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KICKS IN

FINALS fever hit South
Gippsland with gusto at the
weekend, with sporting con-
tests on for young and old
right across the region, and
beyond.

At Yinnar, Foster overcame
their archrivals and perenni-
al flag favourites Fish Creek
in a contest for the ages and
the Meeniyan-Dumbalk net-
ballers continued their dom-
inance of the competition in
back-to-back wins.

The Ellinbank  grand

finals attracted a massive
crowd at Trafalgar and in
North Gippsland, Woodside
repeated the dose by going
back-to-back.

This weekend, it goes up
a notch with the Leongatha
Parrots taking on the might
of the Latrobe Valley in a
repeat of last year’s grand
final match-up against Tr-
aralgon at Morwell, with
eight local teams, Leon-
gatha and Wonthaggi, fea-
turing in seven of the day’s

10 grand finals.

While at Garfield on Sat-
urday, the Korumburra-
Bena A Graders get a shot
at immortality on the big
West Gippsland league
stage, not forgetting the all-
Bass Coast matchup in the
Under 18 football. Phillip
Island’s 17 and Under net-
ballers take on Cora Lynn,
while on the field, the Ea-
gles fourths will see to the
Dusties.

And it doesn’t stop there,

Leongatha

prepare for the big dance

Grand final preview in sport.

with nine Gippsland Soccer
League premierships to be
decided at Wonthaggi this
SHNGEVA

It’s a celebration of coun-
try sport and local commu-
nities at its very best, and
we’re all invited to witness
history being made. Pic-
tured: Lauryn Eyre-Walk-
er, Pallas Lamers, Lillyca
White and Shari Harris cel-
ebrate back-to-back MDU
A Grade premierships!
C15 3725

*Up to 10 years or 300,000km (whichever occurs first), when servicing at authorised Nissan dealers. Full terms at Nissan.com.au/warranty.

LEARN MORE

Can't do this,
can't do that

BASS Coast Shire Councillors, and
they're not on their own here, are al-
ready highly restricted in what they can
do and say.

Now there’s a new set of rules coming
their way as the shire’s administration
proposes changes, after a review of the
council’s governance policies, to be ta-
bled at this Wednesday’s council meet-
ing.

Some of the issues to be covered by
the changes include:

* That overseas travel cannot be booked
without a resolution of Council

* That confidential Council information
can only be saved onto the Council
provided devices and not on any per-
sonal devices

* That a Council resolution is required
for any discretionary Professional
Development opportunity valued at
$5000 or greater
* That no Councillor will be eligible to
undertake the AICD (Australian Insti-
tute of Company Directors) course in
the final year of the Council term

* There’s also clarification around the
lodgement of Councillor requests,
how they will be handled and who will
respond, but not when

e There’s also clarification on the ap-
proval process for payment or reim-
bursement of attendance at confer-
ences, events and functions.

However, while council watcher, Gra-
ham Jolly supports some of these
changes, including the need for coun-
cillors to be well-informed about local
government processes and responsibili-
ties, he’s just as concerned about what
the council is leaving in its Governance
Polices as what it is proposing to alter.

“You've already got the situation where
individual councillors don’t feel they
can talk to people about what the coun-
cil is doing, because there’s a rule about
refraining from making public com-
ment that might be seen as comment on
behalf of the council,” said Mr Jolly.

“We’ve got some questions, for exam-
ple, about what’s being proposed for the
Cowes Streetscape, but we can’t get any-
one to talk about it.

“The same thing happened with Ber-
ninneit,” he said.

Continued page 3

177 McDonalds Track, Lang Lang

Warm, stylish
comfort in
prime location
3 bed, 2 bath,
double garage.

$590,000

¥ 1505 Bass Highway, Grantville

5678 8433

www.alexscott.com.au

JA23281-V6

1 Roughead St, Leongatha
Ph 5662 2327 LMCT 1500

AH Darryl McGannon 0409 151 463
AH Daniel Macafee 0431 184 594
www.edneysleongatha.com.au
sales@edney.com.au

JA23350-V3
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Why a ‘lucky’ crash victim
attracted medla interest

A 19-YEAR-OLD Fish Creek
man, who rolled his ute multiple
times on Savages Road, Fish
Creek in May this year, on his
way home from helping a mate
pull a tractor out of the mud,
was told by Judicial Registrar,
Anthony Gwynne, at the Korum-
burra Magistrates’ Court last
week that he’s lucky to be alive.

Tyson Delbridge was facing
three charges arising from the
incident: one of careless driving,
one of driving over the legal limit
(0.062), and another of driving
an unregistered vehicle.

According to a summary read
for the court by police prosecu-
tor Leading Senior Constable
Tim Cavanagh, Delbridge was
ejected from the vehicle on im-
pact before it was completely
consumed by fire.

“At approximately 12.30am on
May 28, 2025, the accused was
driving his vehicle, a white 1999
Ford utility, east on Savages
Road, Fish Creek. The accused
lost control of his vehicle, result-
ing in the vehicle rolling over
multiple times, causing the ac-
cused to be totally ejected from
the vehicle.”

LSC Cavanagh said the man
Delbridge had been assisting
with his tractor, Jake Bland,
drove past the scene and found
the driver slumped next to his
car.

“At this time, the accused ve-
hicle was on fire. By the time
the CFA members arrived, the
vehicle was fully engulfed and
destroyed,” said LSC Cavanagh.

“The accused was transported
by Ambulance Victoria to the
Traralgon hospital, where a

Several medla outlets and representatlves of local wildlife
groups turned out at the Korumburra Courthouse last Wednesday
to question a Fish Creek man, Tyson Delbridge, about his alleged
involvement in the deaths of wombats at Venus Bay in February
this year.

sample of his blood was taken at
3.25am.”

The sample later revealed a
blood/alcohol concentration
of 0.062, where it should have
been zero.

During an interview at the
Foster Police Station on August
5, Delbridge admitted drinking
but said he couldn’t recall much
about the crash.

‘Just young and dumb, I
guess,” was his explanation at
the time.

Speaking to the Judicial Reg-
istrar in court last Wednesday,
Delbridge said he hadn’t planned
to drive that night but was
simply helping a mate. He said

he shouldn't have been driv-
ing and was sorry for what he’'d
done.

Mr Gwynne asked Delbridge if
he realised how lucky he was to
be alive.

“You're incredibly lucky to be
here today,” he said.

“You were lucky you were
thrown from the vehicle, before
it was engulfed by fire, as a re-
sult of that, you're lucky not to
have sustained any serious inju-
ries.

“And you're lucky you had a
friend who came past at the
time.”

Delbridge replied:
know. Very lucky.”

“Yeah, I

Prior to fixing a penalty, Mr
Gwynne asked about his finan-
cial situation and whether or not
he had a job.

Delbridge said he was an ap-
prentice ‘sparky’ and would rent
a house closer to his work as a
result of losing his licence.

He fined the teenager $1000
and cancelled his licence for six
months.

“Take your luck with you,
you're free to go,” said Mr Gwyn-
ne.

The judicial registrar also re-
marked that there appeared to
be some media interest in the
case as a result of three media
outlets applying for the charge
sheet, summary and photos of
the incident.

Citing the principles of open
justice, LSC Cavanagh offered
no objection to the release of the
material.

It soon became clear outside
the court afterwards why there
was additional media interest
in the case with reporters and
animal activists questioning
Delbridge over the deaths of up
to nine wombats in Venus Bay
in February this year.

Delbridge is set to appear in
the same court on Thursday,
October 2, facing charges relat-
ing to the wombat incident.

Asked by the Sentinel-Times
if he intended to plead guilty to
the charges, Tyson Delbridge
made no comment, but a fam-
ily member responded later
saying: “None of this crap is
proven.”

The charges are being brought
by Department of Energy, Envi-
ronment and Climate Action.

Councillors can't do this, can't do that

From page 1

“And they tell us they have
to go through an approvals
process just to meet with us,”
he said, citing an email he re-
ceived from Cr Meg Edwards,
as follows:

“As one of your elected repre-
sentatives on Bass Coast Coun-
cil I welcome listening, reading
and understanding your views
and concerns on council issues
and look forward to assisting
you where possible. While I per-
sonally welcome the opportunity
to meet with you and your group
in person, Bass Coast Council
has a policy that requires any

Clinging to

mortgage stress?

invitation to a Councillor, be put
via Councillor Support who can
be contacted via the following
email address.”

“I'm also concerned with the
rule that the administration
only has to distribute meeting
papers five days before a coun-
cil briefing,” said Mr Jolly.

“The councillors aren't full-
time employees, they're paid an
allowance and can’'t be expect-
ed to drop everything at short
notice. I'm concerned that they
simply aren’'t reading all of
these documents.”

The changes to the gover-
nance rules also cover council’s

NEW LOTS

‘Gifts, Benefits and Hospitality
Policy’.

* All Councillors, Council staff
and members of committees are
accountable in declaring any of-
fers of gifts, benefits or hospital-
ity by completing and submitting
a gift declaration form to Gover-
nance within 14 days of the of-
fer and in accordance with this
policy. The gift declaration form
must be completed whether ac-
cepted or declined. The Gover-
nance department will main-
tain a gift register that will be
publicly available on Council’s
website as outlined in Coun-
cil’s Public Transparency Policy

(threshold $500).

* Any gift, benefit or hospi-
tality that may be perceived or
constitute a bribe must be de-
clined and immediately report-
ed to the Manager Governance
and Communications. A gift
declaration form must be com-
pleted and submitted to Gover-
nance for entering into the gift
register.

Mr Jolly said there needs to
be some clarification about
what councillors can talk
about, and to whom, and also
that they should be able to re-
spond to invitations to meet,
on their own behalf.

Centenanan Avis Tllley is
celebrating 100 years of life
in Korumburra today.

Avis Tilley turns
100 today

AVIS Tilley was born 100
years ago today on Septem-
ber 16 and is celebrating this
remarkable milestone with
friends and family in Korum-
burra today.

A life lived across an entire
century cannot go by without
its ups and downs, tragedies
and joys, and the still sprite-
ly Ms Tilley has endured her
fair share of both.

Born in Murrumbeena, Ms
Tilley lost her mother, who
died in childbirth, when she
was only four years old.

She went with her father to
live in Orbost, where she was
soon riding ponies, but get-
ting bucked off too.

In 1932, when Ms Tilley was
aged seven, the family moved
to Korumburra, where she
worked hard on the family
farm.

As an adult, Ms Til-
ley worked at all three pubs
in Korumburra.

She became a mother to two
daughters and later to a step-
daughter and stepsons and
grandmother to seven grand-
children, with one sadly pass-
ing away from cancer.

During the interven-
ing years, Ms Tilley moved
around, living in different
places, including Sydney and
Brisbane, before returning to
Korumburra in 2003.

She joined Legacy while liv-
ing in Wagga Wagga and has
always supported the local
RSL

In Korumburra, Ms Tilley
has been an active member
of the Garden Club and the
Korumburra Senior Citizens
for 20 years, enjoying the fun,
social, community aspect of
these clubs.

Happy Birthday Avis!

NOW SELLING

Lot Sizes from 409m? to 792m?
Pricing from $230,000 to $299,000
Build your dream home and
experience Bass Coast living.
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waste
solutions

Register your interest now!

1300 WONTHAGGI (966 842)
parklandswonthaggi.com.au

Fonklands

WONTHAGGI

Relax - I'll help in finding you a

loan that’s in your best interest.

| d”
QFinance ::\kofi'-
Broking

Lynda 0429 121 082

Disclaimer: Your full financial situation will need to be reviewed prior to
acceptance of any offer or product. LS Finance Broking Pty Ltd, Credit
Representative (495763) is authorised under Australian Credit Licence 389328.

Locally owned and operated
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pty
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Fodder production
in a tough season

AGRICULTURE Victoria is
hosting a workshop in Foster
to help producers make in-
formed decisions around this
season’s fodder production.

Agriculture Victoria Regional
Manager for Meat and Wool,
Brad Costin, is encouraging
producers to attend one of the
fodder field days across Victo-
ria to hear from well-known ex-
pert Frank Mickan, to help get
the most out of their pasture
hay or silage this spring.

Gippsland: Thursday, Sep-
tember 18, Foster Exchange Ho-
tel, 43 Main Street, Foster book
at trybooking.com/DFDMI.

Energy network upgrades
on Phillip Island

AUSNET has been working
to improve the energy network
and power reliability across
Phillip Island, Venus Bay and
surrounding areas.

On Wednesday, September
17, AusNet will be undertaking
planned works and network
upgrades in Cowes, Rhyll and
Ventnor. AusNet will need to
turn the power off from 8.30am
to approximately 4.30pm.

“In addition to our regular
inspection program, we have
also identified several addi-
tional jobs, such as part re-
placements, which will also be
completed on the day, to mini-
mise community disruption,”
AusNet general manager net-
work operations and delivery,
Ross Young said. “These works
will also help with bushfire
preparedness to protect the
community ahead of summer.”

Life  support customers
should be ready to activate
their emergency plan and can
call AusNet's priority line any-
time on 1800 818 832.

Spring holiday program
THE Bunurong Coast Edu-
cation are once again running
their popular Holiday Discov-
ery Program during the Sep-
tember school holidays.
From Sunday, September 21,

Wind PM: W 25-35km/h

8> 15°

until October 5, join in on Di-
nosaur Discovery at The Caves
to learn all about the dinosaurs
that once roamed the Bass
Coast and join the hunt for di-
nosaur fossils.

Take part in the Rockpool
Ramble to learn about marine
life, exploring the rock pools
of the Bunurong Coast at low
tide. With several locations
and so much to learn, join the
Bunurong Coast Education
team this Spring holiday.

All  attendees, including
adults and infants, require a
ticket. Tickets for children un-
der five are free. Full details,
FAQs and tickets are available
at Humanitix.

From Clicks to
Connections

THE wupcoming Gippsland
Tourism Forum will focus on
helping tourism businesses grow
in a digital world by providing
practical tools and education.

This year’s theme, “From
Clicks to Connections: Em-
powering Gippsland Tourism
Through Technology,” explores
how digital innovation can trans-
form online engagement into
meaningful visitor relationships
while strengthening the visitor
experience, boosting business
efficiency, and driving long-term
growth across the region.

The forum will take place on
Tuesday, October 21, at The
Stables in Sale from 11.30am
— 3.30pm, bringing together
tourism professionals, business
owners, and industry stakehold-
ers from across Gippsland.

Register at eventbrite.com.au/e/
gippsland-tourism-industry-fo-
rum-21-october-tickets-1627018
228319%aff=oddtdtcreator

A discounted ticket rate is
available for businesses listed
on the Australian Tourism Data
Warehouse (ATDW).

Island rabbits ‘out of
control’, says Cr Bauer

YOU get some interesting
subjects covered at Bass Coast
Shire Council meetings and
among the items on the agenda
this Wednesday, September 17

Wind PM: NW 20-30km/h

6> 19°
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is the “rabbit plague on Phillip
Island”.

Island Councillor = Ronnie
Bauer has given notice that he
intends to move a motion at the
meeting calling on officers to
“provide a report for the eradi-
cation of the rabbit plague on
Phillip Island”.

As background, he says the
rabbit population on the Island
is “out of control” and the shire
won't have to look far past its
cultural Taj Mahal of Bernin-
neit to see one active colony in
action.

“The destruction of the flora
due to the rabbit population is
causing 1000s and 1000s of dol-
lars’ worth of damage, especially
toresident’s gardens,” according
to Cr Bauer.

Not council’s job? You may
ask.

Council officers already work
in collaboration with Phillip Is-
land Nature Parks and Bass
Coast Landcare Network to de-
velop innovative approaches for
rabbit control on Phillip Island,
while minimising risk to native
wildlife.

$1.2 million contract
for Kilcunda Bass
netball pavilion

THE Kilcunda Bass Netball
Club looks set to have a new net-
ball pavilion by the end of 2027,
with Bass Coast Shire Council
about to award the construction
contract to Allchin Commercial
Builders of Warragul.

With support from the Federal
Government's Play Our Way pro-
gram, the single-storey pavilion
will feature a limestone exterior
with two change rooms and as-
sociated amenities, umpire duty
and change room and ameni-
ties, first aid room, kitchenette,
office, accessible toilet and a
storeroom.

The project will be included in
Council’'s 2025/26 and 2026/27
Capital Works Program.

The total value of the contract
is $1.2 million however internal
project management costs and
provision for contingencies lift-
ed the total contract sum to $1.4
million.

&4 BLUE RIBBON DAY
‘SEPTEMBER 29

FIND OUT MORE:

remember.org.au
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Awards for
West Gippy stars

WEST Gippsland Football
Netball Competition celebrated
its top achieving athletes as the
2025 season draws to a close.

Top honours went to Phillip
Island’s Hayden Bruce and Ko-
rumburra-Bena’s Gemma Dix-
on, who were the Senior and A
Grade best and fairest winners.

Bruce soared above the rest,
eight points ahead of second-
placed Ryan Bromley from Nar
Nar Goon.

Dixon was two points ahead
of Renee Pilkington from Inver-
loch-Kongwak.

Nar Nar Goon’s Trent Armour
and Cora Lynn's Jaxon Briggs
were also named captain and
vice captain respectively of the
Senior Team of the Year.

The best and fairest winners
were as follows:

Seniors:  Winner  Hayden
Bruce; runner-up Ryan Bromley.

Reserves: Winner Finlay Cous-
ins (Phillip Island); runner-up
Zac Smith (Nar Nar Goon).

Thirds: Winner Oliver Ratten
(Nar Nar Goon); runner-up Ben
Chihotski (Phillip Island).

Fourths: Winner Blake Eden
(Kilcunda-Bass); runner-up Alex
Ingam (Warragul Industrials).

A Grade: Winner Gemma Dix-
on; runner-up Renee Pilkington.

B Grade: Winner Melissa Fi-
larski (Koo Wee Rup); runner-up
Hayley Verboon (Dalyston).

C Grade: Winner Moesha Grif-
fin (Cora Lynn); runner-up Skye
Lennon (Warragul Industrials).

D Grade: Winner Jaydee Mill-
er (Koo Wee Rup); runner-up
Kyra Roberts (Garfield).

Ul7: Winner Aisha Hibbert
(Phillip Island); runner-up Miley
Schade (Cora Lynn).

U15: Winner Annabel O'Hara
(Koo Wee Rup); runner-up Isabel
McCarthy (Cora Lynn).

U13: Winner Holly Dyker
(Garfield); runner-up Isabella
Hand (Cora Lynn).

Ul1l: Winner Deborah Abela
(Cora Lynn); runner-up Ayla
Langley (Tooradin-Dalmore).

Check out next weelk’s
edition with all the
B&F’s announced




Coastguard can’t even
get their boat started

NATIONALS Member for
Gippsland  South, Danny
O’Brien, revealed a personal in-
terest in getting the Port Welsh-
pool Volunteer Coastguard a
new ocean-going rescue boat.

It was one of his first jobs as
anew MP 11 years ago, to help
the coastguard get their present
vessel, a second-hand Noosa
Cat, already 14 years old, from
the water police at Paynesville.

“So, it came as a bit of a shock
to hear that they were in need of
a new one, and it reminded me
how long I have been around,”
Mr O'Brien told State Parlia-
ment last week.

Speaking during the Adjourn-
ment Debate on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 10, Mr O’Brien again
raised the issue of Port Welsh-
pool’s failing rescue boat and
whether or not the Minister for
Emergency Services and Minis-
ter for Natural Disaster Recov-
ery, Vicki Ward, could find $2
million for a new one or even
identify where a suitable used

ship might be found.
Commander of the Port
Welshpool Volunteer Coast-

guard, Robin Street, is most
appreciative of Mr O’Brien’s
ongoing support, and will also
be welcoming Labor’s Member
for Eastern Victoria, Tom Mc-
Intosh, to Port Welshpool this
week for a visit.

“Danny has been fantastic,”
said Commander Street.

“Yes, he helped get us this
25-year-old boat quite a few
years ago, but it’s in for repairs
at Paynesville again now, as we
speak.

“There’s something wrong
with the electrics, which means
we can't get it started some-
times, but it's just too old now,
working under the conditions
we work in, down around the
Prom and further out.

“Its out in Bass Strait after
all,” he said.

The Port Welshpool Coast-
guard responds to upwards of
40 emergency calls a year, many
of them life and death circum-
stances for boats and ships us-
ing the local waterways.
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Port Welshpool Coast Guard members, including Commander Robin Street and Deputy
Commander Mike Bland, met with Danny O’Brien, the Shadow Minister for Emergency
Services recently to present a detailed business case for a replacement vessel for its aging
CG20 ‘Noosa Cat’, which has been in service for 25 years.

Port Welshpool Coastguard’s 25-year-old Noosa Cat a
castoff from the water police at Paynesville has passed its
used-by date, and is presently in for major repairs and off
the water. It leaves a long section of the treacherous South
Gippsland coast without a rescue response nearby.

“It's such a long way for any-
one else to respond,” said Com-
mander Street.

What they are ideally look-
ing for is a boat similar to the
12-metre boat just in the pro-
cess of being delivered to the
Queenscliff Coastguard, a Res-
cue203 boat designed by Chris
Tucker Marine Design Pty Ltd,
and built locally, at Inverloch by
Alumarine, to Vic Emergency
and Queenscliff specifications.

“Were looking at $2.1 mil-
lion to $2.2 million for some-
thing like that, but we’re getting

pretty desperate now,” said
Commander Street.

The group, which boasts
25 active volunteer members,
made a submission to the
Emergency Services Minister
earlier this year and will be
reinforcing the points of their
submission when they meet Mr
McIntosh next week.

“Hopefully when he sees the
situation first-hand, welll be
able to convince him of the situ-
ation here.”

Here in part is what Danny
O’Brien had to say:

“The action I seek is for the
minister to provide funding
for the replacement of the Port
Welshpool coastguard vessel.

“I have previously written to
the minister and have more re-
cently provided a business case
for the replacement of the ves-
sel to the minister, but I want to
impress upon her the need for
this.

“I met with the coastguard
last week. The Port Welshpool
coastguard provides coast
guard services within Corner
Inlet and down to the tip of Wil-
sons Prom.

“There is not a replacement or
an alternative option between,
basically, Port Welshpool and
the water police at Paynesville.

“There is the Port Albert
coastguard, but it does not have
a boat that can do the same
work that the Port Welshpool
guys can. They are a fantastic
crew of volunteers who under-
take quite a number of rescues
and other options every year.

“Unfortunately, their current
vessel is now 25 years old and
last year was out of action for
about 60 per cent of the time
due to maintenance issues.”

See more on the Sentinel-
Times’ website at sgst.com.au.

National Police Remembrance Day in

Korumburra

NATIONAL Police Remem-
brance Day is a solemn occa-
sion dedicated to remember-
ing and honouring the courage,
commitment and dedication of
police officers who have made
the ultimate sacrifice while
serving their communities.

The day serves as a reminder
of the risks that police officers
face and the dedication they
show in protecting the public.

A service will be held at the
Korumburra St Paul’s Anglican
Church on Monday, September
29 at 10.30am.

The service provides an op-
portunity for the community to
pay their respects and reflect
on the sacrifice made by these
individuals.

LEFT: Senior Sergeant
Brad Steer, Senior Constable
Rob Burn, Reverend David
Atkinson and Sergeant Mick
O’Brien at St Paul’s Anglican
Church in Korumburra, where
a service will be held on
National Police Remembrance
Day. AO6_3725
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Mushroom
murders no joke,
they say

SOCIAL media, no stranger to
tasteless remarks, has nonetheless
reacted to comments on the popu-
lar Channel 7 football commentary
show, The Front Bar, during the
week, drawing a connection between
the penalty handed down to “the
mushroom lady” and some high-
profile footballers.

Among the comments were:

“Sick sense of humour.”

“People died, not funny. No re-
spect.”

But also, critical of the Sentinel-
Times for highlighting the remarks.

“If you were that appalled by the
comments, you wouldn’'t re-publish
them.”

Also, on Google Maps, an appar-
ently approved administrator of that
site posted the location of two restau-
rants in Gibson Street, Leongatha —
one called ‘Erin’s Mushroom Restau-
rant’ and ‘Erin’s Mushroom Diner’.

Here’s what comedian Mick Mal-
loy and his offsiders Sam Pang and
Andy Maher had to say:

“The biggest story of the week has
to be some of the penalties handed
down. I think some of these are the
biggest ever, yeah, I mean 33 years
to the mushroom lady, I mean wow,
that is... were you expecting that?”
asked Malloy.

“Well, it's a big suspension. I think
she was a bit hard done by. You
know why Andy? Go on, Sam. Ev-
erything looks worse in slow motion,
but in the heat of the action, she had
a split-second decision to make. But
anyway...” said Pang.

“Do you think she’ll appeal it?”
asked Malloy.

“Well, I don’t think she’ll appeal it
because she risks getting another
week,” said Pang.

“She can’'t appeal it because she
went straight to the MRO, the Mush-
room Review Office,” said Malloy.

Daughter of Ian Wilkinson, the only
lunch guest to survive the poisonous
meal of Beef Wellington, laced with
death cap mushrooms, served up by
Erin Patterson, referred to the damag-
ing media coverage of the tragic inci-
dent in her Victim Impact Statement.

“The intense media coverage has
left me second-guessing every word
I say, worried about who I can trust
with my thoughts and feelings. It is
particularly revolting to experience
our family’s tragedy being turned
into entertainment for the masses
and to know that people are using
our family’s trauma for their own
personal gain.”

Someone at Google is listening,
though. After highlighting the is-
sue on the Sentinel-Times’ website
last week under the heading “How
even Google is mocking Leongatha’s
mushroom murders”, the bogus res-
taurant posts have been deleted.

Road closures, as work underway
on the Cowes Foreshore Precinct

EXPECT traffic snarls and
changes to pedestrian traffic
along Thompson Avenue and
The Esplanade in Cowes as
work gets underway on the
Cowes Foreshore Precinct.

Local residents have been
warned Thompson Avenue
North and The Esplanade be-
tween Bass Avenue and War-
ley Avenue will be closed to
traffic from September 29.

Pedestrian access will be
maintained via the foreshore
path until the work is com-
pleted.

According to Bass Coast
Shire, the upgrades are a vi-
tal step in bringing the Cowes
community’s long-term vision
to life, creating safer, greener
and more connected spaces
that locals can be proud of
and visitors will love to ex-
plore.

The total project will be
done in seven stages and is
expected to be completed in
13 months, subject to weath-
er and unforeseen construc-
tion delays.

Stage 1 of the project is ex-
pected to be completed by
December 2025. The first

Project updates for the Cowes Foreshore Precmct Project

will be available on Engage
commences.

stage will focus on upgrad-
ing essential services and
creating the foundations for
a safer and more welcoming
precinct, including renew-
ing water and sewer mains,
upgrading stormwater drain-
age, and reconstructing the
road and pavement to bet-
ter support outdoor dining

Bass Coast once the project

spaces and a more pedestri-
an-friendly environment.

The works upgrade will also
deliver new kerb and channel-
ling, upgraded public lighting,
and fresh landscaping.

A permanent change to one-
way eastbound traffic along
The Esplanade will also be
introduced to improve safety

and create more space for
people to walk and cycle.

“As construction gets un-
derway, Council will con-
tinue to support businesses
through the ‘Trading through
Transformation’ campaign,
which will promote Cowes as
a welcoming destination dur-
ing the works, encouraging
the community and visitors
to shop local, dine out, and
continue to enjoy everything
the township has to offer.”

The community has been
told to expect civil and
landscaping works, includ-
ing the construction of new
footpaths, landscaping, and
road realignments, the use
of heavy machinery resulting
in some noise, vibration and
dust, temporary traffic man-
agement measures that may
cause occasional delays, and
limited access to some roads
and footpaths.

More information on the
Cowes Foreshore Precinct
Project can be found at

basscoast.vic.gov.au/about-
council/news-listing/notice-
of-upcoming-works-cowes-
foreshore-precinct.

Two platypuses killed in |Ilegal traps in Gipps

FISHERIES Officers are ap-
pealing to the public for infor-
mation about any illegal use of
fishing nets in local waterways
after two platypuses were found
dead in illegal fishing traps in
Gippsland.

The deaths have reignited calls
for stronger awareness and en-
forcement, as these unique crea-
tures face mounting pressures in
their fragile habitats.

In the first incident, a platypus
was discovered drowned in an
enclosed crab pot set in the Tarra
River near Yarram. Shortly after,
a fish researcher found remains
of a platypus in an old opera
house yabby trap that had been
left in Hazel Creek near Nilma.
Both traps were found by mem-
bers of the public.

Director of the Australian Platy-
pus Conservancy, Geoff Williams,
said that these deaths were high-
ly disturbing as use of enclosed
yabbying and fishing nets, includ-
ing opera house traps, has been
totally banned in Victoria since
mid-2019.

“It is of great concern that some
people still seem to have not got
the message,” noted Geoff.

“All platypus populations in
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A ‘platypus-friendly’ open—top yabbylng net, which allows

platypus to escape.

Gippsland are officially consid-
ered Vulnerable. Any deaths in
traps can potentially threaten the
survival of the species in some
waterways.”

Based on anecdotal reports col-
lected by the Conservancy, West
Gippsland appears to be one of
the worst “hot-spots” for illegal
trap usage and platypus deaths.

Significant fines can be im-
posed for illegal use or pos-
session of traps, and a prison

sentence may apply for killing
native wildlife. The incidents are
currently under investigation by
Victorian Fisheries Authority of-
ficers with officers increasing
targeted patrols along Gippsland
streams following the discovery in
the Tarra River and Hazel Creek.

“Most fishers do the right thing
when fishing for yabbies, by us-
ing drop nets that prevent platy-
pus being trapped. Opera house
nets are illegal in all Victorian

and

public waters,” Victorian Fisher-
ies Authority CEO Travis Dowl-
ing told the Sentinel-Times.

“We encourage people who see
or suspect illegal fishing to call
13FISH (133474) to speak di-
rectly to a Fisheries Officer.”

It's understood the deceased
platypus from the Tarra River
was delivered to Healesville Sanc-
tuary for research purposes. All
persons undertaking fishing or
yabbying are reminded to check
Victorian recreational fishing
regulations to ensure that the
equipment they are using is legal
in Victoria in order to avoid both
heavy penalties and the risk of
potentially killing platypus and
other aquatic wildlife.

Apart from the traditional tech-
nique of capturing yabbies by
dangling a chunk of meat (tied
to a length of string) in the wa-
ter, various types of lift nets and
open-top pyramid traps are per-
mitted.

In addition, anglers must en-
sure that they follow all rules and
never leave lines unattended —
something that recently resulted
in the death of a platypus hooked
on an abandoned/unattended
setline in Middle Creek.

Knockdown clearance pricing

Ride away with a bargain...
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Four gold, five silver and three
bronze for Paul the Pieman

WITH a stunning win of four
golds, five silver and three
bronze, Paul the Pieman in In-
verloch took home an oven full
of awards from the Great Aus-
sie Pie Competition.

They won gold for their bris-
ket and Jack Daniels pie, Ko-
rean pork pie, meat pastie and
their beef, jalapeno and cheese
sausage roll.

They got silver for their plain
mince pie, chunky beef pie,
beef, caramelised onion and
cheese pie, scallop and fennel
pie and pepper pie.

The bronze awards went to
their sausage roll, surf and
turf pie and Tuscan chicken
pie.

“To come back with four gold
medals is pretty good,” said
pastry chef, Mitchell Woods.

“Last year, we only got one
gold medal in this competi-
tion. The one in July, which is
run by the Baking Association,
we didn’t get a gold medal; we
just got all silvers. So, every-
one’s pretty proud to achieve
that.”

Mitchell said the team are
especially happy to have won
an award for their meat pastie,
which requires more prepara-
tion than the pies.

“We’ve never done a good
competition pastie. It takes a
little bit more time.”

It's also a good test to see
if they are hitting the bench-
mark or punching above their
weight with their pies, pasties
and sausage rolls, commented
Mitchell.

| Mitchell Wood, Pastry Chef from Paul the Pieman in
Inverloch, won twelve awards, including four gold at the
Great Aussie Pie Competition. ob05_3725

“The reason we go into it
is we want to make sure our
quality is at a high level. So,
for us, if we win all these
awards, we know that what
we're doing is correct and of a
high standard.

“One hundred per cent to
win awards is always nice.”

With the national competi-
tion being held in Sydney, the
team individually bake, freeze
and box up four of each of
their 12 entries and freight
them overnight to the judges.

Once there, each product
is judged when it's both cold
and hot on a points system,
where a gold medal is given
for those with a score of more
than fifty points.

Pies are judged on how
well the pastries have been
cooked, pastry thickness and
puffiness, how well its baked
and how full the pie is.

The pie is then heated up
and tasted, judges also take
in the aroma and consider
how inventive the recipe is.

“I think it's good for our
industry to show that pies
aren’'t what they were say 20
years ago, there’s a lot more
to it now. It's easy to make a
pie, but it's not always easy to
make a good pie, and that’s
probably what we've found, is
that once you get the recipe to
make a good pie, we can try
a lot of other different types,”
said Mitchell.

What the customer wants
also drives the team to keep
creating new and exciting
recipes such as their brisket,
mac and cheese pie, scallop
and fennel pie, prawn and
garlic sauce pie and the reef
and beef pie.

“We've gotten a little bit more
seafood, because, especially
when it comes to summer-
time, that's why a lot of people
come to Inverloch. So, we've
been able to incorporate that.”

Now that the competitions
are over, Mitchell and the
team will start thinking about
the range of pies they’ll do for
the next competition in six
months’ time.

“It's stressful, but it's also
fun. It's fun to do something
a little bit different as well,”
said Mitchell, who empha-
sised the competition pies are
the same as those they sell in
store.

“We try to keep everything
the exact same as what we put
in the shop as well. We don’t
change any ingredients or do
a better product or anything
like that. It's the exact same.”

Consultation opens
for Cowes—Ventnor
shared path

PLANS are underway for a new shared
path that will provide a continuous off-
road link between Cowes and Ventnor.

The Ventnor Road Shared Path will in-
clude the design and construction of two
kilometres of new concrete pathway, link-
ing the existing shared path. This will de-
liver a 4.5-kilometre connection between
the townships, making walking, cycling
and other forms of active transport safer
and more enjoyable for the community,
according to Bass Coast Shire Council.

The new link will tie directly into the Phil-
lip Island Road Shared Path, which, in the
long term, will go all the way to Inverloch.

Bass Coast Mayor, Cr Rochelle Hal-
stead, said the project responds directly
to the strong community demand for saf-
er active transport options and was an ac-
tion from the Tracks and Trails Strategy
Delivery Plan 2025-29.

“This project is all about closing the
missing gaps and giving people a safe and
accessible path all the way from Cowes
to Ventnor. It will make a big difference
for locals and visitors who want to walk
or ride between townships without rely-
ing on their cars. By creating these con-
nections, we're building a healthier, more
sustainable and more connected commu-
nity,” Cr Halstead said.

The shared path will be a two- to
2.5-metre-wide concrete trail constructed
within service roads and the road reserve
along Ventnor Road.

The project is jointly funded by the Aus-
tralian Government's Active Transport
Fund and Bass Coast Shire Council, each
contributing $980,000.

The shared pathway replaces the coast-
al route pathway proposal between Cow-
es and Vennor that saw a motion of no-
tice placed at the February 2025 council
meeting to no longer pursue that option
due to the vulnerable coastline.

Community consultation is now open
through the Engage Bass Coast website.
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AWARD WINNING PIES
MADE LOCALLY IN INVERLOCH

2025 36th Great Aussie Pie Comp results are in.
We’ve done it again! Come try our award winning pies.

=% GOLD MEDAL
Brisket and JD
Korean Pork
Meat Pastie
Beef, jalapeno and
cheese sausage roll

SILVER MEDAL

Plain mince
Chunky beef
Beef, caramelised
onion and cheese
Scallop and fennel
Pepper

BRONZE MEDAL

Sausage roll
Surf and turf
Tuscan chicken

PAUL THE PIEMAN INVERLOCH

HM13002

Bakery/Cafe open: 7 days from 7.30am | 5 A’Beckett Street, Inverloch Ph. 5674 1722 Paul The Pieman
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Sandra Mvura (Radiographer/Sonographer) and Christopher
Hodges (Clinical Support Manager for Fujifilm) with the
ultrasound machine at Bond Radiology in Leongatha. A100_3725

Early signs you shouldn't ignore

AS WE age, our bones natu-
rally lose mass and therefore be-
come more prone to certain osteal
(bone-related) conditions. One of
the most common problems expe-
rienced by older people is a condi-
tion called osteoporosis.

Osteoporosis is not a rare dis-
ease by any stretch. In fact, ap-
proximately 1.2 million Aus-
tralians have an osteoporosis
diagnosis, with a further 6.3 mil-
lion experiencing low bone den-
sity.

The disease aids the deteriora-
tion of bone tissue, causing a de-
crease in bone mass and a higher
risk of fracture and pain. It most
commonly affects over-50s but
has been known to be present in
younger populations too.

As with many diseases, early
diagnosis and treatment help you
to manage the disease more ef-
fectively, maximising quality of life
and minimising discomfort.

Unfortunately, osteoporosis is
known as a ‘silent disease’. Many
people don't experience early
symptoms or even realise they
have the condition until after their
first fracture. In some cases, the
fracture itself can cause the dis-
ease.

It is therefore imperative that
you remain proactive in under-
standing the subtle signs of os-
teoporosis and go for screening
regardless of whether you have
symptoms or not.

What are the signs?

The most obvious sign of osteo-
porosis is a fracture. This might
occur from simply knocking your-
self on a hard surface or tripping
over. It could be that you've even
had a fracture without realising
it, and experience discomfort and
pain without understanding the
root cause.

Another subtler sign of osteopo-
rosis is a change in posture or a
shortening in height. Therefore,
measuring yourself regularly and
assessing your posture in the mir-
ror is helpful. If a family member
mentions youre walking or stand-
ing differently, it's important that

you listen to them and take action.

A vitamin D deficiency is also a
sign that you might have osteopo-
rosis. If you have been told by a
health professional to take vita-
min D supplements, this should
act as a warning sign that you are
at higher risk of developing the
condition.

Of course, general pain and dis-
comfort, or problems getting up
from a seated position, are also
signs of osteoporosis.

Who needs screening?

Typically, older people are most
affected by osteoporosis, and so
if you are over the age of 65, you
should go for routine screening,
During this screening, your bone
density is measured, and a quali-
fied expert will tell you whether or
not there is cause for concern. If
you have experienced a fracture
and are over the age of 50, you
should also go for routine screen-
ing, as a fracture itself can cause
osteoporosis. Other risk factors
include being postmenopausal
and Caucasian, or if you are tak-
ing a medication that can increase
the risk of developing osteoporo-
sis (e.g. some cancer treatments).

The diagnosis and treatment

Bone-strengthening medica-
tions can be given to a person
living with osteoporosis. But envi-
ronmental changes can be helpful
too. For example, your home may
need adapting slightly to reduce
the risk of falling and fractur-
ing a bone. Your diet may also be
looked at to ensure you are getting
enough bone-nourishing micro-
nutrients.

The most crucial thing is that
you know you have osteoporosis.
A failure to diagnose osteoporosis
is more likely to result in more se-
rious injury, such as hip fracture,
requiring surgery.

Let Bond Radiology help you!
Book an X-ray/BMD scan today
and take proactive steps to pre-
vent fractures and maximise good
bone health.

Bond Radiology Leongatha | 37
Koonwarra Road, ph: 7065 0860.

Students and staff with Mary Aldred MP at the Country Universities Centre Bass Coast. From
left: Carolyn Simonds, Sarah Bourke, Mary Aldred MP and Alex Charlton, along with student
ambassadors Vic, Kasey and Aimee. W01 3725

Mary Aldred backs CUC Bass Coast
as growth sparks funding questions

THE Bass Coast Country Uni-
versities Centre is becoming a
cornerstone for regional higher
education, following its rapid
growth, which was on display
during a visit from Federal
Member for Monash, Mary Al-
dred, on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 10.

Since opening its doors in
2021, the centre in Wonthaggi
has supported more than 520
students across a wide range
of study areas. The Centre
provides academic mentoring,
technology, and a supportive
environment for regional stu-
dents who may otherwise find
higher education out of reach.

Centre Manager Sarah
Bourke told Ms Aldred that
the organisation has experi-
enced significant growth, well
beyond original expectations.
The Centre currently supports
208 students, a number that is
35 ahead of enrolments at the
same time last year. This also
includes 68 nursing students.

“Originally the forecast was
for around 90 students,” Ms
Bourke said. “Now we are more
than double that, and it keeps
increasing. The community
has embraced the Centre and
the partnerships we've built.”
This is especially the case with
organisations like Bass Coast
Health, as since 2021, more
than 37 of their staff have grad-
uated through CUC.

Board member Carolyn Si-
monds said while the growth
is a source of pride, it is also
creating pressure under the

current funding model.

“The forecasts were for 90
people. Now there are over 200.
The issue is that the funding
model does not adjust when
student numbers grow,” she
said.

“That is where there is an op-
portunity to rethink how these
centres are funded, so that stu-
dents can continue to benefit as
the demand grows.”

Students themselves shared
with Ms Aldred how the Centre
has supported them. Paramedi-
cine student Vic recalled first
finding the Centre when they
and a friend needed a place
to study after the library had
closed. Journalism student
Aimee and marine science stu-
dent Kasey also spoke about the
resources and sense of connec-
tion the Centre has provided.

Local PhD student Mary-Clare
described the Centre as a “cir-
cuit breaker,” offering not just
quiet study spaces but also a
community of like-minded peo-
ple who motivate one another.

That sense of connection was
echoed by Ms Aldred during
her visit. “Country Universities
Centre Bass Coast is a wonder-
ful example of a community-led
hub supporting people to un-
dertake higher education right
here in the region,” she said.

“In Gippsland, 40 per cent
of our communities are towns
with fewer than 1000 people.
That makes access to higher
education a real challenge,
which is exactly why having the
Centre here is so important. I

passionately believe that your
postcode should never deter-
mine your access to education.
CUC Bass Coast is breaking
down those barriers.”

While Ms Aldred commended
the achievements of the Cen-
tre, she also acknowledged the
challenges ahead. When asked
what support would make the
biggest difference, Ms Bourke
said the growing student num-
bers had highlighted the need
for additional breakout spaces.

“It would be really nice for
students to be able to book a
room and not be on top of one
another,” she said.

“The more things I am asked,
the more I see we just do not
have the resources.”

Ms Aldred said she would
take those concerns forward.

“What we might do is put
something together to put to
the Federal Government early,”
she said.

“It is good to see an uptick in
numbers, and I think we can
continue to see them go up. I
want to do everything I can in
my position to support the stu-
dents, the campus, and the re-
gion.”

For Ms Simonds and the
board, the focus remains on en-
suring the Centre is sustainable
long-term.

“The growth has been extraor-
dinary,” she said.

“Now the challenge is to make
sure the funding reflects that
reality, so the Centre can keep
meeting the needs of local stu-
dents for years to come.”

Low Dose CT,
Digital X-ray,
Comprehensive
Ultrasound

Dental X-ray,
Dexa or Bone
Densitometry,
Echocardiogram
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The rush is on 1000 new Marinus
Link jobs for South Gippsland

By Bruce Wardley

AN EXPECTED mid-year start-up
for the Marinus Link power and data
connector is expected to create an ex-
plosion of job opportunities for South
Gippsland and beyond. Up to a thou-
sand jobs will be created by Marinus
Link directly and indirectly.

Recently appointed Marinus Link
CEO Stephanie McGregor said the
undersea cable project is now fully
funded and expected to start by the
middle of next year.

“It's real, it's happening,” said Ms
McGregor.

Ms McGregor said there would be
great opportunities for Gippsland
businesses in the supply chain as well
as direct employment with Marinus
Link and its contractors.

The project will be mobilised gradu-
ally with an expected start in the sec-
ond half of 2026.

“A number of local suppliers will be
engaged as early as February,” said Ms
McGregor.

“Now is the time for potential sup-
pliers to start engaging. We're on the
journey to getting this project built.”

In addition to civil, construction,
marine and electrical engineers, Ma-
rinus Link expects hundreds of jobs
will be created in ancillary services
for cleaners, labourers, food services,
office jobs, finance, HR, legal services
and external relations.

“We hope this lays the foundation
for the skills in offshore wind energy,”
said Marinus Link communications
and engagement specialist Justin
White.

Accommodation for the large work-
force is also a priority for Marinus
Link.

“We're working closely with all our
leading contractors to determine peak
construction timeframes and oppor-
tunities for locally sourced supply and
contracting.

“We're looking for every type of ac-
commodation we can get,” said Mr
White.

“Rental homes, Airbnb’s, B&B's,
motels and hotels, we understand the
accommodation available in the area
and want to minimise disruptions to
our local communities.”

Discussions are also underway for
a Marinus Link local office in South
Gippsland.

Stephanie McGregor described Ma-
rinus Link as a turning point for re-
newables.

“The next phase is finalising con-
tracts. We're very familiar with the
area and our engagement and com-
munications team has been connect-
ing with local community groups for
several years now.

“I'm familiar with Sandy Point’s e-
bus,” said Ms McGregor.

“What a fantastic community
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Marinus Link CEO Stephanie McGregor and Communications and
Engagement Specialist Justin White at the 2025 Gippsland New

Energy Conference. BO2_ 3725

initiative and such a vital service for
its members.”

Ms McGregor said Marinus Link
was undertaking a fulsome engage-
ment process to determine what com-
munity benefit schemes might poten-
tally look like.

“The team is discussing community
benefits, aspirations and opportuni-
ties.

“Its about what communities are
after in terms of sustainable develop-
ment.”

Just five months into the top job at
Marinus Link, Stephanie McGregor
said her first priority was to finalise
contractual negotiations and make
sure the principal contractors had
firmed up their local supply chains
and social outcomes.

“We will then work on how the roll-
out will happen in practice.

“All the contractors need to be
aligned.”

Proud of her Gippsland heritage,
Ms McGregor said she grew up in
Lang Lang.

Ms McGregor’s experience in the
energy sector includes national-level
energy consulting, transmission proj-
ects for TransGrid and AusNet, and
Director for Offshore Transmission
for the United Kingdom’s energy reg-
ulator.

“I saw the UK. go on the journey
offshore and onshore,” said Ms Mc-
Gregor.

“It's a big journey and it takes time,
energy and patience.”

Ms McGregor said Marinus Link
was an opportunity to learn from
overseas.

“The UK. is still on their journey
with the biggest offshore energy sec-
tor in the world. Our market will ben-
efit from the latest technology.”

The major civil and construction
contract for Marinus Link has been

awarded to TasVic Greenlink, a joint
venture of DT Infrastructure and
Samsung C&T Corporation.

The contract with TasVic Greenlink
will cover the construction of con-
verter stations and the installation of
equipment and land cable civil works
from Waratah Bay to Hazelwood.

Ms McGregor said it signalled sig-
nificant opportunities for local busi-
nesses.

“The successful tenderer will need
strong local business capability to
deliver on this massive construction
campaign, and we've set targets to in-
centivise this.

“TasVic Greenlink is keen to en-
gage with potential subcontractors
and suppliers during this next stage
of the tender and into construction,”
she said.

“Earlier this year, we invited local
businesses to connect with our initial
shortlisted bidders in Burnie, Mor-
well and Leongatha, and nearly 600
people turned up.

“We've already passed on the details
of over 500 subcontractors and sup-
pliers who registered on the Industry
Capability Network gateway.”

Specially designed trenches will
be used for the 90 kilometres of un-
derground cables running from the
shoreline west of Sandy Point to the
Latrobe Valley.

In areas of sensitive habitat, open
trenches will be replaced with under-
ground tunnels by using a technique
called horizontal directional drilling.

“It's quite a thin drilling technique,”
said Justin White.

A small telecommunications hut
will be located at Sandy Point, but
the main power converter station for
Victoria will be located at Hazelwood.

The $3.89 billion Marinus Link
project is scheduled to be completed
by the end of 2030.

_—

State Minister for Energy and Resources Lily
D’Ambrosio has expressed strong support for offshore
wind energy in South Gippsland. BO4 3725

South Gippsland the new
kid on the power grid block

OFFSHORE wind energy
is slowly gaining traction
across South Gippsland,
including tentative sup-
port from a group strongly
opposed to overhead pow-
er lines.

According to Energy and
Resources Minister Lily
D’Ambrosio, Victoria’s off-
shore wind industry will
provide jobs and career
pathways for thousands
of workers and boost local
businesses through manu-
facturing and supply chain
development.

Ms D’Ambrosio said the
State Government was giv-
ing industry the certainty
it needs to invest and start
building the renewable
energy Victoria needs to
push down energy bills.

Chair of Better Trans-
mission Gippsland (BTG)
Kirra Bott welcomed Min-
ister D’Ambrosio’s strong
support for offshore wind
energy but said it must
be matched with the right
transmission infrastruc-
ture.

Speaking at the 2025
New Energy Conference
in Traralgon, Ms Bott said
the Minister is right to
highlight how critical off-
shore wind is to Victoria’s
energy future.

“South Gippsland has
the potential to be the new
Latrobe Valley, powering
the state for generations,
but it will only succeed
if we get the connections
right and that means
building transmission un-
derground, so it is reli-
able, resilient and built to
last.”

Better Transmission
Gippsland warned that
persisting with overhead
transmission lines risked

undermining the very op-
portunity the Minister was
celebrating.

“Its an extraordinary
irony,” said Ms Bott.

“We’re building renew-
able energy to fight climate
change, but connecting it
with infrastructure that
fails in the very storms,
fires and heatwaves cli-
mate change is driving.”

Ms Bott pointed to an
increasing incidence of
transmission tower fail-
ures.

“Overhead belongs to the
past; every outage costs
businesses and families.

“Offshore wind deserves
the best connections. Do it
once, do it right,” she said.

“We are here to make
sure that this once-in-a-
generation project delivers
what all of us want: afford-
able, reliable, climate-re-
silient power.

Releasing the State Gov-
ernment's Offshore Wind
Energy  Implementation
Statement earlier this year,
Minister D’Ambrosio said
the confidential Registra-
tion of Interest (ROI) auc-
tion process would be the
next step towards building
two gigawatts of offshore
wind energy capacity.

“Successful proponents
will be supported through
a contract-for-difference
and availability payment
providing investment cer-
tainty and energy secu-
rity,” said Ms D’Ambrosio.

Ms Bott remained scepti-
cal.

“Gippsland is ready to
deliver; the question is not
if, but how.”

The first contracts for
offshore wind energy are
expected to be awarded in
2026.

IBASS COAST
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South Gippsland Shire Council News

Register now for the Garage Sale Tralil

Join in Australia’s biggest second-hand
treasure hunt across two weekends

in November (Saturday 8 to Sunday

9 and Saturday 15 to Sunday 16). For
those looking to host, this is a fantastic
opportunity to declutter your home and
earn some extra cash. When you take
part in the Garage Sale Trall, you're
helping your community, the environment
and even your hip pocket

Last year, nearly 300,000 people took
part at more than 13,000 sales and
markets nationwide. Together, they kept
418 tonnes of items in use, saving them
from landfill, while sellers earned more
than $3.9 million for themselves or local
community groups.

What began in 2010 as a small
community event in Bondi has grown into
Australia’s biggest sale event. Supported

COUNCIL MEETINGS

The next Council Meeting will be held on
Wednesday 17 September at 2.00pm.

Details will be available on Council’s website:

www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
councilmeetings

To watch the meeting live or when it suits
you, visit:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/live

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Looking for a new job? We might have the
perfect position for you! Check out our
current vacant positions here:

www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
vacantpositions

by more than 90 local councils, the

Garage Sale Trail now sees hundreds of
thousands of Australians come together
every November to buy, sell and reuse.

South Gippsland

Shire Council

Circle of Security™
Parenting Program

Registering your sale gives you:

hunters.

*  How-to guides and promotional
materials

Council.

HOSTING A SALE IS FREE AND EASY

+ A free listing on the national map,
viewed by more than 500,000 bargain

* Promotional support from Garage
Sale Trail and South Gippsland Shire

This free program supports stronger, more
secure parent-child relationships, helping
parents make sense of their children’s
emotional needs. The focus of this Program is
for parents or caregivers with children aged up
to five years.

Start Date: Wednesday 8 October - runs for 8
weeks afterwards.
Time: 10.00am to 11.30am

Hosting a sale also helps keep resources

in play and supports stronger, more
sustainable communities.

Find out more at:
www.garagesaletrail.com.au

BENA ROAD KORUMBURRA - LONG LOTS

Council is considering options for how land
on the northern side of Bena Road could
potentially be subdivided and is seeking
feedback from local residents.

For more information and to provide your
feedback, visit:
yoursay.southgippsland.vic.gov.au

COMMUNITY IMMUNISATION SESSIONS

Date: Tuesday 23 September
Where: Korumburra Community Hub
When: 2.30pm to 4.30pm

For more information on other sessions or
to book, visit:

www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
immunisation
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RSVP. Monday 24 September

For more information, visit:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/ circle_of_security

EAT DRINK PLAY GIPPSLAND

Eat Drink Play Gippsland is a vibrant one-day
(and night!) festival that celebrates the very
best of our region’s food, drink and music in
one unforgettable event.

Where: Leongatha Railway Precinct
When: Saturday 18 October from 11.00am

For more information and to book your tickets,
please visit:
www.visitgippsland.com.au/eatdrinkplay

CONTACT US

9 Smith Street, Leongatha
03 5662 9200
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au



Draft plans for Bena Road
subdivision released by Council

A DRAFT plan for the
subdivision of land into
112 residential lots on the
northern side of Bena Road
in Korumburra has left
some locals questioning
Council plans.

The potential subdivision
from 8A to 62 Bena Road
would impact approximate-
ly 20 landowners with exist-
ing dwellings on lots sized
between about 2000m2 and
8000m2.

Under the current plan,
these general residential
zoned blocks would be
diced up into long and nar-
row lots of between 500m2
and 700m2.

However, there is no spec-
ified minimum size.

One South Gippsland lo-
cal was horrified to find
that her dream acre block
of land would disappear if
these plans were realised,
and even more horrified it
wasn't detailed in the ven-
dor’s paperwork.

“I was interested in buy-
ing number 44 Bena Road,
which would be a road un-
der the plan drawn up,”
stated Elizabeth Hatch.

While Ms Hatch under-
stands that the South
Gippsland Shire Council

A subdivision of 112 lots on Bena Road, Korumburra
have been drafted in Council plans. ob04_3725

(SGSC) is in the early stages
of illustrating how a coordi-
nated development could
take place over the next 20
to 30 years, she is question-
ing their decisions.

“But it still doesn't make
sense to do it when across
(the road) there is ample,
clear land the farmer wants
to develop.”

Ms Hatch is referring to
an application for a large
development at 99 Bena
Road, Korumburra, which
councillors rejected in May
2024, citing a number of
concerns.

Despite SGSC seeking
feedback from local resi-
dents and consulting with
existing landowners on the
current subdivisions, Ms
Hatch has decided to walk
away because of the poten-
tial development and astro-
nomical costs.

“Even though I love the
block, we looked at a house
in Leongatha North on five
acres, pool, for less than it
would cost to build a small-
er house with a smaller
pool.”

Other locals have ques-
tioned how flows from the

creek and potential flooding
risks will be managed,
with Council stating the
plan considers appropri-
ate stormwater flow paths
and drainage solutions and
seeks to minimise impacts
on existing sewerage infra-
structure crossing the area.

Council state these plans
are consistent with State
Government policy to en-
courage efficient use of ex-
isting urban zoned land in
township boundaries and
this area was identified as
having the potential for sub-
division a few years ago.

Some landowners on Bena
Road have also approached
Council with inquiries on
how they can subdivide
their individual blocks.

SGSC also state they fear
that without a coordinated
strategy for future subdivi-
sion, there is a risk of ad
hoc development that could
compromise the character
of the area.

Community consulta-
tion will occur until 5pm
on Wednesday, September
24 and an information ses-
sion will be held at the Ko-
rumburra Community Hub
on Tuesday, September 23
from 5pm.

Branches cut and Concerns grow In Tarwin Lower

A TARWIN Lower resident
has spoken out after a num-
ber of trees in her street
were heavily cut back.

Lynette Lane of Tama-
rama Close said she was
shocked to see branches
removed in her court, par-
ticularly because of the
birds and koalas that rely
on the trees.

“I feel as though initially
there was no consideration
for the birds that might be
using them,” she said.

“Though the trees weren't
completely removed, they
had a lot of branches and
things taken away from
them.”

Ms Lane, a retired pri-
mary and secondary school
teacher, said the clearing
began about a month ago.
Workers told her the job
was carried out because
rubbish trucks had diffi-
culty reaching bins.

Recent tree trlmmmg in Tamarama Close has raised
questions from some residents. W02_3725

But she believes the issue
could have been solved in a
different way.

“People living in the court
could’ve been instructed to
put their rubbish bins on
the street onto the road,
rather than on the grass to
avoid the branches,” she

said.

She also worries about
the potential long-term im-
pact on wildlife.

“Native birds, visiting
birds, all sorts of birds use
those trees,” she said. “Ko-
alas come and go, too.”

Ms Lane said she hoped

the council would consider
animals and habitat more
carefully before making
similar decisions in the fu-
ture.

“As human beings, I think
we have a right to love ani-
mals and birds and to pro-
vide them with the best
environment that we can,”
she said.

“If I could say something
directly to the council, it
would be to look after ani-
mals when they go cutting
things down and doing
things. It's a country area, a
long way from the city, and
animals are more prevalent
here. They need to be al-
lowed to survive, and I'm
sure that others who live
locally love animals too.”

The Sentinel-Times con-
tacted South Gippsland
Shire Council for com-
ment, but a response was
not received by print.

Mirboo North protection area declared as new Conservation Park

AFTER years of campaign-
ing by local groups, new leg-
islation will see the Mirboo
North Immediate Protection
Area permanently protected
as a new Conservation Park.

The welcome change came
as part of the new Parks
and Public Land Bill intro-
duced by Minister for Envi-
ronment Steve Dimopoulos
into the Victorian Parlia-
ment last Thursday.

The new status of the area
will allow people to explore,
relax and play in this unique
remnant of highly vulner-
able forest while ensuring
the park is maintained for
future generations to enjoy.

Classification of the
area into a Conservation
Park was part of a recom-
mendation from the 2021

response to the Victorian
Environmental Assessment
Council’s Investigation Fi-
nal Report.

But local groups, such as
Preserve our Forests Mir-
boo North (POFMN) had
been advocating for many
years prior to this to have
the area properly classi-
fied.

“For the community group
Preserve our Forests Mirboo
North, this is a significant
victory in our campaign to
protect this small, yet vital
forest habitat that is home
to so many native species
— many endangered or vul-
nerable,” said Marg Thom-
as, Convenor of POFMN.

“After an eight-year cam-
paign, supported by the
Mirboo North community

and people from far and
wide sharing their exper-
tise, skills and dollars, we
can finally celebrate this
achievement. The designa-
tion of Conservation Park
for the IPA will be a balance
of conservation and recre-
ation.”

The Conservation Park
will continue to be accessi-
ble with the community able
to use the area to get into
nature and do the things
they love, including bush-
walking, horse riding, dog
walking, fishing, seasonal
deer hunting and more.

Victoria’s iconic native
flora and rare and threat-
ened species like the Power-
ful Owl, Barking Owl, Swift
Parrot and Southern Great-
er Glider will be protected

under this new status.

“We're still digesting the
news but are quite ecstatic
to have reached this stage,
however, this means more
work ahead when a man-
agement plan is developed
jointly with our community,
Traditional Owners and
Land Managers,” explained
Marg,

“There are so many peo-
ple to thank, Latrobe Valley
Field Naturalists, Victorian
National Parks Associa-
tion, South Gippsland Con-
servation Society, South
Gippsland Branch ALPR
South Gippsland Shire
Council, local media, and
our own Preserve Our For-
ests committee, just to
name a few. Well over 50
people volunteered.”

Mayor’s

Message

ShireCouncil
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Cr John Schelling

Gippsland New
Energy Conference

LAST week, I had
the opportunity to at-
tend the Gippsland New
Energy Conference in
Traralgon alongside
fellow Councillors and
Council staff. It was en-
couraging to hear from
key industry leaders
and reassuring to see
that South Gippsland
is well-informed and ac-
tively engaged in the en-
ergy transition. Howev-
er, it's clear that we still
have significant work
ahead — particularly
in building strong part-
nerships with State and
Federal Governments to
prepare for the future of
offshore wind.

Melbourne Cup
in Stony Creek

Over the weekend, I
was honoured to wel-
come the Melbourne
Cup trophy to Stony
Creek. The Meeniyan
Town Hall was one of
just 35 destinations on
the Cup’s national tour,
and it was fantastic
to see our community
come together to cel-
ebrate this iconic event.

Mirboo North
Fire Brigade
Awards Night

I also had the plea-
sure of attending the
Mirboo North Fire Bri-
gade Awards Night on
Saturday. These indi-
viduals give their time
and energy to protect
our community, and it
was a privilege to cel-
ebrate their service and
commitment.

Onam Festival

Councillor Sarah Gil-
ligan represented Coun-
cil at a local Onam Fes-
tival last week, hosted
by South Gippsland’s
largest group of non-
English first language
residents — 30 families
who speak Malayalam,
the primary language
of Kerala, India. Cr Gil-
ligan was honoured to
attend and shared how
vibrant and welcoming
the event was. A special
thank you to Matthew
Thomas, the group’s
secretary, for keeping
culture and tradition
alive in our region and
facilitating such a joyful
celebration.

Garage Sale Trail

Registrations are now
open for the Garage
Sale Trail, a nationwide
event that promotes
sustainability, commu-
nity connection, and
waste reduction. It's a
great way to give pre-
loved items a second

A South Gippsland

life and keep them out
of landfill. To get in-
volved, visit: www.ga-
ragesaletrail.com.au

R U OK? Day

Last week, we also
recognised R U OK?
Day, a national re-
minder to check in
with those around us.
Mental health and well-
being are vital, and
sometimes a simple
conversation can make
a big difference. I'd like
to encourage everyone
to keep these conversa-
tions going — not just
on R U OK? Day, but ev-
ery day.

Physical Action
as Thinking Form
Exhibition

We officially opened
the TWOONE Exhibi-
tion at Coal Creek last
week. Councillor Bron
Beach spoke at the
launch, which featured
stunning works by re-
nowned artist TWOONE
and creative pieces
from local young artists
who participated in his
workshop. It's wonder-
ful to see our youth en-
gaging with the arts and
expressing themselves
through creativity.

Rural Road
Safety Month

September is Rural
Road Safety Month, and
I want to remind every-
one that driving on ru-
ral roads comes with
unique risks. Whether
you're behind the wheel
or a passenger, we all
share the responsibility
to stay alert and drive
safely.

Eat, Drink, Play
Gippsland

The countdown is
on for the Eat, Drink,
Play Gippsland Festival
— now just one month
away! Gather your fam-
ily and friends and join
us at the Leongatha
Railway Precinct for a
full day and night cel-
ebrating our region’s
incredible produce and
producers. It's going
to be a fantastic event,
and you can purchase
tickets: drinkplay-
gippsland.com.au

September
Council Meeting
Finally, a
that our September
Council Meeting will
be held on Wednesday
17 September. Every-
one is welcome to at-
tend in person at the
Council Chambers [Mi-
chael Place, Leongathal,
or tune in via the live
stream. www.southgi-
ppsland.vic.gov.au

reminder
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Another offshore
project falls

ON THE eve of an announcement
by the Federal Government about
its 2035 emissions reduction target
comes news that another Gippsland
offshore windfarm project is off the
agenda, at least for now.

A joint venture between Origin En-
ergy and global renewables developer,
RES, the Navigator North offshore
windfarm project of up to 110 wind
turbines has been put on ice, and will
not take part in the first round of state
auctions, bidding for government sup-
port.

The 1.5GW project was to be locat-
ed off Victoria’s Gippsland coast, 34
km from the shore at its closest point
near Golden and Paradise Beach, 38
km from Lakes Entrance and 48 km
from Seaspray.

An Origin spokeswoman said the
company had not abandoned the Navi-
gator North project, but confirmed it
did not intend to bid in the auction as
it no longer planned to be operational
by 2032.

“The Origin X RES Joint Venture in-
tends to continue to progress develop-
ment activities on the Navigator North
project, and awaits details on future
auctions for the 2035 and 2040 deliv-
ery timelines for offshore wind,” the
spokeswoman said.

Another company, BlueFloat En-
ergy, has already withdrawn from the
Gippsland zone since the government
handed out its feasibility licences.

When Navigator North recently ran
community consultation events at
Toora, Loch Sport and Woodside in
late July, it was full steam ahead, but
less than two months later, the future
of the huge project is uncertain.

Energy experts have now warned
that unless the state and federal gov-
ernments expedite the rollout of the
industry, other investors and suppli-
ers might follow.

Community input
required for Climate
Change Action Plan

SINCE the adoption of the Climate
Change Action Plan 2020-2030, Bass
Coast Shire Council and the commu-
nity have worked together to make
real progress towards a more sustain-
able future.

Key achievements so far include:

e Powering all council operations with
100 per cent renewable energy.

¢ Installing more than 310 kW of solar
panels and 120 kWh of battery stor-
age on council facilities, boosting
community resilience.

* Progressing the transition to electric
vehicles in council’s fleet, support-
ed by new public charging stations
soon to come online.

* Supporting households, business-
es and community groups through
climate action grants and partner-
ships.

Now halfway through the plan, coun-
cil is upholding its commitment to re-
view and refresh it.

The review will strengthen efforts to
support community-led climate action
leading up to 2030.

Community feedback will directly
shape the refreshed Climate Change
Action Plan and guide future priorities.

Community pop-up sessions will be
held at the following venues:

Grantville  Transaction
Thursday, September 18,
10.30am to 1.30pm.

Inverloch Hub: Tuesday, September
23, from 10.30am to 1.30pm (school
holidays).

Berninneit, Cowes: Thursday, Sep-
tember 25, from 10.30am to 1.30pm
(school holidays).

Wonthaggi Library: Wednesday, Oc-
tober 1, from 12pm to 2pm (school
holidays).

Berninneit, Cowes: Thursday, Octo-
ber 9, from 10.30am to 1.30pm.

Find more information at Engage
Bass Coast.

Centre:
from

Wonthaggi goes purple to
support LGBTIQA+ young peopl

HEADSPACE Wonthaggi
was awash with purple on
August 29 as young people,
families, and community
members came together to
celebrate diversity and show
support for lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, transgender, inter-
sex, queer and asexual (LG-
BTIQA+) young people on
Wear It Purple Day.

The national awareness
day, held annually on the last
Friday in August, encourages
schools, workplaces, and
community organisations
to create safe and inclusive
environments where young
people can thrive. This year’s
theme, “Bold Voices, Bright
Futures”, was brought to life
in Wonthaggi through vibrant
displays, creative decora-
tions, music, and shared sto-
ries at the headspace centre.

More than 40 community
members attended the event,
enjoying face painting, guest
speakers, music, and a walk
through the town centre, cul-
minating in a shared morning
tea. Young people shared per-
sonal messages about the im-
portance of acceptance, while
local organisations stood
alongside them in solidarity.

headspace Wonthaggi is
committed to providing a
safe and supportive environ-
ment for all young people to
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headspace Wonthaggi proudly supported the recent Wear It Purple Day and showed up in

a bright array.

access services and support,
with its establishment and
operations informed by a
Youth Advisory Group (YAG).

One of the centre’s YAG
members, Cailey, said that
Wear It Purple has been run-
ning for 15 years now, and
that this year’s theme was
particularly impactful.

“It feels like now more
than ever is the time to let

yourself be heard, to speak
up for yourself, your loved
ones, what you believe in,
and to be authentically your-
self,” Cailey said.

“We are so proud to see our
community come together to
support young people. Wear
It Purple Day is about send-
ing a clear message to every
LGBTIQA+ young person
— you are valued, you are

supported, and you belong,”
said Daaman Singh, headspace
Wonthaggi Centre Manager.
“More than a third of the
young people who use our
services identify as LGB-
TIQA+, and so we know how
important it is for young
people to feel safe, support-
ed and accepted, both by ser-
vices and in the general com-
munity,” Mr Singh added.

Meeniyan

MEENIYAN IGA was need-
ing some upgrades recently
and owner Kaelene Shervell
chose to go with environmen-
tally friendly, sustainable so-
lutions.

With open fridges that
proved to be uneconomical,
that also dropped the tem-
perature of the store to frigid,
Kaelene had been wanting to
change them for a while.

When an incentive from the
government came along in the
form of a rebate to change to
sustainable energy use in the
fridges and freezers, the IGA
owner jumped at the opportu-
nity.

“The business that I use for
my fridge maintenance, they
helped me put it all together
and voila. It's been awesome.

“They're all up and running
and just really present nicely
— all the products — and the
extra products because of the
extra space we’ve been able to
gain.”

IGA gets sustainable
s B ‘*“"Kf
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Kaelene Shervell of Meeniyan IGA celebrates new and
more sustainable fridges and shopping carts in the store.
ob03_3725

The shop is also now notice-
ably warmer, which all the
staff are grateful for.

“We're taking off the extra
layers that we were needing to
wear. It's been a remarkable
difference. We noticed that
the next day, when we opened
the shop, how much warmer

it was.”

The IGA also has new shop-
ping trolleys, which Kaelene
found from eco-plastic com-
pany, Super Cart, which de-
signs them from recycled
plastic.

The company upcycle the
equivalent of 74 two-litre milk

upgrades

bottles for their mini trolley
and 152 two-litre milk bottles
for their mid trolley.

To date, they've upcycled the
equivalent of more than 34
million two-litre milk bottles,
that's over 1.4 million Kkilo-
grams of plastic.

“Their goal is just to reuse
and that really appealed to
me. I thought that was amaz-
ing that they’ve been able to
work something out to reduce
the plastic that we’re putting
in our landfill.”

“Being such a little store,
there are only 10 trolleys. But
every little bit counts,” added
Kaelene.

“The trolleys are just a lot
lighter and easier to manoeu-
vre as well, which is nice for
our elderly citizens.”

Kaelene expressed her grati-
tude to all her customers for
their patience and support
through the transition.

“It made it easier and took
the stress off,” she said.

Mary Aldred’s mobile

FEDERAL Member for
Monash Mary Aldred visited
Wonthaggi on Wednesday,
September 10, as part of her
ongoing series of mobile office
meetings across the elector-
ate. The initiative, which orig-
inally began during her elec-
tion campaign, is designed to
give locals the chance to meet
with their representative with-
out needing to travel long dis-
tances.

Ms Aldred said she want-
ed to make sure community
members had an open door
to raise issues that matter to
them.

“It is a big electorate and it's
a diverse electorate, so I've
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been really keen to continue
this now that I'm elected,” she
said.

“People shouldn’'t have to
travel a long way to be able to
talk to their local represen-
tative. If they need to access
help and support from my of-
fice, I want to make that avail-
able. I'm going to continue to
regularly do these mobile of-
fices, advertise them and in-
vite people to come and talk
to me about whatever they'd
like.”

She said the meetings often
bring in a wide range of people,
from individuals wanting a
simple chat over coffee to com-
munity groups and veterans

office hits Wonthaggi

seeking more formal support.

Across her travels, one
theme continues to stand out.

“Definitely cost of living,” Ms
Aldred said.

“Wherever I go across the
electorate, the price of grocer-
ies, energy, housing, theyre
really continuing to bite, and
people are struggling. But also
assistance with NDIS, homec-
are packages, Department of
Veterans’ Affairs issues, they're
all regularly raised as well.”

She added that local infra-
structure, roads and support
for sporting clubs were also
frequent topics of conversation.

While Ms Aldred acknowl-
edged that surveys and phone

calls are useful, she said noth-
ing compares to meeting peo-
ple in person.

“Nothing beats having a
face-to-face conversation
with someone, understanding
their journey and their story
and why an issue matters to
them,” she said.

Her message to residents
remains simple.

“I'm here to help. Come and
talk to me about any issue
that is important to you, ei-
ther at a national level or if
youre struggling with a gov-
ernment service and you're
just not getting through.
Please reach out to me, I'm
here to help.”



Medical students gain
experience in South Glppslan

FIVE Monash Rural Health
medical students are currently
immersed in general practice
placement in South Gippsland,
gaining hands-on experience
and forging deep connections
with the local community.

Based in towns like Wonthag-
gi, Leongatha and Foster, these
fourth-year medical students
are not only developing clinical
skills — they’re discovering the
heart of rural medicine.

Among them is Samiha
Arulshankar, who is complet-
ing her placement in Wonthag-
gi.

For Samiha, the experience
has been transformative.

“The highlight for me has
been the culture and commu-
nity,” she said.

“From trivia nights, team din-
ners and road trips with stu-
dents and staff, it's been such a
warm and supportive environ-
ment.”

Beyond the camaraderie, the
clinical exposure has been ex-
ceptional.

Students are entrusted with
procedures such as excising
skin cancers, draining cysts
and managing continuity care —
following patients from antena-
tal visits through to childbirth
and paediatric follow-up, all
under the supervision of expe-
rienced general practitioners.

“That kind of continuity as a
student is quite unique to rural
placements and deeply fulfill-
ing,” Samiha said.

“You genuinely feel part of the
community.”

Jennie Casey, lecturer at
Monash Rural Health, under-
scored the significance of these
placements.

Matthew Pham, Jack Chapman, Jennie Casey, Hannah Nguyen, Basma Qadeer and Samlha
Arulshankar advocate for Monash Rural Health’s rural placement program.

“Rural GP placements of-
fer students unparalleled op-
portunities to develop clinical
confidence, cultural compe-
tence and a deep appreciation
for community-centred care.
These experiences are essen-
tial to shaping a future health
workforce that is skilled, com-
passionate and ready to serve
where theyre needed most,”
she said.

The students’ time in South
Gippsland is also enriched

by mentorship from local cli-
nicians who invest in their
growth, both professionally
and personally.

Late-night study sessions
are balanced with beach trips
after class, gym workouts and
shared meals.

Samiha’s passion for rural
health continues beyond the
clinic.

In October, she will be pre-
senting her research at DRIV-
ERS, Monash Rural Health's

annual conference celebrating
innovation and leadership in
rural health.

“It's such a great opportunity
to hear from inspiring keynote
speakers, connect with other
students and clinicians, and
see the passion for rural health
across so many specialities.
I'm excited to be inspired by
people who are so passionate
about their work and about ad-
vocating for their patients,” she
said.

Memorial unveiled for former GSHS staff member

FORMER long-serving
Gippsland Southern Health
Service (GSHS) Sue Ritchie has
been honoured for her contri-
bution to the health service and
the Lyrebird Auxiliary.

Earlier this week staff, resi-
dents, family, friends and mem-
bers of the Lyrebird Auxiliary
gathered at Hillside Lodge to
honour the life and contribu-
tion of Ms Ritchie.

Ms Ritchie dedicated 25
years as a GSHS staff member
and was an active member of
the auxiliary since 1989. She
passed away last December af-
ter a snake bite.

GSHS CEO Lou Sparkes said
Sue’s commitment to care,

warmth, and her trademark ef-
ficiency left a lasting mark on
both colleagues and commu-
nity.

“Sue inspired deep respect
and affection and the health
service and the wider commu-
nity has felt an ongoing sense of
loss felt since her passing,” Ms
Sparkes said.

As a tribute, the Lyrebird Aux-
iliary commissioned a hand-
crafted clock from the Korum-
burra Men's Shed. It is now
hanging in the main reception
of Hillside Lodge.

“This special piece will stand
as a daily reminder of Sue’s
dedication and keep alive her
memory,” Ms Sparkes said.

L .. |

Lyreblrd Auxiliary and Glppsland Southern Health Service have
honoured the late Sue Ritchie. Insert: The late Sue Ritchie.

Leongatha S.C. state finalists in Science and Engmeermg Challenge

STUDENTS from Leongatha
Secondary College recently
competed in the state final of
the secondary schools’ Science
and Engineering Challenge in
Ballarat.

The students were grateful
to have received funding from
Regional Development Victoria
and Leongatha Rotary to pro-
vide significant financial sup-
port for their camp.

Leongatha S.C. won the
South Gippsland section of
the Science and Engineering
Challenge earlier this year and
were excited about explor-
ing further scientific concepts
with students from around the
state.

The school also greatly ap-
preciated the work of Newcas-
tle University and the amazing
work of the Rotary Volunteers
of Ballarat.

After a great day, Leongatha
was placed sixth amongst a
very competitive cohort.

Congratulations to Auburn
Secondary College from Haw-
thorn, who won the title and
will compete at the National
Title in Newcastle in October.

RIGHT: Ghun Phokaphol,

Ava Boyd and Charlotte
Lawler enjoyed the activities
of the state final of the
Science and Engineering
Challenge in Ballarat.

Auxiliary calls on
community to
keep helping

GIPPSLAND Southern Health Ser-
vice’s Lyrebird Auxiliary has been
giving to the local community for
nearly 40 years — now it's time for
the community to step up and help.

The auxiliary was formed in 1987,
replacing an earlier group that dis-
banded when the members decided
they were too old to continue the
fundraising activities.

A younger group of women in their
40s took on the challenge at the
time, but now they are reaching the
point where they need to step back
and help a new generation of volun-
teers to step up and support their lo-
cal hospital.

The youngest auxiliary member is
67, and the oldest 79, and treasurer
Lyndy Elliott says it's time for some
new blood.

“As older members, were quite
happy to support new and younger
members, but we don’'t want to stay
in the office bearer positions,” Mrs
Elliott said.

Mrs Elliott joined the auxiliary in
1990 and has been treasurer for 25
years. President Lyn Yeomans has
been in her role for 15 years.

The auxiliary has been reduced
from more than 20 to about 15
members and today mostly relies
on donation tins in Leongatha and
Korumburra shops to raise money,
though that is usually limited to
$500-8700 a year.

“We haven't got the people on the
ground now to hold big events,” Mrs
Elliott said.

“We need new blood and want to
encourage younger people to come
in.”

One of the auxiliary’s biggest jobs
was selling the contents of a house
that had been bequeathed to the
hospital in 2021.

Along with funds raised from other
events, the auxiliary has contrib-
uted $4000 for SOZO machines for
lymphedema sufferers, helped to es-
tablish the Dolly Parton Imagination
Library, purchased five trampolines
for physiotherapy, televisions, knee
rugs, fusion pumps, chemotherapy
furniture, mannikins, large wheel-
chairs, and helped with upgrades to
hospital gardens, among other do-
nations.

Individual members also knit soft
toys such as trauma teddies for ur-
gent care and bonnets for premature
babies.

While Mrs Elliott admits fundrais-
ing these days is hard work, she
says there is a sense of pride and
community spirit from their volun-
teer contributions.

‘Joining and contributing gives
people a sense of belonging to a com-
munity,” she said.

“It's our hospital. People can't
complain if it doesn’t have things if
they're not prepared to raise funds
to help out. I'm not talking about big
items — I'm talking about little items
like mattresses and comfort items.

The auxiliary also fosters ongoing
friendships.

“We still have social catch-ups.
That's what it's all about — the ca-
maraderie and friendships that are
formed through the auxiliary, plus
it's the people you meet in the com-
munity when youre selling raffle
tickets. You get to be known as the
hospital auxiliary.”

There’s also the occasional lighter
moment.

“We came up with the name Lyre-
bird hospital auxiliary — then some-
one said, ‘I didn't know we had a
hospital for lyrebirds down here’.

Anyone interested in joining the
auxiliary can contact president Lyn
Yeomans on 0419 565711, lynyeo-
mansl@gmail.com or treasurer
Lyndy Elliott 0409 623650 or lyn-
grae@dcsi.net.au.
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Tarwin Football Netball Club received $5390 thanks
to the Community Bank Inverloch.

Laib.m ML

Inverloch Historical Society celebrated a $5000 Community Bank grant at the

awards night.

. | =] il
The State Coal Mine Rescue Station Arts received $2000 as part of the community
grants event.

Bass Coast Board Riders will put a $3745 Community Bank grant towards

upcoming projects.

Community
grants program

When you partner with us, good things happen.

Your organisation gets funding, and your
banking helps support the community.

Applications open 23rd September, 2025
and close 23rd October, 2025.

Find out more. Call 5674 2800
or search Bendigo Bank Inverloch.

bendigobank.com.au

B Bendigo Bank

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879 A1400521 OUT_46988362, 09/09/2025

Community Bank Inverloch

HM12997

THE Community Bank
Inverloch and District,
situated in Williams Street
Inverloch is a long-term
partner of the community
— its people, its businesses
and the many local groups
it has supported through-
out the past 19 years.

A dedicated staff of five,
the bank is overseen by a
Board of Directors, all who
are volunteers, and all who
carry a strong connection
to the region.

Chairman Mark McCor-
mack said he was very
proud to be a part of such
a critical business within
the community and to lead
a Board of volunteers who
all possessed a variety of
skills which served the
bank well.

“Everyone is dedicated to
making the bank the best
possible version of itself
and to continue to grow the
customer base so in turn
we can continue to support
the community. Our doors
are wide open, and we wel-
come new business from
across the region”, he said.

Mark added that the
bank was now the only
bank represented in In-
verloch with a full banking
service.

“It is also your bank,
owned by many in the
community and we look
forward to the continued
support of our custom-
ers, shareholders, and the
community to enable us
to retain this position, “he
said.

Director Louise Litch-
field, who has lived in In-
verloch for more than 40
years, explained that she
joined the bank board two
years ago, with the sole
purpose of maintaining
the bank’s relationship
with the community, while

il
The Community Bank Inverloch and District team

and Liam.

recently joined forces raising awareness for R U Ok?
Inverloch Surf Life Saving Club boosted by $7000 Day. From left, Carolyn, Penelope, Koren, Rhiannon
grant from Community Bank Inverloch.

Community Bank continues to share its success

Koren and Penelope, part of the friendly Inverloch

Community Bank team.

using her expertise to help
the bank grow.

“Our bank is a commu-
nity bank which means
every customer and every
dollar which comes into
the bank makes up the
sum of the parts which go
back out to the community
for programs, projects and
vital works which would
otherwise not be undertak-
en without our help”, said
Louise.

Bank Manager, Penelo-
pe Rowe, added that the
bank was very much like
a part of a bigger family,
being able to draw on the
expertise of the Corporate
Bendigo Bank while at the
same time service the cus-
tomer in a local and per-
sonal manner.

“We all live in the com-
munity and therefore we
know and understand the
community and its needs.
We continue to grow our
customer base and in doing
so we continue to be able to
give back to the sporting
groups, schools, and other
organisations such as the
local historical society.

“It is very rewarding
knowing that by doing
your job well you are also

helping the community”,
she said.

Penelope also added that
as an employer of local
staff in times when unem-
ployment was high, was
very satisfying.

“Employing local people
who then go on to even big-
ger and better positions
within the global bank is
such a wonderful achieve-
ment, and it is a reflection
on how our bank is man-
aged and how our custom-
ers are treated”, she said.

To date the bank has
given more than $675,000
to the community for vari-
ous projects and sponsor-
ships.

As the bank continues
to service Inverloch and
the region it is now call-
ing for its second round of
grants and sponsorships
for 2025.

Applications open on
September 23 and close
on October 23. Successful
participants will be noti-
fied prior to the Board’s
Annual General Meeting at
the end of November.

To apply contact 5674
2800 or search Bendigo
Bank Inverloch, bendi-
gobank.com.au.

Meet Koren
Your local
Home Lender

Introduce yourself

If you need help with your banking,
call Koren on 0428 742 800 or
search Bendigo Bank Inverloch

B Bendigo Bank

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879 A1400521 OUT_46988362, 09/09/2025

Community Bank Inverloch

HM13001
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How
healthy

IS your
home !
loan?

Get the most out of your home loan
with a FREE home loan health check

v One of Australia’s biggest banks
v Australia’s most trusted bank*
v Australia’s most satisfied home loan customers®

With the current cost of living there’s never been a better time to review your home loan.

We'll look at your rate, term, repayments, and equity, giving your loan a
full check-up to make sure it’s still right for you and your current needs

Enquire online at bendigobank.com.au/healthcheck
or visit Community Bank Inverloch branch
16C Williams Street, Inverloch

#Roy Morgan Risk Monitor 2024 * Roy Morgan Single Source Data 2024

. Bendigo Bank Community Bank Inverloch

All loans are subject to the Bank’s normal lending criteria. Fees, charges, terms and conditions apply. Please consider your situation and read the Terms and
Conditions, available online at www.bendigobank.com.au or upon request from any Bendigo Bank branch, before making a decision. Bendigo and Adelaide Bank
Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879 (2083101-2126290) (02/25).
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MotoGP around
the corner

THE Australian Round of the MotoGP
is only around the corner, heading to the
Island next month from October 17 to 19.

But it was a passionate weekend
overseas as Marc Marquez held off
Bezzecchi in a tense duel at Misano.

Having held off a heap of constant
pressure from Marco Bezzecchi (April-
ia Racing) in the second half of the
Grand Prix, Marc Marquez's (Ducati
Lenovo Team) title-winning comeback
is drawing ever closer after the #93
clinched victory on a fascinating Sun-
day in Misano. It means we head to the
Japanese GP knowing Marquez can be
crowned MotoGP World Champion if
results go his way, and the only rider
who can stop that from happening
was third-place finisher Alex Marquez
(BK8 Gresini Racing MotoGP).

Lap 21 saw Marc Marquez set the
fastest lap of the race, which saw the
gap rise to 0.495s between Marquez
and Bezzecchi. Was that the warning
shot? Was it the hammer blow? It
was certainly a statement, but Bez-
zecchi responded by going slightly
faster on the next lap — but it was
only by 0.010s. The Italian was dig-
ging in, but would it be enough?

It wasn’t. Marquez’s advantage rose
to 0.6s with four laps to go, but then
Bezzecchi threw in the fastest lap of
the race. 0.3s in one lap, had Bezzec-
chi saved his best until the last three
laps? But in response, the six-time
MotoGP World Champion threw an-
other stinging punch to set the fastest
lap and go 0.5s clear.

The gap heading into the last lap?
0.415s. The penultimate lap was Bez-
zecchi’s personal best of the Grand
Prix, but it didn’t look like it would be
quite enough. And unfortunately for
the Italian, it wasn't. A tantalisingly
tense affair saw Marc Marquez hold on
to put his Sprint crash behind him and
collect 25 points ahead of Bezzecchi,
who did brilliantly to pile on the pres-
sure for the second half of the Grand
Prix. The top two were in a league of
their own on Sunday, with Alex Mar-
quez handing Gresini a special home
turf podium 7.7s behind the top two.

Back in Australia, there is still time
to secure your tickets and even en-
ter the draw to win tickets, thanks to
Bass Coast Shire Council.

To win, simply subscribe to Coun-
cil's email newsletter, Coastell, for your
chance to win one of four double gen-
eral admission tickets for Sunday only
or six double general admission tick-
ets for all three days. Winners will be
announced in the September issue of
Coastell on Thursday, September 25.

And remember, a community day will
again be held on Friday, October 17,
which provides free general admission
tickets for Bass Coast residents. To re-
ceive a complimentary ticket, just pres-
ent your proof of residency at any gate on
the day or avoid the queues by collecting
your tickets from Gate 1 on October 16.

Bair Street will be roaring during Biketoberfest

BAIR Street will roar to life
next month when motorcycle
lovers hit Leongatha for the
fourth inaugural Biketober-
fest.

The event, held a week be-
fore the Phillip Island Mo-
toGP, draws both motorcycle
enthusiasts from far and
wide and locals who enjoy the
family-friendly festivities.

With specialty stalls and
motorcycle merchandise to
browse and Vesper DJ bring-
ing music to the street, at-
tendees will be treated to a
day of entertainment with two
local trial riders showcasing
their incredible skills.

“They’re unbelievable what
they can do on those things,
balance on one wheel up on a
car bonnet, hop on the roof,
spin it round and all sorts of
wonderful things. It's a real
crowd eye-opener. They're
very entertaining, to say the
least,” said Biketoberfest
founder and president Steve
Busana.

The local emergency ser-
vices will have a display, and
Bass Coast Highway Patrol
Solo Unit motorcycles will be
in attendance, chatting with
the public and raising aware-
ness of road safety heading
into the warmer months.

“The crowd love it, espe-
cially the kids and the police
are really good. Young and
old jump on the bikes, play
with the lights and all sorts
of stuff. It's a lot of fun,” said
Steve.

Holding the festival in Oc-
tober is also significant as
it coincides with Motorcycle

=

Awareness Month, which
aims to promote safety and
awareness among riders and
drivers.

It encourages everyone to be
vigilant and educated about
motorcycle safety, especially
going into the summer riding
season.

All money raised during
the event gets donated to the
Black Dog Ride, a charity that
raises awareness and conver-
sations around women’s and
men’s mental health and sui-
cide prevention.

“They’'ve been around for
quite a long time, a very good
and worthy organisation, I
must say,” said Steve.

Bair Street will roar to life with Biketoberfest.

born

Biketoberfest was
when Steve, alongside his
wife Rozz and their two
friends Cherie and Graham
Pritchett, wanted to put on a
community event, coming out
of COVID lockdowns.

“Bair Street had just been
refurbished and redone at
that time, and we thought
let's showcase it. Let's have
a stationary event, fill it full
of motorcycles for all to see,”
explained Steve.

The group worked with the
Leongatha Business Associa-
tion and the South Gippsland
Shire Council and secured
sponsors to get the first and
subsequent events off the

ground, and they encourage
everyone to go along.

“Turn up to the event. Check
out everyone’s bikes because
there’ll be hundreds there,
and just admire the day, ad-
mire it for what it is. We want
to see smiling faces every-
where, just people having a
great time and supporting all
their local businesses in the
process,” said Steve, who en-
courages all shop owners to
stay open and take advantage
of the crowds.

“Its for the whole com-
munity, families, everyone’s
welcome, two wheels, four
wheels on your feet. Doesn’t
matter. It's for everybody.”

Drone awareness course inspires next generation of pilots

THE first group of local students
to undertake a Drone Awareness
Course at Leongatha Secondary
College have been awarded Cer-
tificates of Completion.

Funded by the Martin Carlson
Foundation in partnership with
South Gippsland Bass Coast
Trade Skills Alliance (SGBC
TSA) and South Gippsland
Bass Coast Local Learning and
Employment Network (SGB-
CLLEN), the Drone Taster Pro-
gram was run over two days.

The course included an intro-
duction to the drone industry
and drone technology, types of
drones and industry use cases,
drone rules and airspace basics,
CASA regulations, and briefings
on safety and safety zones.

Careers in the drone indus-
try were also explored, in-
cluding the demand for drone
technology, job roles, licensing

pathways, flight control skills
and drone simulators.

An afternoon flying session
included flight circuits, filming,
and mission control basics,
and real-world data capture
and mapping concepts, as well
as pathways into RPAS careers,
licensing and RePL and school-
based Cert III delivery.

Certificates of Participation
were presented to the students
at the conclusion of the training
by Martin Carlson Foundation
Trustees Darren Polglaise and
Gary Birittle.

Participating students were
enthusiastic about the course
with more than one student ex-
pressing an interest in a future
career in aviation or drone sur-
veillance.

“It was fun, very interesting,”

“Its what you need to learn to
fly drones safely and as a career.”

i

Cooper and Brody learning how to fly drones safely with
National Drones Instructor Jason Fichera at Leongatha

Secondary College. B42_ 3725

--- MOTORING CLASSIFIEDS ---

TYRES

We know tyres!

84-96 Commercial Street,
Korumburra 5655 2880

Inverloch Road, Wonthaggi
5672 1313

HM10093

T THE POWER OF BUSTRALLLS BIGGEST INDEFEMDENT

GOODFYEAR

T G Mechanical

Repairs

SO12I5II6 0

78 Watt Street,
WONTHAGGI

www.tyrepower.com.au

HM5472
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54 Graham Street,
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JURRA



Wonthaggi Toyota

SPRING SALE... OVER 75 VEHICLES READY TO GO

2019 Ford Ranger 2021 Mazda 2021 Hyundai . -
Wildtrak PX Mkilll CX30 G20 Astina DM Palisade Highlander 2013 Mazda BT-50 GT UP

49,990 34,990 s 44,990 i 24,990 v

Off road performer, 62,640kms, 6 spd Low kms, 20,000kms, 6 speed sports 4x4 On demand, 127,000kms, 8 speed Work or play, 87,517kms, 6 speed
sports auto 4x4 dble cab SN: W101387 auto SUV SN: W102214 sports auto SUV SN: W102213 sports auto 4x4 ute SN: W102215

Ll N

2023 Volkswagen

2013 Suzuki Swift 2019 Holden Equinox LTZ EQ Tiguan 110TSI Life 5N 2015 Hyundai Tucson TL Active X
DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE

14,990 W% 20,990 :ia 28,990 Wk 19,990 =W~

Great First Car, 155,705kms, 4 speed Stylish AWD, 141,123kms, 6 speed The full package, 51,082kms, 6 speed Perfect for Family, 146,872kms, 6

auto hatch, ABS, airbags SN: W102156 sports auto wagon SN: W102212 sports auto SUV SN: W102123 speed sports auto SUV SN: W102195

Leongatha Toyota

FINANCE AVAILABLE INSTORE. ASK ABOUT AN EXTENDED WARRANTY.

2020 Toyota Landcruiser VX 2021 Toyota Fortuner Crusade 2019 Holden Colorado Z71RG 2008 Toyota Landcruiser VX

99,990 Wiy 53,990 Wi 39,990 W 51,990 v

J AWAY 7 AWAY J AWAY 7 AWAY
Highly Desirable, 125,074kms, 6 speed  Just arrived, 76,647kms, 6 speed CVT Turbo Diesel, 96,234kms, 6 speed CVT Go Touring, 210,810kms, 6 speed
CVT auto 4x4 SUV SN: L101416 auto 4x4 SUV SN: L101422 auto 4x4 ute, leather seat SN: L101414 CVT auto 4x4 SUV SN: L101396

. . v

i:‘-;:"a"_‘

2023 Toyota
2021 Toyota Camry Ascent Sport 2023 MG ZST Essence 2018 Toyota C-HR Koba Landcruiser Workmate
DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE
31,990 W~ 22,9902 26,990 i 104,990 W=
Family Friendly, 78,884kms, 6 speed Tidy Package, 19,188kms, 6 speed 4x4 On Demand, 81,347kms, 7 speed Tough workhorse, 5,600kms, 5 speed
CVT auto sedan SN: L101371 CVT auto SUV SN: L101413 CVT auto SUV, alloys SN: L101400 CVT manual 4x4 double cab SN: L101411

Wonthaggi Toyota Leongatha Toyota
7-13 Hughes Street, Toyota Finance OH WHAT A FE E LI NG

346 Bass Highway,

Wonthaggi VIC 3995 Leongatha VIC 3953
T (03) 56721722 T (03) 5662 2302 =
LMCT 8179 LMCT 8179 @ Toyota Used Cars

Wonthagg]toyota.com.au leongathatoyota‘com.au

* Disclaimer: If the price does not contain the notation that it is “Driveaway*”, the price may not include additional costs, such as stamp duty and other government charges.
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YOUR SAY

Email your letters to news@sgst.com.au

Sentinel-Times

Sports finals just
the tonic we need

IT FEELS like we've been pum-
meled by bad news locally, nationally
and internationally in recent weeks
and months.

And that the bad deeds of some
seem to empower others to do like- |
wise. i

Korumburra's Pastor Ian Wilkin- L i
son said it best in his Victim Impact o
Statement ahead of Erin Patterson’s Arnie
sentencing recently:

“It's one of the distressing short {‘\Iewhaven ) i
comings of our society that so much | was spending more time on
attention is showered on those who my computer than my friends,
do evil and so little on those who do who were on their phones

four or five hours a day. Now |
spend about one to two hours

good.”
on my phone and less on my

Are you aware of having too much on-screen time?

———

'||. r

w

Julie

Ventnor

“When | was on Instagram,

| did, I’'m ok now since |
deleted it. | deleted Instagram
because | was spending too
much time on it.*

Pauline
Ventnor

Emma
Cranbourne

“I don’t, no. I’'m older, so we

have limited tech knowledge.
| mainly use it for catching up
with and keeping up with my

kids’ communication. “

“Yes. | get a reminder to stop
me from spending too much
time on my phone. | was
spending too much time on it.
Mostly on TikTok. I've got two
jobs now, which helps me to

Well, let’s see what we can do about
that, at least for one week.

What a fantastic thing it was, at the computer.” stay off it.”
weekend, to see so many people in the
community out celebrating the culmi-
nation of our winter sporting season
at venues right across Gippsland. rates notices may already be. On ya bike Australian citizens, then by definition they

Huge crowds turned out, especially
for some of the local league grand
finals, with massive numbers re-
sponding at Trafalgar for the Ellin-

bank grand finals, where Lang Lang
triumphed in the Reserves, at Yinnar
for the Mid Gippsland finale, with
Foster defying the odds and winning a
thriller, and Woodside repeating last
year’s heroics in the North Gippsland
League over TTU at Gaskin Park in
Churchill.

Dalyston did a great job of host-
ing the preliminary finals in the West
Gippsland competition and now all
eyes turn to Garfield this Saturday,
where Inverloch Kongwak and Phillip
Island will face off in the Under 18s
and Korumburra-Bena meet Nar Nar
Goon in the A Grade netball grand
final.

It will also be a big day for the Leon-
gatha Parrots and Wonthaggi Power in
the Gippsland League at Morwell this
Saturday, September 20, with Leon-
gatha represented in the Seniors, Re-
serves and Under 18 football grand
final and a liberal sprinkling of Par-
rots and Power teams in the netball
grades.

And the Gippsland Soccer League
has its grand finale this Sunday in
Wonthaggi with nine competitions to
be decided and local clubs in each
match.

So, is too much sport never enough?

The great thing about sport is its
community-building role and we
saw that played out right across the
board, with people of all ages in-
volved.

It's also worth noting that National
Police Remembrance Day and Victo-
ria’s Blue Ribbon Day are observed
on Monday, September 29 so look
out for an opportunity to support and
celebrate the work of our local police.

A costly gift that
fails the fairness test

Reply to letter published August 26
from K. Walsh

FIRSTLY, I want to be clear that this is
my personal point of view.

In short, the council’s decision is not
“short-sighted” but rational: it ends an in-
equitable and inefficient subsidy. The real-
ity of receiving a very generous double dip
of a “Farm Rate” on land with often no ag-
ricultural output and a very low per-acre
valuation due to no commercial output,
means a further gift from fellow ratepay-
ers to support individual choices is not
sustainable.

In fact, other ratepayers would find con-
fronting how low covenanted properties’

Kate Walsh presents her argument
based on untested assumptions and se-
lective reasoning, The first flaw is her reli-
ance on the idea that council rebates to
covenanted property owners are essential
for biodiversity protection. This is incor-
rect. Landholders who place covenants
on their land overwhelmingly do so from
a pre-existing conservation ethic, not be-
cause of a minor grant. The rebate simply
rewards behaviour that would occur any-
way, making it an inefficient use of public
funds.

Walsh ignores the basic equity problem.
Rebates for covenant holders shift the
financial burden onto other ratepayers
- many of whom also engage in respon-
sible land stewardship without recogni-
tion or subsidy. In a climate where many
have learnt to rely on the money of oth-
ers to fund their lifestyle, I can see how
the previous gift was enthusiastically em-
braced by the recipients, a farmer invest-
ing in soil regeneration, erosion control,
Agro forestry or water management con-
tributes to environmental health just as
meaningfully. Why should the council el-
evate one model of stewardship above all
others? Once upon a time council man-
aged to fund chemicals rebates for weed
control in the farm zone, a program also
no longer funded.

Her argument collapses when tested
against simple principles of fairness.

Walsh fails to address agricultural pro-
ductivity concerns with the loss of land.
Australia faces increasing food security
pressures, and locking land into perpet-
ual conservation arrangements risks con-
straining future adaptive land use. Unlike
national and state parks — which provide
conservation at scale under clear gover-
nance — private covenants are often dis-
persed, inconsistently monitored, and dif-
ficult to integrate into long-term regional
planning. To present them as superior is
a distortion.

Finally, Walsh treats the council’s deci-
sion as an attack on conservation, when
in fact it reflects fiscal discipline and rec-
ognition of competing priorities. Local
government has an obligation to spend
scarce resources where they deliver the
greatest measurable public benefit. Cov-
enanted Land Rebates fail this test. If the
objective is biodiversity protection, tar-
geted grants, coordinated planning, and
investment in large crown-owned reserves
will always outperform blunt rate rebates
on private land.

When you dig deeper, Council has al-
ready engaged in a very generous arrange-
ment of support in kind and monetary
funding of Landcare and also a separate
program providing trees to landholders.

Commercial reality dictates that the
bucket of council money is not endless.

Scott Rae, Foster North
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REGARDING “On Your Bike” by Bruce
Wardley on September 2. Has Council
considered the opportunity of safely link-
ing Cape Paterson to the Wonthaggi/In-
verloch bike trail by connecting the north
end of Fulton Road to the south end of
Boundary Road? From there, it's a very
short ride along a back road to the bike
trail.

This would require less than two Ki-
lometres of bike trail across farmland
along existing property boundaries. I've
heard that there may even be an existing
easement. Bikes would be diverted off
the Cape Paterson/Wonthaggi Road. This
would really open up safe family cycling
between Cape Paterson, Wonthaggi and
Inverloch.

The funds for this may come from a
separate budget supporting cycling/fit-
ness, etc. The roads budget is well over-
committed.

John Godfrey, Cape Paterson

To whom do we owe a duty?

AS A soldier serving in the late seven-
ties and early eighties, I had to deter-
mine to whom did I owe my duty.

The Army I served in had performed its
duty as it understood it in Vietnam, but
had come home to find itself blamed for
the lack of operational success.

I formed the view that I was a soldier of
a democratic Australia, and I would do
my duty as determined by the legitimate
democratic processes of my country.

I use this same process to determine
who are Australians to whom I feel I have
sworn an oath to protect.

The Australian government has rules
for who can become an Australian citi-
zen.

Once you have taken the oath to be an
Australian citizen, no matter your back-
ground, you are thenceforth an Austra-
lian citizen.

New migrants swear an oath to uphold
and respect Australian laws and demo-
cratic values.

I know I administered that oath many
times as Mayor of Greater Dandenong.

This does put some pressure on those
who were already here and who were
comfortable with the then-existing White
Australia model. We are now required to
adapt to what can seem to be very differ-
ent values and behaviours of our fellow
citizens, but that is our current duty.

This doesn’t mean giving up our values,
but it does mean respecting the strongly
held views of others with whom we must
coexist.

I suggest adopting a curious mindset.

If migrants have become legitimate

have all the rights that attach to all Austra-
lian citizens, that is the nature of a democ-
racy. Also, they become those for whom I
see it as my duty to protect.

Kevin Walsh RFD, Cape Paterson

The ‘Sentinel-Times’ encourages readers to
write with issues of interest or concern but
letters that have a local reference point will
be given priority. Writers are also urged to be
brief where possible. Letters may be edited
for space and legal reasons, and must be
submitted with the author’s name and contact
details of which only the name and town
location will appear.

* FAITH FACTOR

Looking For Peace

By Assistant Pastor, Karen Thorp,
Grace Chapel, Archies Creek

THIS Sunday is International Day of
Peace.

It raises a question: Will this world ever
be at peace? The answer to this and many
other mysteries can be found in the Bible.

While world peace is a great idea, it
was Jesus who said we will see no end of
conflict until His second and final return.
On that day, ‘every knee should bow and
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord.’ Philippians 2:10. Then there will
be peace! Peace will rule when all creation
acknowledges the authority of Jesus on
the Earth.

So, knowing world peace is unattain-
able until then, what do we do?

We are all responsible for attaining a
culture of peace within ourselves and
where we live. It starts with each of us.

I've found peace by searching for the
will of God for my life and then doing it.
I discovered this long ago: Jesus is the
author of peace, He is the giver of peace,
and He is known as the Prince of Peace. I
have found joy and blessings while on my
search for peace by doing the will of God.
In the Bible, it says, “... blessed are those
who hear the word of God and keep it!”
Luke 11:28

This is something worth remember-
ing, our obedience produces peace, peace
leads to joy and joy is followed with bless-
ings. Each step relies on the previous. We
can benefit greatly from pursuing the will
of God because in doing so, the weight of
this world is lifted off us.

God wants us to live with the gift of
peace, but there is only one way to get it.
God is the one who is the giver of perfect
peace; it's available to everyone who hum-
bly comes before the God of the Bible and
allows themselves to be led by Him. May
the giver of peace grant you peace.




Community connected with
nature and W|IdI|fe at open day

THE theme for this year’s
Phillip Island Nature Parks
Community Open Day was
connect with nature, wildlife
and community.

PINP’s hub is at Churchill
Island and they wanted to
open it up for people to go
along and connect with the
Nature Parks partners, initia-
tives and projects.

“This is the day that we're
able to connect the communi-
ty to lots of the conservation
work and tourism work that
we do. It's about providing a
bit of fun as well as trying to
expose people to the fact that
its more than just the ven-
ues that we're all about,” ex-
plained PINP CEO, Catherine
Basterfield.

There were 15 different
stallholders on the day, in-
cluding the Phillip Island
Conservation Society, Wildlife
Coast cruises, the Bunurong
Land Council Aboriginal Cor-
poration, National Surfing
Reserve, Friends of Churchill
Island, Landcare, Western-
port Water, and Bass Coast
Reconciliation Network.

“These are all people that
we work with throughout the
year. It's a chance to come to-
gether and to celebrate,” said
Kim Dunstan, community en-
gagement officer.

“We've got representation
from local schools as well.
They've been invited to show-
case their music, with Ne-
whaven College up on stage
this morning. We've got Green
Room Concepts, which is stu-
dents from all over the Bass
Coast Shire here through-
out the day. And then, just a
whole lot of fun.”
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Phillip Island Nature Parks welcomed the commumty to Churchill Island on Saturday for
a day of fun, adventure and learning with Dr Duncan Sutherland senior scientist, Catherine
Basterfield CEO, Kim Dunstan community engagement officer and Ewan MacLeod content

coordinator. obl4 3725
L i 1‘r

Noelene and Linda

ob16_3725

showcased the
heritage and history of Churchill Island’s
historic homestead, cottages and clothing.

Bob was showing how the blacksmiths did
it once upon a time, creating a hook to hang
stuff on. ob15_3725

Eden and Koby were exclted to dress up in army fatigues
at the National Vietnam Veterans Museum Community having some lunch and said the best thing about the day

Open Day on Saturday. ob11 3725

A fun family day at the Vietham Veterans Museum

CAMO face paint was being
applied, combat uniforms
were donned and small air-
craft were being launched
through the air at the Na-
tional Vietnam Veterans Mu-
seum Community Open Day
on Saturday.

Being held in conjunction
with the Churchill Island
Community Open Day, Gen-
eral Manager of the Museum,
Braxton Laine, said it was an
opportunity for locals, espe-
cially, to come and visit and
check out what they drive
past every day.

Putting on a day that is fun
and has something for a good
cross section of people was
also a key part of the event,
he said, with face painting,
plane flying, colouring in,

dress up photos and a sau-
sage sizzle.

“It's a way of engaging the
little ones with activities
while the mums and dads
can wander around and have
a look at some stuff and en-
gage with the place,” said
Braxton.

Braxton also commented
that the new National Viet-
nam  Veterans  Museum,
which is being built, is a cou-
ple of weeks away from start-
ing on the driveway, which
marks the fourth leg of the
project.

“It will change the fabric of
Phillip Island because of the
massive landscape precinct
museum,” said Braxton.

A large component will be
for the community.

Relieved of their combat duties, Koby and Eden were

was winning a glider to take home. ob13_3725

Estelle and Travis were having a wonderful time seeing
how far they could fly the gliders at the National Vietnam
Veterans Museum. ob12 3725

Gordon Morrison and Bruce Grainger
from Leongatha Rotary Club at their
Second Hand Furniture and Book store,
which continually raises funds to help
out people and causes. obO1_3725

Leongatha Rotary
Club’s gift that
keeps on giving

THE Leongatha Rotary Club’s second-
hand furniture and book shop at the old
Leongatha Fire Station is the gift that
keeps on giving.

Books and furniture are donated from
locals and are sold on, with profits going
to the charities and projects the Club de-
cide to support.

“We've been going now for about two
years and it's proved to be exceptionally
successful,” said Leongatha Rotarian, who
runs the shop, Bruce Grainger, who cred-
its Shirley Seabrook with the original idea
and establishment of the business.

“The main source of furniture is people
downsizing and deceased estates. Because
with deceased estates, the kids don’t want
the stuff because it doesn’t fit into their
house, not the right style, etc.”

“People have a lot of issues moving it
online, so it’s either us or the tip, and it
costs a small fortune to deposit the sec-
ond-hand furniture at the tip.”

The Rotary club have recently acquired
a new enclosed van and they collect fur-
niture on Tuesdays from as far afield as
Mirboo North, Foster, Inverloch, Wonthag-
gi and Korumburra.

The weekly collections keep the shop
filled with a constant supply of new items,
which turnover fairly quickly.

“It's mainly people who are establishing
or young people, establishing a new home,
setting up granny flats, setting up holiday
homes, things like that, and just people
after the odd knick-knack,” explained
Bruce.

“It also enables us to help out needy
families. We've been able to effectively fur-
nish entire houses on occasion, for quite a
reasonable outlay on the part of the fam-
ily,” explained Bruce.

The large library of second-hand books
is also popular.

“Even if you don’t sell any furniture on a
given day, you'll always sell a book.”

With proceeds from the shop donated
to drought and flood aid, the SkyHydrant
project in Timor-Leste, Marty Moo’s Cam-
bodian project, Mercy Ships Australia,
Koonwarra bike shelter, and funds are
also being set aside for a substantial con-
tribution to the Woorayl Lodge develop-
ment.

“It's a very rewarding project to be in-
volved in. Because we're helping people.
We're alleviating some people of the prob-
lem of getting rid of this stuff, and on the
other hand, we're helping other families
establish a household and, of course,
we’re adding to our funds in the process.”

“There’s always something (to donate
to). And it's good to have this gift that
keeps giving,” said Bruce.

Coffee with the new cop

THE last Sunday in August saw new lo-
cal police officer in Loch, Senior Consta-
ble Giuseppe Conti, sit down with other
police from Korumburra Police Station,
to meet with local community members
from Loch and surrounds for the inaugu-
ral ‘Coffee With A Cop'.

Police answered questions about many
issues in the community such as road
safety and personal security. Community
members also wore something blue to
honour the two police officers who died
recently in the line of duty.

SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES | TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16,2025 | 19



Joel Stevenson has his hair painted in
the colours of the rainbow.

Bright colours spark
conversations

AT CARINYA, we believe in spark-
ing conversations that matter, and this
year’'s R U OK? Day was no exception.
To shine a light on the importance of
checking in with each other, our leisure
and wellbeing coordinator, Vince Le-
thbridge, and Joel Stevenson, co-CEO
corporate services, stepped up in a tru-
ly bold way. Both volunteered to have
their hair bleached and dyed in every
colour of the rainbow!

With the skilled hands of our much-
loved hairdresser Duncan guiding
the process, residents had the op-
portunity to join in and help dye
Vince’s and Joel’s hair. The laugh-
ter and smiles filled the room
reminding us all of the simple power of
connection.

While the activity was lighthearted
and fun, the message was deeply im-
portant asking “R U OK?” can change
a life. By taking part, Vince and Joel
not only showed their commitment to
raising awareness but also encouraged
conversations about mental health and
the importance of looking out for one
another.

We are proud to continue building a
community where support, inclusion,
and care go hand in hand. R U OK?
Day is a reminder that at Carinya, every
conversation matters and no one walks
alone.

Are You Okay?
Day at WNPS

LAST week, Wonthaggi North
Primary School held a special WOW
Day to celebrate R U OK? Day.
Everyone wore yellow to show they
care about each other and to remind
us how important it is to ask, “Are
you OK? everyday.

Students joined in fun and
thoughtful activities like “A Recipe
for a Good Friend,” “Me and My
Friend,” and “Wanted: A Good
Friend.” These helped students learn
what makes a good friend and how to
support one another. It was a bright,
happy day full of kindness, sharing,
and connection.

Inaugural Pink Bowl a success

CORINELLA Bowls Club
hosted its first Pink Bowl on
Sunday.

This women’s only tourna-
ment proved to be an excel-
lent success for the club, and it
was anticipated to have raised
$4000 for the McGrath Foun-
dation.

Of this tally, $1625 was raised
from the raffle alone, which in-
cluded locally donated prizes.

Sixty-four bowlers took part
in the day, travelling from Mel-
bourne and locally based clubs
to be involved.

Among the bowlers was Bass
Coast Shire Council Mayor Cr
Rochelle Halstead, who praised
the event and its contribution
to the McGrath Foundation.

It was brought to the atten-
tion of Corinella Bowls Club’s
Steve Bray that a women's
tournament needed to be a fix-
ture on the calendar, and what
resulted was an exceptional
outcome.

“We decided to link the tour-
nament with the McGrath
Foundation, who supplied us
with shirts and a trophy. We
had the men doing the cooking
and serving on the day, while
the women enjoyed their day of
bowls,” Steve said.

“We are going to make this
an annual event. We love doing
our tournaments here at Cori-
nella and it has been fantastic.”

The event included breakfast
and champagne, a roast lunch,
pink slushies, and nail and
face painting,

There were prizes for best
dressed and singer Paul Hogan
provided the entertainment
through the afternoon.

Denise Cole, Samantha Cole-Surjan and Heather George competed at the Corinella Bowls
Club in support of the McGrath Foundation on Sunday. Tk0O6_3725

Jo Cartmel and Amanda Slack took part in
the Pink Bowl at the Corinella Bowls Club.
Tk07_3725

Corinella Bowls Club’s Steve Bray with
Bass Coast Shire Council Mayor Cr Rochelle
Halstead, who competed in the inaugural
Pink Bowl on Sunday. TkO04 3725

Relax and wander at the Corinella Community I\/Iarket_

HELD at the Harold Hughes
Reserve, the Corinella Commu-
nity Market was a relaxed affair
on Saturday, without the hustle
and bustle of bigger markets.

Attendees took their time to
browse, catch up with friends
and grab a coffee, a plant or a
knick-knack from the assort-
ment of interesting stalls.

Once a month the market oc-
curs, organised by local Gwen
Watson along with some help
from the Corinella CFA and the
Corinella Residents and Rate-
payers Association.

Gwen commented that they
have both local stalls and others
from further afield, but attend-
ees are always guaranteed to
find good coffee and good food
at the market.

A French bakery attended this
past weekend, as well as au-
thentic Indian food and the CFA
crew were cooking up the trusty
sausage in bread.

Funds are raised through the
sausage sizzle for the CFA and
a gate raffle is also held for the
brigade, with the crew getting
70 per cent of the proceeds
and the rest going to other local
community groups.

Young Clarke was also there
selling chocolates to help raise
money for a new playground for
the Newhaven Primary School.

Victoria Ambulance will be at-
tending the October market to
talk about first aid and provide
education about CPR for those
interested.

The Corinella CFA will also be
holding a benefit concert and
dance, Equinox Rox, featur-
ing five local bands on Satur-
day, September 20 from 7pm.
Tickets are available from their
Facebook page.
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The Corinella CFA Crew were doing their regular Saturday market gig, cooking up a
sausage sizzle storm for attendees to raise money for the brigade. ob10_3725

Inia with sports-mad Clarke, who was
selling chocolates to help raise money for
a new playground for Newhaven Primary
School. ob09 3725

Joy and Wayne from Joyous Gardens
in Nyora are regulars at the Corinella

Community Market, bringing a good
selection of plants for people to buy.
ob08 3725
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Bass Coast Stock Feeds manager Simone Gracey, owner Colin Kelly and retail assistant

Cheryl Wilkinson display some of the Cherish food range. AO1_3625

Bass Coast Stock Feeds delivers
expertise and a wide range

OFFERING a large range of
feed and care products for ani-
mals, including livestock, cats,
dogs, horses and birds, Bass
Coast Stock Feeds in Grant-
ville provides friendly and ex-
pert advice.

Staff are happy to chat about
the health and existing diet of
your animals and make suit-
able suggestions on feed and
other care products.

Store owner Colin Kelly
comes from a farming back-
ground, while manager Sim-
one Gracey and retail assistant
Cheryl Wilkinson bring horse
expertise.

“We all have years of experi-
ence in owning and attending
to animals,” Colin said.

He stressed that the business
operators pride themselves on
running an independent store,
explaining, “We don't have
any affiliation to brands or

companies.”

“We're quite open for people
to order that one-off thing with
our weekly deliveries,” Colin
added, noting there is no mini-
mum quantity.

Local delivery is available.

The staff’s pets are happy to
test the products, with hand-
some store cat and mascot
Charlie even having his own
range of dried food.

He continues to charm cus-
tomers who follow his exploits,
such as his past appearances
in the paper, and took it in his
stride when awoken from an
afternoon nap for his latest
modelling assignment.

Along with lots of other vari-
eties, dog and cat food brand
Cherish is now available, being
Australian-made and owned,
the store supporting Austra-
lian manufacturers whenever
possible.

That approach helps obtain
stock in a timely fashion as op-
posed to waiting on deliveries
from overseas.

In addition to packaged food,
there is a choice of hay, of which
the business has sourced and
supplied a full range through-
out a challenging season, with
lucerne and oaten hay among
the varieties available.

As well as pet and livestock
products, the store has a
popular selection of firewood,
with  kiln-dried hardwood,
Red Gum and local Blue Gum
available in bulka bags or 20-
kilo bags.

In exciting news, Bass Coast
Stock Feeds will be moving
into new premises next door to
its current location in the com-
ing months, with abundant
extra space allowing for more
stock to provide even greater
choice for customers.

Waterline Library celebrates official opening

THE Waterline Community
Library has officially opened
in its new home at Unit 3,
1524 Bass Highway, Grant-
ville. The milestone was
marked with a ribbon-cutting
ceremony and morning tea at-
tended by Bass Coast Mayor
Cr Rochelle Halstead, Cr Jan
Thompson, Jodi Kennedy
from Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil, Myli - My Community
Library representatives, and
other guests.

The new location has been
welcoming visitors since May
2025, but the event provided
the opportunity to formally
recognise the move and the
work involved in preparing
the new space.

Since relocating, member-
ship has grown by 16 per cent,
with many new members join-
ing the Open Access program,
giving them the convenience
of using an Access Fob to visit
the library between 7am and
8pm each day. This flexibility
makes it easier for people to
enjoy the library at a time that

el il
Bass Coast Cr Jan Thompson, Mayor Rochelle Halstead
and Pamela Richmond.

suits their busy schedules.

The library’s expanding
calendar of events has been
well received, from Story-
Time, Baby Rhyme Time, and
school holiday activities for
families, to the popular Book
Chat group, writers’ support
group, and other programs
for adults.

Myli thanked its team for
their efforts in setting up the

new space, highlighting the
library’s role in supporting
learning, connection, and well-
being across the community.
Mayor Halstead praised the
library as a safe and inclusive
place for Bass Coast residents.
The Waterline Community
Library is proudly managed
by Myli - My Community Li-
brary in partnership with
Bass Coast Shire Council.

Sotusday SOOamm - Enoan

HERE

solutions
redit
Post

ipplies

Sales assistants Mary Mifsud and Jaime Poulier are ready to offer
a friendly greeting and expert service at the Corinella General Store.
Corinella General Store is a community-oriented shop and meeting
point, with a healthy selection of products to suit your needs locally,
the happy crew ready to look after you, with the business offering
groceries, takeaway food, post office services, fishing licences and
plenty more. AO5_3625
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Manager Bruce Van Steensel with some of the thriving plants avail-
able in the Van Steensel Timbers nursery. It’s springtime and ev-
erything’s starting to look good, including a fantastic selection of
natives that are mostly locally grown, callistemons are coming into
flower and the advanced trees are delightful, and fruit trees are in
blossom, showing fruiting clusters, with Van Steensel stocking a wide
range of products to support your spring gardening needs.A04 3625

S & P Heavy Mechanical has been keeping Grantville and the
surrounding district moving for more than 10 years. Conveniently
located in the Grantville Industrial Precinct, right beside Bass Coast
Stock Feed, the business is locally owned and operated by Patrick
Robertson. From cars to trucks and tractors, the experienced team
can handle it all, including automotive air conditioning, delivering
reliable service and repairs for every customer. Pictured are Patrick
and qualified mechanic Jack, part of the trusted team dedicated to
keeping the community on the road. CO3_ 3725
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Grantville Market is
back every first Sunday

AFTER a brief hiatus, the Grantville
Market will trade on the first Sunday of
the month throughout Spring, Summer,
Autumn and Winter. The idea is to keep
the market going even through the colder
months when many local markets take a
break.

Undercover sites are available in the large
shed, the hall, as well as under the veranda
areas.

“We have discounted the site fee from $25
to $20 per site outdoors (5 x 4 metre) or $20
per table inside the shed, hall, or veranda so
as to encourage more stalls to attend,” the
Grantville Recreation Reserve Committee of
Management secretary, Di Goeman said.

“The aim of the new Committee is to grow
the Sunday market and turn it into the
iconic event it once used to be. We welcome
more stallholders and encourage variety
and diversity so as to cater to a cross sec-
tion of market goers.”

The Grantville Hall and Recreation Re-
serve are on land managed by The Depart-
ment of Energy, Environment and Climate
Action (DEECA) and not the Bass Coast
Shire.

As there is no ongoing funding from either
state or local government, the committee
relies on income from the market and hall
bookings to cover the ongoing maintenance
costs of the hall, the necessary insurances,
utility bills, any improvements as well as the
general upkeep of the reserve including the
mowing/gardening,

For more information about the market or
the hall visit our website: grantvillehall.com.
au, email: Grantvillerechall@gmail.com or
phone Di on 0418 581816.

Community Bank

and Cowes

We deliver the products and
technology you'd expect from a big
bank, plus the personal service you
wouldn't.

As one of Australia’s biggest banks,
our heartland remains firmly local. As
does our focus on you and the quality
banking products you need.

B Bendigo Bank

San Remo District, Grantville & District

No one gets left behind.

IT WAS a proud moment
for Community Bank Grant-
ville & District's Kim Grant
on September 3, when she
was named winner of the
2024-25 Community In-
volvement Award  (Indi-
vidual) at Bendigo Bank’s
Victorian/Tasmania State
Awards.

Kim was recognised for her
tireless community contribu-
tion — a commitment that has
touched many lives in the Wa-
terline area over her nearly
15 years at Bendigo Bank’s
Grantville branch, joining the
team when it opened.

Her leadership in the Off
Your Back winter coat drive
and the much-loved Christ-
mas Tree gift initiative are
two of many initiatives she
has run over the years,
which have brightened many
local lives from the footy
fields to the Christmas tree.

Speaking after the an-
nouncement, Kim admitted
she was shocked and over-
whelmed. But anyone who
knows her work won't be
surprised.

“We  started collecting

coats a few years ago. I saw
it online and thought, ‘What
a great idea!l” At first, they
went into a big city drive,
but we wanted to keep it

Kim Grant’s 15 years of giving back have been recognised
at Bendigo Bank’s Victorian/Tasmanian Awards ceremony.

CO1_3725

local. Now every year, from
June to September, people
look forward to cleaning out
their cupboards and bring-
ing them in. It's incredible
to see the generosity going
straight to those who need
them here at home,” Kim
smiled, a huge pile of coats
waiting in the corner to head
off to their new homes after
two lots went earlier in the
season.

The Christmas Tree ini-
tiative has become just as
special. For years, Kim has
helped coordinate donations
of gifts for children whose
families are doing it tough.

Local groups identify the
children anonymously, and
the community rallies, fill-
ing the front portion of the
Bendigo Bank branch with
presents. Kim admitting she
collects presents throughout

the year - three boxes al-
ready filled in preparation.

“I'd hate for my grand-
child, or anyone’s child, to
go without at Christmas,”
Kim said.

“And thanks to our com-
munity, they don’t.”

Her passion comes from
a simple place: wanting to
help.

“You'd be surprised how
many local families and in-
dividuals are vulnerable.
But you also see how amaz-
ing our community is — they
want to help others. I love
it.”

The awards night also
saw other regional stars
acknowledged. San Remo’s
Kim Grinham and Cowes’
Win Deed both received
nominations under the Crit-
ical Few Behaviour Awards,
while the Cowes branch was
named Branch of the Year.
On top of that, the South
Coast region won Region of
the Year.

The Off Ya Back winter
coat drive is still underway
at Grantville, San Remo and
Cowes, with Christmas pres-
ent donations welcome from
mid-October. If you'd like
to help out, but are unsure
what might be needed, pop
into the branch and Kim and
the team are more than hap-
py to advise on ages/gender.

Your town.
Your bank.

Everything you need

Feel good about who you bank with. Try
Bendigo.

Find out more. Search Bendigo Bank near
me.

San Remo District 5678 5833 -
Grantville & District 5678 8773 -
Cowes 5952 3383

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879 A1455027 OUT_47048580, 12/09/2025
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Heavy Mechanical

ON SITE & WORKSHOP SERVICE

& Cars & Trucks <3 Fleet maintenance
& Mechanical, electrical, and hydraulic repairs

24 HOUR BREAKDOWN SERVICE
9678 8472 0438 003 129

FACTORY 3/6-10 GRANTVILLE DRIVE, GRANTVILLE

ME0614

BUILDING, RENOVATING OR
MAINTAINING YOUR HOME?

We have you covered with our extensive
range of timber, hardware and plants

Our knowledgeable staff can assist you with your needs

HM12982

Corner Corinella turn off and Bass Hwy, Grantville

OPEN 7 DAYS 5678 8552 €l VansteenselTimbers



LOCATED right on the Western Port
Bay foreshore, Frenchview Lifestyle
Village offers beautiful, low-mainte-
nance homes in a friendly, like-minded
community environment. We also love |
pets, so your four-legged friends are
more than welcome!

We have quality, affordable, brand-
new two-bedroom homes and some
lovely pre-loved homes with various
layouts available for sale in the village.
If you are looking for a low-mainte-
nance sea change, we’d love you to pop
in and have a cuppa with our friendly
staff and take a tour of the village!

Residents of our established com-
munity love Frenchview’s quiet atmo-
sphere and community feel. Being
right on the foreshore, there are plenty
of lovely places nearby to relax and en-
joy the view with a coffee, take a short
walk or enjoy a meal at a local café.
Within close proximity to Phillip Is-
land and the greater Bass Coast and
only 25 minutes from Wonthaggi, the
village really is the perfect sea-change
for those looking to downsize but still
remain within 90 minutes of the Mel-
bourne CBD.

Village residents enjoy a number of
excellent facilities, such as our saltwa-
ter inground pool, BBQ areas, large
off-leash dog area, community facility
and tearoom and plenty of access to
the foreshore.

Contact our Village Manager on 5678
8232 for more information, or to or-
ganise a tour of our lovely village — we
can’'t wait to show you the Frenchview
Lifestyle Village lifestyle!

Stockfeed and
pet supplies
for all animals
in Bass Coast

Whether it be your
chook, horse, cattle,
dog, rabbit or cat

Factory 1, Grantville Drive, Grantville

Phone 5678 8933

Experience the Frenchview Village lifestyle for yourself

GORINELLA GENERAL'STO

SERVING THE COMMUN =R 1235 EARS

Renp—

Offering a wide range of
goods including:
» Arange of takeaway food and
hamburgers ¢ Bottle shop
* Fresh meat, fruit and veg
* Hardware, bait and tackle
 Auspost with services including
Billpay and Parcel post

HM11964

QUALITY, AFFORDABLE, PET FRIENDLY OVER 50'S
LIVING ON THE WESTERNPORT BAY FORESHORE!
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Off the plan options available e Pet friendly
No entry or exit fees e Various village amenities
No stamp duty included

Simplified sale process e Peaceful semi-rural setting
Secure entry and exit gates with an established, like
minded community

*Site fees apply.

frenchviewlifestylevillage.com.au

S

LETTALE WrEEdBL

22 Pier Rd, Grantville VIC 3984 | 03 5678 8232
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Big nights ahead
at Leongatha RSL

FAB Friday Nerrena Cricket
Club on September 19

GET ready to unleash the fun
and hit some sixes for the Nerrena
Cricket Club on Fab Friday Nights,
September 19. All the cash raked
in from the meat raffle and Joker
Poker tickets will power up the
club’s ambitions. You could bag a
whopping $500 in meaty delights,
Joker Poker cash from a neat $50
to a jaw-dropping $2600, members’
cash prizes soaring from $1000 to
an eye-popping $5000.

80’s Night with Catnip
the Band on Saturday,
September 20

GROOVE to the Greatest Hits
from the ‘60s to the ‘80s. Get ready
to twist, shout, and dance the night
away with Catnip the Band, your
ultimate time machine back to the
golden era of rock, soul, and clas-
sic pop. From Bruce Springsteen,
Bryan Adams, The Eagles, Rob-
ert Palmer, Joe Cocker, Dragon,
Paul Kelly, Billie Joel, Stevie Won-
der, John Cougar Mellencamp and
more. Catnip delivers all your fa-
vourite tunes with high-energy vibes
and a whole lot of soul. One night
only — limited seating, maximum
dancing. Get your move, groove,
and feel the beat. Tickets include a
chef’s selection buffet dinner. Doors
open at 6pm, meals at 6.30pm -
music starts at 8pm. Tickets: 870
per person.

FAB Friday Biketoberfest
Friday, October 3

SUPPORT Biketoberfest during
Fab Friday nights on October 3.
Every cent profited from the meat
raffle and joker poker ticket sales
will help them to put on another
spectacular Biketoberfest event. Let
the games begin.

FAB Friday South
Gippsland Shire Brass Band
Friday, October 10

STEP right up and join the South
Gippsland Brass Band for a FAB
Friday extravaganza on October
10. We're talking $500 worth of
meat trays, thrilling joker poker, a
members’ draw, and S5 schooners.
It's going to be an evening burst-
ing with laughter, friendship, and
a treasure trove of prizes. Whether
youre a band booster or a newbie,
everyone’s invited to bask in the
fun. Don't let this golden opportu-
nity to support the band pass you
by — mark your calendars for an un-
forgettable night.

PINK - Tribute Show
Saturday, October 11

GET ready to raise your glass
and feel all the raw energy of one of
the world’s most fearless perform-
ers with Hot Pink — The Australian
Tribute Show. Celebrating the pow-
erhouse vocals, explosive stage pres-
ence, and chart-topping hits of Plnk,
this high-octane live show brings you
all the anthems you know and love
— from “So What” and “Raise Your
Glass” to ‘Just Like a Pill” and “What
About Us”. With stunning vocals, dy-
namic choreography, and a whole lot
of attitude, Hot Pink is a must-see
tribute experience that honours the
spirit and strength of Plnk herself.
In support of a cause close to many
hearts, $5 from every individual
ticket sold will be donated to the
National Breast Cancer Foundation
Australia, helping fund crucial re-
search, support, and awareness ini-
tiatives across the country. It's more
than just a show - it's a celebration
of music, empowerment, and mak-
ing a difference.

Be sure to secure your spot at
any of these events by calling 5662
2747 or book online at leongatha-
rsl.com.au.

Christine Peters Best Intermediate Any

(Coelogyne Unchained Melody). B23 3725

First-time exhibitor wins Champion
Orchid at South Gippsland Orchid Show

NEW member and first-time
entrant in the annual South
Gippsland Orchid Show, Ray-
mond Gribble of Bairnsdale,
won this year’s Champion Or-
chid of Show with a truly stun-
ning Australian native orchid
Dendrobium Ray’s Quest.

Despite a breathtaking line-up
of outstanding orchids from doz-
ens of local growers, judges were
impressed by the presentation,
colour and vigour of Raymond’s
entry.

“I wished it was mine,” said
show marshall Julie Kilgour.

“It was a very healthy plant.”

Last year’s Champion Orchid
of Show winner, Lita Gill im-
pressed the judges again this
year with Best Species in Show
and Best Specimen in Show for
two Dendrobiums.

Daryl Mills took home two
Champions of Show ribbons for
quite different orchids, a delicate
Dendrobium Regal Hilda Star of
Gold hybrid and a more tradi-
tional Darch Freak Mars Cym-
bidium.

Julie Kilgour said entries were
strong across all categories, al-
though many growers had com-
mented that with a delayed start
to spring, many orchids were
still in bud.

Volunteers were kept busy
right from when the doors
opened early on Friday morning,

“We had a hundred Cymbidi-
ums, and nearly all were sold in
the first hour,” said Julie.

“The early buyers are always
after the best blooms.”

Nearly one thousand orchid
enthusiasts and club members
attended the 35th Annual South
Gippsland Orchid Show from
Korumburra, Leongatha, Cowes,
San Remo, Inverloch and Wont-
haggi over two days.

Reflecting on the success of the
show, Julie Kilgour said it is al-
ways a team effort.

“We think we've got it right.”

Next year the South Gippsland
Orchid Society hopes to encour-
age more interest from young
growers with categories for ju-
nior members.

Results 35th Annual
South Gippsland
Orchid Show

e Champion Orchid of Show:
Raymond Gribble (Dendro-
bium Ray’s Quest)

* Reserve Champion Orchid:
Daryl Mills (Dendrobium Re-
gal Hilda x Star of Gold)

* Best Cymbidium: Daryl Mills
(Darch Freak Mars)

* Best Australian Native: Ray-
mond Gribble (Dendrobium

Ray’s Quest)

* Best Species in Show: Lita
Gill (Dendrobium specio-
sum)

* Best Other Genera Hybrid:
Gary Neilson (Masdevallia
Rubicon Noojee Purple)

* Best Specimen in Show: Lita
Gill (Dendrobium Gracious
Cascades)

Other Genre

Allen Archbold of Pound Creek First Pnze Any Other Genus
Species (Maxillaria picta). B24 3725

Julie Kilgour Show Marshall and Life Member of the South
Gippsland Orchid Society with Raymond Gribble’s Champion
Orchid of Show (Dendrobium Ray’s Quest). B31_3725

Lita Gill Best Specles in Show (Dendroblum speciosum) and
Best Specimen in Show (Dendrobium Gracious Cascades).

B22 3725

Horticulture history to come to life for community

A CLUB that has been run-
ning for 65 years has a vast
amount of history.

Welshpool and District Hor-
ticultural Society (W&DHS)
life club member and horti-
culturist Rob Gyles has vol-
untarily taken on the huge
task of collecting and compil-
ing the club’s history.

It has been amazing to see
what people have had stored
in various places.

Members have donated from
the back of the cupboards
more than 2000 documents
and 800 photos.

Rob spent so much time at
the Foster Mirror office read-
ing through back copies of
the paper from 1960 to find
articles about the club, that
then owner of the Mirror, Rob
Best, thought of Rob as a staff
member.

The club started in 1960
and had 40 members by 1961.

Currently, there are around
80 members.

The club has run an Autumn
and Spring Show since 1960
and the popular Plant Stall
started in 1994 in the Welshpool
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Rob Gyles has been busy curating Welshpool and District
Horticultural Society’s 65-year-long history.

Hall lobby, then shifted to the
old supper room in 2003, and
into the current purpose-built
nursery at the back of the hall
in 2017.

Rob has now organised the
various items into sections
and files at his home.

Included in the collection
are photos, newsletters, show
schedules, meeting minutes,
treasurers’ reports, officer bear-
ers, club trips and excursions,

and press articles.

Rob is also going to include
‘mini biographies’ of current
members telling how and why
they became part of the club.

Members have helped with
gardens at the Welshpool Mar-
itime Museum, Toora Nursing
Home, and Welshpool and
Foster Primary Schools’ veg-
etable gardens.

Turning the collection into a
book was certainly not Rob’s

intention when he started
the task, but well-known lo-
cal author Mary Ellis recently
contacted Rob offering to help
him do just that.

The club is very excited
about the suggestion and very
grateful to Rob for taking on
this mammoth task.

If anyone has anything
about the club they think Rob
might be interested in, he
is happy to be contacted on
0419 544 514 or via email at
rob.gyles@gmail.com.

The club is delighted that
Rob is going to officially open
the Spring Show on Friday,
October 31, at 2pm at the
Welshpool Memorial Hall.

The theme of this show is
Halloween, which should
inspire some amazing and
quirky entries.

This year’s show will run
on Friday, October 31, from
1.30pm to 5pm and Satur-
day, November 1, from 10am
to 4pm.

The club is looking for-
ward to seeing all its regular
and new garden lovers at the
show.



WHAT’S ON

YOUR LOCAL GUIDE TO ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

BILLY Elliot the Musical is com-
ing to Leongatha, and while audi-
ences must wait until July to ex-
perience it, preparations are well
underway, the role of Billy already
filled following an August audi-
tion.

Further auditions were held on
the weekend, with those selected
for adult leads and ensemble or
as ballet girls to be announced
soon.

It's an exciting challenge for di-
rector Joel Stevenson, the Leon-
gatha Lyric Theatre show com-
fortably his largest production yet,
his experience working with Colin
Mitchell OAM and other directors
giving him confidence he is well
prepared for the responsibility.

With the decision to perform Bil-
ly Elliot locked in by July last year,
there’s already been extensive dis-
cussion on what that might look
like and how to present the show
to ensure its success.

Joel is also designing the set.

While planning always starts
a long way in advance for all the
company’s musicals, auditions
were held a little earlier this time,
with rehearsals, or at least dance
classes, expected to start by late
this year.

“Its going to be a really de-
manding show because we have
a requirement to replicate the
original choreography from Billy
Elliot that you would have seen on
a professional stage,” Joel said,
with that obligation built into the
contractual rights for the produc-
tion.

There is some flexibility allowed,

i ;
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The creative Team behind Leongatha Lyric Theatre’s
production of Billy Elliot is already busy with the show. Assistant
Choreographer - Bri Robb, Choreographer - Bron Croatto,
Musical Director - Carmel Slater and Director — Joel Stevenson.

with Lyric Theatre unable to repli-
cate a dream scene in which Billy
flies during a big dance number.

While every effort will be made
from a choreography point of view
to bring the same kind of move-
ment and look to the show as was
the case in Melbourne, there is
room for originality in other ele-
ments, such as set design.

Joel has worked closely with
vastly experienced director and
set designer Colin on a few shows,
beginning with School of Rock
in Wonthaggi, in which Joel per-
formed.

Joel was Colin’s assistant direc-
tor for the Lyric Theatre produc-
tion of ‘Into the Woods’, Colin’s
final show for the company as di-
rector.

The Australian Abba Show

RIVERVIEW HOTEL

TAEWN LOWER

SEPTEMBER 20

e
TICKETS @ OZTIX or SCAN FOR DETAILS

Colin has offered his perspective
on design concepts for Billy Elliot
in Leongatha, multiple iterations
of those concepts were already
developed prior to that, and some
tweaks inspired by the expert ad-
vice.

Although filling the role of Billy
shaped as a daunting task, Mason
Athanasiadis from the Latrobe
Valley impressed.

“Mason blew us away with his
audition; his talent is immense, as
is Jude Fisher’s,” Joel said, Jude
from Bass Coast chosen to play
Michael Caffrey, the director hav-
ing worked with him on a couple
of previous productions, ‘School
of Rock’ and ‘Kinky Boots’.

Joel said both Mason and Jude
would likely be at home on a

professional stage.

Lyric will again provide opportu-
nities for young performers, with
11 filling ballet roles and a few
others in the ensemble.

Joel described himself as rela-
tively new in the theatre space,
always having an interest but not
seeing the opportunity while grow-
ing up in central Queensland.

After his move to Victoria, it
took him a couple of years to audi-
tion for a show, but he has thrown
himself into theatre since, find-
ing the whole process of bringing
a production together interesting
and enjoyable.

“Even in my first couple of
shows, I was looking for differ-
ent ways to help, painting sets or
building sets, helping out behind
the scenes however I could,” Joel
said.

The key to directing is being
across all aspects of the show to
bring it all together.

“I've found it so rewarding to sit
back on opening night and think
about all of the people that you've
brought together, all on a volun-
teer basis, to make this wonderful
thing happen for the community,”
Joel said of his previous experi-
ences as director.

The sense of community and
the chance to provide a comfort-
able environment for people who
mightn’t fit into other settings,
such as sporting clubs, are re-
warding elements of local theatre,
both at Lyric and elsewhere.

Joel’s only regret is not being in-
volved in theatre sooner, but he’s
making up for that now.

Deep South
Brass 8 head to
Phillip Island
Bowls Club

PHILLIP Island Jazz Club
welcomes Deep South Brass
8 on September 21 at 2pm in
their first-ever appearance at
the club.

Inspired by the contem-
porary brass bands of New
Orleans, Deep South Brass
8 plays an infectious mix
of originals and popular
charts, including jazz/funk/
blues originals. With nods
to The Big Easy’s luminar-
ies of Trombone Shorty, Jon
Cleary, Dr John, and the
Rebirth Brass Band, Deep
South Brass 8's big, bold
brass also brings a few sur-
prise interpretations of some
old favourites.

Playing in the band will be
Neil Gracey: trumpet/trom-
bone/band leader, Matt Dixon:
trombone/vocals, Mark Syl-
vio: trumpet/vocals, Sean Ni-
hill: trumpet/composer, Jus-
tin Abicare: alto sax/flute, Jim
Glasson: tenor and baritone
sax, Andrew Murray: key-
board and Roy John: drums.

It promises to be a great af-
ternoon’s entertainment, and
itts recommended that you
book early.

Tickets are $20 for mem-
bers and $25.00 for visitors

For more information,
please contact: Jill Boyce on
0417 416 300.

WONTHAGGI

THURSDAY 7pm - 9pm

Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club, 75 Graham Street
Come and join in the laughs at South Coast FM Bingo

RAFFLES * DOOR PRIZES

Wonthaggl Theatrical Group Presents

ﬁ’ﬂ?ﬁbf‘r

sl
The \ Musical-
26 September - 5 October

“The most inaccurate history lesson you'll
gver give a standing ovation.™

"The greatest musical never written...
until now!™*

Tickets: www.wtg.org.au

BEST
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Julie Jackson, Jo Michaels and Lisa
Arnold travelled from Newborough
to take part in the Pink Bowl at the
Corinella Bowls Club, in support of the
McGrath Foundation. TkO1_3725

Mary Young, Pat Sanderink and
Milva Allen at the 35th Annual South
Gippsland Orchid Show in Wonthaggi.
B25_3725

David Froud and Ann Bomers were
early starters at the annual South
Gippsland Orchid Show at the
Wonthaggi Workmen's Club. B26_3725

Allen Archbold and Daryl Hill at the
35th Annual South Gippsland Orchid
Show in Wonthaggi. B28_3725

Fi v L™
Greg Kelly and Gunter Ebihart from
Phillip Island enjoying the 2025 South
Gippsland Orchid Show. B29_3725

Vincent Vale helps out with early-bird
sales at the South Gippsland Orchid
Show. B30 3725

|l T -
' ]
- o [ *

Irene Dawson, Glenda Jarred and
Margie Rhodes enjoyed the pink
theme at the Corinella Bowls Club
on Sunday. The club hosted a
fundraiser in support of the McGrath
Foundation. Tk02_3725

Rhiannon Tronconi, Amelia Tronconi
and Leanne Christoforou at Corinella
Bowls Club’s Pink Bowl on Sunday.
Tk03_3725

Pictures of you and your friends at the South Gippsland
Orchid Show, Corinella Bowls Pink Day, Corinella
Community Market and Phillip Island Nature Parks
Community Open Day.
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Braydan and Aaron were serving up
coffee at the Corinella Community
Market out of a converted horse
float. ob19 3725

26 | TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16,2025 | SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES

Anthony and Marian went along to
browse at the Corinella Community
Market and catch up with their
friends. ob20 3725

Lynne and Ashleigh Kruss of Inverloch
enjoy the Melbourne Cup’s visit to
Meeniyan. A40_3725

Go Girls Foundation CEO Michelle
Jobson relishes the chance to hold
the Melbourne Cup. A41_3725

Charlotte and Brandon Lawler of
Arawata savour a moment with the
Melbourne Cup. A42_3725

Dianne and John Schelling get
acquainted with the Melbourne Cup.
A43_3725

The 2024 South Gippsland Shire Citizen
of the Year Kathryn Smith shows
off Australian horse racing’s most
celebrated trophy during its visit to
Meeniyan. A44_3725

Lisa and Jesse from Wildlife Coast
Cruises said whale watching is on at
the moment in Wilson's Prom until
the start of November and daily seal
tours on Phillip Island are available.
ob22 3725



Re el I E S t a t @Y  south Giopsland and Bass Coast

Lovely lifestyle property!

HERE is a stunning prop-
erty located close to Mirboo
North and Leongatha with
sealed road frontage. Ap-
proximately 41 acres, with a
lovely, renovated homestead
in pristine condition, with
an amazing level of attention
to detail. You will wake up to
peace and tranquillity and be
in awe of the lovely northerly
aspect of the surrounding
gardens and the private set-
ting.

Features of this property
include
* Three bedrooms, two with

built-in robes.

* Two living areas with an ad-
joining dining room.
* A renovated kitchen offer-
ing generous bench space,
cupboard and drawer
space, electric oven, range-
hood, dishwasher and
large pantry, perfect for the
entertainer and families.
Lovely bathroom with sepa-
rate shower and bath, and
a generous laundry/mud
room.
Other features of this
home include high ceilings
and ceiling roses; it has
also been rewired and re-
roofed, insulated through-
out, and presented in im-
maculate condition.
An extended north-facing
verandah, perfect for cap-
turing the gorgeous sun-
shine, while enjoying the

{ -
PORT FRANKLIN
Stunning home!

Coming Soon

BERRYS CREEK

$945,000

FOR SALE ‘

FISH CREEK

- Contemporary, north facing 2 storey home on 1997m?.
« Elegant kitchen with high quality appliances.
«30m x 7.4m shed with concrete, lock up and power.

Peaceful Rural Retreat on 4 Acres!

« Spacious brick home with stunning rural views.

« Kitchen boasting quality appliances and butlers pantry.
« Approx. 4 Acres, outdoor alfresco area.

peaceful outlook.
* The home has a cosy solid
wood fire heater as well as
reverse cycle heating/air
conditioner.
The acreage is subdivided
into five paddocks that of-
fer excellent undulating
pasture and good fenc-
ing, shelter belts, water
troughs, a header tank,
and an amazing spring-fed
dam, offering excellent wa-
ter security.
Rich red soil, with an an-
nual fertiliser history, with
strong livestock and hay
production.
The outbuildings include
a double lock-up garage, a
large machinery shed, an
additional lock-up shed, all
with power connected and
a great set of stock yards.
There is school bus ac-
cess for the kids to Mirboo
North.
This property will offer
the new owners the poten-
tial of a great rural lifestyle
in a stunning part of South
Gippsland. With  rolling
green hills, consistent rain-
fall and the ability to run
livestock, you will love living
here! The current owners
have presented this property
in an immaculate condition,
and all you need to do is
move in. Call Kellie Thomas
on 0438 647 449 to arrange
an inspection today.

AL

SE3m3@5 DUMBALK

Peace and Tranquilty!

- Spacious home on 1,185m? with stunning rural views.
« Flexible dual living or Guest/Air BnB.

« Double lock up garage with extra storage space.

$660,000

E4E3le‘=ﬂ2.

Eilm2@4

FOR SALE

LEONGATHA

Quiet Court Location

- Immaculately presented on approx. 854m? block.
« Elegant timber kitchen with quality appliances.
« Master bedroom with generous walk in robe and ensuite.

$830,000

TARWIN LOWER

65 Findlay Road, Mardan
For Sale $1,280,000
Agent Nutrien Harcourts

Kellie Thomas 0438 647 449
kellie.thomas@nh.com.au

47 Bair Street (03) 5662 2292
nutrien.harcourts.net/au/office/leongatha

Barry Redmond
Director / Estate Agent
0477622292

Eim2@2
Charming Unit!

« Neat and well cared for brick veneer unit.

« 2 good sized bedrooms with built in robes.
« Low maintenance gardens, lock up Garage.

$399,000

Kellie Thomas
Licensed Estate Agent
0438 647 449

KORUMBURRA E=3m2@2
Attention First Home Buyers!

« Modern, neat and low maintenance home.
« Stylish and well equipped kitchen.
« Fenced backyard abd great entertainment area.

Eilw2@2

$599,000

NEW PRICE

Monique Wightman
Marketing & Administration
(03) 5662 2292

F:i;ﬂﬁ:hﬁ--:ﬂ".' g A g P 1B Py g :\-.".l-i'.
=3=1@4 MIRBOO Eo2=1@2

Idyllic Country Living

« Stunning 28 Acre approx. lifestyle property.

« Well equipped Modern kitchen with stone benchtops.
« Fantastic outdoor facilities.

$1,285,000 - $1,385,000

Rural Gem on approx. 199 Acres

« Productive 199-acre farm with Tarwin River frontage.
» Charming 1937 homestead with stunning rural views.
« Dams, stockyards, hay shed, and divided paddocks.

$2,500,000

Expansive 106.5 Acres

« Approx 106.5 acres with excellent fencing and stockyards.
« Brick home with wood fire, north-facing veranda.
« Dam, original shedding, and scenic undulating paddocks.

$10,700 Per Acre

HM12808-V6

Skye Clothier
Sales Associate

(03) 5662 2292
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L N EEET Where luxury
' meets nature

ON THE market for the first time,
this luxury Hamptons-style home is
certainly going to hold plenty of ap-
peal. Nestled in the township of Mir-
boo North, this beautifully presented
four-bedroom, two-bathroom home
with a guest room/study is filled with
natural light and exudes quality and
style.

The home boasts a large formal
lounge with an open fireplace, a sec-
ond living/family room, a modern
kitchen with new Kleenmaid appli-
ances, an induction cooktop and
Tasmanian Oak cabinetry. Other key
features of this home include:

* Stylishly renovated with a
contemporary colour palette

* Freshly painted and new carpets
throughout

* Renovated bathrooms (ensuite and
family)

* RC/AC

* Polished timber laminate flooring

* Ducted vacuum

* Modern laundry

* Large alfresco deck flowing from
the kitchen and living area

* 5 KW solar system

Situated on 1.58 (approx) hect-
ares, the property features low-
maintenance garden beds, lawns
and feature trees around the home,
a 9mx6m workshop/shed with power
and concrete floors, and the balance
of the block is well treed with a sea-
sonal creek running through the rear.
This is a magnificently presented
property which must be seen to be

21-25 Baths Road, Mirboo North

For Sale $955,000 appreciated.

Agent Ray White Foster For more information or to arrange
Peter Bellingham 0439 178 653 a personal inspection, please contact
* Approximately Peter Bellingham at Ray White Foster.

Inspections by appointment only.

Scenic rural living
with dual occupancy

SET ON a picturesque
2.5-acre (approx.) allot-
ment, this well-main-
tained lifestyle property
presents a rare oppor-
tunity to enjoy peaceful
country living with the
added bonus of dual oc-
cupancy.

The main residence is
warm and inviting, fea-
turing a spacious lounge
complete with solid bam-
boo floating floors, re-
verse-cycle air condition-
ing and a solid fuel heater
providing year-round
comfort. The open-plan
kitchen and dining area
is designed for modern
living and includes an
electric cooktop, oven,
dishwasher and a walk-
in pantry. Comprising
four bedrooms, two with
built-in robes, while the
master enjoys a large
walk-in robe and ensuite
featuring a clawfoot bath
and separate shower.

Designed for growing
households, the home in-
cludes a large second liv-
ing area with built-in en-
tertainers bar and direct
sliding door access to a
deck showcasing stun-
ning farmland views and
incredible sunsets. Addi-
tional features include a
central family bathroom
plus a spacious laundry
with built-in bench and
a third separate toilet,
adding to the home’s
practical layout.

Ideal for guests or ex-
tended family, the prop-
erty also includes a fully
self-contained bungalow
with disability access
and offers one bedroom,
a small living and dining
room, a bathroom with
toilet and shower, a kitch-
enette with electric stove
and rangehood, plus its
own air conditioning unit.
This self-contained bun-
galow would also offer the
ideal workspace for those
who wish to run a busi-
ness from home.

For those who need shed
storage or workspace, the
property is equipped with
a two-bay shed complete
with concrete flooring,
power, a built-in bench
and a lockable, compliant
gun room. There is also a
second large lock-up shed
with remote roller door
access for added conve-
nience. Water supply is
well catered for, with five
22,500-litre water tanks
and a dam equipped with
an electric pump for gar-
den irrigation.

Just 10 minutes on
sealed roads from Leon-
gatha with ideal access
to local schools, this is
the perfect property for
growing families. This
is a rare opportunity to
secure a lifestyle prop-
erty that blends comfort,
functionality, and versa-
tility all within a serene
rural landscape.

k|

|¢.5"3‘ w1l 25Acres

30 Allans Road, Koorooman
For Sale $995,000 - $1,050,000
Agent Ray White Leongatha

Michael Hanily 0417 311 756
* Approximately
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Ray White Leongatha

03 5662 5800

15 Bair Street, Leongatha
raywhiteleongatha.com.au

For Sale

102 Brown Street, Leongatha

Ray White Foster & Sandy Point
03 5639 9202

17 Main Street, Foster
raywhitefoster.com.au

950 Mardan Road, Mardan

33 Riflebutts Road, Korumburra

405 Leongatha North Rd, Leongatha Nth

WHEN QUALITY & LOCATION MATTER!

e Top quality build & finishes

e Open-plan living with a chef’s kitchen
e Outdoor entertaining oasis

e Prime location

Kasey Bowman 0439 207 196
$849,000 3225

—

9 Hall Road, Mount Eccles

PICTURESQUE MARDAN

e Rare 1,135m? parcel of land

e Create your dream country escape (STCA)
e Views over surrounding farmland

e Easy access to essential services

David Trotman 0418 589 805
$120,000

Land

For Sale
1030 Boolarra Sth-Mirboo Nth Rd, Mirboo Nth

FAMILY LIVING WITH SPACE TO GROW

e Multiple living zones

e Sleek contemporary kitchen

e Magnificent undercover alfresco area
e Low-maintenance garden

Michael Hanily 0417 311 756
$670,000 - $690,000 4=, 2@ 25

For Sale
1/2 Vista Court, Leongatha

COUNTRY CHARM WITH VIEWS

e Spanning just over 5,400sgm

e Open-plan kitchen & dining

e 2 living areas

e Landscaped gardens, established trees
Michael Hanily 0417 311 756

$890,000 -, 1A=

15 Church Street, Leongatha

FAMILY RETREAT ON 10 ACRES

e Open-plan with sweeping farmland views
e 2 separate living areas

e Vibrant gardens

e 2 fenced paddocks with troughs & dam

David Trotman 0418 589 805
$1,450,000 - $1,550,000 4I-, 2 =25

- ",

6 Blackwood Drive, Foster

REFINED COUNTRY ELEGANCE

e Beautifully renovated on 5.5 acres

e Stunning views to the Strzelecki Ranges
e 6x12m shed with concrete floor & power
e 2 large water tanks with auto irrigation

David Trotman 0418 589 805
$950,000 41=, 2025

71 Nelson Street, Foster

PEACEFUL AFFORDABLE LIVING

¢ Block of only two

e Light-filled open plan living

e Ensuite-style access to main bed
e Low maintenance yard

Michael Hanily 0417 311 756
$415,000 2=, 1= 15

86 Station Road, Foster

INVEST, RENOVATE OR DEVELOP

e Large 1111sgm block

e Development potential (STCA) with
rear lane access

e Located in the heart of town

David Trotman 0418 589 805
$600,000 321 &

32 Moyes Road, Stony Creek

BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED

e Open plan kitchen lounge and dining

e Main BR at rear with ensuite and WIR

e Secure side access for caravan and boat

e Beautiful garden, close to town amenities

Wendy Gregson 0477 665 868
$725,000 3225

4420 South Gippsland Hwy, Foster

W o=

i

FAMILY HOME PRICED TO SELL

e Renovated inside and out
e Outdoor entertaining area
e Double lock up shed and separate carport
e Close to sporting ground, medical facilities

Dave County 0417 397 650
$550,000

3= 2@ 25
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135 Fullers Road, Foster

.~ L For Sale

CLOSETO ITALL

e Master with ensuite and WIR

e Ducted vacuum

e Double remote garage

e Fully fenced, low maintenance yard

Dave County 0417 397 650
$690,000

3 2@

480 Foster Mirboo Rd, Foster Nth

GRASSY SPUR OLIVES

e Prestigious, successful olive farm

e Home with surround balcony and views

e 25 acres, olives, truffles, citrus & hazelnuts
e Onsite olive processing and plant

Peter Bellingham 0439 178 653

Expression of Interest ~ 3I-, 2™ 4=

For Salev:. = = .
4585 South Gippsland Hwy, Toora

HISTORICAL GEM WITH VIEWS
e Built in 1908 on small acreage
e Original features throughout

e Two living spaces

e Views to Corner Inlet and Prom

Dave County 0417 397 650

$895,000 3. 2m25

LIFESTYLE ACREAGE CLOSE TO TOWN

e 28 acres ideal for hobby farmers

e Renovated home with separate bungalow
e Stock yards with race

o 2x8 shed with concrete floor and power

Peter Bellingham 0439 178 653
$1,150,000 3~ 2m 25

NESTLED IN NATURE

e Open plan living, kitchen and dining
e Separate bungalow with bathroom
e Luxurious spa overlooking views

e Large height workshop and garaging

Wendy Gregson 0477 665 868
$829,000 3~ 2@ 25

VIEWS TO THRILL!

e Views to Wilsons Prom & Hoddle Ranges
e Elevated 5 acres with fruit trees

o Light filled open plan living with deck

e Pizza oven & outdoor hot and cold baths

Wendy Gregson 0477 665 868
$849,000 21~ 225
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Dairy heroes celebrated at
South Gippsland Dalry Expo

IT’S a bird, it's a plane... no,
it's a dairy farmer!
At this year’'s South

Gippsland Dairy and Farm-
ing Expo, Matt Harms from
OnFarm Consulting donned a
superhero costume to remind
attendees that although we’re
accustomed to heroes on our
screens flying through the sky
and lifting buildings, heroes in
our community are pulling on
gumboots each morning,

His presentation shone a
light on the quiet achievers of
the dairy industry who contin-
ue to persevere through tough
times and make extraordinary
contributions.

After some tough sea-
sons, farmers across South
Gippsland and beyond have
shown a resilience that many
would say borders on super-
human. Harms wanted to cap-
ture that spirit in his session,
which celebrated the quiet
achievers of the dairy industry
who continue to contribute.

The presentation highlighted
the journeys of Russell Fol-
lett, David and Penny Conn,
Peter Notman, Colin Wright
and John Versteden. Each has
carved their own path in dairy-
ing, beef, business or seed pro-
duction, and each has done it
with a level of humility that
Harms described as the mark
of a true “quiet achiever.”

“They’ve all been highly suc-
cessful in farming and in other
enterprises,” Harms said.

“What came across most
strongly is that they're all very
humble about their achieve-
ments, yet they’'ve made a huge
contribution to the industry in
SO many ways.”

Harms centred his presen-

The real superheroes of the dairy industry: Peter Notman, Colin Wright, Russell Follett,
Matt Harms, David and Penny Conn, and John Versteden. WO03_3725

themes. The first was recog-
nising people as the heart of
any business.

“Having faith in your people
is key. Their role is critical to
the success of the farm. You
can’t do it all yourself. Delega-
tion and trust are essential if
you want to grow.”

The second theme was about
wealth creation, not only
through land values but also
through strong farm perfor-
mance. Harms emphasised
that profitability and good
business decisions are vital.

“There are fantastic oppor-
tunities in the industry for
growth and wealth creation.
To seize those, businesses
must perform well,” he said.

The third theme was the
need for continuous upskill-
ing. Financial literacy, skill

acumen, Harms said, are tools
that allow farmers to spot and
act on opportunities when
they arise.

While each of the five farm-
ers featured could fill a ses-
sion with their story alone,
Harms said the panel worked
because of the variety of per-
spectives it brought together.
From accountants and seed
merchants to large-scale oper-
ators and long-time stalwarts,
each story underscored the
diversity and strength of the
dairy community.

Harms has run more than
a dozen of these panels over
the years, including one online
session during the pandemic.
This year’s presentation was
his last in the role, and he said
he was grateful for the support
he has had.

tation around three main development and business “I've enjoyed every panel.
HLEI 5fﬂTT ; LIVESTOCK AGENTS,
AND STAFF )f; LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENTS,
—_— PROPERTY MANAGERS, AUCTIONEERS
Ert. 1886 www.alexscott.com.au
36 BRIDGE STREET, KORUMBURRA PH: 5655 1133 FAX: 5655 2480
L]
Livestock Sales
KORUMBURRA FOSTER
David Ryan 0408 311 895  Dick Faulkner 0408 595 174
. LEONGATHA Brian Vuillermin WONTHAGGI 0429 436 040
Dane Perc_:zyk - Livestock Manager 0408 176 063 Rob Ould - Livestock Manager 0408 595 183
Jack Curtis 0427762670 payid Holden 0428 749 390
' . WARRAGUL Alan Bolding PAKENHAM 0419 723 255
Neil Darby - Livestock Manager 0418595265 pavid Setches - Livestock Manager 0409 443 473
Terry Ahearn 0438562 816 Glenn Barwick 0408 975 476
Jordan Sim 0448 058 435  Morgan Croucher 0457 001 877
Mark Malacarne 0418 654 590 Tim Gibson 0420 306 599
Georgie Snell 0417 100 657 Imogen Price 0417 225 498
Real Estate Sales
KORUMBURRA LEONGATHA MELBOURNE LAND
Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898 Andrew Newton 0402 940 320 Matt Koster 0474 781 711
Peter D 42 244
WONTHAGGI E;ﬁ; Hmirrg 8422 ggg 299 _COWES
Phillip Hanley 0417 140 508 : Greg Price 0419 337 441
| Tony Giles 0407 528 192 . )

Cal Nation 0439334163  pan Huther 0418 334 801 Brian Silver 0407 347 509
Mick Chambers 0418 349 783 Chase Watters 0423 272 819
WARRAGUL

GRANTVILLE
Angus Hall 0466 326 487 Alan Steenholdt 0409 423 822 . V!ENUS BAY
PAKENHAM Daniel Lawrie 0417 631 252
INVERLOCH ) Sue Lawrie 0419 885 489
Marni Lee Redmond 0403 525 413 Tom Giibson 0438 574 472
BERWICK LANG LANG KOO WEE RUP g
Tom Gibson 0438574 472  Scott McKenzie ~ 0427 552 898 Angus Hall 0466 326 487 =
SUCCESS THROUGH SERVICE

They've all been different,
they've all been enjoyable, and
I'm so thankful to the mem-
bers who've shared their sto-
ries. We've probably had about
60 people sit up there over the
years, which is remarkable,”
he said.

He also acknowledged the
role of the Dairy Expo com-
mittee and South Gippsland
Shire Council, who sponsored
the session and helped ensure
it could go ahead.

As the crowd at the presen-
tation discovered, heroes don’t
always fly through the sky or
fight supervillains. Sometimes
they wake up early, milk cows,
manage staff, study accounts
and weather the storms of a
tough industry. And in doing
so, they quietly prove them-
selves both remarkable and
incredible.

ELECTRIC FENCE
ENERGIZER

REPAIRS

Paul Vassil

(Formerly Vassil Electronics)
38 Lower Gordon St, Korumburra

0408 515 184

JA21217]

Gippsland Dairy Industry
Strategy to benefit

farmers and processors

PROMOTING collaboration between
dairy farmers and processors to strengthen
advocacy efforts and tackle the industry’s
current challenges are among the aims of
the Gippsland Dairy Industry Strategy re-
cently launched in Korumburra.

The launch took place during the South
Gippsland Dairy & Farming Expo, the
Strategy developed by the Gippsland Dairy
Industry Leadership Group (GDILG).

“It is making sure we're working as one,”
member of the GDILG executive, Karen
McLennan told the Sentinel-Times, ex-
plaining that the aim of getting farmers
and processors collaborating for the bet-
terment of the industry is what makes the
new plan unique.

“If we're talking about renewable energy,
let’s not just talk about renewable energy
on farm, let’s talk about how it's going to
support the processing sector as well,”
Karen said.

Access to reliable power, water, land
and internet technology are examples of
requirements to support the continued
growth of the dairy industry and are there-
fore among the areas in which it is hoped
to attract investment locally.

Karen stressed that the planned collab-
orative approach should boost the appeal
of Gippsland in attracting investment that
will benefit those in the dairy industry and
Gippsland communities more broadly.

Describing the dairy industry locally as
stable but not growing, Karen said it is im-
portant to consider “What levers we can
pull that can help enhance investment in
dairy in Gippsland”.

A large number of farmers and service
providers were present at the Gippsland
Dairy Industry Strategy launch.

“As with any strategic plan, it's great to
launch it, but the hard work starts now, in
terms of the delivery,” Karen said.

As well as her role with GDILG, Karen
is regional manager for GippsDairy, which
secured and held the funds on behalf of
GDILG required to develop the Gippsland
Dairy Industry Strategy. The GDILG was
established through Agriculture Victoria,
being there to help when emergency events
impact the dairy industry locally, but also
facilitating the sharing of knowledge on
anything impacting the industry.

“Its about where were heading as an
industry in Gippsland, but it's also an in-
formation piece to help the average person
understand what's happening in the dairy
industry now,” Karen said.

She remarked that a lot more people
these days lack connection to the indus-
try, along with understanding aspects of it,
such as technological innovation and envi-
ronmental protections.

The recently launched Strategy document
includes case studies that illustrate things
farmers are doing now that many members
of the public would be unaware of.

Wellington Livestock

Wanted to buy

Friesian x Jersey heifers
8-20 weeks pregnant 320kg-400kg
$1,650 including GST

Friesian x Jersey heifers
Unjoined 200kg
$880 including GST

ABS Direct: Cattle processed from Friday to Friday

LIVESTOCK RATES

250+ kc/pw $7.60
200 w0 249 $7.60
160 1 199 $7.10
120 10 159 $5.10

BULLS PLEASE CALL
FOR A BOOKING

BEN BOULTON 0488 445 467
1 OFFICE: 0429 445 461 www.wellingtonlivestock.net
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Life-changing technology
under the spotlight

DELEGATES at this year’s Dairy Re-
search Foundation Symposium will hear
from Tasmanian dairy farmer Troy Ainslie
about his life-changing experience with vir-
tual fencing.

The technology was introduced in June
2023 on the 540-cow herd that he manages
at Woodrising Dairies near Launceston.

While pasture utilisation has improved,
the impact has been far-reaching, including
production and six-week in-calf rate, sav-
ings in fuel and machinery costs and greater
team wellbeing,

Registrations are now open for the Sym-
posium, which is being held on November
26 and 27 at WIN Stadium in Wollongong,

Symposium organiser Professor Yani Gar-
cia said the event is designed to bring to-
gether leading researchers, dairy farmers
and industry innovators under the theme of
‘it’s time: to connect, learn and be inspired’.

Day one features a diverse lineup of
speakers who will challenge thinking and
spark ideas.

Sessions will explore topics such as har-
nessing the power of the cow, the genetic
future of dairy, and uncovering what is both
holding the dairy industry back and driving
it forward.

The program also includes the always-
popular Emerging Scientist Awards and an
important focus on redefining grazing in a
changing climate.

Day two will open with Dairy Australia’s
annual general meeting at WIN Stadium, fol-
lowed by the Dairy Innovation Farm Tour.

Delegates will see innovation in practice at
Philip and Craig Tate’s progressive Albion
Park dairy farm, a showcase of forward-
thinking management and technology.

Don’t miss this opportunity to invest your
time in the future of dairy.

LARDNER PARK
ELDERS AND ALEX

SCOTT & STAFF

DAIRY SALE

DAIRY SALE:
Friday, September 19

at1i1iam

A/c J & A Zurrer, Mrs NJ Coster & CR
Coster. Elenan. Jaz & Rolynca Holsteins.
Longwarry

14 - Magnificent young Holstein cows
calved since 3rd August by Al Jeronimo,
Ferrero, Contender & B52 with generations
of Al backing. Current herd avg 30 lirs, 125
BMCC. A great opportunity for anyone to
buy cows of this calibre. Individual breeding
& production details available prior to sale.

A/c GM. GA & KA Olsen. Mountain
View- Complete dispersal of later
calved portion of herd.

34 - Holstein & 11 Jersey cows by A.l
Destination, Pickfish, Regal, MVP, Matt,
Marvarie etc having calved from 16th July
to a few on point of calving. A closed herd
with over 40 yrs Al breeding. Herd has been
in selective breeding programs for over 25
yrs with Leading Edge Genetics breeding
guidance for past 17 yrs. Medium framed
young cows (majority 2nd -4th lactation)
showing all the correct attributes of the
generations of Al backing. Current herd
avg 29 ltrs, 4.1 BF, 3.2 Prot, 65 BMCC in hill
country with 5 kg bale feed.

A/c J James (Herd Sold)
8 - Springing Friesian, Guernsey, Jersey X
Bred Heifers in calf to Speckle Park Bull.

ATTENTION FARMERS
Please ensure all entries are booked in
with your agent prior to sale

5623 4744 5941 0299

Terry Ahearn Darryl Adams

0438 562 816 0408 385 872
Neil Darby Andrew Mumford

0418 595 265 0407 803 360

ALEXSCOTT
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Loch farmer and local councillor Nathan Hersey was one of the faces in the

crowd at Koonwarra last Thursday.

Cattle going everywhere

from key Leongatha s__ales

THERE’S a lot going on at
the weekly store cattle sale
at Leongatha, one of the
most important, if not the
most important selling cen-
tre for this type of cattle in
Australia since Pakenham'’s
numbers joined in.

Last Thursday, September
11, 3800 head were offered,
catering to a wide range of
buyers from those looking
for the best-bred young cat-
tle for feedlots, trade buyers
hoping to complete their su-
permarket orders, specialty
buyers looking for small,
lean lots for the multi-cul-
tural restaurant trade, oth-
ers with orders for lean
meat for the US market and
local farmers, just hoping to
replace recently sold stock.

There’s eyes everywhere as
new voices are heard calling
bids across the rails, like
Buster Jolly of the Koo Wee
Rup-based Everitt, Seeley
and Bennetts, not new to the
auctioneering caper, but one
of a band of stockmen now
frequenting the Koonwarra
complex on a weekly or fort-
nightly basis.

“It's working well,” says Si-
mon Henderson of Phelan &
Henderson & Co.

“The buyers have got just
the one main venue to go to
now and they're all here,” he
said.

Nathan Hersey, Loch farm-
er and South Gippsland
Councillor, was there last
week, looking for a few cattle
to replace ones he sold well
last week.

“It's not easy, they're pret-
ty pricy. Just looking for a
few smaller ones I can grow
out,” he said.

Prices held firm from the
previous week’s sale price
lift, which is good news be-
cause cattle are selling really
well at the moment and the
season is at last shaping up,
albeit with little runoff for
stock water.

However, if we do get de-
cent spring rain, it could still
be a good season.

Whatever the case, the Le-
ongatha VLE Saleyards have
demonstrated a capacity for
orderly transactions, even
when seasonal conditions
are against producers.
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Buster Jolly of Everitt Seeley Bennett based in
Koo Wee Rup, is a regular at Koonwarra since
the Pakenham cattle came over.

tt PN TR R S II:1|-'_'_'_'

Dave Abernethy of Leongatha and Charlie
Goff of Nutrien Yarram. “The country is looking
better down Yarram way, but not much run-off.
We could do with some more rain.”

With 3800 head on offer at last Thursday’s
store sale at Leongatha there was a big crowd of
buyers right through from start to finish.

MARKET REPORT

Brought to you by...
CLAAS Harvest Cenire LLAAS

Stores steady

By SGSAA

AGENTS yarded another excellent offering
of 3800 head at this week’s VLE Store sale.

Prices generally held firm from the previ-
ous week’s sale price lift, with the odd sale
dearer and some sales just a little easier, all
in line with quality.

Once again, there were some terrific pens
of Angus-grown steers and heifers and good
lines of Angus and coloured weaners.

The usual feedlot buyers continue to se-
cure most of the heavier types, with the rest
mostly going to local graziers.

Leongatha Store Sale on Thursday, Sept. 11, 2025
Steers

Holt & Perry, 12 Angus 673kg $4.90 $3300
B Woodward, 20 Angus 658kg $4.95 $3250
Dw Bishoff, 23 Angus 624kg $5.20 $3250
S & S Collins, 12 Angus 508kg $5.66 $2880
Melaleuca Past, 15 Angus 500kg $5.59 $2800
High Voltage, 28 Angus 497kg $5.76 $2870
T & D Glover, 14 Angus 495kg  $5.03 $2490
J Mosley, 17 Angus 493kg $5.46 $2700
J Lindsay, 15 Angus 468kg  $5.23 $2450
Vere Investments, 19 Angus  466kg $5.53 $2580
High Voltage, 14 Angus 464kg  $5.78 $2690
Heart Park, 16 Angus 465kg  $5.78 $2690
G & G Morgan, 14 Angus 460kg  $5.03 $2490
C & B Matthews, 12 Angus 452kg  $5.66 $2560
G & A Trewin, 21 Angus 445kg  $5.69 $2450
B Wallace, 17 Angus 433kg  $5.78 $2500
Latrobe Park, 18 Angus 431kg $5.90 $2550
B Wallace, 17 Angus 412kg  $5.88 $2430
Hopfields, 14 Shorthorn 412kg  $4.99 $2060
G & A Trewin, 16 Angus 409kg  $5.49 $2250
Latrobe Park, 19 Angus 399kg $5.63 $2250
A & L Sage 10 Angus 418kg $5.68 $2380
Satra, 11 Angus 382kg $5.57 $2130
Two Creeks Past, 20 Angus 380kg $5.81 $2210
B Wallace, 14 Angus 378kg $5.73 $2170
Raj Crooke, 20 Angus 378kg $5.73 $2170
S Beckman, 17 Angus 378kg $5.73 $2170
Hopfields, 36 Shorthorn 376kg $5.47 $2060
Two Creeks Past, 20 Angus 364kg $5.81 $2120
Two Creeks Past, 20 Angus 351kg $5.74 $2020
T Beamish, 15 Angus 350kg $5.56 $1950
T Crooke, 18 Angus 343kg $5.53 $1900
Two Creeks Past, 20 Angus 337kg $5.69 $1920
C & S Corrigan, 20 Angus 334kg $5.23 $1750
Condon & Lee, 10 Angus 327kg $5.44 $1780
D & M Lee, 22 Angus 323kg $5.68 $1840
S Beckman, 13 Angus 319kg $5.66 $1810
Two Creeks Past, 23 Angus 313kg $5.80 $1820
Satra, 15 Angus 312kg $5.79 $1810
T Crooke, 18 Angus 299%kg $5.44 $1630
Two Creeks Past, 24 Angus 293kg $5.48 $1610
Von Pace, 15 Angus 297kg $5.44 $1620
Von Pace, 24 Angus 271kg $5.15 $1400
Angels Run, 13 Angus 267kg $5.26 $1410
C & S Corrigan, 20 Angus 238kg $5.37 $1280
Heifers

J Maclachlan, 14 Angus 509kg $5.16 $2630
J Maclachlan, 22 Angus 480kg $5.30 $2550
Kuch Grazing, 17 Angus 471kg $4.85 $2290
T Beamish 10 Angus 461kg $4.63 $2140
J & K Macaulay 12 Angus 437kg  $4.80 $2100
J Maclachlan, 23 Angus 433kg  $5.12 $2220
R & P Savory 19 Angus 385kg $4.95 $1910
B Stewart, 18 Angus 378kg $5.20 $1970
B Wallace 24 Angus 371kg $5.06 $1880
J Maclachlan, 13 Angus 367kg $5.14 $1890
T Crooke 17 Angus 360kg $5.01 $1810
S Beckman 15 Angus 360kg $5.02 $1810
Satra 10 Angus 360kg $4.58 $1650
S Conway 16 Angus 358kg $4.88 $1750
R & P Savory 17 Angus 356kg $5.35 $1910
Latrobe Park 24 Angus 345kg $4.10 $1760
P & T Harris 12 Angus 345kg $4.80 $1660
Two Creek 21 Angus 341kg $5.03 $1720
L & B Bastin 10 Angus 336kg $4.19 $1410
Sjc Farms 24 Angus 334kg $5.05 $1690
Bj Buckley 10 Angus 334kg $4.49 $1500
B Wallace 14 Angus 332kg $5.11 $1700
S Beckman 16 Angus 324kg $5.02 $1630
Kuch Grazing 25 Angus 323kg $4.94 $1600
T Crooke 13 Angus 317kg $4.56 $1450
Condon & Lee 14 Angus 3l4kg $4.70 $1480
G & J Jans 13 Angus 308kg $4.54 $1400
Two Creeks 18 Angus 305kg $4.87 $1490
Sha Valley 11 Angus 301kg $4.73 $1430
SJC Farms 21 Angus 297kg $4.70 $1400
SP Dunlop 12 Angus 293kg $4.84 $1420
Von Pace 17 Angus 289kg $4.28 $1240

Lardner Park Calf Market Report
Monday, September 8, 2025

Jersey & JETSEY X .ooevvvvnnnnnnnnnnn $16 to $30
Friesian Bulls ........cccoeeeerrennnn. $26 to $60
Beef BullS ...ooovvvevviniiniiniinnnne. $25 to $240
Beef Heifers ........cccooeeeeeeennnnn. $34 to $100
Friesian Heifers ..............c....... $32 to $70

Number of Calves: 524
Number purchased to rear: 82
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Shed Talk: For Farmers, by farmers
to support yourself and your mates

THE AgMind Australia - For farm-
ers, by farmers, free Shed Talk event in
Surf Beach is being held on Wednesday,
September 17, from 10am until 2pm by
founder Nikole Schellekens.

Shed Talk is a workshop on farmer well-
being and mental health, designed for farm-
ers, ag workers, and rural communities.

“Is about keeping yourself steady
through tough times, supporting your
mates, and learning simple tools to han-
dle stress and pressure,” said Nikole.

“The sessions are run by people who
know farming and mental health - so it's
real, relatable, and useful. And don't for-
get, a roast lunch will be provided!”

This hands-on workshop helps farm-
ers and people in rural communities deal
with pressure, support their mates, and
stay steady through tough times - with
practical tools, real yarns, and no fluff.

“We're delivering mental health educa-
tion to farmers on the farm. When I did
my master’s research, one of the big find-
ings was that farmers don’t want to talk to
those who aren’t farmers. They don't want
to explain why a drought is hard, or why
paying $200 a bale for rounds is hard.
They need people who get where theyre
already at, and that’s the key,” Nikole ex-
plained.

“We're meeting farmers where they're al-
ready at, instead of making them sit and
explain why everything’s tough. It's based
on psychological ideas, but the main aim
is to have a chat. It's not a lecture. There’s
no PowerPoint, none of that. It's simply
sitting around the table as a group.”

Nikole said that the afternoon is about
talking through the challenges and ex-
ploring a range of support strategies.

“Strategies to support ourselves, and
our mates,” said Nikole.

“We’ll then talk about all the local re-
sources and national resources that can
support us through rough times.”

Shed Talk is supported by a Look Over
the Farm Gate Grant provided by Agricul-
ture Victoria and the National Centre for
Farmer Health. It's a program designed
to co-identify resources; for example,
drought infrastructure grants. The pro-
gram underlines networking, allowing the
group to share skills and knowledge.

“Together we can open a really great
conversation, share ideas and support
each other,” said Nikole.

“Farmers will leave with a few strategies
that they can easily try at home, strategies
that you don’'t need to leave the tractor, or
the ute — making them accessible and sim-
ple — no need to pull out the meditation
cushion - although I do love meditation,
but that's not what this program is about,
it's about strategies you can implement
when you're moving the cows, or simply
on the go, because we all know farmers
are busy enough,” Nikole explained.

“A big part of the event is to help figure

L
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AgMind

Schellekens of
Australia - For farmers, by farmers
— is holding a free Bass Coast Shed
Talk in Surf Beach, Phillip Island, on
Wednesday, September 17, from 10am
— 2pm, because connection saves lives.

Nikole

out what our tipping points are within
ourselves and how we respond to stress.
And there’s a little of the science in there.
We'll talk a bit about how prolonged stress
affects the body and the mind.”

Nikole said that the event will discuss
how the brain responds to incoming
stress when it's already stressed out.

“We’ll deliver strategies on how to re-
train the brain to stop that from happen-
ing, and what we can do to support our-
selves. So, it's not all doom and gloom.
I promise. The education side is getting
to know your stress levels and the effect
that's having on your everyday life. It's
also about acknowledging others’ stress,
whether it's a partner, staff on the farm,
or an external colleague. As farmers, we
need to work together.”

“When were standing up against the
new Victorian Emergency Services Levy,
we're standing together. We need to stand
together, but in a skilful way!” said Nikole.

“We need to learn the skills to support
our mates. It's not enough to say I sup-
port you; I'm here for you. Let’s learn the
skills so we're all on the same page, and
then we can truly stand together, support-
ing each other’s mental health and wellbe-
ing.”

Book to secure your spot (and your
lunch) by simply texting Nikole on 0419
699 965 or emailing hello@agmind.com.
au. Remember, connection saves lives.

If you need support, talk to a GP or
health professional.

Support services include:
* SANE Australia on 1800 18 SANE

(7263) or sane.org.

e Lifeline on 13 11 14 or lifeline.org.au.
* MensLine Australia on 1300 789 978 or
mensline.org.au.

Dairy says it's time to act at Drought Forum

AUSTRALIAN Dairy Farmers (ADF)
has a simple message at the National
Drought Forum - turn discussion into
delivery for dairy farmers, now.

ADF representatives are among the
195 industry, government and com-
munity leaders at the forum in Gawler,
South Australia.

“Farmers are not being heard,” ADF
president Ben Bennett said.

“ADF first took its concerns to all
governments over 12 months ago
about the drought impacts if nothing
changed. Dairy farmers can’t simply
stop milking their cows because it's
too dry.

“We've consistently engaged with all
levels of government in good faith and
been patient, but patience has limits.

“There comes a point in time
where governments must move from
preparedness and resilience into

protecting food security, and as
the most impacted industry by this
drought, dairy can’t wait any longer.”

Mr Bennett said previous drought
strategies were scrapped because of
lines on a map, and models didn’t
match the on-ground reality.

“But here we are, yet again seeing a
line on a map - this time being the state
border — deciding who gets necessary
targeted support and who gets sym-
bolic gestures and photo opportunities.

“Victoria’'s late and light-on-expertise
response has already forced many
dairy farmers to liquidate good cows
to survive — a long-term hit to produc-
tion.”

Mr Bennett said the government
drought response has implications
beyond dairy, with contractors, truck
drivers, processors and regional busi-
nesses all feeling the hit.

Realistic approach needed to caged-egg ban

IN LIGHT of Coles’ deci-
sion to delay the phase-out
of caged eggs until 2030, cit-
ing bird flu-related supply is-
sues, the Victorian Farmers
Federation (VFF) is calling on
retailers and the government
to take a realistic approach
to guarantee the future sup-
ply of eggs for consumers.

VFF Egg Group President
Brian Ahmed said recent
outbreaks have highlighted
the need for all three farm-
ing systems (caged, barn
and free range) in maintain-
ing food security and food
affordability for all Austra-
lian families.

“The harsh reality is that
recent bird flu outbreaks
decimated egg supplies
across the country, and it

won't be for the last time.
Our biosecurity safety net is
good, but due to the nature
of migrating wild birds, we
can't stop everything,”

“In times of bird flu out-
breaks, caged egg systems
are vital to ensuring a reli-
able supply of eggs across
Australia. A phase-out of
caged eggs only accelerates
the uncertainty for farmers,
disrupts supplies, and puts
massive pressure on food af-
fordability for consumers.”

“We encourage retailers
and policymakers to work
closely with farmers to en-
sure that animal welfare
standards improve, without
compromising farm viabil-
ity or consumer access to
affordable eggs,” Mr Ahmed

said.

Mr Ahmed also called on
farmers and domestic chick-
en owners to remain vigilant
as we enter the peak migra-
tory bird season.

“Migratory birds from all
over the world begin arriv-
ing en masse during spring,
which increases the risk of
foreign diseases such as bird
flu landing on our shores.

“We've seen how damaging
bird flu can be and I'm en-
couraging everyone to have a
biosecurity plan in place and
alert authorities if your birds
become sick.

“Biosecurity is a shared
responsibility between every-
one and is a vital defence to
protect both our industry and
the natural environment.”

VLE - LEONGATHA

STORE SALE
3000 carme 3000

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2025 - Starting at 9am

PLEASE NOTE: 4PM WEDNESDAY CURFEW APPLIES

GROWN STEERS

A/c | Peterson, Yarram (ELDERS)

120 Angus steers, 2 yo, GF & ABF

A/c Lotus Ag, Seaspray (ELDERS)

60 Angus steers, 24 mths, GF & ABF

A/c Chester Shorthorns (ELDERS)

28 Shorthorn steers, 15-16 mths, Futurity & Royalla
blood, NE Accred, GF & ABF

A/c KR Smith (ALEX SCOTT)

15 Angus steers, East Gippsland bred, 18 mths,
GF & ABF

A/c Nuntin Pines, Stratford (ELDERS)

14 Angus steers, 18-20 mths, Banquet & Black Spur
blood

A/c CJ & ME Stothers, Stratford (ELDERS)

12 Angus steers, 24 mths, Leawood Angus blood
A/c E & M Dowel, Lang Lang (ELDERS)

12 Angus steers, 16 mths, GF & ABF

A/c J Langley, Inverloch (ELDERS)

10 Hereford steers, 18 mths, Sth Kolora blood
A/c SJ Dyt, Narracan (ELDERS)

5 Angus steers, 20 mths, GF & ABF

GROWN HEIFERS

A/c J Langley, Inverloch (ELDERS)
10 Hereford heifers, 18 mths, Sth Kolora blood

ANGUS WEANERS

A/c Breeder, G.G, E.J, M.G & R. BATES,
“Maida-Vale”, Munro (ELDERS)

200 Angus steers, 12-14 mths

115 Angus heifers, 12-14 mths

By Al Bred Genetics from a Hazeldean Base with
Selected Al Genetics, GF & ABF, NE Accred

A/c K, P & R Hourigan, Hazelwood North

(ALEX SCOTT)

65 Black Baldy mixed sex weaners, 10-12 mths, by
Merlewood Angus Bull

A/c Teana Farm, Woodside (ALEX SCOTT)

30 Angus and Red Angus steers, 10-14 mths

30 Angus and Red Angus heifers 10-12 mths, all
drenched with Vetmec-F, NE Accred

A/c Parker Amber, Krowera (ELDERS)

50 Angus mixed sex weaners, Wattlewood & Bowman
blood

A/c P Cashman, Stratford (ELDERS)

40 Angus mixed sex weaners, 10-11 mths, Banquet
blood, VB, weaned, GF, ABF, NE Accred

A/c Tibooburra Angus, Hoddles Creek (ELDERS)
35 Angus heifers, 10-11 mths

A/c P. Peluso, Mirboo North (ALEX SCOTT)

20 Angus steers

10 Angus heifers

By stud Fernleigh bulls, 10 mths, weaned, VB,

GF & ABF _
=7

“Inimac 5658 1894

A/c Brad Rinaldi, West Creek (ALEX SCOTT)

25 Angus mix sex weaners, 12 mths, By Absolute
Angus bulls out of Leawood cows

A/c Nar Nar Goon Angus, Nar Nar Goon (ELDERS)
20 Angus Steers, 7 mths, Te Mania blood, VB, WND,
GF & ABF

A/c T & JA Christensen, “Willowbank”, Glengarry
(BAW BAW)

18 Angus & Black Baldy steers, 12 mth, Leawood and
Injemira blood, 3 x 5 in 1, NE Accred, very quiet and
noted doing cattle

COLOURED WEANERS

A/c J Granerii, Gembrook (ELDERS)

50 Limo X mixed sexes

A/c C Wraith, Nar Nar Goon (ALEX SCOTT)

40 Poll Hereford Heifers Ex Benambra bred, weaned
and Drenched Iverlab Pour on, NE Accred

A/c Deep Creek Farm, Woodleigh (ELDERS)

17 Hereford & BB heifers, 12-16 mths, VB, GF & ABF
13 Hereford & BB steers, 12 mths, VB, GF & ABF
A/c L & A Farmer, Woodleigh (ELDERS)

30 Speckle Park X mixed sex weaners, 9-11 mths,
VB, GF & ABF

A/c Hazel Dell, Ryanston (ELDERS)

28 Simm / Black Simm / Hereford X steers & heifers,
12 mths, weaned, 7 In 1 Vac, Multimin, drenched VB,
GF & ABF

XBRED & DAIRY

A/c Field & McSweeney, Yarram (ELDERS)

100 Friesian & Friesian X steers and heifers, VB,
12-15 mths

A/c G & S Butler, Korumburra (ALEX SCOTT)

16 Angus/Friesian X steers, By stud Fernleigh bulls,
14 mths, GF & ABF

A/c 0 & J Luff , Woodleigh (ALEX SCOTT)

10 x Angus/Friesian X steers, 9 mths, weaned,

GF & ABF

COWS & CALVES

A/c Darnum Park Estate, Darnum (ELDERS)
10 x10 Ang/FF X heifers with Angus calves at foot
3-4 mths, not rejoined

BULLS

A/c Tibooburra Angus (ELDERS)
2 Angus Bulls, 18 mths, registered, All drenches and
vaccines up to date

5655 1133 5941 4666
SOUTH GIPPSLAND ASSOCIATED AGENTS
SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES | TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16,2025 | 33




Wonthagg| North anary_SchooI Prepares to Welcome 2026 Preps

WONTHAGGI North Pri-
mary School is excited to
welcome its 2026 Prep stu-
dents when the Ready, Set,
Prep! program begins in the
first week of Term 4.

Enrolled students are invit-
ed to attend weekly two-hour
sessions designed to support
a smooth transition from
kindergarten to school. Prep
teacher, Michelle Inness, is
already preparing engaging
resources to ensure the busy
term ahead runs seamlessly.

The 10-week program in-
troduces students to school
routines, teachers, class-
rooms, and the wider school
grounds, helping to ease
nerves and build confidence
ahead of their first official
day in 2026. Children will

enjoy singing, dancing, read-
ing stories, playing games,
counting, and hands-on ac-
tivities that give them a taste
of the exciting experiences to
come in Prep.

Each child will receive a
special uniform and name
badge to wear during the
program, helping them feel
part of the school communi-
ty from day one. Towards the
end of the program, students
will also meet their Grade 6
buddy, beginning a support-
ive friendship that will con-
tinue into next year.

The Ready, Set, Prep! pro-
gram also allows staff and
specialist teachers — cover-
ing Art/Drama, PE., Spanish
and ICT - to get to know the
new students. It's a chance

for children to build new
friendships as they come to-
gether from a variety of local
kindergartens.

Families and carers are
warmly invited to attend
morning tea during the first
session, a wonderful oppor-
tunity to meet other families
and begin their connection
with the school community.

If your child is starting
Prep in 2026 and has not yet
been enrolled, please contact
the Wonthaggi North Primary
School office on 5672 4697
to collect an enrolment pack.

LEFT: Ready, Set, Prep!
at Wonthaggi North is
almost here and set to
welcome a new group of
future preppies.

TRADES&SERVICES

DIRECTORY

AIR CONDITIONING

SAVE UP TO $5,000
WHEN YOU REPLACE YOUR
GAS DUCTED HEATING
Ask us how!

MITSUBISHI

ELECTRIC
DIAMOND DEALER

SALE, INSTALLATION
& REPAIR

citytocoastair.com
g

m"‘-' AU39230 0400 001 465

AIR CONDITIONING

HM11363

PDAIKIN

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

COASTAL

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING
© Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

HM6629

AU22840

BUILDER

Renovating your bathroom?

We specialise in bathroom
renovations and general
carpentry.

David Cowan
Builder

Reg. DB-L71510

b s

0425 81443 CoWAN

CONCRETING

LB1093

BUILDER

VANDERMEER & SO

* Bathrooms - Plastering ¢ Painting
* Pergolas * Renovations

PAUL VANDERMEER
Mobile: 0427 750 568
FREE QUOTES

Over 25 years experience
Bathrooms a speciality
* Decking ¢ Concrete retainer walls * Kitchens

* Doors & window installation ¢ Built-in robes

CONCRETING

NS

V0124

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

Bass Coast

I . ‘ m
Heating & A/C install and maintenance

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
Nick 0421 170 827

nick(@dbasscoasthvac.com.au

ASPHALTING

ASPHALT

Schoolgrounds, Driveways
Carparks & repairs

Mike Rowley 0411 412 707
66 Nardoo Street, Cape Paterson 3995

BOOKKEEPING

J L BAS &
BOOKKEEPING
SOLUTIONS

BAS Agent
26280606

Julie Appleyard
0429 425 252
info@jlbbs.com.au

Xero Advisor

Specialising in: ® Extensions
e Renovations ® New Homes
Decks & Pergolas
e Stairs-Internal & External

ABN 75092084574
aschmidtbuilders@bigpond.com

BUILDER

Efﬂraﬁw

Brod MeCormack Homes

"‘W"

0428 496 266  +

brad@bradmccormackhomes.com.au

SCHMIDTBUILDERS

TRADITIONAL QUALITY CARPENTRY

e Private Jetties ® Retaining Walls

Adam Schmidt 0418 139 352

Specialist builder of period style custom homes.

CDB-

V0088

REINFORCED CONCRETE
SOUTH GIPPSLAND

For all your

concreting needs
Phone: 0447 137 009

Email:
reinforcedconcreteaustralia@gmail.com

SG CONCRETING
LANDSCAPING @

House Slabs -

Property Maintenance
s.g.concreting@hotmail.com

}
IBASS COAST

CONCRETING

0491 950 6490

® Trenching

since 2001

® Bucket work
® Rotary Hoe

Operating locally

0408 3871722

DINGO SERVICES

® Dingo (rubber tracks) ® 2 ton excavator
® Post hole boring

HM2969

-ul -ll

Driveways
Shed Floors - Paths
Retaining Walls

IAN 0431105213

E€ARTHMOVING & TREES

EARTH MOVING 8 TREES

TREVOR BUNN 0427572 270

E: tbunn@outlook.com.au

* CAT326 Excavator 26 tonne
* CATD7 Bulldozer 25 tonne
* Giltrap Tip Trailers 16 tonne
* MF 7615 4WD tractor with front
end loader (180 horsepower) * Power grader
* Scraper ¢ Large wood chipper that can
handle any size logs, alternative to burning

MACHINERY:

LB1212

HM9644

For all your electrical works including

- Maintenance and Repairs
- TV, data and home networking
- Lighting installations & upgrades

- Kitchen appliances install
JOEL SHARPE 0412 950 720
www jselectricians.com.au

g

ELECTRICIANS
| mec. 31576

HM9101

- Domestic upgrades

CURTAINS & BLINDS

Il curtains

B shutters

JEN1971

U 66015

dc b value in every dollar

1 blinds
% outdoor

dollar curtains  blinds

21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi 5672 2915
www.dollarcurtainsandblinds.com.au

JA19734

DECK RESTORATION

CARPET CLEANING
=

N Call David Britt today

0400 907 201

"'\' .
. * Carpets ¢ Tiles'*"Cars
.* Upholstery « Mattressesuw.=
Reasonable rates and frlendly s'é"lj\;lce

o

HM6631
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DeckSeal

h N
g
Spemalls_ts in re_storatlon

& preservation of timber decks
Residential & Commercial

©
IS
&
2
2
3

==

Advertise your business in the

TRADESX;SERVICES

$50

$33.70 per edition mono

(Min of five consecutive editions)

your advertisement to:

or phone 5672 1888

We accept: E @

Sentinel-Times

DIRECTORY

per edition
full colour

Send the details of

ads@sgst.com.au




TRADES

S

ELECTRONICS

James Dell
10 Ashenden Street
Leongatha, Vic, 3953

5662 3891
admin@gardnerelectronics.com.au

Gardner Electronics

Security/Access control « CCTV » TV
* Data/Phone * Home Theatre * PA

i CARPET ONE
e beautifully for les
LET US GIVE YOU A QUOTE

carpetone.com.au
21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi
5672 2915

GARAGES & SHEDS

LB0703

AR
« PRl

JA21812

——I.—.-.__-_-_-‘-i-._ S TRATS
GIPPSLAND
| GARAGES & SHEDS | AUTHORISED DEALER

Ask us about our patios.
Your local, qualified project specialist.
Permits, construction. 1st class service.

Contact Gavin 0433 902 969
www.gippslandgarages.com
FREE QUOTES Site visits subject to T&C's.

VACUUM
GUTTER CLEANING

Tree Pruning & Removals | Solar Panel Cleaning
Fully insured and 20 years experience

IMPACT\

Phone Lochie
TREES & GUTTERS \ }

0417 315 846
Vacuum Gutter Cleaning | Tree Pruning & Removals impacttg@bigpond.com

Servicing all areas IR
HOME & GARDEN

Gippsland Home & Garden Maintenance

» Lawns - small acreages, large residential blocks

¢ Customised holiday property packages
» Seasonal fruit tree pruning

» Complete bathroom reno’s

JA23310

LB1002

JEN1407

by qualified tradesman Yeaws of q“al”ty
« Tiling, painting, experience
pressure cleaning ~ John 0414 917 468

Call now for a quote!

LANDSCAPING

£ ]G]
Contact Peter 0418 265 615

+ Landscaping

* Excavation

* Crushed rock driveways
* Drainage

* Retaining walls

ALL JOBS BIG AND SMALL

AF0016

www.sundconstruction.au
sundconstruction@hotmail.com

LANDSCAPING & CONCRETING
A.B LANDSCAPING

¢ Retaining Walls e Paving
e Small Brick Repairs
e Concreting e Landscaping
SMALL JOBS WELCOME

Phone Andrew 0408 822 263

' LAWN MOWING
............ .

Q Call 131 546

v FREE QUOTES
Ji"mi-"'--;— o v Fully insured
-l v Police checked
me'"g v/ OH&S compliant
Meed it Done® v All work guaranteed
Jimi's the One | RISKEREE |

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning, hedging,
rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, weeding,
mulching, odd jobs
Www.jimsmowing.com.au

& cFMmoTa
WELSHPOOL

OUTDOORS
ItEjPh: 03 5688 1304

JEN2335

LB0701

ME0288

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT ™%
WORKSHOP REPAIRS
ORIGIN GAS DELIVERIES

welshpooloutdoors@bigpond.com.au
19 Main Street, Welshpool, VIC, 3966

orlgln

FI

|

BRUSH STROKES
PAINTING SERVICE

& L —=u |
No_job foo small : ;
MIKE FERNLEY

0488 158 556

V0144

Bass Coast
HOME MAINTENANGE
& IMPROVEMENTS

For all repairs and
improvements to your home.
Quality workmanship at affordable prices.

Call Peter: 0466 115 776

Registered Builder - No: DB-U 4466

o

LB1296

HYGIENE SERVICES

medico ©

* Collection of clinical and related waste including sharps
* Servicing ALL washroom related products NEED
o i A SOLUTION?

- Sfuutary units, n.appy units - WE HAVE IT!
- Air freshener units, W/C & urinal deep cleans
e FREE clinical and related waste audits Servicing all of

o ('onfi i ; . ; Victoria and Southern
Confidential document disposal service New South Wales

Phone:1800 medico (1800 633 426)

www.medicoservices.com.au 100% Australian owned and operated

HYGIENE SERVICES
WASTE DISPOSAL

LB0700

PAINTER

LOCAL
PRINTER

Aden Vandermeer.
Wonthaggiand =
surrounding areas.
FREE QUOTE.

0433 921114

V0041

X SERVICES

DIRECTORY

PAINTER / DECORATOR

M & J PAINTING

All aspects of painting

SPECIALISING IN

PRE-SALE MAKEOVERS .,i )

Commercial/Scheduled maintenance
Reliable and prompt

Call Mal 0448 101 771

PLASTERER

LOOKING FOR A PLASTERER?

All aspects of
Rendering & Plastering
New and existing homes

FJMAROTTA
RENDERING & PLASTERING

0400 599 170
KEANE & SON

House Restumping & Levelling

LB0382

Paul Keane .~
T 0427 080 309 |[®[]#

keanesrestumpting@outlook.com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

JEN0276

STEEL & ROOFING SUPPLIES

McRae Engineering

GENERAL FABRICATION, STRUCTURAL STEEL,
FARM AND EARTHMOVING,
MACHINERY REPAIRS, SHEDS, DAIRIES ETC.

LB0702

CONSIDER IT Eéiii-!!i'| ErF &

DELIVERIES ARRANGED OR PICK UPS WELCOME

5664 7408 | 0427 343 498 | 134 Whitelaw St, Meeniyan
shaun@mcraeengineering.net.au

mNE

APOLLO TILING

WALL & FLOOR
WATERPROOFING & SCREEDING

& Prusidig Qally Sorvee @

Servicing Nyora, Loch and Korumburra

steve 0425 815 764

01N

@

AC0731

TIMBER SUPPLIER

Pretty Good Wood ///——A\A

Sustainable and legal PRETTY GOODWOOD
hardwood timber supply =

H

- Custom timber milling
- Wholesale firewood supply

0488 628 311

jon@prettygoodwood.com.au Glen Alvie

AF0023

REMOVALISTS & STORAGE
Local &
W Interstate
W * Domestic
Removalists geamng
& Storage * House
© . 8 Cleaning
& * Storage

Gl Sove or Hhoresa (Freecall)

1800 441 259 or 0418 303 652
Email: stevesuckling007@gmail.com

ROOF RESTORATION

$.0.5.ROOFING

YOUR LOCAL ROOFER
¢ Find and fix leaks ® Roof repainting
* Roofing repointing ¢ Valley renewal
* Roof demossing ¢ Guttering ¢ Gutter cleaning

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Call Steve 0412 160 071

JEN1982

South Gippsland
Security Services

* Patrols * Guards ¢ Alarm responses
* Alarm monitoring
Your local security company for
Leongatha, Korumburra & district
Call Peter & Lesley Allman 5662 4280
Mob. 0427 516 317. Fax 5662 4259.
Lic. No. 655-194-505  sgsecurity@bigpond.com

JEN1988

DISTRICT

- FRRRATNIING

18 BNCERIIGES

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL | INDUSTRIAL

ME0607

islandenergy

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

e =

1300 534110

LB0165

|

* Free Quotes.

* Qualified Arborist
and Fully Insured.

* Over 10 years

EEEs‘fT’HEEs
2 I expertise.

* Firewood Sales
* Tree care and advice * Pruning
* Removal « Mulching « Stump grinding

CALL BRENDAN RYAN 0448169 258

ne
=y
TREE ),

e ] b
TREE SERVICE

V0302

Fully Insured

Contracting

Cherry Picker
Qualified Arborist
Qualified Climber
Chipper/Tree Removals
Stump Grinding

o
&
3
@
3

www.treex.com.au
Office

0493 425 800

WASTE SOLUTIONS

Permanent
waste solutions

Call the commercial and residential
waste specialists today!

N 5672 2056
"-IEEL—&—WAI%IE

www.wheelawaste.com.au
EPA Registered R0O00301404

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Duane Thomas

0409 968 040

F

WINDOW REPLACEMENT

& | WESTERNPORT

WINDOWS AND HOME MAINTENANCE

MARK
P: 0418 686 583

ALUMINIUM & TIMBER WINDOW REPLACEMENT
DECKS | PERGOLAS | VERANDAS

&
1

LB0384
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GRIGGS, Noelle:

Celebrating her 90th
birthday with children
and her brother.

At the Leongatha RSL
with her brother Barry
Michael.

DEATHS

BAWDEN,
Jason (Jay):

Passed away
surrounded by family
on September 12,
2025.

Aged 55 years.
Loved husband of Lee.

Loving dad and
father-in-law of Tommy
and Tammi, Tamara
(Twinkle) and Jake,
Renee, Krissy
and Rory.

Adored Poppy to all his
grandchildren. Loved
son of Tom and Judy

(both dec.), loved
brother of Kathy,
Allan, and Ann.

Gone Fishing,
catch ya later.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

12 NOON
MONDAYS

DEATHS

COOPER,
Laurence:

18/11/1934 - 29/8/2025.

Laurie died after a
shortillness and a very
full 90 years of life.

Formerly of Foster,
Toora and Wonthaggi.

Loving husband of
Julie (dec.), dearly
loved father of Mandy,
Linda, Geoffrey
and Johnathan.

Laurie was a keen
member of the
Wonthaggi, Foster and
Welshpool Golf Clubs
and The Masonic
Lodge. A rich life of
diligent endeavour.

Rest in Peace Loz.

A Memorial Service will
be held at the Mentone
RSL on Tuesday,
September 23,
at 11am.

DRINKEN
(nee Gosling), June:

Born on June 8, 1933.
Passed away
September 11, 2025.

Loving wife of Hans
(dec).

A very special lady,
friend and neighbour
of 40 years.

We will miss our
quiet chats and
companionship.

Lorraine and Peter

DUMERGUE,
Peter:

27.02.1945 - 11.09.2025.

Soul mate to Marg.
Beloved father of
Yvette and Jean-Paul.
‘Pete’ to Lulu.

You will live on forever
in our hearts.

E IEI.I'II! IIL:&’@I e I{‘ I'son

Locally owned

p—_ and operated by
oy \ Scott & Sharon
Anderson

{4}

" | 56721074

Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi
3085 Loch-Wonthaggi Road, Wonthaggi
(PO Box 35)

Cowes office (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171

Email: info@handafunerals.com.au
www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au
AFEDA.

ESTCF Ty

JENC5055

DEATHS

FOSTER
(nee Gardiner),
Jean Elizabeth:

Born on August 12,
1927. Passed away
September 11, 2025.

Loving wife of Alan
(dec).

Much loved and adored
mum and mother-in-
law to Barry and Marg,
Greg and Noella, Julie
and Mick, lan and
Eileen.

Gentle, loving and
treasured grandma and
great grandma to their
families.

We will miss you and
treasure our memories
of you forever.

GARDINER,
Evelyn Joyce:

26.07.1936 - 05.09.2025.

Much loved sister-in-
law to Mary and Trevor
(dec.) and Auntie Ev to

Gary, Irene, Joy, Phil
(dec.) Pam, Ray, Vicki,

Andrew and families.

Rest in peace Ev
you will forever be
in our hearts.

GARDINER,
Evelyn Joyce:

26.07.1936 - 05.09.2025.

Cherished sister-in-
law. Although much of
our family has passed,
Ev’s memory lives on

in those who remain.

Reunited with her
beloved Stu.

DEATHS

JAKSCHIK,
Robyn Claire:

Passed away on
September 9, 2025,
aged 38 years after a
long courageous
battle.

Dearly loved wife of
Ben, mother to Marcus
and Xander, daughter
of Gill and Peter (dec.)

and sister to Anna
and Sam.

A private cremation will
be held on Tuesday,
September 23, and a
celebration of her life

will follow in November.

McDONALD,
Stefani:

God reached out and
took your hand.
By his side,
you now stand.
An angel above,

a guiding light.

A protector through
both day and night.
Your beautiful spirit
and giving heart.
An example to all, even
though we're apart.
Your kind, caring
nature shared with all
To be more like this,
that is our call.

To honour your
memory however
we may.

To speak your name
throughout the day.
You'll always be held
so close and dear.
But for our loss, we
shed a tear.

Dearly loved always,
Nonna, Cris, Nico,
Lilliana and families

HARWODOD

FUNIRALE

Family owned and locally based Funeral
Directors. We bring 25 years experience
to families in Traralgon, Morwell,
Churchill, Moe, Trafalgar, Korumburra
and surrounding areas.

THE CHOICE IS YOURS
Practical, sensible and affordable.
We offer both at-need and pre-paid
funerals. Dignity and Respect, always.

CREMATION PACKAGES
FROM $3,300

JENCS5061

www.harwoodfunerals.com.au
For 247 support 0405 669 532

DEATHS

REA,
Gwenda Mary:

Passed away
peacefully at Inverloch
Coast Care, aged 95.

Beloved wife of
Thomas (dec.).
Dearly loved mother
of Jeanette (dec.).
Loved aunty of Linley,
Michael, Andrew
and Libby.

Reunited with her
loving family.

SINGLETON, Ellen
‘Ellie’ Joyce:

24.05.1939 -
03.09.2025 (86 years).

Beloved wife to Les
(dec.) for 61 years

Mother to Tracey
(dec.), Lisa, Robyn,
Kerry, Johnny and

Jodie.

Mother-In-Law to
Rainer, Peter (dec.),
Steve, Barry and
Derek.

Nanny to Vivienne and
Greg, Geoffrey and
Raeleyn, Stephanie,
Keith, Stephen, Katie

and Jason, Jason
(dec.), Robert (dec.),
Jenelle, Tamika and
Lewis, Leith, Steven,
Tyler, Lachlan and
Leslie.

Great Nanny to Brodie,
Tyson, Liam, Tarkyn,
Maison, Keyon, Logan,
Ethan, Braxton, Fallon,
Isaac, Layla, Axel,
Marah, Lahni, Austin,
Jake, Ilvy-Mae, Ruby,
Arlo, Maverick, Lily
Anne and Benjamin.

Sister to Kathy (dec.),

Thomas (dec.), Barry

(dec.), Billy (dec.) and
Robert (dec.).

Mum, nanny and friend
to so many more.

Reunited with Dad and
your loved ones that
passed before you.

DEATHS

SNOW, Anthony
‘Tony’:
Aged 83 years.

Passed away
peacefully on Father’s
Day, Sunday
September 7, 2025, in
Bairnsdale with his
ever-loving wife
Sandra by his side.

Beloved dad of Jodie;
Melissa and Tristan
and their partners,

Brett, David and Deb.

Adored Parzy of
Sammy, Elise, Jake,
Ben, Tom and Josh
and their partners.

Cherished Pa of Kole,
Edie, Lettie, Tilly
and Nellie.

Tony was at home on
Raymond Island until
recently and spent his
last three weeks at
Bupa Aged Care
Eastwood, where their
care and compassion
will never be forgotten
by the family.

“It’'s not what we have
in life, but who we have
in our life that really
matters.

Thank you for being
mine.”

Always in our hearts.

In keeping with Tony’s
wishes a private
cremation has
been held.

Stephen Baggs
Funeral Directors
Bairnsdale 5153 2150

SNOW, Tony:
07.09.25.

Farewell my kind
considerate friend. |
have had lots of funny,
happy, sad and crazy
times with your family
over 55 years of
friendship. Now its time
to rest.

To Sandra and Family
“you did good.”

Lots of love Lindy Loo
XXX

EST 1530 UK

1882 AUSTRALIA
ABN 83 076 028 790
BARRY WAKLEY
SCULPTORS AND
MONUMENTAL MASONS

“Memorials of Distinction”

Solid Granite monuments in many
colors and designs to suit any budget.
Letter cutting and renovation.

JENC5057

18 Inverloch Road, Wonthaggi 5657 3341

info@barrywakleysculptor.com.au

i
¥ o b

e =

AL WS OR
HANDLEY FUNERALS
_\-\.\‘_

o).(e
L]

= Nt

Proudly supporting
families across the
Gippsland Region

Office & Chapel
24 Anderson Street, Leongatha
03 56 622 717

www.handleyfuneralservices.com.au

24 hours, 7 days a week
A.FD.A

JAC0099

MILKINS

FUNERALS

WONTHAGGI

Inc. Wonthaggi Funeral Services. Est 1973.

— Servicing all distrigts ~
~ Chapel facilities available ~

For prompt and personalised
service phone

PHILLIP ISLAND 5952 3485

PRE-ARRANGED AND PRE-PAID
FACILITIES AVAILABLE

Office - 102 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

5672 3123

JENC5319

Servicing South Gippsland & Bass Coast
Just as we have in Gippsland for over 65 years

» Granite Memorials
» Renovations & Additions
« Plaques & Accessories

On-site and in-home appointments
Pensioner discounts

Jamie 0402 850 603
Lou 0400 076 736
Office 5134 2885
keenanmemorials@gmail.com
www.keenanmemorials.com.au

Lot ts Croats That Final Gt

JENC5060
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FUNERALS

BAWDEN:

The Funeral Service
for Jason (Jay) Bawden
will be held at
Handley and Anderson
Chapel, 3085 Loch-
Wonthaggi Road,
Wonthaggi on
Thursday, September
18, 2025, commencing
at 2pm.

A Private Cremation
will follow.

Please wear your
fishing tops or
casual attire.

DRINKEN
(nee Gosling):

The Funeral Service
and Committal for
Cremation for Mrs.
June Drinken (nee

Gosling) will be held at
Handley Funeral
Service Chapel,

24 Anderson Street,
Leongatha Monday,

September 22, 2025,

commencing at 11am.

o

HAMNDLEY
FUNERALS

LECyGaTna &
L L]

FOSTER
(nee Gardiner):

A Memorial Service for
Mrs. Jean Elizabeth
Foster (nee Gardiner)
will be held at
Leongatha RSL,
Crn Smith St & Michael
Pl, Leongatha on
Friday, September 19,
2025, commencing at
2:00pm.

D

HANDLEY
FUNEHRALS

LESOLATIAR,
g F sl

REA:
A Funeral Service to
Celebrate the Life of
Mrs. Gwenda Mary
Rea will be held at the
Arawata Uniting
Church, Fairbank
Road, Arawata on
Thursday, September
18, 2025, commencing
1:30pm.
Private Cremation

HANLEY:
In loving memory of
our dear mother Sarah
(Sadie) Hanley.

12 months have
passed since you left
us, September 18,
2024.

But your love and spirit
continues to shine
brightly in our hearts.

You are forever missed
mum but never
forgotten.

Lovingly remembered
by your family.

May God bless you.

HODGSON, Dave:
18.09.2002.

Dad, father-in-law,
grandpa and mate.

You left us with
beautiful memories.
Your love is still our
guide. Although we

cannot see you,

we know you are
by our side.

Loved always by
Kristine, Barry (dec.)
and your family.

SMITH, Susan Joy:
17/03/1957 - 17/09/2015.
2025 marks a decade

since Sue’s passing.

The only bright light
since that day is the
birth of our beautiful
granddaughter Lucille
Susan Smith,
June 18, 2025.

The saddest moment is
when the person who
gave you the memories
becomes the
memory!!! Forever in
our thoughts!!

--- Daryl, Nathan,
Johanna and Lucille.
Cindy, Matt,
Noah and Eliah.

FOR SALE

FILING
CABINETS

Brand new with
an anti-tilt
safety feature

Available in 2, 3
and 4 drawers.
Over 8 colours to
choose from.
Order now at the
Sentinel-Times
Wonthaggi office

HMC14130

priwoosiiyhuaas 47 McBride Avenue
5672 1888
RISSTROM: 5 Fk:_REW:)OID:d
The funeral service for cu 'C$";eoée oads.

Harvey Lancelot
Risstrom to be held at
Drysdale United
Church, High St,
Drysdale, on Friday,
September 19 at 11am.

SINGLETON:

The funeral of Mrs.

Ellen ‘Ellie’ Joyce
Singleton will be held
at the Stony Creek
Football and Netball
Club commencing at

2pm on Monday,
September 22, 2025.

A private cremation

will follow.
! '“'Ii:' PRRLANDE
v

Contact-5657 3291.

OLD PORT
POULTRY FARM:
Delivering 18 week old
Isa Brown laying hens
to your area on
Sunday, September 21.
$32 each.

0438 832 535.

PLANT SALE:
Every Friday and
Saturday in September.
9am - 3pm.

235 Lowrys Road,
Fish Creek.
Natives, pots, tubes,
bunches, flowering
shrubs, hanging
baskets etc.
Cash or card.




USED CARS
TRUCKS & TRACTORS
LY.V.V.VV.V.V.V.V.V.V.V

CAR REMOVAL
WE PAY
YOU'

Bass Coast Recyclers

5672 2946
0417 556 593 §

*Conditions apply

BASS COAST
CAR REMOVALS

We pay you for your
unwanted cars,
4x4’s & trucks

We can remove farm
scrap metal for free.
Towing now available.

Call Shane
7 days a week

5678 2002 or
0407 599 616

NOTICE TO
ADVERTISERS:

Advertisements offering a
used motor car for sale must
include in the advertisement:
(a) The cash price of the
motor car; and
(b) Whichever of the
following is applicable...
« If the motor car is
registered, the registration
number; or
« If the motor car is
unregistered, the engine
number of the vehicle.

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED ANTIQUES,
COLLECTABLES,
ESTATE LOTS,
JEWELLERY AND
SHED ITEMS:
Cash paid.

0417 108 286.

JENC5058

HMC14139

PERSONALS

CRANBOURNE:
Male. 72 years.
Widower, slim.

Seeking a lady for

friendship and possible
travel companion
by caravan.
Brian, 0451 776 821.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Ready to
Make

Changes?

Jason Crestani,
your local
Psychologist!
Over 28 years
experience
Local resident.
Sees children &
adults too NDIS
and Medicare
ASD, IQ & ADHD
Assessments
www.inspiredhoney.com

P: 0425 764 733

JENC5062

Ci

PUBLIC NOTICES

BASS
MARKET

Community Market,
Hade Ave,
Saturday
September 20,
8am-1pm
All enquiries to
0490 852 753

AFC0137
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SITUATIONS VACANT

@Llifeline

HELP IS AS
CLOSE AS THE

TELEPHONE

131114

CREDITORS,
next-of-kin and others
having claims against

the Estate of ROMA
MITCHARD, late of
Koorooman House
Nursing Home, 23
Sloane Avenue,
Leongatha VIC 3953
who died on 29 March
2025 are required by
the Executor GRAHAM
CHARLES MITCHARD
to send detailed
particulars of their
claims to the said
Executor c/- Prior Law
of 28 Bair Street, by 18
November 2025 after
which date the
Executors will proceed
to distribute the said
Estate having regard
only to the claims of
which it then has
notice. Grant of
Probate was obtained
in Victoria on 11 July
2025.PRIOR LAWY,

28 Bair Street,

Leongatha VIC 3953

fled

SITUATIONS VACANT

EXOTIQUE

LASHES & ‘BEAUTY

Lash & Brow Artist

We're looking for a passionate Lash
& Brow Artist (Qualified or Trainee) to
join our busy Leongatha Salon.

Our applicant will have these qualities:

* Excellent personal presentation

+ Customer skills

* Attention to detail

* Natural creativity

* Keen to learn

* Love social media

* Want to be an amazing Lash and
Brow Artist.

Please send your resume
attention to Heather at
heatherf@exotiquelashes.com.au

ME0622

Groundskeeper/
Animal Attendant

Full-time
9am-5.30pm Friday-Tuesday
Phillip Island Wildlife Park (Cowes)

Must have farm or similar experience &
be able to demonstrate competent use of
chainsaw & brushcutter.

cleaning, mulching, unloading deliveries,
animal feed prep. (inc. meat), animal
feeding, basic carpentry/plumbing, mowing.

Involves working outside in all weather &
heavy lifting, so requires physical fitness.
Fast paced & hands on, suited to someone
who enjoys being busy & outdoors.
Experience with weed/pest control, fencing
& tractor operation desirable.

Clean/tidy personal presentation, current

Availability on weekends/public holidays is
absolutely essential.

Please include a minimum of
2 references when applying to:
recruitment.piwp@gmail.com

Duties include general maintenance, raking,

drivers licence & reliable transport required.

AF0031

“ ROSE LODGE

|' COMMUNITY AGID CARE

Head Chef

Rose Lodge is a not-for-profit Aged

Care facility located in Wonthaggi that is
committed to providing high quality care and
support to our residents. We believe that our
dedication and compassionate staff are the
key to our success.

We are always looking for talented and
passionate individuals who are committed
to making a positive difference in the lives
of others and share our values which

are: Community, Respect, Wellbeing,
Accountability and Partnership.

Rose Lodge is currently seeking a
Head Chef.

What you’ll do:

* Lead and inspire a dedicated catering team
to deliver high-quality, flavoursome meals

* Plan and execute seasonal menus that
meet residents’ tastes, preferences, and
dietary needs

* Ensure compliance with the Aged Care
Quality Standards and all relevant food
safety regulations

» Manage budgets, ordering, and rostering
while maintaining cost-efficiency

« Build strong, positive relationships with
residents, their families, and the care team

What we’re looking for:

* Proven experience as a Chef Manager,
Head Chef, or similar leadership role in
aged care

+ A genuine passion for food and the joy it
brings to people

« Strong knowledge of aged care catering
requirements, including IDDSI and
specialised diets

* Understanding of the Aged Care Quality
Standards and commitment to compliance

* Exceptional communication, leadership,
and organisational skills

If you are interested or would like a copy of
the Position Description.

Please email your resume and
application letter to:
education@roselodge.com.au

JA23538

CREDITORS,
next-of-kin and others
having claims against
the Estate of JANET
KINNEAR KELLY, late

of 27 Queen Street,
Korumburra VIC 3950
who died on 1 August
2019 are required by
the Executors ELVIE
JEAN CLARK and
GRAHAM LINDSAY
KELLY to send detailed
particulars of their
claims to the said
Executor c¢/- Prior Law
of 28 Bair Street, by 18
November 2025 after
which date the
Executors will proceed
to distribute the said
Estate having regard
only to the claims of
which it then has
notice. Grant of
Probate was obtained
in Victoria on 12 June
2024.PRIOR LAW,

28 Bair Street,

Leongatha VIC 3953

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

12 NOON
MONDAYS

Leongatha

* Full-Time/Permanent
« Starting Location Toora
* Flexible Working Arrangements Available

Network Maintenance Technician

With our 2040 Vision and Strategy guiding us toward our vision - to be a trusted partner,
advancing water services to support customer and community aspirations - we are seeking a
skilled, enthusiastic and community focused person to join us.

South Gippsland Water is a diverse, community-oriented organisation and offer the following:
« Strong focus on career opportunities, professional development and training

« Highly flexible work options, including modified hours and/or work weeks

» Employee Assistance Program and broad wellbeing offers

« Family friendly workplace, including Paid Parental Leave

* Attractive Salary Packaging options available (eligibility conditions apply)

« Flexibility to work from home, with base location at any of our offices in Wonthaggi, Foster or

Appllcatlons Close: Tuesday, September 16 at 5pm

= South
GippslandWater

Diversity is celebrated and respected as important for our wellbeing and success. Through
our Equity, Inclusion and Diversity Strategic Plan, Gender Equality Action Plan and upcoming
Reconciliation Action Plan we are actively working to address the gender pay gap, create
opportunities for underrepresented groups and partner with Traditional Owners.

JEN2364

Please go to https://www.sgwater.com.au/careers/
for more details about SGW, the role and how to apply

Sentinel-Times

DEADLINES

Classified single column
Mondays 12.00 noon
Classified double column
Fridays 3.00pm

Please notethatdouble column advertisements
requiring a proof must be received at least two
hours prior to deadline and proofs will not be
provided for single column advertisements.

TO ADVERTISE

Phone:
5672 1888

Email:
ads@sgst.com.au

In person:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi

Mail:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi

00O

Office Hours:
9am-5pm Monday to Friday

Payments accepted:
e visa

Advertising conditions:

Full name and address of advertiser must be
supplied even though not necessarily
included in advertisement.

The publishers reserve the right to omit and
alter any advertisement. Please check your
ad is correct the first day it appears. While
every care is taken to ensure your ad is
correct, errors can occur. We regret that we
cannot be responsible for any errors beyond
the first day if you fail to bring it to our
attention.

All advertisements must be prepaid unless
client has an existing credit facility. Accounts
are due and payable on the due date as
shown on the account.

The Motor Car Traders Regulations:

States that from July 1, 1998 all
advertisements for used vehicles including
motorcycles must include the cash price
of vehicle and registration number or
engine number if not registered.
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Employment

Complete jobs listing online | www.sgst.com.au

Bass Coast Handy Man
S

BRB Law has an exciting
opportunity for a Lawyer.
The firm is seeking a lawyer
with two plus years of experience.

BRB LAW is a leading firm in South
Gippsland and offers legal service
in residential, business, rural and
commercial conveyancing, estate

Painting Services

requires a trades assistant,
labourer or tradie to join their team.

PHONE RICK 0405 338 949

Must have references.

JA23540

planning, wills and powers of attorney,
ADVEHTISEBS PI.EASE NoTE_ probate, commercial law and family law.
Much hardship and difficulty is caused to
jobseekers by misleading advertisements
placed in the employment columns.

Our Positions Vacant / Situations Vacant
columns are reserved for advertisements
which carry a specific and genuine offer of
employment.

Ads for ‘Business Opportunities’,
‘Commission Only/Sales,” training courses
and employment services should be
submitted under those headings.

This position offers opportunities for
career development and to work in all
these areas of the firm.

Applicants should include a short cover
letter and resume.

Please forward your application to
info@brblaw.com.au.
Applications close at 5pm
Tuesday, October 7, 2025.

MEO0611

Placing misleading job ads is an offence H™ H
against the ACL and all advertisements Adn_"nIStratlve
are subject to the publisher’s approval. Assistant

For further advice contact the Australian
Competition and Consumer Commission on
1300 302 502 or Consumer Affairs Victoria.

BRB Law is seeking an
administrative assistant.

Roles include:

* Reception

* Diary Management

» Opening, closing and managing files
* Preparation of documents/letters

* Liasing with clients

* Filing

* Archiving

» Deeds management

* Assistance to lawyers

* General clerical duties

Skills in Outlook, Word and Excel are
important. Prior experience in the legal
industry would be desirable but is not a
requirement.

Please submit applications to
info@brblaw.com.au

Applications close 5pm,
Tuesday, September 30, 2025

ROSE LODGE

COMMLUNITY AGID CARE

&
‘

Environmental
Services Supervisor

Rose Lodge is a not-for-profit Aged

Care facility located in Wonthaggi that is
committed to providing high quality care and
support to our residents. We believe that our
dedication and compassionate staff are the
key to our success.

We are always looking for talented and
passionate individuals who are committed
to making a positive difference in the lives
of others and share our values which

are: Community, Respect, Wellbeing,
Accountability and Partnership.

Rose Lodge is currently seeking an
Environmental Services Supervisor

About you:

* Proven experience leading a team and
managing commercial kitchen operations
and rostering.

+ Cleaning and Laundry experience

* Experience with cleaning audits

If you are interested or would like a copy of
the Position Description.

Please email your resume and
application letter to:
education@roselodge.com.au

ME0595

Advertise your job vacancy
in the Sentinel-Times and get a
FREE listing in our online
and searchable directory at

www.sgst.com.au

Email your job adverts to:
ads@sgst.com.au

DEADLINE: Fridays 3.30pm

Sentinel-Times

JA23539

i

Water Treatment Plant Operator Gippsland Water

With our 2040 Vision and Strategy guiding us toward our vision - to be a trusted partner,
advancing water services to support customer and community aspirations - we are seeking a
skilled, enthusiastic and community focused person to join us.

South Gippsland Water is a diverse, community-oriented organisation and offer the following:
« Strong focus on career opportunities, professional development and training

* Highly flexible work options, including modified hours and/or work weeks

» Employee Assistance Program and broad wellbeing offers

« Family friendly workplace, including Paid Parental Leave

« Attractive Salary Packaging options available (eligibility conditions apply)

Diversity is celebrated and respected as important for our wellbeing and success. Through
our Equity, Inclusion and Diversity Strategic Plan, Gender Equality Action Plan and upcoming
Reconciliation Action Plan we are actively working to address the gender pay gap, create
opportunities for underrepresented groups and partner with Traditional Owners.

» Permanent Full Time
« Starting Location Western Region
* Flexible Working Arrangements Available

Please go to https://www.sgwater.com.au/careers/
for more details about SGW, the role and how to apply

AF0029

Applications Close: Monday, September 29, 2025 at 5pm

el - '
Korumburra Scout Group’s Cub of the Year Liam Sage with
Ysabella Graham and Charlie Graham-Cross.

Korumburra Scouts awarded

KORUMBURRA Scout Group re-
cently came together for its annual
report and presentation night,
which was a chance to celebrate
the achievements of local young
people and thank the leaders and
volunteers who keep the group
running,

A highlight of the evening was
the award presentation, which ac-
knowledged outstanding individu-
als from each section.

These awards celebrated their
contributions and accomplish-
ments within the Scouting pro-
gram.

Rose Hiddleston received the
Joey of the Year award.

Liam Sage received the Cub of
the Year award.

Cade Manks received the Scout
of the Year award.

Adult members Mel Wolswinkel
and Travis Davidge were also rec-
ognised for their dedication and
years of service.

Heidi Lang was welcomed as the
new Group Leader, taking over the
role from Wombat Lyons.

The group also took the opportu-
nity to thank Wombat for the sup-
port he has given in that role over
the past two years.

Committee chairperson Brad
Dangerfield announced he would
be stepping back from the role,
but still remaining active on the
group committee.

Looking ahead, a major focus of
the group will be renovating the
Korumburra Scout Hall so it can
continue to serve both the Scout
Group and the wider community
for years to come.

The group is always keen to wel-
come new members and volun-
teers.

To find out more, visit the Scouts
Victoria website or get in touch
via the Korumburra Scout Group
Facebook page.

Group Leaders

Cade Manks was named Korumburra Scout
Group’s Scout of the Year. He is pictured with
Group Leader Kelly Graham.

Korumburra Scout Group’s incoming Group
Leader Heidi Lang pictured with outgoing
Group Leader Wombat Lyons.

| 19 o |

Joey of the Year Rose Hiddleston was
congratulated by Group Leaders Laura Johncey
and Michael Hart.

SITUATIONS VACANT PUBLIC NOTICES

South Gippsland Hospital b .*. z
@ mﬁmﬁ‘*’ A

Positions Vacant
Occupational Therapist

Making a real
difference in the

Grade 2
0.42 EFT fixed term parental leave position

lives of people
across Bass Coast.

Allied Health Assistant - Casual
AHA, Grade 2

For more information:
https://southgippslandhospital.com.au/
employment-2/

Volunteer Expression of Interest
Community Information Volunteer
Volunteer Catering Administration Assistant
For more information call
Annie on 5683 9704
www.southgippslandhospital.com.au/
volunteers

If you can give, please
give where you live.

AF0028

HM7077
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SGB success at State Championships

IT WAS a big weekend of rac-
ing for the SGB swimmers rac-
ing at the Victorian Age Short
Course finals at MSAC on the
weekend. Thirty-three Swim-
mers aged 12-18 raced in a
range of distances from 50 to
800 metre, over the three days,
in all strokes. Swimmers raced
heats in the morning, and then
those who were lucky enough
to qualify for finals returned to
compete at night.

It was a busy place, with two
pools running side by side dur-
ing the heats, the spectators
had plenty of action to watch
and provided plenty of cheering
from the stands from the swim-
mers’ supportive teammates
and families. The event was also
live-streamed, with fans able to
cheer them on at home.

Coach Dylan was thrilled with
the weekend’s efforts.

“Its been quite a short sea-
son of Short Course racing
this year, so to have one of the
largest regional clubs here is
fantastic. They all dug deep af-
ter Countries and worked on
some areas they wanted to try
and improve, and to see these
results is really pleasing. They
should be very proud of them-
selves.”

Coach Lorri loved seeing the
swimmers do so well.

“Seeing our first timers up
there on the blocks always
makes me smile. Over the
years, they train hard, and the
lucky ones are able to qualify
and swim here. They are al-
ways so excited to get their
State cap and towel and wear
them for the first time.”

Archie Smyth (right) with Levi
Jarrett, Archie broke the Victorian
Record in the Boys 13 years 200

second record by 0.4.

Archie Smyth broke the Vic-
torian Record in the Boys 13
years 200 metre backstroke.

The club did well in the points
score, despite being up against
clubs with over 100 swimmers;
SGB came 12th in the overall
rankings, with other Gippsland
Clubs Traralgon eighth, Warra-
gul 14th and Sale 32nd out of
the 83 clubs.

The swimmers at the meet
were: Madison Andreatta,
Emma Barclay, Bec Barclay,
Asha Chalmers, Nyah Chap-
man, Gemma Cook, Zoe Cox,
Claudia Croatto, Emily Croat-
to, Isabel Croatto, Billy Fisher,
Maggie Fisher, Cormac Flynn,
Jordan Gallicchio, Daisy Gil-
iam-Rodda, Lachie Grimes,
Josh Hunt, Sienna Hunt, Levi
Jarrett, Ava Lucas, Hannah

metre backstroke and missed a

Lucas, Mostyn Lumsden, Isa-
bella Lynch, Brooklyn Packer,
Josie Richer, Miah Roberts,
Zac Sherar, Aidan Smyth, Ar-
chie Smyth, Lara Smyth, Jar-
rah Tagell and Kaela Welsh.

Results:

Claudia Croatto, 16: 2nd
200m Breaststroke, 4th 100m
IM, 2nd 100m Breaststroke

Emily Croatto, 13: 4th 200m
IM, 2nd 100m Breaststroke,
2nd 200m Breaststroke, 6th
100m IM

Isabel Croatto: 14 9th 200m

Butterfly
Asha Chalmers, 4th 400m IM
Billy Fisher: 16 10 200m
Freestyle

Cormac Flynn, 16: 8th 200m
Breaststroke
Sienna Hunt, 15: 9th 200m

Miah is excited about her win.

Butterfly

Miah Roberts, 15: 3rd 100m
Backstroke, 10th 200m IM,
10th 100m IM, 4th 200m Back-
stroke

Zac Sherar, 16: 10th 50m
Freestyle, 4th 800m Freestyle,
9th 100m Freestyle, 6th 200m
Freestyle

Archie Smyth, 13: 3rd 200m
IM, 3rd 200m Freestyle

Gemma Cook, MC :1st 200m
IM, 1st 50m Freestyle, 1st 100m
Freestyle, 1st 100m IM

Zoe Cox, MC: 5th 100m
Breaststroke, 7th 100m IM, 8th
100m Freestyle

Levi Jarrett, MC: 1st 100m
Backstroke, 1st 200m IM, 1st
50m Freestyle, 1st 200m Free-
style, 1st 100m Breaststroke,
1st 100m IM, 1st 100m Free-

style

Phillip Island riders send it at the Joyride Rookie Cup Round 1: Mt Taylor

By Michael Wright

THE opening round of
the 2025 Joyride Rookie
Cup brought together hun-
dreds of Victoria’'s most
promising young downbhill
mountain bikers, and a
strong Phillip Island contin-
gency certainly made their
mark at Mt Taylor near
Bairnsdale last weekend.

The Joyride Rookie Cup is
a grassroots mountain biking
series aimed at developing
the next generation of rid-
ers and promoting the sport
of downhill racing. With a
focus on fun, skill progres-
sion, and competition, each
round draws the best young
riders from across the state,
testing juniors by racing in
age-based categories on pro-
fessional-quality downbhill
tracks throughout Victoria.

Representing Phillip Island
with pride, an enthusiastic
group of thirteen young rid-
ers competed across four age
divisions on Mt Taylor’s noto-
rious double black diamond
downhill trail, showcasing
not only their skill and cour-

place podium finish.

supportive spirit of the Phil-
lip Island MTB community.
The standout result came in
the Under 11s, where Kody
Sheers stormed to an im-
pressive second-place po-
dium finish, showing incred-
ible composure and speed
well beyond his years. Kody’s
performance was a highlight
of the day and a proud mo-
ment for the entire Phillip Is-

Under 11s, Kody Sheers stormed to an impressive second-

In the Under 13s, both Fly-
nn Wright (28th) and Eli Ro-
gan (30th) pushed hard in
a competitive field, gaining
valuable race experience on
the ultra-technical course.

The Under 15 division saw
a large and determined Phil-
lip Island presence. Maxen
Mills led the charge, finish-
ing 13th, followed closely
by Miller Micallef (17th), Ry

(30th), Bodhi Cooper (53rd)
and Hugo Wright (60th), all
pushing hard.

In the Under 17s, Hamish
Dakers-Hock  secured a
strong 15th-place finish,
with Ethan Tilley (35th), Zac
Sund (36th), and Blayde Ro-
gan (42nd) all putting in solid
efforts against the top junior
riders in the state.

The event was not just
about testing themselves
against hundreds of the
state’s best junior riders, but
further proof of the growing
mountain bike scene coming
out of Phillip Island and Bass
Coast.

Now over 12 months on
from the adoption of Bass
Coast Council's Mountain
Bike Strategy, it's time for
some tangible outcomes with
the investment and imple-
mentation of the desperately
needed MTB infrastructure
locally.

With the next round of the
Rookie Cup at Mt Major near
Shepparton on October 11
and 12, no doubt the Phillip
Island crew are looking for-
ward to testing themselves

Get ready to make your
moves this September as
Stride4Stroke is back!

STROKE Foundation’s biggest annual fun-
draising event, Stride4Stroke, has kicked off
this September and Australians everywhere
are invited to join in, get moving, and help
prevent stroke, save lives and enhance recov-
ery.

Stroke survivor Annemarie had a stroke
21 years ago at the age of 32, leaving her
paralysed on the right side of her body, and
as aresult, she had to learn how to walk and
talk again.

Now, more than two decades later, she’s
taking on a new challenge. As part of
Stride4Stroke she is going to learn how to
ride a bike at the age of 53!

Stroke Foundation Chief Executive Officer,
Dr Lisa Murphy, said Stride4Stroke is a sim-
ple, fun way to make a real difference.

“You can stride anywhere, anytime, and in
any way that gets you moving. Every minute
of exercise reduces your risk of experienc-
ing a stroke (or recurrent stroke), and every
dollar raised goes towards vital stroke pre-
vention, research, recovery programs and
advocacy.”

Previously held in November, this year’s
month-long challenge is starting earlier to
give people a springtime boost to their health
and fundraising goals. From September
1-30, participants will set a personal Moving
Minutes goal, the time they spend being ac-
tive and complete it in whatever way works
for them: walking, running, dancing, swim-
ming, riding, yoga, or any exercise that best
suits their ability or interest.

Stroke remains one of Australia’s biggest
health challenges. Research shows that 80
per cent of strokes can be prevented by get-
ting regular health check-ups, managing
blood pressure, cholesterol, being active,
avoiding smoking and excess alcohol con-
sumption. Just 30 minutes of exercise five
times a week can reduce the risk of stroke
by 25 per cent.

How to get involved:

* Visit stride4stroke.org.au and register your
details

* Set your Moving Minutes goal

* Get friends, family or workmates to join in

e Start fundraising and making moves that

matter

Join Stride4Stroke this September, and
create a future with fewer strokes, better out-
comes, and support and care for all.

South Gippsland Bridge

MONDAY, the first night of evening play
since COVID, saw a wonderful result of
72.92 per cent for relative newcomers Sha-
ron Bennetts and Deb Clapperton.

This was followed by Susan Ruffin (wel-
come back) and Clive Hope 55.21, and Ruth
Stevenson with Kathy Dowd and Ruth Har-
vey with Jenny Jacob drawn on 50 per cent.

In Wonthaggi last Tuesday, Anne Somer-
ville and Kathy Dowd scored 62.5 per cent,
Philip Chapman and Philip Rinder 61.98,
Ann Rinder and Neville Chapman 55.73,
Lois Dwyer and Alan Johnston 54.17, and
Deb Anglim and John French 52.6 per cent.

On Friday, September 12, in Inverloch,
Matti Shub and John Quayle led N/S with
56.94 per cent, Hannah Martin and Ruth
Stevenson 54.56, Penny Lanser and Doug
McIntosh 53.82, and Carol Sowden and
Mary Brewis 52.43 per cent — very tight fin-
ishes.

In E/W, Ruth Harvey and Philip Rinder
60.71 per cent, Faye Rowlands and John
Currier 58.63, and Julie Perriam and Bron-
wyn Sund 56.55 per cent.

Anyone wanting to learn the game and join
the club would be welcome to ring the secre-

age but also the tight-knit and land crew. Sheers (19th), Kody Lewis again. tary on Kathy Dowd on 0438 859 561.
TI D E TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY = e ——
September 16 ~ September 17  September 18  September 19  September 20  September 21 September 22 .
6.14am 7.14am 12.48am 1.53am 3.15am 4.36am 5.43am Emall “s vour
G “ I D E A 1.55m A 1.46m A\ 0.40m A 0.49m M 0.55m Y 0.57m M 0.56m
Y 11.26am Y 12.13pm A 8.21am A 9.30am A 10.34am A 11.33am A 12.24pm — -
TIDAL PREDICTIONS FROM 0.72m 0.78m 1.38m 1.35m 1.36m 1.30m 1.44m IISI‘ I ng nIIO'Ios
PORT PHILLIP HEADS Y 539m 7y 6-320m ™ 1.08pm ™ 2.26pm ™ 4.05pm ™ 5.24pm ™ 6.18pm
Approx. Tide Variations: Seal Rocks, 1.48m 1.40m 0.83m 0.85m 0.81m 0.70m 0.58m
Venus Bay, Waratah Bay and Cape 11.56pm /Y 7.41pm 7Y 9.09pm 7§ 10.34pm 7Y 1i.46pm news@sgst.com.au
Woolamai (Same), Tooradin +2hrs 45, Y 0.31m 1.32m 1.27m 1.29m 1.36m
Cowes Pier +50, Stony Point +40
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SPORT | BOWLS

The Monday winners Breakaway Bowls were Glenda
Binch, Marg Hender and Jan Murphy.

3
'i
|

Jenny Haydon, Rob Howard and Carol Hughes were
the Thursday social bowls winners at the Inverloch
Bowling Club.

Foster Bowls Club winners Daryl Talmash Ian
McLeod and Norm Cooper w1th Cr Scott Rae.

Tuesday’s Wonthagéi Senior Indoor Bowls winners
were Maggi Scapin, John Rook and Sylvna Mattock.

= "L O SR L b
(14

South West Glppsland Midweek Bowls Group’s
best one game winners were Max Summers (2), Vern
Elhott (S), Al Weeden (L) and Gwen Jeffery (3)

i "

Elaine Grabham, Ray McCurry and Sylvia Mattock

were the Friday winners at Wonthaggi Senior Indoor
Bowls.

R ¥
David Prosser (L), Alex Martin (2), Steve Edge (S)
and Steve Muhi (3) were the South West Gippsland
Midweek Bowls Group winners.
40 | TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16,2025 | SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES

Linda Newman, Les Stanbury and Marj Ford were
the Friday winners at Breakaway Bowls.

BREAKAWAY BOWLS

TO THE loyal and supportive club
members, thank you for your par-
ticipation at the club.

September brings many members
holidaying and for those not on holi-
day and still enjoying their bowling
and social interaction at Cape Pater-
son Community Hall on Monday and
Friday from 1pm to 4pm. New mem-
bers are welcome.

Monday’s winners on +12 were
Glenda Binch, Marg Hender and Jan
Murphy.

Friday’s winners on a +21 were
Linda Newman, Les Stanbury and
Marj Ford.

Great bowling by all.

FOSTER

EVERYONE was welcomed back
by president Mark for the start of the
2025/26 season and the first Sum-
mer Triples.

Weatherwise, it didn't start off too
well.

However, everyone rugged up and
forged on with it not being too bad
overall.

There was a full green of 16 teams,
which was excellent.

A great day was had by all.

Even those who were only just get-
ting back into bowling after the win-
ter break.

The club thanked the generous
sponsors for the day, Evans Petro-
leum and Duesbury’s Accountants.

It was also great to have Cr Scott
Rae presenting the day’s prizes on
behalf of John Schellings from Evans
Petroleum.

The winner, winning all four of
their games, was the Foster team of
Ian McLeod, Norm Cooper and Da-
ryl Talmash.

Runner-up, with three wins and a
draw, was the Foster team of Charlie
and Bev Tyers with Craig Jenkins.

Best game for the day, winning
the wine donated by IGA, went
to the Foster team of Ian Park,
Kelvin Park and Sue Waugh.

A lucky draw from the remaining
scorecards saw the Yarram team of
Ken Hansen, Brendan Kane and Bob
Ash receive club drink vouchers.

The club looks forward to seeing
you all again next month.

INVERLOCH

INVERLOCH Bowling Club held its
usual social day last Thursday.

The day was reasonable with a bit
of wind.

Thirty-eight players enjoyed two
games of 10 ends.

There was only one two-game win-
ner and four teams with a win and
a draw with only two points differ-
ence.

The eventual runner-up was the
team of Lorraine Dowson, Carol
Thorn, Joyce Arnold and Ted Lee.

They had one win, one draw, 27
points and 13 shots up.

The winning team was the team of
Carol Hughes, Jenny Haydon and
Rob Howard with two wins and 32
points.

LEONGATHA

CHECK out what’s on at Leongatha
Bowls Club in September.

Firstly, don’t forget the John Rich-
ards Day on Friday, September 28.

It's a great day of bowling and for
$10 you get a feed at the end of the
day — not bad.

The Monthly Triples start on Sep-
tember 24.

You know the drill — phone in early
to get a spot.

Social days are back after the win-
ter break and the first lady power
team of Janis Sing, Jeanette Charm-
ers with Sue Crouch won the day.

Runners-up were Ewin Coulter,
Cole Williams and Ken Lester.

Over the footy season, the club put
on a footy tipping competition and
the winner was Ken Lester.

Runner-up was John O’Connor.

All club events are on the board to
check out what's happening.

Not long to go now until the Pen-
nant season is here.

These days are a good chance to
practice.

MIDWEEK BOWLS

FORTY-SIX of the family of bowl-
ers met at San Remo for the weekly
challenge on Thursday.

The day was quite a good day for
the middle of winter.

There was some rain around the
surrounding townships, a firm
breeze and quite cool temperatures.

Overall, though, it was not too bad
a day for the bowlers.

The good news was that there was
no rain all day, so no interruptions
to the game.

The bowlers were welcomed to the
club by Bev and John, while Vern
looked after the preparation of the
teams.

Once the players had a cuppa and
a chat, they were then sent out to
challenge their friends once again.

What a day it was, with some mag-
nificent quality bowling along with
the usual sledging and laughter.

There was one or two wrong bias
shots — always a good thing for the
Royal Children’s Hospital as the tin
fills.

The winning score of 35 meant it
required a countback to decide the
winners and runners-up.

The winners were David Prosser
(L), Alex Martin (2), Steve Edge (S)
and Steve Mubhi (3).

Runners-up were John Nicholson
(S) Shirl Corcoran (3), Anne Shaw (L)
and Bob Arnold (2).

Best One Game winners this week
on a score of 19, (also requiring a
count back), were Max Summers (2),
Vern Elliott (S), Al Weeden (L) and
Gwen Jeffery (3).

A big thank you to John, Bev and
Vern for all the hard work they do.

Also, a big thank you to Mark be-
hind the bar.

Not to forget Claire and Gwen for
all their work in the kitchen.

The club really does appreciate the
hard work the volunteers do to keep
everyone coming week after week.

Next week, the bowlers will be
meeting at Koo Wee Rup to once
again fight it out for team of the
week.

Please be on site by 10am to allow
time to prepare the teams.

Unfortunately, with numbers gen-
erally reaching capacity, the club will

Wonthaggi Bowls Club’s Wednesday winners were
John Migliorisi and Lyn Tagell.

have to be strict on a 10am cut off
time.

Meanwhile till then, have fun and
stay safe.

WONTHAGGI

ANOTHER week of spring has
come and gone.

Wednesday was a fine day with a
cool breeze to keep everyone alert
after lunch.

Twenty-one bowlers graced the
greens to play two games of pairs,
with one team of three to even up the
numbers.

The winners were John Migliorisi
and Lyn Tagell with a score of two
wins, 33 points, and 16 shots up.

The runners-up were Syd Gostling,
Paul Holmes, and Bryan Donohue,
also with two wins and 33 points,
but they lost on a countback.

Thursday bowls started this week.

Bowlers were happy to be back
and are looking forward to some
improved weather after the winter
break.

Saturday saw a practice match
against San Remo at Wonthaggi.

This was the first practice match
between the two clubs and will not
be the last, with Wonthaggi sched-
uled to travel to San Remo next year.

All bowlers had a good day, with
games played under pennant condi-
tions, which is important.

Bowls this week:

Wednesday:  Social
12.30pm.

Thursday: Social bowls at 10am.

This Saturday’s practice match is
at Phillip Island.

The start time is 12.30pm - be
there by 11.30am for roll-up and
lunch.

Make sure you check the teams on
the board to see where you are play-
ing.

Friday night went off well with a
good turnout.

The weather is improving, and
daylight savings is not far away.

Raye was a happy meat tray win-
ner.

Mike and Roger each collected a
brekky pack.

Other winners were Mike, Sylvia,
and John.

The members’ draw didn’t go off,
so next week it will be $130.

Meat packs plus lots of other priz-
es are up for grabs.

Doors open at 4pm, with the mem-
bers’ draw and raffles at 6pm.

Have a good week and good bowl-

ing.

WONTHAGGI INDOOR

IT WAS another fun and enjoyable
week of bowling.

Tuesday saw a total of 26.

Only one team won two games.

They were Maggi Scapin, John
Rook and Sylvia Mattock.

Runners up with a plus 22, win-
ning one game only, were Glenda
Binch, Allan Ireland. Jim Wilson
and Ray McCurry.

Friday saw 28 players competing.

The winners on plus 18 were
Elaine Grabham, Ray McCurry and
Sylvia Mattock.

Runners-up on plus seven were
Jean Wylde, Lia Smith, Max Sweet-
nam and Jim Wilson.

bowls at
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Shelley Snooks

KORUMBURRA

TUESDAY, September 9:

Stableford: 26 players.

Winner A Grade: Steve Duffield
38 points.

Winner B Grade: Athol Worthy
37 points.

NTPs: first John Kerr, seventh
Jain Riddell, 10th Athol Worthy
and 13th Mick Belvedere.

Thursday, September 11:

Stableford: 18 players.

Winner A Grade: Barry Kerr 35
points C/B.

Winner B Grade: Dale Wyhoon
40 points.

NTPs: first Paul Hopkins, 10th
Barry Kerr and 13th Wayne
Knights.

Saturday, September 13:

Sponsor: Tim Fowles.

Par: 45 players.

Winner A Grade:
Garnham +5.

Winner B Grade: Brae Byrne +4.

NTPs: first Mat Wrigley, sev-
enth Ian Gibson, 10th Paul Hop-
kins and 13th Murray Webb.

Malcolm

Ladies

FOURTEEN women played a
Stableford game.

Congratulations to  Shelley
Snooks (16) winning with 34
points on a ¢/b from Kim Enbom
(28).

BDTL went to Julie Hillberg
(22) with 27 points on a ¢/b from
Trudy Olden (29).

NTPs: first Merrissa Cosson
(Kelly’s Bakery), seventh (second
shot) Karen Sorrell and closest
on the 13th Barb Twite.

The nine-hole competition had
four women play and the winner
with 10 points was Viv Enbom.

Saturday women played a Par
event.

Well done to Gail Beer, winning
with a -3 and nearest the pin on
the 13th green.

Runner-up was Shelley Snooks
with -6 and also a NTP on first
green to win the Kelly’s Bakery
voucher.

BDTL went to Trudi Mantell
with -8 and was nearest the pin
on the seventh (second shot).

This Wednesday, the club will
have its Golf Vic Event the ‘Doris
Chambers Foursomes’.

Please organise your partner
and entry online is now open
with a shotgun start at 9am.

LEONGATHA

Tuesday, September 2: Stabl-
eford.

Tuesday was a Stableford event
with a field of 72 members/
guests on course for the first
round of spring.

Wednesday’s Korumburra Stablefoi'(i i ——
runner-up and winner Kim Enbom and

*

Leongatha Golf

Overall winner: John Ryan (11)
with 37 points on a countback.

A Grade winner: John Ryan
(11) with 37 points.

A Grade runner-up: Conor
Hosking (14) with 35 points.

B Grade winner: Jeffrey Brew-
er (19) with 37 points.

B Grade runner-up: Phillip Ed-
wards (18) with 35 points on a
countback.

C Grade winner: Trevor Moss
(81) with 37 points.

C Grade runner-up: Gary Shar-
rock (20) with 36 points.

NTP fifth second shot: Antony
Gedye (8) at 1.80m.

NTP 14th: David Richards (16)
at 1.36m.

NTP 16th: Rod MacKenzie (11)
at 1.62m.

Thursday, September 4: Stroke.

Thursday’s event was a Stroke
round, which is not the usual
competition for midweek events
with 42 members/guests hitting
off with a shotgun start only to be
cancelled shortly after with hor-
rific wintery conditions causing
the end of play for the morning,

Saturday, September 6: Month-
ly Medal Stroke Event.

The first Saturday round of
spring was the monthly medal
stroke event with 65 members/
guests entering the competition.

Overall winner: Michael Thom-
as (2) with a net score of 71 on
a countback, with an excellent
round of 73 off the stick

A Grade winner: Michael
Thomas (2) with a net score of
71 on a countback Grade run-
ner-up: Alan Starkey (11) with a
net score of 71.

B Grade winner: Gordon Mor-
rison (16) with a net score 74 on
a countback.

B Grade runner-up: Ken Smirk
(16) with a net score 74 on a
countback.

C Grade winner: Russell Pent-
land (22) with a net score 73.

C Grade runner-up: Rene
Zeller (25) with a net score 74.

NTP fifth second shot: Alan
Starkey (17) at 1.30m.

NTP 14th: Gordon Morrison
(16) at 2.36m.

NTP 16th: Adrian Banks (29)
at 2.73m.

Tuesday, September 9: Stabl-
eford.

Tuesday’s Stableford round
had 51 members/guests entering
the competition.

Overall winner: Nicholas Byrne
(12) with a runaway high score
of the day with an excellent 39
points.

A Grade winner: Nicholas By-
rne (12) with 39 points.

A Grade runner-up: Jeffrey
Brewer (18) with 32 points on a

.
Club’s September
Monthly Medallist was Joc Howson.

Golf Club.

countback.

B Grade winner: Donald Smith
(19) with 34 points.

B Grade runner-up: Russell
Pentland (20) with 32 points.

NTP fifth second shot: Craig
Hutchinson (4) at 2.23m.

NTP 14th: Philip Edwards (18)
at 4.00m.

NTP 16th: Philip Edwards (18)
at 2.43m.

Thursday, September 11: Pun-
jabi Pantry Stableford Event.

Thursday was a special day
for Leongatha Golf Club with the
new sponsorship of the day by
Punjabi Pantry Indian Restau-
rant.

The members appreciated
their voucher gifts for all grades.

This Stableford round had 68
members/guests hitting off with
a shotgun start.

A Grade winner: Ken Smirk
(15) with 37 points on a count-
back.

A Grade runner-up: Christo-
pher Leaver (8) with 37 points.

B Grade winner: David Forbes
(19) with 32 points.

B Grade runner-up: Jeffrey
Brewer (18) with 30 points on a
countback.

C Grade winner: Peter Har-
tigan (22) with 32 points on a
countback.

C Grade runner-up: Russell
Pentland (21) with 32 points.

NTP fifth second shot: Michael
West (7) at 3.19m.

NTP 14th: Adrian Banks (28)
at 2.40m.

NTP 16th: Christopher Leaver
(8) at 2.90m.

Saturday, September 13: A.E.
Ebney 4BBB Par Event.

Saturday’s event was a 4BBB
Par round with the excellent
sponsorship by the Ebney family
with 91 members/guests enter-
ing the competition.

1. Ian and Scott Blencowe with
a score of +7 on a countback.

2. Grant Richards and Mark
Anderson with a score of +7.

3. Susan Bowler and Kay Dum-
bleton with a score of +6.

Great score by Bruce Williams
with a hole-in-one on the seventh
hole.

NTP fifth second shot: Nicho-
las Byrne at 2.65m.

NTP 14th: Nicholas Byrne at
1.15m.

NTP 16th:
4.20m.

Ian Blencowe at

Ladies

TWENTY-SIX women com-
peted in the September Monthly
Medal last week.

A further eight players electe-
to play Stableford and eight

Britt were

A Grade winner Kylie Collins and
Wednesday’s winners at the Wonthaggi B Grade winner Tracey Ryan at the

Woorayl Golf Club.

enjoyed a nine-hole Stableford
competition.

The Monthly Medal was won
by Joc Howson — her third win
in three weeks.

Joc finished with 104/29/75 net.

Marianne Leaver was the run-
ner-up with 76 net.

The best score in the 18-
hole Stableford competition
was Maryanne Gartner with 30
points.

Karen Orford won the nine-
hole competition with an excel-
lent 20 points.

Balls down the line went to
81 net: Sue Bowler, Fay Quil-
ford, Viv French, Anna de Bondt,
Trish Owen and Dot Stubbs.

Viv French was closest to the
pin second shot on the fifth,
Anna de Bondt on the 14th and
Fran Kearney on the 16th.

MIRBOO NORTH

TUESDAY, September 9: Sta-
bleford.

A Grade: T. Leggo (14) 36
points.

B Grade: D. Taylor (22) 35
points.

DTL: N. Baker 34, G. Shandley
and S. Woodall 32.

NTP: fourth M. Thompson,
sixth G. Shandley, 13th M. Payne
and 16th D. Taylor.

Saturday, September 13: Par.

A Grade: N. Bickerton (9) 6up.

B Grade: G. Dawson (14) sq.

C Grade: D. Felmingham (22)
two up.

DTL: S. Woodall +3, T. Baker,
P Woodall, S. Beitz +1, R. Clark
and A. Lappin sq.

NTP: fourth N. Baker, sixth W.
Hubbert, 13th N. Bickerton and
16th S. Woodall.

Birdies: fourth N. Baker and
T. Baker, 13th S. Woodall, and
16th S. Woodall and W. Hubbert.

Eagles: B. Scott, 11th hole.

WONTHAGGI

RESULTS: September 11, SR.
71.

Competition: Stableford 18-hole.

Winner: Stephen Kane 37.

Runner up: Glenn Hewlett 35.

Ball sweep: Ian Johnson 33
and Rod Bride 32.

Eagle: Rod McBride 11th.

Results: September 11, SR. 34.5.

Competition: Stableford back
nine-hole.

Winner: Graham Ryan 18.

Ball DTL: Bob Cornelis 17.

Results: September 13, S.R 71.

Competition: Stableford.

A Grade: Mat Johnson 37.

B Grade: Jim Jordan 35.

C Grade: Martin Jays 40.

Balls down the line to 34: Brad

Andrew 36, Harrison Jays 36,
Peter Thomson 35, Kevin Jamie-
son 35, Rohan Todd 35, Shaun
Stirton 34, Ross Lovett 34 and
Paul Cornelis 34.

NTPs: Ian Baker second, Al-
lan McLean fourth, Mat John-
son propin eighth and Simon
O’Halloran 13th.

Coming events:

September 27: AFL Grand Fi-
nal Day 9am shotgun start.

October 5: Equal Opportunity
Mixed.

October 19: J&P Martin Club
Mixed Foursomes.

November 4: Melbourne Cup
Day Ambrose 9am shotgun start.

November 9: Wonthaggi Hospi-
tal Charity Day.

Ladies

FOURSOMES - pick a mate
to play with because you know
things could get ugly.

Wednesday was a qualifying
round for the Board Foursomes
event, played by 13 pairs with
the top four pairs to advance to
match play knockouts.

While the scores were “quite
large” it was mainly due to the
course now wet underfoot, mak-
ing the conditions much harder.

The winning teams were Marg
Ryan and Patsy Britt 80.5 by
countback to Marg Johnson and
Anne Tschiderer.

Other qualifiers were Bev Sloan
and Kaylene Hodgetts 82.5, and
Jenny McRae and Donna Bros-
nan 83.5.

Also receiving BDL were Geral-
dine Prentice and Carole Sartori
86.5, Irene Walsh and Pam Han-
ley 87, and Andrea Grenville and
Lisa Brusamarello 88.

NTP claimed on the day was
by Kaylene Hodgetts on the 13th
and 17th.

WOORAYL
Ladies

THE ladies played Stableford
on Wednesday, sponsored by
Suck It Up.

Thirteen ladies played, one
being a visitor from Foster Golf
Club.

The conditions were cold and
overcast.

A Grade’s winner with 33
points was visitor Kylie Collins.

B Grade’s winner with 32
points was Tracey Ryan.

BDL: Ann Poole 31 points,
Jo Fennell 30 points and Joan
Smith 29 points.

NTP: eighth Kylie Collins, 11th
Jean Hayes and 17th Kath Davis.
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Phillip Island Tenpin

RESULTS: Phantom - week four: First
place Herdy Gerdy on 102 points; sec-
ond place Spin King on 101 points; third
place Noddy on 97 points.

2scompany - week eight: First place
on 16 points Jail; second place on 15
points Him N Her; third place on 14
points King Pins.

ABL — week eight: First place on 106
points Just Bowl Already; second place
on 98 points The Fireballs; third place
on 95.5 points Fairlanes.

Business Early: First place on 14
points Turkey Slappers; second place
on 14 points Old Timers; third place on
14 points Balls Deep; fourth place on 14
points Wooly Rollers.

Business Late: First place on 18.5
points S&R Clarke Auto; second place
on 15 points Balls Of Fury; third place
on 14 points The Ex Men; fourth place
on 12 points City Lights.

Top scores for this week across each
league. Men: 211 Matthew Clarke, 199
Justin Porthouse, 188 Jack Ross and
166 Bob Jolly. Woman: 162 Mary Dard-
ha, 160 Penny Wolswinkel, 145 Kerri
Lambert and 113 Jackie.

Double Fish
continue its table
tennis dominance

ROUND eight of 14: Double Fish de-
feated Radak three to two.

The Doubles match was the differ-
ence again for top of the table Double
Fish, scraping through in a tight and
tense six-setter. The cohesion and
chemistry of Double Fish’s Leanne
and her molecular teammate com-
bined like hydrogen and oxygen to
douse Radak’s gallant Fred and War-
ren.

Donic defeated Nittaku three to two.

Donic’s Dirk and Michael, showing off
their Dutch wares, were like an orange
tsunami overwhelming Nittaku’s Braden
and Michael in the doubles encounter,
keeping Donic’s finals hopes alive.

Stiga defeated Andro four to one.

Stiga’s Tim and Trish, bandana and
belligerence adorning their style like
Bonnie and Clyde, pilfering points
with stealth and bravado, proving
their credentials as a contender.

In tribute to well-suited nicknames,
Andro’s Yeti’s survivalist vibe and forest-
ry fashion is as perfect as the well-pre-
dicted Blues for 21st Century Carlton.

Butterfly had the bye.

Ladder: Double Fish 28; Stiga 20;
Nittaku 16; Andro 12; Donic 8; Radak
4; Butterfly 4.

Leading Players: Braden and Brad
10; David and Tim nine.

Darts League launches
Spring Competition

THE Phillip Island and Districts Darts
League officially began its spring compe-
tition on Monday evening, with six teams
taking to the oche at the local darts cen-
tre.

The season opener drew a strong turn-
out of members, each eager to test their
skills after the off-season.

Players displayed impressive form,
with several fine scores and precise peg-
outs highlighting the night's matches.

The honours went to the team of Paul,
Marilyn, Alby and Vince, who emerged
victorious in the evening’s event.

A special mention must go to Bob, who
produced one of the night's most memo-
rable performances.

He scored a maximum 180 and later
claimed the popular meat tray raffle,
kindly sponsored by Des and the team
at San Remo Butchers.

League organisers have reminded par-
ticipants that games will continue next
Monday, with arrivals required between
7pm and 7.15pm to ensure inclusion in
the night's competition.

The spring season promises to deliver
plenty of exciting darts and spirited ca-
maraderie in the weeks ahead.

Vlctona Racmg Club consultant hlstonan Andrew Lemon holds the 2025 Melbourne Cup, accompamed by Stony Creek

Racing Club committee members and members of Stony Creek Riding Club Rebecca Parker with Boyzee and Carolyn DeGaris

with Finn.

Melbourne Cup rides into South Glppsland

By Andrew Paloczi

THE Melbourne Cup vis-
ited Stony Creek Racecourse
on Sunday before making its
way to Meeniyan Town Hall,
where enthusiastic commu-
nity members enjoyed being
photographed with the fa-
mous trophy.

They heard about its in-
teresting history and that of
the race that stops the na-
tion, Victorian Racing Club
consultant historian Andrew
Lemon on hand to outline a
little of the Melbourne Cup
story and answer people’s
questions.

The event was part of the
Lexus Melbourne Cup Tour,
and while Andrew has trav-
elled widely on such tours in
past years, the journey from
Stony Creek Racecourse to
Meeniyan is the first time he
can remember the prestigious
trophy travelling by tractor.

With the current price of
gold, the solid gold Cup is
valued at $850,000.

Interestingly, = the  Mel-
bourne Cup was known by
that name from the outset,
inspired by an English hand-
icap race called the Chester
Cup, but there was no cup
presented to the winner.

Andrew dashed the sto-
ry that a gold watch was
awarded when Archer won
the first Melbourne Cup race
in 1861, along with the tall
tale that the horse walked
from NSW for the race, the
eventual two-time winner ac-
tually travelling by ship.

While various trophies were

1

Andrew Lemon and Jason Benbow are ready to share the Melbourne Cup with community
members in Meeniyan after its arrival at the Town Hall by tractor.

eventually awarded to the Mel-
bourne Cup winner, it wasn't
until 1919 that the current style
of Cup was first presented.
Andrew fondly recalled for
the audience his first memo-
ries of the big race in 1969
when Rain Lover secured
back-to-back Melbourne Cup
victories, saying “I fell for the
magic of the Cup that day.”
Stony Creek Racing Club
president Jason Benbow
relished his time on stage

chatting with Andrew and
learning more about the tro-
phy and the race, the Mel-
bourne Cup having been a
driving force in his career as
a jockey.

Jason recalled the heart-
break of his near misses
when he appeared set for
a start in the nation’s most
prestigious race only for a
trainer’s decision or a mis-
hap to intervene.

While he never quite got a

start, he is still swept up in
the magic of the event, be-
lieving the first running of
the race he saw was in 1996,
the winner that year the Bart
Cummings-trained Saintly.
Stony Creek Racing Club
committee members were
delighted to host the Mel-
bourne Cup visit and share it
with the community, attend-
ees savouring CWA scones
and a cuppa as they chatted
about their memorable day.

Volunteer Marissa clocks up her 25th Grand Rldge Rail Trail parkrun

THE 259th Grand Ridge
Rail Trail parkrun attracted
22 cheerful participants on
Saturday, including a few fac-
es that haven’t been seen for a
while and a welcome group of
visitors from Newborough.

Four amazing participants
achieved their personal best,
which can be a great moti-
vator, just like the regular
parkrun milestones. Marissa
Shields got to wear the purple
cape in recognition of 25 vol-
unteering efforts.

The volunteers who made
the event happen this week
were Shirley Buckley, Julia
Groves, Dave Knowles, Alan

42 | TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16,2025 | SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES

McKenzie, Carmel Quirk, Ma-
rissa Shields, Val Smith and
Linda Zhang.

With the spring sunshine fi-
nally starting to peek through
the eucalypt forest on the
Grand Ridge Rail Trail, the
parkrun is an excellent rea-
son to text your mates and tell
them you’ll meet them on the
trail just before 8am next Sat-
urday.

The Grand Ridge Rail Trail
parkrun is a free, timed five
kilometre walk/jog/run open
to all ages and abilities. For
more information look for
Grand Ridge Rail Trail on
Facebook.
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Marissa helps out for the 25th time at the Grand Ridge Rail

Trail parkrun in Mirboo North.



Gippsland Soccer League

Senior Presentation Night

ON FRIDAY, September 12, the
Gippsland Soccer League held their an-
nual Senior Presentation Night at The
Wonthaggi Club Clubhouse. Representa-
tives from all nine clubs, as well as the
GSL life members, FV referees, and the
GSL Board and staff, were among the over
130 attendees who celebrated the 2025
season.

Every year, this is a great opportunity
to mingle with the other clubs. After the
formalities of the awards were completed,
the band “AlgoRhythm Trio” turned up the
speakers and played the night away.

The following awards were presented:
2025 League Champions:

Under 12B Mixed — Drouin Dragons White
Under 12A Mixed - P-Island Breakers
Under 12 Girls — Phillip Island Breakers
Under 14 Mixed — Wonthaggi United
Under 15 Girls — Drouin Dragons Yellow
Under 17 Mixed — Drouin Dragons Maroon
Mens Reserves — Phillip Island Breakers
Senior Womens — Phillip Island Breakers
Senior Mens — Phillip Island Breakers
2025 Golden Boot (Leading Goal
Scorer)

Mens Reserves — Angus Reed (Phillip
Island Breakers)

Senior Womens — Kelly Wall (Phillip Is-
land Breakers)

Senior Mens — Hayden Smith (Korum-
burra City) and

Logan Winter (Trafalgar Victory)

2025 GSL Club of the Year

— Drouin Dragons Soccer Club

2025 Best & Fairest

Mens Reserves — Christopher Tigas
(Trafalgar Victory)

Senior Womens — Naomi Eaton
(Leongatha Knights)

Senior Mens — Joris Kerstens

(Phillip Island Breakers)

Reserves Golden Boot (Angus Reed)
and Womens Golden Boot (Kelly Wall).
Photos: Morgan Fisher Photography.

The 2025 Senior Mens League
Champions trophy was presented to
Daren Dempsey of Phillip Island Soccer
Club.

Womens B&F
Mens B&F Joris Kerstens.

Naomi Eaton and

-
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Mens Golden Boot (Hayden Smith

and Logan Winter).

Wonthaggl United U12 girls storm into season decider
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Celebrations as the U12 girls secure their ticket to the grand final. Pictured are Ella

Coyne and Hannah Taylor.
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THE Wonthaggi United Soccer Club
U12 girls have booked their spot in
the grand final after a brilliant 6-2
win over Lang Lang on Sunday at the
Trafalgar Recreation Precinct.

The game didn’t start in our fa-
vour, with Lang Lang striking early
with a strong, well-placed goal. The
girls stayed composed, stuck to
their structure, and worked their
way back into the match. Their per-
sistence paid off just before the half
time break, slotting home the equal-
iser to make it 1-1 at halftime.

After some smart coaching chang-
es and a rousing halftime talk,
the team came out firing. With re-
newed energy and confidence, they
slammed home three quick goals in
the opening minutes of the second
half, leaving Lang Lang stunned.
From there, the girls never looked
back. Two more goals followed in a
dominant display of attacking soc-
cer, with only one more conceded
late in the game. Special shout out
to Skylah who held up the goalkeep-
ing role all day. Final score: 6-2.

Itwasasuperball-round team effort
—from solid defending and relentless
midfield running, to sharp finishing
up front. Every player played their
part in this well-deserved victory,
showing resilience, teamwork, and
belief.

Now it's on to the grand final — and
the girls are ready! Fingers crossed
a home ground advantage will get
them across the line.

If you are interested in sup-
porting the Wonthaggi Girls, for
the first time the Gippsland Soc-
cer League Grand Final Carni-
val will be held at the Wonthaggi
Recreation Reserve on Sunday,
September 21.

CRICKET | SPORT

Goannas begin their
return to cricket

SOMETHING new is happening in Veter-
ans’ cricket. Firstly, a name change — Veter-
ans Cricket Australia has become Cricket
Australia Masters.

The reasoning behind the change appears
to be a concern that the term veteran is more
commonly associated with returned Service-
men/women, rather than just old people.

It is not yet clear whether affiliated State
Associations will follow suit.

Secondly, National Championships will
now be conducted at every five-year age
group. It is only post-COVID that there was
a National Over 70 Championship, separate
from the Over 60s. Now there will be Nation-
al Championships at Over 40, 50, 55, 60, 65,
70 and 75, and Over 40 Women.

The National Over 70 Championships have
recently been held on the Sunshine Coast.

When in this location they are usually held
in late August, while most others will take
place in November.

Later this month there will be a “Global
‘Spirit of Cricket’ Festival”, played at Mildu-
ra when teams reportedly from around the
world will play games against each other at
both Over 50 and Over 55 level.

Gippsland Goannas’ Anthony Bloomfield
has been selected to represent The Aus-
tralian Over 50 team at this carnival — go
Bloomy.

Goannas’ Ian Gibson (wicketkeeper), Ray
Smith (batsman) and Ian Southall (bowler)
all played in the No. 1 Victorian team at the
recent Over 70 Championships held on the
Sunshine Coast.

Neil Meredith was selected for the No. 2
team, which was also in Division 1 and the
two Victorian teams played off for third and
fourth in the finals.

The No. 1 team triumphed, but Meredith
was named No. 2 team’s best player in the fi-
nal, making 22 runs opening the batting and
bowling his 9 overs, taking 1/14.

His wicket was Ray Smith, caught and
bowled for 22. Smith made 70 runs in the
four games, Gibson had four victims as
‘keeper, Southall took six wickets and Mer-
edith scored 46 runs and took two wickets.

Gordon Cowling played in the Victorian
four team in Division 2, taking four wick-
ets for the week and making 33x in the final
against ACT2.

Bob Duljas played in the Victorian sixth
and seventh teams in Division 3, batting in
two of the games and bowled two overs in
the final.

The other National Championship games
will be played at the following venues:

* Over-40: Adelaide, Jan. 31 to Feb. 5.

* Over-50: Brisbane, Nov. 22 to 27.

* Over-55: Busselton WA, Nov. 15 to 20.

* Over-60: lllawarra, NSW, Nov. 8 to 13.

* Over-65: Christchurch, NZ, Nov. 22 to 27.
* Over-75: Albury, Nov. 24 to 27.

* Over-40 Women: Perth, Nov. 8 to 13.

Teams have not been selected as yet, but
several Goannas have put their names in for
the various squads, from Over 50 to Over 75.

The regular season will start for Goannas
teams on the first weekend in October.

CRICKETERS
WANTED

OVER 60S & OVER 70S
Contact: Rob Francis
Phone: 0417121 619
SOUTH GIPPSLAND
VETERANS CC Inc.

JA23548
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SPORT | SOCCER

Lady Knights Senior Womens team is heading into the grand finals this weekend for the fourth year in a row.

Gippsland Soccer
League Grand Final

THIS Sunday is the Gippsland Soccer
League Grand Final. Hosted by Wont-
haggi United Soccer Club supported by
the Bass Coast Shire, it is going to be
a great day with nine matches played
across three pitches. The first kick off
is the Under 12 Girls at 9.30am, and
the final match of the day is the Senior
Men kicking off at 3pm. MDR Digital Im-
ages will once again be live streaming
the three senior matches. Check out the
Gippsland Soccer League Facebook page
for the link.

Come along and support the teams.
The canteen will be open. There is a S5
gate entry fee for adults, Ul8s free entry.

GIPPSLAND SOCCER LEAGUE

SEMI FINAL 2 RESULTS - SUN, SEP 14

SENIOR Mens:
Trafalgar Victory 4 d Korumburra City 2
Senior Womens:
'gatha Knights 2 d Drouin Dragons Maroon 1
Mens Reserves:
Inverloch Stars 2 d Trafalgar Victory O
Under 17 Mixed:
L'gatha Knights Blue 3 d P-Island Breakers 1
Under 15 Girls:
P-Island Breakers 3 d Wonthaggi United 2
Under 14 Mixed:
P-Island Breakers 4 d Drouin Maroon Yellow 3
Under 12 Girls:
Wonthaggi United 6 d Lang Lang United 2
Under 12A Mixed:
Drouin Maroon 4 d L'gatha Knights Blue 1
Under 12B Mixed:
P-Island Penguins 4 d P-Island Stingrays 2

GRAND FINALS - SUN, SEP 21
AT WONTHAGGI REC. RESERVE

Senior Mens:
Leongatha Knights v Trafalgar Victory
Senior Womens:
Phillip Island Breakers v Leongatha Knights
Mens Reserves:
Phillip Island Breakers v Inverloch Stars
Under 17 Mixed:
Drouin Dragons Maroon v
Leongatha Knights Blue
Under 15 Girls:
Drouin Dragons Yellow v P-Island Breakers
Under 14 Mixed:
Wonthaggi United v Phillip Island Breakers
Under 12 Girls:
Phillip Island Breakers v Wonthaggi United
Under 12A Mixed:
P-Island Breakers v Drouin Dragons Maroon
Under 12B Mixed:
Drouin Dragons White v P-Island Penguins

Lady Knights secure fourth
consecutive Grand Final bout

GIPPSLAND Soccer League’s
second week of knock out semi-
finals was hosted by Trafalgar
Victory under glorious spring
sunshine. The Senior Women’s
second versus third on the
ladder fixture saw Leongatha
Knights FC face off against Dr-
ouin Dragons SC in the second
last game of the day. With both
teams claiming a win against the
other over the regular season,
this promised to be a match of
note.

Leongatha won the advantage
of the wind in the coin toss and
put good use to it with a sus-
tained period of attack on Dr-
ouin’s defensive line. Midfield-
ers Jordan Rinotule and captain
Bernie Fitzgerald served solid
through balls for the attacking
line made up of recently award-
ed GSL B&F Naomi Eaton, Lisse
Bath, Amaya Sande and Lauren
Cain. Though there were several
promising shots on goals, it was
Bath’'s through pass to super
substitute Emma Harvey that
saw Harvey beat her defender
and secure the first goal of the
match with a tidy strike under
the Drouin goal keeper’s hands
to thunderous applause.

The Knights entered half time
with the advantage but knew the
second half would be a test as
they fought against the wind.

Drouin came out strong with a
well-timed pass from their mid-
field playing their winger into a
top left bin strike that secured
the equaliser. Despite the wind,
the possession of play was rela-
tively even for the second half,
with the Knights making some
great breakthrough runs.

It was a superb corner deliv-
ered by Eaton that found the
head of Drouin’s centre back
who in error sent the ball into
the net for an own goal.

The Knights defensive line held
tight, holding onto the advan-
tage. Shortly after the final whis-

tle blew sending the Leongatha |

Knights Senior Women’'s team
through to the grand final for the
fourth year in a row.
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Leongatha Semor Womens captain Bernie Fitzgerald battles for possess:on against
Drouin midfielder Savannah.

Leongatha s Noah Bowman takes possession of the ball with support from U17s teammate
Heath Clifford.



NETBALL | SPORT

Toora’s 15 & Under side prevailed by two goals in its Grand Final clash with  Tess Hollier of Toora was best on court = Aleeah Munnich of Boolarra was best
Yinnar. Back Row: Charlee MacPherson, Summer Walsh (coach), Evie Stone,

in the 15 & Under Grand Final win over on court in the 17 & Under Grand Final
Willow Butinar, Jade Latham (coach), Jaimee Boyd, Hazel Stone, and Abbey Ymnar A13 3725

against MDU. A18 3725
Best. Front Row: Abbey Lees, Zaira Walsh, Scarlett Dubignon and Tess Hollier. . ]
Al2 3725

The incredible MDU coaches
Grade Natalie Rayson and A Grade
Jasmin Friend with their 2025 winning
trophies. C17_3725

Jodie Arnup celebrates with Natalie
Rayson (coach) after securing the C
Grade premiership for MDU. C51 3725

2025 C Grade Premiers — MDU, from left, back, Jaslin Kelly (team manager),
Tegan Renden, Ruby Mackie, Natalie Rayson (coach), Ayla Lafferty, Ebony Dean,
Madi Johnston, Jade McRae, Tahlia Lafferty, and Hannah McMahon. Front, Zara

McKenzie, Laura Wightman, Jodie Arnup, Nick Arnup, and Brooke Jones (team
manager). C10_3725

t'.'lu.ﬂ L St
MDU’s A Grade coach Jasmin Friend

Emma Watkins celebrates Fish Creek’s and son Bohdi celebrate the win.

B Grade win on Saturday. C13_3725 C19 3725

2025 B Grade Premiers - Fish Creek, from left, back, Fion-a McPhee, Hayley
Bourke, Haley Watkins, Ella Schauble, Lauren Gale, Maddi Carew (coach), Beth

Pratt, Jasmine Manne (captain), Emma Watkins, and Katie Hamilton. Front, Grace
Berryman, Nadia Wallace, and Ellen Sorrell. C11 3725

Kirra Jones takes a moment to

celebrate her premlershlp and Grand
Lillyca White and Ruby Marks Final Best on Court win with nanna
celebrate MDU'’s A Grade win. C14 3725 Dolly C16 . 3725

2025 A Grade Premier — MDU, from left, back, Emma Winser, Pallas Lamers,
Lillyca White (co-captain), Kirra Jones (co-captain and Best on Court), Alahna

Arnason, Jasmin Friend (coach), Darlene Jones (team manager). Front, Lauryn A Grade co-captain Kirra Jones, and team manager Darlene Jones celebrate the
Eyre-Walker, Sienna Musili, Shari Harris and Rahni Matheson. C12 3725 win with family. C20 3725
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Standing room only at Trafalgar Recreation
Reserve as Poowong falls short by just eight
points in the Ellinbank & District League
15 & Under Grand Final. Nicola Fort takes a
shot at goal. Photo: Jeff Tull.

RESULTS

Grand Final - Trafalgar (Sat, Sept. 13)

A Grade: Neerim South 63 d Nilma Darnum 51
B Grade: Neerim South 28 It Ellinbank 36

C Grade: Ellinbank 50 d Trafalgar 35

17 & Under: Longwarry 39 d Lang Lang 35

15 & Under: Catani 33 d Poowong 25

13 & Under: Lang Lang 29 d Buln Buln 18

MID GIPPSLAND

Grand Final - Yinnar (Sat, Sept. 13)

A Grade: Foster 41 It MDU 55

B Grade: Foster 50 It Fish Creek 61

C Grade: Yinnar 25 It MDU 42

D Grade: Yinnar 29 d Mirboo North 21
17 & Under: MDU 37 It Boolarra 50

15 & Under: Toora 24 d Yinnar 22

13 & Under: Yinnar 28 d Newborough 13

GIPPSLAND

Preliminary Final - Sale (Sat, Sept. 13)

A Grade: Moe 75 d Morwell 53

B Grade: Wonthaggi 52 d Traralgon 35

C Grade: Wonthaggi 39 d Leongatha 38
17 & Under: Traralgon 26 It Leongatha 27
15 & Under: Sale 36 d Moe 30

13 & Under: Leongatha 32 d Traralgon 22

WEST GIPPSLAND

Preliminary Final - Dalyston (Sat, Sept. 13)
A Grade: Nar Nar Goon 46 d Tooradin-Dal 45
B Grade: Tooradin-Dalmore 41 d Cora Lynn 33
C Grade: Garfield 43 d Nar Nar Goon 36

D Grade: Cora Lynn 21 It Koo Wee Rup 22

17 & Under: NNG 49 It Phillip Island 51

15 & Under: Nar Nar Goon 29 It Cora Lynn 40
13 & Under: Tooradin-Dal 21 d NNG 12

11 & Under: Garfield 25 d Koo Wee Rup 22

Reserve. Photo: Jeff Tull.

Fish Creek’s Hayley Bourke was sensational on
the court, zipping around throughout the match.
C38 3725

Grand Final win. C43 3725

Missed opportunity for Catani as Imogen
Ware intercepts a pass for Poowong in a
tight Ellinbank & District League 15 &
Under Grand Final at Trafalgar Recreation

Zara McKenzie attempts to distract
her Yinnar opponent in MDU’s C Grade

Tull.

Poowong’s Mia Wilson takes control
of the ball under pressure from Catani
in the 15 & Under Grand Final at the
Trafalgar Recreation Reserve. Photo: Jeff

Absolute joy as the siren
sounds on the B Grade grand
final. Fish Creek’s Beth Pratt
and Ella Schauble celebrate.
C41 3725

Goal atta;:k Ebony Dean lands
another goal for MDU. C46_3725

SPORT | NETBALL

A

Foster’s Madeline Stewart leaps
for an unsuccessful rebound from
Alahna Arnason,

who lands the

second shot in goal. C35 3725

P

' TS o
Ella Rendell pivots as she lines

up another goal for Foster in the A
Grade Grand Final. C33_3725

Alison Snell lines up another goal in
Mirboo North’s D Grade Grand Final
clash. C50 3725

THIS WEEKEND’S GAMES

GIPPSLAND

Grand Final - Morwell (Sat, Sept. 20)
A Grade: Warragul v Moe

B Grade: Leongatha v Wonthaggi

C Grade: Morwell v Wonthaggi

17 & Under: Bairnsdale v Leongatha
15 & Under: Traralgon v Sale

13 & Under: Sale v Leongatha

WEST GIPPSLAND

Grand Final - Garfield (Sat, Sept. 20)

A Grade: Korumburra-Bena v Nar Nar Goon
B Grade: Nar Nar Goon v Tooradin-Dalmore
C Grade: Cora Lynn v Garfield

D Grade: Nar Nar Goon v Koo Wee Rup

17 & Under: Cora Lynn v Phillip Island

15 & Under: Tooradin-Dalmore v Cora Lynn
13 & Under: Cora Lynn v Tooradin-Dalmore
11 & Under: Cora Lynn v Garfield

Gripping finals match as MDU secure second cup of the day

IN A gripping contest that
swung from end to end, MDU
netballers stormed home to
claim victory over Foster in
their grand final clash, fin-
ishing 55-41 after a blister-
ing final term.

The opening quarter set
the tone - fast, physical, and
tight on the scoreboard. Fos-
ter wrestled back the lead in
the dying minutes to hold a
slender 12-11 advantage at
quarter time.

The second term saw both
sides locked in a near goal-
for-goal battle, with neither
prepared to give an inch.
It wasn’'t until the closing
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stages that MDU broke away,
building a six-goal buffer
with defensive pressure that
forced turnovers and re-
warded their shooters.

The intensity lifted again
in the third quarter, where
MDU'’s defensive wall stood
tall. Foster’s frustrations
showed, with a player sent
from the court for two min-
utes following repeated
warnings for dangerous
play. Still, Foster clung on,
keeping within striking dis-
tance heading into the last
break.

But the final quarter be-
longed entirely to MDU,

as the sun came out. Goal
shooter, Alahna Arnason was
unstoppable under the post,
combining accuracy with
composure to punish every
opportunity. Foster lifted
their pace and managed to
slot a few late goals between
Brylee Angwin and Ella Ren-
dell, but MDU’s relentless
drive and earlier lead meant,
with continued determina-
tion, Foster was behind on
the chase.

Coach Jasmin Friend was
full of praise for her side’s ef-
fort across the finals series.

“We’'ve had a great time in
the finals. Thank you to the

umpires — we've had great
umpiring throughout.

“There’s not a lot I can say
that the girls haven’t said on
the court over the finals se-
ries... You are amazing, and
I think you girls have earned
it this year. It's a pleasure to
coach you.”

“A big thank you to MDU’s
supporters for all the sup-
port you have given through-
out the finals series,” Darlene
Jones and Jasmin Friend
added after the match.

Whilst Foster’s seniors had
a win, it wasn't Foster’s day
on the courts, losing both B
and A grade in close matches.
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Olivia Holmes rises to defend Nar Nar Goon’s goal attempt. Photos: Bec Casey
Sports Photography.
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Island survives epic thriller

PHILLIP Island’s Under
17s pulled off a thrilling
overtime victory in the
Preliminary Final, outlast-
ing Nar Nar Goon 51 - 49
in what was one of the
toughest and most physi-
cal games of the season.

From the outset, it was
goal for goal, with neither
side able to break away. By
the final siren, the scores
were locked, sending the
contest into overtime. The
Islanders dug deep, show-
ing grit and composure to
seize control when it mat-
tered most and booked

their place in the Grand
Final.

In goals, Aisha Hibbert
was outstanding, holding
strong under immense de-
fensive pressure and sink-
ing crucial shots when the
game was on the line. Ava
supported smartly in goal
shooter, and Adelle came
on in the last quarter at goal
attack, adding fresh energy
and movement in the circle.
Ellie directed play through
the centre with composure,
while Piper brought her
usual pace and drive. Macy
contributed in wing attack

with steady feeds to the
shooters.

Down back, Olivia was
fierce in goal defence, con-
testing everything, while
Jasira and Kate combined
to put Nar Nar Goon’s
shooters under real heat.
Isla also came on in wing
defence, working tireless-
ly to close down the drive
and applying extra pres-
sure in the midcourt.

It was a gutsy, all-in per-
formance that showed
Phillip Island’s heart and
determination to keep
their season alive.

NETBALL | SPORT

KORUMBURRA BENA
A GRADE NETBALLERS

Korumburra Bena v Nar Nar Goon in the West Gippsland
Competition Grand Final on Saturday, September 20 at Garfield

A M

Mackenna Whiteside
GS
A versatile goaler who
delivers consistent
accuracy under any
conditions. Kenna plays
with maturity beyond
her years.

Elisha Nicholas
GA
Fit and fast, Elisha has
really grown into her
role this year. Her
defensive pressure as
a goaler sets her apart
from the rest.

Wonthaggi’'s Libby Hutchinson passes
into the Power’s C Grade shooter Brigette
Tack, who goaled superbly under extra-
time pressure on Saturday.

Wonthaggi C Grade centre, Jess Tiziani,
tries to find a way through the traffic in
midcourt during a hectic run to the line
against Leongatha on Saturday.

Leongatha Under 17 goal attack
looks to work the ball into a better
position during a thrilling game

Wonthaggi goal attack Courtney
Blair looks to drive the ball forward
during a physical display by Power
in Saturday’s B Grade Preliminary
Final at Sale.

against Traralgon on Saturday.
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Ash Cuff Chelsea Fox
WA (captain) C
The Giants captain sets Chels can run all day

the standards for the
team. Ash’s excellent
leadership and vision for

and will disrupt the
opposition’s attacking
end with her defensive

Annalise O'Halloran
WD
Anna brings a fearless,
never-back-down
attitude to every contest.
Her relentless defensive

the goalers can make a skills. pressure and speed
huge impact. make her a threat.
=S -
- f 1
R e =
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Felicity Fox Gemma Dixon Fiona Burns
WA/C/WD GD (coach) GK

Our most versatile mid-

courter bri

and composure and
can make an impact in
any position. Fizz is an
integral part of the team.

Gem'’s anticipation can
influence a game and
makes her a challenging
prospect for opposing
teams.

ngs strength

Fi brings a wealth of
knowledge and calmness
to our young group. She

has the ability to shut
down any player with
her 1Q and skill.

>

™
A7
Caitlin McDonald
WD/GK
The ultimate teammate.
Cait has a team first
attitude and brings

strength and physicality
to the defensive end.

==
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M A
Sophie Thomas
GK/GS
A hard-working player
who has a strong
presence at either end of
the court. Soph'’s height
and competitiveness can
be a threat to any team.

Kate Attenborough
(Coach)
Kate has a passion to
bring out the best in
every player, and will
always back the girls in,
no matter what.
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THIS SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 20

Wonthaggi’s
emerged with the best and fairest
award after the counting of votes in the
Gippsland League B Grade Netball last
Sunday.

Courtney Young has

Parrots and Power

feature in netball awards

JUST as Wonthaggi and Leongatha went
neck and neck in a nail-biting C Grade
Preliminary Final, going into extra time at
Sale on Saturday, before the Power girls
got up by one goal, the contest for individ-
ual honours was just as hot in the league
vote counting on Sunday.

While Leongatha’s Ben Harding claimed
the Trood Award and Rodda Medal in the
seniors football and Renee Nobelius the
corresponding medal in the A Grade net-
ball, Leongatha and Wonthaggi players fig-
ured strongly in the other netball grades.

In the C Grade award, two Leongatha
players Georgia Maskell and Kate Mc-
Carthy shared the award on 22 votes,
with Kate claiming best-on-court votes in
the last round of the season to catch her
teammate at the last moment.

Wonthaggi’'s Elise De Santis 21 and
Bec Farrell 19 had been right up there
throughout with Elise claiming best votes
in Round 15 and 16, but neither player
collected votes in the last two rounds.

In the B Grade count, some of Court-
ney Young's main competition came from
teammate Jess Blair who scored two votes
in the last round to close to within one
vote of Young, before Courtney clinched
the win with three votes in that same game
against Moe, winning by three from the Li-
ons’ Elise Demczuk, Young 28, Demczuk
25 and Blair 24.

Other local success came in the Under
13 netball where Finlay Bradley claimed
the league’s best award.

In other results, Tye Hourigan of Tr-
aralgon was the season’s MVP and Sienna
Green of Warragul the MVP in A Grade
netball.

Proud sponsors of
Leongatha Parrots

gl
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2025 GIPPSLAND LEAGUE GRAND FINAL

MORWELL RECREATION RESERVE

Parrots and Power in seven grand finals

ON A DAY when 20 teams play
off for premiership glory in the
Gippsland League, at Morwell
this Saturday, the local clubs
Leongatha and Wonthaggi will
be well represented with eight
teams featuring in seven of the
day’s 10 grand finals.

The neighbouring rivals only
meet each other in one of those
games, the eagerly anticipated
B Grade Grand Final starting at
1.30pm.

The teams have traded wins
during the season, Leongatha
convincing winners early in the
year and again in the Qualifying
Final, but Wonthaggi got them
at home, 39-38, indicating the
contest could go either way, with
the Parrots slight favourites.

But the Power has two of the
highest-voting players in the
league this year, best award
winner Courtney Young and
Jess Blair to call on, with much
to play for.

Local interest starts early with
the Leongatha Under 13s opening
the day against Sale at 8.30am,
the Leongatha Thirds up against
Maffra at 10.30am and then
Wonthaggi in the C Grade netball
grand final at 11am.

At 12.30pm it's Leongatha ver-
sus Traralgon in the Reserves’
grand final and at 1.30pm, Le-
ongatha and Wonthaggi in the B
Grade, as the perfect appetiser
for the big senior football grand
final starting at 2.30pm featur-
ing last year’s grand finalists
Leongatha and Traralgon.

The A Grade netball grand

Leongatha’s Jenson Garnham was on song up forward the
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last time Leongatha and Traralgon met, with four goals in
a low-scoring affair but the Parrots will be looking for more
scoring output from their midfielders and other forwards if

they are to trouble Traralgon.

final between Warragul and Moe
may not feature a local team
but for netball aficionados, it
should be a cracker with the
top two teams of the competi-
tion both boasting plenty of star
power and separated by only
four goals in the Qualifying Fi-
nal where Warragul prevailed
over the previously undefeated
Lions. Expect to hear plenty of
noise coming from the Morwell
courts as that game reaches its
crescendo.

Main game

The fairy tale result from Sat-
urday’s Gippsland League Senior
Football Grand Final for locals
would be to see Leongatha broth-
ers, Dyson and Aaron Heppell,
draped in their premiership med-

als and holding up the 2025 cup.
But, as Parrots’ fans found
out last year, reputations

mean nothing when it comes
to grand finals and a pacy
Maroons’ lineup left the much-
vaunted Leongatha team of last

year in its wake to claim the 2024
title.

The two powerhouse clubs of
the competition, since Leongatha
rejoined the central Gippsland
league in 1969, have shown
themselves both capable of win-
ning from any position when it
comes to “the big dance”.

They expect success and Sat-
urday’s contest shapes as one
for the ages, Traralgon coming
in with their famous run and
carry and Leongatha hoping to
stop that at the source with the
likes of Dyson Heppell, Tom Mar-
riott, Luke Bowman, Kim Drew,
big Benny Willis, Aaron Heppell,
Sam Forrester, Jay Walker and
Trood medal winner Ben Hard-
ing all first-class ball winners and
distributors.

But Traralgon are equally
blessed in that department with
names such as Ambler, D’Angelo,
Willaton, Cunico, Northe, Hally-
burton, Neocleous and Anderson
match-winners on their day.

Add to that a miserly defence
led by intercept-marking force,
the league’s MVP ‘Tye Hourigan,
and you have a scoring barrier
that looms as a significant chal-
lenge for the Parrots.

Who wins it? Stupid question!
There’s nothing between these
sides, even with the significant
inclusion of Dyson Heppell this
year, hoping to share in some
hometown success after a stellar
career at the top level.

It's all about who brings it on
the day... all we can say is “Carn
the Parrots™!!

% .-'".

Appointed as Leongatha Development Coach for 2025,
Jake Cochrane has his team into the Gippsland League
grand final on Saturday. “We beat them in the first round,
and they had a good win over us later, when we were affected
by injury, but there have been a lot of changes since then.
We played well against them in the qualifying final, but
we're going to have to come up with a plan to stop their
outside run and we need to make the most of our chances
up forward, but yes, looking forward to it,” said Cochrane.

Leongatha U18’s Coach Jesse Giardina has done a great job of

S

developing a rapidly improving group and goes into Saturday’s
grand final with high hopes. “Everyone knows we've been
crippled by injury this season and credit to the eight or nine
Fourths players who've filled in and everyone else who’s played
a part in getting us there. The game we played against Maffra
last time stood up and if we can bring that kind of intensity and
game plan this time, I think we’re in with a good chance,” said
Giardina after Saturday’s preliminary final win at Sale.

Brett, Kerryn
and the team at
Nagel’s Pharmacy

would like to wish
the Parrots
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Wishing the
Leongatha Parrots
all the hest for

Good Luck in the
Grand Final

#F Amcal+

Preferred repairer for all major
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in the Grand Final
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What to do about Traralgon’s run and carry

- Parrots’ coach

Trent McMicking
talks tactics ahead of
Saturday’s grand final

COACH of the Leongatha
Parrots’ senior team, Trent
McMicking, admitted to
watching the closing stages
of the NRL qualifying fi-
nal between the Canberra
Raiders and the Brisbane
Broncos on Sunday eve-
ning, noting he hopes the
Gippsland grand final on
Saturday doesn’t go that
way — no matter who wins.

“Yeah, it was pretty epic
wasn't it. You'd hope we
don’t have to go through
that,” he said of the extra
time and golden point he-
roics.

Looking at Saturday,
though, he said it was very
pleasing for a club from a
town the size of Leongatha,
with under 6000 people,
to have three football and
three netball teams into the
grand finals, against the
likes of Traralgon (popula-
tion 27,000) and the other
big towns in the league.

“As a club were pretty
pleased with that, from our
Under 13 netballers and
Under 18 footballers, right
through, it's a big effort.”

So, getting down to the
senior grand final, between
Leongatha and Traralgon, a

t*-.." =

This Saturday’s dippsland League Grand Final will
be Leongatha Senior Coach Trent McMicking’s fourth
in a row, having tasted success in charge of the Parrots

in 2022 and 2023.

repeat of last year’s finale,
how does he plan to com-
bat Traralgon’'s famed run
and carry?

“Win it at the source, get
first hands on it, control
the ball and stop the out-
side run. Control the ball
so theyre chasing us. Con-
trolling the ball has been
our strength.”

And what of possible
changes to the team?

“Unfortunately, you'd
have to say Sean Westaway
is doubtful, with a badly
corked calf and a bleed on
that as well. But yes, Luke
Bowman is ready to go, he
would have been right last
week. And we'll be looking

for a replacement in de-
fence as well.”

Among those in the
frame for a possible call-up
would be Jackson Harry,
12 months after ACL sur-
gery, Xavier Bolge and Beau
Grabham among others.

“Despite  the injuries
we've had, we've probably
played fewer players this
year, from a core group in
the Development grade,
to a number of Under 18s
that we've been pleased to
have in this year, but we'd
be hoping not to make too
many changes.

“Its always a big day,
we're pleased to be a part
of it. Traralgon’s such a

2025 GIPPSLAND LEAGUE GRAND FINAL

MORWELL RECREATION RESERVE

well-run club and we re-
spect how they go about it.
We're looking forward to it.”

Traralgon’s senior lineup
looks to be fairly settled
with forward Daniel McK-
enna some chance to come
back in after not playing
since Round 18. Star half-
back Tristan Waack is like-
ly to be ruled out, not yet
recovered enough from a
PCL injury late in the sea-
son and Gippsland Power
talent Marlon Neocleous
also looks likely to miss.

Just as Xavier Lindsay
was the year before, Neo-
cleous has been named to
play in the youth showcase
on AFL Grand Final Day,
the 2025 Marsh AFL Na-
tional Futures Boys match
as a curtain-raiser to the
big one on Saturday, Sep-
tember 27.

McMicking was appoint-
ed Leongatha Senior Coach
in 2022, after seven years
working alongside Gary
Ayres as a Port Melbourne
Assistant Coach, tasting
immediate success with
the Parrots in 2022 and
2023. It will be his fourth
Gippsland grand final in a
row, but he might need to
win this one before his for-
mer mentor boosts Warra-
gul’s rising claims in 2026,
after being named their
new coach last week.

Siren, mark,

LEONGATHA was the bet-
ter team on the day in the
Under 18s preliminary final
against Warragul at Sale on
Saturday.

But they tried every pos-
sible option in front of goal,
without success, and looked
set to go into half time with
by far the highest posses-
sion count but a scoreline of
Leongatha 0.14.14 to War-
ragul 4.1.25 before contro-
versy, luck, call it what you
like, played a part.

With the time ticking to-
wards zero at half time, Le-
ongatha surged forward for
yet another scoring attempt
and either just before, right
on, or just after the siren,
Jhett Brown clunked a

goal... but not necessarily in that order!

mark in the goal square
and calmly slotted the pipe-
opener for the Parrots that
saw them go on to a con-
vincing victory.

Supporters on the grand-
stand side of the Sale
ground swear black and
blue they heard the siren
go before Brown took the
mark but with sound trav-
elling at approximately 343
metres per second, it must
have been a split second be-
fore the umpires registered
the noise.

The rest is history. Leon-
gatha came on strong in the
third quarter with goals to
Brown again after the re-
start, Max Sheahan, Char-
lie Bickerton and Mitchell

15 Bair Street, Leongatha 03 5662 5800

www.raywhiteleongatha.com.au

Best of luck to
all the players!

HM10886

47 Bair Street, Leongatha Vic 3953

Croatto, while Warragul
went goalless and they virtu-
ally sealed the deal with an-
other to Eamon Berryman.

Warragul pulled one back
to make it 16 points the
difference halfway through
the last quarter, but by
then, Leongatha’s players
were gang-tackling the op-
position, presently for the
marks and running in twos
and threes.

Alate free kick and goal to
Max Carter sealed the deal.
They'd held their nerve
when the goals didn't come
for what seemed like an
eternity, and have marched
on to a rematch with Maffra
after a cracking Qualifying
Final two weeks ago.

LET’S BRING IT

HOME AGAIN!

Mtrian Hareawrts Leongatha

We help you buy and sell residential, lifestyle,
dairy, grazing and rural property in South
Gippsland and surrounds.

HM10885

0356622292 &leongatha.nutrienharcourts.com.au

o
Mitchell Croatto clunked
this pack mark near goal
before kicking a crucial
one to help stretch the
lead for the Parrots in the
third quarter.

Go Parrots!

Best of luck in
the Grand Final

86 Yarragon Road, Leongatha 5662 3199 L5 |
brownsstockfeed.com.au

Stats point

THE grand fi-
nal match-up in the
Gippsland League this
Saturday, September
20, between Leongatha
and Traralgon, takes
on epic proportions, ac-
cording to league stat-
istician Paul Carter, al-
most rivalling the great
Morwell-Traralgon con-
tests of the past.

In fact, it will be the
10th grand final meeting
between Leongatha and
Traralgon in Gippsland
Latrobe and Gippsland
League history, just one
behind the Maroons ver-
sus Tigers.

Here’s a snapshot of
the stats since Leon-
gatha joined the league in
1969, through to 2025,
supplied by Paul Carter.
* All GL matches: Played
139 - Leongatha 62,
Traralgon 75, drawn 2
Finals: Played 22 - Le-
ongatha 10, Traralgon
12
Last 10 matches: Leon-
gatha 8, Traralgon 2
Last three matches:
2025 (T) Leongatha
9.11.65 d Traralgon
7.6.48, 2025 (L) Tr-
aralgon 11.10.76 d Le-
ongatha 11.7.73, 2025
(2nd Semi at Morwell)
Leongatha 7.12.54 d
Traralgon 5.4.34.
Match Aggregate High:
258 pts — (2011) Leon-
gatha 21.12.138 d Tr-
aralgon 17.18.120.
Match Aggregate Low:
72 pts - (2012) Leon-
gatha 5.12.42 d Traral-
gon 4.6.30.

* Highest scores: Leon-
gatha 23.24.162 (1995
Grand Final), Traral-
gon 29.14.188 (2009).

* Lowest scores: Leon-
gatha 2.7.19 (2006),
Traralgon 1.14.20
(2003).

* Greatest winning mar-
gin: Leongatha 123
(2015), Traralgon 127
(2009).

* Record Quarter Scores:
Leongatha — Traralgon.

* 1st quarter: 7.8.50
(1977) - 10.4.64
(2009).

* 2nd quarter: 9.2.56
(1995) - 10.3.63

to epic final

(2009).

* 3rd quarter: 8.2.50

(1977) — 9.5.59 (1971).
* 4th quarter: 10.2.62

(1987) — 8.6.54 (2009).
* Most goals (match):

Leongatha 9 Jake Best

(2015), Traralgon 12

Tim Aitken (2009).

“Leongatha and Tr-
aralgon contest their
10th Grand Final
against each other on
Saturday. Only Morwell
and Traralgon, with 11
Grand Finals together,
have played more pre-
miership deciders,” said
Paul Carter.

“This will be the 23rd
finals match involving
the Parrots and the Ma-
roons, also the second
most behind Morwell
and Traralgon, who
have done battle in 31
finals games.

“Despite  having a
string of injuries to key
players throughout the
season, Leongatha dem-
onstrated its incredible
depth in still finish-
ing atop the Gippsland
League ladder. Their
meeting a fortnight ago
in the second semi-fi-
nal was a typical finals
match with its ebbs and
flows, Traralgon goaling
twice in a minute mid-
way through the second
quarter to gain a vital
break.

“Twelve points ahead
at the 14-minute mark of
the second term, no one
thought that it might be
the Maroons’ last goal of
the match, but it was 34
points to two after that
with the Parrots domi-
nating almost every sta-
tistic in the match from
that time onwards.

“The Traralgon team
will have learned les-
sons from that game and
bounced back against
Moe, as all teams which
have worn the Maroons
jumper have done in the
past. Fans can expect
a match of titanic pro-
portions with possibly
a heart-stopping finish.
Who knows, it may even
take extra time to sepa-
rate the two.”
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Jenson Garnham

Forward
Talented and athletic.
Long, accurate
kick for goal.

Ben Harding
Midfielder
Skilful midfielder, elite
by hand and foot. Big
possession winner
with an enormous
work rate.

Beau
Grabham-Andrews
Midfielder
Talented young player
who has impressed
at senior level this
season.

Xavier Bolge
Defender

Young key defender
who has already stood
up to big roles this
year. Bright future

ahead.

LEONGATHA

PARROTS

Sam Forrester

Mid / Defender
Mid-sized player
who rebounds well.
Excellent disposer of
the football.

Brok Davidson

Forward
Tall forward who is an
accurate and reliable
kick. Former Parrot
who has returned to
the club this year.

Jacob Warne

Ruck/Forward
Strong and athletic.
Creates opportunities
through size and
presence in contests.

Tallin Brill

Forward
Attacking player who
provides drive in the

inside 50 area with his
long kicking and hard-
running game.

Jay Walker
Wing
Hard-running,
pacy midfielder.
Courageous in his
attack on the ball.

Tim Sauvarin

Defender
Tall, athletic defender
with pace and
endurance. Loves
to turn defence into
attack.

Tom Marriott

Inside Midfielder
Leader of the club.
Able to break lines
with strength and
pace. Multiple league
Best & Fairest winner.
True champion.

Justin Pellicano

Ruck/Forward
Big, determined player
who uses size and
strength to assist
teammates. Can
also kick goals when
stationed forward.

Sean Westaway

Key Defender
Club games record
holder. Reliable, tough
defender who thrives
in the lock-down role.

Nick Argento

Small Forward
Smart small forward
with a great football
brain. Always looking

for ways to bring
others into the game.

Ben Willis
Ruck
Big-hearted ruckman
who uses his size to
advantage. Works

tirelessly for the full
four quarters.

Wil Littlejohn

Defender
Hard-working small
defender who gets the
job done each week.
Versatile enough
to push forward if
required.

Kim Drew

Inside Midfielder
Creative midfielder
who loves the physical
side of the game.
Strong at breaking
tackles and driving the
ball forward.

Patrick Ireland

Forward
Young key forward
with a strong lead and
mark. Long, accurate
kick for goal.

Ned Hanily

Small Forward
Tenacious with
excellent footy smarts.
Makes good decisions
in congestion and sets
up teammates.

Jack Hume

Wing/Forward
Tall, quick, and
creative. Takes
a strong mark
and is dangerous
around goal. Proven
goalkicker.

Cade Maskell

Key Defender
Club champion and
proven performer in
big games. Excellent
reader of play who

provides rebound
from defence.

Ty Hall
Mid/Wing
Workhorse midfielder
with pace who
consistently finds
plenty of the football.

Travis Nash

Defender
Elite defender who
takes lock-down roles
but also showcases
attacking flair.

Zavier Lamers

Small Forward
Exciting young
forward with
blistering pace.

A constant threat

around goals.

50 | TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16,2025 | SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES

Luke Bowman

Inside Midfielder
Tough, physical
midfielder who thrives
in contested footy.
Brings teammates into
the game.

Dyson Heppell
Midfielder
Former Parrot junior
who returns after an
illustrious AFL career
with Essendon. Brings
class, leadership, and
experience.

Aaron Heppell
Midfielder
Hard-working inside
midfielder who racks
up possessions.
Dangerous when
pushing forward.
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Three Parrots’ teams through to grand final

THE Leongatha Reserves ap-
peared set to make an easy
transition from preliminary fi-
nal to grand final against Moe
at Sale on Saturday when they
stretched their lead to five goals
at the start of the third quarter.

It looked as easy as one, two,
three to get Firsts, Seconds and
Thirds into the grand final after
the Under 18s won the earlier
game, but you shouldn't count
your chickens.

They'd dominated the scoring
and general play to that stage in
the game and when their play-
ing coach Jake Cochrane got on
the end of an impressive string
of handballs to boot their eighth
goal, at the start of the third
term, it looked how far the Par-
rots.

But a plucky Lions’ side had
other ideas, kicking three goals
in quick succession to Brendan
Holt, from point-blank range,
Liam Weir and Liam Durkin to
close the gap to 13 points near
the last break. Durkin might
have got another after the siren,
but the Parrots had certainly
lost their winning break.

Coach Cochrane urged his
team “not to go into your shells”
at the final huddle, but it was
Moe which drew first blood,
through Sean Curtis, followed
by an exchange of points which
saw the margin fluctuate.

A goal-saving smother by
Jackson Harry, who was liter-
ally throwing everything into
his defensive efforts, a bad miss
by Cochrane and a shot at a
miracle goal by Jarrod Stewart
featured in a frenetic finish, but
it was Moe’s Brodey Wolfenden
who closed the gap to just three
points still with plenty of time
on the clock.

A thrilling run-down tackle by
Luke Marshman saved the day
up one end, as did an inspiring
pack-mark by Cochrane on the
wing, but ultimately it was late
inclusion, Klayton McGrath,
who got on the end of a pass by
Stewart and kicked the sealer
with 30 seconds remaining,

Leongatha now gets another
shot at Traralgon in the grand
final after a close contest be-
tween the two sides in the Quali-

fying Final.

Leongatha premiership defender J ackson Harry threw
literally everything into his bid for a last-minute call-up for
the seniors in Saturday’s grand final, attempting a number
of spectacular marks in an effort to catch the eye of selectors
during the reserves’ preliminary final.

Leongatha's

LEONGATHAS Ben Harding
has taken out the Gippsland
League’s best and fairest award
for 2025, the Trood Award and
Rodda Medal, in his first sea-
son in the region’s top football
competition.

However, while he was both
surprised and delighted to
come out on top in Sunday’s
online vote count, he’s no
stranger to winning club and
even league best and fairest
awards.

Back in 2017, as an 18-year-
old, he won the West Austra-
lian Football League’s Reserves
Best and Fairest Award, the
Prendergast Medal, having pre-
viously won the A Grade Ama-
teurs best and first in Perth.

He played 13 Senior WAFL
games with East Fremantle,
Peel Thunder and Claremont
between 2017 and 2022, be-
fore relocating to Melbourne
in 2023 where he played with
Old Melburnians in the VAFA,
winning two club best awards
before looking to relocate to the
country.

“I was looking to move to
a well-run, family-oriented
club in the country and after

Ben Harding wins league’s best award

Ben Harding of Leongatha scored ‘three votes’ in the
Parrots’ Round 13 match against Moe at Ted Summerton
Reserve on his way to winning the Gippsland League’s best

and fairest award for 2025,

Medal, on Sunday this week.

making contact with Leon-
gatha, I had a few conversa-
tions with Matt Mansfield
(premiership playing coach of
the Leongatha Football Club
in 1997) and made the move,”
said Ben Harding this week.

“I feel like I had a pretty con-
sistent year, and I had it on at
home (the count), but I never

the Trood Award and Rodda

expected to win it. It was a bit
of a shock, for sure.

“Prior to coming to Leon-
gatha, I'd played a lot in the
midfield, but I had a few chats
with Trent (Leongatha coach
Trent McMicking) and we talk-
ed about playing on the wing,
which I've really enjoyed.

“We've got a lot of good

midfielders and the opportu-
nity to play a little bit more on
the outside has been good.

“T've never played in a grand
final though, so the focus is
definitely there, but yeah, it's
an honour and a surprise,” he
said.

Harding has been avalanched
with  congratulations from
teammates, and others around
the club, as well as sharing the
news with friends and family
back in Perth.

He polled votes in eight games
across the 2025 season, scor-
ing best-on-ground votes in six,
including in Round 2 (Leon-
gatha v Sale), Round 6 (War-
ragul v Leongatha), Round 13
(Moe v Leongatha), Round 15
(Leongatha v Warragul), Round
16 (Drouin v Leongatha) and
finally in Round 18 (Leongatha
v Mafira). There were also two-
vote games against Maffra in
Round 9 and Sale in Round
11, for a total of 22 votes,
four clear of Bairnsdale’s Will
Mitchell and Warragul's Tom
Hobbs on 18.

For the final leaders’ board
read online at sgst.com.au

Read the full report from Traralgon v Moe seniors preliminary final online at sgst.com.au

iNATIONALS /o Gponed tictrria

Wishing the Parrots
all the best for the
Grand Final

Melina BATH

STATE MEMEER FDIR EASTERN VICTORILA

GIPPSLAND
LEAGUE
RESULTS

PRELIMINARY FINAL

E 9, «@ 61

" TRamaton | moe |

Traralgon 5.6 7.9 10.12 13.16 (94)
Moe 24 6.8 711 8.13(61)
GOALS, Traralgon: D Loprese 3, S Hallyburton,

T Marsh 2, C Ambler, C Brown, L D’Angelo,

J McMahon, B Roscoe, L Willaton 1 each

BEST: D Loprese, L D’Angelo, L Willaton,

S Hallyburton, H Dunbar, J Cunico

GOALS, Moe: B Crocker 3, L Poholke, B Smith 2,
A Dijkstra 1

BEST: No best players have been selected.

RESERVES

Leongatha 3.1 73 8.5 9.8 (62)
Moe 22 32 64 8.6 (54)
GOALS, Leongatha: J Cochrane, B Davidson,

B Fort, T Gannon, F Materia, C Rump, J Stewart,
C Watson 1 each

BEST: B Fort, J Stewart, T Gannon, C Rump,

L Marshman, J Harry

GOALS, Moe: S Curtis 2, L Durkin, B Holt,

B Morrow, L Rock, L Weir, B Wolfenden 1 each
BEST: L Rock, L Weir, B Morrow, B Holt,

J Van Dyk, A Wilson

THIRDS
Leongatha 0.5 114 5.14 7.15 (57)
Warragul 21 41 44 5.5 (35)

GOALS, Leongatha: J Brown 2, C Bickerton,

M Croatto, M Sheahan 1 each

BEST: J Brown, S Bradley, F Donohue, A Williams,
K McGrath, N Bradley

GOALS, Warragul: R Nettle 2, H Hodge,

C Mclintosh, R Senini 1 each

BEST: T Logan, H Hodge, R Senini, C McIntosh,

X Olsson, R Nettle

FOURTHS
Maffra 62 176 9.9 13.12(90)
Warragul 1.2 13 35 3.5(23)

GOALS, Maffra: J Armstrong, L Stephenson 3,

M Pendergast 2, H Bartlett, A Burgiel, T Grumley,
J Little, L Phillips 1 each

BEST: J Armstrong, A Weatherley, M Pendergast,
J Linford, | Brown, P Horan

GOALS, Warragul: F Aubrey, W Phillips,

T Senini 1 each

BEST: N Olsson, N Young, H Allsop, J Strating,

F Aubrey, T Senini

THIS WEEKEND’S DRAW

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

Saturday, September 20
Morwell Recreation Reserve
Seniors: Leongatha v Traralgon
Reserves: Traralgon v Leongatha
U18: Maffra v Leongatha
U16: Traralgon v Maffra

Local foothall

South Gippsland

and Bass Coast

Sentinel-Times
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www.sgst.com.au
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Sky high and locked in battle between
Inverloch-Kongwak and Nar Nar Goon
in the U16s at Dalyston.

WEST GIPPSLAND
COMPETITION
RESULTS

PRELIMINARY FINAL

. e
SEAGULLS
TOORADIN-DAL CORA LYNN

Tooradin-Dal 3.1 5.5 8.7 11.14(80)
Cora Lynn 25 7.7 8.9 8.9 (57)
GOALS, Tooradin-Dal: J Craven, S Savage 3,

B Butler 2, J Flannery, C Shinners,

X Shinners 1 each

BEST: J Esler, B Butler, P Wright, J Craven,

J Flannery, S Savage

GOALS, Cora Lynn: N Gardiner 4, L Peluso 2,

H Briggs, M McDermott 1 each

BEST: J Munro, N Gardiner, W Thomas, L Peluso,
M Briggs, J Butera

RESERVES

NarNarGoon 1.2 12 42
Phillip Island 03 26 3.6
GOALS, NNG: M McGreal 2, E Douglas,
E Grierson, J Hamilton 1 each

BEST: E Grierson, Z Smith, E Douglas, L Graham,
M McGreal, J Hamling

GOALS, Phillip Island: T Woodfield 2,

B Pewtress 1

BEST: J Keating, B Davies, T Woodfield,

O Hibbert, F Cousins, T Niven

THIRDS

Phillip Island 14 28 711 8.13(61)
NarNarGoon 20 21 41 5.2(32)
GOALS, Phillip Island: O Duggan 2, Y Caffieri,

C Fischer, B Hennessy, F O’'Brien, C O’Garey,

M Taylor 1 each

BEST: C Walton, F O'Brien, J Kelly, B Hennessy,

N Williams, | Savona

GOALS, NNG: T Millar 2, M Cross, Z Ferguson,

O Ratten 1 each

BEST: O Ratten, T Millar, R Kaminski, Z Ferguson,
M Cross, C Becker

FOURTHS

NarNarGoon 1.0 21 31
Inverloch-K 1.0 3.0 4.5
GOALS, NNG: J Hall 2, M Mathews 1
BEST: F Shorey, T Crema, C Hamilton, J Cross,
T Holland, J Hall

GOALS, Inverloch-K: No goal scorers listed.
BEST: No best players have been selected.

5.8(38)
3.8(26)

3.4(22)
4.7 (31)

THIS WEEKEND’S DRAW

WEST GIPPSLAND GRAND FINAL

Saturday, September 20
Garfield Recreation Reserve
Seniors: Nar Nar Goon v Tooradin-Dalmore
Reserves: Tooradin-Dalmore v Nar Nar Goon
U18: Inverloch-Kongwak v Phillip Island
U16: Warragul Ind v Inverloch-Kongwak

Island juniors charge into Grand Final

WHAT a day for the future
of the Phillip Island Football
Club! Our Under 18s have
stormed their way into the
2025 West Gippsland League
Grand Final, after produc-
ing a brilliant four-quarter
performance against Nar Nar
Goon in the Preliminary Fi-
nal.

It was tight early, with Nar
Nar Goon coming out strong,
but the young Bulldogs lifted
their pressure and began to
take control of the contest.
With hard tackling, relent-
less running, and smart ball
movement, Phillip Island
slowly wore their opponents
down. By the final siren, the
scoreboard told the story: a
composed and determined
29-point win that sends our
boys through to the biggest
game of the year.

This is an incredible
achievement and a testament
to the dedication of the play-
ers, coaches, and families
who've supported the group
all season. The energy around
the club is electric, and this
Saturday we call on every
supporter to head to Garfield
(at 10.10am) and get behind
the 18s. Let's make it a sea
of red, white, and blue as the
next generation of Bulldogs
chase premiership glory!

A huge congratulations to
Benjamin Chihotski, who
was named runner-up in the
League Best & Fairest Medal
— a massive achievement in a
very competitive competition.

Reserves

Our Reserves side gave ev-
erything in their Preliminary
Final clash against Nar Nar
Goon, but unfortunately fell
just short in a hard-fought
and physical contest.

The game was an arm-
wrestle from the outset, with
both teams locking down de-
fensively and making scor-
ing difficult. Phillip Island
matched Nar Nar Goon for in-
tensity across the ground, but
the difference came down to
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Breaking free, Phillip Island’s Darcy Thompson bursts through the Goon’s clutches.
Photos: Bec Casey Sports Photography

conversion in front of goal
— Nar Nar Goon took their
chances, while the Bulldogs
were left to rue a number of
missed opportunities that
could have changed the mo-
mentum of the match.
Despite the scoreboard,
there were plenty of posi-
tives. Senior experience from
the likes of Jack Keating and
Beau Davies steadied the
group when the pressure lift-
ed, while younger players like
Oliver Hibbert and Thomas

Niven showed they can match
it in big finals. Up forward,
Travis Woodfield battled hard
to finish with two goals, while
Bryce Pewtress added anoth-
er. The backline held strong
all day, repeatedly repelling
Nar Nar Goon’s attacks and
keeping the contest alive right
until the closing stages.

While the result wasn't the
one the boys wanted, this
group should be incred-
ibly proud of their season.
They showed determination,

resilience, and strong team
unity week after week, and
pushed deep into September
as a reward for their efforts.
A very special mention to
Finlay Cousins, who capped
off his outstanding season
by being crowned the West
Gippsland League Best and
Fairest Medal winner for the
Reserves competition. This is
a phenomenal achievement
and underlines his impor-
tance to the side — a true lead-
er both on and off the field.

Inverloch-Kongwak lines up the perfect klck in the
Under 16s Preliminary final.
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The ball flies as Jack Martin launches another IK attack.
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Unfortunate losses for Poowong
as promising years ahead

By Geoff Wyatt

POOWONG'’S Under 16s football and
Under 15 girls Netball teams travelled
to Trafalgar to to play in their 2025
Grand Finals supported by their fami-
lies and a large contingent of Poowong
fans.

There was a big crowd in attendance
at Trafalgar in cool conditions with a
breeze favouring the highway end. The
surface of the Trafalgar ground was a
credit to the club.

Looking at the two sides on the ground
Bunyip looked to be a top age side with
some tall players whereas Poowong Un-
der 16s looked a younger side, lacking
in height and it would take a huge effort
to get over Bunyip.

Poowong Under 16s have played some
great football to reach the Grand Final
and should be proud of their efforts win
or lose.

Bunyip kicked to the highway end
with the breeze and had two goals early
before Poowong came back with a goal
to Johnathon Wilson. Unfortunately
Bunyip kicked a late goal to stretch the
margin to 14 points. Poowong held Bu-
nyip well against the breeze and would
need to use the breeze in the second
quarter.

The second quarter was tight football,
unfortunately Poowong could not fin-
ish off up forward and missed a chance
to add a goal only to see Bunyip kick a
goal to open up a nineteen point lead at
half time. Bunyip’s height was a telling
factor taking many marks in defence.
Bunyip 4.3.27 to Poowong 1.2.8.

Poowong would need a big third
quarter to stay in the game and with Ll i ]
Bunyip’ s height making it hard in the s s R
ruck and marking around the ground.
Poowong had a good quarter keeping
Bunyip to two goals while adding one
with a goal to Cruze Deal to keep the [

Desperate pressure is applied by Bunyip as Dylan Canavan boots the ball towards
Poowong’s forward line in U16 Ellinbank & District Grand Final. Photos: Jeff Tull.

[ Y & s - L~ P
margin to four goals, a possibility with ‘.'l "y '

the breeze, but it would require a good | e 4 & . ""' . _:*""".
start in the last quarter. Bunyip 6.3.39 . s
to Poowong 2.3.15.

Unfortunately, Bunyip got on top add-
ing three goals early and with Poowong
unable to break Bunyip's defence they
ran out winners by 44 points, a well-
deserved victory.

Hopefully this group will be the basis
of Bunyip's rise in senior football, well
done Bunyip.

To the Poowong boys, a great season
and a tremendous effort to make the
Grand Final. A lot of talent there and
they will be a big chance next season.
Be proud of your year’s performance —
a lot of talent there going forward for
Poowong with a couple of boys playing
Seniors this year.

Very taken by the speeches of young
coach Mitch Van't Hof, speaking about
what was needed to the players in a
concise manner, congratulations Mitch
on your season.

Best Players Christian Dorian, Lachie
Moriarty, George Edwards, Johnathan
Wilson, Tait Nicholls, Marlon Cawcutt
in a team effort.

Unfortunately, the Under 15 Netball
girls lost to Catani 33 to 25. A lot of tal-
ent in the side. Well done girls on mak- : T
ing the Grand Final and best of luck in U R e « R
your future careers. .

Though we went away without a pre- : -
miership it was still a great effort by the =~ Surrounded by Bunyip opponents, Jordyn Mackin clears the ball for the Magpies
club to have two teams in the Grand Fi- in the U16 Ellinbank & District Football League Grand Final played at Trafalgar

nals — all the best for 2026. Recreation Reserve.
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Cats claim the crown

NEERIM South took out a resounding win
against Trafalgar in the Ellinbank Football
Netball League Senior grand final on Satur-
day.

Playing at the Trafalgar Recreation Reserve,
Neerim South were the favourites to win after
a dominant season, but the Bloods went in
with a homefield advantage.

The Bloods had the opportunity to gain an
early lead with a shot at goal one minute in.

However, inaccurate kicking foiled the mo-
mentum, and the Bloods kicked a behind -
their only score for the quarter.

Neerim South kicked the first goal of the
game nine minutes in and slotted a second
goal late in the quarter for a 14-point lead at
the first siren.

Neerim South was quick out of the gate in
the second quarter with an early goal.

The Cats chipped away at the scoreboard,
while the Bloods attempted to fight back but
continued to be plagued by inaccurate kick-
ing,

Neerim South had a five-goal lead at half-
time, the game still open for anyone to take.

The Cats were fuelled by premiership glory
in the third quarter, leaving the Bloods be-
hind. Kicking four goals, Neerim South ex-
tended its lead while its defence held Trafal-
gar to just one more point.

Trafalgar showed why it deserved its spot
in the grand final with an almighty fourth
quarter. Showing no signs of giving up, Tra-
falgar put three goals on the scoreboard.

However, with two more goals, Neerim
South had done its job.

Neerim South was crowned the 2025 pre-
miers with a 51-point win.

ELLINBANK
& DISTRICT
LEAGUE RESULTS

GRAND FINAL

77 & 26

NEERIM SOUTH TRAFALGAR

NeerimSouth 2.3 5.3 9.8 11.11(77)
Trafalgar 01 05 0.6 3.8 (26)
GOALS Neerim Sth: M McGarrity 5, N Bayne,

L Kinder, E McGillivray, T Morrow, H Notman,

W Papley 1 each

BEST: K Wilson, A Ramm, K Cornwall, C Urie,

T Pratt, M McGarrity

GOALS Trafalgar: K Butler, D Farrell,

C Minichiello 1 each

BEST: D Farrell, B Hoffmann, H Kenny,

L Coulthard, B Cunico, J Butler

RESERVES
Lang Lang 40 50 93 11.3(69)
Trafalgar 21 6.1 8.2 9.2 (56)

GOALS Lang Lang: T Guan 2, K Batt, B Kiss,
T O’Riordan, J Ventura 1 each

BEST: No best players have been selected.
GOALS Trafalgar: M Swenson 3, B Bosman,
D Brock, Z Brown, T Radford, A Templeton,

B Zimora 1 each

BEST: B Bosman, K Tullett, T Radford,

M Swenson, D Brock, J Hines

THIRDS
Ellinbank 1.3 3.9 811 11.13(79)
Buln Builn 02 14 15 6.6 (42)

GOALS Ellinbank: J Armstrong, R Butters,

H Cunningham, A Debenham, L Joyce 2,

B Handley 1

BEST: A Debenham, L Joyce, J Armstrong, J Good,
H Cunningham, T Keeble

GOALS Buln Buln: R Eastwell 3, H Jones,

A Pickthall, J Vaughan 1 each

BEST: R Eastwell, A Pickthall, C Kilmartin,

M Steenholdt, C Kennedy, A Davidson

FOURTHS

Bunyip 33 43 63 9.6 (60)
Poowong 114 12 23 2.4 (16)
GOALS Bunyip: K Jones 4, C Cunningham,

H Sheehan 2, L Clark 1

BEST: K Jones, B Interlandi, C Cunningham,

H Sheehan, S Blackley, L Clark

GOALS Poowong: C Deal, J Wilson 1 each

BEST: C Dorian, L Moriarty, G Edwards, J Wilson,
T Nicholls, M Cawcutt

The Sentinel-Times wishes to thank the photographers and scribes who contributed throughout the year for Poowong and Nyora

football netball clubs. Without their support, we wouldn’t be able to provide the extent of coverage that is provided weekly.
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Tha floor you've been searching for

Seniors: Foster 12.7.79 d Fish Creek 9.14.68
AUMONT TILES
Leongatha Reserves: Morwell East 5.11.41 d Yinnar 3.7.25 Looking good!
www.hartleywells.com Under 18s: Newborough 9.12.66 d MDU 9.9.63 8-10 Koonwarra Rd, Leongaiha. 5662 5030

Phone: 5662 2930 Cnr Cameys Road & Bass Highway,

Wonthaggi. 5672 2148

MDU produces
thrilling finish but can’t
snatch Under 18 cup

By Andrew Paloczi

WHILE a stunning final quarter come-
back fell just short of achieving an MDU
Under 18s Premiership, Newborough
hanging on by three points, Demons
coach Dale Thomas aptly described it as a
“cracking spectacle of junior footy”.

Although a Will Campbell goal early in
the last term gave MDU hope, that seemed
gone when Newborough responded with
a couple of quick majors to lead by 35
points.

The Demons had other ideas, doing as
their coach urged at the last change when
he said, “Leave everything you have on that
ground; put your heads over the footy.”

Were it not for a couple of crucial marks
in defence to Newborough’'s Max Edebohls
and Macally Brosnan, MDU may have
completed a fairytale comeback.

That was still on the cards when Blake
Smith marked and goaled to cut the mar-
gin to three points late in the game, but
the Bulldogs held their nerve.

After a bright start to the match by the De-
mons when they snapped the first goal, the
Bulldogs began to look increasingly danger-
ous, gaining a slender quarter-time lead.

At the huddle, Thomas urged his play-
ers to deliver the footy to spots that would
challenge the opposition rather than kick-
ing too deep and wide and to ensure they
didn’t allow the Bulldogs space to run free.

However, the Demons struggled to put
the clamps on an increasingly rampant
Newborough, MDU’s halftime deficit blow-
ing out to 22 points.

At the mid-match break, Thomas called
for his players to get some movement go-
ing, to spread more effectively, and for his
backmen to treat the boundary line as
their friend, given there is no deliberately
out of bounds rule in junior footy.

Although MDU was quick to attack
when the third term commenced, it was
the Bulldogs that goaled first and Newbor-
ough looked in control heading into the
final term with a 28-point lead.

Having booted just three goals up to that
point, the Demons burst into life with six
majors in the final stanza to almost claim
victory.

Brayden Sellings’ committed efforts
stood out even more than his eye-catching
blue helmet as he helped keep MDU in the
hunt and drive its unlikely resurgence.

The narrowly beaten side named Cameron
Bruce its next best after a lively performance Off the field and straight into celebration mode, Harry Flavelle, Billy Flavelle,
in which he booted a couple of goals and gen- | and Jack Flavelle. C24_3725
erated scoring opportunities for teammates
with his ball-winning ability and composure.
Campbell and Harry Scrimshaw also booted
two majors each for the Demons.

Brody Young and Oscar Hanson were
damaging around the big sticks for New-
borough, combining for seven of the Bull-
dogs’ nine goals, Young accounting for
four of those majors.

Bulldogs coach Rod Peatey encouraged
his players to be humble and enjoy the
moment.

Demons coach Thomas acknowledged
the Newborough boys have had his side’s
measure all year, even if only by pretty
much a kick each time and deserved the
win on Saturday, telling the MDU players
to be proud of their efforts.

Read the full story and medal
winners online at sgst.com.au
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Tigers Mitch and Michael Green enjoyed plenty of support during Saturday’s
Grand Final. A34 3725
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Zave and Josh Toner share a moment
with Josh’s Bill McConville Medal and
Premiership Medal. A37_3725

Foster premiership senior player

Shouting all round as coach Sam Davies celebrates with supporters Nat Matthew Clarke with Rachel. C21_3725
Martin and Nick Goss and player Angus Norton. C23_3725

Angus Norton with proud parents
Kim and Tam and the premiership cup.
C22 3725

- _ : 4
2025 premiership player Jake Best (centre right) with 2010 premiership Jake Thornell celebrates with Sophie
players and Tigers supporters, Tom, Johnny, Tim, Brett and Ryan. C25_3725 Bolam and Sonia Seuren. C26_3725
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From page 56

Both teams opened up the
ground, allowing more opportunity
in the third term, but inaccuracy
was costing Fish Creek.

It wasn't until the Kangaroos
managed two goals deeper into the
third quarter that you sensed the
comeback was on, and so it was,
the pendulum in full swing by the
three-quarter time break.

Fish Creek 8.12-60 to Foster 9.4-
58.

“We panicked in the third, but
we needed repeat stoppage to set
up behind the ball; it was time
for controlled chaos in the last 25
minutes,” Foster coach Sam Davies
said, observing that “We might have
been out on our feet, but so were
they.”

The Tiger team delivered what
coach Davies wanted, plenty of
stoppage, and finally a goal 10 min-
utes into the last quarter that gave
them back the lead, courageously
fending off the pressure being ap-
plied.

After delightedly accepting the
TTMI Premiership Cup along with
skipper Dylan Williams, Foster’s
coach reflected on what his side
had achieved.

“What a day — we set ourselves re-
ally well hunting and applying elite
pressure in the first half and im-
portantly took our chances in the
first half,” Davies said.

“They came out firing in the third
and played some great footy like we
knew they could - credit to them
for playing that way too.

“But boy oh boy did we show
something in that last quarter,
couldn’'t be prouder of the group
and the achievement.

“Big moments, we got it done.

“Only one coach backed us in to-
day from across the league and he
has the medal around his neck.”

The Kangaroos had their chance,
chances even, inaccuracy part of

Foster coach Sam Davies and captain Dylan Williams raise the Premiership Cup.

A26 3725
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Tigers roar to premiership trium

ph

MID GIPPSLAND
LEAGUE RESULTS

GRAND FINAL

W 68 @79

TRAL NETBAL

Fish Creek 0.3 1.7 812 9.14(68)
Foster 32 63 94 12.7(79)
GOALS, Fish Creek: T Cameron, J Shaw 2,

L Gale, M McGannon, S McGannon, J Standfield,
J Stefani 1 each

BEST: L Williams, R De Biase, M McGannon,

T Gavenlock, J Lamers, J Kenny

GOALS, Foster: L Rathjen 4, J Best 3,

J Flavelle 2, S Chaseling, M Cooke,

J Rathjen 1 each

BEST: J Toner, L Rathjen, C Wray, A Norton,

J Best, M Cooke

RESERVES
Morwell East 04 36 49 511(41)
Yinnar 20 22 23 3.7 (25)

GOALS, Morwell East: K Chapman,

B Darby-Lock, D Heyden, B Marks,

N Nikodemski 1 each

BEST: B Atkinson, C Lane, J Atkinson, L Little,

F Marks, B Francis

GOALS, Yinnar: C Le Page, B Watson,

D Webster 1 each

BEST: D Webster, D Yates, T Russell, J Chessum,
L Maynard, J Findlay

THIRDS
Newborough 2.4 58 710 9.12(66)
MDU 1.2 24 36 9.9(63)

GOALS, Newborough: B Young 4, O Hanson 3,
H Gallagher, M Langdon 1 each

BEST: M Brosnan, H Gallagher, B Young,

M Edebohls, L Nelson, M Langdon

GOALS, MDU: C Bruce, W Campbell,

H Scrimshaw 2, L Hamilton, B Smith,

B Taylor 1 each

BEST: B Sellings, C Bruce, A Bruce, W Campbell,
L Duvoisin, A Casey

Berrymanin,
no 32 out

the problem, Foster the other, Fish ek, Vi gl o AL 'Il;- 1-‘.,1_ b
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g:i{atc(?}fwh Walker summing up Best on Ground Josh Toner lays a tackle on Fish Creek’s Josh Standfield, Toner’s

“It was a disappointi esult fo defensive pressure and composure for the Tigers being instrumental in ending the
W 1sappointing resutt for Kangaroos’ three-peat hopes. A31_3725
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us, but I was really proud of the ef-
fort all day,” he said, acknowledg-
ing his side got jumped at the start
and was then playing catch-up.

“The third quarter comeback was
really special to be a part of and I
thought that momentum would get
us through,” Walker said.

While Fish Creek was confident
it would have the legs to hang on
in the last quarter, the Kangaroos
coach reflected that, to Foster’s
credit, the Tigers found another
gear.

“It was a great Grand Final and
a good standard of footy, and we
were beaten by the better team
on the day and better team all
season,” Walker said, extending
his congratulations to Foster and
coach Davies.

League Best and Fairest Angus
Norton was awarded the AFL Vic-
toria Best on Ground medal.

The Bill McConville medal for
Best on Ground as decided by the
umpires went to Josh Toner.

While Foster reached the top of
the mountain, Fish Creek lost no
admirers in its attempt to dethrone
this tough, honest Tiger team.

Grand Final intensity is apparent as Jordy Shaw looks for a Fish Creek teammate.

A27 3725

Darcy Berryman
Damien’s has become
a very dangerous and
important forward. He
has genuine speed and
strength and can kick
goals on either side of

his body.

LAST edition we accidentally
placed no. 32 Blaine Coates in the
headshot lineup for Fish Creek.
It should have in fact been no.
33 Darcy Berryman. For all the
headshot collectors out there
please cut out this shot and tack it
over Coates. Apologies Darcy!

Visit our website:
www.sgst.com.au

The Sentinel-Times wishes to thank the photographers and writer who contributed throughout the year across the many football and netball

clubs within the Mid Gippsland league. Without their support, we wouldn’t be able to provide the extent of coverage that is provided weekly.
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Foster’s Premiership players and officials enjoy the moment after a hard-earned victory. Back row: Harley Hoppner, Jake Thornell, Sam Davies (coach), Dylan
Williams (captain), Todd Bastion (team manager), Tom Littore, Lachlan Rathjen, and Brad Angwin (runner). Middle row: Jack Flavelle, Matthew Clark, Harry Flavelle,
Shaun Chaseling, Michael Green, Brock Cripps, Jack Rathjen, Troy Van Dyke and Michael Howell (water). Front row: Mitchell Green, Jake Best (vice-captain), Angus
Norton, Craig Wray, Josh Toner (vice-captain), Oliver Callcott, Michael Cooke and Mitch Allott. C32_3725

Tigers roar to premiership triumph

FOSTER secured one of the
more  courageous  premier-
ship victories in the history of
the MGFNL competition on the
weekend, defeating the more fa-
voured Fish Creek by 11 points.

The Kangaroos were chasing
some rare air on the weekend,
searching for their third Pre-
miership in succession.

The “threepeat” has only ever
been achieved on three prior oc-
casions in the history of the com-
petition, by Hazelwood in 51, 52
and 53, Yinnar in 69, 70 and 71
and Newborough in 88, 89 and

By Rob Popplestone

90, and for just a few minutes
of the league’s premier event,
it looked as though Fish Creek
could become the fourth.

The saying that you don’t poke
the Tiger was never more appro-
priate; this Foster team had been
hit hard by a long and demand-
ing season, some of its best per-
formers looking helplessly from
the sideline as their teammates
battled courageously to stop one
of the most respected football
teams in regional Australia.

Speculation was rife pre-game
that talented teenager Willem
Duursma might be rushed from
his duties with the Gippsland
Power in Melbourne to repre-
sent his hometown of Foster, a
rumour that was quashed mo-
ments before the first bounce.

The game started as every
Grand Final does, with intensity
and purpose, physicality and en-
thusiasm, but against the odds
the Tigers were more composed
as they snatched the first three
goals of the day on their way to
a quarter time lead of 17 points.

While acknowledging Foster’s
impressive play, Fish Creek
coach Jarrod Walker outlined
what his side could have done
better.

“We looked ok in the back half,
but we needed to be more com-
posed going into forward 50,
lower the eyes and really turn
it up on them:; I felt they played
at their maximum level, and we
just needed to really spread hard
from the back to set ourselves
up better,” he said.

The Kangaroos finally found
the goals through Jordy Shaw

office

6 REL'capitaI

Building Wealth, Preserving Legacies

| Monthly interest payments.
| Strong track record and proven performance.
| Transparency and choice of investments.

We offer individual investments in first mortgage loans
secured by real estate, providing:

* Rate current 1 Septemnber 2025. There is a risk that investors may achieve lower than expected returns. RELI Capital investments are not bank deposits, and investors
risk losing some or all of their money. Generally there is no right of early withdrawal prior to maturity of the investment term and there is a risk that redemption at maturity
may be delayed. Before deciding to invest consider RELI Capital’'s Product Disclosure Statement and Target Market Determination by visiting relicapital.com.au or our

Over 45 Years of
Investments in Real Estate Loans

Variable interest rates starting from:

Fixed term investment with
no entry, exit or ongoing fees.

03 5662 2529
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seven minutes into the second
quarter, before that same player
lashed out at his opposing de-
fender following a missed op-
portunity for his second, result-
ing in his send off, being yellow
carded.

The reigning premiers were
now under pressure on the score-
board and on the field, the frus-
tration teetering on panic, allow-
ing Foster’s Jake Best to get his
second goal of the game as the Ti-
gers took further advantage and a
halftime lead of 26 points.

Continued page 55
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