

Past president of the
Dalyston Football Netball
Club Paul Dunlop hosted
the event, thanking the
sliders, the organisers
and those who had con-
tributed financially to the
success of the awareness
day for MND.

“Let's find a cure but
along the way, if we can
take the lead from the
Daniher family, we've got
to make sure we have a
bit of fun along the way,
watching other people’s
pain, all for a good cause,”
he said.

| y

DFNC President Dave Bell, club legend John Walsh, Jack Dunlop and Alex
Scott’s Greg Price ready to take the plunge. Photo: Michelle Chisholm.
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Dalyston FNC volunteer Emma Harris lands in the ice bath on MND Big Freeze Day
at Dalyston on Saturday.

Insert: West Gippsland operations officer and former Bass Coast Shire Council
Mayor Cr Brett Tessari hit the ice bath at the bottom of the Dalyston Football Netball
Club’s MND Big Freeze event on Saturday.

6 REL'capitaI

Building Wealth, Preserving Legacies

| Monthly interest payments.
| Strong track record and proven performance.
| Transparency and choice of investments.

We offer individual investments in first mortgage loans
secured by real estate, providing:

Over 45 Years of
Investments in Real Estate Loans

Variable interest rates starting from:

%
p.a.

Fixed term investment with
no entry, exit or ongoing fees.

* Rate current 1 April 2025. There is a risk that investors may achieve lower than expected returns. RELI Capital investments are not bank deposits, and investors risk
losing some or all of their money. Generally there is no right of early withdrawal prior to maturity of the investment term and there is a risk that redemption at maturity
may be delayed. Before deciding to invest consider RELI Capital’'s Product Disclosure Statement and Target Market Determination by visiting relicapital.com.au or our
office.

035662 2529 & relicapital.com.au

72 | TUESDAY, MAY 20,2025 | SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES



	SNTL-M-250520_001
	SNTL-M-250520_002
	SNTL-M-250520_003
	SNTL-M-250520_004
	SNTL-M-250520_005
	SNTL-M-250520_006
	SNTL-M-250520_007
	SNTL-M-250520_008
	SNTL-M-250520_009
	SNTL-M-250520_010
	SNTL-M-250520_011
	SNTL-M-250520_012
	SNTL-M-250520_013
	SNTL-M-250520_014
	SNTL-M-250520_015
	SNTL-M-250520_016
	SNTL-M-250520_017
	SNTL-M-250520_018
	SNTL-M-250520_019
	SNTL-M-250520_020
	SNTL-M-250520_021
	SNTL-M-250520_022
	SNTL-M-250520_023
	SNTL-M-250520_024
	SNTL-M-250520_025
	SNTL-M-250520_026
	SNTL-M-250520_027
	SNTL-M-250520_028
	SNTL-M-250520_029
	SNTL-M-250520_030
	SNTL-M-250520_031
	SNTL-M-250520_032
	SNTL-M-250520_033
	SNTL-M-250520_034
	SNTL-M-250520_035
	SNTL-M-250520_036
	SNTL-M-250520_037
	SNTL-M-250520_038
	SNTL-M-250520_039
	SNTL-M-250520_040
	SNTL-M-250520_041
	SNTL-M-250520_042
	SNTL-M-250520_043
	SNTL-M-250520_044
	SNTL-M-250520_045
	SNTL-M-250520_046
	SNTL-M-250520_047
	SNTL-M-250520_048
	SNTL-M-250520_049
	SNTL-M-250520_050
	SNTL-M-250520_051
	SNTL-M-250520_052
	SNTL-M-250520_053
	SNTL-M-250520_054
	SNTL-M-250520_055
	SNTL-M-250520_056
	SNTL-M-250520_057
	SNTL-M-250520_058
	SNTL-M-250520_059
	SNTL-M-250520_060
	SNTL-M-250520_061
	SNTL-M-250520_062
	SNTL-M-250520_063
	SNTL-M-250520_064
	SNTL-M-250520_065
	SNTL-M-250520_066
	SNTL-M-250520_067
	SNTL-M-250520_068
	SNTL-M-250520_069
	SNTL-M-250520_070
	SNTL-M-250520_071
	SNTL-M-250520_072

