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IT’S Tuesday again and Erin Pat-
terson is still in the witness box at 
the Supreme Court in Morwell.

It seems like an eternity, but it’s 
actually six days straight.

The days and the events of the 
past seven weeks of the mush-
room murder trial have been 
smeared together like smashed 
avocado on toast.

No more food analogies.
Don and Gail Patterson’s medi-

cal records, the orange cake, Erin 
Patterson’s mobile phone ping-
ing on the communication tow-
ers around Leongatha, the mush-
rooms of course, the plates and 
the long, laborious “he said, she 
said” of the first 29 days of evi-
dence…

It’s a matter for the jury, your 
honour.

Mrs Patterson had returned to 
the paisley shirt she has worn 
on several other days; in brown, 
black and green swirls; black 
pants and shoes, for what it’s 
worth.

The first question from Crown 
Prosecutor Dr Nanette Rogers SC, 
continuing her cross-examination 
of Mrs Patterson, went straight 
back to an issue raised on Friday.

Dr Rogers had been probing 
Erin Patterson about claims she 
had allegedly made about having 
a diagnosis of cancer at the lunch 
on July 29, 2023, and what she 
had said to the invitees about 
medical issues beforehand.

On Thursday last week, Mrs 
Patterson had denied telling her 
lunch guests that she had been di-
agnosed with cancer, but she did 
acknowledge saying “that I was 
undergoing investigations around 
ovarian cancer and might need 
treatment in that regard in the fu-
ture.”

Continued page 18

1505 Bass Highway, Grantville

5678 8433
www.alexscott.com.au

46 Westernport Road, 
Lang Lang (Uniting Church)

$480,000 + GST

A New Chapter Begins

Erin used the 
‘kinder’ plate

Boundaries set for 
San Remo to grow
A PLAN to virtually double the 

size of San Remo was released by 
the State Government last week.

It moves the town boundary 
from Potters Hill Road, 1.6 kilo-
metres to the east, as far as Punch 
Bowl Road, providing space for 
an estimated 900 more dwellings 
fronting Phillip Island Road.

At the 2021 Census, the ABS re-
corded that there were 1035 pri-
vate dwellings in the town, prob-
ably a hundred more since then, 
and a new secondary college.

But in a note from the Stand-
ing Advisory Committee which 
applied the finishing touches to 

the shire-wide policy, they don’t 
want to see a repeat of the “un-
fortunate” examples of coastal 
urban development already 
seen in San Remo, of homes 
“with very large footprints, roof 
lines that rise above the hori-
zon, that are surrounded by 
very little vegetation”.

Conversely, the draft new 
Statement of Planning Policy 
(SPP) for the Bass Coast Shire, 
released by the State Planning 
Minister Sonya Kilkenny last 
Tuesday, took away the poten-
tial for up to 900 more dwell-
ings to be built on the north side 

of Cape Paterson.
You could hear the cheers from 

Cape Paterson’s anti-expansion 
supporters back in Wonthaggi, 
along with the grinding of devel-
opers’ teeth.

Prior to the announcement, an 
expected one as far as Cape Pat-
erson was concerned after local 
MP Jordan Crugnale virtually 
guaranteed such an outcome 
back in December last year, the 
owners of the Cape Paterson 
north land in question cried 
foul.

Jim Watson, of the prominent 
Wallis Watson Group, claimed a 

denial of “procedural fairness 
in relation to a decision which 
stands to restrict development 
in Cape Paterson for the next 50 
years”.

Representing the Cape Pat-
erson Unit Trust No.1, which 
is 60.2 per cent owned by 
Bass Coast Shire residents, he 
claimed documents released for 
community consultation con-
tained “serious factual errors 
and misleading information”, 
including misrepresenting the 
findings of the further landscape 
assessment at Cape Paterson.

Continued page 3

Megan Vuillermin OAM 
is one of four people who 
received a Medal of the 
Order of Australia for 
their dedication to the 
communities of South 
Gippsland and nearby in 
this year’s King’s 
Birthday Honours List. 
See full stories on 
page 16.

Our worthy 
recipIents
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Leongatha & Korumburra Only

www.michaelsiga.com.au

Specials available from Wed 11th to Tues 17th June 2025. While Stocks Last.
We reserve the right to correct printing errors. Images are for illustration purposes only.

Michael’s IGA Liquor supports the responsible service and consumption of alcohol.

$250pack

Leongatha 
store only! COOKED TUNA 

SANDWICH
BOTAN 
FLOWER PLATE

$1450
per serve

$1399kgAUSTRALIAN LAMB 
BBQ CHOPS

$1399kg
FABBRIS 
SHORT CUT BACON

CINNAMON DONUTS
6 PACK
Equates to 42¢ per donut

DON SKINLESS 
FRANKS & COCKTAILS

$899ea

$750ea

SLAPE & SONS 
HOMESTYLE BOLOGNESE 
MEATBALLS 480G
$15.63 per kg

Victoria Bitter Cans Block 
375ml x 30 Pack

•Smirnoff Red Label  
•Jim Beam 
 White Label 
•Canadian Club 
 Original 
 1 Litre

$65ea

$63ea

1 Litre
Bottle  
Equates 

to $44 for 
700ml!

   Get in the spirit !

$850
per serve

SEE INSTORE FOR THE PICK OF THE                 FRUIT & VEGETABLES



SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES   |   WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11, 2025   |   3    

The small local business 
with a big difference

  No service agreements
  No contracts
 No excess weight charges
 No on-call charges
   No equipment 

removal charges
 No hidden fees

accounts@wheelawaste.com
www.wheelawaste.com.au

5672 2056

Commercial, industrial and farm services

HM10521

No excess weight charges

Commercial, industrial and farm servicesCommercial, industrial and farm servicesCommercial, industrial and farm services
For a free estimate contact us

Phone: 5672 3773
www.wonthaggiremovals.com.au

Moving?
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Wonthaggi Removals
& Storage
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Disclaimer: Your full fi nancial situation will need to be reviewed prior to 
acceptance of any off er or product. LS Finance Broking Pty Ltd, Credit 

Representative (495763) is authorised under Australian Credit Licence 389328.

Lynda 0429 121 082

Contact me today for a quote!

Need Asset 
Finance?

A DARK brown hat of great 
sentimental value was re-
cently lost in Wonthaggi. 

The waterproof Barmah 
Squashy Crackle Roo Leath-
er hat was adorned with 
badges from the 2000 Olym-
pic Games, the Paralympics 
and various RSLs, and its 
owner Vern Loeckenhoff 
would greatly appreciate its 
return.

Mr Loeckenhoff is a Viet-
nam veteran, and the badges 
on the hat are greatly impor-
tant to him.

“He has been around to all 
his usual haunts, but to no 
avail. He really loved that 
hat,” his wife Renee said.

“I miss the badges, as I 
worked at the 2000 Olym-
pics and the Paralympics. 
They were sentimental to 
me.”

There were roughly 20 
badges in total on the hat, all 
of which were extremely im-
portant to the couple. 

Some of the badges were 
one-of-a-kind or special 
edition, and remind Mrs 
Loeckenhoff of her wonder-
ful experiences at the 2000 
Olympics. 

There were also old and 
new RSL badges from Won-
thaggi and Sydney. 

Mrs Loeckenhoff said the 
hat was originally purchased 
from Churchill Island and 
may have been lost near the 
Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club 
or Connells Bakery.

If anyone has seen this be-
loved hat, they are urged to 
hand it in to the Sentinel-
Times office in Wonthaggi.

The Loeckenhoff family 
would be extremely grateful 
to see its return. 

A call has been made to 
help Vern Loeckenhoff find 
his beloved hat. 

Have you seen 
Vern’s hat? 

VISION-impaired social worker 
Sharyl Brockett can’t understand 
why people are allowed in public 
places with dangerous dogs after 
a bullmastiff attacked and nearly 
killed her guide dog, Daisy. 

“The bullmastiff lunged at Dai-
sy as we approached Woolworths 
supermarket in Wonthaggi last 
weekend,“ said Sharyl.

The bullmastiff was on a long 
lead and latched onto Daisy’s 
neck millimetres from a vital ar-
tery leaving two bleeding punc-
ture wounds.

“A smaller dog wouldn’t have 
survived,” said Sharyl still in 
shock days after the attack.

A pharmacist friend of Sharyl 
managed to pull the dogs apart.

Sharyl remembers a middle-
aged woman holding a long lead 
attached to the bullmastiff.

“She yelled out is your dog OK,” 

before disappearing with a male 
according to Sharyl.

“Daisy stayed by my side as she 
is trained to do.”

The incident was caught on 
CCTV, but Council rangers have 
not been able to locate the bull-
mastiff or its owners.

“That dog should not be in pub-
lic,“ said Sharyl.

“We both stayed home the next 
day so I could take Daisy to the 
vet. The vet had to shave Daisy’s 
neck to clean away the blood and 
give her antibiotics.”

Sharyl’s constant companion 
for the past six years Daisy came 
to her as a fully trained guide dog 
at 18 months of age and now ac-
companies her daily to Wonthag-
gi Hospital.

“Daisy’s really important to 
me,” said Sharyl.

According to Sharyl, Daisy 

helps support many patients 
who are feeling down because 
they are ill in hospital and with-
out their own dogs or pets.

“Guide dogs have a really im-
portant job to do,” Sharyl said.

“She has to make sure I’m safe 
in the community.”

With her specialised training 
costing upwards of $100,000, Dai-
sy is not considered a regular pet, 
and was doing her job, as normal.

According to Sharyl as they ap-
proached the entrance to Wool-
worths a dog jumped out of nowhere 
and latched onto Daisy’s throat.

“It was not under any control 
whatsoever,” said Sharyl.

One of Sharyl’s good friends 
saw the attack and ran straight 
towards them.

“My friend helped get the dogs 
separated and checked Daisy for 
injuries.”

A nurse friend at the scene ap-
plied pressure to Daisy’s neck to 
stem the bleeding while another 
friend called the Council Ranger.

Daisy was wearing a guide dog 
harness at the time, and accord-
ing to Sharyl, the woman with the 
bullmastiff didn’t seem to care.

“We asked her to move away 
with the dog, but she refused 
forcing us to walk onto the road 
and around the trolley bay to get 
to the safety of the supermarket.”

“We need to find the people re-
sponsible for this.”

Sharyl is hopeful Daisy will ful-
ly recover.

“We’ve been back to the scene 
to provide encouragement, but 
Daisy still hesitates,” said Sha-
ryl. “It will take time.”

Guide Dogs Victoria have offered 
assistance including re-training in 
Wonthaggi.

From page 1
He called for the Standing Advisory 

Committee to be reconvened to prop-
erly consider the additional landscape 
report and to provide Wallis Watson 
with the opportunity to respond. 
However, as they say, no further cor-
respondence will be entered into.

While it is officially still a “draft”, 
there will be no more community con-
sultation, according to the Minister.

The final draft Bass Coast SPP 
has been circulated for endorse-
ment by responsible public enti-
ties, including Bass Coast Shire 
Council. The endorsement process 
is expected to take place between 
June and July 2025. Once en-
dorsements are received, approval 
of the SPP will be sought from the 
Governor in Council (GiC).

It will be immediately operational 
after the publication of the notice 
of approval in the Victoria Govern-
ment Gazette.

Minister Kilkenny said the Allan 
Labor Government was taking the 
next major step to safeguard the 
Bass Coast’s natural beauty and 
guide future growth.

“We have listened carefully to the 
inputs of local communities – this 
draft policy lays the groundwork 
for long-term protections that will 
preserve what makes the Bass 
Coast so special for future genera-
tions,” said the Planning Minister.

The Member for Bass Jordan 

Crugnale has also welcomed the 
end of the Distinctive Areas and 
Landscapes process.

“This declaration will deliver on 
our commitment to acknowledge the 
special significance of the Bass Coast, 
protect its settlement boundaries and 
what we love and value now and into 
the future,” said Ms Crugnale.

Of course, the new SPP isn’t just 
about Cape Paterson and San Remo. 
The Minister says it introduces 
24 protected settlement boundar-
ies for towns, villages and hamlets 
across the shire but there appear 
to be 26 named locations including 
Bass, Harmers Haven, Jam Jer-
rup, Pioneer Bay and The Gurdies,  
Silverleaves, Smiths Beach, Sunder-
land Bay, Sunset Strip, Surf Beach, 

Tenby Point, Ventnor, Wimbledon 
Heights, Archies Creek, Wattle 
Bank and Woolamai. Villages in-
cluding Cape Paterson, Cape 
Woolamai, Corinella, Coronet Bay, 
Dalyston, Kilcunda, Newhaven and 
Rhyll. And towns including Grant-
ville, San Remo and Cowes, all with 
protected settlement boundaries to 
be set in stone for 50 years.

Protected Settlement Boundaries 
remain to be finalised for Inverloch 
and Wonthaggi involving further 
strategic planning processes and 
consultation.

“The SPP is an extremely im-
portant strategic document for the 
Bass Coast setting out a long term 
vision and framework for develop-
ment in the Bass Coast. It enables 

us to protect the uniqueness of our 
towns whilst planning for growth 
that respects the character of our 
towns,” Bass Coast Mayor Rochelle 
Halstead said. “Consideration of 
infrastructure capacity and servic-
ing requirements has been a key 
element of the San Remo Structure 
Plan project. Council understood 
that the growth front in San Remo 
could potentially extend to Punch 
Bowl and included this in the proj-
ect. We have been working through 
the details with servicing authori-
ties and will continue this through 
the next stage of planning.”

So, why is the potential for hous-
ing growth being expanded in San 
Remo while the settlement bound-
ary of Cape Paterson is being re-
duced in size? The Standing Adviso-
ry Committee offers an explanation.

“In itself, land supply is not an is-
sue for San Remo, given it has in 
the order of 26 to 36 years of zoned 
and unzoned supply. In the context 
of the DAL, San Remo is strategi-
cally significant because it does the 
heavy lifting for the Phillip Island 
and lifestyle market. As supply is 
exhausted in other places, take up 
in San Remo is likely to accelerate. 
Extending the PSB to Punch Bowl 
Road is justified in this context.”

The Standing Committee provides 
no explanation for the contraction 
of Cape Paterson – it supported the 
proposed residential growth.

Boundaries set for 
San Remo to grow

The San Remo town boundary has been moved 1.6 kilometres 
east along Phillip Island Road as far as Punch Bowl Road but 
there will be no new housing development south of the ridgeline.

Guide dog lucky to survive horrific dog attack
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6 Day 
Weather 
Forecast
SOUTH 
GIPPSLAND
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8AM - 12.30PM 

COAL CREEK CAR PARK
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Farmers’Farmers’COAL CREEK

Produce grown and made from the 
South Gippsland region.

Contact David 0411 413 716

VV
01

79
-V

6

railway precinct leongatha
Contact Neil: 0438 888 380
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Everyday Assisted
Living Aids

•  One-Touch Jar 
Openers

•  Jar Keys
•  Easy Grip Utensils 

and more

Come and see 
our range

Formerly Coastal Independence & Mobility 
62-64 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi 

Ph 7051 0720
Visit our website aidacare.com.au

We are a D.V.A. approved supplier

IN BRIEF
A creative funding boost 
showcases art in theatre 
and music

SOUTH Gippsland Shire 
Council has been successful 
in securing a $10,085 Small 
Regional Presenters grant to 
bring creative events to four 
of South Gippsland’s small yet 
mighty halls. 
The events include: 
• �Dr Hubble’s Bubbles and the 

Stony Six at Outtrim Hall – 
Saturday, July 26. 

• �Exotic Lives of Lola Mon-
tez by Funicane and Smith 
at the Foster War Memorial 
and Arts Centre – date TBC. 

• �Damien Callinan’s Hall Sto-
ries at Mount Eccles Hall – 
Saturday, November 8. 

• �Damien Callinan’s Hall 
Stories at Kongwak Hall – 
Wednesday, November 12. 
The live performances range 

from circus and theatre, com-
edy and cabaret, as well as 
contemporary and classical 
music.

South Gippsland Shire 
Council Mayor, John Schelling, 
said, the shire is pleased to 
have received this funding that 
will bring live performances to 
South Gippsland.

“Thank you to the Victorian 
Government for their support 
for this project. We look for-
ward to inviting both locals 
and visitors to our region to 
enjoy these fantastic events.”

Each event is guaranteed to 
be an entertaining outing and 
will be organised in collabora-
tion with the relevant volun-
teer committee.

Tickets to Dr Hubble’s Bub-
bles and The Stony Six at 
the Outtrim Hall can be pur-
chased at: southgippsland.vic.
gov.au/dr-hubbles-bubbles.

Safety improvement 
works at Mahers Landing

BRIDGEWATER Marine will 
carry out safety improvement 
works at the new Mahers 
Landing boat ramp from Mon-
day, June 16, to Friday, June 
20, 2025.

To allow these works to be 

completed safely and efficient-
ly, the boat ramp will be closed 
to the public during this time. 
It is scheduled to reopen at 
4pm on Friday, June 20.

The upgrade involves install-
ing anti-slip grating on the 
ramp surface to significantly 
reduce slipperiness and en-
hance safety for all users.

This enhancement is fully 
funded by Better Boating Vic-
toria as part of ongoing efforts 
to improve boating facilities 
across the region.

Local input is open on 
naming Poowong Roads 

SOUTH Gippsland Shire 
Council is seeking commu-
nity feedback on the proposed 
commemorative naming of two 
new roads in Poowong, as part 
of the approved subdivision 
plans for 14 Brisbane Street 
(Planning Permit 2021/321).

At the May Council Meeting, 
Councillors unanimously en-
dorsed a four-week commu-
nity consultation period, run-
ning from May 22 to June 23, 
2025, to gather local input on 
the proposed names:
• �Beckett Street – in honour 

of Daniel Beckett, one of 
Poowong’s earliest residents 
and the first selector of the 
original crown allotment 
for the land (14 Brisbane 
Street).

• �Horsley Street – commemo-
rating Susan Horsley, whose 
family operated Poowong’s 
first Post Office in 1883, 
with Susan Horsley serving 
as postmistress until 1890.
These names have been pro-

posed in accordance with the 
Geographic Place Names Act 
1998 and the Naming Rules 
for Places in Victoria, which 
guide the naming of roads and 
features across the State. The 
proposals reflect key prin-
ciples including commemora-
tive naming, gender equality, 
and strong historical links to 
the Poowong community.

To have your say on the new 
street names in Poowong, 
please visit: yoursay.southgi-
ppsland.vic.gov.au.

Nobbies remain closed 
for infrastructure works 

THE Nobbies Centre and 
boardwalks will remain closed 
until the end of the month 
(June), following an infra-
structure incident last week. 

Phillip Island Nature Parks 
CEO Catherine Basterfield 
said an engineering investiga-
tion has been carried out, with 
initial works focused on en-
suring the building structure 
is safe to enable access to the 
true attraction of this site – the 
boardwalks, the views and the 
blow hole. 

Rectification works will be 
required on parts of the visi-
tor centre’s exterior. 

“At this stage, we expect ini-
tial works to be completed 
and access to the boardwalks 
restored by the school holiday 
period.”  

Until then, the Nobbies Cen-
tre remains closed and the 
building, car park and board-
walks have been temporar-
ily cordoned off to ensure the 
safety of the public and staff. 

“We urge the public to keep 
clear of the area. The Boule-
vard, running along the south 
coast of the Summerland Pen-
insula, between The Nobbies 
and the Penguin Parade, re-
mains open,” said Ms Baster-
field. 

Public toilets are located 
at the Penguin Parade Visitor 
Centre car park and inside the 
centre.

Customer care at 
Gippsland Water 

GIPPSLAND Water is en-
couraging customers to reach 
out if they need help paying 
their bills through its Custom-
er Care campaign.

Managing director Sarah 
Cumming said that confiden-
tial financial support is always 
available for Gippsland Water 
customers.

“We want our customers to 
know that we get it and we’re 
here to help,” she said.

“We offer a range of flexible 
payment options, and our 
team will assist and work out 

what’s best for you and your 
needs.

“The team can help custom-
ers apply for government util-
ity relief grants and give refer-
rals to no-cost independent 
financial counsellors.”

Friendly faces from the 
Gippsland Water team feature 
in the customer care campaign 
and a series of opportunities 
to receive on-the-spot support 
in person will be held over the 
coming months.

Locations, dates and times 
will be announced soon.

To find out more about the 
assistance Gippsland Water 
can provide or request a call 
back from the customer care 
team, visit gippswater.com.au/
customercare. 

New Treasurer admits 
massive increase in 
economic advice

VICTORIAN Treasurer, Jac-
lyn Symes has admitted, un-
der questioning by the Public 
Accounts and Estimates Com-
mittee (PAEC), that her office 
and Department require a 
massive increase in economic 
advice.

Victorian budget papers 
have revealed that the 2024–
25 Budget originally allocated 
$60.3 million for economic 
advice, but that figure was 
quietly revised upwards to 
$75.2 million in the budget 
estimates – a $14.9 million 
blowout.

Now, the 2025–26 Budget 
has allocated $81.4 million to 
the same line item, a 34.9 per 
cent increase in a single year.

Despite this massive in-
crease in expenditure, the 
Treasurer has offered no 
clear or credible explanation 
for the blowout – other than 
to blame the drafting of Victo-
ria’s Economic Growth State-
ment.

According to the opposition, 
that excuse does not explain 
why  massive increases in 
funding are now part of the 
ongoing support required for 
the Treasurer and her De-
partment.
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23 A’Beckett Street, Inverloch
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AUTHORISED DEALER

Gippsland Garages 
& Sheds

Your local, qualifi ed 
project specialist.

Permits, construction.
1st class service.

Contact Gavin 0433 902 969
www.gippslandgarages.com

FREE QUOTES  Site visits subject to T&C’s.

You bring the dream,
we’ll bring the how to.

POLICE BRIEFS
Car collides with bookshop

POLICE are investigating after a vehicle 
collided with Ramalama Book Exchange 
on Murray Street on Thursday, June 5, 
around 4.15pm. It’s unknown what caused 
the accident at this stage, but it’s not be-
lieved to be related to drugs or alcohol. 

According to police, it’s believed the 
driver lost control of the vehicle whilst 
travelling east along Murray Street 
near the intersection with McBride Av-
enue. A passenger in the front seat was 
able to steer the vehicle off the road. 

There were no life-threatening inju-
ries to either the passenger or the driv-
er, and it’s believed both dogs in the 
vehicle at the time were also uninjured. 

Baby wombat saved
WONTHAGGI officers were patrolling 

Harmers Haven on June 5, when they lo-
cated a seriously injured wombat in the 
early hours of the morning. The wombat 
had impact with a vehicle and unfortu-
nately had to be destroyed. 

The wombat was inspected, and police 
located a very young joey in the pouch.

Carefully removing the joey and wrap-
ping it tightly in their uniform, the joey 
was taken to the Wonthaggi Police Station 
where it was initially cared for before go-
ing on to a volunteer wildlife carer. If you 
do have a collision with an animal and 
need assistance call 000, and if you locate 
injured wildlife contact Wildlife Victoria.

Breach bail and 10 day crime 
wave sees gaol time

TWENTY-three year old South 
Gippsland man, Joshua Nagel was 
sentenced to three months imprison-
ment at the Latrobe Valley Magistrates 
Court on Tuesday, June 10, following 
a series of criminal offences in South 
Gippsland whilst on bail. 

Mr Nagel was released on bail at Won-
thaggi Magistrates Court on May 5. After 
a series of further offences he was arrest-
ed again on June 7. Thirty-one charges 
were initially brought before the court, 
including, burglary, theft, handling of 
stolen goods, committing offences whilst 
on bail and possession of drugs. 

The court addressed that Mr Nagel had 
committed 10 different days of offend-
ing since April this year. The accused was 
charged with theft of a whipper snipper and 
chainsaw, possession of stolen clothing, food 
and alcohol, and on May 26, the accused en-
tered a home office and stole a laptop.

Mr Nagel’s three-month sentence con-
sidered his age, as he was 23 and unem-
ployed, homeless, and on bail. Despite 
having received psychological support 
for re-offending, he was unwilling to en-
gage and subsequently committed more 
crimes. Significant consideration was 
given due to Mr Nagel’s guilty plea.

Some of the property that the 23-year-
old male allegedly stole in Korumburra 
has been located by police, if you are 
missing things email: korumburra.uni@
police.vic.gov.au.

A SECOND major dump of 
sand at the Inverloch surf beach 
appears to be holding firm de-
spite strong winds, steady rain 
and a heavy ocean swell over 
the past days.

Bass Coast Council acted 
quickly last week to replace 
sand dumped on the beach two 
months ago after storm activity 
threatened to undermine geo-
textile sandbags protecting the 
Inverloch SLSC.

President of the Inverloch 
SLSC Glenn Arnold said he was 
grateful for Bass Coast Council 
getting it sorted so quickly.

“Council was proactive and 
contacted the Surf Lifesav-
ing Club after a week of heavy 
swells, high tides and a storm 
surge.”

Storm tides have been shown 
to erode up to 100,000 cubic 
metres of sand in five days.

Inverloch Tourism Associa-
tion President Glenn Morris 
was pleased to see the sand 
replacement work starting last 

week.
“Without that work, we fear 

that the sand scouring at the 
ends of the wall will become a 
big risk to the Surf Lifesaving 
Club during the autumn and 
spring high tide season,” Mr 
Morris said.

“Well done to Bass Coast 
Council and all those involved.”

Bass Coast Shire reaffirmed 
that coastal erosion is a press-
ing issue for the community. 
Council is continuing to inves-
tigate medium and long-term 
solutions in partnership with 
DEECA including planting of 
native vegetation to help stabi-
lise the dunes.

One Lohr Avenue resident ex-
pressed concern about trying 
to stockpile sand on the beach 
during the sand replacement 
works.

“It didn’t work, the tide came 
in and washed the sand away.”

Another community member 
questioned the practice of re-
vegetation of the dunes.

“To suggest that planting na-
tive vegetation will stabilise 
the dunes is preposterous, are 
councillors blind to the amount 
of mature vegetation that has 
been destroyed in recent years 
or are they simply willing to 
continue throwing good money 
after bad and squander yet 
more ratepayer hard-earned 
monies on ineffective solu-
tions,” they said.

“The simple reality is that a 
seawall needs to be constructed 
as a last line of defence to stop 
the erosion devouring more of 
the foreshore and then consum-
ing the Inverloch SLSC club-
house and the houses and other 
assets around Surf Parade.”

President of the South 
Gippsland Conservation Soci-
ety Ed Thexton admitted that 
Marram Grass which was wide-
ly planted in the 60s and 70s as 
a sand dune stabiliser to pro-
tect sand dunes at surf beaches 
including Inverloch was not a 
native grass.

Marram Grass has now been 
replaced with native Hairy 
Spinifex (Spinifex sericeus) in 
many places because it is toler-
ant and in fact, stimulated by 
progressive sand burials. 

According to Agriculture Vic-
toria, the plant’s dense growth 
habit and extensive rhizoma-
tous root system entrap mobile 
sand and allow the building of 
dunes.

“Unfortunately, it has been 
shown that the steep-faced 
dunes formed by Marram 
Grass activity, at the expense 
of beach and near-shore sand, 
leads to increased susceptibil-
ity to wave erosion and subse-
quent coastal recession.”

In its most recent quarterly 
performance review, Bass Coast 
Council forecasted a full-year 
deficit due in part to emergency 
sand renourishment at Inver-
loch and Silverleaves despite 
being offset by operational 
grants received for emergency 
events.

Second dump of sand at Inverloch Surf Beach holding for now

What a mess, as road reserve left in a 
shocking state after squatters leave
SQUATTERS camping on a 

roadside reserve opposite The 
Caves carpark at Inverloch have 
trashed the site according to 
nearby residents and farmers.

Glenn Morris described the 
abandoned campsite as an ab-
solute mess.

“It’s a shambles and an abso-
lute pigsty,” said Mr Morris.

Neighbour Kate McDonald 
was amazed by the amount of 
rubbish they left behind.

“Litter blew up from the 
campsite and across the road 
and into the waterways,” said 
Ms McDonald.

Recalling when the squat-
ters arrived in November, Ms 
McDonald said they created a 
disturbance by shouting and 
sounding like somebody was 
hurt.

“They needed help,” she said.
At the time they were camping 

in a tent and cars.
Despite numerous attempts 

at contacting Bass Coast Shire 
Council, VicRoads, Parks Victo-
ria, local MP Jordan Crugnale 
and police, nothing was done 
according to Ms McDonald.

The squatters refused an offer 
of assistance to find alternate 
accommodation.

“That was the time to act, to 
move them on. We were told it 
was very difficult because they 
were homeless.

“No one would take responsi-
bility.”

Ms McDonald has been 
shocked at how much they ac-
cumulated over six months.

“At first we thought they may 
have been holidaymakers, but 
the consequence now is that 
council will now have to bear 
the cost of the clean-up,” said 
Ms McDonald. “It’s borne by all 
of us, and it won’t be cheap.”

Two abandoned cars have 
been left at the site, an over-
turned motorcycle and at least 
two skips of household rubbish 
including discarded clothing 
left hanging in the trees.

“None of it is recyclable,” said 
Ms McDonald.

“Now they’ve set a prec-
edent, they might return next 

summer.”
Ms McDonald said she could 

understand overnight campers.
“I do feel sorry for them, but 

these people showed a total dis-
regard for the environment.

“No water or sanitation, a 
beautiful pristine environment 
trashed in six months.”

Local residents have de-
scribed The Caves as a special 
place.

“It is where a lot of people 
have taken their children to 
play, in rock pools and enjoy 
nature,” said Ms McDonald.

“It is very popular.”
Ms McDonald’s family loved 

the area so much they bought 
land and built a home.

“The house was built to re-
spect the environment,” said 
Ms McDonald.

Not easily frightened Ms Mc-
Donald found herself locking 
everything up when the squat-
ters were there, concerned 
about what might be damaged 
or stolen by people coming onto 
the property.

Glenn Morris said he was not 
sure why the site had not been 
cleaned up.

“If the reason is lack of re-
sources then I’m sure a group of 
volunteers keen to see the trees 
re-established can be mustered 
together,” said Mr Morris.

It is ultimately the responsi-
bility of Parks Victoria and ac-
cording to Mr Morris unless the 
entrance is blocked by a fence it 
will happen again.

“A lockable strong gate or 
fence might be better than plac-
ing rocks at the entrance.

“There is a difference between 
illegal camping and establishing 
a home for six months.

“Now they’re gone we want ev-
erything removed.

“Re-vegetate the area, it’s a 
shocking situation.”

Bass Coast Shire said it will 
support Parks Victoria to re-
solve the issues at the site.

Council facilitated referral to 
the relevant services to address 
health and wellbeing concerns 
at the site through partnerships 
with local service providers.

The abandoned campsite opposite The Caves at Inverloch 
hass been left in an absolute mess by squatters. 
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Amber
Creek
Sawmill

Dan: 0428 446 967
timber@ambercreek.com.au

www.ambercreeksawmillling.au

Amber
Creek
Sawmill

ITS MORE THAN 
JUST WOOD TO US 

x Dan on 0428 446 967
s timber@ambercreek.com.au
Open:  Mon to Wed 8am to 4pm
155 Mackins Road, Fish Creek

100% South Gippsland 
Blue gum cladding. 
Grown, milled & dressed right here.
It doesn’t more local than that!

ME0486

The largest range of custom made 
curtains+blinds+shutters+outdoor

dc+b Wonthaggi
under new management 
21 Murray St, Wonthaggi
Ph. 5672 291515% off cellular 

blind sale on now!
+save on your energy bills
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dc+b Wonthaggi

21 Murray St, Wonthaggi
Ph. 5672 2915

value in every dollar

drapes ++ pelmets  pelmets 
to insulate 
your windows

•  use less energy 
++ save on power costs

TOURISM is at the heart of life 
in Bass Coast—supporting local 
jobs, energising our towns, and in-
viting the world to experience our 
breathtaking natural environment 
and warm hospitality.

Right now, we’re seeing exciting 
developments that will shape our 
visitor economy for years to come.

In Cowes, the transformation 
of the Isle of Wight site will soon 
deliver a stunning new hospital-
ity and accommodation offering. 
This iconic location will once again 
be a focal point for visitors and 
locals, supported by the Cowes 
Streetscapes project, which re-
ceived $8 million in Federal fund-
ing last year. These investments 
link the main street to our beau-
tiful coastline, creating a more ac-
cessible, welcoming and vibrant 
Cowes.

Our wellness tourism sector is 
also growing, with anticipation 
building for the opening of Phil-
lip Island Hot Springs. Once com-
plete, this destination will offer 
visitors a world-class place to un-
wind, boosting off-peak visitation 
and adding to the region’s unique 
appeal.

Events continue to attract visi-
tors year-round, from major com-
petitions like the MotoGP, Phillip 
Island Pro and ProMX to commu-
nity favourites like the Inverloch 
Running Festival and Kilcunda 
Lobster Festival.

And speaking of Kilcunda—we 
have even more reason to celebrate! 
This beloved coastal gem has been 
named a finalist in the 2025 Victo-
rian Top Tourism Town Awards in 
the Tiny Town category.

Now we need your help to bring 
home the win. Community support 
plays a big part in the final result—
so please take a moment to vote 
and show your love for Kilcunda. 
Voting closes soon and every vote 
counts!

Visit www.vtic.com.au/toptour-
ismtowns to cast yours.

Bass Coast is a region on the rise, 
with bold ideas, strong partner-
ships and a shared commitment to 
delivering exceptional visitor expe-
riences. With your continued sup-
port, we’ll keep growing—sustain-
ably, inclusively, and proudly.

Let’s keep working together to 
showcase what makes Bass Coast 
truly special.

Mayor’s 
Message

Cr Rochelle Halstead

Mayor’s 
Message
Mayor’s 
Message
Mayor’s 

THE deal has almost been 
done according to Member for 
Bass Jordan Crugnale MP.

Land north of Seaward Drive 
in Cape Paterson has been ex-
cluded from the town boundary 
impacting on future residential 
rezoning of the area.

Expressing relief that after all 
this time the Planning Minister 
had supported the community 
John Coulter from the Cape Pa-
terson Residents and Ratepayers 
Association said it had been a 
long process of open consulta-
tion.

According to Mr Coulter, every-
body had a good chance to argue 
their case and it would be un-
reasonable to suggest there has 
been a denial of justice.

“The journey had strong com-
munity support and not just 
from the Residents and Rate-
payers Association,” Mr Coulter 
said.

“There are significant features 
of the land that should be pre-
served.

“Reducing the boundary is the 
appropriate thing to do,” he said.

“Ninety per cent of respondents 
supported that reduction.”

Releasing the State Govern-
ment’s draft Statement of Plan-
ning Policy (SPP) for the Bass 
Coast, Planning Minister Sonya 
Kilkenny said it was a 50-year 
vision to manage land use and 
development in a way that pre-
serves the region’s unique char-
acter.

“The Allan Labor Government 
is taking the next major step 
to safeguard the Bass Coast’s 
natural beauty and guide future 
growth in a way that respects the 
environment, community values, 
and cultural heritage,” said Min-
ister Kilkenny.

Jordan Crugnale MP said the 
declaration would deliver on the 
State Government’s commitment 
to acknowledge the special signif-
icance of the Bass Coast and to 
protect its settlement boundaries 
and what we love and value now, 
and into the future.

Thanking everyone for their 
patience, visioning and submis-
sions Ms Crugnale said the for-
mal endorsement process is now 
with Bass Coast Shire Council 
and relevant public agencies so it 
can be finalised. 

Planning Minister Kilkenny 
said Bass Coast was one of Vic-
toria’s most environmentally 
significant regions home to the 
Bunurong Marine National Park, 
Phillip Island Nature Parks, 

Churchill Island and the Western 
Port Ramsar Wetlands.

“Its coastlines, farmland, wet-
lands and woodlands support 
native wildlife, tourism, agricul-
ture and thriving local commu-
nities,” said Minister Kilkenny.

The next key step before the 
SPP can be finalised includes 
strategies to protect biodiver-
sity, support climate resilience, 
and guide infrastructure plan-
ning.

More than 20 protected set-
tlement boundaries have been 
proposed to clearly define 
where growth can occur and to 
help maintain the region’s natu-
ral, cultural and scenic values 
for generations to come accord-
ing to the State Government.

Once approved Bass Coast 
will become just the fourth area 
in Victoria to have an SPP in 
place giving it the state’s high-
est level of long-term planning 
protection along with the Bella-
rine Peninsula, Surf Coast and 
Macedon Ranges.

“We have listened carefully to 
the inputs of local communi-
ties, and this draft policy lays 
the groundwork for long-term 
protections that will preserve 
what makes the Bass Coast so 
special for future generations,” 
said Planning Minister Kilkenny

The draft policy was devel-
oped with input from Bunurong 
Land Council Aboriginal Corpo-
ration, Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil, government agencies and 
authorities, and the Distinctive 

Areas and Landscapes Standing 
Advisory Committee.

Project manager for land 
north of Seaward Drive, Wallis 
Watson, called for the Standing 
Advisory Committee to be re-
convened to provide procedural 
fairness in relation to a decision 
which stands to restrict devel-
opment in Cape Paterson for the 
next 50 years.

John Coulter from the Resi-
dents and Ratepayers Associa-
tion said the idea was to put a 
protective boundary around 
small villages and townships.

“It isn’t locking anything into 
place for 50 years,” said Mr 
Coulter.

“Our understanding is the Dis-
tinctive Areas and Landscapes 
(DALs) program in Victoria re-
quires a review of the Statement 
of Planning Policy (SPP) for each 
declared area no later than 10 
years after its commencement,” 
he said.

There has already been signifi-
cant growth in Cape Paterson 
with The Cape estate.

“How much can a small village 
expand without damaging what 
is already there?”

Mr Coulter noted there had 
been no funding for infrastruc-
ture.

The first priority according to 
Mr Coulter was to protect the 
environment and Marine Na-
tional Park which adjoins Cape 
Paterson whether it is a hamlet, 
village or small town.

“Getting funding for the 

Wonthaggi Life Saving Club is the 
next priority,” said Mr Coulter.

Bass Coast Mayor Cr Rochelle 
Halstead welcomed confirma-
tion that the Minister for Plan-
ning had approved the final 
draft of the Bass Coast State-
ment of Planning Policy.

“It’s a milestone that we warm-
ly welcome,” said Cr Halstead.

“This marks the culmination 
of more than seven years of col-
laborative work to protect Bass 
Coast’s significant economic, en-
vironmental, cultural, and com-
munity values through the intro-
duction of protected settlement 
boundaries.”

The draft SPP was informed 
by strong community input 
during three rounds of public 
consultation according to Bass 
Coast Shire.

“It was also subject to an in-
dependent review by the Dis-
tinctive Areas and Landscapes 
Standing Advisory Committee, 
which concluded in April 2023,” 
said Cr Halstead.

According to Cr Halstead, a 
report will be brought to Coun-
cil for consideration at the June 
Council Meeting.

The endorsement process is 
expected to take place between 
June and July 2025.

For more information about 
the Distinctive Areas and Land-
scapes legislation, including the 
Bass Coast SPP go to engage.vic.
gov.au/project/distinctive-areas-
and-landscapes-program/page/
bass-coast.

Relief from local residents as 
Cape northern boundary reined in

Member for Bass Jordan Crugnale MP joined by Cape Paterson residents and members of 
the Cape Paterson Residents and Ratepayers Association welcoming the decision to rein in 
the northern boundary of the town.



SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES   |   WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11, 2025   |   7    

LOCAL charity Gippsland Emergency Re-
lief Fund (GERF) has partnered with the 
Resilient Building Council (RBC) to help 
Gippsland homeowners assess their prop-
erty’s resilience and take simple steps to im-
prove it through a series of free workshops.

The free workshops will guide residents 
through RBC’s easy-to-use digital self-assess-
ment tools, which provide practical, tailored 
recommendations to strengthen buildings 
against disaster risks.

“Whether you’re living in an older home, 
planning a new build, or rebuilding after a 
loss, these workshops will be invaluable,” 
said GERF President Andy Tegart.

“Recent increases in the number and sever-
ity of bushfires, floods and storms from cli-
mate change means we need to be ready for 
more frequent extreme weather events. If you 
can improve your home’s resilience, natural 
hazards may not become a personal disaster.

“This free program will provide clear, cost-
effective advice on steps (big or small) you 
can take to strengthen and better protect 
your home or business,” Mr Tegart said.

Resilient Building Council CEO Kate Cotter 
encouraged homeowners to make use of the 
tools and incentives on offer.

“Once you’ve completed the self-assess-
ment, you can choose to have your Resilience 
Rating certified by an expert and access your 
Resilience Rating Certificate,” Ms Cotter said.

“Households can use their certificate to 
access insurance or mortgage benefits, and 
have peace of mind that their home is better 
protected.”

Workshops will be run in South Gippsland 
on June 17 at Foster and Venus Bay and July 
22 at Mirboo North and Leongatha. Whilst 
events in Bass Coast will take place on July 
23 in Newhaven and Cowes, and on July 24 
in Coronet Bay and Wonthaggi. 

To find all workshop locations and dates, 
and to register online go to: gerf.org.au/rbc.

WHILE energy companies are putting prof-
its first, the State Government have stated 
they are on the side of families – helping 
them cut energy costs and take back control 
of their bills. 

With a $50 million investment, the Gov-
ernment is providing cost of living help to 
concession card holders with a $100 Power 
Saving Bonus.

The one-off $100 payment will be available 
from August, in time for winter energy bills. 

Households with an eligible concession 
card will be able to apply by visiting the Vic-
torian Energy Compare website or through a 
participating community organisation. 

All Victorians should visit the free and in-
dependent Victorian Energy Compare web-
site to shop around for a better deal on their 
energy. Last year, users typically saved $240 
per year on their energy bills by switching.

The $100 Power Saving Bonus is in addi-
tion to the Federal Government’s Energy Bill 
Relief Fund, which will slash $150 off energy 
bills for all households and eligible small 
businesses from July to December this year.

To make sure you are on the cheapest en-
ergy bill offer visit compare.energy.vic.gov.au 
or call 1800 000 832. 

Free workshops for 
home resilience

Cutting energy costs

Bass Coast taking the lead in waste 
management with a circular economy

GONE are the days of make, 
take and dispose according to 
Bass Coast Shire Council.

The new buzz word for sus-
tainable waste management is 
circular-economy.

Instead of a linear, straight-
line product life where an item 
is designed, created, used and 
then thrown out, the circular 
economy is a system where ma-
terials aren’t wasted or thrown 
into landfill and are instead re-
used for something else.

Six leading researchers on cir-
cular economy principles spoke 
at a Regional Circular Economy 
Summit at Berninneit in Cowes 
hosted by Bass Coast Shire 
Council last week.

“It’s a new approach,” said envi-
ronment program coordinator for 
Bass Coast Shire Peter Maganov.

Practical on-ground solutions 
were provided at the summit 
for the implementation and in-
tegration of a circular economy 
within, across and beyond local 
organisations.

“The aim into the future is no 
landfill waste,” said Mr Maganov.

In a circular economy, we all 
want to ensure the product we 
have, can be used as material 
for another product according 
to Peter Maganov.

Globally recognised scien-
tist, engineer, and inventor 
Professor Veena Sahajwalla 
from the UNSW SMaRT Centre  
emphasised the need for  

utilising waste as a resource 
with niche industry solutions 
for heavy metals and e-waste.

Dr Martin Geissdoerfer As-
sociate Professor of Circular 
Economy Transitions at the 
Monash Sustainable Develop-
ment Institute spoke about 
business model innovation and 
sustainable business strategies.

With his experience in natu-
ral resource management, ag-
riculture and community en-
gagement Andrew Taylor from 
the Bega Circularity Group 
explained how the Bega Valley 
dairy industry has adopted a 
more circular economy.

“Bega is committed to creating 
circular solutions for all their 
dairy waste,” said Mr Taylor.

Leading a team of researchers 

focused on the restoration of 
natural and artificial freshwater 
wetlands Dr Martino Malerba 
from RMIT explained how he 
has tested floating wetlands to 
improve farm dam manage-
ment and reduce emissions.

Roelof Vogel a circular econo-
my researcher at Monash Busi-
ness School spent two years 
studying sustainable business 
practices including the close 
relationship between circular 
economy and local government.

“People are so used to wasting 
stuff and then having to dispose 
of it,” said Mr Maganov. “In-
stead, we should try to keep us-
ing it as much as we can.”

Agriculture is seen as a high 
priority for Bass Coast’s Circu-
lar Economy Framework.

“How we can assist farmers 
and landholders to reduce their 
waste and support its re-use for 
other industries is a future prior-
ity for Council,” said Mr Magan-
ov. “The circular economy will 
turn the economy on its head.”

Bass Coast has enabled resi-
dents to separate food waste 
into green bins to create fertil-
iser and soil conditioners.

“This material previously 
went into landfill creating po-
tent greenhouse gases,” said 
Mr Maganov. “Our food waste 
collection service for residents 
represents a strong example of 
circular economy. Bass Coast is 
now a leader in regional Victo-
ria for food waste recovery rep-
resenting best practice for local 
government.”

RESIDENTS of Wonthaggi 
are taking action to tackle 
the rise in crime across Bass 
Coast by holding community 
meetings to discuss restart-
ing Neighbourhood Watch. 
The initiative is led by Bass 
Coast Shire Bunurong Ward 
Councillor Meg Edwards. At 
a recent meeting, Victoria Po-
lice sent a representative to 
address the group.

“Many questions were 
raised, and it was great to get 
practical answers from the 
police perspective,” said Cr 
Edwards. 

The police representative 
highlighted simple steps we 
can take to improve our own 
safety, such as locking our 
doors and cars. 

It may seem obvious, but 
the community was told that 
young offenders, as young as 
seven, are going door-to-door 
trying to get in. 

“If the door is open, they go 

in; if it’s locked, they move 
on to the next house until 
they find one that’s open,” the 
group was told.

Another tip provided was 
not to leave keys, especially 
car keys, where they can be 
seen through windows. 

“Simple advice for us all, 

but it will help us all be  
safer.” 

“We’re waiting for Neigh-
bourhood Watch to confirm 
the next meeting, which is 
set for June 18 (the third 
Wednesday evening of the 
month at 6.30pm). 

Nick Carlson from Wonthaggi 

Proactive Policing attended 
and will be joining the ongo-
ing efforts. 

Cr Meg Edwards said, “This ini-
tiative is still gaining momentum, 
but you can get public updates 
on the Facebook page facebook.
com/events/9679575258796379 
facebook.com/MegEdwardsAU/.”

The Wonthaggi community connect to combat crime 

Bass Coast Shire Bunurong Ward Councillor, Meg Edwards, had been contacted by locals 
about safety concerns within the community and resident John Searle said she decided to 
do something about it. 

Dr Martin Geissdoerfer, Andrew Taylor, Roelof Vogel, Prof. Veena Sahajwalla, Dr Martino 
Malerba and Chris Francis at the Bass Coast Shire Circular Economy Summit. B19_2325
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Portable long service 
leave that moves 
with your workers.

Employers in Victoria’s community services, contract 
cleaning or security industry must be registered with 
the Portable Long Service Authority. 

By registering you can ensure your workers are eligible 
for portable long service leave – leave that moves 
with them – even when they change employers in the 
same industry.

So, make sure you and your workers are registered.

To register your workers 
and find out more

plsa.vic.gov.au 

SecurityContract CleaningCommunity Services

THE Nationals have expressed concerns 
over the impending closure of the Yanakie 
Automatic Weather Station (AWS) and re-
quested the state and federal government to 
ensure it remains.

Speaking in state parliament, Melina Bath 
called on the Minister for Emergency Ser-
vices to work with the Federal Government 
and Bureau of Meteorology (BoM) to inter-
vene and push for the reestablishment of the 
Yanakie AWS beyond July 1, 2025.

“Continuous, localised weather data must 
remain available for storm, fire, flood, 
and safety responses in this area of South 
Gippsland,” said Ms Bath.

“Removal of the station will create a weath-
er forecasting gap stretching from Yarram to 
Pound Creek, which encompasses some of 
Victoria’s most treacherous coastline.

“The decision to decommission must be 
overturned – the station provides real-time 
data to emergency services, commercial and 
recreational fishers, farmers, and tourists.”

The Yanakie AWS is accessed up to 16,000 
times a week by Willy Weather.   It delivers 
timely and accurate weather forecasts, used 
in emergencies by the Coastguard and CFA.

Leader of The Nationals and Member for 
Gippsland South, Danny O’Brien, said resi-
dents and tourists relied on the accurate 
storm warnings, wind predictions and rain-
fall data broadcast from Yanakie AWS.

“The station assists with fire behaviour 
modelling and informs planned burn opera-
tions – its loss will make it harder for agen-
cies to protect community safety.

“I have written to the Federal Minister for 
Environment underlining the importance of 
Yanakie AWS and have sought a commitment 
for its ongoing funding and maintenance.”

Ms Bath said the BoM’s ill-conceived de-
cision was made without consultation, and 
there is compelling evidence for the Allan 
Government to intervene and seek a decision 
reversal from the federal government.

“For the safety of locals and visitors, both 
the state and federal government must recog-
nise the importance of the Yanakie AWS and 
ensure it remains operational.”

Nationals urge action on 
Yanakie Weather StationBass Coast locals have their 

say on pet ownership rules
BASS Coast residents have 

had their say on the future 
of pet ownership and animal 
management in the region, as 
the Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil prepares its next Domes-
tic Animal Management Plan 
(DAMP) for 2026–2029.

Under the Domestic Animals 
Act 1994, councils must de-
velop a new DAMP every four 
years. The plan outlines how 
domestic animals, particularly 
cats and dogs, will be man-
aged across the shire. 

Community consultation for 
the new plan wrapped up last 
week, following a series of in-
person information sessions 
and an online survey. The final 
session was held at Corinella 
Community Hall on Thursday, 
June 5, where council staff 
met with residents to discuss 
local animal-related issues 
and listen to concerns.  

Nick Grant-Collins from 
Bass Coast Shire Council said 
community engagement had 
been strong throughout the 
consultation period. 

“We’ve had a great uptake 
from the online survey and the 
in-person sessions – Inverloch, 
on the Island, Wonthaggi, and 
here in Corinella,” he said. 

“It’s a chance to understand 
broader issues and also those 
really hyper-local issues. I 
think today has been a great 
test case in that.”

Among the key priorities 
raised were calls for more 
fenced dog parks, improved 

off-leash areas, and clearer 
signage at beaches and pub-
lic reserves. Mr Grant-Collins 
said the popularity of dog 
ownership in Bass Coast has 
grown significantly, with ani-
mal registrations rising by 27 
per cent alongside roughly a 
seven per cent population in-
crease.

“Dog ownership is a big part 
of life here,” he said. 

“We want to uplift the bene-
fits of owning pets. Dogs are a 
mechanism that takes people 
out into nature.”

The Corinella session also 
highlighted community con-
cerns beyond cats and dogs. 
One attendee expressed alarm 
at the presence of racehorses 

on the beach between Cori-
nella and Coronet Bay. She ar-
gued that the growing number 
of beachgoers has made the 
area unsuitable and unsafe for 
horse training. 

“It can’t keep going without a 
serious accident happening,” 
she said. 

“It feels like dog owners are 
being pushed aside, and the 
horses are taking priority.”

Another issue raised was the 
inconsistency of dog-related 
rules between different beach-
es, which some locals say 
makes it hard to know where 
off-leash walking is permitted.

In response, the Council 
confirmed it is reviewing leash 
regulations at three popular 

reserves – Rhyll Recreation 
Reserve, Blue Gum Reserve 
in Cowes, and Headland Way 
Reserve in Inverloch – as part 
of its plan to improve and ex-
pand dog-friendly spaces.

The new DAMP will also 
aim to build on changes in-
troduced since 2021, such 
as the requirement for 24/7 
cat containment. Cats must 
now stay within their owner’s 
property at all times to pro-
tect native wildlife and reduce 
nuisance behaviour. Council 
is also involved in the state-
funded Targeted Cat Desex-
ing Program, which supports 
subsidised desexing services 
in low-income areas to help 
reduce impoundments and 
euthanasia rates.

Mr Grant-Collins said the 
DAMP consultation process 
has reinforced how passionate 
the community is about pet 
ownership. 

“We’re really excited about 
this next DAMP, and about up-
lifting the conversation around 
the health and wellbeing bene-
fits of pet ownership,” he said. 

“From fenced dog parks to 
community engagement and 
signage, we want to make sure 
everything going forward really 
meets the needs of our com-
munity.”

The feedback collected 
through the survey and in-
person sessions will now help 
guide the final version of the 
2026-2029 plan, due to be re-
leased later this year. 

Nick Grant-Collins and Grace Knight from Bass Coast 
Shire Council help Angela Christa complete her form 
following a conversation about her concerns. W02_2325
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COUNCIL MEETINGS

The next Council Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 18 June 2025 at 2.00pm.

Details will be available on Council’s 
website: 
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
councilmeetings
To watch the meeting live or when it suits 
you, visit:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/live

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Looking for a new job? We might have the 
perfect position for you! Check out our 
current vacant positions here:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
vacantpositions

South Gippsland Shire Council News

ARTCUBES IN LEONGATHA -
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

After two years travelling South 
Gippsland Shire, the ArtCubes are 
coming to Leongatha!

The trio of portable creative spaces 
will be installed outside Council’s 
main office entrance at 9 Smith Street, 
Leongatha from 18 July to 29 October. 
Throughout this time, Council is excited 
to offer month-long creative residencies 
for each ArtCube over three months.

For more information and to apply for a 
residency, please visit:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
leongatha_artcubes_eoi

COMMUNITY IMMUNISATION SESSIONS

Protect your family and community through 
the free, government-funded National 
Immunisation Program.

Upcoming Community Immunisations 
Session:
When: Thursday 12 June
Where: Leongatha

For more information on other sessions or 
to book, visit:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
immunisation

CONTACT US

9 Smith Street, Leongatha 
15 Little Commercial Street, Korumburra
03 5662 9200
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au

Free Community Training Opportunities
Safety, Risk and Insurance -
Navigating Disasters
As a not-for-profit organisation, it’s important 
to understand your legal obligations when it 
comes to safety.

Disasters strain your organisation, its 
volunteers and the communities they help. Be 
better prepared by understanding the law and 
your responsibilities as an organisation.

This is a practical training session for 
volunteer-involving organisations that will 
help with the identification and management 
of risks before they become problems.

When: Thursday 26 June, 6.00pm
Where: Korumburra Community Hub

Grant Writing for Success
Do you have a question about Council’s 
Community Grants Program?

This workshop is the perfect opportunity to 
learn the ins and outs of grant writing.

Experienced presenters will guide you 
through the process. You’ll gain practical 
knowledge on identifying suitable grants, 
understanding application requirements, 
and effectively communicating your 
project’s objectives and impact.

Council’s Community Grants Program is 
opening in July!

When: Wednesday 18 June, 6.00pm
Where: Online

To register and secure your place, visit:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
communitytraining

South Gippsland Shire Council has received a 
request to name two new roads to be created 
as part of the approved plans for 14 Brisbane 
Street, near the corner of Ranceby Road and 
Gardners Lane, Poowong.

Road 1 Proposed Name - Beckett Street

Road 2 Proposed Name - Horsley Street

We are now looking to our community to let us 
know if these names are suitable.

To have your say, visit:
yoursay.southgippsland.vic.gov.au

Naming of
Poowong Road
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V/Line Coach 
Service Engagement

I want to make sure 
you’re aware of an impor-
tant opportunity to have 
your say. The Department 
of Transport and Plan-
ning is currently seeking 
community feedback on 
proposed improvements 
to the Yarram to Mel-
bourne V/Line coach ser-
vice. This consultation is 
open until June 29, and 
they want to hear from 
everyone — whether you 
currently use the service 
or would like to in the fu-
ture.

We know how important 
connectedness is for our 
towns. Communities like 
Venus Bay, Tarwin Low-
er, and Dumbalk don’t 
currently have public 
transport options to help 
people travel within and 
beyond our region. That’s 
why it’s so important to 
have your say and make 
sure your voice is heard 
during this rare feedback 
opportunity.

https://engage.vic.gov.
au/Yarram-Melbourne-
VLine

You can also provide 
your feedback at their in-
person drop-in session 
out the front of Leongatha 
Memorial Hall on Tues-
day, June 17 from 11am 
to 12.30pm.

Yanakie Automated 
Weather Station

Council is also in ac-
tive discussions with the 
Australian Government, 
advocating for funding 
to maintain and upgrade 
the Yanakie Automated 
Weather Station. This Sta-
tion is a vital resource for 
our farmers and broader 
community, especially 
during these challenging 
drought conditions. It also 
has the potential to sup-
port future offshore wind 
energy projects, with Bar-
ry Beach likely to become 
a hub for operations and 
maintenance. We’re trying 
our best to secure the fi-
nancial support needed to 
keep this important asset 
running.

Community Training 
Opportunity

We’re also offering a free 
community training ses-
sion for anyone involved 
in a local group or organ-
isation. Safety, Risk and 
Insurance – Navigating 
Disasters will be held at 
the Korumburra Com-
munity Hub on Thurs-
day, June 26 from 6pm to 
9pm. This practical ses-
sion will help you under-
stand your legal respon-
sibilities, manage risks, 
and prepare your organ-
isation for emergencies. 
It’s a great opportunity 
to build resilience and 

confidence in your group’s 
operations.

Register your free spot 
at www.southgippsland.
vic.gov.au/community-
training

Emergency and 
Volunteer Services 
Levy

Last week, we met on-
line with Peter Marshall 
from the United Firefight-
ers Union to discuss the 
Emergency and Volunteer 
Services Levy. We’re con-
tinuing to push the State 
Government to reduce 
this cost and ease the bur-
den on our community.

Tarwin Lower 
Recreation Reserve 
Community Battery

Councillor Steve Finlay 
recently attended a pub-
lic meeting at the Tar-
win Lower Bowls Club, 
where the community 
celebrated the Venus Bay 
Community Centre’s suc-
cess in securing State 
Government funding for a 
community battery at the 
Tarwin Lower Recreation 
Reserve. This project will 
help reduce the impact of 
power outages and keep 
our community connect-
ed to energy. The meet-
ing was a great chance for 
locals to share ideas and 
help shape this exciting 
new asset for the Tarwin 
Lower and Venus Bay dis-
trict.

Port Welshpool 
Fishing Club Dinner

Over the weekend, 
Councillor Scott Rae and 
I had the pleasure of at-
tending the Port Welsh-
pool Fishing Club dinner 
— a fantastic evening cel-
ebrating our vibrant local 
fishing community.

Geraldine Hickey 
and Friends

It was also wonderful to 
see both shows of Geral-
dine Hickey and Friends 
at the Tarwin Lower Me-
morial Hall completely 
sold out. Proceeds from 
the night went to support 
local wildlife warrior Sue 
Moore and Bass Coast 
and South Gippsland 
Wildlife Rescue and Shel-
ter — a great cause and a 
great night.

King’s Birthday 
Long Weekend

Despite the winter chill, 
South Gippsland was 
buzzing with activity over 
the King’s Birthday long 
weekend. Southern Lights 
was a huge success, and 
Loch Food and Wine on 
Sunday was absolutely 
brilliant. It’s fantastic to 
see our region alive with 
events and community 
spirit.

Mayor’s Message 

Cr John Schelling

Mayor’s Message 

NEW public amenities at 
the heart of the Leongatha 
railway precinct on the 
Great Southern Rail Trail 
have fallen well short of 
community expectations 
according to local resi-
dents.

“It’s a long way from ALDI 
to go to the toilet,” said Lyn 
Tapscott of Leongatha.

Despite a significant up-
grade to the station site at 
Leongatha, the public fa-
cilities are not considered 
convenient enough for 
people who have difficulty 
walking.

“People are forced to use 
the hotel toilets,” said Ms 
Tapscott.

“It is difficult for children, 
the elderly or disabled to 
use the hotel toilets and it’s 
a long way to the Municipal 
Hall or Leongatha Station,” 
Ms Tapscott complained.

“We need public toilets 
near ALDI or in the car-
park at IGA.”

John Tapscott agreed 
that Leongatha needed bet-
ter public facilities.

“This town’s growing,” he 
said.

“It’s a retirement town 

with lots of people moving 
from the eastern suburbs.”

According to South 
Gippsland Shire the Great 
Southern Rail Trail Rail-
way Precincts Develop-
ment Project involved 
undertaking significant 
upgrades to the railway 
sites at Leongatha and Ko-
rumburra in order to im-
prove the economic vitality 
of each town centre and to 
assist in attracting visitors 
to the towns and the over-
all shire.

The upgrades included 
building new public ame-
nities.

“A unisex toilet is need-
ed,” said Ms Tapscott.

“NDIS carers have trou-
ble helping clients go to 
the toilet; it can be very dif-
ficult in a wheelchair; you 
need to park in the hotel 
carpark to go to the hotel 
toilet.”

Despite writing letters to 
South Gippsland Shire Ms 
Tapscott has received no 
satisfaction.

A new Public Amenities 
Policy adopted by South 
Gippsland Shire Council 
in 2017 formalised a co-
ordinated approach to the 
management of public toi-
lets.

The policy established 
Council’s responsibilities 
for the ongoing manage-
ment of existing public 
amenities, guidelines to 
follow when considering 
whether or not to add a 
public amenity to coun-
cil’s current cleaning and 
maintenance services, and 
guidelines to follow when 
considering a new public 
amenity.

“The new policy will en-
sure the standard of ser-
vice continues to meet 
community expectations 
and will also provide clar-
ity and direction for the 
community,” said South 
Gippsland Shire.

“Council prides itself 
on the provision of clean 
public toilets throughout 
the shire and often re-
ceives positive feedback 
on the high standard of 
the facilities and their 
cleanliness.”

When nature calls plan in advance if you’re going to Leongatha

Public amenities in the Leongatha railway precinct 
not convenient enough for local supermarket 
shoppers. B29_2325

TWO petitions are circu-
lating regarding the pro-
posed works on Falls Road, 
Fish Creek, with Brad An-
derson of Fish Creek Hard-
ware, concerned about 
the negative impact these 
changes will have on busi-
nesses in town.

“We are facing six to nine 
months of disturbances 
for the construction of the 
works, and all that will do 
is drive away business. Last 
week we already lost inter-
net, phone and EFTPOS for 
work that we didn’t agree to. 
It’s simply a waste of taxpay-
ers’ money, because consul-
tations haven’t been done 
right from the beginning,” 
said Brad.

The first petition is to stop 
the removal of car parking 
directly out the front of Fish 
Creek Hardware who are 
open 5.5 days a week, and 
the other is to reconsider 
the removal of the parking 
around the memorial (to 
turn into grassland), with 
Mr Anderson stating that, 
there is no consideration 
for trucks, tractors, trailers 
or caravans within the new 
parking bays. 

“(South Gippsland Shire) 
are also changing the access 
to the street behind us, which 
will impede our truck deliv-
eries,” said Mr Anderson. 

Mr Anderson wrote to 
the South Gippsland Shire 
Council stating that, ‘While 
we appreciate the intent to 
improve infrastructure and 
accessibility, we continue to 
hold serious concerns re-
garding the negative impact 
these changes will have on 
our business, our custom-
ers, and the overall com-
mercial viability of this part 
of town.

‘In particular, we strongly 
object to the use of data 
obtained from the January 
2022 parking survey as a 
key determinant in shaping 

the new design.’ 
“That survey was conduct-

ed during the COVID-19 
pandemic, when public 
health restrictions were still 
in effect and visitor num-
bers were considerably re-
duced. It is highly unlikely 
that the results of that sur-
vey accurately reflect cur-
rent normal or peak trading 
conditions in Fish Creek. 

“During January 2022, 
Victoria had COVID-19 re-
strictions in place that af-
fected travel and public ac-
tivities. While there were no 
strict lockdowns in regional 
Victoria at that time, cer-
tain public health measures 
were enforced statewide, 
including density limits, re-
introduced on January 6, 
2022, for hospitality and 
entertainment venues, lim-
iting capacity to one per-
son per two square metres, 
and mask mandates, where 
masks were required in all 
indoor settings, except pri-
vate residences, from Janu-
ary 7, 2022. 

Mr Anderson stated that, 
therefore, while travel to re-
gional areas like Fish Creek 
was permitted, the presence 
of these restrictions likely 
influenced visitor behaviour 
and numbers during that 
period. 

“I’ve stated to the council 
that we strongly ask that 
you consider commission-
ing an updated survey dur-
ing a peak period to ensure 
the findings are representa-
tive and reliable.” 

Mr Anderson confirmed 
that since launching the 
petition, he had gathered 
over 200 signatures from 
concerned customers and 
community members. “The 
response has been swift and 
significant, indicating wide-
spread concern about the 
proposed changes, particu-
larly regarding the removal 
of convenient parking and 
the effects on accessibil-
ity for tradespeople, elderly 
patrons, and those using 
larger vehicles.

We continue to believe that 

the loss of critical parking 
directly outside our store, 
as well as around the me-
morial, will negatively affect 
local businesses, staff, and 
customers alike. 

Fish Creek Hardware is a 
locally owned and indepen-
dently operated store that 
employs local residents 
and services the broader 
region.

“We remain committed to 
supporting improvements 
to the township but believe 
it is essential to achieve a 
balance that supports, not 
compromises, the viability 
of long-standing local busi-
nesses.”

Mr Anderson is in dis-
cussions with Cr Scott Rae 
regarding a fair balance be-
tween the needs of various 
users of the town centre and 
supporting improved busi-
ness outcomes with a mod-
ern, accessible and practi-
cal town centre district.

 “We are just hoping for a 
good outcome, despite the 
works already underway.” 

Fish Creek pushes back against 
streetworks on Falls Road 
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• FINANCIAL LITERACY MADE SIMPLE

Every week in Australia, thou-
sands of older people are 
targeted by scammers. Many 

of these scams are clever, convinc-
ing, and designed to steal life sav-
ings in just minutes. Sadly, the peo-
ple most at risk are often those who 
have worked hard their entire lives, 
saved carefully, and now just want 
to enjoy retirement in peace.

Scams are not a new problem, 
but they are getting worse - and 
more dangerous. According to the 
National Anti-Scam Centre Austra-
lians lost over $2 billion to scams 
in 2024 alone. Older Australians, 
particularly those over 65, made up 
a large portion of these losses.

The reason scammers target se-
niors is simple: they often have 
more money in savings, superannu-
ation, or home equity, and may be 
less familiar with digital technol-
ogy and fraud tactics. Many seniors 
also come from a generation that 
believes in trusting others, answer-
ing the phone, or helping someone 
in need - traits that scammers sad-
ly take advantage of.

Scams come in many forms. 
Some arrive as emails or text mes-
sages pretending to be from a bank, 
the ATO, or even a family member. 
Others come as phone calls claim-
ing you’ve won a prize or owe a fine. 
Some scams use fear - saying your 
bank account has been hacked and 
urging you to “act quickly.” Others 
use romance scams with fake on-
line relationships asking for money 
after building trust over months.

One of the most dangerous scams 
in recent years is the “investment 
scam.” Here, people are tricked 
into putting money into what seems 
like a safe, high-return investment 

- but it’s fake. Victims only realise it 
when their money disappears and 
the scammers vanish.

So what can be done?
Firstly, we need to raise aware-

ness. Family members, friends, 
and carers should talk openly 
about scams with their older loved 
ones. Just like we discuss health 
and wellbeing, we must talk about 
financial safety. No one should feel 
ashamed or silly for asking, “Is this 
real?” or “Should I click this link?” 
Scammers are skilled liars - not 
victims’ fault.

Secondly, banks and government 
bodies must make reporting scams 
easier and offer more support to those 
who fall victim. Some banks are al-
ready improving their fraud detection 
systems, which is good, but more can 
be done - especially in training staff to 
recognise and assist older clients who 
may be at risk.

Thirdly, the government should 
invest in more education target-
ed at the senior community. Free 
workshops, simple guides, and 
public service ads can help. Digital 
skills training - even basic lessons 
on recognising suspicious emails 
or texts - can make a big difference.

Finally, it’s vital that we, as a so-
ciety, remove the shame around 
being scammed. Too many people 
keep quiet after losing money be-
cause they feel embarrassed. This 
silence allows scammers to contin-
ue winning. If someone you know 
has been targeted, support them, 
help them report it, and encourage 
others to speak up too.

Older Australians deserve to feel 
safe - not just in their homes, but 
also online and over the phone. 
They’ve contributed so much to our 
country. Let’s do our part to protect 
them from those trying to take ad-
vantage of their trust.

If you suspect a scam or have 
been affected, contact Scamwatch 
(www.scamwatch.gov.au) or speak 
to your bank or local police. Help 
is available - and no one should feel 
alone in facing this problem.

Rate current 1 June 2025. There is a risk that investors may achieve lower than expected returns. RELI Capital investments are not 
bank deposits, and investors risk losing some or all of their money. Generally there is no right of early withdrawal prior to maturity 
of the investment term and there is a risk that redemption at maturity may be delayed. Before deciding to invest consider RELI 
Capital’s Product Disclosure Statement and Target Market Determination by visiting relicapital.com.au or our office.

*

Scan For More

  03 5662 2529      relicapital.com.au

Over 45 Years of
Investments in Real Estate Loans
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Variable interest rates starting from:
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Financial 
Scams 
-  Protecting yourself  

and others
By David Caporale,  
Chief Investment Officer of RELIcapital

FRESTINE DAIRIES Australia. 
Continuing to challenge 

the Dairy industry! 

Contact Glenn Geoghegan on
Email: glenn.g@frestine.com or Mobile 0467 401 338

W
G
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U Flat Monthly pricing formats 
U Options of 1:1 or 1:2 B’fat / Protein Pricing Model

U Guaranteed Competitive payment structure
U Australian Owned and Operated Company working with 

Suppliers from all Victorian Regions 
U Multiple Export Market Client Base throughout Asia

U Frestine Product Range Consistently sold in advance of Production 
U Offering security supporting Domestic and Export Markets

U A New level of transparency between farmers and our Frestine Company
U New Factory to broaden our product range into Cheese Manufacturing 

U Support with all quality issues

FROM the Waterline to 
Phillip Island across to Mir-
boo North and Foster many 
locals voiced their opinions, 
offered solutions and told 
their stories as part of writ-
ten submissions into Victo-
ria’s ability to tackle wildlife 
road strike incidents.

Increased urban develop-
ment, decreased efficiency 
of current measures and a 
lack of wildlife prioritisa-
tion prompted the inquiry.

Exploring preventive mea-
sures and establishing prop-
er incident reporting servic-
es are another key focus.

While Wildlife Victoria keep 
a record of incidents they at-
tend, with 184 cases reported 
in the Bass Coast and 87 re-
ported in South Gippsland, 
these numbers represent a 
skerrick of the true toll.

Drivers of our regions 
highways highlight the 
amount of roadkill wit-
nessed on a daily basis with 
one anonymous submitter 
writing, “Consistently along 
the Bass Highway kanga-
roos, wombats, native birds, 
ringtail and brushtail pos-
sums are struck, the area 
lacks signage with warning.”

Jennifer Rutherford, from 
the Waterline suggested cre-
ating wildlife reserves in or 
around Corinella, Coronet 
Bay, Grantville and Tenby 
Point to protect and pre-
serve wildlife. 

“Create marketing cam-
paigns to raise awareness 
of the rights of wildlife to be 
here and provide safe habi-
tat. Construction of barriers 
on Bass Highway to reduce 
road toll.”

While Adam Mitchell from 
Phillip Island commented 
that the increase of protec-
tion of native wildlife has in-
creased numbers, contribut-
ing to increased road strikes; 
and decreasing speed limits 
being put in place to address 

this, has become a problem 
for some.

“Unfortunately, this makes 
it difficult to get around and 
has a big impact on produc-
tivity for those businesses 
that rely heavily on travel,” 
wrote Adam. “I want the in-
quiry to take into account 
not only the wildlife implica-
tions but the broader soci-
ety and economic impacts.” 

Another anonymous sub-
mitter from Phillip Island 
points to urbanisation as 
the problem and planning 
for bushland reserves and 
corridors alongside housing 
developments could help.

Stephen Koci from Mirboo 
North, stated that he also wit-
nesses wildlife road strikes 
every day, including koalas, 
wombats and kangaroos, 
wallabies, lizards and snakes. 
He proposes a number of so-
lutions including dropping 
speed limits in areas where 
wildlife is abundant, signs to 
warn drivers, banning trucks 
on back roads during the 
night, higher fines or loss/
suspension of licence for de-
liberate road strikes, or ‘dob 
in a driver’ campaigns, and 
trialling technology on prob-
lem areas.

“… I would say be fearless 
and recommend trials of new 
technology as what do we 

have to lose, nothing, what 
we have to gain is safer roads 
for animals and road users.”

Linda Giddy of Foster 
North wrote that barely a 
day goes by without seeing 
another animal dead by the 
side of the road and attri-
butes this primarily to large 
vehicle operators.

“In areas such as this, 
where there is so much 
wildlife, it would be great 
to have wildlife tunnels or 
bridges to enable them to 
traverse the district without 
having to come into harm’s 
way with traffic.”

Other solutions suggested 
from across Victoria include 
providing signs with wildlife 
rescue numbers and having 
a dedicated number such as 
1800 ANIMAL, implement-
ing wildlife bridges, cross-
ings/tunnels on roads, vir-
tual fencing, better lighting, 
speed reductions, education 
in primary school, educating 
drivers, managing animal 
numbers and using technol-
ogy such as digital mapping 
where wildlife is prevalent. 
The parliamentary inquiry 
has now closed for submis-
sions and will proceed to 
the next phase of hearings 
before a final report and rec-
ommendations are released 
later in the year. 

Finding solutions to the 
toll of wildlife on our roads
By Courtney O’Brien

Yellow warning signs are not sufficient to stop the 
toll on our wildlife and many locals submitted their 
thoughts and ideas to the parliamentary inquiry into 
wildlife roadstrikes. ob02_2325
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APPLICATIONS for the 2025-26 round of 
the Volunteer Emergency Services Equip-
ment Program (VESEP) are now open. 

This year, the government has an-
nounced an additional $15 million in 
funding for VESEP. 

Under the program, the Victorian Gov-
ernment matches every $1 paid by volun-
teer groups with a $2 co-contribution to 
a maximum contribution of $250,000 (up 
from $150,000). 

CFA Chief Officer Jason Heffernan said 
brigades and groups from across the state 
are encouraged to apply for the life-saving 
equipment, which helps protect commu-
nities. 

“VESEP supports volunteers by provid-
ing funding to replace or purchase equip-
ment such as vehicles, trucks, tankers, 
watercraft, trailers, and can also include 
minor facility improvements,” Jason said. 

There are five categories under which 
funding is available: 
• Tankers 
• Specialist and Support Vehicles 
• Operational Equipment 
• �Volunteer amenities costing less than 

$5,000 
• �Minor works costing less than $250,000 

“One of the key focuses of the program 
will be aiding those brigades that have not 
previously benefited under VESEP and 
may face challenges with fundraising,” Ja-
son said. 

Brigades/Groups can only apply for one 
project per funding round as per Emer-
gency Management Victoria guidelines. 

Application documents, vehicle flyers, 
the program guidelines, and further infor-
mation are available on Members Online. 

Applications for the 2025-26 funding 
round close July 28, 2025, with the an-
nouncement of successful projects expect-
ed later in the year. 

THANK a First Responder Day is today, 
June 11; a day to shine a light on the ex-
traordinary work of Australia’s first re-
sponders. 

From police, paramedics, and firefighters 
to marine rescue volunteers and emergency 
call operators, these individuals show up 
every day in the most challenging of circum-
stances to keep our communities safe. Yet, 
one in three first responders experiences 
high levels of psychological distress, a rate 
far higher than the general population.

Concerningly, PTSD affects between 10 
and 23.2 per cent of first responders, and 
nearly one in seven (15 per cent) are im-
pacted by anxiety and depression.  These 
alarming figures highlight the urgent need 
for greater support and appreciation of the 
sacrifices first responders make.

Fortem Australia is dedicated to sup-
porting the mental health and wellbeing of 
first responders and their families through 
a range of programs that promote resil-
ience, recovery, and overall wellbeing. Ev-
ery small act of appreciation contributes to 
the morale of those who work tirelessly to 
protect and serve their communities. 

Volunteer equipment 
grants open

A moment of “thank 
you” to first responders

Community groups call for urgent protection of living gem
COMMUNITY groups and 

conservationists have wel-
comed recognition of the 
Western Port Woodlands in 
the Victorian Government’s 
long-awaited land use blue-
print for the Bass Coast, be-
coming just the fourth area 
in Victoria to go through the 
process. 

While the blueprint ac-
knowledges the national eco-
logical significance of the 
Western Port Woodlands, it 
stops short of implementing 
robust planning controls to 
prevent further habitat de-
struction.

“Recognition is a good first 
step. But the plan falls short 
of giving remnant coastal 
woodlands and their rare 
wildlife lasting protections,” 
said Jordan Crook from the 
Victorian National Parks As-
sociation.

The Western Port Wood-
lands, stretching from Lang 
Lang to Grantville, is the larg-
est remnant of intact coastal 
woodlands in the region.

Home to threatened wildlife 
like Southern Brown Bandi-
coots and Powerful Owls, 
alongside the Strzelecki gum, 
tea-tree fingers and thick-lip 
spider orchid this corridor 
faces significant challenges 
from sand mining operations 
and other development pres-
sures.

The recently released State-
ment of Planning Policy (SPP), 
part of the Distinctive Areas 
and Landscapes (DAL) pro-
gram initiated in 2019, out-
lines a 50-year vision for the 
Bass Coast. 

Catherine Watson from Save 
Western Port Woodlands said 
the final SPP recognised the 
long-standing community 
concerns about the poten-
tial impacts of expanded ex-
tractive industry activity on 
the biodiversity values of the 
woodlands.

“We’ve made real progress 
from the initial draft SPP 
which did not even mention 
the woodlands or the land use 
conflict. Now we need urgent 

action to ensure conservation 
of this area for all time.”

The SPP states that further 
investigative work is needed 
to understand the intrinsic 
values of the woodlands and 
the efficacy of protections un-
der existing planning and ex-
tractive industry regulations.

“We already have a large 
body of evidence relating to 
the values of the Western Port 
Woodlands,” Catherine said. 

“Given the recent identifica-
tion of massive sand resources 
on cleared farmland in Car-
dinia and Baw Baw shires, 
there is no longer a rationale 
or excuse to clear areas of high 
biodiversity to extract sand.

“Let’s get on with including 
the necessary protections in 
our planning scheme.” 

Mr Crook echoed Ms Wat-
son’s comments.

“It’s fantastic to see the 
Western Port Woodlands rec-
ognised as the living gem it is, 
but we can’t stop now. More 
work needs to be done to halt 
the raft of threats that risk 

these amazing woodlands. 
They managed to survive 
this long, let’s make sure we 
keep these habitats safe for-
ever”. 

Despite the designation 
of new Strategic Extractive 
Resource Areas on cleared 
farmland, existing sand min-
ing operations continue in the 
Western Port Woodlands with 
new applications posing ongo-
ing threats, according to the 
groups. 

Conservationists are urging 
the State Government and 
Bass Coast Shire Council to 
adequately fund ecology and 
citizen science survey work 
in the woodlands to help lo-
cal communities collect vital 
information. 

VNPA and the Save Western 
Port Woodlands Alliance will 
press for a joint working party 
with the council and Depart-
ment of Energy, Environment 
and Climate Action represen-
tatives to scope what remains 
to be done, and a deadline for 
the work. 

Newhaven College students recognised 
in international engineering competition

A TEAM of five dedicated 
Year 11 students from Ne-
whaven College has achieved 
international recognition for 
their outstanding work in the 
Real World Design Challenge 
(RWDC) – an annual STEM 
competition that engages high 
school students (Years 9–12) 
in solving real-world engineer-
ing problems faced by leading 
industries.

This year, teams were 
tasked with designing an un-
manned aerial vehicle (UAV) 
capable of flying into fire 
zones to deliver and retrieve 
supplies. Students were re-
quired to use professional en-
gineering software to develop 
their solutions and submit an 
academic paper, alongside a 
presentation detailing the de-
sign, functionality, and impact 
of their proposed UAV.

Their paper was of such a 
high standard, that the group 
was to present it at the RWDC 
finals in Washington, D.C., 
however, they were unable to 
attend. Mathematics Teacher 
Melinda Kelly and aeronau-
tical engineer Clint Heinze 
mentored the group.

“The physics involved in the 
preliminary design of an air-
craft is at the university level. 
This type of project introduc-
es secondary school students 

to problems and challenges 
they will encounter in their 
professional careers,” said 
mentor, Clint Heinze.

“The fact that the team was 
able to so easily deal with the 
complex physics and mathe-
matics involved in aerofoil se-
lection and energy consump-
tion was very impressive. The 
students were optimistic, 
committed and hard-working. 
It was an absolute pleasure to 

work with them.”
Year 11 student, Eli Bowk-

er, said of the experience, 
“We were the only Australian 
team in the Real World De-
sign Challenge. We assigned 
ourselves roles to tackle dif-
ferent parts of the challenge, 
and our mentor, Clint Heinze, 
guided us through the design 
process and helped us with 
the aeronautical engineering 
involved. The team put in lots 

of work and ended up with a 
design we are very proud of.”

Mathematics teacher and 
mentor, Melinda Kelly, was 
thrilled with the team’s efforts 
and the final result. 

“We congratulate the stu-
dents and commend them 
for representing Newhaven 
College with such innovation, 
determination, and profes-
sionalism on the international 
stage,” she said.

The Newhaven College Innovation Team’s submission was of such a high standard, they 
were invited to present it at the RWDC finals in Washington, D.C. From left, Freya Berry 
(Project Mathematician), Clint Heinze (Mentor),  Issy Mahon (Project Manager and Project 
Scientist), Melinda Kelly (Maths teacher), Tilly Stecher (Systems and Test Engineer), 
Jasmine Ruffin (Communication Analyst and Strategist) and Eli Bowker (Software 
Engineer).
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OVER recent years, Kilcunda has 
experienced long-term power out-
ages following severe storms. These 
power outages are exacerbated by 
the subsequent loss of communica-
tions for mobile devices and internet 
access; the communications towers 
appear to have limited power back-
up.

This has a significant impact on 
our community.

Over the past year, the Kilcunda 
Community Association has been 
working toward improving the ener-
gy resilience to enable the Kilcunda 
Community Hall to be used as an 
Emergency Hub. 
During this period they have:
• �Installed a solar battery back-

up to provide short-term power 
backup. Many thanks to the Bass 
Coast Shire Council Community 
Strengthening and Resilience team 
for the supply and installation of 
the battery.

• �Installed a diesel generator to pro-
vide longer-term power backup. 
This was enabled by a generous 
grant from AusNet.

• �Installed Starlink satellite internet 
connection to remove our depen-
dence on local communications 
towers.
This will enable the community 

hall to provide emergency support 
to the community, as a minimum, 
to allow people to charge their de-
vices and communicate with the 
“outside world” and to act as a sup-
port and information centre. Other 
support, such as temporary shelter 
for the elderly, sick and the young, 
plus the storage of critical refriger-
ated goods such as medicines, may 
be provided on a case-by-case ba-
sis.

Kilcunda community, keep the 
hall in mind if experiencing power 
outages in the future.

Kilcunda Hall is now 
an emergency hub KILCUNDA has been an-

nounced as a finalist in a major 
tourism award, proving Kilcun-
da isn’t just a town you drive 
through, it’s a place worth hit-
ting the brakes for. And Bass 
Coast Shire Council are en-
couraging our community and 
all who love Kilcunda to vote 
now and help steer Kilcunda 
into the winner’s lane.

Each year the Victoria Tour-
ism Industry Council (VTIC) 
hosts the Victorian Top Tour-
ism Town Awards to showcase 
the value of tourism to the 
towns and communities across 
Victoria, celebrating the diversi-
ty and outstanding regional des-
tinations our state has to offer.

Bass Coast Shire Council is 
proud to celebrate Kilcunda’s 
nomination as a finalist in the 
Top Tiny Tourism Towns cat-
egory alongside other towns 
with a population below 1500 
people such as Flinders, Mar-
lo, Halls Gap and Noojee.

Known for its iconic trestle 
bridge, surf beach, and the 
George Bass Coastal Walk and 
the Bass Coast Rail Trail right 
on its doorstep, Kilcunda is a 
haven for nature lovers, active 
travellers, and those seeking 
an authentic seaside escape.

With its vibrant local events 
like the Kilcunda Lobster Fes-
tival and Running Festival, 
friendly community, and laid-
back charm, the town offers 
visitors a perfect blend of ad-
venture and relaxation.

It’s also a big moment for 
the passionate local business-
es who help shape the visitor 
experience and are celebrat-
ing being featured in the of-
ficial award itinerary. High-
lights include the Kilcunda  

General Store, The Sticks, and 
the Ocean View Hotel, where 
sweeping views pair perfectly 
with a seasonal menu. Visitors 
can fall asleep to the sound 
of the ocean at the Kilcunda 
Ocean View Motel or the fami-
ly-friendly Kilcunda Oceanview 
Holiday Park.

According to the Shire, the 
nomination reflects the excit-
ing growth and renewed energy 
in Kilcunda. Recent business 
booms, important government 
investments, and the passion of 
local business owners, tourism 
operators, community groups, 
and residents are all coming 

together to create something 
truly special.

Bass Coast Mayor, Cr Ro-
chelle Halstead said the nomi-
nation is something the whole 
community should be proud of.

“It’s fantastic to see Kilcunda 
recognised as a finalist in these 
awards,” Mayor Halstead said.

“Over the past few years, 
we’ve seen real changes driven 
by your voices, from the safe-
ty and accessibility improve-
ments on the Bass Highway to 
the new skate park and play-
space that families are already 
loving. I’m incredibly proud of 
what’s happening here, and I 

hope everyone gets behind Kil-
cunda and casts a vote.”

Public voting is open now 
and individuals who cast a 
vote will automatically go into 
a draw to win One Perfect Mel-
bourne Stay, a two-night stay 
at the luxurious Sofitel Mel-
bourne on Collins and dining 
vouchers redeemable at some 
of Melbourne’s best restau-
rants.

Voting for the VTIC Victorian 
Top Tourism Town Awards is 
now open until Friday, June 
27, 2025. To learn more and to 
cast your vote visit vtic.com.au/
toptourismtown.

Kilcunda makes waves, as top tourism finalist

Mayor Halstead encourages all who love Kilcunda to vote and showcase the magic of this 
seaside gem. With its iconic trestle bridge, coastal trails, and welcoming community, it’s no 
wonder Kilcunda is up for Victoria’s top tourism honour.
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VICTORIAN
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TOURISM
TOWN 

Platinum Partner Presented byGold Partners

#VICTOPTOWNS#VICTOPTOWNS

FINALIST�����
TINY�TOWN

VICTORIAN
TOP
TOURISM
TOWN 

Platinum Partner Presented byGold Partners

VOTE�FOR�KILCUNDA

Vote for Kilcunda!
Kilcunda has been named a finalist in the ‘Top Tiny Tourism Town’ category 
as part of the 2025 Victorian Top Tourism Town Awards, hosted by the 
Victoria Tourism Industry Council! 

Kilcunda needs your vote! 
Scan the QR code or visit 
vtic.com.au/toptourismtown/2025finalists/kilcunda

Vote to win! One lucky voter will win a luxurious 
Melbourne escape for two.
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KING’S BIRTHDAY HONOURS

Order of 
Australia (OAM)
Esme Rash

Order of 
Australia (OAM)
Wendy Pope

Recognised for 
her extensive 
local contribution

Honoured with OAM 
for service to Yarram

DESPITE her immense local 
contribution, Esme Rash was 
stunned to be named in the King’s 
Birthday honours as a recipient of 
the Medal of the Order of Australia 
(OAM) for her service to the com-
munity of Yarram.

She was “dumbstruck” by confir-
mation of the news, after dismiss-
ing the initial notification message 
as a scam.

“It’s nothing extra for me to do 
the things I do because I thorough-
ly enjoy doing them,” Esme said.

Originally from Yarram, she left 
at the age of 12 during WWII, re-
turning in 1987 with her husband 
and settling on an old family farm, 
the pair going on to agist cattle. 

With the kids grown up, she soon 
found herself volunteering, join-
ing the Yarram Genealogy Group 
where she continues to be the sec-
retary, having served many years 
in that role, and at one stage being 
president.

Her involvement with the group 
ties in well with being part of the 
Yarram and District Historical So-
ciety, her interest in history also led 
her to the Port Albert Maritime Mu-
seum where she was a long-term 
secretary and is a Life Member.

”I love being able to show people 
things and do things for them,” 
she said of the enjoyment she gets 
from helping people piece together 
their family history or learn about 
the past of Yarram, Port Albert and 
surrounds.

Esme is a Life Member of Yarram 
Football Netball Club, her initial 
involvement sparked by the fact 
her grandson played there, being a 
keen football follower also helping.

She was renowned as the ‘lolly 
lady’, preparing mixed bags of 
sweet treats to sell to kids, and no 
doubt some adults, on game days, 
still having wonderful memories 
of the pleasant lolly smell filling 
her spare room as matches ap-
proached.

Esme managed the club’s can-
teen for 17 years, her devotion to 
excellence acknowledged with an 
Outstanding Service Award.

She joined the Yarram Cemetery 
Trust in 2005, later being its Chair-
person for a decade until last year.

While her contribution is un-
doubtedly celebrated within her 
community, Esme was concerned 
not to be portrayed in too much of 
a glowing light.

“I’m just an old chook who thor-
oughly enjoys what she does,” she 
said, surprised but chuffed to get 
the recognition she has.

LIKE many avid volunteers, Yarram’s 
Wendy Pope loves what she does and the 
chance to mix with people in the various 
community groups in which she is in-
volved, not feeling she is doing anything 
out of the ordinary and pleasantly sur-
prised to be named as a recipient of an 
OAM for her service to Yarram.

“I’m shocked but honoured to receive 
this reward,” Wendy said of her reaction 
to the King’s Birthday announcement.

The joy she gets from doing her bit for 
the community is illustrated through 
the diverse organisations in which she 
continues to play an active role. 

She’s been an Australian Red Cross 
volunteer since 1968, originally with the 
now defunct Woodside Unit and now 
with the Yarram Tarra Unit.

“I can still help at 91 and enjoy baking 
for special events and attending meetings 
every month,” she said, quick to point 
out she’s just one member of a success-
ful team. Wendy is a former vice presi-
dent and secretary as well as having been 
a Regional Representative and a leader of 
the Junior Red Cross School Program.

Her late husband Clive was also 
strongly involved in the community, in-
cluding his service to the Woodside Fire 
Brigade, the couple having lived on a 
farm there before moving to the Yarram 
township in 1977.

It was his commitment to the Port 
Albert Yacht Club that drew Wendy to 
that organisation, where she is a Life 
Member and continues to handmake 
trophies.

She remains an enthusiastic member 
of the Rotary Club of Yarram, being a 
former president and having filled other 
executive positions, still relishing the 
chance to help raise funds for important 
initiatives such as Mercy Ships as well 
as local Rotary projects.

“I enjoy being part of supporting all 
these wonderful organisations,” Wendy 
said, still an enthusiastic attendee at Ro-
tary’s weekly meetings where she hears 
from interesting guest speakers.

She is keen to continue her variety of 
community roles for as long as possible.

At Rotary, she is always happy to pitch 
in with barbecue duties and remains a 
part of the success of the Yarram Rotary 
Art Show through her cooking for the 
event. Yarram Golf Club has had Wendy 
as a member for over 60 years, and she 
still loves getting out on the course for 
nine holes. When not playing, she cre-
ates handmade prizes and fills various 
volunteer duties, having been the club’s 
secretary in the past.

Through her membership of Holy Trin-
ity Anglican Church Yarram, Wendy was 
a co-founder of the town’s aptly named 
‘Twice Blessed Op Shop’ where she still 
fills in for the odd volunteer shift. 

Previous recognition bestowed on her 
includes being named Wellington Shire 
Council’s Citizen of the Year in 2016, and 
a Service Award Laurel Wreath through 
the Australian Red Cross in 2018.

HIGHLY-regarded and 
universally acclaimed 
Foster doctor, David Iser, 
has been awarded a Med-
al of the Order of Austra-
lia (OAM) in the General 
Division of this week’s 
King’s Birthday honours.

Dr Iser, now of Barwon 
Heads, where he moved 
in recent times to support 
his daughter and son-in-
law after they opened a 
medical centre in the area 
still gets back to Foster 
regularly to see patients, 
while also contacting lo-
cals via Telehealth.

Speaking about the 
honour after a celebra-
tion lunch with family on 
Monday, Dr Iser admit-
ted he was something of 
a reluctant recipient.

“When I was advised 
about it by email, my 
initial thought was there 
are so many unsung con-
tributors to the commu-
nity who do what they do 
without recognition, who 
deserve it more than me.

“But then I thought I’ve 
taught a lot of students 
over the years and felt 
it might encourage a few 
more of them to come 
out and practice in the 
country,” said Dr Iser.

“Plus, there are a lot of 
people who support you 
with what you do and it’s 
recognition for them as 
well.

“So, it’s great, yeah. 
And when I got home this 
evening there were more 
than 50 messages there 
waiting for me. I’ve tried 
to keep up with them but 
failed so far.”

David joined the prac-
tice at Foster at around 
the same time as an-
other OAM recipient Dr 
Peter Baquie. They came 
in support of legendary 
local medico Dr Robert 
Fleming who had for 
many years done the job 
largely on his own.

“We shared the role 
between us, but it was 
probably still unsus-
tainable the amount of 
nights we worked, and 
weekends. Occasionally 
we’d work two or three 
nights and days in a row 
which really destroyed 
you.

“My daughter and her 
partner wanted to set 
up a practice in Barwon 
Heads and I said I’d go 
down there and support 
them, but I still get back 
to Foster regularly.”

David still keeps fit, 
riding to work, running 
and swimming, although 
he admits it’s on an elec-
tric bike now!

Officially, he received 
the honour for “service 
to medicine as a general 
practitioner” but for his 
leadership role in the lo-
cal community and his 
efforts in education, not 
to mention going above 
and beyond for many 
years, it’s an award that’s 
richly deserved.

Comments on social 
media confirm that:
•  Congratulations! Dr 

Iser is such a very spe-
cial doctor. Well de-
served.

•  Congratulations, well-
deserved recognition 
of your dedicated care 
of our community for 
many years

•  Congratulations Da-
vid… delivered both 
my boys 39 and 41 
years ago.

Please read the full versions online at sgst.com.au

Foster doctor awarded an OAM

Order of Australia (OAM)
David Iser

Order of Australia (OAM)
Megan Vuillermin

MEGAN Vuillermin, a 
Sandy Point local, has been 
awarded a Medal of the 
Order of Australia (OAM) 
in recognition for her out-
standing service to the Cor-
ner Inlet Community.

“It’s all a bit uncom-
fortable and a bit over-
whelming,” declared Me-
gan, adding that it was 
also an honour and a 
tribute to a community 
of volunteers. 

“There’s always a team; 
it’s never just one person. 
There are so many amaz-
ing people in our com-
munity and I imagine I do 
more than some and not 
more than others.”

Megan is a self-con-
fessed “serial committee 
person,” with a love of 
organising, which be-
gan when she was just a 
teenager, yet she down-
plays her skills, stating, 

“I’ve just followed my 
children through kinder 
and school, not unlike 
many before me and many 
that will come after me.”

Since officially making 
Sandy Point her home 24 
years ago, after a lifelong 
connection to the area, Me-
gan has been a committee 
member (and president) 
for Fish Creek Kindergar-
ten, Foster Basketball As-
sociation, Relay for Life 

Fish Creek, and on the 
Lead, Rebuild Committee.

She is the founder and 
administrator for vari-
ous community social 
media groups including 
‘Sandy Point/Waratah 
Bay Community Notice-
board’ and ‘Save the Al-
berton League Clubs’. 

Megan was a carer 
for Gippsland and East 
Gippsland Aboriginal Co-
operative and president 
of the Southern Business 
Women’s Network for 
three years, the school 
councillor at Fish Creek 
Primary School for six 
years and has been fund-
raising for breast cancer 
for 25 years. 

“Whether it’s a func-
tion or it’s just a mini 
fundraiser I would raise 
money at the Fish Creek 
Pub on a Friday night, in 
their raffle – do some-
thing to put money to-
wards it,” said Megan, 
who is a two-time survi-
vor of breast cancer.

Her greatest accom-
plishment, however, and 
one that Megan feels the 
proudest of, is establish-
ing the Prom Coast Cen-
tre for Children – all the 
while running her own 
business and raising two 
young children.

“The only thing that 

was available was an 
occasional care centre 
which you could have 
access to for five hours, 
twice a week. That’s all. 
And when I needed it, we 
were told it was closing 
down,” explained Megan.

“Lots of businesses 
were having trouble get-
ting staff because there 
wasn’t childcare, and one 
of them was the hospital.

“I led several groups 
and lobbied govern-
ments and organisations 
and worked steadily to 
get what was then the 
first childcare.

“I worked on that for 
years and I knew when I 
started that, by the time 
it was finished, my kids 
would be too old for it, 
which was the case, but 
it was well needed.”

“That was something I 
poured my heart into at 
the time,” said Megan. 

Currently, Megan is a 
committee member, sec-
retary and umpire for the 
Fish Creek Football and 
Netball Club after being a 
coach and player, and has 
been working to secure 
the rebuild of the club 
rooms after they were 
burnt down in an arson 
attack; commenting that 
this project has been her 
biggest challenge yet.

Making big impacts in a small community
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Batteries 
don’t go in 
any bins.

Putting batteries in your bins poses fire 
risks to your property and to the people 
who collect your recycling and waste.

Take used batteries to your local drop-off 
location. This keeps harmful materials 
out of the environment and means they 
can be turned into new batteries and 
other products.

Find out where to take your household 
and rechargeable batteries, including from 
cars, laptops, mobile phones, cameras and 
power tools at: bcycle.com.au

A small act like keeping batteries 
out of your bins makes a big impact.

Scan the QR code or visit 
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
batteries-ewaste to find out more.
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— ERIN PATTERSON TRIAL —

“SURELY, if you loved them, 
you would have immediately 
notified the medical authori-
ties about there being a possi-
bility that the foraged mush-
rooms had gone into the 
container with the Chinese 
mushrooms?” said Dr Rog-
ers.

“Well, I didn’t,” said Erin 
Patterson.

It was Friday, June 6, Day 
28 of Erin Patterson’s mara-
thon murder trial in Morwell 
and the woman accused of 
three counts of murder and 
one of attempted murder was 
in the witness box for a fifth 
straight day.

Erin Patterson has pleaded 
not guilty to all charges.

The cross-examination was 
mostly about why Mrs Pat-
terson had lied to doctors, 
public health officials and 
the police about foraging 
for wild mushrooms in the 
weeks leading up to that fate-
ful lunch of Beef Wellington at 
her home on Saturday, July 
29, 2023.

And why, on her own evi-
dence, after finally acknowledg-
ing to herself on August 1, that 
there could have been poison-
ous mushrooms in the meal, 
she still didn’t tell anyone.

Under questioning by Crown 
Prosecutor Dr Nanette Rogers 
last Thursday, Mrs Patterson 
agreed she foraged for mush-
rooms in the weeks between 
April 28, 2023, when she 
purchased a food dehydrator 
from Hartley Wells in Leon-
gatha, and the day of the fam-
ily lunch on July 29, 2023.

However, until her lawyer 
Colin Mandy SC revealed to 
the court in his opening re-
marks on Day Two of the trial 
that his client had “lied to po-
lice about foraging for mush-
rooms”, no one knew for 
sure, for the best part of two 
years, how they got into the 
meal; not the doctors treat-
ing the sick patients from her 
Beef Wellington lunch, not the 
health department officials 
chasing down a possible food 
safety breach in the days after 
the mass poisoning event, not 
the police investigating the 
case and not her estranged 
husband Simon Patterson.

But, on her own evidence, 
Erin Patterson knew she had 
been foraging for wild mush-
rooms prior to the lunch, 
when Simon phoned her at 
11.18am and 2.30pm on 
Sunday, July 30, telling her 
that his parents, Don and 
Gail Patterson, were sick in 
hospital.

On the evidence of Lisa 
Shannon, the after-hours 
coordinator at Korumburra 
hospital, Don and Gail Patter-
son presented at the hospi-
tals’ urgent care department 
at 10.10am on Sunday, July 
30, 2023.

The clock was already tick-
ing on their exposure to the 
deadly amatoxins in amanita 
phalloides mushrooms, but 
it wasn’t until sometime af-
ter 6.50am on Monday, July 
31 that they were finally ad-
ministered the potentially 
life-saving amanitin antidote, 
Silibinin, the most widely 
used inhibitor of the effects 
of death cap mushrooms.

Silibinin interrupts the se-
cretions from the liver to 
the intestine that enable the 
recirculation of amatoxin,  

ultimately facilitating ama-
toxin clearance.

Even then, doctors were 
still unsure of the source of 
the poisoning.

If Simon and Erin didn’t 
speak until the later of those 
two time slots, at 2.30pm on 
Sunday, July 30, it was still 
more than 16 hours before 
the doctors started the pa-
tients on Silibinin in what 
was a time-critical situation.

The phone call on Sunday 
between Simon and Erin was 
the subject of much question-
ing by the prosecutor last Fri-
day.

“But you accept that he told 
you about Don and Gail being 
ill?” said Dr Rogers, having 
already put it to Mrs Patter-
son that Simon had told her 
about Don, Gail, Heather and 
Ian all being sick in hospital.

Erin denied Simon had 
said anything about Ian and 
Heather, but she agreed he 
did say Don and Gail were in 
hospital.

“He did do that,” said Erin.
“And in hospital?” asked Dr 

Rogers.
“Correct,” said Erin.
Dr Rogers went on to sug-

gest to Mrs Patterson that she 
did not ask about Don and 
Gail’s condition, but Erin re-
plied that the phone conver-
sation was clearly about them 
being in hospital.

In his evidence, on Day Four 
of the trial, Simon Patterson 
acknowledged that Erin may 
not have known how badly ill 
his family members were at 
that stage.

“It intrigued me that she nev-
er actually asked,” said Simon 
during cross-examination by 
defence counsel for Erin Pat-
terson, Colin Mandy SC.

“That wasn’t the question, 
Mr Patterson.”

“So, the answer is yes, I 
didn’t. We didn’t have that 
conversation, I don’t think, at 
any time,” said Simon.

“Is it your position that on 
August 1, 2023, that Erin 
was aware about your family 
members being sick, but she 
wasn’t aware about how bad 
they were?”

“Yeah, that’s quite possible,” 
said Simon.

However, it was the evidence 

of Tanya Patterson, Simon 
Patterson’s sister-in-law, who 
visited Erin at Monash on the 
morning of Tuesday, August 1 
that Erin already knew Don 
and Gail were in a coma.

“To begin with, Erin asked 
me how everybody was, and 
I told her that things were 
going downhill quickly but I 
didn’t have the latest infor-
mation,” Tanya said in her 
evidence on Day Eight of the 
trial.

“Did she indicate to you 
what she knew?” asked ju-
nior counsel for the prosecu-
tion, Sarah Lenthall.

“Yeah, she told me that she 
knew that Don and Gail at 
least were in a coma and I said 
that was the latest I knew and 
if she wanted to know more, 
it’s better probably to wait for 
Simon to tell her.”

Pressed on her recollections 
by Mr Mandy’s junior counsel 
Sophie Stafford, Tanya Pat-
terson repeated that Erin had 
told her she knew Don and 
Gail were in induced comas 
but acknowledged it was at 
least possible she could be 
wrong.

Last Friday, Dr Rogers 
probed Erin Patterson about 
why she didn’t tell the doc-
tors on August 1 about for-
aging, after a realisation that 
day that poisonous mush-
rooms may have gone into the 
container of Chinese mush-
rooms, and with them into 
the meal.

Dr Rogers: “No, you didn’t 
but even though you had 
the realisation on August 1, 
2023?”

Erin Patterson: “That’s cor-
rect, but I had been told that 
people were getting treatment 
for possible death cap mush-
room poisoning. So that was 
already happening.”

Dr Rogers: “But you didn’t 
feel the need to tell any medi-
cal authorities about the pos-
sibility that the dried for-
aged mushrooms, on your 
evidence, that you had found 
had gone in the container with 
the Chinese mushrooms?”

Erin Patters: “That’s cor-
rect. I did not tell anybody.”

Dr Rogers: “On your evi-
dence, you never once told 
a medical professional that 

foraged mushrooms were 
involved or might have been 
involved, correct?” asked Dr 
Rogers again.

“That’s correct.”
When Erin Patterson left 

hospital later that day, on 
August 1, 2023, she acknowl-
edged being frantic that child 
protection was now involved 
but she went home with the 
kids, took them to school the 
next day, and dropped the 
food dehydrator off at the 
Koonwarra tip.

Meanwhile, her in-laws 
were deteriorating in hospital 
in Melbourne.

Erin Patterson was also 
probed on her statements to 
police and others that she 
loved her in-laws Don and 
Gail Patterson when she told 
her Facebook Messenger 
friends otherwise.

“In fact, you had two faces: 
a public face of appearing 
to have a good relationship 
with Don and Gail, as shown 
to people like Simon, Anna, 
Tanya, Matt, Ruth Dubois, 
Professor Stuart and police 
in your record of interview; 
agree or disagree?” asked Dr 
Rogers in cross-examination 
on Friday.

Erin Patterson: “I had a 
good relationship with Don 
and Gail.”

Dr Rogers: “I suggest that 
your private face was the one 
you showed in your Facebook 
Messenger use; correct or in-
correct?”

Erin Patterson: “Incorrect.”
Dr Rogers: “And how you 

truly felt about Don and Gail 
was as you expressed it in 
your Facebook messages?”

Erin Patterson: “No.”
As a result of preparing a 

meal of Beef Wellington with 
death cap mushrooms in July 
2023, Erin Patterson has been 
charged with three counts of 
murder and one of attempted 
murder. She has pleaded not 
guilty to all charges, saying 
what happened on that day 
was a tragedy and a terrible 
accident.

The trial continues into its 
seventh week in the Supreme 
Court in Morwell.

See also the hospital time-
line on the Sentinel-Times’ 
website at sgst.com.au.

From page 1
That morphed into further questioning 

on Friday by Dr Rogers about what med-
ical issues may or may not have existed 
before the meal.

“But you weren’t confronting any medi-
cal issues, were you; correct?” asked Dr 
Rogers.

Erin gave a “yeah, no, yeah” answer, 
saying she was going to have surgery 
soon, for gastric bypass surgery, for 
which she had a pre-surgery appoint-
ment in September at the Enrich Clinic 
in Melbourne, a response to her weight 
loss worries, she said.

Fast-forward to Tuesday this week, and 
Dr Rogers put it to Mrs Patterson that 
the Enrich Clinic in Howitt Street South 
Yarra was a cosmetic dermatology clinic, 
that they don’t offer gastric by-pass or 
gastric sleeve surgery, nor do they con-
duct assessments for such procedures.

Erin admitted to being “puzzled” by 
that, claiming that the appointment had 
something to do with weight loss surgery.

“That’s a lie,” suggested Dr Rogers.
“No,” said Mrs Patterson.
Dr Rogers followed up with ques-

tions about Erin Patterson’s research 
into death cap mushrooms on the in-
ternet, including an allegation that she 
was searching the iNaturalist website at 
about 7.20pm on May 28, 2022, within 
three minutes of ordering a family din-
ner from the Middle Pub in Korumburra.

Dr Rogers also asked Erin Patterson 
about the colour and size of the plates 
used to serve the meal, putting it to Mrs 
Patterson that she served her guests 
meals on four grey plates, and her own 
meal on a smaller orange or tan plate to 
make sure she didn’t get one of the poi-
soned meals.

Erin Patterson denied it.
Dr Rogers suggested to Mrs Patterson 

that she served herself a meal that didn’t 
contain any death cap mushrooms and 
that she took the precaution of using a 
different coloured, smaller plate to be 
sure she wouldn’t get a poisoned meal.

“And that’s why you didn’t get as sick as 
Don, Gail, Heather and Ian because you 
didn’t get sick from the toxins in ama-
nita phalloides mushrooms,” alleged Dr 
Rogers.

“No, I didn’t,” said Erin.
Dr Rogers pressed Mrs Patterson on 

the sorts of plates used, with Erin saying 
that she didn’t have five plates the same 
colour in the house or even four plates 
the same, so the one she had could have 
been a different colour to the others.

Mrs Patterson has previously given evi-
dence that there were no grey plates in 
the house.

“I had the kindergarten plate which 
was nothing like the one that Ian de-
scribed,” said Erin, a reference to the 
evidence given by her estranged hus-
band Simon Patterson’s uncle, Ian 
Wilkinson, on Day 6 of the trial.

Mr Wilkinson, the only one of the 
lunch guests to survive the meal, said 
there were four large, grey dinner plates 
and one smaller plate “orangey-tan” in 
colour.

Erin Patterson’s evidence aligns with 
testimony provided by the informant, 
Detective Leading Senior Constable Ste-
phen Eppingstall on Monday, June 2 
(DAY 24), that police found six dinner 
plates in the house; two black ones, one 
black and red one, two white ones and a 
colourful one (made by Erin’s daughter).

They didn’t find any grey ones on their 
search of Erin Patterson’s home on Sat-
urday, August 2, 2023, a week after the 
family lunch.

Erin Patterson, 50 of Leongatha, has 
been charged with three counts of mur-
der and one of attempted murder aris-
ing out of the meal of Beef Wellington 
including death cap mushrooms in 
July 2023. Mrs Patterson maintains 
that the mushrooms got into the meal 
by accident and what happened on that 
day was a tragedy. She has pleaded not 
guilty to all charges.

Erin used the 
‘kinder’ plate

If she loved them, why didn’t she help them?

The prosecution has suggested to Erin Patterson that she 
got the death cap mushrooms she included in the meal of 
Beef Wellington on July 29, 2023, from Loch on April 28, 
2023, after seeing a post of the mushrooms at that location 
on the iNaturalist website some days earlier. Mrs Patterson 
has denied the claim.

Crown Prosecutor Dr 
Nanette Rogers will resume 
her cross-examination 
of Erin Patterson in the 
Supreme Court in Morwell 
this week. It will be Erin 
Patterson’s second week in 
the witness stand.
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— ERIN PATTERSON TRIAL —

ERIN Patterson’s triple 
murder trial took a twist 
on Day 25 last Tuesday, 
and the centrepiece was 
the late Gail Patterson’s 
orange cake.

Together with one 
whole Beef Wellington 
pastie, lots of beans and 
mashed potato, and most 
of the fruit platter, two-
thirds of the cake still re-
mained to be eaten at the 
end of the meal.

While cleaning up af-
ter the fateful lunch at 
her Leongatha home 
on Saturday afternoon, 
July 29, Erin told the 
court last week that she 
stopped and had a piece 
of the delicious-looking 
cake sitting on the kitch-
en bench.

Then she had another, 
and another and another 
until what remained of 
the cake was gone.

Erin felt so sick after 
eating the cake that she 
went to the toilet and 
spewed up the contents 
of her stomach.

It’s not the first time 
she’d had issues with bu-
limia-like behaviour.

As she told the court on 
Tuesday, her poor eating 
habits started at an early 
age, feeding into poor 
body image and ultimate-
ly her decision to have 
gastric bypass surgery to 
control her weight.

Defence counsel for 
Erin Patterson, Colin 
Mandy SC probed his cli-
ent’s eating habits.

“I mean it’s been a roll-
ercoaster over the years. 
When I was a kid, mum 
would weigh us every 
week to make sure we 
weren’t putting on too 
much weight,” Erin Pat-
terson told the court.

“I went to the extreme of 
barely eating at all then 
but during adulthood, 
going the other way and 
bingeing, I guess.

“I never had a good re-
lationship with food.”

Mrs Patterson said it 
was a private thing, how-
ever, binge eating when 
no one else was around to 
the point of feeling sick.

“Then what would you 
do?” asked Mr Mandy.

“Bring it back up 
again.”

Fast forward to July 
29, 2023, and the poi-
sonous Beef Wellington 
lunch and… the orange 
cake.

On her evidence, Mrs 
Patterson said that while 
she couldn’t remember 

what she said about hav-
ing ovarian cancer to the 
group after the meal, she 
was ashamed of lying 
to the lunch party but 
claimed she was think-
ing about the weight loss 
surgery she didn’t want 
anyone to know about.

“In my mind was think-
ing I might need help 
with the kids,” she said, 
if she needed to go to 
hospital for an embar-
rassing operation.

“Did you mislead 
them?”

“I did.”
Erin was asked by Mr 

Mandy, on Day 26 of the 
trial on Wednesday, about 
the portions people ate.

“Ian and Heather ate all 
of theirs. Don ate all of 
his and a piece of Gail’s.

“I ate a quarter or a 
third, something like 
that,” said Erin.

Mr Mandy said there 
had been statements by 
others that she said she 
had eaten half.

“I mean it was about 
that. I wasn’t measuring.”

So, half a Beef Welling-
ton pastie, some beans 
and mash… and two-
thirds of the orange cake 
and then a bout of vomit-
ing in the toilet.

“I felt sick. I felt over-
full, so I went to the toi-
lets and brought it back 
up again,” she said, not-
ing that she felt better 
until early evening when 
she started to feel sick 
again, and as the court 
heard earlier, had diar-
rhea on and off for most 
of the night.

Erin Patterson has 
been charged with three 
counts of murder and 
one count of attempted 
murder arising out of the 
meal of Beef Wellington 
and death cap mush-
rooms, which Erin now 
acknowledges acciden-
tally included some of 
the mushrooms she had 
foraged in the Korum-
burra area.

An issue throughout the 
trial has been the ques-
tion about why her lunch 
guests became so sick 
while Erin recovered af-
ter little more than a day 
in hospital.

Mrs Patterson has 
pleaded not guilty to the 
charges maintaining that 
what happened on that 
day was a tragedy and a 
terrible mistake.

The trial continues in 
the Supreme Court in 
Morwell this week.

After eating half of her Beef Wellington lunch and 
two-thirds of Gail Patterson’s orange cake, Erin 
Patterson vomited the lot into the toilet.

Sick of the trial? You will be!

DAY 27 of the marathon mush-
room murder trial at Morwell last 
Thursday, was a day of big mo-
ments.

Here’s one of them from Crown 
Prosecutor Dr Nanette Rogers SC.

“I suggest that you never thought 
you would ever have to account for 
this lie, about having cancer, be-
cause you thought that the lunch 
guests would all die?”

“That’s not true,” said the Leon-
gatha mother of two, Erin Patter-
son, who is facing three counts of 
murder and one of attempted mur-
der arising out of a poisonous lunch 
of Beef Wellington at her home in 
July 2023.

Mrs Patterson was into her third 
day in the witness box, swapping 
the sage-green jumper of the day 
before for a favoured paisley shirt 
in subdued colours.

“You told this lie, I suggest, as 
part of your efforts to get the lunch 
guests, and Simon, to attend your 
lunch; correct or incorrect?” asked 
Dr Rogers.

“Incorrect,” said Erin.
“And, further, that you intended to 

serve one of those Beef Wellingtons 
to Simon Patterson, had he turned 
up for lunch that day?

“If he’d come, I would have given 
him a Beef Wellington too, yes. But 
not one with death cap mushrooms 
in it intentionally, if that was your 
question,” said Mrs Patterson.

Defence lawyer for Erin Patterson, 
Colin Mandy SC, had a few of his 
own.

“Did you intentionally include 
death cap mushrooms in the Beef 
Wellingtons you prepared on July 
29?” he asked.

“No,” said Erin Patterson.

Mr Mandy followed up with a se-
ries of “formal questions” at the 
end of Erin Patterson’s evidence-
in-chief, underscoring the gravity of 
the situation.

“Did you intend to kill or cause 
really serious injury to Donald Pat-
terson by serving that meal?”

“No, I didn’t.”
“Did you intend to harm him in 

any way at all?”
“No.”
Mr Mandy intoned the same seri-

ous refrain for Gail Patterson and 
Heather Wilkinson, slightly altered 
for Ian Wilkinson, the only person 
other than Erin Patterson herself to 
survive the deadly meal.

Erin Patterson answered “no” 
or “no I didn’t” each time, sobbing 
more deeply as Mr Mandy named 
each of the four victims, watched 
by members of the Patterson and 
Wilkinson families, including Ian 
Wilkinson seated as they have been 
each day in the body of Courtroom 
Four.

Dr Rogers had taken up her cross-
examination of Erin Patterson an 
hour into the day and immediately 
addressed the issue of the dehydra-
tor and the now-accepted fact that 
Mrs Patterson did forage for mush-
rooms in the period leading up to 
the Beef Wellington lunch.

Dr Rogers: “You knew the dehy-
drator reduced mushroom mass by 
90 per cent because you’d weighed 
the mushrooms before and after 
you dehydrated them. Is that cor-
rect?”

Erin Patterson: “I did.”
Rogers: “You were interested in 

how much mushrooms weighed 
before and after being dehydrated, 
correct.”

Patterson: “That’s obvious from 
this post? Yes.”

Dr Rogers put it to Mrs Patterson 
that she also experimented with 
hiding dried mushrooms in her 
children’s food, including muffins, 
spaghetti, lasagne, stew and brown-
ies on Erin’s evidence, to see if she 
could successfully hide mushrooms 
in the food that she served.

And after showing Erin Patterson 
a series of photos of mushrooms set 
out on trays being weighed, Dr Rog-
ers drew her attention to one par-
ticular tray of mushrooms.

Rogers: “It was Tom May’s evi-
dence that the mushrooms in these 
images were consistent with ama-
nita phalloides to a high degree 
of confidence. You heard him say 
that?”

Mrs Patterson agreed.
Dr Rogers went on to suggest that 

these were mushrooms foraged by 
Erin Patterson at Loch, on or after 
she purchased the dehydrator from 
Hartley Wells in Leongatha on April 
28, 2023, collected from Loch after 
seeing Christine McKenzie’s post on 
the iNaturalist website.

Erin Patterson disagreed.
Rogers: “I suggest that you were 

weighing these mushrooms, these 
death cap mushrooms, so that you 
could calculate the weight required 
to administer a fatal dose for one 
person and the weight required for 
five fatal doses, for five people. Do 
you agree or disagree?”

Patterson: “I disagree.”
Erin Patterson has pleaded not 

guilty to all charges arising out 
of the Beef Wellington lunch with 
death cap mushrooms, maintaining 
that what happened was a tragedy 
and a terrible accident.

Big moments in the trial
Sunrise reporter Teegan Dolling gets set to make a live cross to Channel 7 during Erin Patterson’s murder 

trial at Morwell last week. Media interest in the case is intensifying as the trial draws slowly to a close.
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EFFECTIVE day one, term three of this 
year, Victorian school principals will have 
the authority to suspend or expel students 
when their behaviour outside school or 
online puts fellow students and staff at se-
rious risk, a power currently restricted to 
within the school gate.

The changes bring Victoria into line 
with NSW and South Australia and will 
address concerns around harmful behav-
iour that happens outside school hours, 
particularly online, but affects student 
and staff safety.

School principals will use these expand-
ed powers only when necessary to pro-
tect their school community. With these 
expanded powers, the State Government 
is putting in place the appropriate frame-
work to ensure school leaders have the 
authorisation to act where necessary.

The changes strengthen the Govern-
ment’s existing school safety measures, 
including the nation-leading 2020 mobile 
phone ban and the Safe Socials resources 
to help students and families use technol-
ogy safely.

The  new powers build on the school-
wide Positive Behaviour Support program.

The program helps schools teach stu-
dents how to behave appropriately, create 
safe spaces for learning, support students 
who need extra help with behaviour, and 
ultimately keep teachers and staff safe 
from violence.

The Labor Government is also investing 
$4.2 million to ensure students who have 
experienced sexual harm and abuse from 
another student, including online, receive 
targeted therapeutic support through Sex-
ual Assault Services Victoria, with sup-
port also provided to students using these 
behaviours to prevent further harm. 

These new measures ensure that harm-
ful behaviour – no matter where it hap-
pens – doesn’t disrupt the safe, supportive 
environment every student deserves.

CLASSROOMtheFROM
Behaviour monitored 

outside of school hours

STUDENTS at St Paul’s Anglican 
Grammar School’s Drouin Campus 
joined over two million other stu-
dents nationwide for the 25th annu-
al National Simultaneous Storytime.

Pre-Kinder to Year 3 students gath-
ered in the library classroom to lis-
ten to this year’s story, “The Truck 
Cat” by Deborah Frenkel, illustrated 
by Danny Snell. This was the first 
whole-campus activity for St Paul’s 
Drouin, and all the students listened 
intently to the story being read, all 
of them invested in the story about 
Tinka, the ‘truck cat’.

National Simultaneous Storytime 
highlights the importance of litera-
cy and reading in primary schools 
across the country, and each year it 
is an event that students eagerly an-
ticipate.

Prep student Cruze Phelan and 
Mack Flint, Year 1, enjoy reading “The 
Truck Cat” together.

Storytime with two 
million students

Focus on reconciliation at 
Wonthaggi North Primary School

OUR Lady Star of the Sea 
Primary School is a proud 
partner with The Resilience 
Project (TRP). Students par-
ticipate in weekly lessons from 
TRP’s evidence-based whole 
school wellbeing program, 
focusing on gratitude, empa-
thy, mindfulness and building 
emotional literacy. 

Students also have the op-
portunity to strengthen their 
resilience every day, with dai-
ly Gratitude, Empathy and 
Mindfulness (GEM) chats in 
every classroom. This journey 
to build resilience in young 
people is a combined commu-
nity effort with the youngest 
community members partici-
pating in TRP at Island Kids, 
and after completing the TRP 
program at Our Lady, students 
have the opportunity to con-
tinue their resilience journey 
at Bass Coast College.

In recently published find-
ings from an independent 
evaluation by Monash Univer-
sity, it’s now clearer than ever 

that a long-term, whole-school 
approach makes a meaningful 
and lasting difference to men-
tal health and wellbeing. 

The study found that after 
six years, students at The Re-
silience Project schools saw, 
higher scores across all posi-
tive mental health outcomes, 
including life satisfaction, 
hope and coping skills. Par-
ticipants also saw significantly 
lower odds of mental illness 
(34 per cent lower for anxiety 
and 47 per cent lower for de-
pression).

This research shows that 
when well-being is embedded 
in school culture, there are 
incredible long-term results. 
A dedication to supporting 
youth mental health is more 
crucial now than ever before. 
Staff, parents and students 
are all involved in building a 
culture of Gratitude, Empa-
thy and Mindfulness (GEM) at 
Our Lady Star of the Sea, and 
the teaching staff couldn’t be 
prouder! 

Building a stronger community through resilience

Our Lady Star of the Sea students Eve, Ella and Jippa are 
participants of The Resilience Project (TRP) focusing on 
better wellbeing for themselves and others. 

WONTHAGGI North Primary 
School students played their part in 
National Reconciliation Week, having 
a busy schedule on Monday, June 2.

The initial session consisted of 
classroom learning and Indigenous-
inspired artistic creativity, followed 
by Koorie Engagement Support Of-
ficers Sonya and Kiarra running a 
whole of school activity, Sonya also 
holding a special session for the 
school’s five Koorie students.

Students in Beth Kavanagh’s 
Grades 5 and 6 class created a 
wreath using leaves on which they 
drew Aboriginal art symbols, choos-
ing symbols that might relate to rec-
onciliation and togetherness such as 
campfires, meeting places and wa-
terholes.

Grades 3 and 4 teacher, Becky 
Parsons spoke to her students on 
the meaning of reconciliation and 
the importance of mending friend-
ships, with a couple of the kids talk-
ing about what a proper apology 
consists of, including saying what 
you are sorry for, who you are apolo-
gising to and the importance of eye 
contact.

Becky mentioned the aim of repair-
ing problems and moving forward.

Students watched a video outlining 
reconciliation.

Assistant principal Toby Mahoney 
described the whole of school activ-
ity, explaining its purpose.

“We broke up into House groups 
to build connections across our 
school from the younger students 
through to the older students, and 
they worked on decorating a hand-
print that was unique to themselves, 
using different types of Indigenous 
symbols,” he said.

That uniqueness was created 
through the choice of symbols and 
individual styles, with everyone hav-
ing the same handprint pattern to 
cut out.

While originally intended for an 
outdoor display, it was decided to 
shift that indoors, with the expecta-
tion of rain and the fact the hands 
were made of cardboard.

Koorie students were brought to-
gether to make jewellery, encourag-
ing them to connect as a group.

Grade 5 student Ocean displays a leaf with Indigenous symbols. A02_2325

Grade 1 student Marcus wears the 
jewellery made during a session run 
by Koorie Engagement Support Officer 
Sonya Hunt at Wonthaggi North Primary 
School. 

Grade 5 student Harmony holds a 
Marngrook possum skin ball, in this 
instance used like a ‘talking stick’, its 
holder being the one to speak.
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THE Leongatha RSL hosted a 
heartfelt morning tea to express 
gratitude to the dedicated volun-
teers who are the backbone of its 
community initiatives on May 22.

The event brought together vol-
unteers and community members 
for a morning of camaraderie, de-
licious treats and well-deserved 
appreciation.

Volunteers are crucial to the 
Leongatha RSL’s mission of sup-
porting veterans and the wider 
community.

They take on a variety of roles 
that significantly impact the lives 
of many.

The volunteers engage in the 
selling of appeals merchandise, a 
vital fundraising activity that aids 
programs and services, and assist 
by driving vulnerable members to 
medical appointments, ensuring 
that those in need receive the care 
and attention they deserve.

This service provides peace of 
mind to families and strengthens 
community bonds.

During significant events such 
as Anzac Day and Remembrance 
Day, volunteers play an indis-
pensable role.

Their efforts help to organise 
and manage these commemora-
tive events, ensuring the commu-
nity honours and remembers the 
sacrifices made by the veterans.

The Leongatha RSL is proud to 

be deeply embedded within the 
community, driven by compas-
sion and dedication to the volun-
teers.

Their selfless service embod-
ies the spirit of camaraderie and 
community service, making a 
tangible difference in the lives of 
many.

“Volunteers are the heart of our 
organisation,” Leongatha RSL 
president Bill Verboon said.

“Their unwavering commitment 
and passion for helping others in-
spire us all.”

The Leongatha RSL extends its 
heartfelt thanks to all volunteers 
for their incredible dedication 
and service.

If you’re interested in becom-
ing part of the volunteer family, 
the RSL welcomes you with open 
arms.

Volunteering with the Leongatha 
RSL is a rewarding experience 
that offers the chance to make a 
meaningful impact.

For more information on how 
to become a volunteer, visit the 
website leongatharsl.com.au or 
contact 5662 2747.

Join the Leongatha RSL on its 
mission to support veterans and 
the community through service 
and commitment.

Together, a stronger, more con-
nected community can continue 
to be built. 

Leongatha RSL thanks its volunteers with morning tea

Leongatha Secondary College students at the volunteers’ 
morning tea at the Leongatha RSL.

The Leongatha RSL recently hosted a morning tea to thank 
its dedicated team of volunteers.

Southern Lights Festival succeeds 
despite weather concerns

By Andrew Paloczi

HEAVIER rain held off until about 
7.30pm allowing for lots of family fun 
at the Southern Lights Festival, with 
many people arriving at Coal Creek 
early and enjoying live music before 
darkness arrived.

Most of the musicians were from 
South Gippsland or Gippsland more 
broadly, with Korumburra locals 
such as Kaylah Thomas and Jenny 
Taylor in the lineup, both appearing 
on the Rotunda Stage.

South Gippsland band The Stony 
Six helped set the mood, hitting the 
Mechanics Stage at 4pm.

Hot Tub performed popular covers, 
keeping people’s minds off the cool 
conditions.

There were two lots of fireworks, 
the first at 7.30pm allowing families 
to take in the spectacular show be-
fore heading home to dry out.

While the bonfire was on a smaller 
scale than that of a couple of years 
ago, it still appeared from lower van-
tage points the Coal Creek bushland 
was ablaze.

With the Festival a sellout, 2500 
tickets snapped up, and many brav-
ing the cold and damp, event man-
ager Shirley Arestia was delighted 
with how everything went, pleased 
to add to Korumburra’s winter en-
tertainment that tends to be sport-
dominated.

“We were pretty lucky with the 
weather,” she said, remarking that 
concerns of worse conditions failed 
to put many off.

“Lots of people still turned up and 
they all had a great time and there 
was no negative feedback.”

People explored the grounds of 
Coal Creek, seeing bright butterflies 
and other giant glowing insects, wan-
dering through a lit archway and 
checking out the patterns on artistic 
lanterns.

There was a great selection of food, 
helping minimise queues, and attend-
ees took any waiting in their stride.

Friends of Coal Creek and Korum-
burra Lions Club provided volun-
teers who helped make the Southern 
Lights Festival a great success.

Local Kaylah Thomas and band perform at the Southern Lights Festival. A39_2325

Locals Noah and Ash Snooks 
enjoy the Southern Lights Festival 
at Coal Creek. A38_2325

Kyle, Tamara and Rocco Fabro 
enjoy the Southern Lights Festival. 
A43_2325

Stunning butterflies flutter at Coal Creek. A44_2325

CJ Commerford & The Supertones perform. A48_2325

A MAN from Wonthaggi has 
unwrapped the surprise of a 
lifetime, realising almost six 
months after the draw the Tatt-
sLotto ticket his wife slipped into 
his Christmas card was worth a 
jaw-dropping $2.1 million.

The South Gippsland resident 
held one of the 14 division one 
winning entries nationally in 
TattsLotto draw 4535, drawn 
Saturday, January 4, 2025. He 
looks forward to a total prize of 
$2,142,857.15.

The winning entry was unreg-
istered, which meant officials 
from The Lott had been unable 
to reveal the exciting news to the 
ticketholder and had been eager-
ly waiting for the ticketholder to 
come forward.

The winning man shared the 
winning ticket, tucked inside the 
festive card, went unchecked for 
months as “life got in the way”.

“Thank you very much! It’s very 
surreal,” he exclaimed.

“My wife always buys a lottery 
ticket for everyone in the family 
for Christmas.

“We’d been away on holiday for 
a month over summer, and with 
everything else going on when 
we got back, I completely forgot 
about the ticket.

“I only thought the other day 
that I should check the ticket. I 
couldn’t believe it.

“Things like this never happen 
to us.”

With $2.1 million about to land 
into his bank account, the gener-
ous Victorian said his thoughts im-
mediately turned to how he could 
support his nearest and dearest.

“We’re going to divide it with-
in the family.; share the prize 
around and help others,” he 
shared.

“It will help many people!”
His winning entry was pur-

chased at Lucky Lotto Wonthaggi 
Plaza.

Lucky lotto Wonthaggi Plaza 
owners Gio and Robyn said 
they’re absolutely thrilled to hear 
their mystery division one winner 
has checked their ticket and come 
forward to claim their prize.

“We were so excited to have 
sold a division one winning en-
try and make someone’s dreams 
come true. Even better to hear 
the winner has now discovered 
their multi-million-dollar prize!” 
Gio said.

“Before this division one win-
ning entry, we hadn’t sold a di-
vision one winning entry since 
January 31, 2022. This is our 
fifth division one prize sold over 
an 11-year period.

“Congratulations and thanks 
heaps for buying your lucky 
ticket from our outlet. What an 
amazing prize to win!”

The winning numbers in  Tatt-
sLotto  draw  4535  on January 
4, 2025  were  33, 19, 8, 23, 10 
and 31, while the supplementary 
numbers were 42 and 13.

Across Australia, there 
were  14  division one win-
ning  entries  in  TattsLot-
to draw 4535  –  six each in Vic-
toria and New South Wales, and 
two in Queensland.

The Lott’s division one winning 
tally has now reached  192  so 
far in 2025, including  76  won 
by Tatts customers.

Whilst there is no denying tour-
ists are an important part of the 
local economy during the fes-
tive period, it’s fantastic to see 
the win be picked up by a local. 
Here’s hoping he had a great 
King’s Birthday long weekend, 
and no doubt the deluge of rain 
didn’t dampen any spirits. Con-
gratulations.

Wonthaggi local 
finally claims win
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Wonthaggi Toyota
346 Bass Highway,
Wonthaggi VIC 3995
T (03) 5672 1722
LMCT 8179
wonthaggitoyota.com.au

Leongatha Toyota
7-13 Hughes Street,
Leongatha VIC 3953
T (03) 5662 2302
LMCT 8179
leongathatoyota.com.au
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USED VEHICLE SPECIALS

OVER 20 FRESH VEHICLES NOW IN STOCK

* Disclaimer: If the price does not contain the notation that it is “Driveaway*”, the price may not include additional costs, such as stamp duty and other government charges.

WE BUY WE BUY 
CARS!CARS!

USED VEHICLE SPECIALS

2015 Toyota 
Landcruiser Prado GXL 

38,990 
224,465kms, 5 speed CVT auto 4x4 
SUV SN: L101342

DRIVE 
AWAY

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2021 Ford Ranger 
Wildtrak PX MkIII 

48,990
37,038kms, 10 speed CVT auto 4x4 
double cab SN: L101356

DRIVE 
AWAY

Wildtrak PX MkIII 
2021 Ford Ranger 

FINANCE 
AVAILABLE 

25,990
69,874kms, 5 speed manual cab 
chassis SN: W102085

DRIVE 
AWAY25,990

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE 

2018 Toyota Hilux Workmate 

2023 Ford Ranger XLS 

53,990
26,215kms, 10 speed CVT auto 4x4 
double cab  CWK 473

DRIVE 
AWAY

Wildtrak PX MkIII 
2021 Ford Ranger 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2017 Toyota Camry Atara S 2021 Ford Ranger XLT PX Mk III 

16,990 45,990 
165,315kms, 6 speed CVT auto 
sedan SN: L101352

35,416kms, 6 speed CVT auto 4x4 
double cab SN: L101353 

DRIVE 
AWAY

DRIVE 
AWAY

48,990
2,985kms, 6 speed sports auto 4x4 
double cab  SN: W102047    

DRIVE 
AWAY48,990 DRIVE 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE 

2023 Mitsubishi Triton GLS MR 

2016 Ford Everest Trend UA 

29,990 
131,454kms, 6 speed CVT auto 4x4 
SUV SN:L101358

DRIVE 
AWAY

2016 Ford Everest Trend UA 2016 Ford Everest Trend UA 2016 Ford Everest Trend UA 2016 Ford Everest Trend UA 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2020 Toyota 
Landcruiser Prado  GXL 

63,990 
36,729kms, 6 speed CVT auto 4x4 
SUV SN:L101339

DRIVE 
AWAY

Landcruiser Prado  GXL 
2020 Toyota 
Landcruiser Prado  GXL 

FINANCE 
AVAILABLE 

46,490
14,888kms, 6 speed sports auto 4x4 
double cab  SN: W102045 

DRIVE 
AWAY46,490 DRIVE 

AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 
FINANCE FINANCE 

AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2023 Mitsubishi Triton GLS MR 

Landcruiser Prado  GXL 

FINANCE FINANCE 

Landcruiser Prado  GXL 
2020 Toyota 
Landcruiser Prado  GXL 

AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

Landcruiser Prado  GXL 
2020 Toyota 
Landcruiser Prado  GXL 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2018 Hyundai Kona Highlander 

23,990 
69,978kms, 6 speed CVT auto SUV 
SN: L101360

DRIVE 
AWAY

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

FINANCE 
AVAILABLE 

SUV SN: L101342

2023 Ford Ranger XLS 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

SN: L101360SN: L101360

FINANCE FINANCE 

2017 Toyota Camry Atara S 2017 Toyota Camry Atara S 2017 Toyota Camry Atara S 2021 Ford Ranger XLT PX Mk III 2021 Ford Ranger XLT PX Mk III 2021 Ford Ranger XLT PX Mk III 

AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2021 Ford Ranger XLT PX Mk III 

29,990 
131,454kms, 6 speed CVT auto 4x4 

AWAY

2021 Ford Ranger XLT PX Mk III 2021 Ford Ranger XLT PX Mk III 2021 Ford Ranger XLT PX Mk III 

SUV SN:L101358

AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2021 Ford Ranger XLT PX Mk III 

SUV SN:L101358

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

51,990
51,477kms, 6 speed sports auto 4x4 
dual cab SN: W102096

DRIVE 
AWAY

2022 Mazda BT-50 Thunder TF 2022 Mazda BT-50 Thunder TF 2022 Mazda BT-50 Thunder TF 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

46,990
68,596kms, 6 speed manual 4x4 cab 
chassis SN: W102039

DRIVE 
AWAY46,990 DRIVE 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2020 Toyota Hilux SR 

59,990
30,651kms, 6 speed sports 4x4 auto 
ute SN: W102067

DRIVE 
AWAY59,990 DRIVE 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2022 Isuzu D-Max X-Terrain 

28,990
109,472kms, 6 speed sports auto cab 
chassis  SN: W102090 

DRIVE 
AWAY28,990 DRIVE 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2020 Isuzu D-Max SX High Ride 

12,888
156,892kms, 5 speed manual cab 
chassis SN: W101840

DRIVE 
AWAY

AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

51,477kms, 6 speed sports auto 4x4 
dual cab SN: W102096

12,888 DRIVE 

dual cab SN: W102096

PRICEPRICE
DROPDROP

2009 Mitsubishi Triton GLX ML 

SOLDSOLD
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Gippsland Southern Health Service has three facilities: Alchera House and
Hillside Lodge in Korumburra, and Koorooman House in Leongatha.

All providing exceptional care through our team of dedicated registered &
enrolled nurses and personal care attendants. Our staff are committed to
delivering high-quality healthcare services to our community.

Our 24-hour permanent and respite care offers a wide range of benefits
including palliative care, management of dementia, wound care, and
continence management. Our team of dedicated professionals, including
physiotherapists, occupational therapists, speech therapists, and dieticians,
provide comprehensive support to ensure the highest quality of care for
your loved one. Whether you need ongoing care or just a short break, our
services are tailored to meet the unique needs of each individual.

Below are some lovely photos of our residents from our facilities enjoying
their day. We are dedicated to providing the care and support that your
loved one deserves. Trust us to make a difference in their lives.

COMPASSIONATE CARE FOR YOUR
LOVED ONE

CONTACT US TODAY! 5667 5555CONTATAT CT US TODAYAYA ! 5667 5555

M
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Phone Hon. Manager Lloyd McKenzie on 0439 559 579 to arrange an inspection.

Linton Court Retirement Village, Foster
•  Community owned & operated 

retirement village 
•  300 metres from the centre of 

town – yet in a bushland setting
•  Easy access to all town facilities 

& services
•  Residents are freed from 

maintenance
•  Both 1 BR  and 2 BR 

independent living units
•  Aff ordable – low ingoing 

contributions & we  can assist 
those with limited means. 

•  Visit our website – just google     
“lintoncourt.com.au” 

•   Join our waiting list for units 
that come available

Aged Care
Talking openly about palliative care

NEW support services are available lo-
cally to help people have palliative care 
in their own home and stay out of hospi-
tal, and a presentation on this topic will 
be given at the Korumburra Hub on Fri-
day, July 4 from 10am to 12pm. 

Dr Floyd Gomes, founder, GP and 
managing director of Atticus Health will 
be talking on the topic alongside his col-
leagues and professionals from the Ko-
rumburra Medical Centre. 

Dr Gomes believes that in their last few 
days, not everyone needs 
to go to hospital and be-
ing institutionalised isn’t 
something that should be 
normalised. 

“There are ways that 
– working between the 
medical clinic and linking 
that to the community ser-
vices – in this case, social 
services or various com-
munity palliative care ser-
vices – that people are able 
to spend their last days in 
their own home.

“Everyone can be differ-
ent, but on average, about 
80 per cent or so of people 
want to do all of this stuff in their own 
home.” 

The Palliative Care Talk may be helpful 
for anyone with an interest in or already 
caring for an older person, as well as vol-
unteers who might be unpaid carers and 
or people who are community-inclined 
volunteers. 

“There’s a lot of volunteers that might 
benefit from coming along, just under-
standing how they can support the per-
son they’re caring for to stay at home; 
and maybe we can be a connector for 

them if they ever need or they’re stuck 
and wondering how to connect the dots,” 
said Dr Gomes.  

Understanding how to access services 
and advocating for someone with pallia-
tive care needs can be helpful for carers, 
as services are not always available in 
one place or 24/7.

“After-hours stuff, it can be tricky. So, 
we can talk about what sort of things 
can be done after hours as well. What 
support services there are, because of-

tentimes even these sort of 
things tend to be in-house.”

Talking about palliative 
care is not an easy thing, 
acknowledged Dr Gomes, 
but discussing it can help 
to make someone’s final 
weeks or days the best they 
could be or how they want 
it to be.

“It’s a very special thing 
to try to achieve at the tail 
end of someone’s life. It’s 
not easy to grapple with, 
it’s difficult, but it’s actually 
a really important time to 
round off someone’s life.”

“It can be scary for peo-
ple. There are different emotions there 
and people can feel naturally afraid of 
confronting these sorts of things,” admit-
ted Dr Gomes. 

“The thing is, if people are thinking 
about it anyway, when you give people a 
chance to talk about that – and there is 
a sort of black humour about it – it does 
lighten that load.”

To book a place for the Palliative Care 
Talk in Korumburra on Friday, July 4, 
call 1300 888 256 or email contact@
mshomecare.com.au.

Understanding 
how to access 
services and 

advocating for 
someone with 

palliative care 
needs can be 

helpful for carers.

GIPPSLAND Southern 
Health Service’s three 
aged care residential 
homes have a fresh look 
and fresh faces at the top.

All three homes, Alch-
era House, Koorooman 
House Nursing Home and 
Hillside Lodge Hostel, 
have received a leisure 
and lifestyle grant from 
the Department of Health 
for more equipment to 
improve the lives of resi-
dents.

Koorooman House is 
also undergoing a major 
upgrade after receiving a 
Model of Care grant from 
the Department of Health, 
which includes new floor-
ing.

Director of Nursing 
Korumburra Hospital, 
Carol Pontil, who over-
sees the three aged care 
homes, said the projects 
would contribute to better 
homes and activities for 
residents.

The leisure and lifestyle 
grants have been used for 
the purchase of lifestyle 
and dining equipment, 
including new furniture, 
equipment for use in ac-
tivity sessions and physio 
and entertainment equip-
ment.

“It’s all about improving 
the lifestyle and dining ex-
periences for residents,” 
Ms Pontil said.

The three homes all have 
new nurse unit managers. 

Lisa Shannon has been 
confirmed as manager of 
Alchera House after acting 
in the role for some time. 
Ms Shannon has been 
nursing for more than 20 
years in a career that has 
taken her to many coun-
tries before settling in Le-
ongatha seven years ago.

“I am very passionate 
about rural nursing and 
providing good quality 
care close to home and 
providing holistic, person-
centred care for aged care 
residents,” she said.

Ms Shannon is also the 
nurse unit manager for 
the multifunction ward.

Originally from Dunedin, 
New Zealand, Pamela Nis-
bet has joined Koorooman 
House to build on an im-
pressive career that has 
crossed several coun-
tries, including time spent 
working in Canada. Ms 
Nisbet has formal qualifi-
cations in psychogeriatric 
nursing and is especially 
skilled in supporting old-
er adults with complex 

mental health needs.
Jannel Escueta has tak-

en on the Hillside Lodge 
role, bringing a rich and 
diverse background in 
aged care, having worked 
as both a clinical manager 
and unit coordinator in 
New Zealand. 

Ms Escueta’s career be-
gan in the Philippines, 
where she completed her 
nursing training before 
relocating to New Zealand 
and later moving to Aus-
tralia with her young fam-
ily.

With her compassionate 
approach, strong clinical 
leadership and commit-
ment to resident-centred 
care and team collabora-
tion, she is already mak-
ing a positive impact at 
Hillside. 

Koorooman House has 
36 nursing home beds 
on the grounds at Leon-
gatha Hospital, Hillside 
Lodge 30 hostel beds and 
Alchera House 20 nurs-
ing home beds at Korum-
burra.

There are vacancies at 
the homes. People inter-
ested in finding out more 
can contact GSHS or visit 
myagedcare.gov.au to get 
the process started.

Fresh approach to aged care

Carol Pontil, Director of Nursing at Korumburra Hospital, is excited to see the 
impact of new funding on Gippsland Southern Health Service’s aged care homes.
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Your local, permanent and independent Hearing 

Clinic in, around and about the Bass Coast.

FREE HEARING

CHECKS

*Adults only

Device trials available

For bookings, please phone: 

5672 5598

Visiting Inverloch, Cowes and Frankston

Open: Monday to Friday 9.30am - 4.30pm

Shop 5, Plaza Walk Arcade,

23 Murray Street, Wonthaggi

(opposite the new Bass Coast Library)

ABOUT US:

�

�

Established over 9 years ago

�

�

Independent, local and not aligned to any manufacturer so you can be 

assured of the best advice and a complete choice of devices with the latest 

hearing technology and comprehensive service

�

�

Our clinicians are not paid a commission or incentive on sales

�

�

Accredited to provide the Australian Government Hearing Services Program

�

�

Braden and Angela are WorkSafe accredited

�

�

Free assessments for eligible DVA and Pension card holders*

*Conditions apply to clients under the Commonwealth Hearing Services Program
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Open: Monday to Friday 9.30am - 4.30pm
Shop 5, Plaza Walk Arcade, 23 Murray Street, Wonthaggi

(opposite the new Bass Coast Library)

• Opened in Wonthaggi 2007
• Independent, local and not aligned to any 
manufacturer so you can be assured of 
the best advice and a complete choice of 
devices with the latest hearing technology 
and comprehensive service
•  Our clinicians are not paid a  

commission or incentive on sales
•  Accredited to provide the Australian  

Government Hearing Services Program
•  Braden and Grant are WorkSafe accredited

•  Free assessments for eligible 
DVA and Pension card holders*

*  Conditions apply to clients under the 
Commonwealth Hearing Services Program

ABOUT US:

Visiting 
Inverloch, 
Cowes and 
Frankston

For 
appointments 
with Braden  
and Grant: 

5672 5598

YOUR LOCAL, 
 PERMANENT AND 

INDEPENDENT  
HEARING CLINIC IN, 

AROUND AND  
ABOUT THE  
BASS COAST.

4 Star Facility

M
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071-73 McCar� n Street, Leongatha • www.woorayllodge.com.au

With 29 Independent Living Units for over 65’s and 41 
private rooms in our residen� al aged care sec� on, Woorayl Lodge 

ensures that residents have the freedom to live the life they choose. 

Awarded a 4-star rati ng through My Aged Care, our dedicated team of 
professionals is passionate about making a diff erence in the lives of our residents. 

If you are interested in enquiring about a unit or a private room in our 
residen� al aged care sec� on, volunteering with us, becoming a member of our 

Fundraising Auxiliary, or exploring career opportuni� es at Woorayl Lodge, 
we encourage you to reach out to us. 

You can contact us via email at enquiries@woorayllodge.com.au 
or by phone at 03 5662 2053.

Woorayl Lodge is a community based not-for-profi t 
provider of re� rement living and residen� al 

aged care located in Leongatha.  
As an aged care provider, we are commi� ed 
to posi� ve ageing, providing quality support 
and person-centred care that is fl exible and 

responsive to the individual 
needs of each person.  

Discover the Excellence 
of Woorayl Lodge

Aged Care
WOORAYL Lodge resi-

dents Faye Lyons and 
Floyd Smith made this 
scribe feel welcome 
when he stopped in for 
a chat, both saying they 
don’t have time to be 
bored with all the avail-
able activities and op-
portunities for learning, 
Floyd remarking they 
had just been learning 
about the many types of 
shark.

“I like all the activities 
here and we’re lucky to 
have all the different 
carers,” Faye said.

Both she and Floyd 
recently enjoyed a solo 
performance by a bag-
pipe player, Floyd re-
marking that before 
commencing the show 
he was quick to advise 
everyone to take out 
their hearing aids.

A trio of singers who 
visit the Lodge to en-
tertain residents are 
keen to persuade Faye 
to take the microphone, 
but she’s so far been 
content to sing along in 
less noticeable fashion, 
knowing all the words.

She enjoys playing 
cards, particularly 
UNO.

Faye is entrusted to 
look after the Woorayl 
Lodge fish, their 
healthy condition and 
clean tank suggesting 

she’s doing a great job 
of feeding them, some-
thing she does after 
breakfast each day.

The key is being dis-
ciplined, giving them 
just a couple of pinches 
and feeding them once 
a day.

Floyd spoke of an up-
coming bus trip to Nyo-
ra where residents will 
enjoy spending time 
at the café in the local 
pub, with monthly ex-
cursions planned.

He enjoyed a recent 
adventure to the State 
Coal Mine in Wonthag-
gi, albeit he deemed 
the condition of the 
highway less than sat-
isfactory, joking he was 

shorter by the time he 
got back to the Lodge 
after all the bouncing 
about.

During the Sentinel-
Time’s visit, Floyd re-
flected on his time 
working on the rail-
ways, having been in 
charge of maintenance 
machinery, saying he 
was fond of the steam 
trains that were still 
hauling passengers 
when he started his 
role in 1962, most of 
them by then burning 
oil to heat their boilers 
rather than coal.

This writer learned 
something too, not real-
ising steam trains were 
still in service then.

No time for boredom at Woorayl Lodge

Floyd Smith and Faye Lyons relax in the sunroom 
at Woorayl Lodge. A06_2325

HEARING is an invalu-
able sense that profoundly 
impacts our daily lives, fos-
tering communication, en-
hancing social interactions, 
and supporting overall 
wellbeing. Unfortunately, 
hearing loss is on the rise, 
fuelled by factors like age-
ing populations, noisy en-
vironments, and untreated 
ear conditions. This grow-
ing prevalence poses sig-
nificant challenges, partic-
ularly in older adults, but 
also presents opportunities 
for prevention and proac-
tive care.

Importantly, research 
has revealed a clear link 
between untreated hear-
ing loss and cognitive de-
cline, with hearing loss now 
considered a modifiable 
risk factor for dementia. 
Addressing hearing loss 
through the use of hear-
ing aids in older people 
may help reduce the risk 
of dementia by keeping the 
brain’s auditory pathways 
active and engaged.

Locally, About Bass Coast 
Hearing (ABC Hearing) is 
committed to providing 
high-quality, accessible ear 
and hearing care services. 
Audiologists Grant Hill and 
Braden Betley are experi-
enced in assessing hearing 
issues and guiding clients 

through the latest hearing-
aid technologies, ensuring 
the best possible outcomes. 
They start with a thor-
ough hearing test to assess 
whether a problem exists, 
how significant it is, and 
how lifestyle factors may be 
contributing.

For those who need hear-
ing aids, ABC Hearing of-
fers fittings and a free 
one-month trial to ensure 
clients are comfortable, 
confident, and truly ben-
efiting from their devices. 
Follow-ups after the fitting 
check that the aids are 
properly set up, comfort-
able to wear, and delivering 
clear sound – maximising 
the benefits and boosting 
quality of life.

Hearing loss is one of 
the top 10 medical issues 
recognised by the World 
Health Organisation, yet it’s 
one of the easiest to man-
age. By addressing it early, 
older adults can enjoy rich-
er social interactions, re-
duce their risk of cognitive 
decline, and continue living 
active, connected lives.

If you or a loved one have 
concerns about hearing, vis-
it Grant or Braden at About 
Bass Coast Hearing to learn 
more about the latest in 
hearing health and rehabili-
tation. Let’s work together 
to ensure that every ear is 
cared for and every voice is 
heard – because good hear-
ing is essential for healthy 
ageing and wellbeing.

Prioritising hearing health for 
wellbeing and healthy ageing

Audiologists Grant Hill and Braden Betley raise 
awareness on the importance of hearing, providing 
hearing assessment and rehabilitation. Z02_0923
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48 Baillieu Street West, Wonthaggi   |   Phone (03) 5672 1716   |   www.roselodge.com.au

YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME
Our fully accredited residential aged care home, 

located in the heart of Wonthaggi, is designed to provide a 
happy, safe, and supportive environment for our residents.

We understand that choosing the right aged care provider is 
an important decision, and we believe that a personal tour is 

the best way to get a feel for our facility and the services we off er.

BOOK A PERSONAL TOUR

Aged Care
FOR over 60 years, Rose 

Lodge has been a cornerstone of 
aged care in Wonthaggi, offering 
high-quality support in a warm, 
family-oriented environment.

“We are community-focused,” 
said Carolyn Thompson, Rose 
Lodge’s lifestyle manager. 

“We always put family first, 
and it’s always been an envi-
ronment where that is very im-
portant. We’ve been established 
since 1961, and it all came 
about because there was a need 
in the community for a place 
that’s going to care for our el-
derly like they’re at home.”

That deep-rooted community 
connection continues to guide the 
care Rose Lodge provides today. 

“We’re a community within a 
community,” added director of 
care Michelle Denman.

Strong relationships between 
staff and residents are at the 
heart of Rose Lodge’s culture. 

“I think you essentially just 
treat them like your own par-
ents,” said Carolyn.

Staff also receive extensive 
support and training to main-
tain high standards. 

“We have a 12-month calen-
dar where we cover off all com-
pliance training for every single 

staff member,” said people and 
culture manager Nicole Hrvatin.

Michelle said staff are encour-
aged to learn from feedback 
and continually improve. 

“We always look at best prac-
tice and how we can upskill,” 
she said. “A lot of it is encour-
aging residents to provide feed-
back, as they’re the ones who 
will be receiving the care.”

Nicole added that informal 
training is just as important. 

“The caring and the kindness 
often comes from the family-
oriented environment that we 

try to provide.” 
Michelle agreed: “You can 

have 10 years’ experience, but 
you need a kind heart and pas-
sion. You can’t teach that.”

This ethos extends to the 
way residents are supported to 
maintain their independence. 

“It’s around that person-centred 
care,” said Michelle. “Being with 
them and doing things with them 
rather than for them or to them.”

Daily life at Rose Lodge is vi-
brant and inclusive whilst diver-
sity and accessibility are also key. 

“We offer a variety – it’s about 

being inclusive, which is a big 
part of the standards that we 
have here,” said Carolyn. 

Rose Lodge is currently pre-
paring to open Rose Cottage. 

“It’s a dementia-friendly environ-
ment where residents with reduced 
cognition can feel safe and thrive,” 
said Michelle. “We can match staff 
accordingly and provide residents 
with a sense of belonging.”

With decades of trusted ser-
vice, a dedicated team and a 
heartfelt approach to care, Rose 
Lodge continues to set the stan-
dard for aged care in Wonthaggi.  

THERE is always a lot happening at Lin-
ton Court Retirement Village (LC) in Fos-
ter. They have just completed an extension 
to the village Community Meeting Room 
to add a separate but adjoining adminis-
trative area. Since formation in 1971 all 
administrative work has been done by 
the volunteer workforce from their own 
home offices off-site, but with the ongo-
ing growth and needs for records storage 
an on-site administrative area and private 
space for confidential discussions is now 
essential. The new extension was built by 
Brent Casbolt and LC are very pleased 
with outcome.

Another project also nearly complete is 
an extension to the existing equipment 
shed – to add a small workshop area that 
can be used by the residents as well as the 
volunteers who deal with all maintenance 
issues at LC. This work is being done by 
Bud Prain.

These improvements are made possible 
in large part by the funding provided to 
LC by Prom Aged Services Fund Raising 
Inc (PASFRI), and the great group of vol-
unteers who assist PASFRI in the opera-
tion of the Op Shop in Foster. 

LC is also progressing its development 
plans for the construction of a further five 
new units in stages over the next 10 years 
or so. They are hopeful of completing an 
initial stage for a further two or three units 
in the next two to three years.

LC has a great group of volunteers 
who deal with all issues that arise where 
tradesmen are not required, and the resi-
dents also chip in to help wherever they 
can. As all administration and most of the 
maintenance is done by community volun-
teers this means that maximum funds are 
available for further improvements at the 
village for current and future residents.

Surrounded by natural bushland on two 
sides, and only 300 metres from the cen-
tre of town, residents can enjoy all Linton 
Court has to offer whilst remaining close 
to the services that matter.

Anyone interested in learning more 
about Linton Court can call the honorary 
manager Lloyd McKenzie on 0439 559 
579, or have a look at the Linton Court 
website at lintoncourt.com.au.

A view of the inside of the new Linton 
Court administrative area.

Further works completed 
at Linton Court

Rose Lodge sets the standard in aged care

Staff and residents come together at Rose Lodge. From left: Michelle Denman, Louisa 
Sibley, Nicole Hrvatin, Daphne Nelson, Rae Haines, and Carolyn Thompson. W03_2325

FOR many, the decision to 
move into aged care can be 
filled with uncertainty. For res-
idents like Lorraine and Hilda, 
their experience at Carinya 
has been one of support, com-
fort, and new beginnings.

Lorraine recently made the 
move into residential care, 
with her husband Clyde close 
by in the retirement village. 
Like many, she admits the 
transition took some adjust-
ment but was quickly reas-
sured by the welcoming envi-
ronment and caring staff.

“It was a bit hard to get 
used to at first, but everything 
is beautiful here,” Lorraine 
shared. “I can’t fault the staff; 
they’ve made the transition so 
much easier.”

One of the biggest benefits 
for Lorraine has been the 
relief from daily household 
tasks and managing medica-
tions. 

“I don’t have to think for 
myself as much, and that’s a 
comfort,” she said. 

The couple has also found 

peace of mind in knowing 
that Lorraine is well support-
ed, with Clyde feeling more at 
ease knowing his wife is re-
ceiving attentive care.

Lorraine has also found 
friendship within her new 
home, describing it as a 
“home away from home.” She 
enjoys taking part in daily ex-
ercise programs, which not 

only keep her active but help 
maintain a sense of routine 
and engagement.

“If anyone was thinking 
about moving into aged care, 
I’d tell them it’s a good place 
to be. It helps take away the 
stress of trying to manage ev-
erything on your own.”

Hilda, another resident at 
Carinya, found her way into 

aged care under difficult cir-
cumstances when her hus-
band became unwell. Moving 
into care gave her the support 
she needed at a challenging 
time.

“The caring staff and friend-
ly nurses couldn’t have done 
more for me,” she said.

For Hilda, the variety of 
activities offered has been a 
highlight, with favourites in-
cluding “Chase the Ace” card 
games, word games, and reg-
ular exercise classes. 

“And if I don’t feel like join-
ing in, that’s okay too, it’s al-
ways my choice.”

Both women speak highly 
of the warm, respectful, and 
supportive environment at 
Carinya. Their stories serve 
as a comforting reminder 
that aged care is not simply 
about receiving assistance, 
but about finding new con-
nections, peace of mind, and 
a sense of belonging.

Proving that aged care can 
be not just a place to live, but 
truly a place to thrive.

Finding comfort, connection and care at Carinya

Carinya personal care assistant Jade with resident Hilda. 
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169 Graham Street WONTHAGGI Phone 5672 1034

www.minersdispensary.com.au e: pharmacy@minersdispensary

Miners’ Dispensary

New Service...

Diabetes Educator

Opening hours: Monday to Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm

Saturday and public holidays 9am to 1pm

FREE
screening during

Diabetes Week

July 13-20 by our

experienced

pharmacists.

Alternatively,

make an

appointment

with Annette,

our diabetes

educator Mondays

to Thursdays.

Book via phone 5672 1034

or email pharmacy@minersdispensary.com.au
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169 Graham Street, Wonthaggi 
Ph 5672 1034  www.minersdispensary.com.au

Other services include:
• Free Meds Check®

•  Vaccinations – free 
Infl uenza, COVID, Shingles 
and Pneumococcal vaccines 
for eligible patients

•  Diabetes educator
•  CPAP hire and advice
•  Equipment hire

For more information speak to our friendly team

No packing 
fee for the fi rst 
2 weeks for 
new clients.

Webster-pak®
Let us help manage your medication with 

THE RIGHT DOSE AT THE RIGHT TIME  

AGED CARE &
RETIREMENT LIVING
Carinya offers aged care and retirement living in a warm,
welcoming community. Whether you need 24/7 support or to live
in a like-minded retirement village, Carinya is a place to feel safe,
connected, and at home.

03 5655 2125

info@carinyalodge.com.au

35 Carinya Crescent, Korumburra

y g g

AGED CARE &
RETIREMENT LLIIVVIINNGG
CCaarriinnya offers aged care and retirement living in a warm,

Aged Care
FOR over a century, Wonthaggi 

Miners’ Dispensary has stood 
as a pillar of community care. 
Originally founded to serve min-
ers and their families, the dis-
pensary has evolved to welcome 
all residents of Wonthaggi and 
surrounding areas – while stay-
ing true to its original purpose: 
providing accessible, high-quali-
ty healthcare.

“We were originally set up 
to benefit mine members and 
their families,” explains general 
manager and pharmacist Sally 
Cairnduff. 

“Since the mine closed, we’ve 
broadened our focus, but our 
commitment to the community 
has never changed.”

As a not-for-profit pharmacy, 
every dollar earned is reinvested 
back into the business or donat-
ed to local causes – from health 
services to sporting clubs and 
community events. 

With more than 4500 active 
members, the Miners’ Dispen-
sary offers a 10 per cent dis-
count on front-of-practice items, 
while continuing to support the 
region’s health and wellbeing in 
practical and personal ways.

One of the pharmacy’s stand-
out aged care services is the 
Webster pack system. These 
weekly blister packs clearly out-
line medication times – morning, 
afternoon, evening, and bedtime 
– across each day of the week.

“Webster packs are incredibly 
helpful for older patients, espe-
cially those managing multiple 
medications,” said Cairnduff. 

“They help prevent missed or 
double doses, reduce the risk of 
accidental overdose, and take 
the confusion out of complex re-
gimes.”

The benefits of Webster packs 
are far-reaching, particularly for 
older residents. They support 
improved medication adher-
ence by ensuring patients take 
the right medication at the right 
time, while also enhancing safety 
for those with memory issues or 
cognitive decline. 

The packs save time and of-
fer convenience for both carers 
and families managing daily 
routines. With regular pharma-
cist oversight – through weekly 
or fortnightly reviews – any 
potential issues such as drug 

interactions or duplications can 
be identified early. Ultimately, 
this system contributes to bet-
ter health outcomes and may 
help reduce hospital admissions 
caused by medication misman-
agement.

This system has proven espe-
cially valuable for aged care cli-
ents and their families. 

“It’s one of the most helpful 
tools we can offer to support 
older patients’ independence,” 
Cairnduff notes.

But Webster packs are just one 
of the many services the Miners’ 
Dispensary provides to support 
older residents.

“Our government-funded medi-
cation checks are also free to eli-
gible patients,” she adds. 

“They allow for a one-on-one 
review with a pharmacist, which 
is incredibly helpful in managing 
long-term health conditions.”

The pharmacy also offers a 
growing range of vaccinations, 
including influenza, COVID-19, 
shingles (free for over 65s), and 
pneumococcal (free for over 
70s). 

For those needing extra help at 
home, the dispensary hires out 
crutches, wheelchairs, and walk-
ers. And for patients managing 
diabetes, a visiting diabetes edu-
cator is available every Thurs-
day to provide tailored strategies 
and guidance on the latest tech 
and treatments.

“Everything we do is driven by 
the question: ‘Will this benefit 
our members?’ That’s how our 
board makes every decision,” 
Cairnduff said. “It’s about pro-
viding the best service we can.”

For those new to the area or 
unfamiliar with the Miners’ Dis-
pensary, Cairnduff extends a 
warm welcome.

“I’d urge them to come in and 
have a look around. We’re much 
more than just a pharmacy. The 
role of pharmacists has changed, 
and we’re doing our best to bring 
those expanded services into the 
community.”

Whether it’s through person-
alised medication support, 
preventative care, or hands-on 
service, the Wonthaggi Miners’ 
Dispensary continues to lead 
with care, compassion, and a 
commitment to better health – 
especially for older residents. 

Pharmacists supporting older residents independence

Pharmacists Sally Cairnduff and Michael Andrews ensure older 
patients get the support they need to stay well. W01_2325

Residents 
enjoy the good 

mushrooms
LLOYD McKenzie has been 

collecting mushrooms in sea-
son from his friend Paul’s or-
ganic farm property near Fos-
ter and providing them to the 
Linton Court Retirement Village 
residents and others for over 40 
years – and he definitely knows 
which ones are the good ones.

Though the local field mush-
room season has been very late 
this year, the mushrooms have 
been very prolific in the last six 
weeks or so with Lloyd making 
a delivery to retirement village 
residents on Sunday, June 8. 

Lloyd has got so many mush-
rooms this year that his wife has 
told him she does not want to see 
another one for the rest of the 
year. Lloyd highlighted that it now 
takes longer to deliver the mush-
rooms to his many “customers” 
than it does to pick them.

*Important: Victorians are re-
minded to be vigilant, with poi-
sonous mushrooms present at 
this time of year, this includes 
death cap mushrooms and 
yellow-staining mushrooms. 
The Victorian Chief Health Of-
ficer Dr Christian McGrath has 
urged people to not pick and 
eat wild mushrooms unless 
they are an expert, and to re-
move wild mushrooms in their 
home gardens wearing gloves 
and carefully placing them in-
side a bag before disposing of 
them in landfill rubbish bins. 
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Aged Care

LAST Wednesday the Gov-
ernment announced they 
would delay implementing 
changes into the Aged Care 
Sector until November, rather 
than the scheduled July 1, to 
allow a smoother transition 
and ensure aged care users 
are fully informed. 

It was the same morning 
Laura Corbett from La Trobe 
Community Health Service 
was holding a free session on 
Home Care Packages at the Le-
ongatha Library.

“There will be lots of changes 
and they will happen quickly,” 
commented Laura, who ad-
mits the organisation are not 
entirely sure how the system 
will work once changes have 
been implemented. 

Laura explained the major 
changes that would, however, 
be made to Home Care Pack-
ages, namely that there will be 
increased fees for some ser-
vices for all new users as of 
November. 

There are currently two dif-
ferent home care packages, 
one is called a Commonwealth 
Home Support Program in 
which people receive entry 
level services which includes 
domestic and garden services. 

There is no fee and the cli-
ent does not get a choice about 
who provides the service. This 
program will be phased out by 
2027, under the new legisla-
tion.

While the other is called 
Home Care Packages which 
will have a name change to 
Support at Home Packages. 

Clinical services such as 
nursing and allied health will 

remain free for all users under 
the changes. 

However, all other services, 
such as domestic and garden 
care, personal care, transport 
and OT, shopping and meals, 
for example, will all incur a 
fee. 

Fees will depend on services 
and will be between five and 
17.5 per cent of the total pack-
age funding for full pension-
ers, between five and 50 per 
cent for part pensioners and 
between 50 and 80 per cent 
for self-funded retirees.

Four new levels of service 
are being introduced, taking it 
to a total of eight Support at 
Home Packages, with funding 
increasing by $20,000 for the 
highest level.

Under the changes, amounts 

will be paid quarterly and the 
accumulation of funding for 
larger items or services will 
no longer exist and will be 
planned for at the assessment 
stage. 

Currently, a Care Advisor 
takes care of client packages 
and provides professional 
advocacy for the client, plans 
needs, completes monthly 
check-ins, yearly reviews and 
manages funds.

When changes come in, the 
Care Advisor role will no lon-
ger exist and will be rolled into 
the package funding them-
selves. 

“How that’s going to work, 
we don’t know,” said Laura. 

“There will only be package 
fees rather than care manage-
ment fees.”

Laura advises all elderly to 
register for myagedcare to get 
ahead of the queue for when 
they might need to take up 
a package, as it can take be-
tween three months and two 
years for them to be imple-
mented depending on priority.

If someone has pre-regis-
tered, care can start within 
two weeks. 

The initial phone call can 
take a couple of hours and 
there will be many questions. 
Laura advises to have Medi-
care card, medical conditions 
and tasks no longer able to be 
performed at the ready. 

Once registered a referral 
will be made to an organisa-
tion and an appointment for a 
phone or face-to-face assess-
ment will take place. 

Stan, Robert and Colin at the free Home Care Packages session held at the Leongatha 
library with Laura from La Trobe Community Health Services. ob01_2325

Aged Care Packages set to change under delayed reforms

IF YOU’VE been consider-
ing a lifestyle change, now’s 
the perfect time to act. Park 
Lane Living’s Wonthaggi com-
munity has just released its 
highly anticipated Stage 4, 
with only 11 sites available. 

Two brand-new homes 
starting from $315,000 are 
already under construction 
and set for completion mid-
2025, while the remaining 
nine sites are available to se-
cure off-the-plan. It’s an ex-
citing opportunity to down-
size without compromise 

and join a vibrant, welcom-
ing community designed for 
over-55s.

Park Lane Living isn’t just 
about homes, it’s about free-
dom, community, and smart 
living. Their No Exit Fee poli-
cy means when it comes time 
to sell, you keep 100 per cent 
of your home’s value, includ-
ing any capital gains. Un-
like many communities that 
charge a Deferred Manage-
ment Fee (DMF) of up to 20 
per cent on sale price, Park 
Lane Living believes your 

investment should stay yours 
– no strings, no surprises.

The benefits don’t stop 
there. With discounted elec-
tricity rates, reduced mainte-
nance costs, and no council 
rates or water usage charges, 
living costs are significantly 
lower. Plus, the land lease 
model – where you own your 
home and lease the land – of-
fers a modern, cost-effective 
approach, with many resi-
dents paying around $72 per 
week after rent assistance 
and savings.

Park Lane Living is also pet-
friendly, so your furry friends 
are more than welcome. With 
well-maintained grounds, 
friendly neighbours, and 
shared facilities, life here is 
as social as it is secure.

Don’t miss your chance to 
be part of Wonthaggi’s thriv-
ing community. Call Donna 
on 1300 300 425 today to 
learn more and secure your 
ideal site in Stage 4.

Life’s better when you feel 
financially free – and your 
four-legged friend agrees!

Downsize smart in Wonthaggi
Four-legged friends are welcome too – Park Lane Living’s 

pet-friendly community means no one’s left behind!
Light-filled, thoughtfully designed homes await – experience 

the freedom and comfort of Park Lane Living today.

CARRIED out by someone they know 
and trust, elder abuse victims are often de-
scribed as the forgotten victims of domes-
tic violence, and Sergeant Mick Fawcett 
and the Family Violence Division of Bass 
Coast PSA (Police Service Area) are look-
ing to change that, giving voice and raising 
awareness for the senior members of our 
community. 

“(Older persons) can be particularly 
vulnerable,” Sgt Fawcett explained. “They 
can be facing cognitive decline, they can be 
more frail, and they may not have the best 
reflexes, which is why we have many differ-
ent ways of investigating elder abuse, sim-
ply because it can be very wide-ranging.”

The abuser can be a son or daughter, 
a grandchild, a partner, another family 
member, a friend or a neighbour. Often, 
Sgt Fawcett explained, the victim is depen-
dent on the abuser.

“The abuse can be financial – it can relate 
to inheritance – inheritance impatience 
and money children feel they are owed. 
Abusers can access bank accounts and 
take control of the victim’s finances. 

“It can be ageist – where the abuser pre-
vents the victim from making decisions 
about their own care. It can involve ne-
glectful care – rough handling, withholding 
medications and mobility aids.

“We know the victims are often depen-
dent upon the perpetrator and the victim 
can have feelings of shame, they can also 
feel like they will not taken seriously due to 
their age and if they have cognitive decline, 
including Alzheimer’s and dementia.”

Sgt Fawcett acknowledged that whilst it 
can be harder to investigate, particularly in 
cases where there is cognitive decline, po-
lice will always investigate, no matter what.

“Perpetrators can use these vulnerabili-
ties to their advantage, and in some cas-
es, the victim doesn’t even realise they’ve 
been a victim of abuse. That’s why it’s so 
important that if other family members or 
friends notice anything suspicious, they 
step up and speak with us.

“We look into the role of the child/carer – 
how do they care for the person? What role 
do they play in that person’s care?

“We look at the financials and work with 
the banks, has money been accessed from 
Super accounts – when it’s financial, the 
money trail will always lead to the perpe-
trator.”

The division has also found that elder 
abuse can be intergenerational, and can 
involve emotional or psychological abuse, 
neglect, physical, social and sexual abuse. 

“If victims, if other family or friends, 
neighbours have any concerns we urge 
them to reach out to local police,” Sgt Faw-
cett said. “If they notice unexplained inju-
ries – whether the individual is prone to 
falls or not, ask questions– do their inju-
ries match what has been reported? Some 
injuries can be explained, some cannot.”

As highlighted in the Sentinel-Times’ 
Men’s Health Week feature last week, com-
munity connections are vital, particularly 
as individuals get older.

“It’s important to have multiple points of 
contact in the community and within fam-
ily,” Sgt Fawcett said.

Not only does it mean more eyes and 
ears to protect you, but hopefully a larger 
support network when you need it most. 
The statistics show that four to six per cent 
of older people experience elder abuse.

“Have someone you trust to help you re-
port concerns; someone you can confide in 
if you feel something’s not right.”

The Bass Coast PSA is fortunate to have a 
dedicated Family Violence Division. If some-
thing doesn’t add up, don’t hesitate to ask 
questions – it’s never too late to speak up.

Community Groups: There are plenty 
of community groups across Bass Coast 
and South Gippsland, including men’s 
sheds, neighbourhood houses, the library, 
and more. There is also Phillip Island 
Senior Citizens Club, Leongatha Senior 
Citizens Centre, Wonthaggi Senior Citizens 
Club and Warrawee Seniors Club.

The forgotten 
victims of DV
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Downsize
your way.

Over 55s Lifestyle Living  •  www.parklaneliving.com.au

For more informaton or to organise a private inspection,
please call 1300 300 425 or visit www.parklaneliving.com.au

• No hidden fees
• Pet friendly
• On-site management

• Low deposit
• Staged payments
• Call us now!

COMMUNITY!
WONTHAGGI STAGE 4 RELEASE

We’re growing the
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Join the Bass Coast’s most well-established 
and friendliest community for over 55s. This

is an incredible opportunity to live in the 
heart of Park Lane Living Wonthaggi.

The first of our new homes are
currently under construction and will be 

ready to move in by late 2025.
Maybe you would like to purchase 

‘o�-the-plan’ to be a part of the process and 
add your own touches to your new home.

Don’t miss out! Lock in your site now with a 
small deposit and once you are ready to move 

to contract, you could be in your new home 
within 120 days of signing!

For more information about this exciting 
opportunity, please visit our website or

call Donna now on 1300 300 425. 
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AFTER two years of 
travelling around South 
Gippsland, the ArtCubes are 
making their way to Leon-
gatha.

South Gippsland Shire 
Council is excited to an-
nounce that the trio of por-
table creative spaces – the 
ArtCubes – will be installed 
in the eastern corner of 
the Woolworths (Safeway) 
carpark, near Council of-
fices and Bendigo Bank, 
from July 18 to October 29, 
2025.

During this time, Council is 
offering  month-long creative 
residencies in each ArtCube, 
providing a unique opportu-
nity for artists and creatives 
to showcase, create, and 
connect with the community.

South Gippsland Shire 
Council Mayor, John 
Schelling, said, after a long 
journey around the region, 
it’s great to see the ArtCubes 
make their way to Leon-
gatha.

“Like they have done time 
and time again, the Art-
Cubes will increase our 
community’s creativity and 
invite local artists to acti-
vate these unconventional 
artistic spaces in ways that 
know no bounds. I encour-
age all creatives to complete 
the expression of interest for 
a truly unique and exciting 
creative opportunity.”

Whether you’re a visual art-
ist, sound artist, performer, 
writer, photographer, or 
maker of any kind – we invite 
you to apply for an ArtCubes 
residency.

Each residency includes:
• �Use of an ArtCube to  

activate as a studio, gallery, 
or creative space.

• �A $600 monthly stipend 
per Cube.

• �Support from Council, in-
cluding induction, setup 
materials, and promotion-
al assistance.

• �Solar-powered facilities 
(with mains power avail-
able if needed).

Residencies are available 
during the following periods:
• �August 4 to September 1, 

2025.
• �September 1 to September 

29, 2025.
• �September 29 to Novem-

ber 6, 2025.
Artists are encouraged to 

propose engaging and in-
teractive uses of the space. 
While static installations are 
welcome, proposals with 
higher levels of public inter-
action will be prioritised.

Who Can Apply?
ArtCubes residencies are 

open to individuals and 
groups with a feasible cre-
ative proposal. Preference 
will be given to:
• �Leongatha-based creatives.
• �South Gippsland resi-

dents.
• �First Nations artists.
• �Young creatives (aged 18–

25).
All applicants must hold 

Public Liability Insurance up 
to $20 million. Council can 
provide guidance on this re-
quirement.

Applications close Monday, 
June 16 at 5pm. 

For more information and 
to apply for this exciting 
creative opportunity, please 
visit: southgippsland.vic.gov.
au/artcubes-leongatha.

HEARTKIDS and Siblings 
Australia have entered a new 
partnership to improve sup-
port for siblings of children 
impacted by childhood-on-
set heart diseases.

The partnership has a par-
ticular focus on those expe-
riencing grief following the 
loss of a sibling.

Through a signed Memo-
randum of Understanding 
(MoU), both organisations 
have committed to working 
together to provide compas-
sionate, coordinated sup-
port to families across Aus-
tralia.

The partnership will 
strengthen referral path-
ways, promote access to 
specialist resources and 
create new opportunities 
to co-design initiatives that 
address the unique mental 
health needs of siblings.

Siblings Australia brings 
more than two decades of 
experience in supporting 
children and young people 
who grow up alongside a 
brother or sister with dis-
ability or chronic illness.

HeartKids, as the only na-
tional not-for-profit solely 
focused on people impacted 
by childhood-onset heart 
disease (CoHD), provides 
practical, emotional and 
peer support from diagnosis 
through to adulthood and 
beyond. 

“When a child is diagnosed 
with CoHD, the impact ex-
tends across the entire fam-
ily – especially siblings. This 
partnership strengthens our 
ability to support those who 
may not always be front and 

centre but are deeply affect-
ed. By working together with 
Siblings Australia, we’re 
helping ensure that siblings 
have access to specialised 
support they need and de-
serve,” HeartKids CEO Mar-
cus Sandmann said.

The agreement includes 
mutual promotion of ser-
vices, the establishment of 
referral processes, and joint 
collaboration on research, 
forums and campaigns.

Resources developed 
through this partnership 
will be informed by lived 
experience and delivered in 
ways that are accessible and 
appropriate to the needs of 
siblings across different life 
stages.

“Siblings often carry quiet 
grief and unspoken worry 
when a brother or sister 
faces serious illness. This 
partnership ensures their 
experiences are not invis-
ible. Together, we can cre-
ate space for their stories, 
support their healing and 
recognise their vital place 
within the core of the fam-
ily,” Siblings Australia CEO 
Dr Shannon Schedlich said.

This partnership reflects 
a shared commitment to 
ensuring that the needs of 
siblings are not overlooked 
during times of hospitalisa-
tions, loss and beyond.

By combining the reach 
and expertise of both organ-
isations, the initiative aims 
to reduce isolation, improve 
mental wellbeing and pro-
vide a stronger safety net for 
families navigating the com-
plex realities of CoHD. 

New partnership supports
siblings of children with CoHD

ArtCubes coming to Leongatha

Basketmaking teacher and fibre artist Meg Viney with some of her students, Glen, Deb, Jen, Ann and 
Dot whose work is on display at Inverloch Community Hub. A12_2325

Local basketry exhibited at 
Inverloch Community Hub
WITH inspiration from local fi-

bre artist Meg Viney, an enthusias-
tic group of people new to basket 
making used their learned tech-
niques to create a variety of basket 
types, their work now on display 
at the Inverloch Community Hub.

Such has been the success of the 
sessions, in which participants 
use natural materials from the en-
vironment to create their baskets, 
Inverloch Community House is 
keen to start a monthly basketry 
group under Meg’s guidance.

Meg described the different kinds 
of baskets made over the weeks.

Twig baskets are easy to dis-
tinguish with twigs poking out 
the top, some with closed tops 
and some open, closed examples 
sometimes resembling the home of 
a case moth, twigs being the pre-
dominant material used in their 
construction.

“A melon basket is basically two 
circles cross linked and then woven,” 
Meg said, pointing out some of the 
melon-shaped examples on display.

“They’re made out of flexible 
grasses and twigs,” she explained, 

those flexible grasses including 
Cumbungi (Papyrus), Red Hot Pok-
er, and flax.

Random weave baskets were the 
next style tackled.

“You start with a couple of circles 
and then you weave randomly in 
and out until you’ve got a shape you 
like,” Meg said, an example featur-
ing circles made with willow sticks, 
raffia being used in the construc-
tion process before being removed.

Pine needles exhibit intricacy, 
literally made with pine needles 
stitched with raffia derived from 
raffia palm trees in Madagascar.

“You start off with a tiny circle 
and then you keep building out un-
til you’ve got the base the size you 
want and then you stitch upwards 
until you’ve got the height that you 
want,” Meg said of the approach 
taken to create pine needle baskets.

Her basket-making sessions have 
been attended by a total of about 
15 students.

Dot Kiantos of Inverloch is one 
of those learning new skills, saying 

she enjoys the creativity.
“You appreciate people’s work 

now,” she said of understanding 
what the basketmaking process 
entails.

Meg remarked that learning how 
to use the materials around you 
helps you experience the environ-
ment with a different awareness.

Her basket making sessions have 
been part of the Community Art 
Project at Inverloch’s Warrawee 
Seniors Club that was run with 
the support of a $2000 Quick Re-
sponse Grant through Bass Coast 
Shire Council.

While Meg also ran classes in felt-
making, papermaking and print-
making, others came on board to 
teach other artistic skills.

Kate Stuart taught students to 
work with clay, while Susan Hall 
ran painting sessions.

For those keen to see the ingenu-
ity of the basket making group, the 
Inverloch Community Hub is open 
between 10am and 4pm seven 
days a week with an official launch 
and meet the artists this Friday, 
June 13 at 3.45pm.

By Andrew Paloczi

IT WAS every foodie’s dream on 
Sunday as Loch held their annual 
food and wine festival in weather 
that was near perfect.

Predicted to rain and with a raft 
of red umbrellas on hand, organ-
isers and festival goers were re-
lieved to find it was actually sun-
ny on the morning of the festival 
and while heavy clouds threat-
ened rain, it stayed dry.

The biggest problem attendees 
had, was what to try first and 
then what to try next.

Over 50 food vendors includ-
ing local restaurant pop-ups and 

international street food vans 
enticed festival goers with an ar-
ray of mouthwatering smells and 
dishes from across the globe.

With sweet treats like fresh cin-
namon doughnuts, crepes, poffer-
tjes, danishes, cannoli, cupcakes 
and savoury dishes like paella, 
pasta, Thai street food, American 
BBQ, Vietnamese delights, dump-
lings, bratwurst, it was a delight-
ful struggle.

Then what to drink with each 
dish?

An array of wine, beer and 
spirits from South Gippsland  

wineries, breweries and distill-
eries was on offer, with the mak-
ers on hand to discuss the nu-
anced facets of their craft with 
anyone interested. 

A kid’s corner with farm ani-
mals and fair rides kept the little 
ones happy and live music cre-
ated a fun-filled festival vibe. 

After getting their fill at the fes-
tival many headed to the Loch 
Winter Market to peruse the other 
local makers, bakers and crafters 
wares before exploring everything 
else the historic Loch village has 
to offer. 

Loch Food & Wine Festival a succulent success

Wendy, Tash and Cheryl from South Gippsland 
Wines were happy to talk about their varietals with 
new and existing customers. ob41_2325

Tim Smith, Julie Wallace, Phill Dempster and 
Eileen Tanaka from Burra Brewery were enjoying 
selling lots of beer to lots of people in weather that 
was pretty perfect. ob40_2325
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HEALTH WELLNESSHEALTH WELLNESSand

NOTWITHSTANDING the stunning au-
tumn and drought conditions, the days 
have remained unseasonably warm. 

Surfers, myself included, continue to 
grace the coastal beaches taking full ad-
vantage of this beautiful weather. 

As the daylight hours become shorter, 
the nights chillier and the smell of log fires 
permeates the air, it’s important to take 
preventative measures to stay healthy. 

Reputed to be the season of colds and 
flu, strengthening the immune system is 
key. 

Think about seasonal produce and 
vitamin-rich foods, such as oranges and 
mandarins which provide natural defence 
against viruses. Add in dark leafy greens 
and herbal teas for vital nutrients for di-
gestion and viral resistance. 

Personally, I look forward to bowls of 
steaming hot soup served with cheesy 
bread, root vegetables roasted with garlic 
and a rich cocoa sauce cascading out of a 
hot velvety chocolate pudding.  

*Should you have the sniffles or a sore 
throat, natural remedies that can help 
ease symptoms and support your body’s 
healing process include:

Ginger, lemon and honey in hot water is 
gentle for a sore throat.

Ginger: Anti-inflammatory and antiviral 
properties. 

Garlic: Antimicrobial effects may help 
fight off viruses.

Honey: A natural cough suppressant 
that soothes the throat and reduces irrita-
tion.

Elderberry: Antiviral properties help re-
duce the severity and duration.

Echinacea: Used to boost the immune 
system and potentially shorten the dura-
tion.

Saltwater gargle: Helps reduce throat ir-
ritation and clear out bacteria.

Steam inhalation: A few drops of euca-
lyptus oil in hot water can help open nasal 
passages and ease congestion.

Rest and hydration: Stay warm, drink 
plenty of fluids, and get adequate rest are 
essential for recovery.

Stay hydrated, as winter air can be dry-
ing.

It goes without saying to wear warm 
clothing, including natural fibres from 
wool and fleece to regulate body temper-
ature. Cosy socks, gloves, scarves and 
beanies keep hands and fingers toasty but 
remember to get regular sunlight expo-
sure. Consider a Vitamin D supplement to 
combat Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD) 
and mood balance.

Despite the chilly air, maintain an exer-
cise routine to keep circulation flowing, 
prevent stiffness and avoid weight gain. 

Winter can also be a time of introspec-
tion, making it ideal for reflection and 
journaling. 

Consider meditation, reading a paper-
back novel or pursuing a creative interest 
when the rain and wild winds keep you 
indoors. 

In my opinion, sitting beside an open fire 
or gazing into a candle flame, whilst snug-
gling under soft blankets, surrounded by 
the warming aromas of ginger, cinnamon, 
and clove in an air diffuser, is the best. 

Winter, rather than being something to 
‘endure,’ is a season of transformation 
and rest. 

By nurturing yourself in alignment with 
nature’s rhythms, eating well, and main-
taining a good social support network, 
you will be ready for the renewal that 
spring brings.

*Always check with your medical prac-
titioner for advice.

Winter 
Wellness
By author Claire Chitty

CONVERSATION
with Clairewith Claire

Removing the stigma surrounding men’s mental health
IN A time when men’s 

mental health is being more 
openly spoken about across 
Australia, the Phillip Island 
Boardriders Club (PIBC) 
is proving that community, 
connection, and the ocean 
can be powerful tools for 
healing and resilience.

For decades, PIBC has 
been a cornerstone of Phil-
lip Island’s surf culture 
and longest-running club in 
Australia – not just a place 
to compete, but a home 
for generations of young 
men (and women) to find 
rhythm, purpose, and be-
longing. Now more than 
ever, this role has taken on 
deeper meaning.

“We’ve seen it firsthand,” 
said president Jake Eisen. 

“There have been tough 
times over the past few years 
– moments when our PIBC 
community has banded 
around young men and fam-
ilies who were struggling.”

The waves around Phillip 
Island are more than a play-
ground – they are therapy. 
For many young men, espe-
cially those navigating life’s 
uncertainties, surfing offers 
a sense of routine and pur-
pose.

“There’s something pow-
erful about shared experi-
ences in the ocean,” said 
PIBC committee member Jo 
O’Reilly Stubbs. 

“As a coastal community 
and grassroots board rid-
ers club, we’re here for each 

other and our families – and 
that’s what creates commu-
nity resilience.”

In response to recent 
mental health challenges 
and the devastating impact 
of suicide within the local 
surf community, PIBC will 
be hosting a specialty surf 
event in October focused 
on raising awareness for 
mental health in the region. 
The day will combine com-
petitive surfing with an MC, 
wellbeing activities, and 
a chance for the broader 
community to show up and 
support each other.

Recognising the value of a 
holistic approach to wellbeing, 

PIBC also offers yoga for surf 
performance, mindfulness, 
and mental health, open to 
both club members and the 
wider community.

Led by Dominique Saler-
no, the affordable sessions 
are held at the newly reno-
vated PIBC clubhouse, 
providing a safe, welcom-
ing space for everyone to 
breathe, stretch, and recon-
nect – both physically and 
mentally.

PIBC runs yoga classes on:
• Mondays from 6pm to 7pm
• Tuesdays from 6pm to 7pm
•  Thursdays from 9.30am to 

11am
• Fridays from 6am to 7am

Prices: $15 for non-mem-
bers, and $10 for PIBC mem-
bers.

All levels are welcome, 
from first-time yogis to sea-
soned surfers looking to en-
hance their performance and 
focus.

Dominique brings a calm, 
grounded energy that’s made 
a real impact, with partici-
pants saying the sessions help 
them feel “lighter,” “stronger,” 
and “more in control” both in 
and out of the water.

PIBC’s 25/26 competition 
season will begin after the 
next AGM, the AGM date is 
due to be announced next 
month. 

Phillip Island Boardriders Club members Blake Green, Dylan Thomas James, PIBC 
President Jake Eisen, and Tate Russell raise awareness for Men’s Mental Health Week. 
Photo: Geoff Russell. 

AGE-RELATED macular 
degeneration is the lead-
ing cause of serious loss 
of eyesight for people over 
50 according to a world-
renowned authority on 
age-related macular degen-
eration Professor Robyn 
Guymer AM.

Deputy Director of the 
Centre for Eye Research 
Australia, Professor 
Guymer AM was joined by 
Associate Professor Rick 
Liu (CERA) at a Lions Eye 
Health fundraising dinner 
in Wonthaggi.

Inverloch Lions President 
Max Dusting welcomed Li-
ons District Governor Ian 
Davies and other Lions 
Club dignitaries before in-
troducing the MC for the 
evening Louise Martin Li-
tchfield Director of Inver-
loch Community Bank Ben-
digo.

Sharon Oates, a passion-
ate advocate for the Lions 
Ride for Sight and a mem-
ber of Team Sisters (the 
Willmott girls), paid tribute 
to the work of Professor 
Guymer and Associate Pro-
fessor Liu.

“Our parents, Colin and 
Pam Willmott both suffer 
from Age-related Macular 
Degeneration (AMD),” said 
Sharon.

“Dad is legally blind and 
has been for 10 years with 
the dry form of AMD called 
Geographic Atrophy (GA).

“Mum has the wet form 
and fronts up for injections 
every six to eight weeks.”

Professor Liu spoke on 

the research being under-
taken to transform the 
clinical management of 
wet AMD from injections 
into an eye drop as part of 
groundbreaking gene-ther-
apy research which could 
one day eliminate the need 
for frequent eye injections.

“It’s incredibly exciting for 
Mum,” said Sharon Oates.

Aiming to donate $50,000 
this year to the Centre of 
Eye Research Australia 
(CERA) Team Sisters began 
their impressive fundrais-
ing journey three years ago 
raising a record-breaking 
$30,000 in their first ride.

All funds raised go direct-
ly to CERA which is ranked 
among the top five ophthal-
mology research centres in 
the world and is entirely 

reliant on donations.
Because of the strong 

family history, Professor 
Guymer offered to look into 
the eyes of Sharon and her 
three sisters when they vis-
ited CERA in Melbourne.

“We all have early stages 
of AMD with my eyes being 
the worst,” said Ms Oates.

The 31st Lions Ride for 
Sight was held in May and 
was Team Sister’s best ef-
fort yet.

“To date we have raised 
a whopping $43,200,” said 
Sharon.

Team Sisters have raised 
over $100,000 since their 
first ride three years ago 
an amazing effort with all 
monies raised going direct-
ly to CERA for eye health 
research.

The Willmott sisters fun-
draise for CERA because 
they believe in the power of 
research.

“If we can help stop some-
one else from losing their 
sight it’s worth every kilo-
metre.”

Lions District 201V3 
began raising money for 
CERA over 20 years ago 
through Lions Ride for 
Sight an annual multi-day 
endurance cycling event in 
Gippsland.

Sharon Oates thanked 
sponsors Yulong Invest-
ments, Elders Australia, 
The Community Bank of 
Inverloch, Bass Coast Em-
broidery & Printing and 
Bass Coast Printing, and 
also acknowledged a grant 
of $2000 from the Inver-
loch Community Bank to 
the Inverloch and District 
Lions Club to assist with 
the running of the evening’s 
function.

“One in seven Australians 
over the age of 50 have 
signs of AMD and a sig-
nificant number of those 
people will become legally 
blind,” said Ms Oates.

“We are blessed to have 
the Centre for Eye Re-
search in Melbourne which 
is ranked in the top five 
ophthalmology research fa-
cilities in the world.”

For more information 
about fundraising for CERA 
email community@cera.
org.au or call 1300 737 
757 to speak to a member 
of the CERA Philanthropy 
& Fundraising Team.

Lions Community Eye Health awareness and fundraising dinner

Associate Professor Rick Liu, Sharon Oates and Deputy 
Director of the Centre for Eye Research Australia (CERA) 
Professor Guymer AM at the Inverloch & District Lions 
Club Eye Health Night in Wonthaggi. B27_2225
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218 White Road, North Wonthaggi VIC 3995 
0415 386 657 | info@wonthaggialliedhealth.com.au

We support the

PAEDIATRIC & ADULT PHYSIOTHERAPY 
NDIS SUPPORT WORKERS & NURSES 

ALLIED HEALTH ASSISTANCE 
CLINICAL EXERCISE & PILATES 

REMEDIAL MASSAGE 
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST & DIETICIAN COMING SOON

OPEN MONDAYS - FRIDAYS | 9AM TO 5PM
218 White Road, North Wonthaggi      (03) 5672 1487
info@wonthaggialliedhealth.com.au    wonthaggialliedhealth.com.au

Accepting Private Health, 
NDIS participants, Home Care 

Package clients, TAC/Workcover

NOW OFFERING NEW SERVICES! 
Our commitment is your health that’s why we have extended our team.
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Lucas Beth Evline Sophie
Occupational Therapist Exercise Physiologist Dietician Massage Therapist

HEALTH WELLNESSHEALTH WELLNESSand
WONTHGAGI Allied Health 

Centre offers a variety of health-
care services including physio-
therapy, hand therapy, exercise 
physiology, allied health assis-
tance and dietetics.

The expert team of health 
practitioners at Wonthaggi Al-
lied Health Centre consist of 
physiotherapists, dietitians, oc-
cupational therapists, exercise 
physiologists, nurses and allied 
health assistants who are com-
mitted to providing exceptional 
care to their clients.

Several new team members 
have joined the team at Wonthag-
gi Allied Health Centre ensuring 
clients achieve their goals with 
the latest advancements and 
techniques.

Occupational therapist Lucas 
Neale provides client-centred as-
sessment and intervention for a 
range of functional challenges, 
with a special interest in upper 
limb rehabilitation including 
hand, wrist, elbow, and shoulder 
conditions.

Occupational therapy services 
include support for injury re-
covery, post-surgical rehabilita-
tion, custom splints and braces, 
waterproof casting, telehealth 
consultations, and goal-driven 
strategies to improve participa-
tion in daily activities at home, 
work, or in the community. Lu-
cas treats both paediatric and 
adult clients.

Another recent addition to the 
team at Wonthaggi Allied Health 
Centre is Beth Barrett an accred-
ited exercise physiologist (AEP, 

AES).
Graduating in Exercise Physi-

ology from Deakin University in 
2021, Beth has experience treat-
ing clients for musculoskeletal 
rehabilitation and injury pre-
vention, athletic development, 
strength and conditioning, and 
neurological and metabolic con-
ditions.

Exercise physiology services 
include health and fitness as-
sessments, individualised exer-
cise programs, management of 
chronic conditions, rehabilita-
tion after injury or surgery and 
exercise for mental health.

Accredited practising dietitian 

Evline Franco graduated with a 
Master of Dietetic Practice from 
Australian Catholic University 
and specialises in chronic dis-
ease management, heart disease, 
weight management, and general 
healthy eating.

Evline is passionate about 
translating the science of nu-
trition into practical, everyday 
strategies that empower her cli-
ents, whether it’s managing a 
medical condition, navigating 
food intolerances, or building a 
healthier relationship with food.

Dietetic services include 
healthy eating, managing nu-
tritional deficiencies, weight  

management or obesity, malnu-
trition or poor appetite and eat-
ing on a textured modified diet.

Massage therapist Sophie Whi-
teside is another new team mem-
ber currently studying a Bach-
elor of Health Science/Bachelor 
of Applied Science (Osteopathy) 
at RMIT.

Equipped with a thorough 
understanding of how the body 
functions and heals Sophie is 
dedicated to helping you move 
with confidence integrating her 
knowledge into massage therapy 
practices.

To further enhance recovery 
and holistic wellbeing Sophie 

provides dry needling, cupping, 
and therapeutic massage lay-
ing the foundation for more ad-
vanced manual therapies.

Wonthaggi Allied Health Cen-
tre is pleased to announce a new 
physiotherapist and exercise 
physiologist-led group exercise 
program specifically designed 
for individuals in the early stages 
of neurological conditions such 
as Parkinson’s Disease (PD).

This class draws on the evi-
dence-based principles of the PD 
Warrior program with a focus on 
high-intensity effort and task-
specific functional training.

The primary objective is to 
stimulate neuroplasticity and 
improve exercise capacity, cogni-
tive function, and quality of life 
through challenging and pur-
poseful movement.

Research increasingly sup-
ports the role of high-intensity 
exercise in not only managing 
but potentially slowing neurode-
generative changes.

Exercise has proven benefits 
in improving motor symptoms, 
cognitive function, and psycho-
social wellbeing in people with 
Parkinson’s and similar condi-
tions.

Wonthaggi Allied Health Cen-
tre is located at 218 White Road, 
North Wonthaggi.

For more information go to 
wonthaggialliedhealth.com.au 
or search for Wonthaggi Allied 
Health Centre on Facebook.

Phone 5672 1487 or email 
info@wonthaggialliedhealth.
com.au.

Meet the new team members at Wonthaggi Allied Health Centre

Wonthaggi Allied Health Centre has an expert team of physiotherapists, dietitians, occupational 
therapists, exercise physiologists, nurses and allied health assistants committed to providing 
exceptional care.
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Specialising in 
Older Adult Physio - 
keeping you 
independent, 
mobile and 
strong at home.

Physio at HomePhysio at Home
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SOUTH GIPPSLAND CHIROPRACTIC

SERVICES & ADJUNCTIVE THERAPIES

Non-force practitioner

21 Kenneth Street INVERLOCH Phone 5674 3666 by appointment

Norman Vradenburg

Doctor of Chiropractic

GENTLE EFFECTIVE 

TREATMENT FOR ALL AGES
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Gentle effective 
treatment 

21 Kenneth Street, Inverloch 
P: 5674 3666

for all ages

Norman 
Vradenburg

Doctor of 
Chiropractic

South Gippsland 
Chiropractic Services 

and Adjunctive 
Therapies

Non-Force Practitioner 
• NIS Practitioner

Cold Laser Therapy

HYPNOTHERAPY 
& COUNSELLING

CHILDREN and ADULTS
H Anxiety H Stress 

H P.T.S.D. H DEPRESSION
H Sports Performance H Achieve Goals 

H LOSE WEIGHT H STOP SMOKING
H Relationship Issues 
H I.B.S. H Addictions 

H PHOBIAS H Fertility Issues
Private Health Insurance Rebates available

Over 30 years experience 
in fertility health care

Call Danielle Aitken 
0409 332 052

Servicing Kilcunda and surrounding districts

LEARN Mind Body Techniques based 
on Science and Neuroplasticity
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HEALTH WELLNESSHEALTH WELLNESSand

DEMENTIA Training Australia (DTA) has 
introduced Australia’s first free National De-
mentia Education and Training Standards 
Framework aimed at improving outcomes 
for people living with dementia. The frame-
work was developed in response to the Royal 
Commission into Aged Care, ensuring that 
aged-care services, healthcare workers, and 
first responders have access to high-quality, 
consistent training, no matter their location, 
economic position or stage of career. 

The new Standards Framework offers a 
clear, structured approach that assists any-
one supporting a person living with demen-
tia in evaluating their existing knowledge, 
identifying gaps, and enhancing their skills. 

DTA launches Dementia 
Training Framework

‘LET’S talk Menopause’ 
was the topic of the forum 
delivered to a full house, 
last Thursday at the South 
Gippsland Hospital (SGH) in 
Foster. 

Special guest presenter Doc-
tor Sarah Whitburn, a Medi-
cal Director with a wealth of 
expertise in the area of sexual 
and reproductive health, de-
livered an informative session 
on perimenopause, meno-
pause and post-menopause.

While regional areas typical-
ly have less accessibility and 
availability to sexual health 
clinics and GPs specialising 
in women’s health, Dr Whit-
burn commented that this is 
slowly changing as more at-
tention, focus and funding 
is being placed on women’s 
health.

“We are talking about en-
dometriosis and pelvic pain 
– there is promised funding. 
There have been announce-
ments around education 
for GPs on menopause and 
menopause Medicare items to 
support a holistic health as-
sessment. There are numbers 
for improving our long-acting 
reversible contraception – 
used at times through peri-
menopause and menopause,” 
said Dr Whitburn.

“We’re talking about it. It’s 
in the media. There’s money 
promised. I just hope we can 
actually use it, but if it leads 
to empowerment and discus-
sion – it’s a great thing.”

Dr Whitburn discussed the 
stages of menopause and 
symptoms that can arise, 
pointing out that 20 per cent 
of women experience little or 
no symptoms, 60 per cent of 
women experience mild to 
moderate symptoms and 20 
per cent experience severe 
symptoms.

The onset of perimeno-
pause is typically 45 years of 
age and often spans a decade 
to 55 years of age. However, 
symptoms can start much 
earlier than this and go on 
for longer, with cyclic phases 
rather than linear.  

Perimenopause is catego-
rised as having irregular pe-
riods with gaps, and it is con-
sidered menopause when a 
woman (or person with a cer-
vix) hasn’t menstruated for 12 
months or more. 

Dr Whitburn explained that 
is like a reverse puberty – with 
hormones turning off rather 
than on and highs and lows 
can be experienced through 
this transitional period as es-
trogen, progesterone and tes-
tosterone levels all fluctuate. 

Indications of when to see 
a health professional is when 
there are prolonged heavy 
painful periods, symptoms 
are interfering with daily life, 
or there is new vaginal bleed-
ing after menopause – which 
can be a risk factor for cancer.

To help alleviate symptoms 
Dr Whitburn recommended 
changes to diet, regular ex-
ercise, decreasing intake of 
alcohol, decreasing stress lev-
els, getting family involved so 
they understand what’s going 
on and treatments such as 
hormone replacement ther-
apy, treatments for vaginal 
dryness and complementary 
therapies.

Having support at work and 
adapting reproductive leave 
policies can also help. 

Having good cardiovascular 
health is also important as it 
is the leading cause of death 
in women, yet is preventable 
and treatable. 

Dr Whitburn also com-
mented that she will only do a 
blood test for hormone levels 
for those under 45 experienc-
ing symptoms as they other-
wise fluctuate extensively be-
tween 45 and 55, so is not a 
reliable diagnostic tool.

A personal journey
Annie Terese  a local com-

munity member and Manna 
Gum Community House staff 
member spoke about the tri-
als and tribulations of her 
own personal journey going 
through menopause.  

Alongside the black summer 
fires, COVID, family upheav-
als and fluctuating symptoms, 
Ms Terese spoke about know-
ing something was wrong but 
not figuring it out until seeing 
the right health professionals 
and getting treatment. 

“Perimenopause is a win-
dow of vulnerability for wom-
en and when things happen 
you don’t cope as well. It is a 
time when past trauma revis-
its and further trauma dur-
ing this time only increases 
the impact,” said Ms Terese, 
recounting what a specialist 
said to her and added, 

“I think it’s really important 

that you understand that your 
family, your partners, your 
siblings, your friends, your 
children all have some idea of 
what’s going on with you. Hav-
ing these conversations and 
talking openly about it is the 
only way.”

Local services
Catherine Enter, the SGH’s 

Sexual Reproductive Health 
Clinic nurse of 21 years gave 
a rundown of the extensive 
services they offer. 

Including hour-long ap-
pointments, with kids and 
partners welcome to go along, 
self-screening services, a host 
of resources and a welcom-
ing, unhurried environment, 
at a cost of only between $10-
$20. 

Some of the menopause 
resources recommended by 
these experts include the 
Jean Hailes website and two 
books, Where Did My Libido 
Go? by Rosie King and Come 
as You Are by Emily Nagoski.

The event was a collabora-
tion between Gippsland Wom-
en’s Health, Sexual Health 
Victoria, South Gippsland 
Hospital  and  Mental Health 
and Wellbeing Local.

‘Let’s talk menopause’ forum at SGH

Catherine Enter, Annie Terese, Kate Graham and Dr Sara Whitburn shared information 
and personal insights on perimenopause, menopause and wellbeing at a well-attended 
forum in Foster last week.
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San Remo to do 
the heavy lifting

Nominate a mental health 
leader in your community

THIS year marks the 10th anniver-
sary of the Australian Mental Health 
Prize – a decade of recognising impor-
tant Australians changing lives through 
their work in mental health.

From researchers and clinicians to 
lived experience leaders and local com-
munity advocates, past recipients have 
helped shape policy, challenge stigma, 
and deliver better mental health sup-
port across Australia.

Yet significant challenges still remain. 
Mental ill-health continues to affect 

one in five Australians each year, with 
young people, Indigenous communi-
ties, and LGBTIQA+ individuals among 
the most impacted. 

Proven, community-led approaches 
and prevention still struggles for fund-
ing and recognition.

The Australian Mental Health Prize 
honours those creating real change – 
often quietly, and with great impact.

Nominations are now open across 
four categories: Lived Experience, Ab-
original or Torres Strait Islander, Pro-
fessional, and Community Hero.

I encourage you to nominate someone 
in  your community making a differ-
ence. 

Visit australianmentalhealthprize.org.
au. Nominations close July 23, 2025.

Adjunct Professor Sophie Scott 
OAM, Chair, Australian Mental Health 
Prize Advisory Group

YOU probably heard something 
about it last week, how residential 
development in Cape Paterson will no 
longer be allowed to extend beyond 
Seaward Drive.

But what’s going to happen, or 
more precisely, what’s not going to 
happen in Cape Paterson over the 
next 50 years is only a small part 
of what’s contained in the new Bass 
Coast Statement of Planning Policy 
(SPP) coming out of the State Gov-
ernment’s very long-winded Distinc-
tive Areas and Landscapes process 
for this area.

Far from just being a document that 
sets out where residential growth can 
take place in the shire’s 24 settle-
ments, indications from the 136-
page glossy brochure which accom-
panied the Planning Minister Sonya 
Kilkenny’s announcement last week, 
are that it will have a hand in almost 
everything we do here in the future.

From the self-determined transfer 
of decision-making powers to the 
Bunurong traditional owners, adap-
tation to climate change, rising sea 
levels and coastal erosion, and the 
establishment of strategic biolinks, 
to reducing agricultural run-off, stop-
ping access to some areas for fishing, 
providing community infrastructure 
such as public transport and new 
building envelope rules… it’s a lot!

And the jury is still out on the suc-
cess or otherwise of the government’s 
response to the DAL process.

For example, we’ve already seen 
what political intervention has done 
at Cape Paterson, where the Stand-
ing Advisory Committee could see no 
reason why “further urban develop-
ment will lead to adverse environ-
mental impacts on the land or the 
Bunurong Marine Park”.

But it’s a done deal now. Cape Pat-
erson will stay pretty much the way 
it is right now for the next 50 years, 
except for infill housing and where 
beach shacks are pulled down and 
replaced with updated homes.

There’s no doubt that the devil will 
be in the detail of the regulations 
rolled out for development and pro-
tection of our significant landscapes 
and we haven’t yet seen what exists 
beyond that glossy brochure.

But it’s mostly good news.
Housing growth will be directed 

towards Wonthaggi, the Waterline 
towns will be protected, as will Cape 
Woolamai, and while there’s modest 
expansion at Newhaven, in general 
terms, Cowes and Phillip Island must 
grow within existing limits.

The exception is San Remo which 
according to the independent plan-
ning panel, is going to be doing “the 
heavy lifting for the Phillip Island and 
lifestyle market” as available blocks 
there start to dry up.

San Remo will effectively be dou-
bled in size under the new scenario 
which extends the town boundary to 
Punch Bowl Road.

And while it’s good news they’re not 
allowing housing over the ridgeline to 
the south, towards the George Bass 
Walk, and are calling for more sen-
sitive development of housing in the 
new area than we’ve so far seen in 
San Remo; there’ll need to be some 
serious investment in infrastructure 
and community facilities before the 
flag drops on 900 additional homes.

And it’s also becoming obvious that 
$50 million to patch up the concrete 
cracks in the Phillip Island Bridge is 
not going to cut it.

It’s been the topic  
for generations

THERE is much talk and concern re-
garding Inverloch’s coastline.

I am over 90 years old, and I remember 
clearly when there was a jetty, people used 
to dive off that jetty.

That jetty was where there is now a car 
park, there was a stone wall all along the 
beach, we had fun walking along it.

We had school picnics each year at a 
shelter along towards Cape Paterson, 
well past the well-known “Pine Lodge” – 
this area is now all sanded up with much  
vegetation, water is a long way out.

I clearly remember older people slinging 
off when the clubhouse and bowling green 
were built, that those buildings would get 
washed away in years to come.

Surely there must be photos and records 
of those days somewhere. I know there are 
not many locals left like myself that can 
remember all this.

Name and address supplied

How times have changed,  
and not for the better

AS I grew up all the rainwater was 
caught, we had three tanks at the house, 
and overflow went to a machinery/tool 
shed. That overflow went to the cow shed, 
and that overflow went to a nearby dam.

Have a look around today’s huge  
buildings, car parks, roads, etc., rain just 

goes down the gutters to the sea, some-
times to a reservoir, and then we pay for 
what we use.

Very few people have a vegetable garden 
the blocks are too small, kids have to go 
to parks to run and play, and dogs are 
walked around the streets like the kids – 
“no room to play in their yards”.

How times have changed. 
One elderly friend said, “We eat outside, 

and the toilets are all inside.” 
Ha ha, how true.
Name and address supplied

Scrap the tax
I AM very disappointed that the local mem-

ber for Bass Coast, Jordan Crugnale, has 
voted “Yes “ to the Emergency Services Levy 

Politicians should represent and serve 
their community above their own agendas.

We are not responsible for the reckless 
spending of the State Government.

This tax is a cash grab that robs all of us 
directly or indirectly.

Some farmers have committed suicide 
as a result of this cash grab.

Shame on anyone who voted for this tax.
Small businesses ruined and Victorians 

punished unfairly and struggling finan-
cially.

Repeal this disgraceful tax now. Scrap 
the tax.

Pamela Tucker, Wonthaggi 

What is your go-to winter recipe?
Vox Pop

Jack Stephenson
Leongatha South
‘Tomato soup because it’s 
nice, warm and nourishing.”

Meg Viney
Inverloch
“Italian soup dinner because 
it’s got vegetables, meat, 
stock and cheese on top, it’s 
fabulous and very healthy and 
you won’t have room for a 
main course.”

Penni Ellicott
Leongatha
“Chicken and vegie soup with 
turmeric and lemon because 
it keeps the colds away and is 
healthy and hearty.”

Andrew Ross
Leongatha
“Chilli Con Carne because it 
is hearty with lots of chilli and 
is a good one to put in the 
freezer ready to heat on cold 
days.”

What do you think about the plan to double the size of San Remo?
Vox Pop

Donald Christou 
San Remo resident  
for 60 years
“I’m nearly 90, I’ll take it as 
it comes, it’s going to grow 
anyway. I’m not that worried. 
We could do with more shops 
though. You’ve got to go to 
Wonthaggi for the things they 
don’t have here.”

Mark Farrelly
San Remo resident  
for three years
“There’s lots of property for 
sale in the town now, but no 
jobs, no infrastructure and 
only one way in and out. 
They’ll need to put a lane on 
Phillip Island Road or there’ll 
be an even worse traffic 
snarl.”

Elle Karon
San Remo resident  
for three years
“We already get a lot of power 
failures. We don’t have the 
infrastructure. They need to 
improve the infrastructure first 
before they expand the town 
outwards.”

Alan McKinnon 
Newhaven resident  
for 30 years
“They don’t want any 
more development on the 
Island because the road 
system can’t handle it and 
VicRoads don’t want to build 
another bridge. They can 
use the sporting facilities at 
Newhaven.”
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Allan Pheeney, Brian Enbom and 
Matt Wiliams enjoying the Jumbunna 
Bush Market sausage sizzle. B01_2325

Frank Hirst and Peter Levy from 
the Strzelecki Lions Club helping 
to support the Loch Food & Wine 
Festival. ob30_2325

Andrew and Steph from Leongatha 
love coming to the Loch Food & Wine 
Festival. ob32_2325

Danny and Robyn from Korumburra 
have been to the Loch Food and Wine 
Festival every year and weren’t going 
to miss this one either. ob33_2325

Summer and Michael from 
Wollongong were down to visit family 
in Koonwarra and left the kids with 
their grandparents to check out the 
Loch Food & Wine Festival. ob34_2325

Nathan and Megan enjoy the 
Southern Lights Festival at Coal 
Creek. A08_2325

Milli and Julie run one of the bars 
at the Southern Lights Festival. 
A09_2325

Drouin’s Nicole and Madison Hinton 
enjoy a night out at the Southern 
Lights Festival. A10_2325

Diane and Bernard Sheedy of 
Leongatha relax at the Southern 
Lights Festival. A11_2325

Rod from Cape Paterson with friend 
Peter were easing into the day and 
keen to sample the diff erent fares on 
off er at the festival. ob35_2325

Paula, Ivy and Maddie at the Bush 
Market on the fi rst Sunday of each 
month in the Jumbunna Community 
Hall. B02_2325

Rene with Marilyn from New Zealand, 
who meet up once a year specifi cally 
in Loch so they can come and enjoy 
Gippsland’s best fare. ob36_2325

Camilla Wilson and Jenny Vidler 
from Jumbunna and Korumburra 
supporting the monthly Jumbunna 
Bush Market. B03_2325 

Asher with Dad Nathan are from a 
family of foodies and love sampling 
all the diff erent cuisines on off er. 
ob37_2325

Russell and Bettina Davies with her 
spinning and knitting at the monthly 
Bush Market in Jumbunna. B04_2325

Local Jen Cox enjoys basketmaking, 
being one of the students currently 
exhibiting their work at the Inverloch 
Community Hub. A07_2325

Sentinel-Times
>>> ORDER THESE AND OTHER PHOTOS 5672 1888

Pictures of you and your friends at the Jumbunna 
Bush Market, Southern Lights Festival, Basketmaking 

at Inverloch and the Loch Food & Wine Festival.

Sentinel-Times

Makaela, Sam, Darlene, and Ashlee from Nyora were looking forward to 

indulging in some good food. ob31_2325



36   |   WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11, 2025   |   SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES 

What’s on YOUR LOCAL GUIDE TO ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Kingswood is set to rock the Riverview 
Hotel in Tarwin on Saturday, 5 July.

Rockin’ the Riverview 
with Kingswood

AUSTRALIAN rock band Kingswood will 
bring their signature blend of country-in-
fused rock to the Riverview Hotel in Tarwin 
Lower on Saturday, July 5.

The Melbourne-based group promises 
an “eat your heart out good times country 
rock’n’roll extravaganza,” with big guitars, 
big harmonies and singalongs that are sure 
to leave a lasting impression.

Known for their energetic performances, 
Kingswood is no stranger to Gippsland – 
and no stranger to the Riverview either. 

“We’ve played the Tarwin pub before and 
had a ball,” the band said. 

“We even had our beer on tap behind the 
bar.”

Formed in 2007, Kingswood has released 
multiple studio albums and built a loyal fol-
lowing across the country. While they’ve per-
formed at major venues and festivals, they 
say regional gigs have a unique magic. 

“Regional shows have a special energy. 
The fans are a little more starved for live 
music than city folk, and they always bring 
a greater enthusiasm,” they said.

The band also had a message for locals 
ahead of their return: “Firstly, I hope they’re 
aware they live in one of the most beautiful 
parts of the world. It’s always a treat to visit 
and see a few familiar faces. We can’t wait to 
come back.”

The Riverview Hotel offers a family-friend-
ly atmosphere with classic and modern pub 
fare, C.U.B. beer on tap, live entertainment 
every weekend and a welcoming space for 
locals and visitors alike.

Pencil in this evening for what promises 
to be a lively night of music and community 
spirit. 

A MUSICAL extravaganza 
is heading your way when 
the South Gippsland Singers 
present “It’s Showtime!” on 
June 22 at the Dakers Centre, 
at 2pm in Leongatha. Their 
guest artists are Solace.

Solace is a nine-member 
vocal group based on the 
Bass Coast. They perform an 
eclectic mix of music, rang-
ing from early classical mu-
sic – the Renaissance and ba-
roque – to more recent music 
as well as folk and popular 
songs.

They sing in a diverse array 
of languages. Their music is 
mostly arranged by musical 
director Martin Cox who ac-
companies them on piano. 
They have collaborated with 
various local instrumentalists 
and will be performing with 
the local string group: Stringz 

Costero on July 6 at the Da-
lyston Hall.

Jennifer Holm (musical 
director) and Dorothy War-
ren (accompanist) choose 
the repertoire for the South 
Gippsland Singers and to cel-
ebrate the 60th anniversary of 

“The Sound of Music”, they 
have included a medley of 
choral highlights from the 
show.

Other familiar musical num-
bers are “Mack the Knife”, 
“Over the Rainbow” and “Lul-
laby of Broadway”. Two songs 

from “Wicked” are also fea-
tured – “Dancing Through 
Life” and “For Good”. 

Learning these newer works 
has been fun! 

The concert’s program con-
tains a few more wonderful 
musical numbers to entertain 
and delight!

A donation from the pro-
ceeds will go to the Leongatha 
RSL Club for the Kokoda 
Youth Leadership Challenge. 

All are invited to come along 
and enjoy a very stimulating 
musical Sunday afternoon.

Following the concert, please 
join the South Gippsland 
Singers and their guest art-
ists, Solace, for afternoon 
tea! There’ll also be a raffle 
so don’t forget your small 
change.

Admission price is $20 and 
children under 16 are free. 

It’s Showtime for South Gippsland Singers on June 22

Deep in rehearsals the South Gippsland Singers are 
preparing for “It’s Showtime” at the Dakers Centre on June 
22. Don’t miss out. 

Phillip Island Jazz 
Club presents 

Grenadilla Wood
THE name of the band Grenadilla Wood 

comes from the “Grenadilla Wood (Dalbergia 
Melanoxylon) from Mozambique. This type 
of wood has been used since the end of the 
19th century, the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury, and is quite possibly the most popular 
wood used in the making of clarinets. 

Graeme Pender of Grenadilla Wood will be 
performing live at the Phillip Island Bowling 
Club on June 15 from 2pm until 4.30pm 
and the Phillip Island Jazz Club recommend 
booking early for clarification on numbers. 

Performing in Grenadilla Wood are 
Graeme Pender on clarinet, Frank Carter on 
trombone, Peter Hooper on banjo, Peter Mc-
Intyre on sousaphone and Graham Michel 
on drums. 

Jill Boyce of the Jazz Club said, “We all re-
member the very talented Ashton Vaz, who 
also played on piano, and yes, it will be great 
to see Ashton performing once again.

“Last year Ashton Vas played the clarinet. 
Boy, was he great.” 

The Phillip Island Jazz Club are hoping 
that Ashton will play the clarinet in June for 
a couple of tunes.

Tickets are $20 for members and $25 for 
visitors.

For more information, please contact Jill 
Boyce on 0417 416 300. 

AHEAD of the upcoming 
Orchestra Victoria perfor-
mance at Gippsland Perform-
ing Arts Centre, the Senti-
nel-Times caught up with 
dynamic young conductor 
Carlo Antonioli to take audi-
ences behind the man whose 
centre stage. 

“I haven’t been to Gippsland 
before, so I’m most looking 
forward to exploring the re-
gion,” Carlo said. 

“I love discovering new 
towns, and especially bring-
ing beautiful music to region-
al audiences.”

Carlo’s love of music began 
at an early age, nurtured in 
a home filled with an eclectic 
range of sounds.

“While my parents weren’t 
professional musicians, I 
did grow up surrounded by 
music of one kind or anoth-
er – a broad range including 
rock, classical, jazz, or my 
dad fumbling around with 
a guitar. We also had an up-
right piano, which I started 
playing from a young age. 
But things really kicked off 
in high school. I had a really 
inspirational music teacher 
who engendered an eternal 
love and curiosity for music.”

Playing saxophone in the 
school band opened a whole 
new door for Carlo and the 
joy of making music in a 
group was unleashed.

When asked why he stepped 
into the conductor’s shoes, 
Carlos noted it would take 
far too long to answer com-
prehensively but did give a 
tasteful insight. 

“Conducting is quite a niche 
career, and nowadays there’s 
not really one well-defined 
path to get there. I gradu-
ally realised that my skill 
set – listening well, enjoying 
working in a team, analyti-
cal, wanting to create well-
structured interpretations of 
music – all aligned well with 
the role a conductor has with 
an orchestra. 

“I was given a small taste 

of what conducting was like 
when I was in high school, and 
from there, the idea that this 
was what I wanted to pursue 
professionally slowly grew.”

On the podium the feeling 
is exhilarating.

“Although I’m not making 
a single noise, it really feels 
like I’m part of the sound 
which I have to mould across 
the span of the performance. 
Conducting is a bit like be-
ing a coach of an elite sports 
team – you guide the overall 
vision and strategy, while giv-
ing space for the profession-
als to do what they do best. 
Bringing everything together 
after many rehearsals is a 
privilege of being a conductor 
– you get to see the big pic-
ture, from arguably the best 
seat in the house!”

Interpreting each piece is 
an intricate process, accord-
ing to Carlos.

“This is a fun process 
which starts with a lot of 

score study! I will pore over 
all of the scores for weeks 
before the rehearsals, so that 
I can understand how the 
pieces are constructed down 
to their smallest details, and 
then I’ll try and discover a 
compelling narrative arc that 
takes the listener through the 
piece. Often, I’ll play through 
the score at the piano as well. 
Rehearsal time with orches-
tras is always at a premium 
so everything needs to be fig-
ured out at home before the 
first rehearsal begins!”

And there are challenges…
“There are so many unique 

challenges a conductor faces, 
but probably the most im-
portant is to make sure that 
all of the musicians in front 
of you feel taken care of. We 
want to make sure that every-
one is able to perform at their 
best.”

For this concert, Carlos is 
particularly excited about Ar-
turo Márquez’s Danzón No.2, 

describing it as guaranteed to 
bring the house down. 

“There’s something for ev-
eryone in this program,” Car-
los explained. 

“A dramatic operatic over-
ture in the form of Verdi’s La 
Forza del Destino, a beauti-
fully meditative work by Aus-
tralian composer Ella Ma-
cens, Marquez’s party piece 
Danzon No.2, and then the 
sweeping majesty of Vaughan 
Williams’ Symphony No.5. 
Whatever it is you turn to mu-
sic for, you’re sure to find it 
somewhere in our program.

“I hope that the audience 
feel transported and moved 
by the beautiful music-mak-
ing of Orchestra Victoria!”

Don’t miss An Evening 
with Jacinta Parsons and 
Orchestra Victoria this Sat-
urday, June 14 at Gippsland 
Performing Arts Centre at 
6pm. For more information, 
visit Orchestra Victoria’s or 
GPAC’s websites.

From high school sax 
to Gippsland’s big stage

Get set for an exhilarating evening on Saturday as Orchestra Victoria under the baton of 
Carlos Antonioli take to the stage. 
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Celebrating 10 Years 2015-2025

JOURNEYS

UNE, 2025

2:00PM

YARRAM REGENT THEATRE

:THE FIRST

h a selection of Purcell, Faure &

Beethoven

Orchestral works:

thoven- King Stephen Overture

Symphony No.1

Barber- Adagio for Strings

Featuring

Gippsland Chamber Singers

$20 Conscession I $15 (Under 18 years)

7.30pm

www.basscoastculturalvenues.com
03 5671 2470
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THE Gippsland Symphony Or-
chestra (GSO) is celebrating a 
major milestone this month, with 
a special anniversary concert ti-
tled ‘Symphonic Journeys: The 
First’, to be held at the Yarram 
Regent Theatre on Sunday, June 
15, at 2pm.

The performance marks 10 
years since the orchestra’s inau-
gural concert in 2015 and will 
feature a program that revisits 
some of the original works played 
during that first event, including 
Beethoven’s ‘Symphony No. 1’ 
and ‘King Stephen Overture’. The 
concert will also include Barber’s 
emotionally charged ‘Adagio for 
Strings’ and vocal works per-
formed in collaboration with the 
Gippsland Chamber Singers.

Founder, president and con-
ductor David Williams OAM said 
reaching the 10-year mark with 
the orchestra was one of the 
proudest moments of his musi-
cal career.

“It’s one of the greatest achieve-
ments of my life as far as working 
in community music goes”, Wil-
liams said. 

“We started in 2015, and it’s be-
come a real passion project. No 
one gets paid. I don’t get paid. We 
all do it for the love of music.” 

Williams’ own journey into mu-
sic began in childhood and was 
shaped by a lifelong commitment 
to performance and education. In 
addition to establishing the GSO, 
he spent 35 years as a music 
teacher, having first trained as a 
carpenter before retraining.

“The love of teaching and seeing 
that ‘light bulb’ moment in stu-
dents – there’s just nothing that 
matches it,” he said. 

“They say if you find a job you 
love, you’ll never work a day in 
your life. That held true for me 
right up until I retired”.

The idea for the GSO first came 
to Williams after conducting a 
34-piece orchestra for ‘Phantom 
of the Opera’ with the Warragul 
Theatre Company in 2014. 

“I thought, we have a full or-
chestra here. Why not keep it go-
ing?” 

A few phone calls and text  

messages later, the Gippsland 
Symphony Orchestra was born.

Since their first concert with 
just 22 musicians and a mod-
est string section, the GSO has 
grown significantly, at times 
featuring almost 50 players on 
stage. For this upcoming perfor-
mance, around 35 musicians will 
take part, with members travel-
ling from across Gippsland – in-
cluding Bairnsdale, Wonthaggi, 
Inverloch, Metung, Warragul and 
Drouin. 

Bringing the orchestra together 
is no small task. Williams leads 
weekly rehearsals in Warragul 

over a seven-week period lead-
ing up to each concert and drives 
to Bairnsdale each Sunday to 
rehearse separately with East 
Gippsland players. A full group 
rehearsal typically takes place 
the week before each concert at 
Moe Town Hall. 

“We rehearse hard, but there’s 
such dedication. I challenge them 
musically, and they never let me 
down,” he said. 

“The commitment is incredible 
– and the camaraderie is just as 
impressive. There are no egos 
in this orchestra. Everyone sup-
ports each other.”

This year’s concert also marks 
a new chapter for the GSO as it 
welcomes the Gippsland Cham-
ber Singers, a recently formed 
vocal group based in Warragul. 
Their inclusion reflects the or-
chestra’s broader mission to 
showcase local talent. 

“One of the Chamber Singers 
also plays double bass with us 
and suggested the idea,” Williams 
said. 

“We didn’t have the space for 
them last year, but this concert 
was the perfect fit. We’ve always 
tried to feature local musicians 
– pianists, violinists, soloists – 
and we’re thrilled to include this 
group.” 

The choice to return to the Yar-
ram Regent Theatre was an easy 
one. “We’ve played there before 
and absolutely loved it,” Williams 
said. 

“It’s got the charm of an old-
style theatre, but the acoustics 
are incredible – better than many 
other venues we’ve used.”

For Williams, the magic of con-
ducting lies not only in the per-
formance but in the rehearsal 
process. 

“There’s nothing better than 
when the penny drops and the 
players suddenly feel confident. 
In one rehearsal, the violins 
played the Barber, and it was 
spellbinding. Moments like that 
are why I keep doing this.”

Tickets for ‘Symphonic Jour-
neys: The First’ are $25 for 
adults, $20 for concession, and 
$15 for those under 18. 

Conductor David Williams says he is “constantly in awe of how good the players are in Gippsland”.

Spellbinding sounds of Gippsland: GSO celebrates 10 years
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Saturday Afternoon 
Inti Khari (Men of the Sun) Argentinian Band

•Karavana Flamenca•

MUSIC FESTIVAL 2025
 A Community Event Supporting Acoustic Music in Wonthaggi BassCoast

IT’S BIGGER
Fri 4th, Sat 5th & Sun 6th July
 Music & Entertainment over 3 Days 

Invy Horn Jam Street Band 
Folk, Old Time, Flamenco, Irish, Blues, Bluegrass, Junior Acoustic

Workshops: Singing, Dancing, Tunes  
Bring your instruments – Jamming, Open Mic 

WonthaggiAcoustic 
Music Festival

wonthaggiacousticmusic

EVENING CONCERTS
Featuring

Friday: Strat and Lyndal 
          John Flanagan

Saturday: Bass Coast Pickers
and by popular demand return of 

•The Davidson Brothers•

Wonthaggi Town Hall 
18 Baillieu St East , Wonthaggi Victoria 3995

Tickets Trybooking: https://www.trybooking.com/CYEKU
Info: wonthaggiacousticmusicfestival@gmail.com

BYO nibbles, drinks & instruments 
for jamming opportunities.

,

WHEN SUN 15 JUNE 2025 @ THE INLET HOTEL, INVERLOCH 
2.30 PM 

ENTRY BY DONATION 

CLANCY’S PRINTING SERVICE, INVERLOCH COMMUNITY HUB, CASELLA AND 

CALABRIA WINES, NONNAS BAKERY, THE INLET HOTEL, SENTINEL TIMES

Bookings - 03 56741481

DALE RYDER (BOOM CRASH OPERA) 

    & TRISTAN ROSS
Supported By Eric Collier

RAISING AWARENESS TO VETERAN SUICIDE, 
HOMELESSNESS & ADDICTION ~ PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY:  

BY POPULAR DEMAND 

Veteran Advocacy
Centre,
Boronia

BACK -

What’s on YOUR LOCAL GUIDE TO ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

IT’S bigger and brighter than 
ever! The Wonthaggi Acoustic Mu-
sic (WAM) Festival 2025 is set to 
take over Wonthaggi from July 4 to 
6, promising three days of thrilling 
acoustic music and vibrant perfor-
mances.

Kicking things off on Friday 
night, the festival welcomes Strat 
and Lyndal with Jim Green to cre-
ate a crackling folky atmosphere, 
followed by the timeless harmonies 
and heartfelt lyrics of John Flana-
gan. It’s the perfect start to kick off 
the second festival after the inau-
gural event last year exceeded ex-
pectations!

Saturday will see the Invy Horn 
Jam parade through the streets of 
Wonthaggi, bringing infectious Afri-
can, Latin and jazz rhythms to life. 
It’s a morning not to miss – begin-
ning at Apex Park at 9.30am and 
making their way up McBride Ave-
nue to the Town Hall it’s a wonder-
ful opportunity for kids, families, 
young and old to follow along and 
join in the fun.

The excitement continues with 
a standout lineup of emerging 
and established talent. Young lo-
cal band Mojodreaming will bring 
their country-rock authenticity to 
the stage, while the crowd will be 
treated to a guest performance by 
Inti Khari (Men of the Sun), direct 
from Argentina with their Andean 
melodies. 

Karavana Flamenca, the 
Gippsland-based group that’s taken 
their exhilarating flamenco rhythms 
across the globe, will transport au-
diences to Spain and back with  

duelling guitars and soaring vocals. 
It’s a performance that will have the 
whole room dancing.

Did we mention open jamming?
Of course, Saturday night be-

longs to the award-winning Da-
vidson Brothers. With five Golden 
Guitars and a well-earned reputa-
tion in Australia’s bluegrass scene, 
these local legends promise a night 
of soaring harmonies and foot-
stomping tunes. They’re a crowd 
favourite and set to raise the Town 
Hall roof!

But it’s not just about the big 
names. 

Sunday brings a different energy 
with a gospel singing workshop led 
by Jacqui and Dani Paulson, fol-
lowed by an open jam session in-
viting everyone to join in the fun. 
In the afternoon, the festival will 
showcase the local WAM Band and 
Italian group Canti Populari, add-
ing a touch of European flair to the 
proceedings.

Whether you’re a long-time music 
lover, a closet singer or just keen 
to soak up the atmosphere, the 
WAM Festival has something for 
everyone, we haven’t even listed all 
the events here. Bring your instru-
ments, your friends, your dancing 
shoes, drinks and nibbles – and 
don’t miss your chance to join a 
celebration of music that keeps 
getting better. 

Remember it’s never too late to 
pick up that instrument.

For tickets and the full program, 
visit trybooking.com/CYEKU. Let 
the music take you away at WAM 
Festival 2025 – see you there!

The Wonthaggi Acoustic Music Festival is back bigger this July

Bass Coast Pickers will open Saturday evening ahead of the Davidson Brothers.

Strat and Lyndal kick off the festivities on Friday, July 4 from 6.30pm.
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Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club, 75 Graham Street
Come and join in the laughs at South Coast FM Bingo

 RAFFLES  DOOR PRIZES 

JA
21

48
6

WEDNESDAY 1pm - 3pm
THURSDAY 7pm - 9pm

WONTHAGGIWONTHAGGI

10.30am SUNDAY 15th JUNE

AN UNFINISHED FILM

Director  Xiaorui  convinces  his  cast  and

crew  to  resume  the  shooting  of  a  film

halted ten years earlier. 

In  January  2020,  with  the  shoot  almost

complete,  rumours  regarding  an  illness

begin to circulate. 

General public welcome.  Members Free Entry!

 @ THE UNION THEATRE

96 Graham Street, Wonthaggi.

Check the website for more info:

basscoastfinefilmgroup.weebly.com

What’s on YOUR LOCAL GUIDE TO ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

PREPARATIONS continue for Leon-
gatha Lyric Theatre’s upcoming ener-
getic show, Footloose, props manager 
Beck Stoops is among the busy crew 
as she draws on her imagination to 
create realistic-looking jukeboxes and 
food suited to the era in which the pro-
duction is set.

The jukeboxes feature materials 
such as foam, pool noodles, plaster 
and cardboard cake boards.

Food props such as hamburgers, 
milkshakes and hotdogs are brought 
to life with materials including foam, 
Spakfilla and air-dried plasticine.

“It’s like art and craft for grownups,” 
Beck said of the enjoyment she gets 
from making the props and drawing 
on her imagination to do so.

She outlined the inspiration behind 
the tabletop jukeboxes.

“I found an image of the style that I 
wanted, that was fitting for the era and 
the colour,” she said, adding it was 
then a matter of planning the process 
and determining what suitable materi-
als she could get.

“I just come up with stuff; I’ll think 
on it for a bit and then just see how 
it goes,” Beck said, having previously 
created props for other Lyric Theatre 
productions such as The Producers, 
and Into the Woods.

YouTube clips sometimes offer inspi-
ration.

Beck is happy in her current role, 
rather than taking to the stage.

“I’m much better behind the scenes,” 
she said, suggesting she’ll leave the 
performing to the “clever, intelligent 
people”.

However, a glance at her props sug-
gests she is selling herself short, hav-
ing to be clever to create them from 
materials many wouldn’t think to use, 
and ensuring the items she makes 
complement the work of the perform-
ers.

Beck spoke of the strong community 
of volunteers that play their part in 
bringing Lyric Theatre shows to life.

With opening night on Friday, July 
11 fast approaching, there is much to 
be done, including the construction 
of a suitable stage and installation of 
tiered theatre-style seating.

As far as the props go, organisation 
will be the key to ensuring everything 
needed is at hand for the show.

“We have the table set up really clear-
ly and every prop has a place on there, 
so the cast members can easily find 
what they need,” Beck said.

Beck Stoops displays some of her 
delightful props that will feature in 
Footloose.

Creative flair on  
show in lead up  

to Footloose

THE Bass Coast Fine Film 
Group is proud to present “An 
Unfinished Film”, a Cannes 
nominated and multi-award-
winning docudrama which has 
been banned in China, from 
Chinese director, Ye Lou.

Weaving haunting real footage 
throughout the film, it explores 
cultural and social issues cen-
tral to its compelling narrative, 
providing a nuanced reflection 
of China’s societal landscape 
during the COVID-19 crisis. 

Lou Ye intricately weaves 
themes such as government 
control, public health respons-
es, and individual resilience 
into the storyline, highlighting 
the complexities faced by or-
dinary citizens. For example, 
the film vividly portrays the 
tension between personal free-
doms and collective safety, il-
lustrating how societal norms 
are challenged during times of 
crisis. 

These elements serve to 
deepen the viewer’s under-
standing of the social fabric 

in China, emphasising the  
far-reaching impact of the  
COVID pandemic beyond mere 
health concerns. In doing so, 
the film invites audiences to 
consider the broader impli-
cations of social policies and 
individual agency, making its 
commentary both timely and 
thought-provoking.

Lou Ye employs a distinctive 

visual and narrative style to 
evoke deep emotional respons-
es from viewers, seamlessly 
blending documentary realism 
with poetic storytelling. The 
film’s aesthetic choices, such 
as the use of handheld cameras 
and split screens, reinforce its 
sense of immediacy and intima-
cy, immersing audiences in the 
chaos and quiet moments alike. 

Narrative techniques like 
non-linear storytelling and 
the incorporation of personal 
testimonies create a layered 
experience that captures the 
emotional turbulence of the 
early lockdown days. This ap-
proach not only heightens em-
pathy but also allows viewers 
to connect more profoundly 
with the characters’ struggles 
and hopes. Consequently, the 
film’s style serves as a powerful 
conduit for conveying complex 
emotions amid a tumultuous 
social landscape. 

Screening at 10.30am, on 
Sunday, June 15 at The Union 
Theatre, 96 Graham Street, 
Wonthaggi. BCFFG members 
entry free, with general public 
welcome at usual box office 
prices.

To find out more, visit the web-
site: basscoastfinefilmgroup.
weebly.com/current-season, and 
follow the links to the film.

The Bass Coast Fine Film 
Group is proudly sponsored 
by the Bass Coast Shire.

From acclaimed director Lou Ye (Suzhou River), An 
Unfinished Film blurs the lines between reality and fiction 
to craft a creative and absorbing portrait of resilience and 
courage.

Cannes-nominated docudrama brings censored truths to screen

Ocean Sounds Festival 2026 lineup revealed
THE Ocean Sounds January 

2026 lineup has landed!
Ocean Sounds is returning to 

Churchill Island on Saturday, 
January 10, 2026. 

The Hills Are Alive Group 
presents... The Teskey Broth-
ers, The Presets, Thelma Plum, 
Steph Strings, Playlunch, Holly 
Hebe, The Foxy Junes and a 
special performance from Mil-
lowl Dreaming. 

These acts are heading to Phil-
lip Island, and pre-sale tickets 
went on sale Thursday, June 5 
at 8am with general tickets on 
Friday, June 6.

Get ready to soak up the sum-
mer sounds and join in for a day 
of Australia’s best live music. 
Bring a picnic rug and gather 
with a vibrant crowd to enjoy 
some of the top local wines and 
gourmet eats. 

Back for its ninth festival, the 
annual family-friendly, music-
lovers’ all-day concert series is 
set for locals and tourists alike 
to enjoy a day of quality music 
in a relaxed, atmospheric, and 
picturesque environment. 

Mark Saturday, January 10, 
2026, in the calendar  and get 
ready to sing along with some of 
Australia’s most iconic live acts!

oceansoundsfestival.com.au.
The Teskey Brothers will headline Ocean 

Sounds Festival in January 2026. 
The Presets will present a DJ set to keep 

the crowd on their feet into the night.
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CHALLENGEPuzzlesPuzzlesSentinel-Times

ACROSS
1 Seek something (6)
4 From Egypt (8)
9 Sit on a perch (5)
10 Small figurine (9)
11 Finished (5)

12 Inherited from one’s 
family (9)

13 Sequence of songs (8)
15 Strata (6)
16 Entry (6)
18 Above the eyebrows (8)
23 Or else (9)

24 Actor’s parts (5)
26 Chatty (9)
27 Hang over (5)
28 Broken down (8)
29 Power (6)

DOWN
1 Distribute (food) (5,2)
2 Shirk (5)
3 Stronghold (7)
5 Deflect (6)
6 Former kingdom in 

northern Germany (7)
7 Meddle (9)
8 Heckles (7)
10 Fraudulent schemes (5)
14 A drinker (9)
16 Not a biological 

offspring (7)
17 Family name (7)
19 Corpulent (5)
20 Made of clay (7)
21 Demolish (7)
22 Beachgoer’s two-piece (6)
25 Vital glandular organ (5)

SOLUTION

 No. 193WORDFIT

9-LETTER

3 LETTERS
ADS
AGE
ALE
AMP
ART
AVO
AWE
AXE
DUE
EAR
EAT
EEL
ERA
ERR
GEE
HIT
LAW
LEE
LET
LIE
RED
URN
UTE
WOE

4 LETTERS
ALAS
EKES
ELSE
GAWK
GUNS
HATS
HERS
HOST
PALS

PANT
PASS
PEST
SCAN
USED

5 LETTERS
ABETS
ACIDS
AGILE
ALTER
AVAIL
AWARE
BURLY
CAMEL
CANOE
CLASP
DEEDS
EDGED
ELVES
ENTER
GATED
GUISE
HEADS
IMAGE
ISLES
LLAMA
MEDIA
MERES
NOBLE
OLDEN
ORBIT
PALER
PALMS
PEARL
PETAL

PRISM
PRUDE
RADIO
RURAL
SAUCE
SCALE
SEAMS
SLEDS
SLEET
SLIMS
SPEWS
STAVE
STEAK
STEER

TENSE
TIARA
TROTS
TWIST
VENUE
WEAVE
YELPS

6 LETTERS
ERRAND
EXEMPT
EXERTS
SERENE

7 LETTERS
ABUSERS
KEELING
LABOURS
LITERAL

PERPLEX
RESTART

8 LETTERS
DICTATES
MILLINER
REPLACED
SCHEDULE

L I T E R A L

No. 284CROSSWORD

E

E

R O

M

CT

G

I
Using the nine letters in the grid, how many 
words of four letters or more can you list? 
The centre letter must be included and each 
letter may only be used once. No colloquial 
or foreign words. No capitalised nouns, 
apostrophes or plural nouns ending in ‘s’.

Each number corresponds to a letter of the alphabet. Two have been filled in 
for you, can you work out the rest?

Can you find all the words listed?  
The leftover letters will spell out a secret message.

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from 1 to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical columns, each 
of the nine horizontal rows and each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Remember, no number can occur more than 
once in any row, column or box.

17 words: Good

26 words: Very good

35 words: Excellent

Today’s Aim:
come, comer, comet, 
core, corgi, corm, 
cortege, coterie, 
emote, ergo, ergot, 
erotic, gemot, 
gemote, GEOMETRIC, 
giro, goitre, gore, 
meteor, meteoric, 
metro, micro, more, 
mort, mortice, mote, 
ogee, ogre, omit, 
remote, riot, rote, 
tome, tore, trio

CODEWORD: 1 = T, 2 = G, 3 = R, 4 = Q, 5 = M, 6 = D, 7 = Z, 8 = X, 9 = L, 10 = C, 11 = A, 12 = B, 13 = I, 14 = J, 15 = N, 16 = E,  
17 = Y, 18 = U, 19 = V, 20 = W, 21 = S, 22 = F, 23 = H, 24 = K, 25 = P, 26 = O

No. 274CODEWORD

WORD SEARCH

SUDOKU

19 14 5

P
25

P
25 18

12 13 24 13 15 13 3 16 23 11 21 23

10 15 21

O
26 11 16

21 1 17 8 6 11 15 6 3 18 22 22

13 16 18 5 18

13 5

P
25 9 16 5 16 15 1 11 12 9 16

13 16 10 10

6 13 21 4 18 11 9 13 22 17 13 15 2

1 18 15 11 18

12 11 3 16 22

O
26

O
26 1 14 11 7 7

9 18 18 13 11 7

5 13 3 3

O
26 3

O
26 3 20 16 9 9

10 21 21 15 21 16

7 9 6

4 9 5

8 5 1

9 8 2 3 7

3 5 7

6 1 8

1 4 9

1 4 6

5 1 8 7 9

EASY MEDIUM
EASY

MEDIUM

572419638

184296573

498562317

649823751

356748129

761934285

813675492

927351846

235187964

SO
LU

TI
O

N

SO
LU

TI
O

N

SPEWSHEADSGATED
CANOEORBITAGILE
ALTERSAUCEWEAVE
LEEEATSTEAKRED
ERRANDPEARLPASS

RESTARTEAR
PANTELSEBURLY
AVOGUNSSCHEDULE
LABOURSLITERAL
MILLINERHATSAMP
SLEDSEKESALAS

EELPERPLEX
SCANISLESEXEMPT
LAWPETALUTEERR
IMAGEACIDSRADIO
MERESVENUETWIST
SLEETEDGEDSEAMS

SO
LU

TI
O

N

SOLUTIONS

T H E I B U D D H I S T C M L

L U P M U K E S T E M P L E A

U O S C U L P T U R E A D S W

K E B A Y A L N Y E P I R A A

T G N U G A T N U O M U R T R

D L A N O I G E R U E A L E U

T A N A H L O T H T T H U M T

J W N B O L U F E C A E P A A

U A H C A E B S F U A G O Y B

T L I N E A N D D U B U H A T

A I O A R U P A L M A N I I N

R U N A S I S L A N D S N S U

I E K S N U S A P E N I D A O

C N A G N O B M E L A S U N M

E M O N K E Y I A C A N G G U

AMLAPURA

ARAK

ART

BEACH

BUDDHIST

CANGGU

DANCE

HINDU

HUMID

ISLANDS

JUTA

KEBAYA

KOPI

LAWAR

MONKEY

MOUNT 
AGUNG

MOUNT 
BATUR

NASI AYAM

NUSA DUA

NUSA 
LEMBONGAN

NUSA PENIDA

NYEPI

PALM

PEACEFUL

REGIONAL

RICE

SANUR

SATE

SCULPTURE

SEKUMPUL

SUNSET

TANAH LOT

TEMPE

TEMPLE

UBUD

WALI

YOGA

1. Humphrey Bogart and 
Ingrid Bergman co-starred 
in which 1942 film?

2. Which country is the flattest 
on Earth?

3. What was the name 
of Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand’s wife?

4. In a 2022 biopic, Austin 
Butler portrayed which 
musical legend?

5. Name the three zodiac 
signs associated with the 
element earth.

6. In which part of the body is 
the cuboid bone located?

7. Which World War I battle 
was responsible for the 
most deaths?

8. The Secret History, The 
Goldfinch and The Little 
Friend are works by which 
US novelist? 

9. Which athlete became the 
most decorated Australian 
Olympian after competing 
in the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics? 

10. What is the westernmost 
county of Ireland?

QUICK QUIZ 

ANSWERS: 1. Casablanca 2. The Maldives 3. Sophie 4. Elvis Presley 5. Capricorn, Taurus and Virgo 
6. Foot 7. The Battle of the Somme 8. Donna Tartt 9. Emma McKeon 10. County Kerry

PUZZLES

| PUZZLES AND PAGINATION ©0606

1 14
2 15
3 16
4 17
5 18
6 19
7 20
8 21
9 22
10 23
11 24
12 25 P
13 26 O

No. 284

No. 283

No. 194

SECRET MESSAGE: The cultural hub of 
Indonesia
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AUCTION

Leongatha

LEONGATHA
Stylish Family Home
•  Immaculate home in quiet court with executive kitchen.
• Master with ensuite and WIR, plus central bathroom.
• Beautiful enclosed alfresco, curated garden.
$635,000

3       2        2

FOR SALE

LEONGATHA
Family Living Done Right!
•  Spacious home with study and 3 living areas.
• Open-plan kitchen/living, formal lounge, upper deck.
• Double garage, extra shed with drive-through access.
$850,000-$880,000

4       3        2

FOR SALE

LEONGATHA
Excellent Opportunity!
•  Solid brick home with two living areas, reverse cycle A/C.
• Spacious kitchen/dining, garage with electric roller door.
• Low-maintenance yard with veggie garden and shed.
$730,000

3       1        1

FOR SALE 

 LEONGATHA
Lovely Family Home!
•  Spacious brick veneer home on a 900m2 block.
• Open-plan living, formal lounge, decked outdoor area.
• Low-maintenance garden and close to local amenities.
$649,000

4       2        2

FOR SALE

LEONGATHA
Contemporary Family Home!
•  Contemporary family home on an elevated block.
• Open-plan living, Caesar Stone kitchen and theatre room.
• Outdoor pergola, double garage with internal access.
$699,000

4       2        2

FOR SALE

HAZELWOOD
Rural Acreage!
•  Great location close to Yinnar & Churchill, short drive 

to Morwell & Traralgon
•  Well set up for livestock with 16 paddocks, stockyards, 

quality fencing, and water troughs
•  Includes Billys Creek frontage, established shelter 

belts, and excellent shedding
•  Solid BV home boasting double lock up garage, 

alfresco and a bungalow 
Auction: Friday July 4, 2025 at 1pm on site 
Terms: 10% Deposit on signing. Settlement within 90 
Days or earlier by agreement.

AUCTION

LEONGATHA
Period Style Charm!
•  Charming 3-bed period home on 868m2 block.
• Includes two living areas, renovated bathroom.
• Prime location near shops and schools.
$550,000

3       1        1

FOR SALE

NERRENA
Lifestyle Dream on 1.6 Acres
•  Beautifully renovated 3-bed, 2-bath home on 1.6 acres.
• Spacious open-plan living, modern kitchen with WIP.
• Boasting alfresco, master with ensuite and shedding.
$795,000

3       2        2

FOR SALE 

We make it possible

Monique Wightman
Marketing & Administration

(03) 5662 2292

Kellie Thomas
Licensed Estate Agent

0438 647 449

Barry Redmond
Director / Estate Agent

0477 622 292 

Leanne Irvine
Licensed Estate Agent

0475 622 292

Skye Clothier
Sales Associate 

(03) 5662 2292

4       2        24       2        2 Approx. 109 Acres

Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

4 3 2 669m2*

20 Bruce Street, Leongatha
For Sale $650,000 - $680,000
Agent Nutrien Harcourts
Kellie Thomas 0438 647 449
kellie.thomas@nh.com.au
*Approximately

YOU’RE going to love this 
gorgeous period-style home, 
with a stand-alone, all-ac-
cess modern studio. The 
home has been meticulously 
renovated in the past and is 
now perfectly presented for 
sale. Set on approximately 
669m2, this home is filled 
with charm and character 
from the high ceilings, or-
nate cornices, polished tim-
ber floors and double-hung 
timber windows.

Recently run as a success-
ful bed and breakfast, you 
also have the option to pur-
chase as an ongoing busi-
ness, complete with chattels 
and furniture, repeat clien-
tele, as well as all intellec-
tual property created by the 
current owners to run this 
bespoke business.

Features of the home in-
clude:
• �The master bedroom fea-

tures a stylish ensuite
• �Two remaining generous-

sized bedrooms
• �A gorgeous original kitch-

en in immaculate condi-
tion

• �A beautifully renovated 
second bathroom, with a 
European laundry

• �A sunny lounge with an 
adjoining dining area, 
climatically controlled by 
way of a reverse cycle air 
conditioner

Another important fea-
ture of this property is an 
independent dwelling at 
the rear of the property 
that is both modern and 
contemporary but also 
provides easy access for 
wheelchairs and is very 
user-friendly for all abili-
ties. Boasting one bed, one 
bath, a kitchenette and a 
spacious open-plan living 
design, the northerly as-
pect provides a light and 
bright abode.

This immaculate proper-
ty is set amongst an estab-
lished, low-maintenance 
garden, with laneway ac-
cess for car parking and 
direct footpath access to 
the shopping precinct. 
Schools, V-line bus trans-
port, medical centres, ca-
fés and restaurants, as 
well as the Great Southern 
Rail Trail are all close by.

So, if you’re in the mar-
ket for a home full of char-
acter and charm, with an 
additional option of dual 
occupancy for an ageing 
relative, a teenager retreat, 
or just the ability to pro-
vide some extra accommo-
dation, then this is for you!

Contact Harcourts Leon-
gatha selling agent Kellie 
Thomas on 0438 647 449 
to arrange your private in-
spection.

Charming period home with income potential
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3 more EXPORT ORDERS 
3  more LIFESTOCK OPTIONS 

3 more MONEY IN YOUR POCKET 
3 more LOYALTY & BETTER SERVICE

Wanted to buy Friesian 
steers, 300-600kg

WELLINGTON LIVESTOCK ‘WHERE LOYALTY COUNTS’

LIVESTOCK RATES
250+ KG/DW  $5.30
200 to 249  $4.90
160 to 199  $4.50
120 to 159  $2.50

bulls please call  
for a booking ABS Direct: Cattle processed from Friday to Friday

SUCCESS THROUGH SERVICE

LIVESTOCK AGENTS,
LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENTS,

PROPERTY MANAGERS, AUCTIONEERS
www.alexscott.com.au

36 BRIDGE STREET, KORUMBURRA   PH: 5655 1133   FAX: 5655 2480

Real Estate Sales

Livestock Sales
KORUMBURRA

David Ryan  0408 311 895

LEONGATHA
Dane Perczyk - Livestock Manager 0408 176 063
Jack Curtis    0427 762 670

WARRAGUL
Neil Darby - Livestock Manager 0418 595 265
Terry Ahearn 0438 562 816
Jordan Sim 0448 058 435
Mark Malacarne 0418 654 590
Georgie Snell  0417 100 657

FOSTER
Dick Faulkner 0408 595 174
Brian Vuillermin 0429 436 040

WONTHAGGI
Rob Ould - Livestock Manager 0408 595 183
David Holden 0428 749 390
Alan Bolding 0419 723 255

PAKENHAM
David Setches - Livestock Manager 0409 443 473
Glenn Barwick 0408 975 476
Morgan Croucher  0457 001 877 
Tim Gibson  0420 306 599
Imogen Price  0417 225 498

KORUMBURRA
Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898

WONTHAGGI
Phillip Hanley 0417 140 508
Cal Nation 0439 334 163
Mick Chambers  0418 349 783

GRANTVILLE
Angus Hall  0466 326 487

INVERLOCH
Marni Lee Redmond 0403 525 413

BERWICK
Tom Gibson  0438 574 472

LEONGATHA
Andrew Newton 0402 940 320
Peter Dwyer 0428 855 244
Emily Hillberg 0422 622 299
Tony Giles 0407 528 192
Dan Huther 0418 334 801

WARRAGUL
Alan Steenholdt 0409 423 822

PAKENHAM
Tom Gibson  0438 574 472 

LANG LANG
Scott McKenzie  0427 552 898

MELBOURNE LAND
Matt Koster  0474 781 711 

COWES
Greg Price  0419 337 441
Brian Silver  0407 347 509
Chase Watters 0423 272 819

VENUS BAY
Daniel Lawrie 0417 631 252
Sue Lawrie 0419 885 489

KOO WEE RUP
Angus Hall  0466 326 487 JA

21
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6

M
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34
6

10m3 TIPPER HIRE

Phone Greg 
0419 393 375

MR AGRI
ALL AREAS

ELECTRIC FENCE
ENERGIZER 

REPAIRS
Paul Vassil 

(Formerly Vassil Electronics)
38 Lower Gordon St, Korumburra

0408 515 184
JA21217

ON THE LAND

GIPPSLAND dairy farmers en-
joyed a recent visit to China, tak-
ing in some of the famous tour-
ist sites such as the Great Wall 
and the Forbidden City, as well 
as seeing dairy farming and pro-
cessing on a grand scale, Burra 
Foods running the trip for some 
of its milk supply partners.

Sentinel-Times chatted to three 
of the 26 participants who com-
mented on the high standards 
of animal care adhered to at the 
farms they visited, their cleanli-
ness and stunning size.

“It wasn’t a country I had on my 
wish list to go to, which was simi-
lar to a lot of the other farmers,” 
Krowera dairy farmer Lisa Mon-
son said, having gone on the trip 
with her husband Sean.

Lisa said preconceived ideas 
the couple had of what China 
might be like didn’t reflect the 
reality, finding it a clean and safe 
country, and impressed by the 
extensive new construction tak-
ing place.

Loch dairy farming couple 
Andrew and Lisa Holman also 
found their expectations of China 
to be off the mark and enjoyed 
the experience so much that 
they may well go back for a fu-
ture holiday, commenting on the 
friendliness and helpfulness of 
the people. Having gone with a 
sense of excitement, they also felt 
a sense of the unknown.

The Holmans commented on 
the delightful food they experi-
enced and its freshness.

The Chinese enthusiasm for 
ice cream was a surprise and it 
was a delight to try different fla-
vours such as a green-coloured 
savoury bean variety.

Like the Monsons, the Hol-
mans were awestruck by the im-
mense scale of everything, be it 

buildings or farming infrastruc-
ture.

Both couples were impressed 
with the condition of the cattle 
and the high-quality care they 
received, having heard stories of 
cows being underweight and not 
well cared for, and wondering 
what had become of Australian 
heifers sent to China.

“The ones we saw were in 
beautiful new barns, well fed, 
with good milking facilities,” Lisa 
Monson said.

The cattle received a mixed 
diet, including maize, lucerne 
and various additives, the maize 
and lucerne grown in China, 
while oaten hay is imported from 
Australia, the exact dietary bal-
ance provided to the animals de-
pending on the stage of lactation.

“What those cows were eat-
ing is what we’d like to be able 
to provide our cows, but I think 
the costs here would be too high 
for us to do what they are doing; 
they’ve got a lot of cheap labour 
and a lot of investment from  

outside,” Lisa Monson said.
As well as being impressed 

with the condition of the cows, 
she commented on seeing calves 
in individual hutches, with each 
pen featuring a QR code, some-
thing that made it easy to seek 
required treatment for a specific 
calf and track its individual cir-
cumstances.

The Holmans remarked on the 
size of a dairy farm they visited 
in Bengbu that housed 40,000 
animals, with 22,000 being 
milked three times a day, noting 
the pride that is taken in getting 
milk from cow to packaged UHT 
product within two hours, and 
the efficiency required to achieve 
that.

Numerous half-a-kilometre-
long sheds, the insides of which 
were kept impressively clean, 
and the use of ‘methane digest-
ers’ that the Burra group was 
told produce about 70 per cent 
of the facility’s power needs were 
other points of interest.

The Burra contingent initially 

flew into Shanghai, later visit-
ing Bengbu, and Inner Mongolia 
where they toured the vast head-
quarters of Mengniu Dairy in Ho-
hhot.

“They grow a heap of Maize,” 
Andrew said of the setup at Ho-
hhot, noting they do so under 
plastic, a lot of that crop being 
planted at the time of the Burra 
visit.

“We went to another place that 
grew a lot of lucerne; they had 
centre pivots,” he remarked.

Even bales of silage were of 
grand size, a stationary baler 
used to create bales of up to 
1.5 tons each, which were then 
wrapped in six layers of plastic, 
compared to perhaps four layers 
in Australia.

“Just the scale of everything 
they did was not mucking 
around,” Andrew said.

He observed that Australian 
milk production has diminished 
from about 12.1 billion litres in 
1999/2000 to 8.1 billion litres 
a year now, while China’s has 
risen from about 12 billion in 
1999/2000 to an expected and 
astounding 44 billion litres this 
year.

The Burra Foods trip was 
made possible with the support 
of sponsors, those being Burra’s 
major shareholder Mengniu, 
McColl’s Transport, Lely Cen-
ter Gippsland, Gardiner Foun-
dation, MADCAP dairy supply 
chain software and Evans Petro-
leum.

Burra Foods runs dairy study 
tours every year for interested 
Milk Supply Partners, the previ-
ous adventure being to New Zea-
land.

Travelling overseas offers the 
chance to see how others in the 
dairy industry do things differ-
ently and view some of the tech-
nological advancements in use.

Help protect Giant 
Gippsland Earthworms

THE Giant Gippsland Earth-
worm is only found in south-west 
Gippsland, growing up to two me-
tres long, this underground giant is 
a natural wonder, but the future of 
this threatened species is uncertain.

For the first time since 1980, a 
large-scale census survey is being 
conducted to map where GGEs are 
found. Landholders can complete 
the survey online or fill in a paper 
version (coming soon to mailboxes 
in areas within the species’ range). 

A mobile phone app has also been 
developed, to help people record 
the location of GGE habitat on their 
properties.

With almost the entire GGE popu-
lation found on private land, land-
holders play a critical role in its sur-
vival. 

By reporting where they occur, the 
community can help scientists un-
derstand whether GGEs are thriving 
or declining in response to climate 
change – and help guide future con-
servation efforts.

GGEs spend their entire life in 
underground burrows, usually near 
streams or drainage channels, or on 
south or west-facing slopes. Many 
landholders first notice them by the 
gurgling sound they make under-
ground.

How to get involved:
Complete the survey at survey-

monkey.com/r/GGECensusSurvey.
Download the app: Search ‘Giant 

Gippsland Earthworm’ in the Apple 
or Android app store (select the im-
age of a cartoon worm).

Learn more at giantearthworm.
org.au for habitat maps and more 
details.

This project is led by the 
Gippsland Threatened Species Ac-
tion Group in partnership with the 
South Gippsland, Bass Coast and 
Latrobe Catchment Landcare Net-
works, GGE expert Dr Beverley Van 
Praagh, and a local plant ecologist.

The ‘Census of the Giant Gippsland 
Earthworm in South and West 
Gippsland’ is funded by the Austra-
lian Government under the Saving 
Native Species Program.

Burra Foods treats milk suppliers 
to fascinating China excursion

By Andrew Paloczi

Krowera dairy farmers Lisa and Sean Monson in Shanghai.
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CLEARING SALE
Farm Machinery,  

Motorbikes & Sundries

Friday, June 20 
at 10.30am
A/c - L & L Hornby 

325 Monomeith Road, Monomeith

Dane Perczyk 0408 176 063
Jack Curtis 0427 762 670 JA

23
11

2

Machinery Items: JCB 531-70 Telehandler 
5800 hours, 2M F.E.L JCB Bucket, JCB Silage 
Grab (needs work) McIntosh Multicrop 1400 
Silage Wagon with Scales, Kawasaki Mule SX 
1116 hours, Pearson SD130 Silage Wagon (with 
new floor & chains) Ireland Travelling Irrigator, 
4x4inch Irrigation Pipe, 4x3inch Irrigation Pipe, 
Claas Volto 770 Tedder Rake, Hardi 850L Boom 
Sprayer, 3M Paddock Roller, Quick Hitch Albutt 
F.E.L Silage Grab, Old Izuzu Truck with 22ft 
Tray and Stock Crate, Old Izuzu Tip Truck, 3PL 
Massey Ferguson 3 Furrow Mouldbord Plough, 
3PL 3M Smudger, 3PL Mobilco Rotary Drain 
Cleaner, 5M Pasture Smudger, 3PL Effluent 
Pump, Euro Hitch Silage Grab, Euro Hitch 
Manure Pusher, F.E.L Calf Crate, Suzuki 600 4x4 
motorbike with Spray Unit, Suzuki Eiger Quad 
Runner 4x4 Motorbike (not going) Sukzuki King 
Quad 500cc 4x4 Motorbike, Honda Foreman 
4x4 Motorbike, Yamaha 4x4 Motorbike, Yamaha 
350 4x4 Motorbike with toolbox, Kawasaki 4x4 
Motorbike (not going) 2 x Vicon Mowers (in 
parts) 4in1 F.E.L Bucket, Railway Line Smudger, 
BA Pumps & Sprayers 200L Sprayer, Silvan 50L 
Sprayer, Single Axle 4x9 Trailer.
Sundry Items: Windmill, Davisway- Holm Lave 
4 Bay Automatic Calf Feeders, 3PL Concrete 
Mixer, Antique Wool Press, Irrigator, Farm Calf 
Trailer, Motorbike Trailing Grain Feeder, Trailing 
Calf Milk Feeder, F.E.L Cage, 2 x 6M Portable 
Calf Sheds, Electric Fence Units, Reels and 
Pegs, Lawn Mower Yard Scraper Convert (no 
deck) Antique Sunshine Finger Mower, Sand 
Sharpening Stone, Horse Drawn Single Furrow 
Plough, Concrete Cattle Grid, 2000L Diesel Fuel 
Bowser, Steel Work Bench & Vice, Pencil Auger 
Approx. 4M, Bale Up Hayfeeder, Polymaster Hay 
Rack Feeders, Polymaster Water 10L Feeders, 
Poly Pipe Fittings, Dairy Sundries, Numerous 
Farm Gates, Hay Bale Elevator, Treated Pine 
Posts, 30 lengths 4M Railway Line, Concrete 
Culverts, Stock Crossing Signs, Long Steel 
Stock Grain Troughs, 30 Black Plastic Feed 
Troughs, 6 x 2 Ton Grain Feeders, Land Cruiser 
Tray, Old Antique Fuel Bowser, Alloy Ladders 
x 2, Pressure Cleaner, Oxy Set, Bench Grinder, 
Portable Fence Unit, Peerless Air Compressor, 
PTO Shaft, Fire Hose Reel, Numerous Calf Teat, 
Milk Feeders, Silage Cover, Boxes of Cattle Ear 
Tags, Old School Lockers, Hydraulic Hose, Old 
Ride On Mower (no cutting deck) Peg Box For 
Motorbike, Rabbit Hutch, Numerous Hand 
Tools and Farm Items, Household Furniture.
A/c Outside Vendor: Massey Ferguson 355 
Tractor 6330 hours.

Outside Vendors Welcome
Refreshments available, Buyers I.D. required, 

number system will operate, NO buyer premium.
Terms: Card, cash or cheque day of sale  

unless prior arrangements are made.
GST Applicable

Listing and photos on Facebook: 
Alex Scott and Staff – Livestock  

or www.alexscott.com.au

Alex Scott and Staff - Livestock

JHC FARMS – JINDIVICK
VLE LEONGATHA

Monday, June 23 at 11am
Complete Herd Dispersal 

Superb line up of genuine AI bred commercial 
Holstein cows & Heifers

SELLING 215 SPRING CALVING COWS
SELLING 130 SPRING CALVING HEIFERS

215 Holstein cows, sired by bulls including 
Alum, Fate, Pairing, Nighthawk, Viewpoint, 

Mainstage, Summerday, Superhero, 
MVP, Samaritan, Roble & Samite.                                                          

Cows are PTIC to commence calving 18th of 
JULY to Sexed & Conventional Holstein semen 

for a 10 week period. Sires include Dynasty, 
Chester, Larson, Pace, Maestro,  

Float, Migos & Pharoah.
130 Holstein heifers, sired by bulls including 

Fondoo, Float, Dynasty, Maestro, Migos, Fate & 
Viewpoint. Heifers Due to commence calving 

on the 18th of July to Jersey Bull.
A first-class opportunity to buy into an 

extremely youthful herd of AI bred Holstein 
cows. Breeding program led by Brad Aitken 

of Leading Edge Genetics. Great udders & 
tremendous will to milk.

Note: All cows treated with 
Enduro Dry Cow on May 29.

Sale in Conjunction with the team at DLS

COMPLETE HERD 
DISPERSAL

For further details contact:
Michael Robertson 0484 041 653

Nutrien Livestock JA
23
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Mardan Clearing Sale
Tractors – Hay – Farm Machinery

Saturday, June 14 
at 10.00am

75 Smith’s Road, Mardan
Call Auctioneer Bob Duda 

on 0406 648 501

or scan the QR Code for full info

JA
23
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CLEARING SALE 
Farm Machinery,  

Livestock & Dairy Sundries

Friday, June 27  
at 10.30am 

1615 Tarwin Lower Rd, Tarwin Lower
A/c – L & K Kirkus 

JA
23
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V2

Complete listing details & photos
www.alexscott.com.au 

or on Facebook: Alex Scott and Staff – Livestock 
Outside Vendors Welcome 

Alex Scott and Staff - Livestock

Dane Perczyk 0408 176 063
Jack Curtis 0427 762 670 

ON THE LAND
Lardner Park Calf Market Report
Monday, June 2, 2025
Jersey & Jersey x .....................$15 to $25
Friesian Bulls ..........................$26 to $57
Beef Bulls ..............................$36 to $155
Beef Heifers .............................$38 to $85
Friesian Heifers .......................$32 to $50
Number of Calves: 273
Number purchased to rear: 73
Steer & Heifer Store Sale
Steers ................................ $104 to $1100
Heifers ............................... $1104 to $770
Number of Calves: 131

TREES do a lot more 
than just take root. Trees 
on farms improve biodi-
versity, enhance soils, and 
sequester carbon all while 
improving farm produc-
tivity and health.

Join Landcare Victo-
ria for their next webinar 
to learn more about how 
trees can benefit farms 
while being used to gen-
erate additional revenue 
through agroforestry, car-
bon farming, or biodiver-
sity markets.  

Dr Hugh Stewart will 
join Mike Robinson-Koss 
and Josh Rigg from the 
Otway Agroforestry Net-
work to talk about their 
experience planting and 
protecting trees on their 
properties. Bringing to-
gether farmers and ex-
perts from Agriculture 
Victoria, this webinar is 
a chance to learn more 
about different species 
and have questions an-
swered by experts with 
decades of experience.  

Complementing our Car-
bon Farming Outreach 
Program, this is the second 
of five webinars in 2025, 
designed to look deeper at 
carbon farming and how it 
can complement farmers 
on-farm goals for sustain-
able farming now and into 
the future.

Questions can be sub-
mitted for the webinar at 
the time of registration.    

On Thursday, July 3 
from 5.30pm – 7pm. Reg-
ister at: bit.ly/4mOWqax.

Talking trees webinar for better farming

VFF welcomes progress but
calls for drought support

THE Victorian Farm-
ers Federation welcomed 
the State Government’s 
announcement of draft 
regulations to enable the 
legal use of virtual fenc-
ing in Victoria.

The announcement fol-
lows years of advocacy 
by the Victorian Farmers 
Federation (VFF) and the 
farming community.

However, the organisa-
tion says more must be 
done to ensure farmers 
can access and imple-
ment the technology, 
particularly in the face 
of deepening drought 
conditions.

The draft regulations, 
now open for consul-
tation, would pave the 
way for the use of GPS-
enabled virtual fencing 
collars for livestock, 
which are already legal 
and widely used in other 
Australian states to sup-
port productivity, animal 
welfare and improved 
land management.

VFF president Brett 
Hosking said the an-
nouncement was a long-
overdue recognition 
of the need to moder-
nise Victoria’s outdated 
rules.

While recognising this 
is a positive step, the 

VFF is urging the State 
Government to make ex-
isting drought prepared-
ness funding eligible for 
virtual fencing and stock 
containment infrastruc-
ture once the regulations 
are finalised.

The VFF also reiter-
ated its disappointment 
over recent policy deci-
sions, such as the Emer-
gency Services and Vol-
unteer Fund levy, which 

has added pressure to 
rural communities al-
ready managing severe 
cost and climate pres-
sures.

The VFF will continue 
to work closely with the 
government and indus-
try to ensure the final 
virtual fencing frame-
work is safe, practical 
and aligned with the 
needs of Victorian pro-
ducers. 

The use of virtual fencing in Victoria has been 
welcomed by the VFF.

INDIVIDUALS aged 25-
40 across the agriculture 
supply chain looking to 
elevate their skills, broad-
en their horizons and 
embrace innovation are 
invited to apply for the 
National Farmers Federa-
tion: AgriEmpower Schol-
arship.

The AgriEmpower 
Scholarship Program 
is an investment in the 
future of the next gen-
eration of changemak-
ers, dedicated to helping 
young people enhance 
their capabilities and un-
lock new opportunities 
for growth.

The AgriEmpower 
Scholarship Program of-
fers an  unparalleled op-
portunity for young agri-
cultural leaders to elevate 
their skills, broaden their 
networks and embrace 
innovation. 

Open to the whole ag-

ricultural supply chain 
aged 25-40 years old, the 
program aims to build  
impactful networks and 
drive forward-thinking 
solutions that enhance 
productivity, profitability 
and sustainability in the 
ag sector. 

The scholarship can be 
used for a wide range of 
opportunities and appli-
cations are encouraged 
from those who seek to 
enhance the Australian 
Agricultural industry.  

The program is more 
than just financial sup-
port – participants will 
join a network of collab-
orative thinkers, change-
makers and access a 
greater network in the ag 
industry through NFF and 
Woolworths networks. 

Over the 18-month pro-
gram, there are multiple 
opportunities for schol-
arship recipients, from 

speaking to a room full of 
ag leaders to going behind 
the scenes of Woolworths 
and meeting their team 
who work with producers 
to feed Australian shop-
pers.

As part of the $400,000 
program, 20 scholarships 
of $20,000 each will be 
awarded. The AgriEm-
power Scholarship Pro-
gram runs for 18 months 
allowing individuals an 
opportunity to deep dive 
into developing them-
selves and with the sup-
port of NFF and Wool-
worths.

The National Farmers’ 
Federation are funding 
the program and are the 
peak national body repre-
senting Australian farm-
ers and agriculture. 

Applications close on 
Monday, June 30, to apply 
go to: nff.org.au/agriem-
power-scholarships.

Scholarships available for young people
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MIXING THE DIET 
OF CHAMPIONS
Every change you make on the farm needs to pay 
back and a KEENAN diet feeder enables you to 
make the changes you want for consistency, 
improved herd health and yield.

NEW
MECHFIBER+
RANGE

MECHFIBER+
E

Contact us today
Donal Blackwell 0408 377 304
Alltechlienert.com.au/keenan

MARKET REPORT
Brought to you by...

ON THE LAND

By SGSAA

AGENTS yarded another very good offer-
ing of just over 4000 head at Thursday’s 
VLE Leongatha store sale.

Prices for the heavy feeder steers re-
mained very strong to be fully firm with me-
dium weights and good Angus steer weaners 
lifting another 10 – 15 cents with another 
couple of extra northern buyers and orders 
operating alongside the regular field.

The better end of the heifers generally re-
mained around firm for quality pens with a 
bit of weight.

Secondary and dairy cross types not suit-
able for northern orders remain harder to 
attract competition.

Northern and feedlot 
orders dominate

Leongatha Store Sale on Thursday, June 5, 2025
Steers
Kama Dean P/L 11 Angus 	 572kg  	 $4.43  	$2540
N Angen 19 Hereford	 552kg  	 $4.00  	$2210
N Littlejohn & Son 18 Angus 	 527kg  	 $3.96  	$2090
Central Station 20 Hereford 	 525kg  	 $4.07  	$2140
D Handley 10 Angus 	 520kg  	 $4.41  	$2300
Fleming Holdings 12 Angus 	 495kg  	 $4.38  	$2170
Aquila Audax 12 Angus 	 495kg  	 $4.04  	$2000
K Stothers 14 Angus 	 492kg  	 $4.26  	$2100
D Kuch 15 Angus 	 489kg  	 $4.37  	$2140
Hillside Pastoral 18 Angus 	 486kg  	 $4.31  	$2100
Kelly & Macdonald 11 Angus 	 483kg  	 $4.30  	$2080
N Angen 17 Hereford	 475kg  	 $3.57  	$1700
B & I Gale 15 Angus 	 474kg  	 $4.55  	$2160
G & V Lane 21 Angus 	 465kg  	 $4.49  	$2090
M Zenz 25 Angus 	 463kg  	 $4.44  	$2060
G Lambert 10 Angus 	 459kg  	 $4.33  	$1990
J Reilly 11 Angus 	 458kg  	 $3.53  	$1620
G & K Conners 10 Angus 	 441kg  	 $4.28  	$1890
C Murphy 44 Angus 	 410kg  	 $4.51  	$1850
K Davis 12 Angus 	 407kg  	 $3.97  	$1620
Von Pace Pastoral 16 Angus 	 404kg  	 $4.05  	$1640
J Coleman 16 Angus  	 393kg  	 $4.41  	$1740
I & D Affleck 19 Angus  	 376kg  	 $4.13  	$1560
R Hopkins 13 Angus  	 374kg  	 $3.20  	$1220
J Coleman 16 Angus  	 371kg  	 $4.32  	$1610
J Reilly 10 Hereford  	 333kg  	 $3.71  	$1240
Bulleondurra 17 Angus  	 330kg  	 $4.32  	$1430
Vere Investments 23 Angus  	 326kg  	 $4.53  	$1480
Cambridge & Carter 23 Angus  	311kg  	 $4.33  	$1350
McLeod Partnership 63 Angus 	 307kg  	 $4.18   	$1285
AW & CM O’Mara 20 Angus  	 305kg  	 $4.52  	$1380
Bulleondurra 16 Angus  	 297kg  	 $4.03  	$1200
Southside Past 15 Angus  	 294kg  	 $4.38  	$1290
J & S Kelly 14 Angus  	 289kg  	 $4.45  	$1290
Bullendurra 19 Angus  	 288kg  	 $4.54  	$1310
N Leppin 30 Angus  	 271kg  	 $4.61  	$1250
J Coleman 16 Angus  	 393kg  	 $4.41  	$1740
W Caldwell 10 Angus  	 269kg  	 $3.42  	 $920
Cambridge & Carter 21 Angus 	 255kg  	 $4.99  	$1250
Heifers 
I & G Liley 12 Angus 	 458kg  	 $3.60  	$1650
Central Station 15 Angus  	 457kg  	 $3.91  	$1790
C & L Stewart 15 Angus  	 447kg	 $4.02  	$1800
Central Station 14 Angus  	 437kg  	 $4.08  	$1790
B & M Farming 13 Angus  	 408kg  	 $4.06  	$1660
Alexander & Nicholson 12 Her  	389kg  	 $3.46  	$1350
Alexander & Nicholson 14 BB  	 385kg  	 $3.87  	$1490
D Kuch  20 Angus  	 382kg  	 $3.79  	$1450
L & R Di Dio 18 Angus  	 360kg  	 $3.80  	$1370
Alexander & Nicholson 14 BB  	 359kg  	 $3.56  	$1280
SP Conway 22 Angus  	 355kg  	 $3.71 	 $1320
Bulleondurra 32 Angus  	 313kg  	 $3.38  	$1060
Hazelview 19 Angus  	 262kg  	 $3.50 	 $870

WELL-bred cattle with 
some decent weight contin-
ued to go for strong prices at 
Thursday’s Leongatha Store 
Sale, northern buyers and the 
healthy export market ongo-
ing drivers of the solid prices 
in a poor season locally.

Lighter weight and cross-
bred cattle and boutique 
breeds such as Speckle Park 
didn’t perform so well.

“You could throw a blanket 
over a lot of straight-bred cat-
tle from 280 to 500 kilos mak-
ing between $4.20 and $4.50 
a kilo and probably at least 80 
per cent are in that range,” Si-
mon Henderson of Phelan & 
Henderson & Co said.

He remarked that quality 
overall was very good, with a 
lot of younger cattle in the mar-
ket as spring drop weaners ap-
pear, but still plenty of heavier 
cattle up to 500 kilos, the ideal 
entry weight for feedlots.

With those heavier cattle 
making up to $4.50 a kilo, 
about 30 cents a kilo up on 
prices of a fortnight prior, 
farmers running out of feed 
and water are seizing the 
chance to offload animals and 
make some good money in the 
process.

As cold weather stunts grass 
growth locally and it becomes 
increasingly difficult and ex-
pensive to buy in feed, that is 
an appealing option.

A couple of pens of Cantwell 
& Murphy Angus steers from 
Welshpool, totalling 44 ani-
mals at an average weight of 
410 kilos, came in at an aver-
age of $4.51 per kilo or $1850 
per head. 

“We had cattle go as far as 
Nyngan in New South Wales,” 
Simon said of the northern 
buyers boosting Thursday’s 
sale figures.

While there was plenty to 
be positive about price-wise, 
he elaborated on the section 
of the market that is proving 
more challenging.

“There was still a lot of cross-
bred and small cattle making 
between $200 and $500 and 
a lot of those sales are only 
around $2 a kilo,” he said,  
explaining that is a grass-
driven market and is poor be-
cause of the lack of available 
grass.

Big numbers at 
Leongatha Prime Sale

Tuesday’s Leongatha Prime 
Sale again attracted big 
numbers, with almost 3500 
head available, following im-
provement in prices after the 
recent dip.

Simon Henderson of Phel-
an & Henderson & Co noted 
the rebound of the cow mar-
ket after the recent major 
downturn that was triggered 
by an oversupply, comment-
ing things have picked up 
dramatically price-wise after 
rain up north and some lo-
cally.

“We’re back to larger yard-
ings because the price has  
stabilised,” he said, remark-
ing it is higher now than pri-
or to the collapse.

He added there’ll come a 
point when cattle numbers 
decline, saying “We can’t 
keep turning out 3500 in a 
fat sale every week.”

As for Tuesday’s sale, Bren-
dan Fletcher of Meat and 
Livestock Australia reported 
gains of up to 20 cents a kilo 
for well finished trade lots, 
while prices for plain light-
weight cattle eased.

An improvement of 35 
cents a kilo for better quality 
“steers to feed” was a high-
light.

Brendan reported a rise of 
six cents per kilo for heavy 
beef cows, most cow prices 
remaining firm.

Heavier straight-bred cattle continue  
to perform well at Leongatha Store Sale

Simon Henderson of Phelan & Henderson & Co sells during Thursday’s Leongatha Store 
Sale. A03_2325

Auction attendees on Thursday await the sale of pens of 
Herefords. A04_2325

There doesn’t seem to be a cost-of-living crisis at the 
Leongatha saleyards. A05_2325
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SOUTH GIPPSLAND ASSOCIATED AGENTS

VLE LEONGATHA STORE SALE
CATTLE 3500 3500

GROWN STEERS
A/c S Vandercraats, Korumburra (ELDERS)
45 Angus steers, 20-24 mths, GF & ABF
20 Angus steers, 15 mths, GF & ABF
A/c A & P Anton & Son’s (ELDERS)
50 Angus steers, 18-22 mths, Pinora blood, GF & ABF 
A/c Eddington Holdings, Loch (ALEX SCOTT)
45 Angus steers, 14-16 mths, by stud Angus bulls
A/c Gibson Farm, Hallston (Elders)
32 Angus steers
10 Angus/Hereford X steers 
16-17 mths, Western District & East Gippsland Bred, 
GF & ABF 
A/c Koonwarra Pastoral Co, Koonwarra (ELDERS)
30 Angus steers, 20 mths, GF & ABF
A/c TC Nicholas, Outtrim (ELDERS)
20 Angus steers, 20 mths, GF & ABF
A/c GC& RA  Robinson (ALEX SCOTT)
13 Hereford steers, 2 yo GF & ABF
7 Hereford steers, 18 mths, GF & ABF, East Gippsland 
bred
A/c T&A Schleur, Fumina  (ELDERS)
20 Angus steers,20 mths, Ademaluca blood
A/c T&H Maclean, Shoreham (ELDERS)
20 Angus steers, 19-20 mths, Landfall blood
A/c B Nicholls, Narre Nth (ELDERS)
20 Angus steers 17-18 mths, Pure Lawson blood
A/c B East, Hedley (ELDERS)
15 Angus X steers, 18 mths
A/c NJ & SL Allott, Welshpool (ELDERS)
15 Angus steers, 15-16 mths, VB, GF & ABF
A/c Liviesth P/L, Vesper (ELDERS)
15 Angus steers, 14-15 mths, Tibooburra blood
A/c Churchill and Sly, Kilcunda (ALEX SCOTT)
12 Angus steers, 18 mths, by stud Fernleigh bulls

A/c Vuiller Poll Shorthorn, Yanakie (ALEX SCOTT)
11 Poll Shorthorn steers, 14-16 mths, by stud Royalla 
and Vuiller Poll Shorthorn bulls
A/c M Stirling, Ellinbank (ELDERS)
10 Speckle Park steers, 22 mths
A/c B & R Marshall (ALEX SCOTT)
10 Hereford steers, 20 mths, Marwarra blood

GROWN HEIFERS 
A/c Yanakie Pastoral (ELDERS)
30 Angus heifers 
10 BB heifers 
18 mths, GF & ABF 
A & P Anton & Son’s (ELDERS)
35 Angus heifers, 18-22 mths, Pinora blood, GF & ABF 
A/c D Henwood, Tuerong (ELDERS)
26 Angus heifers, 16-17 mths, Pure Francis blood, 
N.S.M
A & P Anton & Son’s (ELDERS)
20 Heifers, 18-22 mths, Pinora blood, GF & ABF  
A/c Northside Pastoral, Inverloch (ALEX SCOTT)
40 Angus heifers, 14 mths, Vendor bred, NE Accred, 
GF & ABF
A/c Keska Management, Caldermeade   (ELDERS)                                                                                        
20 Angus Heifers, 14-15 mths, Kelly Angus blood
A/c NJ & SL Allott, Welshpool (ELDERS)
15 Angus heifers, 15-16 mths, VB, GF & ABF
A/c B & R Marshall (ALEX SCOTT)
10  Hereford heifers, 20 mths Marwarra blood
A/c Wildman Land Management, Flinders (ELDERS)
10 Hereford/Angus x heifers, 16-17 mths, N.S.M

WEANERS 
A/c HD Middleton, Trafalgar (ELDERS)
“Annual Draft”
135 Angus mix sex weaners, 8-9 mths, Innesdale 
blood, weaned, 2nd 5in1 & Cydectin 6/6/25 

A/c Barragunda Est P/L, Cape Schank (ELDERS)
“Annual Draft”
65 Angus mix sex weaners, 8-9 mths, Pure Francs 
blood, weaned 5 x weeks, 2 x 5in1 & Eprinex Drench 
A/c G.S Pastoral (ELDERS)
60 Angus heifers, 12 mths, weaned, Western district 
bred, NE Accred
A/c Glendale P/C, Torwood (ELDERS)                                                
45 Angus mixed sex, 13-14 mths, Te Mania blood                                                                      
A/c Eddington Holdings, Loch (ALEX SCOTT)
40 Angus heifers, 10 mths, by stud Banquet, Welcome 
Swallow and Fernleigh bulls
A/c S&L Storti  (ELDERS)
20 Angus steer weaners
20 Angus heifer weaners
9-10 mths weaned, Battersby blood
G. & M. Dinsdale  (ALEX SCOTT )
18 Angus steers
18 Angus Heifers
By Absolute Angus Bull, 9-10 mths, VB, GF, ABF, 
weaned
A/c AJ, BR, & N Moyle, St Clair (ALEX SCOTT)
35 Angus mixed sex weaners, 10 mths, by stud 
Banquet bulls, weaned
A/c Fuller Downs, Foster (ALEX SCOTT)
35 Angus mixed sex weaners by Banquet blood bulls
A/c M Kee (ELDERS)
20 Angus steers, 8-9 mths 
10 Angus heifers, 8-9 mths 
Weaned, GF & ABF
A/c Breeder, Melville Past Co, Tynong (ALEX SCOTT )
30 Angus mixed sex weaners, 8-9 mths, By stud 
“Murdeduke” Angus bulls, weaned, 2 x 5 in1
A/c JL Branca, Moorooduc (ELDERS)                                                   
27 Angus mixed sex, 12-13 mths, Pure Francis blood, 
Dectomax 2.6.25 

A/c Wine Valley Investments (ELDERS)
25 Angus mixed sex weaners, 7-8 mths, 
Te Mania blood      
A/c C King, Lillico (ELDERS)
12 Angus steers
12 Angus heifers 
14 mths, Te Mania blood, Ivomec Gold, B12 & Sel and 
Booster 5in1 On 5/6, VB, GF & ABF                              
A/c Cubor P/L, Flinders (ELDERS)                                                        
23 Angus mixed sex, 13-14 mths, Murdeduke blood                                                                   
A/c P&R Butera (ELDERS)
10 Angus steers
10 Angus heifers 
Harris blood
A/c Lisa Blackman (ELDERS)
16 B/B mixed sex weaners, GF & ABF
A/c Keska Management, Caldermeade (ELDERS)                                  
15 Angus steers, 13-14 mths, Millah Murray blood
A/c J & B Gathercole, Glengarry (ALEX SCOTT)
15 Angus steers, Sparta blood
A/c P Fleming, Flynn (ALEX SCOTT)
15 Angus steers, Rosskin & Kunuma blood
A/c J&K Clark (Elders)
12 Sim & Sim /Angus steers 
3  Sim/Angus X heifers 
A/c Breeder, JS & SM Anderson, Lang Lang 
(ALEX SCOTT)
10 Limo x mixed sex weaners, By stud Limo bulls

XBRED & DAIRY
A/c S. Edden, Woodleigh (ALEX SCOTT)
8 Friesian steers, 18 mths, well grown, GF & ABF

JOINED FEMALES 
A/c Breeder Northbank Charolais, Cardinia (ELDERS)
6 pure bred Charolais heifers, rising 2 yo, PTIC to 
commence calving 25th August to Eaglerock Angus 
Bull, quality well bred quiet heifers in forward condition

THURSDAY, JUNE 12, 2025 - Starting at 9am

JE
N
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PLEASE NOTE:  4PM WEDNESDAY CURFEW  APPLIES

5655 11335658 1894 5941 4666

ON THE LAND

A/c LINDSAY LOCKETT, NEERIM SOUTH
LARDNER PARK

Friday, June 13 at 11am
SELLING 75 

COWS & HEIFERS
75 Autumn calved & Spring calving 

Holstein cows & heifers.
Sires include; Guthrie, Uno, KingDoc, Mirand, 

Radio, Latenight, Commander, MegaWatt
Spring calving cows PTIC to commence calving 

26th July to AI sires; Rubles, Harmony & 
Legendairy

12 Spring Calving heifers, PTIC to Jersey bull, 
all sired by popular AI sire, Latenight.

A genuine line of high Production Large framed 
Holstein cows. Current Herd test figures & 

Catalogue will be available prior to Sale day.
Sale in conjunction with 

Alex Scott & Sta� , Warragul

COMPLETE HERD 
DISPERSAL

For further details contact:
Michael Robertson 0484 041 653, 

Nutrien Livestock
Terry Ahearn 0438 562 816, Alex Scott

JA
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Visit our website:
www.sgst.com.au

Help shape the future of Australia’s honey bee
AUSTRALIA’S honey bee and 

pollination industry is at a turn-
ing point and beekeepers, bee 
breeders, researchers and in-
dustry stakeholders are invited 
to help shape its future through 
the next Honey Bee & Pollination 
Program. 

The current Research, De-
velopment and Extension Plan 
concludes in 2025, and work is 
now underway to develop a new 
plan that will guide investment 
and innovation through to 2030. 

Stakeholder input is critical to 
ensure the plan reflects the real 
needs, challenges and priorities 
of the industry.

“We’re committed to ensuring 
the next RD&E Plan is shaped 
by those who know the industry 
best – beekeepers, researchers, 
and stakeholders working on the 
ground every day,” said Amanda 
Olthof, Senior Manager, AgriFu-
tures Honey Bee and Pollination 
Program.

“Stakeholder insights will help 
us develop a plan that’s not only 
robust and relevant, but also 
future-focused – ready to tackle 
the challenges and opportunities 
ahead.”

The AgriFutures Honey Bee 
and Pollination Program sup-
ports a productive, sustainable 
and profitable beekeeping in-
dustry while securing the polli-
nation of Australia’s horticultur-
al and agricultural crops. 

It invests in research to im-
prove hive health, manage 
biosecurity threats such as 
varroa mite, enhance pollina-
tion services, and focuses on 
building industry capability 
through initiatives like early 
career researcher support and 
national breeding strategies.

The honey bee and pollina-
tion industry plays a vital role 
in Australia’s agricultural suc-
cess. Some key highlights:

The economic contribution 
of honey bee pollination to 
Australian crop production in 

2020-2021 was $4.6 billion.
Around two-thirds of Aus-

tralian agricultural production 
relies on insect pollination 
– most of which is provided 
by honey bees. These pollina-
tion services are essential for 
the productivity of high-value 
crops such as almonds, ap-
ples, avocados, berries and 
melons.

Across Australia, there are 
almost 2,000 commercial bee-
keeping enterprises and more 
than 47,000 recreational bee-
keepers.

The European honey bee (Apis 
mellifera) is a cornerstone of 
our food systems and rural live-
lihoods, making its continued 
health and the industry’s sus-
tainability a national priority.

AgriFutures Australia invites 
all stakeholders to complete a 
short five-minute survey to help 
shape the future of RD&E for 
the honey bee and pollination in-
dustry. Your insights will directly 
influence the direction of future 
research and investment.

Take the survey at: survey-
monkey.com/r/B28CGSN.

The Honey Bee and Pollination Research, Development and Extension (RD&E) Plan 
concludes in 2025, and AgriFutures Australia is looking for insights from those in the 
industry.
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HOME & GARDEN
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Gippsland Home & Garden Maintenance

• Lawns - small acreages, large residential blocks
• Customised holiday property packages
•  Seasonal fruit tree pruning  

plus gardening
• Complete bathroom reno’s
•  Tiling, Grouting and  

pressure cleaning
• Painting

John 0414 917 468
Call now for a quote!

Years of quality 

experience

GUTTER CLEANING

LB
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02VACUUM 
GUTTER CLEANING

Tree Pruning & Removals | Solar Panel Cleaning
Fully insured and 20 years experience

FREE QUOTES
Phone Lochie
0417 315 846
Servicing all areas
impacttg@bigpond.com

BLINDS
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43Free measure & quote

“We come to you”
 Hollands   Sunscreens  Romans

 Canvas awnings  Verticals
 Timber & aluminium Venetians

AH: 5672 38740419 526 0800419 526 080

Zap’s Blinds

Servicing Gippsland - Mark & Rachael Zappa

DINGO SERVICES

H
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BEN’S DINGO SERVICES

0408 387 722

l Dingo (rubber tracks)
l Bucket work
l Rotary Hoe
l Trenching
Operating locally 
since 2001

l 2 ton excavator
l Post hole boring

TRADES TRADES    SERVICESSERVICES
DIRECTORY

&

ASPHALTING
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ASPHALT
Schoolgrounds, Driveways

Carparks & repairs

66 Nardoo Street, Cape Paterson 3995

Mike Rowley 0411 412 707

ANTENNAS

PAULS ANTENNAS
• Professionally installing Antennas 

• Data Points TV mounting 
• Extra TV points

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Same day service. Covering all areas 
Call Paul anytime 0402 429 114

JE
N
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03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

f Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

AU22840

AIR CONDITIONING
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CARPET CLEANING
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Cleaner CarpetsCleaner Carpets
Britt

ys

• Carpets • Tiles • Cars• Carpets • Tiles • Cars
• Upholstery • Mattresses• Upholstery • Mattresses

Reasonable rates and friendly service.Reasonable rates and friendly service.
Call David Britt todayCall David Britt today

0400 907 2010400 907 201

CURTAINS & BLINDS
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dollar curtains + blinds

value in every dollar

21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi  5672 2915
www.dollarcurtainsandblinds.com.au

curtains

shutters

blinds

outdoor

GUTTER CLEANING
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South East Gutter Cleaning
Servicing Gippsland

BEN 0450 186 235
se.guttercleaning@gmail.com

Vacuum Gutter Cleaning
Solar Panel Cleaning

joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

ELECTRICIAN
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joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

JOEL SHARPE 0412 950 720
www.jselectricians.com.au

For all your electrical works including
• Domestic upgrades

• Maintenance and Repairs
• TV, data and home networking

• Lighting installations & upgrades
• Kitchen appliances install

DECK RESTORATION
LB
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BEFORE

AFTER

®

Specialists in restoration
& preservation of timber decks

Residential & Commercial

SERVICING ALL OF BASS COAST

1800 332 525
www.deckseal.com.au

CONCRETING
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• Exposed aggregate • Driveways
• Crossovers • Cow lanes
• Factories • Shed floors

Call Leo: 0419 580 3010419 580 301

CONCRETING
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440491 950 640

CONCRETING

LB
06

96
 

REINFORCED CONCRETE 
SOUTH GIPPSLAND

For all your  
concreting needs

Phone: 0447 137 009
Email: 

reinforcedconcreteaustralia@gmail.com

ELECTRONICS
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James Dell
10 Ashenden Street

Leongatha, Vic, 3953
5662 3891

admin@gardnerelectronics.com.au

Security/Access control • CCTV • TV
• Data/Phone • Home Theatre • PA

Gardner Electronics

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
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Nick 0421 170 827
nick@basscoasthvac.com.au

Heating & A/C install and maintenance
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

FLOORING
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LET US GIVE YOU A QUOTE

carpetone.com.au 
21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi 

5672 2915

GARAGE DOORS & GATES
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ABN: 85202917027

ROLLER DOORS
SECTIONAL DOORS
AUTOMATED GATES

SALES, SERVICE & REPAIRS
EMAIL: gandrgaragedoors@outlook.com
RUSS: 0415 679 778         GAV: 0400 217 595

BUILDER
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Renovating your bathroom?
We specialise in bathroom
renovations and general 
carpentry.

David Cowan 
Builder
0425 811 443
Reg. DB-L71510

EARTHMOVING & TREES
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E: tbunn@outlook.com.au
MACHINERY:

• CAT326 Excavator 26 tonne
• CATD7 Bulldozer 25 tonne

• Giltrap Tip Trailers 16 tonne
• MF 7615 4WD tractor with front 

end loader (180 horsepower) • Power grader 
• Scraper • Large wood chipper that can 

handle any size logs, alternative to burning

EARTH MOVING & TREES
TREVOR BUNN 0427 572 270

AIR CONDITIONING
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AU39230

SAVE UP TO $5,000 
WHEN YOU REPLACE YOUR 

GAS DUCTED HEATING

SALE, INSTALLATION 
& REPAIR 

Ask us how!

citytocoastair.com  
0400 001 465

BUILDER
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Adam Schmidt 0418 139 352

ABN 75092084574
aschmidtbuilders@bigpond.com

Specialising in: • Extensions 
• Renovations • New Homes

Decks & Pergolas
• Stairs-Internal & External

• Private Jetties • Retaining Walls

SCHMIDTBUILDERS
TRADITIONAL QUALITY CARPENTRY

BUILDER

JE
N
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Specialist builder of period style custom homes.

0428 496 266
brad@bradmccormackhomes.com.au CDB-U 66015

BUILDER
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VANDERMEER & SONS

PAUL VANDERMEER
Mobile: 0427 750 568

FREE QUOTES

Over 25 years experience
Bathrooms a speciality

• Decking • Concrete retainer walls • Kitchens
• Bathrooms  • Plastering • Painting  

• Pergolas • Renovations
• Doors & window installation • Built-in robes

CLEANING SERVICES

JE
N
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Email: ashleypttrsn009@gmail.com

Call Ashley:
0417 351 526
South Gippsland

• Domestic
• NDIS cleaning

SG CONCRETING
LANDSCAPING

House Slabs - Driveways
Shed Floors - Paths

Property Maintenance
s.g.concreting@hotmail.com

IAN 0431105213

Retaining Walls

CONCRETING

GARAGES & SHEDS
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lic no. 100762

•  Garages  
& sheds

•  Supply & install 
•  Supply only
•  Install only

ROOF PLUMBING & 
SHED INSTALLATION
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RE-STUMPING
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76keanesrestumpting@outlook.com

PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

KEANE & SON
House Restumping & Levelling

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly? 
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly? 
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

ROOF RESTORATION

S.O.S.ROOFING

Call Steve 0412 160 071Call Steve 0412 160 071

YOUR LOCAL ROOFER

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

• Find and � x leaks • Roof repainting
• Roo� ng repointing • Valley renewal

• Roof demossing • Guttering • Gutter cleaning JE
N
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SECURITY
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N

19
88

South Gippsland 
Security Services

• Patrols  • Guards  •  Alarm responses
• Alarm monitoring

Your local security company for 
Leongatha, Korumburra & district

Call Peter & Lesley Allman 5662 4280
Mob. 0427 516 317. Fax 5662 4259. 

                       sgsecurity@bigpond.comLic. No. 655-194-50S

1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496

SOLAR
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1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496

Contracting
Cherry Picker
Qualified Arborist 
Qualified Climber
Chipper/Tree Removals
Stump Grinding

TREE SERVICES
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Office Duane Thomas
0493 425 800 0409 968 040

Fully Insured

www.treex.com.au

WINDOW REPLACEMENT
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P: 0418 686 583
ALUMINIUM & TIMBER WINDOW REPLACEMENT

DECKS   |   PERGOLAS  |   VERANDAS

MARK
WESTERNPORT
WINDOWS AND HOME MAINTENANCE

HYGIENE SERVICES
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medico

HYGIENE SERVICES

WASTE DISPOSAL

�

Collection of clinical and related waste including sharps

�

Servicing ALL washroom related products

- Sanitary units, nappy units

- Air freshener units, W/C & urinal deep cleans

�

FREE clinical and related waste audits

�

Confidential document disposal service

(1800 633 426)

 Phone:1800 medico

www.medicoservices.com.au

Servicing all  of 

Victoria and Southern

New South Wales

NEED 

A SOLUTION?  

WE HAVE IT!

100% Australian owned and operated

HYGIENE SERVICES
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medico

Phone:1800 medico (1800 633 426)
www.medicoservices.com.au 100% Australian owned and operated

HYGIENE SERVICES
WASTE DISPOSAL

• Collection of clinical and related waste including sharps
• Servicing ALL washroom related products
   - Sanitary units, nappy units
   - Air freshener units, W/C & urinal deep cleans
• FREE clinical and related waste audits
• Confidential document disposal service

Servicing all of
Victoria and Southern

New South Wales

NEED
A SOLUTION?
WE HAVE IT!

LAWN MOWING

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning, hedging, 
rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, weeding, 

mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

RISK FREE
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STEEL & ROOFING SUPPLIES
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5664 7408 | 0427 343 498 | 134 Whitelaw St, Meeniyan
shaun@mcraeengineering.net.au

DELIVERIES ARRANGED OR PICK UPS WELCOME

GENERAL  FABRICATION, STRUCTURAL STEEL,
FARM AND EARTHMOVING,  

MACHINERY REPAIRS, SHEDS, DAIRIES ETC.

McRae Engineering

PAINTER / DECORATOR
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M & J PAINTING

Call Mal 0448 101 771

Commercial/Scheduled maintenance
Reliable and prompt

SPECIALISING IN
PRE-SALE MAKEOVERS

All aspects of painting

HOME MAINTENANCE

LB
12

96

For all repairs and  
improvements to your home.

Quality workmanship at affordable prices.

Call Peter: 0466 115 776
Registered Builder - No: DB-U 4466

Bass Coast
HOME MAINTENANCE  

& IMPROVEMENTS

PAINTER
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LOCAL 
PAINTER
Aden Vandermeer.
Wonthaggi and  
surrounding areas.
FREE QUOTE.

0455 527 714

PET CREMATIONS 
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Pearly Mates Pet Cremations is a family business 
based right here in South Gippsland. We can collect 

your pet from your home or your Vet. 
If we can help ring Kylie or Jonathan on 

0488 373 429 | www.pearlymates.com.au 

REMOVALISTS & STORAGE

1800 441 259 or 0418 303 652
Email: stevesuckling007@gmail.com

Call Steve or Theresa Call Steve or Theresa (Freecall)

Call Steve or Theresa
1800 441 259 (Freecall)

0418 303 652
info@phillipislandremovalist.com.au

www.phillipislandremovalist.com.au
Servicing Bass Coast

Local & 
Interstate
•  Domestic 

Cleaning
•  House 

Cleaning
•  StorageLB
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TILING
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Ser v ic ing Nyora,  Loch and Kor umbur ra

TREE SERVICES
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Call Brendan Ryan 0448169 258

• Tree care and advice • Tree shaping
• Pruning • Hedging • Removal
• Mulching • Stump grinding

• Free Quotes. 
•  Qualified Arborist  

and Fully Insured. 
•  Over 10 years  

expertise.

PAINTER
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BRUSH STROKESBRUSH STROKES
PAINTING SERVICE

MIKE FERNLEYMIKE FERNLEY

0488 158 556

No job too small

PAINTER
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Leo: 0423 272 332

MECHANICAL SALES & REPAIRS
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welshpooloutdoors@bigpond.com.au
19 Main Street, Welshpool, VIC, 3966 

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
WORKSHOP REPAIRS

ORIGIN GAS DELIVERIES

Ph: 03 5688 1304

WELSHPOOL
OUTDOORS
OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
Ph: 03 5688 1304

WASTE SOLUTIONS

Call the commercial and residential 
waste specialists today!

www.wheelawaste.com.au

5672 2056

Permanent 
waste solutions

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

LANDSCAPING & CONCRETING 
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A.B LANDSCAPING 
& CONCRETING

• Retaining Walls • Paving
• Small Brick Repairs 

• Concreting  • Landscaping 
SMALL JOBS WELCOME

Phone Andrew 0408 822 263

TREE SERVICES
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Gippsland
Tree Services

10+ Years Experience

Matt Harris
0407 245 381

• Arborists • Large Ewp
• Mulching • Insured

• Tree Removals
FREE QUOTES

LOCKSMITH
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Daniel Mochrie
03 4160 0522
0472 760 362
Servicing South Gippsland 
and Surrounding areas 

Safe & Sound Locksmiths
info@safeandsoundlocksmiths.com
Safeandsoundlocksmiths.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
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Home Improvements
Over 35 years experience

• Carpentry • Plastering •Painting
Contact Steve 0422 459 882

To advertise your business in the Sentinel-Times

Send the details of 
your advertisement to:

ads@sgst.com.au
or phone 5672 1888

(Min of five consecutive editions)

We accept:

TRADES TRADES    SERVICESSERVICES
DIRECTORY

&

Advertise your 
business here

$50 per edition
full colour

$33.70 per edition mono
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Servicing South Gippsland & Bass Coast
Just as we have in Gippsland for over 65 years

• Granite Memorials
• Renovations & Additions

• Plaques & Accessories
On-site and in-home appointments

Pensioner discounts
Jamie 0402 850 603
Lou 0400 076 736
O�  ce 5134 2885 

keenanmemorials@gmail.com
www.keenanmemorials.com.au

Let Us Create That Final Gift

JENC5059

MILKINS 
FUNERALS

Inc. Wonthaggi Funeral Services. Est 1973.

PRE-ARRANGED AND PRE-PAID 
FACILITIES AVAILABLE

Office - 102 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

For prompt and personalised 
service phone

WONTHAGGI 5672 3123
PHILLIP ISLAND 5952 3485

A.F.D.A.

~ Servicing all districts ~

~ Chapel facilities available ~

Caring and personal 24 hour Service
Main offi ce Wonthaggi

3085 Loch-Wonthaggi Road, Wonthaggi 
(P.O Box 35)

Cowes offi ce (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171
Email: info@handafunerals.com.au

www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au
A.F.D.A.

Locally owned 
and operated by 

Scott & Sharon
Anderson
5672 1074
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Family owned and locally based Funeral 
Directors. We bring 25 years experience 

to families in Traralgon, Morwell, 
Churchill, Moe, Trafalgar, Korumburra 

and surrounding areas. 
THE CHOICE IS YOURS 

Practical, sensible and affordable. 
We offer both at-need and pre-paid 
funerals. Dignity and Respect, always. 

CREMATION PACKAGES 
FROM $3,300

www.harwoodfunerals.com.au
For 24/7 support 0405 669 532

JE
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Office & Chapel
24 Anderson  Street, Leongatha

03 56 622 717
www.handleyfuneralservices.com.au

24 hours, 7 days a week
A.F.D.A

Proudly supporting 
families across the 
Gippsland Region

BOWMAN, 
Gordon Charles:

Born on November 5, 
1952. Passed away 

June 3, 2025. 
Beloved husband 

to Pat. 
Treasured father to 
Lee, Sarah, Claire 

and Jonathan. 
Admired father-in-law 

to Jason, Josh, 
Simon and Jackie. 
Adored grandad to 

Lachlan, Zac, 
Charlotte, Ruby, 

Lennie, Cash, Bowie, 
Dylan, Noah, Jed, 
Sage, and Nellie. 
Cherished brother 

to Imogen. 
A kind and generous 
family man who lived 

his life with 
compassion and love 

for others. 
He will be missed and 
forever remembered.

BOWMAN, 
Gordon:

Sincere condolences 
to Pat, Lee, Sarah, 
Claire, Jonathan 

and families. 
A legend in the 

Ambulance community. 
A great friend, 

colleague and mentor. 
Thanks for the 

memories and great 
times. 
Love 

--Peter and Pamela 
McMillan.

BOX, Robert 
James Patrick:

Born on March 17, 
1937. Passed away 

June 2, 2025. 
Formerly from Hallora 
and Warragul, farmed 

in Fish Creek. 
Much loved husband of 
Valerie (dec.) for over 

50 years. 
Loved father and 

father-in-law to Angela 
and Brett, Davin and 
Sheri, Melinda and 
Geoff, Nicole and 

Shane, Anthony, and 
Christopher. 

Beloved poppy to all 
his 19 grandchildren 

and 1 great grandchild. 
Always looking over us. 

Loved forever.

COUCH, 
Alma:

We have been great 
friends of many, many 

years. You will be sadly 
missed. 

-- Phyllis and Reg 
Wilson and family.

DEATHSDEATHS
DOWDNEY, Kenneth 

Frederick (Ken):
05.11.1933 - 04.06.2025. 

Loving and devoted 
husband to Di 

Dowdney (dec.). 
Brother to Liz 

Cameron. 
Father to Jo, Pete and 

Matt, and partners Zac, 
Sallie and Adam. 

Grandpa to Samantha, 
Jack and Sarah. 

“Her boilers with full 
head of steam, 

Cargo stowed and 
alley stored, 

Just waiting to get 
underway, 

When the last hand 
comes aboard. 

That hand is you, 
old Sailor 

and you’ll be sailing 
out on heavenly seas. 
May the wind be ever 

at your back, Dad 
God Speed.” 

Sincere thanks to all at 
Hillside Lodge, 
Korumburra. 

His verve for life leaves 
a smile on our faces 

and in our hearts. 

A farewell celebration 
will be held later 

in the year. 
Details to follow.

FINDLAY, Ron:
Passed away 

peacefully on June 2, 
2025, aged 72. 

Loving mate to Anja, 
proud dad to Luke, 

Rebecca, Jessica and 
Anja’s children, Wendy, 
Michelle and Mathew. 

Cherished pop of 
Gemma, Izzy, Justin, 
Jackson, Max, Jake, 

Mikayla, Asher, 
Montana, Kiarnah, 
Makenzi, Lyndsay, 

Georgia, Liam, Aiden, 
Matilda and Bob. 

Forever in 
our hearts.

DEATHSDEATHS
HORNER, Ross 

Kenneth:
04.04.1961 - 30.05.2025. 

Died peacefully at 
home. 

Adored husband of 
Wendy. 

Loved son of Ken 
(dec.) and Myrna, loved 

brother of Bronwyn, 
Greg and Sharyn, 

brother-in-law of David, 
Katrina, Noel, Jenny 

and Mark (dec.). 
Loved son-in-law of 

Margaret. 
A much loved and 

fun-loving uncle and a 
loyal friend to many. 

There are souls in this 
world who have the gift 

of finding joy 
everywhere, 

and leaving it behind 
them when they go - 

Frederick Faber.

MILES, 
Beverley June:

Passed away 
peacefully on May 31, 

2025 with her 
grand-daughter Sarah 

by her side. 
A Private Cremation 

will be held. 
Thoughts and 

condolences may be 
forwarded to 

www.handleyand 
andersonfunerals.

com.au 

RUSSELL, 
John Arthur:

25.10.1936 - 07.06.2025. 
Dearly loved husband 

of Marge. 
Father of David and 

Scott, father-in-law of 
Lyndall and Melissa. 

“Poppy John” of Sam, 
Ashleigh, Maddison, 
James; Liam, Caitlyn, 

and Darcy. 
Great grandfather of 

Elaina. 
At peace. 

A private family funeral 
will be held, you are 
invited to an informal 

gathering, more details 
on the website 

www.handleyand 
andersonfunerals.

com.au

RUSSELL, 
John:

Loved brother-in-law 
and friend of Annie 

and Phil. 
Very special uncle of 
Mathew and Michelle, 
Fiona and James and 

their families. 
Special times at 

Inverloch and Pound 
Creek. 

“See ya Jonnie 
Russell.”

RUSSELL, 
John:

Loved brother-in-law 
of Alistair (dec.) 

and Diane. 
Cherished uncle John 

of Jackilyn, Leesa, 
William and Aimee and 

their families.

RUSSELL, 
John:

Brother-in-law and 
good friend to Lindsay 

and Coral Stirton. 
Fond uncle to Shaun 
and Melissa, Troy (in 
heaven.), Angela and 

Tim, and their families. 
--See ya Russo.

DEATHSDEATHS
SANDERS, 

Stephen William:
06.12.1943 - 29.05.2025. 
Steve, loved and loving 

husband of Joan, 
father of Shelley and 

Ingrid, father-in-law of 
Paul, grandfather of 
Austin and Lewis. 

He passed peacefully 
and requested no 

funeral. 
--So mote it be. 

SIGGINS, 
Peter John:

05.08.1943 - 28.05.2025. 
Dearly loved husband 

of Barb. 
Loved father of 

Joanne, Belinda, 
Rohan, Michelle 

and families. 
Beloved grandfather 

and great grandfather. 
Loved Peter of Paul, 
Nat, Rory, Vesna and 

families. 

You have left me 
broken hearted, but 

with the best memories 
of our life together. 
Keep travelling my 

beautiful brave lion of a 
man. 

-- Barb. 

SIGGINS Peter:
Thanks for the 

memories, and yes, 
you can take a 

“POTATO” with you on 
your camping trip. 
Love Paul, Vicki, 
Steele and Bede. 

Peter, you were a huge 
part of our lives. Thank 
you for everything and 

loving my beautiful 
mum. 

Enjoy the 821. 
-- Love Nat 

Dear Peter, 
We will miss your 
quirky humour, 

amazing life stories 
and fun times we had 

together. 
Love you. 

-- Rory and Paul. 

WEST (Wittingslow),
Dorothy:

01.04.1930 - 02.06.2025. 
Beloved wife of 

Geoffrey Wittingslow 
(dec.) and Russ West 

(dec.). 
So dearly loved and 

loving mum of Brenda 
and John, Karen, 
Roger and Maree, 

Grant (dec.), 
Sandra (dec.). 

Cherished nan of 
Laura, Amy, Travis, 
Katharine, Jarryd 

and Brett. 
Supernan to her 11 
great grandchildren; 
Jack, Sophie, Eddie, 
Ollie, Bonnie, Byron, 

Hayden, Vienna, 
Roper, Sandy and 

Harlequin. 

You were our 
inspiration “Mum”, rest 

easy now with our 
loved ones.

DEATHSDEATHS
WEST, Dorothy 
Cecilia (Dot): 

01.04.1930 - 02.06.2025. 
Loved wife of 
Russell (dec.). 

Stepmother to Jude, 
Robyn (dec.), 
Pete (dec.). 

Mother-in-law to Mark, 
Micki and Glenda. 

Much loved 
grandmother to Donna 
and Matt, Jamie and 
Kristy, Mat and Jo, 
Whip and Rachael, 

Bec, Sally, Luke and 
Tess, Brenton and 

Felicity, Jeremy 
and Beki. 

Great grandmother to 
30 grandchildren 
who adored her. 

Rest in peace our 
beautiful “Grandma 
Dot” you will always 

live in our hearts.

DEATHSDEATHS

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINE
12 NOON

MONDAYS
Call 

5672 1888
to place 
a notice

FUNERAL DIRECTORSFUNERAL DIRECTORS

Connect 
with us
@sentineltimes

BOWMAN:
A Memorial Service to 
Celebrate the Life of 
Mr. Gordon Charles 

Bowman will be held at 
Leongatha Senior 
Citizens Centre, 

(Dakers Centre), 23 
Smith St, Leongatha 

on Thursday, June 12, 
2025, commencing 

at 2:30pm. 

This Service will be live 
streamed, to view 

please go to: 

www.handley 
funeralservices.com.au 

BOX:
Requiem Mass for the 
Repose of the Soul of 

Mr. Robert James 
Patrick Box will be 

offered at St Joseph’s 
Catholic Church, 

19 Oconnell Rd, Foster 
on Friday, June 13, 
2025, at 1:30 pm. 

At the conclusion of 
Mass the Funeral will 
leave for internment at 
Meeniyan Cemetery. 
This service will be 

livestreamed to view 
please go to: 
www.handley 

funeralservices.com.au 

FINDLAY:
A Memorial Service to 

celebrate the life of 
Ronald will take place 
at the Leongatha Golf 
Club on Monday, June 
16, 2025, commencing 

at 11am. 
The ceremony will be 

live-streamed. 
Please visit www.

harwoodfunerals.com.
au for digital link. 

Privately Cremated. 
Please wear casual 

clothing or your 
Tigers’ gear. 

FUNERALSFUNERALS

HORNER:
A Memorial Service to 
Celebrate the Life of 

Mr. Ross Horner will be 
held at The RACV 
Inverloch, 70 Cape 
Paterson-Inverloch 

Road, Inverloch 
TODAY, WEDNESDAY 

June 11, 2025, 
commencing at 2pm. 

A Private family burial 
will precede the 

service. 

For live-streaming go 
to www.handleyand 
andersonfunerals.

com.au 

SIGGINS:
A Memorial Service to 
Celebrate the Life of 

Mr. Peter John Siggins 
will be held at the 

Leongatha RSL, Cnr 
Smith St and Michael 
Place, Leongatha on 

Friday, June 13, 2025, 
commencing at 2pm. 
Privately Cremated 

WEST:
The Funeral Service 

for Mrs. Dorothy West 
(Wittingslow) will be 

held at the Korumburra 
Anglican Church, 3 

Queen Street, 
Korumburra next 
Tuesday, June 17, 

2025, commencing 
at 11am. 

At the conclusion of the 
service the funeral will 

leave for the 
Korumburra Cemetery. 

FUNERALSFUNERALS

KERSHAW,  Robert:
07.06.2021. 

Remembering you 
today and always, 

With love Jan, Michael, 
John and family.

IN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAM

FILING
CABINETS
Brand new with 

an anti-tilt  
safety feature
Available in 2, 3  
and 4 drawers.

Over 8 colours to 
choose from.

Order now at the 
Sentinel-Times

Wonthaggi office
47 McBride Avenue

5672 1888
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FOR SALEFOR SALE

FIREWOOD:
Blue Gum $150 

per 1 M3. 
Ph: Joe 0417 530 662.

FIREWOOD: 
2 cubic metre loads. 

$300. 
Contact-5657 3291.

HAY:
Small squares, this 

season, good quality, 
$17 per bale, 

delivered. 
Phone 5657 3291.

LEONGATHA:
5 Carr Avenue, 

Saturday, June 14 from 
8am. Workshop, 

household goods and 
caravan equipment.

WONTHAGGI:
8 Edgar Street, 

Saturday 14 June. 
8am. 

No early birds.

GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES
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Advertising conditions:
Full name and address of advertiser must be 
supplied even though not necessarily 
included in advertisement.

The publishers reserve the right to omit and 
alter any advertisement. Please check your 
ad is correct the first day it appears. While 
every care is taken to ensure your ad is 
correct, errors can occur. We regret that we 
cannot be responsible for any errors beyond 
the first day if you fail to bring it to our 
attention.

All advertisements must be prepaid unless 
client has an existing credit facility. Accounts 
are due and payable on the due date as 
shown on the account.

The Motor Car Traders Regulations:

States that from July 1, 1998 all 
advertisements for used vehicles including 
motorcycles must include the cash price 
of vehicle and registration number or 
engine number if not registered.

Payments accepted:

Please note that double column advertisements 
requiring a proof must be received at least two 
hours prior to deadline and proofs will not be 
provided for single column advertisements.

DEADLINES

TO ADVERTISE

Classified single column
Mondays 12.00 noon

Classified double column
Fridays 3.30pm

Office Hours:
9am-5pm Monday to Friday

Classifieds

Phone:
5672 1888

Email:
ads@sgst.com.au

In person:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi
36 McCartin St, Leongatha

Mail:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi

Sentinel-Times

Sentinel-Times

LEONGATHA:
5 Carr Avenue, 

Saturday, June 14 from 
8am. Workshop, 

household goods and 
caravan equipment.

WONTHAGGI:
8 Edgar Street, 

Saturday 14 June. 
8am. 

No early birds.

GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES

USED CARSUSED CARS
TRUCKS & TRACTORSTRUCKS & TRACTORS

Bass Coast Recyclers

5672 2946 
0417 556 593

*Conditions apply

AAAAAAAAAAAAA

FREE
CAR REMOVAL
WE PAY

YOU*
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BASS COAST 
CAR REMOVALS
We pay you for your 

unwanted cars, 
4x4’s & trucks

We can remove farm 
scrap metal for free. 

Towing now available.
Call Shane  

7 days a week
5678 2002 or  
0407 599 616

NOTICE TO
ADVERTISERS:
Advertisements offering a  
used motor car for sale must 
include in the advertisement:
(a)   The cash price of the  

motor car; and
(b)  Whichever of the 

following is applicable...
•  If the motor car is 

registered, the registration 
number; or

•  If the motor car is 
unregistered, the engine 
number of the vehicle. H

M
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WANTED ANTIQUES, 
COLLECTABLES, 

VINTAGE, AND SHED 
STUFF:

Cash paid. 
0417 108 286.

WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY

LEATHER HAT: 
Waterproof Barmah 
squash crackle Roo 

leather hat misplaced 
somewhere in 

Wonthaggi by a 
Vietnam Veteran. 
It was covered in 

numerous badges from 
2000 Olympic Games, 

RSLs, and others. 
Extreme sentimental 

value. 
If found please hand it 
into the Sentinel-Times 

Wonthaggi office.

LLOOSTST
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Island craft Island craft 
marketmarket

Thompson Ave.
Cowes

Stall holders 
wanted - craft only
Inquiries: Monica 

0412 710 276

Saturday, June 14
9am - 2pm

PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

Ready to  
Make 

Changes?
Jason Crestani, 

your local 
Psychologist!
Over 28 years 

experience
Local resident. 
Sees children & 
adults too NDIS 

and Medicare 
ASD, IQ & ADHD 

Assessments 
www.inspiredhoney.com 
P: 0425 764 733
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HELP IS AS
CLOSE AS THE

TELEPHONE H
M

C
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What do these 
words mean  

to you?
COMPASSION

TRUST
CONFIDENCE

PEACE
Will this help 

personally 
towards a 

happier life 
therefore a 

better world.
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Wonthaggi   
Men’s  Shed  Inc.

Thursday, July 3
Commencing 

10.30am
Wonthaggi 
Men’s Shed

Railway Precinct.
BBQ lunch will 

be provided upon 
conclusion.

AGM

MEETINGSMEETINGS

PREVIOUS MOBILE 
INCORRECT:

Gent:
Late 60’s, calm caring 
nature, well presented, 

NS, LSD, wide 
interests, own home, 
and car, would like to 
meet a lady, 65 - 75. 

Height / weight 
unimportant. 

Disability welcome. 
Ph: 0427 857 668

PERSONALSPERSONALS
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EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
FOR THE PROVISION OF 

A CANTEEN SERVICE 
AT WONTHAGGI PRIMARY SCHOOL
The school needs a service that will offer:

• Offsite preparation with 
delivery to the school 

• Flexibility
• A menu with clear link to government’s 

Healthy Eating Guide
• Online ordering

For a copy of the scope please contact 
Vicki Leheny, Business Manager on 5672 1600

Expressions of Interest closes 
4pm Tuesday, June 17, 2025
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Environment and 
Sustainability Coordinator

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EMAIL: As addressed  
FROM: JAY TIZIANI  Phone: 03 5682 0467 Email: jtiziani@sgwater.com.au  
 
Please run the below advert in positions vacant for the following 2 weeks w/c 17/06/19 and 24/06/19 
 

SUPPLIER SUPPLIER 
NO. 

PURCHASE ORDER NO. Cms x Cols 

The Star 1548  92 x 129 T22 
SGST 1501  92 x 129 T22 
The Mirror 1498  92 x 129 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Baseplate Image: 
T22 Waves - Mono 
 

With our 2040 Vision and Strategy guiding us toward our vision - to be a trusted partner, 
advancing water services to support customer and community aspirations - we are seeking a 
skilled, enthusiastic and community focused person to join us.
South Gippsland Water is a diverse, community-oriented organisation and offer the following:
• Strong focus on career opportunities, professional development and training 
• Highly flexible work options, including modified hours and/or work weeks
• Employee Assistance Program and broad wellbeing offers
• Family friendly workplace, including Paid Parental Leave
• Attractive Salary Packaging options available (eligibility conditions apply)
•  Flexibility to work from home, with base location at any of our offices in Wonthaggi, Foster or 

Leongatha
Diversity is celebrated and respected as important for our wellbeing and success. Through 
our Equity, Inclusion and Diversity Strategic Plan, Gender Equality Action Plan and upcoming 
Reconciliation Action Plan we are actively working to address the gender pay gap, create 
opportunities for underrepresented groups and partner with Traditional Owners.
• Permanent Full Time
• Starting Location Wonthaggi, Leongatha or Foster
•  SGW Enterprise Agreement Band 6 $82,702.66 - $89,148.20 + Statutory Superannuation & 

Leave Loading
Please go to https://www.sgwater.com.au/careers/  

for more details about SGW, the role and how to apply
Applications Close Sunday, June 15, 2025 at 5pm

Now Hiring 
Watersure, a joint venture between SUEZ
and Ventia, operates and maintains the 
Victorian Desalination Plant (VDP) — 
Australia’s largest desalination facility. 
Under contract with Aquasure, Watersure 
will manage the VDP on behalf of the State 
of Victoria until 2039, supporting water 
security with the capacity to deliver up to 
150 billion litres of clean drinking water 
annually.
We prioritise safety, reliability, and 
sustainability, driven by a strong 
Zero Harm culture and adherence to 
international standards. Our goal is to 
ensure a safe, effi  cient, and dependable 
water supply for Victoria.
Based in Wonthaggi on the Bass Coast, 
Watersure off ers a professional and 
collaborative workplace in a stunning 
coastal setting — just under two hours from 
Melbourne. It’s a great place to grow your 
career while enjoying a relaxed, nature-rich 
lifestyle.
Now hiring:
• Senior Electrical Engineer 
    Full-time, permanent – Salary band 

$160k - $190k base plus super
•  Asset Administrator 
  (18 Months Fixed Term Contract)
   Full-time, permanent – Salary band 

$83k - $112k base plus super
• Administration / Reception
   Full-time, permanent - $83k - $112k base 

plus super
Why join us?
•  Career growth in a leading infrastructure 

operation
• Supportive, safety-focused team culture
• Flexible work options for work-life balance
• Annual salary reviews and bonuses
• Novated leasing available
How to apply
To apply for these positions, please submit 
your application via SEEK: 
https://www.seek.com.au/Watersure-jobs
Applications must be submitted online and 
include a cover letter and a current resume.
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Discover a healthier you

Job vacancies 
B&W. 1 module x 11cm  for edition week starting  11 June 2018

Positions Available

Director of Nursing 
Registered Nurse Grade 7 

DON (13-24) , 1 EFT* ongoing
Closing: 25 June 2018 at 5pm

Facilities Manager
HS4 0.8 –1.0 EFT * ongoing

Closing: 25 June 2018 at 5pm

Nursing Casual Bank
Registered Nurse

Min Grade 2 
Registered Nurse Midwife 

Min Grade 2 
Enrolled Nurse 

Min EN 2.7 

For more information about 
these positions and application 

process, please visit our 
website at : 

southgippslandhospital.org.au/
employment. 

(*Note SGH offers flexible 
working arrangements and job 

sharing may be available)

southgippslandhospital.org.au

Positions Vacant
Dietitian
Grade 2

0.42 EFT fi xed term parental leave position

Health Care Worker 
- Home Care Packages 

Grade 2-3 
Casual

Graduate Nurse Program 2026
Applications closing 20 June 2025

For more information:
https://southgippslandhospital.com.au/

employment-2/

Volunteer Expression of Interest
Volunteer Catering Administration Assistant

For more information call 
Annie on 5683 9704

www.southgippslandhospital.com.au/
volunteers
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SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANT
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NOTICE OF AN 
APPLICATION FOR 

A PLANNING PERMIT
Will this planning application aff ect you?
The land aff ected by the application is located at: 
82 McKenzie Street, WONTHAGGI
The application is for a permit to:
•   Vary the restriction on title by removing that 

part which requires the land be used as a site 
for one residence only.

A permit is required under the following clauses 
of the planning scheme:
Clause 52.02 Easements, Restrictions and 
Reserves: Vary a restriction on title.
APPLICATION DETAILS 
Application Number: PDPLANPER-2025/000164
Address: 82 McKenzie Street, WONTHAGGI
Applicant: Raso Consulting Surveyors
For further reference contact: Annette
Phone number: 1300 BCOAST (226 278) 
How can I make a submission?
Any person who may be aff ected by the 
granting of the permit may object or make other 
submissions to the responsible authority. If you 
object, the responsible authority will tell you its 
decision. This application has not been decided 
and you can still make a submission before a 
decision has been made.  
An objection must: 
•  be made to the responsible authority in writing 

by emailing basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au
or posting it to: Bass Coast Shire Council, 
P.O. Box 118, Wonthaggi VIC 3995;

• include the reasons for the objection and;
• state how the objector would be aff ected. 
The responsible authority must make a copy 
of every objection available for any person to 
inspect free of charge until the end of the period 
during which an application may be made for 
review of a decision on the application. 
The responsible authority will not decide on 
the application before: Wed, June 25, 2025
Scan the QR code for more information for this 
application or visit basscoast.vic.gov.au/planningads

JEN2347

NOTICE OF AN 
APPLICATION FOR 

A PLANNING PERMIT
Will this planning application aff ect you?
The land aff ected by the application is located at: 
80 McKenzie Street, WONTHAGGI
The application is for a permit to:
•   Vary the restriction on title by removing that 

part which requires the land be used as a site 
for one residence only.

A permit is required under the following clauses 
of the planning scheme:
Clause 52.02 Easements, Restrictions and 
Reserves: Vary a restriction on title.
APPLICATION DETAILS 
Application Number: PDPLANPER-2025/000163
Address: 80 McKenzie Street, WONTHAGGI
Applicant: Raso Consulting Surveyors
For further reference contact: Annette
Phone number: 1300 BCOAST (226 278) 
How can I make a submission?
Any person who may be aff ected by the 
granting of the permit may object or make other 
submissions to the responsible authority. If you 
object, the responsible authority will tell you its 
decision. This application has not been decided 
and you can still make a submission before a 
decision has been made.  
An objection must: 
•  be made to the responsible authority in writing 

by emailing basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au
or posting it to: Bass Coast Shire Council, 
P.O. Box 118, Wonthaggi VIC 3995;

• include the reasons for the objection and;
• state how the objector would be aff ected. 
The responsible authority must make a copy 
of every objection available for any person to 
inspect free of charge until the end of the period 
during which an application may be made for 
review of a decision on the application. 
The responsible authority will not decide on 
the application before: Wed, June 25, 2025
Scan the QR code for more information for this 
application or visit basscoast.vic.gov.au/planningads

JEN2348
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$803 colour

Much hardship and difficulty is caused to 
jobseekers by misleading advertisements 
placed in the employment columns.
Our Positions Vacant / Situations Vacant 
columns are reserved for advertisements 
which carry a specific and genuine offer of 
employment.
Ads for ‘Business Opportunities’, 
‘Commission Only/Sales,’ training courses 
and employment services should be 
submitted under those headings.
Placing misleading job ads is an offence 
against the ACL and all advertisements 
are subject to the publisher’s approval. 
For further advice contact the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission on 
1300 302 502 or Consumer Affairs Victoria.

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE:

Experienced Cabinet Maker 
• High-End, Diverse Projects
• Supportive, Collaborative Environment
• Competitive Wages & Job Security
•  Secure workload on some very exciting 

projects
• Opportunity for growth within the company
• Work Vehicles provided
•  Well established company, with great 

team environment
• High end modern facility

Located: Newhaven, Phillip Island
Email: info@southcoastkitchens.com.au  

Phone: 03 5956 7415   
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Treasurer
South Gippsland Scout District treasurer 

is a crucial non uniformed voluntary role in 
Scouting. Assist in financial reporting to the 
district and support youth activities across 
the Bass Coast and South Gippsland local 

government areas. 
To offer your service, please email 

dc.southgippsland@scoutsvictoria.com.au
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South Gippsland Scout District

Vehicle Sales 
Consultant

Edney’s Leongatha is seeking a 
self-motivated, enthusiastic people 

person to join our vehicle sales team. 
The role will involve selling new Nissan & 

Hyundai vehicles plus pre-owned vehicles. 
Previous vehicle sales experience is not 

essential as training will be available. You 
will need to be customer focused and have 

a strong work ethic.
This is a full-time position with some 

Saturday morning work being required.
Please forward your resume to 

darryl@edney.com.au 
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Outtrim Recreation Reserve 
Notice is given of a

PUBLIC MEETING
to be held at Outtrim Hall  

Tuesday, July 8, 2025  
commencing at 7.30pm.  

The purpose of the meeting is to elect 
a Committee of Management for the 

Outtrim Recreation Reserve Committee 
Inc for a term of three years. Current 

committee’s term expires on August 1, 
2025.  All positions will be declared open, 
and nominations will be accepted prior to 
or on the night. Nominations from women, 
Aboriginal people, people with disabilities, 
young people and people from culturally 
diverse backgrounds are encouraged. 

Further information, nomination forms and 
nominee declaration forms may be obtained 

by contacting your local Dept of Energy, 
Environment and Climate Action office or at 

the meeting, hope to see you there.  
For further enquiries please contact the 

Secretary, Marie Creed on 0409 783 619.

Employment
Complete jobs listing online | www.sgst.com.au

If you can give, please  
give where you live.  
www.bccf.org.au

Making a real 
difference in the 
lives of people 

across Bass Coast.

PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

Sentinel-Times

Is your employment 
opportunity listed online?

Advertise your job vacancy in the Sentinel-Times and get  
a FREE listing in our online and searchable directory at 

www.sgst.com.au
Email your job adverts to: ads@sgst.com.au

DEADLINE: Fridays 3.30pm
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I HAVE been thinking a lot about mer-
cy and forgiveness lately.

Recently, someone asked for my for-
giveness.

I’ve got to be honest, I didn’t really 
know what to say in response to their re-
quest. Though 100 per cent welcomed, 
their request caught me a little off guard. 

Forgiveness is a tricky thing. Well, it is 
for me at times.

My natural response is to quickly say; 
“Sure, I forgive you!” 

But, other times I lean towards; “Hang 
on a tick, you really hurt me, can we 
please deal with that first.”

My husband would probably add that 
sometimes I go on the attack when he is 
trying to apologise. 

At those rare moments, I am in a take-
no-prisoners mood. 

I am the first to admit this is not a good 
response.

I applaud people who have the courage 
to sincerely say they are sorry and seek 
forgiveness. 

In a sense, they are stepping into the 
unknown. 

It is a very vulnerable place to be.
Reconciliation is hard but essential 

work we do as individuals, couples, fam-
ilies, communities and nations. 

Reconciliation is the work of putting 
things right.

We apologise hoping that the response 
from the other is going to be mercy-filled.

Mercy is defined in the Oxford Diction-
ary as compassion or forgiveness shown 
towards someone who it is within one’s 
power to punish or harm.

In other words, you think someone 
has done wrong by you and you extend 
forgiveness, understanding and kind-
ness rather than attack or punish them. 

We see the lack of mercy all around us. 
The customer that spits obscenities 

at the supermarket worker because the 
groceries aren’t packed right. 

The parent who takes out their own 
frustration on a young child who has 
clumsily spilled something on the new 
carpet. 

The boss who sacks the worker who 
also cares for their elderly parents be-
cause they cannot work overtime. 

Mercy is for all and can be practiced 
by all.

Whether we are the one saying sorry 
or the one being asked to forgive, the 
work of reconciliation will be based of 
mercy, compassion and justice.

In the Hebrew scriptures (Old Tes-
tament of the Bible) there is a book 
called Micah. 

Micah was a prophet with a clear 
message to the people of the time. 
When asked what God wanted, Micah 
said the people must:

Act justly
Love Mercy
Walk Humbly with their God
Micah 6:8
And to that I say Amen – let it be so.

By Janet Snashall-Woodhams, 
Ministry Team Uniting Church 
Wonthaggi-Inverloch

Mercy, Mercy
• FAITH FACTOR

BASS COAST ADULT LEARNING
BCAL is again partnering is 

the YES Youth Hub to present 
the Job Ready Skills course 
to people between the ages of 
14 and 19. 

The free one-day course will 
include barista skills, safe 
food handling, hospitality in-
dustry tips, all with hands-on 
activities and discussions. 

The course also features 
tips on applying for jobs, in-
cluding interview prepara-
tion, résumé and cover letter 
advice, and professionalism 
in the workplace. 

The aim is to help prepare 
young people for the work-
place with a key focus on cus-
tomer service. All the skills 
are transferrable to a wide 
range of workplaces. 

The Job Ready Skills course 

will be on Wednesday, July 2 
from 9.30am to 2.30pm.

For more information on all 
BCAL’s courses and services, 
please visit the new-look bcal.
vic.edu.au or call 5672 3115 
to learn more. 

   WONTHAGGI 
COMMUNITY GARDEN
There are some beautiful 

lettuces popping up across 
the garden but other cool sea-
son vegies are looking less re-
liable.

Broad beans, carrots, broc-
coli and parsley are just plod-
ding along. And volunteers, 
planting red onion seedlings 
last week, were surprised to 
find fairly dry subsoil despite 
moisture on the surface and 
some recent rainfall.

Getting nourishment into 
the soil is now a priority.

Volunteers used the garden’s 
own compost and donated 
manure to give the slower 
growing plants a boost.

Many thanks to the volun-
teers who help each week and 
to the garden friends who 
drop off manure and other es-
sentials for compost making.

For info about the garden 
contact tgordon@westnet.
com.au of BCAL on 5672 
3115. Visitors are always 
welcome on Thursdays from 
10am to noon.

   WONTHAGGI 
WOODCRAFTERS
Woodworking may seem 

like a traditional pursuit but 
the Woodies are well and truly 

a part of the digital age. 
Their resource library, 

mentioned recently, is being 
catalogued online in order to 
track what members borrow, 
and find publications easily. 

They are also preparing a 
system to take digital pay-
ments at displays and sales. 
Each item will have a code 
that customers can scan to be 
taken directly to the payment 
site. It will be great for keep-
ing track of stock too. 

For more information, visit 
wonthaggiwoodcrafters.com.
au or pop in to the workshop.

239 White Rd, Wonthaggi  PH: (03) 5672 3115  www.bcal.vic.edu.au     

WONTHAGGI NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE

LEONGATHA COMMUNITY HOUSE

LAST week we mentioned the 
new Qigong class starting this 
week.  

QIGONG – pronounced chee-
gong – is a moving meditation 
that comes from Ancient China 
and is connected to traditional 
Chinese Medicine.  

It is a mind/body exercise and 
meditation that promotes slow 
and precise body movements.  

With controlled breathing 
and mental focus, Qigong aims 
to improve balance, posture, 
flexibility, muscle strength and 
overall health.  

The new program is on 
Tuesdays from 12.30pm 
to 1.30pm.

We have two craft groups – 
the Monday Needleworking 
Group from 10am to 12.30pm 
and on Fridays the Craft and a 
Cuppa from 10am to 12pm.  

Both groups have regulars 
who if asked, will be glad to 
share tips, ideas and skills; so, 
bring your supplies and your 
crafting project.  

It doesn’t matter whether 
your project is hand or ma-
chine crafted; you will be 
warmly welcomed by these 
friendly crafters – what a great 
way to spend these chilly win-
ter mornings.

If classes aren’t your thing, 
you might be interested in one 

of the issues-based groups that 
meet here at Mitchell House.  

Bass Coast Housing Mat-
ters is made up people who, 
like most of us, are concerned 
about the current housing cri-
sis.  

They meet monthly and work 
with and lobby council, state 
government and others to cre-
ate local solutions to address 
the lack of public, social and 
other affordable housing.  

Check out their Facebook 
page at housingmattersbass-
coast.weebly.com.

Another great group of peo-
ple working to create a better 
Bass Coast is the Bass Coast 

Refugee Sponsorship Group.  
This band of energetic, com-

munity minded people provide 
support to refugee families 
selected to settle and to begin 
rebuilding their lives in Wont-
haggi.  

You can find out more on 
their web site bcrsg.com.au or 
email bcrsg2021@gmail.com

Have a great week and check 
us out again next week to find 
out what else is going on.

LEONGATHA Community 
House is thrilled to announce 
a fantastic lineup of programs 
and workshops.

Join us to help Build Our 
Story, a project with the goal 
of preserving the history of Le-
ongatha Community House by 
compiling stories, photos and 
memories from the commu-
nity that future generations can 
cherish in the form of a book.

If you’re looking to stay ac-
tive, we are introducing a new 
walking group, the Friday 
Walkers, which is for all abili-
ties and has shorter walks to 
encourage people of all demo-
graphics to get fit and healthy. 
Why not also try our new 

Hatha Yoga class run by Nicki 
on a Wednesday from 11.30am 
– 12.30pm. Hatha Yoga involves 
a series of poses that help im-
prove flexibility, strength, and 
balance, combined with con-
trolled breathing to enhance 
concentration and relaxation. 
It’s suitable for all levels.

For the more artistically in-
clined, we have an Alcohol Ink 
Workshop with Maree Blore on 
June 14, perfect for beginners 
and seasoned artists.

We are also holding a Painting 
with Acrylics class every Friday 
from 10am – 12pm, it’s a fun 
and casual group for all levels 
of skill.

Additionally, we’re looking for 

new people to participate in our 
Book Club, which meets on the 
second and fourth Wednesday 
from 1-2.30pm every month, 
where one fortnight you talk 
about the assigned book and 
the other you can discuss any-
thing you’ve been reading lately 
in this friendly group.

We also have some interest-
ing Bus Trips coming up, in-
cluding a visit to the Traralgon 
Op Shop Tour on the 10th of 
June, as well as a trip to the 
Noojee Hotel on June 17. As 
usual, we offer a Personal Day 
Bus Service every Wednesday 
with a small fee for pick-up/
drop-off you’re your home in 
Leongatha, Korumburra, and 

surrounding areas.
If you’re interested in making 

a positive impact and to learn 
new skills, we’re looking for 
volunteers! We need bus driv-
ers to assist with our exciting 
trips and volunteers to support 
our daily operations. Join our 
team and make a difference 
within the community.

For more information please 
contact us at: Phone: 5662 
3962 Email: info@leongatha-
communityhouse.org.au.

AS THE chill of winter set-
tles over Korumburra, there’s 
no better time to step into 
the warmth of Milpara Com-
munity House, nestled within 
the Korumburra Community 
Hub. Whether you’re look-
ing to beat the winter blues 
or simply enjoy a cuppa and 
a chat, Milpara is the perfect 
place to connect, create, and 
feel part of something special.

Each week, our doors open 
to a variety of welcoming ac-
tivities designed to bring 
people together. On Mondays 
at 12 noon, A Day Worth 
Living offers thoughtful con-
versation and support. Tues-
days bring laughter and light-

hearted fun with Games and 
Giggles at 1.30pm. If singing 
lifts your spirits, join the Mil-
para Singers on Wednesdays 
at 1.30pm – no experience is 
needed, just enthusiasm!

Craft lovers are spoiled 
for choice: the Korumburra 
Craft Group meets on the sec-
ond and fourth Thursdays 
at 10.30am, and Crafts with 
Barb runs every Friday at 
1pm. These sessions are a 
great way to learn new skills 
and make new friends.

And don’t miss our special 
event – Burra Board Games 
– on Saturday, June 21 at 
10am. It’s a fantastic way to 
spend a winter morning, with 

games for all ages and plenty 
of laughs guaranteed.

So why stay home and shiv-
er? Come into Milpara, where 
the kettle’s always on, the 
smiles are warm, and there’s 
always something happening. 
For more details or to book 
into any of our activities, visit 
milpara.vic.edu.au or call us 
on 5655 2524. We can’t wait 
to welcome you!

If you are struggling to put 
food on the table, Milpara pro-
vides a free, respectful, safe, 
and supportive environment 
for the provision of emergen-
cy relief through our Emer-
gency Food Bank. Preferred 
Hours are Monday, Tuesday 

and Thursday, 10am to 1pm 
or by appointment. Please 
bring your own bags. We also 
have a food produce table, if 
you have surplus homegrown 
fruit and vegetables, they are 
gratefully received. Donations 
are the lifeblood of the food 
bank. 

Our Services Australia agent 
is at the house on Mondays 
and Thursdays from 10am to 
1pm, Tuesdays and Wednes-
days from 9.30am to 2

6 Murray St, Wonthaggi PH: (03) 5672 3731  www.wonthaggineighbourhoodcentre.com  

16 Bruce Street, Leongatha  PH: (03) 5662 3962  www.leongathacommunityhouse.org.au

15 Little Commercial Street, Korumburra  PH: (03) 5655 2524  www.milparacommunityhouse.org.au    

MILPARA COMMUNITY HOUSE

~ NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE & ADULT LEARNING NEWS ~

SENIORS Rights Victoria (SRV), COTA 
Victoria, and Safe and Equal have 
launched a new partnership to build the 
capacity of The Orange Door and special-
ist family violence sector across Victoria 
in recognising and responding to elder 
abuse. Supported by funding from the 
Victorian Government’s Department of 
Families, Fairness and Housing, the or-
ganisations will deliver the Elder Abuse 
Capability Development Program over a 
two-year collaboration. If you are in Vic-
toria and experiencing elder abuse, help 
is available through Seniors Rights Vic-
toria’s confidential helpline on 1300 368 
821. Its website, seniorsrights.org.au, 
also features resources for concerned 
friends or family members. If it is an 
emergency, call 000.

Strengthing response 
to elder abuse
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TIDETIDE 
GUIDEGUIDE
TIDAL PREDICTIONS FROM 
PORT PHILLIP HEADS

Approx. Tide Variations: Seal Rocks, 
Venus Bay, Waratah Bay and Cape 

Woolamai (Same), Tooradin +2hrs 45, 
Cowes Pier +50, Stony Point +40

5.21am
0.52m
12.35pm
1.62m
6.04pm
1.01m
11.45pm
1.38m

6.05am
0.48m
1.15pm
1.67m
6.48pm
0.97m

12.32am
1.41m
6.47am
0.44m
1.53pm
1.70m
7.28pm
0.92m

1.18am
1.44m
7.25am
0.42m
2.30pm
1.73m
8.05pm
0.88m

2.01am
1.46m
8.01am
0.42m
3.08pm
1.73m
8.43pm
0.84m

2.44am
1.46m
8.36am
0.43m
3.45pm
1.72m
9.19pm
0.80m

3.26am
1.46m
9.11am
0.46m
4.22pm
1.70m
9.57pm
0.76m

WEDNESDAY
June 11

THURSDAY
June 12

FRIDAY
June 13

SATURDAY
June 14

SUNDAY
June 15

MONDAY
June 16

TUESDAY
June 17

Email us your 
fi shing photos

news@sgst.com.au

THE South Gippsland Bass 
junior squads and local swim 
schools participated in the NAB 
Term 2 Junior Race nights last 
week at the Leongatha and Won-
thaggi pools.

Fifty swimmers took to the 
water to compete in races in 
all four strokes and individual 

medleys.  
The event allows the younger 

swimmers to have a go at racing 
in a relaxed environment and 
they are timed as they race over 
25 metres. 

At the end of the night, the 
swimmers went home with rib-
bons and certificates with their 

race times to compare against 
their term one times. 

With no stroke judges, the aim 
of the night is to have fun and 
to have a go and overcome any 
nerves. 

The event, watched on by 
proud parents, gives swimmers 
a taste of racing before they race 

in the upcoming short course 
meets at the Leongatha pool on 
June 21 and 22.  

A big thank you to the local 
NAB branches for supporting 
these race nights, their contri-
bution covers the running costs, 
including the ribbons and cer-
tificates.

WHILE many of the South 
Gippsland Bass swimmers are 
shivering with their early starts 
at home in Gippsland, South 
Gippsland Bass Masters swim-
mer Janice Goudie has been 
competing in Cairns at the Great 
Barrier Reef Masters Games. 

Janice, who has recently re-
turned to competitive swimming 
after a long break since compet-
ing as a child, is really loving the 
competitions and is looking for-
ward to racing at the World Mas-
ters Aquatic Championships in 
Singapore later this year.

Janice enjoyed her time in 
Cairns, especially experiencing 
the racing at this higher level. 

The past few months have been 
a huge learning curve, and she 
will continue training locally and 
competing at the Masters events 
in Gippsland and Melbourne in 
preparation for the World Cham-
pionships.

Results: Second: 50m Breast-
stroke 4.39s PB. Fifth: 50m 
Backstroke 4.31s PB. Eighth: 
50m Freestyle 1.82s PB. Second: 
100m Breaststroke.

A FIRST of its kind study by 
La Trobe University has shown 
the critical contribution surfers 
make to beach safety in Victoria.

The Bass Coast area is no ex-
ception, with surfers actively 
taking part in rescues across 
our coastine from Phillip Island 
to Kilcunda, Cape Paterson to 
the Prom and everywhere inside 
and out.  

The research, published this 
week in Safety Science, collected 
data from 562 recreational surf-
ers from 2020 to 2023. 

Research found that for ev-
ery 100 surfs, respondents on 
average gave beachgoers safety 
advice 11.6 times, first aid 0.4 
times and assistance in the wa-
ter 1.1 times. 

With more than 6.3 million 
surfs carried out each year in 
Victoria, researchers estimate 
this could equate to more than 
70,000 assists and almost 
25,500 cases of first aid provid-
ed by surfers annually.

This is the first study to quan-
tify surfer beach safety actions, 
providing real-world implica-
tions of their impact.

It also showed the benefits of 
first aid and board rescue train-
ing on their ability and willing-
ness to assist. 

While more than 45,000 active 
volunteer surf lifesavers and 
1350 professional lifeguards 
provided services at beaches 
across Australia in 2024, an 
estimated 740,000 surfers 
were on the coastline, across 
patrolled and unpatrolled loca-
tions.

This study was supported by 
Surfing Victoria through a grant 
from the State Government and 
Emergency Management Victoria.

Janice competes at 
Great Barrier Reef 

Masters Games

Study praises 
surfers in rescues

SPORTS

South Gippsland Bass Swimming Club coaches Hannah and Sam celebrate the Wednesday race night success.

Local swimmers enjoy Junior Race Night success 

B GRADE Thursday night: pre-
liminary final. 

Bat (Yeti and Corin) defeated 
Ball (Trish and Cameron) three 
to two. 

Team Ball got off to a solid 
start leading two to one with 
evergreen Trish winning her 
singles match and doubles with 
Cameron. 

However, Team Bat made a 
superb comeback, clinching a 
grand final berth with two stir-
ring victories by Yeti and Corin.

Trish defeated Corin three 
to zero; Yeti defeated Cameron 
three to zero. 

Doubles Ball defeated Bat 
three to one. 

Yeti defeated Trish three to 
one; Corin defeated Cameron 

three to zero.  
Grand final: Bat (Yeti and Co-

rin) defeated Serve (Shane and 
Vicki) three to one.  

Bat dominated the grand final 
in stunning style, sweeping the 
first three games without drop-
ping a set. 

Yeti’s variation unsettled 
Serves rhythm. 

Corin showed wisdom beyond 
his years with clever decision-
making around when to attack 
and when to defend. Congratula-
tions Team Bat. 

Yeti defeated Shane 11-5, 11-4, 
11-7; Corin defeated Vicki 11-9, 
11-3, 11-7; Doubles Bat defeated 
Serve 11-6, 11-6, 12-10.

A Grade finals start on Mon-
day, June 16.

Bat wins B Grade table tennis final 

Vicki, Shane, Yeti and Corin competed in Wonthaggi Table 
Tennis’ B Grade grand final.

THOUGH the weather may 
have dampened some fishing 
spirits, other keen folk popped 
on the wet weather gear and 
headed out for the annual Venus 
Bay Angling Club King’s Birth-
day Fishing Competition.

Matthew Bell won first prize 
with a 520g perch and takes 
home a $50 voucher for The 
Cavity, a local sponsor. 

Rob Barlow landed second 
prize with a nice flathead and 
won a BCF voucher donated by 
ARMA Window Tinting. 

Venus Bay Angling Club would 
like to thank all their sponsors 
4Shore Pizza, Agapi Fish and 
Chips and Cruza Electric Bikes.

King’s Birthday 
fish were biting

Matthew Bell won first prize with his perch 
in the Venus Bay Angling Club King’s Birthday 
Competition. 

Rob Barlow’s flathead landed him second 
place in the long weekend competition.
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WHAT a royally awesome way to 
kick off the King’s Birthday long 
weekend.

Thirty-seven finishers tackled the 
Grand Ridge Rail Trail with gusto – 
and loved every minute. 
Fast and fabulous:
• �Blade Baxter made a blazing de-

but in 19:29 – welcome, Your Maj-
esty. 

• �David Logan also smashed his 
first Grand Ridge with a tidy 
19:59.

• �New personal bests went to Wes-
ley Mapleson, Johnny Horrocks, 
Jack Stickney, Riley Smith, and 
Elspeth Kiddell. 
A royal applause goes to this 

week’s volunteers: Des Farley, 
Robert Gray, Dave Knowles, Mark 
Lynch, Carmel Quirk, Steve Quirk, 
and Val Smith – thank you for hold-
ing the crown and making it all pos-
sible. 

See you all next Saturday for more 
Grand Ridge magic.

2025: 50m Bench Pennant - Sec-
tion A:

Round six: Leongatha A 747.43 de-
feated FPTRC A 746.41. 

Jack Sargant 250.14; Christo-
pher Sargant 249.13; Kenneth Hart 
248.16; David Garrett  248.16. 

Round seven: Leongatha A 747.39 
defeated Albury A 739.32. 

David Garrett 250.13; Jack Sar-
gant 249.15; Christopher Sargant 
248.11; Kenneth Hart 245.13.   

Round eight: Leongatha A 746.39 
defeated Ballarat East 1 741.37. 

Christopher Sargant 250.12; Jack 
Sargant 248.14; David Garrett 
248.13; Kenneth Hart 244.12. 

Ladder: FPTRC A 28; Leongatha A 
28; Benalla 20; Ballarat East 1 8; Al-
bury A 8; Kyabram A 4. 

2025: 50m Bench Pennant - Sec-
tion D:

Round six: Leongatha B 735.32 de-
feated FPTRC C 725.26. 

Bradley Hall 249.18; Peter Gallus 
248.09; Allan Ross 238.05; William 
Ross 234.02.   

Round seven: Wangaratta 2 734.26 
defeated Leongatha B 720.25. 

Peter Gallus 249.13; Allan Ross 
236.06; William Ross 235.06; Cam-
eron Davidson 232.07; Bradley Hall 
x248.10. 

Round eight: Sale B 734.36 defeat-
ed Leongatha B 720.18. 

Peter Gallus 247.09; William Ross 
237.03; Cameron Davidson 236.06; 
Allan Ross 230.07; Bradley Hall 
x250.16.   

Ladder: FTTRC C 24; Sale B 24; 
Wangaratta 2 20; Leongatha B 16; 
Kyabram B 12; Numurkah B 0. 

The club shoots on Friday nights 
at 8pm at the rifle club on the Leon-
gatha Recreation Reserve.

Any inquiries, please call R. Spratt 
5664 2358.

SPORTS
King’s Birthday a  

treat at Grand  
Ridge parkrun

Leongatha Small  
Bore Rifle Club

Local flavour at Motocross Championships
NEWHAVEN College Head 

of Senior School, Mr Brett 
Torstonson, was honoured to 
be invited by Chris Townsend 
and his son, Baylin, to attend 
one of Baylin’s National Mo-
tocross Championship events 
recently at Loy Yang, near Tr-
aralgon.

“One of the most extraordi-
nary sporting events I have 
ever had the pleasure of wit-
nessing. Not for the sport it-
self, but for the exhilaration 
and meaning that this sport 
brings to the life of so many, 
but in my world, to the lives of 
three of our current students, 
and one of our past students. 

“Now I am not a motorsport 
fan. I am the proud owner of a 
fully electric BMW I4 and very 
much enjoy touting the joys of 
“going electric” and being able 
to fully charge my car over-
night at home for a little more 
than $13.50 for a full charge. 
I was entering a world that 
was foreign to me,” said Brett.

The event was astonishing 
as the track itself changes 
with every race, indeed ev-
ery lap, with the dirt shifting 
around the track making a 
racing line useful in one lap 
and dangerous in the next. 
Each rider had to adapt to 
the conditions as the race un-
folded. 

There to watch the U18 race, 
Brett saw Baylin Townsend 
flying around the track. 

“I later found out that in his 
first race of the day (the first 
race I watched), Baylin fell 
from his bike twice, and yet 
managed to finish the race in 
14th place,” said Brett. 

After taking in the sights 

for a while after Baylin’s first 
race, Brett eventually found 
the Fockertown Racing Team 
at their base – an exhausted 
Baylin resting and the team 
looking at his and other bikes. 

Baylin’s dad, Chris, wel-
comed Brett into their base, 
where he also caught up with 
Newhaven College Year 9 stu-
dent Nelly Fox, the only fe-
male rider to race on the day 
in any category, and her older 
brother Oscar (a former Ne-
whaven student), who races 
in the same category as Bay-
lin.

“Nelly and Oscar’s mum im-
mediately cooked me lunch 
and invited me in so that I 
could better understand what 
I had been watching. Baylin’s 
younger brother, Lawson, I 
didn’t see, but he was there 
– not a rider, but a worker 
in the Honda Racing Team’s 
hospitality and engineering 
trailer. 

“What amazed me most 
on this day was the commit-
ment required by not only the 
young racers in this sport but 
also their families.” 

Baylin, Oscar and Nelly’s 

families commit considerable 
time and finances to ensure 
they can compete in the sport 
that they very clearly love. 

“I cannot thank Chris 
Townsend, Steven and Megan 
Fox enough for their hospi-
tality and generosity on this 
wonderful Sunday. The joy 
that this sport brings to both 
families, not just the riders, 
was palpable. Baylin himself 
is a modest young man who 
does have professional aspi-
rations in the sport, and he 
may well succeed in this cut-
throat arena; he is that good.” 

National Motocross Championship Riders, from left, Oscar Fox (former Newhaven College 
student), Nelly Fox (current Newhaven College Year 9 student), Mr Brett Torstonson (Head of 
Senior School) and Baylin Townsend (current Year 12 Newhaven College student). 

THE Newhaven College MTB 
Academy made the trek to Red 
Hill on Friday, May 30 to deliver 
a strong and spirited perfor-
mance at the Rocky Trail Acad-
emy Melbourne School Champi-
onship, with 25 students taking 
on the challenging course in a 
day full of fun, thrills and out-
standing results.

Competing against schools 
from across the region, Ne-
whaven riders made their mark 
with podium finishes in all 
three categories they entered. 
Lucy Thompson led the charge 
with a commanding first-place 
finish in the Years 7–8 Girls di-
vision, showcasing both techni-
cal skill and superior fitness. 
In the Years 7–8 Boys, Maxen 
Mills’ strong performance se-
cured a place on the podium 
with a well-earned third place, 
while Hamish Dakers-Hock 
also placed third in the ultra-
competitive Years 9–10 Boys 
category.

Thanks to outstanding in-
dividual performances and a 
strong team effort, Newhaven 
College achieved an impres-
sive second place overall in the 
school standings, surpassing 
several schools with long-es-
tablished mountain biking pro-
grams. With momentum build-
ing, Newhaven’s MTB students 
are already setting their sights 
on the top spot as the series 
continues, with the next event 
scheduled for early September 
in Silvan, Yarra Ranges.

Congratulations to all riders, 
supporters, and coaches who 
made the day a success.

Podium finish at the Rocky Trail Academy Championship  

Newhaven College MTB Academy made their mark with podium finishes at Red Hill.

THIS week marked the start of the 
Winter Pairs Bridge competition, 
with John Farr and Bronwyn Sund 
emerging victorious with an impres-
sive 61.21 per cent. 

On Wednesday, the nationwide 
competition saw Shirley Stewart and 
Jill Short winning with a remarkable 
65.48 per cent.

In other news, president Caroline 
Shaw embarked on a journey to Mel-
bourne on Friday to participate in 
the Australian Bridge Federation’s 
President’s Day. 

The club extends its best wishes to 
her and partner Jill Short for their 
performance in the competition.

Winter Pairs kicks off 
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BREAKAWAY BOWLS
IT WAS a quiet day on Monday 

as a few members have joined 
others for the trip to Bright for 
the week.

The winners were Jan Murphy 
and Graeme McAlpine. 

They had a very respectable 
score of +15 – well done.

Another enjoyable day with 
friends was had on Friday. 

The club was down a few play-
ers, but back to full strength for 
Monday. 

The winners were Peter Gren-
ville and Pat Novak. 

They had a very respectful 
score of +19 – well done.

FOSTER
SOCIAL bowls is going okay on 

Saturdays, although some days 
can be not so good weatherwise. 

When all goes well, the club 
has a great roll-up. 

Twelve players hit the green 
Saturday a week ago for a great 
afternoon of pairs play with a 
2x4x2 format.

The winners for the day were 
Ian Park and Frank Raiti. 

Everyone enjoyed the after-
noon and look forward to more. 

Last week’s Wednesday night 
indoor bowls was a bit down on 
numbers, but the club still had a 
great evening with lots of laughs.

The winning team was Ross 
Wheeler, Rosa Raiti, Bev Tyers 
and Mark Taylor, who took home 
the Kit Kat and Smartie prizes. 

The club welcomes you all to 
join in the fun. 

INVERLOCH
DON’T forget the Bowl Over 

Cancer Day event will be held on 
Thursday, June 12. 

The day will be different with 
four games of five ends. 

Lunch will be after the second 
game. 

Homemade soup and bread 
will be available. 

After the last game, the club 
will be holding an afternoon tea. 

Please bring a plate to share. 
A trading table will also be 

available on the day as well as a 
raffle. 

Wear something pink to show 
your support.

Last Thursday saw more than 
36 bowlers attend. 

The hard luck story for the day 
was the team of Reg Varty (skip), 
Gary Scott, Peter Gentsch and 
Shirley Turton. 

Runners-up were Laurel Lee 
(skip), Jenny Haydon, Ryan 
Luke and Harry Evans. 

The eventual winners with two 
wins were John Hallas (skip), Di 
Selby and John Cook. 

Those members that are in-
tending to play pennant this sea-
son should register their name 
on the sheet in the clubroom. 

This will help the club to en-
ter the correct number of teams 
based on interest.

SW GIPPSLAND 
MIDWEEK

WHAT a great day to start back 
at Koo Wee Rup. 

It was a freezing cold morning 
where warm jumpers were the 
order of the day.

Tim prepared the green for the 
bowlers to play on, and made 
sure everything ran without any 
problems. 

The bowlers were welcomed in 
by John who does such a great 
job week in and week out.

Forty-five bowlers turned up to 
play as well as Tony who broke a 
rib yesterday, but still turned up 
to watch his friends play.

Once on the green, everyone 
had fun as friends became ad-
versaries for the duration of the 
matches.

Lots of laughter as always 
with the occasional friendly 
banter being heard from the 
rinks.

Over the course of the day, the 
bowlers went from being rugged 
up to throwing the coats away as 
the day turned into what seemed 
like a beautiful spring day. 

The club has been so lucky 
with the weather so far this year.

The winners on a magnifi-
cent score of 39 were Amanda 
Bozelle (2), Alan Weeden (L), Jay 
A.D. (3) and Louis Magri (S). 

Runners-up on a great score of 
37 were Michael Sheers (2), Bev 
Elliott (3), Richard Kerr (L) and 
Bill Sherriff (S). 

Best one game winners on a 
score of 19 were John Nicholson 
(S), Margaret Hoy (3), Gillian 
Harper (2) and Tony Morris (L). 

A big thank you to Tim from 
Koo Wee Rup for all his hard 
work preparing the green as 
well as behind the bar and in the 
kitchen. 

What a great job he did.
Next week, the club will be 

meeting up at Lang Lang to once 
again challenge friends for team 
of the week.

Please, be on site by 10am as 
the numbers are getting quite 
high and if you are in after the 
books are full then you may have 
to miss out.

Meanwhile till then, have fun 
and stay safe.

WONTHAGGI
THE weather had a say about 

bowls this week. 

Wednesday was a fine but 
cold day to greet 24 bowlers. 

Three bowl pairs were the or-
der of the day. 

There were three teams that 
were two game winners. 

The teams that were unlucky 
were Stan Noad and Fred Kel-
low, along with Rob Westbrook 
and John Migliorisi. 

The winners were Denise 
Silver and Trevor Teer with 
a score of two wins and 35 
points. 

Saturday was a wet and cold 
day. 

It was not a hard decision to 
call the bowls off for the day. 

Friday night was a good night 
even with numbers down a lit-
tle with it being a long week-
end. 

Rod was a very happy winner 
of the meat tray plus a brekky 
pack. 

The other brekky pack went 
to Allan. 

The members’ draw did not 
go off with Jim Mitchell not in 
the room. 

Next week, the members’ 
draw will be $80. 

Bowls this week:
Wednesday: Social bowls at 

12.30pm. 
Friday: Coaching at 10am. 
Saturday: Social bowls at 

12.30pm. 
Just a reminder about the 

Pennant sheets. 
Put your name or names on 

the lists so the club can plan 
for the next pennant season. 

Friday is going well with meat 
trays plus other prizes. 

The member’s draw this 
week stands at $80 – another 
good reason to be there. 

Have a good week and good 
bowling. 

WONTHAGGI INDOOR
ON TUESDAY, the club had 

22 players compete. 
The winners with a plus 18 

were Jenny Bakker, Max Sweet-
nam, Allan Ireland and Steve 
Rosenberg. 

Runners-up on plus 13 were 
Pam Russell, Sylvia Mattock, 
Ray McCurry and Jim Wilson. 

Friday saw another good tur-
nup of 21. 

The winners on plus 10 were 
Lia Smith, Pam Russell, Jo-
sephine McIntyre and Fred 
Demenech. 

Runners-up on plus two were 
Judy Sweetnam, Ray McCurry, 
Allan Ireland and John Fergu-
son. 

The club welcomed two new 
members to the club this week 
– Sean and Josephine, welcome 
to you both.

SPORT  | BOWLS

South West Gippsland Midweek Bowls Group’s winners were 
Amanda Bozelle (2), Alan Weeden (L), Jay A.D. (3) and Louis 
Magri (S).

The best one game winners on a score of 19 for the South 
West Gippsland Midweek Bowls Group were John Nicholson (S), 
Margaret Hoy (3), Gillian Harper (2) and Tony Morris (L). 

Di Selby, John Hallas (skip) and John Cook were the Thursday 
social bowls winners at the Inverloch Bowling Club. 

Ross Wheeler, Rosa Raiti, Bev Tyers and Mark Taylor won 
indoor bowls at the Foster Bowls Club on Wednesday night. 

Lia Smith, Fred Demenech, Pam Russell and Josephine 
McIntyre were the winners with +10 at Wonthaggi Senior Indoor 
Bowls on Friday. 

Winners of the Korumburra Bowls Club’s Monthly Triples 
sponsored by Williams Edwards and Findlay were Lyn Thomas, 
Jaye Allen-Dayle and Claire Sheers.

Jan Murphy and Graeme McAlpine were 
the Monday winners at Breakaway Bowls. 

Peter Grenville and Pat Novak won 
Breakaway Bowls on Friday. 

Wonthaggi Bowls Club’s Wednesday winners were 
Denise Silver and Trevor Teer.
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FOSTER
UNDER grey skies and at 

times, heavy rain, Will Cashin 
(35) had a brilliant round of 
105/70 nett to win the men’s 
June medal which was spon-
sored by the Exchange Hotel. 
Will’s round secured him the 
B grade trophy along with the 
June medal from Jake Pilking-
ton (18) by just one shot. Jake 
won a ball down the line and his 
round of 89/71 nett won the B 
grade scratch along with nearest 
to pin on the 15th hole. Simon 
Barwick (11) was the best of the 
A graders to complete his round 
and won with a modest 89/78 
nett, his round also claiming the 
A grade scratch. Neil Henry was 
the best player with the short 
stick with 28 putts. Neil also 
won nearest to pin on the 15th, 
while Mitchel Dyke was nearest 
on the sixth. It was a tough day 
for most, the rain kept many 
at home in front of the fire and 
forced some to pull out of their 
rounds after nine holes.

The best weather for the week 
was probably on Wednesday 
when 13 of our ladies played off 
for the June medal with Shir-
ley Cook generously donating 
the trophies. Kylie Collins (11) 
won with 80/69 nett. She also 
won A Grade and nearest to 
pin on the sixth. Shirley Cook 
(31) played sensationally with a 
round of 105/74 nett to win her 
trophy back for B grade. Robyn 
Galloway (10) was amongst the 
four players in the ladies’ nine-
hole competition who played on 
the back nine, winning with 16 
points as well as nearest to pin 
on the 17th. In Geraldine Sin-
clair’s (23) last medal at Foster 
before she moves away, she won 
a ball down the line with 98/75 
nett as well as winning the put-
ting with 30 putts. Di Walker 
(26) claimed the final ball down 
the line with 102/76 nett. Next 
week there is a Par event with 
Trudi Prue sponsoring the tro-
phies.

A small yet keen group of 
eight players took to the course 
on Tuesday for our usual Stabl-
eford event. Amongst the eight, 
we welcomed Mark Huntington 
to his first competition round at 
Foster GC. The winner for the 
day was Peter Jordan (26) with 
an excellent 35 points. There 
was only one ball down the 
line, Pat McKay (7) took it out 
on a three-way countback with 
33 points. Mick Connellan had 

a very impressive tee shot that 
saw him finish within a metre of 
the 13th hole and earn himself 
nearest to pin. 

Thirteen players tackled the 
course on Thursday under blue 
skies. The morning started very 
fresh with heated vests on full 
to combat the brisk air. Peter 
Dight (8) mastered the course 
and played to his handicap with 
36 points. Both John Stone 
(18) and Elisa Nudelman (21) 
found themselves two points be-
hind on 34 points and both re-
ceived a ball down the line. Dave 
Hutchinson’s tee shot on the 
17th won him the only nearest 
to pin for the day. None of the 
field could hit the fourth green 
in one shot.

As we have now headed into 
Winter, it’s a timely reminder to 
carry those sand buckets and 
be wary of where you drive on 
the course.

KORUMBURRA
RESULTS: Tuesday, June 3.
Stableford:23 players.
A Grade: Jaarl Enbom (14) 39 

points. B Grade: John Kerr (19) 
34 points. NTPs: first Blayke 
Spokes, seventh Blayke Spokes, 
10th Steve Rose and 13th David 
Enbom. 

Thursday, June 5:
Stableford: 21 players. 
A Grade: Barry Kerr (10) 33 

points. B Grade: Peter McMaster 
(26) 35 points. NTPs: first Steve 
McNamara, seventh Shayne Har-
land, 10th Murray Fowles and 
13th Robert Litchfield. 

Saturday, June 7:
Sponsor: Noel and Barb Walk-

er. Monthly Medal: 20 players.  
Winner: Ray Ludenia 70 net.

A Grade: Roy Fleming (8) 74 
net. B Grade: Ray Ludenia (14) 
70 net. Scratch winner: Matt 
Wrigley (0.0) 77 off the stick.

NTPs: first Barry Kerr, sev-
enth Ray Ludenia and 13th Dale 
Wyhoon. 

LEONGATHA
TUESDAY, June 3: Stableford.  
Tuesday’s event was a Stabl-

eford event with 63 members/
guests taking to the course. 

Overall winner: Michael 
O’Rafferty (14) with a high score 
of the day of 34 points.

A Grade winner: Michael 
O’Rafferty (14) with a score of 34 
points on a countback.

A Grade runner-up: Craig Hams 
(9) with a score of 34 points on a 
countback.

B Grade winner: Bernard 
Skerys (17) with a score of 33 
points.

B Grade runner-up: Gordon Al-
lan (17) with a score of 32 points 
on a countback.

C Grade winner: Gary Sharrock 
(19) with a score of 31 points.

C Grade runner-up: Rene Zeller 
(22) with a score of 29 points.

NTP fifth second shot: Frank 
Kauhausen. NTP 14th: Nicholas 
Byrne. NTP 16th: Hans Hoefler.

Thursday, June 5: Stableford. 
Thursday’s event was a Stable-

ford round with a field of 77 mem-
bers/guests with a shotgun start. 

Colder conditions with the fast-
er greens made high scores more 
challenging.

Overall winner: Stuart Harry 
(14) with a high score of the day of 
39 points on a countback.

A Grade winner: Stuart Harry 
(14) with a score of 39 points.

A Grade runner-up: Steve Foster 
(14) with a score of 35 points.

B Grade winner: Ian Trease (19) 
with a score of 37 points.

B Grade runner-up: Timothy 
McCarthy (19) with a score of 35 
points.

C Grade winner: Russell Pent-
land (21) with a score of 39 points.

C Grade runner-up: Peter 
Omond (22) with a score of 33 
points on a countback.

NTP fifth second shot: Stuart 
Harry. NTP 14th: Denis McDon-
ald. NTP 16th: Josh de Groot.

Saturday, June 7: Monthly Med-
al Stroke Event. 

Saturday was the Monthly Med-
al Stroke round with a field of 
72 members/guests taking to the 
course in wet and cold conditions.

Overall winner: Daniel Jolley 
(13) with a net low score of the 
day 64.

A Grade winner: Tony Morganti 
(9) with a net score of 69.

A Grade runner-up: Richard 
Price (10) with a net score of 73 
on a countback.

B Grade winner: Daniel Jolley 
(13) with a net score of 64.

B Grade runner-up: Ken Smirk 
(14) with a score of 72.

C Grade winner: Sean Munley 
(26) with a net score of 70.

C Grade runner-up: Kevin Snell 
(20) with a net score of 73.

NTP fifth second shot: Phil Dou-
glass. NTP 14th: Mark Billows. 
NTP 16th: Chris Indian.

Ladies 
EVANS Petroleum was the spon-

sor of the women’s Stableford 
event last week.

All winners and runners-up 
received a generous voucher for 
their efforts. 

It was great to see a good roll-up 
for presentations managed very 
capably by vice-captain Chris Lay. 

Jenny Teasdale, no stranger to 
the winning circle, won A Grade 
with 32 points. 

Dot Stubbs was the runner-up 
with 29 points. 

B Grade was won by Jill Moor 
with 30 points and Nan Meagher 
was the runner-up with a score of 
28.

Balls down the line went to 24 – 
Anna de Bondt, Bronwyn Deben-
ham, Anne Gibson, Di Williams, 
Joc Howson and Cheryl Borg.

Nearest the pin on the 16th was 
won by Bronwyn Debenham. 

Robin Smith had a win this 
week in the nine-hole competi-
tion, finishing with 17 points. 

Marie Sands earned a ball down 
the line with 15 points.

MEENIYAN
UNDER cloudy skies, a chilly 

breeze and conditions chang-
ing the June Monthly Medal was 
played for with Jan Trease the 
sponsor. 

Irene Holm was the winner 
with 78 net from Dot Christie 79 
net.

Down the line balls went to Su-
san Straw and Veronica Park.

Veronica also won the putting 
with 28 putts. 

Last week’s results for the 
4BBB sponsored by Jenny Cope 
saw Tanya Thorson and Irene 
Holm pairing up well to win with 
43 points with the runners-up 
Heather Poletti and Sue Hoskin 
having 38 points. 

A big thank you goes to the 
Bendigo Bank Toora, Foster and 
Welshpool for the grant money 
that Meeniyan Golf Club received 
for new outdoor furniture.

MIRBOO NORTH
TUESDAY, June 3: Stableford.
A Grade: T. Whitelaw (9) 44 

points
B Grade: N. Whichello (14) 39 

points.
DTL: B. Wells, G. Renwick and 

N. Baker 35.
NTP: fourth B. Wells, sixth P. 

Cummaudo and 16th J. Hughes.
Birdies: 16th N. Whichello.
Saturday, June 7: Stroke.
A Grade: P. Smart (8) 72 net.
B Grade: N. Whichello, (14) 76 

net.
DTL: M. Payne 73, M. Snell, S. 

Duff 74 and R. Scurlock 75 c/b.

NTP: fourth M. Payne, sixth R. 
Scurlock and 16th Tim Traill.

Birdies: fourth M. Payne and 
R. Scurlock.

WONTHAGGI
RESULTS: June 5, SR. 71.
Competition: Stableford 18-

hole. Winner: Richard Luykx 42. 
Runner up: Michael Hethering-
ton 41. 

Ball sweep: Tim Skate 40, Phil-
lip McCrimmon 36, Jonathon 
Wade 35 and Gary Youlten 35. 

Results: June 5, SR. 34.5. 
Competition: Stableford front 

nine-hole.         
Winner: Richard Luykx 26. 
Ball sweep: Norm Burne 19, 

Secondo Tiziani 17 and Willy 
Williams 16. 

Results: June 7, S.R 72.
Competition: Monthly Medal 

Stroke. Monthly Medal: Scott 
Williams 72. A Grade: Peter Dell	
 73.  B Grade: Brendon Staple-
ton 75 C Grade: Rohan Todd 73. 
BDTL to 81. 

Ball sweep: Michael Hethering-
ton 76, Alister Pike 77, Jarrod 
Brusamarello 77, Max Ahearne 
78, John Walsh 78, Daniel Buck-
thorpe 79, Francis Loughran 79, 
Ben Martin 79, Andrew Fraser 
81 and Hamish Burns 81.

NTPs: Brendon Stapleton sec-
ond. All other nearest the pins 
were not claimed.

WOORAYL
WEDNESDAY was Monthly 

Medal Day. 
Nine ladies competed on a 

day that turned out to be lovely 
weather-wise.

Monthly Medallist and A Grade 
winner was Heather Sullivan 
with 78 net. 

B Grade was won by Bev 
Bridge with 81 net. 

Balls down the line went to A 
Graders Pauline Lancaster 81 
net and Anne Grist 82. 

Ann Poole just missed out with 
83. 

Nearest the pins were Kath 
Davis eighth, Pauline Lancaster 
11th and Heather Sullivan 17th. 

Heather had an amazing gob-
bler on the eighth. 

The putting was very close 
with Jo Fennell winning on a 
countback from Heather with 27 
putts. 

Other highlights were Barb 
James’s turnaround on the sec-
ond nine and Inge and Kath’s vy-
ing for the highest score.

Sponsor of the day was Jenny 
Riseley.

  |  SPORTGOLF

Winners of the Evans Petroleum Stableford event at the Leongatha Golf Club were Jenny Teasdale, 
Dot Stubbs, Jill Moor and Nan Meagher.

Heather Sullivan was the A Grade winner and Monthly Medallist, 
and B Grade was won by Bev Bridge at the Woorayl Golf Club. 

Jaarl Enbom was Tuesday’s 
A Grade winner at the 
Korumburra Golf Club. 

Runner-up Dot Christie with 
winner Irene Holm at Meeniyan 
Golf Club’s June Monthly Medal.
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SPORT  | BASKETBALL

FOLLOWING a highly 
successful season, Ko-
rumburra Basketball As-
sociation’s domestic com-
petition held its grand 
final on June 1.

In some closely contest-
ed games, the results were 
as follows:

U12 Girls: Mystics 35 
defeated Fever 27. U12 
Boys: Nets 53 defeated 
Pistons 20. U14 Girls: 
Fire 35 defeated Comets 
26. U14 Boys: Knicks 50 
defeated Lakers 40. U17 
Girls: Pearls 48 defeated 
Gems 36. U17 Boys: Mag-
ic 47 defeated Cavaliers 

44. Masters: Black Sax 41 
defeated Mixtures 24. A 
Men: Rebels 38 defeated 
Bright Bombers 33.

The most valuable play-
ers (MVP) were also an-
nounced.

Congratulations to the 
following players:

U12 Girls Season MVP: 
Paige Wyatt. Grand Final 
MVP: Evie Rodwell.

U12 Boys: Season MVPs: 
Oliver Buttigieg and 
James Wallis. Grand Final 
MVP: Tyson James.

U14 Girls: Season 
MVPs: Shylah Coote and 
Pearl Cruickshank. Grand 

Final MVP: Pearl Cruick-
shank

U14 Boys: Season MVP: 
Kye Fisher. Grand Final 
MVP: Brax Byrnes.

U17 Girls: Season MVP: 
Billie Peterson. Grand Fi-
nal MVP: Lacy Fennell.

U17 Boys: Season MVPs: 
Angus O’Connor and 
Alistair Buckland, Grand 
Final MVP: Archie Evans.

Masters: Season MVP: 
Jason Blackmore. Grand 
Final MVP: Brett Guy.

A Men: Season MVPs: 
Boyd Robertson and An-
gus Kemper, Grand Final 
MVP: Angus Kemper.

Thrilling finals see out 
basketball season

U12 boys’ premiers Nets with runners-up Pistons.

Magic defeated Cavaliers in the U17 boys’ grand final.

Pearls were the premiers over Gems in the U17 girls’ grand final. 

Mystics defeated Fever in the U12 girls’ grand final.

Fire won the U14 girls’ premiership, defeating Comets.

The Master premiers were Black Sax over Mixtures.

Knicks enjoyed a grand final win in the U14 boys over Lakers.

Rebels won the A Men’s premiership over Bright Bombers.
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  |  SPORTSOCCER

ROUND 7 - SUNDAY, JUNE 115
Senior Mens: 

P-Island Breakers v Drouin Dragons Maroon 
Wonthaggi United v Leongatha Knights

 Korumburra City v Trafalgar Victory
Senior Womens: 

P-Island Breakers v Drouin Dragons Maroon
Wonthaggi United v Leongatha Knights

Mirboo North United v Lang Lang United
Korumburra City v Trafalgar Victory

Mens Reserves: 
Inverloch Stars v Leongatha Knights

P-Island Breakers v Drouin Dragons Maroon
Korumburra City v Trafalgar Victory

Under 17 Mixed: 
Inverloch Stars v Drouin Dragons Maroon Yellow
P-Island Breakers v Drouin Dragons Maroon, 
Wonthaggi United v Leongatha Knights Blue
Mirboo North United v Leongatha Knights White

Under 15 Girls:
P-Island Breakers v Drouin Dragons Maroon

Wonthaggi United v Leongatha Knights
Korumburra City v Drouin Dragons Yellow

Under 14 Mixed: 
Inverloch Stars v Drouin Dragons Maroon Yellow
P-Island Penguins v Drouin Dragons Maroon

Wonthaggi United v Leongatha Knights
Mirboo North United v Lang Lang United
Korumburra City v Phillip Island Stingrays

Under 12 Girls: 
P-Island Breakers v Drouin Dragons Maroon

Wonthaggi United v Leongatha Knights
Under 12A Mixed: 

Inverloch Stars v Drouin Maroon Yellow
Phillip Island v Drouin Dragons Maroon

Wonthaggi United v Leongatha Knights Blue
 Mirboo North United v Lang Lang United

Under 12B Mixed:
Inverloch Stars v Phillip Island Stingrays

Phillip Island Penguins v Drouin Dragons Yellow
Wonthaggi United v Leongatha Knights White

GIPPSLAND SOCCER LEAGUE

The GSL were awarded the Corrie Koppen Fair Play award. 

U16 Girls centre back Michaela Marr 
clears the ball from defence against her 
Latrobe opponent. 

OVER the long weekend 
the Gippsland Soccer League 
Representative Squads made 
their way up to Albury Wodon-
ga to participate in the annual 
Country Championships. 

This event brings together 
all the regional soccer asso-
ciations with 100 teams and 
over 1500 players competing 
for three days full of soccer. 

This year the GSL submit-
ted a record six teams into the 
tournament, U12s, U14s and 
U16s in both gender competi-
tions. 

Following a selection pro-
cess earlier in the year the 
teams have been diligently 
training with their coaches in 
preparation for the weekend. 

Despite being the second 
smallest association in atten-
dance and facing some incred-
ibly strong competition, every 
team notched up at least one 
win and multiple draws. 

With the U12 Girls team 
and U16 Boys teams making 

it into the semi-finals. Though 
they both went down to the 
ladder leaders and eventual 
winners of their competitions, 
they played strong, competi-
tive games. 

The Gippsland Soccer 
League was also honoured to 
be awarded the Corrie Kop-
pen Fair Play award for the 
region that best embodies 
the values of sportsmanship, 
respect and integrity through-
out the tournament.

This was a great acknowl-
edgement of the character 
of our players and coaches 
across the weekend. 

The GSL would like to 
thank the coaches and team 
managers for their tireless ef-
forts in the lead-up and dur-
ing the tournament. Their 
enthusiasm and passion is 
greatly appreciated. The GSL 
would also like to commend 
their representative squads 
for their quality play and con-
duct across the weekend. 

GSL reps compete in 
Country Championships

IN A thrilling round 3 of 
the Gippsland All Stars foot-
ball competition, Southern 
Gippsland’s under-15 boys 
showcased their talent with 
a commanding victory over 
Latrobe Valley, finishing with 
an exciting score of 120 to 18. 
Displaying remarkable skill 
and teamwork, the Southern 
Gippsland side dominated 
the match, with standout per-
formances from William Hul-
lick, Finn O’Halloran, Angus 
Oats, Charlie Burgess, James 
Martin, and Noah Bradley. 
Notably, Noah Bradley was a 
key player, scoring four goals, 
while Cruz Maund and Oscar 
Tuchtan contributed signifi-
cantly with three goals each.

The match took place at 
the Wonthaggi Recreation Re-
serve on the King’s Birthday 
long weekend. The Southern 
Gippsland squad’s impres-
sive strategy and execution 
were evident throughout 
the match, enabling them to 
maintain a strong lead on the 
scoreboard.

In the girls’ division, 
Southern Gippsland also 
triumphed over Latrobe Val-
ley, securing a convincing 
35-point win. Key players in 
this match included Bethany 
Grenness, Casey Johnson, 
Savannah Bergmeier, Harlow 
Reed, Khali Trewin, and Elli-
son Bickerton, whose efforts 
were instrumental in their 
success.

However, it wasn’t all per-
fect for Southern Gippsland, 
as the under-13 mixed team 
faced a challenging match, 
ultimately falling to Latrobe 
Valley by 33 points. On a 
brighter note, the under-14s 
clinched a nail-biting two-
point victory, showcasing 
their resilience and competi-
tive spirit.

Overall, it was a good result 
for Southern Gippsland, with 
strong performances and 
significant wins across the 
juniors, making it a memo-
rable round in the Gippsland 
All Stars competition going 
into the grand final. 

Tijian Coldora lines up for a kick. Photo: Jo O’Reilly Stubbs 
@joanna_oreilly_stubbs.

Southern Gippsland’s juniors dominate in the All Stars clash  

U16 Boys captain and centre back Peera Panyo goes in for 
the slide tackle in the U16 Boys semi-final. 
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A GRADE
Warragul Ind 32 lt Cora Lynn 49
Garfield 45 lt Tooradin-Dal 56
Kor-Bena 52 d NNG 50
IK 31 d Dalyston 29
P-Island 48 d KWR 35
B GRADE
Warragul Ind 17 lt Cora Lynn 63
Garfield 44 lt Tooradin-Dal 63
Kor-Bena 37 lt NNG 55
IK 26 lt Dalyston 43
P-Island 42 lt KWR 49
C GRADE
Warragul Ind 26 lt Cora Lynn 33
IK 37 d Dalyston 13
Garfield 34 lt Tooradin-Dal 43
Kor-Bena 26 lt NNG 48
P-Island 19 d KWR 18
D GRADE
IK 17 d Dalyston 14
Kor-Bena 17 lt NNG 41
Warragul-I 10 lt Cora Lynn 45
Garfield 31 lt Tooradin-Dal 39
P-Island 11 lt KWR 32

17 & UNDER
IK 19 lt Dalyston 24
Kor-Bena 27 lt NNG 45
Garfield 14 lt Tooradin-Dal 48
Warragul-I 20 lt Cora Lynn 44
P-Island 35 d KWR 18
15 & UNDER
IK 13 lt Dalyston 15
Garfield 4 lt Tooradin-Dal 45
P-Island 15 d KWR 12
Warragul-I 16 lt Cora Lynn 41
13 & UNDER
Garfield 14 lt Tooradin-Dal 33
IK 27 d Dalyston 2
Warragul-I 8 lt Cora Lynn 36
P-Island 15 lt KWR 22
Kor-Bena 9 lt NNG 30
11 & UNDER
IK 34 d Dalyston 5
Warragul-I 4 lt Cora Lynn 32
Garfield 20 d Tooradin-Dal 8
P-Island 8 lt KWR 23
Kor-Bena 11 lt NNG 25

RESULTS LADDERS

C GRADE                          %       pts
Cora Lynn 	 151.70 	 32
Tooradin-Dal 	 133.33	 30
Garfield  	 129.88	 28
Warragul Ind 	 129.66	 28
Inverloch-K 	 127.54   	26
Nar Nar Goon 	 132.27	 20
Kilcunda Bass 	 93.67	 16
Phillip Island 	 82.43	 16
Koo Wee Rup 	 66.78	 8
Dalyston 	 49.83 	 8
Kor-Bena 	 54.71	 4
D GRADE
Cora Lynn 	 220.59  	 36
Nar Nar Goon 	 168.47	 36
Garfield  	 139.13	 24
Koo Wee Rup 	 126.77 	 20
Tooradin-Dal 	 109.49	 20
Inverloch-K 	 99.57	 20
Kilcunda Bass 	 88.94	 20
Kor-Bena 	 95.88	 16
Phillip Island 	 77.17	 16
Warragul Ind 	 45.75	 4
Dalyston 	 37.50	 4

A GRADE                          %       pts
Nar Nar Goon 	 139.25	 32
Kor-Bena 	 133.11	 32
Cora Lynn 	 123.13 	 28
Inverloch-K 	 105.36	 28
Dalyston 	 115.85  	 24
Phillip Island 	 105.13	 18
Tooradin-Dal 	 103.88	 18
Kilcunda Bass 	 102.25	 16
Garfield  	 81.91	 14
Warragul Ind 	 59.61	 4
Koo Wee Rup 	 70.02	 2
B GRADE
Tooradin-Dal 	 181.17	 34
Dalyston 	 144.65	 32
Nar Nar Goon 	 147.06	 30
Cora Lynn 	 140.31 	 30
Kilcunda Bass 	 119.51	 24
Inverloch-K 	 109.62	 18
Phillip Island 	 100.57	 16
Koo Wee Rup 	 84.36	 12
Garfield  	 78.05	 8
Kor-Bena 	 66.67	 8
Warragul Ind 	 28.87 	 4

17 & UNDER                         %  pts
Cora Lynn 	 214.12	 36
Phillip Island 	 163.54	 32
Nar Nar Goon 	 139.42	 32
Warragul Ind 	 144.74	 24
Tooradin-Dal 	 122.18	 24
Dalyston 	 113.04	 20
Koo Wee Rup 	 98.86 	 16
Inverloch-K 	 68.38	 12
Kor-Bena 	 67.08	 8
Garfield  	 47.70	 6
Kilcunda Bass 	 33.04	 6
15 & UNDER
Nar Nar Goon 	 327.03	 36
Cora Lynn 	 304.42	 36
Tooradin-Dal 	 258.91	 28
Phillip Island 	 95.72	 24
Kilcunda Bass 	 78.13	 20
Warragul Ind 	 73.88	 20
Koo Wee Rup 	 76.26	 16
Dalyston 	 51.75	 12
Garfield  	 50.00	 12
Inverloch-K 	 53.01	 8
Kor-Bena 	 0.00	 0

13 & UNDER                    %       pts
Cora Lynn 	 366.32	 36
Nar Nar Goon 	 380.56	 34
Tooradin-Dal 	 200.66	 30
Garfield  	 128.18	 20
Kor-Bena 	 91.63	 20
Koo Wee Rup 	 89.41	 20
Phillip Island 	 78.26	 20
Kilcunda Bass 	 74.64	 12
Inverloch-K 	 51.80	 12
Warragul Ind 	 40.86	 8
Dalyston 	 15.03	 4
11 & UNDER
Cora Lynn 	 302.74	 36
Inverloch-K 	 300.00	 32
Koo Wee Rup 	 254.88	 32
Garfield  	 300.00	 28
Phillip Island 	 120.75	 22
Nar Nar Goon 	 106.02	 18
Kor-Bena 	 96.55	 16
Tooradin-Dal 	 75.69	 12
Dalyston 	 25.83	 8
Warragul Ind 	 17.76	 8
Kilcunda Bass 	 14.35	 4

WEST GIPPSLAND

SPORT  | NETBALL

It was a tight clash between Fish 
Creek and MDU on Saturday. Photo: Bec 
Casey Sports Photography.

Rhiannon Gallagher (Nyora GK) 
defends her opponents shot at goal.

Shannon Heylen lines up a shot at 
goal for Nyora in the A grade game.

Grace McLean moves the ball down 
the court for Fish Creek. Photo: Bec 
Casey Sports Photography.

A quick pass from Siena Musilli had 
the game back in action. Photo: Bec 
Casey Sports Photography.

Kate French (GD) for Inverloch–
Kongwak catches the pass on the run. 
ob06_2325

Brittany Thomas (GA) passes it 
towards Dalyston’s goals. ob07_2325

Korumburra-Bena’s Ash Cuff gets a pass to Elisha Nicholas with Mackenna 
Whiteside watching on in the A Grade match against Nar Nar Goon. 

Eva Garnham (WD) reaches out to 
secure the pass. ob10_2325

Wonthaggi and Leongatha compete in 
A Grade. A35_2325

Clair Grigg looks for an opening in 
defence for MDU. Photo: Bec Casey 
Sports Photography.
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17 & UNDER            %     pts
Bairnsdale 	 200.43	 32
Traralgon 	 237.02	 28
Sale 	 116.78	 28
Maffra 	 90.07	 16
Leongatha 	 89.17	 16
Drouin 	 85.00	 12
Moe 	 82.20	 12
Warragul 	 76.13	 12
Wonthaggi 	 65.01	 4
Morwell 	 53.82	 0
15 & UNDER
Traralgon 	 259.89	 32
Sale 	 174.46	 32
Moe 	 118.30	 22
Warragul 	 121.95	 20
Drouin 	 107.42	 16
Leongatha 	 108.92	 12
Bairnsdale 	 107.22	 12
Maffra 	 79.62	 10
Morwell 	 51.94	 4
Wonthaggi 	 8.38	 0
13 & UNDER
Leongatha 	 337.37	 32
Sale 	 189.44	 26
Moe 	 132.67	 22
Traralgon 	 161.04	 20
Bairnsdale 	 151.59	 18
Maffra 	 139.90	 18
Morwell 	 73.46	 12
Drouin 	 62.75	 8
Wonthaggi 	 29.91	 4
Warragul 	 12.50	 0

A GRADE                  %     pts
Moe	 178.19	 32
Warragul	 173.17	 28
Morwell	 116.62	 24
Drouin	 132.35	 20
Bairnsdale	 95.85	 20
Leongatha	 94.66	 16
Traralgon	 79.35	 8
Wonthaggi	 75.45	 8
Sale	 61.89	 4
Maffra	 50.00	 0
B GRADE
Leongatha 	 169.47	 32
Moe 	 148.73	 28
Wonthaggi 	 146.86	 28
Traralgon 	 119.88	 20
Drouin 	 92.48	 16 
Warragul 	 103.42	 12
Morwell 	 83.50	 12
Maffra 	 65.59	 8
Sale 	 65.23	 2
Bairnsdale 	 62.56	 2
C GRADE
Morwell 	 156.88	 30 
Leongatha 	 146.57	 30
Wonthaggi 	 143.10	 24
Bairnsdale 	 120.00	 20
Drouin 	 98.63	 16
Moe 	 92.65	 16
Traralgon  	 110.78	 12
Sale 	 84.85	 8
Warragul 	 55.52	 4
Maffra 	 48.25	 0

LADDERS

A GRADE
Catani 23 lt Neerim Sth 87
Lang Lang 40 d Bunyip 31
Poowong 36 lt Ellinbank 51
Longwarry 44 lt Trafalgar 55
Yarragon 45 d Buln Buln 23
Nyora 37 lt Nil-Darn 74
B GRADE
Catani 29 lt Neerim Sth 57
Longwarry 55 d Trafalgar 38
Lang Lang 14 lt Bunyip 57
Poowong 12 lt Ellinbank 48
Yarragon 34 lt Buln Buln 45
Nyora 7 lt Nil-Darn 71
C GRADE
Catani 36 lt Neerim Sth 42
Poowong 14 lt Ellinbank 44
Lang Lang 25 lt Bunyip 33
Nyora 1 lt Nil-Darn 48
Yarragon 32 lt Buln Buln 34
Longwarry 44 d Trafalgar 41

17 & UNDER
Yarragon 30 d Buln Buln 23
Lang Lang 45 d Bunyip 19
Longwarry 47 d Trafalgar 24
Poowong 35 d Ellinbank 13
Catani 32 d Neerim Sth 22
Nyora 7 lt Nil-Darn 53
15 & UNDER
Catani 30 d Neerim Sth 17
Nyora 9 lt Nil-Darn 29
Yarragon 16 lt Buln Buln 25
Lang Lang 19 d Bunyip 9
Longwarry 20 d Trafalgar 12
Poowong 29 d Ellinbank 20
13 & UNDER
Nyora 5 lt Nil-Darn 38
Catani 17 drew Neerim Sth 17
Yarragon 10 lt Buln Buln 31
Lang Lang 25 d Bunyip 9
Longwarry 7 lt Trafalgar 27
Poowong 16 drew Ellinbank 16

ELLINBANK
RESULTS

A GRADE                   %    	pts
Neerim South 	 231.09	 36
Nilma Darnum 	154.10	 32
Ellinbank 	 152.14	 28
Longwarry 	 126.70	 24
Trafalgar 	 126.68	 24
Lang Lang 	 88.53	 20
Poowong 	 82.89	 16
Yarragon 	 78.19	 12
Catani 	 77.43	 12
Bunyip 	 75.18	 8
Buln Buln 	 57.61	 4
Nyora 	 52.58	 0
B GRADE
Ellinbank 	 189.21	 36
Neerim South 	 159.55	 28
Nilma Darnum 	146.35	 28
Bunyip 	 132.46	 28
Lang Lang 	 98.20	 24
Catani 	 115.19	 16
Buln Buln 	 97.53	 16
Poowong 	 89.89	 16
Trafalgar 	 84.06	 8
Yarragon 	 74.03	 8
Longwarry 	 84.81	 4
Nyora 	 32.91	 0
C GRADE
Ellinbank 	 164.78	 32
Buln Buln 	 163.22	 32
Neerim South 	 112.79	 28
Trafalgar 	 141.64	 24
Longwarry 	 130.74	 24
Nilma Darnum 	 126.19	 20
Catani 	 120.15	 18
Yarragon 	 111.44	 18
Bunyip 	 85.37	 8
Lang Lang 	 65.96	 8
Poowong 	 77.45	 4
Nyora 	 10.00	 0

17 & UNDER 
Longwarry 	 183.57	 36
Nilma Darnum 	166.37	 32
Poowong 	 123.44	 28
Catani 	 115.54	 24
Lang Lang 	 145.32	 22
Yarragon 	 124.20	 22
Trafalgar 	 122.94	 20
Neerim South 	 90.88	 12
Buln Buln 	 84.56	 8
Bunyip 	 64.29	 6
Ellinbank 	 52.44	 6
Nyora 	 19.41	 0
15 & UNDER
Catani 	 260.00	 36
Poowong 	 200.76	 32
Lang Lang 	 168.03	 28
Neerim South 	 147.90	 24
Bunyip 	 116.32	 24
Buln Buln 	 125.15	 20
Longwarry 	 111.25	 16
Nilma Darnum 	105.65	 16
Yarragon 	 77.23	 12
Ellinbank 	 61.36	 4
Trafalgar 	 50.56	 4
Nyora 	 11.51	 0
13 & UNDER
Lang Lang 	 598.33	 36
Trafalgar 	 320.43	 36
Bunyip 	 257.94	 28
Buln Buln 	 255.00	 24
Nilma Darnum 	119.25	 20
Longwarry 	 75.62	 16
Poowong 	 70.16	 14
Catani 	 58.19	 14
Neerim South 	 63.03	 10
Ellinbank 	 46.77	 10
Yarragon 	 73.87	 8
Nyora 	 5.76	 0

LADDERS

  |  SPORTNETBALL

A GRADE
Drouin 62 d Maffra 18
Moe 63 d Warragul 57
Sale 40 lt Morwell 55
Leongatha 48 d Wonthaggi 31
Bairnsdale 50 d Traralgon 28
B GRADE
Drouin 60 d Maffra 29
Moe 49 d Warragul 44
Sale 38 lt Morwell 48
Leongatha 43 d Wonthaggi 27
Bairnsdale 34 lt Traralgon 57
C GRADE
Drouin 30 d Maffra 21
Moe 42 d Warragul 19
Sale 30 lt Morwell 40
Leongatha 42 d Wonthaggi 23
Bairnsdale 32 d Traralgon 28

17 & UNDER
Drouin 44 d Maffra 37
Moe 33 lt Warragul 39
Sale 50 d Morwell 19
Leongatha 27 d Wonthaggi 10
Bairnsdale 41 d Traralgon 38
15 & UNDER
Drouin 29 d Maffra 22
Moe 43 d Warragul 28
Sale 47 d Morwell 16
Leongatha 73 d Wonthaggi 4
Bairnsdale 39 lt Traralgon 56
13 & UNDER
Drouin 24 lt Maffra 26
Moe 41 d Warragul 4
Sale 47 d Morwell 18
Leongatha 60 d Wonthaggi 10
Bairnsdale 33 d Traralgon 27

GIPPSLAND
RESULTS

Goalkeeper Bianca Monson gets 
hands to the ball in the A Grade match 
between Poowong and Ellinbank. Photo: 
Jeff Tull.

A Grade netballer Mia 
Blackwood looks to make a pass 
for Poowong. Photo: Jeff Tull.

Poowong’s Mackenzie Fort puts the 
pressure on Ellinbank’s goal shooter in 
Saturday’s A Grade match. Photo: Jeff 
Tull.

Elicia Garnham passes for Leongatha 
during its C Grade win over Wonthaggi. 
A18_2325

Wonthaggi and Leongatha compete in the final quarter of the C Grade 
match. A15_2325

Jade Cashin looks ahead for Leongatha 
during its B Grade win over Wonthaggi. 
A29_2325

Leongatha’s Jade Cashin strives to prevent Wonthaggi’s Jess Blair from 
taking possession during the B Grade game. A32_2325

Brooke Anderson prepares to fire off a pass for Wonthaggi during its B 
Grade loss to Leongatha. A27_2325
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AU39230AU39230 0400 001 465Shop 1/13 Inverloch Road, Wonthaggi 
citytocoastair.com  *Terms & conditions apply       

GIFT CARD CAMPAIGN
BONU$
Purchase and have an eligible split or ducted air conditioning 
unit installed and received a BONUS Gift Card*

OFFER ENDS JULY 31 2025 *Conditions apply

Interested in the Victorian Energy Upgrades (VEU) program? Rebates of up to $5,000 may be 
available.

Western Bulldogs 

Hawthorn

Brisbane

Geelong

Fremantle

Port Adelaide 

Carlton 

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  6

41 McCartin Street,  
Leongatha
5662 2529      

JUSTIN 
CAPORALE 

Wonthaggi
0400 001 465

Western Bulldogs

Adelaide

Brisbane

Geelong

Fremantle

Melbourne

Carlton

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  4

LEIGH
DONOHUE

FOOTY  TIPPING

KRIS 
BAKER

78-80 Watt Street, 
Wonthaggi
5672 5760

St Kilda 

Hawthorn 

Brisbane 

Geelong

Fremantle

Port Adelaide 

Carlton

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  6

72

ADAM 
WARE

2/88-98 Watt Street, 
Wonthaggi

1800 358 131 

Western Bulldogs 

Adelaide

Brisbane 

Geelong 

Fremantle

Port Adelaide 

Carlton

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  4

BJS Agencies (Leongatha) Pty Ltd

5/8 Smith Street, Leongatha

Phone: 5662 2504

Email: info@bjsib.com.au

DON’T CRY OVER
SPILT MILK
DON’T CRY OVER
SPILT MILK

BJS Insurance Brokers (Gippsland) Pty Ltd

129-131 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

Phone: 5671 3600

Email: gippsland@bjsib.com.au

Enjoy greatly enhanced

available exclusively to BJS clients
Milk Contamination Cover

Enjoy greatly enhanced

available exclusively to BJS clients
Milk Contamination Cover

20252025
Sentinel-Times

DARRYL 
McGANNON

1 Roughead Street,
Leongatha
5662 2327

Western Bulldogs

Adelaide

Brisbane

Geelong

Fremantle

Port Adelaide

Carlton

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  5

79

BEN
FISHER

81 Commercial Street,
Korumburra
5655 1024

Western Bulldogs 

Hawthorn 

Brisbane 

Geelong

Fremantle

Port Adelaide 

Carlton

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  5

Western Bulldogs 

Hawthorn 

Brisbane 

Essendon

North Melbourne 

Port Adelaide  

Carlton

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  5

RYAN
SHANE

7-13 Hughes Street, 
Leongatha
5662 2302

64 62

JAE
DAVEY

62-64 McBride Avenue, 
Wonthaggi
7051 0720

Western Bulldogs

Hawthorn 

Brisbane 

Geelong 

Fremantle

Port Adelaide

Carlton

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  4

6/5 Cyclone Street, 
Wonthaggi

Darren 0405 603 569 
Craig 0415 641 845

St Kilda 

Hawthorn 

Brisbane 

Geelong 

Fremantle 

Melbourne 

Carlton 

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  6

69

Sea Breeze 
Screens

CRAIG 
FARRINGTON 

DARREN 
TILEY

64

79

CARL
LINDSAY

145 Graham Street,
Wonthaggi   
5672 1137

Western Bulldogs

Hawthorn 

Brisbane 

Geelong 

Fremantle

Melbourne 

Carlton

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  6

75

75

ALEX 
GEYER

Wonthaggi 5672 5522
Leongatha 5662 2941

Western Bulldogs 

Adelaide

GWS 

Geelong 

Fremantle

Port Adelaide 

West Coast 

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  7

76

DANIEL 
CHETLAND           

119 Graham Street, 
Wonthaggi   
5672 1027

Western Bulldogs

Hawthorn 

Brisbane 

Geelong 

Fremantle

Port Adelaide

Carlton

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  4

6872
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MASSIVE
STOCKTAKE SALE

STOREWIDE
Must End: Monday, June 30

Up
to 50%

24 Inverloch Rd Wonthaggi 
Ph 5672 5906

JA
23

11
0

All furniture 
& bedding

UP TO 50% OFF RRP
SAVE, SAVE, SAVE ... 

WHILE YOU CAN!

OFF
RRP

AARON 
McGREGOR

24 Inverloch Road,
Wonthaggi
5672 5906

Western Bulldogs

Adelaide

Brisbane

Geelong

Fremantle

Port Adelaide

Carlton

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  6

HAYDEN 
POPPE

6/6 Cyclone Street, 
Wonthaggi
5672 2543

Western Bulldogs

Hawthorn 

Brisbane

Geelong

North Melbourne 

Port Adelaide 

West Coast

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  3

68

          
54 Graham Street, 

Wonthaggi
5672 1311

Western Bulldogs 

Adelaide

Brisbane 

Geelong 

Fremantle

Melbourne 

Carlton

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  5

72

EDDIE 
CHANDLER

KEITH
KELLY

BRAD
HODSON

15/17 Murray Street,
Wonthaggi
5672 5878

Western Bulldogs

Adelaide 

Brisbane 

Geelong 

Fremantle

Port Adelaide

Carlton 

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  6

7678

LIAM 
SAWYER 

16 McBride Avenue, 
Wonthaggi
5672 1007

Western Bulldogs 

Hawthorn

Brisbane 

Geelong 

Fremantle

Port Adelaide 

Carlton

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  6

78

DAVID 
ENGLAND

3/45–61 McKenzie St, 
Wonthaggi
5644 2080

Western Bulldogs 

Adelaide

Brisbane

Geelong

Fremantle

Melbourne 

Carlton

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  5

77

JA
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10
8

346 Bass Highway, 
Wonthaggi LMCT 8179 

5672 1722

Proudly brought to you by

WARREN
STEWART

346 Bass Highway, 
Wonthaggi   
5632 3503

Western Bulldogs

Hawthorn

Brisbane

Geelong

Fremantle

Melbourne

Carlton

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  5

BRETT
JACOBS

28 Inverloch Road,
Wonthaggi   
5672 4770

Western Bulldogs 

Hawthorn

Brisbane

Geelong

Fremantle

Port Adelaide

Carlton 

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  5

DYLAN 
CLARK

1 A’Beckett Street 
Inverloch

5674 1432 

Western Bulldogs 

Hawthorn 

Brisbane 

Geelong

Fremantle

Port Adelaide 

Carlton 

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  6

7773

67

PETER 
FORT

47 Station Street, 
Korumburra 
0417 332 141 

Western Bulldogs

Hawthorn 

Brisbane 

Geelong 

Fremantle

Port Adelaide

Carlton

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  5

77

PHIL 
HARDY

Western Bulldogs

Adelaide

Brisbane

Geelong

Fremantle

Port Adelaide

Carlton

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  7

317 White Road, 
Wonthaggi
5672 4017

LIGHT ENGINESBass Coast

80

Phil Hardy 80

Darryl McGannon 79

Justin Caporale 79

Aaron McGregor   78

Liam Sawyer 78

David England 77

Dylan Clark 77

Peter Fort 77

Alex Geyer 76

Brad Hodson 76

Adam Ware 75

Carl Lindsay 75

Warren Stewart 73

Ben Fisher 72

Keith & Eddie 72

Kris Baker 72

Craig & Darren 69

Daniel Chetland 68

Hayden Poppe 68

Brett Jacobs 67

Jae Davey 64

Ryan Shane 64

Leigh Donohue 62

LEADERBOARD
AFTER  ROUND 13
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  |  SPORTELLINBANK

SENIORS 
Buln Buln  16.6.102  d  Yarragon  6.9.45
Longwarry  14.7.91  d  Trafalgar  6.6.42
Lang Lang  6.17.53  d  Bunyip  5.10.40
Neerim Sth  24.13.157  d  Catani  7.9.51
RESERVES
Buln Buln  6.4.40  d  Yarragon  4.1.25
Trafalgar  7.1.43  d  Longwarry  5.12.42
Lang Lang  16.13.109  d  Bunyip  1.0.6
Neerim Sth  9.10.64  d  Catani  3.6.24
THIRDS
Buln Buln  9.10.64  d  Yarragon  1.2.8
Longwarry  16.23.119  d  Trafalgar  6.2.38
Lang Lang  14.16.100  d  Bunyip  1.0.6
FOURTHS
Yarragon  6.9.45  d  Buln Buln  3.5.23
Trafalgar  13.18.96  d  Longwarry  2.1.13
Bunyip  5.9.39  d  Lang Lang  2.2.14
Catani  8.13.61  d  Neerim Sth  2.3.15

ELLINBANK & DISTRICT LEAGUE LADDERS ROUND 9

Neerim South   9 0 388.86 36
Longwarry   8 1 247.88 32
Trafalgar   7 2 253.42 28
Buln Buln   6 3 149.26 24
Lang Lang   6 3 133.76 24
Yarragon   5 4 85.82 20
Ellinbank   4 5 143.35 16
Catani   3 6 90.33 12
Nilma Darnum   3 6 52.95 12
Nyora   3 6 52.73 12
Bunyip   0 9 36.57 0
Poowong   0 9 23.30 0

Lang Lang   8 1 676.10 32
Longwarry   8 1 545.96 32
Neerim South   7 2 398.32 28
Ellinbank   7 2 311.74 28
Trafalgar   7 2 256.94 28
Catani   5 4 97.86 20
Buln Buln   3 5 53.08 14
Yarragon   3 6 91.23 12
Bunyip   2 6 50.08 10
Nyora   2 7 26.87 8
Poowong   1 8 7.39 4
Nilma Darnum   0 9 19.90 0

Ellinbank   9 0 360.49 100.0
Longwarry   5 2 163.77 71.43
Buln Buln   6 3 203.56 66.67
Lang Lang   5 3 200.36 62.50
Neerim South   5 3 172.51 62.50
Nilma Darnum   5 3 157.48 62.50
Poowong   3 4 77.10 42.86
Trafalgar   2 6 59.31 25.00
Yarragon   0 8 21.48 0.00
Bunyip   0 8 10.55 0.00
Catani 0 0 0.00 0.00
Nyora 0 0 0.00 0.00

Bunyip   8 0 447.62 100.0
Trafalgar   6 2 244.73 75.00
Poowong   6 2 188.93 75.00
Yarragon   6 2 174.10 75.00
Ellinbank   6 3 121.97 66.67
Lang Lang   4 4 50.00 64.66
Buln Buln   3 5 89.32 37.50
Catani   3 5 80.76 37.50
Neerim South   2 7 62.41 22.22
Longwarry   1 7 44.68 12.50
Nilma Darnum   0 8 18.08 0.00
Nyora 0 0 0.00 0.00

SENIORS W   L  %  pts RESERVES W   L  %  pts THIRDS W L       %   MR FOURTHS W L      %   MR

IN OTHER GAMES...

Jason Wells (Longwarry) 72
Mason McGarrit (Neerim South)  64
Marc Holt (Lang Lang)   37

Bradley Blazevic (Longwarry)  34
Toby Bayne  (Neerim South) 29
Kurt Batt (Lang Lang) 27

Charlie Armour (Ellinbank) 23
Tai Liddiard (Lang Lang)  17
Blake Macdonald (Neerim South)  17

Hudson Grujic (Trafalgar) 26
Cruze Deal (Poowong) 24
Dylan Strating  (Neerim South) 21

LEADING GOAL KICKERS LEADING GOAL KICKERS LEADING GOAL KICKERS LEADING GOAL KICKERS

ELLINBANK 
& DISTRICT 
LEAGUE RESULTS

Poowong 2.1  3.3 3.3 3.4 (22)
Ellinbank 3.7 8.12 17.14 22.16 (148)
GOALS, Poowong: Z Gray, C Ives 1, 
T Lord 1 each
BEST: J Blackwood, C Cunningham, Z Gray, 
B Peters, R Schulz, A Henshall
GOALS, Ellinbank: L Pratt 7, A Battista 4, M Urie, 
J Cole, J Armstrong 2, R Carpenter, L Joyce, 
L Anderson, C Jolly, A Scott 1 each
BEST: M Urie, L Pratt, B Joyce, A Battista, 
T Jessup, J Armstrong
RESERVES
Poowong 0.1  0.1  0.1  0.1 (1)
Ellinbank 3.2  8.6  12.9  16.17 (113)
BEST, Poowong:  J Cawcutt, T Smethurst, 
B Moyce, T Moyce, J Graue
GOALS, Ellinbank: M Quigley, T Wright 5, B Dixon 
2, M Goodwin, S Paynter, M Dare, J Tylee 1 each
BEST: A Quirk, T Wright, M Dare, A Campbell, 
R Pyle, M Quigley
THIRDS
Poowong 1.2  1.2  1.2  1.2 (8)
Ellinbank 0.2  1.2  3.7  5.11 (41)
GOALS, Poowong: T Nieuwerth 1
BEST: G Monson, B Camp, J Foote, K Gilliatte, 
B Broadmore, M Cook
GOALS, Ellinbank: B Handley, H Cunningham 2, 
C Armour 1
BEST: C Armour, N Murphy, T Halloran-Lavelle, 
R Butters, B Handley, L Klason
FOURTHS
Poowong 2.2  5.2  6.4  8.5 (53)
Ellinbank 0.2  1.3  1.7  1.8 (14)
GOALS, Poowong: L Moriarty 3, K Zealley 2,
C Deal, L Wilson, T Dowel 1 each
BEST: L Moriarty, C Dorian, T Dowel, O Patterson, 
D Canavan, L Wilson
GOALS, Ellinbank: P Alger 1
BEST: P Alger, R Davidson, O Jenkins, C Pritchett, 
B Bingham

Nyora 2.0  6.3  8.5  13.6 (84)
N-Darnum 4.6  6.8  9.13  10.17 (77)
GOALS, Nyora: O Paora 3, J Hewitt, R Lazaros, 
L Lee, C Crestani 2, C Lucas, T Hotchkin 1 each
BEST: T Kirkbride, O Paora, T Hotchkin, 
C Crestani, C Lucas, L Lee
GOALS, N-Darmum: S Tapner 3, L Maffei 2, 
K Rossborough, H Morgan-Morris, B Fries, 
B Campbell, M Hunter 1 each
BEST: N Campbell, S Tapner, O Huson, S Crowle, 
B Campbell
RESERVES
Nyora 0.2  3.3  4.6  8.7 (55)
N-Darnum 2.1  2.3  5.4  6.4 (40)
GOALS, Nyora: S Till 3, A Dike 2, M Hughes, 
T Shiell 1 each
BEST: L Brock, A Dike, I Boswell, S Till, M Hughes, 
S Gallagher
GOALS, N-Darnum: S Mitchell 2, J Jarred, 
J Wishart, B Mooney, N Mackey 1
BEST: B Egan, C Demicoli, E Carlile, C Cupples, 
R Feil, T Ayama

148

77

22

84

POOWONG

NYORA

ELLINBANK

NILMA DARNUM
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Fourth-quarter momentum wins the game for Nyora
NYORA clung on to a seven-

point victory against Nilma 
Darnum on Saturday.

It was a battle between ninth 
and 10th at the Nyora Recre-
ation Reserve, with Nyora’s 
percentage now inching to-
wards that ninth position.

Nilma Darnum got the ball 
rolling with two early goals, but 
Marley Huet managed to open 
Nyora’s account at the eight-
minute mark.

Another goal to Jono Hewitt 
kept Nyora in it, but Nilma 
Darnum had taken an early 
command with a three-goal 
lead.

Although Nilma Darnum 
kept its lead in the second 
term, Nyora fought back to win 
the quarter.

Tough conditions made for 
a slow start to the quarter, but 
Nyora was the first to hit the 
scoreboard when Dylan Heylen 
kicked truly to send the ball 
through the goalposts 13 min-
utes in.

From there, Caleb Crestani 
and Lucas Lee contributed to 
the tally in a matter of minutes, 

and Rex Lazaros kicked the 
last goal of the quarter to bring 
the margin within five points at 
halftime.

A behind to Nilma Darnum 
launched the third quarter, 
and Nyora was quick to re-
spond with a goal by Crestani.

Nilma Darnum continued to 
rack up the behinds before get-
ting another goal 12 minutes 
in, which would safeguard its 
lead for another quarter.

With just one quarter left in 
it, Nyora had fallen 14 points 
behind.

Nyora gave everything it had 
to bring it all together with a 
powerful final quarter.

A five-goal haul heading to-
wards the dying minutes of the 
game pushed Nyora ahead of 
Nilma Darnum.

A final behind to Nilma Dar-
num to close the game saw Ny-
ora celebrating a victory.

The best players for Nyora 
were Tyler Kirkbride, O’Pili Pa-
ora, Tyler Hotchkin, Crestani, 
Corey Lucas and Lee.

Nyora will be playing Ellin-
bank next week.

POOWONG welcomed Ellin-
bank on Saturday in overcast, 
cold conditions, though there 
was no rain during the senior 
game and the ground stood up 
well.

Early in the day, the netball 
girls drew in the U13s, 16 each. 

The U15s won 29-24, and the 
U17s won 35-13. 

The Fourths football team 
had a good win, 8.5.53 to El-
linbank’s 1.8.14. 

Unfortunately, Poowong 
lost the U18s, as many play-
ers were playing seniors and 
were not asked to play in both 
games given the conditions.

I understand that last season, 
an interstate club was looking 
at a young Poowong footballer. 

You never know who is 
watching games and I’ve seen 
these people at many matches 
I have attended in various com-
petitions. 

Sometimes they come back 
with other possibilities. 

Young players should always 
ensure they have a good fit-
ness level and strong hands for 
marking. 

I’ve seen so many young 
sportsmen waste the opportu-
nity to play at higher levels due 
to a lack of commitment. 

Remember to give yourself 
every chance because there’s 
no point saying in ten years, 
“If I had only worked harder, I 
might have made it.”

The seniors made three 
changes: In: Connor Cunning-
ham, Ben Peters (first game for 
the year), and Jett Blackwood 
from the U18s. 

Out: Troy Nieuwerth and 
Hayden Hessels (both back 
to the U18s) and Fiachra 
Staunton (injured).

Poowong kicked to the Dr-
ouin Road end, but it was El-
linbank who kicked the first 
goal. 

Poowong replied with a goal 
off the ground by Tyran Lord. 

Both sides added points be-
fore Ellinbank kicked their 
second goal. 

Then Zac Gray, who bat-
tles hard every week, kicked 
Poowong’s second.

Ellinbank added a late goal 
and a couple of points to fin-
ish the first quarter with a 
12-point lead.

Poowong worked hard in the 

first quarter, but with so many 
players unfit to play Senior 
football, how long would their 
first-quarter effort continue? 

Connor Ives kicked the 
first goal for Poowong – their 
third – but from then on, the 
game was all Ellinbank. They 
kicked five goals in the second 
quarter to lead at halftime.

It’s disappointing to see se-
nior players with ability not 
training and embarrassing 
themselves in contests – failing 
to put pressure on Ellinbank 
players going forward, not 
giving the Poowong defence a 
chance to make a contest, and 
allowing Ellinbank players to 
mark in the clear and kick 
truly.

The coach comes to each 
game with a plan, but with 
players unfit due to a lack of 
training, they are not able to 
carry out simple instructions 
like manning up one-on-one 
or even attempting to punch 
the ball away in a marking 
contest. 

It was such a disappointing 
effort after halftime – probably 
the worst in my 60 years of 
involvement in football, espe-
cially from a proud club like 
Poowong.

Ellinbank kicked nine goals 
in the third quarter and five in 
the last, while Poowong man-
aged just a single point in the 
final term.

Poowong plays Bunyip at 
Bunyip next Saturday. 

Poowong’s lack of commitment exposed
By Geoff Wyatt

Poowong’s Micah Williams boots the ball under pressure 
in the seniors match. Photo: Jeff Tulll.

Tane White sinks his boot into the Sherrin.
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THIS weekend marks the half-
way mark of the Mid Gippsland 
League’s home and away season.

Whilst there remains another 
month before each team has had a 
look at every other, you can really 
start to get a gauge at what teams 
are on track to lock away a top-six 
spot and a finals campaign.

Here’s the thing, outside of Fish 
Creek, Foster and Yinnar who ap-
pear to be definite top three sides, 
there remains another nine clubs 
still very much in contention for 
the remaining three positions.

Fish Creek v Newborough
Fish Creek has been brilliant.
The premiership side of 2023 

and 2024 appear to be on track for 
yet another shot at the title, finding 
a way to win against all comers. 

The past fortnight, the Kanga-
roos inflicted Foster’s first defeat 
of the season by a solitary point.

Last week, MDU also went 
close but fell short by just a goal, 
the champs always find a way to 
be in front at the final siren.

This week it’s the Bulldogs 
turn to have a shot at the title.

Fish Creek are good, but re-
mains respectful and ready for 
all opposition, no matter their 
position on the ladder.

“Last week was a gutsy win for 
us, but now this week against 
Newborough at home will prove 
another tough test. Looks like 

they’ve been a bit up and down 
this year, but with most of our re-
cent results being very close it’s 
sure to be a tight contest,” Fish 
Creek coach Jarrod Walker said. 

Foster v Toora
As tough as the trip to Foster 

is expected to be, Toora will ap-
proach the Tigers as one in which 
they can achieve something spe-
cial, especially given their sur-
prising but impressive victory 
against MDU in round eight.

“We are really looking forward 
to the challenge of playing Foster 
who in recent times have really 
gotten a hold of us,” Toora coach 
Jay Accardi said. 

“Playing them on their home 
deck is always a challenge as it’s 
quite unique. Hopefully, we can 
bring the energy and enthusiasm 
required to disrupt their ability 
to control the ground.”

One win can make a side, but 
just what the Magpies got from 
their latest victory will be put to 
the test against the Tigers.

Make no mistake, Foster is a very 
good side, and its latest and only 
loss of the season, a one-point de-
feat at the hands of Fish Creek will 
serve as motivation as they prepare 
to bounce back to the winners list.

“We have a really big game 
against Toora post bye with our 

president’s lunch on and guest 
speaker Justin Leppitsch stop-
ping in. Toora have made rapid 
improvements throughout the 
year, beating MDU and pushing 
other top teams for two to three 
quarters consistently. I don’t 
think there are any easy games 
in the competition right now and 
this will sure be a cracker that 
will be worth the entry fee,” Fos-
ter coach Sam Davies said. 

The match sets up as a must-
watch, and in many ways will also 
set up the trajectory of a Toora side 
that has proven they can trouble 
the best, but the question remains 
can they do it two weeks in a row?

MDU v Stony Creek
They say a week is a long time 

in football, but a fortnight will 
have seemed like forever for 
MDU after suffering a shock de-
feat to Toora followed by a one 
goal loss to Fish Creek in the 
King’s Birthday Weekend.

The pressure has quickly built 
on the Demons who must bounce 
back this week against the Lions.

“I was super proud of the guys 
and the effort they gave against 
Fish Creek, something we were 
well short of the week prior,” MDU 
coach Rhett Kelly said.  “We are re-
ally looking forward to Stony Creek 
on the home deck next week.”

MDU looked to be a lock for a 
top-four spot, but after succes-

sive losses are now in a fight for 
a finals position, just like its Li-
ons opponent this weekend.

“We have got our cross-town ri-
val this week in Meenyian, we are 
looking to stay on the winner’s 
list and take a big scalp, Rhett 
will have his team eager to keep 
their strong start to the season 
going,” Stony Creek coach Troy 
Shepardson said. 

It will be these exact games, 
against evenly matched teams 
where a win or loss can send 
a club’s trajectory either up or 
down the ladder. 

Tarwin v Hill End
Tarwin is just one of many, bat-

tling as best it can to stay in touch 
with those valuable top six posi-
tions on the ladder, unbelievably 
only one win separates fourth from 
12th, and this weekend the Blues 
welcome a Rovers side yet to reg-
ister a win, but certainly capable of 
upsetting the Tarwin season if the 
home side is not on song.

“We take on Hill End at home 
this weekend. They have pushed 
sides and showed signs through-
out the first part of the year so 
we will look to nullify what we 
need to and play our style,” Tar-
win coach Lachie Jones said. 

As winter sets in, the challenges 
to train, perform and back the 
efforts up week to week become 
greater and greater.

THE State Government is 
calling on grassroots football 
and netball clubs to promote 
road safety in their commu-
nities for a share of $700,000 
thanks to the Transport Ac-
cident Commission’s (TAC) 
Club Rewards Program.

This year’s program aims 
to empower clubs to develop 
a culture where all players 
and members consider road 
safety before getting behind 
the wheel.

Now in its sixth year, the 
TAC Club Rewards Program 
allows AFL Victoria-affiliated 
football and netball clubs to 
apply for rewards of up to 
$10,000 to spend on club ini-
tiatives like club transport, 
new equipment and uniforms 
or facility upgrades. 

A further $100,000 has 
been added to this year’s 
funding pool to support more 
clubs in spreading the mes-
sage.

More than 230 clubs earned 
a share of last year’s pool, 
with many motivated to take 
part after being affected by 
road tragedy.

As part of this year’s pro-
gram, clubs will be asked to 
start conversations and be 
part of the campaign to raise 
awareness of the dangers of 
speeding, with the tagline – 
“Be the difference”. 

More information on the 
Club Rewards Program can 
be found at play.afl/victoria/
tacclubrewards.

MINISTER for Tourism, 
Sport and Major Events 
Steve Dimopoulos last Tues-
day joined AFL CEO Andrew 
Dillon at Marvel Stadium to 
announce that tickets will be 
free for all kids aged 14 years 
and under for Round 21 in 
Victoria this year.

Round 21 begins on Thurs-
day, July 31 and kicks off 
the final month of the home-
and-away season. The round 
includes five blockbuster 
matches across Melbourne 
and Geelong. Kicking off on 
Thursday night, the Western 
Bulldogs host GWS Giants at 
Marvel Stadium, which will 
also welcome Melbourne and 
West Coast on Saturday after-
noon. A rematch of the 2023 
Grand Final takes centre 
stage at the MCG on Saturday 
night as Collingwood takes on 
the Brisbane Lions. On Sun-
day, the Saints and Kangaroos 
meet at Marvel Stadium and 
Geelong Cats face Port Ad-
elaide at GMHBA Stadium. 

Kids also go free during 
rounds 16 to 19.

According to the State 
Government over 6000 kids 
benefitted from the initia-
tive last year, however, they 
wouldn’t disclose the overall 
cost sighting a commercial 
in confidence agreement be-
tween the Victorian Govern-
ment and the AFL; though 
at a usual $15 a ticket for 
kids, that adds up to over 
$90,000. 

Consider road 
safety and ‘be 
the difference,’ 

they say

Kids go free 
for round 21 

football

Mid Gippsland prepares for high-stakes round nine
By Rob Popplestone

WITH heavy rain predicted 
the clouds parted and the wind 
dropped just in time for the 
women’s match at Inverloch on 
Saturday evening.

The Breakers were celebrat-
ing the 50-game milestone for 
Grace Hope who has really de-
veloped her game in her second 
season with the team. 

The contest started pretty 
tight with both midfields not 
giving an inch. 

The Breakers were first to at-
tack with a goal to Tayla Stahl. 

Edithvale-Aspendale respond-
ed late in the quarter with a sec-
ond goal just before the siren 
giving the visitors momentum 
going into the second quarter.

With Edi-Asp on the attack, 
Brooke McKean did a great 
job at full-back to shut down 
her opponent, however, they 
still managed to find two goals 
for the quarter. The Breakers 

added just one – again through 
Stahl. 

The fast-running Edi-Asp 
team enjoyed the big ground 
and got on top in the second 
half. Molly Conroy and Sophie 
McCracken-Evans continually 
made a contest across half back 
with Katie Cornish providing 
great drive out of defence. 

Tess Wingfield and Cloe Booth 
battled it out through the mid-
dle with the forwards working 

hard but unable to create scor-
ing opportunities. 

Overall, it was a great con-
test and a great chance for the 
Breakers to identify some areas 
for improvement moving into 
the second half of the season. 

Final score: Edi-Asp 7.4-34 
def Breakers 2.1-13

Goals: Tayla Stahl 2
Best: Sophie McCracken-Ev-

an’s, Cloe Booth, Molly Conroy, 
Tess Angarane, Gaby Hynes

Breakers battle hard but 
fall to fast-finishing Edi-Asp

Jenna Russo for Breakers drop punts it down the field. 
ob22_2325Tess Angarane boots it downfield. ob24_2325



64   |   WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11, 2025   |   SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES 

SPORT  | FOOTBALL

MID GIPPSLAND 
LEAGUE RESULTS

RND
7

6155
MDU FISH CREEK

FISH CREEK FOOTBALL CLUB

MDU 1.3 3.4 5.5 8.7 (55)
Fish Creek 3.2 4.5 6.9 8.13 (61)
GOALS, MDU: S Walsh 3, T McRae 2, T Harris, 
W Stewart, S Wilson 1 each
BEST: J Hickey, S Walsh, W Stewart, K Bohn, 
J Hoy, J Leeden
GOALS, Fish Creek: D Berryman, H Shaw 2, 
T Gavenlock, J Lamers, J Shaw, L Williams 1 each
BEST: L Gale, K Dorling, J Lamers, R Lewis, 
S McGannon, J Hayes
RESERVES
MDU 3.3 4.5 7.7 11.10 (76)
Fish Creek 1.1 1.1 1.1 2.2 (14)
GOALS, MDU: A Kemper 2, B Cantwell, A Casey, 
B Fennell, T Harris, K Helms, L Hibberson, 
E O’Loughlin, M Smith, R Weaver 1 each
BEST: B Arnup, A Trease, A Kemper, B Cantwell, 
L Hibberson, S Murphy
GOALS, Fish Creek: O Bright, O Schnoor 1 each
BEST: O Straw, O Schnoor, B Perks, T Millton, 
O Bright, B Boyd
THIRDS
MDU 2.5 5.9 5.9 5.9 (39)
Fish Creek 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 (2)
GOALS, MDU: L Hamilton 2, H Scrimshaw, 
B Smith, B Taylor 1 each
BEST: C Bruce, L Hamilton, T Hibberson, A Casey, 
B Smith, W Campbell
BEST, Fish Creek: B Cocksedge, W Edgelow, 
R Cicero, M Thomson, N Sheehan, J Rysko

MDU FOOTBALL CLUB

By Rover

MIRBOO North travels to Ronald Re-
serve, Morwell East, this Saturday to tack-
le the Hawks, following the King’s Birthday 
holiday weekend break. 

After a bye in the previous round, it’s 
the mighty Tigers’ first senior football out-
ing since defeating Stony Creek by seven 
points at Tigerland on May 24.

If Mirboo North comes up trumps against 
the Hawks, it will be the Tigers’ third win 
on the trot and their fifth victory this sea-
son.

Playing coach Damien Turner will be hop-
ing the solid 2025 form of Rhys Kratzat, 
Beau Peters, Taj Wilkins, Harry Mahoney 
and Jesse Chila continues.

It’s been a tough year thus far for Morwell 
East, with a one-goal victory against Hill 
End on April 12 – its only triumph to date.

Although experiencing six consecutive 
losses since, Kyle Hearn, Michael Diaz and 
Dylan Field have been consistent perform-
ers for the Hawks. 

Rover’s seven vital football lessons for 
this week – as broadcast on South Coast 
FM’s ‘Mirboo North Magazine’ radio pro-
gram:
1.  Early to bed and a good Friday night’s 

sleep, make a footballer ready for action 
every Saturday.

2.  Make it your practice to always practise 
being a slave to training drills during the 
week. 

3.  Whoever is careless with his kicks, is 
less likely to be effective with them. 

4.  When a football team is flailing, chances 
are it’s failing to limit the opposition’s 
scoring capacity.

5.  A team that struggles to defend, cannot 
depend on its forwards to kick a win-
ning score. 

6.  A coach who takes tight losses in his 
stride, may, however, be strident to-
wards his players after a heavy defeat.

7.  There is no compromise for keeping 
your eye on the prize of premiership 
glory.

Tigers prep for battle 
with the Hawks
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with us
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THE standalone game over 
the King’s Birthday weekend 
was billed as a clash between 
two very good sides, but with 
each coming off contrasting 
fortunes from just seven days 
earlier.

Fish Creek had achieved 
one of their more memorable 
wins of 2024, defeating rival 
and the previously unbeaten 
Foster, while MDU had suf-
fered one of their most disap-
pointing losses, a shock de-
feat at the hands of Toora.

The Demons wanting imme-
diate redemption against one 
of the league’s best was never 
going to be an easy task, but 
as tough as it was, the De-
mons came within a kick of 
achieving a reward for effort.

Fish Creek fell by a single 
kick 8-13-61 to MDU 8-7-55.

“A gutsy win for us,” Jar-
rod Walker, Fish Creek coach 
said. “Conditions actually 
stayed pretty good for the 
game after looking very win-
tery in the morning. It allowed 
for both teams to start using 
the footy better and when 
MDU get their kicking game 
on they are hard to stop.”

There was never much in 
the game between the two 
sides, an eleven-point lead at 
quarter time, many thought 
would set the tone, but the 
Demons refused to go away.

“I was super proud of the 
guys and the effort they gave 
something we were well short 
of last week,” Rhett Kelly, 

Demons coach said.
“We will look to adjust a few 

things and continue to keep 
putting in the hard work.”

MDU, were never far away, 
even when the Kangaroos 
thought they had the game in 
their keeping, they didn’t, the 
game going down to the wire.

“There were ebbs and flows 
all day. I thought we had done 
enough at the start of the last 
quarter to kick away but MDU 

dug deep to get back within a 
kick. We were able to kill the 
game a bit in the end but had 
a lot of nervous defending for 
the final 5-10 minutes,” Kan-
garoos coach, Walker stated.

Good sides find a way to 
win, and no one questions 
how good Fish Creek are, not 
even the Demons.

“It was a great game of footy, 
Fish Creek was too strong a 
real quality team and looked 

very well structured. We look 
forward to another hit out 
with them later in the year,” 
Kelly said.

The Demons will get their 
chance at the reigning pre-
miers later in the year, but be-
tween now and then, they first 
have to get back on the win-
ners list after successive loss-
es has them back to a pack of 
clubs all as desperate as them 
to climb further up the ladder.

Roos survive Demon scare in King’s Birthday thriller

There ain’t nothing going to slow Sam Wilson down as he charges away. Photo: Bec Casey 
Sports Photography.

LEONGATHA came on 
strong after a solid opening 
quarter by Wonthaggi to run 
away with the first ‘South 
Gippsland Showdown’ of 
2025 in impressive style at Le-
ongatha on Saturday.

The Parrots and the Power 
were sitting equal top after 
seven rounds, 6 and 1, and 
the game shaped as a ripper 
between two evenly matched 
teams.

But the inclusion of Dyson 
Heppell for his second game 
of the season proved crucial as 
he used his elite running power 
and skills to set up the home-
town win.

But he wasn’t on his own 
with Luke Bowman equally im-
pressive on the ball and there 
were plenty of others besides, 
front and back, as the Parrots 
hit their straps in the second 
quarter and went away with it 
from there.

The sun popped out for the 
start of the game but there 
had been enough rain prior to 
make it a slippery-ball opening 
and the in-form Ryan Sparkes 
summed it up from the outset, 
toeing the ball forward from 
the very first centre bounce.

Cooper McInnes was alert to 
the opportunity and ran onto 
the loose ball and slotted it 
through for Wonthaggi’s first 
goal within 30 seconds.

Only a few minutes later, Jar-
ryd Blair got the ball away from 
another stoppage and com-
bined well with Kaj Patterson 
and Jaxon Williams, also with 
Brodie Mabilia making a good 
contest when the ball came in. 
Jai Williams was ready and 
got it to brother Jaxon who 

was looping around for a well-
worked goal.

Tallin Brill was busy around 
the ball and combined with 
Luke Bowman to get the ball 
forward for the Parrots but 
just as Isaac Chugg and Ethan 
Dickison looked like sweeping 
it away from the danger zone, 
Ty Hall threw himself in for a 
great smother and followed 
up with the Parrots’ first goal, 
a much-needed one, bouncing 
through, out of reach of the 
chasing Power defender.

The 150-gamer Shannon 
Bray was taking a turn in the 

ruck, sharing it with Jasper 
Shone, while Ben Willis was 
the mainstay for Leongatha 
with Jacob Warne pitching in 
now and again.

Luke Bowman, Kim Drew 
and Dyson Heppell were the 
other Parrot on-ballers against 
Ryan Sparkes, Kaj Patterson, 
Kyle Yann and a few others roll-
ing through there.

In a purple patch from him, 
Jai Williams might have kicked 
a couple more for the Power, 
but his first shot resulted in a 
point, and he missed a sitter 
running free towards goal after 

good work by Noah Anderson 
and Cooper McInnes.

The Parrots were trying to get 
their defence sorted but despite 
their talented personnel back 
there, including Kade Maskell, 
Sam Forrester, and Sean West-
away, Wonthaggi was creating 
plenty of opportunities.

Wonthaggi’s forward pres-
sure was good not only from 
the likes of Josh Bates and 
Jarryd Blair but also with 
Shannon Bray coming in off 
the ball.

Jye Gilmour was nicely into 
his work down back follow-
ing his return this week, Isaac 
Chugg and Kyle Reid, at his 
intercept best, were winners 
for Power as the Parrots had 
trouble penetrating the scoring 
zone.

Wonthaggi’s McInnes, Jai 
Williams, Sparkes and Mabilia 
combined to bang it forward 
again, but Cade Maskell was 
camped under the ball and 
took a pressure mark to re-
lieve.

The Williams brothers com-
bined well for another goal at 
the 25-minute mark, while Le-
ongatha was blazing away into 
the forward line, without an 
obvious target making it easy 
for the Power defence. An ad-
justment was going to be need-
ed at quarter time.

Dyson Heppell and Ryan 
Sparkes were facing off at the 
stoppages and it was inter-
esting to see two quality foot-
ballers plying their trade. Both 
Bowman and Brill were doing 
well for the Parrots.

Quarter time Leongatha 1.1.7 
to Wonthaggi 3.2.20.

Continued page 65

Parrots impress with powerful 72-point win

Dyson Heppell’s elite fitness and skills were on full 
display as he anchored a hometown win for the Leongatha 
Parrots against archrivals Wonthaggi Power at Parrot Park 
on Saturday. A21_2325

By Rob Popplestone
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RND
8

ROUND 8

Moe 7 1 188.75 28
Leongatha 7 1 178.04 28
Wonthaggi 6 2 125.72 24
Traralgon 5 3 131.55 20
Morwell 3 5 112.43 12
Bairnsdale 3 5 94.08 12
Warragul 3 5 84.38 12
Maffra 3 5 81.86 12
Sale 3 5 75.56 12
Drouin 0 8 38.99 0

Leongatha  7 1 436.88 28
Traralgon  7 1 407.44 28
Moe  7 1 224.00 28
Maffra  6 2 218.34 24
Wonthaggi  5 3 125.78 20
Sale  4 4 118.14 16
Bairnsdale  2 6 65.01 8
Morwell  1 7 61.48 4
Warragul  1 7 29.07 4
Drouin  0 8 6.33 0

Leongatha  7 1 172.16 28
Bairnsdale  6 1 120.44 26
Warragul  5 2 202.67 22
Traralgon  5 2 177.13 22
Moe  5 3 206.01 20
Maffra  4 3 171.38 18
Sale  3 5 60.22 12
Drouin  2 6 84.27 8
Wonthaggi  1 7 47.81 4
Morwell  0 8 20.05 0

Traralgon  8 0 1040.95 32
Maffra  7 1 135.48 28
Moe  5 3 141.35 20
Warragul  5 3 117.31 20
Bairnsdale  4 4 73.65 16
Sale  3 5 88.02 12
Leongatha  3 5 72.53 12
Wonthaggi  2 5 50.55 10
Morwell  2 6 39.66 8
Drouin  0 7 47.12 2

SENIORS W   L  %  pts RESERVES W   L  %  pts THIRDS W   L  %  pts FOURTHS W   L  %  pts

SENIORS 
Moe  17.13.115  d  Warragul  12.10.82
Traralgon  13.8.86  d  Bairnsdale  11.6.72
Maffra  13.12.90  d  Drouin  8.6.54
Sale  13.10.88  d  Morwell  12.7.79
RESERVES
Moe  14.17.101  d  Warragul  1.2.8
Traralgon  17.15.117 d  Bairnsdale  2.7.19
Maffra  7.9.51  d  Drouin  2.3.15
Sale  13.9.87  d  Morwell  6.3.39
THIRDS 
Warragul  9.0.54  d  Moe  2.11.23
Bairnsdale  7.9.51  d  Traralgon  4.12.36
Maffra  10.3.63  d  Drouin  4.3.27
Sale  9.7.61  d  Morwell  5.6.36
FOURTHS
Moe  8.3.51  d  Warragul  5.9.39
Traralgon  24.14.158  d  Bairnsdale  3.2.20
Maffra  8.9.57  d  Drouin  2.5.17
Morwell  4.12.36  d  Sale  4.11.35

IN OTHER GAMES.

Ben Crocker (Moe) 44
Jenson Garnham  (Leongatha) 24
Brandon McDonald ( Morwell) 23

Oliver Haberl (Traralgon) 21
Damien Hough (Traralgon) 17
Brendan Holt (Moe) 17

Rylie Baker (Drouin)  26
Beau Cottrell (Maffra) 16

Brody Stevenson (Traralgon)  27
Bill De Araugo (Warragul) 26
Ford Gore (Traralgon)  26

LEADING GOAL KICKERS LEADING GOAL KICKERS LEADING GOAL KICKERS LEADING GOAL KICKERS

112
LEONGATHA WONTHAGGI

WONTHAGGI FOOTBALL CLUB

Leongatha 1.1 7.3 12.4 17.10 (112)
Wonthaggi 3.2 4.2 5.4 6.4 (40)
GOALS, Leongatha: J Garnham 4, T Brill 3, 
A Williams, L Bowman, N Argento, D Heppell 2, 
T Marriott, T Hall 1 each
BEST: L Bowman, D Heppell, A Heppell, T Brill, 
B Harding, B Willis
GOALS, Wonthaggi: C McInnes 2, J Williams, 
J Williams, N Anderson, K Patterson 1 each
BEST: R Moresco, N Anderson, K Reid, J Blair, 
C McInnes, E Dickison
RESERVES
Leongatha  2.1 4.4 6.5 10.7 (67)
Wonthaggi  0.1 0.1 2.2 2.2 (14)
GOALS, Leongatha: B Davidson, F Materia 2, 
R Butler, B Fort, T Gannon, L Marshman, 
J Walker, C Watson 1 each
BEST: X Bolge, B Davidson, N Fixter, I Fox, 
C Rump, J Walker
GOALS, Wonthaggi: O Dawson, J Lewis 1 each
BEST: R Lindsay, J Lewis, E Joma, S O’Halloran, 
T Davey, A McNeel
THIRDS
Leongatha  2.1 4.5 7.6 7.7 (49)
Wonthaggi  1.0 1.0 3.2 4.2 (26)
GOALS, Leongatha: J Brown 3, A Logan 2, 
M Carter, J Deering 1 each
BEST: F Donohue, A Logan, J Brown, A Fixter, 
C Richards, H Bowler
GOALS, Wonthaggi: S Carter 3, M Ori 1
BEST: J Burns, N Patch, S Carter, H Smith, 
O Feather, L Lidstone
FOURTHS
Leongatha  3.0 6.6 7.8 10.9 (69)
Wonthaggi  1.3 1.3 2.4 3.7 (25)
GOALS, Leongatha: E Berryman 4, J Holt 3, 
C Bickerton, L Misale, L Read 1 each
BEST: E Berryman, J Holt, A Mahoney, E Reardon, 
L Chila, F Livingstone
GOALS, Wonthaggi: W Hullick 2, A Jobe 1
BEST: A Jobe, R Tack, H Bowen, E Larsen, 
B Wyhoon, B Eden

40
LEONGATHA FOOTBALL CLUB

GIPPSLAND

MID GIPPSLAND

ROUND 9

ROUND 9

Maffra v Leongatha
Morwell v Bairnsdale

Traralgon v Sale
Wonthaggi v Moe

Warragul v Drouin (Sunday, June 15)

Fish Creek v Newborough
Foster v Toora

MDU v Stony Creek
Morwell East v Mirboo North

Tarwin v Hill End
Yinnar v Thorpdale

Boolarra - BYE

SATURDAY, JUNE 14

THIS WEEKEND’S DRAW

Sentinel-Times

www.sgst.com.au

Local football
South Gippsland 
and Bass Coast

Parrots impress with powerful 72-point win
From page 64

At the first centre bounce af-
ter the break, it was Ben Wil-
lis opposed to Jasper Shone, 
Ryan Sparkes and Dyson Hep-
pell with an arm across, Luke 
Bowman and Tom Marriott 
in there, Josh Bates and Kyle 
Yann for Wonthaggi as Leon-
gatha went into attack first via 
Heppell.

Heppell’s work rate was elite 
and he continued to get to con-
tests. Luke Bowman to Jenson 
Garnham was a better look for 
the Parrots and they closed the 
margin after three minutes.

Not to be outdone, Sparkes 
got the next centre clearance 
and with Blair, Bates and 
Mabilia getting a hand in and 
McInnes kicking it out of the 
air, the ball finished up in the 
arms of a fast-leading Shone 
in a promising attack that ul-
timately amounted to naught.

Leongatha had lifted the 
tempo and after Justin Pel-
licano took a shot for a point, 
Tom Marriott used his strength 
around the packs to snap a 
beauty for the Parrots to make 
it one point the difference in a 
tight contest at a packed Parrot 
Park.

Leongatha were pressing 
again soon after and when 
Garnham earned a free 25 me-
tres out and slotted it through, 
the home side had hit the front.

Dyson Heppell, Ben Wil-
lis, Bowman, Drew, Brill and 
co had lifted and the Parrots 
were suddenly running in twos 
and threes, finding space and 
looking the team most likely to 
score halfway through the term 
where they had previously 
been on the defensive.

Luke Bowman wrapped up 
Kaj Patterson, was awarded a 
free and his long shot for goal 
capped off a great quarter and 
a half by the Leongatha on-
baller, getting back to some of 
his very best footy.

Now Leongatha’s forward 
pressure was in evidence as 
they held the ball in the scoring 
zone against the top-flight Won-
thaggi Power back six includ-
ing Kyle Reid, Isaac Chugg, Jye 
Gilmour, Josh Schulz, Eathan 
Dickison and co.

Reeve Moresco, Sparkes, 
Tom Macmillan and Hunter 
Tiziani teamed well to get it 
forward, but the long ball was 
easy pickings for Kade Maskell 
and with Westaway and Travis 
Nash switching to Sam For-
rester the ball was away again.

Jarryd Blair inserted him-
self into the fray and his well-
weighted pass found Jai Wil-
liams on the lead, taking a fine 
contested mark overhead and 
kicking a pressure goal.

At the next centre bounce, 
Brodie Mabilia was taking a 

turn in the ruck against Ben 
Willis, Luke Bowman was op-
posed to Ryan Sparkes, Dy-
son Heppell was being closely 
checked by Kyle Yann and the 
two number ‘8s’ Tom Marriott 
and Kaj Patterson were closing 
in on the ball together.

But it was Leongatha who 
got it forward next to where 
Garnham and Nick Argento 
combined for the answering 
goal within seconds, Argento 
something of a contortionist as 
he screwed it around.

The high-level talents of Dy-
son Heppell were on show next 
as he got on the move away 
from the stoppage, received 
the ball on the jumper logo 
from ruckman Ben Willis and 

kicked a beauty to round out 
the first half with Leongatha’s 
sixth for the term, against one 
from Power.

Leongatha were in charge 
going into the long break and 
Wonthaggi all-of-a-sudden had 
the task in front of them.

Halftime: Leongatha 7.3.45 
to Wonthaggi 4.2.26.

It was more of the same after 
halftime with the Parrots in full 
command of the contest, going 
on to kick 10 goals to two, to 
run away with an impressive 
72-point win.

Highlights of the second half 
included first-gamer Aydan 
Williams marking at halfback 
and being on the string of pos-
sessions to kick his first goal at 

the other end.
And a super impressive 

strike by Dyson Heppell late in 
the game as he looped around 
behind a classy handball from 
Nick Argento to slot one on the 
run.

But there were many more 
besides, see full story on the 
Sentinel-Times’ website at sgst.
com.au.

Leongatha named Luke Bow-
man, Dyson Heppell, Aaron 
Heppell, Tallin Brill, Ben Hard-
ing and Ben Willis among the 
best with Bowman and Dy-
son Heppell the standouts, but 
with Ben Willis dominant in 
the ruck, Harding part of an 
impressive display down back 
once the Parrots settled, Tallin 
Brill everywhere with a four-
quarter effort and three goals, 
and Aaron Heppell creative in a 
fine team game from him.

Final score Leongatha 
17.10.112 to Wonthaggi 6.4.40.

Dyson Heppell turned back the clock to his junior days when he had the ball on a string 
at Leongatha on Saturday, capping it off with this classy goal on the run. A25_2325

Leongatha’s Tallin Brill is pursued by his Wonthaggi 
opponent. A22_2325

Defender onballer Shannon 
Bray battled hard all day 
for Wonthaggi Power in a 
typically stoic performance 
by him in his 150th senior 
game.
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RND
9

42115
INVERLOCH-K DALYSTON

DALYSTON FOOTBALL CLUB

Inverloch-K 2.3  5.8  9.10  16.19 (115)
Dalyston 2.3  3.4  4.5  6.6 (42)
GOALS, IK: J Nowell 5, H McInnes, T Dickie, 
A Finsterer 2, J Soumilas, J Ginnane, A Hewitson, 
J Soumilas, C McCaughan 1 each
BEST:  J Nowell, J Soumilas, L Rankin, 
H McInnes, J Sullivan, C McCaughan
GOALS, Dalyston: M Hallahan 3, B O’Toole 1,
BEST: K Kirk, B Lewis, F West, K Thomas, 
D Karamoshos, M Marotta
RESERVES
Inverloch-K 2.1  5.2  5.3  5.7 (37)
Dalyston 0.0  0.0  0.3  0.3 (3)
GOALS, IK: R Dal Pozzo 2, X Hughes , P Jobling, 
L O’Neill 1 each
BEST:  A Cross, J Strickland, T Leonard, C Scott, 
P Jobling, L O’Neill
BEST, Dalyston: B McRae, T Alford, S Silver, 
A Reid, R Cargill, J Legione
THIRDS
Inverloch-K 1.2  3.3  6.7  6.7 (43)
Dalyston 0.0  2.1  2.1  3.1 (19)
GOALS, IK: J Cousins 2, J O’Neill, A Terlich,
J Dugard, L Allen 1 each
BEST: A Terlich, L Allen, J Cousins, M Scott, 
J O’Neill, A Mankhong
GOALS, Dalyston:  J Howell, L McNally, 
Z Bowman Kissane 1 each
BEST: J Robinson, L Harris, C Shepherd, 
B Anderson, N Shepherd, Z Hughes
FOURTHS
Inverloch-K 2.1  3.1  4.5  4.7 (31)
Dalyston 0.0  3.2  3.2  3.3 (21)
GOALS, IK: M Tonkin 2, L Aungier, 
J Martin 1 each
BEST:  J Martin, J Brown, H Bell, C Bergmeier, 
H Sorensen, T Debono
GOALS, Dalyston: R Pickard, J Joma, 
H Hender 1 each
BEST: R Pickard, J Howell, Z Hughes, T Karema, 
F McNally, L Franks

INVERLOCH-KONGWAK FOOTBALL CLUB

115

SENIORS 
Warragul Ind  8.16.64  d  Cora Lynn  9.6.60
Tooradin-Dal  9.9.63  d  Garfi eld  5.15.45
RESERVES
Cora Lynn  7.10.52  d  Warragul Ind  2.4.16
Tooradin-Dal  11.15.81  d  Garfi eld  0.0.0
THIRDS 
Warragul Ind  14.10.94  d  Cora Lynn  4.2.26
Tooradin-Dal  5.4.34  d  Garfi eld  0.4.4
FOURTHS 
Tooradin-Dal  12.13.85  d  Garfi eld  0.0.0

IN OTHER GAMES...

SATURDAY, JUNE 14

ELLINBANK

WEST GIPPSLAND

ROUND 10

ROUND 10

Buln Buln v Catani
Ellinbank v Nyora

Neerim South v Longwarry
Nilma Darnum v Lang Lang

Trafalgar v Yarragon
Bunyip v Poowong

Nar Nar Goon v Phillip Island
Koo Wee Rup v Inverloch-Kongwak
Kilcunda Bass v Tooradin-Dalmore

Dalyston v Warragul Industrials
Korumburra-Bena v Garfi eld

Cora Lynn - BYE

THIS WEEKEND’S DRAW

A SCRAPPY game between rivals 
Inverloch-Kongwak and Dalyston 
resulted in a 73-point win to the 
Sea Eagles.

Played at the Inverloch Rec-
reation Reserve, it had rained 
throughout the day, but the weath-
er had cleared up by the time the 
seniors had taken to the ground. 

Captain of Inverloch-Kongwak’s 
U18 side Patrick Dwyer made his 
senior debut on Saturday and held 
his own throughout the game. 

The Sea Eagles were happy with 
the first quarter, which saw level 
scores at the first siren.

However, Dalyston was disap-
pointed with the opening efforts, 
as it failed to make the most of its 
opportunities and the wind advan-
tage.

The Magpies through Kyle Kirk 
kicked the opener in the first 30 
seconds of the game but needed to 
get four or five goals on the board 
early to stay in contention.

Play was scrappy through the 
second quarter, and Inverloch-
Kongwak found it difficult to use 
the wind advantage.

The Sea Eagles put three goals 
on the board, holding Dalyston to 
just one to establish a lead.

Jayden Sullivan was dominate 
across Inverloch-Kongwak’s back-
line and onballer Joe Soumilas 
was crucial throughout the day. 

For Dalyston, Kyle Kirk was their 
best player on the day, playing 
through the middle in conditions 
that really suited him and proving 
to be an important target. 

Onballer Michael Marotta also 
played a good game, finding his 
touch against the Sea Eagles.

Inverloch-Kongwak came back 
from the halftime break in good 
form, leaving Dalyston behind.

The Sea Eagles followed it up 
with a dominate fourth quarter, 
which saw seven goals added to 
the tally.

The Sea Eagles showed their 
skill and fitness to power through 
to the end of the game. 

Inverloch-Kongwak’s goal scor-
ing efforts were led by Joseph 
Nowell, who kicked a bag of five. 

Dalyston’s Ben Lewis and Fra-
ser West held up well in the back-
line but despite their determina-
tion Inverloch-Kongwak’s attack 
came on too strong in the second 
half. 

It was ultimately a tough result 
for Dalyston in a game that they 
should have been competitive in. 

Inverloch-Kongwak travel to take  
on Koo Wee Rup next week at the 
Koo Wee Rup Recreation Reserve.

This will be the first of two im-
portant games in a row, with Gar-
field scheduled for the following 
week.

Dalyston is set to take on the 
Warragul Industrials at home.

The Dusties had a narrow win 
this week, coming off successive 
losses, and Dalyston is looking 
forward to showing their support-
ers a four quarter effort. 

Sea Eagles storm home for a win

Ruckmen Joseph Newell for the Sea Eagles and Kurt Thomas for Dalyston contest 
the boundary throw-in.  ob11_2325

Harry Howell for Dalyston kicks it down the field as Inverloch players give chase. 
ob122_2325

Phone: 5662 2930

Leongatha
www.hartleywells.com 8-10 Koonwarra Rd, Leongatha. 5662 5030

Cnr Carneys Road & Bass Highway, 
Wonthaggi. 5672 2148

Nar Nar Goon 14.20.104 d Korumburra-Bena 3.5.23

Phillip Island 21.12.138 d Koo Wee Rup 11.4.70

Warragul Indusrials 8.16.64 d Cora Lynn 9.6.60

Inverloch-Kongwak 16.19.115 d Dalyston 6.6.42

Tooradin-Dalmore 9.9.63 d Garfield 5.15.45

SCOREBOARDFOOTBALL
WEST GIPPSLAND COMPETITION WEST GIPPSLAND COMPETITION WEST GIPPSLAND COMPETITION WEST GIPPSLAND COMPETITION WEST GIPPSLAND COMPETITION 

In stories folder: Football Scoreboard_2325
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WEST GIPPSLAND COMPETITION LADDERS ROUND 9

WEST GIPPSLAND 
COMPETITION 
RESULTS

RND
9

Nar Nar Goon 8 0 283.09 32
Tooradin-Dal 8 1 133.44 32
Cora Lynn 6 2 147.24 24
Phillip Island  5 3 147.33 20
Warragul Ind 5 3 90.55 20
Kilcunda Bass 4 4 115.01 16
Inverloch-K 3 5 80.32 12
Koo Wee Rup 3 6 77.53 12
Garfi eld 2 6 61.60 8
Dalyston 1 7 51.52 4
Kor-Bena 0 8 50.59 0

Tooradin-Dal  8 1 341.80 32
Phillip Island  6 2 281.65 24
Nar Nar Goon  6 2 280.80 24
Inverloch-K  6 2 263.41 24
Cora Lynn  6 2 193.39 24
Garfi eld  4 4 84.04 16
Koo Wee Rup  4 5 68.17 16
Kilcunda Bass  2 6 47.05 8
Kor-Bena  2 6 38.66 8
Warragul Ind  1 7 31.35 4
Dalyston  0 8 24.17 0

Nar Nar Goon  7 1 261.68 3.50
Phillip Island  6 1 198.11 3.43
Inverloch-K  5 2 271.43 2.86
Tooradin-Dal  6 3 112.97 2.67
Warragul Ind  4 3 141.64 2.29
Koo Wee Rup  4 4 165.36 2.00
Garfi eld  2 5 75.08 1.14
Dalyston  2 5 59.06 1.14
Kor-Bena  1 6 21.53 0.57
Cora Lynn  0 7 21.42 0.00
Kilcunda-Bass 0 0 0.00 0.00

Warragul Ind  6 1 409.88 3.43
Nar Nar Goon  6 2 190.00 3.00
Inverloch-K  5 2 130.73 2.86
Kilcunda Bass  5 2 115.00 2.86
Tooradin-Dal  5 3 188.76 2.50
Phillip Island  4 4 191.87 2.00
Koo Wee Rup  4 4 44.27 2.00
Kor-Bena  1 6 39.44 0.57
Dalyston  1 6 38.53 0.57
Garfi eld  0 7 10.12 0.00
Cora Lynn 0 0 0.00 0.00

SENIORS W   L  %  pts RESERVES W   L  %  pts THIRDS W   L  %  pts av FOURTHS W   L  %  pts av

Nathan Gardiner ( Cora Lynn) 39
Dermott Yawney (Nar Nar Goon)  27
Billy Taylor (Phillip Island)  23

Anthony Mirauta (Tooradin-Dal)  18
Brady Ross (Phillip Island)  15
Lauchlan Gregson  (Tooradin-Dal) 14

Chayse Campbell (Tooradin) 18
Tarrant Millar (Nar Nar Goon)  18
Augustus Finsterer ( Inverloch-K) 15

Ky Bannister  (Warragul Ind) 23
Sam O’Garey  (Phillip Island) 20
Alex Ingham (Warragul Ind) 14

LEADING GOAL KICKERS LEADING GOAL KICKERS LEADING GOAL KICKERS LEADING GOAL KICKERS

70138
PHILLIP ISLAND KOO WEE RUP

PHILLIP ISLAND FOOTBALL CLUB

Phillip Island 6.3  13.7  19.11  21.12 (138)
Koo Wee Rup 3.1  6.2  7.3  11.4 (70)
GOALS, Phillip Island: B Taylor 4, C Pedersen 4, 
F O’Brien 3, J Huther, J Patullo, J Taylor 2, 
N Anderson, H Bruce, C O’Garey, J Youle 1 each
BEST: C Pedersen, H Bruce, M Collison, B Taylor, 
J Huther, F O’Brien
GOALS, KWR: S O’Hehir 4, F McMillan, 
M Cammarano 2, N Muratore, B Delarue, 
J Anderson 1 each
BEST: M Cammarano, S O’H ehir, M Voss, 
N Muratore, T Bindley, T Twite
RESERVES
Phillip Island    15.15 (105)
Koo Wee Rup    1.3 (9)
GOALS, Phillip Island: B Ross 4, B Kleverkamp 3, 
B Pewtress, F Cousins, H Anderson 2, J Keating, 
L Chihotski 1 each
BEST: F Cousins, B Taylor, H Peppard, B Ross, 
S Mau, E Michaelides
GOALS, KWR: J Wright 1
BEST: C Taylor-McKain, L Pascoe, B Tytler, 
R Wilby, L Edwards, S Cox
THIRDS
Phillip Island 1.1  1.3  3.3  4.3 (27)
Koo Wee Rup 1.1  1.1  1.1  4.2 (26)
GOALS, Phillip Island: C Fischer, M Taylor, 
A Fawaz, B Murphy 1 each
BEST: A Fawaz, J Cashman, B Murphy, C Fischer, 
A Ross, N Forrest Mabilia
GOALS, KWR: M Simpson 2, K Galucho, 
F Pittard 1 each
BEST: T Rudeforth, M Simpson, O Noonan, 
F Pittard, L Briganti, L Tannahill
FOURTHS
Phillip Island 1.0  1.1  1.2  2.4 (16)
Koo Wee Rup 0.1  1.4  1.5  2.5 (17)
GOALS, Phillip Island: R Scott, S O’Garey 1 each
BEST: S O’Garey, F Bathgate, L Addison, 
J Mascaros, A Williams, Z Larsson
GOALS, KWR: A Sands , H Monckton 1 each
BEST: H Monckton, Z Ducasse, S Giles, 
J Saunders, S Filarski, A Sands

138

10423
KORUMBURRA BENA NAR NAR GOON

KORUMBURRA BENA FOOTBALL CLUB

Kor-Bena 1.2  2.2  3.5  3.5 (23)
Nar Nar Goon 1.4  6.10  7.13  14.20 (104)
GOALS, Kor-Bena: P Fermanis, J Hopkins, 
N Besley 1 each
BEST: T Newton, J Hopkins, M Borschman, 
K Brown, K Walker, J Ceppi
GOALS, NNG: D Yawney 4, C Pursell 3, 
T Armour 2, H Brain, J Keysers, K O’Sullivan,
 A Pipicelli, B Rice 1 each 
BEST: N Pipicelli, R Bromley, C Pursell, D Yawney, 
J Murphy, J Smith
RESERVES
Kor-Bena 0.0  2.0  2.0  2.0 (12)
Nar Nar Goon 3.5  4.7  7.15  9.17 (71)
GOALS, Kor-Bena: J Anthony, N Beavis 1 each
BEST: L Smith, B Robertson, J Fowles, 
M Kennewell, N Belvedere, T Derrick
GOALS, NNG: J Hamilton, J Dai 3, J Gribbin, 
D Mason, N Bransgrove 1 each
BEST: J Hamilton, J Dai, Z Smith, E Grierson, 
E Douglas, B Williams
THIRDS
Kor-Bena 0.1  0.1  0.2  0.3 (3)
Nar Nar Goon 0.4  6.9  7.10  9.17 (71)
BEST, Kor-Bena: B Riddell, C Turton, H Simcock, 
J Kirkbride, K McGuinness, N Belvedere
GOALS, NNG: T Millar 3, O Ockwell-Payne 2, 
A Tymensen, Z Ferguson, O Ratten, 
K Reynolds 1 each
BEST: T Millar, T Prasad, O Ockwell-Payne, 
N Malcolm, B Attard, M Cross
FOURTHS
Kor-Bena 0.0  1.1  1.1  2.2 (14)
Nar Nar Goon 3.2  4.2  4.8  4.9 (33)
GOALS, Kor-Bena: C Hansch, B Hopwood 1 each
BEST: B Hopwood, H Storr, T Mortimer, R Skeen, 
K Tucker, E Belvedere
GOALS, NNG: M Robinson, E Loomes 2 each
BEST: F Shorey, F Stephens, B Turner, L Gillett, 
J Murphy, T Crema

Visit our website:
www.sgst.com.au

Top of the table too strong for the Giants  
KORUMBURRA-BENA went 

into a challenging match at the 
Showgrounds, which resulted 
in Nar Nar Goon claiming an 
81-point win.

The Giants were the first out 
of the gate with an early goal to 
coach Josh Hopkins.

Rain set in during the quarter, 
creating slippery conditions.

The contest remained tight, 
and the Giants were down by 
just two points at the first si-
ren.

The Giants were forced to 
play a more defensive game 
through the second quarter, 
with Nar Nar Goon finding its 

footing and using the wind ad-
vantage to its full potential.

Nar Nar Goon kicked five 
goals for the quarter, with Nick 
Besley adding the Giants’ only 
goal.

The Giants regrouped for the 
third quarter, resulting in Paul 
Fermanis kicking the first goal.

Korumburra-Bena’s line of 
defence kept the pressure on 
Nar Nar Goon, keeping the 
premiership contender to just 
one goal.

The Giants went into the last 
quarter down by 31 points.

Unfortunately, a disappoint-
ing quarter unfolded to close 

the match.
Nar Nar Goon found a last-

minute burst of adrenaline 
to pile seven goals onto the 
scoreboard.

Tyler Newton was a massive 
asset to Korumburra-Bena’s 
backline, taking intercep-
tions and contested marks. 

Although ending on a tough 
note, the Giants played three 
strong quarters of contested 
football.

They showed great positiv-
ity and strength against the 
2024 premiers.

Korumburra-Bena will face 
Garfield at home next week, 

hoping to record its first win. 
In other news around the 

club, the Giants’ A Grade 
side is sitting second on the 
ladder, on equal points with 
first.

A Grade won by two points 
against top-of-the-table Nar 
Nar Goon in a nail-biting 
game that spectators enjoyed 
watching.

The girls are proving to be 
a very impressive side, who 
will be making finals after 
just missing out last season. 

Gemma Dixon, Mackenna 
Whiteside and Ash Cuff were 
best on for the game. 

PHILLIP Island celebrated 
Billy Taylor’s 100th senior 
game in style, defeating Koo 
Wee Rup by 68 points at Cow-
es Recreation Reserve.

The Island came out blaz-
ing, kicking the first four 
goals before Koo Wee Rup ral-
lied late with three of its own, 
the Bulldogs then adding an-
other couple to set up a 39-19 
lead at quarter time.

After a stern talking to from 
coach Cam Pedersen at the 
break, the Island piled on 
seven goals in a blistering sec-
ond quarter, taking an 85-39 
halftime lead.

Mark Collison was racking 
up the possessions along with 
Hayden Bruce and Pedersen. 

Phillip Island slotted anoth-
er six goals in the third term, 
the attack on the ball and link 
across the ground being bril-
liant. 

With the win sealed at three-
quarter time, the Island took 
the foot off the pedal, allow-
ing Koo Wee Rup to boot four 
goals in the last stanza, the 
final score being 138-70.

Billy Taylor and Pedersen 
finished the match with four 
goals each, Finn O’Brien 
managed three majors and 
Jordy Patullo kicked a couple 
of goals from the wing. 

The Bulldogs have a massive 
two weeks coming up, playing 
undefeated Nar Nar Goon and 
third-placed Cora Lynn.

Under 18s
Phillip Island Thirds se-

cured a thrilling one-point 
win over Koo Wee Rup, finish-
ing 4.3 (27) to 4.2 (26) after 
the Demons mounted a fierce 
comeback in the final quarter, 
kicking three goals and nearly 
stealing the win, having been 
held to just one major in total 
for the first three quarters.

The game started evenly, 
with the teams locked at 1.1 

(7) apiece at quarter-time. 
In the second term, Phil-

lip Island managed to edge 
ahead slightly, going into half-
time with a narrow lead of 1.3 
(9) to 1.1 (7). 

The third quarter saw Phil-
lip Island extend its advan-
tage, adding two more goals 
to take control of the match at 
3.3 (21) to 1.1 (7) before Koo 
Wee Rup hit back to provide 
an exciting finish.

Reserves
The Phillip Island Reserves 

turned in a dominant four-
quarter performance on the 
weekend, dismantling Koo Wee 
Rup with a commanding 15.15 
(105) to 1.3 (9) victory.

From the opening bounce, 
the Island boys took control, 
moving the ball cleanly and ap-
plying consistent scoreboard 
pressure. 

Their structure behind the 
ball was rock solid, allowing 
minimal opportunities for Koo 
Wee Rup and setting up wave 
after wave of attacking play.

Brady Ross was a clear 
standout, putting together a 
best-on-ground performance 
with four goals and a strong 
presence across the field. 

His composure, footy smarts, 
and ability to hit the score-
board were on full display.

He was brilliantly support-
ed by Finlay Cousins, who 
not only slotted two goals but 
worked hard all game.

Ben Taylor impressed with 
his leadership and clean dis-
posal, Henry Peppard was con-
sistent around the contests, 
Saxon Mau caught the eye with 
his run and carry, while Ethan 
Michaelides displayed com-
posed ball use.

It was a comprehensive team 
win and a strong statement as 
the Reserves continue to build 
momentum heading deeper 
into the season.

Phillip Island enjoys success

Billy Taylor celebrated his 100th game on Saturday for 
the Dogs. Photo: Carol Ratcliff.
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Kia Tasman
RESERVE YOURS NOW

Local swimmer Gemma Cook has enjoyed her share of success recently, including qualifying for the Swimming Victoria 
Performance Pathways Program – Emerging Abilities Squad. 

Gemma joins elite Gemma joins elite 
swimming squadswimming squad

AFTER swimming a personal best 
in the girls’ 12-13 year old MC 50 
metre freestyle at the recent Na-
tional Championships, s6 swimmer 
Gemma Cook not only placed third, 
receiving her first ever national 
bronze medal, but she has qualified 
with a MCPS score for Swimming 
Victoria Performance Pathways Pro-
gram – Emerging Abilities Squad. 

Her coach Lorri is so proud of her 
efforts.

“Gemma trains so hard and has 
been really working on some small 
changes with her technique and it 
has made a great difference. I was so 
thrilled to be a part of her nationals 
success and hear she was accepted 
for the Performance Pathways pro-
gram,” she said.

Gemma is the second South 
Gippsland Bass (SGB) swimmer to 
be selected in one of the current Per-
formance Pathways squads, with Ar-
chie Smyth in the Victorian Junior 
Talent Pathway Squad. 

The Emerging Abilities Squad is a 
dedicated program for multi-class 
swimmers (s1-14) working towards 
Paralympics and World Champion-
ships, Deaflympics (s15) and Virtus 
Games (s19). 

Gemma will attend dedicated multi-
class training sessions in Melbourne 
and extra coaching sessions on 
stroke from Paralympic coaches, diet 
and other aspects of competing at a 
higher level like a filmed biomechan-
ics session in a VIS pool and mentor-
ing from current Paralympians.

Gemma has been training with 
SGB for three years and is part of 
the growing multi-class squads. 

She loves being part of the multi-
class program at the higher level, 
where she gets to compete against 
others in the same classification as 
her. 

There are so many opportunities 
and pathways for multi-class swim-
mers – from all levels of school swim-
ming competitions, local Gippsland 
Championships, Country Victoria, 
State and National Championships, 
where Gemma has participated in 
them all.
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