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7 The Broadway,
San Remo

Coastal living 
at its finest. 

Easy access to 
everything.
$925,000
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LAST Thursday, July 10, at an aquat-
ic centre energy efficiency seminar at St 
Leonards College in Brighton East, plans 
were unveiled to privately fund a new 
aquatic centre and sports hub on Phillip 
Island.

The brainchild of members of the Phil-
lip Island Aquatic Centre Fund, including 
Newhaven resident, Derek Harbison, of 
energy efficiency company, Negawatt Proj-
ects, the plan already has the support of 

a group of local property investors and a 
cross-section of aquatic industry suppli-
ers who are pioneering a cheaper, more 
efficient way to build community swim-
ming centres.

Speaking at the seminar last week, Mr 
Harbison said the drive to slash the en-
ergy usage and environmental impact of 
domestic, commercial, industrial and 

government buildings was accelerating, 
bringing the need to design better, more 
efficient, cheaper aquatic centres into 
sharper focus.

“The estimated cost of our new aquatic 
centre, fully funded, will be less than $10 
million, which stands in stark contrast to 
the $94 million they’re talking about to 
build two aquatic centres at Cowes and 
Wonthaggi,” said Mr Harbison.

Continued page 3

NO DUD NO DUD 
POOLS!POOLS!

- New dawn in the development of community aquatic centres
By Michael Giles

Winter 
Warmth

See pages 28-29

Sentinel-Times

Gearing up for the 2025 Island Whale Festival last Thursday were 
Kim Storey (Destination Phillip Island), John Dickie (Wildlife Coast 

Cruises), Dr Chels Marshall and Natalia Baechtold. 
See festival coverage on page 26.

Gearing up for the 2025 Island Whale Festival last Thursday were 
Kim Storey (Destination Phillip Island), John Dickie (Wildlife Coast 

Cruises), Dr Chels Marshall and Natalia Baechtold. 

Sea-sational fun 
     at whale festival
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Leongatha & Korumburra Only

www.michaelsiga.com.au

$749ea

Specials available from Wed 16th to Tues 22nd July 2025. While Stocks Last.
We reserve the right to correct printing errors. Images are for illustration purposes only.

Michael’s IGA Liquor supports the responsible service and consumption of alcohol.

$999ea

Leongatha store only!

BOTANI FLOWER PLATETERIYAKI CHICKEN CRUNCHY

$14
per serve

$1150
per serve

Carlton Draught or Dry or Victoria Bitter 
Cans 375ml x 10 Pack

Strongbow Original or Low Carb Cider
Cans 375ml x 10 Pack

$2999ea

10 pack

$1999ea

Jamesons 6.3% Dry & Lime or Raw Cola 
Cans 375ml x 10 Pack

$4999ea

INGHAM’S SKINLESS 
CHICKEN BREAST FILLETS

$699kg

$1399kg

DON KABANA

AUSTRALIAN BEEF 
T BONE STEAK

$2299kg
AUSTRALIAN LAMB 
LOIN CHOPS

$2899kg

$599kg

INGHAM’S CHICKEN THIGH 
CUTLETS

BAKED PROVISIONS 
FAMILY STEAK OR CHICKEN 
& VEGETABLE PIE 700G
$1.43 per 100g

BAKED PROVISIONS 
FAMILY APPLE PIE 700G
$1.07 per 100g
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EXCESS WASTE?
Clean ups 

with
convenience

Call the commercial and residential waste specialists today!

accounts@wheelawaste.com
www.wheelawaste.com.au

5672 2056

Commercial, industrial and farm services

HM12867
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THAT’S pretty amazing! The Bass Coast 
Police Service Area Facebook page ‘Eye-
watch’ has alerted the Inverloch and dis-
trict community to a very interesting piece 
of information about family connections 
at the Inverloch Police Station.

The news has been very well received lo-
cally, but among the responses, concerns 
have been expressed about the state of the 
‘police’ sign depicted in the photo.

First things first, and the Eyewatch post 
is celebrating the appointment of a new of-
ficer in charge at Inverloch, but not just 
anyone!

“A little bit of history is repeating at the 
moment with a police officer named Ron-
ald W. J. Purtle being the officer in charge 
of the Inverloch Police Station for the sec-
ond time.

“The first time was in 1973, when Se-
nior Constable Purtle was the officer in 
charge, a role that he did until 1977.

“The second time is now, with his grand-
son, Acting Sergeant Purtle, currently in 
the role.

“The first Ronald W. J. Purtle joined the 
police force in the 1930s, and did duties 
in various areas, including in the then 
‘Wireless Patrol’ in Melbourne, which was 
the first mobile police patrol in the world 
to use radios.

“He also used to ride a Triumph mo-
torcycle with a sidecar along the Geelong 
Road doing traffic patrols. A career in 
community and rural policing beckoned, 
going on to do duties at one-man police 
stations at Romsey and Maldon, and then 
working at the then one-man police sta-
tion at Inverloch where he lived in the ad-
joining police house with his family until 
he retired in 1977.

“The second Ronald W. J. Purtle joined 
the police force in 2015, and has worked 
at the 24-hour police stations in Traral-
gon and Wonthaggi. Acting Sergeant Purtle  
said that although the location of the po-
lice station in Inverloch remains the same, 
the building is much newer now, and the 
type of work that he is doing has certainly 
changed since the time his grandfather 
was there, which was many years before 
he was born!”

Read the full story and responses 
online at sgst.com.au

Ronald W. J. Purtle is the new officer 
in charge at Inverloch and follows in his 
grandfather’s footsteps. 

Inverloch welcomes 
new police sergeant

From page 1
“The new designs proposed 

by the Bass Coast Shire 
Council simply can’t be fund-
ed and can’t be afforded on 
an ongoing basis, either on 
the energy they are projected 
to use or their annual cost to 
the community.

“This is one of the low-
est socio-economic areas in 
the state, but also one of the 
busiest from a visitor point of 
view, and the projects they are 
proposing would break the 
council,” said Mr Harbison.

“The new project we have in 
mind is fully-funded, net zero 
and off-the-grid.

“And after exhaustive at-
tempts to involve them in this 
project, we’ve decided to go it 
alone.”

The project, to be devel-
oped on a 50-hectare site at 
the old Phillip Island Airport 
will have a 25-metre 10-lane 
pool, warm water pool, pro-
gram pool and gym/dry exer-
cise spaces.

Providing the commercial 
scale for the project are plans 
for a 300-bed group accom-
modation facility, 60-bed elite 
sports centre, dining hall/
functions facilities, caravan 

and boat storage facilities 
and significant investment in 
solar and battery infrastruc-
ture.

“As we’re all well aware, be-
ing at the end of the electric-
ity supply grid, Phillip Island 
and San Remo constantly has 
problems with power outages 
and brownouts.

“We anticipate produc-
ing significant excess power 
which can be sold back to 
the grid at peak rates of up to 
$13kWh helping to offset our 
running costs and the area’s 
power problems.”

Mr Harbison said the group 
had already secured an option 
to develop part of the old air-
port site, which could no lon-
ger be developed for housing 
following council’s approval, 
last Wednesday, of a new 
Statement of Planning Policy, 
establishing the settlement 
boundary for Cape Woolamai 
in its present location, along 
Woolamai Beach Road.

“I don’t think we’ll have a 
problem attracting commu-
nity support once they realise 
what we’re proposing to do 
here,” said Mr Harbison.

“This is the perfect location 
to develop an aquatic and 

sports hub, on the Island, 
but also close to Newhaven 
College, and San Remo which 
the shire has designated for 
significant growth over the 
next 50 years.”

Mr Harbison said the po-
tential to attract school 
groups, community groups 
and sporting clubs, including 
those looking for elite train-
ing facilities, was significant 
and a perfect fit for what 
Phillip Island and surrounds 
already had to offer.

A major part of the semi-
nar was devoted to exploring 
cheaper, more efficient ways 
to develop community aquat-
ic centres, driven by reducing 
crippling energy costs and 
global-warming imperatives.

They drew on experience 
in New Zealand and Europe 
where design engineers have 
turned away from glass-
house, “airport hanger” style 
legacy projects costing $100s 
of millions, to lower-line, all-
electric, purpose-built build-
ings with fully controlled, en-
ergy-efficient environments.

They’re entirely at odds 
with the $41.8 million (Cow-
es) and $52.8 million (Wont-
haggi) projects produced for 

the shire by the Otium Plan-
ning Group Pty Ltd in asso-
ciation with Peddle Thorp Ar-
chitects & Turner Townsend 
Quantity Surveyors at a total 
construction cost of $94.6 
million.

Mr Harbison says such proj-
ects are outdated and unaf-
fordable and the shire either 
needed to get onboard with 
the project proposed by the 
Phillip Island Aquatic Cen-
tre Fund, or at the very least, 
scrap its present plans for 
aquatic centres in Cowes and 
Wonthaggi and start again.

He said a good place for 
the shire to start a review of 
its projects would be by con-
tacting mechanical engineer 
Jonathan Duverge of North-
ern Environmental Design, 
who had completed a PhD 
comparing the operation of 
aquatic centres, and consul-
tants such Brooke Atkins of 
LARCAN (Leisure, Aquat-
ics, Recreation, Consultants, 
Australia, and New Zealand) 
who had advised councils in 
Queensland, NSW and Victo-
ria, including regional coun-
cils on the development of 
best-fit aquatic centres for 
their communities.

New dawn in the development 
of community aquatic centres

Among the speakers at an aquatic centre design seminar in Melbourne last Thursday were former Mornington Peninsula 
Shire Council Mayor Cr Simon Brooks, Derrek Harbison Negawatt Projects, Don Turner President PIACF, Michael Cook 
of Watch this Space Design swim school designs and large aquatic centre projects, and Peter McMahon Secretary PIACF. 
They discussed the development of a privately-funded, cost-effective, energy-efficient aquatic centre for Phillip Island.
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The team at Bass Coast Concreting can help!
• Driveways • Footpaths • Patios • Pools • Sheds

IN BRIEF
Improved connectivity  
for Toora

THE State Government is im-
proving connectivity for Victo-
rians in Toora with more than 
850 mobile and broadband 
projects now completed across 
the state. 

As part of the government’s 
Connecting Victoria program, 
the local community has wel-
comed the completion of 
works on nearby infrastruc-
ture, which will increase the re-
silience of the mobile network 
in the area, allowing locals to 
better connect with loved ones, 
work and study. 

Minister for Government 
Services Natalie Hutchins an-
nounced that the huge mile-
stone marked the completion 
of more than two-thirds of 
projects supported by the gov-
ernment’s Connecting Victoria 
program, which aims to deliver 
1300 mobile and broadband 
projects, with over 900 of these 
in regional Victoria. 

Nutrien Ag Solutions’ 
Community Grants 
applications open 

NUTRIEN Ag Solutions, in 
partnership with the Founda-
tion for Rural & Regional Re-
newal (FRRR), invites eligible 
not-for-profit organisations 
to apply for a grant of up to 
$5000 to support local com-
munity projects across remote, 
rural and regional Australia. 

Since its launch in 2021, the 
Nutrien Ag Solutions Commu-
nity Grants Program has pro-
vided over $1 million in fund-
ing to grassroots initiatives that 
support regional communities. 

Jacqueline Webb, community 
investment manager at Nutrien 
Ag Solutions, said the program 
reflects Nutrien’s long-standing 
commitment to investing in the 
communities where their people 
and customers live and work. 

“This program is about sup-
porting the heart of our region-
al communities – the local proj-
ects and initiatives that make 
these towns great places to live 
and work,” Ms Webb said. 

Applications for the 2025 
Nutrien Ag Solutions Com-
munity Grants Program close 
on Thursday, August 7 2025, 
with successful recipients an-
nounced in October. 

A free online webinar for 
grant seekers will be held from 
12.30pm to 1.30pm (AEST) 
on Tuesday, 15 July. Register 
at the FRRR Nutrien Ag Solu-
tions Community Grants 2025 
Grantseeker Workshop.

For more information and to 
apply, visit: nutrienagsolutions.
com.au/nutrien-ag-solutions-
community-grants-program 

Planned Telstra mobile 
outage for Newhaven 

TELSTRA is upgrading its 
mobile base station in Newhav-
en with work to take place from 
Monday, July 21, until Friday, 
July 25. These works will re-
quire some temporary service 
disruptions or a reduction in 
mobile coverage. The network 
will be fully offline between 
Monday, July 21 until Wednes-
day, July 23, 2025.

Landline services, NBN inter-
net services and mobile cover-
age from other providers will 
not be impacted during this 
time. Telstra mobile customers 
will be receiving text messages 
advising them of the upcoming 
works.

We were wrong
IN OUR report on the Bass 

Coast Shire Council budget 
published on June 24 it was 
suggested the budget vote was 
unanimous which it was not.

Although the budget mo-
tion was carried by a major-
ity of councillors, Cr Meg Ed-
wards and Cr Ron Bauer voted 
against the motion. The error 
was made by a reporter.

Funding for safe battery 
disposal points

LOCAL councils and regis-
tered charities can apply for 
State Government assistance to 
provide community members 
with more collection points to 
safely dispose of batteries.

That follows the announce-
ment of $1.7 million in fund-
ing through the Circular Econ-
omy Hazardous Waste Fund 
– Round 4.

Grants of up to $22,000 are 
available to establish conve-
nient battery drop-off loca-
tions, supporting battery recov-
ery rates and keeping batteries 
out of household bins.

“E-waste, one of the fast-
est growing waste streams in 
Australia, includes embedded 
batteries in vapes, e-scooters, 
shavers and toys, and poses an 
environmental and health and 
safety risk when not disposed 
of correctly,” the Victorian Gov-
ernment states.  

It is noted that there has been 
a reported increase in rubbish 
truck fires related to batteries 
being put in kerbside bins. 

The funded facilities will ac-
cept a wide range of battery 
types including loose household 
batteries, batteries from e-cig-
arettes, embedded batteries in 
small devices such as electric 
toothbrushes, and larger batter-
ies weighing up to 60 kilograms. 

“Increasing access to battery 
collection points will make it 
easier for Victorians to safely 
and correctly dispose of bat-
teries and prevent fires,” Act-
ing Minister for Environment 
Gayle Tierney said.

For further information and 
to apply please visit sustain-
ability.vic.gov.au/ceif-hazard-
ous-waste-round-4.

Meeniyan eviction 
adjourned

BELEAGUERED Meeniyan 
resident, Aileen Hughes, won’t 
be going anywhere, anytime 
soon after the shire’s case 
against her remaining in her 
own home was adjourned at the 
Korumburra Magistrates Court 
last week.

The case is now listed for men-
tion on Thursday, November 6, 
2025, time enough for the shire 
to find a solution to the impasse.

Ms Hughes has been buoyed 
by the ‘overwhelming’ support 
she has received from the com-
munity.

Don’t panic, it’s not  
THAT Kilcunda Bridge

OLD timers will be able to tell 
you the fun they had as kids, 
being told to “duck” when they 
drove under the old Kilcunda 
Viaduct Bridge, when the Bass 
Highway used to snake its way 
through the narrow railway 
bridge into Kilcunda.

As well as the incredible 
ocean vista that greeted you 
on the way in and the trestle 
bridge over Bourne Creek on 
the way out, they were three 
iconic landmarks for those 
travelling through the town.

The trestle bridge (hopefully) 
isn’t going anywhere, and the 
ocean vista is a permanent fea-
ture but alas, the old Viaduct 
Bridge is doomed, it seems, set 
to be demolished if the council 
gives the all-clear this Wednes-
day. See full story on page 13.

The Esplanade street 
scheme coming

TO SAY it’s been a long time 
coming would be an under-
statement but it’s finally hap-
pening with the shire council 
set to declare a special charge 
scheme for the road and drain-
age upgrade of The Esplanade 
and associated roads at Sun-
derland Bay.

Is it the best possible out-
come for the community?

Only time will tell but those 
in favour of the original 
scheme, including all unmade 
roads in Sunderland Bay and 
Surf Beach, might find they’ll 
have to pay more if they want 
the shire to construct and seal 
their streets in the coming 
years.

The project is set to go to 
council for approval this 
Wednesday.

Celebrating one year
WHOLELIFE Pharmacy & 

Healthfoods Mirboo North are 
celebrating their first birthday 
this Friday with fantastic deals 
across the store and free gift 
bags for the early birds. 

Head along to 46 Ridgeway 
from 9am.
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www.pirsl.com.au     225-243 Thompon Avenue, Cowes     Ph 5952 1004

COME AND EXPERIENCE WHY!
$15 lunch specials* Monday to Thursday, 12 – 2pm 

Members draws Wednesday, Thursday and Friday nights
Plus more!

Non-members welcome
Not a member? Join now and enjoy the rewards

We have been awarded Victoria’s 
Best Regional Club Bistro-Restaurant
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BISTRO: LUNCH AND DINNER

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

LUNCH: FROM 12.00PM

DINNER – SEATING TIMES:

FROM 5.30PM

FAMILY FRIENDLY AND FULLY ACCESSIBLE  |  KIDS PLAY AREA OPEN DAILY
MENU FEATURES HEALTHY CHOICE OPTIONS

CATERS FOR VEGETARIANS, VEGANS, GLUTEN FREE  |  SENIORS AND KIDS MENUS AVAILABLE

PHILLIP ISLAND RSL
A VENUE FOR ALL OF LIFE’S OCCASIONS

OPENING HOURS

PHILLIP ISLAND RSL

VENUE: OPEN 7 DAYS

10.00AM TO LATE

Phone BH: 03 5952 1004       Enquiries: info@pirsl.com.au      www.pirsl.com.au

*terms and conditions apply

The largest range of custom made 
curtains+blinds+shutters+outdoor

dc+b Wonthaggi
under new management 
21 Murray St, Wonthaggi
Ph. 5672 291515% off cellular 

blind sale on now!
+save on your energy bills
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dc+b Wonthaggi

21 Murray St, Wonthaggi
Ph. 5672 2915

value in every dollar

 double curtains 
 to maximise 

thermal efficiency

double layer of insulation 
saving you energy ++ money

POLICE BRIEFS
Bass Coast teenagers 
charged after stabbing

DETECTIVES charged three teenagers 
after a stabbing and affray in Wantirna 
South on Monday, July 7.

It is alleged that an altercation took 
place between a group of teenaged boys 
at a shopping centre on Burwood High-
way in Wantirna South about 5.30pm. 

One boy sustained serious injuries, 
consistent with a stabbing, and was 
transported to hospital. 

All others involved in the incident alleg-
edly fled the scene before police arrival. 

Detectives from Eastern Region Crime 
Squad, with assistance from the Knox 
and Yarra Ranges Crime Investigation 
Units, arrested three teenaged boys on 
Wednesday following a thorough investi-
gation.

A 17-year-old from the Yarra Ranges 
area has been charged with intentionally 
cause injury, theft of a motor vehicle, af-
fray and assault.

A 16-year-old and a 17-year-old, both 
from the Bass Coast areas, have been 
charged with more than 10 offences in-
cluding robbery, affray, assault, theft of 
a motor vehicle, attempted aggravated 
burglary and intentionally cause injury. 

All three appeared before the children’s 
court on Thursday and were remanded 
to reappear at the end of July.

Automatic number 
plate recognition

HAVE you seen the new Automatic 
Number Plate Recognition equipped 
Volkswagen Passat wagon around Bass 
Coast and South Gippsland, because 
there is a good chance that it will have 
seen you!

The specially equipped vehicle is cur-
rently in the Bass Coast Police Service 
Area as an extra tool for local police to 
use to detect crime and traffic offenders, 
and it has already resulted in many detec-
tions.

The cutting-edge technology in it al-
lows police to rapidly scan vehicles and 
immediately identify any cars of interest, 
including those bearing false or stolen 
number plates, as well as unauthorised 
drivers and impaired drivers.

The technology gives a 360view of the 
area and also features a video camera, 
and works day and night, in all condi-
tions.

In recent times, police have used it in 
a highly visible manner, parked on the 
side of Phillip Island Road, but have also 
been able to hide it behind trees on the 
Strzelecki Highway. It was recently used 
at night on the Bass Highway, scanning 
cars, and has also been driving around 
the back streets of Leongatha to help re-
cover stolen vehicles.

Senior Sergeant Jason Hullick from 
the Wonthaggi Police Station has a warn-
ing to any crime and traffic offenders in 
the local area who are thinking of using 
vehicles to do the wrong thing: “We are on 
the prowl.”

Tension over Inverloch’s 
future at Sunday meeting

PEOPLE concerned about In-
verloch’s future filled the room 
at the town’s Community Hub 
on Sunday, most appearing to 
support hard-engineering ap-
proaches to save Inverloch Surf 
Life Saving Club, the nearby 
road and houses from the en-
croaching sea.

While those from the Inver-
loch Foreshore Action Group 
continue to call for lasting so-
lutions such as rock bags, the 
State Government is sticking 
to its guns, planning to press 
ahead with dune renourish-
ment and expanded use of 
sandbags to protect assets.

“We say put stuff there that’s 
going to last,” Alan Brown AM 
declared as he took charge of 
proceedings for the ‘Inverloch 
at Risk Emergency Meeting’.

Member for Bass Jordan 
Crugnale, however, argued that 
hard engineering will destroy 
the beach.

“If you put in a massive wall of 
rock bags, you’ve kind of given 
up,” she said.

Mr Brown earlier expressed 
the view that $3.3 million of 
funding provided to the State 
Government by the Scott Morri-
son Federal Government to pro-
tect Inverloch hasn’t been used 
as it should.

The former Liberal State Op-
position Leader is a passionate 
advocate for the Bass Coast and 
is not one to take a backward 
step when he considers its resi-
dents are subject to injustice.

He argued the State Govern-
ment’s plans for protecting In-
verloch assets are a “band-aid 
solution”.

“Not one cent has been used 
to permanently protect this 
community,” he stressed, saying 
that were it not for the efforts of 
Bass Coast Shire Council to im-
plement temporary measures, 
the Inverloch Surf Life Saving 
Club would have already fallen 
into the sea.

He praised one of Sunday’s 
speakers, Cr Meg Edwards for 
standing up to protect the com-
munity by pursuing lasting so-
lutions. Cr Edwards remarked 
that she was speaking as an in-
dividual councillor, not on behalf 

of Bass Coast Shire Council.
She stated that not protecting 

Inverloch will result in far great-
er cost than doing so, speaking 
of the potential devastation for 
affected homeowners and for 
businesses if inundation is al-
lowed to proceed unchecked, 
likening the sand renourish-
ment approach to building 
sandcastles that vanish with the 
next high tide.

Inverloch Surf Life Saving 
Club president Glenn Arnold 
spoke at length about the many 
ways in which the club benefits 
locals and those from further 
afield, arguing that allowing it to 
be lost to the ravages of the sea 
is not an option.

Former Woorayl Shire engi-
neer Keith Godridge told the au-
dience of his delight at seeing so 
many people there on Sunday, 
emphatic that as a resident of 29 
years, he doesn’t want to see In-
verloch failed by a lack of action.

He argued hard structures 
don’t cause erosion, but have 
the opposite effect, advocating 
the potential of using rock bags, 
made with durable rope and 
containing many small rocks.

“The beauty of the rock bags is 
they absorb the wave forces and 
are also flexible, bind together 
strongly, and if needed they can 
be easily relocated,” Mr Godridge 
said, arguing they last many 
times the lifespan of sandbags.

Former Woorayl Shire engineer Keith Godridge, Inverloch Surf Life Saving Club president 
Glenn Arnold, Former State Opposition Leader Alan Brown AM and Cr Meg Edwards after 
Sunday’s marathon meeting about coastal concerns in Inverloch. A29_2825

A PERSON in a dark-co-
loured hoodie and baggy 
dark track pants raced out 
of the toilet block at the Har-
old Hughes Reserve in Cori-
nella last Thursday around 
10.20am.

Shortly afterwards pungent 
black smoke billowed out above 
the doors of the five toilets.

Coincidentally, at the same 
time, Steve, the team leader 
of Bass Coast Shire Council 
Open Space Maintenance, 
was driving past the reserve. 
He saw the smoke, stopped 
to investigate and rang Triple 
000. Minutes later, Corinella 
CFA member, Mick Hamilton, 
drove up in the Corinella fire 
engine. He put out the fire. A 
second firefighter turned up 
shortly afterwards and later a 

third in a second fire engine.
Signs indicated a fire bug 

had set fire to a toilet roll in 
its dispenser in the third toi-
let cubicle from the Balcombe 
Street entrance to the park. 
It and its plastic dispenser 
were completely burned and 
the wall behind was badly 
scorched.

Witnesses shared what they 
had seen with authorities. 
The perpetrator of the crime 
was described as a young 
male teenager.

Those unwittingly involved 
were left asking why a young 
person would commit such 
an anti-social act with such 
potentially dangerous conse-
quences.

By Meryl Tobin

Fire Bug at Corinella toilets

Steve of Bass Coast Shire Council Open Space Maintenance 
discussing the fire in the toilet block at the Harold Hughes 
Reserve in the centre of Corinella with Corinella CFA 
member, Mick Hamilton. Photo: Meryl Tobin.
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
OF SUPPORT

Congratulations Dr Chris Webster for giving your  
honest and caring opinion, as we are all entitled to,  

on the Erin Patterson case.
The two sisters Heather and Gail were clients of mine.
Respectfully, Koonwarra and Leongatha businessman,

Denis A Hawkins.

M
E0

56
3

If you can give, please  
give where you live.  
www.bccf.org.au

Making a real 
difference in the 
lives of people 

across Bass Coast.

ONE of the things that makes Bass 
Coast such a special place to live, work 
and visit is the breathtaking natural en-
vironment we’re lucky enough to enjoy 
every day.

From our rugged coastlines to our roll-
ing farmland and precious bushland, 
our landscape tells a story of deep cul-
tural significance, remarkable biodi-
versity, and an enduring connection be-
tween community and place.

That’s why Council has formally en-
dorsed the final draft of the Statement of 
Planning Policy (SPP), developed under 
the State Government’s Distinctive Areas 
and Landscapes (DAL) program. This 
policy sets out a 50-year vision for land 
use across Bass Coast, identifying what 
makes our region unique and putting in 
place strategies to protect and enhance it 
for future generations.  The policy is re-
viewed every 10 years, ensuring that we 
can adapt while protecting and preserv-
ing what makes Bass Coast unique.

At the heart of this vision is our collec-
tive commitment to protecting our envi-
ronment—particularly the Western Port 
Woodlands, which form one of the most 
ecologically significant areas in our re-
gion. The Woodlands are not just trees 
and tracks—they are a vital biodiversity 
corridor, a sanctuary for native species, 
and a much-loved place for locals and 
visitors alike.

As part of our decision, Council will 
write to the State Government to request 
they immediately begin a strategic envi-
ronmental assessment of the Woodlands, 
and to apply an interim Environmental 
Significance Overlay to ensure these val-
ues are protected while the assessment 
is carried out.

The SPP also responds to community 
concerns by setting protected township 
boundaries and recognising our most 
significant landscapes. It reflects years 
of community input, expert advice, and 
a shared aspiration to grow sustainably.

This is a vital step toward ensuring 
that future planning decisions respect 
the character of Bass Coast – its environ-
ment, its communities, and its cultural 
heritage.

I am proud of our community and our 
Councillors who recognise the impor-
tance of supporting policy that protects 
and enhances our natural environment 
for us all to enjoy and pass on to future 
generations.

Once finalised by the State Govern-
ment, the SPP will guide planning deci-
sions in Bass Coast, providing the long-
term certainty we need to protect the 
places we love.

Mayor’s 
Message

Cr Rochelle
Halstead

Mayor’s 
Message
Mayor’s 
Message
Mayor’s 

Cr Rochelle

NOT everyone may have been 
happy about having to call a 
special meeting at short notice 
to consider the long-awaited 
Bass Coast Council Statement 
of Planning Policy (SPP) but it 
did make the State Govern-
ment imposed deadline.

Designed to provide a 50-
year vision for land use plan-
ning the SPP identified what 
makes the region distinctive 
and outlined strategies to pre-
serve and enhance those attri-
butes for current and future 
generations.

The culmination of almost 
six years of policy prepara-
tion councillors were given no 
choice but to either endorse 
or refuse to endorse the final 
draft of the SPP. Seven coun-
cillors voted in favour, Cr Ed-
wards against and Cr Tessari 
was absent.

Council’s endorsement of 
the SPP drew enthusiastic 
applause from the Cape Pa-
terson Residents and Rate-
payers Association and Save 
Western Port Woodlands 
Group gathered in the public 
gallery where it was standing 
room only.

Bass Coast Shire was first 
declared a distinctive area 
and landscape under the 
Planning and Environment 
Act 1987 in October 2019.

The Victorian Government 
has now legislated to protect 
and enhance distinctive areas 
and landscapes for the enjoy-
ment of current and future gen-
erations with the Bass Coast 
Statement of Planning Policy 
taking effect immediately.

Endorsing the SPP Cr Mat 
Morgan said he supported 
fighting for a safe climate fu-
ture and supported caring for 
Country as this was unceded 
Bunurong land.

“The State Government has 
made a positive step here, 
but it is still yet to climb the 
hill which our community 
and environment need them 
to climb,” said Cr Morgan.

“The Statement of Planning 
Policy finally recognises the 
Western Port Woodlands as 
an area of outstanding envi-
ronmental significance.

“This is the last piece of sig-
nificant coastal woodland in 
the region.

“If you were blindfolded 
and dropped in the wood-
lands you’d think you’re in 
a non-colonised haven, full 
of precious flora and fau-
na which so many citizen 

scientists have spent years 
surveying, in desperate hope 
for their protection.

“The SPP is right, the wood-
lands are of outstanding en-
vironmental significance, so 
why are we still mining it for 
sand we don’t need?

“We need an environmen-
tal significance overlay to the 
Western Port Woodlands to en-
sure their ongoing protection.”

Thanking everyone who’d 
been involved in what had 
been a very long process Cr 
Morgan gave special thanks 
to the South Gippsland Con-
servation Society and Save 
Western Port Woodlands.

Using a quote from his 
grandfather, Cr Morgan said 
unless someone like you 
cares, a whole awful lot, 
nothing’s going to get better, 
it’s not.

However, Cr Meg Edwards 
questioned the short notice 
given for the special meeting 
of Council.

Cr Edwards was told the 
Minister for Planning in-
formed Bass Coast Shire ear-
ly in June that the final dead-
line for Council endorsement 
of the draft Bass Coast SPP 
was July 18 and failure to 
meet that deadline may jeop-
ardise the SPP.

“This is the most influential 
decision we will make in our 
term of council,” said Cr Ed-
wards.

While acknowledging the 
work of those involved in the 

process and the significance 
of the Western Port Wood-
lands Cr Edwards said the 
primary role of councillors 
was to represent the commu-
nities that elected them.

“This SPP is for 50 years, 
twelve and a half terms of 
council after us... and for un-
elected people to have more 
of a say than elected council-
lors, I believe, is wrong.”

Despite agreeing with the 
significance of the woodlands 
Cr Edwards in the end voted 
against the motion saying she 
had grave concerns around 
the process.

The SPP identified nature-
based tourism as one of the 
main drivers of the Bass Coast 
economy with the number of 
visitors projected to double 
from 1.85 million in 2015 to 
3.4 million by 2035, attracting 
$1.1 billion to the region.

A rubber stamp
Cr Ron Bauer said the mo-

tion was a “Shire rubber 
stamp”.

“I am still concerned about 
the natural justice afforded 
to developers in Cape Pater-
son,” said Cr Bauer.

“They initially invested 
monies under one set of cri-
teria and have now been 
confronted with a boundary 
change which prohibits ex-
pansion and locks in the cur-
rent town boundary.

“I am concerned that the 
locking-in of town boundaries, 

the only option is to chop up 
larger blocks as infill, and af-
ter that, the only option is to 
go up.

“As an Islander, it is my ex-
perience that residents would 
prefer larger allotments 
against the sardine-can out-
comes which are primarily 
driven by bang for buck.”

Cr Jan Thompson was 
mindful of the implications of 
retreat (pg 23 of the report) 
for those areas facing erosion 
such as Inverloch.

“I am very concerned for 
those homeowners who face 
the threat of retreat with no 
insurance cover as this is clas-
sified as an act of God with no 
indication from the State Gov-
ernment for compensation,” 
said Cr Thompson.

“If the state wants retreat 
then they should be address-
ing those in the line of fire, or 
should I say water, and offering 
appropriate compensation.”

Cr Thompson also ex-
pressed concern about the 
lack of a town boundary 
around the Adams Estate on 
Stanley Road, Grantville, say-
ing “it was not good enough 
to leave this estate in limbo 
and uncertainty”.

The protected settlement 
boundaries for Inverloch 
and Wonthaggi are yet to be 
defined and will be subject 
to further strategic planning 
work and public consultation.

The SPP can be reviewed in 
10 years.

Council greenlights landmark Statement 
of Planning Policy despite opposition

A win for the Cape Paterson Residents and Ratepayers Association (CPRRA) as Bass 
Coast Shire Council endorses clearly defined town boundaries for Cape Paterson ahead of 
this month’s deadline for the State Government’s Distinctive Area and Landscape (DAL) 
legislation. B12_2825
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The three broken panes of glass on 
the Wonthaggi bus shelters is council’s 
responsibility, said Transport Victoria.

ON FRIDAY last week, with a bitter wind 
blowing right through the broken win-
dows on Wonthaggi’s central bus shelters, 
patrons waiting for the bus were huddling 
together trying to stay warm and dry.

Three missing window panes, one on 
one shelter and two on the other have 
been smashed out sometime ago but still 
we wait for a repair.

We phoned the Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil.

“It’s not us, it’s PTV,” they said.
So, we emailed Public Transport Vic-

toria and got a prompt response from 
Transport Victoria: “The shire is mistak-
en, maintenance and repairs are their re-
sponsibility.”

“Responding to an application from the 
shire, we pay for the infrastructure but 
then they have to maintain and repair 
them. You’ll have to go back to the coun-
cil.”

A classic impasse and cost-shifting 
from state to local government but spare 
a thought for those waiting for the bus in 
Wonthaggi in bad weather, and sort it out 
please!

Bus shelter maintenance: 
It’s not us, it’s them!

Burst of colour and light 
welcome in Korumburra
“Community wonderful. Always 

come along and say how fantastic 
what you are doing.”

Even after 17 years in Austra-
lia, now living at Fish Creek with 
his artist partner Lucy Parkinson, 
Gonzalo Varela still retains the 
delightful Spanish rhythm to his 
voice as he talks about the story 
behind the latest murals emerg-
ing in a blaze of colour along the 
walkway to Korumburra’s railway 
underpass.

“There’s quite a story to it but I’ll 
let my partner Lucy tell it. She’s 
better.

“But it’s the stars, look up, the 
signs of the Zodiac and more to 
that as well but there is a story, for 
sure.”

Gonzalo and Lucy work on the 
mural together some days, some 
days apart.

“It’s quite something to be able 
to work together with your partner 
on art projects. Good, but chal-
lenging too sometimes.”

The pair of local artists only have 
a week to complete the work, fin-
gers crossed for good weather, as 
they’ll be flying out to Europe soon.

“There’s still a lot to do by the 
end of next week, we hope.”

The burst of colour and light 
could not have come at a better 
time for the Korumburra commu-
nity after the events of the past few 
months and still with some twists 
and turns to go before the imme-
diate impact of the Erin Patterson 
murder trial is behind us. 

There’s always light (and hope) 
when you lift your eyes to look  
for it.

Fish Creek artist Gonzalo Varela, together with his partner Lucy Parkinson, are 
applying the finishing touches to the new mural along walkway to the Korumburra 
underpass. 
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Graymont'smission is
to deliver essential

calcium-based solutions to
meet the world’s changing

needs.

Graymont invites applications for the 2025
community-focused Carbon Reduction Fund

We are proud to announce that we are accepting applications for the Graymont Carbon
Reduction Fund , an innovative, grass-roots initiative designed to support the
development of carbon-reduction initiatives in the communities across the globe that
we call home.

The fund’s role is to support projects focused on:

• Protecting the environment by the responsible use of resources
• Reducing our carbon footprint through increased energy efficiency
• Developing and maintaining natural, biological ‘carbon sinks’ such as agricultural
land, forests or peat bogs that act as a natural offset for carbon

If you have a project idea that relates to any of these topics, the GCRF is
looking for you!

For additional information, please contact

Applications are due by August 8th, 2025

Adrian Marshall

THE State Government has given students 
at Bass Coast College’s San Remo campus 
a new and improved bus network from the 
start of term three with the addition of two 
new school bus services. The two new school 
services will connect students in the grow-
ing communities of Coronet Bay and Sunset 
Strip to the Junior Campus in San Remo.

The new service operates between Coro-
net Bay and Bass Coast College San Remo 
via Coronet Bay, Bass and Woolamai, with 
around 30 students expected to benefit 
from the new service.

The other new bus service between 
Sunset Strip and Bass Coast College San 
Remo will operate via Smiths Beach, Sun-
set Strip, Rhyll and Surf Beach. More than 
40 students are expected to benefit from 
the introduction of this extra service.

Member for Bass Jordan Crugnale ex-
plained that this is a great result for stu-
dents and their families in the Coronet 
Bay and Phillip Island areas.

“Thank you to bus coordinator Penny 
Witherden for her tireless advocacy work 
as to the many families that reached out 
highlighting this need. We want all our 
kids to be able to get to and from school 
and there is more to be done across the 
bus network.”

TAFE students in the area benefit from 
the Victorian Budget 2025/26 with two 
Bass Coast and South Gippsland TAFE 
services, connecting Welshpool with Ko-
rumburra and Cowes with Leongatha.

Both services were introduced in 2019 
as Victorian Government-funded Flex-
ible Local Transport Solutions Program 
(FLTSP) trials to increase public trans-
port accessibility to Vocational and Edu-
cational Training (VET) programs in Ko-
rumburra and Leongatha. Converting 
the trial services to ongoing services will 
enable the current TAFE bus services to 
also support the wider Phillip Island and 
South Gippsland communities and be ex-
panded to provide a year-round service on 
Wednesdays and Fridays instead of school 
term only.

Additional school buses 
for Bass Coast College Five years on, what will become 

of the McBride Campus?
THE Wonthaggi Second-

ary College, McBride Avenue 
campus, located at the corner 
of McBride Avenue and Watt 
Street, closed in 2019. The 
future of the abandoned site 
remains uncertain.

Council started pre-feasibil-
ity studies in February 2023, 
expected to be finished by 
July 2023, so what’s causing 
the delay? Bass Coast Shire 
Council directed questions to 
their engage website, which 
states that detailed pre-feasi-
bility studies are underway. 
These include thorough as-
sessments of the property’s 
condition, such as the build-
ing’s structural integrity, heri-
tage value, and safety. 

The studies aim to iden-
tify short, medium, and long-
term costs and risks associ-
ated with developing the site, 
ensuring a full understanding 
of the management expenses. 
However, the timeline indi-
cates the study is ongoing, 
and management of the site 
will only transfer after all pre-
feasibility work is completed. 
But how long will this take?

Bass MP Jordan Crugnale 
quickly responded to the Sen-
tinel-Times, saying the Council 
was offered the site years ago. 

“Council has yet to decide if 
they want it or not, to the det-
riment of our Bass Coast and 
wider community. It is be-
yond disappointing, as this is 
a prime parcel of land in town 
with opportunities galore,” 
Ms Crugnale said. 

“Council have also broached 
the subject of using part of the 
land for housing, which we re-
main open to discussing, in-
cluding forming partnerships 
with other agencies such as 
Bass Coast Health and TAFE 
Gippsland to develop the site 
for community and public pur-
poses.

“They should have said, yes, 
we want this land, taken it on-
board, found the funding to 
clean up the site, developed 
costings, and a staged mas-
terplan, knowing full well they 
would be seeking significant 
contributions from both State 
and Federal Governments in 
the tens of millions.”

The Bass Coast Shire Council  

has confirmed that in the 
2025-26 Budget, $350,000 
has been allocated to kick-start 
what will be a multi-year proj-
ect. This funding will help the 
council address some complex 
planning constraints, establish 
frameworks for negotiations 
with potential partners and 
stakeholders, explore land use 
options, and have further dis-
cussions with the State Gov-
ernment before considering 
the site. 

The ongoing issue remains 
that the council are still ‘consid-
ering the site’ over five years on. 

The Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil is also actively exploring 
opportunities for external 
grant funding, which would 

strengthen this work and facili-
tate community consultation. 
The Council has a duty to per-
form due diligence and ensure 
that any future use of the site 
is viable and doesn’t become a 
future burden for ratepayers. 
Meanwhile, the site still causes 
concern for Victoria Police, 
with past issues of burglaries, 
squatters, and vandalism. Ser-
geant Tim Ryan of Wonthaggi 
Police Station confirmed that 
incidents on the site come in 
waves; however, they are not of 
great concern. 

“We have had issues with 
trespassers in the past,” said 
Sergeant Ryan. “Police will con-
tinue to patrol the area to en-
sure public safety.”

Whilst not seeing much trouble anymore at the former site of Wonthaggi Secondary 
College, McBride Campus. Police continue to actively patrol the area, as they did on 
Sunday even in the rain. C10_2825
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WONTHAGGI is one of 24 
CFA brigades that are trained 
and ready to respond to select 
medical Triple Zero calls as 
part of a new CFA medical re-
sponse program.

The new Fire Medical Re-
sponse program is a joint ini-
tiative of CFA and Ambulance 
Victoria that will see CFA bri-
gades and Ambulance Victoria 
dispatched simultaneously to 
cardiac arrests. 

By mid-2026 50 CFA bri-
gades will be undertaking the 
program, including Horsham, 
Orbost, Lakes Entrance, Hunt-
ly, Yarrawonga, Beechworth, 
Kerang, Echuca, Swan Hill and 
many more.

Wonthaggi Brigade Captain 
Arnaud Marion said the deci-
sion to join the program was 
an easy one to make given the 
benefits it will provide the Won-
thaggi community.

“What this program means is 
that community members who 
call for an ambulance may re-
ceive both a fire truck and an 
ambulance. There is no specif-
ic order in which the services 
arrive to the incident.”

Wonthaggi has been training 
with Ambulance Victoria for 
months, in preparation for the 
program which will comple-
ment the Ambulance Victoria 
service in the local area. 

CFA Deputy Chief Officer 
Garry Cook said the program 
was a natural fit for CFA be-
cause of the 52,000 volunteers 
across the state.

“CFA has more than 1100 
volunteer fire stations with 

more than 52,000 members,” 
Garry said.

“This puts CFA in a unique 
position to complement the 
Ambulance Victoria response in 
50 locations across Victoria to 
help deliver early intervention 
to cardiac arrests.”

Ambulance Victoria Execu-
tive Director of Regional Op-
erations, Danielle North, said 
Victoria’s cardiac survival rates 
are one of the best in the world, 
thanks to high rates of early in-
tervention.

“The Fire Medical Response 
program will improve survival 
rates for people in rural and re-
gional Victoria,” Danielle said.

“Quick intervention with 
CPR and a defibrillator has the 
greatest impact on improving a 
patient’s chances of surviving a 
cardiac arrest.

The local Fire Medical Re-
sponse program will go live 
towards the end of the month 
and comes as new data shows 
an increase of Code 1 call outs 
for paramedics across the 
state. 

The data that shows more 
than 100 extra Code One cas-
es each day since April has 
prompted an urgent call from 
Ambulance Victoria for people 
to save ambulances for life-
threatening emergencies. 

There are many ways to 
get health advice and care 
outside of Triple Zero (000),  
including:
• �Victorian Virtual Emergency 

Department: 24/7 free online 
access to emergency doctors 
and nurses via vved.org.au 

• �Urgent Care Clinics: GP-led 
care for urgent but non-emer-
gency issues.

• �NURSE-ON-CALL: Free ad-
vice from a registered nurse 
24/7: 1300 606 024

• �A local GP or pharmacist.
If you or someone you’re with 
is experiencing a life-threaten-
ing emergency, call Triple Zero 
(000) immediately.

MANAGER, Fish Creek Hardware, Brad 
Anderson, is deeply concerned that the 
current design modelling undertaken by 
the South Gippsland Shire Council for 
the Fish Creek Streetscape does not ad-
equately account for the safe manoeuvring 
of delivery semi-trailers accessing the rear 
of the Fish Creek Hardware store.

Brad has proposed changes to the coun-
cil in the past, providing and is continu-
ing to raise the situation that is dire to the 
operation of the local business, concerned 
that the Council are not taking local busi-
nesses into account on this project. 

“Should the intersection be altered in 
line with the proposed plans, our ability to 
receive essential deliveries of long goods, 
which include timber, fencing, plumb-
ing, and roofing supplies, will be compro-
mised,” said Brad. “These deliveries rely 
on a turning movement that has safely 
and successfully operated for many years, 
made possible by the existing, wider inter-
section layout.

“Based on our own modelling, using the 
Austroads-approved template, a prime 
mover with a long semi-trailer cannot safe-
ly turn left into Falls Road from Ryan Street 
without crossing into oncoming traffic and 
significantly mounting the nature strip. 
This represents a clear safety concern and 
poses a serious operational limitation.” 

Combined with the already proposed lim-
ited parking in front of the hardware store 
and in the wider township, this alteration 
risks impacting the long-term viability of 
the business.

Brad proposed to the South Gippsland 
Shire Council that he strongly urges recon-
sideration of the proposed changes. 

“Our preferred option for the Ryan Street 
intersection is to retain the existing bitu-
men and kerbing/guttering in situ, with 
line-marking to improve safety and traffic 
guidance, rather than removing otherwise 
sufficient and costly infrastructure.

“Our suppliers have already indicated 
they will be unable to continue delivering to 
us if the junction is modified as proposed.”

Fish Creek Streetscape 
sparks safety concernsWonthaggi equipped with a new 

set of medical first responders

Local paramedics joined five of the 18 CFA FMR responders from Wonthaggi Fire Brigade 
ahead of the FMR rollout in the area at the end of the month. From left, Tristan Parker, 
Jamie Moresco, Bass Coast MICA senior team manager Duncan Rooney, captain Arnaud 
Marion, Ian Parker and Claire Mills, front, Kirsty Woods and Jaci Nation. C09_2825
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COUNCIL MEETINGS

The next Council Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 16 July 2025 at 2.00pm.

Details will be available on Council’s 
website: 
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
councilmeetings
To watch the meeting live or when it suits 
you, visit:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/live

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Looking for a new job? We might have the 
perfect position for you! Check out our 
current vacant positions here:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
vacantpositions

South Gippsland Shire Council News

YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID

South Gippsland Live4Life and Mental 
Health First Aid Australia are bringing 
Youth Mental Health First Aid courses to 
South Gippsland.

Youth Mental Health First Aid is 
designed to equip adults who teach, 
care for, or support young people, with 
the knowledge, skills and confidence 
to recognise and respond to a young 
person experiencing a mental health 
problem or crisis.

For opportunities to obtain a New 
Certificate or refresh your current 
Certificate of Accreditation, please visit:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/YMHFA

KORUMBURRA SKATE PARK

Council is seeking feedback on plans for 
the new skate park that will be delivered as 
part of the Korumburra Railway Precinct 
Project. The skate park is aimed at 
beginners and intermediate skaters and will 
be located near the new BBQ shelter and 
toilet block.

Provide your feedback through an online 
survey. For more information or to have 
your say, visit:
yoursay.southgippsland.vic.gov.au

CONTACT US

9 Smith Street, Leongatha 
15 Little Commercial Street, Korumburra
03 5662 9200
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au

Hard Waste Collection Bookings - Now Open
Bookings for Council’s Hard Waste 
Collection service are now open 
until 31 August.

The service provides residents with 
a convenient way to dispose of 
hard rubbish at home, particularly if 
they are unable to attend a transfer 
station themselves.

All South Gippsland residential 
properties are eligible to receive 
one collection at a fee of $162 per 
property. A reduced rate of $58 
applies for pension card holders.

Commercial and industrial 
properties are not eligible for a hard 
waste service.

The hard waste collection in South 

Gippsland is a ‘user pays’ service, 
which is a fairer system, meaning 
that only those using the service 
pay for it.

Bookings for the hard waste 
collection service can be made 
during July and August. The 
collections themselves take place 
during October and November.

A maximum of two cubic metres 
of waste can be placed out for 
collection and all waste should 
be located within the property 
boundary.

For further information or to make 
a booking, please visit:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
hardwaste

South Gippsland Shire Council has 
proposed to commence statutory 
procedures to sell part of the land known 
as Part 71 MacDonald Street, Leongatha, to 
the adjoining landowner for consolidation.
Members of the public are invited to make 
a submission regarding the proposed sale 
of land.
For more information or to have your say, 
please visit:
yoursay.southgippsland.vic.gov.au

Proposed Sale of Land:
Part 71 MacDonald Street
Leongatha
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It’s been a busy week! There were nu-
merous great events run in recognition of 
NAIDOC Week in our region. This year, we 
celebrate 50 years of honouring the culture, 
creativity and resilience of First Nations peo-
ple throughout Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Island communities and I’d like to thank all 
those that took the time to run and attend 
any of the events that acknowledged this sig-
nificant milestone. 

Bendigo Bank
Last week, Councillors Nathan Hersey and 

John Kennedy, Director Strategy & Partner-
ships Christian Stefani, and I attended a 
meeting with representatives from the Ben-
digo Bank, following a letter expressing our 
disappointment regarding the closure of the 
Korumburra branch. Although this branch is 
the latest to announce its intention to exit our 
region, it is not the only one, as many of the 
big four bank branches departed our region 
long before. Face-to-face banking remains es-
sential in regional areas, and I believe it is 
necessary for all banks to reconsider their 
customer service obligations to our commu-
nities.

Korumburra Tennis Club Pavillion
 Council has been successful in receiving a 

$1 million grant from the Victorian Govern-
ment to redevelop the Korumburra Tennis 
Club Pavillion. This upgrade will ease some 
of the accessibility challenges of the two-
storey building and provide updated heat-
ing, cooling, additional lighting, and female 
friendly bathroom facilities.

Heritage Precincts
Council has also received funding for heri-

tage assessments. With $50,000 allocated 
from Council, the Victorian Government has 
doubled this with a $100,000 grant. This 
project will address our key Council Plan ini-
tiative ‘Developing a Sustainable Future’, tar-
geting the preservation of South Gippsland 
township heritage and identity.

Live4Life and Youth 
Mental Health First Aid

Councillors recently had the pleasure of 
being briefed by two young representatives 
from the South Gippsland Live4Life pro-
gram. We were all very impressed with how 
well the pair presented, and inspired to see 
the young people in our community want to 
be so involved in removing mental health stig-
ma. South Gippsland’s Live4Life program 
is teaming up with Mental Health First Aid 
Australia to offer Youth Mental Health First 
Aid courses. These courses are designed 
to equip adults with the skills to recognise 
and respond to a young person experiencing 
a mental health problem or crisis. Visit the 
link to find out more or book into a session: 
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/YMHFA

Seniors Festival
The Victorian Seniors Festival is a month-

long festival held each October to celebrate 
seniors. Council is keen to hear from local 
community groups and organisations that 
may be interested in running an activity or 
‘Come and Try Day’ to support the festival.

Hosting an event allows you to showcase 
your group, increase interest in your activi-
ties, attract new members, or even new vol-
unteers. For more information, reach out 
to our Community Development team at 
council@southgippsland.vic.gov.au

Finally, I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks to all community members for sup-
porting each other during the difficult trial 
that has affected so many. I’d also like to 
thank those that have also reached out to 
me personally following my recent state-
ment. It was a busy week that included far 
more media coverage than I am used to.

For the sake of the families directly im-
pacted, I hope that media attention in our 
area will now subside. My thoughts remain 
with them.

Mayor’s 
Message 

Cr John
Schelling

Mayor’s 
Message 

THE redevelopment of 
the Korumburra Railway 
Precinct hit a snag recently 
when a section of the roof 
caved in above the pedes-
trian tunnel, with a heavy 
vehicle bogged atop.

The South Gippsland 
Shire Council issued a 
notice of the closure of 
the tunnel which runs be-
tween Commercial Street 
and Station Street Korum-
burra, on Friday, July 4.

Local man Evan Enbom 
and his girlfriend were 
walking their dog on the 
morning of the incident.

“We were about to enter 
the tunnel from the Sta-
tion Street side when I 
noticed the truck bogged 
above the tunnel. I said 
to Laurel, ‘Gee I wouldn’t 
be surprised if he has 
punched through into the 
tunnel’,” explained Evan, 
who based his estimation 
on where the truck was 
stuck and the angle the 
cab was on, in relation to 
the tunnel below.

“We then walked in the 
tunnel and lo and behold, 
the ceiling was collapsed 
in. We then walked out of 
the tunnel and went to see 
the driver to let him know. 
He had no idea it had hap-
pened and thanked us for 
letting him know.”

The driver subsequently 
let the council know who 
then closed the tunnel.

“Council has engaged a 
structural engineer who 
will inspect the tunnel 
next week to determine 

the extent of the damage,” 
stated South Gippsland 
Shire Council CEO, Alli-
son Jones.

“Following the inspec-
tion, the engineer will pro-
vide recommendations for 
next steps, and a repair 
timeline will be devel-
oped.”

Current works at the 
railway precinct will pro-
vide additional public 
open space, with a new 

toilet block and shelter, 
upgrade of pedestrian con-
nections a new skatepark, 
and future works are to 
include a sports court, a 
new playground and land-
scaping.

Council has stated that 
the tunnel will remain 
closed until repairs are 
made. 

“I hope it gets fixed soon 
as we use the tunnel of-
ten,” said Evan.

Korumburra pedestrian tunnel 
closed after roof collapse

WITH few objections received to 
the proposed names for two new 
Poowong roads, councillors appear 
set to vote in favour of adopting 
Beckett Street and Horsley Street, 
the roads to be created as part of 
the approved plans under a plan-
ning permit for 14 Brisbane Street, 
Poowong.

Just four submissions were re-
ceived, with only one in support 
of the name Beckett Street and an 
even split in relation to whether 
Horsley Street should be adopted.

With so few submissions made 
and none of the opposing ones cit-
ing issues with compliance under 
Geographic Names Victoria’s nam-
ing rules, council officers recom-
mended councillors support the 
names originally proposed.

“Submissions that did not sup-
port either proposed name, Beckett 
or Horsley, provided written feed-
back suggesting alternative nam-
ing such as indigenous, flora and 
fauna or commemoration of other 
people,” council stated.

Just one of the four submissions 
expressed the view that Beckett 
Street is too similar to the exist-
ing A’Beckett Street in Leongatha 
and should therefore be considered 
a duplicate name, the other three 
submitters happy the difference is 
sufficient. 

As previously reported, Beckett 
Street is named after Daniel Beck-
ett, a resident of Poowong when it 
was first surveyed in 1878, being 
first selector of original crown al-
lotment for the land in question at 
14 Brisbane Street.

Horsley Street pays homage to the 
Horsley family who ran Poowong’s 
first Post Office, which opened in 
1883, particularly Susan Horsley 
who oversaw the Post Office until 
1890.

Beckett and Horsley 
Street names likely 

for Poowong

THE ongoing operation of the 
Yanakie Automatic Weather Sta-
tion (AWS) is still up in the air, 
with councillors at this Wednes-
day’s council meeting voting on a 
recommendation to support South 
Gippsland Shire Council’s contin-
ued advocacy for external funding 
for that purpose.

The recommendation comes in re-
sponse to council receiving a petition 
at its May public meeting from the 
Yanakie Progress Association in sup-
port of the AWS remaining in service.

With the AWS having begun opera-
tion in February 2013, the mainte-
nance agreement and the lease for 
the land on which it is located have 
expired, with new arrangements 
needing to be made for the service 
to continue.

Council states the maintenance 
costs required to keep the AWS run-
ning are estimated at $30,000 per 
year, with no council budget allo-
cated for this purpose, also noting 
the AWS equipment needs upgrad-
ing, possibly in the next three years, 
putting the cost of that between 
$10,000 and $20,000. 

“Council acknowledges the im-
portance to the community of the 
Yanakie AWS and the benefits it pro-
vides and has been seeking alterna-
tive funding arrangements,” the July 
council meeting agenda notes.

Council’s pursuit of funding has 
included discussions with the Bu-
reau of Meteorology, advocacy to the 
Australian and Victorian Govern-
ments and speaking with the Victo-
rian Rural Services Commissioner, 
as well as with potential non-govern-
ment funders such as philanthropic 
groups and businesses.

Yanakie Automatic 
Weather Station 

battle set to continue

The pedestrian tunnel in Korumburra is closed 
after the roof caved in.

A bogged truck may have led to the collapse of the 
roof tunnel. 

Charlotte, Rhiannon (Parents and Friends Committee), Hannah, Amity, Nicole 
(BSF), Finn, and Gus at St Laurence O’Toole Primary School. 

THE CRT Primary 
Schools Program re-
cently awarded three 
South Gippsland Primary 
Schools with vital funding 
to lend a helping hand to 
regional Primary Schools 
Parent and Friends Asso-
ciations. 

This year, Meeniyan Pri-
mary School, Fish Creek 
& District Primary School 
and St Laurence O’Toole 
Primary School were each 
presented with a cheque 
for $2,000. 

Nicole Whiteside of 
Browns Stockfeed in 

Leongatha, an indepen-
dent store to CRT, present-
ed each school with their 
cheque and said she was 
proud that of nine schools 
chosen in Victoria, three 
were successful in South 
Gippsland. 

“Once again, congratu-
lations to the schools for 
putting forward a great 
application to CRT,” said 
Nicole. 

Meeniyan Primary 
School expressed their 
appreciation of the gen-
erous gift of $2000, stat-
ing that this money will 

be put toward the instal-
lation of a retaining wall 
built around a new climb-
ing playground, as schools 
only receive minimal fund-
ing to put toward facility 
upgrades, and they often 
rely on donations to keep 
the school engaging for 
students. 

Fish Creek & District 
Primary School will be 
allocating their funding 
to outdoor seating and 
tables. The funding is in-
tended for projects that 
are deemed a requirement 
for the school. 

CRT Primary Schools Program funding awarded to 
three South Gippsland Parent and Friends Associations
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WP-IGEN2500

IGen 2500 Inverter Generator 
Max 2500W, 2200W Continuous

SALE PRICE

$1199

www.ace-industrial.com.au

SALE PRICE

$199

SALE PRICE

$329

CF2000

HIH2000

Electric Radiant Heater HalogenElectric Radiant Heater Halogen
 2000w 240v 6-12(m2) Heating  2000w 240v 6-12(m2) Heating 

AreaArea

G70 Drag Chain Kit

GDCK8   8mm x 5m   $60
GDCK10 10mm x 5m  $80
GDCK8   8mm x 5m   8mm x 5m   8mm x 5m $60

• Bearings  • Power Transmission  • Fasteners  • Industrial Supplies
     WARRAGUL

13 Endeavour Street - Phone: 03 5623 4444
LEONGATHA

38 Yarragon Road - Phone: 03 5662 3100
BAIRNSDALE

521-523 Main Street - Phone: 03 5153 1275

CP143-1

Weldmatic 250

250 A Single Phase 
MIG, Stick & TIG 

Welder

• 240V 15A Plug
• Steel, Stainless Steel, 

Aluminium
• 5kg & 15kg Rolls
• Suits Gas Shielded & 

Gasless Flux Cored 
Wires

Valid 1st May - 30th June 2025
Redeem online at welding.com.au

SALE PRICE

$1890

BONUS WIA Tool Bag

A portable and compact welder 
featuring LCD digital interface with 

pre-set modes for easy set up                                                  

Welding & Cutting Gas
• Acetylene
• Oxygen
• Argon
• Argon Mix
• Nitrogen
Available Cylinder
• D
• E
• G

K10061

EDC Tool Kit 7 pc

 Everyday carry kit with 
essential tools

Knife, multi-tool, torch, 
USB charging cable, 
marker and notepad

Heavy duty 600D 
polyester pouch

Features carry handle, 
molle webbing and hook-
and-loop attachment

SALE PRICE

$99

K7422

Wide Mouth Bag 21 Pocket 500mm

SALE PRICE

$49

HW1310P

2000psi 135 Bar 15A  Up To 130 Degrees 10L\min
With Bonus M22 Foamer, Dirt Killer Nozzle With  

500MM Lance  And Bonus 20M Hose Reel

SALE PRICE
$5995

Powershot Hot Water High Pressure Cleaner

Scan to 
learn more

Introducing 
Sutton Tools 
Modular Accessory 
Storage Solution.

Assorted Sets - Stack-In Stack Packs

S250 S16A

$29.95
Inc. GST

S250 S37A

$65.00
Inc. GST

S250 S33A

$24.95
Inc. GST

S250 S30A

$39.95
Inc. GST

S250 S40A

$55.00
Inc. GST

D501 S08B

$44.95
Inc. GST

S250 S32A

$49.95
Inc. GST

A100 N STMP

$19.95
Inc. GST

S250 S48A

$65.00
Inc. GST

A110HL045

$29.95
Inc. GST

16pc Power Bit
Contents: 

• 50mm - PH1, PH2 (x6), 
PH3, SQ2, HX5 (x2), TX20, 
TX25

•  100mm - PH2 (x2), SQ2

37pc Power Bit/ 
Insert Bit
Contents: 
• 25mm - PH1, PH2 (x6), PH3 

• 50mm - PH1, PH2 (x6), PH3, 
SQ2 (x2), TX20, TX25, HX4, 
HX5 (x2), HX6

• 100mm - PH1, PH2 (x6), PH3 
50mm Nutsetter (1/4", 5/16", 
3/8") , 60mm Magnetic 
Holder, 1/2" Socket Adaptor

33pc Insert Bit 
Contents: 
• PH1, PH2(x4), PH3, PZ1, 

PZ2, PZ3, SQ1, SQ2, SQ3, 
HX3, HX4, HX5, HX6, HS3, 
HS4, HS5, HS6, TX10, 
TX15, TX20, TX25, TX27,  
TX30, TS10, TS15, TS20, 
TS25, TS27, TS30

• 60mm Magnetic Holder

40pc Power Bit
Contents:
• 50mm - PH1 (x2), PH2 (8), 

PH3 (x2), PZ1, PZ2 (x2), PZ3, 
TX10, TX15, 
TX20, TX25 (x2), TX27, 
TX30, TX40, SQ1, SQ2 (x2), 
SQ3, HX4, HX5 (x2), HX6

• 100mm - PH1, PH2 (x2), 
PH3, SQ2 (x2), HX5 (x2)

8pc SupaBore 
Stack-In Stack 
Packs
Contents: 
• 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, 25, 

32mm

32pc Power Bit
Contents: 
• 50mm - PH1, PH2 (x6), PH3, 

PZ1, PZ2 (x2), PZ3, SQ1, 
SQ2 (x2), SQ3, 
HX4, HX5 (x2), HX6, TX15, 
TX20, TX25, TX30

• 100mm - PH1, PH2 (x2), 
PH3, SQ2 (x2), HX5 (x2)

Stack Tub

48pc Power/ 
Insert Bit
Contents:
• 25mm - TX10, TX15, TX20, 

TX25 (x2), TX27, TX30, TX40, 
TS10, TS15, TS20, TS25, 
TS30, HS4, HS5, HS6

• 50mm - PH1, PH2 (x6), PH3, 
SQ1, SQ2 (x2), SQ3, HX4, 
HX5, HX6, TX10, TX15, TX20, 
TX25 (x2), TX27, TX30, TX40

• 100mm - PH1, PH2 (x6), PH3

Tool Lanyard
• For tethering tools to work 

belts for height safety.

• Compatible 
for use with 
Stack-In, 
Stack Pack Cases.

• Capacity: 4.5 kg

Stack Studs

Robust Design

Folding Handle

Cross System 
Compatible

30pc Power Bit/ 
Insert Bit
Contents: 
• 25mm - TX15, TX20, TX25, 

TX30, TS15, TS20, TS25, 
TS30

• 50mm - PH1, PH2 (x2), PH3, 
PZ1, PZ2 (x2), PZ3, SQ1, SQ2 
(x2), 
SQ3, HX4, HX5 (x2), HX6

• 100mm - PH2 (x3), SQ2, HX5, 
60mm Magnetic Holder

SupaTorq sets a new standard for fastener driving in 
trade and industrial applications.

W2415

TRI-Cart Multi-Machine 
Welding Trolley Suits up 

to 3 Machines

SALE PRICE
$287

SR382PS SR384PS

38mm x 4.8m 2pc 38mm x 4.8m 4pc

SALE PRICE

$23
SALE PRICE

$38

Grab a Mid Year Bargain   
with Ace Industrial 

Are you a not-for-profit community group? Does your group have a project, 
program or event and need funding to get it off the ground? Consider 
applying for a community grant! The next round closes on Friday, 8 August.
Council’s Community Grants Officer is out and about talking all things grants:

Community Grant drop-ins – come and chat
• Wednesday, 16 July: Wonthaggi Library – 1.30pm - 4.30pm

• Friday, 18 July: Inverloch Community Hub – 9.00am - 5.00pm

• Monday, 21 July: Phillip Island Visitor Information Centre – 10.00am - 4.00pm

• Wednesday, 23 July: Berninneit, Cowes – 9.30am to 4.00pm

• Friday, 25 July: Bass Valley Community Centre – 10.00am to 3.30pm

Grant Writing Workshop – how to navigate SmartyGrants
• In person: Monday, 21 July - Phillip Island Visitor Information Centre – 

4.30pm to 6.00pm. Afternoon tea provided. 
Bookings required: www.trybooking.com/DDKCN

• Online: Wednesday, 23 July - 6.30pm to 8.00pm. 
Bookings required: www.trybooking.com/DDKCT

If you have any questions please contact our Community Grants Officer on 
1300 BCOAST (226 278) or (03) 5671 2211.

Community Grants

THE impending closure 
of the Bendigo Bank in Ko-
rumburra on August 29, has 
seen local groups, council-
lors and MPs working to-
gether in an effort to keep a 
bank open in the town.

Members of the Korum-
burra Round Table and the 
Korumburra Community 
Development Association 
Inc. have joined forces to 
form the Korumburra Save 
Our Bank working group 
(KSOBWG). As part of their 
campaign, the KSOBWG met 
with Bendigo Bank person-
nel, Tim Rodda, head of re-
tail banking, and the senior 
manager of national opera-
tions Mark Brown, last week.  

“A few ideas are on the 
table that they are having a 
closer look at. We are work-
ing tirelessly to get the best 
outcome for the commu-
nity. Korumburra does not 
deserve to be left without a 
bank,” said Noelene Cosson.

“In the meantime, Bendigo 
Bank have agreed to waive 
deposit and withdrawal fees 
made via Bank@Post for 12 
months.” 

South Gippsland Shire 
Councillors, John Schelling, 
Nathan Hersey and John 
Kennedy also met with the 

Bendigo Bank representa-
tives. They discussed their 
disappointment at the deci-
sion, customer concerns, 
the future growth of Korum-
burra and advocated for the 
establishment of a Commu-
nity Bank.

“(We) pointed to some com-
munity concern that perhaps 
the service at the site hadn’t 
been up to the expected stan-
dard over the past few years, 
which could be an indicator 
as to why the use of the site 
has actually dropped off,” ex-
plained Cr Hersey. “We also 
talked about the planned 
expansion for both indus-
trial growth and residen-
tial growth in Korumburra, 
pointing to the fact that there 
will be a future need for a 
bank of some sort in the 
town, which was received, I 
think, better than expected. 
We pushed for strong con-
sideration of a Community 
Bank branch from the Ben-
digo Bank to be established 
in Korumburra.”

A Community Bank has not 
been definitively ruled out by 
the bank officials, offering 
hope to the community. 

“We would be seeking 
the support of the Bendigo 
Bank to at least provide an  

opportunity to have a mean-
ingful conversation with 
both the community and 
perhaps other community 
bank branches in the region 
as to how that may be estab-
lished,” said Cr Hersey. 

In this light, Mayor 
Schelling has written to the 
Bendigo Bank requesting a 
round table meeting to be 
convened, and that Milpara 
House be used as a site for 
people who need practical 
banking support, if the clo-
sure goes ahead. 

Mary Aldred MP, Federal 
Member for Monash, is sup-
portive of the campaign and 
also met with the Bendigo 
Bank personnel, putting for-
ward the option for Korum-
burra to join with other Com-
munity Banks and continue 
operating as a branch as part 
of an existing network.

“They have taken on 
board the suggestions that 
I’ve made on behalf of lo-
cal residents and particu-
larly around the community 
banking concept. They’re go-
ing to come back to me once 
they’ve been able to fully con-
sider the option and what 
that might involve,” said Ms 
Aldred, who will also raise 
the issue at Parliament.

Efforts underway to keep 
a bank in Korumburra

Kate Murphy (member of Korumburra Round Table), Noelene Cosson (president 
of Korumburra Community Development Association and member of Korumburra 
Round Table) and Terry Waycott (chairperson of Korumburra Round Table) are 
working to save the last remaining bank in Korumburra. A100_2825
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Potential Stamp Duty Savings

burgessrawson.com.au

Leongatha VIC
Corner McCartin & Peart Streets

+ Long term tenants on 3 - 5 year leases + options
+ Mixed CPI & fixed rent reviews
+ Mostly Net leases - tenants paying outgoings
+ Modern 3,059sqm* two level complex including 

K hub, 7 shops plus first floor office
+ Combined 3,794sqm* freehold site, 34 on-site car 

spaces & 200 metres* triple street frontage
+ Long proven tenancy mix comprising national 

retailer (K hub), food offering, government linked 
tenants plus dry-cleaning in occupation circa 40 yrs

+ Amongst ALDI, Woolworths, IGA, banks etc
+ Significant taxation depreciation
+ Leongatha: busy retail and commercial capital of 

South Gippsland Council, major dairy region and 
educational epicentre, only 78km* from metro 
Melbourne, trade catchment 15,000+

+ Net Income: $440,000 pa* + GST

Prime 3,794sqm* CBD Corner Freehold
High Yield Anticipated Circa 9%

For Sale by Expressions of Interest
Closing Thursday 14 August 2025

Raoul Holderhead 
0413 860 304

Beau Coulter 
0413 839 898

Andrew Newton 
0402 940 320

Emily Hillberg 
0422 622 299

*Approx
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Better and safer 
access planned for 

Walkerville foreshore
THE Walkerville Foreshore Com-

mittee of Management have received 
a $150,000 grant to create safer 
pathways and accessible beach entry 
for locals and visitors alike.

This funding will allow the commit-
tee to address key recommendations 
from the committee’s audit, ‘Identi-
fying access issues and risk within 
the Walkerville Foreshore Reserve’, 
which seeks to increase access and 
facilities for all visitors to the area.

The funding was recently an-
nounced as part of the $1.4 mil-
lion Coastal Public Access and Risk 
Grants Program.

“These grants are key to ensur-
ing Victorians can safely access our 
beautiful coastline and continue to 
enjoy our cherished beaches that we 
have on offer,” said Member for Bass 
Jordan Crugnale. 

The 2024-25 program will deliver 
grants up to $150,000 each to 17 re-
cipients that support initiatives to re-
duce coastal risk and improve beach 
access.

Continued investment programs 
such as this one, into coastal Crown 
land management, seek to make it 
safer and easier for locals and tour-
ists to access Victoria’s beautiful 
coastlines. 

Projects are being delivered by 
coastal Crown land managers, in-
cluding volunteer committees of 
management and local governments.

Other grant recipients will use 
funds for access track, stair and 
ramp replacements, handrail up-
grades, signage audits and upgrades 
and beach access feasibility studies.

Since 2015, the Coastal Public Ac-
cess and Risk grants program has 
delivered around $8.6 million in 
funding to coastal Crown land man-
agers.

THE future of the partially col-
lapsed Kilcunda viaduct bridge 
hangs in the balance with Bass 
Coast Shire Council to vote this 
week on whether it should be 
demolished.

When Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil took control of the bridge 
after the closure of the Nyora-
Wonthaggi rail line in 1978 the 
bridge had been neglected for 
almost 30 years.

The viaduct bridge is cur-
rently fenced off due to public 
safety concerns and the risk of 
further collapse, however, local 
residents have urged Council to 
preserve the bridge.

An important part of Kilcun-
da’s history, Bass Coast Shire 
Council engaged a local con-
tractor to explore possible op-
tions for the bridge including 
preserving viable sections of 
the structure and removing or 
replacing parts that had failed.

Council will this week vote to 
authorise its demolition.

A report by the Heritage Coun-
cil of Victoria found many of the 
structures on the Nyora-Wont-
haggi rail corridor had been ne-
glected and were unsafe.

The current rail trail path 
alignment was chosen to avoid 
using the viaduct bridge.

Many other railway bridges 
including the iconic, heritage-
listed Bourne Creek Trestle 
Bridge were refurbished and 
put into service to support the 
new rail trail.

Since acquiring the viaduct 
bridge in 1994 council officers 

have monitored it regularly to 
ensure the safety of the public 
walking under and around the 
structure.

An engineering report in 2021 
identified the bridge as being 
in extremely poor condition 
requiring safety fencing and a 
mesh ceiling to ensure public 
safety.

A routine inspection of the 
bridge in 2024 identified sig-
nificant instability, the bridge’s 
northernmost span had col-
lapsed, and the southernmost 
span was at risk of collapse.

To manage the risk of further 
collapse council officers in-
stalled a temporary ring-fence in 
August 2024 to completely iso-
late the bridge from the public.

A number of possible manage-
ment options were considered 
with the complete demolition of 
the bridge considered the most 
cost-effective and safest option.

To ensure its ongoing survival 

the local Kilcunda community 
wants the bridge restored.

A public change.org petition 
has urged Council to preserve 
the bridge and restore the sur-
rounding vegetation however the 
bridge lacks heritage protection. 
The cost of establishing heritage 
protection in the local planning 
scheme is estimated at between 
$27,000 and $85,000, and 
would not require the structure 
to be restored.

Three feasible options remain 
open to Council including de-
molishing, dismantling and re-
moving the structure, retaining 
the structure without repairs 
and installing a security perim-
eter fence with landscaping to 
maintain public safety, or re-
storing, designing and building 
a replica structure. Each option 
has been identified as having its 
own inherent risks.

Demolition is said to involve 
a reputational risk, perimeter 

fencing has a public safety risk 
to be managed through ongoing 
monitoring and maintenance, 
and a replica bridge may be fi-
nancially unsustainable.

A future recreation space has 
been suggested for the site once 
the bridge is demolished, or an 
artistic or historic recognition 
installation possibly reusing re-
claimed materials.

Local historical interpretive 
signage has been suggested to 
celebrate the bridge once it has 
been demolished, with an op-
portunity for the community to 
provide feedback.

The cost of demolishing the 
bridge has been estimated at 
$32,000, fencing $27,000 plus 
ongoing inspections and main-
tenance, and restoration could 
cost from $800,000 to $2 mil-
lion.

A former member of the Rail 
Trail Committee claimed that 
when the rail trail was planned 
at Kilcunda it was intended that 
the viaduct bridge would be a 
historic feature.

“Our heritage gets completely 
neglected until it falls down like 
the western brace of the coal 
mine, drives me mad,” said an-
other.

“I personally love driving into 
Killy and seeing that landmark.

“Can’t imagine it not being 
there.

“Surely this is an important 
historical marker well deserving 
of being preserved for genera-
tions to come.”

Go to engage.basscoast.vic.
gov.au/kilibridge for more infor-
mation.

Kilcunda viaduct demolition comes 
down to crucial Council decision

By Bruce Wardley

The Kilcunda viaduct rail trail bridge built around 1911 has 
been out of service for more than 50 years and is now at risk 
of collapse. 
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All information sessions are open to current BCC students and
any prospective new students for the 2026 school year

THE UNION THEATRE - WONTHAGGI
(ARTS CENTRE - GRAHAM ST.)

FOCUS: YEAR 11 & 12 @ BCC
VCE & VCE-VM (VOCATIONAL MAJOR)
SUBJECT SELECTION PROCESS

S E N I O R P A T H W A Y S
I N F O R M A T I O N S E S S I O N S

F O R M O R E I N F O P L E A S E V I S I T : w w w . b a s s c o a s t . v i c . e d u . a u

Pa r en t s , C a r e r s and S t uden t s a r e i n v i t e d t o
a t t e nd one o f ou r i n f o rma t i o n s e s s i o n s t o l e a r n
mo r e abou t S en i o r Pa t hway s op t i o n s a va i l a b l e t o

s t ud en t s a t Ba s s Coa s t Co l l e g e ( BCC )

FOCUS : YEAR 10 @ BCC
SENIOR CAMPUS - SCHOOL TOURS
YEAR 10 ELECTIVE PROGRAM

F O R C U R R E N T Y E A R 9 S T U D E N T S

TUE 29 or WED 30 JULYth th

WONTHAGGI (SNR) CAMPUS
(McKENZIE ST. - SCHOOL LIBRARY)

F O R C U R R E N T Y E A R 1 0 S T U D E N T S

DOORS OPEN
@ 5.45pm

6.30pm
START

CAMPUS TOURS
@ 5.30pm

6.30pm
START

Paws & Ponies in Leongatha is the largest, independent
pet, equine and poultry supplies store in the South
Gippsland region.

With brands including Royal Canin, Black Hawk,
Lifewise, Big Dog, Prime100, Ziwi Peak, Hygain,
Johnsons, Prydes and much, much more we’re sure to
have something for your best friend.

Open 7 days

pawsandponies.com.au | 0413 869 437
56 Bair Street, Leongatha

Free delivery across South Gippsland. min
$50 spend applies

VISIT US TODAY
• Shop online or in store

• Click and Collect available
• Paws+ loyalty rewards program

• Locally owned and operated

LOCAL not-for-profit groups are en-
couraged not to miss out on a chance 
for funding for their valuable initia-
tives through South Gippsland Shire 
Council’s Community Grants Pro-
gram, for which Round 1 applications 
are open until August 31.

The program offers grants of up to 
$10,000, which could be for equip-
ment purchases, project development 
or festivals and events, anything to 
help enhance the work done by com-
munity groups that benefits the broad-
er South Gippsland community.

“Our community groups are the 
beating heart of South Gippsland, of-
ten providing services and programs 
that support the wider community,” 
Mayor John Schelling said, adding 
he is delighted that council can play a 
part in providing financial support for 
such groups.

Grants are available in the following 
categories:

Minor Projects and Equipment (up 
to $5000), Major Projects and Equip-
ment (up to $10,000), Festival and 
Events (up to $10,000) and Plan-
ning and Development Reports (up to 
$10,000).

Council awarded a total of $218,287 
worth of funding to 39 community 
organisations through the 2024/2025 
Community Grants Program.

Applicants are encouraged to read 
the Community Grant Guidelines 
2025/26 and to contact the grants 
team before applying. 

To read these guidelines and make 
your grant application, please visit 
southgippsland.vic.gov.au/grants Grant 
applications close midnight August 31.

If you have any questions or need 
help applying, please contact the 
grants team on 5662 9200 or grants@
southgippsland.vic.gov.au.

Community groups 
urged not to miss 
grant opportunity

LEONGATHA’S Paws & Po-
nies, originally the Tiny Gar-
dener, is very much a local 
business, its friendly staff keen 
to help people meet their pet 
and equine needs, with an em-
phasis on sourcing Australian 
products where possible.

The large store has a great se-
lection available, but its friendly 
staff are happy to get in other 
products customers want.

“Special orders are something 
we pride ourselves on,” Da-
vid Humphreys who runs the 
business with partner Suzanne 
Jones said, explaining that the 
evolution of the store since 
opening almost a year ago has 
been customer-driven.

He’s proud Paws & Ponies has 
recently been named a finalist in 
the Gippsland Business Awards, 
in the new business category.

David takes a keen interest in 
all the products the business 
stocks or gets in, learning what 
they are and what they do, with 
staff trained to ensure they are 
confident and knowledgeable in 
assisting customers.

Often, dog owners find them-
selves towed into the shop by 
excited canines who have de-
tected the ‘scrumptious’ aro-
mas of the ‘dog treat bar’ con-
taining a delightful array of 
oven-dried snacks, most of 
which are sourced from a Tr-
aralgon butcher.

Taffy the miniature Dachs-
hund arrived during this 
scribe’s visit to Paws & Ponies, 
giving her glowing endorsement 
of the treat bar as she chomped 
down a dried sardine handed to 
her by David.

It was her first visit to the 
store but she’ll be working on 

her owners to ensure there’ll be 
many more.

There’s plenty of choice in 
terms of dry food, includ-
ing popular premium quality 
brands such as Royal Canin, 
Black Hawk, and LifeWise, the 
latter originally stocked due to 
a customer request, and prov-
ing a hit.

Pet meat is sourced from 
Gippsland Game Meats in Ko-
rumburra.

As well as food, there are 
dog toys, grooming items and 
healthcare products, Taffy de-
parting with a seaweed food ad-
ditive to clean her teeth.

“On the equine side, we’ve got 
everything from food to supple-
ments, rider wear, tack and sta-
ble products,” David said.

Although saddles aren’t 

stocked, it is possible to get 
them in if they come from one 
of the business’s suppliers.

While the store’s name high-
lights its selection of dog, cat 
and horse feed and equipment, 
other animals are catered for, 
including reptiles, rabbits, 
guinea pigs and birds.

The reptile area includes live 
insects such as crickets and 
mealworms for various rep-
tiles, with a succulent selection 
of frozen chooks, rats and mice 
for snakes.

Products for poultry care are 
also popular, including feed-
ers, watering systems, and heat 
globes for raising chicks.

The shop’s former Tiny Gar-
dener identity sprang from its 
origins as a pop-up plant and 
gift shop in Meeniyan that led to 

the establishment of a Mirboo 
North business of that name, 
the decision made this year to 
close that store and focus on 
Leongatha.

With the range of pet and 
pony supplies continuing to 
build, the Paws & Ponies name 
came to David while out walk-
ing his dogs along the rail trail, 
better reflecting what the busi-
ness now does.

Along with all the animal 
needs that Paws & Ponies caters 
to, its range of ‘Cat’ workwear is 
proving popular with tradies.

Paws & Ponies offers the con-
venience of seven-day-a-week 
trading and an online store, and 
does its own deliveries around 
South Gippsland, also offering 
a loyalty program to help re-
duce costs for customers.

Paws & Ponies always ready to help

Kristy Barry and Elispeth McInnes show off items including a halter and matching lead 
rope, a canvas rug and a hay bag. A16_2825
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Farmers of 
Gippsland, 
Help Is Available

If you’re feeling overwhelmed, need support for your mental health, 
or are concerned about someone you care about 
— help is just a phone call away.

You can access a range of free, local support services, including:
• Counselling and psychological support
• Alcohol and other drug carer support
• Suicide bereavement counselling
• Mental health nursing

Take the first step. Call the Medicare 
Mental Health phone service today.

Call 1800 595 212 
between 8:30 am and 5:00 pm weekdays 
(excluding public holidays)

You’ll speak with trained mental health 
professionals and peer support workers who will 
take the time to listen and connect you with the 
right support for your needs and goals — here in 
Gippsland.

Free. Confidential. No appointment or referral needed.
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The latest from 
Friends of  

Agnes Falls
HAVE you been to the Agnes Falls 

lately? If so, you will have seen the 
new entrance to the reserve fol-
lowing the removal of the steps be-
tween the car park and the picnic 
grounds. Part of the area has been 
newly landscaped by the staff of 
Parks Victoria Foster, and another 
area near the toilet block has been 
cordoned off temporarily.

Following some recent good 
rains, the Agnes Falls themselves 
are looking fabulous!

The Friends group has been 
somewhat quiet lately but will be 
holding a General Meeting at the 
Exchange Hotel, Foster on Thurs-
day, July 24, commencing at ap-
proximately 7.15pm. All interest-
ed persons are most welcome to 
attend to help decide future activi-
ties for the remainder of the year. 

Why not come earlier and join 
members for a meal from 6pm 
(optional, own expense) prior to 
the meeting. The Friends group 
hope you will be interested in join-
ing us! For catering and booking 
purposes, please RSVP to Kathy 
on 0419 344 867.

Membership Renewals are now 
due, and new members are en-
couraged to join ($10 per annum 
per financial year).

Kids Save Lives 
program offered 
to more students
AMBULANCE Victoria’s Kids 

Save Lives program has been ex-
panded, offering life-saving CPR 
skills to even more Victorian stu-
dents and all schools are encour-
aged to sign up to the life-saving 
program.

The Australian-first program 
has been developed by Ambu-
lance Victoria for teachers to de-
liver and aims to improve cardiac 
arrest survival rates by showing 
students how to do cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation (CPR) and use 
an automated external defibrilla-
tor (AED).

Last year Ambulance Victo-
ria paramedics responded to 
7545 out-of-hospital cardiac ar-
rests. While Victoria has one of the 
best cardiac arrest survival rates 
in the world, every day about 20 
Victorians suffer a cardiac arrest 
but only one in 10 people survive.

Around 80 per cent of Victorian 
cardiac arrests occur in residen-
tial settings, Ambulance Victoria 
Executive Director of Regional 
Operations Danielle North said it 
is important that both adults and 
young people know CPR and how 
to use an AED.

Victorian teachers who are in-
terested in learning more about 
the free-of-charge Kids Save 
Lives program can email  com-
munity.engagement@ambu-
lance.vic.gov.au.

Mt Baw Baw Dog 
Sled Dash returns
MT BAW Baw’s premier alpine 

event, the Dog Sled Dash, returns 
for its 10th year on Monday, Au-
gust 4 and Tuesday, August 5. 
Held at the stunning Mt Baw Baw 
Alpine Resort, the event draws 
elite mushers and dog teams 
from across Australia, including 
South Australia, ACT, New South 
Wales, and Victoria.

Competitors will race in accred-
ited two-dog, three-dog, four-dog, 
and six-dog classes, featuring 
high-energy teams of Siberian 
huskies, Alaskan malamutes and 
eurohounds.

The event is open to spectators, 
and offers up-close action like 
never before seen.

Compact garden tree work no problem for Cut 360
SERVICE excellence, efficien-

cy and safety are at the heart of 
everything Cut 360 does, as is 
the passion of owner Andrew 
Buchanan for introducing cut-
ting edge machinery tailored to 
the needs of the business and 
customers, a mini tree handling 
vehicle the latest example.

It’s ideal for operating in tight 
garden spaces, being zero turn, 
meaning it can turn on its own 
footprint, and is imported from 
Europe and custom-built for 
Cut 360.

“It’s a customised boom and 
cab package, and there’s quite a 
lot on it we had modified to suit 
trees,” Andrew said.

The versatile machine’s at-
tachments allow it to perform 
tasks such as mixing concrete 
and raking, with Cut 360 also 
having an industrial blower for 
autumn leaf cleaning duties.

Being self-propelled and reg-
istered, the vehicle can get to 
local jobs easily, Sentinel-Times 
seeing it in action at the Ko-
rumburra property of customer 
Russell Grabham, where it was 
cutting back ornamental pear 
trees that suffered storm dam-
age.

Andrew pointed out that the 
driver is safe inside his cabin, 
rather than being exposed and 
operating a chainsaw.

With the machine able to do 
all the required work in one 
pass, it reduces required labour, 
translating to greater efficiency,  

reducing the work schedule and 
enabling customers to be of-
fered better prices.

Russell was impressed with 
the mini tree handler’s efficiency 
and the safety it provides, say-
ing he wishes he had such a ma-
chine during his time as a dairy 
and beef farmer in Outtrim.

Safety was behind his decision 
to approach Cut 360, rather 
than tackling the job himself as 
he has previously.

“I’ve always trimmed with a 
pole saw, climbing a ladder but 

now I’ve been told fairly harshly 
that I’m not allowed to climb a 
ladder anymore,” Russell said, 
conceding that is probably a 
good idea.

With the machine on wheels 
instead of tracks it has low im-
pact on the properties it visits.

While this scribe thought An-
drew’s enthusiasm for his ma-
chines couldn’t be surpassed, 
his young son Quon was almost 
bursting out of his skin with 
delight, relishing the chance to 
head to work with dad during 

the school holidays.
“He tells me what’s available; 

he’s always looking on the inter-
net for something new,” Andrew 
said, the business living up to its 
motto, ‘a revolution in tree care’.

Cut 360 also has a large tree 
handler, a cutting-edge wood 
chipping machine that can pro-
duce chips suited for farming 
purposes, and various other 
equipment.

Call 1300 288 360 for more 
information or to arrange a free 
quote.

PHILLIP Island Nature Parks 
is asking the community to 
share their ideas about the long-
term future vision for the Sum-
merland Peninsula.

The Nature Parks will work 
with the Phillip Island (Milawul) 
and Bass Coast local and wider 
community and key stakehold-
ers to explore fresh, new ideas 
to shape a precinct-wide vision 
for eco-tourism and recreation-
al experiences that better inte-
grates with the conservation val-
ues of the peninsula.

The Summerland Peninsula 
is home to the world’s largest 
little penguin colony, migratory 
short-tailed shearwaters, and 
the Endangered Eastern-barred 
bandicoot, as well as welcoming 
over a million visitors annually. 
The peninsula is a special place 
for Bunurong, the local commu-
nity, and all those that visit, so it 
is critical that we all have a say 
on its future.

The Nature Parks is looking 
to harness the aspirations of 
key stakeholders to refresh the 
Summerland Peninsula Master 
Plan that was first developed in 
2012.

Phillip Island Nature Parks 
general manager for infrastruc-
ture and planning Jarvis Weston 
said several projects had been 
delivered since the initial Mas-
ter Plan was developed, includ-
ing the $6 million Penguins Plus 
viewing stand and the $58 mil-
lion Penguin Parade Visitor Cen-
tre, and the $42 million Penguin 
Parade Boardwalks and Viewing 
Stands Redevelopment is par-
tially complete.

“This is about re-setting our 
vision for the Summerland 
Peninsula for the next 20 to 30 
years and considering fresh op-
portunities for the area – oppor-
tunities that work harmoniously 
with our conservation efforts, 
habitat restoration and eco-
tourism,” Mr Weston said.

“We want to hear from locals 
and communities so we can  

collectively build on the great 
things already achieved, to en-
sure we find the right balance 
between ecotourism and pro-
tecting the significant environ-
mental and cultural values of 
the Summerland Peninsula.”

Mr Weston said the Nature 
Parks would like to explore ways 
for people to access the greater 
area without compromising 
their user experience or impact-
ing habitat and wildlife; and en-
sure the traditional Bunurong 
culture was evident to all com-
munity and visitors.

In addition, the Nature Parks 
is exploring concepts for the 
future of The Nobbies precinct, 
including progressing any pro-
posed infrastructure to a de-
tailed design stage. This is an 
exciting opportunity for the local 
community, Traditional Owners 
and key stakeholders to shape 
the way that future generations 

will experience this incredible 
coast. 

The Nobbies Centre was forced 
to close in late May due to a 
structural issue on the building. 

Given the building’s proximity 
to the ocean and exposure to the 
wild weather elements, a signifi-
cant investment is required to 
repair and re-open the building 
in its current form. 

The Nobbies Visitor Centre 
will remain closed while the Na-
ture Parks undertake this Mas-
ter Plan work over the coming 
months. This will ensure that 
further funds invested into the 
site are working towards a fu-
ture that is supported by the 
community.  

“The closure of the Nobbies 
Centre gives us an opportunity 
to explore options for the area 
with the local community, that 
are not only economically vi-
able, but will become a source 

of community pride,” Mr Weston 
said. 

“We hope this collaborative ef-
fort will encourage the Phillip 
Island (Milawul) community to 
enjoy, respect and champion the 
Summerland Peninsula and a 
future vision for generations to 
come,” he said.

You can have your say on the 
future of the Summerland Pen-
insula in the following ways:
• �Attend a consultation session 

at the Penguin Parade Visitor 
Centre from 5.30pm to 7pm 
on Tuesday, July 29 in the Ed-
ucation Rooms, RSVP to com-
munity@penguins.org.au 

• �Attend a drop-in consultation 
session at the North Pier Hotel 
from 12.30pm to 1.30pm on 
Thursday, July 31 in the up-
stairs function room 

• �Email your thoughts and ideas 
to community@penguins.org.
au

Have your say on a future vision for the Summerland Peninsula

Happy customer Russell Grabham and Quon and Andrew Buchanan of Cut 360 with the mini 
tree handler. A10_2825

Balancing visitor access with habitat protection is key and community input will help guide 
upgrades to trails and facilities like the Penguin Parade boardwalks and beyond.
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For more information visit

OUR
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY

Summerland Peninsula Master Plan
We want to hear from our local community about shared 
aspirations for the future of the Summerland Peninsula, which 
will help inform the Summerland Peninsula Master Plan.

As part of this, we will be seeking input for a reimagined 
Nobbies precinct to help guide a detailed design phase.

HAVE YOUR SAY IN THE
FOLLOWING WAYS:
� Attend a consultation session at 

the Penguin Parade Visitor Centre 
from 5.30 pm to 7.00 pm on 
Tuesday 29 July in the Education 
Rooms, RSVP to
community@penguins.org.au 

� Attend a drop-in consultation 
session at the North Pier Hotel 
from 12.30 pm to 1.30 pm on 
Thursday 31 July in the upstairs 
function room.

� Email your thoughts and ideas to
community@penguins.org.au

HAVE YOUR
SAY ON A 
FUTURE
VISION

Planning for Our Future
The Nature Parks is proud of its special role on Phillip 
Island (Milawul), where we oversee land of significant 
environmental, cultural, and community value. As 
land managers and tourism leaders, we hold a unique 
responsibility in shaping a healthy and thriving 
environment for the island’s wildlife, the community, 
and for all who visit. 

To guide our work over the coming decade, we
have established priority areas as part of our
10-Year Strategic Plan:

Priority 1  - Bigger and better natural areas

Priority 2 - Thriving wildlife

Priority 3 - Bunurong self-determination

Priority 4 - Excellence in regenerative tourism 

Priority 5 - Support a vibrant community

Priority 6 - Strong organisational foundations

Your experience and connection to Phillip Island 
(Milawul) and the Nature Parks is essential to our 
success and we invite you to share your thoughts to 
help shape our future. 

HAVE YOUR SAY:
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PHILLIP ISLAND

Swan Bay

Cape
Woolamai

ENTRY RD
How do we communicate 

significant environmental and 
cultural values to visitors?

COMMUNITY SUPPORT
How do we support
community advocacy?

VENTNOR RD
How do we manage movement to 

points of interest without impacting 
habitat, wildlife or experiences?

BUNURONG
How do we ensure Bunurong 

culture and history is evident to 
all community and visitors?

NOBBIES PRECINCT
What does a reimagined 

Nobbies precinct look like?  PENGUIN PARADE
VISITOR CENTRE
How can we activate 
by day and connect 
surrounding locations?

SOUTH COAST RD
How can the proposed 
trail network elevate 
access?

SUMMERLAND FARM
What are the opportunities to 
complement the environment

and experiences?
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Lyric Theatre would like to thank and extend 
its gratitude to our sponsors and partners 

for their ongoing support and commitment.

Conference Audio Visual
TAFE Gippsland

Caledonia Australis
ANZ Leongatha

Martin Carlson Foundation

Samantha’s Odd Jobs
Made. by Bronte

Reli Capital
Evans Petroleum

Nicks 
Hi-Tech

Lisa Pellin Dancers
Watersure 

South Gippsland 
Financial Planning

Alex Scott & Staff Venus Bay
Chenery Pty Ltd

Cowan Building and Bathrooms
Inverloch Healthcare

Burra Brewing Co.
Leongatha RSL

Sign Spec
Rapid Response Dental
Christie Nelson Realty

Jim Pickersgill & Associates

Conference Audio Visual

LEONGATHA   SECONDARY   COLLEGE

SENIOR  SCHOOL

Tuesday, 29th July, Senior Building
Students and their parents/guardians are invited to join us for 
an information evening aimed at assisting current Year 9, 10 
and 11 students with their course selections for 2026.

Join us for a night of presentations in the Senior Building 
which will outline Senior School expectations and subject 
selection advice.

At the conclusion of the presentation guests are invited to 
our Subject Expo. Here you will meet our Heads of Study who 
can answer more specific enquiries regarding subjects and 
pathways.

Representatives from local VET providers will also be in 
attendance.

Year 10          @ 6.00pm
Year 11           @ 6.45pm
Year 12           @ 7.30pm

Light supper provided

New senior
enrolments for 2026,
are invited to contact 
Senior School
Assistant Principal
Mrs Tanya Chalmers.

Enquiries to
tchalmers@leonsec.vic.edu.au
www.leonsec.vic.edu.au

Leongatha Secondary College
Nerrena Road, Leongatha
Phone 5667 2200

GLEN Forbes local Steph Slade 
will be conquering the Melbourne 
Firefighter Stair Climb this Sep-
tember.

Steph will be climbing on behalf 
of Forest Fire Management Victo-
ria’s Wonthaggi branch alongside 
Geoff Oakley.

Whilst this is a debut climb for 
Steph, Geoff has taken on the 
challenge for several years.

For the last five years, Geoff has 
climbed with a photo of his long-
term colleague and friend, the late 
Bill Slade – Steph’s father and a 
local firefighting hero.

Mr Slade lost his life fighting the 
2020 Black Summer Fires.

Steph said it’s an honour to be 
doing the Stair Climb in memory 
of her dad, who inspired her to 
join the emergency services indus-
try.

“It’s something I’ve always want-
ed to do. I was studying to be a 
ranger when dad’s accident hap-
pened,” she said.

Steph has done seasonal work 
as a project firefighter and has 
worked her way up to a full-time 
role with Forest Fire Management 
Victoria, currently based in Foster.

The Melbourne Firefighter Stair 
Climb will take place on Septem-
ber 6.

Participants will tackle the 28 
floors of the Crown Metropol, with 
all funds raised going towards 
cancer research and crisis sup-
port for first responders.

Steph will be carrying 25 ki-
lograms of weight of Forest Fire 
Management gear during her 
climb.

This will include a large chain-
saw, a backpack and other equip-
ment.

Her goal was to raise $1000 but, 

at the time of going to print, she 
had already raised $900 thanks to 
the generous support of her fam-
ily, friends and local community.

“It’s all for a really good cause. 
It’s great to be able to combine 
with other agencies to raise money 
for mental health,” Steph said.

“It means a lot to me. I’ve seen 
the ways mental health can affect 
people who work in emergency 
services.”

To make a donation to help 
Steph reach her goal, you can 
follow her journey at firefighter-
climb.org.au/climber/stephslade. 

Steph’s ready to take on 
Melbourne Stair Climb challenge

Steph Slade – alongside Geoff 
Oakley – will be completing 
the Melbourne Firefighter Stair 
Climb in memory of her father 
Bill Slade on September 6. 

A CFA research scientist and 
her team have won top hon-
ours at the inaugural Natural 
Hazards Research awards for 
their work in predictive fire 
mapping. 

The research award was pre-
sented to Dr Chloe Begg (CFA) 
and her team which is made 
up of personnel from three 
Australian universities and 
representatives from emergen-
cy management organisations 
from across the nation. 

The project, funded by Natu-
ral Hazards Research Austra-
lia, is being led by CFA and the 
Victorian Department of Edu-
cation and explores how pre-
dictive fire spread maps can 
assist the public in making de-
cisions in emergency situations 
like bushfires. 

The project was born after 
the 2019/2020 bushfire season 
when NSW and the ACT re-
leased “Red Maps” to the pub-
lic but due to the number and 
scale of fires, there was a need 
identified to show the current 
and potential impact of them. 

Dr Begg said fire spread pre-
dictions had already been used 
in Victoria, NSW, and the ACT 
but there is interest from other 
jurisdictions to use them in the 
future. 

“The project provides an op-
portunity to use research and 
collaboration between fire 
agencies to ensure that the fu-
ture use of these products is 
well considered and evidence-
based,” she said. 

Dr Chloe Begg said the team 
has conducted multiple stud-
ies with community members 
across Australia to understand 
what information Australians 
are looking for when using 
maps during an emergency. 

“Predictive fire spread maps 
are different to existing warn-
ings, such as those on plat-
forms like VicEmergency,” she 
said. 

“We are exploring how fire 
spread predictions can ex-
ist within the current warn-
ings landscape to provide even 
more information on what is 
likely to happen to give people 

more time and context to make 
decisions about their safety.” 

The research is already be-
ing used to inform fire agency 
practice. 

“At the end of last year, Emer-
gency Management Victoria 
asked us to provide guidance 
based on the research to sup-
port the creation of predictive 
fire spread maps,” Dr Begg 
said. 

“This guidance was used to 
support the creation of maps 
that were published ahead of 
severe weather conditions fore-
casted for Boxing Day.” 

The next phase of community 
research focuses on testing a 
range of different designs to 
understand how best to pres-
ent the maps with information 
that community members are 
looking for. 

The team will continue to 
work together to ensure the re-
search findings are useful and 
usable for all Australian fire 
agencies. The project is due 
to be completed by the end of 
2026. 

Top honours for CFA-led research team
CFA-led research for fire mapping can assist the public in making decisions in emergency 

situations like bushfires. 
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Barry Beach Marine Terminal: Supporti ng 
Australia’s gas supplies for nearly 60 years 
Decommissioning Project Manager, Richard Perry

For nearly 60 years, Barry Beach Marine terminal has 
played a central role in supporti ng Esso Australia’s Bass 
Strait operati ons. Since 1966, every off shore platf orm 
we’ve operated has relied on the terminal for essenti al 
logisti cs, transport, and warehousing support—and that 
legacy conti nues today, stronger than ever. 

Barry Beach Marine terminal supports the transport of 
equipment and essenti al resources, such as food and 
water, to our off shore operati ons so they can conti nue 
meeti ng the majority of south-east Australia’s gas needs, 
helping to power homes, businesses, and industries 
across the region. For over 60 years, the terminal has also 
been a cornerstone of the South Gippsland community, 
with multi ple generati ons of local families contributi ng to 
its legacy. 

As we responsibly decommission the 13 off shore faciliti es 
that are no longer producing oil and gas, Barry Beach 
Marine terminal remains at the heart of our operati ons. 
The terminal has played a criti cal role in our safe 
completi on of over $2.5 billion in early decommissioning 
works, including the permanent plug and abandonment 
of more than 200 off shore wells. We’ve already safely 
recycled and disposed over 10,000 tonnes of steel and 
concrete at Barry Beach Marine Terminal through our well 
plug and abandonment program to date. That’s around as 
much as the Eiff el tower weighs.

As we move into the next phase of decommissioning, the 
terminal will conti nue to serve as our primary marine 
base, supporti ng both ongoing gas producti on and the 

safe, environmentally responsible and effi  cient removal of 
off shore infrastructure.

Many of our off shore platf orms were originally fabricated 
at Barry Beach Marine terminal in the ‘60s, ‘70s, and ‘80s. 
So, it’s fi tti  ng that now they’ll return here for dismantling 
and recycling, aft er providing essenti al energy to 
Australians for decades.

Esso Australia is focused on ensuring all of our work 
is completed responsibly and in full compliance with 
environmental regulati ons. As always, we remain 
committ ed to engaging with our community to keep 
them informed and ensure our work aligns with local 
expectati ons.

If you have any questi ons or would like more informati on, 
please don’t hesitate to reach out via
consultati on@exxonmobil.com.

Many of our off shore platf orms were originally fabricated at Barry 
Beach Marine terminal in the ‘60s,‘70s, and ‘80s

IN A win that’s resonating right 
across South Gippsland, the Phil-
lip Island RSL has officially been 
crowned Victoria’s Best Regional 
Club Bistro-Restaurant at the 
2025 Community Clubs Victoria 
Gala Dinner and Awards Night.

The event was held at Mel-
bourne’s prestigious RACV City 
Club on Saturday, July 5.

Competing against more than 
1000 clubs statewide, the Phillip 
Island RSL stood tall for its cu-
linary excellence, local produce 
partnerships and unwavering 
commitment to community hos-
pitality – earning it top billing in 
one of the most competitive cat-
egories on the night.

General manager Chris Simp-
son said the award is a proud mo-
ment for the whole region.

“We’re more than just a venue – 
we’re part of the social heartbeat 
of Phillip Island and the greater 
Bass Coast. This award is a trib-
ute to our incredible team, our 
generous community and the cul-
ture we’ve built around warmth, 
quality and genuine service,” he 
said. 

“We’re invested in our kitchen, 
supported local producers and 
evolved our menu to reflect the 
best of our region. From relaxed 
weekdays meals to milestone cel-
ebrations, we take pride in mak-
ing every visit memorable.”

The club’s win has been largely 
credited to the leadership of se-
nior executive chef Brent Mills, 
and the passion and profession-
alism of his kitchen brigade – in-
cluding several rising apprentic-
es.

“This award is a proud moment  

for our kitchen team, and our 
community – a tribute to our col-
lective hard work, passion and 
teamwork,” chef Mills said.

“We’re incredibly privileged to 
work alongside our wonderful lo-
cal suppliers and showcase the 
richness of regional produce from 
Phillip Island and the Bass Coast. 
Every dish we serve reflects strong 
relationships – from paddock to 
plate – and the unwavering sup-
port of our members, guests and 
broader community.

“I’m both excited and motivated 
for where we’re headed. This rec-
ognition isn’t just about where we 
are today, but a glimpse into the 
vibrant future we’re building to-
gether.”

The Community Clubs Victoria 
(CCV) Gala Dinner, attended by 
more than 300 industry stake-
holders, is a highlight on the club 
calendar – celebrating contribu-
tions across entertainment, sus-
tainability, wellbeing and social 
impact.

CCV chief executive Andrew 
Lloyd praised Phillip Island RSL’s 
achievement.

“This well-deserved recognition 
highlights their leadership within 
both the industry and the broader 
community. At a time when many 
clubs face operational challenges, 
it’s more important than ever to 
celebrate those making a positive 
impact,” he said.

“With a menu rich in regional 
flavours, a strong sense of pur-
pose and a local following that 
continues to grow, the Phillip Is-
land RSL’s star is clearly on the 
rise – and all of South Gippsland 
is cheering them on.” 

Phillip Island RSL’s Senior Executive Chef Brent 
Mills and General Manager Christopher Simpson 
were thrilled to be named Victoria’s Best Regional 
Club Bistro-Restaurant at the 2025 Community Clubs 
Victoria Gala Dinner and Awards Night.

THE 2025 Latrobe Health Services 
Gippsland Business Awards have at-
tracted an incredible array of busi-
nesses from across the region with the 
judges selecting 48 finalists from the 
competitive field of entries.

The finalists will be honoured at a spe-
cial breakfast event, sponsored by Tel-
stra, on Friday, August 1 in Traralgon 
and the winners announced at a grand 
gala presentation at Federation Univer-
sity on Friday, August 29 in Churchill.

Awards committee chair, Graeme Sen-
nett, said the high standard of entries 
this year made it difficult to select the 
finalists and congratulated all entrants.

“This is the 27th year of the Gippsland 
Business Awards and we are always 
amazed at the diverse entries – busi-
nesses that are the heart of their com-
munities,” Mr Sennett said. 

“The judging process was once again 
challenging due to the high standard.

“It is important we recognise all 
those excellent entrants who did not 
make it to the finals. They embody a 
robust and expanding business com-
munity in Gippsland, and we strongly 
encourage them to participate again in 
the future.”

For further details of finalists refer 
to the Federation University Gippsland 
Business Awards website at gba.org.au.

Local 2025 Finalists
Accommodation & Tourism
• Boat Harbour Jetty B&B Port Albert
• Chapter Barn Outrim
• �Wanderer Adventures Wilsons  

Promontory
• Wattle Bank Farm Wattle Bank
Business and Professional Services
Food & Agribusiness
• Gippsland Wine Company Loch
• Hospitality & Food Service
• Sweet Life Cafe & Cakes Leongatha
• Tooradeli Toora
Manufacturing & Construction
• The Fibreglass Factory Yarram
• Microbusiness
• �Empowered Lactation Consulting 

Dalyston
• �Jessica Greaves Graphic Design  

Mirboo North
New Business
• Paws & Ponies Leongatha
Retail
• �Great Southern Ride E Bike Sales & 

Hire Meeniyan
Trade & Technical Services
• �All Done Plumbing and Drainage 

Inverloch
• Vivid Coats Leongatha
Transport & Automotive Services
• CPK McLaren MotorBody Leongatha

Competitive field 
in Gippsland 

Business Awards

Phillip Island RSL makes waves at 2025 
Community Clubs Victoria awards night

Puneet Kumar, Senior Executive Chef Brent Mills, 
Sous Chef Aravindhan Arivalagan and Davinder Singh 
from Phillip Island RSL were honoured at the recent 
2025 Community Clubs Victoria Gala Dinner and 
Awards Night.

FRIENDS of Inverloch Library are 
hosting an afternoon tea with podcast 
creator Cathie Agg on Wednesday, July 
30, at 2pm at the Inverloch Library. The 
event will cover what podcasting is all 
about, why it’s so popular and how pod-
casts are made. 

Join Cathie Agg as she shares her new 
podcast ‘Love Your Work’ series along-
side Lindsay Smith. This is a free event 
with afternoon tea provided. Book on-
line at trybooking.com/DCVJZ. 

Hear from podcast 
creator Cathie Agg 

PERIMENOPAUSE? Menopause? 
What? 

Your questions will be answered in 
an community talk on July 24 at In-
verloch Bowling Club hosted by Mag-
nolia Women’s Health’s gynecologist 
and menopause specialist Dr Carmen 
Brown. 

Gain insights and support during 
the transition or pop along to discover 
ways you can help support someone in 
your life going through menopause. 

Register at trybooking.com/events/
landing/1417039.

Understanding 
Menopause
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Birdz & Fred Leone with local 
Gunai man Fonzie performing live in 
Bass Coast. 

NAIDOC Week  
in Bass Coast

THE Union Theatre in Wonthaggi and 
Berninneit in Cowes were lit up in cel-
ebration of NAIDOC week and Satur-
day night was filled with high energy, 
especially with performances by Birdz 
& Fred Leone with local Gunai man 
Fonzie warmly opening the event with a 
heartfelt performance. The large crowd 
thoroughly enjoyed the acts and shared 
wonderful feedback, making the eve-
ning memorable for everyone. 

A SELECTION of Aboriginal and Tor-
res Strait Islander children’s books 
formed the inspiration for a NAIDOC 
Week themed puppet-making session at 
Leongatha Library, parents and children 
enjoying being part of an indoor school 
holiday activity on a bleak Tuesday after-
noon.

“The children will first have a look 
through the story books and try to find 
some characters that they want to recre-
ate in their puppets,” library programs 
officer Kate Lochlin said ahead of the 
session.

An assortment of art materials enabled 
the young participants to show creative 
flair, with fabric paint, feathers, butter-
flies and ribbons among the selection.

Sentinel-Times chatted to children and 
parents, most of whom are regulars at 
Myli Libraries’ holiday activity sessions.

“They’re great,” local Donna Caneleo 
said, having booked ahead to ensure her 
sons Luca and Nico wouldn’t miss out, 
a wise decision given Tuesday’s session 
booked out.

Leongatha brothers Darcy, Ryder and 
Blake Cholmondeley came along, enjoy-
ing arts and crafts.

Culture and fun at 
Leongatha Library

Luca and Nico Caneleo of Leongatha 
gain inspiration for Tuesday’s NAIDOC 
Week puppet-making session. A01_2825

Locals Darcy, Ryder and Blake 
Cholmondeley enjoy the NAIDOC Week 
puppet-making session at Leongatha 
Library. A02_2825

THE Myli Library in Wont-
haggi was full of colour and 
creativity on Wednesday, 
July 9, as dozens of local 
children and their families 
took part in a Japanese pa-
per kite-making class.

The session, timed perfect-
ly for the school holidays, 
saw two large tables packed 
with kids and parents work-
ing together to craft carp-
shaped kites known as 
Koinobori.

In Japan, these colourful 
carp-shaped windsocks are 
traditionally displayed to cel-
ebrate Children’s Day, serv-
ing as a symbol of strength 
and healthy development for 
children. The carp’s deter-
mination to swim upstream 
inspires parents to wish for 
their children to grow up re-
silient, healthy and capable of 
overcoming life’s challenges.

The class was organised by 
Jenny Temple, programs offi-
cer at Wonthaggi Myli Library, 
who said the idea came from 
her time working in Japan.

“I worked in Japan teaching 
English for about 18 months. 
I saw these kites when I was 
in Japan and thought they 
were great,” Jenny said. 

“It’s very rewarding to see 
families enjoying themselves 
and making something spe-
cial and unique. They enjoy 
the opportunity to get out of 
the house and spend quality 
time with the family.”

The kite-making class is just 
one of many activities on offer 
these school holidays. Com-
ing up at the library is a movie 
screening on Wednesday, July 
16 from 10am to 12pm, and 
an air clay club session on 
Friday, July 18 from 2pm to 
4pm. 

Colourful Koinobori bring school holiday joy to Myli Library

Remy Elliott with his handmade Koinobori, a traditional 
Japanese carp kite. W09_2825

STEVE Parker, who has 
Boonwurrung, Yorta Yorta, 
and Erub (Torres Strait Is-
lander) heritage, conduct-
ed a Welcome to Country 
and smoking ceremony last 
Wednesday, attendees happily 
bathing in the smoke before 
heading inside to learn more 
about Indigenous culture dur-
ing a NAIDOC celebration 
at Foster’s South Gippsland 
Hospital.

Among the items Steve 
shared with the audience was 
a Woomera, used for spear 
throwing.

As well as outlining its 
value in providing sufficient 
power to take down a sub-
stantial kangaroo, he said the 
Woomera inspired the mod-
ern plastic devices people use 
to throw balls further for their 
dogs.

Audience member Jono 
Seward had a go at tradition-
al fire lighting, relying on fric-
tion between a moving piece 
of wood and a wooden base, 
and made an impressive ef-
fort, with Steve demonstrat-
ing his polished technique, al-
beit stopping short of getting 
a fire going indoors.

Holding up a possum skin, 
Steve said it is the third 
warmest fur in the world, 
with polar bears providing the 
warmest.

He also shared dances and 
played the didgeridoo, do-
ing a good job of creating the 
sounds of creatures such as 
kookaburras but admitting 
he is yet to work out how to 
replicate whale noises.

While tucking into food in 
which indigenous flavours 
were incorporated, including 
sausage rolls with native spic-
es and Anzac Biscuits featur-
ing lemon myrtle, attendees 
were quizzed on whether they 
have tried mutton bird.

Hearing nobody had, Steve 
was quick to assure them the 
indigenous delicacy tastes 
just like chicken, only 10 
times oilier, and bony too.

South Gippsland Hospital’s 
Samantha Park, director of 
community care, described 
Steve’s visit as a privilege, 
noting he is an artist and that 
his art and storytelling help 
foster a stronger understand-
ing of First Nations identity, 
culture and heritage.

She highlighted his passion 
for mentoring young people 
and being a positive role mod-
el.

“His dedication to cultural 
preservation and education 
underscores his belief in the 
NAIDOC values of strength, 
vision and legacy of Indige-
nous peoples,” Sam said.

The hospital’s Aboriginal 
liaison officer, Kane Horvath, 
who is proud of his Woka-
Woka and Yuggera heritage, 
was a driving force in organis-
ing Wednesday’s event, work-
ing alongside others to bring 
it together, Sam crediting his 
guidance in general as central 
to the hospital’s commitment 
to reconciliation and “cultur-
ally responsive healthcare”.

While audience members 
were interested to hear about 
the intended Treaty and sub-
jects such as the Stolen Gen-
eration and ongoing high rates 
of removal of Indigenous chil-
dren, Steve didn’t dwell on the 
politics.

“Walk beside us, give us 
strength and tap into the 
oldest living culture in the 
world,” he encouraged peo-
ple, acknowledging we can’t 
change what’s happened in 
the past but believing we can 
have a more positive future.

Attendee Jenni Miles, who 
works at the hospital, shares 
that view, saying events such 
as Wednesday’s provide an op-
portunity to consider how we 
can move forward together.

Informative NAIDOC celebration in Foster

Jono Seward has a go at fire lighting with instructions from Steve Parker. A07_2825

Zoe leans into the smoke during the NAIDOC event at 
South Gippsland Hospital. A08_2825

Aboriginal liaison officer at 
South Gippsland Hospital, 
Kane Horvath. A06_2825

Steve Parker talks about 
Aboriginal tools and culture. 
A09_2825



SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES   |   TUESDAY, JULY 15, 2025   |   21    

PROJECT 
UPDATE

southerlyten.com.au
1800 340 340
info@southerlyten.com.au
310 Commercial Road, Yarram

LinkedIn Star of the South
Facebook Star of the South Project

Interpreter Call 13 14 50

HARNESSING THE POWER 
OF THE WIND 

Star of the South is an offshore wind energy 
project proposed 10 km off the Gippsland coast, 
with the potential to power up to 1.2 million 
homes and create 200 long-term local jobs.

Turbines out at sea harness strong ocean winds to generate 
electricity reliably and efficiently. 

Bass Strait is home to powerful ‘Roaring Forties’ winds which 
blow across the Southern Hemisphere, making Gippsland one of 
the best places on earth to harness offshore wind energy.

HOW CONSTRUCTION IS DONE

Have you ever wondered how turbines are 
installed in the ocean? Or how cables are laid 
underground?

NEW
ZEALAND

AUSTRALIA

ROARING FORTIESROARING FORTIES

OFFSHORE WIND DAYS 

We’ve teamed up with other Gippsland offshore 
wind projects to host community information 
sessions. Come along to talk with us, share your 
feedback and enjoy a BBQ.  

TOORA
Wednesday 23 July, 4-6 pm
Toora Hall, 23 Gray Street

LOCH SPORT 
Wednesday 30 July, 4:30-6:30 pm
Loch Sport Hall, 222-236 National Park Road

WOODSIDE 
Thursday 31 July, 4-6 pm
Woodside Community Hall, Cnr Prince Street and 
Austins Road 

VicGrid, Offshore Wind Energy Victoria and the Australian 
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and 
Water will also be there.

Scan the QR code or visit 
starofthesouth.com.au/videos to take a look.

We’ve made some handy videos which show how offshore 
wind projects come together during construction. 
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— ERIN PATTERSON TRIAL —

MYSTERY surrounds how 
media outlets got their hands on 
explosive new CCTV video foot-
age, from the Koonwarra Trans-
fer Station, which appears to 
show mushroom murderer, 
Erin Patterson, dumping rub-
bish at the tip little more than 
30 minutes after her doomed 
lunch guests left her Leongatha 
home.

The South Gippsland Shire 
Council did not release the vid-
eo, nor, they say, do they have 
any control over CCTV cameras 
at their own waste facility.

“The footage in question be-
longs to Council’s site contrac-
tor Dasma,” said a spokesper-
son for the shire in response 
to a query from the Sentinel-
Times.

“Dasma has advised that they 
provided the footage as part of 
the investigation only.”

The Sentinel-Times has also 
contacted the shire’s waste con-
tractor, Dasma, for a response. 

The time stamp on the video, 
which appears to show Mrs Pat-
terson disposing of some flat-
tened cardboard boxes, other 
rubbish and an unflattened 
box, is July 29, 2023, at 15:30.

This means Mrs Patterson 
started the 15-minute trip, from 
her home in Gibson Street, 
Leongatha to the Koonwarra 
Transfer Station, less than half 
an hour after lunch guests de-
parted at around 2.45pm, on 
the evidence of the only surviv-
ing lunch guest, Ian Wilkinson.

The video, which was seen on 
metro TV stations and online 
news services in the past week, 
was not included in prosecution 
evidence during the trial, which 
may account for the fact that 
Erin Patterson never referred 
to this first tip visit in her trial 
evidence.

News services have, however, 
clearly described what they 
make of the missing footage: 
“Moment mushroom murder-
er is caught dumping guests’ 
plates – just 30 minutes after 
deadly meal”.

The release of the video to the 
media, by an unknown source, 
and by the media to the public 
may be seen as contravening 
an order of the court, made on 
July 7 that: “Publication of any 
of the content of any evidentia-
ry rulings made in these pro-
ceedings, whether pre-trial or 
during the trial, is prohibited.”

The interim order applies 
Australia-wide until the court 
hands down a determination on 
the issue, expected next month.

The order applies to any pub-
lication within Australia, but in 
something of a loophole, the 
online publication which first 
released the video, the ‘Daily 
Mail’, is based in the UK.

But the absence of the video 
footage, which some news 
services have alleged at least 
opens up the possibility that 
this was how Erin disposed 
of the grey plates, allowed the 
defence to go after the seem-
ingly, unimpeachable evidence 
of a local minister of religion, 
Korumburra Baptist Pastor Ian 
Wilkinson.

During Mr Wilkinson’s evi-
dence in chief, on Tuesday, 
May 6 of the mushroom mur-
der trial, defence counsel Colin 
Mandy SC challenged Pastor 

Wilkinson six times, directly on 
the issue of the size and colour 
of the plates.

Also challenging him on his 
recollections about the serving 
of the food, from an oven tray 
or otherwise, who carried the 
plates to the dinner table, and 
where the guests sat.

Mandy: I take it the guests 
were free to sit wherever they 
wanted?

Wilkinson: Yes.
Mandy: And then Erin came 

around from the other side of 
the island bench with the re-
maining plate?

Wilkinson: Yes.
It had been Mr Wilkinson’s 

evidence that while Gail and 
Heather assisted by taking the 
four, larger, grey plates to the 
table, Erin carried her own 
smaller, coloured plate to her 
place at the table.
CHALLENGE 1
• Mandy: You paid no particu-
lar attention at the time as to the 
colour of the plates, did you?
• Wilkinson: I noticed that 
when the food was being plated 
up, that there were different 
plates.
CHALLENGE 2
• Mandy: Can I suggest to you 
that there was no uniform set of 
plates that were being used by 
Erin on that day; that is, there 
wasn’t a set of four plates that 
were all the same?

• Wilkinson: There were four 
plates that were the same.
CHALLENGE 3
• Mandy: What I’m suggest-
ing to you is that that is not the 
case. There were not four plates 
that were all the same, but your 
memory is that there were?
• Wilkinson: My memory is 
that there were four plates that 
were the same.
CHALLENGE 4
• Mandy: And let me suggest 
as well that there weren’t any 
grey or stone-coloured plates in 
Erin’s kitchen on that day?
• Wilkinson: I remember a 
grey plate – grey plates; four 
grey plates.
CHALLENGE 5
• Mandy: And likewise, let 
me suggest this: there was no 
smaller plate.  All of the plates 
were the same size?
• Wilkinson: No. The plate was 
smaller, the different-coloured 
plate.
CHALLENGE 6
• Mandy: Is it possible that 
there were two or three plates 
that were the same and two oth-
er different plates?
• Wilkinson: No.

Mr Mandy addressed the is-
sue of the plates extensively 
in his closing remarks, say-
ing that while everyone would 
agree Ian Wilkinson was “a 
kind and good person”, he was 
“honestly mistaken” about the 

colour, size and distribution of 
the plates.

“Now, our argument to you 
about the plates issue is this: 
it’s a very – and I am not in-
tending to use a pun – but it 
is a very colourful piece of 
evidence, it is a very graphic 
piece of evidence. But when 
you look at all the evidence on 
the issue of plates and what 
plates Erin had, it has to be 
the case that Ian Wilkinson is 
wrong about what he said. It 
makes no sense logically that 
you would use that method to 
deliver up an unpoisoned par-
cel, but otherwise, on all of the 
evidence, he’s wrong; honestly 
mistaken,” said Mr Mandy in 
his closing submission.

People have been quick to re-
spond to the CCTV footage at 
the tip from Saturday, July 29, 
2023 and why it wasn’t shown 
to the jury:
• �Any ideas why this wasn’t 

shown to the jury? I can’t 
imagine why it wouldn’t have 
been included?

• �Glad to see this is coming 
out now, the more we hear, 
the more satisfied I am that 
the jury did a thorough job 
and came to the right con-
clusion.

• �Yeah I imagine if they ques-
tioned her movements in the 
hours after the lunch and 
she didn’t mention the tip, 
then they showed that video 
in court! BOOM.
In her evidence to the jury 

about what she did imme-
diately after the lunch, Erin 
Patterson said her son and a 
friend “went into the study and 
played on the computers for 
the rest of the afternoon and 
I kept cleaning up the kitchen 
and putting everything away”.

She said she also ate two-
thirds of Heather’s orange 
cake, felt over-full and spewed 
it back up again into the toilet.

Later in her evidence, Mrs 
Patterson had no trouble re-
calling what she did on her 
return to Leongatha from 
Monash Clayton, on Wednes-
day, August 2, taking the kids 
to school in the morning be-
fore going to the tip to dump 
the food dehydrator.

A handful of media representatives 
turned out at the Korumburra Baptist 
Church on Sunday for the first service 
after the trial verdict, and they received 
a warm welcome from elders and church 
members.

Cold hands warm hearts 
for visiting media

THE first Sunday church service at 
the Korumburra Baptist Church, on 
Sunday, July 13, after the verdict the 
previous Monday, was always likely to 
attract some media attention.

However, given the 252 journalists 
and media outlets recorded on the Su-
preme Court’s email list for the trial, 
from Australia and overseas, the two 
cameras and handful of news people 
who turned up for the 10.30am service 
was a very modest number by compari-
son.

And they received a warm welcome 
from church elders and congregation 
members, some apologising for the 
South Gippsland weather as they ar-
rived with an unrelenting north-wester-
ly blowing in sideways at the front door 
of the church, or offering no objection 
to those who wanted to sit in on the ser-
vice inside.

No photographs, please.
Pastor Ian Wilkinson, who attended 

almost 40 days of the trial, was a no-
table absentee from the Sunday service, 
as was Simon Patterson, who has a reg-
ular role of a Sunday on the computer.

“Simon and Ian won’t be coming today 
and there’s unlikely to be any comment 
about the trial,” said one of the church 
members.

Some visitors took the opportunity 
of attending the service and joined 
churchgoers for tea and biscuits after-
wards but apart from prayers for those 
“overcoming hardships and loss” and 
for Don, Gail and Heather, it was a usu-
al Sunday service.

During the week, the church also 
posted the following message on its no-
ticeboard out the front:

“We all greatly miss Heather, Don and 
Gail, whether we were friends for a 
short time or over 20 years. They were 
very special people who loved God and 
loved to bless others.

“It’s been a long journey, and we con-
tinue to lovingly support Ian, Simon, 
and all the Wilkinson and Patterson 
family through this difficult time.

“We appreciate all the care from our 
local communities, special support 
from individuals and from the Baptist 
Union of Victoria, and the churches and 
people from all over the world who have 
been praying for us.

“As our Pastor Ian has said: “Life can 
be hard, but God is faithful, and He is 
always with us.”

The Wilkinson and Patterson families 
have asked that people respect their 
privacy at this time. Please also respect 
the privacy of our church family.

Thank you, Korumburra Baptist 
Church Leadership Team.

We didn’t give them the video, 
says South Gippsland Shire

It has now been revealed that Erin Patterson made a first trip to the Koonwarra Transfer 
Station little more than half an hour after the guests left her home following the deadly 
lunch date on Saturday, July 29 at 3.30pm.

Erin Patterson’s second visit to the Koonwarra Transfer 
Station came on Wednesday, August 2 when she dumped 
the food dehydrator in the e-waste bin at the tip where it 
was found with death-cap mushroom residue two days later 
by police.
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— ERIN PATTERSON TRIAL —

THE release of some of the 125 exhib-
its from the Erin Patterson murder trial 
reveals much about the evidence that was 
presented to the jury.

From the presentation of a “dummy” 
mobile phone to police on Saturday, Au-
gust 5, 2023, when they searched Erin 
Patterson’s home, to the photo of the 
“pink” phone, usually used by Mrs Patter-
son including at the Leongatha hospital, 
on Monday, July 31.

There was the sales docket for the food 
dehydrator purchased from Hartley Wells 
on April 28, 2023, the day Mrs Patterson’s 
phone is recorded hovering in the Loch 
area where death cap mushrooms were 
recorded being found 10 days earlier.

A chilling entry in the late Gail Patter-
son’s diary.

Beef Wellington samples, text messages 
and phone records. They were all pieced 
together to portray a picture of murder.

Trial exhibits worth  
a thousand words

Erin Patterson handing over the 
’dummy’ phone to police at her home 
on Saturday, August 5, 2023.

Erin Patterson’s mobile phone (pink 
case) at the Leongatha Hospital on 
Monday, July 31, 2023, that has never 
been recovered by police.

These mushrooms, being weighed on 
a tray from Erin Patterson’s dehydrator, 
were described by expert mycologist 
Dr Tom May, as being highly consistent 
with death cap mushrooms.

IN FEBRUARY 2025, a roll 
of 15,000 people was re-
quested in the Latrobe Val-
ley District to cover five cir-
cuit sittings of the Supreme 
and County courts between 
April 28 and August 1.

The most high-profile of 
these was of course Erin 
Patterson’s mushroom mur-
der trial, starting on April 
29.

Letters were sent to peo-
ple notifying them they had 
been selected for jury ser-
vice and while approximate-
ly 7000 people were either 
excused or deferred to a lat-
er date, 8000 were included 
in the process.

All applications are in-
dividually assessed and 
factors including illness, 
significant travel require-
ments, financial hardship, 
caregiving, proficiency in 
English, and being involved 
in the administration of jus-
tice are considered.

In late March, 1400 peo-
ple were randomly selected 
and sent a summons to at-
tend court on either April 
28 or 30.

As the Patterson trial was 
the first and longest of the 
trials listed in Morwell, and 
it was well known in the 
community, Juries Victoria 
issued more than the usu-
al number of summonses 
to cover the expected day 
of empanelment and the 
days that followed in case 
the jury needed to be dis-
charged, and a new jury 
empanelled.

By mid-April, 597 people 
remained of the 1400 – the 
others having been deferred 
or excused.

Across Victoria in 
2023/24, 107,430 sum-
monses were issued to at-
tend for jury service.

Of the 597 people in-
cluded, 234 confirmed they 
would be available for an 
eight-week trial, 115 people 
were confirmed to attend 
on Tuesday, April 29 and 
the others were assigned to  

another jury pool.
On April 29, three people 

were excused or deferred 
by Juries Victoria staff and 
the remaining 112 made up 
the jury panel for the trial of 
Erin Patterson.

During empanelment, jury 
panel members were known 
by a number rather than 
their name, as is standard 
practice. Their occupation 
is also provided.

Justice Beale gave the 
jury panel an overview of 
the case and provided them 
with a list of 137 names, in-
cluding witnesses, places, 
and legal practitioners in-
volved in the case.

Panel members were then 
given the opportunity to ap-
ply to be excused from the 
trial if they knew someone 
involved, felt they couldn’t 
be impartial, or for any oth-
er reason.

“Over the last 20 months, 
there have been many news-
paper and magazine articles 
about this case, there’s been 
extensive radio and televi-
sion coverage, there’s been 
online commentary and 
podcasts. All of these have 
been freely available to the 
public and may have come 
to your attention,” said Jus-
tice Beale.

“It is reasonable to as-
sume, therefore, that most 
of you, if not all, will have 
some prior information 
about this case. It is unre-
alistic to expect that the ju-
rors selected can erase that 
prior information from their 
minds, but it will be their 
task to bring an open mind 
to their consideration of the 
evidence and decide the case 
solely on the evidence that is 
led in this trial, not on any 
prior or outside informa-
tion.”

Twenty-eight applications 
to be excused were received 
and one was refused. Of the 
27 people excused, 21 knew 
someone on the witness list 
or had particular knowledge 
about the trial, four were  

excused for medical rea-
sons, one for travel and one 
for caring responsibilities.

The numbers of the re-
maining 85 jury panel mem-
bers were then put into a 
wooden box and shaken up 
and drawn out and if the 
person sat down without the 
accused either saying ‘chal-
lenge’ or the prosecution 
saying ‘stand aside’ they be-
came part of the jury.

Three people were chal-
lenged by Ms Patterson. An 
accused is allowed three 
challenges without provid-
ing reasons. The prosecu-
tion didn’t stand aside any-
one.

A panel of 15 was selected, 
one was discharged during 
the trial for allegedly speak-
ing about the case outside 
the jury room and two were 
balloted out just prior to the 
jury retiring to consider its 
verdict, leaving seven men 
and five women in the final 
group of 12.

Jurors are paid $40 a day 
for the first six days of ser-
vice and $80 a day thereaf-
ter. The juror’s employer is 
required to pay the differ-
ence between this amount 
and their usual wages.

While the jury was seques-
tered in a local hotel during 

their deliberations, it has 
been reported that they had 
an outing to a local winery 
on the Sunday, before ulti-
mately delivering their ver-
dict on Monday, July 7.

Justice Beale expressed 
his heartfelt appreciation for 
their service.

“Ladies and gentlemen, 
about a week or more ago 
when we were balloting off 
two of your fellow jurors, 
I expressed my heartfelt 
thanks and I repeat those 
thanks today. The last thing 
you want now is another 
long speech from me, so 
I’ll be brief. You’ve been an 
exceptional jury. The way 
you’ve conducted yourself 
throughout this trial has 
caught my attention and 
you’ve remained in good 
spirits even though the trial 
went much longer than you 
were led to believe and even 
though this was a major in-
trusion in all your lives, so I 
thank you again.”

For their service, the jury, 
and the two jurors balloted 
off before deliberations, 
were given a 15-year dispen-
sation from being called for 
jury service by Justice Beale. 
The jurors can opt out of the 
dispensation if they wish.

What’s next?
Next there’ll be a mention 

on August 8 to set the date 
for a plea hearing and also 
to determine the suppres-
sion order about pre-trial 
material.

Then there’ll be a plea 
hearing at a later date, fol-
lowed by sentencing at an-
other date.

The accused will have 28 
days from the date of sen-
tencing to lodge an appeal.

Erin Patterson was found 
guilty of the murder of three 
Korumburra residents, her 
in-laws Don and Gail Pat-
terson, and Gail’s sister 
Heather Wilkinson, and the 
attempted murder of Ian 
Wilkinson on Monday, July 
7 in the Supreme Court in 
Morwell.

A roll of 15,000 possible jurors was cut down to 15 for the trial and ultimately 12 to deliver the verdict in the Erin 
Patterson trial.

The jury journey for Erin Patterson’s trial

Justice Beale commended 
an “exceptional jury” for 
their efforts in the Erin 
Patterson trial.
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JULY AUTOMOTIVE GUIDE
Hook her up and 

away you go
Kia Tasman pickup tested and 

proven in the Australian outback
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--- MOTORING CLASSIFIEDS ---
TYRES MECHANICSMECHANICS & TYRES
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84-96 Commercial Street, 
Korumburra 5655 2880

Inverloch Road, Wonthaggi 
5672 1313

WITH more Aussies hitting the road 
to explore their own backyard rather 
than heading overseas, caravanning 
is cruising ahead as a favourite holi-
day pick, recent research shows.

The Caravan Industry Association 
of Australia’s 2025 Consumer Sen-
timent Report has revealed the sec-
tor’s resilience, with a remarkable 88 
per cent of respondents planning to 
caravan or camp in the next year.

The report also found that Auss-
ies are embracing the value of cara-
van and camping holidays, with 77 
per cent saying they offer better val-
ue than other types of holidays, 76 
per cent rating them as great value 
for money, and 50 per cent believing 
domestic travel delivers better value 
than heading overseas.

Crusader Caravans Founder and 
CEO Serge Valentino said travellers 
are increasingly turning to caravan 
and camping getaways for their un-
beatable value, combining afford-
ability with the freedom to explore at 
their own pace.

“We’re seeing a clear shift towards 
people wanting to buy vans for short-
er, more frequent trips rather than 
long holidays. With the recent release 
of our new MY25 models, we’re see-
ing a surge in demand that’s remi-
niscent of the unprecedented levels 
experienced during the COVID pan-
demic,” Serge said.

“Caravanning lends itself beautiful-
ly to the impromptu nature of short 
stays. There’s no accommodation or 
flight bookings needed, you just hitch 
up your caravan and go, allowing you 
to travel off-season and stay as far or 
as close to home as you wish. Had 
a busy week? Just pack up and go. 
No plans? Take a drive and see where 
the road leads. That’s the beauty of 
caravanning.

So where are Australia’s hidden 
gems according to a new study by 
Mitsubishi Motors Australia? 

Top 5 Hidden Natural Wonders:
1. Gunlom Falls, Kakadu National 

Park, NT.
2. Mount Coot-Tha Summit Look-

out, Brisbane, QLD.
3. Seventy-Five Mile Beach, Fraser 

Island, QLD.
4. St Columba Waterfall, Tasmania.
5. Grassy Hill, Cooktown, QLD.
Top 5 Secret Off-Road Adventure 

Hotspots:
1. Lighthouse Trail, Byron Bay, 

NSW.
2. Jeffries Beach, Bramston Beach, 

QLD.
3. Singapore Bay, Lizard Island, 

QLD.
4. Gordon Country Trails, Goom-

burra Valley, QLD.
5. Mait’s Rest, Great Otway Nation-

al Park, VIC.
Then there’s the beautiful locations 

on our doorstop at Wilson Promon-
tory, Walkerville, Venus Bay...

KIA’s first crack at a proper 
one-tonne ute the Kia Tasman 
is now available in Gippsland.

Equipped to handle one of 
the most demanding terrains in 
the world the Kia Tasman ute 
promises dependability, hard 
work and Aussie ingenuity to 
help guide the journey.

Tested and proven in the Aus-
tralian outback the Kia Tasman 
is available in dual cab pick-up, 
and dual and single cab-chas-
sis variants.

With a rugged body, switch-
able all-wheel drive (AWD) sys-
tem, rear electronic locking dif-
ferential (e-LD), a sophisticated 
suite of off-road assistance sys-
tems and class-leading 252mm 
of ground clearance Kia’s first-
ever bespoke pickup truck 
wasn’t designed to stay con-
fined to the asphalt.

Equipped with a robust plat-
form, confident wading capa-
bility and durable cargo bed 
design the Kia Tasman’s ad-
vanced off-road specs include 
two-speed ATC, e-LD and spe-
cialised terrain modes for vari-
able conditions, optimised sus-
pension and all-terrain tyres.

It is the most off-road-capable 
vehicle Kia has ever produced 
with spacious second-row seat-
ing and class-leading conve-
nience features delivering top-
tier comfort.

The reinforced body-on-
frame structure not only deliv-
ers best-in-class strength for 
payloads up to 1151kg and 
towing capacity up to 3500kg, 
but provides the foundation for 
the Tasman’s unparalleled go-
anywhere ability.

Optimised for rough terrain 
the Tasman boasts ground 
clearance of up to 252mm 

with approach, departure and 
ramp-over angles of up to 32.2, 
26.2 and 25.8 degrees.

The front suspension adopts 
a high-mount double-wishbone 
set-up for better corrosion re-
sistance and ground clearance, 
while the rear suspension uses 
a rigid axle with leaf springs, 
offering SUV-like comfort when 
unladen and excellent load-
bearing support.

Key powertrains and exhaust 
components are positioned 
above the frame to avoid dam-
age during off-road excur-
sions, while the air intake is 
also located 950mm above the 
ground, inside the front fender, 
facing rearward helping to pre-
vent water ingress during ford-
ing.

The Two-Speed Active Trans-
fer Case (ATC) offers four 

selectable drive modes, 2H 
(rear-wheel drive), 4H (high-
range 4WD), 4L (low-range 
4WD), and 4A (automatic all-
wheel drive) to adapt to various 
terrain and driving scenarios.

An electronic Locking Differ-
ential (e-LD) ensures even dis-
tribution of torque across both 
rear wheels, aiding traction on 
uneven or slippery surfaces.

The Tasman features a 2.2-li-
tre diesel engine for the Aus-
tralian market paired with an 
eight-speed automatic trans-
mission producing 210PS and 
441Nm of torque.

To support the pickup’s 
3500kg towing capacity the Tas-
man features enhanced cooling 
systems with an enlarged radi-
ator and a high-capacity fan, as 
well as an advanced air-cooled 
transmission oil cooler.

Convenience features include 
divider slots for wooden parti-
tions to better organise cargo, 
tie-down hooks and cargo rails 
with cleats, a bed liner for sur-
face protection, side-mounted 
lighting and a 220V[6] inverter 
for versatile power needs.

Occupants benefit from best-
in-class second-row legroom, 
generous head and shoulder 
room with slimmer front and 
rear seatbacks taking full ad-
vantage of the 2.2 metre-long 
cabin.

A wide-open hinge allows the 
rear doors to open at up to 80 
degrees, making it easier to 
load cargo or enter and exit the 
vehicle and optimised airflow 
channels and sealing strips mi-
nimise road and wind noise.

To book a test drive go to kia.
com/au.

The Kia Tasman has been designed from the ground up with a practical, highly versatile 
package engineered to seamlessly transition between on and off-road driving.

THE South Gippsland 
branch of the Gippsland His-
toric Automobile Club(GHAC) 
has for the last 12 months 
been raising funds for its cho-
sen charity Ovarian Cancer 
Australia.

The club has done this with 
a variety of events and activi-
ties over the 24/25 year in-
cluding a very successful stall 
at its Korumburra Swap Meet, 
a food stall at the Leongatha 
Community Market, hosting 
visiting car clubs for BBQs 
and displays as well as the 
clubs own sausage sizzles and 
display days.

The total amount raised 
was $8505 which has been 
forwarded to Ovarian Cancer 
Australia and will assist pa-
tients and families affected by 
the disease as well as future 
research for a cure.

The club also appreciates 
the donations by local busi-
nesses to help raise these 
funds including Repco Leon-
gatha, Woolworths Leongatha, 
Aldi Leongatha and the Leon-
gatha RSL and look forward 
to another successful year 
raising funds for Children’s 
Cancer Foundation of Austra-
lia in 25/26.

The South Gippsland branch of the Gippsland Historic 
Automobile Club have done it again this season raising 
money for Ovarian Cancer Australia.

Gippsland Historical Automobile club drives charity
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Wonthaggi Toyota
346 Bass Highway,
Wonthaggi VIC 3995
T (03) 5672 1722
LMCT 8179
wonthaggitoyota.com.au

Leongatha Toyota
7-13 Hughes Street,
Leongatha VIC 3953
T (03) 5662 2302
LMCT 8179
leongathatoyota.com.au

Wonthaggi Toyota Wonthaggi Toyota 

Leongatha Toyota Leongatha Toyota 

JA
23

36
2

USED VEHICLE SPECIALS

OVER 20 FRESH VEHICLES NOW IN STOCK

* Disclaimer: If the price does not contain the notation that it is “Driveaway*”, the price may not include additional costs, such as stamp duty and other government charges.

WE BUY WE BUY 
CARS!CARS!

USED VEHICLE SPECIALS

2015 Toyota 
Landcruiser Prado GXL 

36,990 
224,465kms, 5 speed CVT auto 4x4 
SUV SN: L101342

DRIVE 
AWAY

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2019 Mazda BT-50 XT UR 

35,990
95,000kms, 6 speed CVT auto 4x4 
cab chassis SN: L101369

DRIVE 
AWAY

2019 Mazda BT-50 XT UR 

FINANCE 
AVAILABLE 

2019 Mazda BT-50 XT UR 2019 Mazda BT-50 XT UR 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2021 Nissan Navara SL D23 

35,990 
72,943kms, 7 speed CVT auto 4x4 
cab chassis SN: L101374

DRIVE 
AWAY

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2016 Holden 
Caprice V WN Series II 

29,990
174,477kms, 6 speed CVT auto 
sedan SN: L101381

DRIVE 
AWAY

SUV SN: L101342

Caprice V WN Series II 
2016 Holden 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2014 Toyota Landcruiser Prado VX 

31,990 
291,821kms, 5 speed CVT auto SUV 
SN: L101373

DRIVE 
AWAY

FINANCE 
AVAILABLE 

2019 Toyota C-HR Koba 

16,990
151,874kms, 6 speed CVT auto AWD 
SUV SN: W102116

DRIVE 
AWAY

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE 

2013 Subaru Forester 2.5i-L S4 

2023 Mitsubishi 
Pajero Sport GLS QF 

48,990 
23,583kms, 8 speed CVT auto 4x4 
SUV SN: L101378

DRIVE 
AWAY

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2021 Lexus NX NX300  F Sport

47,990
94,385kms, 6 speed CVT auto SUV 
SN: L101367

DRIVE 
AWAY

AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2021 Lexus NX NX300  F Sport

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

23,990
49,120kms, 6 speed CVT auto AWD 
SUV SN: W102119

DRIVE 
AWAY

AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 
FINANCE FINANCE 

AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2017 Subaru XV 2.0i G4X 

291,821kms, 5 speed CVT auto SUV 
SN: L101373SN: L101373

2018 Hyundai Kona Highlander 

22,990 
69,978kms, 6 speed CVT auto SUV 
SN: L101360

DRIVE 
AWAY

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

52,990
180,528kms, 6 speed sports auto 4x4 
SUV SN: W102078

DRIVE 
AWAY

2020 Toyota 
Landcruiser Prado GXL 
2020 Toyota 
Landcruiser Prado GXL 
2020 Toyota 2020 Toyota 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

17,990
10,567kms, 4 speed auto hatch 
SN: W102093

DRIVE 
AWAY

2024 MG MG3 2024 MG MG3 2024 MG MG3 2024 MG MG3 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

44,990
27,267kms, 8 speed sports auto 4x4 
SUV SN: W102080

DRIVE 
AWAY

2022 SsangYong 
Rexton Ultimate 

SUV SN: W102119

Rexton Ultimate 
2022 SsangYong 
Rexton Ultimate 
2022 SsangYong 
Rexton Ultimate 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

26,990
82,453kms, 7 speed CVT auto SUV 
SN: W102091

DRIVE 
AWAY

SUV SN: W102116

2019 Toyota C-HR Koba 

SUV SN: W102078

2019 Toyota C-HR Koba 

SUV SN: W102116

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

34,990
68,000kms, 8 speed auto van 
SN: W102105

DRIVE 
AWAY

180,528kms, 6 speed sports auto 4x4 
SUV SN: W102078SUV SN: W102078

34,990 DRIVE 

SUV SN: W102078

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2022 Hyundai Staria Load 

33,990
25,677kms, 7 speed sports auto SUV 
SN: W102075

DRIVE 
AWAY

SN: W102093SN: W102093

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2023 Nissan Juke Ti F16 
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THE future is looking bright 
for our marine life if our re-
searchers, advocates and sci-
entists have anything to do 
with conservation efforts. 

However, there is much to 
do before then and according 
to Dr Jodi Edwards (cultural 
educator and researcher), Dr 
Chels Marshall (marine sci-
entist and cultural systems 
ecologist) and Natalia Baech-
told (researcher and cinema-
tographer) that starts with 
listening to First Nations cul-
tural practices, and a whole 
pathway change through the 
modern education system. 

At present, both Chels and 
Jodi are collaborating on 
Unbroken Whispers: The 
Ripples Connecting Sea Kin, 
with Natalia spearheading the 
final aspect “the feel”/visual 
integration, reaching people 
who don’t have a relationship 
with Country/environment.

Taking a step back and un-
derstanding the Indigenous 
ecological knowledge that has 
been passed from generation 
to generation, is a key ele-
ment in protecting the future 
of Sea Country.

“Whales and dolphins are 
culturally significant for many 
Aboriginal nations, and our 
knowledge that is passed 
through from generation to 
generation includes the eco-
logical dynamics of our sea 
kin, such as the migratory 
patterns and relationships be-
tween species,” Dr Edwards 
explained. “Our stories were 
shared, then they were shared 
through song, then dance, 
then on Country, then we’d 
come back and share what we 
had learnt with Elders…

“We are cultural scientists. 
What is happening in the 
aquatic system are bushfires 
in the water,” Dr Edwards 
added. “There are so many 
things people can do to help 
the ocean.”

As all three First Nations 

women agree there is room 
for a multi-model approach 
in our education system and 
consequently implementing 
cultural ecological knowledge 
and Aboriginal science frame-
works. 

“Taking on and merging the 
two worlds,” Dr Marshall ex-
plained. “There is definitely 
room for cultural practise 
and research, particularly 
in marine emergencies and 
building community under-
standing, we can blow rain-
bows together.”

Taking a cultural approach 
was highlighted when Dr Ed-
wards discussed a stranding 
event and how having the op-
portunity to approach it from 
a cultural perspective led to 
a far greater outcome for the 
marine animal compared to 
another stranding where a 
modern medicine approach 
was taken and the animal 
wasn’t given the opportunity 
to recover. 

For Dr Marshall, she looked 
forward over the weekend to 
connecting with people.

“Being collective and work-
ing towards the same goals,” 
Dr Marshall said. 

For marine scientist and de-
cades long whale researcher 
Dr Wally Franklin, the Island 
Whale Festival was an oppor-
tunity to watch the community.

“I’ll be watching the com-
munity engagement with keen 
interest,” Dr Franklin said.  “I 
think they’ve got a great deal 
to be proud of in what they’ve 
achieved with the establish-
ment of the Whale Festival, so 
firstly over the weekend that is 
what I’ll be looking at. 

“I’m also listening… There’s 
still a puzzle of where the 
whales who come through 
(Phillip Island’s waters) fit 
into the whole migratory pat-
tern and that’s something that 
we’re working on and keenly 
interested in. It’s really quite 
brilliant the work that John 
Dickie and Wildlife Coast 
Cruises are doing in encour-
aging citizen scientists.”

And though biased to Her-
vey Bay’s whales, given Dr 
Wally Franklin has spent 
years living and research-
ing whales in the area, there 
have been interesting migra-
tory behaviours and patterns 
emerging. 

“We published a  

paper in 2021 about whale  
behaviour in Hervey Bay, and 
what was interesting is that 
there turned out to be behav-
iour which Trish called non-ag-
nostic social behaviour (NASB).

“Previously most behav-
ioural work on humpbacks 
was focused on what I call 
competitive groups, which 
have been well documented 
in the northern hemisphere. 

“We studied (NASB) in Her-
vey Bay, and it turned out that 
12 per cent of pods were en-
gaged in his behaviour and 
only six per cent of pods were 
involved in competitive be-
haviour. That was a very in-
teresting find, because it was 
quite different here to other 
parts of the world.”

And as for any close en-
counters over all his years on 
the water, Dr Franklin noted 
the whales are incredibly 
aware of their physical space. 

“The longest interaction 
we’ve had was between us 
and four young whales for 
five hours. You could almost 
reach out and touch them, 
they were coming up to the 
boat, we’ve never had a whale 
hit a boat.”

MORE than a festival the 
Phillip Island Whale Festi-
val is seen by Bass Coast 
Mayor Cr Rochelle Hal-
stead as a reflection of who 
we are as a community.

Opening the Whale Festi-
val at Berninneit in Cowes 
Cr Halstead said it was a 
beloved event that brings 
our community together 
in the heart of winter to 
celebrate the breathtaking 
sight of southern whales 
migrating through our wa-
ters.

“We are proud of our nat-
ural environment, passion-
ate about conservation and 
deeply connected to our 
coastal community,” said 
Cr Halstead.

“This event embodies all 
that.”

Mayor Halstead said she 
was thrilled to see the pro-
gram growing each year 
with exciting additions like 
the Bass Strait virtual re-
ality experience, guided 
walks and talks with sci-
entists, creative workshops 
and the spectacular events 
at Berninneit.

“Whether you’re spotting 
whales at Cape Woolamai, 
exploring the science of 
marine life, enjoying a film 
at Berninneit, or learning 
through art and stories 
this festival offers some-
thing for everyone,” said Cr 
Halstead.

The Phillip Island Whale 
Festival plays a significant 
role in supporting our lo-
cal economy according to 

the Mayor of Bass Coast 
Shire bringing energy and 
visitors to our towns at a 
time when things are usu-
ally quieter.

“Local businesses benefit, 
our tourism sector thrives, 
and our community has the 
chance to shine on a region-
al and national stage.

“We’re proud to support 
this festival through Coun-
cil’s funding and resources,  

and we’re grateful to the 
Victorian Government’s 
Regional Events Fund for 
its continued support,” 
said Cr Halstead.

“More than anything I 
want to acknowledge the 
heart and soul that goes 
into this event, from or-
ganisers and volunteers to 
local artists, scientists, sto-
rytellers and community 
groups.

“Thank you for your vi-
sion, your passion and 
your hard work.”

The Phillip Island Whale 
Festival is seen as a re-
minder of the importance 
of protecting the marine 
environment, not only for 
whales but for the health 
of the entire ecosystem and 
our own wellbeing.

Education and awareness 
are seen as key according 
to Mayor Cr Halstead.

“The weekend gives us 
so many opportunities to 
learn, reflect and connect.”

“Let’s celebrate the beau-
ty of the coast, the magic of 
the whales, and the power 
of the community.”

Kade Mills (Vic. National Parks Association), Nadine 
Page and Misty Johns from Bass Coast Shire, and 
Phoebe the Shark at the Phillip Island Whale Festival 
in Cowes. B20_2825

Phillip Island Whale Festival now in its ninth year

A positive future for marine life

Kicking off the Island Whale Festival on Thursday were Ella Hutchinson, Dr Chels 
Marshall, Dr Wally Franklin, Dr Sue Mason, John Dickie, Dr Jodi Edwards, Georgia 
Bisset and Natalia Baechtold. C11_2825

Ricky, Eric, Dan and Jade are on holiday 
from Melbourne and headed in for the 
opening of the Phillip Island Whale Festival. 
B23_2825

Julian, Steven, Ren and Clare (Mum) at the 
opening of the Phillip Island Whale Festival 
at Berninneit in Cowes. B24_2825

Oliver, Jackie, Adam and Ava on holiday 
from Barwon Heads hoping to see a whale at 
Pyramid Rock on Phillip Island. B37_2825

‘Whit’s fur ye’ll no go past ye’ Scottish born 
Sunderland Bay residents Kiran, Andy, Flynn, 
Jake and Carol search for migrating whales 
at Pyramid Rock on Phillip Island. B39_2825

Kate (Mum), Ollie, Norah, Elsie and Nat 
(Dad) on holiday in Cowes enjoying the 
opening of the Phillip Island Whale Festival 
at Berninneit. B25_2825
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IN THE last couple of weeks, I’ve 
been to two funerals, with family 
and friends commemorating what 
their loved one meant to them. 
Times like these often lead me to 
ponder some things.

What would people say at my 
funeral? What would I say about 
those closest to me? What should 
I say and do now, while I have the 
opportunity to do so?

I believe that we ought to live with 
an awareness that our lives on earth 
are finite. Tomorrow is not prom-
ised to any of us. While we can’t 
live every day as if it’s our last, it’s 
worth reflecting on how this should 
influence our decisions, words, and 
actions – and the course our lives 
are taking.

For the people close to you, let 
them know what you appreciate 
about them. Tell them what they 
mean to you. Aim to reconcile 
where you can. It’s amazing the 
impact just a few words of honest 
encouragement or forgiveness can 
achieve.

Live life on purpose. Don’t just 
cruise along on default settings, 
but intentionally live a meaningful 
and significant life that will leave a 
legacy when you’re gone.

And consider eternity. There is 
more to life than just what we can 
see and touch. We owe it to our-
selves to face the big questions of 
life and faith, and how we respond 
to God. 

The Bible advises us, “Be very 
careful, then, how you live – not 
as unwise but as wise, making the 
most of every opportunity… There-
fore do not be foolish, but under-
stand what the Lord’s will is.” (Eph 
5:15-17)

God loves you, has good purposes 
for you, and brings significance to 
our lives in ways that no one and 
nothing else can. Don’t waste the 
time that you have – make sure 
your life counts. And when the end 
comes, may your life be celebrated 
without regret!

By Pastor Jeff Robertson, 
Connections Church Inverloch & 
Foster, Australian Christian Churches

Life without regret
• FAITH FACTOR

Send your photos to 
news@sgst.com.au

CHELSEA Caple and Billy 
Huitema of Ryanston are thrilled 
to announce the arrival of their 
son, Tex Gregory Huitema, born on 
June 8, weighing 3.13 kilograms 
at Monash Clayton. A beautiful 
little brother for Dusty.

LIFEMoments
BASS Coast Health’s (BCH) 

Diabetes Education team is 
joining a nationwide effort by 
diabetes clinicians for a fu-
ture where diabetes can do no 
harm. 

This National Diabetes 
Week, July 13-19, the BCH 
Diabetes Educators are urg-
ing people with diabetes to ar-
range a consultation to keep 
their diabetes in check. 

BCH’s Diabetes Educators 
offer a comprehensive service 
to make life easier for people 
with diabetes and their carers. 

The educators help people 
to use glucose monitoring de-
vices that connect to not only 
their smartphones but also 
the BCH team. This enables 
easier monitoring and control 
of glucose levels to keep pa-
tients safer. 

The BCH team also helps pa-
tients manage their diabetes 
through lifestyle changes, glu-
cose monitoring and medica-
tions, and advice about using 
insulin pumps and new moni-
toring technologies. 

“We take pride in ensuring 
people living with diabetes in 
our community have access to 
the support and information 
they need to ensure they can 
enjoy a life that’s as fulfilling 
as possible while living with 
diabetes,” BCH diabetes edu-
cator, Vivienne Prestidge, said. 

Another BCH diabetes ed-
ucator, Claire Gatto, said, 
“Regular check-ups can help 
patients to stay on top of man-
aging their diabetes and pre-
vent problems from escalating 
to the point where their health 
is harmed.” 

Roger Lindenmayer, also a 

BCH diabetes educator, urged 
people with diabetes to have 
regular health appointments. 

“See your GP, endocrinologist, 
diabetes educator, dietitian, 
exercise physiologist, optom-
etrist, podiatrist and dentist to 
prevent or limit the complica-
tions of diabetes,” he said. 

In many cases, a person may 
not have symptoms of diabe-
tes, yet have the condition and 
be experiencing damage to 
their health. 

BCH’s diabetes educators 
encourage people aged 40 and 
over to be screened for diabe-
tes by their GP at least every 
three years, or more often if 
they have additional risk fac-
tors. Symptoms, including 
passing urine more often, 
blurred vision, increased thirst 
and hunger, or recurrent or 
persistent infections, should 
be discussed with your GP. 

Appointments to any of our 
diabetes services can be made 
after receipt of a referral from 
your medical practitioner or 
a self-referral to BCH Access 
Intake via fax to 9102 5307 
or email access@bassco-
asthealth.org.au 

Diabetes is a chronic condi-
tion in which blood glucose 
level, often referred to as 
blood sugar level, can be too 
high. 

Glucose is the body’s main 
source of energy and comes 
primarily from the carbohy-
drate foods we eat: cereals, 
bread, pasta, rice, pulses, 
milk, fruit, starchy vegetables, 
baked goods made from flour, 
most dairy products, fruit, 
cane sugar and honey. 

Insulin, a hormone made 
by the pancreas, is needed 
to take the glucose from the 
bloodstream into our cells or 

muscles, to be used for energy. 
If the body doesn’t make 

enough insulin, or doesn’t use 
insulin well, glucose accumu-
lates in the bloodstream and 
doesn’t reach the muscles. 
This is the reason why with 
high blood glucose levels, peo-
ple can feel low energy levels. 

Consistently high levels of 
glucose in the bloodstream 
can damage the blood ves-
sels and, ultimately, cause 
complications to the eyes, the 
kidneys and the feet, and in-
crease the risk of heart attack 
and stroke. 

According to Diabetes Aus-
tralia, diabetes is a prevalent 
condition in Australia, with 
more than two million people 
living with all types of diag-
nosed and undiagnosed dia-
betes. Every five minutes an-
other Australian is diagnosed. 

While genetics plays a key 
role in the development of 
type 2 diabetes, up to 58 per 
cent of diagnoses can be pre-
vented or delayed through life-
style changes, such as regular 
exercise and healthy eating. 

The Australian Diabetes 
Map shows that rates of dia-
betes are higher in Gippsland 
– including the Bass Coast – 
compared to the national aver-
age – 6.82 per cent compared 
to 5.58 per cent. 

“People with diabetes can 
help to manage their condi-
tion by making lifestyle chang-
es such as exercising more, 
improving their diet, losing 
weight if they need to, looking 
after their physical and emo-
tional health, quitting smok-
ing and taking their medica-
tion,” Vivienne said. 

Diabetes Educators are here to make 
life easier for people with diabetes

Bass Coast Health’s Diabetes Educators, from left, 
Claire Gatto, Upmajit Kaur, Vivienne Prestidge and Roger 
Lindenmayer are here to help people with diabetes enjoy life. 

WHEN two-year-old Vann 
Dyall was feeling lethargic, 
drinking way more water than 
usual and reversing his toi-
let training practices, mum 
Caroline knew something was 
wrong.

She “Dr Googled” his symp-
toms and the answer came up 
as diabetes, but with no history 
in the family, Caroline quickly 
dismissed the diagnosis.

A few nights later Vann vom-
ited and woke up the next 
morning “like a floppy bear”, 
and she rushed him to the 
hospital at Warragul.

“Vann was barely awake and 
very weak… it was awful,” 
Caroline said.

They were taken to a resus-
citation room “and doctors 
came in left right and centre”. 

Vann was found to be expe-
riencing diabetic ketoacidosis 
(DKA), a potentially life-threat-
ening complication of diabe-
tes, primarily affecting those 
with type one diabetes. 

After an “exhausting, heart-
racing experience”, Vann 
stayed in the hospital for a 
week as the family learned 
about their new life. Vann 
turned out to be an excellent 
patient and “super strong” 
and adjusted well to living 
with the condition.

There have been a few trips 
to the hospital since but not 
for DKA and today, Vann, eight, 
is doing well and is a regu-
lar participant of Gippsland 
Southern Health Service’s 
children’s diabetes clinic.

The GSHS clinic brings 

together a team of supports 
which suits Vann’s manage-
ment plan.

The family lives at Hazel-
wood North, a 50-minute 
drive to Leongatha, but Caro-
line says it’s worth the effort 
for the six-weekly children’s 
diabetes clinic.

“We chose to go to Gippsland 
Southern Health because with 
all the appointments we go to, I 
was forever taking Vann out of 
school, along with his brother, 
every couple of weeks. This is 
like a one-stop shop to see a 
pathologist, paediatrician, di-
abetes educator, social worker 
and dietitian.

“We get everything from 

Gippsland Southern Health 
Service. We save time and see 
everybody in one stop, which 
is fantastic.”

They try to get the last ap-
pointment of the day to reduce 
the time Vann and his older 
brother Bobby have to miss 
school.

While helpful in managing 
Vann’s condition, the clinics 
are also fun. 

“Because the clinics are for 
children, they often have a 
different theme, such as foot-
ball or winter warmers, so the 
kids actually look forward to 
going,” Caroline said.

In addition to the clinic, 
Caroline says the diabetes 

support team is always ready 
with an answer. 

“We have the diabetes clinic 
but at any time we have ques-
tions, we just have to ask and 
they’re very quick at getting 
back to you.”

After noticing a lack of dia-
betes support networks in 
the region, Caroline became a 
Type 1 Foundation Gippsland 
Ambassador, running quarter-
ly mothers’ dinners and family 
events across the year. 

National Diabetes Week will 
be held from July 13 to 19 
and aims to raise awareness 
about diabetes and encourage 
Australians to schedule health 
checks for a healthier future.

Vann fi nds the right support to manage life with diabetes

Andrea Curtis – diabetes educator, Caroline Dyall and Vann Dyall, Dr Tim Walsh – 
paediatrician, Megan Perks – social worker, and student dietitian Jennifer Co.
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OPEN 7 DAYS FOR PICK UP & DELIVERY
113 White Road, Wonthaggi • Phone 5605 2217 

www.basscoastgardencentre.com.au

REDGUM 
FIREWOOD 
Messmate firewood also available
Beat the cold this Winter with hot burning, 

long lasting seasoned firewood

FREE WONTHAGGI DELIVERY  
FOR ALL FIREWOOD ORDERS

H
M

12
54

4

H
M

12
54

2

1/3 Adkins Street, Korumburra 5655 2399
26a McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi 5672 3992

Your local 
heating experts

Locally owned, supply and installing in 
Bass Coast & South Gippsland for 40 years

 
                                                                                                                                RTA:  AU16743 

Factory 1 / 3 Adkins Street, P.O.BOX 275, KORUMBURRA, 3950. Tel: (03) 5655 2399; Email: info@sgair.com.au 
26A McBride Avenue, WONTHAGGI, 3995. Tel: (03) 5672 3992; Email: wonthaggi@sgair.com.au 

 

A.B.N. 38 047 926 961      RTA: AU16743

AU58968AU58968

HEATING,HEATING, COOLINGCOOLING
& REFRIGERATION

Installation 

Maintenance 

Repairs

AU58968

0466 186 000
flasolutions@outlook.com
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Keep your HOT water 
HOT this Winter
Jarrod Brusamarello is a local plumber 

with over 20 year’s experience.
Proudly working with local trades Jarrod can upgrade 
your hot water system through a rebate programme.

Off ering top quality, eff ective and effi  cient market 
leading units Jarrod and his team will provide 

great customer service from start to fi nish.

Jarrod 0425 742 871  
e: jarrodbrusa@hotmail.com  

Winter Warmth
KEEPING warm at a reduced cost is al-

ways the priority this time of year. 
The Victorian Healthy Homes Program 

demonstrated that a relatively minor up-
grade had wide-ranging benefits over the 
winter period. 

Draught proofing your home helps to pre-
vent warm air from escaping in winter and 
hot air from getting in during the day in sum-
mer.

Even small drafts have a big impact on 
thermal comfort, often requiring the heater’s 
thermostat to be set to a higher temperature 
to maintain thermal comfort. 

Reducing drafts as much as possible saves 
you money on heating and cooling your home 
and makes your home more comfortable.

Self-adhesive draught seal tape, combined 
with draught arrestors or draught snakes 
are an inexpensive way to draught-proof your 
external doors. 

Seal small cracks and gaps in the walls or 
floor with a caulking gun, and larger gaps 
with expanding foam.

It is also important to get the most out of 
your windows. 

When the sun is shining through, ensure 
your blinds and curtains are open as the 
sunshine will help warm up your home. 
When the winter sun isn’t shining through, 
close curtains and blinds to reduce heat loss 
through your windows.

Close-fitting, heavy curtains capped at the 
top with a box pelmet will significantly re-
duce the amount of heat loss through win-
dows during winter months.

Older windows can be a significant source 
of drafts.

If you haven’t already, consider replacing or 
installing window seals and ensure the seal-
ant around the glass is in good condition.

For more advice, head to the Sustainability 
Victoria website.

FARMERS are now eli-
gible for a government 
rebate for farm battery 
installations.

Kicking in from July 1 
and worth around $344 
per kilowatt hour of stor-
age the rebate is capped 
at 50kw/h of usable stor-
age although total battery 
capacity can be larger.

Labor agreed to extend 
the home battery rebate 
just prior to the last elec-
tion after pressure from 
Farmers for Climate Ac-
tion (FCA) representing 
more than 8000 farmers.

The Federal Govern-
ment subsequently an-
nounced a rebate of 
around $344 per kilowatt 
hour of storage capped at 
50 kw/h worth of rebate, 
although farmers can 
install up to a 100 kw/h 
battery system and re-
ceive a rebate on the first 
50 kw/h of storage.

Farmers for Climate 
Action CEO Natalie Col-
lard encouraged farmers 
to get involved.

“Let’s charge up farm 
batteries to charge up 
farm energy indepen-
dence,” said Ms Collard.

“We know batteries give 
us more energy inde-
pendence, more energy  

security, and also help 
keep our energy grid reli-
able and affordable.

“This rebate is also 
helpful for households.

“It will help put down-
ward pressure on energy 
prices because batteries 
reduce energy consump-
tion at peak times.

“Using the energy farm-
ers generate and storing 
the energy on-farm could 
save farmers thousands 
of dollars each year.

“Keeping farmers prof-
itable and productive is a 
no-brainer.

“It’s frustrating when 
the local grid goes down.

“Farmers with on-farm 
storage can choose bat-
teries to keep the farm 
running during black-
outs.

“No extra paperwork 
is required to access the 
rebate, because it will 
be delivered through 
the existing Small Scale 
Renewable Energy 
Scheme.

“The rebate is capped 
at $2.3 billion nationally 
so it could run out un-
less it’s extended.”

For more information, 
go to energy.gov.au/re-
bates/cheaper-home-bat-
teries-program.

Home upgrades to 
offer winter comfort

Charge up your batteries with a Federal 
Government farm battery rebate

Farm battery installations up to 50kw/h now eligible for a Federal 
Government rebate
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Contact us for a free no obligation quote
FOR ALL YOUR HEATING NEEDS

Nick 0421 170 827

HEATING, VENTILATION & AIR-CONDITIONING
H

M
12

54
6

            Bass Coast HVAC
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13-15 Langham Drive 
KORUMBURRA 

Phone: 5658 1818

Large range of solid fuel and gas heaters
Working models in showroom

Suppliers of:  Nectre  Heatcharm  Clean Air 
 Jindara  Eureka   Masport  Coonara

FIREWOOD

Wonthaggi Garden Supplies 
11 Inverloch Road, Wonthaggi
Phone 5672 3757

THREE OPTIONS AVAILABLE:

Get your wood supply ready now!

HM12559

 Sustainable hardwood mill ends
 Split hardwood  Redgum
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REDGUM
FIREWOOD
IRON BARK    LOCAL
    DOUBLE SPLIT
    MIXED LOADS
    15KG BAGS

“THE TRUE CUBIC M3”
HOME DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Free delivery and stacking to
Wonthaggi, Inverloch, Cape & Dalyston

Eli 
0402 632 529

Matt 
0418 341 544

Looking for 
the most cost

effective heating 
for your home?

ENERGY SAVING MADE
CLEAR AND SIMPLE

Get energy facts
before spending...

Call today for a home or business 
visit by an independent 
energy consultant and start  

saving on energy bills.

Ph: 0412 019 716
econergy@optusnet.com.au M
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Winter Warmth
THE Federal Government has announced 

a $1.8 billion extension of the Energy Bill Re-
lief Fund.

Australian households and eligible small 
businesses with electricity bills may receive 
up to $150 in Energy Bill Relief from July 1.

Rebates will be automatically applied to 
your electricity bill in two $75 quarterly in-
stalments. 

To access the Energy Bill Relief, house-
holds must hold an active electricity account 
with an energy retailer for their place of resi-
dence and use the account for domestic pur-
poses.

The first $75 instalments started in August 
2024, with further rebates applied on Octo-
ber 1 2024, January 13 2025, April 1 2025, 
July 1 2025 (energy bill relief extension) and 
October 1 2025 (energy bill relief extension).

Most households will have their energy bill 
relief applied automatically from their elec-
tricity retailer and will not be required to 
take any action.

This is on top of the existing $3.5 billion 
energy bill relief rolled out in the 2024–25 
financial year.

Under the 2024-25 program, households 
were eligible for up to $300 of energy bill re-
lief, and eligible small businesses up to $325.

Households in embedded networks such 
as caravan parks, residential communities, 
retirement villages or apartment buildings 
can apply for their Energy Bill Relief on the 
Victorian Energy Compare website.

As part of the energy bill relief extension, 
embedded network households may receive 
an additional one-off payment of $150 from 
July 1, 2025.

Embedded network customers of Energy 
Locals, Origin, Momentum and WinConnect 
will have their bill relief automatically ap-
plied via their retailer.

Rebates provide 
Energy reliefSave money this winter

DREARY weather can lead to 
the temptation of cranking up the 
heat inside.

However, this temptation can 
lead to increased energy bills and 
winter costs.

The Department of Climate 
Change, Energy, the Environ-
ment and Water offers a few sim-
ple ways to stay warm and bring 
down those household costs now.

Dressing in layers is a good 
place to start, followed by shut-
ting the doors in your house – 
costs can be brought down by 
only heating the rooms that are 
in use.

Reversible ceiling fans can be 
used strategically to complement 
your heating by dispersing hot 
air around the room.

Warm air rises and collects in a 
layer just underneath the ceiling. 

During the day, rely on natural 
light where possible.

Open your curtains when the 
sun is shining in, but be sure to 
close them before it gets dark to 
keep the warmth in. 

Likewise, use the ‘solar’ clothes 
dryer.

Whilst clothes dryers are con-
venient this time of year, it’s a 
convenience that comes at a cost.

Where possible, use the free en-
ergy from the sun and the wind 
to dry your clothes.

If you don’t have a clothesline, 
clothes racks can be put out in 
the fresh air or in front of the 
heater when in use.

Don’t give in to the temptation 
of using the shower to warm 
yourself up in the morning.

Heating your hot water can ac-
count for more than 20 per cent 
of your household energy use. 

Continue to aim for a four-min-
ute shower during this time. 

Short car trips may also be 
contributing to winter costs.

Where possible, continue to 
consider walking or cycling short 
distances to save money.

This will save money on pet-
rol, maintenance and the upfront 
costs of buying a car. 

Don’t forget to shut off all appli-
ances that aren’t in use.

Even when switched off, ap-
pliances – including televisions, 
computers and consoles – can 
account for up to three per cent 
of total energy costs by drawing 
on standby power if not turned 
off at the wall.

This is also a good time to 
think about your current energy 
provider.

Consider shopping around 
for the best deals available to 
stay warm and get your money’s 
worth.

You can contact your current 
provider to learn more about 
current deals or search for new 
options at Victorian Energy Com-
pare.

Government price comparison 
websites can also give you a bet-
ter idea of which provider offers 
the best rate.

Looking to take the morning chill off, before cranking 
up the heater on full, look to pop another layer on or 
throw a blanket over your shoulders. Photo by Adam 
Winger, Unsplash.
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Just what the 
doctor ordered

Despite its growing prevalence, three 
out of four Australians still underestimate 
how widespread diabetes is. 

This year’s National Diabetes Week 
theme “Check today for a healthier tomor-
row” is a reminder to all of us to priori-
tise health checks. Whether it’s checking 
your risk, booking a GP appointment, or 
reviewing your annual cycle of care, every 
step matters. Early detection and effective 
management of diabetes can prevent life-
altering complications. 

By talking about diabetes, encouraging 
regular checks, and supporting those af-
fected, we can all play a part in reducing 
the toll of this growing health issue.

Melina Bath, The Nationals’ Member 
for Eastern Victoria

Climate change driving prices
AUSTRALIANS are making the connec-

tion between climate change and rising 
food prices – and they’re right to. A recent 
Farmers for Climate Action poll of 1000 
Australians found that 65 per cent believe 
climate change is a major factor driving up 
food costs. They’re seeing it firsthand at 
the checkout. The Cost of Climate Change 
at the Checkout report outlines the impact: 
floods like those in Queensland, drought 
in western Victoria, destructive storms, 
and bushfires during the Black Summer 
in Gippsland and NSW. These events are 
damaging crops, disrupting supply chains, 
and leaving supermarket shelves emptier 
and prices higher.

The good news? We can act. By cutting 
emissions and investing in farm resil-
ience, we’re not just supporting farmers 
– we’re protecting generations of agricul-
tural tradition and securing Australia’s 
food future.

Ben Gebert, Stratford

Strength in inclusion
WITH the invention of the internet it 

is said we live in a global village. Others 
have commented on the so-called six de-
grees of separation to describe the inter-
connected world we now live in.

With the abandonment of the white Austra-
lia policy, we now live in a multiracial glob-
ally connected Australia. This also reflects 
the world as it is as it is not mono-cultural.  

Policies that double down on our origi-
nal mono-cultural roots when confronted 
with diversity are both bound to cause 
national stagnation and also to miss the 
opportunity to grow that comes from con-
fronting diversity. But here is the thing  
civilisations have a tendency to be us ver-
sus them. A heavy coercive law and order 
approach when frightened by a scary ‘oth-
er’ has been the go to enable tyrants since 
as long as mankind can remember.

The problem with this approach in a 
multicultural global village is that when 
we personally come face to face with the 

By Michael Giles

A COUPLE of things caught my eye 
in the past week; one of them being the 
decision by Leongatha medico Dr Chris 
Webster to make public comment on 
the impact of the mushroom murders 
on the local community, and in particu-
lar, on the health system.

The other was a seminar I attended 
in Melbourne last week on a new era in 
the development of more cost-effective, 
energy-efficient community aquatic cen-
tres.

There’s no connection between the 
two and we won’t try to make one.

First things first, and what this com-
munity does not want to see is any re-
percussions against Dr Webster for go-
ing public.

Certainly, under normal circumstanc-
es, you would expect health care profes-
sionals to respect patient confidentiality 
and leave it to others to comment on 
such events. But these are not normal 
circumstances, and many people have 
been impacted, if not traumatised by 
the events of the past two years, not 
the least being the healthcare staff who 
took care of Don, Gail, Ian and Heather, 
both here and in Melbourne.

We need to give them a leave pass on 
this one.

They were presented with a health 
emergency that no one should ever have 
to deal with and the fact that they had 
to respond with one hand tied behind 
their backs, made it terribly difficult for 
them and ultimately fatal for three of 
the victims.

Hopefully, they got any support they 
needed in the aftermath but for some-
one to step outside what is usually a 
clinically-closed environment, and give 
us some insight into their experiences 
is entirely understandable. We’re with 
you, Dr Chris.

With regard to the ridiculous cost of 
aquatic centres, up and down the lo-
cal government areas of Australia, it’s a 
crazy racket that’s simply got to stop.

And for a municipality like the Bass 
Coast Shire Council, with a vision for 
“leading the transition to our net zero 
emissions future” to get sucked into try-
ing to build two of these energy-suck-
ing Taj Mahals for aesthetic purposes 
alone, instead of looking to the future 
for a realistic, cost-effective, energy ef-
ficient solution, is hard to fathom.

Yes, we’ve wasted money on dumb de-
signs that will never be built but look 
on the bright side, we haven’t saddled 
ourselves with infrastructure we can’t 
afford.

Time to chuck those two projects 
in the bin and talk to some experts in 
the field who can introduce us to the 
world’s best practice on the develop-
ment of purpose-built shells for pool 
complexes, instead of trying to con-
struct an office building that a pool 
might somehow fit inside.

heavily vilified ‘other’, they are often not 
nearly as scary as you have been led to 
think.

As a former Mayor of Greater Dandenong, 
I have met people from many, many different 
backgrounds and from all over the globe and 
none of them were particularly scary. 

Australia needs to work at including peo-
ple who are different.  If we do we will find 
they are both not scary, generous and of-
ten insightful. Some people think a return 
to the good old days ‘ie.’ a British world 
view is the answer.  To which I say assimi-
lation whilst perhaps superficially attrac-
tive is a form of both denial and is cruel 
on the ‘other’ and ultimately self-limiting.

Kevin Walsh RFD, Cape Paterson

Alternative to hard solutions
I AM currently in Bali at Kuta beach 

somewhere I have been visiting for over 
40 years. Specifically the true Kuta end 
Poppies 1 and 2. This is one of the most 
famous strips of sand in the world for 
tourism, surfing and beach amenity i.e. 
walking, sun baking, etc.

In recent times because of erosion many 
reasons why this may have occurred but 
most likely its decisions made to protect 
infrastructure further up the beach. A 
hard rock wall has been put in place.

Within four years there is no sand left, 
all the beach is never dry, surfing has been 
destroyed and the sand that is still there is 
hard and steep and the economic impact 
has been massive to vendors, surf schools 
and tourism.

It is my strong belief as a 45 plus year resi-
dent who has much of their recreational life 
based around the beach amenity and waves 
of our main beach that we must do every-
thing we can to save our beach, but the hard 
solution must be the last possible option.

Please we should try what is planned for 
September/October but that shouldn’t be 
the end, try an artificial reef, permanent 
sand pumping, realignment of the inlet 
channel to recreate the easterly drift and 
so many other possible less hard options.
Max Wells, Inverloch 

Planning submissions and 
open government

I READ with interest your story regard-
ing the relocation of the planning submis-
sion from Meeniyan to Korumburra. What 
the council does not address is those pub-
lic responders who were unavailable to 
an attend at the original date and place in 
Meeniyan have not been given the option 
to attend at the new venue and time.

You state that the public submissions to 
council are not to be open to the public, 
how does this comply with the planning 
submission application as posted in your 
paper, shown below.

The planning application statement:

The planning authority must make a 
copy of every submission available at its 
office and/or its website for any person to 
inspect free of charge until the end of the 
two months after the amendment comes 
into operation or lapses.

It states every submission in the applica-
tion, which by definition includes verbal 
submissions. i.e.. public disclosure and 
open government guidelines. Will report-
ers from your paper be able to attend? 
Elsewhere this appears to be the case, 
why not in South Gippsland?

Harry Prosser, Korumburra Korum-
burra Senior Citizens

Woke agenda had  
its day, he says

YOUR editorial commentary on some 
community reaction to the Ngangga Fes-
tival in the letters section of your July 8 
edition seems to assume that the inevita-
ble and predetermined arrow of history is 
somehow linear in its quasi-Marxist race 
notion of ‘progress’… and that the rest of 
us just have to suck it up and recognise 
that our ideological betters know best.

That sounds delusional from where over 
60 per cent of the electorate were coming 
from when they threw out ‘The Voice’ ref-
erendum only 22 months ago.

Clearly, the Woke Ascendancy at all lev-
els of governance that sponsored ‘The 
Voice’ seems not just to be tin-eared on 
this, but has learned nothing, and blithely 
continues to roll out its agenda on a magic 
carpet of not ‘justice’ so much as mindless 
political vanity and conceit.

Their Woke race/civilisational narrative 
doesn’t cut much ice with a majority of your 
readers. It isn’t just that they don’t agree. 
They are losing patience with political and 
cultural leaders who just don’t listen. And 
the proposed state government ‘treaty’ is 
just what it will take to raise a majority con-
stituency to vote for a drover’s dog rather 
than the ALP at the next state election.

If you haven’t noticed, throughout the 
Western world, there is a very substantial 
movement against both the sexual and 
race narratives that have been run out of 
university humanities departments over 
the last 50 years, whose ex-students now 
dominate the means of social reproduc-
tion and administration.

There is a very good chance that a lot of 
that ascendancy won’t be running anything 
in the next 10 years. And then we will really 
get to see for whom the bell tolls and who 
ends up in the rubbish tip of history.

Christopher Eastman-Nagle, Grantville.

Concise reporting
AGED 68, I have been reading news-

papers for over 60 years. Except for the 
headline ‘Mushroom murderer guilty of 
all charges’, The Sentinel-Times, July 8, 
2025, the court report at page three is one 
of the most concise that I have read.

Nicholas Green, Inverloch

Get checked, Diabetes Week
AS WE approach National Diabetes 

Week it’s the perfect time to educate our-
selves on the growing impact of diabetes 
in our community and what can be done 
to improve our health outcomes.

Diabetes is now one of the leading driv-
ers of serious health issues across eastern 
Victoria, behind only cardiovascular dis-
ease and cancer. 

People living with diabetes are significantly 
more likely to suffer heart attacks or strokes, 
and the condition is a leading cause of blind-
ness, kidney failure and amputation.

Diabetes impacts families, communi-
ties, and our healthcare system. 

What is your favourite activity these school holidays?
Vox Pop

Holly Pace
Cowes
“Feeding the baby joey at the 
wildlife cruise and coming to 
the library activities.”

Audrey Strange
Boronia
“I really like bowling and 
crafting.”

Luca Strange
Boronia 
“I love the painting.”

Fox Richardson-Wild
Fish Creek
“I liked the weaving and 
pottery.”
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With heaters humming and festive cheer 
in full swing, the Kirrak Room at Wonthaggi 
Workmen’s Club transformed into a cosy 
haven for the Bass Coast Ladies Auxiliary’s 
Christmas in July Market last Friday.

In just a couple of hours, more than $680 
was raised toward the purchase of six 
much-needed syringe drivers for Armitage 
House, replacing ageing pumps currently in 
use. The fundraising effort was supported 
by a delightful array of raffle prizes kindly 
donated by CWA Night Owls Drouin, Bun-
nings, and Townsend Nursery Wonthaggi.

The BCH Ladies Auxiliary is a dedicated 
group of sewers, knitters, and hospital vol-
unteers, lending their talents to the day sur-
gery centre and regularly meeting for a cup-
pa and lunch at the Workmen’s Club. New 
members are always welcome to join this 
passionate and community-minded team.

Next up on the auxiliary’s fundraising cal-
endar is a Bunnings sausage sizzle over Cup 
Weekend, followed by the ever-popular an-
nual fete on November 8.

WONTHAGGI’S rich and fascinating ear-
ly history has come to life in recent weeks 
thanks to the captivating storytelling of lo-
cal historian Sebastian J. ‘Sam’ Gatto.

Sam has been leading a popular class 
through Wonthaggi U3A, offering partici-
pants an in-depth and engaging look at the 
town’s beginnings. Drawing on a wealth of 
primary sources – many rarely seen by the 
public – Sam has not only provided a his-
torical overview but has brought the stories 
of Wonthaggi’s early residents vividly to life.

His presentations have focused on the 
human experiences behind the town’s de-
velopment, making history feel personal, 
relevant, and alive. To cap off the course, 
Sam will personally lead a walking tour of 
key historical sites around Wonthaggi.

Tour Details:
Date: Wednesday, July 23
Time: 1.30pm – 3.30pm (approx.)
Starting Point: Wonthaggi and District 

Historical Society, Murray Street, Wont-
haggi

You are welcome to join this unique op-
portunity to walk through history and 
learn more about the people and events 
that shaped Wonthaggi.

Images of the past set to 
spring to life in Leongatha

LEONGATHA & District Historical Society 
is pleased it can press on with digitisation 
and mounting of photos in its collection, with 
assistance from the Public Record Office Vic-
toria. The Society applied for a grant, secur-
ing $1158, with its secretary Lyn Skillern 
telling the Sentinel-Times what the funding 
will help accomplish.

“Back in the 1980s, we had a large num-
ber of photographs printed and mounted, 
and they’re getting very tatty, so we’re going 
to scan the photographs, and enhance them 
if they need it,” she said, with the images to 
then be mounted.

All images will be catalogued in the Histori-
cal Society’s digital collection, enabling them 
to be easily found.

Lyn said the organisation has recently ac-
quired some additional glass photographic 
negatives, with images from them to be digi-
tised, printed and mounted.

The Historical Society has some glass neg-
atives in its collection from the 1940s but 
many are from much earlier. While the fund-
ing is much appreciated, it won’t cover the 
entire project cost.

“With a lot of these sorts of things, you get 
some money and you do as much as you can 
with it,” Lyn said, with the need to then seek 
further funding.

Member for Gippsland South Danny 
O’Brien spoke of the importance of local his-
torical societies.

“The dedicated volunteers, like those at  
Leongatha & District Historical Society do an 
incredible job capturing stories, images and 
documents that might otherwise be lost,” he 
said, adding he looks forward to seeing the 
results of the current Leongatha photo proj-
ect. For more information visit prov.vic.gov.
au/community/grants-and-awards.

Successful fundraiser 
amid chilly weather

Discover Wonthaggi’s 
hidden past with local 
historian Sam Gatto

Footloose launches in 
spectacular fashion

FOOTLOOSE proved the 
perfect way to spend a win-
ter’s night, a large audience 
loving the colour and energy 
of Friday’s opening perfor-
mance at the Leongatha Me-
morial Hall.

While the whole cast delight-
ed, nothing could upstage the 
brief but memorable appear-
ance of assistant director Jo-
nah van Stekelenburg, some-
thing you really need to see 
for yourself.

Sentinel-Times caught up 
with a couple of the lead per-
formers just before the show, 
Aoife O’Connell, who plays Ar-
iel Moore and Felix Fothergill 
in the role of Willard Hewitt, 
both ready for the singing and 
dancing to get going.

Aoife said the dancing is 
the most challenging aspect 
of Footloose for her, but you 
wouldn’t have known it with 
the confidence she showed on 
stage, the young talent credit-
ing the guidance the cast re-
ceived.

“Emily’s an amazing cho-
reographer,” she said of for-
mer professional dancer 
and dance studio owner Em-
ily Laughlin, also highlighting 
the supportive and inclusive 
environment Lyric Theatre 
provides.

For Felix, assuming the 
character of Willard was the 
aspect he had to work hard-
est at, that effort paying off on 
the night.

“I’m not a naturally con-
fident person and Willard 
channels a lot of confidence 
but also some vulnerability,” 
Felix said, his performance 
striking the right balance.

Director Brad Beach was re-
laxed on the night, confident 
in the work the cast and crew 
had put in and the guidance of 
stage manager Alanna Besley.

He explained Alanna is in 
control of everything during 
the show, providing instruc-
tions on lighting, what needs 
to be moved on stage, sound 
effects and other aspects of 
the production.

“That’s why we have rehears-
als,” Alanna said when asked 
if she was feeling confident in 
carrying out so many respon-
sibilities, noting it is a team ef-
fort, with over 100 volunteers 
contributing to the show.

“We had a really good pre-
view run last night,” she said, 
helping explain her calm de-
meanour.

While the action appears 
spontaneous, a lot of effort 
goes into getting the moves 
and timing right, with large 
numbers of dancers on stage 
at times and various obsta-
cles to negotiate.

“Every movement is choreo-
graphed to the nth degree,” 
Director Brad said, with that 
applying equally to dancers 
and props such as stairs.

Although fun is a huge part 
of the show, Footloose deliv-
ers some serious messages 
in relation to issues such as 
the treatment of women and 
girls and giving young people 
a say in running their lives, 
but it never gets bogged down 
in heavy moments.

You don’t have to recall the 
1980s to enjoy the show, but 
popular musical numbers, 
particularly the title track, 
bring back fond memories for 
those who do.

A large flash mob added to 
the spectacle, dancing in the 
aisles and encouraging audi-
ence members to get involved, 
that element of the produc-
tion offering further opportu-
nities for young people to be 
part of the action. 

Cast, crew and attendees 
mingled after the show, enjoy-
ing tasty sweet and savoury 
items while reflecting on their 
favourite moments.

There was even a vibrant co-
loured Footloose cake in cel-
ebration of the opening night.

Leongatha Lyric Theatre 
President and Production 
Manager for Footloose, Bron 
Beach, thanked the “amazing 
bunch of volunteers and all 
the cast and crew” who made 
the production a success.

Brad praised the audience 
as well as the cast and crew.

If you weren’t part of the ac-
tion, or you loved it so much 
you want to go again, the fun 
continues from Thursday, 
July 17, with tickets selling 
well but still available for that 
and eight other performances 
including three matinees.

Visit leongathalyric.com.au 
for session times and to book 
tickets.

By Andrew Paloczi

Volunteers are ready to look after attendees at the opening performance of Footloose. 
A36_2825

Mary McKillop Catholic Regional College have jumped in on the action with students and 
teachers involved, back from left: Tayla Atyeo Peters, Coby Fowles, Nic Vitetta, Taine Lowe, 
Meg Doherty, Thomas Hyland, Laura Muranty, front row: Clover Cocks, Jenna Lawrie, Alex 
Beach, Kaiya Muranty and Zara Gannon.

Aoife O’Connell as Ariel Moore and Felix Fothergill as 
Willard Hewitt are among the energetic lead performers in 
Leongatha Lyric Theatre group’s production of Footloose. 
A33_2825

Stage Manager Alanna Besley and Choreographer Emily 
Laughlin at Friday’s opening night performance. A34_2825



32   |   TUESDAY, JULY 15, 2025   |   SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES 

VETERAN ADVOCACY 
CENTRE,
BORONIA

WHEN ~ SUNDAY 17th of August 2025 
@ THE INLET HOTEL, INVERLOCH 3995 2.30pm Till Late. 

SUNDAY SESSIONS 

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY - THE INLET HOTEL, CLANCY’S PRINTING SERVICE, INVERLOCH 
COMMUNITY HUB, TERRY WHITE LEONGATHA, THE SENTINEL TIMES, BASS COAST RADIO, 
CALABRIA WINES, NONNAS BAKERY, INVERLOCH RSL, VETERAN ADVOCACY CENTRE - 
BORONIA

RAISING AWARENESS ABOUT VETERAN SUICIDE, HOMELESSNESS 
& ADDICTION IN THE VETERAN & FARMING COMMUNITIES

Bookings - 03 5674 1481

FREE ENTRY - BUT ANY DONATIONS TO HELP THIS CAUSE WILL BE APPRECIATED.
ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTABLE. 

AUSTRALIA’S FAVOURITE X-FACTOR WINNER

REECE MASTIN
      With TRISTAN ROSS 
& NO PROMISES ~ Also Appearing Tony Sergi

VETERAN ADVOCACY 
CENTRE,
BORONIA

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY - THE INLET HOTEL, CLANCY’S PRINTING SERVICE, 
INVERLOCH COMMUNITY HUB, TERRY WHITE LEONGATHA, THE SENTINEL 
TIMES, BASS COAST RADIO, CALABRIA WINES, NONNAS BAKERY, INVERLOCH 
RSL, VETERAN ADVOCACY CENTRE - BORONIA

Bookings - 03 56741481

PROUDLY SUPPORTING 
VETERAN & FARMING 
COMMUNITIES.  

SUNDAY SESSIONS 
AT 

THE INLET HOTEL, INVERLOCH.

SUNDAY 20 JULY - TRISTAN ROSS, ERIC COLLIER AND 
JANINE GARVEY - OPEN MIKE - All Welcome 

SUNDAY 17 AUG - AUSTRALIA’S FAVOURITE 
X-FACTOR WINNER - REECE MASTIN 

SUMMER SUNDAYS TO INCLUDE

•  DALE RYDER 

•  JAMES REYNE

•  CHOCOLATE STARFISH 

FREE ENTRY - BUT ANY DONATIONS TO HELP THIS CAUSE WILL BE APPRECIATED.  
ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTABLE, .GOING TOWARDS FREE FOOD 

&  A DRINK FOR ANY VETERAN OR FARMER IN NEED. JUST ASK FOR “HOOTS”

LIVE MUSIC EVERY SUNDAY AT THE INLET 
 2.30PM Till LATE.

RAISING AWARENESS ABOUT SUICIDE, 
ADDICTION AND HOMELESSNESS. 

What’s on YOUR LOCAL GUIDE TO ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

IN THE era where challenges 
of mental health, addiction, and 
homelessness are becoming in-
creasingly visible, communities are 
stepping up to take action. 

On Sunday, July 20, The Inlet Ho-
tel, Inverloch, are hosting Sunday 
Sessions, with artists Tristan Ross, 
Eric Collier, and Janine Garvey per-
forming live, before welcoming the 
public on stage for open mic night. 

The Inlet Hotel are providing a 
platform to address these issues, 
with all proceeds supporting the 
veteran advocacy centre, Boronia, 
managed by secretary and lead ad-
vocate Mick Quinn and his wife and 
treasurer Fiona Quinn – a centre, 
which has been an incorporated 
association since 2003, providing 
welfare assistance, DVA system 
processing, and repatriation ser-
vices for veterans. 

“We did the call for the Royal 
Commission in 2014, leading to 
significant procedural changes and 
improved support for veterans,” 
said Mick. 

“Procedurally, within the depart-
ment, things have changed. The 
department’s approach towards 
dealing with veterans has shifted. 
It’s become much less adversarial, 
and the centre is providing compre-
hensive support for those in need.” 

The centre assists veterans with 
medical treatment, helps with their 
claims into the system, ensures 
compensation and treatment, as 
well as runs a food bank for those 
facing financial hardship and 
homelessness. 

“We top people up with food. We 
may even cover their rent or what-
ever costs they have, while we’re 
putting them through the system 
to get them compensated,” said 
Mick. 

The free event encourages dona-
tions, and attending the event pro-
vides an opportunity to not only 
enjoy live music but also to en-
gage in meaningful conversations 
about these pressing issues. 

Help ignite change at The Inlet 
Hotel, Inverloch on Sunday, July 
20 and Sunday, August 17, with 
famed artist Reece Mastin mak-
ing a regional appearance. Call 03 
5674 1481 to make a booking. 

Raising awareness for veterans  
with Sunday Sessions at The Inlet 

Tristan Ross will perform live 
at The Inlet Hotel, Inverloch, on 
Sunday, July 20, for a Sunday 
Session that’s supporting 
veterans facing suicide and 
homelessness.

GET ready for a spec-
tacular weekend of music, 
rhythm and community as 
the Inverloch Jazz Festival 
returns from Friday, August 
1 to Sunday, August 3. The 
program is out now, and this 
is your cue to secure your 
spot, tickets are selling fast, 
and you won’t want to miss 
a beat!

This beloved winter event 
will transform the beauti-
ful seaside village of Inver-
loch into a vibrant jazz hub, 
showcasing over 35 bands 
and 150+ musicians across 
four indoor venues all within 
easy walking distance. The 
lineup is a smorgasbord of 
styles: from trad jazz and 
bebop to Latin, funk, swing, 
big band and modern jazz. 

There’s something for every 
music lover; whether you’re a 
seasoned jazz fan or new to 
the scene.

Performance highlights in-
clude:
• �The Great Composers, fea-

turing the best of “Anything 
Goes,” “Summertime,” and 
“Over the Rainbow”.

• �Ladies Be Good, bringing 
playful, high-energy vocals 
and vibrant arrangements.

• �Teen Town, a powerhouse 
of talent featuring some of 
Australia’s most respected 
jazz musicians.

• �Arandù, a vibrant fusion of 
jazz, Afro-Cuban rhythms, 
and pop culture from Mel-
bourne. Their electrifying 
sound blends traditional 
Latin music with soulful  

modern jazz melodies, 
promising a dynamic per-
formance that will leave au-
diences spellbound.
Tickets start from just $65 

per session or $130 for a full 
weekend pass.

Get your tickets now at in-
verlochjazzfestival.com.

Between sets, explore In-
verloch’s boutique shopping, 
cosy cafés, wineries and wind-
swept coastal trails. Just two 
hours from Melbourne, this 
is the ultimate winter escape 
filled with smooth sounds, 
seaside charm and unforget-
table musical moments.

Don’t miss your chance to 
be part of this milestone cele-
bration – book your pass and 
plan your Inverloch weekend 
getaway today!

Program out for 31st Inverloch Jazz Festival
31 years of jazz by the sea will be celebrated in Inverloch this August.
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22 July - 31 August
Opening  Celebrations
27 JULY  1-3pm  -  All Welcome

‘INTANGIBLE’ Exhibition 
Linda Shaw

Uncover the elusive.
Find your meaning in
the ambiguous artworks 
Linda Shaw’s INTANGIBLE

Visit us The Centennial Centre,  
 1 Bent Street, Wonthaggi
ONLINE    www.artspacewonthaggi.com.au
BY PHONE    5672 5767
BY EMAIL    artspacewonthaggipresident@gmail.com
OPEN    Seven days a week 11am to 3 pm
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W o n t h a g g i

ArtSpaceWonthaggi

Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club, 75 Graham Street
Come and join in the laughs at South Coast FM Bingo

 RAFFLES  DOOR PRIZES 

JA
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48
6

WEDNESDAY 1pm - 3pm
THURSDAY 7pm - 9pm

WONTHAGGIWONTHAGGI

What’s on YOUR LOCAL GUIDE TO ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

By Meg Viney

MY SON came back from In-
dia with a little book ‘Punjabi 
cooking’ – really authentic, I 
had to look up the names of 
lots of ingredients. So Dhal is 
a lentil dish, saag is spinach, 
and moong are yellow lentils.

This dish is real comfort 
food. Any leftover would be 
a filling for an Indian bread. 
The reason the lentils are 
washed is to rid them of the 
lectin which is a protein that 
binds to carbohydrates and 
makes them indigestible.

Ingredients
• �1 cup moong (yellow lentils)
• �500 gm spinach, finely 

chopped
• �2 cups water
• �1 onion, chopped
• �1 tsp cumin
• �½ tsp turmeric
• �1 tsp garam masala
• �2 tbsp ghee (we would use 

butter)
• �½ tsp crushed chillies
• �1 tsp crushed ginger (or 

fresh)
Method

Clean and wash the lentils 
and boil with water, pinch of 
salt, chillies and turmeric. 
Cook 10 minutes, then add 
the chopped spinach. Cook 
until the liquid has reduced.

In a small saucepan melt 
the butter and add the cumin 
to allow it to become aromat-
ic then add onion and ginger 
and fry until golden.

Stir into the dhal with the 
garam masala, cook another 
few minutes, stirring so it 
does not stick. Add a knob 
of butter and serve hot with 
chapati.

Dhal Saag
Lentils with spinach

Reflecting on the futility of 
war through music and poetry

THE MSO Chamber Orches-
tra will present an exclusive 
Union Theatre Centenary event 
featuring works by some of the 
great classical composers in-
cluding Debussy, Britten, Bo-
gle and Webern in their single 
regional performance.

The program has been care-
fully curated by Melbourne 
Symphony Orchestra (MSO) 
lead violinist Sarah Curro and 
features special guest, actor 
Dennis Coard presenting an 
inspiring balm of music and 
words, entitled The Poetry of 
War.

The program, which explores 
the human response to the fu-
tility of war has been thrum-
ming along in Sarah Curro’s 
consciousness since she was 
a teenager and played a piece 
called The War Requiem by 
Benjamin Britt, which was 
programmed by her father for 
the Queensland Youth Orches-
tra.

Britten was a twentieth-cen-
tury English composer and 
he wrote The War Requiem as 
a protest against war, using a 
Latin requiem mass text and 
Wilfred Owen’s work – a poet, 
who died in the trenches in the 
First World War.

The piece of music has 
choirs, children’s choirs and 
a soprano, and is a big, epic 
event, that is depressing,  

jarring, hard to listen to, and 
not very well-liked, according 
to Ms Curro.

“Ever since playing that piece, 
it’s just led me to this place of, 
oh my god, war is just so toxic 
and so horrific and music can 
be this amazing thing which 
can help warn people of the 
dangers of war, the tragedy of 
war and all that.”

Ms Curro’s long-held fasci-
nation with the piece of music 
has slowly developed into this 
thoughtful and timely pro-
gram, which uses both music 
and poetry that emerged in 
times of war, or because of it.

Actor Dennis Coard will be 
reading the chosen poems and 
song lyrics from World War I, 
World War II and the Vietnam 
War, in between the pieces of 
music.

The musical arrangements 
have been chosen not to tell a 
traditional kind of story, but 
instead, to help the audience 
reflect, question, and try to 
make sense of the unimagi-
nable.

“I haven’t tried to assemble 
the most jarring, horrific mu-
sic. I’ve tried to provide some 
French music to evoke France, 
some English music to evoke 
England. Some songs that 
were written in the 60s, 70s 
for the Vietnam War. I’ve tried 
to create musical atmospheres 

to enhance these poems,” ex-
plained Ms Curro.  

It’s a straight-through dra-
matic piece, more like a the-
atre experience and while it’s 
an unusual format for MSO’s 
Chamber series, Ms Curro 
has successfully programmed 
a similar performance in the 
past.  

The Brontes: A Life in Let-
ters, was a program where di-
ary pages of the Bronte sisters 
were read by Helen Morse and 
this was interspersed with mu-
sic from around the time of the 
Bronte sisters.

“I’m always interested in 
bringing the spoken word into 
a concert, and it’s not all I do, 
but it’s what I’m particularly 
interested in. So, anything I 
can do to bring in that kind of 
thing into what I do, I take the 
chance.”

Older audience members will 
recognise memorable and fa-
mous old war songs like Pack 
Up Your Troubles in Your Old 
Kit Bag and We’ll Meet Again 
and if not, the beauty of the in-
strumental arrangement is set 
to be profoundly enjoyable. 

“It’s not esoteric, it’s not 
modern, it’s just beautiful mu-
sic paired with meaningful war 
poetry from all sorts of points 
of view,” explained Ms Curro.

“This isn’t a political state-
ment. This is just antiwar  

in general.
“This show is a reminder of 

the tragedy, the sadness, the 
waste and the reflection we all 
need, every time something 
happens. We need to reflect 
and just say no more.” 

The Melbourne Symphony 
Orchestra will present the 
MSO Chamber Orchestra pro-
gram The Poetry of War on 
Saturday, August 2, 2.30pm at 
The Union Theatre, Wonthaggi. 

BACK by popular demand 
The Syncopators will be per-
forming at Phillip Island Bowl-
ing Club on July 20 from 2pm 
to 4.30pm. 

The Synopators has six of 
the finest musicians in Aus-
tralia and without doubt they 
are considered to be one of the 
best show bands in the country. 
If you only see one group for 
2025 you will leave amazed at 
their organisation and control. 

The members of the group 
are Chris Ludowyk leader and 
trombone, Peter Gaudion on 
trumpet and vocals, Richard 
Miller on reeds, James Clark 
on bass, Steven Grant on key-
boards and Rod Gilbert on 

drums. Originally titled as The 
Society Syncopators and more 
recently The Syncopators. 

We are really looking forward 
to the return of this fantastic 
group The Syncopators. Every-
where they perform the bring 
large fun-loving audiences to 
see them and we will expect 
that this will be similar in July. 

We recommend that you 
book early, if possible, which 
gives us an idea on how many 
tables and chairs we need for 
the day.

Tickets are $20 for members 
and $25 for visitors.

For more information please 
contact: Jill Boyce on 0417 
416 300

The Syncopators to wow Phillip Island audiences

Check out The Syncopators this weekend at Phillip Island Jazz. 

Sarah Curro, lead MSO 
violinist has curated an 
inspiring balm of music and 
words reflecting on war, 
which will be performed in 
Wonthaggi this August. Photo: 
ReVerse Butcher.
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Bass Coast Health volunteer Lynne 
Steer purchases some delicious 
handmade preserves from Vicki 
Villella. C02_2825

Holistic clinical nutritionist Heike 
Hohaus was happy to be back at this 
year’s market and proud to support 
her neighbour who is one of the 
organisers. C03_2825

Artist Laurita Thomas, and Chris 
Seymour, were proudly selling Laurita’s 
artwork which included an array of 
products from hair scrunchies to cheese 
boards and earrings. After last week’s 
successful Ngangga Festival Laurita’s 
products have since been picked up for 
retail sale. C04_2825

Stacy and Vicky were busy checking out 
the market at lunchtime, with Vicky 
fi nding out about the event from close 
friend and stallholder Vicki Villella. 
C05_2825

Friends Kevin Wayland and Sue 
Tattersall jumped in a quick picture 
for the paper after spotting each 
other in the crowd. C06_2825

Elsie and Grace Wyatt participate in 
the NAIDOC Week puppet making 
session in Leongatha. A04_2825

Matilda, Emily and Oscar Sherriff  are 
delighted to get out of the house on 
a dreary day and take part in the 
NAIDOC Week puppet making activity 
at Leongatha Library. A05_2825

Marianna Lolas and Hannah and 
Jack Matthews don’t miss any Leon-
gatha Lyric Theatre shows. A38_2825

Murray and Glenys Castle of 
Inverloch await the opening night 
performance of Footloose, being big 
fans of live productions. A37_2825

Three generations come together 
at the Myli Library in Wonthaggi, 
as Sarah, Holly and Rosemary Pace 
enjoy making traditional Japanese 
paper kites. W05_2825

Blair and Nicole were proudly selling 
Nicole’s handmade soy candles and 
melts at the market. The smell was 
delicious! C07_2825

Audrey and Luca Strange spend 
time with their grandmother, Chris 
Strange, at the Myli Library in 
Wonthaggi. W06_2825

Dr Chels Marshall and Natalia 
Baechtold delved into the importance 
of cultural knowledge systems, and 
how their incredible work will help 
shape the cultural landscape, in this 
instance between the Sea Country 
and Land Country. C08_2825

Fox Richardson-Wild and her father, 
Luke Richardson after making some 
Japanese paper kites. W07_2825

Eevee, Jaxen and Emma Parkes 
enjoy the NAIDOC Week puppet 
making session at Leongatha Library. 
A03_2825

Jemima Stephens and her children, 
Ringo and baby Elma, enjoy the school 
holiday activities at the Wonthaggi 
Library. W08_2825

Sentinel-Times
>>> ORDER THESE AND OTHER PHOTOS 5672 1888

Pictures of you and your friends at
Island Whale Festival, Bass Coast Auxiliary July Christmas 
Market, Japanese kite making at Myli Library Wonthaggi,

NAIDOC Week puppet making at Leongatha Library
and the opening night of Footloose

at Leongatha Library. 

Jack Matthews don’t miss any Leon-
gatha Lyric Theatre shows. 

Sentinel-Times

Raye Tucker (auxiliary president), Phoenix, and Kerry Redmond 

(volunteer and fundraising manager) welcomed guests at the door of 

the Bass Coast Auxiliary’s July Christmas Market. C01_2825
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38-40 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi   |  5672 1833 
www.raywhitewonthaggi.com.au

YOUNG FAMILY: 
Looking to buy an affordable home with room for their kids to play. 

 Prepared to pay between $450,000 - $520,000

RETIREE: 
Couple downsizing require well maintained unit within walking 

distance to main street, low maintenance & prefer brick.  
Ready to inspect.  $420,000 - $480,000.

FAMILY RELOCATING: 
Modern 3/4 bedroom brick home, 2 bathrooms with double garage.  

Have sold & require immediate inspection.  
$600,000 - $660,000.

INVESTOR: 
Needs older style house on a large block with subdivision potential.  

Cashed up & ready to buy. 
Will spend $550,000 - $600,000.

These are genuine buyers and requests.
If you can assist, please don’t hesitate to call

us at Ray White Wonthaggi 5672 1833.

URGENT 
WANTED TO BUY

Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

AUSTRALIAN Council 
of Social Service (ACOSS) 
is deeply disappointed by 
the Reserve Bank of Aus-
tralia’s decision to leave 
interest rates on hold, say-
ing there is a missed cru-
cial opportunity to deliver 
relief to millions of people 
doing it tough.

“Today’s (Tuesday, July 
8) decision is a blow for 
millions of people in Aus-
tralia on low and modest 
incomes who are strug-
gling to cover the basics,” 
ACOSS acting CEO Jac-
queline Phillips said.

“It means that it will take 
longer to restore growth in 
jobs and wages after a de-
cade of stagnation.

“With inflation now well 
within the target range, 
there is no justification for 
keeping rates at punish-
ingly high levels. Economic 
conditions clearly sup-
port rate reductions and 
the RBA’s inaction today 
means people will contin-
ue to struggle.

“Low unemployment is 
not causing inflation and 
should be celebrated. 
With job vacancies declin-
ing, unemployment will 
rise further unless inter-
est rates are reduced. The 
longer rates remain high, 
the greater the risk that un-
employment will rise and 
more households will be 
pushed to the brink.”

ACOSS says the govern-
ment also has a role to play 
in providing relief and re-
ducing financial pressure 
beyond decisions taken by 
the RBA.

“We need effective action 
to lift incomes and ease 
cost pressures for strug-
gling households,” Ms 
Phillips said.

“We are calling for an ur-
gent increase to social se-
curity payments to lift the 
incomes of those with the 
least, as well as further in-
vestment in social housing 
and home energy upgrades 
for low-income homes to 
improve housing afford-
ability and lower energy 
bills.” 

Rates on hold at punishingly high levels

ACOSS acting CEO Jacqueline Phillips has voiced her concern following 
the RBA’s decision to hold interest rates, urging urgent support for struggling 
households amid rising financial pressures. File photo.

BASS COAST ADULT LEARNING
DATES for Term 3 courses are on 

the website now and the winter Course 
Guide will be distributed soon. 

Term 3 features mid-year intakes for 
Certificate III in Horticulture and the 
Hairdressing course, Certificate II in 
Salon Assistant. Enrolments are being 
taken for both courses right now. 

Recently the Hospitality Job Ready 
Skills course for under-25s welcomed 
18 participants. The one-day course cov-
ered barista skills, safe food handling, 
and job applications. 

The Friday Care Economy course is go-
ing great. Recently, some students have 
been working on citizenship tests and 
practising workplace conversation. Oth-
ers have been researching volunteering 
opportunities, expanding networks, and 
doing self-esteem activities. This will all 
be continuing in Term 3. 

For more information on all BCAL’s 
courses and services, please visit bcal.
vic.edu.au or call 5672 3115 to learn 
more. 

 WONTHAGGI 
COMMUNITY GARDEN
A visitor to the garden last week was 

new to South Gippsland and to veggie 
growing.

Volunteers were glad to put aside their 
tools for a while, to guide her around the 
garden’s plots, checking out what veg 
was doing well and answering questions 
about getting started.

She was also interested in the garden’s 
composting system, as well as environ-
mentally friendly pest control. Lots of 

food for thought. And photos to help re-
member it all.

A visit to the community garden is a 
useful starting point for new residents 
and local folk who want to grow their 
own produce: a real-world example that 
shows it can be done.

For more community garden informa-
tion contact tgordon@westnet.com.au 
or BCAL on 56723115. Visitors are wel-
come on Thursdays from 10am to noon, 
when volunteers get together.

   WONTHAGGI WOODCRAFTERS
The Woodies love it when a member 

has a clean-out, because they get the 
spoils. 

Last Friday, a member who was tidy-
ing up her shed brought some timber 
in for the members to share. Most of it 
was labelled and dated, making it easy 
to identify what was ready to work on. 

“Ooh, I like that! Look at the colours!” 
one member exclaimed as he picked 
up a piece of acacia and immediately 
started getting ideas about what to do 
with it. 

Woodcrafting groups are a bring-and-
share experience, whether it’s knowl-
edge, tools, or materials. 

For more information, visit wonthag-
giwoodcrafters.com.au or pop into the 
workshop.

239 White Rd, Wonthaggi  PH: (03) 5672 3115  www.bcal.vic.edu.au     

MILPARA is currently closed over the 
school holiday period and will re-open 
on Monday, July 21.

Keep your eye out for our Term 3 
timetable, which should be in local 
mailboxes this week. A digital copy is 
available online through our website: 
milparacommunityhouse.org.au and 
will also be emailed out to those who 
have joined our mailing list.

Milpara invites you to join our free Be 
Connected – Tech Information weekly 
Sessions, Tuesdays from 4pm to 5pm 
starting July 22. Held in small groups 
with opportunities for one-on-one sup-
port, the sessions are designed to be 
welcoming, practical, and paced to suit 
your comfort level. It’s free, relaxed, 
and no prior tech skills are needed! 
Come along, have a cuppa, meet oth-
ers, and learn something new that will 
help you stay connected in today’s digi-
tal world.

Milpara Community House is more 
than just a place to learn – it’s a trusted 
local hub offering support when times 
get tough. If you’re facing food insecu-
rity, our Emergency Food Bank is here 

to help in a safe, respectful, and non-
judgmental space. Drop in for assis-
tance on Monday, Tuesday, or Thurs-
day between 10am and 1pm, or contact 
us to make an appointment. Remem-
ber to bring your own bags!

Have extra produce from the garden? 
Our Community Produce Table grate-
fully accepts donations of fresh, home-
grown fruit and vegetables – every item 
shared helps a neighbour in need.

Need help with government services? 
Our Services Australia Agent is avail-
able at Milpara to assist you:

Mondays and Thursdays: 10am – 1pm
Tuesdays and Wednesdays: 9.30am – 

2pm
Find us at the lower level of the Ko-

rumburra Community Hub, or online 
at milparacommunityhouse.org.au or 
call 5655 2524 to learn more or book 
a session.

15 Little Commercial Street, Korumburra  
PH: (03) 5655 2524  www.milparacommunityhouse.org.au    

MILPARA COMMUNITY HOUSE

NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE 
& ADULT LEARNING NEWS
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Your local 
Real Estate & 

Livestock Specialists
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KORUMBURRA 

WALKERVILLE

•   Storage Unit Complex (58)
• Prime position Exc. occupancy 
• Fully equipped services
• 2241 SQM with 5 titles
• Lucrative return on investment

•   Front row location opp. 
coastal reserve

• Fenced with LU garage / workshop
• 3 bed, family room or 4th bedroom
• RC/AC, decks & rear patio

SOLD

$695,000

Contact Irene Walker 0429 045 632

Contact Andrea Adams 0429 822 801

IRENE WALKER
0429 045 632

iwalker@sej.com.au

LEONGATHA
Ph 5662 4033

ANDREA ADAMS
0429 822 801

aadams@sej.com.au

FOSTER 
Ph 5682 2800www.sej.com.au

iwalker@sej.com.au

ANDREA ADAMS

aadams@sej.com.au

DOLLAR

•  3.4 acres approx. gently undulating
•  North aspect, est shelter trees
•  Ideal to build STCA. Power 

connected
• Ass. Shedding & timber structures

$340,000
Contact Andrea Adams 0429 822 801

SO
LD

SANDY POINT

• Superbly presented residence just minutes’ walk to beach and café.
• Flat fully fenced block approx. 604m2, carport, open parking, storage
• Stair lift, inside for easy accessibility to upper storey & treetop height deck
• Gleaming modern kitchen and multiple living areas, with magnifi cent light
• Two bedrooms upstairs, plus two downstairs & bathrooms on each level 
• Temperature control with RC/AC and central wood heater. 

$975,000 Contact Andrea Adams 0429 822 801

NERRENA

• Rural living, just minutes from town with expansive views
• Charming north facing 4-bedroom, 2 bathroom B/V home
• Open plan living, with additional formal dining & living room
• Separate study, gorgeous sunroom overlooking the garden
• Heavy carrying grazing with 20ha / 50ac, (5) paddocks
• Good shedding, yards, established gardens, in peaceful location

$1,900,000 Contact Irene Walker 0429 045 632

LISTINGS 
WANTED

We have been selling!
Residential Homes

& Grazing Properties

MIRBOO NORTH TO 
MEENIYAN AREA

Qualifi ed buyers 
seeking 

100 to 200 acres

Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

28 Bellingham St, Leongatha
For Sale 1,350,000 - $1,400,000
Agent SEJ Real Estate
Irene Walker 0429 045 632

4 1 2 1.095ha

• �Prime Residential Land: 
10,950m2/1.095ha*/2.70ac*

• �Potential for subdivision & devel-
opment (S.T.C.A)

• �General residential zoning (GRZ) 
– South Gippsland Shire Council
An unparalleled opportunity to 

secure premium residential land 
within a 300mtr* walk to the shop-
ping precinct of Leongatha. 

An exceptional position, in a 
peaceful and picturesque location.

The property includes an older 
W/B residence four bed, one bath, 
two car with sundry shedding. 

This landholding with residence 
offers a tremendous opportunity to 
secure land within the heart of the 
township’s residential homes, with 
walking distance to shops, services, 
clubs, childcare and more.

Potential for subdivision (S.T.C.A) 
with preliminary planning for 14 
residential lots.

Leongatha: capital of South 
Gippsland, rich dairy and live-
stock region. Trade catchment circa 
15,000, 135 kilometres Melbourne 
CBD.

For further information and to ar-
range a personal inspection, please 
contact Irene Walker at SEJ Real 
Estate 0429 045 632. 

Investment  
opportunity
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eldersrealestate.com.auIn any m� ket rely on Eld� s

Koonwarra 95 Acres
Highly Productive Grazing Property
• 5 paddocks, 2 hay sheds
• 5 dams & reliable rainfall
• Carrying capacity 80-90 steers

Web ID: 300P134498 $1,090,000

Kongwak 3.3 Acres
Getaway Block
• Corner block with good fencing 
• Established Trees 
• Zoned farming

Web ID: 300P180695 $340,000

Boolarra 2.5 Acres
Serenity At Its Finest
• 3-bed, 2-bath home
• 2-bed cottage for dual living 
• Main shed with studio

Web ID: 300P175224 $875,000

Elders Korumburra
11 Commercial Street
Ph 5658 1894

Elders Leongatha
37 Bair Street
Ph 5662 3523

BEN TOWNSEND  
Licensed Estate Agent

0400 594 487 

SHARON TURTON 
Sales Consultant

0447 604 796

KATRINA GRIGGS  
Sales Consultant

0428 571 083

HELEN ARESTIA 
Sales Support
03 5662 3523

NATALIE RES   
Property Manager 

0439 383 091
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Buff alo 683 Acres
Ivy Park Buff alo
•  Fattens around 400-500 steers on an 

annual basis

sold
new
price

new
listing

Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

482 Loch-Poowong Road, Loch
For Sale $1.8 Million
Agent Elders
Ben Townsend 0400 594 487

Land 119 acres*

ELDERS Rural Services is proud to 
present 482 Loch-Poowong Rd, Loch – a 
rare opportunity to secure 119 acres of 
prime grazing land in a tightly held and 
highly regarded district.

Divided into 11 paddocks with all-
weather tracks, excellent fencing (solar 
powered), and a strong fertiliser history. 

Quality improvements include an 18.4m 
x 9.1m shed (concrete floor) and under-
cover cattle yards with B-double access.

Reliable water supply via two large 
dams, solar pump to header tank, gravity-
fed to troughs in all paddocks. Town wa-
ter available at boundary.

With rolling pastures, elevated outlooks, 
and multiple potential home sites (STCA), 
this property offers a blend of productiv-
ity and lifestyle. Its location – just minutes 
from the township of Loch, providing both 
convenience and future potential.

Don’t miss out on this piece of prime 
land located in the picturesque Loch area. 
For further information or to inspect the 
property, Ben Townsend on 0400 594 
487.

*Denotes approximately
For a Due Diligence Checklist go to: con-

sumer.vic.gov.au/duediligencechecklist

Outstanding 
quality grazing 

land in Loch
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Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

THIS true architectural gem 
offers a rare opportunity to 
secure a unique lifestyle prop-
erty on approximately 8.11 
acres that blends period el-
egance, modern convenience 
and rural charm all set within 
a stunning landscape of priva-
cy and panoramic beauty. 

Steeped in history and time-
less elegance, this Mt Gam-
bier limestone homestead is 
defined by its extraordinary 
craftsmanship, including 
soaring 3.3 metre ceilings, 
ornate Victorian cornices 
and deep skirtings and archi-
traves. Accessed via a sweep-
ing circular driveway framed 
by level paddocks ideal for 
horses or livestock the home 
is encircled by wide bull-
nosed verandas that take in 
both the morning sun and af-
ternoon shade. 

Inside, the expansive floor-
plan is both functional and 
flexible outlined by bay win-
dows and French doors 
providing a tranquil setting 
year-round of the beautifully 
landscaped gardens. The 
front lounge offers a warm and 
inviting space with a wood fire 
heater and bar that seamless-
ly connects to the meals area 
and generously proportioned 
kitchen featuring a walk-in 
pantry, dishwasher, Falcon 
gas stove with double oven, 
Everhot combustion stove 
and a generous island bench.

Accommodation is head-
lined by the grand mas-
ter suite, complete with a  

walk-through robe and a spa-
cious ensuite with direct gar-
den access. Three additional 
bedrooms, all with built-in 
robes are serviced by a cen-
tral bathroom with separate 
bath, shower and toilet. A 
dedicated office provides flex-
ibility for those working from 
home while the formal living 
and dining room adds an-
other layer of grandeur, en-
hanced by two open fireplaces 
and French doors that open 
to outdoor entertaining spac-
es. Comfort is assured year-
round with hydronic heating, 
zoned ducted refrigerated air 
conditioning, a ducted vacu-
um system and security sys-
tem.

Outside, enjoy uninterrupt-
ed 360-degree views of the 
surrounding farmland while 
entertaining on the paved 
area, complete with a built-in 
gas barbecue. The sparkling, 
solar-heated, saltwater pool 
equipped with a convenient 
self-cleaning system lies just 
beyond providing the perfect 
space for relaxing or hosting 
in style. Ideal for families or 
hobby farmers, the property 
includes three well-fenced 
paddocks, a cattle crush and 
race and an automatic stock 
watering system. Two large 
concrete rainwater tanks ser-
vice the home and garden, 
while additional infrastruc-
ture includes an oversized 
two-car garage with work-
shop, multiple sheds and 
shearing quarters.

Timeless elegance 
with panoramic views

44 Davis Road, Foster
For Sale $1,600,000
Agent Ray White Foster
Dave County 0417 397 650
* Approximately

4 2 2 4.4 acres*

A UNIQUE opportunity 
to purchase this four-bed-
room, two-bathroom fam-
ily home sitting on approx-
imately 4.4 acres of land. 
All within easy walking 
distance to schools and 
shops right on the edge of 
town offering the new own-
ers the best of both town 
and country living.

The house is solid 
weatherboard and brick 
construction and is sur-
rounded by well-estab-
lished landscaped gardens 
all overlooking a dam that 
is full of native wildlife. 
Everywhere you look out-
side offers you something 
new and you can see why 
they have held family wed-
dings in these gardens.
• �Separate two-acre pad-

dock is fully fenced with 
its own dam.

• �Centrally located out-
door area, covered on 
three sides with a built-
in barbecue and a veran-
dah wrapping around 
three sides of the house.

• �Large 12m x 16m shed 
with office and mezza-
nine floor for storage, 
toilet and shower, large 
roller doors and a high 
roof that is perfect to 
store a caravan, boat or 
to use as a workshop.

• �The kitchen has a large 
900mm oven with a si-
lent range hood over-
head and a gas cooktop. 
A huge walk-in pantry 
and loads of storage 

throughout the entire 
kitchen.

• �Large light bright family 
living room with a wood 
heater set in a feature 
stone wall, black wood 
bar, vaulted ceilings and 
split system heating and 
cooling and new carpet 
throughout.

• �All four bedrooms are 
very large and look out 
onto the native gardens, 
dam and paddock.

• �The master bedroom 
has a walk-in and built-
in wardrobes and an en-
suite bathroom.

• �The other three bed-
rooms are generously 
sized with ceiling fans 
and share a large mod-
ern bathroom.

• �100,000-litre water tank 
has been recently re-
lined.

• �Located on a no through 
road seeing very mini-
mal traffic pass by.
The quality of this prop-

erty has to be seen to be 
appreciated in a very pri-
vate location. As you sit in 
the quiet and enjoy these 
magnificent gardens you 
will forget you are so close 
to town. So if you’re look-
ing for more than the av-
erage family home inspec-
tion is a must on this one.

For more information 
or to arrange a private 
inspection please con-
tact David County on  
0417 397 650 at Ray 
White Foster.

Surrounded by nature hidden 
on the edge of Foster

115 Leongatha North Road,  
Leongatha North
For Sale $1,450,000
Agent Ray White Leongatha
Michael Hanily 0417 311 756
* Approximately

4 2 2 8.11 acres*
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Ray White Leongatha
03 5662 5800    
15 Bair Street, Leongatha
raywhiteleongatha.com.au     

Ray White Foster & Sandy Point
03 5639 9202
17 Main Street, Foster
foster.vic@raywhite.com

H
M

12
84

7

1 Bass Highway, Inverloch 
THE DREAM LOCATION
• Flat 5-Acre Block
• Power connected
• Equestrian-ready with 3 horse shelters
• Close to township & beaches
Michael Hanily 0417 311 756
$875,000

For Sale

Land

10 Rolfe Close, Leongatha 
MODERN COMFORT, SERENE SETTING
• Open plan family home
• 2 living areas plus a study
• Sleek & stylish kitchen
• Low-maintenance backyard
David Trotman 0418 589 805
$760,000

For Sale

4       2       2

31 Hourigan Camp Lane, Yanakie
PRIVATE SANCTUARY
• Luxurious home on 2.5 acres
• Open plan living/dining
• Walk to Shallow Inlet with Prom views
• Successful high end Airbnb
Wendy Gregson 0477 665 868
$1,900,000

For Sale

5       4       2

2160 Meeniyan Promontory Rd, Fish Creek
EAGLE ROCK 
• Approx. 220 acres with stone homestead 
• 360° views to Wilsons Prom
• Quality shedding & solar power 
• Restored gold mine shaft 
Peter Bellingham  0439 178 653
Contact Agent

For Sale

25 Whitelaw Street, Meeniyan    
MODERN MAKEOVER ON LARGE BLOCK 
• Large 1,285m² (approx) block
• Updated throughout
• Fully fenced yard with rear lane access
• Walking distance to main street
Kasey Bowman 0439 207 196
$520,000 - $540,000

For Sale

3       1       1

38 Brumley Street, Leongatha
TIMELESS CHARM ON LARGE BLOCK
• Thoughtfully updated 
• Generous 1,047m² (approx) block
• 9m x 15m shed with power & mezzanine
• Laneway access at the rear
Kasey Bowman 0439 207 196
$525,000 - $545,000

For Sale

Address on request

MAJESTIC FEDERATION HOME ‘REWAH’
• Luxuriously restored for modern living
• Period charm with 11ft ceilings 
• 14 acres of prime land with river frontage 
• Self-contained cottage
Wendy Gregson 0477 665 868
$1,850,000

For Sale

4       3       5

44 Davis Road, Foster
EDGE OF TOWN ACREAGE!
• Craftsman built home with recent updates
• Landscaped gardens with ornamental dam
• 4.4 acres approx. ideal for hobby farming
• 12m x 16m shed with office & mezzanine
Dave County 0417 397 650
$1,600,000

For Sale

4       2       2

4/17 MacDonald St, Leongatha
PEACEFUL LIVING IN THE GRANGE
• Immaculate unit for those over 55
• 2 living areas
• Fully fenced yard with undercover patio
• Access to a shared multi-purpose building
Kasey Bowman 0439 207 196
$530,000

For Sale

2       2       2

56 Jeffrey Street, Leongatha
SPACIOUS HOME IN PRIME LOCATION
• 2 living areas plus study nook
• Large modern kitchen
• New bathroom with modern finishes
• Undercover entertaining area
Michael Hanily 0417 311 756
$490,000 - $525,000

For Sale

9 Power Street, Foster
HUGE FLAT BLOCK 
• Recently renovated brick home 
• 1484m2 block with 12m x 8m shed
• Solar panels with battery
• Fully fenced, low maintenance gardens
Dave County 0417 397 650
$650,000

For Sale

3       2       4

3 Banksia Rise, Foster
BRAND NEW HOME
• 7-star energy rating, builder’s warranty 
• Move-in ready with first home incentives 
• Open plan with stone benchtops
• Low-maintenance, landscaped yard 
Wendy Gregson  0477 665 868
$665,000

For Sale

3       2       2

14 Ogilvy Street, Leongatha
EDWARDIAN CHARM
• 1092m² (approx) flat block
• Wonderful foundation to restore
• A wide block with side access
• A short stroll to Leongatha’s main street
David Trotman 0418 589 805
$535,000

For Sale

4       1       2

26 Callaway Crescent, Leongatha
ENTERTAINERS PARADISE
• Views over a neighbouring reserve  
• Well appointed galley kitchen
• Sprawling deck
• 9m x 6m LU shed with power & workshop
Kasey Bowman 0439 207 196
$690,000

For Sale

4585 South Gippsland Hwy, Toora
VIEWS TO THRILL!
• Views to Wilsons Prom & Hoddle Ranges 
• Elevated 5 acres with fruit trees 
• Light-filled open plan living 
• Pizza oven & outdoor hot/cold baths 
Wendy Gregson  0477 665 868
$849,000

For Sale

2       2       2

Address on request, Inverloch
OUTSTANDING DAIRY OPPORTUNITY
• Approx. 393 acres across 3 titles
• 25 S/O Herringbone dairy, 450-cow yard
• 2x 30T silos & roller mill with 10,600L vat 
• Updated home just 3km from Inverloch 
Peter Bellingham 0439 178 653
Saly by Negotiation

For Sale

4       2       25       3       12

2       1       6 3       1       2 4       2       4
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Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

1470 Meeniyan Mirboo North Road, 
Dumbalk
For Sale $880,000 - $895,000
Agent Alex Scott & Staff
Emily Hillberg 0422 622 299 
Andrew Newton 0402 940 320
*Approximately

4 2 2 5 Acres*

31 Connection Road, Wonthaggi
For Sale $815,000
Agent Alex Scott & Staff
Wonthaggi Office 03 5672 1911

5 2 2 685m2

WELCOME to this beautiful residential 
house located in the Powlett Ridge Estate 
in Wonthaggi. This stunning family home 
boasts five spacious bedrooms, including 
the versatile fifth bedroom that can eas-
ily serve as a study. The open-plan design 
creates a light-filled atmosphere, perfect for 
family living and entertaining.

Enjoy two generous living areas that pro-
vide ample space for relaxation and gather-
ings. The well-appointed kitchen features a 
walk-in pantry, making meal preparation 
a breeze. With ducted heating throughout, 
you’ll stay warm and cosy during the cooler 
months.

Step outside to discover the undercover 
alfresco area, ideal for entertaining friends 
and family. The sitting area for a fire pit 
adds a touch of charm to your outdoor expe-
rience. With side access and parking avail-
able for a caravan, this property is perfect 
for those who love adventure. Across the 
road you have your own little nature park 
going on with a local mob of kangaroos tak-
ing up residence in the area.Don’t miss out 
on this incredible opportunity!

Disclaimer: Whilst every care has been 
taken in preparing the above information, 
it is to be used as a guide only. Please refer 
to the appropriate legal documentation to 
complete your due diligence.

Magnificent  
family home  

adjacent park land

Tranquil hills lifestyle property with sweeping views
SET on an idyllic five-acre ap-

prox. parcel of land surrounded 
by rolling hills and flowing views, 
this beautifully maintained four-
bedroom (or three-bedroom plus 
study) lifestyle property offers 
the perfect balance of rural living. 
Designed for comfort and practi-
cality, this is a rare opportunity 
to secure your slice of country 
serenity for a very reasonable 
price, without compromising on 
quality.

Inside, the home boasts a 
thoughtful floor plan with carpet-
ed bedrooms and contemporary 
tiles throughout the remainder 
of the home. The kitchen is de-
signed for practicality, featuring 
a walk-in pantry, an electric oven 
with gas cooktop, dishwasher, 
and a good amount of bench 
space. 

A cosy wood heater warms 
the home and is situated in the 
main living space, with additional 
year-round comfort provided by 
a reverse cycle air conditioner. 
Sliding double doors separate 
the lounge from the open-plan 
kitchen and dining area, offering 
flexibility for both quiet nights 
and family gatherings. Abundant 
natural light fills the home, creat-
ing a bright and welcoming atmo-
sphere. 

The master suite is privately 
positioned at one end of the home 
and includes a renovated ensuite 
with stepless shower and a walk-
in robe. Two of the other bed-
rooms are fitted with wardrobes 
and all rooms showcase stunning 
views right from the bed, a daily 
reminder of the picturesque sur-
rounds. Downlights flow through-
out, with feature lighting add-
ing character to the bedrooms. 
Designed with convenience in 

mind, the updated laundry adds 
a touch of modern comfort to the 
daily routine. Enjoy the benefit 
of an instantaneous gas hot wa-
ter system, delivering reliable hot 
water whenever you need it. 

Outside, the lifestyle offering 
truly shines. A shed includes 
one open bay plus a lockable 
workshop and a dedicated sheep 
shearing setup. There are two 
garden sheds plus another mod-
est storage shed within one of 
the paddocks as well as an addi-
tional storage room conveniently 
attached to the house, next to the 
double carport. Raised garden 
beds make home-grown produce 
a joy, while the established gar-
den excels through the spring/
summer months showcasing an 
array of colours. For added peace 
of mind, a generator is integrated 
with the mains power board to 
provide effortless backup power 
during any outage. 

The land is thoughtfully divided 
into six paddocks with water in 
each, currently home to 10 graz-
ing sheep. The property features 
66,000-litre water storage over 
multiple tanks, supplying the 
current owners ample supply 
year-round. A circular driveway 
offers effortless access and ample 
parking for residents and guests 
alike.

Whether you’re chasing a 
peaceful tree change or simply a 
property with space to breathe, 
this home delivers. Perfectly po-
sitioned just minutes from the 
heart of Dumbalk, and only a 
short 10-minute drive to Mirboo 
North or 15 minutes to Leon-
gatha, it offers the ideal balance 
of rural tranquillity and conve-
nient access to the nearby town-
ship.
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• 4 bedroom on approx. 7 acres
• Private / Great Views
• Various Shedding

$895,000
Contact: Korumburra Office

Coming Soon

JEETHO

• 3 bedroom plus bungalow
• Land size = 5003m2 
• Views / Vacant possession

$598,000
Contact: Korumburra Office

Coming Soon

KORUMBURRA

• 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom brick family home
• Double garage, garden shed
• Nothing to spend

$650,000
Contact: Korumburra Office

Coming Soon

KORUMBURRA

• Grand period home
• Prime corner location
• 3 bedroom, 3 living

$675,000
Contact: Korumburra Office

23 Bridge Street

KORUMBURRA

• 2 bedroom unit
• Walking distance to CBD
• Immaculate condition

$379,000
Contact: Wonthaggi Office

9/21 McKenzie Street

WONTHAGGI

• Over 55’s village
• 2 bedrooms
• Large open plan living

$329,000
Contact: Wonthaggi Office

20/109 Korumburra Road

WONTHAGGI

• 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom 
• Family home
• Fantastic side access

$629,000
Contact: Wonthaggi Office

28 Cavil Drive

WONTHAGGI

•  4 bedrooms
•  Separate lounge area
•  Low maintenance

$439,000
Contact: Wonthaggi Office

18 Cameron Street

WONTHAGGI

LEONGATHA 
5662 0922

41 Bair Street 
Andrew Newton 0402 940 320  
Emily Hillberg 0422 622 299 

Tony Giles 0407 528 192
Dan Huther 0418 334 801

KORUMBURRA
5655 1133

36 Bridge Street
Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898

WONTHAGGI
5672 1911   

Cnr Murray & Billson Streets
Cal Nation 0439 334 163

Mick Chambers 0418 349 783
Phil Hanley 0417 140 508 H

M
12

57
6-

V2

 ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU

GRANTVILLE
5678 8433

1505 Bass Highway 
Angus Hall 0466 326 487

• 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, double garage
•  Make this modern and low-maintenance 3 

bedroom house your home

$575,000 - $585,000 
Contact: Grantville Office

34A Portview Avenue

GRANTVILLE

• 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom
• Nothing but trees between you and the bay

$739,000 - $759,000
Contact: Grantville Office

1 Hughes Street

CORINELLA

• 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, double garage
• Modern living in prime location 

$665,000 - $685,000 
Contact: Grantville Office

11 Townley Road

KOO WEE RUP

• 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom, double garage
• Striking modern nome
• One-Off design in a peaceful pocket

$669,000 
Contact: Grantville Office

10 Monk Lane

GRANTVILLE

•  Located in the heart of Leongatha’s CBD
•  90m2 (approx.) shop, mostly open plan
•  Kitchenette, toilet facilities, storage shed

$350,000 (GST Not Applicable)
Contact: Leongatha Office

55 Bair Street

LEONGATHA

•  6124m2 (approx.), architecturally designed
• Views over farmland to Wilson’s Prom
•  Remote garage, 15m x 8m powered shed

$995,000
Contact: Leongatha Office

105 Haws Road

MIDDLE TARWIN

• Renovated cottage with leafy outlook
• 620 sqm with shedding, raised garden beds
• Updated inside and out, opposite rail trail

$479,000
Contact: Leongatha Office

30 Inglis Avenue

MIRBOO NORTH

•  Commercial investment with anchor tenant
• Industrial 1 Zoning, edge of Leongatha CBD
• Total title approximately 1183m2

$900,000 Inc GST
Contact: Leongatha Office

3 Young Street

LEONGATHA

PRIC
E 

RED
UCED

PRIC
E 

RED
UCED

PRIC
E 

RED
UCED
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CHALLENGEPuzzlesPuzzlesSentinel-Times

ACROSS
1 Graceful bird (4)
3 South Asian republic (10)
10 High-protein food pulse (7)
11 Largest of the Ryukyu 

islands, south of Japan (7)
12 Rump (8)

13 Of the nose (5)
14 Summit (4)
15 An automatic  

weapon (7,3)
18 Actually, truthfully (10)
20 Devoted followers (4)
21 Step-by-step guide (3,2)

23 Relating to cultivated 
land (8)

26 Of that (7)
27 Continuing (7)
28 Black and white (10)
29 Just (4)

DOWN
1 A King’s Counsel (coll) (4)
2 Said or done so often as  

to become tiresome (2,7)
4 Partner; colleague (9)
5 Shine (5)
6 City in southern France (7)
7 Tests (5)
8 Front stories (9)
9 Perfect (4)
14 Indifferent (9)
16 Mirthful (9)
17 Subtle change by 

degrees (9)
19 US writer (1817-62),  

Henry David – (7)
22 Revolver (5)
23 Horrible (5)
24 Carpets (4)
25 Unsightly (4)

SOLUTION

 No. 198WORDFIT

9-LETTER

3 LETTERS
ADO
COT
DEW
DNA
DOS
DUO
EEL
END
ERA
HOE
IDS
ILK
IOU
NOR
PEG
PRO
SIT
TAG
UGH
WED
WOE
YES

4 LETTERS
DAIS
DEED
DYES
GILD
IRIS
RACY
RATE
SANG
WORK
YETI

5 LETTERS
ABODE
AGREE
AIMED
ALLOY
ALONE
APING
BRACE
CRACK
CRONY
DENIM
DOUSE
EGGED
ENDOW
EPICS
EVADE
GIVEN
GLEAN
IDEAL
KEELS
NESTS
NODES
OASES
OUGHT
OUNCE
OWING
PUTTS
RAGED
RAPID
REDID
ROMAN
SANDS
SAWED
SCANT
SEEDS
SHAPE
SIGNS

SKIDS
SOLES
STEEP
STUBS
TENSE
TEPEE
TOAST
TOILS
TRAWL
ULTRA
UPEND
VOICE

6 LETTERS
COGNAC
GASSED
OODLES
PASTOR
RENEWS
SKEWED

7 LETTERS
ERASURE
MEETING
ORACLES
PAUSING
WARTIME
WOOMERA

8 LETTERS
ARBITERS
AVOCADOS
REGIONAL
RESPONSE

10 LETTERS
DEPRESSION
TYPESETTER

S T U B S

No. 289CROSSWORD

I

E

E I

F

RD

T

P
Using the nine letters in the grid, how many 
words of four letters or more can you list? 
The centre letter must be included and each 
letter may only be used once. No colloquial 
or foreign words. No capitalised nouns, 
apostrophes or plural nouns ending in ‘s’.

Each number corresponds to a letter of the alphabet. Two have been filled in 
for you, can you work out the rest?

Can you find all the words listed?  
The leftover letters will spell out a secret message.

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from 1 to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical columns, each 
of the nine horizontal rows and each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Remember, no number can occur more than 
once in any row, column or box.

20 words: Good

30 words: Very good

40 words: Excellent

Today’s Aim:
diet, dieter, dire, dirt, 
drift, drip, edit, eider, 
fetid, fire, fired, fried, 
idee, PETRIFIED, pied, 
pier, pitied, pride, pried, 
reedit, refit, reified, 
retie, retied, ride, rife, 
rift, rifted, ripe, rite, 
tepid, tide, tidier, tied, 
tier, tiered, tired, tried, 
trip, tripe

CODEWORD: 1 = H, 2 = F, 3 = G, 4 = U, 5 = S, 6 = T, 7 = N, 8 = P, 9 = D, 10 = Q, 11 = W, 12 = I, 13 = A, 14 = C, 15 = R, 16 = Y, 17 = O, 18 = M,  
19 = K, 20 = B, 21 = Z, 22 = V, 23 = X, 24 = J, 25 = L, 26 = E

No. 279CODEWORD

WORD SEARCH

SUDOKU
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E
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E
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E
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2 7 4 3 9

1 9 2 6 4

6 7 2 5 3

7 9 2 6

8 2

9 6

3 8

5 9

3 6 1 7

EASY MEDIUM
EASY

MEDIUM

216754398

179523684

967215843

798132456

843961275

481379562

534896721

625487139

352648917

SO
LU

TI
O

N

SO
LU

TI
O

N

OUGHTRAPIDGIVEN
ALLOYEVADEALONE
STEEPDOUSESKIDS
ERAEPICSDOSCOT
SANDSDAISRENEWS

EELDNAADO
SCANTCOGNACRATE
ARBITERSGILDPEG
WOOMERAMEETING
ENDRACYRESPONSE
DYESSKEWEDRAGED

IOUTAGYES
PASTORIRISSTUBS
UGHDEWTOILSPRO
TRAWLOWINGIDEAL
TEPEEROMANOUNCE
SEEDSKEELSNODES

SO
LU

TI
O

N

SOLUTIONS

W A T T L E M N A S T E R A P

E N O J V U Y I N R O C K E T

Y N F A S W R G A L P I N E H

L U G S O E T H A Z A L E A Y

I A Y M S E L T M I M O S A M

L L A I Q D E S P O P P Y R E

A Y C N U P O H U W R L T S H

C O A E A U G A E I I H I K D

F U C H S I A D T L R L N I S

P T I H H L N E H E L I H K D

Y O A A E U O R E Y P C S S A

B U K V S R R T R R R U E R I

A L O E V E R A U O M L O Y S

L W O N R R M Y T S H L M U Y

M C H S T A N S Y E F M O R E

ACACIA
AGAVE
ALOE VERA
ALPINE
ALYSSUM
AMARYLLIS
ANNUAL
ASTER
AVENS
AZALEA
BALM
CHERRY
DAISY

FLORA
FUCHSIA
IRIS
JASMINE
LILAC
LILY
LOTUS
MIMOSA
MUSK
MYRTLE
NIGHTSHADE
ORCHID
PETAL

PINK
POKER
POPPY
ROCKET
ROSE
SQUASH
SUNDEW
TANSY
THYME
WATTLE
WEED

1. In which decade was 
Tutankhamun’s tomb 
discovered?

8. The pasta dish cacio e pepe 
translates to what?

3. Which two TV personalities 
were Australia’s 
commentators for Eurovision 
from 2017 to 2024?

4. Name the Japanese shrine 
famous for its rows of red torii 
gates.

5. Sarah Burton, the designer 
of Kate Middleton’s wedding 
dress, is the creative director 
of which luxury fashion 
house?

6. True or false: horses can’t 
breathe through their 
mouths?

7. To which demographic is the 
annual Stella Prize awarded, 
and for which sector of the 
arts?

8. Approximately how long does 
it take for the moon to orbit 
the earth: 18, 27 or 40 days?

9. In which Australian New 
Wave film did Jacki Weaver 
(pictured) appear as maid 
Minnie?

10. What is the chemical symbol 
for lead?

QUICK QUIZ 

ANSWERS: 1. 1920s 2. Cheese and pepper 3. Myf Warhurst and Joel Creasey 4. Fushimi Inari-taisha 5. Givenchy 
6. True 7. Australian women and non-binary people in literature 8. 27 9. Picnic at Hanging Rock (1975) 10. Pb

PUZZLES

| PUZZLES AND PAGINATION ©1107

1 14
2 15
3 16
4 17
5 18
6 19
7 20
8 21
9 22
10 23
11 24
12 25 L
13 26 E

No. 289

No. 288

No. 199

SECRET MESSAGE: A peony for your thoughts? 
They’re surely worth much more
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Simon Henderson 0428 740 750
Jake Anthony 0467 297 794
David Phelan 0429 050 349

• Operating at VLE Leongatha 
• Auctions Plus sales
• Direct and private 
sales of Livestock

• Personal professional service

Phelan & Henderson & Co. Phelan & Henderson & Co. 
Specialists in Livestock 

and Rural Real Estate sales

H
M
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72

8

SUCCESS THROUGH SERVICE

LIVESTOCK AGENTS,
LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENTS,

PROPERTY MANAGERS, AUCTIONEERS
www.alexscott.com.au

36 BRIDGE STREET, KORUMBURRA   PH: 5655 1133   FAX: 5655 2480

Real Estate Sales

Livestock Sales
KORUMBURRA

David Ryan  0408 311 895

LEONGATHA
Dane Perczyk - Livestock Manager 0408 176 063
Jack Curtis    0427 762 670

WARRAGUL
Neil Darby - Livestock Manager 0418 595 265
Terry Ahearn 0438 562 816
Jordan Sim 0448 058 435
Mark Malacarne 0418 654 590
Georgie Snell  0417 100 657

FOSTER
Dick Faulkner 0408 595 174
Brian Vuillermin 0429 436 040

WONTHAGGI
Rob Ould - Livestock Manager 0408 595 183
David Holden 0428 749 390
Alan Bolding 0419 723 255

PAKENHAM
David Setches - Livestock Manager 0409 443 473
Glenn Barwick 0408 975 476
Morgan Croucher  0457 001 877 
Tim Gibson  0420 306 599
Imogen Price  0417 225 498

KORUMBURRA
Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898

WONTHAGGI
Phillip Hanley 0417 140 508
Cal Nation 0439 334 163
Mick Chambers  0418 349 783

GRANTVILLE
Angus Hall  0466 326 487

INVERLOCH
Marni Lee Redmond 0403 525 413

BERWICK
Tom Gibson  0438 574 472

LEONGATHA
Andrew Newton 0402 940 320
Peter Dwyer 0428 855 244
Emily Hillberg 0422 622 299
Tony Giles 0407 528 192
Dan Huther 0418 334 801

WARRAGUL
Alan Steenholdt 0409 423 822

PAKENHAM
Tom Gibson  0438 574 472 

LANG LANG
Scott McKenzie  0427 552 898

MELBOURNE LAND
Matt Koster  0474 781 711 

COWES
Greg Price  0419 337 441
Brian Silver  0407 347 509
Chase Watters 0423 272 819

VENUS BAY
Daniel Lawrie 0417 631 252
Sue Lawrie 0419 885 489

KOO WEE RUP
Angus Hall  0466 326 487 JA
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ELECTRIC FENCE
ENERGIZER 

REPAIRS
Paul Vassil 

(Formerly Vassil Electronics)
38 Lower Gordon St, Korumburra

0408 515 184
JA21217
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10m3 TIPPER HIRE

Phone Greg 
0419 393 375

MR AGRI
ALL AREAS

Dairy Herd Dispersal
Friday, 25th July, 11.00am

Lardner Park, Warragul
A/C – G & K ARMSTRONG, ATHLONE

“STAGE ONE”
130 August/September calving A.I. bred Holstein cows 

3-7 yrs in calf to Holstein A.I. sires:- Cartel, Maestro, 
Kimball, Hugo, Rizboy, Lottery, Speed, Mecca, Leith

40 August/September calving A.I. bred 2 yr old Holstein 
heifers due to Angus.  Sires of above include:- Jolt, Fate, 
Mainstage, Tailor, Contender, Nighthawk, Alum, Harvest, 

Viewpoint, Samite, Fondoo, Loyalty, Alta Cordial etc. 

Closed herd backed by 32 yrs of A.I. breeding.  
Medium plus frame, quality young Holsteins cows 

with exceptional udders throughout the whole herd.  
Leading Edge Genetics breeding program and 

milked on undulating farm.  Drenched and dry cowed 
Juraclox L.A. 600.

Catalogue available

Elders Pakenham 03 5941 0299
Darry Adams 0408 385872
Andrew Mumford 0407 803360

ON THE LAND

Are you a Gippsland 
farmer looking for love?

GIPPSLAND farmers who are looking to 
fall in love are encouraged to apply for the 
2026 series of Channel 7’s, Farmer Wants 
a Wife.

The reality TV show is in the final stages of 
locking in the next crop of farmers for their 
16th series and are calling out for all single 
farmers to apply, and to do it soon.

Alternatively, those who may know a hard-
working legend of the land looking for love 
are invited to dob in a farmer, who would 
make a good contender for the show. 

In 2023, 28-year-old beef farmer Bren-
ton Kuch from Darriman, appeared on our 
screens, choosing five girls from eight speed 
dates to take home, subsequently hitting it off 
with Sophie Holcombe and Rachel Boothman. 

During the show, visits and filming was un-
dertaken in many local locations, one notable 
one being a visit to the Leongatha Saleyards 
on a store cattle sale day when Brenton had 
several pens of his cattle auctioneered off by 
Brian McCormack of Nutrien Ag Solutions.

While Brenton and Sophie fell in love on 
their TV journey leading to a fairytale end-
ing on the show; a handful of months af-
ter the show ended they unfortunately an-
nounced their split. It was rumoured that 
Brenton then struck up a romantic relation-
ship with runner-up, Rachel Boothman, but 
both later claimed they were just friends. 

While the Gippsland farmer ultimately 
didn’t find love on the show, it could be said 
that Farmer Wants A Wife is still Australia’s 
most successful dating show. It has resulted 
in 11 marriages, nine long-term relation-
ships, and 28 children over 15 seasons in 
18 years. So what are you waiting for? To 
apply go to farmerwantsawife.com.au or to 
dob in a farmer email: farmerwantsawife@
eurekaproductions.au.

Beef farmer Brenton Kuch from 
Gippsland appeared on the reality TV 
series Farmer Wants a Wife in 2023.

THE rain may have finally 
come to Gippsland in recent 
weeks, but for many local 
farmers, it arrived too late 
to repair the damage left by 
months of poor growing con-
ditions and scarce feed. 

At Bassine Specialty Cheeses 
in Loch, Kaye Courtney and 
Glen Bisognin know all too 
well how hard it’s been to keep 
paddocks, animals and their 
small business going during 
the recent dry weather.  

“Glen took steps to prepare 
the paddocks. He was more 
prepared and had more plans 
in place this year than any oth-
er year, and yet it still wasn’t 
good enough because the rain 
just didn’t come,” Kaye said. 

“It’s pretty serious and a lot 
of us farmers are floundering 
as to what we can do.”

The lack of rain has meant 
tough decisions for many, in-
cluding Glen and Kaye. They’ve 
had to reduce their milking 
herd and send some cows off 
to other grazing blocks just to 
find enough feed. But fewer 
cows means less milk – which 
in turn affects production at 
their factory and the work 
available for their local staff.

“It’s difficult enough to lay 
off someone who has been 
performing poorly, but when 
you’ve got amazing staff and 
you have to lay them off, it 
breaks your heart,” Kaye said. 

“It led to sleepless nights 
and certainly a lot of tears. Ini-
tially, we cut back hours first 
to try and stop the bleeding, 
but it was quickly obvious that 
wasn’t enough.”

While recent rain has 
brought a flicker of hope, it 
came too late to save winter 
crops. 

“It’s too early to tell – we’re 
only halfway through win-
ter and I’m concerned about 
what the other half is going to 
look like,” Kaye said. “What 
rain we did get came so late 
that the ground was too cold 
for the grass to grow.”

And even when the rain does 
return, recovery takes time. 

“Unfortunately, it doesn’t 
rain grass,” Kaye said. 

“It’ll take a little while for the 
cows to respond to that. It’ll 
be a while before we can build 
the herd back up.”

One lifeline has come from 
local people themselves. Ear-
lier this year, Glen shared a 
post explaining the tough con-
ditions they were facing – and 
the community turned out in 
force.

“The response from the pub-
lic was absolutely fantastic. 
We were so busy that weekend 
after the post,” Kaye said. 

“One man even came and 
donated $50 to the cows. We 

weren’t asking for charity, but 
he insisted. It was very over-
whelming.”

In times like this, that sup-
port means everything – not 
just financially, but emotion-
ally. 

“Just consider local first, if 
at all possible,” Kaye said. 

“Even buying from the local 
general store means they’ve 
supported the local store and 
us – that means they’ve sup-
ported two local business-
es. And more than that, it’s 
about understanding when 
we’re unable to supply some-
thing. Understanding that 
we’ve tried.”

This year has brought prac-
tical challenges too – like feed-
ing cattle on lawns that never 
grew or hauling molasses by 
hand to keep the herd healthy 
in the absence of hay. 

“Seeing their production lift 
and them enjoying the molas-
ses balances the extra work 
out,” Kaye said with a smile. 

Through it all, resilience 
remains a farmer’s most pre-
cious tool. 

“We’ve been farming for 
quite a long time, and you’ve 
got to be resilient. It’s a belief 
that you’ll get through any-
thing,” Kaye said. 

“I’ve always been an opti-
mist. I think we just don’t give 
up.”

As Glen put it, sometimes 
what keeps you going is the 
quiet word of encouragement. 

“It’s been really tough re-
cently, but I’m really lucky,” 
he said. 

“When I come into the café 
to get a coffee, people ask me 
if I’m the farmer, and they tell 
me how much they love the 
farm and how great of a job 
we’re doing. But a lot of farm-
ers don’t get that kind of re-
assurance. It can be a solitary 
lifestyle. All the farmers in the 
area should know that they’re 
doing a great job in these 
tough conditions.” 

Tough farming conditions 
linger for local farmers

Glen Bisognin and Kaye Courtney say looking after their herd through tough seasons is 
always worth it, but never easy. W10_2825
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MARKET REPORT
Brought to you by...

ON THE LAND

By SGSAA

AGENTS yarded another good offering of 
2400 at Thursday’s VLE Leongatha store 
sale with a good size crowd in attendance.

Demand remained very strong from 
feedlot buyers for the mid and heavy-
weighted Angus feeders with results in 
line with the previous few weeks.

Coloured heavy steers were solid with 
a few local bullock operators back in the 
market.

Weaner steers were strong with local 
buyers back at the rail after further good 
falls of rain with only a couple of northern 
orders operating.

Heavy heifers to feed and the better end 
of the weaner heifers remained steady.

Secondary and Xbred types sold to 
stronger demand with local and East 
Gippsland buyers competing on a smaller 
offering.

Lardner Park Calf Market Report
Monday, July 7, 2025
Jersey & Jersey x .....................$18 to $46
Friesian Bulls ..........................$25 to $74
Beef Bulls ..............................$40 to $150
Beef Heifers ...........................$50 to $180
Friesian Heifers .......................$38 to $55
Number of Calves: 237
Number purchased to rear: 62
Steer & Heifer Store Sale
Steers ................................ $260 to $1080
Heifers ................................. $150 to $700
Number of Calves: 145

Leongatha Store Sale on Thursday, July 10, 2025
Steers
B & S Hatswell  10 Angus 	 625kg 	 $4.57 	 $2860
Koppa P/L 10 Angus 	 605kg 	 $4.56 	 $2760
Mayfield Park 20 Angus 	 604kg 	 $4.73 	 $2860
T.R Waite 18 Angus 	 589kg 	 $4.83 	 $2850
C Farmer 12 Angus 	 574kg 	 $4.93 	 $2830
J Zapia 12 Char 	 574kg 	 $4.51 	 $2590
T.R Waite 13 Angus 	 573kg 	 $4.45 	 $2550
Lotus 14 Angus 	 566kg 	 $4.84 	 $2740
A Heldoorn 12 Angus 	 549kg 	 $4.73 	 $2600
Lotus 12 Angus 	 540kg 	 $4.87 	 $2630
T.R Waite 21 Angus 	 537kg 	 $4.69 	 $2520
P Berryman & G Mcgee 17 Ang 	531kg 	 $5.02 	 $2670
C Tirpcou 18 Hereford 	 528kg 	 $4.54 	 $2400
R & C Walker 22 Angus & BB 	 521kg 	 $4.76 	 $2480
Bingarra Park 18 Angus 	 521kg 	 $4.76 	 $2480
Bunya Park Part. 20 Angus 	 513kg 	 $4.81 	 $2470
P Berryman & G McGee 18 Ang 481kg 	 $4.90 	 $2360
C Tirpcou 18 Angus 	 500kg 	 $4.74	 $2370
D & S Mcmahon 10 Ang & BB 	 489kg 	 $4.80	 $2350
Fulton Farming 20 Angus 	 476kg 	 $4.89	 $2330
D & J Finlay 17 MG 	 469kg 	 $4.12	 $1930
Fulton Farming 20 Angus 	 466kg 	 $5.00	 $2330
W & T Warren 20 Char 	 406kg 	 $4.18	 $1700
D Burn 11 Char 	 381kg 	 $4.19	 $1600
W & T Warren 23 Angus 	 380kg 	 $4.32	 $1640
Ben Brady 19 Angus 	 377kg 	 $4.88	 $1840
D & M Boddy 19 Angus 	 364kg 	 $4.54	 $1660
H Mcphie 12 Angus 	 353kg 	 $4.33	 $1530
Ecclesall Pastoral15 Angus 	 352kg 	 $4.82	 $1700
Tulla Holding 19 Angus 	 357kg 	 $4.17	 $1490
Happy L Group 17 Angus 	 339kg 	 $3.98	 $1350
L & L Mccrorey 15 Angus 	 309kg 	 $4.69	 $1450
S Madden Pty Ltd 23 Angus 	 295kg 	 $5.13	 $1510
Rural Operations Group 13 Ang 	281kg 	 $4.94	 $1390
E C Lambourn 11 Red Angus 	 257kg 	 $4.51	 $1160
Bass Coast Farm 11 Angus 	 245kg 	 $4.57	 $1120
Yulong Farm 11 Angus 	 229kg 	 $4.89	 $1120
A Kimberley 10 Angus 	 218kg 	 $4.58	 $1000
Heifers
Lotus Farms 16 Angus 	 476kg 	 $4.11	 $1950
Lotus Farms 16 Angus 	 464kg 	 $4.20	 $1950
Lotus Farms 12 Angus 	 430kg 	 $4.37	 $1880
M & J Diston 12 Angus 	 430kg 	 $4.37	 $1880
Rosebank  16 Angus 	 424kg 	 $4.19	 $1780
Rosebank 16 BB 	 408kg 	 $4.26	 $1740
A & T Investment Trust 11 Ang 	398kg 	 $4.27	 $1700
Rosebank 14 Angus 	 382kg 	 $4.05	 $1550
Tulla Holding 24 Angus 	 374kg 	 $4.14	 $1550
Narum Tore 15 Angus 	 333kg 	 $4.26	 $1420
W & T Warren 14 Angus 	 363kg 	 $3.99	 $1450
W & T Warren 18 Char 	 361kg 	 $4.07	 $1470
La & Me Bunnett 16 Angus 	 375kg 	 $3.75	 $1080
I & G Studd & Sons P/L 
11 South Devon 	 338kg 	 $3.84	  $1300
Happy L Group 11 Angus 	 275kg 	 $3.01	 $830
G Murray 20 Angus 	 260kg 	 $4.19	 $1090
Ballam Park Greys 14 Mgrey 	 255kg 	 $2.74 	 $700
E C Lambourn 13 Red Angus 	 245kg 	 $4.00 	 $980
Rural Operations Group 19 Ang 	232kg 	 $4.26	  $990
Bass Coast Farm 12 Angus 	 230kg 	 $3.56	 $820
Yulong Farm 13 Angus 	 220kg 	 $3.45	 $760
X Bred & Dairy Steers
M Bartlett 10 Friesian	 620kg 	 3.58	 $2220
Franklin Downs 28 Angus x 	 335kg 	 3.86	 $1350

Heavy feeders firm
THE Nationals’ Member for 

Eastern Victoria Region, Melina 
Bath, is encouraging farmers 
to embrace the theme of this 
year’s Farm Safety Week - “Sec-
ond Chances – who knows how 
many you will get” - by making 
safety and wellbeing a top prior-
ity. 

Farm Safety Week runs from 
Sunday, July 20 to Saturday, 
July 26. It is a timely reminder 
that every day on the land has 
risks and challenges for our 
farmers. 

Ms Bath said it’s a chance for 
all our primary producers to 
reflect, reset, and recommit to 
safer practices that protect lives 
and livelihoods on the farm. 

“Farming is a way of life, but 
it’s also one of Australia’s most 
high-risk professions. 

“From operating heavy ma-
chinery to managing livestock 
and working long hours in iso-
lation, the workplace risks are 
many, but so are the opportuni-
ties to make positive change to 
help keep everyone safe.” 

Ms Bath said growing up on 
a dairy farm, she understands 
the physical and emotional de-
mands of life on the land. 

“Farmers are incredibly hard-

working and resilient, but 
they’re not invincible. 

“Farm Safety Week is about 
avoiding injury, minimising 
risk, asking for help, and pri-
oritising wellbeing. With many 
farmers facing the pressures 
of drought and financial uncer-
tainty, it’s important to check in. 

Many farmers are experienc-
ing financial strain and are 
physically and mentally ex-
hausted as they work around 
the clock to secure food and wa-
ter for their livestock. 

During times of drought, 
farmers must make brave deci-
sions about their work and the 
future of their farms. 

“It’s vital we stand alongside 
our primary producers and of-
fer support, targeted resources, 
and encouragement, so they 
know they’re not facing these 
challenges alone. 

“Farmers are the backbone 
of our communities – let’s use 
this week to start conversations 
about safety and wellbeing, re-
view practices, and remind our-
selves that every second chance 
is a gift.” 

For more information on 
Farm Safety Week, visit farm-
safe.org.au.

RUNNING beef farming 
properties in Tarwin, Buf-
falo, Pound Creek and Foster, 
Graham Osborne chatted to 
the Sentinel-Times at a recent 
Leongatha Store Sale about 
some of the safety measures 
he employs.

He said that in his cattle 
yards, those performing vac-
cination and drenching duties 
are protected by sheet fencing, 
ensuring no arms through rails, 
therefore guarding against bro-
ken bones should cattle push 
up against the fencing.

Gates that swing and allow 
operators to stand outside 
their opening arc ensure that 
those opening them aren’t hit if 
cattle barge into the gates.

“You don’t have to push the 
gate; you can just unlatch it 
and throw it,” Graham said.

Vehicle safety is another con-
sideration.

“All our bikes, buggies and 
tractors have roll frames,” 
Graham said, making clear 
that the business takes  

safety seriously in relation to 
all work equipment.

He added there is a gen-
eral discussion to be had on 
whether farm vehicle opera-
tors should be wearing hel-
mets but noted the vehicles on 
his properties are fitted with 
seat belts.

While preventing accidents is 
a big focus, Graham highlight-
ed another danger farmwork-
ers face.

“The bigger threat is prob-
ably the sun, and we like to 
see people in hats with brims,” 
he said.

“We’ve got sunroofs on all the 
tractors, and in the buggies 
we’ve got filled-in roofs.”

He noted the impressive 
record the business has 
achieved.

“I suppose the measure is we 
haven’t called an ambulance 
in 40 years,” he said, adding, 
“It’s not to say we’ve got it per-
fectly right,” happy to make 
improvements where further 
safety measures are identified.

THE Nationals Member 
for Gippsland South, Danny 
O’Brien is urging all local 
farmers and farm workers to 
stop, reflect and reprioritise 
safety as part of 2025 Nation-
al Farm Safety Week, running 
from July 20–26.

Centred around the 
theme,  Second Chances – 
Who Knows How Many You’ll 
Get?, this year’s campaign from 
Farmsafe Australia reinforces 
that every near miss carries a 
lesson that we must learn from 
while also shining a confronting 
light on the real cost of cutting 
corners, as outlined in the 2025 
Safer Farms Report.

Mr O’Brien highlighted that 
there has been a devastating 
spike in on-farm incidents 
across the nation in 2024, 
with 72 lives lost and 133 
serious injuries recorded – a 
sobering increase from the 
five-year average of 53 fatali-
ties and more than double the 
2023 figures.

“This is a heartbreaking re-
ality check for farming com-
munities across Australia 
– and Gippsland South is no 
exception,” Mr O’Brien said.

“Our region relies heavily 
on agriculture, and our farms 
are more than workplaces – 
they’re homes, and they must 

be safe places.”
The data shows the most 

dangerous machinery con-
tinues to be side-by-side 
(14 deaths), quad bikes (10 
deaths), and tractors (eight 
deaths) – with many of these 
fatalities preventable through 
planning, awareness, and safe 
practices.

Mr O’Brien said this year 
there will also be a focus on 
how failing to protect your 
mental health can cloud your 
judgement, reduce reaction 
time and even increase the 
risk of physical harm.

“It is important that we rec-
ognise mental health as an  

integral part of farm safety.
“Farming can be an isolating 

and high-pressure job, and 
when mental health struggles 
go unnoticed or untreated, the 
risk of harm increases for ev-
eryone.

“If you’re struggling, please 
reach out. Getting help isn’t 
a weakness – it’s a safeguard. 
Just like we service our equip-
ment or repair a fence, we 
must take care of ourselves.”

Mr O’Brien encouraged all 
Gippsland farmers to take 
time during the week to re-
flect, speak up and take ac-
tion to improve safety on their 
properties.

Keeping farms safe by recognising the importance of mental health

Graham Osborne, pictured at the Leongatha Saleyards, 
places great importance on safety for everyone working on 
his beef farming properties. A18_2725

Graham Osborne focused on farm safety as a major priority 

Mardan farmer Rhonda Lester, Pip the Kelpie and Melina 
Bath MP discuss Farm Safety Week. 

You don’t know how many 
second chances you get
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STORE SALE
CATTLE 2000 2000

THURSDAY, JULY 17, 2025 - Starting at 9am

GROWN STEERS
A/c Baillie Bros, Tyers (NUTRIEN)
40 Angus steers, rising 2 yo, VB, NE Accred
A/c Cheeky Chilli, Toora (SEJ) 
30 Angus steers, 18 mths 
A/c Wangara Park, Bengworden (SEJ)
26 Poll Hereford steers, 20-22 mths, Monaro District 
Bred
A/c Est of Birss, Stradbroke (NUTRIEN)
25 Angus steers, 18-20 mths, Kunuma blood
A/c Pearson Beef, Meeniyan (SEJ) 
20 Angus steers, 20-22 mths, Dunoon & Moorunga 
blood 
A/c Z Redpath, Waratah (SEJ) 
20 Angus steers, 18-20 mths, VB, GF & ABF,  
NE Accred, Alpine blood 
A/c S O’Hara, Foster (SEJ) 
15 Angus steers, 16-18 mths
A/c Raj Crooke, Sale (NUTRIEN)
15 Angus steers, 16-18 mths
A/c Heart Park, Sale (NUTRIEN)
13 Angus steers, 18 mths
A/c S & D Pocklington, Dumbalk Nth (SEJ)
12 Angus steers, 18 mths, GF & ABF
A/c J, B & W Luke, Glen Alvie (NUTRIEN)
10 Angus steers, 2 yo
A/c Missen Farming, Gormandale (NUTRIEN)
9 Angus steers, 15 mths, Kunuma blood
A/c Strzelecki Red, Yinnar South (SEJ)
8 Red Angus steers, 15-16 mths, 2 x 7 in 1,  Multimin 
and Dectomax, NE Accred
A/c FL Cassano & GE Forster, Rosedale (NUTRIEN)
7 BB steers, 20 mths

GROWN HEIFERS 
A/c Shima Nojo Holdings, French Island (NUTRIEN)
18 Angus heifers, 16 mths

 WEANERS
A/c SJ & LJ Campbell, Mardan (SEJ)
40 Angus steers, 11 mths, well weaned, Paramectin 
4/7, 2 x 5in1, Leahwood blood

A/c Kings Park, Pound Creek (SEJ)
30 Angus heifers, 10mths 
10 Angus steers, 10 mths 
By Dunoon & Three Oaks Angus blood 
A/c D & L White, Fernbank (SEJ)
40 Angus heifers, 10 mths, VB, GF, ABF & NE Accred
A/c Tullaree Pastoral, Middle Tarwin (NUTRIEN)
30 Angus heifers, 10 mths
A/c P Mattern, Alberton (NUTRIEN)
25 Charo calves, 12 mths, weaned, drenched & 
2x5in1
A/c D & H Campbell, Mardan (NUTRIEN)
20 Angus steers, 10 mths
A/c Missen Farming, Gormandale (NUTRIEN)
16 Angus steers,11 mths, Kunuma blood
A/c JT & PJ Fleming, Willung Sth (NUTRIEN)
15 Angus steers, 11-12 mths, Rosken blood
A/c S Williams, Toora (SEJ) 
15 Angus steers, 12 mths, VB, GF & ABF, Harris Farm 
blood 
A/c D & T Gilheany, Buffalo (SEJ) 
6 Angus steers, 10 mths
8 Angus heifers, 10 mths
By Tullaree Angus Bulls, weaned 
A/c S & B McConnachie, Langwarrin (NUTRIEN)
11 Angus steers, 10 mths
A/c Ballarto Lodge, Koo Wee Rup (SEJ) 
4 Angus Speckle Park steers, 
4 Angus Speckle Park heifers 
9-10 mths, weaned on Pellets, 8 weeks
A/c B O’Loughlin, Berrys Creek (NUTRIEN)
7 Angus heifers, 12-14 mths

XBRED & DAIRY TYPES 
A/c P & L Whiteside, Korumburra South (SEJ) 
8 Hereford Friesian X steers, 22-24 mths, bucket 
reared, GF & ABF 

COWS/HEIFERS  & CALVES
A/c I & J Juster, Staceys Bridge (NUTRIEN)
12x12 Angus Friesian X heifers with Angus CAF,  
3 mths, All calves 2x5in1 & marked, heifers not 
rejoined

SOUTH GIPPSLAND ASSOCIATED AGENTS

VLE – LEONGATHA

5662 4033 5662 2291 0429 050 349 5997 1555

PLEASE NOTE:  4PM WEDNESDAY CURFEW  APPLIES

ON THE LAND

STARTING from early 
2026, there will be new reg-
ulations for all poultry own-
ers on how to care for and 
manage poultry in Victoria, 
as announced by Agriculture 
Victoria. 

The new requirements 
seek to improve poultry wel-
fare and to provide certainty 
and confidence within the 
industry, the community 
and markets. 

All poultry producers or 
backyard poultry owners in 
Victoria must comply with 
the regulations that are rel-
evant to individual poultry 
owners once they com-
mence, from early 2026.

The Poultry Welfare Stan-
dards set out a range of 
practices and infrastructure 
changes for chicken egg 
producers, including new 
furnishing and space allow-
ance requirements for hens 
in cages.

These changes will allow 
hens to perform natural be-
haviours, such as standing 
at full height and perching 
and nesting, to improve their 
welfare. 

The standards allow for a 
choice of egg production sys-
tems including free range, 
pasture-based, barn, aviary 
and larger cages with fur-
nishings (also known as fur-
nished cages).

Mirboo Pastured Poultry 
owner, Ilan Goldman runs 
a small-scale, sustainable 
poultry operation involving 
ethically grown chickens 
which are produced with no 
added chemicals – such as 
hormones, arsenic or anti-
biotics. 

“It’s always nice to have im-
provements, but I’m already 
there, way beyond what they 
need,” Ilan said about the 
new regulations. 

“So, they got access to fresh 
grass every day. They’re in 
small flocks. They’re en-
closed shelters that other 

wild birds or animals can’t 
get access to.” 

“It’s very labour intensive 
and we monitor things; it’s 
not just a few mega sheds 
where you’ve got a few cam-
eras and a few sensors.” 

Ilan said his farm is a “dif-
ferent universe” to other 
large-scale operations that 
exist and while the changes 
won’t affect him, he believes 
it’s a good thing overall.  

Alongside changes to cage 
infrastructure, space and 
furnishings, cages must 
have substrate, recommen-
dations on light exposure 
and intensity will become 
mandated, and hens in mul-
tilevel aviaries must be easily 
accessible by workers.

Changes will apply to out-
door access with a reason-
able number and size of 
access points needed to be 
available for poultry, access 
to appropriately located 
shade, shelter from preda-
tors and opportunities for 
birds to forage and scratch.

Additionally, poultry own-
ers must take reasonable 
action to minimise access 
to poultry feed and drinking 
water by wild birds, to help 
prevent the spread of dis-
eases and poultry must be 
adequately feathered before 
going outdoors.

For poultry in any type of 

housing system, incubators 
must be monitored during 
hatching, and hatchlings 
that are found outside the 
trays must be returned to 
the tray or placed in brood-
ers as soon as possible; in-
duced moulting must not be 
practiced and poultry must 
not be plucked or undergo 
hot blade beak trimming 
– except in exceptional cir-
cumstances.

Where it is necessary to kill 
poultry outside of slaughter-
ing establishments, a per-
son must have the relevant 
knowledge, experience and 
skills to be able to humanely 
kill poultry and prevent un-
due suffering. 

A written contingency plan 
must also be developed by 
owners to minimise the im-
pact of adverse events on 
poultry welfare in any type 
of housing system.  

These new regulations re-
flect the nationally agreed 
standards in the Australian 
Animal Welfare Standards 
and Guidelines for Poultry 
and follow consultation with 
the Victorian poultry indus-
try from 2023 to 2025. 

The Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals (Domestic Fowl) 
Regulations 2016 will also 
be updated to mandate wel-
fare standards for all poultry 
species.

A POWERFUL, practical and free 
one-day workshop on how to build 
resilience, navigate crisis and adapt 
to change will be held in Meeniyan 
on Wednesday, August 27.

Feel confident and equipped to 
make the decisions necessary to 
navigate farm business through the 
current seasonal crisis/challenges 
by:
• �Learning how to navigate compet-

ing priorities for limited resourc-
es (family, farm and business);

• �Identifying key resource issues, 
stressors, risks and opportuni-
ties for farm business;

• �Learning improved decision-mak-
ing skills and how to manage key 
priorities – especially when under 
pressure and stress;

• �Learning skills to rebuild capacity 
after battling personal/health and 
business challenges;

• �Connecting to networks that sup-
port recovery and resilience.
Morning tea and a light lunch pro-

vided. 
On Wednesday, August 27 from 

9am to 3.30pm at the Meeniyan 
Community Hub, 95 Whitelaw 
Street, Meeniyan. 

Register at: trybooking.com/
events/landing/1428925

High quality steers continue to impress
GOOD quality cattle again sold 

strongly at Thursday’s Store Sale, 
with lots of steers in the medium to 
heavy weight bracket making around 
$4.80 a kilo, give or take, and some 
prices going far higher, while well-bred 
lighter steers also excelled.

A pen of 23 Angus steers from S. 
Madden, weighing an average of 295 
kilos sold for $1510, the excellent re-
turn of $5.12 a kilo underlining what 
lighter weight cattle can currently 
achieve.

Rural Operations Group fared well 
with a pen of 13 slightly lighter An-
gus steers that averaged 281 kilos 
and made a healthy $4.94 per kilo at 
$1390 a head.

Moving up the weight divisions, a 
pen of 17 Angus steers from P. Berry-
man and G. McGee fetched $2670 at 
$5.02 per kilo for cattle weighing 531 
kilos on average.

Demand remained strong from 
feedlot buyers, driving the ongoing 
good prices for mid and heavy-weight 
Angus feeders, with local buyers be-
coming more involved after good rain, 
helping drive up weaner steer prices.

Leongatha VLE reported that pric-
es for heavy heifers to feed and the 
better end of the weaner heifers re-
mained steady. David Setches sells for Alex Scott & Staff at Thursday’s Store Sale. A55_2825

From early 2026 all poultry owners will have new 
regulations to follow. Photo: Zosia Szopka on Unsplash

New requirements for all poultry owners announced

Decisions that drive 
drought recovery
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BLINDS

JE
N
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43Free measure & quote

“We come to you”
 Hollands   Sunscreens  Romans

 Canvas awnings  Verticals
 Timber & aluminium Venetians

AH: 5672 38740419 526 0800419 526 080

Zap’s Blinds

Servicing Gippsland - Mark & Rachael Zappa

DINGO SERVICES

H
M
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69

BEN’S DINGO SERVICES

0408 387 722

l Dingo (rubber tracks)
l Bucket work
l Rotary Hoe
l Trenching
Operating locally 
since 2001

l 2 ton excavator
l Post hole boring

TRADES TRADES    SERVICESSERVICES
DIRECTORY

&

ASPHALTING
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ASPHALT
Schoolgrounds, Driveways

Carparks & repairs

66 Nardoo Street, Cape Paterson 3995

Mike Rowley 0411 412 707

ANTENNAS

PAULS ANTENNAS
• Professionally installing Antennas 

• Data Points TV mounting 
• Extra TV points

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Same day service. Covering all areas 
Call Paul anytime 0402 429 114

JE
N
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72

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

f Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

AU22840

AIR CONDITIONING
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CARPET CLEANING
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Cleaner CarpetsCleaner Carpets
Britt

ys

• Carpets • Tiles • Cars• Carpets • Tiles • Cars
• Upholstery • Mattresses• Upholstery • Mattresses

Reasonable rates and friendly service.Reasonable rates and friendly service.
Call David Britt todayCall David Britt today

0400 907 2010400 907 201

CURTAINS & BLINDS

JA
19

73
4

dollar curtains + blinds

value in every dollar

21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi  5672 2915
www.dollarcurtainsandblinds.com.au

curtains

shutters

blinds

outdoor

joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

ELECTRICIAN

H
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joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

JOEL SHARPE 0412 950 720
www.jselectricians.com.au

For all your electrical works including
• Domestic upgrades

• Maintenance and Repairs
• TV, data and home networking

• Lighting installations & upgrades
• Kitchen appliances install

DECK RESTORATION
LB
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78

BEFORE

AFTER

®

Specialists in restoration
& preservation of timber decks

Residential & Commercial

SERVICING ALL OF BASS COAST

1800 332 525
www.deckseal.com.au

CONCRETING
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440491 950 640

CONCRETING
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REINFORCED CONCRETE 
SOUTH GIPPSLAND

For all your  
concreting needs

Phone: 0447 137 009
Email: 

reinforcedconcreteaustralia@gmail.com

ELECTRONICS
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James Dell
10 Ashenden Street

Leongatha, Vic, 3953
5662 3891

admin@gardnerelectronics.com.au

Security/Access control • CCTV • TV
• Data/Phone • Home Theatre • PA

Gardner Electronics

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
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Nick 0421 170 827
nick@basscoasthvac.com.au

Heating & A/C install and maintenance
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

FLOORING
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LET US GIVE YOU A QUOTE

carpetone.com.au 
21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi 

5672 2915

BUILDER
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Renovating your bathroom?
We specialise in bathroom
renovations and general 
carpentry.

David Cowan 
Builder
0425 811 443
Reg. DB-L71510

EARTHMOVING & TREES
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E: tbunn@outlook.com.au
MACHINERY:

• CAT326 Excavator 26 tonne
• CATD7 Bulldozer 25 tonne

• Giltrap Tip Trailers 16 tonne
• MF 7615 4WD tractor with front 

end loader (180 horsepower) • Power grader 
• Scraper • Large wood chipper that can 

handle any size logs, alternative to burning

EARTH MOVING & TREES
TREVOR BUNN 0427 572 270

AIR CONDITIONING
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AU39230

SAVE UP TO $5,000 
WHEN YOU REPLACE YOUR 

GAS DUCTED HEATING

SALE, INSTALLATION 
& REPAIR 

Ask us how!

citytocoastair.com  
0400 001 465

BUILDER
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Adam Schmidt 0418 139 352
ABN 75092084574

aschmidtbuilders@bigpond.com

Specialising in: • Extensions 
• Renovations • New Homes

Decks & Pergolas
• Stairs-Internal & External

• Private Jetties • Retaining Walls

SCHMIDTBUILDERS
TRADITIONAL QUALITY CARPENTRY

BUILDER
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Specialist builder of period style custom homes.

0428 496 266
brad@bradmccormackhomes.com.au CDB-U 66015

BUILDER
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VANDERMEER & SONS

PAUL VANDERMEER
Mobile: 0427 750 568

FREE QUOTES

Over 25 years experience
Bathrooms a speciality

• Decking • Concrete retainer walls • Kitchens
• Bathrooms  • Plastering • Painting  

• Pergolas • Renovations
• Doors & window installation • Built-in robes

SG CONCRETING
LANDSCAPING

House Slabs - Driveways
Shed Floors - Paths

Property Maintenance
s.g.concreting@hotmail.com

IAN 0431105213

Retaining Walls

CONCRETING

GARAGES & SHEDS
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lic no. 100762

•  Garages  
& sheds

•  Supply & install 
•  Supply only
•  Install only

ROOF PLUMBING & 
SHED INSTALLATION

CONCRETE PUMPING
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GARAGES & SHEDS
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Your local, qualifi ed project specialist.
Permits, construction. 1st class service.

Contact Gavin 0433 902 969
www.gippslandgarages.com

FREE QUOTES  Site visits subject to T&C’s.

EARTHWORKS

M
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CaseyCivil
C O N T R A C T O R S

TOORA & SOUTH GIPPSLAND
All types of Earthworks including:

- New driveways and repairs        
- Gravel hard stands & supply - Tip truck hire 

- Tree clearing - General clean ups - Retaining walls

Brad Casey 0477 048 134
Email: caseycivil@outlook.com

BOOKKEEPING
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BAS Agent
26280606

Xero Advisor

Julie Appleyard
0429 425 252

info@jlbbs.com.au

ADVERTISING

DIRECTORY
TRADES TRADES    SERVICESSERVICES&

Advertise your business in the
Sentinel-Times

Send the details of 
your advertisement to:

ads@sgst.com.au
or phone 5672 1888

(Min of five consecutive editions)

We accept:

$50 per edition
full colour

$33.70 per edition mono
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HOME & GARDEN
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N
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Gippsland Home & Garden Maintenance

• Lawns - small acreages, large residential blocks
• Customised holiday property packages
•  Seasonal fruit tree pruning 
•  Complete bathroom reno’s  

by qualified tradesman 
•  Tiling, painting,  

pressure cleaning John 0414 917 468
Call now for a quote!

Years of quality 

experience

TRADES TRADES    SERVICESSERVICES
DIRECTORY

&

RE-STUMPING

JE
N

02
76keanesrestumpting@outlook.com

PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

KEANE & SON
House Restumping & Levelling

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly? 
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly? 
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

ROOF RESTORATION

S.O.S.ROOFING

Call Steve 0412 160 071Call Steve 0412 160 071

YOUR LOCAL ROOFER

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

• Find and � x leaks • Roof repainting
• Roo� ng repointing • Valley renewal

• Roof demossing • Guttering • Gutter cleaning JE
N
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SECURITY

JE
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South Gippsland 
Security Services

• Patrols  • Guards  •  Alarm responses
• Alarm monitoring

Your local security company for 
Leongatha, Korumburra & district

Call Peter & Lesley Allman 5662 4280
Mob. 0427 516 317. Fax 5662 4259. 

                       sgsecurity@bigpond.comLic. No. 655-194-50S

GUTTER CLEANING

LB
10

02VACUUM 
GUTTER CLEANING

Tree Pruning & Removals | Solar Panel Cleaning
Fully insured and 20 years experience

FREE QUOTES
Phone Lochie
0417 315 846
Servicing all areas
impacttg@bigpond.com

1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496

SOLAR
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1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496

Contracting
Cherry Picker
Qualified Arborist 
Qualified Climber
Chipper/Tree Removals
Stump Grinding

TREE SERVICES

LB
10

32

Office Duane Thomas
0493 425 800 0409 968 040

Fully Insured

www.treex.com.au

WINDOW REPLACEMENT
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P: 0418 686 583
ALUMINIUM & TIMBER WINDOW REPLACEMENT

DECKS   |   PERGOLAS  |   VERANDAS

MARK
WESTERNPORT
WINDOWS AND HOME MAINTENANCE

HYGIENE SERVICES

C
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medico

HYGIENE SERVICES

WASTE DISPOSAL

�

Collection of clinical and related waste including sharps

�

Servicing ALL washroom related products

- Sanitary units, nappy units

- Air freshener units, W/C & urinal deep cleans

�

FREE clinical and related waste audits

�

Confidential document disposal service

(1800 633 426)

 Phone:1800 medico

www.medicoservices.com.au

Servicing all  of 

Victoria and Southern

New South Wales

NEED 

A SOLUTION?  

WE HAVE IT!

100% Australian owned and operated

HYGIENE SERVICES
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medico

Phone:1800 medico (1800 633 426)
www.medicoservices.com.au 100% Australian owned and operated

HYGIENE SERVICES
WASTE DISPOSAL

• Collection of clinical and related waste including sharps
• Servicing ALL washroom related products
   - Sanitary units, nappy units
   - Air freshener units, W/C & urinal deep cleans
• FREE clinical and related waste audits
• Confidential document disposal service

Servicing all of
Victoria and Southern

New South Wales

NEED
A SOLUTION?
WE HAVE IT!

LAWN MOWING

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning, hedging, 
rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, weeding, 

mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

RISK FREE
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STEEL & ROOFING SUPPLIES
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5664 7408 | 0427 343 498 | 134 Whitelaw St, Meeniyan
shaun@mcraeengineering.net.au

DELIVERIES ARRANGED OR PICK UPS WELCOME

GENERAL  FABRICATION, STRUCTURAL STEEL,
FARM AND EARTHMOVING,  

MACHINERY REPAIRS, SHEDS, DAIRIES ETC.

McRae Engineering

PAINTER / DECORATOR
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M & J PAINTING

Call Mal 0448 101 771

Commercial/Scheduled maintenance
Reliable and prompt

SPECIALISING IN
PRE-SALE MAKEOVERS

All aspects of painting

HOME MAINTENANCE
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For all repairs and  
improvements to your home.

Quality workmanship at affordable prices.

Call Peter: 0466 115 776
Registered Builder - No: DB-U 4466

Bass Coast
HOME MAINTENANCE  

& IMPROVEMENTS

PAINTER
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LOCAL 
PAINTER
Aden Vandermeer.
Wonthaggi and  
surrounding areas.
FREE QUOTE.

0455 527 714

PET CREMATIONS 
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Pearly Mates Pet Cremations is a family business 
based right here in South Gippsland. We can collect 

your pet from your home or your Vet. 
If we can help ring Kylie or Jonathan on 

0488 373 429 | www.pearlymates.com.au 

REMOVALISTS & STORAGE

1800 441 259 or 0418 303 652
Email: stevesuckling007@gmail.com

Call Steve or Theresa Call Steve or Theresa (Freecall)

Call Steve or Theresa
1800 441 259 (Freecall)

0418 303 652
info@phillipislandremovalist.com.au

www.phillipislandremovalist.com.au
Servicing Bass Coast

Local & 
Interstate
•  Domestic 

Cleaning
•  House 

Cleaning
•  StorageLB
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TILING
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Ser v ic ing Nyora,  Loch and Kor umbur ra

PAINTER
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BRUSH STROKESBRUSH STROKES
PAINTING SERVICE

MIKE FERNLEYMIKE FERNLEY

0488 158 556

No job too small

MECHANICAL SALES & REPAIRS
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welshpooloutdoors@bigpond.com.au
19 Main Street, Welshpool, VIC, 3966 

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
WORKSHOP REPAIRS

ORIGIN GAS DELIVERIES

Ph: 03 5688 1304

WELSHPOOL
OUTDOORS
OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
Ph: 03 5688 1304

WASTE SOLUTIONS

Call the commercial and residential 
waste specialists today!

www.wheelawaste.com.au

5672 2056

Permanent 
waste solutions

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

LANDSCAPING & CONCRETING 
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A.B LANDSCAPING 
& CONCRETING

• Retaining Walls • Paving
• Small Brick Repairs 

• Concreting  • Landscaping 
SMALL JOBS WELCOME

Phone Andrew 0408 822 263

TREE SERVICES
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Gippsland
Tree Services

10+ Years Experience

Matt Harris
0407 245 381

• Arborists • Large Ewp
• Mulching • Insured

• Tree Removals
FREE QUOTES

TREE SERVICES
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Call Brendan Ryan 0448169 258

• Firewood Sales
• Tree care and advice • Pruning 

• Removal • Mulching • Stump grinding

• Free Quotes. 
•  Qualified Arborist  

and Fully Insured. 
•  Over 10 years  

expertise.

0410 652 387        digihomeservices.au  
support@digihomeservices.au  

• Are you feeling frustrated with Technology?
• Confidential & Helpful Service in your home!

• Computers, Mobiles, Tablets, Printers & Wif i Network!
• Contact Bianca (Bass Coast Local)!

IT SERVICES

0410 652 387        digihomeservices.au  
support@digihomeservices.au  

• Are you feeling frustrated with Technology?
• Confidential & Helpful Service in your home!

• Computers, Mobiles, Tablets, Printers & Wif i Network!
• Contact Bianca (Bass Coast Local)!

0410 652 387        digihomeservices.au  
support@digihomeservices.au  

• Are you feeling frustrated with Technology?
• Confidential & Helpful Service in your home!

• Computers, Mobiles, Tablets, Printers & Wif i Network!
• Contact Bianca (Bass Coast Local)!

MECHANIC
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ALL MAKES AND  
MODELS ARE WELCOME!
– LOGBOOK SERVICE
– TYRES AND BRAKES
–  VEHICLE DIAGNOSTICS 

AND MAINTENANCE
– MECHANICAL REPAIRS

OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 8AM TO 5PM
             0494 397 619

ELDRIDGE.MS@OUTLOOK.COM
1/329 WHITE ROAD, SOUTH DUDLEY

TREE FELLING
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NORM HOLLIERNORM HOLLIER
TREE FELLING
• Lopping
• Firewood Sawing
• Tree Removal

• Clear Felling
• Stump Grinding
• Rubbish Removal
• Fully Insured

0438 636 201

TREE FELLINGTREE FELLING
• Firewood Sawing

• Clear Felling
• Stump Grinding
• Rubbish Removal
• Fully Insured

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
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Home Improvements
Over 35 years experience

• Carpentry • Plastering •Painting
Contact Steve 0422 459 882

PLASTERER

All aspects of
Rendering & Plastering

New and existing homes

0400 599 170

FJ Marotta  
Rendering & Plastering

Looking for a Plasterer?
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MILKINS 
FUNERALS

Inc. Wonthaggi Funeral Services. Est 1973.

PRE-ARRANGED AND PRE-PAID 
FACILITIES AVAILABLE

Office - 102 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

For prompt and personalised 
service phone

WONTHAGGI 5672 3123
PHILLIP ISLAND 5952 3485

A.F.D.A.

~ Servicing all districts ~

~ Chapel facilities available ~

Caring and personal 24 hour Service
Main offi ce Wonthaggi

3085 Loch-Wonthaggi Road, Wonthaggi 
(P.O Box 35)

Cowes offi ce (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171
Email: info@handafunerals.com.au

www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au
A.F.D.A.

Locally owned 
and operated by 

Scott & Sharon
Anderson
5672 1074

JE
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CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINE
12 NOON

MONDAYS

Family owned and locally based Funeral 
Directors. We bring 25 years experience 

to families in Traralgon, Morwell, 
Churchill, Moe, Trafalgar, Korumburra 

and surrounding areas. 
THE CHOICE IS YOURS 

Practical, sensible and affordable. 
We offer both at-need and pre-paid 
funerals. Dignity and Respect, always. 

CREMATION PACKAGES 
FROM $3,300

www.harwoodfunerals.com.au
For 24/7 support 0405 669 532
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Office & Chapel
24 Anderson  Street, Leongatha

03 56 622 717
www.handleyfuneralservices.com.au

24 hours, 7 days a week
A.F.D.A

Proudly supporting 
families across the 
Gippsland Region

ACHTEN, 
Glenice Merle:

07.07.1940 - 07.07.2025. 
Passed away 

peacefully. 
Dearly loved wife of 

Jacques (dec.). 
Loving mother and 

mother-in-law of Peter 
and Colleen, Julie and 
Fred, Chris and Anne, 
Shane and Shae (dec.) 

and Emma. 
Grandmother of 
Mitchell, Aimee, 

Shane, Sally-Anne, 
Kayne, Hannah, Max, 

Kiralee and Jake, 
Hayden and Hailey. 

Great grandmother of 
Justin, Millie, Charley, 

Jye, Jack, Jazmine 
and Saylor. 

FINLAY, Mary:
“Mum/Nana” 

Thank you for loving us 
with all your heart. 

You were the heart of 
our home and family. 
You left us beautiful 

memories. 
Your love and strength 

is still our guide. 
Although we cannot 
see you you’ll always 

be in our hearts. 
Together again with 

“Dad/Grandad”. 
We love you, rest easy, 

Love, 
Leigh, Gary, 

Samantha, John, 
Sully and James. 

DEATHSDEATHS
FINLAY, Mary:

“Mum” 
Thank you for loving us 

with all your heart. 
Your family was 

everything to you and 
you taught us all so 

much. 
There is a huge hole in 
our heart, but we are 
comforted by knowing 
that you are “Dancing 
in the stars” with dad. 
Rest easy mum, you 

will never be forgotten, 
we love you. 

Karen and Michael. 
Nana to Madeleine, 
Nathen, Harrison, 

Sophie, Kyle and Jess. 
Nana Mary to Gus, 

Leo and Evie.

FORSTER, 
John Charles:

With deep sadness, we 
announce the passing 

of our beloved husband 
and father, 

John Charles Forster, 
on 9 July 2025. 

He will be dearly 
missed by his wife 

Bernadette 
and children Clarissa 
and Martin. A private 

cremation will be held. 
A memorial service will 
be held at a later date. 

Please visit www.
handleyand 

andersonfunerals.
com.au for details.

DEATHSDEATHS
GORFINE, Angela:

03.11.1960 - 10.07.2025. 
(64 years) 

Darling little Angie - 
beloved daughter of 
Thomas (Tom) and 

Murrium (Marie) 
Gorfine (both dec.). 

Much treasured sister 
of Loretta Raftis and 

Christopher. 
Special auntie of 

Matthew, Jessica and 
Luke, Sarah, Anna and 

Vincenzo and great 
aunt of Scout and 

Thomas. 
Our sweetheart is 

finally with Mum and 
Dad and all the angels. 

Rest in peace. 

HARRIS, Cherie:
Loved wife of 
Kenny John. 

Stepmother to Paula, 
Russell and Karen. 
Adored by Hayley, 

Mitchell, Jason, Laura, 
Nick, Ryan and 

Matthew. 
Loving sister-in-law to 

Carolyn Harris. 
You will always be my 

rock, will love you 
always Cherie.

HARRIS, Cherie:
On Friday 4, July we 

said a very sad 
farewell to Cherie. 

Mother and mother-in-
law of Genevie and 

Calvin. 
Loving wife of 
Kenny John. 

Dear “Oma” to 
Piah and Elle. 
Aunty to Mark, 

Carly and James. 
She will be dearly 

missed by so many 
family and friends. 

A beautiful soul lost. 
Now at Peace.

DEATHSDEATHS
HARRIS, Cherie:
Much loved aunty, 

friend and neighbour to 
Chris, Julie and family. 
Many great memories 
of our time together at 

the farm, 
you will be very missed 

by us all Cherie. 
Now at peace.

KEMP, Terry:
25.01.1948 - 11.07.2025. 

Much loved Dad to 
Darren and Tracey, 

father-in-law to Wayne. 
Proud and loving Pop 
to Allyson (dec.), Luke, 

Chloe, Matthew, 
Caitlin and Jack. 

Great Pop to Ethan, 
Harvey, Lucas Terry, 

and Violet. 
Loved and 

remembered always. 
Please see www.
harwoodfunerals.

com.au for 
Funeral Details. 

KEMP, Terrence 
Reginald:

25 January 1948 - 
11 July 2025. 

Eldest son of Reg and 
Norma Kemp (dec.). 
Beautiful big brother 

of Colleen. 
Much loved uncle to 
Cherie-Ann, Daniel, 
Emma and partners. 

Great Uncle to 8. 
Don’t know what to say 
Ter, except you were 

my beautiful big gentle 
giant brother. 

Always there to help 
when you could, a 

gentleman to the end. 
Fought to the end. 

Rest easy Ter, 
love you forever. 

Til we catch up again 
Love Col xxx

DEATHSDEATHS DEATHSDEATHS DEATHSDEATHS
KEMP, Terry:

Loved brother of 
Cheryl (dec.) and kind 

brother-in-law to 
Serafino. 

Gentle uncle to all our 
children. 

Go gently with the Lord 
and rest in peace, free 

of pain. 
Serafino and family.

KEMP, Terry:
Sadly passed away 

Friday 11, July. 
In loving memory of my 

most beautiful and 
loving big brother 

Terry. 
Happy and loving times 

with you throughout 
our lives are the 

cherished memories I 
keep close to my heart. 

Your loving sister 
Kathryn.

KEMP, Terry:
Our sincere 

condolences to all the 
Kemp family on the 

loss of Terry, in 
particular to his 

children whom he 
loved so dearly. 

Big brother to our mum 
- remembered by our 

family as “Uncle Terry”, 
gentle and kind. 

May you rest in peace. 
Karena and Joe Russo.

McLAUGHLIN, 
Phyllis:

Mum may no longer be 
with us but the love she 

gave will stay 
with us forever. 

We will miss her, but 
we are comforted 

knowing she is 
with dad. 

Forever in 
our hearts. 
Love always, 

Robert, Cheryl, John, 
Sam, Noel, Trish, Carol 

and Debbie.

MOTTON, Ralph:
We are deeply 

saddened of the 
passing of Ralph, our 
friend and neighbour 

for many years. 
Our condolences to 
Gianna, Danielle, 
Tania and Shane. 
Rest in peace. 

John, Marg, Michelle, 
Colin, Andrea, 
and families.

PROUDLOCK, 
Bradley Louis James:

‘Brad’ 
31.10.1950 - 04.07.2025. 

Loved partner of 
Jennifer for 33 years. 
Loving “Dad”, stepdad 

and father-in-law of 
Nathan and 

Charmaine, Raquel 
and Brett, Michael and 
Katie, Simone (dec.) 

and John. 
Adored “Poppy” to all 
his grandchildren and 
great grandchildren. 

Brave and courageous 
until the end. 

STOLLERY, 
Harold Peter:

Born on September 26, 
1936. Died July 7, 

2025. 
Loved husband for 64 

years of Margaret. 
Loved father of Janet, 
Alan, Ian and Kirsten. 

Grandfather of 8 to 
Simon, Liam, Claire, 

Cameron, Riley, 
Alexandra, Samantha 

(dec.) and Jaime. 

WARD, GK:
1943 - 2025. 

Left the building 
Monday morn. 
Left a legend. 
Save the soap 
Save the petrol 
And travel slow 

Unless the hills lets 
you go 

See the splash 
Go quietly 

Ducks will fly 
Sorry too late 

Where’s the chocs 
I think we’re stuck 
The boys are here 

Let them Cheer 
Goodbye plumber. 

Debbie, Storm and Stir.

Connect 
with us
@sentineltimes

ACHTEN:
Requiem Mass for the 
Repose of the Soul for 

Mrs. Glenice Merle 
Achten will be offered 
at Our Lady Star of the 
Sea Catholic Church, 
43 Phillip Island Road, 
San Remo on Tuesday, 

July 22, 2025, 
commencing at 1pm. 

A private cremation 
will follow. 

Glenice’s service will 
be live streamed. 

Please go to 
www.handleyand 
andersonfunerals.
com.au for details. 

GORFINE:
The Funeral Service 

for Miss. Angela Mary 
Gorfine will be held at 
Handley & Anderson 
Chapel, 3085 Loch-
Wonthaggi Road, 

Wonthaggi on Friday, 
July 18, 2025, 

commencing at 2pm. 

A Private Cremation 
will follow. 

Angela’s service will be 
live-streamed, go to 

www.handleyand 
andersonfunerals.

com.au 

MOTTON: 
A Memorial Service to 
Celebrate the Life of 

Mr. Ralph Leslie 
Motton will be held at 

the Korumburra 
Amenities Complex 

(Korumburra 
Showgrounds), Sth. 
Gippsland H’Way, 

Korumburra on 
Wednesday, July 16, 
2025, commencing 

at 1pm. 

FUNERALSFUNERALS

PROUDLOCK:
The Funeral Service 

for Mr. Bradley 
Proudlock will be held 

at The Anglican 
Church of Saint Paul, 

3 Queen Street, 
Korumburra on 

Wednesday, July 16, 
2025, commencing 

at 11am. 
At the conclusion of 

the service the funeral 
will leave for the 

Korumburra Cemetery. 

STOLLERY:
A Memorial Service to 
Celebrate the Life of 

Mr. Harold Peter 
Stollery will be held at 
Mirboo North Uniting 
Church, 32 Ridgway, 

Mirboo North, 
Thursday, July 17, 

2025, commencing at 
11:30am. 

This Service will be live 
streamed, to view 

please go to: 
www.handley 

funeralservices.
com.au 

FUNERALSFUNERALS

FINLAY, Glenda:
Michael, Vicki and their 

families would like to 
thank all their 

wonderful family and 
friends for their food, 

flowers and kind 
messages on the 

passing of their dear 
mum and nan. 

Handley and Anderson 
a huge thank you for 
your professionalism 

and care shown 
to us all. 

Megan Harris, a 
heartfelt thank you for 
your beautiful service 

and support. 

Thank you to all.

BEREAVEMENTBEREAVEMENT
THANKSTHANKS

FILING
CABINETS
Brand new with 

an anti-tilt  
safety feature
Available in 2, 3  
and 4 drawers.

Over 8 colours to 
choose from.

Order now at the 
Sentinel-Times

Wonthaggi office
47 McBride Avenue

5672 1888
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FOR SALEFOR SALE

FIREWOOD: 
2 cubic metre loads. 

$300. 
Contact-5657 3291.

OLD PORT 
POULTRY FARM:

18 week old Isa Brown 
laying hens. 

Available from Sunday 
20.07.25 $32 each. 
Pick up Alberton. 

Ph: 0438 832 535.

VV
C

11
07

W
O
O
D
C
H
I
P
S

W
O
O
D
C
H
I
P
S

WOODCHIPS
FOR CALF 

SHEDS
23, 25 and 50 metre

loads available.
$44/mtr incl GST.

Delivery fee applies 
some areas  

Ph: John 0417 550 621
Daniel 0400 863 512

FOR SALEFOR SALE

MASSIVE LIFESTYLE 
PROPERTY GARAGE 

SALE Incl EX 
STAGING STOCK 
PLUS VEHICLES:

2 days only, 
26 and 27 July, 

10am-5pm. 
30 Allans Rd, 

Koorooman, Vic 3953. 
(No early birds, Cash 

or Pay Id only). 
Lots of furniture, 

appliances incl multiple 
fridges and freezers, 
antiques, machinery 

and tools incl mowers, 
generator, industrial 
compressor, wood 
splitter etc, pots, 

plants, decorator items, 
prints, mirrors etc, 
kitchenware and 

appliances, clothes, 
shoes, pet houses, 

timber, old iron sheets, 
timber doors... too 

much to list all must go! 
2001 Kawasaki ZZR 
1100 $5K ONO low 

KMS - no RWC 
currently viewable 

offsite good condition, 
and 2012 Renault 

Master long wheelbase 
mid roof 226,468kms 
onsite needs some 
minor work no RWC 

great drive $14K ONO! 
BARGAINS 

EVERYWHERE. 

WONTHAGGI:
6 Norfolk Street, 

Friday 18, 9am-3pm. 
Saturday 19, 9am-1pm. 

Electrical tools and 
assorted items.

GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES

13 11 14

HELP IS AS
CLOSE AS THE

TELEPHONE H
M

C
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PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES
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Advertising conditions:
Full name and address of advertiser must be 
supplied even though not necessarily 
included in advertisement.

The publishers reserve the right to omit and 
alter any advertisement. Please check your 
ad is correct the first day it appears. While 
every care is taken to ensure your ad is 
correct, errors can occur. We regret that we 
cannot be responsible for any errors beyond 
the first day if you fail to bring it to our 
attention.

All advertisements must be prepaid unless 
client has an existing credit facility. Accounts 
are due and payable on the due date as 
shown on the account.

The Motor Car Traders Regulations:

States that from July 1, 1998 all 
advertisements for used vehicles including 
motorcycles must include the cash price 
of vehicle and registration number or 
engine number if not registered.

Payments accepted:

Please note that double column advertisements 
requiring a proof must be received at least two 
hours prior to deadline and proofs will not be 
provided for single column advertisements.

DEADLINES

TO ADVERTISE

Classified single column
Mondays 12.00 noon

Classified double column
Fridays 3.30pm

Office Hours:
9am-5pm Monday to Friday

Classifieds

Phone:
5672 1888

Email:
ads@sgst.com.au

In person:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi
36 McCartin St, Leongatha

Mail:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi

Sentinel-Times

Sentinel-Times

USED CARSUSED CARS
TRUCKS & TRACTORSTRUCKS & TRACTORS
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BASS COAST 
CAR REMOVALS
We pay you for your 

unwanted cars, 
4x4’s & trucks

We can remove farm 
scrap metal for free. 

Towing now available.
Call Shane  

7 days a week
5678 2002 or  
0407 599 616

NOTICE TO
ADVERTISERS:
Advertisements offering a  
used motor car for sale must 
include in the advertisement:
(a)   The cash price of the  

motor car; and
(b)  Whichever of the 

following is applicable...
•  If the motor car is 

registered, the registration 
number; or

•  If the motor car is 
unregistered, the engine 
number of the vehicle. H

M
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WANTED ANTIQUES, 
COLLECTABLES, 

VINTAGE, AND 
SHED STUFF:

Cash paid. 
0417 108 286.

WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY

HOUSE MATE 
WANTED - 

INVERLOCH:
To share with male 

owner. 
Fully furnished. 

$250 p/w. 
One month bond. 

References preferred. 
Contact Antonia. 
0410 843 393. 

costie2013@gmail.com

FOR RENTFOR RENT

BASS COAST 
ARTISTS SOCIETY:

A.G.M 2025. 
7 August, 2pm. 

In Wonthaggi Railway 
Goods Shed. 

Contact- 
bcartistssociety@

gmail.com for 
more details.

MEETINGSMEETINGS

Accreditation 
Compliance Officer/ 

Administration Assistant 
(part time)

H
M
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Job Responsibilities:
•  Administration & maintenance of 

TS Constructions OHS, Quality and 
Environmental management systems.

•  Workcover claims, including return to  
work plans

•  Periodic general administration tasks 
including accounts and payroll to cover 
leave for the Office Administration 
Manager

Requirements:
•  Experience in MS Office, including Word, 

Excel and Outlook
•  Experience in accounting software 

(preferably Xero & Attache Payroll)
•  Previous experience in OHS compliance 

would be an advantage
•  An understanding of Workplace Health & 

Safety regulations
• Reliable transport & driver’s licence

Benefits:
• Part-time position
• Friendly and supportive work environment
• Flexible working hours
• Work Days - Wednesday to Friday

More Information:
Send CV & Cover Letter to:
admin@tsconstructions.com.au: 
03 5672 2466
PO Box 267, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995 JA
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Maintenance Technician - Electrical

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EMAIL: As addressed  
FROM: JAY TIZIANI  Phone: 03 5682 0467 Email: jtiziani@sgwater.com.au  
 
Please run the below advert in positions vacant for the following 2 weeks w/c 17/06/19 and 24/06/19 
 

SUPPLIER SUPPLIER 
NO. 

PURCHASE ORDER NO. Cms x Cols 

The Star 1548  92 x 129 T22 
SGST 1501  92 x 129 T22 
The Mirror 1498  92 x 129 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Baseplate Image: 
T22 Waves - Mono 
 

With our 2040 Vision and Strategy guiding us toward our vision - to be a trusted partner, 
advancing water services to support customer and community aspirations - we are seeking a 
skilled, enthusiastic and community focused person to join us.
South Gippsland Water is a diverse, community-oriented organisation and offer the following:
• Strong focus on career opportunities, professional development and training 
• Highly flexible work options, including modified hours and/or work weeks
• Employee Assistance Program and broad wellbeing offers
• Family friendly workplace, including Paid Parental Leave
• Attractive Salary Packaging options available (eligibility conditions apply)
Diversity is celebrated and respected as important for our wellbeing and success. Through 
our Equity, Inclusion and Diversity Strategic Plan, Gender Equality Action Plan and upcoming 
Reconciliation Action Plan we are actively working to address the gender pay gap, create 
opportunities for underrepresented groups and partner with Traditional Owners.
• Permanent Full Time
•  SGW Enterprise Agreement Band 7 $91,505.57-$101,070.60 + Leave Loading + 

Superannuation
Please go to https://www.sgwater.com.au/careers/  

for more details about SGW, the role and how to apply
Applications Close Tuesday, July 15, 2025 at 5pm

Light Vehicle Mechanic
House available for suitable applicant in 
Foster and help relocating.
Full time and part time options available
We are seeking a Light Vehicle Mechanic to 
join our modern and growing business. We 
work on a wide range of vehicles, handling 
everything from servicing and maintenance 
to repairs, as well as installing Ironman 4x4 
accessories and upgrades.
Preferred Experience: 
• Qualified Light Vehicle Mechanic
•  3-4 year apprentices are also encouraged 

to apply  
What We Offer: 
•  Competitive wages above the industry 

award, negotiable based on experience 
•  A spacious, state-of-the-art workshop and 

modern office with all the necessary tools 
and equipment for efficient workflow 

•  A friendly, supportive team with a great 
reputation for quality work 

If you’re looking to join a thriving business 
with opportunities for growth, we’d love to 
hear from you!
How to Apply: 
Call or email Clint to discuss this 
opportunity on 0356 821 211 or 
fosterservicecentre@gmail.com

We look forward to meeting you!
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Discover a healthier you

Job vacancies 
B&W. 1 module x 11cm  for edition week starting  11 June 2018

Positions Available

Director of Nursing 
Registered Nurse Grade 7 

DON (13-24) , 1 EFT* ongoing
Closing: 25 June 2018 at 5pm

Facilities Manager
HS4 0.8 –1.0 EFT * ongoing

Closing: 25 June 2018 at 5pm

Nursing Casual Bank
Registered Nurse

Min Grade 2 
Registered Nurse Midwife 

Min Grade 2 
Enrolled Nurse 

Min EN 2.7 

For more information about 
these positions and application 

process, please visit our 
website at : 

southgippslandhospital.org.au/
employment. 

(*Note SGH offers flexible 
working arrangements and job 

sharing may be available)

southgippslandhospital.org.au

Positions Vacant
District Nurse - Casual

Level 1 CN 2.1 – 2.4
Allied Health Assistant - Casual

AHA, Grade 2
For more information:

https://southgippslandhospital.com.au/
employment-2/

Volunteer Expression of Interest
Volunteer Catering Administration Assistant

For more information call 
Annie on 5683 9704

www.southgippslandhospital.com.au/
volunteers JE

N
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Qualified Carpenter 
Wanted 

We are seeking an energetic, passionate, 
trustworthy, qualified carpenter for a 
permanent full time (Monday-Friday) 

subcontractor position within a  
small family run business.

Must have own transport and tools,  
and be willing travel up to 1 hour  

from our base at Wonthaggi. 
Hourly rate offered to be based  

on experience level.
We offer a diverse range of working 

opportunities ranging from small scale 
renovation work through to large new 

homes, from set out to handover the ideal 
candidate will have the opportunity to be 

involved in every aspect of our builds. The 
candidate shall also mentor and teach 

apprentices the trade. 
Flexible work hours available if 
requested, please call Brad on  

0428 496 266 to discuss further. JE
N
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Much hardship and difficulty is caused to 
jobseekers by misleading advertisements 
placed in the employment columns.
Our Positions Vacant / Situations Vacant 
columns are reserved for advertisements 
which carry a specific and genuine offer of 
employment.
Ads for ‘Business Opportunities’, 
‘Commission Only/Sales,’ training courses 
and employment services should be 
submitted under those headings.
Placing misleading job ads is an offence 
against the ACL and all advertisements 
are subject to the publisher’s approval. 
For further advice contact the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission on 
1300 302 502 or Consumer Affairs Victoria.

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE:

SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANT

Visit our website:
www.sgst.com.au
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SGH Energy VICP54 Pty Ltd (SGH Energy) is the operator of the Longtom gas field in production 
licence VIC/L29 and the Longtom pipeline VIC/PL38, situated approximately 30 km off the Gippsland 
Coast in eastern Bass Strait. 

SGH Energy is conducting consultation in support of a periodic revision to the Environment Plan for 
its Longtom operations.

Longtom gas production commenced in 2009 from two subsea wells which are connected into the 
Longtom pipeline. The Longtom facilities are connected to the Amplitude Energy-owned Patricia 
Baleen pipeline and then into the Orbost Gas Plant. The two subsea wells are currently shutdown 
and isolated by means of closed valves. Inspection and maintenance campaigns continue to be 
undertaken periodically by offshore vessels during the non-production phase. Planning is underway 
for the resumption of Longtom gas production, which may occur from 2028 onwards. 

SGH Energy is committed to ensuring that all relevant persons are informed about its Longtom 
operations and welcomes any enquiry. If you would like further information regarding the Longtom 
facilities and future operations or would like to provide feedback on how your functions, interests or 
activities may be affected by the facilities and future activity, please contact us by email 
sghenergy@sghenergy.com.au.

South Gippsland 
Team Leader 

Gippsland Ports is a provider of 
waterway management, dredging, marine 

infrastructure and asset management 
services along the Gippsland coast from 

Anderson Inlet to Mallacoota. 
We are currently seeking a suitably 

qualified and experienced person to assist 
the Manager to accomplish all aspects of 

day-to-day operations of the  
Port Welshpool Depot, including 

administration and programming of works, 
on-the-job supervision of staff, adherence 

to OHS policies and procedures and to take 
a lead role in the construction, repair and 

maintenance of marine based assets.
The ideal candidate should have strong 
construction experience and knowledge, 
good interpersonal and supervisory skills, 

and be able to work independently and in a 
team environment.

Enquiries about this position should be 
directed to the South Gippsland Manager, 

Jake Griffin on 0400 932 576. 
To be considered for this position, 

candidates must address the key selection 
criteria found within the position description.

For a full position description and 
application details, please visit our 

website www.gippslandports.vic.gov.au/
employment.php or phone Jaine Watt, 

Human Resources Coordinator  
on 0417 489 936.

Applications close on  
Thursday, July 17, 2025

V
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Receptionist/ 
Administration Assistant

We have a position available for a 
receptionist/administration assistant at our 
office in Korumburra.

The role comprises diverse responsibilities 
from general reception duties and banking 
to BAS & Tax Return lodgement and ATO 
liaison.   

The ideal applicant would be reliable 
with excellent communication and time 
management skills, be a quick learner with 
high attention to detail and show initiative 
whilst contributing to a team environment.

Training will be provided, however 
proficiency with Microsoft Office and 
general computer usage is highly desirable. 
Experience in a similar office environment 
and knowledge of the Australian taxation 
system would be highly regarded.  

Applications should be sent to  
Donna - donnaw@wef.com.au or  

21-23 Commercial St, Korumburra 3950.
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WILLIAMS, EDWARDS & FINDLAY
CERTIFIED PRACTISING ACCOUNTANTS

Administration Officer
(Part-Time)

Commencing July 2025 | 7.5 hours per week
Meeniyan Preschool is seeking an 
experienced and motivated Administration 
Officer to support the efficient operation of 
our community-run kindergarten. This is a 
part-time position commencing in July 2025.
Key Requirements:
•  Demonstrated experience in administration, 

bookkeeping, payroll, and financial 
recordkeeping.

•  Proficiency in managing budgets, 
reconciliations, and general financial 
operations.

•  Strong organisational and time-
management skills; ability to work 
independently.

•  Excellent interpersonal skills and a 
collaborative working style with staff and 
committee members.

•  Competency in using computer-based 
accounting/bookkeeping software.

•  Current Working with Children Check  
(or willingness to obtain).

For a position description or for further 
enquiries please contact  
Melissa McRae via email  

president.meeniyan@kindergarten.vic.gov.au. 
Applications, including a cover letter, must be 

submitted by Close of Business, 
Friday, July 18, 2025.
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• Debenham Australia • Permanent Full Time
We are a locally owned business in Leongatha 
seeking a confident, friendly and enthusiastic  
Office Administrator, looking for a long-term  

future with progression and growth.
The position is permanent full time,  

the hours are Monday to Friday.
It is essential that the successful applicant be 

computer literate and be confident with word, excel,  
data entry and confident phone manner.

You will need to have a high attention to detail and 
deliver accurate work. A strong work ethic and time 
management skills are required as you must have 

the ability to multi-task in a busy office environment.
You will need to be well presented,  
confident with a pleasant manner.

This position will suit a person who wants to be part
of a dynamic workplace undertaking a diverse role

Immediate Start
To apply, submit your CV with references to  

jade@debenham.com.au
Applications close C.O.B  
Monday, 21st July, 2025

EXPERIENCED OFFICE 
ADMINISTRATOR

Full Time
The Company – Debenham Australia, based in 
Leongatha, is a leader in the provision of advice 
and products relating to soil, pasture and animal 
nutrition throughout Australia. Due to an expanded 
offi ce work load, we are seeking an additional 
experienced person on a full time basis to assist 
in offi ce administration from April 2018.
The Position – You would be reporting directly 
to the Offi ce Manager and working with the 
other offi ce staff, the owners and fi eld staff, 
to ensure that all administration duties are 
completed in a professional and timely manner.  
We are seeking a person who has offi ce 
administration experience. For the successful 
candidate opportunities for promotion will exist 
as positions become available.
Responsibilities include:
•  Client communication;
•  Data Entry;
•  Co-ordinating purchase and sales orders;
•  Managing inventory and freight logistics;
•   Maintaining the day to day fi nancial records 

of Debenham Australia.
The Person should have an understanding 
and affi nity towards the rural industry, an ability 
to work independently and also in a team 
environment with good time management. We 
are seeking a person with excellent skills in 
customer service, computer usage (Microsoft 
Word and Excel) and book keeping with a 
preferred working knowledge of MYOB. 
This is an excellent opportunity for the right 
person. Debenham Australia offers ongoing 
training and personal development opportunities 
along with an attractive salary package.
Please forward your application along with 
3 references in confi dence, by COB Friday 
9th March  2018 to: 

52A Bair Street 
PO Box 187, LEONGATHA VIC 3953
Tel: 5662 5317  Fax: 5662 5348
Email: offi ce@debenham.com.au

Office Administrator 
/ Receptionist
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Receptionist / Admin
The South Gippsland Sentinel-Times is 
looking to employ a Receptionist/Admin 
person to work in our Wonthaggi office.
The position is part-time, Monday-Friday, 
with the potential to cover for annual leave.
The ideal candidate will have excellent 
organisational skills and the confidence  
to work unsupervised.
Duties include: 
• Reception
• General administration
• Classified advertisement bookings

Experience in a similar role  
would be highly regarded.

Please email cover letter and resume to 
jim@sgst.com.au

Only suitable applicants will be contacted, 
and an appointment will be made as

soon as the right person is found.
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MORE than 900 kitch-
en-related house fires 
have been recorded 
across Victoria in less 
than 12 months, prompt-
ing safety warnings from 
the state’s fire services. 
Between May 17, 2024, 
and March 31, 2025, Fire 
Rescue Victoria (FRV) at-
tended 750 residential 
fires that started in the 
kitchen, accounting for 
nearly half – 39.8 per 
cent – of all residential 
fires within its jurisdic-
tion during that period.

During the same pe-
riod, CFA responded to 
219 structure fires origi-
nating in the kitchen, 
representing 28.3 per 
cent of all house fires in 
CFA serviced areas.

The combined total 
equates to an average of 
just over three kitchen 
fires per day in Victoria.

Among those who’ve 
been affected by a kitchen 
fire is Melbourne woman 
Jen Vuk, who suffered 
serious burns in Sep-
tember 2024 after her 
flowing top caught alight 
while she was making tea 
on a gas stovetop.

“Before I’d even had a 
chance to realise what 
was happening, the 
flames had already de-
voured my top and were 
spreading fast across my 
chest, up my neck and 
under my arm. It felt like 
it wanted more with ev-
ery second,” Jen said.

“I tried to put the fire 
out by sprinkling water 
from the tap onto myself. 
It didn’t help. In fact, it 
only helped to fan the 
flames.”

Jen believes that if it 
weren’t for the quick ac-
tions of her family, in-
cluding her 17-year-old 
son, who came to her 
aid and removed most of 
her burning clothes, and 
standing under a cold 
shower for 20 minutes 
before being taken to 
The Alfred, her injuries 
would have been much 
worse.

She spent two weeks in 
the Alfred burns unit and 

underwent multiple sur-
geries.

She’d suffered mid to 
deep dermal burns to her 
chest, neck, right arm 
and back, and superficial 
burns to her face.

Now months into re-
covery, Jen hopes that 
by sharing her experi-
ence she can help others 
understand how quickly 
life-changing incidents 
can unfold.

“If this helps even one 
person remember to 
stop, drop and roll when 
their clothes catch fire, 
then job done,” she said.

Unfortunately, stories 
such as Jen’s are on the 
rise.

Acting Deputy Director 
Victorian Adult Burns 
Service at The Alfred Dr 
Tam Quinn said there 
had been a 21 per cent 
increase in patients pre-
senting with burns sus-
tained in the home this 
year, and many of these 
patients require surgery 
and skin grafting.

“Any burn injury requir-
ing grafting can be life 
changing, because while 
lifesaving, they can leave 
scarring and result in 
some functional impair-
ment,” Dr Quinn said.

“Depending on the 
severity of the burn, 
patients may require 
prolonged stays in the in-
tensive care unit, weeks 
in hospital and potential-
ly a rehabilitation facility. 
In the long term, patients 

may require months to 
years of scar manage-
ment, not to mention the 
psychological impact that 
such an injury can have.”

Victoria’s fire agencies 
encourage all Victori-
ans to take the follow-
ing steps to remain safe 
while in the kitchen:
• �Pay attention in the 

kitchen and never leave 
cooking unattended.

• �Take extra care around 
open flames if wearing 
flowing or loose-fitting 
clothing.

• �Always supervise chil-
dren, keep them away 
from the stovetop and 
oven.

• �Keep stovetop, griller, 
oven, rangehood and 
cooking area free from 
built-up grease, dust 
and oil.

• �Combustibles such as 
tea towels and paper 
towels must be kept 
away from cooking and 
heat sources.

• �Make sure kitchen ap-
pliances are clean and 
in good working or-
der. Keep pot handles 
turned in.

• �A fire extinguisher and 
fire blanket should be 
installed within easy 
reach but away from 
the cooking area.

• �Victoria Fire Services 
recommends that you 
only use a fire extin-
guisher or fire blanket 
if you feel physically 
and mentally able to use 
this equipment safely. 

Sentinel-Times

Is your 
employment 
opportunity 

listed online?
Advertise your job vacancy  

in the Sentinel-Times and get a  
FREE listing in our online  

and searchable directory at 

www.sgst.com.au
Email your job adverts to: 

ads@sgst.com.au
DEADLINE: Fridays 3.30pm

Burning warning following 
hundreds of kitchen fires

Jen Vuk has shared her harrowing experience after 
her clothes caught alight while in the kitchen.
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YOUNG farmers are encour-
aged to apply for the 2025 Young 
Farmer Upskill and Invest Schol-
arship.

The program offers scholar-
ships of up to $10,000 for early-
career farmers aged 18 to 40, 
with up to $5000 available for 
education or training, and an ad-
ditional $5000 to invest directly 
into their farm business.

Member for Eastern Victoria 
Melina Bath urges those who are 
eligible not to miss out on apply-
ing, saying it’s a great opportuni-
ty for those committed to build-
ing a future in agriculture.

Ms Bath said the program sup-
ports the development of practi-
cal skills in areas such as agrono-
my, land management, irrigation 
and business operations. 

Applications are open to young 
farmers who have been working 
in a farm business for at least 
three days a week over the past 
three months and have at least 
two years of on-farm experience.

Visit vic.gov.au/youngfarmers 
for further information. 

Applications close on July 23.

APPLICATIONS are now open 
for Gippsland Water’s Sum-
mer Internship Program, which 
will take place from November 
2025 to February 2026.

The program offers under-
graduate students the opportu-
nity to apply theory from their 
studies in their chosen field.

Acting managing director Nic 
Moss said the program has 
provided great opportunities 
for students to use their knowl-
edge in an industry environ-

ment for more than 25 years.
“The program gives students 

a taste of what it’s like to work 
in the water industry right here 
in Gippsland,” he said.

“We offer a paid opportunity 
for interns to work in their cho-
sen field, with dedicated men-
toring and coaching.

“The internship runs for a pe-
riod of up to 12 weeks, and in-
terns will work in a team to de-
liver for our local community.”

Applications are open in the 

following areas:
•  Engineering: civil, environmen-

tal, mechanical, mechatronics, 
electrical and process.

•  Environmental science: biolo-
gy, natural resource manage-
ment, climate, sustainability, 
ecology and botany.

•  Business and commerce: le-
gal, media and communica-
tion, marketing, design and 
journalism.

•  Information technology.
For some students, the 

program can be used to gain 
credit towards their degrees.

Gippsland Water is a fit-for-
purpose organisation with a 
focus on prioritising work-life 
balance, personal and organ-
isational development, and fos-
tering a supportive and inclu-
sive workplace.

For more information on the 
Summer Internship Program 
and to apply visit gippswater.
com.au/summerinternshippro-
gram. 

TAFE Gippsland claimed a 
clean sweep of the major ap-
prentice chef awards in this 
year’s AUS TAFE State Finals 
held at William Angliss Insti-
tute, with the Best Third Year 
Apprentice and overall highest 
point scorer being Jesse Payne 
of The Rusty Gurnard in Port 
Welshpool. 

Jessica Fraser-Smith, who 
works at Walhalla Lodge, was 
Best First Year Apprentice, 
while Jennifer Creati of Neil-
sons Kitchen in Traralgon was 
Best Second Year Apprentice.

Students from TAFE 
Gippsland were up against 
those of other Victorian TAFEs 
and private training providers.

All three winning students 
will represent Victoria at the 
AUS TAFE National Finals in 
Sydney later this year, a huge 
honour and an opportunity to 
showcase their skills on the na-
tional stage. 

Adding more local pride 
to the mix, TAFE Gippsland 

culinary trainer Kellie Smith 
was named Victorian Team Cap-
tain and will lead the state team 
at the Sydney International Con-
vention Centre in September.

“To see our students perform 
so strongly on the state stage is 
proof of the skills and potential 
we have in our region,” Kellie 
said. 

At the recent State Finals, 
Third Year Apprentice Chris-
tina Brown and Second Year 
Apprentice Kara Oxley were 
among the TAFE Gippsland 
students awarded medals, the 
pair working at Foster’s South 
Gippsland Hospital.

First Year Apprentice Liam 
Willis, who works at the Coun-
try Club in Warragul, also re-
ceived a medal.

“These results reflect the ded-
ication of our students, the sup-
port of local employers and the 
passion of our trainers, many 
of whom bring years of indus-
try experience to the kitchen,” 
TAFE Gippsland stated.

IF YOUR child is experiencing 
challenges with dressing, toilet-
ing, cleaning their teeth and the 
other tasks of daily living, they 
could benefit from a new service 
at Bass Coast Health (BCH).

Paediatric occupational thera-
pist Jade Potter has joined the 
team and works with children 
aged up to 12 years with delays 
in the development of their fine 
motor skills, and difficulties 
with sensory processing and 
regulating their emotions.

“This could include chal-
lenges with manipulating small 
toys, opening containers, eating 
with cutlery, coordination and 
spatial awareness,” she said.

Jade offers individual ses-
sions at Wonthaggi Hospital and 

the Phillip Island Community 
Hospital, as well as small group 
sessions with speech patholo-
gists at Wonthaggi Hospital. 
During these sessions, young 
children come together to learn 
about language and skills for 
preparing for school, such as 
pre-literacy education, learning 
how to wait and using pencils.

Jade also works with local 
kindergartens to screen for 
children who would benefit 
from allied health support.

To access paediatric occupa-
tional therapy, parents can self-
refer their children or obtain 
a referral from their General 
Practitioner.

For more information, go to: 
basscoasthealth.org.au/ot.

A SIGNIFICANT chapter in the 
history of RSL Victoria has be-
gun, with Dr Mark Schroffel of-
ficially assuming the presidency 
at the recent RSL State Confer-
ence. In a moment punctuated 
by both respect for the past 
and optimism for the future, Dr 
Schroffel took the opportunity 
to commend his predecessor, 
Dr Webster, for an extraordinary 
legacy of service spanning more 
than 35 years on the State Exec-
utive, including eight dedicated 
years as State President.

During his address, Dr 
Schroffel paid heartfelt tribute 
to Dr Webster’s enduring com-
mitment and unwavering lead-
ership and that his dedication 
has shaped the RSL’s journey 
and set an example for all. 

A key highlight of the State 
Conference was the release of 
the much-anticipated Opera-
tional Governance and Struc-
ture Report, a comprehensive 

review examining the RSL’s op-
erations across Victoria. 

The report scrutinises all lev-
els of the organisation – from 
State Office to the broader net-
work of over 260 individual 
sub-branches and over 400 
patriotic accounts – shedding 
light on both the strengths and 
the complexities of maintaining 
a federated model.

The review did not shy away 
from the challenges faced by 
a network as vast and diverse 
as the RSL in Victoria. It ac-
knowledged the intricacies of 
supporting veterans and their 
families across numerous loca-
tions and the multifaceted re-
sponsibilities involved in stew-
arding patriotic accounts with 
transparency and rigour.

The State Conference set the 
tone for an ambitious road-
map ahead. The findings and 

recommendations from the 
new report are expected to 
drive significant changes over 
the next 12 months, as RSL 
Victoria embarks on a journey 
to modernise its governance 
and operational practices.

Dr Schroffel emphasised that 
these changes are not just pro-
cedural but are rooted in a re-
newed commitment to delivering 
the highest quality of support for 
veterans and their families. 

The focus now is on trans-
formation – ensuring that the 
structures, processes, and cul-
ture reflect the evolving needs of 
those we serve. The RSL owes 
it to their community to adapt, 
improve, and lead with integrity.

As RSL Victoria looks to the 
future under Dr Schroffel’s 
leadership, members, veterans, 
and their families can anticipate 
a period of transition aimed at 
building a more resilient and re-
sponsive organisation. 

The next year will be marked 
by careful preparation and the 
implementation of the review’s 
recommendations, laying the 
foundations for a modern RSL 
Victoria equipped to meet the 
challenges and opportunities of 
the years to come.

POLICE BRIEFS
Offender apprehended

POLICE from the Cowes 
Police Station were seeking 
the assistance of the local 
community to identify the 
person whose image was 
shown on the Eyewatch – 
Bass Coast PSA Facebook 
page over the weekend.

It is alleged that on July 
12, at about 1.45pm, the 
person was detected com-
mitting offences related to 
an illegally modified e-Bike 
and carrying a wood picket, 
and then hindering police, 
in the area of Settlement 
Road Cowes.

Attending police took an 
image of the person, at 
which time it is alleged the 
person gave false particu-
lars about their identity and 
then failed to stop for police 
and rode away in a danger-
ous manner when police at-
tempted to search them due 
to having other suspicious 
items with them. 

Based on Eyewatch shar-
ing, the offender was iden-
tified as a 14-year-old from 
Thornbury who was holi-
daying in Silverleaves.

The offender was inter-
viewed on Monday by the 
Greensborough Highway pa-
trol and will be receiving a 
summons to attend Korum-
burra Children’s’ Court at a 
future date for the following 
offences:
•  Fail to stop on police di-

rection
•  Unlicenced driving
•  Use unregistered motor 

vehicle
•  Use unroadworthy motor 

vehicle
•  State false address when 

requested by police
A notice to surrender was 

also served, with the e-bi-
cycle to be presented to the 
vehicle impound yard within 
seven days.

When examined the ‘bi-
cycle’ was found to be using 
a 3000kw engine, when the 
law says that it can be no 
higher than 250kw.

Young farmer 
opportunities

Jesse Payne, who works at The Rusty Gurnard was named 
Best 3rd Year Apprentice at the recent AUS TAFE State Finals 
being pictured on the right, alongside TAFE Gippsland trainer 
Kellie Smith, Jessica Fraser-Smith (Best 1st Year Apprentice, 
Walhalla Lodge) and Jennifer Creati (Best 2nd Year Apprentice, 
Neilsons Kitchen, Traralgon).

Local TAFE Gippsland students taste success

Children to benefi t from new service at Bass Coast Health

Bass Coast Health’s new paediatric occupational therapist, 
Jade Potter, left, leads a group session with speech pathologist 
Maddy Caddy and allied health assistant Ella Osborne for 
children Charlie Zagar, Dante Bennett, Tuscany Bennett, 
Stefan Zagar and Poppy Cazaly.

Dr Mark Schröffel was been 
elected unopposed as RSL 
Victoria’s new president at 
the State Annual Conference 
recently.

Dr Mark Schroff el takes the helm as RSL Victoria’s President
By Inverloch RSL

Industry experience awaits for inspiring graduates at Gippsland Water 
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Perfect results for  
Wonthaggi shooters

THE Wonthaggi Clay Target 
Club (WGC) showcased outstand-
ing skill and determination in the 
second round of the Southern 
Triangle series, held at Morning-
ton Clay Target Club Inc, with 
members bringing home a string 
of impressive results.

Leading the charge was Bren-
dan McRae, who shot a flawless 
round in the 50-target handicap, 
becoming the only shooter to 
score a perfect 50/50.

Strong efforts were also de-
livered by Stuart Allen, Steven 
Fox, David Kent, and Mel Chap-
man, all earning wins or placings 
in their respective events. The 
50-target double barrel shoot-off 
saw three WGC members – Stu, 
Foxy, and Dave – go head-to-head 
with remarkable accuracy:

Steven Fox scored 50/50 + 
44/45

David Kent followed closely with 
50/50 + 48/49

Stuart Allen posted a massive 
50/50 + 129/130

With these results, Wonthaggi 
continues to lead the series head-
ing into the final round, which will 
be held this Saturday, July 19, at 
Nepean Clay Target Club Inc.

Winter pairs bridge 
ON TUESDAY, July 8 at Wont-

haggi RSL, Alan Johnston and 
Lois Dwyer came in top of the 
pops again with 59.90 percent, 
Jean Barbour and Anne Gibson 
57.81, Ruth Harvey and Su Ed-
wards 56.94, Jenny Jacob and 
Bruce Higgs 52.6, Hannah Mar-
tin and Maureen Stiles tied with 
Denise Allit and Doug McIntosh, 
both pairs on 51.56 percent.

Last Friday, July 11, father/son 
pair Philip and Neville Chapman 
led N/S with 64.81 per cent, Alan 
Johnston and Clive Hope 54.50, 
Marie Sands and Ken McKenzie 
tying with Kathy Dowd and Doug 
McIntosh, both pairs 52.65 per 
cent.

In E/W, Faye Rowlands and John 
Currier 65.48 per cent, Matti 
Shub and John Quayle 64.29, 
Bronwyn Sund and Anne Gibson 
58.63, Robyn Synan and Michael 
Dooley 55.95 per cent.

Phillip Island  
Bridge Club 

WINNERS for this week’s Dupli-
cate Bridge: 

Monday, July 7 – five and a half 
tables: Neville Chapman and Lor-
rie Read on 63 per cent.

Wednesday, July 9 – four tables: 
Moya Crowley and Karen Klym 
equal first with Graham and Wen-
dy McKergow on 67.59 per cent.

No Bridge will be held on 
Wednesday, July 16, as the power 
will be off in Newhaven. 

Nationwide for the week can be 
played at South Gippsland Bridge 
Club at the Wonthaggi RSL. 

Be there from 12.15pm for a 
12.45pm start on Tuesday, July 15.

SPORTS

Brendan McRae shot a perfect 
50 at Mornington.

The Wonthaggi Croquet Club contingent that went to Phillip Island included Terry Nash, Marj Prendergast, Kathy Ross, John 
Priller, Sue Priller, Neil Warburton, Sue Baker and Tom Lacey.

Close result for Wonthaggi Croquet
FOUR pairs from Wonthaggi 

travelled to Phillip Island to 
compete in their Open Level 
Play tournament on the week-
end of June 28 and 29.

John and Sue Priller won 
three games, Kathy Ross 
and Terry Nash also three 
with Marj Prendergast and 

Neil Warburton winning five 
games, being pipped out of the 
runner-up position on hoop 
difference by Tom Lacey and 
Sue Baker. 

The eventual winners, with 
six games, were Ray Biffen 
(Drouin) and Claire Earl (Phil-
lip Island).

There was great representa-
tion from the Wonthaggi club 
and a great day of croquet was 
held by all.

Another fundraiser was held 
at Bunnings on Sunday, July 
6, with the weather being well 
and truly in the club’s favour. 

Many snags were cooked 

and sold, and the day was a 
huge success. 

Thanks to all that contribut-
ed, in particular Bert Orr, who 
organised, set up, cleaned up 
and was basically on the job 
all day.

Great effort Bert and every-
one involved.

Kez and Lou share glorious milestone at Korumburra Bena
LOYAL Giants Kerryn ‘Kez’ 

Gow and Louise ‘Lou’ McMeekin 
enjoyed a rare double mile-
stone, each notching up senior 
netball game 350 in Korum-
burra Bena’s thumping home D 
Grade win over Warragul Indus-
trials on Saturday.

With Kez dividing her time be-
tween centre and goal defence 
and Lou as goal keeper, the  
Giants triumphed by 24 goals.

Both have featured in mul-
tiple premierships for the club, 
with Kez having played a couple 
of seasons in A Grade and Lou 
making it as high as B Grade.

Besides their substantial on 
court contributions, they have 
coached and held committee 
positions for the Giants.

Both are always around the 
netball courts helping out, with 
Kez equally at home as team 
manager or first aider and nev-
er missing a chance to cheer on 
other players, especially the ju-
niors.

“Her energy on and off the 
court is amazing and contagious 
and the younger generation  
looks up to her,” Giants secre-
tary Shay Walker said.

Kez continues to be a competi-
tive force on court and can play 
in any position, often stepping 
in and supporting other grades 
when required.

“She plays a mean game, nev-
er gives up and fights right until 
the end,” Shay said.

Lou also loves her netball, of-
ten being there from the start of 
the day until the end, supporting 

the juniors, including helping 
with NetSetGo.

She also supports other 
grades as team manager or first 
aider and is an enthusiastic 
supporter on the sidelines.

Shay praised the strength of 
Lou’s own game and what she 
brings to the Giants’ defence.

“She’s always mentoring her 
teammates in a positive and  

energetic way,” she added.
Lou is also a keen fundraiser 

for the club.
“What makes this milestone 

even better is that Kerryn and 
Louise are the best of friends,” 
Korumburra Bena B Grade 
coach Ange Williams said of the 
joint 350 game celebration, hav-
ing previously coached the pair 
to back-to-back premierships.

Close friends ‘Kez’ Gow and ‘Lou’ McMeekin share a special moment before taking to the court 
in senior game 350 for each of them.

The Section 1 Tuesday Ladies’ Tennis premiers were the 
Wonthaggi Sapphires. Wonthaggi Sapphires 5-47 defeated 
Westernport 1-31. Pictured from left, Genelle, Becky, Shelley, 
Robyn and Pam.

Korumburra won Section 2 in the Tuesday Ladies’ Tennis 
grand final. Korumburra 5-43 defeated Bena 1-28. Pictured 
from left, Jenn, Chris, Pam and Susan. 

— Tuesday ladies’s tennis grand finals —
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OVERNIGHT rain failed to 
dampen spirits at the Grand 
Ridge Rail Trail Run with the 
rain clearing and the sun com-
ing out halfway through the 
event.

Forty participants came to 
visit the Grand Ridge Rail Trail 
including a few with visiting 
grandkids and families who 
are yet to register for their bar-
code.

The school holidays offered 
many a chance to travel and get 
away.

Speaking to one of our visi-
tors photos of past events with 
the fog lifting through the sun-
beams attracted many to come 
and experience our rail trail for 
themselves.

The visitors left saying they 

would be bringing more par-
ticipants our way next time.

As people cross the finish line 
it is always a joy to talk about 
the unique aspects of the rail 
trail, the beautifully graded 
surface, the canopy of trees 
and wildlife sightings.

Amongst the highlights are 
the hill on the return trip and 
the optical illusion of the finish 
line that appears to stay in the 
distance for much longer than 
anticipated.

Participants enjoyed warm-
ing up back at Jimmy Jambs.

Thanks to our volunteers 
this week Carmel Quirk, Dave 
Knowles, Georgia McIlwaine, 
Julia Groves, Laura McIlwaine, 
Marissa Shields, Peter Kruse, 
Linda Zhang and Steve Quirk.

BE GAME-READY and take part in free 
workshops this July and August to learn 
more about the Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil’s Fair Access Policy and how it applies 
to their club.

A year on from the policy’s adoption, 
the Council are teaming up with GippS-
port to deliver two free, fun and practical 
workshops for club volunteers. Whether 
you’re a coach, committee member, par-
ent or player, these sessions will give you 
the tools to improve gender equity at your 
club.

The council understand that club volun-
teers are busy, so you can pick the session 
that suits you:
• �Online workshop on  Monday, July 

28 (6.30pm–8pm) or
• �In-person session with supper at Wont-

haggi Community Stadium on Tuesday, 
August 5 (6.30pm–8pm).
Both workshops are free to attend and 

are designed to help each club meet Fair 
Access requirements, strengthen their 
commitment to gender equity, and plan 
for the future. All Bass Coast sporting 
clubs are encouraged to attend.

SAILING across Bass Strait 
in a raft made entirely from 
rubbish has been a life-defin-
ing achievement for Tasma-
nian sailor Samuel McLennan.

Currently moored at Rhyll 
on Western Port Bay Samuel 
was a guest speaker over the 
weekend at the Phillip Island 
Whale Festival.

Hand-building his raft en-
tirely from rubbish Samuel 
left his home at Nubeena in 
Southern Tasmania back in 
February 2024.

Making landfall at Refuge 
Cove on Wilson’s Promontory 
14 months later then seeking 
shelter at Port Welshpool the 
intrepid sailor had survived 
one of the most treacherous 
stretches of ocean in the world.

“It took a while to sink in,” 
said Samuel.

“That I’d actually completed 
the crossing of Bass Strait.”

During his crossing of Bass 
Strait Samuel took shelter on 
several islands along the way 
including the Furneaux group 
and Deal Island.

At just over eight metres long 
and weighing more than two 
tonnes Samuel’s rubbish raft 
had its limitations.

Admitting to fearing for his 
life at certain stages of the 
journey Samuel said he had 
experienced five to seven me-
tre seas and around 50 knot 
wind gusts on his journey but 
had experienced much bigger 
storms before.

“The weather was predict-
able but not how the raft 
would handle it,’ said Samuel.

“I admire you for your inge-
nuity,” said one onlooker at 
Rhyll.

A big part of the project has 
been to empower people strug-
gling in life.

“If we live from the bottom up, 
everyone benefits,” said Samuel.  

“We automatically become more 
accepting of people and have a 
greater understanding.”

Samuel is a leadership spe-
cialist with deep and broad ex-
perience on how human beings 
think, speak and act, provid-
ing mentoring opportunities 
along his journey and making 
presentations to schools.

With experience sailing the 
Atlantic and delivering yachts 
to Tasmania, Samuel was will-
ing to challenge himself and 
many others by sailing across 
Bass Strait.

Black high-density pipes and 
oyster bags were used to con-
struct Samuel’s raft retrieved 
from debris found in rivers, 
creeks and waterways near 
Tasmania’s fish farms.

The whole raft is supported 
by black and white floating 

buoys and the vessel’s two sails 
have been recycled from dis-
carded tarpaulins and a tent.

Powered by a 20hp two-
stroke outboard across Bass 
Strait, the raft was recently 
upgraded to a 25hp 4-stroke, 
with all Samuel’s food and 
waste stored on board.

According to Samuel, the aim 
of the project has been to in-
spire people to take new actions 
to shift the unworkable situa-
tion we have created for our-
selves and future generations.

“We have become the only  
living species that has created 
a toxic environment to live in.

“This is a project to interrupt 
the way human beings think, 
speak and act about themselves 
and other people because the 
current result is that our waste 
ends up in the environment.”

“The way we are behaving, 
speaking and listening doesn’t 
work for our survival or for 
the majority of other organ-
isms on the planet,” he said.

“Project Interrupt creates 
healthy people and a healthy 
planet.

“If we lift from the bottom up, 
everyone in society benefits.

“I believe if I look after the 
ocean and everything that lives 
in it, it will look after me.”

Samuel’s philosophy for life 
is simple.

“I know what I know, I know 
what I don’t know, but I don’t 
know what I don’t know.”

For more information on 
Project Interrupt go to pro-
jectinterrupt.com or look for 
Project Interrupt on Face-
book or projectinterrupt on  
Instagram.

TIDETIDE 
GUIDEGUIDE
TIDAL PREDICTIONS FROM 
PORT PHILLIP HEADS

Approx. Tide Variations: Seal Rocks, 
Venus Bay, Waratah Bay and Cape 

Woolamai (Same), Tooradin +2hrs 45, 
Cowes Pier +50, Stony Point +40

2.30am
1.48m
8.17am
0.44m
3.25pm
1.72m
9.03pm
0.70m

3.16am
1.51m
8.59am
0.48m
4.00pm
1.71m
9.44pm
0.61m

4.03am
1.53m
9.42am
0.54m
4.32pm
1.69m
10.24pm
0.53m

4.53am
1.55m
10.28am
0.62m
5.07pm
1.66m
11.05pm
0.46m

5.47am
1.55m
11.15am
0.71m
5.44pm
1.62m
11.49pm
0.41m

6.48am
1.55m
12.02pm
0.81m
6.24pm
1.57m

12.35am
0.39m
7.54am
1.54m
12.53pm
0.90m
7.11pm
1.52m

TUESDAY
July 15

WEDNESDAY
July 16

THURSDAY
July 17

FRIDAY
July 18

SATURDAY
July 19

SUNDAY
July 20

MONDAY
July 21

Email us your 
fi shing photos

news@sgst.com.au

SPORTS
Development  

workshops for Bass  
Coast sporting clubs

Matthew holds up his prize winning 
fish alongside daughter Eileen.

First place winner for July was 
Matthew Bell with a 640g rockling. 
Vice president Terry Shelly presents 
Matthew with his award.

Sun comes out for the Grand Ridge Rail Trail run

Old friends and visitors alike enjoying the Grand Ridge 
Rail Trail run

Intrepid yachtsmen sails raft of 
rubbish across Bass Strait to Rhyll
By Bruce Wardley

Samuel McLennan moored at Rhyll after crossing Bass Strait from Southern Tasmania in 
a raft that was built entirely from rubbish. B26_2825

Venus Bay Angling Club
RESULTS of our July competition 

are Matthew Bell once again, with a 
640g rockling caught at Mahers Land-
ing. Quite an unusual fish and not of-
ten caught in the inlet. He wins a $50 
voucher from The Cavity. 

Second was Phil Nebel with a 200g 
mullet and he won a BCF voucher. 
Hopefully the weather is kinder to us 
next month but not counting on it! 

The next comp is August 8-10.
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BREAKAWAY BOWLS
WELL, how time flies.
On July 8, Breakaway Bowls 

celebrated its first anniversary – 
what a great time it’s been. 

Linda and Rhonda have done 
a fantastic job with organising 
everything that’s required – well 
done, ladies.

The winners on Monday were 
Rhonda Rattenbury, Marj Ford 
and Jan Murphy. 

They returned a winning score 
of +18 – great job, ladies.

The club is getting stronger 
now that it is in its second year. 

The winners on Friday were 
Chris Rose, Rhonda Rattenbury 
and John Stewart.

They bowled very well to win 
by +19 – well done, guys.

FOSTER
ANOTHER two weeks have 

gone by for Foster’s indoor bowls. 
Sadly, the club is only going to 

run it until the end of the month 
as numbers will be dwindling.

There has been some great fun 
on these nights. 

There were eleven players a 
fortnight ago with the winners 
being Col Pulham, Noleen Mc-
Glead, Ross Wheeler and Mau-
reen Taylor. 

This last week saw only six 
players for the night. 

A real challenge was had with 
the guys against the girls. 

The girls proved too strong, 
winning the night comfortably. 

Well done Bev Tyers, Maureen 

Taylor and Noleen McGlead.
Foster Bowls Club is also once 

again very happy recipient of 
sponsorship from the Bendigo 
Bank for the upcoming season. 
The club always has a specific 
day allocated to Bendigo Bank. 

This season, it will be in Janu-
ary – a great day all round. 

Keep an eye out for this day.
Part of the sponsorship is also 

going to the purchase of three 
hacksaw bowling arms. 

Players can practice and feel 
comfortable before making a 
purchase of an arm to aid them 
on the bowling green. 

The club will then have a vari-
ety to suit everyone.

A very big thank you goes out 
to the Community Bank, Fos-
ter, Toora and Welshpool, as it 
continually offers support to the 
whole community. 

Remember, it supports the 
club so the members in turn 
need to give it support too, so it 
can continue to thrive and put 
money back into the community.

INVERLOCH
THE club is pleased to an-

nounce that it recently received 
$5000 from the Bass Coast Shire 
Council’s community grants pro-
gram. 

As a result, the flooring up-
stairs is now complete.

Club president Bill Selby 
thanked council for its contin-
ued support in assisting the club 
to upgrade its facilities. 

Over the years, council has 
helped the club tremendously 
and without its support, the 
progress towards improving the 
facilities for the benefit of mem-
bers, the local community and 
visitors to Inverloch would be 
much more difficult.

Air conditioners have also been 
installed this week, so upstairs 
is progressing well.

Friday night winter dinner was 
great. 

Due to the Jazz Festival on the 
first weekend in August, the next 
dinner night will be August 15. 

Names are to be in by Tuesday, 
August 12.

Social Thursdays have been 
well attended with everyone en-
joying their hot soup lunch.

Saturday morning bowls has 
been very popular with many 
practising their singles game.

Just advising that the new club 
nominee is Jim Haydon.

Sheets are out to put your 
name down if you wish to play in 
the Pennant Practice games.

Season Opening Day: Thurs-
day, September 4. 

Monthly Triples: begins 
Wednesday, September 18. 

Christmas Dinner Night: Fri-
day, December 19.

Thursday social bowls saw 12 
bowlers brave the challenging 
conditions. 

Runners up on 17 points were 
Di Selby (skip), Joy Brown and 
Patrick Bowd. 

Winners on the day were Bill 
Selby (skip), Bruce Corrigan, 

Ryan Luke and Harry Evans on 
22 points.

WONTHAGGI
IT WAS another good week of 

bowls. 
Wednesday saw a fine, cool 

day to greet 24 bowlers for two 
games of pairs over 10 ends. 

There were three teams that 
were two-game winners, with 
Rob Dennis and Roger Lee being 
unlucky with a score of two wins 
and 32 points. 

The runners up were Rod Vaw-
don and Rod Beech with a score 
of two wins and 33 points and 
14 shots up. 

The winners were Rob West-
brook and Stan Noad with a score 
of two wins and 33 points but 15 
shots up to win on countback.

There was a rumour that there 
was a team in the first game that 
didn’t win an end. 

After an investigation, it was 
found to be true. 

The skipper of that team was 
Bryan “Bongo” Donohue.

Saturday saw 24 bowlers play-
ing two games of triples over 10 
ends. 

There were two teams that were 
two-game winners, with the un-
lucky team being Rod Black, a vis-
itor from Orbost, John Duscher 
and Bruce Cameron with a score 
of two wins and 31 points. 

The winners, with a score of 
two wins and 34 points were 
Frank Cimino, Hans Bischof-
berger and Paul Hill.

Friday night, although down 
a little on numbers, was still a 
good night. 

Norm Evans missed out on 
$50 in the members draw, while 
Graham, Stan and Paul were all 
happy meat tray winners.

Bowls this week:
Wednesday: Social bowls at 

12.30pm.
Saturday: Social bowls at 

12.30 pm.
Don’t forget Friday night from 

4pm, with the members draw at 
6pm, this week standing at $60, 
plus meat trays and other prizes 
to be won.

Have a good week and good 
bowling.

WONTHAGGI INDOOR
IT WAS an enjoyable and busy 

week with two days of bowling.
On Thursday night, the bowl-

ers enjoyed Christmas in July at 
the Wonthaggi Club.

Amazing food and great com-
pany was enjoyed by all.  

Tuesday’s winners with a plus 
14 were Jenny Bakker, Helen 
Rook, Jim Wilson and Allan Ire-
land. 

Coming a close second on plus 
10 were Judy Sweetnam, Carol 
Thorp, Jeannie Slocombe and 
Fred Demenech. 

Friday saw an amazing win of 
plus 22 by Maggie Scapin, Jean 
Wylde and John Ferguson. 

Runners-up on plus 15 were 
Judy Sweetnam, John Postle-
thwaite and Allan Ireland.

Breakaway Bowls celebrated its first anniversary on July 8. 
Chris Rose, Rhonda Rattenbury and John Stewart were the 

Breakaway Bowls winners on Friday. 

Maureen Taylor, Col Pulham, Noleen McGlead and 
Ross Wheeler were recent winners at Foster Bowls 
Club’s indoor bowls.

This week’s winners at Foster Bowls Club’s indoor 
bowls were Maureen Taylor, Bev Tyers and Noleen 
McGlead.

John Ferguson. Jean Wylde and Maggie Scapin 
enjoyed a win at Wonthaggi Senior Indoor Bowls on 
Friday. 

Ryan Luke, Harry Evans, Bruce Corrigan and Bill 
Selby (skip) were the Inverloch Bowling Club social 
bowls winners with Bateman pictured in the front. 

Frank Cimino, Hans Bischofberger and Paul Hill 
were the winners at the Wonthaggi Bowls Club on 
Saturday. 

Wonthaggi Bowls Club’s Wednesday winners were 
Rob Westbrook and Stan Noad.



SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES   |   TUESDAY, JULY 15, 2025   |   55    

  |  SPORTGOLF

KORUMBURRA
RESULTS: Tuesday, July 8. 
Stableford: 15 players. 
Winner: Iain Riddell (15) 34 

points. Runner-up: Greg Wilson 
(12) 32 C/B.

NTPs: first Peter Wallace, sev-
enth Peter Van Agtmaal and 13th 
Bob Newton.

Thursday, July 10: No compe-
tition. 

Saturday, July 12:
Sponsor: Paul and Wally Hop-

kins.
Par: 36 players.
A Grade: Malcolm Garnham 

(12) 0 C/B.
B Grade: Athol Worthy (33) +1 

C/B.
NTPs: first Peter Hornibrook, 

seventh Billy Wrigley, 10th Pete 
Van Agtmaal and 13th Richard 
Johnson.

Ladies
WOMEN enjoyed the fine win-

ter’s day last Wednesday to play 
our July Monthly Medal, even 
though the breeze was very fresh!

Congrats to our July Medallist, 
Jenny Blackmore who won with 
a score of 77nett and was award-
ed the Tiny Teapot Cafe voucher.

We thank Deb and the team 
for supporting our Wednesday 
Monthly Medal events!

Jenny was also the winner 
of the daily grade event with 
100(23)77.

R/Up was Aliesha Wrigley with 
101(21)80.

BDTL and best scratch score 
went to Merrissa Cosson with 
89(8)81.

In our Nine Hole Stableford 
Comp we had four play, Lyn 
Perks winning with 10pts!

NTP’s on the first hole went 
Trudi Mantell (Kelly’s Bakery), 
10th green Lyn McIvor ($2 Dis-
count Store) and closest on the 
13th was also Lyn McIvor (Burra 

Garden Supplies).
Saturday 10 Women played a 

Par round. Winning with a nice 
+2 was Trudi Mantell (22). R/
Up with -1 was Merrissa Cosson 
(8) also having a NTP on the first 
green (Kelly’s Bakery).

BDLT went to Gail Beer (27) 
with -5 and Gail also had a NTP 
on the 10th green.

LEONGATHA
TUESDAY, July 8: Stableford. 
Tuesday’s event was a Stabl-

eford round with a field of 56 
members/guests.

Overall winner: Donald Smith 
(19) with the high score of the 
day of 37 points.

A Grade winner: Ray Mat-
thews (12) with 37 points. 
Runner-up: Doug Clemann (14) 
with 36 points.

B Grade winner: Donald 
Smith (19) with 37 points on a 
countback. Runner-up: Michael 
Delaney (25) with 37 points. 

NTP fifth second shot: Bery 
Borg at 1.20m.

NTP 14th: Ray Matthews at 
1.06m.

NTP 16th: Nick Green at 
2.17m.

Thursday, July 10: Stabl-
eford.

Thursday’s event was a Stabl-
eford round with a field of only 
10 members/guests who braved 
the conditions to play.

A Grade winner: Russell Pent-
land with 36 points. Runner-
up: Peter Read with 33 points.

NTP fifth second shot: Russell 
Pentland at 10.00m.

NTP 14th: Nicholas Byrne at 
4.10m.

NTP 16th: Peter Read at 
3.76m.

Saturday, July 12: Stableford.
Saturday was a Stableford event 

with a quality field of 103 mem-
bers/guests enjoying the course in 
sublime winter conditions. 

Excellent scores were record-
ed.

Overall winner: Michael Del-
aney (24) with the high score 
of the day of 40 points.

A Grade winner: Stephen 
Butler (13) with 37 points. 
Runner-up: Paul Fawcett (12) 
with 35 points on a countback.

B Grade winner: Kevin Snell 
(18) with 36 points. Runner-
up: Ian Blencowe (16) with 35 
points.

C Grade winner: Bryan Ro-
ylance (20) with 38 points. 
Runner-up: Scott Blencowe 
(19) with 36 points.

D Grade winner: Michael 
Delaney (24) with 40 points. 
Runner-up: Alan Black (24) 
with 36 points.

Great score: Scott Blencowe 
eagle’s nest on the sixth hole.

NTP fifth second shot: Jenny 
Teasdale at 2.70m.

NTP 14th: Craig Hutchinson 
at 3.90m.

NTP 16th: Nicholas Byrne at 
.61m.

Ladies
UNEXPECTEDLY, good 

weather greeted the small 
field that competed in the July 
Monthly Medal.

Sue Bowler was the winner of 
the July Medal with a net 71. 

Sue played her round on Sat-
urday.

The winner of the Wednes-
day event, Delia Perry, finished 
with 111/37/74. 

Included in that score were 
three pars in a row and a bird-
ie. 

Delia was also closest to the 
flag on the 16th.

Balls down the line went to 
82 net: Janet Monk, Di Wil-
liams, Shirley Welsford, Fay 
Quilford, Lianne Adamson and 
Cheryl Borg on a count back 
from four others.

MEENIYAN
Ladies 

IT WAS Meeniyan’s turn to 
hold the annual get together with 
the ladies from the Woorayl Golf 
Club on Wednesday, July 9. The 
weather was lovely, and the game 
played was a nine-hole Ambrose 
with a delicious lunch after play. 

The winners were Sharyn Ray-
son (Woorayl) and Heather Mc-
Caughan (Meeniyan), and the 
runners up were Heather Sulli-
van (Woorayl) and Lyn Jennison 
(Meeniyan). 

It was a great day out with golf-
ing friends.

MIRBOO NORTH
TUESDAY, July 8: Stableford.
A Grade: N.  Rutledge, (12) 39 

points c/b.
B Grade: S. Beitz, (18) 33 

points c/b.
DTL: P. Woodall 39, T. Whitelaw 

and M. Woodall 36.
NTP: fourth T. Whitelaw, sixth 

N. Baker, 13th N. Rutledge and 
16th S. Evans.

Birdie: fourth P. Woodall, sixth 
T. Whitelaw and 16th M. Payne.

Saturday, July 12: Stableford 
and President Trophy play off.

A Grade: S. Duff, (8) 39 points. 
B Grade: J. Hughes (16) 39 

points c/b.
DTL: M. Payne 37, T. Brad-

shaw 36, D. Taylor and R. Scur-
lock 34.

NTP: fourth G. Shandley, sixth 
N. Baker, 13th T. Bradshaw and 
16th T. Baker. 

Birdies: fourth G. Shandley, sixth 
Tim Traill and 16th Tim Traill. 

President Trophy play off: S. 
Duff defeated J. Robbins 5/4; 
S. McKenzie defeated P. Cum-
maudo 3/1; P. Draper defeated 
R. Clark 4/3; M. Payne defeated 
D. Taylor 2/1.

Next week: S. Duff v S. McKen-
zie; M. Payne v P. Draper.

WONTHAGGI
RESULTS: July 10, SR. 71. 
Competition: Stableford 18-hole.
Winner: Adrian Quilty 39.
BDTL: Ken Groves	  36, 

David Wills 32 and Neil Beer 32.
Results: July 12, S.R 71. 
Competition: Stableford –First 

Round July Cup.
A Grade: Ben Walsh 37.  
B Grade: Rohan Todd 40. 
C Grade: Rohan McRae 36. 
Balls down the line to 34: Craig 

Charles 39, Alan Jones 37, Ian 
Gilmour 36, Doug Putt 36, Si-
mon O’Halloran 36, Andrew 
Hooton-Shandley 36, Jason Sar-
tori 34 and Sam Horvath 34. 

Eagles: Julian Wintle fifth and 
Rod McBride 11th. 

NTPs: Sam Horvath second, 
Aaron Yann fourth, Peter Ali pro-
pin eighth, Simon O’Halloran 
13th and Ross Yann money hole 
17th.	

Ladies
FINALLY, a Wednesday not 

raining. 
It was third time lucky, and the 

July Monthly Medal was finally 
played with 19 happy players.

It was worth the wait for Car-
ole Sartori 112(45)67 with the 
round of the day, who romped 
in for her first Monthly Medal by 
seven shots.

Carole was also the C Grade win-
ner and dropped her handicap.

Other grade winners were A 
Grade Yvonne Everitt 93(19)74 
and B Grade Jenny McRae 
103(28)75.

BDL went to Merryn Dear 78, 
Marg Johnson 78, Geraldine 
Prentice 79, Catherine Bolding 
79 and Irene Walsh 80. 

NTP on the second was Irene 
Walsh and eighth Layla Robertson.

Scratch went to Marg Johnson.
Putting was won by Geraldine 

Prentice. 

Korumburra’s Jenny Black-
more winner of the July Month-
ly Medal. 

Delia Perry was the winner of 
the Wednesday Stroke event at 
the Leongatha Golf Club. 

Sue Bowler was the July 
Monthly Medallist at the  
Leongatha Golf Club.

Runners up of the Meeniyan/Woorayl get together Heather  
Sullivan and Lyn Jennison, with winners Sharyn Rayson and 
Heather McCaughan.

Jenny McRae, Carole Sartori and Yvonne Everitt were the winners 
at the Wonthaggi Golf Club on Wednesday.The annual get together between Meeniyan and Woorayl Golf Clubs was successful on Wednesday.

Korumburra Golf Club’s B Grade Par winner Athol Worthy with men’s captain 
Ian Cash. 

Korumburra Golf Club’s Stableford runner-up Greg Wilson with winner Iain  
Riddell on Tuesday. 
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BOTH South Gippsland 
teams, Leongatha and Won-
thaggi, face season-defining 
matches in this weekend’s 
round of the Gippsland 
Football League.

Since recording a fighting 
win over Traralgon on May 
24, Wonthaggi has been deci-
mated by injury and have 
dropped games to Leongatha, 
Moe, Warragul and Drouin, 
punctuated by a solid display 
over Maffra at home.

But this week they’re host-
ing Morwell at Wonthaggi, a 
must-win game if they don’t 
want to give up their place in 
the “five”.

The Power look to have 
some important ins coming 
in for the game, headed up 
by the coach himself Jarryd 
Blair who had been nursing 
some injuries in the weeks 
leading up to the Drouin 
game, but looks to have 
freshened up for the final six 
games of the season.

But Saturday’s contest is 
one of those “eight-point 
games” where a win will put 
them two games clear of 
Morwell, while a loss will see 
the Tigers go above them on 
percentage.

Likewise, Leongatha has 
also been hit by injuries in 
the past few months but have 
managed to inject plenty of 
speed, skill and enthusiasm 
into their lineup in the ab-
sence of some of their more 
highly credentialled players.

However, while star for-
ward Patrick Ireland has 
been able to do pretty much 
as he has liked in recent 
weeks, kicking bags of nine 
and 12, he’ll have much 
more capable competition 
this Saturday, especially if 
intercept-marking marvel 
Declan Keilty is back in the 
Lions’ den.

Keilty missed three games 
before the bye and is yet to 
reappear.

If there’s a Saturday when 
you need to get out and sup-
port the boys, it’s this Sat-
urday, at Wonthaggi for the 
Power faithful and the short 
trip over to Moetown for the 
Parrots.

RIGHT: Last time, back 
in May, Leongatha were 
poleaxed by Moe at the top 
of their game. What this 
time at Ted Summerton 
Reserve?

IN ONLY her second season of football, 
Wonthaggi’s Baia Pugh was recently select-
ed for the Vic Country squad.

Baia said she was lucky enough to be 
selected for Vic Country’s trial process at 
Bundoora.

Fifty people were trialled, playing games 
against Vic Metro, which was also using 
the practice matches as part of its selec-
tion.

About a month ago, Baia received news 
that she had made the team and has so far 
played two games.

Vic Country defeated Allies Girls by 46 
points in round one and lost to Queensland 
U18s by just 12 points in round two.

Baia started her footy career playing one 
season for Wonthaggi Power’s Youth Girls.

Since leaving school and heading off to 
uni, she has been training with Port Mel-
bourne’s VFLW side and launched her 
second-ever footy season with Gippsland 
Power.

“Playing for Gippsland Power has been 
really good. All the girls are lovely and it’s 
a great atmosphere,” she said.

“After doing athletics for many years, I 
wanted to get involved in the team sport 
environment after finishing school. It’s 
been great because I’ve been able to incor-
porate my running training pretty heavily 
on a bigger playing surface. 

“My dad and my brother love footy and 
I’ve been able to use their knowledge to get 
into the game. They’ve encouraged me to 
use my abilities and relevant skills to my 
full potential.”

When Baia first picked footy back up, 
she started out on the wing and has now 
worked her way into the midfield rotation.

She said it was exciting to be selected for 
Vic Country.

“I try my best wherever I go in sport, but 
I initially got back into footy for a bit of 
fun,” Baia said.

Although the only local recruit, she 
was thrilled to be one of seven girls from 
Gippsland Power selected.

“It’s good to have those girls alongside 
me. We’ve been having a good season to-
gether with Gippsland Power – we’ve won 
seven games and lost three,” she said.

Having now had some success on the 
field, Baia said a longer career in footy 
may be on the cards for her.

“I’m top age in the U18s and there are 
always talks about going further, especial-
ly leading up to the draft. I’d like to see 
where it goes,” she said.

Baia’s next match for Vic Country will be 
played against Vic Metro at RSEA Park on 
July 20. 

MDU v Newborough
A TOP-four spot might be on 

the line for the Demons, but 
in some ways, there is even 
more to this clash than meets 
the eye, with the home side 
also on the hunt to win back 
some respect from within.

Rhett Kelly, MDU coach, 
said, “There’s no easy way to 
say this, but last week’s per-
formance was poor and ex-
tremely disappointing. They 
outworked us for longer and 
were able to score heavily, 
and we simply couldn’t re-
spond. I want to apologise to 
our supporters who made the 
trek down the road. That was 
not who we want to be, and 
we need to be a lot better than 
what we dished up in that sec-
ond half.

The great thing about footy 
is that we have another 
chance next week to respond. 
I’ll be expecting a huge effort 
against a team that had us 
covered in round one.”

The visiting Bulldogs will 
want to impose themselves on 
this game early, knowing that 
some first-quarter pressure 
can have the visitors roll-
ing on from a terrific win the 
week prior.

Pat Frendo, Newborough 
coach, said “I’m hoping 
last week’s win builds a bit of 
confidence heading into this 
week when we head to MDU 
to play them for the second 
time. We managed to knock 
them off in round one, but 
that seems like an eternity 
ago, and both teams have 
gone on to have very differ-
ent seasons since. It will be 
a tough challenge as our next 
three opponents are all gun-
ning for a top-two spot.”

As much as the final five 
games seem tough for the 
Bulldogs, the reality is, it 
seems, that no game, no mat-
ter the opponent, is easy, and 
all that one can do is focus on 
the opposition in front of you.  

Stony Creek v Boolarra
As disappointing as Stony 

Creek were to be the first vic-
tim of the season to Hill End, 
the challenge now for the Li-
ons is to get back up, dust 
themselves off and prepare 
for yet another tough chal-
lenge in the shape of Bool-
arra.

Troy Shepardson, Stony 
Creek coach, said, “With so 
many injuries to our list, we 
are battling the best we can. 
This  week, preparing for 
Boolarra, who have been in 
good form, and we just need 
to look to win a few games in 
the back end of the season, 
especially when we get a few 
of these teams we lost close 
ones to on our home deck.”

“The Lions, like their op-
ponent this week, have been 
on the wrong side of far too 
many close contests, and nei-
ther wants to be on the receiv-
ing end in round fourteen.”

Brendan Mason, Boolarra 
coach, said, “last week after 
a tug of war, we witnessed af-
ter twenty four minutes gone 
a Toora free kick found their 
gun forward Craig free in the 
F50 and when he kicked tru-
ly the home side led by four 
with that being the ultimate 
margin in a cracking game of 
football.”

Somehow,  the Demons will 
need to lift themselves back 
up off the turf and be ready 
to take on a Lions side, who 
in many ways find themselves 
in the same predicament as 
themselves, and that is trying 
desperately to salvage what 
started as a promising sea-
son. 

Tarwin v Toora
Five weeks from finals, 

this clash looms as every bit 
finals-like, given the opportu-
nity to have a second chance 
after a loss will be very slight, 
whilst for the winner, the 

hopes of some action when 
the big boys do battle will re-
main very much alive. 

Jai Accardi, Toora’s coach, 
said, “Last week it was great 
to see the boys stand up when 
it counted in some big mo-
ments in the last quarter to 
get the victory, one that could 
have gone either way.

“We now head to Tarwin for 
another massive challenge, 
one we look forward to.”

Toora have come from 
nowhere  over the past six 
weeks, with many more wins 
than losses, having the Mag-
pies believe that finals could 
be; however, they now face 
another side who, like them, 
must also win to keep their 
season alive.

The Sharks are coming 
off a loss to Fish Creek, but 
buoyed by a super effort, even 
in losing.

Lachie Jones, Tarwin coach, 
said the guys gave effort. “We 
held one another accountable. 
A really pleasing aspect was 
our second quarter response. 
We had some of our players 
do some selfless roles, and 
some things worked, which 
we will take away as a posi-
tive.

“We took the contest up to 
them, but did drop away in 
the last quarter.  A really big 
game awaits us in Toora next  
Saturday. They have im-
proved as the season has 
gone along, so we will need to 
bring our best.”

With so much on the line, 
a loss to either will certainly 
take the wind from the sails 
of the loser, but won’t auto-
matically finish their season.

Yinnar v Fish Creek
A lot of water has passed un-

der the bridge since these two 
teams, and last year’s grand 
finalists, met in round one of 
the 2025 MGFNL season.

On that occasion, it was Yin-
nar who were the victors by 
ten points, but since that time, 

Fish Creek has remained un-
beaten and looms as a better 
team than at that time.

Jarrad Walker, Fish Creek 
coach, said, “It has been a real 
positive for us that we are able 
to stay in games, then have the 
fitness to lift to another gear 
in the second halves when re-
quired.

“Now, having played every-
one once, it’s back to the start, 
and a tough game against 
Yinnar. It’s getting tight at the 
top of the ladder, so it will be 
extremely important to win 
this one for a bit of breathing 
space. “Hopefully, with a cou-
ple of handy inclusions that 
didn’t feature the first time 
around, we will be able to get 
the win this time.”

Yinnar sit in third spot, just 
a game behind the second-
placed Kangaroos, as impor-
tant though is to get a sec-
ond win against the two-time 
reigning premiers and start to 
assert some doubt in the mind 
of the champion team.

The Magpies, before their 
bye last week, produced the 
sort of football that will test 
the visitors.  

Sam McCulloch, Yinnar 
coach, said, “To get our brand 
of footy going in the second 
quarter and then continue on 
in the second half and run the 
game out well. One of the most 
pleasing aspects was the even 
contribution from right across 
the field for all four quarters.

“Looking forward to a well-
earned break for the boys and 
will rest up and prepare for 
Fish Creek.”

You would expect somewhat 
of a game of chess where both 
coaches might trial some set 
plays and positional changes, 
coupled with testing the oppo-
sition in areas of doubt so that 
they might be exposed when 
it really counts, come finals 
time.

BYE: Hill End, Foster, Mir-
boo North. 

Baia Pugh at her jumper presentation 
for Vic Country. 

Baia selected for 
Vic Country

No game, no opponent is easy: MGFNL prepare for a tough challenge
By Rob Popplestone

SPORT  | FOOTBALL

Season defining round of Gippsland football
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ROUND 12 DRAW - SUNDAY, JULY 20

ROUND 11 RESULTS - JULY 11 -13

Senior Mens: 
Inverloch Stars v Wonthaggi United
Lang Lang United v Trafalgar Victory

Phillip Island Breakers v Korumburra City
Senior Womens: 

Inverloch Stars v Wonthaggi United
Mirboo North United v Drouin Maroon
Lang Lang United v Trafalgar Victory

Phillip Island Breakers v Korumburra City

Mens Reserves: 
Inverloch Stars v Drouin Dragons Maroon
Phillip Island Breakers v Korumburra City

Under 17 Mixed: 
Inverloch Stars v Wonthaggi United

Mirboo North United v Drouin Maroon
Drouin Maroon Yellow v L’gatha Knights Blue

Phillip Island Breakers v Korumburra City

Under 15 Girls:
Drouin Dragons Yellow v Leongatha Knights

Phillip Island Breakers v Korumburra City

Under 14 Mixed: 
Inverloch Stars v Wonthaggi United

Mirboo North United v Drouin Maroon
Drouin Maroon Yellow v Leongatha Knights
Lang Lang United v Phillip Island Stingrays
Phillip Island Penguins v Korumburra City

Under 12 Girls: 
Inverloch Stars v Wonthaggi United

Phillip Island Breakers v Korumburra City

Under 12A Mixed: 
Inverloch Stars v Wonthaggi United

Mirboo North United v Drouin Maroon
Drouin Maroon Yellow v L’gatha Knights Blue

Phillip Island Breakers v Korumburra City 
Under 12B Mixed:

Inverloch Stars v Wonthaggi United
P-Island Stingrays v Leongatha Knights White

Drouin Dragons White v Trafalgar Victory

GIPPSLAND SOCCER LEAGUE

SENIOR Mens: 
Korumburra City 10 d Wonthaggi United 5
Leongatha Knights 4 d Drouin Maroon 0

Phillip Island Breakers 7 d Inverloch Stars 2

Senior Womens: 
Leongatha Knights 1 d Drouin Maroon 0

Phillip Island Breakers 4 d Inverloch Stars 0
Trafalgar Victory 7 d Mirboo North United 0

Korumburra City 1 d Wonthaggi United 0

Mens Reserves: 
Inverloch Stars 3 d P-Island Breakers 1

Drouin Maroon 3 d Leongatha Knights 0

Under 17 Mixed: 
Drouin Maroon 4 d L’gatha Knights Blue 1
Korumburra City 3 d Wonthaggi United 2

 Drouin Maroon Yellow 4 
d Leongatha Knights White 0

Phillip Island Breakers 3 d Inverloch Stars 0

Under 15 Girls: 
Phillip Island Breakers 6 d Drouin Yellow 5

Korumburra City 1 drew Wonthaggi United 1
Drouin Maroon 3 d Leongatha Knights 0

Under 14 Mixed: 
P-Island Penguins 1 d Inverloch Stars 0
Drouin Maroon 8 d Leongatha Knights 2

Drouin Maroon Yellow 6 d Lang Lang United 0
P-Island Stingrays 4 d Mirboo North United 2

Wonthaggi United 8 d Korumburra City 2

Under 12 Girls: 
P-Island Breakers 7 d Inverloch Stars 1

Drouin Maroon 5 d Leongatha Knights 3
Wonthaggi United 6 d Korumburra City 2

Under 12A Mixed: 
Drouin Maroon 4 d L’gatha Knights Blue 0

Inverloch Stars 5 d P-Island Breakers 0
Wonthaggi United 3 d Korumburra City 1

Drouin Maroon Yellow 4 d Lang Lang United 1

Under 12B Mixed: 
Phillip Island Penguins 6 d Inverloch Stars 0
 Drouin Yellow 6 d L’gatha Knights White 3
Drouin White 3 d Phillip Island Stingrays 0

  |  SPORTSOCCER

Lady Knights edge ahead in final 
moments for sensational win

THE weather was reason-
ably mild for Leongatha’s 
trek over to Drouin for their 
annual night games between 
the clubs’ respective senior 
women and senior men’s 
teams. 

With Drouin’s women’s 
team currently sitting second 
on the table and Leongatha 
third, this fixture promised 
to be a magnificent match of 
local soccer. 

In recognition of NAIDOC 
Week and Drouin’s 50th year 
celebrations the evening be-
gan with a Welcome to Coun-
try and smoking ceremony by 
Kurnai elder Aunty Cheryl. 
The women’s game kicked off 
shortly after at 5pm with the 
Senior Men’s match to follow 
at 7pm. 

It was clear from the onset 
of the women’s game that both 
teams were evenly matched. 
With only two substitutes on 
the bench, the Lady Knights 
initially appeared at a dis-
advantage but as the game 
progressed the lack of fresh 
energy from the bench wasn’t 
noticeable as the Knights 
kept their play calm and com-
posed. Drouin worked hard 
to keep Leongatha’s striker 
Lisse Bath marked in their 
defensive third but struggled 
to execute a clean ball to their 
own striker Briana Purvis 
who was successfully denied 
attacking play by the Leon-
gatha’s centre backs Mandy 
Bongers and Val Langlet. 

Leongatha’s Maddison Hol-
lier was consistent on the left 

wing, pressing the Drouin de-
fence’s possession and was 
supported by Ana Heneghan 
in left full back, playing her 
first game for the women’s 
team this season. 

Leongatha’s right winger 
Maddi Herbert and fullbacks 
Jess Burrowes and Rhi Le 
Busque kept play tidy on the 
right side, executing some 
excellent long ball attacking 
plays. 

Due to low squad numbers 
Molly Gurnett jumped from 

her usual position in the 
backline to play in the for-
ward line, proving herself a 
strong, natural striker with a 
keen sense of positioning. It 
was Leongatha’s powerhouse 
central duo Bernie Fitzgerald 
and Naomi Eaton whose com-
posure was the foundation of 
Leongatha’s beautiful play. 

Following numerous attack-
ing attempts by the Knights, 
and some brilliant saves ex-
ecuted by Knights keeper 
Kate Membrey, neither team 

were able to take the advan-
tage. It wasn’t until the 85th 
minute when midfielder 
Naomi Eaton played a beau-
tiful through ball into space 
behind Drouin’s defence for 
Lisse Bath to dribble into 
a one on one contest with  
Drouin’s keeper that the 
game was decided as Bath 
successfully booted the ball 
to the left of the keeper se-
curing the win and a jump to 
second on the ladder for the 
Leongatha Lady Knights. 

The Knights womens team secured an impressive win in Drouin. 

Korumburra City’s first night under the lights
12 girls

THE under-12 girls battled 
it out in windy conditions, 
passing and defending well, 
but ultimately lost to their 
better Wonthaggi opponents. 

15 girls 
The Under 15 girls showed 

grit and determination in 
a hard-fought draw against 
Wonthaggi. Despite playing 
into the wind in the opening 
term, they were the first to 
score and set the tone early 
with relentless pressure. Ev-
ery player dug deep to shut 
down Wonthaggi’s forward at-
tacks, with strong teamwork 
and defensive efforts right 
across the ground. It was a 
gutsy performance from start 
to finish, and the girls should 
be proud of the way they held 
their ground and fought to the 
final whistle.

U14s. 
The under-14 boys played 

hard and well, and despite 
a loss, they held their heads 
high right to the end. The two 
goals they scored were excel-
lent and showed how well 
they work together as a team.

17s
In freezing, windy condi-

tions, Korumburra’s Under 
17s battled to a 3–2 win over 
Wonthaggi. Jonah was out-
standing in goals, with Ja-
pheth and Sandaru control-
ling the midfield, while Denzel 

and Talon held a strong de-
fence. Liam from 14s helped 
out with a great goal. A great 
team effort sealed the win.

Men
Round 11, Korumburra v 

Wonthaggi Senior Men kicked 
off with Burra’s first ever Fri-
day night under lights match. 
The fire was going, the bar 
was open, and the grandstand 
roared as Podi hit 4 cracking 
goals from 30 yards in a mas-
terful midfield performance. 
Juju was solid in defence, 
Hayden kicked three and set 
up Aiden for two, and a beau-
tiful cross from Riley finished 
with a brilliant header from 
Jake capped off the win in a 
10-5 victory that keeps Burra 
in the hunt for top spot.

Women
The senior women, fresh 

from their first victory of 
the year over Mirboo North 
last week, were keen and 
raring to go. With only nine 
on the pitch for Wonni, the 
first half was a dour struggle 
with their centre back repel-
ling all Burra attacks and 
Zoe providing a threat for 
Wonni in the midfield. Af-
ter half time, the Burra girls 
came out and dominated. 
Liv’s run from box to box, 
put through the birthday 
girl, Mel Allman, who sealed 
the win with a great run and 
finish. 2 on the trot for Bur-
ra 1-0. Under-14 boys played hard as a team. 
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A GRADE
Hill End 34 lt Stony Crk 60
Fish Crk 65 d Tarwin 41
Thorpdale 26 lt Mirboo Nth 76
Toora 56 d Boolarra 36
Foster 75 d MDU 51
N-borough 59 d Morwell-E 50

B GRADE
Hill End 35 lt Stony Crk 42
Fish Crk 73 d Tarwin 9
Thorpdale 41 lt Mirboo Nth 58
Toora 75 d Boolarra 25
Foster 81 d MDU 35
N-borough 69 d Morwell-E 30

C GRADE
Hill End 28 lt Stony Crk 31
Fish Crk 51 d Tarwin 47
Thorpdale 25 lt Mirboo Nth 63
Foster 36 d MDU 34
Toora 38 lt Boolarra 43
N-borough 49 d Morwell-E 13

D GRADE
Hill End 23 lt Stony Crk 31
Fish Crk 25 lt Tarwin 31
Thorpdale 7 lt Mirboo Nth 58
Toora 46 d Boolarra 16
Foster 33 d MDU 30
N-borough 31 d Morwell-E 25

17 & UNDER
Hill End 47 d Stony Crk 30
Foster 10 lt MDU 67
Toora 35 lt Boolarra 37
N-borough 45 d Morwell-E 19
Fish Crk 41 d Tarwin 24

15 & UNDER
Foster 22 d MDU 17
Hill End 46 d Stony Crk 14
Toora 37 d Boolarra 16
Fish Crk 31 drew Tarwin 31
N-borough 53 d Morwell-E 16

13 & UNDER
Hill End 6 lt Stony Crk 26
Foster 32 d MDU 7
Toora 8 lt Boolarra 24
Fish Crk 25 lt Tarwin 33
N-borough 54 d Morwell-E 2

RESULTS

LADDERS

A GRADE                   % 	 	 pts
Foster 	 203.54	 52
Yinnar 	 152.54	 48
Fish Creek 	 156.39	 44
Mirboo North 	 138.57	 36
MDU 	 119.27	 36
Toora 	 95.23	 32
Stony Creek 	 113.80	 28
Newborough 	 99.84	 24
Morwell East 	 89.65	 20
Tarwin 	 86.72	 20
Boolarra 	 63.54	 10
Hill End 	 50.13	 10
Thorpdale 	 37.48	 4

B GRADE                   % 	 	 pts  
Foster 	 176.51	 52
Fish Creek 	 164.34	 44
Yinnar 	 156.78	 44
Newborough 	 132.85	 40
Mirboo North 	 116.70	 36
Toora 	 125.94	 32
Stony Creek 	 108.91	 28
MDU 	 94.47	 24
Morwell East 	 76.74	 20
Hill End 	 74.95	 20
Boolarra 	 46.05	 12
Tarwin 	 60.21	 8
Thorpdale 	 51.69	 4

C GRADE                   % 	 	 pts
Yinnar 	 158.97	 48
Foster 	 127.16	 40
Newborough 	 150.45	 38
MDU 	 134.17	 38
Fish Creek 	 113.91	 34
Boolarra 	 113.69	 32
Tarwin 	 116.95	 30
Mirboo North 	 96.24	 26
Stony Creek 	 98.76	 24
Hill End 	 100.00	 22
Toora 	 102.10	 20
Morwell East 	 70.16	 8
Thorpdale 	 18.83	 4

D GRADE                   % 	 	 pts 
Mirboo North 	 204.80	 52
Yinnar 	 218.75	 48
Tarwin 	 132.73	 44
Toora 	 140.93	 40
Fish Creek 	 157.00	 36
Newborough 	 118.71	 32
Hill End 	 123.16	 24
Stony Creek 	 97.36	 20
MDU 	 78.62	 20
Morwell East 	 91.19	 16
Foster 	 64.51	 16
Boolarra 	 71.97	 12
Thorpdale 	 11.42	 4

17 & UNDER           % 	  	 pts 
Boolarra 	 237.55	 52
Yinnar 	 187.27	 46
MDU 	 228.57	 44
Mirboo North 	 202.33	 42
Toora 	 167.33	 36
Hill End 	 112.04	 32
Fish Creek 	 90.25	 28
Stony Creek 	 69.65	 24
Newborough 	 46.64	 20
Morwell East 	 40.76	 16
Tarwin 	 38.09	 12
Foster 	 32.38	 8
Thorpdale 	 0.00	 0

15 & UNDER           % 	  	 pts 
Yinnar 	 226.77	 52
Toora 	 247.40	 48
Hill End 	 188.70	 40
Boolarra 	 167.57	 40
Foster 	 108.06	 32
Newborough 	 101.78	 32
Mirboo North 	 90.91	 32
MDU 	 100.00	 28
Tarwin 	 61.82	 18
Fish Creek 	 40.10	 14
Stony Creek 	 43.12	 12
Morwell East 	 38.85	 12
Thorpdale 	 0.00	 0

13 & UNDER           %  		 pts 
Yinnar 	 296.75	 48
Newborough 	 264.75	 48
Boolarra 	 167.96	 44
Tarwin 	 176.10	 40
Fish Creek 	 128.09	 36
Mirboo North 	 144.32	 32
Stony Creek 	 120.41	 28
Foster 	 108.37	 28
Hill End 	 72.95	 20
Toora 	 28.99	 16
MDU 	 26.39	 12
Morwell East 	 19.71	 8
Thorpdale 	 0.00	 0

SPORT  | NETBALL

MID GIPPSLAND

Ashlyn Matheson has the ball for Fish Creek during 
its narrow C Grade win over Tarwin, scoring 26 goals 
for the game. A19_2825

Lauren Gale has possession for Fish Creek on the 
way to a big B Grade win over Tarwin, scoring 40 of 
the Kangaroos’ 73 goals. A24_2825

Toora’s Evie Stone and Boolarra’s Carlie Woodbridge 
compete during the A Grade match. A47_2825

Hayley Bourke gets ready to grab the 
ball for Fish Creek during its thumping 
B Grade victory over Tarwin. A23_2825

Chloe Culhane takes a leaping catch 
in centre. Photo: Bec Casey Sports 
Photography.

Foster’s Zoe Greenway leaps for the 
defence in goal. Photo: Bec Casey Sports 
Photography.

Toora goal shooter Hannah Weston 
and Boolarra’s Carrie Fox reach for the 
ball in the third quarter of the A Grade 
match. A48_2825

Fish Creek and Tarwin battle for possession during 
the C Grade match won by the Kangaroos. A18_2825

Jasmin Friend leans to defend a shot at the goal for 
Foster.  Photo: Bec Casey Sports Photography.

Natalie Griffin shows her athleticism for Toora 
against Boolarra during the Magpies’ big A Grade win. 
A44_2845
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A GRADE
Kor-Bena 56 d Warragul-I 36
P-Island 51 lt Tooradin-Dal 62
K-Bass 42 lt IK 49
Dalyston 44 lt NNG 47
KWR 31 lt Cora Lynn 36
B GRADE
Kor-Bena 62 d Warragul-I 39
P-Island 27 lt Tooradin-Dal 48
Dalyston 38 lt NNG 45
K-Bass 46 d IK 37
KWR 43 lt Cora Lynn 51   
C GRADE
Kor-Bena 29 lt Warragul-I 49
P-Island 23 lt Tooradin-Dal 46
KWR 8 lt Cora Lynn 44
Dalyston 15 lt NNG 63
K-Bass 25 lt IK 42
D GRADE
Kor-Bena 43 d Warragul-I 19
KWR 19 drew Cora Lynn 19
P-Island 33 d Tooradin-Dal 25
Dalyston 8 lt NNG 42
K-Bass 26 lt IK 33

17 & UNDER
Kor-Bena 20 lt Warragul-I 45
KWR 25 lt Cora Lynn 46
P-Island 22 lt Tooradin-Dal 27
Dalyston 32 lt NNG 37
K-Bass 14 lt IK 37
15 & UNDER
KWR 11 lt Cora Lynn 37
P-Island 13 lt Tooradin-Dal 41
Dalyston 6 lt NNG 55
K-Bass 24 lt IK 28
13 & UNDER
P-Island 23 lt Tooradin-Dal 33
Dalyston 2 lt NNG 39
K-Bass 16 lt IK 26
KWR 16 lt Cora Lynn 42
Kor-Bena 20 d Warragul-I 19
11 & UNDER
P-Island 19 d Tooradin-Dal 16
Dalyston 4 lt NNG 16
Kor-Bena 25 d Warragul-I 9
KWR 22 d Cora Lynn 18
K-Bass 10 lt IK 36

RESULTS LADDERS

C GRADE                          %       pts
Cora Lynn 	 169.55	 52
Tooradin-Dal 	 134.48	 50
Garfield  	 133.67	 48
Warragul Ind 	 136.91	 44
Inverloch-K 	 123.15	 38
Nar Nar Goon 	 131.34	 28
Kilcunda Bass 	 101.97	 28
Phillip Island 	 68.18	 20
Koo Wee Rup 	 61.92	 12
Kor-Bena 	 61.75	 8
Dalyston 	 48.70	 8
D GRADE
Nar Nar Goon 	 162.08	 52
Cora Lynn 	 190.54  	 50
Garfield  	 131.08	 40
Tooradin-Dal 	 116.19	 36
Koo Wee Rup 	 127.15 	 34
Kor-Bena 	 106.91	 32
Inverloch-K 	 94.69	 32
Kilcunda Bass 	 92.84	 24
Phillip Island 	 77.36	 20
Warragul Ind 	 51.22	 10
Dalyston 	 41.65	 6

A GRADE                          %       pts
Kor-Bena 	 140.57	 52
Nar Nar Goon 	 138.62	 48
Cora Lynn 	 125.26	 48
Inverloch-K 	 113.20	 44
Dalyston 	 120.08	 36
Tooradin-Dal 	 111.00	 34
Phillip Island 	 95.04	 22
Garfield  	 74.59	 18
Kilcunda Bass 	 86.79	 16
Koo Wee Rup 	 75.53	 14
Warragul Ind 	 60.76	 4
B GRADE
Tooradin-Dal 	 185.75	 54
Nar Nar Goon 	 147.87	 50
Cora Lynn 	 128.71 	 46
Dalyston 	 137.83	 44
Inverloch-K 	 105.08	 30
Kilcunda Bass 	 107.20	 28
Phillip Island 	 97.70	 24
Koo Wee Rup 	 92.97 	 24
Garfield  	 79.25	 16
Kor-Bena 	 78.45	 16
Warragul Ind 	 30.50	 4

17 & UNDER                         %  pts
Cora Lynn 	 184.95	 52
Nar Nar Goon 	 145.77	 52
Tooradin-Dal 	 129.27	 44
Phillip Island 	 142.27 	 40
Warragul Ind 	 129.29	 34
Inverloch-K 	 81.27	 28
Koo Wee Rup 	 97.76	 26
Dalyston 	 112.03	 24
Kor-Bena 	 75.63	 20
Garfield  	 50.48	 10
Kilcunda Bass 	 34.39	 6
15 & UNDER
Cora Lynn 	 285.56	 56
Nar Nar Goon 	 289.86	 52
Tooradin-Dal 	 290.66	 48
Phillip Island 	 83.83	 32
Koo Wee Rup 	 80.43	 30
Warragul Ind 	 73.51	 28
Kilcunda Bass 	 72.56	 28
Inverloch-K 	 62.23	 22
Garfield  	 53.70	 20
Dalyston 	 48.51	 16
Kor-Bena 	 0.00	 0

13 & UNDER                    %       pts
Cora Lynn 	 345.27	 56
Nar Nar Goon 	 270.99	 50
Tooradin-Dal 	 248.44	 50
Koo Wee Rup 	 95.27	 36
Garfield  	 118.69	 32
Kor-Bena 	 104.43	 28
Phillip Island 	 73.51	 28
Kilcunda Bass 	 76.76	 20
Inverloch-K 	 53.47	 20
Warragul Ind 	 44.02	 12
Dalyston 	 14.04	 4
11 & UNDER
Cora Lynn 	 243.51	 52
Garfield  	 249.62	 48
Koo Wee Rup 	 216.31	 44
Inverloch-K 	 206.99	 44
Phillip Island 	 142.94	 38
Tooradin-Dal 	 100.46	 28
Kor-Bena 	 98.13	 28
Nar Nar Goon 	 99.16	 26
Warragul Ind 	 22.19	 12
Dalyston 	 39.92	 10
Kilcunda Bass 	 21.25	 6

  |  SPORTNETBALL

WEST GIPPSLAND

KILCUNDA BASS
A GRADE: The girls displayed some great 

netball and put the pressure on making IK 
fight for their win. The defensive pressure 
forced turnovers and the goalers showed 
their strength in the goal circle. After trailing 
by 10 goals at the end of the third, finished 
the game 42-49. Award: Caity Egan.

B Grade: Knowing the hard work was due 
to pay off after some narrow losses in recent 
weeks, B grade hit the court hard and strong 
and got the jump early with Ciara and Kylie 
displaying some amazing ring work, Kiara 
and Kira working the mid court with strong 
drives and Ally, Esther and Liz adding the 
defensive pressure. An all-around team ef-
fort to get the win! Award: Ciara Santorini.

C Grade: The team put in a strong effort 
in their match against IK, despite coming 
away with a loss. With their main defenders 
unavailable, the girls showed great resilience 
and adaptability. Their determination and 
teamwork were evident, making it a hard-
fought contest. Awards: Romy De Nardis and 
Alana Dakin.

D Grade: We started with some unforced 
errors off our first three centre passes, which 
saw us trailing right from the start. By half 
time we were down by 10 goals, the team 
worked hard in the second half to reduce the 
final margin to just seven goals. The defen-
sive end worked really well, and we were able 
to convert a number of their turnovers. How-
ever, we struggled to consistently convert off 
our own centre passes, which made it diffi-
cult to close the gap. Award: Jessica Parks

17 & Under: We lost to Inverloch 14-37, 
but everyone gave it their all. With a few girls 
away, a big thanks to the 15 & Under’s who 
filled in. We had extra support from our A 
grade buddies who cheered us on from the 
sidelines and kept our spirits up. Sadie, Sav 
and Paige were strong in defence, working 
hard all game. Alana and Maya played great 
through the midcourt, and Lexie and Jilli 
shot some awesome goals. Awards: Jillianne 
Wallace and Alana Dakin

15 & Under: Inverloch applied great defen-
sive pressure from the first whistle and they 
didn’t let up all game. We had some great 
passages of play, but IK were just too strong 
for us on the day and we couldn’t get control. 
Not the result that we wanted however we 
will dust ourselves off, continue to improve 
and move on to the next challenge. Awards: 
Savannah Bennett and Kealey Trewavis.

13 & Under: Our 13 & Unders faced some 
damp conditions this week, which led to a 
few uncharacteristic errors that IK were 
quick to capitalise on. To the team’s credit, 
they regrouped well in the second quarter 
and fought back, closing the gap to just one 
goal by halftime. In the second half, IK had 
all the answers and despite our best efforts, 
the game gradually slipped away. There were 
some promising passages of play and plenty 
to take forward. We’ll shake this one off and 
keep working to finish the season strong! 
Awards: Indi Eden & Emily Vanderspek.

11 & Under: Our team has come long way 
since round four when we last took on IK. 
Celebrating the club’s Buddy Day, we had 
our D grade cheer squad there. IK were a bit 
strong but we managed 10 goals against a 
very strong opponent, It was pleasing to see 
our improvement since our last match-up. 
Awards: Ebony Boce and Sadie Johns.

Ruby Morris blocks her opponent 
from passing into the goal circle.  
Photo: Michelle Chisholm.

Dalyston’s Britt Thomas lines up her 
shot. Photo: Michelle Chisholm.

Ruby Brosnan flicks the netball into 
attack. Photo: Michelle Chisholm.

Phillip Island’s Hollie Castagna and 
Tooradin-Dalmore’s Evie Jagoe contest 
the loose ball in the middle of the court 
in the A Grade match at Cowes on 
Saturday.

Charley Mau has her opposition Alex 
Maher boxed out while putting up a 
strong block on Tooradin’s Jessica 
Hammond with textbook defensive 
positioning.

Phillip Island centre Lexi Walton 
gets the ball going the Island’s way 
during a challenging match against 
the visiting Tooradin-Dalmore A 
Grade team on Saturday.

Renee Pilkington follows through on 
her deflection to gain possession of a 
pass intended for Tamika De Nardis in 
the A Grade clash. 

Hannah Smith gets a fingertip to the 
ball to deflect a pass intended for Kylie 
Wookey during the B Grade game.

Grace Rand is surrounded by Sea 
Eagles as she works to transition the 
ball into the Panthers’ attacking third. 
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INSURANCE ADVICE YOU CAN TRUST

5/8 Smith Street, Leongatha 
Phone (03) 5662 2504  www.bjsib.com.au

2/88-98 Watt Street, Wonthaggi
Phone (03) 5671 3600  gippsland@bjsib.com.au

BJS Agencies (Leongatha) Pty Ltd

5/8 Smith Street, Leongatha

Phone: 5662 2504

Email: info@bjsib.com.au

DON’T CRY OVER
SPILT MILK
DON’T CRY OVER
SPILT MILK

BJS Insurance Brokers (Gippsland) Pty Ltd

129-131 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

Phone: 5671 3600

Email: gippsland@bjsib.com.au

Enjoy greatly enhanced

available exclusively to BJS clients
Milk Contamination Cover

Enjoy greatly enhanced

available exclusively to BJS clients
Milk Contamination Cover

H
M

11
46

9

We offer a wide range of insurance products
Business     Specialties     Personal

Our team of qualified insurance brokers are here to help protect your assets

GWS 
Brisbane
Hawthorn

Sydney
Melbourne
West Coast

Geelong
Collingwood

Adelaide 
LAST WEEK’S TIPS  5

41 McCartin Street,  
Leongatha
5662 2529      

JUSTIN 
CAPORALE 

Wonthaggi
0400 001 465

GWS
Brisbane 
Hawthorn

Sydney
Melbourne 
Richmond
Geelong

Collingwood 
Gold Coast Suns

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  2

LEIGH
DONOHUE

FOOTY  TIPPING

KRIS 
BAKER

78-80 Watt Street, 
Wonthaggi
5672 5760

GWS
Brisbane
Hawthorn

Sydney
Carlton

West Coast
Geelong

Collingwood
Adelaide

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  6

103

ADAM 
WARE

2/88-98 Watt Street, 
Wonthaggi

1800 358 131 

GWS 
Brisbane 
Hawthorn 

Sydney 
Melbourne
West Coast 

Geelong 
Collingwood 

Adelaide
LAST WEEK’S TIPS  6

BJS Agencies (Leongatha) Pty Ltd

5/8 Smith Street, Leongatha

Phone: 5662 2504

Email: info@bjsib.com.au

DON’T CRY OVER
SPILT MILK
DON’T CRY OVER
SPILT MILK

BJS Insurance Brokers (Gippsland) Pty Ltd

129-131 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

Phone: 5671 3600

Email: gippsland@bjsib.com.au

Enjoy greatly enhanced

available exclusively to BJS clients
Milk Contamination Cover

Enjoy greatly enhanced

available exclusively to BJS clients
Milk Contamination Cover

20252025
Sentinel-Times

DARRYL 
McGANNON

1 Roughead Street,
Leongatha
5662 2327

GWS
Brisbane
Hawthorn

Sydney
Melbourne
West Coast

Geelong
Collingwood

Adelaide
LAST WEEK’S TIPS  5

109

BEN
FISHER

81 Commercial Street,
Korumburra
5655 1024

GWS 
Brisbane 
Hawthorn 

Sydney 
Carlton 

West Coast 
Geelong 

Collingwood 
Adelaide  

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  6

Essendon 
Western Bulldogs

Hawthorn 
Sydney 
Carlton 

West Coast 
St Kilda

Collingwood 
Adelaide 

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  6

RYAN
SHANE

7-13 Hughes Street, 
Leongatha
5662 2302

92 86

JAE
DAVEY

62-64 McBride Avenue, 
Wonthaggi
7051 0720

Essendon 
Brisbane 
Hawthorn 

Sydney 
Carlton 

Richmond
Geelong 

Collingwood 
Adelaide

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  2

6/5 Cyclone Street, 
Wonthaggi

Darren 0405 603 569 
Craig 0415 641 845

GWS
Brisbane 
Hawthorn 

Sydney 
Melbourne 
West Coast 

Geelong 
Collingwood 

Adelaide 
LAST WEEK’S TIPS  7 

96

Sea Breeze 
Screens

CRAIG 
FARRINGTON 

DARREN 
TILEY

87

109

CARL
LINDSAY

145 Graham Street,
Wonthaggi   
5672 1137

GWS
Brisbane 
Hawthorn 

Sydney 
Melbourne 
Richmond 
Geelong 

Collingwood 
Adelaide 

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  5

106

104

ALEX 
GEYER

Wonthaggi 5672 5522
Leongatha 5662 2941

GWS 
Brisbane 
Hawthorn 

Sydney 
Melbourne 
West Coast 

Geelong 
Collingwood 

Adelaide 
LAST WEEK’S TIPS  7

107

DANIEL 
CHETLAND           

119 Graham Street, 
Wonthaggi   
5672 1027

GWS
Brisbane
Hawthorn

Sydney
Carlton

West Coast
Geelong

Collingwood
Adelaide

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  4

95104
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BLOW BY BLOW MAIN EVENT

Bar & Bistro | Functions | Beer Garden
Takeaway & Delivery | Online Ordering | Live Sports

81 Commercial Street, Korumburra | 5655 1024
www.korumburrahotel.com.au

M
E0

55
8

Sunday July 20 | From 10am

AARON 
McGREGOR

24 Inverloch Road,
Wonthaggi
5672 5906

GWS
Brisbane
Hawthorn

Sydney
Carlton

West Coast
Geelong

Collingwood
Adelaide

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  7

HAYDEN 
POPPE

6/6 Cyclone Street, 
Wonthaggi
5672 2543

Essendon 
Brisbane 

Port Adelaide
Sydney 
Carlton

West Coast 
Geelong 

Fremantle
Gold Coast Suns 

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  6

92

          
54 Graham Street, 

Wonthaggi
5672 1311

GWS
Brisbane
Hawthorn

Sydney
Melbourne
West Coast

Geelong
Collingwood

Adelaide
LAST WEEK’S TIPS  6

101

EDDIE 
CHANDLER

KEITH
KELLY

BRAD
HODSON

15/17 Murray Street,
Wonthaggi
5672 5878

Essendon
Brisbane 
Hawthorn 

Sydney 
Melbourne 
West Coast

Geelong 
Collingwood

Adelaide 
LAST WEEK’S TIPS  5

102110

LIAM 
SAWYER 

16 McBride Avenue, 
Wonthaggi
5672 1007

GWS
Brisbane
Hawthorn

Sydney
Melbourne
West Coast

Geelong
Collingwood

Adelaide
LAST WEEK’S TIPS  5

109

DAVID 
ENGLAND

3/45–61 McKenzie St, 
Wonthaggi
5644 2080

GWS
Western Bulldogs

Port Adelaide
North Melbourne

Melbourne
West Coast

Geelong 
Collingwood

Gold Coast Suns 
LAST WEEK’S TIPS  5

101

JA
22

10
8

346 Bass Highway, 
Wonthaggi LMCT 8179 

5672 1722

Proudly brought to you by

WARREN
STEWART

346 Bass Highway, 
Wonthaggi   
5632 3503

GWS
Brisbane 
Hawthorn 

Sydney 
Carlton 

West Coast
Geelong 

Collingwood 
Adelaide 

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  4

BRETT
JACOBS

28 Inverloch Road,
Wonthaggi   
5672 4770

GWS
Western Bulldogs

Hawthorn
Sydney
Carlton

West Coast
Geelong

Collingwood
Adelaide

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  5

DYLAN 
CLARK

1 A’Beckett Street 
Inverloch

5674 1432 

GWS
Brisbane
Hawthorn

Sydney
Melbourne
West Coast

Geelong
Collingwood

Adelaide
LAST WEEK’S TIPS  5

106101

98

PETER 
FORT

47 Station Street, 
Korumburra 
0417 332 141 

GWS 
Brisbane 
Hawthorn 

Sydney 
Melbourne
West Coast 

Geelong 
Collingwood 

Adelaide 
LAST WEEK’S TIPS  6

107

PHIL 
HARDY

GWS
Brisbane
Hawthorn

Sydney
Carlton

West Coast
Geelong

Collingwood
Adelaide

LAST WEEK’S TIPS  5

317 White Road, 
Wonthaggi
5672 4017

LIGHT ENGINESBass Coast

109

Aaron McGregor 110

Darryl McGannon 109

Justin Caporale 109

Liam Sawyer 109

Phil Hardy 109

Alex Geyer 107

Peter Fort 107

Carl Lindsay 106

Dylan Clark 106

Adam Ware 104

Ben Fisher 104

Kris Baker 103

Brad Hodson 102

David England 101

Keith & Eddie 101

Warren Stewart 101

Brett Jacobs 98

Craig & Darren 96

Daniel Chetland 95

Hayden Poppe 92

Ryan Shane 92

Jae Davey 87

Leigh Donohue 86

LEADERBOARD
AFTER  ROUND 18
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SPORT  | MID GIPPSLAND

MID GIPPSLAND 
LEAGUE RESULTS

RND
13

3966
FISH CREEK TARWIN

TARWIN FOOTBALL CLUB

Fish Creek 1.7  2.8  5.9  9.12 (66)
Tarwin 1.0  3.2  4.3  6.3 (39)
GOALS, Fish Crk: L Gale, T Gavenlock, 
J Lamers 2, K Dorling, B Mitchell, 
T Valenta 1 each
BEST:  J Hayes, M McGannon, T Gavenlock, 
K Dorling, R De Biase, T Valenta
GOALS, Tarwin: B Chalmers, B Ellen 2, 
J Osborne, T Harley 1 each
BEST: B Ellen, J Proctor, H Cumming, B Chalmers, 
T Vanderkolk, T Francis
RESERVES
Fish Creek 1.0  2.2  4.2  4.4 (28)
Tarwin 3.6  6.6  12.9  14.13 (97)
GOALS, Fish Crk: A Bright 3, J Rysko 1
BEST: L Bowman, J Anderson, B Boyd, 
L Cocksedge, J Arestia, A Farrell
GOALS, Tarwin: B Senior-Gibson 7, R Waddell 4, 
D Cardy, T Garry, L Anderson 1 each
BEST: R Waddell, Z Bright, B Senior-Gibson, 
D Feild, B Abernethy, H Watt
THIRDS
Fish Creek 1.1  1.2  3.2  3.3 (21)
Tarwin 3.3  7.6  11.11  14.14 (98)
GOALS, Fish Crk: J Morgan, J Cicero, 
A Bradley 1 each
BEST: A Bradley, R Cicero, M Chapman, S Rodda, 
J Rysko, M Thomson
GOALS, Tarwin: B Trevena 3, N Belvedere, 
J Lowe 2, A Gannon, C Gerretzen, L Jones, 
Z McRae, J Andronaco, K Gow 1 each
BEST: J Cameron, A Gannon, S Kreutzberger, 
Z McRae, J Lowe, C Mallia

FISH CREEK FOOTBALL CLUB

6064
TOORA BOOLARRA

TOORA FOOTBALL CLUB

Toora 5.3  6.6  7.9  9.10 (64)
Boolarra 1.3  4.8  4.11  8.12 (60)
GOALS, Toora: L Craig 5, J Smart 2, S Smart, 
M Bezzene 1 each
BEST: J Halsall, W Cashin, L Craig, J Smart, 
L Smart, L Marr
GOALS, Boolarra: A Sheers, J Mason 2, 
B Flanigan, B Mason, M Dyer, J Holmes 1 each
BEST: S Noy, M Dyer, B Mason, J Noy, M Porykali, 
B Flanigan
RESERVES
Toora 4.4  10.5  13.8  16.14 (110)
Boolarra 1.0  1.0  1.1  1.1 (7)
GOALS, Toora: J Maurilli-Pullin 5, J Nicholls 3, 
L de Boer, T Bartels, J Guganovic 2, J Nicholls, 
W Balcombe 1 each
BEST: L Anedda, P Grant, L de Boer, A Walker, 
J Guganovic, M Glowrey
GOALS, Boolarra: P Haines 1
BEST: J Hawkins, C Semple, J Felmingham, 
R Johnstone- McCloud, G Dyer, J Gill

SENIORS 
Newborough 13.11.89  d  Morwell-E 11.10.76
RESERVES
Morwell-E 24.12.156 d Newborough 4.2.26
THIRDS
Newborough 15.11.101  d  Yinnar  6.5.41

IN OTHER GAMES...

SATURDAY, JULY 19
ELLINBANK

GIPPSLAND

MID GIPPSLAND

ROUND 14

ROUND 13

ROUND 14

Longwarry v Buln Buln
Ellinbank v Lang Lang

Neerim South v Yarragon
Nilma Darnum v Poowong

Trafalgar v Catani
Bunyip v Nyora

Bairnsdale v Warragul
Sale v Drouin

Moe v Leongatha
Wonthaggi v Morwell

Traralgon v Maffra

Boolarra v Stony Creek
MDU v Newborough

Tarwin v Toora
Thorpdale v Morwell East

Yinnar v Fish Creek
Hill End, Foster and Mirboo North - BYES

THIS WEEKEND’S DRAW

FISH Creek had the oppor-
tunity to not only secure four 
more valuable premiership 
points but also to send Tarwin 
spiralling back down towards 
a pack of clubs all clamouring 
for the Sharks’ current posi-
tion in the league’s top six.

It was an opportunity that 
the Kangaroos gladly took with 
both hands, winning by twen-
ty-seven points.

“A pleasing win yesterday. We 
knew Tarwin would come out 
firing after the previous week 
and it proved to be a tough 

arm wrestle for the first half,” 
Jarrad Walker, Fish Creek 
coach said.

“Happy with our boys to 
keep grinding away, lift the 
pressure in the second half 
and kick away to a couple of 
goal lead. It has been a real 
positive for us that we are able 
to stay in games, then have the 
fitness to lift to another gear 
in the second halves when re-
quired.”

The hard work done through 

summer is now called on in 
the middle of winter, the sides 
that have dug deep when no 
one was watching can now 
showcase that work while all 
eyes are on them.

“Always a tough ask playing 
Fish Creek as they have quality 
across every line. I was happy 
with our response this week 
as opposed to last week. The 
guys gave effort and we held 
one another accountable,” La-
chie Jones, Tarwin coach said.

“A really pleasing aspect was 
our second quarter response. 

We had some of our players do 
some selfless roles and some 
things worked which we will 
take away as a positive. 

“We took the contest up to 
them but did drop away in the 
last quarter.” 

There remains very little 
between many of the sides in 
the competition and just when 
you think you may have things 
worked out, the unexpected 
shows up and slaps you in the 
face.

The moral to the MGFNL 
story, expect the unexpected.

Tarwin under pressure as Roos rise
By Rob Popplestone

ALL that stood between 
Toora and an unlikely late-sea-
son surge towards the MGFNL 
finals was a Boolarra team that 
pretty much wanted the exact 
same thing that the Magpies 
did, a victory, four premiership 
points and continued contact 
with the top six sides in the 
competition.

Toora took their chances 
claiming victory in yet another 
nail-biting victory of round 
thirteen.

The Magpies 9-10-64 defeat-
ing Boolarra 8-12-60.

“A tough contest against Bool-
arra we came out firing in the 
first quarter and controlled the 
majority of it with good ball use 
which gave our forwards good 
looks at goal. But as Boolarra 
do so often they got the game 
on their terms and outplayed 
us for the majority of the last 
three quarters,” Jay Accardi, 
Toora coach said.

“Was great to see the boys 
stand up when it counted in 
some big moments in the last 
quarter to get the victory one 
that could have gone either 
way.”

The Demons are now seem-
ingly on the wrong side of too 
many that could have gone ei-
ther way.

Each week there are patches 
of play that indicate they could 
and possibly even should be 
further up the ladder.

The weekend gone, no excep-
tion.

“A lightning fast start saw the 
Toora side lead five goals three 
behind to one goal three at the 
first break,” Brendan Mason, 
Boolarra coach said.

“We were the victim of self-
inflicted wounds with some 
poor ball use from the halfback 
line through the middle of the 
ground gifting three of Toora’s 
five goals. 

“Then Magpies’ star Jack 
Weston injected himself into 
the middle and started to influ-
ence the flow of play.

“In the last quarter and after 
a tug of war saw a scoreless five 
minutes Joel Mason kicked the 
ultimate skipper’s goal to get 
the lead back for the Demons 
with 19 played. 

“With 24 gone, a Toora free 
kick found their gun forward 
Craig free in the F50 and when 
he kicked truly the home side 
led by four with that being the 
ultimate margin in a cracking 
game of football.”

There were so many passages 
of play, decisions made that the 
Demons could reflect on and 
say, “what if” but with the pre-
miership points missing from 
their bank, Boolarra appear 
just one more loss away from 
looking at their season and 
saying, “what if?”

Boolarra left asking “what if?”
By Rob Popplestone

Josh Halsall starred for Toora, getting a grip of his opponent 
Brendan Mason’s shorts on this occasion. A53_2825

Tarwin’s Harrison Cumming pursues the Sherrin, being 
one of the Sharks’ better players against Fish Creek. 
A43_2825

Lachlan Gale leaps high for the Kangaroos in the ruck, 
Fish Creek prevailing by 27 points over a competitive 
Tarwin. A40_2825
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Foster  .............................11 1 240.76 48
Fish Creek  .....................11 1 203.15 48
Yinnar  ............................10 2 177.37 44
MDU  ................................. 8 4 131.95 36
Thorpdale  ........................ 6 6 97.39 28
Tarwin  .............................. 6 6 91.31 28
Mirboo Nth  ......................6 6 81.82 28
Toora  ...............................5 7 89.07 24
Newborough  ...................5 7 71.48 24
Boolarra  ..........................4 8 80.46 20
Stony Creek  ....................3 9 82.90 16
Morwell East  ...................2 10 54.26 12
Hill End  ............................1 11 52.73 8

Yinnar  ............................12 0 447.86 52
MDU  ................................. 9 3 309.81 40
Morwell East  ................... 9 3 248.02 40
Tarwin  .............................. 9 3 197.51 40
Stony Creek  .................... 8 4 132.55 36
Fish Creek  ....................... 8 4 129.59 36
Toora  ...............................7 5 207.71 32
Newborough  ...................4 8 64.40 20
Hill End  ............................3 9 54.67 16
Mirboo Nth  ......................3 9 53.60 16
Thorpdale  ........................3 9 27.56 16
Foster  ..............................2 9 38.84 14
Boolarra  ..........................0 11 22.20 6

MDU  ................................. 9 1 369.37 48
Newborough  ................... 8 2 167.79 44
Yinnar  .............................. 6 4 118.48 36
Hill End  ............................ 6 4 115.01 36
Tarwin  .............................. 2 7 74.28 24
Mirboo Nth  ...................... 4 7 72.77 24
Fish Creek  .......................0 10 22.74 12
Stony Creek .....................0 0 0.00 0
Toora  ...............................0 0 0.00 0
Boolarra  ..........................0 0 0.00 0
Thorpdale  ........................0 0 0.00 0
Morwell East  ...................0 0 0.00 0
Foster  ..............................0 0 0.00 0

MID GIPPSLAND LEAGUE LADDERS
SENIORS W   L  %  pts RESERVES W   L  %  pts THIRDS W   L  %  pts

ROUND 13

Jake Best (Foster)  63
Nick Nagel (MDU) 54
Kane Grinstead-Jones  (Yinnar) 54

Jarryd Garlick (Yinnar) 52
Adam Bright (Fish Creek)  43
James Maurilli-Pullin (Toora)  33

Angus McInnes (MDU) 52
Oscar Hanson (Newborough) 42
Tobias McDuffi e  (Mirboo North) 35

LEADING GOAL KICKERS LEADING GOAL KICKERS LEADING GOAL KICKERS

MID GIPPSLAND 
LEAGUE RESULTS

RND
13

66147
FOSTER MDU

MDU FOOTBALL CLUB

Foster 5.3  9.3  17.7  23.9 (147)
MDU 2.2  7.5  8.6  10.6 (66)
GOALS, Foster: J Best 9, J Flavelle 3, J Lewis, 
S Chaseling, B Flavelle 2, M Green, J Rathjen, 
M Cooke, H Hoppner, M Green 1 each
BEST: A Norton, H Hoppner, M Cooke, O Callcott, 
J Morris, J Flavelle
GOALS, MDU: T McRae 4, D Thorson, W Stewart 
2, N Nagel, S Wilson 1 each
BEST: J Hoy, D Thorson, S Wilson, T Corry,
 J Schelling, S Walsh
RESERVES
Foster 0.0  2.1  2.1  3.1 (19)
MDU 4.8  8.8  13.13  19.18 (132)
GOALS, Foster: J Davy, J Gay, M House 1 each
BEST: F Lomax, J Gay, K Davy, M House, 
D Burton, J Smith
GOALS, MDU: J Brydon, B Fennell, A Kemper 3, 
K Helms, B Tomada, T Harris 2, B Cantwell, 
L Harris, R Weaver, R Fisher 1 each
BEST: A Kemper, J Leeden, B Tomada, M Hoober, 
B Fennell, J Lacy

FOSTER FOOTBALL CLUB

147

77119
HILL END STONY CREEK

STONY CREEK FOOTBALL CLUB

Hill End 6.0  10.4  10.4  19.5 (119)
Stony Creek 3.3  5.7  8.8  11.11 (77)
GOALS, Hill End: D Paul 5, S Calway, 
L Cumiskey 3, W Schofi eld, A Uliando, B Paul, 
J Fairfull, A Fawcett, D Fawcett, A Daly, 
C Owen 1 each
BEST: D Paul, A Fawcett, S Calway, A Uliando, 
L Cumiskey, K Mulley
GOALS, Stony Crk: R McKnight, H Funnell 2, 
M Portelli, C Carter, T Bernaldo, J Stuart, H Bull, 
A Dyke, T Sinclair 1 each
BEST: J Stone, J Battersby, C Carter, C Stone, 
H Bull, J Stuart
RESERVES
Hill End                   2.1       2.1       5.1      6.2 (38)
Stony Creek           3.1       5.4       7.5       9.6 (60)
GOALS, Hill End: J Schiavello 3, N James 2, 
Z O’Hara 1
BEST: N James, L Sutton, N Bain, J Schiavello, 
B McLachlan, Z O’Hara
GOALS, Stony Crk: D Zuidema, B Renden, 
L Byrnes 2, T Shepherdson, B park, 
T Taylor-Wilton 1 each
BEST: W McDonald, R Baudinette, B Renden, 
S Roche, T Taylor-Wilton, T Davies

6157
THORPDALE MIRBOO NORTH

MIRBOO NORTH FOOTBALL CLUB

Thorpdale 1.5  3.7  7.11  7.15 (57)
Mirboo Nth 2.2  4.2  5.6  9.7 (61)
GOALS, Thorpdale: J Jones 2, J Burgess, 
S Pickering, T Patten, H Britten, J Patullo 1 each
BEST: G Low, J Patullo, J De Virgilio, B Britten, 
K O’Connell, S Pickering
GOALS, Mirboo Nth: R Kratzat, D Turner, 
R Oddy 2, J Conlan, M Richardson, J Chila 1 each
BEST: B Peters, D Turner, J Chila, H Mahoney, 
A Woodall, M Daly
RESERVES
Thorpdale 1.2  2.6  6.6  6.6 (42)
Mirboo Nth 0.1  1.2  1.4  2.8 (20)
GOALS, Thorpdale:  L Swain 3, S Lawson, 
D Taylor, T Mackenzie 1 each
BEST: C Rudling, R Kerrison, W Allan, L Swain, 
A Lancaster, D Mcmahon
GOALS, Mirboo Nth: T Basarke, B Peters 1 each
BEST: J Cummaudo,  , H Reville Gent, J Jagusch, 
E Hall, L Gervasi
THIRDS
Hill End 2.2         4.4      7.5      12.6 (78)
Mirboo Nth           0.3        0.4      1.6         6.7(43)
GOALS, Hill End: D Paul 7, J Winduss 2, 
B Stephens, T Riley, M Hasthorpe 1 each
BEST:  D Paul, D Jarvis, L Mulley, J Winduss, 
D van der Stoep, S Damschke
GOALS, Mirboo Nth: T Tobin, C Crutchfi eld 2, 
M Briscoe, T Heislers 1 each
BEST: N Jackson, H Ludlow, C Vivian, T Williams, 
Z Fleming, C Crutchfi eld

Visit our website:
www.sgst.com.au

HILL End started the after-
noon of round twelve with a 
real belief that this could be 
their chance for their first win 
of the 2025 season.

A healthy local crowd cou-
pled with the appearance of 
former AFL player Will Scho-
field as a guest of the Carlton 
Draught ensured that all the 
stars were seemingly aligned.

The result sparked home 
ground celebrations for the 
first time this year.

An accurate Hill End 

19-5-119 comfortable victors 
by seven goals over Stony 
Creek 11-11-77.

“We all played well, but big 
Will Schofield got us plenty of 
the ball and lifted the whole 
side, Stony Creek came back 
in the third quarter, but we 
kept them at arm’s length,” 
Adrian Burns, Hill End Coach 
said. 

“I’ve been waiting for them 
to do what I knew they could, 

it was just great to see the 
boys get a reward and for the 
whole community to enjoy it.”

In some ways, the win was 
inevitable for Hill End, who 
throughout the season had 
sometimes teased that a win 
was on the way, but consis-
tently fell short, which in 
some ways made the win so 
much sweeter.

“Congrats to Hill End get-
ting their first win for the year, 
and putting on such a great 
day with the Carlton Draught 

player. With so many injuries 
to our list we are battling the 
best we can,” Troy Shepard-
son, Stony Creek coach said.

The Lions, like a handful of 
clubs in the competition, have 
battled as best they could with 
too many injuries to manage 
successfully, and when your 
talent pool is also limited, it 
makes life that much tougher.

All that said, Stony most 
certainly has the foundation 
from which to build in the 
season of 2026. 

By Rob Popplestone

Schofi eld lifts spirits for Hill End’s fi rst win

No coach, no worries for Tigers
THERE was a building ex-

pectation that one week would 
soon determine a number of 
clubs’ seasons.

Not many, however, believed 
that round thirteen might be it.

MDU were under no illusions 
as to the enormity of the task 
as they ventured to the home 
ground of the Tigers to take on 
the top of the table team at their 
home ground.

Foster had only tasted defeat 
once in season 2025 and they 
were determined that their sec-
ond would not be in round thir-
teen against the Demons.

Foster 23-9-147 to MDU 10-
6-66.

The Tigers’ comprehen-
sive victory now sets a high 
benchmark for the rest of the 
competition.

The win was much more im-
pressive given the coach was 
actually in another country at 
the time.

“Unfortunately I was away at 
a funeral in NZ on the week-
end, but luckily we have such 
a strong club and message 
across the group we could still 
go to work,” Sam Davies, Foster 
coach said.

“Besty (Jake Best) took over 
but our first half was filled with 
undisciplined acts and giving 
away goals – we were on top, 
but the scoreboard may not 
have reflected that. The sec-
ond half showcased the way we 
wanted to play and our ability 
to score and defend as a group. 
The midfield dominated and 
our forwards got really good 
looks. 

“We’ll enjoy the week off be-
fore our last four games.”

As the Tigers get to rest before 
returning in round fourteen, the 
Demons cannot wait to redeem 
themselves after the disappoint-
ment of such a devastating loss.

“There’s no easy way to 
say this, but yesterday’s 

performance was poor and ex-
tremely disappointing,” Rhett 
Kelly, MDU coach said.

“While the first half showed 
promise for a great game of 
footy, unfortunately, we didn’t 
come to play after halftime. Full 
credit to Foster; they are a great 
team and had all the answers 
across the board. They out-
worked us for longer and were 
able to score heavily, and we 
simply couldn’t respond. 

“I want to apologise to our 
supporters who made the trek 
down the road. That was not 
who we want to be, and we need 
to be a lot better than what we 
dished up in that second half.

“The great thing about footy 
is that we have another chance 
next week to respond.”

The Demons sit fourth on the 
MGFNL ladder, but unless they 
respond immediately that posi-
tion will also come under threat 
from a number of clubs in close 
pursuit.

By Rob Popplestone

MDU’s Sam Wilson escapes Jaxon Lewis. Photo: Bec Casey Sports Photography.

Foster’s  James Morris sinks the  boot in. Photo: Bec Casey 
Sports Photography.



64   |   TUESDAY, JULY 15, 2025   |   SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES 

By Rover

WITH four unanswered 
final-quarter goals, Mirboo 
North snatched a thrilling, 
last-gasp four-point away-
from-home victory, against 
Thorpdale on Saturday.

Mirboo North retained the 
annual Bright/St Ellen Me-
morial Shield, with victories 
in the seniors football and 
four netball clashes between 
the clubs.

It was nine minutes before 
Thorpdale’s Hayden Britten 
brought up the first goal of 
the game and 10 minutes of 
intense play later, Jesse Chi-
la slammed through Mirboo 
North’s opening major. 

Some Thorpdale ill-disci-
pline afforded Riley Oddy 
a double 50-metre penalty, 
that gifted Mirboo North its 
second goal and a three-
point advantage at quarter-
time.

After leading by a point 
at half-time Mirboo North 
trailed by 17 points at the 
last change, following a 
strong third term from the 
Blues.

Gavin Low, Jesse Patullo, 
James De Virgilio and Brit-
ten had really come into the 
game for Thorpdale with 
swags of quality possessions 
– as Mirboo North strug-
gled to keep pace with the 
Blues’ speedy run and carry 
through the midfield.

Thorpdale had recorded 
four consecutive behinds in 
the final quarter to extend its 
advantage to 21 points, when 
another pass – en route to 
the big white sticks – was 
marked on the last line by 
Mirboo North’s Beau Peters.

Here, the context of the 
contest suddenly changed on 
its head.

Peters sprinted 75 metres 
down the corridor, weav-
ing past several Blues’ out-
stretched fingers and bounc-
ing the ball six times as he 
went.

Then, with a 55-metre 
roost, Peters found Mitch 
Richardson, who handballed 
to Jonathon Conlan running 
past at full speed, for the Ti-
gers’ sixth goal for the day.

As fine a passage of attack-
ing football is rarely seen. 

A minute later, Richardson 
scored another major, before 
playing coach Damien Turn-
er, snapped accurately from 
close range and the visitors 
were only three points be-
hind.

Momentum was now with the 
Tigers when skipper Hudson 
Kerr’s running shot from the 
left forward pocket slammed 
into the right goal post.

Deep into time-on, a final 
forward thrust from Mir-
boo North, involving Ethan 
Woodall, Will Jacka, Turner 
and Archie Woodall sent the 
ball into its attacking 50.

Turner followed the 
ball into the goal square, 
pounced on it like a feral cat 
and booted his second goal 
for the term, that put the Ti-
gers four points in front.

This Saturday, Mirboo 
North has the bye, before 
hosting Hill End on July 26 
at Tigerland. 

SPORT  | FOOTBALL
Tigers snatch 
thrilling last-
gasp victory

Mid Gippsland’s defender put the pressure on West 
Gippsland goal attack during the Interleague Carnival. 
Photo: Bec Casey Sports Photography.

West Gippsland took on Gippsland in the Interleague Carnival. 
Photo: Bec Casey Sports Photography.

West Gippsland claims  
back-to-back Interleague win

WEST Gippsland’s junior foot-
ballers retained their crown, secur-
ing a back-to-back victory at the 
2025 Gippsland Youth Carnival at 
the Morwell Recreation Reserve on 
July 6.

The carnival saw football and net-
ball leagues from West Gippsland, 
Gippsland, North Gippsland, Mid 
Gippsland and Ellinbank battle 
it out for the Interleague Carnival 
Cup.

West Gippsland won all four of its 
games – with only two goals scored 
against it for the day – to win for a 
second consecutive year and for the 
third time in the last four years.

The West Gippsland Football Net-
ball Competition selected a team of 
26 with an excellent cross-section 
of the league’s clubs represented 
and that trained at the Cora Lynn 
Recreation Reserve for the last six 
weeks.

The team won its games fairly 
comfortably, with its biggest chal-
lenge of the day played out against 
the Gippsland League.

West Gippsland and Gippsland’s 
matchup is always hotly contested, 
with West Gippsland winning by 10 
points.

The West Gippsland Football Net-
ball Competition named Charlie 
O’Garey from Phillip Island its man 
of the match.

O’Garey plays in the midfield and 
half back and was in and under ev-
erything all day.

The player of the tournament pre-
sented by AFL Gippsland was Gar-
field ruckman Ding Dieng.

West Gippsland Football Netball 
Competition operations manager 
Brett Tessari said the back-to-back 
win was exciting to witness.

“It was a fantastic day, and it was 
pretty cool to see our footballers 
reach the objective they set out to 
achieve,” he said.

“It was a good concept by AFL 
Gippsland and Netball Victoria to 
combine football and netball on the 
day – it was a very enjoyable day 
and very well organised.

“A special thank you to all the 
volunteers who helped on the day, 
and to the parents who took their 
kids to training at Cora Lynn and 
to Morwell for the tournament – it’s 
a great commitment.” 

West Gippsland Football Netball Competition was the back-to-back winner of the Gippsland 
Youth Carnival at the Morwell Recreation Reserve. Photos: Bec Casey Sports Photography. 

Junior footballers from West Gippsland Football Netball Competition combined well to win the 
Interleague Carnival Cup. 
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66122
PHILLIP ISLAND TOORADIN-DAL

PHILLIP ISLAND FOOTBALL CLUB

Phillip Island 4.3  10.6  14.6  19.8 (122)
Tooradin-Dal 3.5  4.10  6.13  8.18 (66)
GOALS, P-Island: C Pedersen 5, B Kimber 4, 
H Bruce, M Collison, B Taylor 2, J Taylor, 
B Hennessy, N Anderson, J Youle 1 each
BEST: M Collison, M Griffi n, J Taylor, C Thompson, 
B Kimber, T Kleverkamp
GOALS, Toor-Dal: A Dean 2, N Lang, J Flannery, 
L Adams, J Craven, X Shinners, S Savage 1 each
BEST:  J Flannery, L Adams, M Buntine, S Savage, 
P Wright, C O’Riordan
RESERVES
Phillip Island 2.2  4.2  6.2  7.3 (45)
Tooradin-Dal 4.0  4.1  6.1  6.3 (39)
GOALS, P-Island: J Patullo 2, T Woodfi eld, 
B Ross, M Paulsen, J Huther, B Pewtress 1 each
BEST: F Cousins, D Thompson, J Patullo, 
J Keating, M Paulsen, M Mattock
GOALS, Toor-Dal: A Mirauta, L Gregson 3 each
BEST: A Galea, W Lumby, L Gregson, B Sellings, 
J Denereaz, J O’Donnell
THIRDS
Phillip Island 2.0  5.3  6.5 7 .5 (47)
Tooradin-Dal 3.4  3.4  5.5  5.6 (36)
GOALS, P-Island: O Duggan 2, C O’Garey, 
D Rizzo, M Taylor, N Williams, B Chihotski 1 each
BEST: C O’Garey, J Kelly, J Cashman, I Savona, 
J Briggs, B Chihotski
GOALS, Toor-Dal: J Worrall 2, A Zoobi, 
C Campbell, H Rogers 1 each
BEST: J Worrall, V Papas, B Hamilton, R Cooper, 
H Hardy, C Campbell
FOURTHS
Phillip Island 0.1  0.1  1.2  1.4 (10)
Tooradin-Dal 1.6  4.9  7.12  11.13 (79)
GOALS, P-Island: A Bailey-Cox 1
BEST: S O’Garey, J Moschetti, Z Sund, E Tilley, 
L Addison, B Parry,
GOALS, Toor-Dal: R Kinna, C Hudson Sibilla, 
J Tibballs 2, B Dean, J Alexander, A Swinburne, 
B Spittal, N Baker 1 each
BEST: W Murray, N Baker, R Kinna, B Dean, 
J Alexander, K Angleton

122

6254
KORUMBURRA BENA WARRAGUL IND

KORUMBURRA BENA FOOTBALL CLUB

Kor-Bena 3.1  6.2  6.2  8.6 (54)
Warragul Ind 3.4  6.10  6.10  8.14 (62)
GOALS, Kor-Bena: R Gillis 3, T Crocker 2, 
J Cuman, J Fowles 1 each
BEST: K Walker, N Besley, H Gordon, J Hopkins, 
J Cuman, Z Walker
GOALS, Warr-Ind: T Hancock, G Lok 2, J Bradley, 
T Cornwall, Z Reid, N Visser 1 each 
BEST: B Hillard, B Beck, C Gibbons, J Bradley, 
T Hancock, J Monckton
RESERVES
Kor-Bena 3.2  6.3  8.4  13.7 (85)
Warragul Ind 0.0  1.2  2.2  2.3 (15)
GOALS, Kor-Bena: M Kennewell, W Croatto 3, 
A Simmons, A Green, L Walker 2, J Peacock 1
BEST: M Kennewell, A Simmons, C Anderson,
 J Harris, T Walker, A Green
GOALS, Warr-Ind: J Crowther, 
R Gates-Crewes 1 each
BEST: D Burton, T Hemming, K Huggett, J O’Neil, 
R Gates-Crewes, J Crowther
THIRDS
Kor-Bena 0.2  2.3  4.6  5.7 (37)
Warragul Ind 4.5  5.10  8.11  9.13 (67)
GOALS, Kor-Bena: C De Grandi 3, D Walker, 
N Belvedere 1 each
BEST: J Gollop, Z Sherar, B Fowles, C De Grandi, 
J Kirkbride, J Douglas,
GOALS, Warr-Ind: A Borg 3, C Vickery, 
Z Thompson 2, S Oling, J Morgan 1 each
BEST: M Cornwall, A Borg, T Youngman, R Butler, 
B Smith, C Vickery
FOURTHS
Kor-Bena 0.1  0.1  0.1  0.1 (1)
Warragul Ind 1.3  2.7  3.11  7.14 (56)
BEST, Kor-Bena: J Douglas, K Hansch, 
B Woodman, K Tucker, E Belvedere, C Boulter
GOALS, Warr-Ind: A Ingham 3, J Morgan, 
C Vickery, R Buck, S Oling 1 each
BEST: A Ingham, M Cornwall, J Huggins, 
T Goodrope, S Oling, R Matthews

SENIORS 
Cora Lynn  22.15.147  d  Koo Wee Rup  12.9.81
RESERVES
Cora Lynn  9.9.63  d  Koo Wee Rup  4.3.27
THIRDS 
Koo Wee Rup  6.9.45  d  Cora Lynn  4.6.30

IN OTHER GAMES...

KORUMBURRA-BENA host-
ed Warragul Industrials on a 
pleasant winter’s day. 

Having just witnessed the 
reserves getting a win, the 
Giants’ seniors went into the 
match confident.

However, with injuries to 
some key players, it would 
take a full four-quarter effort. 

With a clear scoring end, 
due to the wind, the Dusties 
started well. 

They attacked the ball from 
the first bounce, scoring the 
first goal. 

The Giants’ backline was 
under immediate pressure, 
but the Giants’ Guy Dickson 
was up to the challenge taking 
intercept marks and spoiling 
the many Warragul attacks 
into their forward 50.

Korumburra-Bena respond-
ed when Clayton Quaife roved 
beautifully and snapped a 
goal on the run. 

Ryan Gillis was a strong for-
ward target for the Giants to 

soccer the ball through for an-
other six points.

Both teams managed to 
move the ball from end to end 
linking cohesively,. 

Evan Allaway – the Giants’ 
ruckman – tapped the ball to 
a roving Quaife who booted 
the ball nicely to a leading Gil-
lis, who then kicked truly. 

Another goal went to the Gi-
ants.

Stoppages were aplenty with 
Dickson keeping busy in de-
fence.

His matchup with his 
Dusties opponent was a keen-
ly contested duel of its own. 

Nick Beasley was also effec-
tive, intercepting many of the 
Dusties’ forward entries.

The Giants went into the 
second quarter three points 
down. 

Once again, the Giants’ de-
fenders were under pressure 
early, with Warragul finding 
free players and scoring early. 

A rewarding strong tackle 

from Kodie Walker saw the in-
tensity lift. 

Tom Crocker was leading 
well, and it was now becom-
ing hard for either team to 
score. 

Captain Joel Cuman 
snapped truly from the 
boundary, again lifting his 
team’s spirits going into half-
time. 

The Giants were down by 
three points.

Korumburra-Bena started 
with some scrappy footy in 
the third quarter, needing to 
release the ball quicker. 

An injury to Dickson meant 
Zach Walker and Tyler New-
ton stepped up. 

Zach Walker was taking 
important intercept marks, 
Kodie Walker was everywhere, 
and Bailey Nation started to 
have an impact with his hard-
ball gets.

The Giants’ skill errors cost 
them at times, but a goal on 
the run by Cuman kept the 

Giants within seven points at 
three-quarter time.

Josh Hopkins urged his 
team to lift and give it their all 
coming into the last. 

They had repeated forward 
entries without score. 

Jake Fowles goaled from a 
free kick, but once again, the 
Dusties were able to respond.

In a seesawing match, Gillis 
goaled from the pocket under 
pressure. 

Zach Walker and Newton 
continued with their defensive 
marking and intercepts. 

The Giants had possession 
kicking down the line, for only 
the final siren to sound.

Although hurt by the loss, 
the Giants showed credible 
effort and intensity, playing 
a very disciplined brand of 
football against a top team, 
getting closer to that breakout 
win.

The Giants will face Koo Wee 
Rup at the Koo Wee Rup Rec-
reation Reserve next week. 

Giants fall just short in spirited clash with Dusties

From page 68
“It’s just the amount of 

training and playing traffic.”
Match report: The match 

started evenly enough with 
the teams well matched on 
the ball and both defences 
on top but all that changed 
in the second, as Phillip Is-
land opened up a match-win-
ning lead, kicking six goals 
to one.

Tooradin-Dalmore cracked 
in at the start of the third 
quarter but it was a string of 
three goals in as many min-
utes, late in the quarter, two 
from the same spot on the 
boundary by Billy Taylor and 
a fine snap by Bailey Hen-
nessy that put paid to any 
idea of a Seagulls revival.

Coach Pedersen said he 
was loving the work of the 
crumbers up forward for the 
Dogs, finishing off the good 
work up field and he urged 
his players to really show 
what they were about in the 
first five minutes. They did.

The first play out of the 
centre after the restart was 
a laces-out pass by Peder-
sen to Charlie Bruce for no 
score, but the intent was cer-
tainly there.

Phillip Island’s defence was 
good, Tyce Kleverkamp on 
Andrew Dean, Zak Vernon 
on Logan Downe and Dan-
iel Pearce dropping back on 
the last lines but it was ulti-
mately Tooradin who pulled 
one back through Dean with 
a long bomb.

Mark Griffin was pacy 
around the flanks and Peder-
sen chocked up another goal 
assist to Kimber on the lead.

Great play out of de-
fence starting with Pearce, 
Kleverkamp and Griffin ended 
up with a Nick Anderson goal 
after which it was party time 
for the Dogs with Mark Col-
lison kicking one Akermanis 
style from the boundary and 
Kimber rewarded for a great 
tackle with a goal.

Bulldogs send Seagulls 
(and Geese) flying

Brendan Kimber lands a successful tackle on his opponent. Photo: Carol Ratcliff.

Some of the action from Saturday’s important win by Phillip Island over second-placed 
Tooradin-Dalmore.
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Cora Lynn 22.15.147 d Koo Wee Rup 12.9.81

Kilcunda Bass 9.11.65 d Inverloch-Kongwak 9.10.64

Phillip Island 19.8.122 d Tooradin-Dalmore 8.18.66

Warragul Industrials 8.14.62 d Korumburra Bena 8.6.54

Nar Nar Goon 23.15.153 d Dalyston 5.2.32
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THE battle for the coveted sixth 
spot on the ladder drew a fitting 
conclusion when Kilcunda-Bass 
scraped by with a one-point win 
against Inverloch-Kongwak on 
Saturday.

Kilcunda-Bass breathed a sigh 
of relief when it claimed the four 
points to be a game clear of the 
Sea Eagles on the ladder, but it 
took a nailbiter to get there.

Playing at the Bass Recreation 
Reserve, there was a slight breeze 
that favoured the social rooms 
end early in the match.

The rain held off to ensure good 
and fair conditions for the match-
up.

Kilcunda-Bass kicked against 
the wind in the first quarter and 
felt it held on well, staying one 
point ahead before the first siren 
and foreshadowing what was to 
come.

Both sides fumbled some of the 
opportunities, which meant de-
fence was the order of the day.

Kilcunda-Bass kicked away in 

the second quarter and was 15 
points ahead halfway through.

Knowing the game was in the 
balance, the Panthers tried to get 
the break they needed, but the 
Sea Eagles had other plans.

Inverloch-Kongwak stepped on 
it and ensured the scores were 
level going into halftime.

There was some shuffling 
around in the third quarter, but 
the contest remained tight. 

Neither side showed domina-
tion, but Inverloch-Kongwak 
worked hard to gain a small lead 
with one quarter to go.

Kilcunda-Bass made the deci-
sion to move Lochlan Scott for-
ward to counteract Inverloch-
Kongwak’s Jayden Sullivan.

Sullivan was an overpowering 
presence in the Sea Eagle’s de-
fence all game but Scott was able 
to take some important marks to 
keep the ball in the Panthers’ for-
ward line.

As fans on both sides held their 
breath as the game drew to a 

close, Dale Gawley missed an im-
portant shot for Kilcunda-Bass, 
but the ball was picked up by Tra-
vis Tuck.

Tuck quickly snapped for a 
point and the siren went 20 sec-
onds later.

Although Kilcunda-Bass is now 
a game ahead, it only has five 
games to go while Inverloch-Kong-
wak has six.

The fate of its 2025 season is 
still dependent on its performance 
during the remaining games.

Next week, Kilcunda-Bass will 
play Cora Lynn.

The Panthers lost by 30 points 
to Cora Lynn in round six but 
played the Cobras late in the sea-
son last year and only lost by 13 
points.

This close contest spurred the 
Panthers on to maintain their 
spot in the finals and hopes this 
game will have the same effect.

Inverloch-Kongwak has a chal-
lenging game ahead as it preps to 
play Tooradin-Dalmore. 

 One-point classic keeps 
Panthers’ finals hopes alive

Nathan Foote takes control of the ball as he works to break free from the pack for the Panthers. 
Photos: Anna Carson

In a game that went down to the wire, Joseph West and 
Zak Box battled for possession.

Oscar Toussaint delivers the handball to Jordan 
Bertacco as the Sea Eagles work to clear the ball from 
their backline.

Travis Tuck and Ethan Park tussle for possession in a 
nail-biter between Kilcunda Bass and Inverloch-Kongwak.
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WEST GIPPSLAND COMPETITION LADDERS ROUND 14

WEST GIPPSLAND 
COMPETITION 
RESULTS

RND
14

Nar Nar Goon 13 0 293.94 52
Tooradin-Dal 11 2 147.84 44
Phillip Island  9 4 150.22 36
Cora Lynn 8 4 126.82 32
Warragul Ind 8 5 86.11 32
Kilcunda Bass 6 7 95.12 24
Inverloch-K 5 7 88.64 20
Koo Wee Rup 3 10 75.63 12
Garfi eld 3 9 61.67 12
Kor-Bena 2 11 58.95 8
Dalyston 2 11 51.32 8

Tooradin-Dal  11 2 422.96 44
Inverloch-K  10 2 296.19 40
Nar Nar Goon  10 3 281.28 40
Phillip Island  9 4 228.64 36
Cora Lynn  9 3 158.74 36
Koo Wee Rup  6 7 86.97 24
Kor-Bena  6 7 66.24 24
Garfi eld  4 8 60.66 16
Kilcunda Bass  2 11 35.75 8
Dalyston  2 11 31.10 8
Warragul Ind  1 12 23.90 4

Phillip Island  11 1 255.73 3.67
Nar Nar Goon  10 2 242.02 3.33
Inverloch-K  7 2 294.72 3.00
Tooradin-Dal  8 4 126.13 2.67
Koo Wee Rup  7 4 158.06 2.50
Warragul Ind  6 6 112.97 2.00
Garfi eld  3 8 71.48 1.09
Dalyston  3 8 53.83 1.09
Kor-Bena  1 10 20.99 0.36
Cora Lynn  0 11 21.74 0.00
Kilcunda-Bass 0 0 0.00 0.00

Warragul Ind  10 2 402.33 3.33
Nar Nar Goon  10 2 251.49 3.33
Inverloch-K  8 2 235.06 3.20
Tooradin-Dal  9 3 221.33 3.00
Kilcunda Bass  7 5 85.50 2.33
Koo Wee Rup  5 6 43.95 1.82
Phillip Island  5 7 121.97 1.67
Kor-Bena  3 9 55.68 1.00
Dalyston  1 11 32.22 0.33
Garfi eld  0 11 10.95 0.00
Cora Lynn 0 0 0.00 0.00

SENIORS W   L  %  pts RESERVES W   L  %  pts THIRDS W   L  %  pts av FOURTHS W   L  %  pts av

Nathan Gardiner ( Cora Lynn) 70
Dermott Yawney (Nar Nar Goon)  54

Anthony Mirauta (Tooradin-Dal)  33
Lauchlan Gregson (Tooradin-Dal)  26
Rem Dal Pozzo (Inverloch-K)  24

Tarrant Millar (Nar Nar Goon)  30
Oliver Duggan (Phillip Island)  26
Chayse Campbell (Tooradin-Dal)  24

Ky Bannister  (Warragul Ind) 28
Sam O’Garey  (Phillip Island) 21
Alex Ingham (Warragul Ind)  19

LEADING GOAL KICKERS LEADING GOAL KICKERS LEADING GOAL KICKERS LEADING GOAL KICKERS

6465
KILCUNDA BASS INVERLOCH-K

INVERLOCH-KONGWAK FOOTBALL CLUB

Kilcunda Bass 2.3  4.6  5.8  9.11 (65)
Inverloch-K 2.2  4.6  6.8  9.10 (64)
GOALS, K-Bass: T Gunn, D Gawley 2, A Grenness, 
D McRae, J Rosenow, D Clay, O Thomas 1 each
BEST: D Gawley, T Tuck, L Scott, N Foote, S Scott, 
B Gude
GOALS, IK: D Clark, N Baltas, L Rankin 2, 
H McInnes, M Scott, O Toussaint 1 each
BEST: J Sullivan, N Baltas, C O’Flynn, P Pattison, 
D Clark, A Terlich
RESERVES
Kilcunda Bass 1.1  1.1  1.3  3.4 (22)
Inverloch-K 4.2  7.6  10.8  15.10 (100)
GOALS, K-Bass: C Brinkmann 2, G Boyd 1
BEST: M Owens, J Rocotas, C Simpson, 
N Bradley, D Lewandowski, C Brinkmann
GOALS, IK: J Williams, D Taylor 4, L O’Neill 3, 
B Poll, J Scott, J Tomas, W Tiesdell-Smith 1 each
BEST: M McCaughan, J Williams, J Tomas, 
D Taylor, P Dwyer, R Pattison
FOURTHS
Kilcunda Bass 0.0  0.0  0.2  0.3 (3)
Inverloch-K 2.2  6.5  9.7  15.9 (99)
BEST, K-Bass: C Burgess, B McMillan, P McKay, 
B Eden, H Leary, S Logan
GOALS, IK: M Tonkin 5, P OConnell 3, 
H Sorensen, T Debono 2, N McLennan, J Martin, 
O Close 1 each
BEST: H Bell, G Sadler, A Jeeves, C Newman, 
N McLennan, T Debono

KILCUNDA BASS FOOTBALL CLUB

15332
DALYSTON NAR NAR GOON

DALYSTON FOOTBALL CLUB

Dalyston 3.1  4.1  4.1  5.2 (32)
Nar Nar Goon 3.6  9.9  16.12  23.15 (153)
GOALS, Dalyston: D Karamoshos 4, B Carew 1
BEST: D Karamoshos, K Hutchison, B Tilley, 
C Love-Linay, F West, L Armstrong
GOALS, NNG: D Yawney 9, T Armour 3, H Brain 2, 
R Bromley 2, N Hillard 2, M McGreal 1, J Smith 1, 
C Pope 1, J Kkeysers 1, B Rice 1
BEST: D Yawney, A Pipicelli, N Hillard, R Bromley, 
T Armour, J Smith
RESERVES
Dalyston 2.0  2.1  3.1  3.1 (19)
Nar Nar Goon 2.3  3.8  5.10  9.15 (69)
GOALS, Dalyston: J Brooker, D Wylie, 
S Beaumont 1 each
BEST: S Silver, B Sungalis, W Luke, D Wylie, 
L Speed, T Bolding
GOALS, NNG: O Sutherland 3, C Pursell 2, 
N Bransgrove, J Gribbin, J Dai, L Graham 1 each
BEST: J Dai, J Gribbin, D Cross, E Grierson, 
J Hamilton, O Sutherland
THIRDS
Dalyston 2.0  2.0  2.0  2.0 (12)
Nar Nar Goon 5.3  11.6  13.8  19.11 (125)
GOALS, Dalyston: W Chisholm, J Hughes 1 each
BEST: J Hughes, R Brinkman, C Bell,
Z Bowman Kissane, W Chisholm, M Cameron, 
GOALS, NNG: T Millar 7, O Ratten 4, C Pope, 
R Kaminski 2, Z Ferguson, A Shorey, A Schram, 
J Spoard 1 each
BEST: T Millar, A Shorey, A Radings, O Ratten, 
C Becker, B Attard
FOURTHS
Dalyston 0.0  1.2  1.3  3.3 (21)
Nar Nar Goon 2.5  3.8  4.11  6.11 (47)
GOALS, Dalyston: A Benetti 2, B Taranto 1
BEST: R Humphris, L Moriarty, J Howell, 
F McNally, B Wallis, M Chetland
GOALS, NNG: M Mathews 2, J Szybkowski, 
C Hamilton, J Murphy, E Loomes 1 each
BEST: F Shorey, J Cross, T Holland, F Stephens, 
M Mathews, S Andrews

SATURDAY, JULY 19

WEST GIPPSLAND ROUND 15

Warragul Industrials v Nar Nar Goon
Cora Lynn v Kilcunda Bass

Inverloch-Kongwak v Tooradin-Dalmore
Koo Wee Rup v Korumburra-Bena

Garfi eld v Dalyston
Phillip Island - BYE

THIS WEEKEND’S DRAW

Visit our website:
www.sgst.com.au

DALYSTON knew it was go-
ing to be an uphill battle as it 
geared up to face top of the ta-
ble Nar Nar Goon on Saturday.

The challenge was made all 
the more harrowing with five 
players out for the game, and 
the Magpies were disappoint-
ed to concede a 121-point win 
to the ladder leaders.

Despite the scoreline, the 
Magpies kept up with Nar Nar 
Goon in the first half, giving 
a commendable performance.

Dalyston was getting first 
use of the ball out of the cen-
tre, which kept it in conten-
tion early.

Jesse Orchard-Moore filled 
in for Kurt Thomas as a 
strong-bodied ruckman, giv-
ing Dino Karamoshos first 
hands to the ball.

Karamoshos capitalised on 
his capabilities of moving the 
ball out of the centre, using 
his speed and skills to send 
the ball into Dalyston’s for-
ward line.

Dalyston had three goals on 
the board in the first quarter 
and was sitting just five points 
behind at the first siren.

Dalyston continued to work 
hard in the second quarter, 
only letting Nar Nar Goon get 
up by five goals.

With Ben Lewis absent from 
the backline, young guns Fra-
ser West and Louis Armstrong 
worked hard to slow Nar Nar 
Goon’s attack.

However, once Nar Nar 
Goon had control of the ball, 
it didn’t waste its chances.

During the half-time break, 
the Nar Nar Goon coach said 
just enough to rev up the 
away side to leave Dalyston 
scoreless in the third quarter.

Nar Nar Goon continued 
to show its class through 
the fourth quarter, increas-
ing its pressure on Dalyston 
and outrunning the Magpies 
through to the final siren. 

For Dalyston, Kyle Hutchin-
son worked hard all game 

and demonstrated why he is 
in contention for the league’s 
most valuable player.

Proving to be a real leader 
on the ground, Hutchison 
demonstrated great skills 
through the middle and was 
a tremendous asset on Satur-
day.

Brad Tilley was in and un-

der everything all day and 
was not afraid of the physical 
contest Nar Nar Goon handed 
down.

Dalyston has been thrilled 
to have Cale Love-Linay back 
in its lineup.

Love-Linay was reliable all 
over the ground, showing 
classy skills and making a 

huge difference to Dalyston’s 
game.

Next week, Dalyston will be 
playing Garfield at the Gar-
field Recreation Reserve.

The Magpies are hoping to 
have a few players back for 
this contest and are look-
ing forward to a competitive 
game. 

Magpies falter against Nar Nar Goon

GOOD conditions greeted 
Mt Eliza for their first visit to 
Dalyston. 

The Breakers came out fir-
ing and after some great move-
ment and passing among the 
forwards they scored an early 
goal via Tayla Stahl. A set 
shot from Stahl minutes later 
gave the Breakers some more 
momentum. 

Picking up where they left 
off the second quarter was 
dominated by the Breakers 
with good teamwork by half 
backs Cloe Booth and Katie 
Cornish keeping the ball in 

the Breakers forward half.
Great composure from 

Gaby Hynes and Tess Anga-
rane provided good forward 
entries and a clever tap from 
Stahl to Immy Bradford and 
over to Ella Cargill on the goal 
line gave the Breakers their 
first for the quarter.

Another string of posses-
sions led to an Immy Brad-
ford goal with Stahl extending 
the home side’s lead just be-
fore the main break. 

The Breakers continued 
to work hard in the third 
with great forward pressure 

allowing them plenty of scor-
ing opportunities. Ella Cargill 
and Immy Bradford’s contest-
ed marking was a real high-
light while Annie Dempsey 
again provided a great option 
on the wing with the Break-
ers utilising the whole ground 
well with a number of link up 
plays.

Lily Jack showed off her 
speed with a crumbing goal 
giving the Breakers some 
spark early in the last. 

Ellen Williams was strong 
in the ruck and around the 
ground with Kelly Pethick 

also having a marking pres-
ence through the middle and 
Immy Bradford topped off a 
great performance with a sec-
ond goal. 

Final score: Breakers 8.8-
56 def Mt Eliza 0.3-3

Best: Ellen Williams, Immy 
Bradford, Tess Angarane, An-
nie Dempsey, Gaby Hynes

Goals: Tayla Stahl 4, Immy 
Bradford 2, Lily Jack, Ella 
Cargill 

This week the Breakers 
travel to Tyabb for a Friday 
night clash 7pm at Bunguyan 
Reserve. 

Breakers defeat Mt Eliza with team-focused win at Dalyston

Dalyston’s Jesse Orchard-Moore stalks his Nar Nar Goon opponent. Photo: Michelle 
Chisholm.
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PHILLIP Island has emerged 
victorious in a season-defining 
contest against premiership con-
tenders Tooradin-Dalmore at 
Cowes on Saturday, defeating the 
second-placed Seagulls in con-
vincing style by 66 points.

The Bulldogs increased their 
advantage at every change, af-
ter an expected close opening 
term, with winners on every line, 
a competitive on-ball unit and 
plenty of firepower up forward 
including from the coach himself 
Cam Pedersen with five, the vet-
eran Brendan Kimber with four 

and two in a row by Billy Taylor 
in the third quarter.

Not only did they overcome a 
star-studded Tooradin line-up, 
which nonetheless showed glimps-
es of their trademark ability to 
score quickly out of the centre, the 
Bulldogs also overcame a couple of 
unwanted obstacles as well.

Keeping the bumper school-
holiday crowd entertained 
throughout, and players on their 
toes, were a pair of Cape Bar-
ron Geese, camped out on the 
half-forward flank, on the netball 
courts side of the ground.

For the most part, they went 
about their business, as grazing 
birds do, chewing on a lush patch 
of green grass, 10 to 20 metres 
inside the boundary. They looked 
a little bemused but disinterested 
as the players came close, only 
once or twice bothering to flutter 
out of the way.

It goes with the territory, ac-
cording to Phillip Island Football 
Netball Club President, Chris 
Ross.

“Yeah, there’s nothing we can 
do about it,” said Chris Ross af-
ter the game.

“You’ll get a pair or two out 
there and make a home of it.

“It’s just one of those things, 
they’re always there.

“They’ll only get out of the way 
if they absolutely have to and they 
can move quickly when they do,” 
he said.

“The players are well aware of 
it, and aren’t greatly concerned 
about having them there.”

The other issue players had 
to deal with on the day was the 
muddy state of sections of the 
Cowes oval, despite the comple-
tion of a $300,000 drainage 

 upgrade and resurfacing project 
last year.

“It’s not ideal but understand-
able given the amount of traffic on 
the oval every day,” said Mr Ross, 
noting that Phillip Island had 15 
football teams using the ground, 
not counting the 150 kids turning 
out on Friday nights for the popu-
lar Auskick program.

“We know the drainage is work-
ing well because we put down a 
test hole out in the middle and 
found the ground, 50mm down, 
was quite dry.

Continued page 65

Hayden Bruce steps through the traffic, including two pesky Cape Barren Greese camped out on the half forward flank, 
as he heads for goal during the match against Tooradin-Dalmore at Cowes on Saturday.

Hayden Bruce steps through the traffic, including two pesky Cape Barren Greese camped out on the half forward flank, 

Bulldogs send Seagulls (and Geese) flying
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