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WORK SMARTER 
ACHIEVING MORE OUTPUT 
McHale variable chamber balers 
and bale wrappers in stock.

Ready for 
immediate 

delivery
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V81505 Bass Highway, Grantville

5678 8433
www.alexscott.com.au

Architectural Masterpiece 

9 Deep Creek 
Street, 

Grantville
4 Bed, 2 Bath, 
2 Bay Garage

$895,000
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THE 27-year-old Hampton Park man 
who had drugs and alcohol in his sys-
tem when he killed Poowong teenager 
Noah Peacock in a car crash on the 
South Gippsland Highway at Jeetho on 
August 11, 2022, is set to be spared the 
harshest penalty such actions might in-
cur.

Instead of the much more serious 
charge of culpable driving causing 
death, with a maximum penalty in Vic-
toria of 20 years, Jayden Tyler Colverd 
pleaded guilty in the Melbourne County 
Court last Friday to the lesser but still 
serious charges of:

1. Dangerous driving causing death, 
which carries a maximum penalty of 10 
years imprisonment; and

2. Failing to render assistance, which 
also carries a maximum penalty of 10 
years imprisonment.

A key factor in the decision by the 
Director of Public Prosecutions not 
to pursue a culpable driving charge 
was that while the collision happened 
at about 4.20pm on Thursday, August 
11, it wasn’t until 7.07pm that night, 
in hospital in Melbourne, that a blood 
sample was finally taken for analysis.

By then Colverd’s blood alcohol con-
centration was 0.01 per 100ml, esti-
mated to have been between 0.037 and 
0.064 at the time of the collision, with 
9ng/mL of delta-9-tetrahydrocannab-
inol (also known as THC) also in his 
system, estimated to have been higher 
at the time of the crash by an expert wit-
ness, Dr Jason Schreiber of the Victo-
rian Institute of Forensic Medicine.

During his summary of the incident 
for the court last Friday, Prosecution 
Counsel Ben Kerlin said it was “due to 
his injuries” that Colverd wasn’t sub-
jected to a preliminary breath test at 
the scene.

This was despite the fact that he’d run 
away from the collision, down an em-
bankment, through blackberry bushes 
and out of sight and wasn’t located by 
police until 4.50pm, upwards of 20 
minutes later, walking along the shoul-
der of Jeetho Road.

Continued page 3

Heartbreak and 
justice of sorts for 

Noah Peacock

IT’S election time in the 
South Gippsland and Bass 
Coast shires with the Victorian 
Electoral Commission advising 
local residents to check their 
letterboxes this week for the ar-
rival of their ballot packs.

The council elections at both 
shires are being conducted 
on a purely postal basis with 
voting papers arriving from 
Monday, October 7 this week 
and needing to be back in the 
mail or delivered to the elec-
tion offices at Wonthaggi or 
Leongatha by 6pm on Friday, 

October 25.
While the pre-election pe-

riod has been largely un-
eventful, featuring respectful 
exchanges between voters 
and would-be councillors at 
several ‘Meet the Candidates’ 
events in both shires, an elev-
enth-hour bid by the Labor 
Party to direct its members 
how to vote in Bass Coast, 
while also influencing friends 
and neighbours to do like-
wise, has not gone down well.

The letter, under the sig-
nature of Tully Fletcher, the  

Secretary of the Bass/Wont-
haggi branch of the Labor Par-
ty, identifies which candidates 
not to vote for, while endors-
ing others.

“Encourage friends and 
neighbours to support our 
very own Cr Leticia Laing 
(Bunurong Ward), Labor-
aligned Inverloch local Caitlyn 
Robertson (Bunurong Ward), 
conservationist John Temby 
(Western Port Ward) and se-
rial Greens candidate Mat 
Morgan (Bunurong Ward),” 
the letter reads in part.

“Warn friends and neigh-
bours not to support former 
Liberal Cr Rochelle Halstead 
(Western Port Ward), for-
mer Liberal Meg Edwards 
(Bunurong Ward) and Alan 
Brown-backed Liberal proxy 
Prudence Scholtes (Bunurong 
Ward).”

The how-to-vote letter has 
raised the hackles of several 
candidates and also, mem-
bers of the community, in-
cluding Linda Marston Secre-
tary of Island Voice.

Continued page 3

Peter Sheers and Maria Vogt are playing a role in creating 
driver awareness of wildlife in Venus Bay after a spike in local 
wildlife killed on the roads. See page 33 for full story. A20_4124Action to cut wildlife loss

Party influence
not welcome
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Leongatha & Korumburra Only

www.michaelsiga.com.au

Specials available from Wed 9th to Tues 15th October 2024. While Stocks Last.
We reserve the right to correct printing errors. Images are for illustration purposes only.

Michael’s IGA Liquor supports the responsible service and consumption of alcohol.

Australian

AUSTRALIAN LAMB 
RACKS / CUTLETS

$1299kg

BAKED 
FRESH 
DAILY
In Store

DON KABANA

BANANAS

CHEESE & BACON ROLLS 
4 PACK

Australian
JAP PUMPKIN

$199kg

$999eaDON STRASBURG 
1KG

$2799kg

$249kg

GREAT
VALUE!

$850ea
BRUEMAR 
MARINATED PORK RANGE 
250G – 300G VARIETIES

AUSTRALIAN BEEF 
HAMBURGER MINCE

$1099kg

$850
New!

Strongbow Original Apple or
 Low Carb Apple Cider 
375ml Cans x 10 Pack

$1999ea

$299pack

  grab
a 10 pack!
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Did you know we sell
Recycled crushed concrete?
•  Crushed concrete – 

perfect for driveways
•  Crushed bricks, tiles and 

concrete – perfect for 
concrete base and 
pipe bedding

• Competitive rates
•  Available Monday-Friday 

8am-3.30pm 

Phone ahead 5672 2056
L1 Skip Lane, Wonthaggi

www.wheelawaste.com.au
HM10516

For a free estimate contact us
Phone: 5672 3773

www.wonthaggiremovals.com.au

Moving?
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Wonthaggi Removals
& Storage

$7495 *including premium
full upper denture

Call Us Now
(03) 5662 0012 5-7 Lyon Street,

Leongatha 3953

Visit Our Clinic

Special Offer

Our Services
Implant Supported Dentures
PremiumComplete Dentures
StandardComplete Dentures

Partial Dentures
Repairs/Relines

SportsMouth-guards

From page 1
It hasn’t been clearly established 

why Colverd ran, beyond his own 
claims after the crash that “he 
needed some air” and his defence 
counsel’s submission that his cli-
ent, a disqualified driver with pri-
ors for leaving the scene of an ac-
cident, had likely panicked.

Colverd was returned to the 
scene by police, subsequently 
placed on a stretcher and flown to 
the Royal Melbourne Hospital for 
treatment.

While defence counsel for 
Colverd, John Moore, said it 
wasn’t disputed that his client had 
consumed alcohol on the day of 
the offence, it was disputed that he 
had taken drugs on that day.

In order to prove the offender 
was driving ‘culpably’ prosecu-
tors would have had to establish 
beyond reasonable doubt that the 
offender was so affected by THC 
that he was incapable of properly 
controlling a motor vehicle.

While the prosecution and the 
defence agreed that the circum-
stances supported the charge of 
‘dangerous driving causing death’, 
the case lacked the evidence to 
support the more serious charge, 
that the collision was due to THC 
intoxication, as opposed to a de-
cision to engage in risk-taking be-
haviour.

The court adjourned, following 
the reading of victim impact state-
ments by Noah Peacock’s mother 
Michelle, his brother Jake, aunt 
Lisa Jenkin, a work colleague and 
a friend. Noah’s father Jason also 
submitted a victim’s statement to 
the court.

Judge Nola Karapanagiotidis 
will deliver her finding and hand 
down a sentence in the County 
Court of Victoria (Melbourne) on 
Wednesday, October 23 at 9.30am.

Colverd was remanded in custo-
dy, having already served 778 days 
of an expected future sentence.

Mother confronts  
son’s killer

A harrowing feature of last Fri-
day’s hearing, in the Melbourne 
County Court, was the reading of 
her victim’s impact statement, by 
Noah’s mother, Michelle Peacock, 
before Judge Karapanagiotidis, 
and in front of her family and 
friends, the accused man seated 
in the dock immediately behind 
the public gallery, and his family.

“To anyone who has lost a loved 
one to try and put it into words is 
heartbreaking, to relive the pain of 
going on without your loved one 

who has now gone forever is hor-
rific and the pain is like nothing 
else.

“It’s a constant ache that is al-
ways there, a broken heart is 
real and will never go away, how 
and why did this happen to us? It 
hurts to listen to the judicial pro-
cess and it makes me feel no one 
is placing a high enough impor-
tance on Noah and the fact he is 
gone. I feel empty and I can’t find 
words or possibly describe to any-
one the dull ache I live daily.

“I will always think of the night 
of August 11, 2022 as the night 
that changed my life forever. It 
hurts like it was yesterday to re-
member and relive the events of 
that evening and to relive, in order 
to write this statement, has been 
extremely hard and emotional.

“Remembering my life before 
that night and comparing it to 
my life today and going forward 
has especially been painful. One 
of my children, my world is miss-
ing, and my heart will forever be 
broken and my life and the lives 
of my family will never ever be the 
same again.

“All I ever wanted was to have 
children, to have them young 
enough so that I could enjoy them 
and grow old with them.”

Michelle went on to say that the 
birth of her oldest, Jake in 2000, 
was followed by Noah on Febru-
ary 25, 2003, and Bailey on Feb-
ruary 23, 2006, on either side of 
her own birthday on February 24 
– three cakes, three celebrations 
in-a-row, now gone forever.

“We clearly didn’t plan too well. 
It wasn’t until Noah and Bailey got 

older that we realised, Bailey will 
turn 18 and two days later Noah 
will turn 21, what a huge weekend 
that was going to be.”

A caring, compassionate, loyal 
and considerate boy, Michelle said 
Noah had the world at his feet at 
19 years of age, in his second year 
as an apprentice glazier, having 
just made his senior football debut 
for the Poowong Magpies and with 
an extremely close group of mates 
who did everything together.

Michelle recalled her last phone 
call from Noah, and the call she re-
ceived from a friend of Noah’s say-
ing there had been a terrible acci-
dent on the highway and knowing 
before she left home and arrived 
at the scene that her beautiful boy 
was gone.

The incident has affected ev-
erything from her own health, to 
anxiety levels when other family 
members are away and her place 
in the local community.

“I could write forever about our 
beautiful boy Noah, but nothing 
can do him justice or take away 
our life sentence of pain and loss.”

Summary of the incident
The incident occurred at about 

4.20pm on Thursday August 11, 
2022 when a vehicle driven by 
the offender failed to negotiate a 
left turn on the South Gippsland 
Highway at Jeetho, between Loch 
and Bena, and crossed onto the 
wrong side of the highway, hit-
ting with a vehicle being driven 
by Noah Peacock. The defendant 
was 25 years of age at the time 
and lived with his mother. He was 
unlicensed, having had his license 

cancelled and disqualified from 
driving on February 18, 2022 for 
a period of two years. The victim 
Noah Peacock was 19 years old 
at the time of the collision. The 
South Gippsland Highway, at the 
location is a two-way, single-lane 
rural road separated by double 
white lines. Both sides of the road 
are grassed, the road was wet, but 
the sun was out and visibility was 
good. The road was in good condi-
tion.

Noah was driving a silver 2005 
Ford Falcon sedan, travelling in a 
northwest redirection, a talented 
Junior footballer, he was on his 
way to football training. He was 
driving on the correct side of road. 
The defendant was driving a 2004 
Falcon station wagon in a south-
easterly direction, the car regis-
tered in his mother’s name.

A witness to the incident, El-
eanor Biro, was also driving in a 
south-easterly direction at about 
4.20pm, just past the town of 
Loch, at 100km/h, when her car 
approached an overtaking lane at 
a rise in the road. She looked in 
her rear-vision mirror and saw 
the offender’s car approaching 
her quickly from behind. The car 
was travelling much faster than 
she was. She explained it as going 
“like a rocket”, causing her to slow 
her speed and pull over but con-
cerned by how fast the offender 
was travelling because they were 
both approaching the overtaking 
lane. The offender overtook her 
closely by the overtaking lane and 
was gone in a flash.

She indicated she believed it was 
going too fast for the road condi-
tions. Ms Biro continued driving 
and followed the road around a 
left bend, lost sight of the car for 
a brief moment and then came 
upon the accident scene.

The white station wagon driven 
by the defendant had crossed over 
double lines and hit the silver car 
being driven by Noah head-on. 
The station wagon had come to 
rest on the opposite side of the 
road and was blocking traffic trav-
elling in both directions. The silver 
car had been pushed by the force 
to the side and was fully alight by 
the time Ms Biro and other wit-
nesses stopped at the scene.

In the summary read for the 
court, the defendant exited his 
car and ran from the scene. It was 
also suggested that the man’s dog 
had jumped into his lap, distract-
ing him just before the collision, 
although this was not used by the 
defence as mitigation for the crash.

Noah Peacock has been remembered as a caring, 
compassionate, loyal and considerate son, brother and friend, 
a talented sportsman and emerging tradesman with the world 
at his feet.

Heartbreak and justice of 
sorts for Noah Peacock From page 1

“We’ve just become aware that 
the State Labor Party is trying to 
influence who will be elected in 
Bass Coast Shire. The party has 
emailed its members telling them 
not to vote for (as described in 
the email) Rochelle Halstead, Meg 
Edwards and Pru Scholtes,” said 
Ms Marston in a letter to the edi-
tor this week.

“Now, we have no issue with 
anyone belonging to a political 
party and voting accordingly at 
State and Federal elections. Af-
ter all, that’s what democracy is 
about, but for a political party 
to try to take over local govern-
ment and influence the decisions 
Councillors make, is completely 
inappropriate. Local government 
should deal with local issues,” 
she said.

“Councillors are the commu-
nity’s elected representatives, 
whose sole responsibility is lis-
tening to their constituents and 
achieving the outcomes the com-
munity wants, not obeying their 
masters in Spring Street who 
have no idea what local people 
want or need.”

Skirmishes about misinfor-
mation, published online and in 
printed election material, have 
also broken out in both shires 
but generally, it has been about 
the issues when candidates and 
electors have met face-to-face.

At a candidates’ event in Inver-
loch last Sunday, the question 
of what to do about the town’s 
beach erosion problem was the 
hot topic, but poor town planning 
outcomes, lack of transparency, 
council’s focus on ideology rather 
than local projects and services, 
money wasted on the Cowes cul-
tural centre, local public trans-
port, aged care, childcare and 
even the prospect of a nuclear 
plant alongside the desalination 
plant in Wonthaggi were others 
raised.

At forums in South Gippsland, 
concern was raised about the lo-
cation of renewable energy infra-
structure, better communication 
between the council and ratepay-
ers, the plight of the Korumburra 
senior citizens, the lack of prog-
ress on the Korumburra railway 
station site and the lack of facili-
ties for the expanding town of Ny-
ora were among those canvassed.

Elections are being held in each 
of the three wards in Bass Coast 
and South Gippsland. Check the 
VEC website to see if you are en-
rolled to vote or you can also visit 
the VEC office in the Old Post 
Office building in Wonthaggi or 
the former Carino’s building in 
Smith Street Leongatha.

Party influence
not welcome
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6 Day 
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GIPPSLAND
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Clear Aligners
Straighten your teeth

From $4000 *

32 - 34 Bair Street Leongatha 03 5662 5000 www.sgdental.com.au

**Conditions apply. Treatment is specified on a case by case basis and may not be recommended for everyone

Loch
market

This Sunday, 
October 13

8am-1pm

      Lions Club of Strzelecki

Contact Noel
0447 398 822

at the Loch Railway siding

First market for the season.
Something for everyone.
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IN BRIEF
All things health  
and safety

STAYING safe on the tools 
and tips on how to create a 
mentally safer work site are on 
the agenda when WorkSafe’s 
tradies breakfast in Warragul 
for Health and Safety Month. 

WorkSafe will be at Dahlsens 
Warragul on Thursday, Oc-
tober 10 as part of its tour 
around the state promoting 
safe and healthy workplaces. 

In the 2023-24 financial year, 
there were 248 injury claims 
accepted by WorkSafe in the 
South Gippsland area, includ-
ing 37 mental injury claims, 
and one workplace fatality.

The top claims by industry 
were: Health Care and Social 
Assistance (55), Construction 
(40) and Manufacturing (28).

For more information or 
to register visit worksafe.
vic.gov.au/events/hs-month-
2024-warragul-trade-break-
fast.

Wilsons Promontory  
bush walk

THE NINETIETH anniver-
sary of club bushwalking in 
Victoria will be celebrated 
at Wilsons Promontory this 
weekend when three hundred 
and thirty bushwalkers take 
part in a program of walks 
and talks at Tidal River.

Sixty affiliated bushwalk-
ing clubs will join the Bay-
side Bushwalking Club and 
Parks Victoria for two days of 
friendly walking from October 
11 to 13 through the Wilsons 
Promontory National Park.

Twenty different walks have 
been chosen, graded from 
easy to difficult.

Walkers will be welcomed by 
Robyn Shingles from Bush-
walking Victoria the peak 
body for bushwalkers and 
bushwalking clubs in Victoria 
since 1934.

Professor David Lindenmay-
er from the Australian Nation-
al University in Canberra will 
be the guest speaker.

An advocate for expanding 

national parks, Professor Lin-
denmayer will highlight the 
importance of good ecological 
and economic management of 
national parks.

Parks Victoria’s Chief Rang-
er for Wilsons Promontory, 
Brett Mitchell will provide an 
update on walking tracks in 
the park, maintenance sched-
ules and progress on the 
predator exclusion fence.

Sixty walks will be conducted 
across Victoria in November. 

Bushwalking Victoria recom-
mends joining a bushwalking 
club to celebrate bushwalking 
within our community and to 
share our national parks with 
other Victorians. 

‘Try Bushwalking Month’ 
will be launched by Richelle 
Olsen, Executive Officer of 
Bushwalking Victoria. For 
more information go to bush-
walkingvictoria.org.au

 It’s a question of 
transparency

LAST week we put three 
questions to the Bass Coast 
Shire Council, as follows:

• Question: When will the 
Bass Coast Shire Council fi-
nally open these fast-charg-
ing EV stations in the Cowes 
Transit Centre after months 
sitting idle following their con-
struction? (Photo October 2, 
2024). It opened the next day.

• Response: “Evie Networks 
have confirmed the sites are 
now operational.”

• Question: When will the 
shire acknowledge that no 
one uses their ‘Olive Justice 
Place’ park in Cowes and re-
store it to parking or some 
other use?

• Response: “Olive Justice 
Place in Cowes holds signifi-
cant local history, reflecting 
Olive’s vision for the space as 
a peaceful garden for rest and 
reflection. Council currently 
has no plans to revert the site 
to a carpark, with long-term 
plans identified in the Cowes 
Streetscape Masterplan that 
celebrate Olive’s legacy while 
addressing parking needs in 

other locations throughout 
the Cowes activity area.”

• Question: When will the 
Bass Coast Shire Council 
carry out a review of the op-
eration, policies and charges 
at its $32 million Berninneit 
centre in Cowes, one year on 
from its opening? While the 
rest of the Cowes’ main street 
was busy with a school-holi-
day crowd on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 2, there was no sign of 
such vibrancy outside the $32 
million Berninnieit centre.

• Response: No response.
Send you council questions 

to the Sentinel-Times email 
address news@sgst.com.au 
if you aren’t getting an an-
swer and we’ll publicise the 
issue for you.

Delburn wind farm 
community grants 

DELBURN wind farm is 
again inviting applications for 
community pre-development 
grants for not-for-profit groups 
located around the wind farm 
site in the Strzelecki Ranges.

Applications open on Mon-
day, October 14 to help local 
groups make a difference.

Ten thousand dollars is avail-
able to be shared across local 
projects and initiatives that 
strengthen and enhance com-
munities. 

Executive Director Develop-
ment of OSMI Australia Peter 
Marriott says Delburn wind 
farm has awarded forty thou-
sand dollars in pre-develop-
ment Grants since 2020.

The grants help boost local 
connections, health and the en-
vironment. 

“The Delburn Wind Farm 
Pre-Development Grants are 
one way of showing support 
for our neighbours and to help 
community groups achieve 
their goals,” said Mr Marriott. 

Applications will be viewed 
favourably if they build sus-
tainable communities, enhance 
community safety, health and 
wellbeing, support community 
education and enhance the nat-
ural environment. 

Applications for the pre-
Development grants close on 
Sunday, November 24 and suc-
cessful applicants will be an-
nounced in December.

Guidelines and application 
forms are available at delburn-
windfarm.au/community-bene-
fitsscheme 

Questions regarding applica-
tions can be directed to 1800 
676 428 or emailed to contac-
tus@delburnwindfarm.com.au

Do you have any 
information relating to 
car thefts?

BASS Coast Crime Investiga-
tion Unit have recovered one 
stolen vehicle and are investi-
gating a second stolen vehicle, 
which is yet to be recovered 
after two aggravated burglaries 
overnight between September 
31 – October 1.

It’s unknown whether the ag-
gravated burglaries are linked 
and the number of offenders is 
unknown, however, police are 
appealing to witnesses and resi-
dents in Korumburra and Le-
ongatha with CCTV and dash-
cam footage.

The first vehicle a 2019 white 
Toyota Corolla stolen during a 
home invasion in Leongatha 
was recovered burnt out on the 
rail trail at 4am on October 1.

The second vehicle a white 
Hyundai i30, stolen during an 
aggravated burglary in Korum-
burra, was recovered on Octo-
ber 2 in Korumburra.

Anyone with information, in-
cluding CCTV or dash cam foot-
age are urged to contact Bass 
Coast Crime Investigation Team 
on 5671 4100 or submit a re-
port online at Crimestoppers.

There are also reports of a 
series of criminal damage in-
cidents in Korumburra and 
Leongatha with broken vehicle 
windows and other vehicle 
damage.

Police are reminding the com-
munity to keep their cars and 
house locked, with keys away 
from entranceways; and to un-
dertake the #9pm routine – 
lock up, bring in and turn on.
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Authorised by Russell Broadbent MP, Independent Federal Member for Monash, Warragul
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(03) 5623 2064
46C Albert St Warragul VIC 3820
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Authorised by Nathan Hersey. Po Box 51, Loch, Vic 3945 

Strzelecki Ward 
South Gippsland Shire Council 

NATHAN HERSEY
VOTE 1

  Hope
  Drive
  Authenticity
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WHETHER or not the council 
should advocate for the building 
of a rock wall on the surf beach at 
Inverloch, to save the surf lifesav-
ing club and at-risk homes along 
Surf Parade, is potentially the 
most divisive issue for Inverloch 
residents in the upcoming Bass 
Coast Shire Council election.

And it was the key question 
put to six of the nine Bunurong 
candidates who turned out at a 
Meet the Candidates’ event in the 
town’s football club rooms on 
Sunday night.

For those who believe a rock 
wall will destroy the beach and 
are prepared to put their faith in 
dune renourishment and recon-
struction work alone, there’ll be 
no shortage of choices when the 
ballot packs start to arrive in the 
post from Monday, October 7.

With varying degrees of commit-
ment, five candidates including 
Leticia Laing, Mat Morgan, Pru 
Scholtes, Brett Tessari and Brian 
Robinson all said ‘no’ to a rock 
wall. Meg Edwards was the only 
one of the six to give an emphatic 
‘yes’ with the caveat being that the 
construction of a rock wall need 
only be temporary, saving the 
surf club and protecting houses, 
until a more permanent solution 
can be found.

“Just a yes or no to ‘hard’ engi-
neering please, that means rocks 
to protect what we have until we 
see what is needed?” asked lo-
cal resident Paul Cross, querying 
whether they would be prepared 
to support a motion to council 
along those lines.

They all had their say:
Leticia Laing: As soon as you 

put rocks there you will lose your 
beach, and protecting the beach 
has been the priority of the com-
munity, it’s the backbone of the 
economy. You’ve seen what’s hap-
pened on either end of the wall on 
Bunurong Road.

Mat Morgan: Popularism and a 
rock wall is not going to save In-
verloch but the Cape-to-Cape plan 
doesn’t say we aren’t going to get 
hard engineering, which could 
include groynes to limit the move-
ment of sand. But a rock wall, no.

Pru Scholtes: No, I want to listen 
to the experts. I’m not an engineer 
and we’ve got to hear from the 
experts on the best solution long 
term. We need to get this right.

Brian Robinson: We need a 
permanent solution. There are 

a lot of meetings going on at the 
moment, but putting a motion 
to council is not going to make a 
difference. So, probably no. We 
need solutions that are going to 
preserve the beach as it is.”

Brett Tessari: I haven’t heard the 
motion or how it will be funded 
but no, it’s just a cheap grab for 
votes. The bags don’t look great, 
but they’ve done their job so far. 
We need a permanent solution.”

Only Meg Edwards came out 
strongly in favour of a rock wall.

Meg Edwards: The rocks don’t 
need to be permanent, but they 
could be put in place while a per-
manent solution is sought. Rocks 
would save the surf club and Surf 
Parade while we see what’s needed 
permanently, and that could be 
combined with the shared pathway.

The event had something of a 
shaky start, but, after that issue 
was dealt with, moderator Kim 
White, a local resident and mem-
ber of the Inverloch Surf Lifesav-
ing Club, set the scene with a few 
comments of his own and an 
information video about propor-
tional voting and the importance 
of getting your preferences right 
for who will best serve the inter-
ests of the Inverloch community 
on the council.

“This is not a popularity con-
test. We want to sort out the 
people who can best represent 
the interests of Inverloch and be 
true in representing what we as a 
community want and be vigorous 
in doing so,” said Mr White.

Having introduced six of the 
nine Bunurong candidates pres-
ent, Mr White said the three that 
would not be attending had all 
extended their apologies includ-
ing Les Larke (no reason given),  

Caitlyn Robertson (child’s illness) 
and Eddie Halaijian (family holi-
day). Candidates were then given 
a two-minute opening address.

• Leticia Laing acknowledged 
the traditional owners and sev-
eral challenges in the brief time 
available including the need to 
review the activity centre plan, 
revitalise the streetscape and get 
action on coastal erosion.

• Mat Morgan acknowledged 
the traditional owners of the 
‘stolen Bunurong country’ while 
also raising accessibility for aged 
residents as a key problem, and 
proper town planning which pro-
vided affordable housing, green 
spaces, dog parks and other 
needed amenities.

• Meg Edwards said council 
had spent double its budget on 
a building in Cowes, declared 
a position on the federal refer-
endum, deemed art should be 
bought on the basis of gender, 
put council’s time and money 
into the establishment of an ex-
ternal ‘Environment Fund’ and 
penalised the tourism sector with 
a tax on short-term rentals while 
neglecting Inverloch and tak-
ing action on the old Wonthaggi 
High School site. She said the 
urgent issue was beach erosion 
and her first order of business, if 
elected as a councillor, would be 
to move a motion to immediately 
protect what we have. Resolving 
the shared pathway impasse and 
providing a hydro spa pool in 
Wonthaggi for the aged and dis-
abled were other priorities.

• Pru Scholtes said she moved 
to Inverloch a few years ago to 
look after her grandchild but 
three years on, there were still 
no places available. She bought 

a house in Wonthaggi only to be-
come embroiled in the Environ-
mental Audit Overlay fiasco, not-
ing that she didn’t receive a single 
response from councillors.

• Brian Robinson was critical of 
the present council for pursuing its 
own agenda rather than address-
ing the basic needs of the commu-
nity something he was determined 
to set right if he was given the op-
portunity to represent the commu-
nity. Addressing the erosion prob-
lem was a first-order task.

• Brett Tessari said he was 
proud of what the council had 
achieved in the past four years, 
noting that Phillip Island needed 
some attention, and they’d got it 
with the cultural centre and other 
projects. It was now Inverloch 
and Wonthaggi’s turn, he said.

More than a dozen questions 
were put to council on issues 
including service to the aged, 
whether council should have 
backed a ‘Yes’ vote at the referen-
dum, whether or not candidates 
back Bass Coast’s controversial 
‘Unlocking Rural Tourism Strat-
egy’ and how the council could at-
tract more events for Inverloch to 
even out visitor peaks.

Others asked whether Wont-
haggi’s desalination plant would 
attract a nuclear project, why 
Cowes attracted more council 
investment than Inverloch, why 
Inverloch couldn’t be protected 
from high-rise residential devel-
opments and the loss of native 
vegetation. One local resident 
wanted to get away from roads, 
rates, rubbish, reactors and 
rocks as topics of discussion and 
asked how council planned to 
demonstrate its support for the 
local LGBTIQA+ community.

Five nos and one 
yes to a rock wall THE Allan Labor Government is 

brightening the lives of Victorians 
living in Public Sector Residen-
tial Aged Care Services (PSRACS) 
– with $1.68 million in grants 
funded to improve or construct 
kitchen gardens.

More than 70 aged care services 
have received funding through the 
second round of the Public Sector 
Residential Aged Care Services 
(PSRACS) and Community Kitch-
en Garden Initiative.

Koo Wee Rup Regional Health 
Service received $27,000 to repair 
old planters and expand the num-
ber of raised beds at Killara Hos-
tel. It means even more opportu-
nities for residents to get involved 
in gardening, adding; pots, quality 
soil, and new plants to enrich the 
variety of produce they grow.

Bass Coast Health Kirrak House 
and Griffiths Point Lodge received 
$5000 each to install shade so 
residents can further enjoy gar-
dening, relaxing and participat-
ing in communal events in a solar 
protected space. Opportunities 
also open up for new activities, 
like outdoor art classes, garden-
ing workshops, even informal 
gatherings where residents can 
share stories and experiences.

“Gardening brings so many 
health and social benefits, and 
these grants are helping older 
members of our community to 
stay active, and connected with 
each other, doing the activities 
they love and enjoy whilst get-
ting the care support they need,” 
Member for Bass, Jordan Crug-
nale said.

The grants program was estab-
lished in 2021 following a recom-
mendation from the Royal Com-
mission into Aged

Care Quality and Safety, that 
called for aged care services to 
place a greater emphasis on im-
proving community engagement, 
reducing social isolation, and en-
hancing resident wellbeing.

The goals and design of the gar-
dens are decided by the residents 
of the aged care service giving them 
the autonomy to prepare and en-
joy the food they have grown, with 
the social aspect of maintaining 
these gardens also playing an im-
portant role in strengthening the 
connections of residents.

The Allan Labor Government 
is Australia’s largest provider of 
public aged care, investing more 
than $700 million since 2016 to 
deliver new and upgraded facili-
ties across the state, including 
more than $160 million in the 
Victorian Budget 2023/24 to im-
prove aged care facilities in re-
gional Victoria.

Kitchen gardens 
to help older 

Victorians bloom

The Bunurong candidates including Brian Robinson, Pru Scholtes, Meg Edwards, Mat Morgan, 
Leticia Laing and (not pictured) Brett Tessari were asked a range questions at a meet the 
candidates event in Inverloch.
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FARMERS in the Western 
Port Ward of Bass Coast Shire 
hammered candidates at a 
local government election fo-
rum at Grantville on the ris-
ing cost of planning permits.

With every seat taken at the 
Grantville Community Hall, 
lightning flashing over West-
ern Port Bay and heavy rain 
drumming on the roof speak-
ers struggled to be heard.

“Planning permits are re-
quired for everything,” said 
one audience member.

Bass Coast is one of only 
four shires in Victoria to have 
exceptional permit restric-
tions the meeting was told. 

“The cost of planning per-
mits is very expensive,” the 
audience member continued. 

“We want a commitment to 
lower costs for poor farmers.” 

Four candidates attended 
the forum, retired accoun-
tant Brian O’Farrell, beef 
farmer, teacher and social 
worker Nikole Schellekens, 
third generation Korum-
burra-born teacher and so-
cial worker Glenda Minty, 

and community leader- 
consultant Jon Temby with an 
apology and prepared state-
ment from Jan Thompson.

Brian O’Farrell told the au-
dience cutting permit costs 
for farmers would come at a 
price.

“If you drop the cost to farm-
ers, you increase the cost to 
other parts of the community.”

John Temby criticised in-
convenient public transport 
timetables between Grantville 
and Wonthaggi, inaction over 
the former Wonthaggi High 
School site, which he believes 
would make a good library 
space or business incuba-
tor, and poor access for local 
residents to the main high-
way at San Remo during peak  

periods.
“You can’t get onto the high-

way,” said John Temby.
The ongoing cost of running 

the Berninneit cultural centre 
in Cowes was raised as a bur-
den on local ratepayers.

Volunteerism was also raised 
as a matter of concern with 
candidates called on to pro-
vide support and encourage-
ment for volunteers.

“Volunteerism is on the de-
cline.” 

“It’s an insurance problem.”
“Younger people are busy.”
Sitting in the audience was 

retiring Western Port coun-
cillor and Bass Coast Mayor 
Clare Le Serve who was com-
mended several times during 
the meeting for her work sup-
porting farmers and members 
of the local community.

“Farmers now have a differ-
ential rate, and we can thank 
Clare.”

“We need to make it easy to 
engage with Council,” said Bri-
an O’Farrell.“Be seen and talk 
to people who want to talk to 
you.”

Western Port famers call for permit relief

Grantville CFA asked candidates to commit to attending 
fundraising events. B39_4124

BESIEGED by special interest groups one 
candidate for Bass Coast Shire Council has 
drawn the line on local issues.

‘Free Palestine’ is one issue Island Ward 
candidate Darrell Silva says is clearly a for-
eign policy issue for the Federal Government.

Mr Silva wonders how major political par-
ties influence local council agendas.

“I am aware it is not just lobby groups but 
political parties that instruct their members 
how to vote,” said Darrell Silva.

“This is done with direct communication to 
members, and as a result council becomes 
divided and ends up focusing on state and 
federal issues rather than the needs of the 
local community.”

Mr Silva says many letters he has received 
are clearly foreign policy issues.

“They are from single-issue lobby groups.
“The Local Government Act describes the 

roles and powers of a council and includes 
items around community consultation in the 
best interests of the community,” said Mr 
Silva.

If elected to council Darrell Silva under-
takes to prioritise local issues. 

“How transparent are candidates about 
their allegiance to particular groups,” asked 
Mr Silva.

“Foreign policy sits with the Federal Gov-
ernment. Climate change is a State and Fed-
eral issue although council should be mind-
ful of the risks of climate change.”

Mr Silva says he has declined to respond to 
these groups but if you don’t respond you get 
a follow-up email.

“If it was a local issue I would respond,” 
said Mr Silva.

“I’m impartial on a lot of topics.”
Representing ratepayers and the commu-

nity rather than special interest groups re-
mains Mr Silva’s first priority.

THE Phillip Island Commu-
nity and Learning (PICAL), 
which has delivered a range 
of community programs since 
its establishment in 1980, has 
declared itself “technically in-
solvent” as a result of under-
paying staff hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars.

According to a statement 
by PICAL President Graeme 
Turner the “historic debt origi-
nated over 10 years ago due 
to the incorrect classification 
of certain roles, which led to 
some individuals being paid 
on an incorrect pay scale”.

Presumably, however, the 
scale of the debt, variously re-
ported at between $250,000 
and $500,000 only came to 
light recently with PICAL only 
moving into new offices pro-
vided by the Bass Coast Shire 
Council in January 2023.

PICAL has declared that “all 
existing services will continue 
to support our community” 
including the PICAL Pantry 
which supplies up to 300 
meals weekly and the Com-
munity Garden in Settlement 
Road.

Mr Turner issued the follow-
ing statement on Friday, Octo-
ber 4, 2024:

“It is with profound regret 
that the Committee of Manage-
ment of Phillip Island Commu-
nity and Learning Inc (PICAL) 

announces its current finan-
cial position. Unfortunately, 
estimated historic debts far ex-
ceed PICAL’s financial reserves 
or its ability to raise the neces-
sary funds within a reasonable 
timeframe, rendering PICAL 
technically insolvent.

“We are fully aware of the im-
pact this will have on PICAL’s 
dedicated staff, clients, vol-
unteers, and the many com-
munity members who rely 
on our services. PICAL, as an 
Incorporated Association, is 
required to call a Special Gen-
eral Meeting to move a motion 
to wind up the organisation 
on 14th November 2024.

“During this time, the Com-
mittee of Management will 
work diligently with PICAL’s 
funding agencies (DFFH and 
Services Australia), Neigh-
bourhood Houses Gippsland, 
Jordan Crugnale MP State 
Member for Bass and the 
Bass Coast Shire Council to 
explore every avenue to pre-
serve as many of PICAL’s vital 
services as possible for our 
community.

“PICAL would like to em-
phasise it is both illegal and 
against the responsibilities of 
the Committee of Management 
to continue trading when we 
cannot meet, or demonstrate 
the ability to meet, our debts. 
Despite our best efforts to  

resolve this historic issue, we 
are compelled by law to make 
this incredibly difficult deci-
sion.

“This historic debt originated 
over 10 years ago due to the 
incorrect classification of cer-
tain roles, which led to some 
individuals being paid on an 
incorrect pay scale. At the time, 
Enterprise Agreements were 
quite generic and open to inter-
pretation, which contributed to 
the error that persisted, unde-
tected, over the years.

“This has led to a significant 
debt that PICAL is unable to 
pay. It is important to note that 
this was an administrative in-
accuracy and not the result of 
management, misappropria-
tion or fraudulent behaviour 
by anyone involved with PICAL. 
While there are no current de-
mands for payment, these his-
toric debts are so significant 
that they far exceed PICAL’s fi-
nancial reserves or capacity to 
repay, thus making PICAL tech-
nically insolvent.

“After careful consideration 
and comprehensive legal and 
financial consultations, the 
Committee of Management has 
concluded that the only respon-
sible course of action will be to 
make the decision to wind up. 
This will result in PICAL ceas-
ing to exist as a legal entity if 
the resolution on November  14 

to wind up is approved.
“Notice of a Special Gen-

eral Meeting for Phillip Island 
Community and Learning Inc 
will be issued to members on 
4th October. This meeting will 
also provide an opportunity to 
discuss this issue, possible op-
tions and any resolutions that 
need to be tabled.

“While this is a challenging 
time for PICAL, all existing ser-
vices will continue to support 
our community as they have 
done in the past for now and 
for as long as we are permit-
ted, with a focus of supporting 
continuity moving forward. We 
will provide more information 
to all concerned as soon as we 
are able. Graeme Turner Presi-
dent PICAL Commitee of Man-
agement.”

The Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil’s CEO Greg Box also issued 
a statement on Friday to the af-
fect that it had been notified of 
the situation, and that “finding 
a solution to this issue is a pri-
ority for Council”.

The community-based organ-
isation, which lists the Bass 
Coast Shire Council as a major 
donor, has Bass Coast Shire 
Councillor and a candidate in 
the upcoming Island Ward elec-
tion, David Rooks as its Centre 
Manager.

He was appointed as the cen-
tre manager in July 2023.

‘Historic debt’ crushes PICAL learning centre

IF YOU are in the practice of putting 
equipment batteries on the charge after 
using your drill, battery-powered lawn 
mower, leaf blower or whipper snipper 
and leaving them unattended for hours 
– don’t. According to the Grampian Bou-
levard residents, a house in their Cowes’ 
neighbourhood, all but destroyed by fire 
last week, was likely the result of unat-
tended batteries in the garage.

“We were the first on the scene,” said a 
nearby neighbour.

“We saw the batteries on the bench on 
fire,” he said.

By that time the garage was fully alight, 
and their attention turned to the occu-
pants of the house.

A man and a woman were at home at 
the time the fire started and while the 
woman escaped without injury, the man 
was affected by smoke inhalation and 
burns after returning inside several times 
to retrieve items and also to look for the 
couple’s two dogs.

The dogs were safe out the back while 
the male occupant received treatment for 
burns. Moral of the story? Lithium-ion 
batteries used in a range of equipment can 
overheat and start fires.

Candidate  
keeping it local

Lawn mower battery to 
blame for fire, they say
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BASS Coast Shire Council can-
didate Mat Morgan has hit back at 
comments which he described as be-
ing made by ‘conservative keyboard 
warriors’.

In a social media post, Mr Mor-
gan poked fun at ‘mean comments’ 
including calls for him to be ‘dozed 
into landfill’ and a suggestion that 
he ‘lives at home with his mum’, to 
which he responded with “I would 
stay with my mum but the ground-
skeeper at the cemetery said there’s 
no camping”, making light of his 
mother’s passing.

“I’m not going to allow angry, 
conservative keyboard warriors to 
abuse and spread misinformation 
about me. I can and will correct 
them and make sure everyone has 
a good laugh while we’re at it,” Mr 
Morgan told the Sentinel-Times.

“The man claiming that I live with 
my mother is fully aware that my 
mum is dead. It’s just beyond the 
pale.

“I’m running a positive campaign, 
knocking on thousands of doors 
to speak directly with community 
members, and I’m being portrayed 
as a child who doesn’t know what 
I’m doing.”

Mr Morgan has worked as an ad-
viser to the ACT Minister for Home-
lessness and Housing Services, Se-
niors and Mental Health.

He is the youngest candidate run-
ning for Bass Coast Shire Council.

“I know how government works, I 
know how to get things done, and I 
know my way around a budget.”

Voting ballots for local government 
elections are arriving in mailboxes 
this week.

Voters have until October 25 to re-
turn their ballots.

Candidate hits 
back at ‘abusive 

comments’
Newhaven Jetty closed 
permanently, Bath says

THE SHOCK closure of the 
Newhaven Jetty has now been 
classified as permanent which 
has been slammed by locals.

Documents requested under 
Freedom of Information (FOI) 
by Shadow Parliamentary Sec-
retary for Public Land Use and 
Nationals’ MP Melina Bath, 
have revealed the popular fish-
ing jetty will not be re-opened.

Ms Bath said Bass Coast 
residents should be outraged 
by the FOI documents which 
have exposed the State Govern-
ment’s appalling decision to do 
nothing when the jetty could 
have been kept open.

The documents show the jet-
ty’s closure was labelled not ne-
gotiable after the Government 
failed to fund and perform cor-
rective and preventative main-
tenance, after the southern 
arm of the Newhaven jetty was 
closed six years earlier.

“Labor’s refusal to divulge 
specifics of the engineering as-
sessment that led to the jetty’s 
closure is clearly a strategy to 
avoid scrutiny,” said Ms Bath.

“Public communications ap-
proved at the time were more 
about managing political fallout 
and not about creating a path-
way to reopening the jetty.”

The Nationals’ MP said dete-
riorating decking had become a 
tripping hazard on the northern 
arm and a small area on the ap-
proach, both easily repairable.

Ben Dennis from Saltwater 
Phillip Island restaurant said 

the jetty was incredibly im-
portant to their 20-year lease, 
which they invested in after it 
was sold to them as the ‘Ne-
whaven Jetty Shed’.

“I personally feel the govern-
ment have let us down and mis-
led us, with no support at all,” 
he said.

“This is one of the most heav-
ily utilised assets in the region 
for locals and tourists, which 
could be put back into opera-
tion for minimal costs.”

Fishing Nanna, Amanda Kei-
lar, highlighted the community 
felt ‘abandoned, disappointed 
and let down’.

“The whole time we were out 
collecting signatures on our pe-
tition to the government to have 
the jetty repaired and reopened 
it had already been classified as 

permanently closed and not ne-
gotiable. That information was 
hidden from us by the State 
Government even after letters 
had been written, why couldn’t 
they have just been upfront 
with us?” she said.

“We also feel angry that the FOI 
questions revealed the jetty was 
repairable! It was deemed a trip-
ping hazard due to deterioration 
of the decking and cross beams. It 
could have been fixed to serve the 
community for another 10 years 
before it needed full replacing.”

Ms Bath said contrary to 
Parks Victoria’s objective to re-
pair the jetty, ‘Labor’s focus was 
on cost-cutting and closure”.

“Three options were put for-
ward by Parks Victoria,” ac-
cording to Ms Bath.

The first option was to do 

nothing.
The second option, accord-

ing to Ms Bath, was corrective 
maintenance to replace failed 
beams and decking boards, and 
the third option was preventa-
tive maintenance which would 
have seen a temporary or partial 
closure of the jetty while it was 
upgraded over 18 months.

“It is clear from the FOI docu-
ments that maintenance would 
have allowed the jetty to remain 
open for a further ten years be-
fore being replaced,” claimed 
Ms Bath.

“Labor did nothing and has 
turned its back on the Bass 
Coast community.”

“The local community has for 
over one hundred years valued 
the Newhaven jetty as an impor-
tant accessible land-based rec-
reational fishing platform.

“It must be repaired and re-
opened.

“Too often regional Victorians 
are having their public assets 
neglected and closed due to the 
State Government’s inner-city 
big build that’s been shrouded 
in corruption, financial mis-
management and waste.”

Contacted for comment local 
MP, Jordan Crugnale, said: “We 
understand that Newhaven Jet-
ty plays an important role in the 
local community for recreation, 
including fishing and walking. 

“The jetty will continue to be 
prioritised under the Sustain-
able Local Ports Framework for 
future investment.”

Ben Dennis from Saltwater, Fishing Nanna Amanda Keilar 
and Melina Bath MP fight to re-open Newhaven jetty.
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REPAIR works on the Mirboo North 
Pool have commenced to address 
damage sustained during the Febru-
ary 2024 storm event.

Damage  to the much-loved commu-
nity asset was significant, particularly 
to the plant room which contains the 
heat pumps, and dosing and filtration 
systems. These items are critical to 
the safe functioning of the pool and 
require specialist parts. Without this 
equipment operational, water quality 
and public safety cannot be assured.

Repairs are also required to the 
change rooms, splash park, plant 
shed, fencing, shelters, pavilion build-
ing and equipment.

Due to complexities with the equip-
ment and securing safe access to the 
plant room, the insurance assess-
ment proved difficult and took lon-
ger to complete than originally an-
ticipated. The completed assessment 
revealed that there is approximately 
$1.2 million worth of damage at the 
pool, which will be progressively re-
paired over the coming months.

The repairs will be fully covered under 
Council’s insurance policy, and the in-
surer has engaged a specialist contrac-
tor to complete the works. The contrac-
tor has been advised of the importance 
of the pool to the local community and 
will work to progress repairs as quickly 
as possible, however, external factors – 
such as weather and attaining the nec-
essary parts – can impact timelines.

Council remains hopeful that the 
pool repairs will be completed prior 
to the end of the summer season, but 
is unable to commit to an exact time-
frame at this stage. Once repaired, the 
pool will remain open until the end of 
March.

Repairs underway for 
Mirboo North pool

STRZELECKI Ward of the South 
Gippsland Shire, Nathan Hersey, has 
posted on social media that several 
of his election signs, and those of his 
colleague Jenni Keerie, erected on 
his own farm fence line, have been 
removed in recent days.

With only five candidates in the run-
ning for three seats in Strzelecki, no 
one is suggesting that it was one of 
the other three who removed those 
signs but for whatever reason, the 
signs have gone.

“While it will be clear where my sup-
port lies, I am still a firm believer in 
the democratic process and equal op-
portunity in elections; and that peo-
ple who put their hands up to serve 
others in public office should be 
treated with respect and gratitude,” 
Cr Hersey said online in response.

“Since someone has removed Na-
than Hersey and Jenni Keerie’s elec-
tion signs from our farm fence line 
along the South Gippsland highway 
overnight I am going to post here 
(election pamphlet) for you,” he said.

Strzelecki election 
signs removed

WHILE the prospect of the 
Victorian Government intro-
ducing free camping at sites 
under its control over summer 
has caused concern for caravan 
park operators, Noel Sheard of 
Prom Central Caravan Park in 
Foster is unsure what impact 
the initiative would have on the 
business but sees it as a poten-
tial serious threat.

“We’re on the fringe of where 
all this stuff is because we’re 
close to the (Wilsons Promon-
tory) National Park,” he said.

While the business usually 
takes the overflow of those un-
able to secure camping spots 
within the park during peak 
times, its proximity to the Great 
Southern Rail Trail means it 
also attracts riders.

While not yet able to quantify 
what impact it would have if 

the State Government proceeds 
with its free camping proposal, 
Noel considers the ramifica-
tions could be significant.

“I can understand there would 
be a lot of people that would be 
worried about this, and I have 
concerns myself,” he said.

He is particularly worried 
about the possibility of los-
ing business during non-peak 
times.

With Tidal River Campground 
offering 484 camping and cara-
van sites that can be booked 
through Parks Victoria, the 
appeal of free camping there 
would likely win over some who 
might otherwise stay in a pri-
vately operated caravan park.

With Prom Central Caravan 
Park generally attracting more 
mature travellers rather than 
families with young children, 

that could represent a loss of 
business when the school holi-
day period has ended but sum-
mer weather continues.

Noel stressed that a reduction 
in income would be keenly felt.

“This business makes little 
money to start with because 
we’re usually the last caravan 
park to fill up,” he said.

“We’re half an hour away from 
Wilsons Prom and about an 
hour away from the Tarra Val-
ley, and that’s why we’re Prom 
Central; you can access all 
these places from us.”

Operator of the Orbost Cara-
van Park and the Marlo Ocean 
Views Caravan Park, Les Heyne 
lashed out on Mim Hook’s ABC 
Gippsland program recently.

“It’s going to affect us badly,” 
he said, expressing the view the 
impact will be felt most acutely 

in terms of bookings for un-
powered sites.

He suggested caravan park 
operators will have to consid-
er installing more cabins and 
turning their backs on tent 
and caravan campers, unable 
to compete with the prolifera-
tion of free camping for those  
markets.

With the State Government 
justifying its consideration of 
free camping on the grounds 
of cost of living pressures on 
families, Les considers it would 
be better for it to focus on ways 
of reducing day-to-day living  
expenses.

While not opposed to mea-
sures to save people money on 
camping, he feels a government-
run voucher system is fairer, 
enabling private business op-
erators to benefit.

Free camping initiative threatens caravan park operators

CONSTRUCTION work has 
started at the Inverloch boat 
ramp and jetty with the arrival 
of weighty floating pontoons 
and new jetty lighting.

The L-shape jetty will pro-
vide temporary berthing and 
more efficient launching and 
retrieval for a greater number 
of boats at any one time.

A generation ago, when the 
boat ramp was located on the 
west side of the jetty older 
residents and visitors may re-
member watching boat after 
boat caught by the tide at the 
end of a long drop, concrete 
ramp.

Located on the western side 
of the ramp the upgraded jetty 
will be thirty metres long with 
a fifteen-metre offset.

The jetty will feature a low-
level landing area to provide 
additional mooring space and 
more protection for boaties as 
well as a lower casting point 
for young fishermen. 

A wave screen will be in-
stalled to improve stability 
and provide protection from 
wind and wave action. 

The jetty will also feature 
landings at two different 
heights to provide access dur-
ing low and high tides.

Site fencing is in place to re-
strict access to the busy work 
site.

Pedestrian access to the jetty 

is still available on the east 
side of the construction area 
and from the west side beach.

The carpark will be partial-
ly closed until late December 
with limited public parking 
remaining on the north and 
northwest sides of the con-
struction area. 

The overflow carpark will 

not be affected.
Local residents have been 

warned the project will result 
in noise and vibration from 
heavy plant and machinery 
used during construction, in-
cluding offshore pile driving, 
rock placing and the use of 
trucks and cranes for removal 
and delivery of materials.

Variable message signs will 
be in place to advise of clo-
sures.

Alternative boat launching 
facilities are located at Mahers 
Landing, Venus Bay, Corinella, 
Rhyll and Newhaven.

For more information on lo-
cal boat ramps go to boating.
vic.gov.au

Pre-cast concrete ramps and energy-efficient lighting craned into place at the Inverloch 
boat ramp and jetty. B22_4124

Work starts at the  
Inverloch boat ramp
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STRZELECKI Ward’s five 
council candidates made them-
selves available for Thursday 
afternoon’s meet-the-candidate 
session at Korumburra Scout 
Hall, sharing their reasons for 
running and what they hope to 
achieve if successful.

Representatives of the Ko-
rumburra Senior Citizens 
Club, including its president 
Janne Grenon attended, with 
the session organised by the 
group’s passionate advocate 
Angie Bowen and chaired by 
regular council critic and past 
candidate David Amor.

The two-hour gathering, the 
first of two for the day, began 
smoothly.

However, issues such as 
council’s decision to sell the 
Korumburra Senior Citizens 
Centre and the unsuitability of 
the Korumburra Community 
Hub’s location started to domi-
nate proceedings.

That took much of the focus 
away from the future, with can-
didates increasingly bogged 
down in discussions about the 
past.

Janne felt the session went 
well overall, offering people 
the chance to get to know the 
prospective councillors and 
stressing it wasn’t intended to 
be all about the senior citizens.

She was true to that philoso-
phy during the session, asking 
a question on a different is-
sue, as to how the new traffic 
arrangements in Commercial 
Street will function once Ko-
rumburra’s replacement IGA 
opens.

Contrastingly, organiser An-
gie unleashed a withering at-
tack on council over its deci-
sions concerning the Senior 
Citizens Club.

While David did a solid 
job chairing the meeting, he 
couldn’t resist taking to his 
soapbox to share some of 
his gripes with council, his 
lengthy speeches cutting into 
the time available for candi-
dates.

 During the event Strzelecki  
Ward council candidates in-
troduced themselves to vot-
ers, speaking about their 
reasons for standing for elec-
tion, a bit about their back-
grounds and what they hope 
to achieve.

All five gave a brief speech 
during the afternoon meet 
the candidate session, with 
the potential councillors 
also taking questions from  
attendees.

The candidates in speaking 
order were:

Nathan Hersey – 
Nathan expressed pride in 

what he’s achieved as a coun-
cillor over the last three years, 
including being part of restor-
ing trust in South Gippsland 
Shire Council following its pe-
riod under administrators.

He spoke of his previous ex-
perience working for Federal 
members of parliament and 
ministers in government.

“I have a history of strong 
advocacy, of working to secure 
funding, of working to repre-
sent people, and that was the 
reason I put myself forward at 
the last election and why I’m 
putting myself forward again,” 
the Loch-based Highland Cat-
tle breeder said.

 “I know I have what it takes 
to achieve for our area.” 

Nathan added that he has a 
strong record of making him-
self available to community 
members throughout his term 
on council and is confident he 
has the necessary understand-
ing and expertise to help make 
positive decisions for the fu-
ture.

Jenni Keerie –
Jenni has been a Strzelecki 

Ward councillor for the last 
three years, motivated to run 
by the previous period of coun-
cil dysfunction.

“I wanted to be able to use 
my skills, my knowledge and 
capacity, my working with 
community and in collabora-
tion with others to effect real 
change in the long run,” she 
said.

She noted her skills include 
governance and strategic plan-
ning.  

While originally a 
Queenslander, Jenni out-
lined her strong connection 
to the community in South 
Gippsland Shire, having lived 
in Korumburra since 2012 
and working at Milpara Com-
munity House from the follow-
ing year.

She recently retired from her 
long-term role as manager of 
Milpara.

“That’s 11 years at the grass-
roots of the community in Ko-
rumburra,” Jenni said.

Previously, she had over 20 
years experience working with 
community in both advocacy 
for people with disability, and 
protecting the lives of vulner-
able people in human service 
settings. 

Jenni spoke of her past ex-
perience as a primary carer for 
her husband while raising two 
young children.

“I understand living in  

difficult times on limited bud-
gets,” she said.

Jim Forbes –
Poowong beef farmer and 

former dairy farmer Jim is 
looking to make a return to 
council, having served as a 
Shire of Korumburra council-
lor from 1990, and also having 
been elected in 1997 following 
council amalgamation, serving 
a couple of terms.

He expressed confidence he 
remains in touch with council 
proceedings.

“My passion is to make sure 
we get the best opportuni-
ties and we seize them and 
deliver on them for this part 
of the shire,” Jim said of the 
Strzelecki Ward, acknowledg-
ing that as a councillor he 
would also represent the whole 
shire.

In his part of the shire, he is 
keen to see a stronger focus on 
Poowong and Nyora, noting the 
need for a Nyora kindergarten 
and development of the town 
to support the increasing pop-
ulation.

Jim wants to see council go 
back to its core responsibili-
ties.

“I don’t believe councillors 
should be expending time, en-
ergy or cost on State Govern-
ment or Federal Government 
issues,” he said.

However, Jim noted the im-
portance of working with high-
er levels of government and 
establishing relationships that 
put South Gippsland Shire 
communities in a position to 
benefit from grant funding. 

He highlighted provision 
of good recreation facilities, 
roads and access for every-
body, including footpaths par-
ticularly in smaller towns, as 
the kind of core council re-
sponsibilities he wants to help 
see delivered, along with pro-
tecting the right to farm.

Jim outlined his strong com-
munity connections and his-
tory of volunteering with local 
organisations.

“The fundamental role of 
a councillor is to be deeply 
connected with the commu-
nity and to be accessible at all 
times,” he declared.

John Kennedy – 
John started his Korum-

burra bike shop eight years 
ago, saying the town has been 
good to him since he arrived 
from Melbourne.

While he didn’t initially in-
tend to run for council, he felt 
a responsibility to step for-
ward.

John spoke of the struggles 

people are having with the cur-
rent cost of living, identifying 
council rates as an excessive 
burden.

“We’ve got to immediately 
freeze the rates,” he said, add-
ing that it may be necessary to 
decrease them.

He spoke of the need to 
streamline council and look at 
what is happening with cost-
ings, and wants to see council 
rates distributed proportion-
ately among South Gippsland 
Shire towns as much as pos-
sible.

John is adamant council 
needs to work for the commu-
nity and said he is available to 
speak to groups or individuals 
about what they want to see 
happen in South Gippsland 
Shire.

The former professional cy-
clist ran a bike shop in the Mel-
bourne suburb of Black Rock, 
having previously worked in 
the building industry where he 
employed up to 20 people.

Bron Beach –
Bron said being part of a kin-

dergarten committee when her 
children were small enabled 
her to become engaged in com-
munity development, having 
studied a Bachelor of Social 
Welfare.

“In that process I found my 
voice,” she said, adding she 
“was raised by a sole parent 
who did it hard.”

“That gave me lots of resil-
ience and I knew what it was 
like to be at the other end of 
the spectrum, and I didn’t have 
a voice, my mum didn’t really 
have a voice either, so I wanted 
to be a voice for people who 
didn’t typically stand up here 
like this,” Bron said.

“I’m a good listener and I’m 
happy to represent the com-
munity.”  

She had a strong involve-
ment with Karmai Commu-
nity Children’s Centre, having 
been its president, a position 
she now holds with Leongatha 
Lyric Theatre.

Bron stressed she has exten-
sive experience in governance 
and skills that are transferable 
to the role of a councillor, and 
is keen to be a part of look-
ing at broader issues in South 
Gippsland and the Strzelecki 
Ward, contributing to positive 
decisions.

Professionally, Bron works 
at the Gippsland Southern 
Health Service as an addiction 
counsellor, having previously 
worked for GippsTAFE and 
the Latrobe Community Health 
Service.

Candidates show up for Korumburra

Candidate Nathan Hersey speaks. 
A09_4124

Bron Beach is keen to represent 
the community as a new councillor. 
A13_4124

Jenni Keerie is striving for another 
term as a councillor. A10_4124

Candidate Jim Forbes at Thursday 
afternoon’s meet the candidate 
session in Korumburra. A11_4124

John Kennedy is pursuing his first 
term as a councillor. A12_4124
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       COUNCIL MEETINGS

Wednesday 16 October 2.00pm 

(Council Chambers, Leongatha)

Dates are also listed on Council’s website at:

www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/meeting-dates

To watch the ‘open’ part of the meeting live or when it 

suits you, visit:

www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/live

Please Note: For Council Meetings in the Election 

Caretaker Period (17 September to 26 October) there 

will be no public question time.

South Gippsland Shire Council News

OCTOBER IS SENIORS MONTH!

South Gippsland Shire Council is pleased to be 
supporting plenty of great activities happening around 
our region for our seniors.

Throughout the month, Milpara Community House 
will be hosting a suite of events at the Korumburra 
Community Hub and number of other events will be 
taking place in Mirboo Noth, Leongatha and Foster 
including: 

• Seniors Lunch at the Mirboo North Hotel: Saturday 
28 October from 12.00pm

• Seniors Week Entertainment at the Leongatha 
Senior Citizens Centre: Friday 11 October from 
1.00pm

• Seniors U3A Prom Coast Performing Arts Concert 
Singalong at the Foster War Memorial Arts Centre: 
Wednesday 23 October from 10.00am

Be sure to keep your calendar handy and pencil in these 
exciting events - you won’t want to miss out!

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Looking for a new job? We might have the perfect position 
for you! Check out our current vacant positions here:

www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/vacantpositions

CONTACT US
9 Smith Street, Leongatha
15 Little Commercial Street, Korumburra
03 5662 9200
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au

Garage Sale Trail 
Are you ready to emark on a region wide treasure hunt? 

The Garage Sale Trail is a two-weekend long adventure you won’t 
want to miss. It is a unique opportunity bringing our community 
together to buy, sell and share pre-loved items, all while supporting 
sustainability and  reducing waste. 

But why should you participate? 

It encourages people, businesses, schools and community groups 
to give their unused goods another life instead of sending them to 
the tip. It’s a fun way to turn household clutter into cash and a great 
way to meet people in the community. 

With huge sustainability impacts, the Garage Sale Trail is making 
big waves in reducing over three million kilograms of ‘waste’ from 
landfill. 

For garage sale organisers: 

The Garage Sale Trail is a great initiative for those who would like 
to organise their own sale. All you have to do is sign up for free 

through the website, create an identity for your sale (make it fun and 
give your sale name some character), and list a sneak peek of some 
items you will be selling to promote your event. There are some 
great resources to help you promote your sale and attract shoppers.

For shoppers: 

The Garage Sale Trail website will allow you to search for garage 
sales in your area and help you decide which ones to visit over the 
weekend. You can map out your trail of sales and meet people in the 
Shire whilst you find your new treasures. 

The Garage Sale Trail will run: 

• Saturday 9 and Sunday 10 November

• Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 November

So, what are you waiting for? Check out the Garage Sale Trail 
website to sign up or find your perfect sale at: 

www.garagesaletrail.com.au/South-Gippsland

Certified by South Gippsland Shire Council Chief 
Executive Officer, Kerryn Ellis, in accordance 
with section 290 and section 304 of the Local 
Government Act 2020.
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This 
Saturday

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12
8AM - 12.30PM 

COAL CREEK CAR PARK

MARKET
Farmers’Farmers’COAL CREEK

Produce grown and made from the 
South Gippsland region.

Contact David 0411 413 716
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Advertisement 
    Vote 1 Scott Rae 
            Coastal Promontory Ward.
  
   Brutus the Hereford Bull backs his mate Scott.
   If you’re wanting a strong Voice on council,
   that champions the future of Agriculture the
   right to Farm and promoting opportunities for
   Local Jobs & Business.
   Including a traditional focus on Roads Rubbish &
   Rates.
           
                  Brutus Says” Vote 1 SCOTT RAE”
            
             Written and Authorised by Scott Rae
             PO Box 286 Foster Vic 3960.
             Ph. 0402298574
             Scott.Rae.candidate@gmail.com   
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 Written and Authorised by Scott Rae  
PO Box 286 Foster Vic 3960. 

 Ph. 0402 298 574 
 Scott.Rae.candidate@gmail.com  

 Brutus the Hereford Bull backs 
his mate Scott. If you’re wanting 
a strong Voice on council, that 

champions the future of Agriculture 
the right to Farm and promoting 

opportunities for Local Jobs & 
Business including a traditional 

focus on Roads, Rubbish & Rates.

 Brutus Says
“Vote 1 SCOTT RAE”

Advertisement

 Vote 1 Scott Rae 
 COASTAL PROMONTORY WARD

WELCOME to October South Gippsland.
Now our calendars have ticked over for 

October, it isn’t long now until our local 
Council Election is held. Over the next few 
weeks, you should receive your ballot pack 
from the Victorian Electoral Commission 
(VEC). Please ensure you complete your 
vote and pop it back in the mail (or drop 
off at the VEC office in Leongatha).

While we are in the Election Period, 
Council is keeping a close eye on the in-
formation circulating during this time. To 
correct any inaccuracies that are found in 
the public forum, Council has a page on 
our website to help set the record straight. 
So, if you read or hear something that you 
think isn’t quite right, please check the 
website: www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
election and click ‘Correcting Inaccura-
cies’. If you are concerned, you can also 
contact Council via phone (5662 9200), 
email (council@southgippsland.vic.gov.
au) or private message us on Facebook 
your question. We will do our best to an-
swer it.

The Victorian Electoral Commission 
(VEC) runs the Council elections and as 
such, is also a trusted source for informa-
tion. There is a VEC Office in Leongatha at 
6-12 Smith Street (Carinos) if you would 
like to have a face-to-face chat. You can 
also browse their website: www.vec.vic.
gov.au

School is Back
School holidays are over, and schools 

are full of students once again. This 
means school zones are operating again, 
so please take care around our schools. 
All students, parents and school crossing 
supervisors deserve to get home safely to 
their families.

Upcoming Events at Coal Creek
As the weather improves, Coal Creek is 

ready to host some amazing events for all 
to enjoy.

On Sunday, October 13, enjoy the be-
loved Americana festival Out on the Week-
end. Country and western lovers will en-
joy the artists on offer such as Hurray for 
the Riff Raff, Nick Shoulders and Uncle 
Lucius.

Spooky season is here, and families are 
rejoicing that Halloween at Coal Creek is 
back again this year. This event is circled 
on many locals’ calendars and is a fabu-
lous event for the entire family. Dress in 
your ghoulish best and celebrate all things 
that bump in the night.

For tickets on either of these events, 
and to browse other events happening in 
South Gippsland, please visit: www.visit-
southgippsland.com.au/events

CEO Message 

Kerryn Ellis

CEO Message Council performance over 
past Financial Year outlined

AS THIS month’s coun-
cil elections loom, South 
Gippsland Shire Council’s 
Performance Statement and 
Financial Statements for the 
past financial year were cer-
tified at Wednesday’s council 
meeting, the documents de-
tailing how council acquitted 
itself across a range of servic-
es, and its financial position.

While deciding planning ap-
plications within the relevant 
required time remains a chal-
lenge, the allocation of extra 
resources to tackle the back-
log of planning applications 
has driven improvement 
compared to the previous fi-
nancial year, the Performance 
Statement shows.

The success rate for meet-
ing planning application 
timeframes rose to 32.24 per 
cent for the Financial Year 
that ended this June, com-
pared to the 2022/23 figure 
of just 25.27 per cent.

Council is upbeat about its 
maintenance of local sealed 
roads, with 99.83 per cent 
not requiring renewal, coun-
cil attributing that to its 
funding levels for the renewal 
of sealed roads.

A sharp rise in the number 
of successful animal manage-
ment prosecutions is another 
feather in council’s cap, that 
figure jumping from 66.67 
per cent to 100 per cent from 
the 2022/23 Financial Year to 
that for 2023/24.

“Council plays a proactive 
role directly resolving ani-
mal-related issues with the 
involved parties,” it is stated.

On the negative side, there 
is acknowledgement of a 
slight decrease in council’s 
Community Satisfaction Re-
sult in relation to its consul-
tation and engagement efforts 
compared to the previous Fi-
nancial Year.

The figure was at 50 out of 
100, falling to 47 for 2023/24, 
one point lower than the aver-
age score for similarly sized 
large rural councils.

There has also been a drop 
in following up critical and 
major non-compliance noti-
fications to local food prem-
ises in the shire, from 98.51 
per cent for Financial Year 
2022/23 to 78.26 per cent for 
the 2023/24 Financial Year.

“This result is within the 
expected range, although 

slightly lower due to a tempo-
rary decrease in food prem-
ises follow-ups due to staff 
shortages,” the Performance 
Statement explains.

There were 54 critical and 
major non-compliance out-
come notifications about 
food premises followed up 
over the most recent finan-
cial year, with council stress-
ing that any high risk issues 
are identified during an as-
sessment and are attended to 
immediately.

While council has seen a 
slight decrease in kerbside 
collection waste diverted 
from landfill during the 
2023/24 Financial Year, with 
a nine per cent decrease in 
the weight of recyclables 
collected, it is noted the in-
troduction of the Container 
Deposit Scheme throughout 
Victoria last November is a 
contributing factor.

Library membership is a 
newly introduced measure 
for 2023/24, with that figure 
put at 34.63 per cent of the 
South Gippsland Shire popu-
lation.

Standing in for Mayor Clare 
Williams at Wednesday’s 
council meeting, Deputy 
Mayor Nathan Hersey high-
lighted some of the above 
items discussed in the 

Performance Statement and 
spoke about key figures in 
the Financial Statements.

He noted council’s working 
capital ratio, which is a mea-
surement of current assets 
compared to current liabili-
ties, explaining the applica-
ble figure of 1.88 indicates a 
sound financial position.

“This indicator conveys that 
for every dollar of current li-
ability, council has $1.88 in 
current assets,” Cr Hersey 
said.

He also addressed council’s 
adjusted underlying results 
that show a deficit, explain-
ing that is partly attributable 
to council receiving 100 per 
cent of the 2023/24 Financial 
Assistance Grant from the 
Victorian Grants Commis-
sion during the previous Fi-
nancial Year.

A significant increase in 
natural disaster costs related 
to the February 2024 storm 
that devasted Mirboo North 
and impacted much of South 
Gippsland Shire was a fur-
ther factor driving the deficit, 
Cr Hersey said.

Council budgeted for a 
surplus of $8,666,000 but 
finished with a deficit of 
$9,834,000, a variance of 
$18,500,000 or 213 per cent.

Notes to the Financial 

Statements detail the reasons 
for the substantial variance.

It is explained that the full 
$12.1 million allocation for 
the 2023/24 Financial Assis-
tance Grant was provided in 
advance in the previous Fi-
nancial Year.

Furthermore, higher mate-
rials and services expenses 
are attributed primarily to 
unbudgeted costs of $7 mil-
lion relating to storm events, 
including the significant 
storm on February 13.

“Additionally, there was a 
$2.5 million adjustment to 
the landfill provision in rec-
ognition of the present value 
of the expected cost of works 
to restore the Koonwarra 
landfill site,” it is noted. 

Council’s Performance 
Statement and Financial 
Statements for the year end-
ed June 30, 2024, will now 
be sent to the Victorian Audi-
tor General’s Office for certi-
fication.

Once the Independent Au-
ditor’s Report is received, 
it will be included with the 
Performance Statement and 
Financial Statements, with 
these documents combined 
with the Report of Operations 
to be endorsed by council on 
October 16, forming the full 
2023/24 Annual Report.

South Gippsland Shire councillors Adrian Darakai, Sarah Gilligan, Mohya Davies, Clare 
Williams (Mayor), council CEO Kerryn Ellis, and councillors Mick Felton, Nathan Hersey 
(Deputy Mayor), Scott Rae, John Schelling and Jenni Keerie. A06_3824
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Esso’s oil and gas facilities in 
Bass Strait

Esso Australia Pty Ltd (Esso), a wholly owned subsidiary of 
ExxonMobil Australia Pty Ltd, is committed to operating and decommissioning 
its’ Bass Strait offshore facilities safely and
effectively.

In planning for these activities, Esso is required under the Offshore 
Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 
2023 to prepare an Environment Plan about the risks and impacts 
these activities may have on the environment.

Additionally, Esso is required to identify and consult with relevant 
persons whose functions, interests, or activities may be affected by 
one or more of Esso’s proposed offshore activities.

Community Drop-in

If you’d like to know more about Environment Plans for the 
following:

• Pipeline Network Decommissioning
• Steel Pile Jacket Decommissioning
• Jack Up Rig Plug and Abandonment
• Kipper Sub-Sea Drilling
• Turrum Drilling
• Gippsland Basin Geophysical and Geotechnical

Investigations
• South East Australia Carbon Capture & Storage Project

the Esso Consultation Team will be hosting a community drop in 
between 5.00 pm and 6.00 pm on:

• Wednesday, 29 May 2024 at The Criterion Hotel, Sale, and

• Thursday, 30 May 2024 at Bellevue on the Lakes, Lakes 
Entrance

Please email us at consultation@exxonmobil.com
to register your attendance.

Contact us by email or phone

If these dates and times don’t suit, please feel free to contact us via 
email at consultation@exxonmobil.com to ask a question, raise a 
concern or register your interest to be consulted, or by phone on 03 
9261 0000.

Please connect us with other interested people

If there is anyone you know who may be interested in our activities, 
we encourage you to share this information with them.

To find out more

For more information about Esso’s activities and projects, please go 
to the Esso Consultation Hub at
https://www.exxonmobil.com.au/community-
engagement/local-outreach/consultation-hub or hover and 
click over the QR Code below to take you to the link:

Like to be consulted about these activities?

Please fill in the Esso Consultation Questionnaire (sli.do) in the
Esso Consultation Hub to let us know if you’d like to be consulted or 
have any questions or feedback.

Your feedback and our response will be included in the relevant 
Environment Plan and submitted to the regulator, the National 
Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management 
Authority (NOPSEMA), for acceptance.
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Community Consultation-decommissioning 
of oil & gas infrastructure in Bass Strait

Esso Australia Pty Ltd (Esso), a wholly owned 
subsidiary of ExxonMobil Australia Pty Ltd, is 
committed to operating and decommissioning 
its Gippsland and Bass Strait facilities safely  and 
e� ectively.

A� er delivering energy to Australia for over 50 
years, many of the Bass Strait oil and gas fields are 
now reaching the end of their productive life. As 
planning for decommissioning progresses, Esso is 
focused on safely shutting-down non-producing 
facilities and ensuring they stay safe throughout 
the entire decommissioning process. 

Community Information Sessions

If you’d like to know more about plans for 
Decommissioning of platforms and pipelines 
in Bass Strait, the Esso Consultation Team will 
be hosting a community information and drop-in 
session at the following locations:

•  Tuesday 22 October 2024 - Yarram
Yarram Hub
156 Grant Street, Yarram - 5.00pm – 7.00pm

•  Wednesday, 23 October 2024 - Foster
Manna Gum Community House
33 Station Street, Foster - 5.00pm – 7.00pm

•  Thursday, 24 October 2024 - Leongatha
South Gippsland Trade Skills Alliance (SGBLLEN)
71 Ogilvy Street, Leongatha - 5.00pm – 7.00pm

A presentation about decommissioning activities 
will be provided at 5.30pm for the above locations.

Please register your attendance by emailing: 
consultation@exxonmobil.com

We encourage you to come along and ask 
questions or to raise any concerns you may have.

If these dates and times don’t suit, please contact 
us at consultation@exxonmobil.com
or by phone on 03 9261 0000.

The Esso Consultation Team will also be available 
to discuss all current activities, including:
- Jack-Up-Rig Well Plug and Abandonment
-  Gippsland Basin Geophysical and Geotechnical 

Investigations
- Kipper - Sub-Sea Drilling
- Turrum Phase 3 Drilling
-  South East Australia Carbon Capture & Storage 

(SEA CCS) Project

Like to be consulted 
about these activities?
Esso is working to identify and consult 
with relevant persons [stakeholders] 
whose functions, interests, or activities 
may be a� ected by one or more of Esso’s 
proposed activities.

Please fill in the Esso Consultation 
Questionnaire (sli.do) in the Esso 
Consultation Hub to let us know if 
you’d like to be consulted or have any 
questions or feedback.

Please refer to the NOPSEMA brochure 
Consultation on o� shore petroleum 
environment plans brochure.pdf 
(nopsema.gov.au) to understand 
more about consultation on o� shore 
petroleum environment plans assessed 
under the O� shore Petroleum and 
Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) 
Regulations 2023

Your feedback and our response will 
be included in the relevant regulatory 
application documentation and 
submitted to the regulator.

Please connect us with 
other interested people
If there is anyone you know who may 
be interested in our activities, we 
encourage you to share this information 
with them.

To find out more information
For more information about Esso’s 
activities and other projects, please go 
to the Esso Consultation Hub at:

https://corporate.exxonmobil.com/
locations/australia/our-approach

Esso’s oil and gas facilities in 
Bass Strait

Esso Australia Pty Ltd (Esso), a wholly owned subsidiary of 
ExxonMobil Australia Pty Ltd, is committed to operating and decommissioning 
its’ Bass Strait offshore facilities safely and
effectively.

In planning for these activities, Esso is required under the Offshore 
Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 
2023 to prepare an Environment Plan about the risks and impacts 
these activities may have on the environment.

Additionally, Esso is required to identify and consult with relevant 
persons whose functions, interests, or activities may be affected by 
one or more of Esso’s proposed offshore activities.

Community Drop-in

If you’d like to know more about Environment Plans for the 
following:

• Pipeline Network Decommissioning
• Steel Pile Jacket Decommissioning
• Jack Up Rig Plug and Abandonment
• Kipper Sub-Sea Drilling
• Turrum Drilling
• Gippsland Basin Geophysical and Geotechnical

Investigations
• South East Australia Carbon Capture & Storage Project

the Esso Consultation Team will be hosting a community drop in 
between 5.00 pm and 6.00 pm on:

• Wednesday, 29 May 2024 at The Criterion Hotel, Sale, and

• Thursday, 30 May 2024 at Bellevue on the Lakes, Lakes 
Entrance

Please email us at consultation@exxonmobil.com
to register your attendance.

Contact us by email or phone

If these dates and times don’t suit, please feel free to contact us via 
email at consultation@exxonmobil.com to ask a question, raise a 
concern or register your interest to be consulted, or by phone on 03 
9261 0000.

Please connect us with other interested people

If there is anyone you know who may be interested in our activities, 
we encourage you to share this information with them.

To find out more

For more information about Esso’s activities and projects, please go 
to the Esso Consultation Hub at
https://www.exxonmobil.com.au/community-
engagement/local-outreach/consultation-hub or hover and 
click over the QR Code below to take you to the link:

Like to be consulted about these activities?

Please fill in the Esso Consultation Questionnaire (sli.do) in the
Esso Consultation Hub to let us know if you’d like to be consulted or 
have any questions or feedback.

Your feedback and our response will be included in the relevant 
Environment Plan and submitted to the regulator, the National 
Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management 
Authority (NOPSEMA), for acceptance.

(03) 5662 0940
3 Lyon Street Leongatha
www.rapidresponsedental.com.au

Tooth Ache ?
Broken Tooth?
Dental Pain?

We’re here for you!

ONE of the most dire 
medical episodes someone 
can experience is cardiac 
arrest but thanks to the ef-
forts of local paramedics 
an automated external de-
fibrillator (AED) is now 
located outside the Wooli 
Express.

Cowes paramedics held 
a community session to 
not only inform locals 
about the AED, but show-
case how to use it and how 
to help save a life during a 
cardiac emergency by per-
forming CPR.

High praise was also 
given to the Rotary Club of 
Wonthaggi, who donated 
the AED and supported 
the initiative.

Speaking at the Wooli 
Tavern on Saturday, Octo-
ber 6, senior MICA team 
manager, Duncan Roney 
said an AED was invalu-
able as the earlier some-
one can shock the heart 
the better chances it has of 
recovering.

Paramedic Immogen 
Nolan also highlighted 
that every minute CPR is 
delayed, the survival rate 
is decreased by 10 per 
cent.

“So if 10 minutes goes 
by without CPR being initi-
ated, you don’t have much 
chance of surviving,” she 
said.

“It’s really important we 
get a bystander performing 
CPR, particularly in areas 
that are quiet or very iso-
lated.

“We rely on communities 
to do CPR effectively.”

She noted when per-
forming CPR, aim for a 
five-centimetre depth com-
pression, or a third of the 
chest, and it should be 
hard enough to potentially 
crack ribs.

“You want to be able to get 
a full recoil as well, when 
you’re pressing down, you 
want to come up to allow 
the blood to fill up again 
and pump it around.”

It is also important to 
check for a pulse or if the 
patient is breathing.

“We just want bystanders 
to get onto the chest com-
pressions straight away 
and make sure you’re pri-
oritising CPR over the 
AED,” she said.

“If you’re by yourself and 

someone has gone into 
cardiac arrest, we’d rather 
you call for help and start 
compressions, don’t worry 
about the AED, get some-
one else onto that.”

And much to Duncan’s 
surprise, Wonthaggi Ro-
tary presented him with 
the prestigious Paul Harris 
Fellow award in recogni-
tion of his contributions to 
the community for the ac-
tivities and programs he’s 
led.

Paramedics also urged 
locals to sign up to become 
a GoodSAM responder 
by downloading the app, 
where you will be alerted if 
someone is in cardiac ar-
rest nearby.

For more information, 
visit ambulance.vic.gov.au/
call-push-shock.

Saving one heart at a time
Paramedic Immogen Nolan and MICA parameic Duncan Roney were guiding 

locals on how to perform CPR effectively. Ns16_4124

Paramedic Immogen showcases how to use an AED. Ns18_4124

MICA paramedic Duncan Roney was presented with 
a Paul Harris Fellow award from the Rotary Club of 
Wonthaggi. He is pictured with past District Governor 
Linda Humphries. Ns19_4124
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THE good people of the ‘Save 
the Western Port Woodlands’ 
group are ecstatic.

The residents of Lang Lang, 
not so much.

It’s all about the release last 
week, by the Department of 
Transport and Planning (DTP) 
of a draft set of planning controls 
for the mining and transport of 
sand for the state’s construction 
sector from Lang Lang (Shire of 
Cardinia), Oaklands Junction 
(City of Hume) and Trafalgar 
(Shire of Baw Baw).

But, what the Western Port 
Woodlands people are so 
pleased about is not so much 
what’s in the consultation re-
ports but what’s not in them!

Speaking about the open-
ing of the public consultation 
period (from October 2 to No-
vember 8) on the rules apply-
ing to new ‘Strategic Extractive 
Resource Areas’ a spokesper-
son for the Woodlands group, 
Catherine Watson, said it re-
flected what the group had 
been saying all along, that 
there are other options for 
sand extraction without im-
pacting the important coastal 
woodland corridor between 
Lang Lang and Bass.

“They’re going to keep dig-
ging where they are. It’s highly 
unlikely that we were ever go-
ing to be able to stop that but 
it’s becoming too difficult to 
clear woodlands areas for new 
mines,” Ms Watson said.

She said the group would 
continue to monitor the opera-
tions of sand miners in the area 
from Lang Lang to Bass, and to 
highlight the value of natural 
bushland in the area, but she 
said the group was confident 
that no new sand mines would 
be opened up in the area.

Ms Watson went on to en-
courage the Lang Lang com-
munity to take the opportunity 
to respond to the community 
consultation process on the 
Engage Vic website about the 
draft land use planning con-
trols for the Strategic Extrac-
tive Resource Areas around 

Lang Lang (Cardinia). Consul-
tation opportunities include:

The Department of Trans-
port and Planning together 
with Resources Victoria is 
hosting a public information 
session on Tuesday, October 
22 at the Lang Lang Memorial 
Hall, 135 McDonalds Track, 
Lang Lang. Drop in between 
between 4pm and 7pm.

You can also provide feed-
back by completing a survey 
and/or uploading a submis-
sion online.

In a statement from the State 
Government, local MP Jordan 
Crugnale is pleased the envi-
ronmentally significant areas 
are not included.

“Our community cares deep-
ly about biodiversity and I am 
pleased that this draft SERA 
does not include environmen-
tally significant areas, and I en-
courage everyone to also feed-
back their priorities around 
infrastructure needs that will 
address safety and livability in 
their local area,” said the Mem-
ber for Bass Jordan Crugnale.

The Minister for Energy and 
Resources Lily D’Ambrosio 
said it was about striking a 
balance between the impact 
on local communities and the 
need to keep the state’s build-
ing sector supplied with the 
raw materials it needed.

The Labor Government is pro-
posing to designate new Strate-
gic Extractive Resource Areas, 
to protect the significant quarry 
resources from other develop-
ment – ensuring the construc-
tion sector can continue to ac-
cess to the sand, rock and gravel 
it needs to build new homes and 
infrastructure. Importantly, they 
also consider local environmen-
tal and cultural heritage values, 
existing land uses and access to 
transport networks when identi-
fying these areas, to ensure any 
potential land use conflicts can 
be avoided. This gives both com-
munities and industry important 
clarity about where resources 
may be developed in the future.

Reflecting on the impor-
tant environmental values of 
the area, the draft Lang Lang 

SERA does not include ar-
eas of significant biodiversity, 
such as the Holden Proving 
Ground, Grantville Conserva-
tion Reserve, Gurdies Conser-
vation Reserve which make up 
the Westernport Woodlands 
area in the Bass Coast Shire.

Local MP Jordan Crugnale 
acknowledged the strong com-
munity advocacy from many, 
including local groups like the 
Save Westernport Woodlands 
Group and thanked their com-
mittee, members and partner 
organisations for their grit and 
determination and for working 
productively alongside and with 
her over these last few years.

“I know our local community 
cares deeply about and values 
biodiversity and I’m pleased 
that this draft SERA does not 
include areas of environmen-
tal significance” she said.

To make a submission or 
complete the feedback form 
visit, engage.vic.gov.au/sera-
langlang-oaklandsjunction-
trafalgar. 
Read in full at sgst.com.au.

Injured at 
work or 
in a car 
accident?

Expert advice on all 
personal injury claims
First interview free of charge and 
obligation

Helping clients Gippsland wide

Morwell
Sale
Warragul

5133 7788
5144 7788
5622 2387

www.simonparsons.com.au
enquiries@simonparsons.com.au
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The World Community for Christian Meditation, 
Australia, Victoria, is holding a day of  
meditation and gospel reflection at:

Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Church, 
Scarborough St, Inverloch on 

Saturday October 12 
from 10am to 2.30pm

No bookings required.
Gold coin donation.
Bring lunch to share.

This is a day for experienced meditators and 
those who would like to explore 

Christian meditation.

Christian Meditation is an ecumenical 
community and welcomes people of all 

faith traditions and those of no formal religion.

TOORA residents have been 
left dumbfounded by the state 
of their Avenue of Honour in 
the wake of the removal of dan-
gerous trees.

For the residents, this has 
been a four-year ordeal, as 
South Gippsland Shire Coun-
cil first identified 15 dangerous 
trees in 2020.

According to an arborist re-
port, 15 critical trees and 16 
moderate-risk trees were iden-
tified and included as part of 
the planning permit. 

However, 39 trees were re-
moved, and the debris has not 
yet been cleaned up.

“It wasn’t disclosed to us why 
these trees were an immediate 
risk, though we do appreciate 
there have been storms and 
they might’ve come down,” res-
ident Jason Tay said.

“However, stumps and de-
bris still remain and the people 
of Toora are frustrated that it 
hasn’t been managed properly. 
It’s a disgrace.”

The tree removal work offi-
cially started on Tuesday, June 
18, and took approximately a 
week to complete.

Council CEO Kerryn Ellis 
said the additional eight trees 
were removed based on advice 
from three arborists this year.

“The initial arborists report 
was conducted in 2020, how-
ever, removal did not occur at 
this time as discussions were 
still occurring with the local 
community,” she said.

“When work recommenced 
this year, we sought updated 
advice from three additional 
arborists, who suggested all 39 
trees were in poor health and 
of concern.” 

Ms Ellis said the stumps on 
the eastern side of Grip Road 
– the residential property side 
– had been removed.

“Piles of stump grinding/soil 
remain because, over time 
and after some rain, the earth 
often settles and subsides 
where the stump grinding oc-
curred. Council will monitor 
these mounds over the coming 
months and remove excess soil 
if required,” she said.

“There is no plan to remove 
the stumps on the western side 
of Grip Road as we only remove 
stumps if they are likely to pose 

a tripping risk to people.
“Additional debris and fallen 

branches will be removed as 
necessary to clear roadways as 
part of our shire-wide, ongo-
ing tree and road maintenance 
work. Following the recent 
storm events, we have had to 
prioritise clearing debris/fallen 
branches that present a more 
immediate risk to public safety.

“However, it should be noted 
that in line with standard op-
erating practice, not all debris 
will be removed to protect nat-
ural habitat and biodiversity.

“Some logs were saved by 
the (Toora Community Action 
Team) for future use.” 

Residents fear the leftover de-
bris could be a fire hazard as 
summer approaches.

“There’s farmland on the 
other side, but it’s all part of 
the Avenue of Honour,” Mr Tay 
said.

“Fire could rip through those 
paddocks. We always get notic-
es to mow our grass and avoid 
fire hazards, so we want some-
thing done about this.”

Ms Ellis said the mounds of 
soil/stump grinding are not a 

fire hazard, and the reduced 
vegetation would limit the risk 
of fire danger.  

Ideally, Toora’s action com-
mittee wants to see the trees 
carved to represent Anzac sol-
diers.

However, in the four years 
since the process began, the 
residents have not been made 
aware of any plans to replace 
the trees.

“It has been greatly misman-
aged and shows great disre-
gard for Toora. We wanted the 
stumps out, but we were told 
it can’t happen yet because the 
plan is still under review,” Mr 
Tay said.

“It’s the Avenue of Honour. 
People left our town to fight 
for our country and it’s a slap 
in the face to those who never 
came home.”

Ms Ellis said the Avenue 
would be replanted and coun-
cil will work with the RSL and 
the Toora Community Action 
Team to decide on an appropri-
ate species to replant.

Council aims for the replant-
ing to take place in autumn/
winter next year.

State seeks ‘right balance’ 
on sand extraction

Residents of Toora stumped by vegetation mess

The impact of sand mining locally extends beyond clearing native bush, to the number of 
sand trucks rumbling through our towns and along the Bass and South Gippsland highways.
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• FINANCIAL LITERACY MADE SIMPLE

In the wake of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, Australia, like many nations, has 
navigated a turbulent economic land-

scape marked by unprecedented fiscal 
measures, fluctuating inflation rates, and 
shifting unemployment figures. The Re-
serve Bank of Australia (RBA) has played 
a pivotal role in trying to help steer the 
economy through these choppy waters, 
by manipulating interest rates in re-
sponse to both local and global economic 
conditions.

At the onset of the pandemic in early 
2020, the RBA slashed the cash rate to a 
historic low of 0.25% to stimulate spend-
ing and investment during a period of un-
certainty. This aggressive monetary policy 
aimed to cushion the blow from lock-
downs and economic slowdown. Home-
owners were quick to benefit from these 
low rates, with many refinancing mort-
gages and enjoying cheaper repayments. 
Business investments, although initially 
stunted, also found a lifeline in this favor-
able borrowing environment.

However, as the economy began to re-
bound in late 2021 and early 2022, infla-
tion emerged as a significant concern. The 
combination of supply chain disruptions, 
labor shortages, and increased demand 
for goods and services led to rising prices. 
By mid-2022, inflation rates in Australia 
had surged to levels not seen in decades, 
prompting the RBA to act decisively. The 
central bank began a series of rate hikes, 
culminating in a cash rate increase to 
4.35% by end-2023 and has remained 
there since. This rapid escalation was in-
tended to rein in inflation at the time of 
7.8%, which had soared beyond the RBA’s 
target range of 2-3%.

The rise in interest rates has had a direct 
impact on the Australian economy. Bor-
rowers are now grappling with increased 
mortgage repayments, which has damp-
ened consumer spending and led to a 
cooling of the housing market. Meanwhile, 
businesses are feeling the pinch of higher 
borrowing costs, which could lead to re-
duced investments and potential layoffs. 

The unemployment rate, which had seen 
a post-pandemic low of 3.5%, now hovers 
around 4% as the economy adjusts to the 
tightening of monetary policy.

Looking ahead to the next 6 to 12 
months, economists and analysts from 
the big four banks offer mixed forecasts. 
Some predict that the RBA may hold rates 
steady or consider slight adjustments de-
pending on inflation trends and economic 
indicators. Others caution that if inflation 
persists above target levels, further hikes 
could be necessary, particularly if the 
global economic environment, particular-
ly in the United States, remains volatile.

Comparatively, the U.S. Federal Reserve 
has also raised interest rates aggressively, 
with the current federal funds rate hover-
ing around 5.00%. This tightening cycle is 
reflective of similar inflationary pressures 
faced by both nations. Although Austra-
lia’s interest rates remain somewhat low-
er than those of the U.S., the U.S. Federal 
Reserve recently cut their federal funds 
rate by 0.50% which will potentially im-
pact the RBA’s decisions going forward.

There is a complex and intricate inter-
play in the relationship between inter-
est rates, inflation, and unemployment. 
While higher interest rates are a tool to 
combat inflation, they can also stifle eco-
nomic growth and lead to higher unem-
ployment if businesses reduce hiring or 
lay off workers in response to increased 
costs. This delicate balance is one that the 
RBA must navigate carefully in the com-
ing months.

In conclusion, the trajectory of inter-
est rates in Australia since the COVID-19 
pandemic has been one of rapid adjust-
ments in response to evolving economic 
realities. As we move into 2025, the 
outlook remains uncertain, influenced 
by both domestic conditions and global 
economic trends. It is essential for poli-
cymakers to remain vigilant, monitoring 
inflation and employment metrics while 
providing a supportive environment for 
growth. The path ahead will require care-
ful calibration of monetary policy to foster 
stability without inhibiting recovery, en-
suring that Australians can weather any 
economic storm in the future with resil-
ience and optimism.

The information above does not constitute 
financial or other professional advice and is 
general in nature. It does not take into ac-
count your specific circumstances and should 
not be acted on without a full understanding 
of your current situation and future goals 
and objectives by a fully qualified financial 
advisor. Before you make any decision about 
whether to acquire a certain financial prod-
uct, you should obtain and read the relevant 
product disclosure statement.

Interest Rates 
in Australia 
Post-COVID

By David Caporale, 
Chief Investment Officer of RELIcapital

Over 45 Years of Investments
in Real Estate Loans

Rate current 1 July 2024. There is a risk that investors may achieve lower than expected returns. RELI Capital investments are not 
bank deposits, and investors risk losing some or all of their money. Generally there is no right of early withdrawal prior to maturity 
of the investment term and there is a risk that redemption at maturity may be delayed. Before deciding to invest consider RELI 
Capital’s Product Disclosure Statement and Target Market Determination by visiting relicapital.com.au or our office.

*

03 5662 2529
info@relicapital.com.au

relicapital.com.au

RELI Capital
41 McCartin Street

Leongatha VIC 3953

%
p.a.

*

Variable interest rates starting from:

Fixed term investment with no entry, exit or ongoing fees.
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-  Navigating the 
Rising Tide
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AS THE renewable energy 
sector develops and grows 
across the region more 
jobs will be opening up for 
people locally and students 
have recently been hearing 
about these opportunities.

Star of the South Proj-
ect attended the Inspiring 
Young People Luncheon for 
year 10 and 11 students 
from South Gippsland and 
the Bass Coast in Leon-
gatha recently to talk about 
careers in the offshore wind 
sector.

The typical life cycle of an 
offshore wind farm is about 
30 years, not including the 
construction period of three 
to five years, which would 
start at the end of this de-
cade. 

Following 30 years of op-
eration and maintenance, 
the turbines would poten-
tially be decommissioned 
or refurbished. 

It is anticipated that 
around 200 long-term jobs 
will open up in the sector 
for a variety of skill levels 
including entry-level posi-
tions to trades and univer-
sity graduate roles. 

“Some of those jobs would 
be on land, and some would 
be based out in Bass Strait, 
and some of the roles would 
be during the construction 
of the project,” said Paul 
Johnson Senior Manager, 
Regional Engagement. 

This could include build-
ing the wind farm and the 
electrical system that under-
pins it, other roles would be 
the operations and mainte-
nance of the farm and ser-
vicing the wind turbines.

“That’s the really exciting 
opportunity for Gippsland 
because, with regards to 

Barry Beach Marine Termi-
nal and Port Albert, they’re 
both good options for us to 
host our Gippsland opera-
tions base, where workers 
would be managing the day-
to-day wind farm construc-
tion operations activities.” 

There are jobs that cater 
to those who enjoy being 
outside and marine-based 
roles, typically riggers, 
crane operators, deck-
hands, mechanical hydrau-
lics, technicians and blade 
repair technicians.

While others are office- or 
community-based where 
engagement and consulta-
tion are always important 
factors during the project.

Paul found an interesting 
mix of responses from stu-
dents about careers in the 
industry, but it resonated 
positively with many.  

“Some students know 
a lot about offshore wind 
and have heard about it, 
and some have no idea, but 
they are really interested be-
cause it actually aligns with 

the values of a lot of young 
people who want to be a 
part of decarbonising the 
economy, and that’s really 
exciting for us,” explained 
Paul.

“They also see that there 
are other traditional energy 
industries that are starting 
to wind down. So, for exam-
ple, we’ve got Yallourn (Pow-
er Station) closing in 2028, 
and the decommissioning 
of oil and gas platforms 
over the next few years. So, 
this represents a really ex-
citing opportunity for young 
people to have an energy 
role here in Gippsland.” 

In July this year, the South 
Gippsland Shire Council 
adopted the Renewable En-
ergy Impact and Readiness 
Study which will examine 
the readiness of key towns 
that may be able to service 
and support renewable en-
ergy projects, including the 
offshore wind farm to be es-
tablished off the Gippsland 
coast in the coming years. 

This study will look spe-
cifically at the business and 
employment opportunities, 
skills development, sup-
ply chain requirements, 
housing and accommoda-
tion, infrastructure (includ-
ing ports), and community 
readiness for these projects 
which Paul believes is a very 
constructive and positive 
step. 

“That demonstrates the 
work that South Gippsland 
Shire have done to prepare 
and maximise the opportu-
nities to accommodate this 
growth.” 

“South Gippsland is re-
ally, really well placed to 
make the most of this op-
portunity.”

Careers in offshore wind farms
A typical lifespan of an offshore wind farm is 30 years, creating a wide variety of 

long-term jobs in the sector. 

Paul Johnson from 
Star of the South Project 
said South Gippsland 
is very well placed to 
make the most of the 
career opportunities that 
offshore wind farms will 
bring to the region.
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Hurry, Grab One of These         Hurry, Grab One of These         
Bargains  Sale Ends Soon. 

BLUEBLOODS
JOIN TODAY!

ADVENTURE KNIFE
100MM
• Extremely sharp 100mm blade
• Frame lock blade locking system
• Smooth bearing design
• Belt clip • G10 Handle
K6190

TRUCK BOX
3 DRAWER, 700MM (27")
•  4 lift-out trays with storage well 

and 3 full sized large drawers. 
• weather resistant, water gutters in 

both drawers and a lockable latch. 
• Measurements: 700 x 405 x 590mm
51085

K5526

SCREWDRIVER SET

13
PIECE

PIECE KIT
2

• 18V Charge-All Hammer Drill
• 18V Charge-All Impact Driver
• 18V Charge-All Single Charger
• 1 x 18V Charge-All 2Ah Battery
220503

CORDLESS 2 PIECE KIT
Warranty*
5 Year

LITHIUM ION
18V

$59

$859

$115

$169

VIEW
FULL DIY
RANGE
PAGE 14

CORDLESS 2 PIECE KIT

Sale ends 30/04/2022

AUTUMNOUT THERE
TOOL
SALE

• 19 METRIC  Sockets: 8-32mm 
• 11 METRIC  Combination Spanners 
• 5 Socket Accessories 
• 2 TorqueMaster® Screwdrivers
• Hex keys, bits, knife & more...
K1859

Portable 
Tool Kit
85 Piece  1/2” Drive

$359

METRIC

85
PIECE

• S3 SVCM Alloy Steel
• Colour coding and drive indicators for easy identification
• Powdercoated shaft
• Tri-Lobe design that dovetails with the hand
• Magnetic tips for greater fastener control

SALE PRICE

$79

• Bearings  • Power Transmission  • Fasteners  • Industrial Supplies
LEONGATHAWARRAGUL     13 Endeavour Street - Phone: 03 5623 4444      38 Yarragon Road - Phone: 03 5662 3100

www.ace-industrial.com.au

Bargains  Sale Ends Soon.Bargains  Sale Ends Soon.

PIECE KIT

arranty*
5 Year

LITHIUM ION
18V

Marine Water 
Resistant EP 
Grease 450gm

SALE PRICE
$16.50

602-00045

WELDMATIC® 250CP143-1
250amp Single 
Phase
MIG,Stick & TIG 
Welds
Up to 10mm 

SALE PRICE
$1990

G10020N

EL Series Lever
Action Grease Gun

SALE PRICE

$50
450g

Drill Bit Capacity Sharpening Angle Part No. Price
2.5 to 13mm 118° DDXP $289
2.5 to 19mm 115° to 140° DD750X $599

WP-IGEN2600

IGen 2600 Inverter Generator 
Max 2600W, 2200WContinuous

SALE PRICE

$1799

With Bonus With Bonus 
CoverCover

Dual Scale Digital Calipers

150 mm Dual Scale 
Digital Caliper
Internal Jaw Reach: 16 mm
External Jaw Reach: 40 mm

200 mm Dual Scale 
Digital Caliper
Internal Jaw Reach: 19 mm
External Jaw Reach: 50 mm

300 mm Dual Scale 
Digital Caliper
Internal Jaw Reach: 20.5 mm
External Jaw Reach: 60 mm

PN: AC-111-006-12

$99
PN: AC-111-008-12

$149
PN: AC-111-012-12

$219

USB 
DATA OUTPUT

Resolution: 0.01 mm
Accuracy: ±0.03 mm

Jeweled Bearing 
Dial Indicators

1” Dial Indicator
Graduation: 0.001”
Accuracy: 0.004” 

PN: AC-225-025-11

$80

10 mm Dial Indicator
Graduations: 0.01 mm
Accuracy: 20 μm

PN: AC-222-010-11

$89
• Jeweled 

Bearing
• Limit hands
• Lug back

200 mm Digital Combination Ruler
Length: 200 mm
Range: 360°
Resolution: 0.1°

PN: AC-821-008-01

$99

300 mm Digital Combination Ruler
Length: 300 mm
Range: 360°
Resolution: 0.1°

PN: AC-821-012-01

$115

Combination Rulers

PRO

Brightness: 950 Lm
Intensity: 10000 Cd

Size: 160 x 28 mm
Weight: 220g

TWIST Light

LED TORCHES & HEADLAMPS

Camo

• Illuminated 
Muli-function 
Switch with Battery 
State Indicator

• Pen Clip

• Illuminated 
Muli-function 
Switch with Battery 
State Indicator

• Pen Clip

Beam
Modes

Beam
Modes

Brightness: 950 Lm
Intensity: 10000 Cd

Size: 160 x 28 mm
Weight: 220g

Mag BaseMag Base
Charge

Port
Charge

Port

USB
TYPE C

USB
TYPE C

SPLASH

IP65

SPLASH

IP65

Ingress 
Rating

Ingress 
Rating

TWIST Light

Twin-Beam Rechargeable Headlamp
• Anti-slip head band ideal for 

helmet mounting
• Includes Ii-ion battery
• Adjustable brightness
• 120° Headlamp tilt

Weight: 69g

Brightness: 1600 Lm
Intensity: 4000 Cd

1 x
18650
Li-ion

Battery
Charge

Port

USB
TYPE C

SPLASH

IP65

Ingress 
Rating

Mechanics Creeper
Size: 1005 x 470 x 135 mm
Wheel Size: 75 x 25 mm

• Integrated side trays
• Made in Taiwan

$$179179
PN: GCR40 PN: GCR40

Magnetic Broom
• Side mounted wheels for 

easy use over wide areas
• Telescopic main shaft
• Easy release trigger 

on main shaft
• Wide section 

magnetic pickup

Handle Length: 
720-1035 mm
Head width: 377mm

$$145145
PN: MB001 PN: MB001

$$8585
PN: MW001 PN: MW001

Capacity: 6.30 Kg
Length 400 mm
Weight 0.470 Kg

Magnetic Clean-Up Wand

$$109109
PN: MRE001 PN: MRE001

Head size: 96 MM
Length: 960 MM
Capacity: 4.5 Kg

Magnetic 
Reach Extender

1/4” Medium Die Grinder
Free Speed: 22,000 RPM
Weight: 0.675 Kg $$8989

PN: GP2202 PN: GP2202

Professional
Measuring
Equipment

Workshop EquipmentWorkshop Equipment

Max
Rating
150KG

Steel  Reinforced 
Caster  Mounts

$$129129
PN: H35

$$9595
PN: B71pro

$$110110
PN: B70PLUS

SALE PRICE

$295000105

PHP15 Single Phase Air Compressor: Belt Drive, 
15Amp, 3.5HP, 300LPM - for High Pressure

Free Bonus 20m
PVC Hose 00349      
Value $60

Automatic Retracting Quick Release
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GRQR25S GRQR38S GRQR50S

$29.95 $44.95 $49.95

3

PROFESSIONAL STANDARD, 
TRADE QUALITY
Kincrome Evolution tool kits are engineered to the 
highest professional and quality standards, offering you 
everything you need to take your tools to the next level.

Gas StrutsReinforced 
Lid

ADRS 
Auto Close 

Slides

Secure 
Locking  
System

Recessed 
Handles

All Swivel 
Castors

EVA Trays

TAX TIME TOOL KITS

PAYMENT
PLAN
PAYMENT
PLAN
AVAILABLE

 542 Piece 14 Drawer 26” 

Workshop Tool Kit 

> 92 Piece Sockets & Accessories EVA Tray
> 59 Piece Deep Sockets EVA Tray
> 54 Piece Impact Sockets & Accessories EVA Tray
> 30 Piece Combination Spanners EVA Tray
> 30 Piece Single Way Gear Spanners EVA Tray
> 97 Piece TorqueMaster® Screwdrivers & Fastening EVA Tray
> 10 Piece Pliers & Wrenches EVA Tray
> 19 Piece Cut, Hook & Scrape EVA Tray
> 19 Piece Striking & Prying EVA Tray
> 128 Piece TorqueMaster® Master Bit & Driver Set, Hacksaw & Tape
> Measurements: L 675 x W 466 x H 1451mm 
P1903 

$3999

SPANNERS
GEAR

9
TRAYSFOAM

DEEP
SOCKETS

DEEP
EXTRA

JUMBO
SPANNERS

PAYMENT
PLAN
PAYMENT
PLAN
AVAILABLE

 281 Piece 14 Drawer 26” 

Workshop Tool Kit 

> 92 Piece Sockets & Accessories EVA Tray
> 4 Piece Pliers EVA Tray
> 36 Piece Hex & TORX® Keys EVA Tray
> 30 Piece Combination Spanners EVA Tray
> 75 Piece TorqueMaster® Screwdrivers & Fastening EVA Tray
> 19 Piece Cut, Hook & Scrape EVA Tray
> 19 Piece Striking & Prying EVA Tray
> Hacksaw, Pliers, Tape & Wrench
> Measurements: L 675 x W 466 x H 1451mm 
K1218B 

$2699

BONUS K7927 valued at

BONUS

RRP
$64900

7
TRAYSFOAM DEEP

EXTRA

92 Piece Sockets & Accessories EVA Tray

BONUS K7927 valued at

BONUS

RRP64900

PAYMENT
PLAN
PAYMENT
PLAN
AVAILABLE

$1899

5
TRAYSFOAM

DEEP
SOCKETS

SPANNERS
GEAR

DEEP
EXTRA

PAYMENT
PLAN
PAYMENT
PLAN
AVAILABLE

 545 Piece 18 Drawer 41” 

Workshop Tool Kit 

> 144 Piece Sockets & Accessories EVA Tray
> 54 Piece Impact Sockets & Accessories EVA Tray
> 30 Piece Combination Spanners EVA Tray
> 30 Piece Single Way Gear Spanners EVA Tray
> 8 Piece Jumbo Combination Spanners EVA Tray
> 97 Piece TorqueMaster® Screwdrivers & Fastening EVA Tray
> 10 Piece Pliers & Wrenches EVA Tray
> 19 Piece Cut, Hook & Scrape EVA Tray
> 19 Piece Striking & Prying EVA Tray
> 128 Piece TorqueMaster® Master Bit & Driver Set & more...
> Measurements: L 1052 x W 466 x H 1451mm 
P1904 

$4999

DEEP
SOCKETS

9
TRAYSFOAM

SPANNERS
GEAR

DEEP
EXTRA

WIDE
EXTRA

 277 Piece 14 Drawer 26” 

Workshop Tool Kit 

> 92 Piece Sockets & Accessories EVA Tray  
> 36 Piece Hex & TORX® Keys EVA Tray  
> 30 Piece Combination Spanners EVA Tray  
> 59 Piece Deep Sockets EVA Tray  
> 50 Piece TorqueMaster® Screwdrivers & Pliers EVA Tray  
> 8 Piece Metric Single Way Gear Spanner Set  
> Measurements: L 675 x W 466 x H 1451mm 
P1902 

PAYMENTPAYMENT
PLAN
AVAILABLE

1899

5

 277 Piece 14 Drawer 26” 

 Workshop Tool Kit 

92 Piece Sockets & Accessories EVA Tray  
36 Piece Hex & TORX® Keys EVA Tray  
30 Piece Combination Spanners EVA Tray  
59 Piece Deep Sockets EVA Tray  
50 Piece TorqueMaster® Screwdrivers & Pliers EVA Tray  
8 Piece Metric Single Way Gear Spanner Set  

NEW LIMITED
STOCK!

P1902

277pce 14 Drawer 26”
92pce  Sockets & Accs EVA Tray.
36pce Hex & TORX Keys EVA Tray.
30pce Combination Spanners EVA 
Tray.
59pce Deep Sockets EVA Tray.                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                         8pce Met Single Way 
Gear Spanner Set                                                                                                                                              
L 675 x W 466 
x H 1451mm                                                                                                                                          
METRIC &                 
IMPERIAL

SALE PRICE

$1899

TERMS & CONDITIONS: Stock subject to availability. No other customer discounts apply. Valid from 1st August - 31st October 2024. 
Warranty subject to Macnaught Terms & Conditions. ©Macnaught Pty Ltd, 2024. Standard minimum order for delivery applies.

FUEL NOZZLE AUTO - ULP 45LPM
L-FNAU
• Up to 45 LPM flow rate (not suitable for 

gravity applications)
• ULP automatic shut off nozzle
• 3/4” BSP (F) inlet
• 13/16” o.d. spout

DIESEL NOZZLE AUTO - HI-FLO 
120LPM
L-ANHF
• Up to 120 LPM flow rate (not suitable for 

gravity applications)
• 1” BSP (F) inlet
• 30mm o.d. spout

R3 COMPRESSED 
AIR/WATER REELS
• Working pressure 250 psi
AW320B-01
3/8” x 20m

AW420B-01
1/2” x 20m

MDT200L

POLY DIESEL TANK 
• Premium quality 12V 

Electric diesel pump kit
• Delivers flow rate of up to 

40 LPM
• 3/4” x 4m delivery hose
• Anti-static hose

MDTN400L

ROTARY VANE PUMP
RVP-01
• Suits both 205 & 60 L 

drums via sliding bung 
adaptor

• Suitable for Diesel, 
Kerosene and oils up to 
SAE90

LUBEMATE PISTOL 
GRIP GREASE GUN 
450G
L-PG450PV
• 450g cartridge or bulk fill
• Develops 48,300 kPa 

(7,000 psi) 
on high pressure setting

• Delivers 0.5 grams per shot

LUBEMATE LEVER 
ACTION GREASE GUN 
450G
L-LG450
• 450g cartridge or bulk fill
• Develops 69,000 kPa 

(10,000 psi)
• Delivers 1 gram per shot

QUICK RELEASE
GREASE COUPLER
• Compact size
• Four jaw design
• Ultralight 85g

L-QRC  (BSP THREAD)
L-QRC-02 (NPT THREAD)

INC
GST

$ 65.00
INC
GST

$120.00INC
GST

$ 50.00

INC
GST

$ 42.00

R3 GARDEN REEL
• Working pressure 150 psi
• Max Temperature 60°C
• UV Stabilised, impact resistant 

case

DR425G-03  
1/2” x 25m - Green

LUBEMATE AIR/WATER 
REEL
• Working pressure 300 psi
• Max Temperature 60°C
• Inlet /Outlet: 1/4” BSP (M)
• Hybrid Polymer Hose

L-AWP1030 
3/8” x 30m 

INC.
GST

$ 360.00

INC.
GST

$ 170.00

C1 WEEDICIDE/PESTICIDE 
REEL
• Working pressure 300 psi
• Chemical resistant PVC hose for 

high durability

C1WD315R-01CB
3/8” x 15m

INC.
GST

$ 290.00

INC.
GST

$ 400.00

INC.
GST

$ 360.00

INC.
GST

$1590.00INC.
GST

$1370.00 INC.
GST

$1790.00

MDT300L

up to
10,000

psi

ALL PURPOSE OIL 
TRANSFER PUMP
MAOP20
• Suits 20L - 25L drums via 

suction tube extender
• 1.8m long delivery hose 

with delivery tube and pump 
drain back facility

INC.
GST

$ 65.00

INC
GST

$ 240.00

INC.
GST

$ 310.00

Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit ready to roar
THE Phillip Island 

Grand Prix Circuit will 
once again roar to life for 
the Qatar Airways Aus-
tralian Motorcycle Grand 
Prix 2024 on October 18-
20.

Works are ramping up at 
the track with many of the 
iconic stands and stages 
under construction.

In addition to the huge 

line-up of international 
and local categories set 
to race, off-track offerings 
will keep fans of all ages 
entertained. 

Lukey’s Lawn, located 
by Turn 9, will be home 
to monster trucks, which 
thrill-seeking fans can 
ride along in for a gravity-
defying experience. 

An all-new Games Zone, 

located near Turn 1, will 
feature axe throwing, re-
action testers, motorbike 
arcade games, and classic 
carnival games like King 
of the Hammer. 

Alongside Gardner 
Straight, outside the expo, 
fans can test their skills 
on the Moto Trainer Of-
ficial MotoGP Licenced 
Simulators.

Leongatha RSL member Rob Wood created this poignant tribute to those who 
have served. A18_4124

Leongatha tribute to 
service personnel

THE MILITARY service 
and sacrifice of locals is 
recognised in a stunning 
new mural adorning the 
outside of the Leongatha 
RSL building.

Local artist and Leon-
gatha RSL member Rob 
Wood was commissioned 
to complete the work.

“The setting sun and 
red poppies which are 
prominent in the mural 
are poignant reminders 
of the sacrifice that has 
been made by our service 

men and women over 
time,” the club’s general 
manager Greg Nugent 
said.

He is delighted Rob’s 
mural has captured the 
respect and reverence as-
sociated with remember-
ing those who served.

The addition of nearby 
purple poppies, along-
side the RSL entrance, 
recognises the sacrifice 
that many animals made 
in assisting our armed 
forces during conflict.

Rob’s work completes 
stage 1 of Leongatha 
RSL’s project to present 
murals that ensure the 
sacrifice of Leongatha 
service personnel during 
conflicts is remembered. 

Stage 2 of the project 
will see the clubhouse 
wall facing the carpark 
transformed into another 
educational canvas.

The mural presentation 
forms part of Leongatha 
RSL’s ‘Community Con-
nection’ plan.

Great deals at South Gippsland Caravans
LOCALLY owned and op-

erated Leongatha business 
South Gippsland Caravans 
offers a great range of cara-
vans, including hybrids, full 
size Australian built mod-
els, and a choice between 
ones suited to on-road, 
semi off-road and full off-
road use.

Ceramic coating of cara-
vans is available on site to 
protect people’s investment, 
as well as installation and 
servicing of caravan diesel 
heaters.

While the business has 
been operating for around 
four years, it was previously 
at a different Leongatha lo-
cation, with owners Kristy 
and Anthony Walls celebrat-
ing the official opening of its 
new Anderson Street prem-
ises on Saturday, October 
12.

There will be specials on 
the day on all caravans.

South Gippsland Cara-
vans stocks a full range of 

caravan and camping acces-
sories and people can grab 
a bargain with 20 per cent 
off that range on the day.

The same Grand Opening 
day-long discount applies to 
Ringers Western wear and 
Ariat clothing.

In addition to its range of 
caravans, South Gippsland 

Caravans also sells cara-
vans on consignment for 
people who want to avoid 
the risks of selling from 
home.

The business is located at 
15 Anderson Street (South 
Gippsland Highway) be-
tween the garden supplies 
business and SG Hire.

The range at South Gippsland Caravans includes 
full size Aussie made models.
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Hyundai Safe Plate Day 
Edneys Hyundai are proud to announce 
Safe Plate Wednesday. 
One-way security screws will be fitted FREE of charge by a qualified Hyundai 
technician, this will help deter thieves from stealing your number plates. 
The screws are a one - way type and are unable to be removed once fitted. 
In Victoria alone last year, there were over 12,000 number plates stolen, over 
half of these were used for petrol theft. 

 

Edneys Hyundai 1 Roughead St, Leongatha 
Wednesday 9th October 10.30am - 2.30pm 

There will be a free Sausage Sizzle  

Book your service on the day and receive 
a FREE Safety Kit valued at $50! 
(Limited) 
BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL AS THERE 
WILL BE LIMITED SPOTS AVAILABLE. 

 

 
CONTACT: Nick McRae 
Phone: (03) 5662 2327 
E-mail: service@edney.com.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FREE Safety Kit 

Hyundai Safe Plate Day

Edneys Hyundai 1 Roughead Street, Leongatha 
Wednesday, October 9 10.30am - 2.30pm
There will be a free Sausage Sizzle

Book your service on the day and receive 
a FREE Safety Kit valued at $50!  
(Limited) 

Edneys Hyundai are proud to announce 
Safe Plate Wednesday. 
One-way security screws will be fitted FREE of charge by a qualified Hyundai 
technician, this will help deter thieves from stealing your number plates.  
The screws are a one - way type and are unable to be removed once fitted.  
In Victoria alone last year, there were over 12,000 number plates stolen,  
over half of these were used for petrol theft.

Hyundai Safe Plate Day 
Edneys Hyundai are proud to announce 
Safe Plate Wednesday. 
One-way security screws will be fitted FREE of charge by a qualified Hyundai 
technician, this will help deter thieves from stealing your number plates. 
The screws are a one - way type and are unable to be removed once fitted. 
In Victoria alone last year, there were over 12,000 number plates stolen, over 
half of these were used for petrol theft. 

 

Edneys Hyundai 1 Roughead St, Leongatha 
Wednesday 9th October 10.30am - 2.30pm 

There will be a free Sausage Sizzle  

Book your service on the day and receive 
a FREE Safety Kit valued at $50! 
(Limited) 
BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL AS THERE 
WILL BE LIMITED SPOTS AVAILABLE. 

 

 
CONTACT: Nick McRae 
Phone: (03) 5662 2327 
E-mail: service@edney.com.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FREE Safety Kit 

BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL AS THERE 
WILL BE LIMITED SPOTS AVAILABLE. 
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CONTACT: Nick McRae  Phone: (03) 5662 2327  Email: service@edney.com.au

The meeting will provide members of the South Gippsland
community with an opportunity to understand more about the

Victorian Health Services Reform and how it shapes your Health
Service into the future. 

All South Gippsland community is welcome to attend. 

Please feel free to submit any questions you may have prior to
the meeting to the details below.

INVITATION TO ATTEND
COMMUNITY MEETING

By: Monday 21 October, 2024
Email: rebecca.shaw@gshs.com.au | Phone: 03 5667 5514

RSVP
*Please note, there will be no virtual meeting arrangements.

GIPPSLAND SOUTHERN
HEALTH SERVICE 

Thursday 24 October from 4.30-6 pm 
Space 47, 47 McCartin Street, Leongatha 

The Gippsland Southern Health Service invites members
of the community to connect with our Executive and
Board at a community meeting on 24 October 2024

Light refreshments will be provided.

By Hilary Stuchbery

JUST when you think you’ve seen 
it all, into the Wonthaggi Men’s Shed 
Fixit Café comes Jessica with her 
vintage sewing machine which be-
longed to her grandmother, and 
which was successfully fixed so that 
Jess can continue using it.

It was a ‘vintage’ session for Sep-
tember because two treasured 
clocks were brought in for Graeme 
to check out and Amanda’s old vio-
lin case was successfully glued by 
Trevor. The aim of WMS Fixit Café 
is to save as much as possible from 
going to landfill, while providing a 
good environment for making com-
munity connections. Tea, coffee and 
cakes are provided and while there 
is no set charge for fixing, a small 
donation is appreciated if this is 
possible.

Apart from varied goods fixed by 
the members of the Men’s Shed, elec-
trical goods can be checked out and 
clothes mended.  Goods must be 
small enough to be carried and it is 
best to book a time with a Fixer by 
calling in or telephoning the Wonthag-
gi Neighbourhood Centre at Mitchell 
House on 5672 3731 between 9.30 
and 4pm. Booking in your item helps 
us try to have someone with the right 
expertise. New volunteers and fixers 
are always welcome.

The next session will be Sunday, 
October 20 between 10am and 12 
noon at the Wonthaggi Men’s Shed, 
found either by walking through 
Apex Park past the play area, or 
by entering the Big W carpark near 
Dan Murphy’s, taking the left hand 
turning past the Goods Shed and 
walking through the Harvest Centre 
Garden.

New life for 
heirlooms at 

WMS Fixit Café

CANDIDATE for the Federal 
seat of Monash Mary Aldred, 
and Senator Bridget McKen-
zie met with representatives 
of the Leongatha Business As-
sociation, the Committee for 
Gippsland and other organisa-
tions in Leongatha on Monday.

The Nationals politician and 
Liberal political aspirant were 
both keen to hear local views 
on what people would like to 
see happen in the area.

Infrastructure, including the 
need for road improvements 
and increased energy resil-
ience, and potential education 
initiatives were among the top-
ics broached during the hour-
long session.

“I know Bridget is going to 

fight hard for Monash making 
sure we get the investment that 
we need in roads, infrastruc-
ture and freight connectivity,” 
Ms Aldred said of her long-
term friend, and Leader of the 
Nationals in the Senate.

“Infrastructure is a primary 
enabler of productivity,” the 
candidate for Monash said.

Senator McKenzie, Shadow 
Minister for Infrastructure, 
Transport and Regional Devel-
opment, comes from Leongatha 
and raised her family there.

“Mary is going to be an abso-
lute fighter for this community 
in Canberra,” the Senator said 
of Ms Aldred, should voters 
provide her with the opportu-
nity.

Leongatha Business Associa-
tion vice president and local 
real estate agency owner Chris-
tie Nelson raised a couple of is-
sues she hears about often.

“Healthcare is the biggest 
thing with clients,” she said, 
with public transport another 
subject that arises.

The Business Association’s 
president Marty Reidy of Yel-
low Brick Road Leongatha, 
highlighted the major deficien-
cies in terms of the reliability 
of electricity supply and mo-
bile phone connectivity in the 
South Gippsland region.

“We keep getting power out-
ages here where we don’t have 
power for two days straight,” 
he said, adding that leads to a 

loss of telecommunications.
Mr Reidy noted the lengthier 

period without power caused 
by February’s storm that dev-
astated Mirboo North, the im-
pact of which was felt more 
widely.

Committee for Gippsland 
CEO Tony Cantwell and mem-
bers of the organisation’s board 
attended Monday’s session.

Mr Cantwell explained the or-
ganisation’s focus is on ways to 
attract regional investment to 
enable infrastructure develop-
ment.

He made it clear the aim is 
to ensure improvement across 
a range of community needs, 
such as road infrastructure, 
port access, and education.

Mary Aldred and Senator Bridget 
McKenzie hear local needs

Senator Bridget McKenzie and candidate for the seat of Monash Mary Aldred (centre of photo) with attendees at Leongatha’s 
Monday gathering. A01_4124
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Wonthaggi Toyota
346 Bass Highway,
Wonthaggi VIC 3995
T (03) 5672 1722
LMCT 8179
wonthaggitoyota.com.au

Leongatha Toyota
7-13 Hughes Street,
Leongatha VIC 3953
T (03) 5662 2302
LMCT 8179
leongathatoyota.com.au

Wonthaggi Toyota Wonthaggi Toyota 

Leongatha Toyota Leongatha Toyota 
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USED VEHICLE SPECIALS

OVER 30 FRESH VEHICLES NOW IN STOCK

* Disclaimer: If the price does not contain the notation that it is “Driveaway*”, the price may not include additional costs, such as stamp duty and other government charges.

OVER 30 FRESH VEHICLES NOW IN STOCK

WE BUY WE BUY 
CARS!CARS!

2024 Toyota Yaris GR 

60,990 
2,050kms, 6 speed CVT manual 
hatch DBA 110

DRIVE 
AWAY

23,990
73,636kms, 7 speed sports auto hatch 
SN: W101895

DRIVE 
AWAY

OVER 30 FRESH VEHICLES NOW IN STOCK

FINANCE 
AVAILABLE 

2020 MG HS Essence 

24,990 
28,824 kms, 7 speed CVT auto SUV  
SN: L101232   

DRIVE 
AWAY

18,990
211,000kms, 6 speed sports auto 4x4 
wagon SN: W101876

DRIVE 
AWAY

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2014 Holden 
Commodore SV6 Storm 

2020 Volkswagen 
Golf 110TSI Comfortline 

hatch DBA 110hatch DBA 110

2024 Ford Ranger Wildtrak 

69,990 
13,442kms, 10 speed CVT auto 4x4 
double cab CYU 878 

DRIVE 
AWAY

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2012 Hyundai iX35 Active 

13,990
127,109kms, 6 speed CVT auto SUV 
SN: L101216

DRIVE 
AWAY

2012 Hyundai iX35 Active 2012 Hyundai iX35 Active 

FINANCE 
AVAILABLE 

15,990
100,372kms, 6 speed sports auto 
hatch SN: W101768

DRIVE 
AWAY

2016 Kia Cerato S 

15,990 DRIVE 
2016 Kia Cerato S 2016 Kia Cerato S 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

36,990
49,898kms, 7 speed CVT auto SUV 
SN: W101883

DRIVE 
AWAY 23,99036,990DRIVE 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2020 Volkswagen 
Golf 110TSI Comfortline Golf 110TSI Comfortline Golf 110TSI Comfortline 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2020 Volkswagen 2020 Volkswagen 
Golf 110TSI Comfortline Golf 110TSI Comfortline Golf 110TSI Comfortline 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2021 Subaru Forester 2.5i S5 

13,990
122,593kms, 6 speed sports auto 
hatch SN: W101855

DRIVE 
AWAY

100,372kms, 6 speed sports auto 
hatch SN: W101768

13,990 DRIVE 

SN: W101883hatch SN: W101768

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2015 Holden Cruze SRi-V JH 

16,990
156,288kms, 4 speed sports auto 
super cab SN: W101718

DRIVE 
AWAY

SN: W101883SN: W101883

16,990

SN: W101883

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2009 Ford Falcon XR6 

25,990
15,455kms, 6 speed auto SUV 
SN: W101869

DRIVE 
AWAY

2021 Hyundai Venue Active 

SN: W101895

2021 Hyundai Venue Active 2021 Hyundai Venue Active 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

23,990
86,867kms, 6 speed sports auto SUV 
SN: W101764

DRIVE 
AWAY

211,000kms, 6 speed sports auto 4x4 

23,990DRIVE 

211,000kms, 6 speed sports auto 4x4 
wagon SN: W101876

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2019 Hyundai Kona Go 

2019 Toyota Camry Ascent 

33,990
62,566kms, 6 speed CVT auto sedan 
SN:L101194    

DRIVE 
AWAY

2019 Toyota Camry Ascent 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

127,109kms, 6 speed CVT auto SUV 
SN: L101216

2024 Toyota Rav4 GXL 

50,990 
5kms, 10 speed CVT auto SUV 
SN: L101206 

DRIVE 
AWAY

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

SN:L101194    SN:L101194    SN:L101194    

2017 Volkswagen 
Amarok TD1550 Highline 

33,990 
113,801kms, 8 speed CVT auto 4x4 
dual cab  SN: L101170

DRIVE 
AWAY

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2022 Toyota Landcruiser VX 

106,990
92,354kms, 10 speed CVT auto 4x4 
SUV SN: L101207

DRIVE 
AWAY

SN: L101232   SN: L101232   

2022 Toyota Landcruiser VX 

SN: L101232   SN: L101232   

2022 Toyota Landcruiser VX 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

FINANCE FINANCE 

2024 Toyota Yaris GR 2012 Hyundai iX35 Active 2012 Hyundai iX35 Active 

AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

USED VEHICLE SPECIALS

AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 
FINANCE FINANCE 

AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

2020 MG HS Essence 2020 MG HS Essence 2020 MG HS Essence 2020 MG HS Essence 

FINANCE FINANCE 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 
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THURSDAY 17TH OCTOBER 2024
6PM - 8PM      

SUPPLIER DEMONSTRATIONS
GIVEAWAYS & PRIZES
LIGHT FOOD & REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED
SPECIALS ON THE NIGHT & MUCH MORE!

Ladies NightLadies NightLadies Night
ENTRY

FEE
5$

CAPEVIEW
2 Cusack Rd, Leongatha.

Ph: (03) 5662 5666
We have partnered with the

McGrath Foundation,
raising money for much needed

Breast Care Nurses.

SCAN HERE
TO MAKE
A DONATION

ENTRY FEE & RAFFLE TICKET SALES WILL BE
DONATED TO MCGRATH FOUNDATION.

VICTORIA is gearing up for another chal-
lenging grass pollen season, with predictions 
indicating that 2024 will be similar to last 
year’s high pollen levels, posing significant 
risks for people with hay fever and asthma. 

AirHealth, the organisation responsible 
for the Melbourne Pollen monitoring pro-
gram, in partnership with the University of 
Melbourne, is advising Victorians to pre-
pare for a season characterised by fluctu-
ating conditions that could impact both the 
timing and severity of pollen levels.

The dry winter and below-average soil 
moisture, particularly in western Victoria, 
may delay the start of the season, but if pre-
dicted rainfall arrives between October and 
December, a rapid increase in grass growth 
could lead to frequent high and extreme pol-
len days later in the season. 

Dr Edwin Lampugnani, Chief Operating 
and Scientific Officer of AirHealth, com-
mented: “At this stage we are expecting a 
bigger than average grass pollen season, 
one which is similar to last year.

“Our team is closely monitoring environ-
mental conditions to provide the most accu-
rate and up-to-date information. The Mel-
bourne Pollen App is an essential tool that 
empowers all Victorians to manage their 
exposure to pollen and make informed de-
cisions about their health,” he said.

National Asthma Council Australia Direc-
tor and respiratory physician Professor Pe-
ter Wark said the best defence that Melbour-
nians with allergies and asthma can have as 
they head into thunderstorm asthma season 
is good day to day control of their asthma. 

“Most people with asthma over the age 
of six years should be using a preventer to 
keep their asthma under control. A blue re-
liever inhaler (puffer) does not stop the in-
flammation that causes asthma and will not 
prevent an asthma attack. 

“Now is the time to check in with your GP 
and make sure you are on the best treat-
ment to control your asthma and know 
what to do during a spring thunderstorm or 
asthma emergency.

“Even people with hay fever, who have nev-
er had asthma, should see their GP if they 
experience worsening asthma symptoms 
like breathlessness, wheezing and tightness 
in the chest,” he said. 

For those who suffer from hay fever or 
asthma, it’s important to prepare for the 
upcoming season:
• �Stay Informed: Keep an eye on daily pol-

len forecasts via the Melbourne Pollen 
App and enable notifications to manage 
exposure. 
Users of the Melbourne Pollen App, avail-

able on both the Apple and Google Play 
Store, can receive notifications about high 
grass pollen forecast days. You can also fol-
low the Melbourne Pollen team on X (for-
mally Twitter) and Facebook for updates.
• �See your GP: The National Asthma Coun-

cil Australia recommends taking your in-
haled corticosteroid ‘preventer’ medicine 
as prescribed and make an appointment 
for an asthma review to ensure your writ-
ten asthma action plan is up to date.

• �Adjust Plans: Be aware of the potential for 
high pollen days and thunderstorm asth-
ma warnings.

Another challenging 
grass pollen season

HAVING recently taken 
charge of the Korumburra 
Medical Centre as its sole 
director, Dr Floyd Gomes is 
determined to help elderly 
people remain in their homes, 
where possible, through in-
tegration of their healthcare 
and social care.

He explained that approach 
is becoming increasingly pop-
ular in a number of countries 
and is supported by the World 
Health Organisation.

Dr Gomes stressed the aim 
is to bring as many services 
as possible to the home.

Telehealth is one way to con-
nect with elderly medical clin-
ic patients and what happens 
in their home, helping form 
a link with carers and other 
service providers.

While many elderly people 
would be unable to use tele-
health services on their own, 
the assistance of carers al-
lows that to happen.

Making that connection be-
tween social and medical care 
services is a key ingredient in 
helping older people remain 
at home, accessing medical 
services through the GP clinic 
and staying out of hospital 
unless necessary.

“The government’s support-
ing home care but that needs 

to link with their healthcare,” 
Dr Gomes said.

He detailed how involving 
carers in medical discussions 
is beneficial.

“If that person who comes to 
your home as a carer is linked 
in to those conversations, 
with your consent, that’s very 
helpful and at that point they 
become a patient advocate.”

If a carer is aware of an el-
derly person’s chronic dis-
ease care plan, that carer is 
well positioned to help when 
needed, knowing what to do.

The connection between 
those providing in-home ser-
vices and GPs also increases 
the chances of elderly people 
receiving prompt treatment 
when required without being 
hospitalised unnecessarily.

Dr Gomes said the relation-
ship gives carers “a point of 
escalation” when an urgent 
situation arises, encouraging 
carers to take the elderly per-
son to the medical clinic if an 
ambulance is not needed. 

That contrasts with alterna-
tives such as simply reporting 
the situation or the patient 
having to go to hospital for is-
sues that can be addressed by 
a GP.

Dr Gomes gave the example 
of a patient in Hastings, where 

he still practises as a GP, hav-
ing a fall at home, with her 
carer bringing her to the clinic 
that morning, enabling her to 
get prompt medical attention.

The doctor then discussed 
the patient’s needs with the 
carer, such as the require-
ment for a higher commode 
chair, with the carer also tak-
ing her for an X-ray and blood 
tests.

Another carer brought her 
in the next day for a follow-up 
appointment.

With the patient having no 
injuries requiring hospitalisa-
tion, the connection between 
social carers and medical 
clinic practitioners allowed 
the elderly person to remain 
in her home.

That approach reduces anx-
iety for the elderly person and 
prevents a hospital bed being 
occupied unnecessarily.

Building trust in a person’s 
life around a service is the key 
to success.

“If you fail that, in the heat 
of the moment in the middle 
of the night when someone 
falls over or whatever it may 
be, you lose everything at that 
moment,” Dr Gomes said. 

He explained that without the 
patient’s trust in available sup-
port services, an ambulance 

would be called.
The paramedics being un-

aware of those support ser-
vices would likely take the 
person to hospital when their 
condition wouldn’t otherwise 
warrant that.

Dr Gomes said close associ-
ation with carers, physios and 
other in-home service provid-
ers also enables GPs to learn 
more about patients and their 
needs.

Mark & Sylvie’s Home Care 
has been brought to Korum-
burra Medical Centre and is 
an approved provider of gov-
ernment home care packages.

Dr Gomes explained that 
whereas he used to do in-
home visits as a GP, the system 
in Australia is not designed to 
support that, requiring GPs to 
make such visits in their own 
time, such as when they are 
on their way home.

With many older patients 
unable to get to a medi-
cal clinic on their own, that 
boosts the importance of 
medical practitioners being 
integrated with other service 
providers.

There will be a public talk 
about the integrated health 
approach on October 22 at 
the Korumburra Community 
Hub.

Integrated services for 
elderly in Korumburra

Retiring guide dog Nixon and owner Nina Smith celebrate 
Nixon’s career with other members of the Milpara Singers. 
A01_4024

MILPARA Singers held a 
special party recently for re-
tiring guide dog Nixon at Ko-
rumburra Library.

Owner Nina Smith, a mem-
ber of the group, said Nixon is 
turning eight in January, having 
worked as her guide dog for six 
years, explaining he has had a 
few health issues and is tired.

“He’s hanging up his har-
ness and I’m going to keep 
him as a pet for the rest of his 
life,” she said.

Nina will get a new guide dog 
when the matching process is 
complete and doesn’t expect 
Nixon to have any difficulty ad-
justing to a more leisurely life-
style and a new working dog in 
the home, looking forward to 
the pair playing together.

Nixon, an ambassador for 
‘TravelPaws’, a travel support 
network for people with assis-
tance dogs, finished his work-
ing days last Tuesday with a 

flight to Sydney.
He is no stranger to aircraft 

cabins, his adventures includ-
ing a couple of overseas trips 
to Japan and New Zealand.

Asked how Nixon is received 
by other passengers, Nina 
said the reaction is generally 
one of excitement.

Nixon is featured online at 
travelpaws.org and the web-
site offers handy advice for 
those keen to travel with an 
assistance dog.

The Milpara Singers got into 
the party spirit for the canine 
of honour, wearing impressive 
pointy hats made by group 
member Belinda Nelson.

“We’re an elite group of sing-
ers,” Nina joked.

In reality, the singing ses-
sions are laid back and every-
one is welcome, with people 
encouraged to join the fun. 
Drop into Korumburra Library 
at 1.30pm on Wednesdays.

Nixon’s service celebrated in Korumburra with singers
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Your house 
is your home.
Don't let transitioning to a care facility 
be the only option.
Mark & Sylvie's Home Care understands how important home is. 
That's why we offer personalised support, allowing you to live 
independently at home in familiar surroundings.

Our friendly caregivers go beyond daily living assistance. We 
provide an integrated approach by coordinating with your GP.

Make the switch to Mark & Sylvie’s today and enjoy 
healthy independence.

Call 1300 888 256 

We’re at Korumburra Medical Centre!

We’re looking for dedicated 
and compassionate carers in 

Korumburra

Join our award winning team:
contact@mshomecare.com.au

• Competitive pay
• Reimbursements for travel
• Training and education
• Flexible working arrangements

My Aged Care NavigationMy Aged Care Navigation
Korumburra Community Hub
Tuesday 22 October, 10:00 AM -11:00 AM
Learn everything you need to know about My Aged Care:

• What Home Care Packages are and how they work.
• Understanding the My Aged Care registration and 

assessment process.
• Tips on maximising your Home Care Package benefits.

Home Care Manager, Hilde Aschehoug, will be available to 
answer any questions. Light refreshments will be served.

RSVP: Call 1300 888 256 or email us at 
contact@mshomecare.com.au

FREE!
Hilde
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FORBES
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GOOD GOVERNENCE

ES
VOTE

BETTER PLANNING

Authorised by Jim Forbes PO Box 117 Poowong

ENHANCED RECREATION
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SMARTER RATES

YOUR VOICE FOR:

STRZELECKI WARD

BACK TO BASICS

All over Australia, homeowners are saving money with a free home

loan health check.

How much could you save? Call Penelope on 03 5674 2800 to Þnd

out more.

Community Bank • Inverloch

The Norris's saved $5,772

last year on their home loan!*

*Amount saved was annual payments reduction on an owner-occupier home loan when repayments dropped by $481 a month from lower interest rate and loan restructure. Actual savings will depend on
individual circumstances. All loans are subject to the bank's normal lending criteria. Fees, charges, terms and conditions apply and are subject to change. Credit provided by Bendigo and Adelaide Bank
Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 Australian Credit Licence 237879. A1963170 OUT_40718145, 01/10/2024

All over Australia, homeowners are saving money with a free home

loan health check.

How much could you save? Call Penelope on 03 5674 2800 to Þnd

out more.

Community Bank • Inverloch

The Norris's saved $5,772

last year on their home loan!*
All over Australia, homeowners are saving 
money with a free home loan health check.

How much could you save? Call Penelope 
on 03 5674 2800 to fi nd out more.

The Norris’s saved $5,772
last year on their home loan!*

Community Bank • Inverloch
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Greenhills Community Benevolent Society scholarships awarded
THE Greenhills 

Benevolent Society 
Incorporated held a 
Morning Tea for the 
successful recipients 
of the 2024 tertiary 
and apprenticeship 
scholarships. 

Seven recipents 
and their families at-
tended the Poowong 
Public Hall Supper 
Room for a presen-
tation. Organisers 
would like to thank 
all those who partici-
pated. 

Recipients also in-
cluded Ebony Beec-
roft, Zac Gray, Eydie 
Johnson, Danielle 
Lorkin, Yahnika  
Mandemaker, Jarrah 
Standish, but no pho-
tos were supplied.

Alex Hendhall

Keeley Johnson

Bailey Peacock

Lara Standish

Camryn Olsen

Megan LeServe

Charlie Hall

Shaelyn  
Connell-Rohde

Joshua McNally

Taj Vass

JOIN Police, SES and your lo-
cal Wonthaggi Bunnings team as 
they change screws on your reg-
istration plates to prevent num-
ber plate crime, and provide 
valuable educational informa-
tion regarding locking up your 
valuables, homes and vehicles. 

In light of recent crime, Bass 
Coast Police are urging resi-
dents to ensure their items are 
out of sight and safely secured.

There will be activities for the 
kids, a sausage sizzle and infor-
mative fun for all.

Head to Bunnings Wonthaggi 
between 10am and 1pm on No-
vember 9.

And remember, #9pmroutine.

SAFEPL8’s and #9pmroutineBroadening 
the horizons of 

Gippsland’s youth
AN Innovative learning part-

nership is set to give second-
ary school students across 
Bass Coast Shire and South 
Gippsland Shire Council new 
insights into local industry, jobs 
and career opportunities, ignit-
ing aspirations and helping to 
prepare tomorrow’s workforce.

Originating in 2013, Broad-
ening Horizons was created 
to address the unique chal-
lenges faced by students in 
Gippsland compared to their 
peers in metro Melbourne, in-
cluding lower school comple-
tion rates, and higher youth 
unemployment.

More than 10 years on, the 
program has been reimagined 
through consultation with in-
dustry, education and com-
munity leaders. Building on 
its success in offering real-life 
work-based learning opportu-
nities for Gippsland’s youth, 
the program has been adapted 
to include formal work experi-
ence opportunities for Year 9 
and 10 students.

“Broadening Horizons en-
gages students in career con-
versations early, providing 
students in Years 7 through 
to 10 with exposure to ca-
reer options and industries in 
Gippsland,” said Wendy Tay-
lor, Broadening Horizons Co-
ordinator, South Gippsland 
Bass Coast LLEN.

“The program has been 
proven to increase student 
engagement in their learning, 
through bridging the gap be-
tween the classroom and the 
workplace.

“During the program deliv-
ery, students learn about 21st 
century skills and the design 
thinking framework, then ap-
ply their learning to solve a 
real-world challenge present-
ed by their industry partner.”

The benefits flow both ways, 
with local industry having a 
great platform to engage with 
young people on a range of 
important issues, attracting 
young people to their industry 
and providing mentoring op-
portunities for their own staff.

A program launch will be 
held on Thursday, October 17 
in Leongatha, where interested 
schools, industry and commu-
nity members can learn more 
about Broadening Horizons, 
and how to become involved. 

To join, register your at-
tendance eventbrite.com.
au/e /broadening-horizons -
p r o g r a m - l a u n c h - t i c k -
ets-1021382551707.

CUC and Wonthaggi Rotary Club working together
FOR the second year running 

Country Universities Centre 
(CUC) Bass Coast is partnering 
with the Rotary Club of Wonthag-
gi to deliver the Annual Primary 
School Public Speaking Compe-
tition. 

The free community event will 
be held on Thursday, October 17 
from 6-8 pm at the Wonthaggi 
Union Community Arts Centre. 
The competition gives students 
an opportunity to express their 
ideas for the future whilst de-
veloping firsthand their public 
speaking and communication 
skills.

Eleven Bass Coast primary 

schools have nominated one 
student from Grade 5 or 6 to  
participate. Community mem-
bers are all invited to attend and 
see the calibre of the talented stu-
dents as they captivate audiences 
with their skills, confidence, and 
bright ideas. 

CUC Education Program Co-
ordinator, Amanda McMahon 
said, “Engaging local schools and 
supporting teachers to build the 
skills and capacity of students 
was a strength of the program 
this year. The students shared 
their ideas and thoughts in a 
mature and well-structured way. 
I look forward to hearing the  

finalists on October 17 and wel-
come any community members 
to hear these inspiring students 
speak.”

Wonthaggi Rotary Club Im-
mediate Past President Nicky 
Chung, commended CUC for the 
development of resources and 
targeted sessions across local 
primary schools to build stu-
dents’ confidence and support 
teaching staff to help build confi-
dence in public speaking. 

“The Rotary Club of Wonthaggi 
is thrilled to collaborate with the 
Country University Centre (CUC) 
in Wonthaggi. Their involvement 
has significantly enhanced our 

public speaking competition by 
mentoring over 700 primary 
school students and providing 
opportunities for CUC student 
ambassadors to mentor and 
serve on the judging panel.” 

CUC Bass Coast is open for ac-
cess to registered students seven 
days a week, providing high-
speed technology, academic men-
toring and support. The study 
space allows students to network 
with others to create a community 
learning environment and reduce 
isolation while studying remotely. 
For more information, please give 
the team a call on 0472 741 451 
or visit cucbasscoast.edu.au
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Wonthaggi Mitsubishi 
346 Bass Highway, Wonthaggi VIC 3995
T (03) 5672 1122    LMCT 8179
www.wonthaggimitsubishi.com.au          

Leongatha Mitsubishi
1 Hughes Street, Leongatha VIC 3953
T (03) 5662 4088    LMCT 8179
www.leongathamitsubishi.com.au

Do your thing and do it in outlandish style. Reimagined, redesigned and remarkably redefined, the all-new Outlander
with Super-All Wheel Control* gives you the freedom to be yourself, wherever you want to be. Its powerful presence,

impressive stance and intuitive technology inspire confidence wherever the journey takes you.

*AWD models only. Conditions apply. Excludes Government, Rental and National Business customers. See Mitsubishi-motors.com.au for further details. 10 Year/200,000km New Car Warranty (whichever occurs first and when all scheduled services are completed at a Mitsubishi Dealership). 10 Year/150,000km Capped Price Servicing (whichever 
occurs first). Includes the first 10 regular services (at 15,000km/12 month scheduled intervals). Some items excluded or subject to separate warranty. Any non-regular service/repair items are at an additional cost, Servicing must be completed by a Mitsubishi Dealer within 7,500kms or 6 months of the service due date. Valid from date of vehicle 
registration. Always consult your authorised Mitsubishi Dealer for the latest details, options, availability and conditions on New Vehicle Warranty. Exceed model shown. MMA2307

XX STREET ST, SUBURB, STATE
HOMETOWNMITSUBISHI.COM.AU | 1300 911 850JA
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Do your thing and do it in outlandish style. Reimagined, redesigned and remarkably redefined, the all-new Outlander
with Super-All Wheel Control* gives you the freedom to be yourself, wherever you want to be. Its powerful presence,

impressive stance and intuitive technology inspire confidence wherever the journey takes you.

*AWD models only. Conditions apply. Excludes Government, Rental and National Business customers. See Mitsubishi-motors.com.au for further details. 10 Year/200,000km New Car Warranty (whichever occurs first and when all scheduled services are completed at a Mitsubishi Dealership). 10 Year/150,000km Capped Price Servicing (whichever 
occurs first). Includes the first 10 regular services (at 15,000km/12 month scheduled intervals). Some items excluded or subject to separate warranty. Any non-regular service/repair items are at an additional cost, Servicing must be completed by a Mitsubishi Dealer within 7,500kms or 6 months of the service due date. Valid from date of vehicle 
registration. Always consult your authorised Mitsubishi Dealer for the latest details, options, availability and conditions on New Vehicle Warranty. Exceed model shown. MMA2307

XX STREET ST, SUBURB, STATE
HOMETOWNMITSUBISHI.COM.AU | 1300 911 850

* Off er Valid on the purchase of any new or demonstrator vehicle sold from 01.09.2024 until 31.10.2024 and delivered by 31.10.2024. Not valid in conjunction with any other off er. 
$5,000 Flight Centre Voucher is not redeemable for cash. Winner will be drawn at the dealership on 15.11.2024. Winners will be notifi ed by phone. Only vehicles in stock are eligible. LMCT 8179

You could win a $5,000 Flight Centre Voucher*You could win a You could win a $5,000 Flight Centre VoucherYou could win a Flight Centre VoucherFlight Centre VoucherFlight Centre VoucherFlight Centre Voucher

SPRING SUPER SALE:  Plenty of stock • Great deals • Finance available

Purchase any New or Demonstrator vehicle from September 1 until October 31, 2024 to go into the draw.

The saga of McBride
I SHARE with many residents of Won-

thaggi, the frustration with the ongoing 
Saga of McBride Campus, Bass Coast 
College. Or should that be non-saga as 
sagas usually have plenty of action while 
this particular issue seems to be nota-
ble for its distinct lack of action. 

Let’s imagine what could fit on this 
large site.

A part could be affordable and public 
housing suitable for the elderly to the 
very young. Units of easy access for the 
less able, HMOs (House of multiple oc-
cupation – separate ensuite rooms with 
shared kitchen/living) and larger units 
for families, with some emergency ac-
commodation and even units for some 
of the 50+ homeless teens currently 
in Wonthaggi. Long/short term accom-
modation to help with the housing 
shortage for essential workers includ-
ing seasonal and new workers on job 
probation to help boost our economy. 
Add shared open space, a community 
garden, thoughtful architecture and as 
most residents will not need a car, be-
ing so close to the CBD; there could be 
shared EV transport.

Ok now let’s think bigger! 
Wonthaggi needs a cultural hub to fit 

its status as the regional centre.
Here we could have a gallery, with an 

easily accessible, small office facilities, 
a drop-in youth hub, a café to provide 
training for vulnerable youth, with a 
centre for activities to foster new social 
connections between residents. There 
could be a craft hub to sell craft items 
and produce from local gardens. 

Other towns have done many of these 
but what could make this site unique 
would be the bringing together in one 
interconnected place all the activities 
as well as provide much needed homes 
in a specific, low energy, sustainable 
designed site. It could be a community 

project drawing on expertise from our 
whole community. It would mean when 
you said you were from Wonthaggi they 
didn’t say “Where?” but “Oh there, how 
lucky you are!” 

Glenda Minty, Candidate for Western 
Port Ward

Still no Phillip Island 
Aquatic Centre

THE Bass Coast Shire Council con-
tinues to disappoint the Phillip Island 
community by removing Aquatics from 
the Ten-Year Financial Plan, and remov-
ing Aquatics from the Advocacy Strat-
egy, which is the means by which Coun-
cil advocates for grants from State and 
Federal governments.

Recently Yarra Leisure, the Council-
managed Leisure Centres in the City 
of Yarra, commissioned a consulting 
group ActiveXchange to examine the 
Social Value of operating their three 
Aquatic and Leisure Centres – Fitzroy 
Swimming Pool, Richmond Recreation 
Centre and Collingwood Leisure Cen-
tre.

Their modelling estimates that across 
the three centres, the average Social 
Value in the last Financial Year was 
$5.07 million. Benefits examined in-
cluded Mental Health, Chronic or De-
mentia programs and Learn To Swim.

So, if you consider these Social Value 
benefits per year, multiplied over the 
life of the facility, it seems clear that it 
is cheaper to build and operate these 
facilities, than to say ‘Nothing To See 
Here’.

It is unfortunate that while our Shire 
reported in last year’s Annual Report it 
cost ratepayers $1.845 million to op-
erate our recreation and aquatics, they 
are currently tendering for a future  

organisation to operate them. Why 
can’t our Shire look at other alterna-
tives, just like the City of Yarra?

Have you seen the Cowes Recreation 
Reserve Football/Cricket ground re-
cently? It looks like a mangy dog. If it 
was my dog, I’d have it put down. In 
the past year or so Council spent hun-
dreds of thousands of our rates im-
proving the playing surface. It came up 
a treat. Now, because of the success of 
the Football/Netball club in recruiting 
new members, across all ages and with 
both male and female teams, the grass 
is worn out. Solution – develop a new 
oval at the land allocated – CA79. It’s a 
no brainer.

Don Turner, San Remo
 

Don’t vote for  
more of the same

I AM informed that this (attached Labor 
‘how to vote’ letter) is how the local Labor 
movement is suggesting voters should be 
voting. They want it to be a political com-
petition, not based on the ability of the 
candidate or the needs of the community.

Labour directive: “Encourage friends 
and neighbours to support: Our very own 
Cr Leticia Laing (Bunurong Ward), Labor-
aligned Inverloch local Caitlyn Robertson 
(Bunurong Ward), Conservationist John 
Temby (Westernport Ward), Serial Greens 
candidate Mat Morgan (Bunurong Ward)”.

“Warn friends and neighbours not to 
support: Former Liberal Cr Rochelle Hal-
stead (Westernport Ward), former Liberal 
Meg Edwards (Bunurong Ward), Alan 
Brown-backed Liberal proxy Prudence 
Scholtes (Bunurong Ward)”.

So, if you want the same old equity, 
diversity, inclusivity, reconciliation, LG-
BTQIA and Climate Change that we have 
had shoved down our throats over the 

last four years, then vote as above.
If you want a change of direction to 

roads, rates, rubbish, recreation, foot-
paths, drains, parking, beach reconstruc-
tion and transparency, vote 1 Rochelle 
Halstead, 2 Jan Thompson, 3 Nikole 
Shellekens (Western Port). 1 Meg Ed-
wards, 2 Les Larke, 3 Prudence Scholtes 
(Bunurong). 1 John Trigt, 2 Darrell Silver 
3 Ron Bauer. (Island).

Rob Parsons, The Gurdies

Copy of Labor Party letter
HEADED ‘Victorian Labor, and signed 

by branch secretary Tully Fletcher the let-
ter starts “Dear Friends, a quick update 
on local government elections in Bass.

Here’s the best information we have 
right now about candidates in Bass 
Coast. The VEC has published the full list 
of candidates and their statements here.

Encourage friends and neighbours to 
support:

* Our very own Cr Leticia Laing 
(Bunurong Ward)

* Labor-aligned Inverloch local Caitlyn 
Robertson (Bunurong Ward)

* Conservationist John Temby (West-
ernport Ward)

* Serial Greens candidate Mat Morgan 
(Bunurong Ward)

Warn friends and neighbours not to 
support:

* Former Liberal Cr Rochelle Halstead 
(Westernport Ward)

* Former Liberal Meg Edwards 
(Bunurong Ward)

* Alan Brown-backed Liberal proxy Pru-
dence Scholtes (Bunurong Ward)

If you have further information to share 
about local government candidates across 
Bass please let me know ASAP and I’ll cir-
culate an update to members.

In solidarity, Tully Fletcher, Secretary

YOUR SAY Email your letters to news@sgst.com.au
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COMMENT

Blood on their  
hands if road  
funding cut

Who writes the articles?
IT IS concerning that the Sentinel-

Times does not include bylines (author 
names) on its articles. The Australian 
Press Council’s ‘Statements of Prin-
ciples’ emphasise the need to avoid or 
disclose conflicts of interest to ensure 
they don’t influence published content. 
Without knowing the authors, how can 
we discern whether we’re reading biased 
opinion pieces or well-researched jour-
nalism?

Many community members, includ-
ing myself, have submitted articles that 
were published verbatim without any 
attribution or little change, if any. One 
article I did ask for my name to be at-
tributed as it was clearly an opinion. In 
an age of widespread ‘disinformation’ 
(deliberate manipulation or misleading 
information), trust in the information 
we receive is crucial.

We need transparent and accurate 
journalism to keep us informed socially 
and politically. To achieve this, it’s es-
sential to know who is behind the con-
tent. Please provide transparency and 
instil trust by naming your authors and 
including bylines on all your articles.

Cait McMahon, Inverloch

Editor: Cait McMahon makes a good 
point in her letter about bylines, and we 
have reviewed our practices as a result. 
But we won’t be attaching bylines to con-
tributed articles or articles that are sim-
ply a report of an event, unless attribu-
tion is necessary.

What’s with the  
Leongatha footbridge?

ANYONE wandering in the vicinity of 
the Leongatha railyards redevelopment 
will see a pile of dirt, approximately 10 
metres high, with a new concrete path 
zigzagging to the top, apparently going to 
nowhere.

Further examination suggests it will 
lead to where a future footbridge will join 
a walkway between the shops into Bair 
Street. Seems this will be in place of the 
large steel footbridge which was pulled 
down some years ago.

This zigzag path may be a novelty once 
or twice, but I can’t imagine many us-
ing it in preference to the footpath to the 
north or the quiet roadway to the south.

I’m guessing council will say it’s to do 
with the required gradient and compli-
ance etc, etc. Maybe we could ask coun-
cil about this, the cost involved and what 
other options there were, but council 
doesn’t really like to answer questions 
and it is usually hard to get a straight 
answer.

So, I’m hoping whoever gets elected to 
council will bring back questions from 

THE number of lives lost on Vic-
torian roads so far this year stands 
at 213, down 2.3 per cent for the 
same period last year when there 
had been 218 deaths, but 2023 fin-
ished with the highest road toll in 
15 years, at 296.

Regrettably, we’re still in sight of 
that awful number.

Rural roads have accounted for 
108 of those deaths so far, down 13 
per cent on the same time last year 
but still above the five-year average 
of 102 for this time of the year.

Rural roads tend to be the loca-
tion for more road accidents than 
cities, despite the lower population, 
for a number of reasons, including:
• �Lack of safety infrastructure such 

as barriers, adequate lighting, or 
warning signs.

• �Limited emergency services.
• �Weather conditions causing road 

quality to deteriorate more quick-
ly.

• �Sharp curves, poor visibility and 
less predictable conditions in-
cluding wildlife on roads.

• �Rural areas often require longer 
travel distances, leading to driver 
fatigue.

• �Lack of alternative transport.
Drink driving, drug driving and 

distractions including mobile 
phones are also a factor.

Where any of these factors can be 
controlled, whether it’s by adjusting 
your own driver behaviour, police 
presence and enforcement, public 
education, improvement to road 
conditions and the introduction 
of preventative measures includ-
ing traffic lights, roundabouts and 
side-road activation signs; attention 
to these measures must be taken 
very seriously.

Because one life saved, means 
avoiding the unimaginable grief and 
loss that fatal collisions create.

Which is why it is so alarming to 
hear that the State Government has 
been skimming off Federal funds 
meant to fix black spots across the 
state to feed the $41 billion in blow-
outs on mega-projects in the city.

According to Shadow Minister 
for Roads and Road Safety, Danny 
O’Brien, the Member for Gippsland 
South, a Ministerial brief has 
confirmed the government has 
skimmed 8.5 per cent off a Federal 
Black Spots Funding Program that 
was meant to improve safety on re-
gional roads.

It follows a government survey last 
year which found that 91 per cent 
of roads were in a “poor” or “very 
poor” state.

“The roads maintenance budget 
is 16 per cent less than it was in 
2020 and the amount of resurfacing 
works this year will drop by two-
thirds, condemning our roads to a 
worse state in the future,” said Mr 
O’Brien.

As much as we are warned to 
“drive to the conditions”, poorly 
maintained roads lead directly to 
deaths on our roads which is why 
government departments can’t sim-
ply spend like drunken sailors with-
out counting the cost.

If there’s one more death on rural 
roads this year as a result of cuts to 
funding, it’s too high a price to pay 
for government waste and misman-
agement.

the gallery at council meetings, public 
presentations and do away with council’s 
confidential meetings so everybody can 
know what is going on.

Steve Finlay, Candidate Coastal  
Promontory Ward, South Gippsland 
Shire Council

Councillor integrity
IN RECENT months I was fortunate in 

having an article printed in this paper by 
the editor. One reader took the time to re-
spond to my concerns about the integrity 
of some Councillors, and I now thank that 
person.

Last year I moved from the Inverloch area 
to North Wonthaggi and have found myself 
to be in another Ward. Upon advice from 
the editor of this paper and the above read-
er, I contacted a current sitting councillor 
who is standing for re-election in Novem-
ber. I sent a very long email to this Coun-
cillor and the response I received was ex-
tremely prompt, with honest and detailed 
answers to all my questions. This paper 
advised readers with concerns on who to 
vote for in the coming November election, 
to contact sitting members who are stand-
ing for re-election, ask them what they have 
done and will do if re-elected.

I am now able to understand why very 
little was mentioned by councillors re-
garding the recent EOA, and that our may-
or, had the authority to make public state-
ments, but chose not to do so and other 
councillors were under a gag by Council 
Governance rules. I will offer my apolo-
gies to the few Councillors who I may have 
wrongly offended.

I strongly advise all rate payers who have 
concerns of who to vote for to follow the 
path I undertook and to follow the advice 
given by other readers and this paper. Ini-
tially this person was not included on my 
list of who to vote for. Now they will be Num-
ber 1 on my list, and I will follow the printed 
preferences on the voting pamphlet.

Geoff Moore, North Wonthaggi

Correcting misinformation  
in Bunurong ward

FOR those who aren’t on social media, 
I’ve recently posted a video addressing 
some abuse and misinformation being 
peddled about my council campaign.

I’m running a positive campaign and 
have knocked on thousands of doors to 
speak directly with community members. 
I’m not being “paid to campaign” that is 
a lie being spread online. I have actually 
been taking time off work to knock on 
doors.

There is also a suggestion that I live at 
home with my mum. The person spread-
ing this lie is fully aware that my mother 

has passed away; it’s just beyond the pale.
Some right-wing keyboard warriors try 

to portray me as an inexperienced kid, 
but the truth is that I have worked as an 
adviser to the ACT Minister for Homeless-
ness and Housing Services, Seniors, and 
Mental Health. I have spent hours trawling 
through briefs and budget papers and will 
hit the ground running if elected to Bass 
Coast Shire Council.

I’m asking voters to give me a chance. 
It’s time for Gen Z to take just one of the 
nine seats at the table. 

Mat Morgan, Candidate for Bunurong 
Ward

Don’t have a problem  
with turbines

YOUR ‘No Homes for Turbines’ editorial 
piece in your October 1st edition seemed to 
me to be a journalistic rehash of Coalition 
posturing (replete with exclamation marks) 
with very little substance to back it up.

The article suggests that wind turbines 
are as threatening as mini coal/nuclear 
plants that will somehow compromise 
rural residential ‘amenity’ (loss of views/
noise pollution) and the ‘viability’ of agri-
cultural production.

Anyone who has travelled to places that 
take global warming seriously will have 
noticed wind and solar farms dotted all 
over the landscape, including inside town 
boundaries.

The article doesn’t even begin to explain 
why wind turbines compromise agricul-
tural output, or is it just a cover story for 
NIMBYism and/or sour grapes at not being 
invited to profitably host turbines?

And what is wrong with offering to buy 
the farms of objectors and sell them on 
to people who do not have a problem with 
them, as long as the price is fair?

The process of setting out wind farm 
development zones should be no secret to 
anyone. It has been in the can for years 
that South Gippsland is a prime wind re-
source area. Wind farms in this area are 
not new. Most people have got used to 
them and don’t have a problem with them. 
Many regard them as aesthetically beauti-
ful industrial sculptures that give us hope 
for the future.

Global warming is already happening and 
if we don’t want to face the consequences of 
a climate change runaway, we need to get 
a rapid move on, especially after so much 
ideological obstruction and sabotage of 
plans to do something about it, which has 
already delayed matters by decades.

Even if we had already completed de-
carbonization of our economy yesterday, 
there is still a lot of climate disturbance 
momentum already in play that will con-
tinue long after we have stopped putting 
billions of tons of CO2 into the atmo-
sphere every year.

Christopher Nagle, Grantville

What’s most important to you in a candidate at this month’s council elections?
Vox Pop

Pat Russell
Leongatha
“Someone who can look after 
the roads and rubbish; the 
roads are probably the most 
important thing.”

Geoff Ferrier
Nyora
“He’s got to talk to his 
constituents and follow what 
the majority want, not what 
he wants.”

David Russell
Leongatha
“Just looking after the local 
community, spending time 
in it and asking what people 
want, and making promises 
they are going to keep.”

Tony Heys
Leongatha
“Honesty and integrity with 
a genuine commitment to 
the interests of the local 
community, whose primary 
focus is pursuing those things 
rather than a personal agenda.”
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Concerned about boat  
ramp cost blowout

I READ with interest your article on the 
new Mahers Landing Boat Ramp, ‘Game 
changer for boaties at new Mahers Land-
ing Ramp’, in last week’s Sentinel-Times.

Much lauded, this upgrade, which ac-
cording to the large project board attached 
to the fence at the site for the duration of 
the build, was supposed to cost $4.3 mil-
lion and be completed early in 2024.

A further article on page 15 of the same 
edition, headed “last gasp for Inverloch 
boat ramp”, quotes the final cost of the 
Mahers Landing project at $5.8 million. 
This equates to a 34.88 per cent blow-out 
in the contracted price.

Further, given the project commenced 
on October 1, 2023, and at this stage, is 
still incomplete in view of the additional 
work still being undertaken, it appears 
to have run at least 30 per cent over the 
scheduled time frame.

At no point has there been any expla-
nation for the massive blow-out in both 
the contracted time and cost. One could 
hardly blame the weather, as Inverloch 
is renowned for its wind and so far, we 
have had 185mls less than at this time 
last year.

With regard to the upgrade of the Inver-
loch boat ramp, the first article on page 
15, quotes the upgrade costing $1 mil-
lion, whereas the second article refers to 
the closure of the current boat ramp to 
allow for the $2 million upgrade!

All this, and the designers couldn’t even 
include floating pontoons on either jetty, 
that rise and fall with the tide and allow 
boaters and fisherfolk, a dry platform to 
embark on.

In view of the above scenario, if I were 
a boater, I wouldn’t be holding my breath 
that the upgraded Inverloch boat ramp 
will be open for action by Christmas, as 
projected. The mind boggles!

David Vance, Inverloch

Editor: According to the Engage Bass 
Coast website, the cost of constructing 
a new jetty at the existing boat ramp 
in Inverloch, plus reinstatement of the 
existing rock wall “is in the order of $2 
million”. Of the $1m and $2m figures 
included in the Sentinel-Times, the $1m 
figure was a typo. In relation to the total 
cost of the Mahers Landing boat ramp, 
trailer carpark and associated works, 
the Minister for Outdoor Recreation 
Steve Dimopoulos issued a media state-
ment on September 30, quoting a proj-
ect cost of $5.45m whereas the Engage 
Bass Coast website quotes $5.8m. At 
least some of the increased cost of the 
Mahers Landing project could be attrib-
uted to changes made to the design and 
delays in reaching an agreement on the 
funding arrangements.

A question of engagement 
with traditional owners

THIS is the season for surveying our 
future municipal leaders. We found we 
weren’t the only group tapping into the 
thoughts and values of candidates for our 
two Councils.

The Bass Coast South Gippsland Rec-
onciliation Group sent a seven-question 
survey to all candidates and had a 64 per 
cent response rate. The questions sought 
endorsement for many activities that both 
Councils already do, or have under con-
sideration, and the purpose was partly to 
see if new candidates were willing to con-
tinue and advance these commitments.

We asked questions about support for 
Welcomes to Country and Acknowledge-
ments of Country; about their knowledge 
of local Aboriginal history and their will-
ingness to learn more; their interest in 
undertaking cultural awareness training; 
their support for Council’s engagement 
with NAIDOC Week, National Reconcilia-
tion Week and other local cultural events; 
their support for Council appointing a 
First Nations Advisory Committee and a 
First Nations Community Development 

Officer; and support for Council develop-
ing a Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP).

A RAP addresses such issues as First 
Nations employment, staff and council-
lor cultural awareness, cultural safety and 
procurement.

Of the 25 responses we received from 
39 candidates, 19 of them were in full 
or considerable support of all questions. 
Whilst the questions were posed as Yes/No 
responses, for speed of response at this 
busy time, several provided comments on 
some questions.

Sitting Councillors were more aware of 
existing arrangements and previous dis-
cussions, and in some instances, qualified 
their responses.

For example, South Gippsland Coun-
cillors, Nathan Hersey, Jenni Keerie and 
Sarah Gilligan were in support of all or 
most themes but all added to the question 
of a RAP as they had engaged with Indige-
nous groups who would prefer a different, 
negotiated approach.

Nathan Hersey also drew attention to 
budgetary considerations and wanted to 
know more detail before committing to a 
yes/no answer on some questions. He and 
Scott Rae drew our attention to activities 
that South Gippsland Council was already 
doing, Nathan, for example, mentioned 
that in 2024 Council broke new ground by 
holding a Welcome to Country and Smok-
ing Ceremony to mark the beginning of the 
Council sitting year.

Several candidates; David Rooks, Jon 
Temby and Glenda Minty (all Bass Coast) 
and Jenni Keerie and Sarah Gilligan made 
important points about the Advisory Com-
mittee needing to have a clear mandate 
from and consist of, First Nations people, 
and be clear in its objectives.

Don Hill (SG) said he would welcome 
stronger dialogue with Indigenous groups. 
Nikole Schellekens (BC) said that Indig-
enous voices are central in discussions 
about land management, environmental 
stewardship and local decision-making.

Almost every one of the positive re-
sponders claimed that they knew very lit-
tle about local Aboriginal history, but they 
were willing to learn.

Six candidates were either totally or par-
tially opposed to our questions. Kathleen 
Murray (SG) sent four links to YouTubes 
but didn’t answer any questions. Michael 
Poore (SG) said no to all questions. Ro-
chelle Halstead and John Trigt (both BC) 
were opposed to the questions regarding a 
First Nations Advisory Committee, Com-
munity Development Officer or RAP.

Scott Rae said he hadn’t read the ques-
tions and critiqued the Reconciliation 
Group’s presentation to Council last year. 
John Schelling didn’t respond to any  

questions but provided a statement of his 
belief in equality and seeking to treat peo-
ple as he wanted to be treated.

There were no replies from 14 people. 
Brad Snell (SG) didn’t provide contact 
details to the Victorian Electoral Commis-
sion so we couldn’t contact him. Don Hill 
sent a text with positive responses but not 
to the whole set of questions.

Those in substantial or full support of 
the range of measures signalling First 
Nations recognition and respect were, in 
Bass Coast: Caitlyn Robertson, Prudence 
Scholtes, Brian Robinson, Mat Morgan, 
Leticia Laing, Marnie Chadwick, Tracey 
Bell, David Rooks, Tim O’Brien, Jon Tem-
by, Glenda Minty, Nikole Schellekens. In 
South Gippsland, they were: Sarah Gil-
ligan, Nathan Hersey, Bron Beach, Jenni 
Keerie, Rosemary Cousin and Aaron Tay-
lor.

Marg Lynn, Secretary, Bass Coast 
South Gippsland Reconciliation Group

Divisive tactics  
won’t build Nyora

CAMPAIGNING that attempts to divide 
our community, based on where our resi-
dents call home, is not needed. Council-
lors have an important role to represent 
the whole of their ward and furthermore 
work for the whole Shire. It’s certainly not 
an easy task. 

Recent claims that this Council is not fo-
cused on the future of Nyora, simply put, 
is misleading.

A targeted planning workshop involving 
all Councillors and Council senior staff 
has occurred and progress on the Nyora 
Development Strategy is happening. The 
rezoning of land has occurred. Council 
sought and was awarded grant funding 
to investigate development contribution 
options and funding is allocated in the 
2023/24 budget to undertake the neces-
sary review for future land changes. 

Land acquisitions for community and 
council services will need to happen, in-
cluding for early years education. I have 
advocated for Industrial Zoned Land to 
be made available for future economic 
growth and I also support a new road 
around the town centre.

Yes, a lot more money will need to be in-
vested to significantly improve Nyora, any-
one can see that. Nyora is set to receive a 
significant spend of Council’s Budget over 
the future years and that spend needs to 
be done right – something I certainly sup-
port and encourage.

Cr Nathan Hersey – Deputy Mayor, 
Candidate for Strzelecki Ward

Weekend traffic reality  
check for shire

FROM your scathing editorial highlight-
ing the ineptitude of Bass Coast Shire 
in the October 1 edition of the Sentinel-
Times there was one short paragraph 
that gave me a warm glow. They (the 
Shire ?) have called for a $1 million to de-
sign “an alternative freight route” through 
Wonthaggi.

The good news is that they don’t have 
to spend a cent. The route already exists. 
It’s called the Bass Highway. The problem 
seems to be that no-one has the will or 
the good sense to get Regional Roads Vic-
toria to build the missing section between 
Korumburra Road and Kirrak Road.

This would make a huge difference to 
Wonthaggis’ already congested domes-
tic roads. As all the vehicles that regard 
Wonthaggi as an impediment to a good 
journey and not a destination will be able 
to bypass the city centre. The road re-
serve is there already. So, who’s holding 
up the process? Perhaps our new coun-
cillors will have a little more vision and a 
lot fewer daydreams.

Neville Drummond, Inverloch

MPs wave off seawall
OUR local member of parliament, Jor-

dan Crugnale, and her minister have 
now made it clear that they will not per-
mit any form of seawall to be construct-
ed to save the Inverloch Surf Lifesaving 
Club building. (Sentinel-Times page 6, 
01/10/2024)

Those who know the Inverloch surf 
beach precinct will agree it is unlikely 
that surf club building will survive an-
other storm surge event like that which 
we witnessed a few weeks ago.  Every-
one can see that sand nourishment on 
its own is ineffective against storm surge 
events. 

So now that Jordan and her minister 
have confirmed that retreat is the only 
option that they will consider, it is be-
holden on them, along with Bass Coast 
Shire Council, to explain what their re-
treat timeline is, and what plans - if any - 
they have for a future surf lifesaving club 
building in Inverloch.

Kevin Griffin, Inverloch

What use are the signs?
WHILE the lone ‘clay-headed’ hoon can 

legally drive at 40km/h along McBride 
Avenue, could the relevant authorities in-
form the rest of us just how we can re-
verse safely from the kerb? 

Secondly… do the 20km//h signs at pe-
destrian crossings reassure us that we, 
as pedestrians, can confidently proceed 
without being skittled? 

These two signs reek of moronic cretin-
ism.

John Hennessy, Inverloch

Local issues only for council
I WAS wondering how major political 

parties influence Local Council agendas. I 
have been made aware it is not just lobby 
groups, but political parties that instruct 
their members how to vote. This is done 
with direct communication to members. 
One such example is on my Facebook 
page “Darrell Silva”.

The result of this action is that Council 
becomes divided and end up focusing on 
state and federal issues rather than what 
the needs of the local community.

The Local Government Act 2020 (v 021, 
2024): Part 2 describes the roles and 
powers of a council and includes items 
around community consultation require-
ments and acting for the best interests of 
the community.

If elected to council, I will advocate that 
the prioritisation remains on local issues.

Darrell Silva, Candidate for Island 
Ward 

Youngsters Harvey and Ava, visiting the family holiday house from Eltham, take a run 
through the lavender garden on Churchill Island.
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Lives in: Wonthaggi

Why are you running 
for council?

I am running for council for 
a couple reasons, one I haven’t 
completed everything the community wants to 
get done before I finish and two, we are facing 
really tough times, there is going to be Bass 
Coasters doing it tough, we need someone there 
with a little common sense and someone that 
will fight for the community. I think I have that 
respect from everyone to encourage me to go on.

What are the three most important 
issues ahead for council? 

Financial hardship, housing and the threat to 
our coastline through erosion. Financial hard-
ship will affect everyone because there will be 
less disposable income to spend in our shops, 
cafes and restaurants; lack of housing is a na-
tional issue and Bass Coast is not protected 
from that; and the effects of erosion on our 
coastline threatens homes, infrastructure and 
people’s lives.

Would you support livestreaming 
of council briefing sessions? 

No, I wouldn’t. Briefings are where council-
lors in a safe space get the information needed 
to make decisions in front of camera. It is a 
place where staff communicate with council-
lors, where councillors discuss issues and can 
openly ask for more information without fear 
or risk of ridicule. If briefings went live, then 
more decisions would be forced into closed 
council meetings.

How can the community be better 
included in council decision making?

Engage with your councillors, when prompted 
on social media to fill in questionnaires, do so, 
take the request for communications serious. 
Councillors are very approachable, we are the 
form of government that is the most accessible 
to community members, use those options.

Why are you running 
for council?

The council has lost its way 
and the trust of the community 
by focusing on issues outside its 
remit and neglecting local ser-
vice delivery.

What are the three most important 
issues ahead for council? 
1. Delivering quality local government services.
2.  Controlling costs to avoid rate rises, I support 

rate capping.
3. Focusing on community needs and expecta-
tions.

Would you support livestreaming 
of council briefing sessions? 

Absolutely, having recently attended the Council 
Watch ‘Who or what makes a good community fo-
cused councillor’ session, I understand the impor-
tance of doing this.

How can the community be better 
included in council decision making?

By selecting and voting for councillors that in-
tend to genuinely represent their communities 
and supporting them in their role. I support the 
implementation of a transparency hub similar to 
the one implemented by Frankston Council.

Lives in: Wonthaggi

Why are you running 
for council?

To ratepayers and residents. 
I thought it was important to 
outline my vision for the future of Bass Coast 
Shire Council. Council exists to service the 
needs of the community in an effective and effi-
cient way, and this fundamental is so often over-
looked. The best interests of ratepayers and res-
idents should always be at the forefront in the 
decision-making processes and this includes 
being mindful of costs at all times. It would be 
my privilege to represent our community in the 
next term.

What are the three most important 
issues ahead for council? 

My view as a Certified Practicing Accountant, 
is that rates and garbage charges should be 
frozen for twelve months to drive transforma-
tion of Council’s finances and provide cost of 
living relief. Similarly, a complete review of the 
capital expenditure program and ten-year long 
term financial plan is necessary, with particu-
lar emphasis on advocacy programs for health 
including disability services and positive age-
ing, education, roads and footpaths, and coastal 
management to protect our environment, prop-
erties and infrastructure. 

Would you support livestreaming 
of council briefing sessions? 

Yes, subject to exclusion of commercial in confi-
dence sessions.

How can the community be better 
included in council decision making?

Excellent communication and engagement are 
essential, and it is imperative for Council to clear-
ly communicate all proposals and decisions in a 
way that people understand and, by a large major-
ity, support. 

Lives in: Wonthaggi

Why are you running 
for council?

I believe in giving back to my 
community. Whether it’s through 
volunteering or using my legal skills I want to fight 
for what my community deserves: more funding 
for better facilities and action on a range of envi-
ronmental and town growth challenges.

What are the three most important 
issues ahead for council? 

Securing funding to support facilities and in-
frastructure will be a major issue but I’m up for 
the fight and advocating for funding across all 
levels of government. For example, our regional 
aquatic facility in Wonthaggi is old and rundown. 
The community deserves a new regional pool. For 
too long, has funding gone to the Island when it 
should come this way.

Inverloch is experiencing significant growth and 
pressures with few plans for infrastructure or 
streetscape upgrades. Inverloch needs attention 
to revitalise its activity centre.

Coastal erosion: Now that the State has released 
the Cape-to-Cape Resilience Plan for public con-
sultation, we need to fight for a commitment to 
deliver the full plan to protect Inverloch’s beauti-
ful beaches.

Would you support livestreaming 
of council briefing sessions? 

I support live streaming of Ordinary Council 
Meetings, not briefings. 

How can the community be better 
included in council decision making?

I have consistently attended as many commu-
nity events, meetings and catch-ups as possible. If 
elected, I will continue this work and include cof-
fee with a councillor sessions to learn more about 
what the community needs and how I can help.

Lives in: Inverloch

Why are you running 
for council?

I love living, working and rais-
ing my daughter here in Inverloch 
but we need better roads, more maternal and child 
health services, and more access to quality, afford-
able childcare. I am running for council to ensure 
our community gets the healthcare, childcare and 
safe roads we deserve.

What are the three most important 
issues ahead for council? 

Roads: We need safe, well-maintained roads 
here on the Bass Coast. We have been putting up 
with constant potholes and unsafe roads for too 
long. Council needs to invest the time, effort, and 
funding to improve the condition of our roads. 

Maternal and child health services: Families 
need more support in the early years of their 
child’s life. Maternal and child health services de-
livered by council play a vital role in linking fami-
lies in with the services they need but they aren’t 
enough – and if I’m elected these services will be 
urgently improved.

Coastal Erosion: We know that coastal erosion 
is a huge problem that is threatening our beauti-
ful coastline. We need a comprehensive plan that 
commits local and state government to find a so-
lution together to save the Inverloch Surf Life Sav-
ing Club.

Would you support livestreaming 
of council briefing sessions? 

I support all council meetings being livestreamed.

How can the community be better 
included in council decision making?

It’s important for all major areas on the Bass 
Coast to have a voice in council decision making. 
Inverloch currently does not have representation 
on council – which is part of the reason I’m run-
ning. If elected I will personally ensure Inverloch 
and every other part of Bunurong Ward is listened 
to and has their voice heard in decision making.

Why are you running 
for council?

After 15 years in Inverloch 
and Wonthaggi, I’ve seen how 
key issues like infrastructure 
and transparency have been 
ignored, and how residents’ voices are not be-
ing heard. As an independent candidate with 25 
years of leadership across multiple industries, 
I’m free from political pressures. My focus is on 
delivering practical, common-sense solutions 
for Bunurong Ward – cutting red tape and mak-
ing sure your concerns shape every council de-
cision.

What are the three most important 
issues ahead for council? 
1.  Infrastructure: Our roads and footpaths are 

deteriorating, creating safety risks for the 
community. Fixing these is essential for our 
safety and mobility.

2.  Coastal Erosion: Our beaches, key to both lo-
cal tourism and our way of life, and the Inver-
loch Surf Life Saving Club are under threat. 
I’ll push for immediate action to protect them.

3.  Transparency: Residents deserve to know 
how their money is being spent and what de-
cisions are made behind closed doors. I’ll en-
sure clear communication and full account-
ability.

Would you support livestreaming 
of council briefing sessions? 

Absolutely. Livestreaming ensures council ac-
countability and keeps residents informed on de-
cisions that affect their lives. While there’s a small 
risk of councillors “grandstanding,” the benefits of 
transparency far outweigh the risks.
How can the community be better 
included in council decision making?

Regular forums, surveys, and livestreamed 
meetings will give residents a stronger voice. As 
an independent, I’ll push for both digital and in-
person options, ensuring council decisions reflect 
the true needs of our community.
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Why are you running  
for council?

We have an ageing population 
that relies on young people to 
service the local economy, yet 
working-age people are leaving 
Bass Coast in droves. Young people need a coun-
cillor who speaks to them.

I also bring professional experience working in 
the office of the ACT Minister for Seniors, Mental 
Health and Corrections. I’ve spent days pouring 
over budget briefs, policy documents, you name 
it; I’ve done it. I know how to get things done, and 
I know my way around a budget.

What are the three most important  
issues ahead for council? 
1. �Footpaths are the most common issue raised 

with me while doorknocking. I’ve spoken to 
people with mobility issues who can’t leave 
their homes because they no longer drive and 
have no safe way into town. Council spends 
a tiny proportion of the budget on footpaths 
compared to other LGAs.

2. �Our precious coastal environment and the 
housing crisis don’t need to be at odds. I’ll fight 
to bring the Cape Paterson boundary back and 
protect our wildlife corridors whilst commit-
ting to sustainable, affordable housing where 
it’s needed, close to jobs, schools and public 
transport.

3. �The McBride Ave campus. I’ve been running a 
survey asking people what they would like to 
see happen at the campus. I’m enjoying hear-
ing everyone’s ideas. To bring any of them to 
fruition, a council that isn’t afraid of lobbying 
in Spring St is required.

Would you support livestreaming  
of council briefing sessions? Yes.

How can the community be better  
included in council decision making?

Livestreams, citizen assemblies, active consul-
tation, doorknocking, let’s do it all! I’m also very 
active and easy to contact on social media.

Why are you running  
for council?

To change the direction of coun-
cil from an ideological one to one 
that serves and delivers for our 
community with a back-to-basics 
approach.

What are the three most important  
issues ahead for council? 

Getting Back to Basics: Core infrastructure and 
service needs provided effectively that benefit the 
whole community. Local roads, balanced develop-
ment, prompt decisions and processes, sporting and 
recreation facilities (including aquatic), good lighting/
streetscape and signage (that assists in community 
safety and our town’s unique characters), footpaths, 
accessibility to public and private buildings.

Taking Action - Getting things done, transparency 
and communication: Transparency of all informa-
tion (except rare exceptions with reasons provided) 
should be publicly available including briefings to 
Councillors. This will improve communications, 
build trust and get things done so that people can 
get on with their lives and council delivering value for 
ratepayer money and outcomes.

Protecting our Coast: Urgently implementing hard 
engineering to protect the Inverloch Surf Beach and 
Life Saving Club: critical for our environment, tour-
ists, residents and economy.  

Would you support livestreaming  
of council briefing sessions? Absolutely.

How can the community be better  
included in council decision making?
Councillors directly engaging with community: 
Regular forums/town hall meetings; surveys and 
polls open to verified voters only (residents, ratepay-
ers and business owners); transparency of all infor-
mation including processes and decision rationales; 
social media to share information and solicit feed-
back in real-time; information is accessible and easy 
to understand, using plain language and multiple 
formats (videos, infographics, etc.); and implement 
clear channels for ongoing feedback.

Lives in: Wonthaggi

Why are you running  
for council?

I fought to remove the retrospec-
tive Environment Audit Overlay 
placed on over 600 properties on behalf of landowners. 
I stood up because I care about our community and felt 
that this injustice needed immediate action. The prob-
lems we encountered with dealing with Council have 
driven me to put my hand up to bring change again.

What are the three most important  
issues ahead for council? 
1. �Communication. Governance regulations on how 

the organisation communicates with residents 
needs to be revised. The Wonthaggi debacle is part-
ly due to someone, sometime, repeatedly failing to 
pass on vital information within the organisation 
and with the public. We bore the brunt of these fail-
ings. So much of the angst and negativity towards 
the current Council group could be avoided by in-
creasing communication strategies and frequency 
within the Council and the public.

2. �Financial Management: Inflation and State Gov-
ernment reductions in funds given to Councils are 
going to make significant dents in Council funds. 
We must prioritise maximum return on our invest-
ments and avoid vague or ‘idealistic’ planning. 

3. �Big picture planning. Planning for over 5000 new 
blocks of residential land in Wonthaggi began near-
ly 20 years ago. Providing social services to cater 
for the population growth should be included and 
funded in planning schemes.

Would you support livestreaming  
of council briefing sessions? Yes.

How can the community be better  
included in council decision making?

Let me count the ways…. Chat with a Council-
lor/Mayor opportunities, frequent updates on what 
Council is currently working on so residents can pro-
vide feedback in real time. Council meetings need to 
be located in a space that can accommodate more 
people in the gallery for a start.

Why are you running  
for council?

Many in the community I speak 
with are frustrated that Council 
decisions don’t reflect their needs. 
This frustration is reflected in the 
2024 Local Government Survey. The recommended 
focus for Bass Coast is to “improve transparency and 
communication around its decision making and con-
sultation processes”.

The results of the survey and feedback to me from 
the community have prompted me to action.

What are the three most important  
issues ahead for council? 

Issues rated lowest in the survey by residents of 
Bass Coast:
• �Create policies and actions that improve transpar-

ency and communication around decision making.
• �Prioritise community services rather than political 

party agendas when spending ratepayer’s money.
• �Ensure performance measures of Bass Coast are 

focused on value for money for ratepayers.

Would you support livestreaming  
of council briefing sessions? 

Yes, with the exception of confidential content. The 
live streaming provides greater understanding of the 
decision-making process and clarity to ratepayers of 
the arguments for/against.

How can the community be better  
included in council decision making?

Better inclusion in decision making starts with 
councillors setting Community Consultation Policies 
that reflect the following:
• �Allow any and all participants who want to be in-

volved in Community Consultation to do so.
• �Ability to extend or conduct additional consultation 

if the initial consultation is insufficient.
• �Councillors are involved (where possible) in the de-

sign of the questions and the approval of processes.
• �Ensure that adequate sample sizes are used to vali-

date any findings or recommendations
• �Councillors have much more prescriptive involvement 

in the design of community consultation processes.

Why are you running  
for council?

I care for our community and 
I’m enthusiastic to continue pro-
viding experienced and strategic 
leadership as an Island Ward 
Councillor for the betterment of all. More infor-
mation at david-rooks.webnode.page

What are the three most important  
issues ahead for council? 

Our community wishes to keep our island home 
a special place to live and visit, as such, I will…
1. �Continue to protect and enhance our natural 

environment. Council is tackling this through 
our 2018 Biolinks plan, our 2023 Urban Forest 
Strategy, 2024 establishment of our Environ-
mental fund, and by strengthening our coastal 
protection policy this term. Council can further 
improve these initiatives with greater funding.

2. �Remain steadfast on maintaining our town 
boundaries from further residential develop-
ment. Council can achieve this through com-
pletion of the Distinctive Areas and Landscape 
process. 

3. �Ensure appropriate residential development 
takes place in the different areas of the Bass 
Coast. The following pieces of work have 
worked towards supporting this area: The 2024 
Neighbourhood Character Study, 2024 Hous-
ing Strategy and the 2024 Residential Canopy 
Cover Improvement Strategy. Next up we must 
complete the Residential Character Framework 
and statutory implementation.

Would you support livestreaming  
of council briefing sessions? 

I think that some of the discussions could be 
livestreamed.

How can the community be better  
included in council decision making?

By getting involved. Council seeks feedback 
from the community on all decisions it makes. We 
need an engaged community to provide feedback 
with all Councils community consultation. 

Lives in: Surf Beach

Why are you running  
for council?

I believe that the Bass Coast 
ratepayers need strong indepen-
dent representation in council.

What are the three most important  
issues ahead for council? 
1. �Council to commit to the freeze of the current 

township boundaries, stop any push to rezone 
sensitive coastal areas for large scale tourism 
developments and repeal or revisit the Bass 
Coast council BURT policy approved last year.

2. �Council to commit to the government rate cap 
and make sure all future garbage charges are 
no more than CPI increase and have council fo-
cus its efforts on its core responsibilities Rates, 
Roads, and Rubbish, not on State or Federal 
matters.

3. �Island ward concerns. Make an immediately 
start on rezoning of the Carnival site and Hilton 
Chadwick Reserve and start seeking funding 
from Federal and State government to develop 
the Cowes recreational site for an Aquatic Cen-
tre and Millow sporting hub.

Would you support livestreaming  
of council briefing sessions? 

Yes, I would strongly support livestreaming of 
council briefing sessions.

How can the community be better  
included in council decision making?

By improving consultation, bringing back 
monthly engagement meetings with ratepayers. If 
I am elected, I will have monthly meetings with 
ratepayers at Cowes Berninneit Centre.
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Lives in: Wimbledon Heights

Why are you running  
for council?

I have lived here since I was 
young, and my family has continu-
ously been involved in the local community. I deep-
ly care about Phillip Island and its residents. I am 
dedicated to ensuring the long-term sustainability of 
the Island, preserving its past, protecting its natural 
surroundings and coastline, and backing the commu-
nity. I am a fulltime resident, sole mother to two neu-
rodiverse tweens. Advocating for neurodiverse under-
standing, and inclusion, are also important to me.

What are the three most important  
issues ahead for council? 
1. �Building a solid foundation of transparency and ac-

countability between the Council and community is 
crucial. Facilitating healthy in-person community 
meetings can serve as a crucial avenue for addressing 
local concerns, promoting discussions, and initiating 
collaborative efforts towards positive change.

2. �Moving forward with the 80 acres recreation reserve 
(Hilton Chadwick Reserve) ensuring rezoning from 
farming to recreation for perpetuity and creating a 
new timeline so that work can get started for our 
youth and families now, not 20 years!

3. �Protecting the unique coastline of Phillip Island. Due 
to climate change and the foreshore, it is especially im-
portant that the Shire ensures sensitive, secure plan-
ning, commitment and sustainability for the future.

I would love to see the future Counsellors and Com-
munity working together helping to ensure a brighter 
more sustainable future.

Would you support livestreaming  
of council briefing sessions? 

Yes I support this,  I also believe that transcripts 
should be provided.

How can the community be better  
included in council decision making?

Council meetings to be held throughout Bass Coast. 
Incorporate question time again. Residents need to 
be included in the decision-making processes.

Why are you running  
for council?

I want to be re-elected so that I 
can continue to serve the Phillip 
Island community. The Island 
has different needs to the main-
land. We are a tourist destination as well as a resi-
dential area. We have 14,000 people living here. 
It’s balancing the needs of the Island’s residents 
against tourism. We need Island ward councillors 
that will stand up for our island. Remember, Phil-
lip Island brings in most of the rates, we deserve 
better from the Shire.

What are the three most important  
issues ahead for council? 

Rezone and begin to build the recreation reserve 
in Cowes. Pick up the red bin (land fill) every week 
from Christmas to Australia Day, workable park-
ing solutions, lobby Government to introduce 
meaningful erosion measures. 

I could go on...

Would you support livestreaming  
of council briefing sessions? 

Yes, to a point. As in every organisation there 
are times when business in confidence must be 
carried out in closed session. But even now many 
items are being voted on in camera could be de-
bated in the open council meetings.

How can the community be better  
included in council decision making?

A more inclusive question time where the ques-
tioner can ask a follow up question on notice, bet-
ter engagement sessions whether in person or by 
electronic means. Send out a questionnaire with 
the quarterly rate notices.

A vote for me is a vote for our Island.

Lives in: North Wonthaggi

Why are you running  
for council?

I noticed a distinct lack of coun-
cil action ‘on the ground’ and my 
door knocking has greatly reinforced my feelings a 
new direction is needed. I live in the growth area 
of, North Wonthaggi. I understand Dalyston, San 
Remo and Grantville are all growing rapidly too, all 
apparently without proper consideration to their 
needs. My skills developed in community groups, a 
passion for planning and listening, and a can-do at-
titude for change will help me find solutions before 
problems become catastrophes. 

What are the three most important  
issues ahead for council? 

Both getting the best value for rate dollars and 
being responsive to community needs while foster-
ing resilience are important. Strategic planning for 
the approaching climate change events and rapid 
population growth is even more important. Reduc-
ing impacts on the natural environment and agri-
culture while still catering for business, tourism 
and livability is vital. Community driven planning 
schemes correctly implemented and policed ben-
efit us all.

Would you support livestreaming  
of council briefing sessions? 

Yes, why shouldn’t we have the ability to hear 
what officers are telling councilors too. Secrecy 
breeds anger and frustration.

How can the community be better  
included in council decision making?

A Citizens Advisory Committee to Council could 
turn around the current, unsuccessful, ad hoc com-
munity consultation. It would not make decisions 
but would provide alternative viewpoints and solu-
tions. Why waste the vast pool of expertise within 
our community that is currently largely untapped. 
This way council consultation would start with 
community voices. Council is after all; a servant 
of the people and the peoples’ say must be heard.

Lives in: Corinella

Why are you running  
for council?

For too long there has been dis-
satisfaction with high rates, services 
received and overall direction of Council. As a retired 
CPA and consultant, with senior experience in local gov-
ernment, I am uniquely qualified to represent the com-
munity and help change Council for the better.

What are the three most important  
issues ahead for council? 
1. �Get the fundamentals right – Council must become 

more effective at delivering the core services that 
affect liveability and amenity of our communities – 
roads, footpaths, connected trails, disabled access, 
rubbish and recreation facilities. 

2. �Financial accountability – Bass Coast manages over 
$1B in assets, and this year will spend $80M deliver-
ing around 100 different services and $24M in capi-
tal works. This significant budget demands rigorous 
financial oversight to ensure it is spent wisely.

3. �Common sense and transparency – perceived lack 
of transparency has led to distrust and disillusion-
ment with Council decisions despite its best efforts 
to engage with the community. This perception needs 
to change so the public voice is heard and respected 
in Council deliberations and subsequent decisions.

Would you support livestreaming  
of council briefing sessions? 

No, I prefer to have high level minutes published fol-
lowing the sessions as these are more easily commu-
nicated to residents. Councillors can receive questions 
and requests for more information rather than requir-
ing residents to spend a day online watching the stream. 

How can the community be better  
included in council decision making?

Community panels complement existing community 
engagement forums to improve the conversation be-
tween Council and the community. These can gener-
ate common sense contributions (does it pass the pub 
test?) and ensure the public voice is heard and respect-
ed in Council deliberations and subsequent decisions.

Why are you running  
for council?

I’m a resident, and like other 
residents I have an expectation of 
Council to reflect what the com-
munity wants, to act on the things 
important to that community, and not be driven by its 
own agenda. As a candidate, I bring fresh ideas, capa-
bility, a willingness to listen and broad experience hav-
ing worked in media and an executive role in a large 
NGO (working closely with Government). I will work for 
the benefit of Phillip Island and the Bass Coast Region.

What are the three most important  
issues ahead for council? 
1. �New ovals/facilities for Phillip Island Football Net-

ball club. The land is there, the club has waited 
nearly 40 years for promised new facilities.

2. �Coastal erosion impacting Silverleaves (and else-
where) must be a priority, keeping DEECA and the 
State Government on the hook. The ‘East Cowes’ 
shoreline has been subject to decades of misman-
agement due in part to ignorance and in equal part 
to “kicking the can down the road”.

3. �General rates cap, a fairer deal and better support 
for our farmers, and a rejection of inappropriate 
development in the farm zone.

Would you support livestreaming  
of council briefing sessions? 

Yes. I strongly believe in transparency and in an in-
formed constituency. However, there may be matters 
arising that require in camera discussion – due to sen-
sitivities around disclosure, or confidentiality, where 
there may be risk to privacy or potential prejudice.

How can the community be better  
included in council decision making?

Council can start by putting more effort into consulta-
tion and in better understanding community thinking. 
Much of the consultation comes in the way of commu-
nity briefings at the end of a decision-making process, 
with the decision having been made. BURT is arguably 
a case in point, and the Cowes Streetscape Master Plan 
– each has hallmarks of being answers to questions no-
one asked.

Why are you running  
for council?

I deeply care about the kind of 
world we will leave for our chil-
dren. My son and I are proud to 
call Millowl our home, where we 
live, work and learn together. We’re actively involved 
in sports and other activities which fuel my passion 
for fostering a strong, vibrant community and achiev-
ing the best outcomes for our Island.

We need a Council that embraces change, responds 
to our needs, and prioritises our community’s imme-
diate concerns.

I am running as a candidate because our growing 
community deserves better delivery of the basics. I 
value honesty, transparency, and accountability.

What are the three most important  
issues ahead for council? 
1. �Youth engagement: creating opportunities for our 

young people to participate, contribute, and thrive. 
2. �Sustainable development: balancing environmen-

tal responsibility with economic opportunity; ad-
vocating against urban development beyond cur-
rent town boundaries.

3. �Responsible tourism: protecting our natural and 
cultural heritage for generations to come. Collabo-
rate with businesses and community to transform 
PI into an eco-tourism destination.

Would you support livestreaming  
of council briefing sessions? 

In principle yes, but I’m mindful that there are is-
sues that may require confidentiality.   

How can the community be better  
included in council decision making?

We need engagement strategies that suit all demo-
graphics. Open meetings or forums are probably pre-
ferred by older people, while online surveys or chats 
will ensure the youth engage as well. Face-to-face fo-
rums and good old-fashioned market research, where 
officers roam public spaces, are also key. At voting 
time, think about who you are voting for and check 
that the person you are electing lives locally and is ac-
tive in the community.

MARNIE CHADWICKMARNIE CHADWICK
ISLAND WARDISLAND WARD

RON BAUERRON BAUER
ISLAND WARDISLAND WARD

GLENDA MINTYGLENDA MINTY
WESTERN PORT WARDWESTERN PORT WARD

BRIAN O’FARRELLBRIAN O’FARRELL
WESTERN PORT WARDWESTERN PORT WARD

TIM O’BRIENTIM O’BRIEN
ISLAND WARDISLAND WARD

TRACEY BELLTRACEY BELL
ISLAND WARDISLAND WARD

DEADLINE: RETURN YOUR  DEADLINE: RETURN YOUR  
BALLOT PAPERS BY 6PM ON  BALLOT PAPERS BY 6PM ON  

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25
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BASS COAST SHIRE COUNCILBASS COAST SHIRE COUNCIL ELECTIONELECTION 20242024

Why are you running  
for council?

After hearing discontent amongst 
residents about the direction the 
Council was heading and with en-
couragement from peers in the lo-
cal community, I decided to nominate and be a voice 
and advocate for our community.

What are the three most important  
issues ahead for council? 
1. �Get back to basics – We need to focus on servic-

es and maintain infrastructure. From potholes, 
lack of footpaths and inadequate hard rubbish 
disposal, our community is being let down. 

2. �Economic Responsibility and Transparency – We 
all expect to pay rates so our Council can pro-
vide the basic amenities. What we do not want 
is costly infrastructure that appeals to some but 
does not address the needs of the majority. Stop 
wasteful spending and set clear and responsible 
targets within our budget framework. Improve 
transparency by involving community engage-
ment in decisions.

3. �Housing – The three fundamentals for every hu-
man being are adequate food, access to health 
and a roof over their head. We are experiencing 
a housing disaster. There are too few affordable 
dwellings to buy or rent. Council can shine a light 
by encouraging pods in backyards, tiny houses, 
and mobile housing. We need to do better on all 
levels of Government.

Would you support livestreaming  
of council briefing sessions? 

For critical issues I would support live streaming 
of Council briefing sessions. However, a transcript 
would suffice for all briefings.

How can the community be better  
included in council decision making?

Representatives from a diverse background to ad-
vise by way of panels, consultations, and meetings. 
A tabling of important high-level minutes made to 
the public. To allow feedback from ratepayers be-
fore decisions are made by Councillors.

Lives in: West Creek

Why are you running  
for council?

I’m a committed environmental-
ist with a background in the cor-
porate world. I have experience in farming, teaching, 
the arts, risk management for multinational compa-
nies and running my own OHS consulting business. 
I believe my professional and community experience 
and skills equip me to deal with the challenges facing 
our council and to be a strong independent advocate 
for the Western Port Ward.

What are the three most important  
issues ahead for council? 
1. �Protect nature, especially the Western Port Wood-

lands. Despite great efforts by Landcare and many 
residents, Bass Coast is one of the most cleared 
shires in Australia. Our new environment fund is a 
great start. Perhaps the first purchase could be the 
old Holden Proving Ground.

2. �Increase open space for passive recreation. The 
young families moving into our new estates 
shouldn’t have to get into the car to go for a picnic, 
fly a kite or let the dog off for a run.

3. �Improve public transport and community con-
nections in small townships across Bass Coast. 
Council must ensure developers meet all their con-
tractual obligations and ensure that the State Gov-
ernment responds to resident needs.

Would you support livestreaming  
of council briefing sessions? 

No. Making all meetings public would not lead to 
good decision making. Councillors sometimes need 
to receive confidential background information from 
the officers, including commercial-in-confidence in-
formation. They also need to have free and frank dis-
cussions away from the public gaze. Transparency 
regarding minutes and voting should be public.

How can the community be better  
included in council decision making?

Reinstate the monthly forum for community groups 
to address councillors on important issues.

Why are you running  
for council?

Having served my first term as 
a Bass Coast Councillor and as 
Deputy Mayor since 2022 I’ve built 
relationships, gained an intimate 
understanding of the organisation, its plans, policies 
and strategies. I know how to drive the system for on 
the ground outcomes that our community is desper-
ate to see. Not the big expensive ticket items but the 
basic everyday needs, sporting facilities, parks and 
gardens, roads, bridges, libraries, family and com-
munity general services, garbage collection, animal 
management and planning. 

What are the three most important  
issues ahead for council? 

Fiscal financial management has to be a priority. A 
$33 million arts and culture centre was an over-the-
top commitment for a small regional town with a bud-
get of $105 million. While grand and wonderful, we 
have a long list of historical legacies that must be ad-
dressed, and does not appear to be offering the same 
community involvement as the more modest previous 
centre. Council should provide full details on its man-
agement and budget, ensuring it meets the needs of 
both tourists and local arts groups and art lovers.

Phillip Island Road is critical. Every high season we 
have gridlock and know that the first stage of this 
project is in San Remo.

Governance. It is my belief that the governance rules 
have hampered Councillors’ ability to engage with the 
community causing a lack of transparency and resulting 
in an erosion of trust and ultimately a lack of civic pride. 
I hope the new council will foster respectful, transpar-
ent debate, embracing diverse views with a commitment 
to seeking the best decisions to create a strong, resilient 
and prosperous Bass Coast Community.

Would you support livestreaming  
of council briefing sessions? 

If this matter is decided through a democratic pro-
cess and an expressed community desire, I would 
support it.  

     
*Final question left off due to space

Lives in: Bass

Why are you running  
for council?

I am running for council to en-
gage with our communities, ex-
pand vital services, and support our farmers and those 
who care for the land. I am passionate about fostering 
strong connections, enhancing local infrastructure, 
and ensuring sustainable growth that protects our en-
vironment, promotes rural living, and strengthens the 
well-being of residents across Bass Coast.

What are the three most important  
issues ahead for council? 

The three most pressing issues for Bass Coast Shire 
Council are managing population growth while main-
taining essential services, protecting the environment 
from overdevelopment, and supporting sustainable 
agriculture. Addressing these challenges requires 
careful planning to balance community needs, pre-
serve natural landscapes, and ensure long-term pros-
perity for residents, businesses, and farmers alike. 

Would you support livestreaming  
of council briefing sessions? 

Yes, I would support livestreaming of council brief-
ing sessions. Livestreaming enhances transparency, 
encourages community engagement, and provides 
residents with greater access to the decision-making 
process. It allows for greater accountability and en-
sures that the community remains informed about 
the discussions and developments that shape the  
future of the Bass Coast Shire.

How can the community be better  
included in council decision making?

The community can be better included in council 
decision-making by expanding public consultations 
through town hall meetings, surveys, and advisory 
committees. Simply having information online and 
expecting engagement isn’t enough – many residents 
need more accessible ways to participate. As a social 
worker, I understand the importance of face-to-face 
interaction and inclusive strategies to ensure deci-
sions reflect the diverse needs of our community. 

JAN THOMPSON JAN THOMPSON 
WESTERN PORT WARDWESTERN PORT WARD

JON TEMBYJON TEMBY
WESTERN PORT WARDWESTERN PORT WARD

ROCHELLE HALSTEADROCHELLE HALSTEAD
WESTERN PORT WARDWESTERN PORT WARD

NIKOLE SCHELLEKENSNIKOLE SCHELLEKENS
WESTERN PORT WARDWESTERN PORT WARD

VOTERS enrolled in the Bass Coast and 
South Gippsland Shire Council elections 
should check the mail for their ballot packs.

The voters’ packs are being posted on Mon-
day, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, Octo-
ber 7, 8, 9 and 10 this week.

Electoral Commissioner Sven Bluemmel is 
encouraging people to vote as early as pos-
sible.

“This election is postal, so it’s important 
to complete and return your ballot material 
as soon as possible to make sure your vote 
counts,” Mr Bluemmel said.

The fine for not voting is $99.
Ballot material must be in the mail or deliv-

ered to the Bass Coast election office at Old 
Post Office, 74 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi or 
the South Gippsland election office in Smith 
Street, Leongatha by 6 pm Friday, October 25.

Voters who haven’t received their ballot pack 
by Tuesday, October 15 should go to vec.vic.
gov.au to complete an online replacement bal-
lot pack form.

Candidates who have nominated for the 
election are listed in the ballot packs and on 
the Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC) 
website at vec.vic.gov.au. If candidates have 
provided them, there will also be candidate 
photos and statements in the packs, and an-
swers to the candidate questionnaire online.

Voting is compulsory for all voters who were 
enrolled for this election at 4pm Wednesday, 
August 7.

BALLOT PACKS MAILED  BALLOT PACKS MAILED  
FOR BASS AND  FOR BASS AND  

SOUTH GIPPSLANDSOUTH GIPPSLAND

MEET YOUR  MEET YOUR  
COUNCIL CANDIDATECOUNCIL CANDIDATE

A SERIES of meet the candidates’ forums 
will be held online next week for each ward in 
the Shire of South Gippsland.

Having followed the progression of council 
campaigns across other shires, independent 
candidate for the federal seat of Monash, Deb 
Leonard will run the series of forums next 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday evening.

Deb Leonard said she noticed there had not 
been much opportunity for community mem-
bers in South Gippsland to hear from their 
candidates in a formal setting or ask ques-
tions in a public forum. 

“I feel it is so important to encourage com-
munity engagement at all levels of politics and 
facilitate connection between community and 
decision makers,” said Ms Leonard.

The Strezlecki Ward forum will be held on 
Monday, October 14, the Tarwin Valley Ward 
Tuesday, October 15 and Coastal Prom Ward, 
Wednesday, October 17 all from 6pm to 
7.30pm.

Each candidate will give a short minute pre-
sentation of their vision and plans for council 
followed by an opportunity for audience mem-
bers to ask questions.

The forum will also be recorded for those 
that cannot attend. 

Although a candidate for the federal election 
Deb Leonard says this will not be a campaign 
event and council candidates attending the fo-
rum are in no way endorsing her for the fed-
eral election.

Registrations can be made at tinyurl.
com/2nbe85ha

Ms Leonard can be contacted on 0437 180 
962 with any queries.

HAVE QUESTIONS HAVE QUESTIONS 
ABOUT THE ELECTION? ABOUT THE ELECTION? 

Head into your local  
election offices located at:

Bass Coast election office at Old Post 
Office, 74 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi.

South Gippsland election office in 
Smith Street, Leongatha.

HAVE QUESTIONS  HAVE QUESTIONS  
FOR CANDIDATES?FOR CANDIDATES?

Visit vec.vic.gov.au for  
candidate information
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• Bulk Billing on eligible scans
• State-of-the-art technology
• Best-in-field specialist radiologists

• MRI
• Ultrasound
• X-Ray
• CT (from 18 October)

• Dental (from 30 October)
• Breast Screen
• Interventional Radiology

For bookings call 03 5644 2050 or visit imagingassociates.net.au

Imaging Associates Wonthaggi
Wonthaggi Hospital, 235 Graham St, Wonthaggi, VIC 3995
Open Monday – Friday 9am – 5pm

Comprehensive Radiology 
services including

Services available

• Bulk Billing on eligible scans
• State-of-the-art technology
• Best-in-field specialist radiologists

• MRI
• Ultrasound
• X-Ray
• CT (from 18 October)

• Dental (from 30 October)
• Breast Screen
• Interventional Radiology

For bookings call 03 5644 2050 or visit imagingassociates.net.au

Imaging Associates Wonthaggi
Wonthaggi Hospital, 235 Graham St, Wonthaggi, VIC 3995
Open Monday – Friday 9am – 5pm

Dental (from 30 October)

Interventional Radiology

imagingassociates.net.au

• Approachable, caring staff
• Fast report delivery

New Wonthaggi Clinic 
Now Open.Now Open.

BASS Coast Health (BCH) has of-
ficially transitioned to its new radi-
ology provider, Imaging Associates, 
which commenced providing im-
aging services at Wonthaggi Hospi-
tal on October 8. This partnership 
represents a significant milestone 
in enhancing radiology services for 
the Bass Coast community and 
aligns with BCH’s strategic objec-
tives for the region.

A key highlight of this transition 
is the installation of a state-of-the-
art, low-dose, cardiac-capable 
CT scanner. Installation of this 
advanced equipment is currently 
underway from October 8th to 
18th. During this 10-day period, 
CT services will be temporarily 
unavailable at Wonthaggi Hospital. 
Medical clinics and healthcare pro-
viders across the region have been 
notified in advance of this disrup-
tion, with detailed plans in place to 
manage patient needs and ensure 
minimal impact on care.

In preparation for the transi-
tion, BCH has worked closely 
with Ambulance Victoria to ensure 
paramedics are fully briefed and 
have the necessary clinical sup-
port. This assists paramedics to 
determine the most appropriate 
hospital destination for patients 
requiring CT scans during the in-
stallation period. If necessary, pa-
tients will be redirected to other 
hospitals equipped with CT scan-
ning facilities, prioritising patient 
outcomes and timely care through-
out the transition.

There is expected to be little to 
no disruption to other radiology 
services. Ultrasound, MRI, and in-
tra-operative imaging will continue 
as normal, ensuring critical diag-
nostic services remain available to 
the community. X-ray services will 
also be maintained through the 

use of a mobile X-ray unit, which 
has been set up in the mammog-
raphy room at Wonthaggi Hospital 
to ensure uninterrupted access to 
essential imaging.

To further support patient care 
during this period, Breast Screen 
Victoria’s mobile screening van 
will be on-site at Wonthaggi Hos-
pital from October 14th to 23rd. 
This mobile unit will perform 100 
breast screens during this time, 
covering the services typically 
provided in the hospital’s mam-
mography room. Women aged 
40 and above can book their ap-
pointments by calling 13 20 50 or 
visiting breastscreen.org.au. This 
continuity of care ensures that vi-
tal screening services, particularly 

those related to early breast cancer 
detection, will continue without 
delay.

BCH CEO, Jan Child, acknowl-
edged the short period of service 
disruption but welcomed the en-
hanced radiology service that the 
partnership with Imaging Associ-
ates will bring.

“We appreciate everyone’s pa-
tience during the transition and 
are pleased to welcome the Imag-
ing Associates team. These en-
hancements will greatly benefit the 
Bass Coast community,” Ms Child 
said.

“Our priority remains ensur-
ing the best health outcomes for 
our community, and we have 
planned meticulously to make this  

transition as smooth as possible.”
Imaging Associates is commit-

ted to further upgrading radiology 
services at Wonthaggi Hospital. 
As part of their long-term plans 
for the service, Imaging Associ-
ates plan to upgrade MRI and 
mammography services. These 
upgrades are aligned with BCH’s 
strategic vision to expand access 
to high-quality imaging and en-
suring the community benefits 
from the latest advancements in 
radiology.

By investing in cutting-edge 
equipment and technology, Imag-
ing Associates will help BCH deliv-
er world-class diagnostic services 
that meet the evolving healthcare 
needs of the Bass Coast region.

Radiology transition at Bass Coast Health

A new state of the art CT machine will be installed at Wonthaggi Hospital this week, with CT 
services unavailable for 10 days. 

PREMIER Jacinta Allan last 
week announced a grant of 
$400,000 to the Shane Warne 
Legacy to deliver additional 
medical grade machines that 
can complete free four-minute 
heart health checks at the Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground during 
the Boxing Day Test, following 
the success of the campaign last 
summer.

Australian cricketer and leg-
spin bowler, Shane Warne, 
suffered a fatal heart attack 
in 2022, aged 52. The Shane 
Warne Legacy honours his life by 
raising awareness about cardio-
vascular health. 

Heart disease is one of the 
leading causes of death and im-
pacts one in six people Australia 
wide. Cardiometabolic disease, 
such as heart disorders, diabe-
tes, obesity and chronic kidney 
disease, impacts many Victori-
ans but early detection can help 
save lives.

“With hundreds of thousands 
of people travelling from right 
around Victoria to attend the 
Boxing Day Test, it’s a great 
opportunity to measure heart 
health,” Member for Eastern 
Victoria Tom McIntosh said.

“I’m proud that our govern-
ment is supporting the Shane 
Warne Legacy to provide these 
checks at the MCG this sum-
mer.” 

Victorians can access preven-
tative heart health checks at their 
GP, but the Shane Warne Legacy 
is making it easier for cricket 
fans to get a free checkup.  

Last year, more than 33,000 
people received a free Shane 
Warne Legacy Heart Health 
Check.

Shane Warne 
saves lives 
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PEOPLE from across South 
Gippsland are appreciating a 
local service that helps them 
to control their bladder can-
cer close to home.

Gippsland Southern Health 
Service’s Bacillus Calmette-
Guerin (BCG) clinic at the 
Korumburra hospital is the 
only one of its type in South 
Gippsland and means bladder 
cancer patients don’t have to 
travel to Melbourne for care.

Wonthaggi’s Trevor Luke is 
one of the local residents to 
benefit from the Korumburra 
program and has been receiv-
ing treatment for the past five 
weeks.

Mr Luke, 71, successfully 
underwent surgery with urol-
ogist Mr Owen Niall and is 
now getting weekly BCG treat-
ment.

“It has been good,” he said.
“The procedure is pretty 

easy; you want to go for a wee 
all the time but apart from 
that I don’t have any other 
side effects.”

Mr Luke was diagnosed with 
bladder cancer about three 
months ago after noticing 
blood in his urine. 

“I only saw it once and then 
went and had it checked,” he 
said. 

“It all happened fairly quick-
ly but we caught it at a good 

time, so we have a positive 
outlook.”

The former Bass Coast Shire 
grader driver and mainte-
nance supervisor appreciates 
being able to do the follow-up 
care in his home region.

“One of the best parts is that 
I don’t have to worry about 
driving to Melbourne,” he 
said.

He is completing a six-week 
introductory program and 
may return for a maintenance 
course in coming months.

GSHS’ Urology Continence 
Nurse Practitioner Dianne 
Jones coordinates the inpa-
tient weekly treatment for 
non-muscle invasive bladder 
cancer.

Ms Jones, who has been 

with GSHS since 2005 and 
endorsed as a nurse practi-
tioner from 2018, established 
the BCG clinic at Korumburra 
in 2020 and recently present-
ed details about the clinic to 
GSHS’s advanced practice 
committee.

The service is supporting up 
to 20 people from across the 
region, including Wonthaggi, 
Cowes, Tarwin Lower and In-
verloch.

“Patients are very apprecia-
tive about not having to go 
to Melbourne weekly as they 
would have had to had this 
clinic not been initiated,” Ms 
Jones said.

The clinic is based in Ko-
rumburra infusion centre and 
runs on Tuesdays under the 
direction of the Ms Jones in 
collaboration with the refer-
ring urologist. People are re-
ferred to the service by the 
urologist.

BCG is an immunotherapy 
otherwise known as inac-
tive form of tuberculosis. Ms 
Jones said the treatment was 
discovered by scientists who 
found there was less incidence 
of bladder cancer in cadavers 
who had tuberculosis. A vial 
of the bacteria is instilled into 
the client’s bladder, creating 
an immune response to eradi-
cate the cancer.

Supporting you matters to us

Support Coordination
and Support Workers
servicing the
Bass Coast

basscoast
supportwork

services

0421 192 697

www.bcsws.com.au

bcswservices@outlook.com

The time to step into the greatest version
of you starts now

Self Discovery Coaching
Energy Healing

Psychic Readings
Meditation
Learn Reiki

www.holisticessentials.com.au
0432118454

The time to step into the greatest version
of you starts now
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HEALTH WELLNESSHEALTH WELLNESSand

AMBULANCE Victoria (AV) has launched 
its life-saving annual campaign Shockto-
ber, which calls on the South Gippsland 
community to learn the three simple steps 
to improve cardiac arrest survival rates – 
Call, Push, Shock.

Around 21 Victorians suffer a cardiac ar-
rest every day and only one in 10 survive, 
which is why it’s crucial that people know 
what to do.

Bystander intervention has the greatest 
impact on improving someone’s chance of 
surviving a cardiac arrest – for every min-
ute that CPR is delayed, survival decreases 
by 10 per cent.

Shocktober is a month-long cardiac ar-
rest awareness campaign to highlight the 
importance of learning CPR and how to use 
an automated external defibrillator (AED).

AV Regional Director Gippsland Ross Sal-
athiel said you don’t have to be a paramedic 
to be a life saver – it’s as easy as calling Tri-
ple Zero (000), pushing hard and fast in the 
middle of the person’s chest and if available, 
using an AED to deliver a shock.

“Every minute matters in a cardiac ar-
rest and when a patient receives CPR and 
a shock from an AED before paramedics 
arrive, their chance of survival more than 
doubles,” he said.

“Last year, paramedics responded to a re-
cord 7830 cardiac arrest patients but there 
was also a record amount of bystander in-
tervention.

“Anyone can perform CPR and use an 
AED – you don’t need training or to be 
qualified.

“If someone is in cardiac arrest and an 
AED is available, simply open it and follow 
the instructions.”

AV will be out and about hosting com-
munity engagement sessions across the 
region.

Last October, AV organised 340 Shockto-
ber events which reached more than 6700 
Victorians.

While Victoria has the best cardiac arrest 
survival rates in Australia, and among the 
best in the world, Ross said there’s more to 
be done and we need your help.

“There are a number of things you can do 
to help contribute to better cardiac arrest 
survival rates in Victoria,” he said.

“I encourage everyone to sign up as a 
GoodSAM responder – it’s a smartphone 
app that connects patients in cardiac ar-
rest with members of the community who 
are willing to start CPR in the critical min-
utes before paramedics arrive.

“We have around 16,000 GoodSAM re-
sponders across the state, but we always 
need more.

“You don’t have to be first aid qualified, 
you just have to be willing to perform 
hands-only CPR and be over 18 years old.”

For more information about Shocktober, 
the GoodSAM app and how to perform 
CPR and use an AED, visit ambulance.vic.
gov.au/shocktober.

Learn how to save 
lives this ShocktoberAuxiliary brings barista coffee and more 

food options to Phillip Island Health Hub
STAFF and consumers at 

Phillip Island Health Hub at 
Cowes now have access to baris-
ta made coffee and a fridge full 
of food on Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays (9am - 1pm).

The Phillip Island Health Hub 
Auxiliary donated $14,500 for 
the purchase of a coffee cart  
through fundraising efforts 
including horse racing days, 
raffles and trivia nights, which 
means staff and members of the 
public can purchase beverages 
or a snack.

Next to the coffee cart, in the 
Hub reception area, there is 
also a vending fridge with a va-
riety of healthy drinks and food. 
Together, the cart and fridge 
provide a convenient selection 
of coffee and food options for 
patients, families and staff.

Phillip Island Health Hub Auxiliary Outgoing President Lyn Wadeson cuts the ribbon to 
open the coffee cart at the Phillip Island Health Hub at Cowes, with barista Sue Gale.

Local clinic helps bladder cancer patients

GSHS’ Urology Continence Nurse Practitioner Dianne 
Jones with patient Trevor, who is receiving cancer treatment 
without the travel to Melbourne.
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36E Bair St, Leongatha
0448 881 016

LLLLLLLLaLLaL hhL hLL hL && BBrrBrBBrB wwLash & Brow
SPEECCIALISTSSPECIALISTS

To book or more
information call
0448 881 016 or
scan the code

We specialise in
Eyelash Extensions
Lash lifts
Brow Sculpts
Tinting and Dye
Spray Tans
Cosmetic Tattoo
Brows
Lashline
Enhancement
Lips

Free

Consultations

Available

BookPromHealth
Osteopathy, Chinese Medicine & Rehab Gym.

Services: massage, adjustments, exercise prescription, shockwave, laser,
dry needling, acupuncture, cupping, moxa.

Conditions: an extensive range including back & neck pain, arthritis, pregnancy,
headaches, jaw pain, bursitis, tendon problems & mobility issues.

See our website or call us for for more details.

86 Main Street, Foster VIC 3960       |       www.promhealth.au        |         03 5959 1900

Join our all-inclusive 
Zumba & Chi Ball 

Mind-Body classes!
Experience fi tness in a 

welcoming environment where 
everyone can go at their own 

pace - perfect for beginners and 
experienced participants alike. 
If you think you can’t, you can!

Join us for music, laughter, 
and movement every Monday, 

Thursday, and Friday at the 
Inverloch Warrawee Club.

Contact Glenys Armstrong on 
0425 828 222 to get started!
crazylovezumba@me.com
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HYPNOTHERAPY 
& COUNSELLING

CHILDREN and ADULTS
H Anxiety H Stress 

H P.T.S.D. H DEPRESSION
H Sports Performance H Achieve Goals 

H LOSE WEIGHT H STOP SMOKING
H Relationship Issues 
H I.B.S. H Addictions 

H PHOBIAS H Fertility Issues
Private Health Insurance Rebates available

Over 30 years experience 
in fertility health care

Call Danielle Aitken 
0409 332 052

Servicing Kilcunda and surrounding districts

LEARN Mind Body Techniques based 
on Science and Neuroplasticity
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HEALTH WELLNESSHEALTH WELLNESSand
Blood Drive rolls 
into Wonthaggi
GOT a bit of time next month? Time to 

give blood and change lives? One in three 
people in Wonthaggi will need blood, and 
they need people like you to give it. 

The Mobile Blook Donor Centre is roll-
ing into town from October 29 to No-
vember 1. Tuesday, October 29 11.15am 
– 6.15pm. Wednesday, October 30 & 
Thursday, October 31, 9am – 6.15pm. 
Friday, November 1, 730am – 3.15pm.

Don’t forget to pre-book your spot 
at lifeblood.com.au, on the app or on  
13 14 95. 

Maternity services ready to grow
GIPPSLAND Southern Health 

Service (GSHS) is ready to grow 
its maternity services and is en-
couraging more local women to 
use their local facilities.

The number of women giv-
ing birth at GSHS has dropped 
over recent years, but Director 
of Nursing and Midwifery at Le-
ongatha, Kylie Ashton, says the 
family-friendly GSHS facilities 
offer many advantages.

“We’re dedicated to provid-
ing exceptional maternity care, 
blending advanced facilities 
with specialised, compassion-
ate staff to offer a family-cen-
tred approach throughout your 
pregnancy, birthing, and early 
parenting journey,” Ms Ashton 
said.

Families having their children 
at GSHS are appreciating the 
experience, including Jayde 
Robinson and Corey Gilding 
who recently welcomed Kayce 
James to the world, joining his 
big brother Dean, 4, and sister 
Kensie, 2.

“Our pregnancy and birthing 
experience have been truly won-
derful – one of the best in the 
region,” they said.

“The midwives have been  

caring, supportive, and respect-
ful of all our choices. We feel 
incredibly fortunate to have had 
such a dedicated team, always 
ready to meet our needs and 
make this journey positive.”

In the past financial year 
there were 148 births at GSHS, 
significantly below previous 
heights of around 200 a year.

Ms Ashton said the changes 
were influenced by the changing 
local demographic, but some 
local women could be travelling 
out of the region because they 

didn’t know about Leongatha’s 
maternity capacity.

“We want everyone in our re-
gion, from Inverloch to Koo 
Wee Rup to Loch to Poowong to 
know we have a beautiful low-
risk maternity model,” she said.

“We have a vibrant midwifery 
workforce and a focused lead-
ership team that is dedicated to 
delivering gold standard, low-
risk maternity care and we’d 
like more local women to use 
the service.”

The midwifery department 

is adopting a new leadership 
model and will soon appoint an 
ongoing midwifery nursing unit 
manager.

One of the unique features of 
the services is its focus on being 
family friendly.

“We encourage partners to be 
present right through birth and 
the post-natal period,” she said. 
“It’s a family journey.”

The unit is recognised as a 
Level 3 maternity capability 
and Level 2 newborn capability. 
The collaborative team includes 
midwives, lactation consul-
tants, GP obstetricians, theatre 
staff, and allied health profes-
sionals working together to de-
liver comprehensive care.

The hospital has two birthing 
suites with ensuites and thera-
peutic water baths for labour, 
ensuring both comfort and safe-
ty, and there is nearby theatre 
access for caesareans and an-
aesthetic support for epidurals. 
GSHS’s postnatal rooms are 
equipped with large ensuites, 
corner baths, and inbuilt baby 
baths. 

For more information or to 
schedule a visit, contact GSHS 
on 5667 5555.

Prom Health welcomes Osteopath Belle Cocksedge back to Foster
PROM Health, an allied 

health clinic in Foster, is 
thrilled to announce that lo-
cal woman Belle Cocksedge 
has returned to South 
Gippsland to join their team 
as an osteopath. Belle, who 
grew up in Foster, has moved 
back after spending several 
years working in Melbourne.

“I’ve returned to be part of 
the community again and to 
enjoy the South Gippsland 
lifestyle,” Belle said. 

Belle brings a wealth of 
experience to Prom Health, 
having worked at an osteo-
pathic clinic in Parkdale, 
and four years of experience 
teaching both mat and re-
former Pilates at busy stu-
dios in Melbourne. She has 
a particular interest in treat-
ing conditions such as neck 
and lower back pain, sports 
injuries, and providing care 
for pregnancy-related and 
pelvic floor issues. For more 
information, you can visit 
the Prom Health website for 
Belle’s full biography. 

Belle is also a dedicated 
member of the Fish Creek 
Football Club, where she has 
worked as a sports trainer 
for several years. Her family 
has deep roots in the South 
Gippsland community – her 
mother is a long-standing 
nurse at the Foster Medical 
Centre, and her family owns 
a dairy farm in Yanakie. Belle 
returns to Foster with her  

fiancé Tom and their golden 
retriever, Wally. 

Prom Health’s newly reno-
vated allied health clinic in 
Foster, which opened in May 
2023, is owned and operated 
by husband-and-wife team 
Xavier Grech and Laura Mal-
ady. Their goal was to create 
a welcoming, professional 
space for both patients and 
practitioners. 

“This is an exciting new 
chapter for us. We’re expand-
ing the clinic to better serve 
the health needs of the South 
Gippsland community. The 
two of us can only do so 
much – many hands make 
light work,” said Xavier. 

In addition to osteopa-
thy, Prom Health offers ser-
vices in Traditional Chinese 
Medicine/Acupuncture and 
Strength and Condition-
ing exercise programs, all 
housed within their fully 
equipped rehab gym. Os-
teopathy, which focuses on 
treating the body’s muscu-
loskeletal system, is similar 
to physiotherapy and is ideal 
for treating a range of condi-
tions, from sports injuries to 
chronic pain.

For more information about 
Prom Health’s services or to 
book an appointment with 
Belle or any of their practi-
tioners, visit their website or 
contact the clinic directly at 
promhealth.au or call 5959 
1900.

Belle Cocksedge joins Xavier and Laura at Prom Health in 
an exciting addition to the team, offering osteopathy.

Jayde Robinson and Corey Gilding with Kayce James. 
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VETERANS’ HEALTH WEEK

SUPPORT Services for 
Veterans and their fami-
lies.

RSL Sub-Branch (To 
find your local sub-branch 
visit rslvic.com.au/about-
us/sub-branches):

To provide mateship and 
support to Australia’s vet-
erans and their families, 
including financial hard-
ship, assistance with DVA 
pensions and advocacy, 
crisis accommodation, ac-
cess to employment path-
ways and transition to ci-
vilian life, and combatting 
social isolation through 
engagement programs.

RSL Active (rslvic.com.
au/veteran-services/com-
munity-and-social/rsl-ac-
tive):

A program to actively 
support younger veterans, 
reduce social isolation and 
promote health and well-
being. Head into your local 
RSL to find out what’s on, 
or where your closest RSL 

Active is taking place.
RSL Victoria Veteran 

Support: 
Veteran Central - rslvic.

com.au/veteran-support/
veteran-central/ 

Compensation Support/
Advocacy – Contact Inver-
loch RSL (

0400 825 386) or Leon-
gatha RSL (5662 2012)

Veterans Employment 
Program (rslvic.com.au/
veteran-support/veterans-
employment-program/
veterans-employment-
program-opportunities)

Financial Welfare (rslvic.
com.au/veteran-services/
military-compensation-
advocacy/financial-wel-
fare)

Soldier On (1300 620 
380|soldieron.org.au): 

Assists ADF personnel, 
veterans and their fami-
lies, with meaningful em-
ployment, a sense of pur-
pose and a connection to 
community.

AS VETERANS Health 
Week kicks off, Inverloch 
RSL is ramping up its ef-
forts to connect with vet-
erans through a series of 
RSL Active events tailored 
to reach more veterans in 
the region.

For Health Week they 
will be featuring Profes-
sor Peter Hudson who will 
describe new biotechnol-
ogy products to improve 
cancer treatments. This 
will be held at 10am at the 
Inverloch RSL Hall.

Recognising that tradi-
tional hall-based events 
may not suit everyone, the 
RSL is shifting its focus to 
more flexible and acces-
sible options for local and 
visiting veterans, and their 
families.

Among the upcoming 
initiatives are morning 
coffee meetups, which will 
run throughout summer. 
These informal gather-
ings are designed to con-
nect with local veterans as 
well as visiting veterans, 
and their families, who 
frequent Inverloch during 
the holiday season. Work-
ing alongside local busi-
nesses and neighbouring 
sub-branches, everyone is 
welcome to join. 

As the warmer months 
approach, Inverloch RSL 
will also be hosting regular 
evening beach walks, be-
ginning at 5.30pm. These 
walks provide a relaxed 
environment for veterans 
to socialise while enjoying 
the coastal scenery. Fol-
lowing the walks, partici-
pants will have the option 
to return to the RSL for a 
casual barbecue.

As published in the Sep-
tember 17 edition, when 
the Sentinel-Times sat 
down with Inverloch RSL 
committee members, the 
team are maintaining mo-
mentum in their advocacy 
efforts following the re-
lease of the Final Report 
of the Royal Commission 
into Defence and Veteran 
Suicide. 

On October 17, Presi-
dent Ross Gabb will be 
attending the RSL State 

Presidents Forum to dis-
cuss improvements in 
communication policies. 
Earlier this year, Inver-
loch RSL successfully 
passed a Policy Remit 
at the State Conference 
aimed at enhancing com-
munication strategies 
to better reach veterans 
and their families.

“This isn’t a membership 
drive,” secretary Lindsay 
Guerin emphasised.

“It’s about improving 
how we communicate 
with veterans – making 
sure they know we’re here 
for them and their fami-
lies, whether they’re look-
ing for support, camara-
derie, or simply a place to 
connect.”

In a show of respect for 
those who served in Af-
ghanistan, the RSL will 
hold a short service on 
Friday, October 11 at 9am 
at the Inverloch Ceno-
taph. The ceremony will 
commemorate Operation 
SLIPPER, the Australian 
Defence Force’s mission in 
Afghanistan. While there 
is no set date to recognise 
broader Middle East op-
erations, October 11 has 
been designated by the 
Australian War Memo-
rial to commemorate the 
Afghanistan operations. 
Veterans, their families 
and members of the pub-
lic are welcome to join the 
service.

Inverloch RSL has an ar-
ray of members ready and 
able to assist, whether it’s 
advocacy support for pen-
sions and compensation, 
guidance towards avail-
able mental health sup-
port services specifically 
designed for veterans and 
their families, or simply a 
coffee and a chat, with no 
obligation to be a mem-
ber, the gents and ladies 
are ready to help you. Re-
member, you don’t have to 
go at it alone.

For more information 
on upcoming events at 
Inverloch reach out to the 
RSL directly or visit the  
Inverloch RSL Facebook 
page.

IT MAY have rained Sun-
day morning (October 6), 
but the skies cleared as 
the Young Veterans from 
Melbourne arrived at Wont-
haggi Gun Club for a special 
collaboration event between 
Wonthaggi RSL and Young 
Veterans South East Mel-
bourne.

Ten practice shots under 
careful guidance by Wont-
haggi Gun Club members, 
was followed by a 20-round 
competition with prizes 
awarded at the end.

The event saw eight visi-
tors to the club with several 
club members also mem-
bers of the RSL or veterans 
themselves.

The event is one of many 
that are hosted locally and 
further afield by Wonthaggi 
RSL as part of RSL Active, 
and separately by Young 
Veterans. Inverloch RSL 
also have a great array of 
RSL Active events, several 
in collaboration with Wont-
haggi. 

“A lot of our members 
here today, are ex-army,” 
Wonthaggi RSL President 
Dan Lucas explained.

“A few navy also joined in, 
and like Andy, some choose 
not to shoot but come out 
for the day to be a part of it.

“There is a social aspect to 
all our events. A key factor 
for veteran mental health 

is getting active and social 
to stimulate your mental 
health.”

The sentiment is shared 
by Stuart Couch from 
Young Veterans and the Vice 
President of Dandenong-
Cranbourne RSL.

“Young Veterans host tar-
geted group activities that 
bring veterans and their 
families together, a lynchpin 
to help veterans integrate 
back into society,” Stuart 
said.

“You have a common 
bond, and friendships are 
formed.”

Young Veterans was 
founded by brothers, Chris 
and Scott May, along with 
their friend Sven Thomp-
son, veterans of Afghanistan 
and/or Iraq. After Chris was 
severely injured during de-
ployment, he faced chal-
lenges adjusting to civilian 
life. Seeing many of their 
friends struggling as well, 
they decided to take action.

“There was little to no 
post-service support,” Stu-
art continued, reflecting on 
his transition and that of 
most service personnel. “I 
was out in 28 days.”

“You lose your sense of 
community,” Young Vet-
eran South East Mel-
bourne chapter coordina-
tor Mathew Keene added, 
noting veterans often leave 

their mates behind when 
they are discharged.

“We want to break down 
the barriers of re-inte-
gration, bringing together 
like-minded groups in a 
comfortable environment. 
The social connections, the 
mateship; love getting peo-
ple out and about.

“We’re here shooting to-
day, next week Werribee 
Zoo, an American BBQ So-
cial Day with Veterans for 
Fishing – where we’ll learn 
to cook, there are surf-
ing events at Anglesea and 
UrbnSurf, fishing tourna-
ments – there’s so many 
ideas that come up, even 
this morning on the way 
down, a new group of veter-
ans who hadn’t met before, 
they were exchanging ideas.

“Having the Young Veter-
ans Bus means veterans 
can rock up, jump on and 
have an enjoyable day.”

And whilst today’s event 
was hosted by Wonthaggi 
RSL Active, the veterans 
are keen to spread the 
word about staying active 
and connected for mental 
health.

“We understand not every 
veteran wants to become an 
RSL member, or be affiliat-
ed with the RSL, but we are 
so much more, we have the 
resources if veterans need 
support or assistance, and 

you don’t even need to be a 
member to join in a number 
of our events, just a veteran 
or emergency service per-
sonnel,” Dan explained.

And whilst Stuart was 
more than delighted to 
point out that RSL Active 
started after Young Veter-
ans, Dan was quick to note 
that Wonthaggi is the largest 
regional RSL Active.

The duo also remarked 
that veterans should not 
give up on RSLs if they’d 
previously had a bad expe-
rience in the past.

“Younger veterans are the 
custodians of the RSLs, 
they are the spirit of the AN-
ZACS.”

“A lot is changing.”
Wonthaggi RSL Active 

events include Archery (De-
cember 8), Monthly Walk 
(Fourth Thursday of the 
month at 9.30am), Morning 
Tea (Third Thursday of the 
month at 10am), Inverloch-
Wonthaggi Clay Target Chal-
lenge and numerous other 
events. Pop into Wonthaggi 
RSL for more details.

For a full list of Veterans’ 
Health Week (and Octo-
ber events) across Victoria 
head to dva.gov.au/get-sup-
port/health-support/work-
and-social-life-programs/
veterans-health-week/vet-
erans-health-week-2024/
victoria-event-calendar.

LEONGATHA RSL is hold-
ing an excursion to the Roy-
al Botanic Gardens Cran-
bourne on October 16 to 
mark Veterans’ Health Week, 
with the welfare of veterans 
and their families an impor-
tant focus throughout the 
year and veteran support 
services always available.

Veterans’ Health Week runs 
from October 13-20, with the 
theme ‘Keep Connected’. 

The Cranbourne Botanic 
Gardens was chosen as an 
ideal location for Veterans’ 
Health Week, promoting 
a sense of wellbeing and 
peace.

The excursion, titled ‘Nour-
ish & Collect, a Healthy Liv-
ing Experience’ is free, with 
the RSL shouting lunch.

A free walking tour, and a 
tourist ‘train’ trip around the 
gardens have been organ-
ised, with the RSL picking 
up the tab for those booked 
on the ‘train’.

At the time of writing, 
there were only a couple of 
‘train’ seats left.

There is no obligation 
to take a walking tour or 
‘train’ trip.

A bus leaves Leongatha 
RSL at 9.30am, with people 
required to book their seat 
by calling the RSL on 5662 
2747, and those wanting to 
come encouraged to RSVP 
by October 9.

Anyone requiring special 
dietary needs should advise 
the RSL.

Call Wendy Wyhoon on 
0407 863 477 or the RSL 
for further information.

All veterans are encour-
aged to take up the oppor-
tunities available through 
the RSL, whether they need 
support or just want to so-
cialise.

For those interested in 
support services, welfare 
officers are available on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays at Leongatha 
RSL and people are encour-
aged to call the RSL on 5662 
2747.

Welfare officers are happy 
to see them there or at the 
Leongatha RSL hub if pre-
ferred.

Pensions advocates are 
available at the Leongatha 
RSL hub on Thursdays 
and offer assistance with  

anything to do with DVA, 
service pensions, gold cards, 
white cards and eligibility.

Call the RSL to make an 
appointment. 

Support is always avail-
able and visits to veterans 
can be arranged.

Leongatha RSL also runs 
welfare lunches monthly.

While there is a strong 
focus in the media on the 
World Wars and Vietnam 
War on occasions such as 
Anzac Day and Remem-
brance Day, Leongatha RSL 
secretary Vivian Carroll 
stressed veterans of cam-
paigns such as Iraq and Af-
ghanistan along with those 
who served on peacekeeping 
missions mustn’t be forgot-
ten.

Many are suffering as a re-
sult of their service, whether 
psychologically or physical-
ly, and that can spark issues 
such as substance abuse, 
homelessness and dealing 
with the challenges of a re-
turn to civilian life that have 
always confronted many vet-
erans.

While some of those more 
recent veterans have already 

been embraced by Leon-
gatha RSL, Vivian said those 
in charge would love to wel-
come more.

She has long been involved 
in veteran welfare, her pas-
sion driven by the World 
War II service of her grand-
father and her father’s Viet-
nam War service, having wit-
nessed the ongoing impact 
of the conflict on her dad.

RSL Victoria is there to 
provide assistance and sup-
port to past and present 
service personnel and their 
families.

You do not have to be a 
member of the RSL to re-
ceive assistance from RSL 
Victoria; any current or for-
mer member of the Austra-
lian Defence Force, our al-
lies, or a dependent of those 
in either group can access 
support.

That support is wide-rang-
ing, catering to the specific 
needs of individuals, includ-
ing empowering veterans 
to develop their social net-
works, the Veteran Employ-
ment Program, Financial 
Welfare initiatives and men-
tal health support.

Staying connected and social is the key
A fun day was had by Wonthaggi RSL members and Young Veterans at Wonthaggi Gun Club. C02_4124

Shining a light on Inverloch RSL

Veterans’ Health Week highlights ongoing support services

Veteran Support Services
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Ready to Make a Change?
Jason Crestani, your local Psychologist!

Over 28 years experience • Local resident.
Most assessments for NDIS & private including 

ASD, ADHD & IQ for adults & children.

Ready to make a change?
Jason Crestani, your local Psychologist!

www.inspiredhoney.com   Ph 0425 764733

• Over 28 years experience  • Local resident
• Children and adult appointments

• NDIS & Medicare  • ASD, IQ & ADHD assessments
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MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS

With Jason Crestani, 
Psychologist
 

WITH Mental Health 
Month, local Bass Coast 
Psychologist Jason Crest-
ani has taken the opportu-
nity to explore what to do 
when we feel overwhelmed 
at work or at home.

“While this time of year 
brings the happy anticipa-
tion of warmer weather 
and holidays,” Jason said, 
“it also brings competing 
priorities for the end of the 
year and of course, Christ-
mas.”

When you’re swamped by 
your to-do list or your emo-
tions, everything may seem 
too much to handle, which 
affects your emotional well-
being. We can feel stuck, un-
able to move forward, and 
sometimes even hopeless. 

“The cup is filled to the 
brim with water. Every task, 
worry, or challenge you face 
is another drop of water 
added to the cup. When 
there’s too much water, it’s 
saying hello to overwhelm.”

Overwhelm is a natural 
response to the high de-
mands placed on us, not a 
reflection of our capabilities 
or strength. Understanding 
these overwhelming feelings 
can help find relief and re-
gain a sense of balance.

Jason consults with many 
clients both privately and un-
der the NDIS. Many are fam-
ilies trying to balance it all 
with some sense of control.
1. Stop and breathe

When you feel over-
whelmed, pause for a mo-
ment. Take deep, slow 
breaths. This simple action 
can help calm your mind 
and body.

2. Break tasks into small-
er steps

If you have a big task, 
break it down into smaller, 
more manageable steps to 
make it feel less overwhelm-
ing.
3. Practice mindfulness or 
meditate

Engage in mindfulness 
exercises or meditation to 
help bring your focus back 
to the present and reduce 
feelings of overwhelm. A 
good time is before bed to 
assist in calmness for rest-
ful sleep.
4. Make a “no” list

Identify things you can say 
no to. This list can help you 
prioritise and reduce the 
number of tasks or commit-
ments you have. It’s about 
learning how to defend your 
time and prioritise what 
matters to you.
5. Delegate tasks

If you have too much on 
your plate, see if there are 
tasks you can hand off to 

someone else. Sharing the 
load can be a huge relief. 
People pleasers find this 
difficult, but often others 
are happy to help if they can 
understand the need and 
see a defined role for them.
6. Be kind with yourself

Remind yourself that it’s 
okay to feel this way. Treat 
yourself with the same gen-
tleness and understanding 
you’d offer a good friend.
7. Journal your thoughts

Writing down what you’re 
feeling and thinking can 
help clear your mind and 
organise your thoughts. 
Journaling can help kick-
start your creativity.
8. Prioritise sleep

Make sure you have a 
regular sleep routine and 
a comfortable environment 
for good-quality sleep. 
9. Focus on what you can 
control

Concentrate on the 
things you have power 
over and try to let go of 
worries about things you 
can’t control. More control 
over your emotions is the 
key to dealing with feeling 
overwhelmed.
10. Include activity

Physical activity is a 
great stress reliever. Mind-
ful walking, a dance break, 
or any type of movement 
that feels good to you will 
provide an extra boost of 
feel-good emotions to com-
bat overwhelm and stress.

Jason Crestani with In-
spired Honey Psychology 
offers assessments such as 
ASD and ADHD, IQ and ed-
ucational. To make an ap-
pointment for assessments 
or therapy call 0425 764 
733 or visit inspiredhoney.
com

What to do when you feel overwhelmed

In addition to therapy, 
Bass Coast Psychologist 
Jason Crestani offers 
assessments such as 
ASD and ADHD, IQ and 
educational.

PEOPLE are grappling with high lev-
els of distress and emerging mental 
health issues for up to ten years before 
reaching out for support, a major Be-
yond Blue survey has found. 

Australia’s 2024 Mental Health and 
Wellbeing Check, undertaken by Aus-
tralian National University’s Social 
Research Centre on behalf of Beyond 
Blue, is a representative survey that 
gives a reliable pulse check on the cur-
rent state of mental health and wellbe-
ing in Australia. 

Researchers surveyed more than 
5000 people around the country about 
the common causes of distress they’ve 
experienced in the past year and how 
they have supported their mental 
health.  

This year, almost half (49 per cent) 
of those who sought professional men-
tal health support said they had waited 
until they were “very distressed” or “ex-
tremely distressed” before they reached 
out, compared to 30 per cent who were 
moderately distressed. 

Some people waited up to ten years 
before seeking support.  

The top barriers to taking action in-
cluded waitlists, affordability of treat-
ment and people thinking their prob-
lem wasn’t serious enough to seek 
support.  

Shame is also getting worse – 22 per 
cent of people say they aren’t getting 
professional mental health support be-
cause they feel ashamed, up from 13 
per cent two years ago.  

“The main reasons people don’t seek 
support are well known – it can be 
expensive and the waitlists are long. 
What’s important about this survey is 
that it’s telling us mental health litera-
cy and increasing feelings of shame are 
barriers too,” Beyond Blue CEO Geor-
gie Harman said. 

“Feeling unsure about when to seek 
support seems to be causing as many 
delays in help-seeking as long wait-
lists,” Ms Harman said. 

“Increasingly, life feels more stressful 
and unpredictable.  People are dealing 
with compounding and mounting pres-
sures. They’re strung out but muddling 
through. The pressures people face can 

often snowball to have a real and nega-
tive impact on our mental health and 
wellbeing.

“This data tells us that people are de-
laying asking for support or waiting until 
they are in severe distress. Beyond Blue 
is working to change this with our free, 
effective mental health support options. 
It’s never too late and it’s never too early 
to contact us.” 

The release of key survey findings co-
incides with the start of World Mental 
Health Month.  

This is the second Australia’s Mental 
Health and Wellbeing Check undertaken 
since it started in 2022, when cost of liv-
ing pressures began to climb.  

Nearly half of all respondents – 46 per 
cent – named financial pressure as a key 
factor in their distress.  

Housing affordability and personal re-
lationship challenges were also identi-
fied as stress factors by 34 per cent of 
respondents. 

Just over a quarter of respondents 
who reported that they’d experienced a 
mental health challenge in the past 12 
months did not seek any support for 
their mental health.  

“Mental health issues, or experiences 
of situational distress, are easier to man-
age when we get onto them early, before 
they snowball,” Ms Harman said  

“We want people to know that you don’t 
need to be struggling for years before 
your problems are worth addressing – 
you don’t have to be at crisis point to 
benefit from support.”  

“Feeling constantly overwhelmed or 
worried, prolonged feelings of being flat 
or stuck, or having trouble sleeping are 
some of the signs you to look out for.”  

“Our message this World Mental Health 
Month is that when it comes to your 
mental health, don’t wait until things re-
ally get on top of you. Let people know 
how you’re feeling or check in with some-
one you’ve noticed changes in. The ear-
lier the better. You’re not alone.”

“Beyond Blue offers free, 24/7 support 
right around Australia. There’s the Be-
yond Blue Support Service, which offers 
support by phone, webchat and email, 
and there’s our online community fo-
rums.” 

Data reveals people 
struggle for years 

If you need support, talk to a GP, health professional or contact: 
• SANE Australia on 1800 18 SANE (7263) or sane.org.
• Beyond Blue on 1300 22 46 36 or beyondblue.org.au.
• Lifeline on 13 11 14 or lifeline.org.au.
• Suicide Call Back Service on 1300 659 467 or suicidecallbackservice.org.au.
• MensLine Australia on 1300 789 978 or mensline.org.au.
• headspace on 1800 650 890 or headspace.org.au.
• Kids’ Helpline on 1800 551 800 or kidshelpline.com.au.
• SuicideLine Victoria 1300 651 251, suicideline.org.au
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Postal Address: P.O. Box 922, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995
18 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI

5657 3341  
E: wakley.sculptor@outlook.com | W: barrywakleysculptor.com.au

MONUMENT SERVICES
NOW IN WONTHAGGI

- Solid Granite monuments in many colours 
and designs to suit any budget
- Quality granite restorations

- Letter cutting and renovations

EST 1530 UK

1882 AUSTRALIA

BARRY WAKLEY 

SCULPTOR MONUMENTAL 

MASON PTY. LTD.

"Memorials of Distinction"

MONUMENTAL MASONS

MASTER STONE MASONS

Solid Granite monuments 

in many colors and designs 

to suit any budget.

Letter cutting 

and renovation.

Jumbunna Road,

KORUMBURRA.

��5657 3341

Fax 5657 3366

KU1828

A.C.N. 076 028 790

PROOF TO KERRY

“Memorials of Distinction”
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BARRY WAKLEY  
SCULPTOR  

MONUMENTAL MASON PTY LTD
EST 1530 UK

1882 AUSTRALIA
ACN: 076 028 790

Funeral Planning

BARRY Wakley Sculp-
tors and Monumental Ma-
sons provide appealing 
and durable monuments 
made from polished gran-
ite, which lasts far longer 
than alternatives such as 
concrete and marble.

The long-running family 
business, formerly situ-
ated in Korumburra and 
now based in Wonthaggi, 
carries out expert gold leaf 
inscriptions, monument 
installation and restora-
tion of old monuments.

People can choose be-
tween a vast selection of 
stone colours, sizes and 
designs.

Barry’s family has a 
long history of stonema-
sons dating back as far 
as the 1530s, leading him 
into that career, with his 
father beginning to teach 
him the craftsmanship 
required when Barry was 
aged just 10.

During his years as a 
stonemason, Barry, origi-
nally from Britain, has 
been responsible for res-
toration work on monu-
ments in Westminster 
Abbey and Canterbury 
Cathedral.

Locally, he created the 
sandstone sculpture of a 
miner in Korumburra to 
replace a vandalised origi-
nal, as well as restoring 
a sculpture of a life-size 
marble figure at the war 
memorial in Sale.

Now in his eighties, 
Barry has stepped back 
from heavy duties but has 

assembled a dedicated 
team intent on providing 
excellent service.

“We give a good prod-
uct,” Barry said of the 
continued commitment to 
excellence.

Co-owner and Barry’s 
wife Rose is an active part 
of the business, ensur-
ing clients receive exactly 
what they desire in terms 
of inscriptions.

That includes a wide 
range of available fonts 
and designs.

Rose uses a computer to 
achieve the desired look, 
enabling her to ensure it 
meets expectations, then 
sends her designs to a 
machine known as a ‘plot-
ter’ that prints a stencil of 
those designs.

‘Monumental Fixers’ Rex 
Sapungan and Randy Er-
mino, who were trained 
by Barry, use the stencils 
to guide the creation of the 

desired inscriptions, first 
carefully measuring to en-
sure correct placement on 
the stone.

Garnet sand blasting 
is used to engrave the in-
scriptions into the granite.

After further preparation 
of the stone, 23 carat gold 
leaf is applied to ensure 
lettering and images stand 
out in a visually appeal-
ing fashion, with cuttlefish 
backbone the ideal mate-
rial to give the stone a final 
buff.

Barry Wakley Sculptors 
and Monumental Masons 
specialise in unique gran-
ite monuments for any 
budget, and can discuss 
pre-arranged engravings 
and monuments for those 
looking to organise ahead 
of time.

For more information 
email wakley.sculptor@
outlook.com or call 5657 
3341.

Lasting tributes at Barry Wakley 
Sculptors and Monumental Masons

Rex Sapungan makes sure his stencil is precisely 
placed on the stone as he prepares for the inscription 
process. A07_3323

Full memorials in 
single and double can 
be arranged with pre-
engraved memorials also 
popular. 

Double full memorials in a range of grantite options.

Why pre-arrange 
your funeral?

IT MAY sound morbid, but pre-
arrangement is an important way to 
record your wishes as to how you 
would like your funeral to be conduct-
ed. Do you have beloved songs you 
wish to be played, or maybe a pref-
erence for a particular coloured cas-
ket? A favourite native or flower you 
wish to be remembered by? Maybe as 
your family and friends say their final 
goodbye you would like your humor-
ous personality to shine with a sur-
prise rendition of “Another One Bites 
the Dust” by Queen.

It can be devastating for family and 
close friends to cope with the death 
of a loved one, whilst trying to sift 
through 100s of photos and select the 
best songs for the moment.

It’s therapeutic yes, but what if they 
miss one thing, what if they wonder, 
did you really love that song, or per-
haps hate it? There will always be the 
classic go-tos for a funeral, but there 
is also something to be said for those 
that are a reflection of the individual. 

In planning a funeral, for a loved 
one, a few years back, this scribe 
went through exactly that. I didn’t 
know what my uncle’s favourite song 
was, we knew the type of music, but 
he had hundreds of CD’s, we selected 
what we thought he would have liked, 
and whilst everyone said it was a won-
derful service, was it really what he 
would have wanted?

In laying out his music, I put to-
gether my own Spotify list, my fu-
neral. Whilst hoping not to go any-
where anytime soon, it gave me peace 
of mind – it’s unlikely my better half 
would select any of those songs. Years 
of my life were spent dancing around 
vacuuming to 3 Doors Down, Follow 
the Sun by Xavier Rudd brings back 
memories of driving with the window 
down around Sicily – the only English 
song on the radio, but by goodness, it 
was a hit! Love of Candle in the Wind 
by Elton John.

For some, we live our lives besides 
those we have loved for a long time, 
for others, there is life before they 
stepped into it, and they may not 
know about the special moments that 
came before, which to others may 
hold special memories.

In my uncle’s case, his late wife’s 
family were completely unaware of 40 
years prior to them coming in – the 
years spent racing or owning dingos, 
his love of rescue dogs and the many 
cars.

So, whether those wishes are record-
ed with a funeral home, or if you’re 
not quite ready to take that step, and 
you write down some thoughts on a 
piece of paper and share it with those 
you trust, you might just be saving 
them the what if, and more impor-
tantly, it’ll be exactly how you want to 
be remembered.

Venus Bay’s Mark Radley is 
determined to reduce the loss of 
wildlife on local roads. A21_4124

Action to cut 
wildlife loss in 

Venus Bay
A SPIKE in local wildlife killed on 

the roads prompted Venus Bay resi-
dent Mark Radley to act, having signs 
made to urge drivers to slow down, 
and there has been a rapid uptake of 
the signs in the community.

Having confirmed the signs are al-
lowed to be displayed on fences, Mark 
had 100 made, selling them within two 
days, demonstrating how passionate 
many in the area are about reducing 
wildlife deaths.

“I became really frustrated by the 
number of dead wombats on the side 
of the road,” he said of what com-
pelled him to help alter driver behav-
iour and give wildlife a better chance 
of survival.

Wombats are particularly suscepti-
ble to being hit by vehicles, with Mark 
saying about one a week is killed in 
Venus Bay alone.

He stressed that it takes two years 
from conception for a wombat joey to 
leave its mother.

While some of orphaned joeys are 
saved by good samaritans and looked 
after by wildlife carers, many are lost. 

Wombats face the added devastation 
of mange, a painful condition that is 
ultimately fatal if not treated in time.

Community members became aware 
of Mark’s campaign for change through 
the Tarwin Lower/Venus Bay Facebook 
page, and he said that is the best place 
to visit to order signs, with more to be 
produced.

“Our local wildlife is dying for you 
to slow down,” one of the signs says, 
imploring people to “drive to keep our 
nature alive”.

“They just wanted to get home, too,” 
the other states, calling on people to 
slow down.

Both signs provide the Wildlife Vic-
toria number to call if you come upon 
injured wildlife, that being 8400 7300.

Peter Sheers of Venus Bay and Tar-
win Lower’s Maria Vogt will display 
Mark’s messages to drivers, having 
bought signs.

“The signs are a fabulous idea,” Ma-
ria said, believing they will prompt 
drivers to be mindful of wildlife.

“We don’t want people to become 
complacent like in other parts of Aus-
tralia, like Tasmania where there is so 
much road kill,” she added.

Peter stressed that many drivers 
don’t slow down at night, treating the 
speed limit as the minimum speed 
rather than driving to the conditions 
and boosting their chances of not hit-
ting animals on the road.

He is confident the signs will have a 
positive impact on driver behaviour.

Mark is delighted by the response 
his initiative has received, saying the 
community is taking charge of the des-
tiny of its wildlife.
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Harwood Funerals, family owned and operated, are now servicing Bass Coast and South Gippsland . 
For assistance on pre-paying your funeral or planning a funeral for a loved one contact Julie Harwood 0405 669 532Julie Harwood 0405 669 532

“Above and Beyond”

13 Commercial Street, Korumburra  |  www.harwoodfunerals.com.au

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED PRE-PAYING YOUR OWN FUNERAL?
Here’s why it’s a good idea…

•  Paid at today’s cost and price fi xed 
FOREVER – Nothing more to pay. 
Ever.

•  Security Assured. All our pre-paid 
monies are invested with Foresters 
Financial. They are Melbourne 
based and have been looking after 
Victorians since 1849.

•  The money is NOT held in the 
Funeral Director’s bank account. 
It is inaccessible to the Funeral 
Company until we supply a Death 
Certifi cate. This complies with the 
Prepaid Funerals Act.

•  It is a legal means of reducing your 
asset base. Pre-Paid Funerals 
are not classed as an asset by 
Centrelink, therefore you may fi nd 
your benefi ts increase.

•  Can be an important part of 
fi nancial restructuring if you are 
downsizing. And an extension to 
your will.

•  You get what YOU want. We can 
record as many of your wishes 
as you choose, right down to the 
music you would like played. Take 
the guesswork out of the equation 
for your family.

•  Pre-Paid Funeral plans can be 
paid off  over 12, 24 or 36 months,
 with a 30% deposit up front.

•  Planning ahead greatly reduces 
the emotional and 
fi nancial burden on your family.

•  Get it fi xed. Get on with living. 
Planning ahead makes sense.

Funeral Planning

TAKE the guess-
work of planning a 
funeral. Get a book 
and write down your 
life story. 

There are plenty 
of resources on the 
market, from a hum-
ble lined exercise 
book or a little black 
Moleskin (why not in-
dulge?) to beautifully 
crafted legacy books 
specifically designed 
for family after your 
death. There has nev-
er been a better gift to 
those you love than 
writing down your 
story. 

Imagine your loved 
ones, heart-heavy with 
grief, rifling through 
boxes and cupboards 
– old photos, school 
certificates, maybe 
that one postcard you 
sent from a faraway 
place – trying to piece 
together the details of 
a life well-lived. 

Imagine, instead, a 
book, neatly bound, 
with your handwrit-
ing threading through 
its pages. The mo-
ments that made you 
you are already there, 
waiting, offering 
them comfort, guid-
ing them through the 

maze of memory with 
your voice as their 
compass.

When you document 
your life story, you 
control the narrative. 
You get to highlight 
the moments that 
mattered to you most 
– your achievements, 
milestones, and per-
sonal anecdotes that 
capture the essence of 
who you are. It’s also 
a chance to share val-
ues, lessons learned, 
and even family his-
tory that might other-
wise be lost to time.

It’s a map, drawn by 
your own hand, of a 
life uniquely lived.

Whether you choose 
to write in a simple 
notebook or invest in 
a beautifully designed 
legacy journal, the 
impact remains the 
same. Your loved ones 
will have something 
tangible to hold on to, 
to read through when 
they want to remem-
ber your voice, your 
humour, or the wis-
dom you’ve gathered 
over the years, and 
you take the guess-
work out when the fu-
neral home asks, so 
tell us about….?

Everything in one place
Writing down your life story 
is the best gift you can give

A family-owned funeral service 
pu� ing people before profi t

HARWOOD Funerals is a 
proudly independent, family-
owned funeral home serving 
South Gippsland and be-
yond, with branches in Ko-
rumburra, Traralgon, and 
Pakenham.

With over 32 years of expe-
rience in the funeral indus-
try, Julie Harwood leads the 
business, having transitioned 
from nursing to funeral di-
rection – a natural progres-
sion for someone passionate 
about helping people through 
the most difficult moments of 
their lives.

Understanding the person-
alised approach and nur-
turing touch that supports 
families above and beyond, 
Julie’s deep experience in-
cludes playing a key role in 
the development of White 
Lady Funerals.

Now, alongside her hus-
band, son, daughter, and a 
dedicated team of 14, Julie 
operates Harwood Funer-
als with a clear mission: to 
provide affordable, personal 
funeral services that help 
grieving families without 
adding financial strain. The 
Harwood’s believe in help-
ing the local community by 
offering viable alternatives 
to the expensive options 
from large corporate funeral 

companies.
The family dynamic at Har-

wood Funerals is evident in 
every aspect of the business. 
Harwood’s operations man-
ager has worked alongside 
Julie for 25 years  and been 
with the Harwood’s team 
since incorporation, and two 
brothers work among the 
staff, fostering a close-knit 
environment where all team 
members are fully briefed 
to ensure seamless care and 

dignity for every family.
Harwood Funerals offers a 

wide range of services, from 
all-female funeral arrange-
ments to covering every re-
ligion, culture and circum-
stance. Whether it’s helping 
families through a week or 
several weeks of grief and 
arrangements, Julie and 
her team are committed to 
providing compassionate, 
tailored support and free 
advice.

Available 24/7, with their 
Korumburra office open by 
appointment seven days a 
week, Harwood Funerals 
is always there when you 
need them. They handle ev-
erything in-house, ensuring 
the highest standard of care 
without outsourcing any as-
pect of the process.

Harwood Funerals truly 
puts people before profit, 
making a real difference 
when it matters most.

Julie Harwood and her son, Robin, are here for you when it matters most.
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Caring and personal 24 hour Service from our new Chapel
3085 Loch-Wonthaggi Road, Wonthaggi

Cowes office (by appointment) 
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171

www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au     
info@handafunerals.com.au

Locally owned and operated by 
Scott & Sharon Anderson • 5672 1074 • A.F.D.A.
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      Paul & Margaret Beck Props. 
 

 
Phone: (03) 5662 2717 

Our experienced and qualifi ed staff 
provide personal, dignifi ed service to all areas

PRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANS AVAILABLE

Offi  ce and Chapel: 24 Anderson St, Leongatha
info@handleyfs.com.au

    www.handleyfuneralservicescom.au

03 5662 2717 24 HOURS 
7 DAYS

Caring For Our Community

 

Jenny and Rod Milkins

Our family 
 caring for 
  your family

102 Graham Street, Wonthaggi.
p: 5672 3123 or 0439 320 099 e: jenny_milkins@hotmail.com M
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MILKINS FUNERALS

THE COALFIELD CHAPEL

We are a small and dedicated team with over 40 years 
of experience to help and support family and friends of 

loved ones on the day we celebrate their life. 
Pre-paid funerals also available.

Funeral Planning
� e app to help 

with grieving and 
bereavement

Perhaps it’s time to tell your story
DISCOVER how to help someone 

through grief with the MyGrief app. 
Developed by Grief Australia, the 

MyGrief app draws on the latest re-
search and decades of clinical exper-
tise, providing vital information, tools, 
and strategies to assist grieving Austra-
lians.

The app offers guidance to family and 
friends, showing them how to effec-
tively support a loved one during their 
grief. While grief is a universal experi-
ence, everyone navigates it differently. 
By answering a few simple questions, 
the MyGrief app tailors its recommen-
dations, offering personalised strategies 
that can make a real difference.

Launching the app back in November 
2019, Christopher Hall, Australian Cen-
tre for Grief and Bereavement’s Chief 
Executive, emphasised that the app is 
designed to be user-friendly, using sim-
ple language to support and guide users.

“For most people, with the support of 
family and friends and with their own 
internal support, they manage the griev-
ing process quite effectively. But in some 
cases, for example where grieving indi-
viduals don’t have a close personal sup-
port network, they may benefit greatly 
from accessing more formal or profes-
sional support. The MyGrief App will 
help by guiding those people to know 
when to seek it and how to access it,” 
Hall said. 

Jointly funded by Gandel Philanthropy 
and the Jack Brockhoff Foundation, the 
MyGrief App is available for free on An-
droid and Apple devices. 

The Great Questions List 
by StoryCorps Legacy

IF WRITING your story down 
isn’t for you, then perhaps re-
cording it might be the option. 
Whether with an interviewer 
or alone, there are plenty of 
subjects, questions and topic 
you can cover, to help you kick 
start we’ve pulled together a 
selection of questions from 
StoryCorps who are commit-
ted to the idea that everyone 
has an important story to tell 
and everyone’s story matters.

Life
•  What was one of the happi-

est moments of your life? 
The saddest?

•  Who has been the biggest in-
fluence on you?

•  How has your life been dif-
ferent than you imagined it 
would be?

• Do you have any regrets?
•  What are you the proudest 

of in your life?

Growing Up
•  Tell me about the community 

where you grew up.
•  What were you like as a child?
•  What did you do for fun when 

you were young?
•  Did you ever get into trouble? 

What was the worst thing you 
did?

•  Did you have a nickname?
•  What is one of your favourite 

stories from your youth?
•  What were your parents like?
•  Who were your favourite 

relatives?
•  What are the classic family 

stories? Jokes? Songs?

Love
•  When did you first fall in love?
• How did you propose?
•  What were the best times? 

The most difficult times?
•  What have you learned from 

your relationships?

Spirituality
•  Can you tell me about your 

religious/spiritual beliefs? 
What formed them?

•  How have your beliefs 
changed during your life?

•  What was the most profound 
spiritual moment of your life?

•  Have you experienced any 
miracles?

•  Do you believe in an after-
life? What do you think it 
will be like?

School
• Did you enjoy school?
•  What kind of student were 

you?
•  How would your classmates 

remember you?
•  What are your best/worst 

memories of school?
•  Tell me about a teacher or 

teachers who had a partic-
ularly strong influence on 
your life.

Parenthood
•  Can you describe the mo-

ment when you saw your 
child for the first time?

•  Do you have any favourite 
stories about your kids?

•  Do you remember any songs 
that you used to sing to your 
child/children? Can you 
sing them now?

•  What are your dreams for 
your children?

Work
•  What did you want to be 

when you grew up?
•  Tell me about how you got 

into your line of work.
•  What lessons has your work 

life taught you?
•  If you could do anything now, 

what would you do? Why?

War
• Were you in the military?
•  Did you go to war?
• How did war change you?
•  What lessons did you learn 

from this time in your life?

Final Days
•  What is most important to 

you at this time of life?
•  Do you have any last wishes?

Leaving A Legacy
•  What are the most impor-

tant lessons you’ve learned 
in life?

•  Is there anything you’ve nev-
er told me that you’d like to 
tell me today?

•  What advice would you pass on 
to those who come after you?

•  How do you want to be re-
membered?

Photo: Freepik.
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What’s on this 
Festival of Seniors?
  BASS COAST

Men’s Shed Open Day
Tuesday, October 8, 9.30am – 11.30am
Phillip Island Men’s Shed

CrossFit L.I.F.E Class
October 9 & 11, 7am
CrossFit Bass Coast, 1D Elkin Crt, Wonthaggi

Connect, Celebrate and Discover U3A
Thursday, October 10, 4.30pm – 6.30pm
239 White Road, Wonthaggi

Senior Week Film Screening
Friday, October 11, AM Screening: 11.30am, 
PM Screening: 2pm - Wonthaggi Library

Senior Week Book Chat
Wednesday, October 16, 2.30pm – 3.30pm
Wonthaggi Library

Come and Try Croquet
Thursday, October 17, 10am – 2pm 
Wonthaggi Croquet Club, 41 Wentworth Rd

Victorian State Concert Orchestra
Sunday, October 20, 2pm
Wonthaggi Union Community Arts Centre

Upcycled Planters
Monday, October 21, 1.30pm – 3.30pm 
Corinella and District Community Centre

History is alive and well
Tuesday, October 22, 10am – 11.30am
Friday, October 25, 1.30pm – 3pm 
Tuesday, October 29, 10am – 11.30am
Wonthaggi and District Historical Society
Wonthaggi Railway Station Museum

Introduction to BorrowBox
Wednesday, October 23, 2pm – 3pm
Wonthaggi Library

The Memoir Experience
Thursday, October 24, 1.30pm – 3.30pm
Bass Coast Writers, 16 A’Beckett St, Inverloch

Beginner Ukulele Lessons
Every Monday through Oct. and Nov, 11am
Warrawee Seniors Club, Inverloch

  SOUTH GIPPSLAND
 
Chair Yoga 
Tuesday October 8, 10am to 11am
Milpara Community House

Hooves to Heart – A morning with horses
Tuesday, October 8 and Tuesday, October 
22, 10am to 11.30am
The Horse Within Equine Assisted Therapy, 
240 Loch-Poowong Road, Loch

Seniors Month Luncheon
Thursday, October 10, 1pm
Milpara Community House 

Seniors Week Entertainment
Friday, October 11, 1pm to 3pm
Leongatha Senior Citizens Centre 

Qigong
Tuesday, October 15, 10am to 11am
Milpara Community House

Seniors U3A Prom Coast Performing Arts 
Concert Singalong
Wednesday, October 23, 10am to 12.30pm
Foster War Memorial Arts Centre

2024 Seniors Month Lunch
Monday, October 28, 12pm
Mirboo North Hotel

Tai Chi for Arthritis
Every Wednesday through October, 10.30am 
to 11.30am
Milpara Community House

Free public transport
Sunday, October 6 – Sunday, October 13
More info: seniorsonline.vic.gov.au/free-travel

*Please note some events require pre-reg-
istration or booking. Visit basscoast.vic.gov.
au/community-support-services/healthy-
ageing or southgippsland.vic.gov.au/senior-
smonth for individual event information.

An evening of Fed to Red Birds
GET ready for an excit-

ing evening at the Inverloch 
Library this Friday (Octo-
ber 11 at 6pm), as award-
winning author Rijn Collins, 
known for her short stories 
and debut novel Fed to Red 
Birds, brings her captivat-
ing journey and storytelling 
to life. 

In anticipation of the eve-
ning, the Sentinel-Times 
delved into the story behind 
the story with Rijn.

What was the inspiration 
behind this book?

It began as a short story 
that just wouldn’t let go. I 
needed to know what hap-
pened to Elva, my protago-
nist, beyond the scope of 
a short story. It was origi-
nally set in Melbourne, then 
Prague; it took time to find 
its feet. In theme, I wanted 
to explore the hold obses-
sion can have on people, and 
the dark place in the mind 
it occupies. When I did a 
month-long writing residen-
cy in far-northern Iceland, I 
was entranced by the heavy 
snow, the descending dark-
ness, and the total isolation. 
I loved every moment. And I 
realised that was where Elva 
belonged, and my story with 
it. I’m deeply interested in 
exploring isolation and its 
effect on identity and inti-
macy, and Iceland was the 
perfect place to do so. 

My heritage is Irish, but I 
did an ancestry DNA test af-
ter writing Fed to Red Birds, 
and it turns out I actually do 
have Nordic blood, via Ice-
land and Norway. Needless 
to say, I loved this discovery!

How long was the process 
from initial idea to publica-
tion? 

That’s such a difficult 
question! Do I count from 
its origins as a short story, 
or from the original draft set 

in Prague? I love the stage 
where anything is possible 
for your character and their 
journey, and they’re forming 
on the page right in front of 
you. I feel it physically; my 
fingertips tingle. I call this 
stage ‘coughing up the story 
bones’, and seeing where 
they land. 

When I realised the novel 
belonged in Iceland, it really 
began to flow. I’d say it took 
about three years to get it 
ready to submit to publish-
ers, and I was very fortunate 
to get an immediate offer 
from Simon and Schuster. 
I signed in 2019, but then 
came COVID…the publica-
tion date was March 2023. 
Publishing a first novel is in-
tense, but a global pandemic 
added whole new levels of 
intensity. 

How was this process 
in comparison to writing 
award-winning short sto-
ries?

After ten years as a short 
story writer, it was challeng-
ing to change form. I was ac-
customed to hitting limits of 
1000 or 2000 words, strip-
ping stories back, so I had 

to learn how to expertly and 
effectively weave in more. It 
took some time to find my 
system, but now I know how 
to approach the process, 
and it’s been so useful for 
my second novel. 

Did any of the characters 
surprise you?

They took me by surprise 
with a sex scene at one 
point! I hadn’t realised that 
was where the scene was 
leading, but Elva and Remy 
made it very clear, believe 
me. I was reminded of writ-
ing advice from the wonder-
ful Carmen Maria Machado, 
who said ‘Give your charac-
ters a roll in the hay now and 
then. They work hard; they 
deserve it.’ 

What is your favourite 
moment in the book?

I have great tenderness for 
the scenes between Elva and 
Grace, her mentor and boss. 
When they meet for Grace’s 
birthday in Café Babalu, and 
Elva hands her an Austra-
lian fire opal, the warmth 
and love between them is so 
beautiful to me that I almost 
forget I wrote it. 

The character Grace is 

based on my auntie, and Fed 
to Red Birds is dedicated 
to her. Grace had a holiday 
home in Harmers Haven, 
and we’d visit several times 
a year in my childhood, in-
cluding trips to Inverloch. 
Being invited to talk about 
my writing in the area Grace 
loved so much, feels like a 
blessing. 

What do you hope read-
ers take away from Fed to 
Red Birds?

Elva is flawed – as we all 
are, really. I would love for 
readers to see flaws (in char-
acters, in partners, in them-
selves) as not always some-
thing to hide, shy away from, 
or apologise for. It’s these 
imperfections that make us 
human, and when we mus-
ter our bravery and are hon-
est about them, it can allow 
us to connect. So much of 
my writing revolves around 
the inextricably linked con-
cepts of identity and inti-
macy. I would like readers 
to see that owning the dark 
places in our minds can lead 
to a greater understanding 
of ourselves and others and 
that this alchemy can be 
beautiful.

What does the future 
hold for Rijn Collins?

I’m deep in my second 
novel. It’s set in Melbourne’s 
west and is urban gothic 
shot through with feminist 
fire, with rotting wood and 
creaking corners, and re-
generation flowering darkly 
among it all. 

An Evening with Rijn Col-
lins, Inverloch Library, Fri-
day, October 11 at 6pm.

Bookings are essential – 
head to trybooking.com/
events/landing/1291894 or 
call 5674 1169 to secure 
your ticket. Tickets are $15 
and include light refresh-
ments.

Friends of Inverloch Library present an evening with 
Rijn Collins this Friday at 6pm. Photo: Shannon Sexton.

How to be a...Trumpeter
EVER wanted to blow your 

own trumpet?
Nineteen-year-old Noah 

Robertson from Inverloch 
not only plays a mighty fine 
trumpet but can deliver a 
spine-tingling version of the 
Last Post from the cornet as 
well.

Taking up the trumpet at 
the tender age of nine Noah 
has been carefully coached 
and mentored by the Wont-
haggi Citizens Band.

“I started by being taught 
how to make a sound on 
a brass instrument,” says 
Noah.

“Then I was taught a few 
basic notes and simple 
tunes.”

Noah was part of a group 
of six learners taken on 
by the Wonthaggi Citizens 
Band, all under fifteen years 
of age with no previous mu-
sic experience.

“We were all young,” said 
Noah.

The small learner’s group 
formed a youth band before 
graduating to the Junior 
Band and then the full Won-
thaggi Citizens Band per-
forming for Carols by Can-
dlelight, the Inverloch Jazz 
Festival and Korumburra 
Busker’s Festival.

Noah is examined each 
year by the Australian Music 

Examinations Board, reach-
ing level seven and studying 
music for his Higher School 
Certificate.

Aiming for level eight and 
entrance to the Melbourne 
Conservatorium of Music, 
Noah is practising hard for 
an audition with the Univer-
sity of Melbourne in just two 
months.

Noah teaches beginner 
trumpet and advises anyone 
wanting to learn the trum-
pet or cornet to reach out to 
a citizen’s band and take on 
a mentor.

“Practice at home and prac-
tice with a band,” said Noah.

Mindful of neighbours 
and family Noah practices 
behind closed doors with a 
trumpet mute.

Noah also plays with the 
Bass College school band 
and has performed with the 
Leongatha and Wonthaggi 
theatrical groups.

“I’ve played in Seussical 
the Musical, Into the Woods, 
and Charlie and the Choco-
late Factory.”

Next year the Wonthaggi 
Theatrical Group plans to 
stage The Addams Family 
musical.

During the school holi-
days, Noah travelled to New 

Zealand with the Victorian 
State Youth Band and hopes 
to tour Tonga next year.

Asked to choose between 
the trumpet and cornet, 
Noah favours the cornet.

“The cornet has a lovely, 
lyrical sound.”

Noah played cornet for 
this year’s Anzac Day com-
memoration and wreath lay-
ing service at the Inverloch 
cenotaph.

‘It was my first time play-
ing at a public commemo-
ration service,” explained 
Noah.

With the roar of RAAF Pi-
latus PC-21 trainers flying 
overhead and naval cadets 
standing to attention at 
each corner of the cenotaph, 
Noah Robertson’s rendition 
of the Last Post was breath-
taking.

Noah is keen to pursue a 
career in music, teaching 
and playing music for mov-
ies.

You can hear Noah Robert-
son with the Wonthaggi Citi-
zens Band and Wonthaggi 
Youth Brass at their annual 
concert in the Wonthaggi 
Union Community Arts Cen-
tre on October 12.

Bookings can be made 
through basscoastculturalv-
enues.com/live-at-wonthag-
gi-union.

Noah Robertson accomplished trumpeter and cornet 
player. B24_4124
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OPEN STUDIOS 
LATROBE 2024

Self-guided Tour of  
 Artist Studios in 

Latrobe Valley 

October 26 and 27
10am – 4pm

www.moartz.com/events-news 
for directions. 

openstudiosmoartz@gmail.com

H
M
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10.45am SUNDAY 13th OCTOBER

TOUCH

A  romantic  and  touching  story  from

Icelandic director, Baltasar Kormákur, that

spans  several  decades  and  continents.

“Touch”  follows  one  man's  emotional

journey  to  find  his  first  love  who

disappeared 50 years ago, before his time

runs out. 

General public welcome.  Members Free Entry!

 @ WONTHAGGI UNION CINEMA

96 Graham Street, Wonthaggi.

Check the website for more info:

basscoastfinefilmgroup.weebly.com

Relationships and 
how they shape us
THE Bass Coast Fine 

Film Group is proud 
to present “Touch”, a 
romantic and touching 
story that spans sev-
eral decades and conti-
nents, from acclaimed 
Icelandic director, 
Baltasar Kormákur.

One of the most 
compelling themes ex-
plored in “Touch” is the 
profound nature of human connections. The 
film follows Kristófer, an elderly widower, as 
he embarks on a journey across continents 
to reconnect with his first love, Miko. This 
poignant narrative delves into the complexi-
ties of love, memory, and the impact of time 
on relationships. As Kristófer navigates his 
early-onset dementia, the film poignantly 
captures the fading memories alongside 
those that remain strikingly vivid. Through 
his quest, the audience is invited to reflect 
on the significance of relationships and how 
they shape our identities and experiences 
throughout our lives.

Character development and performanc-
es play a crucial role in bringing the themes 
of “Touch” to life. Egill Ólafsson delivers a 
standout performance as Kristófer, show-
casing a remarkable blend of vulnerability 
and strength as he grapples with his past 
and present. His character resonates with 
audiences, offering a relatable portrayal of 
loss and longing. Additionally, Kôki, who 
plays Miko, brings a dynamic energy to 
her role, instilling her character with grace, 
compassion, and resilience. Together, their 
performances create an emotional depth 
that reinforces the film’s exploration of love 
and connection, making it a memorable 
viewing experience.

Baltasar Kormákur’s direction and the 
film’s cinematography further enhance the 
storytelling in “Touch”. The film is beautiful-
ly shot across various locations, including 
Iceland, England, and Japan, capturing the 
essence of each setting while emphasising 
the emotional journey of the characters. Ko-
rmákur’s ability to convey a low-key urgen-
cy, driven by the ticking clock of Kristófer’s 
diagnosis, adds an element of tension that 
propels the narrative forward. The visual 
storytelling, combined with Kormákur’s ad-
ept direction, creates a rich tapestry of emo-
tions that resonates with audiences, making 
“Touch” a heartfelt and engaging romantic 
drama.

Screening at 10.45am, Sunday, October 
13 at Wonthaggi Union Community Arts 
Centre, 96 Graham Street, Wonthaggi.  
BCFFG member’s entry free, with general 
public welcome at usual box office prices.

To find out more, visit the website: bass-
coastfinefilmgroup.weebly.com/current-sea-
son, and follow the links to the film.

The Bass Coast Fine Film Group is proud-
ly sponsored by the Bass Coast Shire.

OPEN Studios Latrobe is a great op-
portunity for visitors to spend a relaxing 
weekend wandering through the studios 
of Latrobe Valley artists and Galleries 
while they show and demonstrate their ar-
tistic talent. 

This year this creative event will be held 
over the weekend of October 26 and 27, 
and once again will show the best of our 
artists with demonstrations and displays 
throughout the Latrobe Valley, including 
Arc Yinnar, and artists in their own stu-
dios. 

The towns involved are Moe, Tanjil 
South, Morwell, Traralgon, Yinnar and 
Boolarra.

This will be the ninth Open Studios 
Latrobe event for Moartz and it will be a 
great weekend with our artists bringing 
their art to the public. 

The artist run space ARC Yinnar will 
have resident artists and visiting artists 
demonstrating different techniques. There 
will also be two new exhibitions to see at 
ARC and The Matchbox Gallery in Yinnar 
will have plenty on show as well. 

There will be some new artists involved 
in Open Studios Latrobe and some favou-
rite artists returning after taking a break. 
The artists work in a wide variety of me-
diums including, printmaking, airbrush, 
watercolour, acrylics, photography, tex-
tiles, drawing, pottery and more.

The visitors can start their self-guided 
tour at any studio and keep an eye out for 
the orange flags to easily direct them to 
the studios. For only $5 per person (chil-
dren free) visitors can go to all the studios 
over the whole weekend. 

Moartz is celebrating its 25th anniver-
sary this year so help celebrate by visit-
ing the artists at Open Studios Latrobe in 
October.

An online version of the information 
poster and map can be found at moartz.
com/events-news. 

If you need more information contact 
Sharon Anderson and Jenny Peterson at 
openstudiosmoartz@gmail.com. Stay up 
to date on Instagram openstudioslatrobe 
and Facebook Open Studios Latrobe.

Let your 
imagination soar

Artist Jenny Peterson busy working 
away in her studio.

South Gippsland raised Jacqueline Dinan’s latest release is a children’s 
book that openly tackles the issue of parental incarceration. Co-authored by 
Andrew Krakouer (second from right). 

Leongatha-born writer 
releases new picture book

ACCLAIMED Austra-
lian Rules Footballer 
Andrew Krakouer and 
former foster carer Jac-
queline Dinan have col-
laborated with illustra-
tor Paul Seden to create 
My Dad’s Gone Away, 
a ground-breaking pic-
ture book, published by 
Magabala Books, that is 
designed to support chil-
dren who have a parent 
incarcerated.

My Dad’s Gone Away 
is the first children’s pic-
ture book of its kind in 
Australia – bravely ad-
dressing the often-taboo 
topic of parental incar-
ceration. Despite the fact 
that two in five prisoners 
have one or more depen-
dent children, there has 
been a notable lack of 
resources available for 
young readers grappling 
with this reality.

Krakouer, who has lived 
through his father’s im-
prisonment and his own 
time in prison, believes 
this book is long overdue. 
Reflecting on the book’s 
significance: “The simple 
and visually relatable sto-
ry of My Dad’s Gone Away 
would have been an in-
valuable resource for my 
family during my father’s 
imprisonment and later, 
for my own children and 
partner during my own 
time in prison. This book 
is decades overdue.”

Krakouer was thirteen 
when his father, a pio-
neering footballer, was 
sentenced to eight years 
in prison. As a distin-
guished Australian Rules 
Footballer, Andrew has 

achieved numerous ac-
colades and played in 
an AFL grand final team 
before his career was in-
terrupted in 2008 by his 
own incarceration. At the 
time, his daughters were 
nine and seven. Andrew’s 
partner, Barbara Garlett, 
was also a primary-aged 
child when her father was 
imprisoned.

My Dad’s Gone Away 
is crafted to spark im-
portant conversations 
between children and 
trusted adults, and also 
to build empathy for chil-
dren with other lived ex-
periences. It provides a 
gentle way for children to 
process their feelings of 
missing an incarcerated 
parent, while also navi-
gating the stigma and so-
cial marginalisation that 
can come with it. The 
book offers a supportive 
framework for under-
standing these complex 
emotions.

Leongatha born and 
Melbourne based author, 
Jacqueline Dinan, a for-
mer accredited foster car-
er, who provided respite 
for children with incar-
cerated parents, empha-
sised the book’s poten-
tial impact: “As a former 
foster carer, I believe this 
book will help children 
find their voice and ex-
press their concerns to 
family members, carers, 
caseworkers, teachers, 
coaches, friends, coun-
sellors, or medical pro-
fessionals. This dialogue 
can help validate and ad-
dress their feelings.”

The book follows Tarah, 

a primary-aged girl, and 
highlights the importance 
of communication and 
resilience. While the sub-
ject matter can be sad, 
the book gently takes 
readers along the journey 
with Tarah, including her 
making new friendships 
and finding support in 
nature with her dog.

Beautifully illustrated 
by Paul Seden, the book’s 
use of colour and black 
and white enhances the 
reader experience, focus-
ing the story on Tarah’s 
feelings and experiences.

“Being in the justice sys-
tem is a reality for many 
individuals and families 
in Australia today,” said 
Magabala Publisher Ra-
chel Bin Salleh.

“This truth is rarely 
talked about outside of 
these circles. How do you 
begin a conversation with 
a child of an incarcerated 
parent, without the legacy 
of shame that children 
inherit?

“My Dad’s Gone Away 
is a story for children 
as well as adults. It is a 
compassionate resource 
that will guide adults 
who don’t know where to 
start and children who 
don’t know how to feel. 
Andrew’s brave decision 
to share his experiences, 
Jacqueline’s patience for 
storytelling and Paul’s in-
credible and sensitive im-
ages will ensure children 
and families won’t feel 
so lost and alone during 
some of the toughest mo-
ments of their lives.”

Available now in book-
stores and online.
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CHECK OUT THE FOSTER WAR MEMORIAL ARTS CENTRE
 STRATEGIC PLAN 
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MEMORIAL
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The Great Witch 
Hunt returns

IT’S the month of Halloween, which 
means it’s time for the Great Witch Hunt! 

This year there are 65 witches  on dis-
play in businesses right across the Bass 
Coast Shire, so grab a $5 ticket to start 
the hunt. This event is hosted annually by 
the Grantville Business and Community 
Association (GBCA) – a volunteer run not-
for-profit with all funds raised returned 
back into the community. 

Vice-president Neroli Heffer said the aim 
of the event is to showcase local business-
es and encourage participants to explore 
the Bass Coast area and support local. 

“Purchase your ticket online or collect 
a printed copy from a Visitor Informa-
tion Centre in Inverloch, Newhaven, at 
Artspace in Wonthaggi or from Maru Ko-
ala and Animal Park in Grantville,” Neroli 
explained. 

“Once you have your ticket start hunt-
ing – use the map to locate each witch and 
write down the unique identification code, 
then return your completed ticket to any 
of the above or email it back.” 

Find 20 witches in three different towns 
and go into the draw to win a range of 
great prizes, including family accom-
modation  for two nights at the Kilcunda 
Oceanview Holiday Park, or keep hunting 
and find 60 witches to automatically enter 
a second bonus draw!

“Not only does this event showcase local 
businesses, but it’s great for all ages and 
it’s always exciting to see what the witches 
get up to each year! We have some very 
creative business owners who have lots of 
fun moving the witches around their busi-
ness,” said Neroli.  

To participate, purchase your ticket online 
now at  visitgrantville.com.au/news-events/
the-great-witch-hunt and start hunting. 

The much-anticipated stra-
tegic plan for the Foster War 
Memorial Arts Centre (FW-
MAC) was endorsed at the 
September Community Asset 
Committee (CAC) meeting. 

The CAC have worked with 
Michelle Harris, from Gipps-
port Community Solutions, 
to get the plan to the final 
version through several con-
sultation initiatives, such as 
a survey, many informal con-
versations, and a formal com-
munity workshop. 

“We are thrilled to see the re-
sult of the planning process. 
Thanks to the community for 
providing rich information for 
Michelle to document a clear 
pathway, that is sure to im-
prove our cherished facility in 
a variety of ways. By working 
in partnership with the South 
Gippsland Shire Council 
(SGSC), and the community 
we represent, the future looks 
bright,” said Paul Greenhalgh, 
FWMAC President.

“As a group of volunteers, 
we are mindful of the respon-
sibly we have as temporary 
custodians of the Centre. Be-
fore we submit the plan to our 
councillors later this year, we 
ask that people please take a 
look at the plan, and provide 
feedback if something signifi-
cant has been missed,” added 
Robert Paragreen, Treasurer 
and Caretaker.

“Our vision for the Centre 
is for it to be central meeting  

place for the Foster and Dis-
trict communities where per-
forming arts, events, com-
memoration and local groups 
are supported to have the ide-
al experience, and the facility 
is sustainably managed and 
enhanced over time,” noted 
Shane Doherty, Vice President 

“We now have clear goals 
and an implementation plan to 
guide our work. If anyone wish-
es to join us on the journey, 
Tania Pell is setting up a work-
ing group to help the CAC deliv-
er what’s required,” concluded 
Emma Mackay, Secretary.

The Centre, which is also 
known as the Foster Hall to 
many community members, 
was constructed in 1966 and 
it still serves as the gathering 
place for weddings, celebra-
tions, concerts, theatrical, 
music and dance performanc-
es, funerals, meetings, sport-
ing events and much more. 

The FWMAC CAC would 
like to acknowledge GippS-
port Community Solutions 
for coordinating the strategic 
planning process. The com-
mittee also acknowledges 
the South Gippsland Shire  

Council for providing the ma-
jority of funding through the 
Community Grants Program 
and other key contributors, 
the Foster RSL and the Foster 
Arts Music and Drama Asso-
ciation.

The plan can be found by 
emailing the secretary on fw-
mac1@gmail.com or scan-
ning the QR code below. Feed-
back on the plan please to 
Paul Greenhalgh 0427 093 
058 or paul.greenhalgh@
sghs.com.au . Should anyone 
want to help out please con-
tact Paul too.

Plan paves the way forward at FWMAC

The Foster War Memorial Arts Centre Committee would like your feedback on the strategic 
plan. Back row, from left: Robert Paragreen, Peter Clyne, Emma Mckay, Shane Doherty, 
Paul Greenhalgh. Front: Tanya Pell, Judy Barnard, Jenni Munro, Heather Bligh.
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Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club, 75 Graham Street
Come and join in the laughs at South Coast FM Bingo

 RAFFLES  DOOR PRIZES  LUCKY NUMBER JACKPOT

JA
21

48
6

WEDNESDAY 1pm - 3pm
THURSDAY 7pm - 9pm

WONTHAGGIWONTHAGGI

What’s on YOUR LOCAL GUIDE TO ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

DIAGNOSED with Parkison’s 
disease aged sixty-three Glenys 
Armstrong was never going to 
let the grass grow under her feet.

“You just move on,” said Gle-
nys.

One of fifty-five women chosen 
to tell their personal story in a 
global edition of ‘55 Faces’ Gle-
nys Armstrong takes us from 
her role as an aerobics instruc-
tor in the ABC Television series 
Middle Class Bogan and Chi Ball 
on Channel 31, to living with 
Parkinson’s disease.

55 Faces is a global collection 
of stories from inspiring women 
around the world collected by 
author Michelle Gardiner. 

Michelle is co-founder and di-
rector of the Aspire Series which 
includes Aspire Société, Aspire 
Summit and 55 Faces which is 
now in its third edition.

Sharing a love of dance, yoga, 
cooking, people, arts and cul-
ture Michelle Gardiner and Gle-
nys Armstrong were always go-
ing to be a good fit.

Michelle was delighted when 
Glenys said yes to being a part 
of ‘55 Faces’.

Michelle Gardiner noted we all 
deserve to feel good about our-
selves, a sentiment shared by 
Glenys Armstrong.

“We need to tell the stories of 
lessons we have learned in life,” 
said Glenys.

“Stories handed down from 
generation to generation.”

Glenys Armstrong started 
aerobics classes in her early 
twenties, but the instructor told 
her she had two left feet. Glenys 
remembered crying and feeling 
humiliated.

Undaunted Glenys decided to 
go out and teach aerobics her-
self supported by a partner who 
believed no one should be treat-
ed like Glenys was.

Women contributing to 55 Fac-
es come from Africa, Europe, 
Asia, the United States, Canada 
and Australia.

“Initially I was very shy about 
writing,” said Glenys.

Encouraged by a neighbour 
Glenys eventually made a start 
and soon had her story told in 
just over one thousand words.

Michelle Gardiner hopes to 
have the latest edition of 55 Fac-
es available as a hardcover book 
through Amazon by January 
next year.

Teaching aerobics has been 

Glenys Armstrong’s life includ-
ing appearances on television.

“Channel 31 keeps repeating 
the same five episodes of Chi 
Ball,” laughed Glenys.

She now feels she has the con-
fidence to write an entire novel 
by herself.

“Your whole world changes 
with an adverse medical condi-
tion.”

Determined to keep teaching 
aerobics Glenys scaled back 
her classes from twenty-seven 
to fourteen classes a week, con-
ducting group exercise sessions 
at the Warrawee Seniors’ Club 
in Inverloch, Leongatha YMCA, 
and Leongatha Community 
House.

“If you change the way you 
think it’s not so bad.”

Inspired by people in their 
nineties regularly joining her 
exercise classes Glenys recently 
welcomed a group of teenagers 
to a fancy-dress class at the War-
rawee Seniors’ Club during a 
wet day on the school holidays.

“They came with their grand-
mother,” said Glenys.

“The teenagers really loved it.”
Glenys also conducts chair-

based classes for people with 
disabilities or mobility issues 
such as Multiple Sclerosis and 
Parkinson’s disease.

“I probably had Parkinson’s 
for fifteen years before it was di-
agnosed.”

To book a place in one of Gle-
nys’ classes send an email to 
crazylovezumba@me.com or go 
to the Warrawee Seniors’ Face-
book page, sgsplash.ymca.org.
au/news-events or leongatha-
communityhouse.org.au

55 Faces and the Aspire Series 
can be found at theaspireseries.
com/work-with-me-2

From middle-class bogan 
to Inverloch inspiration

Television aerobics instructor 
Glenys Armstrong and soon to 
be published author. B27_4124

A NIGHT of surprisingly good 
music is guaranteed at this year’s 
annual concert for the Wonthaggi 
Citizens Band on Saturday, Octo-
ber 12.

Musical director and band con-
ductor Craig Marinus never fails 
to impress.

A Junior Band comprising stu-
dents from Wonthaggi, Inverloch 
and Kongwak primary schools 
will kick off the show at the new 
time of 7.30pm. 

The full thirty-five-piece Wont-
haggi Citizens Band and impres-
sive Youth Band follow.

Versatile percussionist Susan 
Marinus said the program will 
feature some favourites and many 
new pieces from a wide variety of 
music.

Established in 1910 the Won-
thaggi Citizens Band has twice 
been national champions. 

Queen of the drums, xylophone 
and glockenspiel Susan Marinus 
explained that past members have 
graduated to careers as teachers 
and joined the armed forces.

New musical selections the band 
has been working on include U2’s 
‘A Beautiful Day’, ‘Golden Age of 
Dixieland’ and Dolly Parton’s hit 
song ‘Nine To Five’, along with 
‘You Can’t Stop The Beat’ from 
Hairspray and a much-loved slow-
motion tribute to ‘Chariots of Fire’ 
featuring band veteran Don Ed-
wards.

The ten-member school group 

conducted by Natalie Meadows 
will play ‘Londonderry Air’, ‘Pul-
sar’ and the theme from ‘How to 
Train Your Dragon’.

The twenty-strong Youth Band 
conducted by Nick Beale takes in 
students from Wonthaggi Primary 
School, Korumburra Secondary 
College, Bass Coast College, Ne-
whaven College and Foster Sec-
ondary College.

The full band will present ‘Bun-
yip Blues’ and ‘Nessun Dorma’ ar-
ranged by Cameron Sanders and 
featuring guest artist Tom Green.

Tom Green will also sing se-
lections from Chess, Lord of the 
Dance, Love Never Dies and a 

medley of popular classics includ-
ing ‘It’s a Beautiful Day’ and ‘Ma-
cArthur Park’. 

Conductor Craig Marinus has 
surprised audiences in the past 
appearing as Elvis, the Indian 
from the Village People and a pi-
rate, this year will be no different.

New members are always wel-
come said Susan Marinus, aged 
from seven to eighty.

For more information look for 
the Wonthaggi Citizens Band on 
Facebook, email wonniecitizens-
band@gmail.com or phone Fiona 
on 0407 299 738.

For concert bookings go to bass-
coastculturalvenues.com

Annual concert full of surprises
Wonthaggi Citizens Band members Susan Marinus, Alicia Fox, Emerald Johnson, Violet Jolly and 

April Jolly with Band President Michael Kershaw. B30_4124

Wonthaggi Citizens Band cornet players Emerald Johnson and 
Alicia Fox with percussionist Susan Marinus. B32_4124
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Jo Nel of Mandurah in W.A. watching 
the Tour of Gippsland at the Phillip 
Island Grand Prix Circuit. B54_4124

James Hand of Tailem Bend in S.A. 
with Luke Wight of Adelaide enjoying 
Stage 1 of the Tour of Gippsland at 
Phillip Island. B55_4124

Ava Wilson and Shaun Butterfi eld 
of Adelaide supporting the Tour of 
Gippsland at Phillip Island. B56_4124

Maddison Taylor and Maya Dominice 
of Brisbane at the Phillip Island Grand 
Prix Circuit for the Tour of Gippsland. 
B57_4124

Launceston cycling coach Janelle 
Smith with U19 Connor Howard and 
his father Steve Howard at Phillip 
Island for the Tour of Gippsland.
B58_4124

Bryden and Coco working as 
marshals at Day three of the Rip 
Curl Gromsearch at Smith’s Beach. 
Z04_4124 

Diana supporting Jacques in the 
under 14’s heat on Smith Beach as 
part of the Rip Curl Gromsearch. 
Z05_4124 

Frank supporting Eden in the under 
16’s heat at the Rip Curl Gromsearch 
at Smiths Beach. Z06_4124 

Amanda Lokys and Anne Woods 
on Smiths Beach for the Rip Curl 
Gromsearch. Z07_4124 

Tully and Andrew Schweitzer from 
Brisbane following the Tour of 
Gippsland at Phillip Island. B59_4124

Sandra Newell from Sydney with 
Rodney and Rachel Lovett from 
Bathurst watching the Tour of 
Gippsland at Phillip Island. B51_4124

John Sonnett and Barb Stewart from 
Kernot with Rob Carsons from The 
Gurdies at the Grantville Bass Coast 
local government candidate’s forum. 
B60_4124

Isabella Newell from Sydney and 
Charlotte Lovett of Bathurst enjoying 
the Tour of Gippsland at Phillip 
Island. B50_4124

Sue McLeish and Ann Brown from 
Coronet Bay at the Bass Coast local 
government candidate’s forum in 
Grantville. B61_4124

Rio, Pam and Jake awaiting Rio’s heat 
at Smith’s Beach for the Rip Curl 
Gromsearch. Z03_4124 

Glenda (council candidate) and 
Ted Minty with Gail Huitema from 
Grantville at the Bass Coast local 
government candidate’s forum for 
the Western Port ward. B62_4124

Sentinel-Times
>>> ORDER THESE AND OTHER PHOTOS 5672 1888

Pictures of you and your friends around town, at the Tour 
of Gippsland, Rip Curl Gromsearch Phillip Island presented 

by Bass Coast Shire Council and Grantville 
‘Western Port Ward’ candidates forum.

Vinnies Korumburra volunteers Michael Chesterfi eld, Bernadette 

Mclean and Keryn Flenley with Korumburra Store Manager Michelle 

Sims. B10_3824
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FAITH pleases God is what I read into 
Hebrew 11:6. When I taught grade 5/6 
Religious Education, I had a phrase I 
used to say to the class, “if you want 
to please God this is what you do”. I 
want my life to display faith daily and 
not just rely on my own understanding.

Janice and I were in Malaysia two 
weeks ago, looking for our hotel. We 
had done all the routine preparations. 
One particular night it was getting 
dark, only a mud map on our phone 
and a receipt to say we had paid in full 
from the Australian booking agency, 
but no phone number that was any 
good because no one answered. We be-
gan to wonder if the whole hotel thing 
was a schame.

I have a simple prayer for times like 
this, “God, now is a good time to show 
up if you could please.”

Well, he did, he sent a man on a mo-
torbike and a family in a people mover 
with local knowledge and phone recep-
tion. All our needs were taken care of 
thanks to these people. The day after 
we were informed that what happened 
to us wasn’t the norm.

God wants us to rely on him to solve 
challenges in so many ways. What is 
the need for God if we try to handle ev-
erything without him. I had an expecta-
tion that he would solve our dilemma 
but didn’t know how. It all worked out 
and once again this showed us that 
God is more than just casually inter-
ested in our daily affairs. I have to say 
I would rather be the head than the tail 
in life, but if faith pleases God then we 
will always have to display our trust in 
him, if we don’t then is it really faith?

By Ps Peter Muir,  
Grace Chapel, Archies Creek

Faith pleases God
• FAITH FACTOR

BASS COAST ADULT LEARNING
BCAL is proud to announce 

it has again been shortlisted 
for a Learn Local Award, this 
time in the category of Victo-
rian Learn Local Innovation 
Award.

BCAL worked closely with 
Coldon Homes and Capeview 
Building Products to under-
stand the unique needs of 
their staff. They developed an 
intensive course called Com-
munication Skills for Industry 
which integrates professional 
development in leadership 
with workplace foundation 
skills. 

In a supportive environ-
ment, workers developed 
skills in reading, writing, mea-
surement, preparing emails, 
workplace policies and pro-
cedures, and how to conduct 
performance appraisals using 

clear and professional com-
munications. A positive learn-
ing mindset was highlighted. 

The Learn Local Awards 
recognise excellence and in-
novation in the Adult, Com-
munity and Further Educa-
tion (pre-TAFE) sector. The 
winners will be announced on 
Friday, October 25.

For more information on all 
BCAL’s courses and services, 
please visit bcal.vic.edu.au or 
call 5672 3115 to learn more. 

n ��WONTHAGGI  
COMMUNITY GARDEN
Volunteers and members 

welcomed new local helpers 
to the garden last week: a 
hive of honeybees. Carefully 
placed at the rear of the gar-
den, in a protective enclosure, 
the bees will roam away for 

the garden, as well as helping 
pollinate what’s nearby.

Beekeeper garden members, 
Joe and Sue, saw the poten-
tial for the garden to house a 
hive thanks to the abundance 
of bee food on hand. 

Native and honeybees have 
always been drawn to the 
garden, along with other use-
ful pollinators, such as hover 
flies and butterflies.

Having a hive on site adds 
interest for members and 
gardeners while providing a 
boost for garden harvests of 
fruit, vegies and herbs.

To learn more about the 
garden’s activities contact 
tgordon@westnet.com.au or 
BCAL on 5672 3115. You can 
also drop in on Thursdays 
between 10am and noon for 
a tour and chat to volunteers.

n ��WONTHAGGI  
WOODCRAFTERS
Last Saturday, ten of the 

Woodies members gathered 
for a maintenance working 
bee at the workshops. 

Activities included cleaning 
the dust extractor ducts to en-
sure efficiency and health and 
safety. 

They also performed main-
tenance on the workshop 
equipment, including tuning 
the machinery to keep it in 
precise condition.

For more information, visit 
wonthaggiwoodcrafters.com.
au or visit the workshop.

239 White Rd, Wonthaggi  PH: (03) 5672 3115  www.bcal.vic.edu.au     

WONTHAGGI NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE
SPRING term is off and run-

ning, and we are open again for 
you to enjoy all the activities 
and groups that we have on of-
fer. 

This week is very busy. Are 
you are having questions or 
problems while being a renter 
and want to know how you 
stand in respect of your ten-
ants’ rights? Well, you can get 
legal advice from the qualified 
lawyers at Gippsland Com-
munity Legal Service which 
is brought to you by Housing 
Matters Bass Coast. Booking 

in for a session is essential 
so ring us at Mitchell House, 
WNC. This service is available 
from 3pm to 4pm every second 
Thursday of the month, so it’s 
on this week Thursday 10. 

The Parkinson’s Peer Sup-
port Group also meet this week 
on Friday 1pm to 2.30pm. This 
neurological disorder has a 
complex range of symptoms 
unique to each individual. Liv-
ing with Parkinson’s can be 
very isolating and challeng-
ing for individuals and their 
families and while it is a deeply  

personal experience it need not 
be done alone. To enrol contact 
Fight Parkinson’s Vic. on 1800 
644 189. Note that this group 
meet on the second Friday of 
the month.

Don’t forget the Wonthaggi 
Food Collective is at Mitchell 
House on Saturday from 11am 
to 1pm. It is a local group who 
buy food in bulk and distrib-
ute it at a low mark up to their 
members. Stockists and other 
information are available from 
Michael Nugent. Contact him 
by phone 0416 039 933 or by 

email WonthaggiCoop@gmail.
com It’s a monthly event on the 
second Saturday of the month.

The Fixit Café is on again 
Sunday next, October 20. 
Please book in your item to be 
repaired with Mitchell House 
and they will pair it with the 
appropriate fixer and give you 
a 30-minute slot.

IT IS almost a year since our 
move to Korumburra Commu-
nity Hub. People are becoming 
familiar with the building, and 
it is getting busier with con-
stant use of the many spaces 
and rooms available. If you 
haven’t come in yet, please visit 
the Korumburra Historical So-
ciety, MyLi Library and Milpara 
Community House here at the 

Hub. Remember that we at Mil-
para have a Services Australia 
office, with Centrelink services 
and assistance with all govern-
ment forms, applications and 
related matters. We also run 
the Emergency Foodbank, and 
St Vincent de Paul are here two 
days a week, to assist in a non-
judgmental environment.

The school holiday break is 

almost over and we are ready 
for our Term 4 to kick off!

There is still time to sign up 
for any of our many courses 
and activities, so please go to 
our website and have a look 
through the new program – 
milparacommunityhouse.org.
au/term-program

Please get in touch, we’re 
happy to help.

We are also interested in any 
suggestions of what interests 
you, what can we do to engage 
with the whole community. Let 
us know your ideas!

6 Murray St, Wonthaggi  PH: (03) 5672 3731  www.wonthaggineighbourhoodcentre.com  

15 Little Commercial Street, Korumburra  PH: (03) 5655 2524  www.milparacommunityhouse.org.au    

MILPARA COMMUNITY HOUSE

LEONGATHA Community 
House is looking forward to 
our new weekend Monthly 
Friendship Group starting 
this Saturday, October 12 at 
10am. This is a chance for 
those looking to meet new 
people or catch up with old 
friends. Everybody is wel-
come and we look forward 
to meeting you. The group is 
informal and will decide on 
activities they may like to do 
moving forward. Tea, coffee 
and biscuits are provided. 
There is a small cost of a $3 
donation towards our running 
costs.

Are you needing help with 

your mobile phone, laptop 
or tablet? Monday Tech Time 
from 9.15-10.15am is a great 
weekly drop-in session to help 
problem solve with all your 
portable devices. No bookings 
necessary just drop in with 
your device and David can as-
sist you with any questions or 
issues.

Our Carer’s Week Gratitude 
Lunch is on Friday, Octo-
ber 18 from 11am-1pm with 
guest speakers, Monica Pat-
tinson, Community Engage-
ment Officer from Gather My 
Crew, and Iris Gaillard, Events 
Support Coordinator from 
Latrobe Community Health 

Service who run various Carer  
activities and events across 
South Gippsland and Bass 
Coast Shires.  This event is 
free, and bookings are encour-
aged for catering purposes.

Our Women’s Self Defence 
starts this evening and it is not 
too late for newcomers to join 
in. The group is fun, inclusive 
and suitable for all ages from 
12+. Come along and learn 
new skills, get fit, and kick 
and punch the equipment pro-
vided. Call to book.

Chair Based Yoga is also 
starting this evening here at 
Leongatha Community House 
at 4.30pm with just a couple 

of places left in the class. Call 
to book.

We are looking forward to 
the return of Hatha Yoga at 
9.30am, and Meditation at 
10.45am, with Pat Warburton 
who is returning this term af-
ter a trip away, on Wednesdays 
starting tomorrow. Call to 
book as place are limited.

Please call to book on 5662 
3962 or email info.leongatha-
communityhouse.org.au.

16 Bruce Street, Leongatha  PH: (03) 5662 3962   www.leongathacommunityhouse.org.au    

LEONGATHA COMMUNITY HOUSE

~ NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE & ADULT LEARNING NEWS ~

By Meg Viney

THIS is so easy you may stop buying 
baguettes

Ingredients
• �1 tbs yeast
• �2 cups warm water 
• �Pinch sugar
• �2 tsp salt
• �2 cups of white bread flour
• �Cornmeal for sprinkling

Method
Dissolve 1 tablespoon yeast in 2 cups 

warm water with a pinch of sugar. Add 
to food processor. 

Mix in 2 tsp salt and 2 cups white 
bread flour. 

Mix for a few minutes on a low speed. 
You need a silky dough, so if it is a bit 
sticky add a little more flour until you 
have a silky dough.

Sprinkle some cornmeal onto a 
greased tray, and shape the bread into 
long baguette shapes, then sprinkle a 
little more cornmeal over.

Place in a warm place (if it is a cool day, 
boil a kettle and put water in a bowl on 
the lower shelf of the oven. Bread needs 
steam when cooking, so leave it there.)

When risen, remove whilst you preheat 
the oven to 200, then cook for about 25 
minutes, until golden and making a hol-
low sound when tapped.

Turn out onto a wire rack.

Photo: Sergio Arze on Unsplash.

French baguettes
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ACROSS
1 Common carbohydrate (6)
4 One to whom money is 

owed (8)
9 Andrew Lloyd Webber 

musical (5)
10 Water fowl (9)

11 Electronic reader (1-4)
12 Yellowish-green 

colour (4,5)
13 Astonishment (8)
15 Roma is its capital (6)
16 Equestrians (6)
18 Ovine insecticide (5,3)

23 Infectious disease (9)
24 Body organ (5)
26 Comparisons based  

on similarities (9)
27 Might (5)
28 Hated intensely (8)
29 Varied mixure (6)

DOWN
1 Equal; even – (7)
2 Type of acid (5)
3 Savoury biscuit (7)
5 Seldom (6)
6 Dry spell (7)
7 Journeyed (9)
8 Domed building (7)
10 Components of a dollar (5)
14 Superfluous (9)
16 First given name of Ringo 

Starr (7)
17 Bases (7)
19 Tips (5)
20 Overshadow (7)
21 Depict (7)
22 Separate into parts (6)
25 Sound pronounced with an 

open vocal tract (5)

SOLUTION

 No. 158WORDFIT

9-LETTER

3 LETTERS
ADO
AMP
ARE
ASH
AVO
BEE
CPA
DEN
EAR
ELM
ERR
HEW
HUE
ICE
NEE
NOR
ODE
OVA
PAL
PAS
RUG
UTE
VIA

4 LETTERS
AGES
AIRS
BEST
CARS
CYST
GETS
JIGS
JUST
NAGS
ODES

ONUS
SECT
SELL
STEP
VICE

5 LETTERS
ALIBI
ANVIL
AUDIT
AVERT
BLAST
BLUER
BUTTE
CALVE
CHEAT
CHEFS
DEEDS
DELVE
DONOR
DROSS
EASED
EBBED
EDGES
EMITS
ENSUE
EVENT
FONTS
GOUGE
GREET
HOIST
INANE
IVORY
MATTE
MEANT
MERGE

NAILS
NEVER
NOTES
NULLA
REUSE
SCENT
SODAS
STEAL
STEEL
STUDY
STUMP
SWELL
TIRES
TORSO

TREES
TYING
VASTS

6 LETTERS
DAPPER
EERIER
MOOTED
ROAMED

7 LETTERS
COMFORT
CREMATE
EDUCATE

MUSTARD
NURTURE
OUTLIVE

8 LETTERS
ARMOURED
DOMESTIC

FISHIEST
THRILLER

11 LETTERS
COMMISERATE
VACATIONING

A V E R T

No. 248CROSSWORD

N

E

E V

D

ES
F

I
Using the nine letters in the grid, how many 
words of four letters or more can you list? 
The centre letter must be included and each 
letter may only be used once. No colloquial 
or foreign words. No capitalised nouns, 
apostrophes or plural nouns ending in ‘s’.

Each number corresponds to a letter of the alphabet. Two have been filled in 
for you, can you work out the rest?

Can you find all the words listed?  
The leftover letters will spell out a secret message.

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from 1 to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical columns, each 
of the nine horizontal rows and each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Remember, no number can occur more than 
once in any row, column or box.

12 words: Good
18 words: Very good
25 words: Excellent

Today’s Aim:
DEFENSIVE, devise, 
devisee, dive, dives, 
endive, envied, envies, 
even, evened, evens, five, 
seven, sieve, sieved, vein, 
veined, vend, vendee, 
vends, vide, vides, vied, 
vies, vine

CODEWORD: 1 = U, 2 = X, 3 = N, 4 = F, 5 = G, 6 = W, 7 = H, 8 = Z, 9 = M, 10 = I, 11 = V, 12 = R, 13 = S, 14 = C, 15 = K, 16 = A, 17 = O, 18 = P, 19 
= E, 20 = B, 21 = L, 22 = Y, 23 = D, 24 = T, 25 = Q, 26 = J

No. 208CODEWORD

WORD SEARCH

SUDOKU

9 1 4 4 19 23 6 16 12 9 24 7

10 16 2 13 21 10 1

13

Q
25 1 19 16 15 22 18 1 3 15 13

1 3 9 9 7 23 24

13 6 16 9 18 18 21 16 22 4 1 21

19 21 16 1 19

17 20

J
26 19 14 24 10 11 19 21 22

1 12 7 17 4

13 24 10 9 1 21 10 1 13 16 5 19

16 5 18 13 14 23 1

5 12 16 8 19 19 2 7 1 9 19 23

19 23 3 23 19 10 19

13 18 19 3 23 13 19 23 10 24 19 23

5 6 9 2 8 7

4 5 9 1

6 8 7 3 2 5

1 7 6 9 3

9 6

9

8

8 3

7 4 1 3 6

EASY

5 7

2 1

3 8

4 9 3 7

3 9 6

8 6 2

2 6 5

6 2 8

1 2 4 7

MEDIUM

915273486

329564718

756932841

648159327

874391265

483617592

237846159

561728934

192485673

EASY

MEDIUM

536928417

453267891

691873245

217456983

172589634

385642179

849731526

968314752

724195368

SO
LU

TI
O

N

SO
LU

TI
O

N

EBBEDCHEFSSODAS

NULLAAUDITEVENT

STUMPREUSECALVE

UTEPASCHEATVIA

EERIERNAILSSELL

CREMATEHEW

VICEAGESMEANT

AVOGETSTHRILLER

COMFORTOUTLIVE

ARMOUREDJIGSBEE

TYINGONUSAIRS

ISTEPMUSTARD

ODESAVERTMOOTED

NORBLASTCPAODE

INANESTUDYMERGE

NOTESTIRESEASED

GREETSCENTDROSS

SO
LU

TI
O

N

SOLUTIONS

ANTIQUE
APPAREL
BASEBALL CAP
BAUBLE
BEANIE
BELT
BODICE
CASUAL
CHRONOGRAPH
COSMETIC
CUFFLINKS
FITNESS TRACKER
FORMAL
GLASSES
HANDBAG
HATS

HEADBAND
LAPEL PIN
NECKLACE
POCKET SQUARES
QUALITY
RING
SASH
SCARF
SHOES
SOCKS
TIE
TREND
VINTAGE
WATCH
WOVEN

1. What is the name of Holly 
Golightly’s cat in Breakfast 
at Tiffany’s?

2. Mageirocophobia is the 
fear of what?

3. Who designed the dome 
in St Peter’s Basilica?

4. Which Victor Hugo novel 
was adapted into a Disney 
film in 1996?

5. Name the infamous warren 
of streets buried beneath 
the city of Edinburgh.

6. Founded in 1949, what 
does the abbreviation 
NATO stand for?

7. True or false: Napoleon 
was known as the ‘Man of 
Blood and Iron’?

8. Juno Temple (pictured) 
stars as model Keeley 
Jones in which sports 
comedy-drama series?

9. In which country does 
the autosnelweg system 
operate?

10. Which art period is named 
for the French translation 
of ‘rebirth’? 

QUICK QUIZ 

ANSWERS: 1. Cat 2. Cooking 3. Michelangelo 4. The Hunchback of Notre Dame 5. Mary King’s Close 6. North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization 7. False (it was Otto von Bismarck) 8. Ted Lasso 9. The Netherlands 10. Renaissance

PUZZLES

| PUZZLES AND PAGINATION ©0410

1 14
2 15
3 16
4 17
5 18
6 19
7 20
8 21
9 22
10 23
11 24
12 25 Q
13 26 J

No. 249

No. 248

No. 158

SECRET MESSAGE: It’s about the style not the brand

CHALLENGEPuzzlesPuzzlesSentinel-Times
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For further information contact Simon Henderson 0428 740 750Contact Simon Henderson: 0428 740750

477 Bull Plain Rd, Licola North

·  40.08 ha on snow line
·  Comfy shed/hut
·  Fenced boundaries/great 
views

·  Approximately 50 acres of 
sown pasture, sound fertiliser 
history, two dams, timber 
cattle yards, 27 km from Licola

AUCTION: 
Saturday, 21st May @ & 11am onsite

•  6.3 acres •  Atrium style residence
•   Elevated location,  

magnificent water views
•  Shedding and carport, well fenced
•  “Off grid” solar and batteries  

with backup generator 
•  Natural bush and easy to  

maintain garden
Inspection strictly appointment only

87 Shingler Road, Inverloch

Auction:
Sat, Nov. 2 at 11am onsite
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Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

THE Block houses are officially on the 
market, and with the rumoured auction 
day little more than a month away, pri-
vate viewings with prospective buyers 
have already started.

Last weekend several of the local real 
estate agents held viewings by appoint-
ment only and on Saturday afternoon, 
members of the trades and suppliers 
who had worked on the Justice Road 
site, with their families, came together 
for a walk-through to see the near com-
pletion of their handiwork.

It was altogether an impressive sight 
we are told with valued tradies taking 
the opportunity to catch up with The 
Blockheads, most of whom were on site, 
attending to some final touch-ups but 
generally enjoying what was very much a 
social occasion.

The local real estate agents involved in 
the promotion and auctions, expected to 
be held on Saturday after the Melbourne 
Cup Weekend, November 9 have already 
been named and the properties have now 
appeared on domain.com.au.

They are as follows:
• Kristina Walters, O’Brien Real Estate 

Judith Wright selling Maddy and Char-
lotte’s House Number 1, ideally located 
close to the front of the property. The 
pitch begins: “Discover the pinnacle of 
coastal living with this stunning luxury 
residence in Cowes, Phillip Island. Ideal 
for discerning investors, this property of-
fers exceptional value through its elegant 
design and prime location.” More at do-
main.com.au.

• Yvette Tancheff, Ray White Phillip Is-
land, selling Courtney and Grant’s House 
Number 2 featuring several winning 
rooms. The pitch: “At its heart is the en-
tertainer’s kitchen, featuring high-raked 
ceilings, a sculptural curved feature wall, 
and stunning Khalo Dekton stone bench-
tops. Equipped with premium Asko ap-
pliances including a five-in-one cooker, 
Bluetooth-connected induction hob, 
built-in coffee machine, two integrated 
dishwashers, and a Zip tap this space is 
ideal for culinary excellence.”

• Aaron Hill, Ray White Sunbury Pty 
Ltd, selling Ricky and Haydn’s House 
3 with the big Shelley ‘Crusher’ fish-
ing boat out front. The pitch: “Welcome 
to House 3 on The Block by Ricky and 
Haydn, where luxury, style, and comfort 
come together to offer an unparalleled 

living experience. Designed by award-
winning architect Julian Brenchley, this 
mid-century-inspired home on a 1116 
sqm (approximately) property features a 
coastal palette of cool whites, concrete, 
curves, and timber details throughout.”

• Greg Price, Alex Scott & Staff Phillip 
Island selling Kylie and Brad’s House 4, 
arguably in the best location for privacy, 
and with its controversial direct access 
to the tennis court. The pitch: “Nestled 
within one of Australia’s most exclusive 
gated communities, this property deliv-
ers the perfect blend of privacy and con-
venience. Enjoy expansive grounds and 
a peaceful setting, creating a sanctuary 
away from the hustle of everyday life.”

• Jaime Morris, Stockdale & Leggo 
Phillip Island/San Remo, selling Kris-
tian and Mimi’s House 5 featuring its 
‘imaginative children’s bedroom’ and 
more stylish rooms. The pitch: “This is 
the largest home featured on The Block 
2024 season. The expansive residence 
sits on a generous lot, offering resort-
style living and exceptional versatility 
for the whole family. With meticulously 
designed interiors and elegant finishes, 
it delivers a level of sophistication rarely 
seen on Phillip Island.”

Much of the talk around The Block site 
on the weekend surrounded online chat 
and articles about what the individual 
houses might sell for at auction or if in-
deed, one of the cashed-up regulars in-
cluding the Lambo Guy Adrian Portelli or 
Danny Wallis, even a new investor might 
see the value of buying the lot to set up a 
unique resort and spa.

Certainly, the common recreation and 
leisure facilities at the centre of the prop-
erty including pool, day spa, tennis court 
and more would lend themselves to that.

It’s no secret that the original ‘Island 
Cove Villas’ site was purchased by Chan-
nel 9s production company for close to 
$9 million and it has been estimated that 
the replacement cost of the five houses 
on The Block would be somewhere well 
north of $1 million, so the range price 
being suggested of between $1.7m and 
$1.8m could be well below even conser-
vative value.

What will the houses ultimately go for? 
That’s anyone’s guess but our tip is that 
an investor might swoop in and buy the 
lot at a considerable profit for the hard-
working Blockheads.

Auction and price intrigue 
looms for The Block

Mayor Clare Le Serve with Mimi and Kristian in the kitchen of House 5 during a 
recent sneak peak. C11_4124

The guest bedroom of Maddy and Charlotte’s House 1. C12_4124

The children’s room of House 4. 
Coordinated tapware runs throughout 

House 5. 

Occasional showers didn’t deter would be purchasers of one of the five Phillip 
Island ‘The Block’ homes from their appointed property viewing at the weekend 
ahead of auction day in a month’s time.
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eldersrealestate.com.auOv�  40 ye� s’ exp� ience

Korumburra 1535m2

Stunning Family Home
• 4-bed, 3- bath stylish home, double block

Strzelecki  137 Acres
Charming Beef Cattle Farm
• All weather tracks to 18 paddocks
• 4-bed, 2-bath brick home 
• Undercover yards, crush & weigh station

Web ID: 300P138403 $1.95 Million

Mt Eccles  78.5 Acres
Discover Your Rural Retreat
• Undulating land ideal for livestock
• Water is plentiful with several dams 
• Spacious 3-bed, 1-bath home 

Web ID: 300P162508 $1.25 Million

Foster   360 Acres
Ocean Frontage Property
• Heavy carrying flats & undulating land
• 23 swing over herringbone
• Extensive central laneway system

Web ID: 300P154149 $3.78 Million

Elders Korumburra
11 Commercial Street
Ph 5658 1894

Elders Leongatha
37 Bair Street
Ph 5662 3523

DON OLDEN 
Licensed Estate Agent 

0417 805 312

BEN TOWNSEND  
Sales Consultant

0400 594 487 

SHARON TURTON 
Sales Consultant

0447 604 796

HELEN ARESTIA 
Sales Support
03 5662 3523

NATALIE RES   
Property Manager 

0439 383 091
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Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

2920 Grand Ridge Road, Hallston
EOI Closing Thurs. Nov. 7 at 4pm
Agent Elders
Don Olden 0417 805 312
Ben Townsend 0400 594 487 

3 1 4 131.16ha

ELDERS Rural Services are pleased to 
offer ‘Amberdowns’ to the market. 

‘Amberdowns’ is considered by many lo-
cals as one of the finest properties in the 
renowned Hallston district. ‘Amberdowns’ 
has a proven history of reliable dairy 
farming or would make a magnificent beef 
or mixed farming property. Superbly lo-
cated just 17 kilometres from Leongatha 
and 13 kilometres from Mirboo North on 
the picturesque Grand Ridge Road. ‘Am-
berdowns’ has five titles surrounded by 
a commanding road frontage. This highly 
productive farm has a rare and unique 
balance of approx. 50 per cent red soil 
and 50 per cent grey (bluegum) soil types.

There is a 23 swingover herringbone 
dairy that has cup removers and an auto 
feed system. The dairy is centrally posi-
tioned on the property with the main lane-
ways extending both east and west to mi-
nimise stock movement. These laneways 
service all 50 paddocks. Water security 
is a key factor in any farming property, 
‘Amberdowns’ boasts a virtually drought 
proof water supply. Three main dams with 
a total 89 megalitre water licence are all 
interconnected and supply water to all 56 
troughs throughout the farm. With a reli-
able 40 inch plus annual rainfall. ‘Amber-
downs’ enjoys water security beyond most 
other farming properties.

Shedding consists of a large machinery 
and/or hay shed plus there is an excellent 
calf rearing shed.

The house features three bedrooms, two 
living areas and is set in a lovely lawn and 
garden surround.

‘Amberdowns’ is superbly sheltered by 
extensive treed plantations and with a 
state forest along the southern boundary 
livestock are well protected from the ele-
ments.

Consistently milking around 220-240 
cows ‘Amberdowns’ is well positioned 
close to the regional saleyards at Koon-
warra and the Saputo Milk Factory at Le-
ongatha.

‘Amberdowns’ is an outstanding high-
ly productive dairy/beef/mixed farming 
property with lifestyle attributes rarely 
seen in an agricultural property. 

‘Amberdowns’ 
Outstanding Dairy and  
Mixed Farming Property

324 Acres/131.16ha (approx.)
Plus 15 Acres (approx.)  

unused government road lease
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Your local 
Real Estate & 

Livestock Specialists
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KORUMBURRA

• Exceptionally built B/V home in quiet court by well known local builder 
• 3 bed, 2 bath, 2 living, 2 car on 920m2 block & spacious rear yard
• New fully appointed kitchen with Caesar stone benchtops & Belfast sink
• Smeg induction cooktop/ovens and Smeg rangehood
• Beautifully updated, modern & light fi lled with natural gas heating & RC/AC 
• 20 panel solar system with storage capacity, solar & electric hot water

$695,000

DOLLAR

•  Approx. 3.4 acres gently 
undulating

• Choice of building sites STCA
• Northerly aspect, shelter trees
• Power connected

$380,000
Contact Andrea Adams 0429 822 801

FOSTER

• Luxury residence on 1ha
•  Eco friendly features incl. 

double glazing, solar
• Home offi ce or fourth bedroom
• Double gge, workshop with power

$1,185,000
Contact Andrea Adams 0429 822 801

AGNES

• 23 productive acres
• Updated classic home – 4BRs
•  Well fenced, ample shedding
•  Disused converted dairy 

with yards, race

$985,000
Contact Andrea Adams 0429 822 801Contact Irene Walker 0429 045 632

MEENIYAN

• 24ha/60 acres (approx.) Grazing in productive South Gippsland
• Ideal beef fattening or dairy turnout block 
• Flat to undulating, exceptional soil, with hay/silage paddocks
• A warm sheltered block, lovely established trees and great views
• Good stockyards with crush & small water tank
• Good fencing (3) paddocks & fully fenced grass paddock laneway

$745,000 Contact Irene Walker 0429 045 632

STONY CREEK

• Cedar ranch style on approx. 1.2ha
•  Open plan living room – exposed 

beams, raked ceiling
• Decking to enjoy the rural outlook
• LU garage / workshop, fenced

$770,000 
Contact Andrea Adams 0429 822 801

IRENE WALKER
0429 045 632

iwalker@sej.com.au

LEONGATHA
Ph 5662 4033

ANDREA ADAMS
0429 822 801

aadams@sej.com.au

FOSTER 
Ph 5682 2800www.sej.com.au

iwalker@sej.com.au

ANDREA ADAMS

aadams@sej.com.au

Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

19 Beach Parade, Sandy Point
For Sale $915,000
Agent SEJ Real Estate
Andrea Adams 0429 822 801

2 1 4 583m2

THIS meticulously pre-
sented property offers the 
perfect low-maintenance 
coastal escape. Situated on 
an approx. 583m² block, 
just 200 metres from Ned 
Neale’s lookout and the 
dog-friendly beach, and 
800 metres from the local 
coffee shop and Surf Club. 
Enjoy the very best of beach-
side living with convenience 
right at your doorstep. The 
striking architectural de-
sign showcases a blend of 
‘Sharpline’ Colorbond and 
Victorian Ash shiplap clad-
ding, beautifully comple-
mented by low-mainte-
nance coastal gardens. The 
outdoor space has been 
thoughtfully crafted for year-
round enjoyment, includ-
ing a fully enclosed Merbau 
deck, firepit, and a private, 
secure rear garden perfect 
for entertaining or simply 
relaxing in every season.

Step inside to a bright, 
airy interior defined by a 
neutral colour palette, ex-
tensive glazing, and a north-
ern orientation that bathes 
the home in natural light. 
The open-plan living area 
seamlessly flows onto the 
outdoor entertaining space, 
while the kitchen boasts 
premium finishes such as 
Caesarstone countertops, 
Bosch appliances and earth-
toned soft close cabinetry, 
perfectly paired with timber 
flooring and open shelving.  

Zoned reverse cycle air con-
ditioning and electric fire-
place ensure the perfect tem-
perature inside. The master 
bedroom adjoins a luxuri-
ously appointed bathroom 
that features a large walk-in 
shower, Blackbutt vanity, 
underfloor heating, and a 
heated towel rail. A central 
skylight fills the space with 
natural light, creating a spa-
like atmosphere. The home 
also includes a well-appoint-
ed laundry/utility room with 
built-in storage and a sepa-
rate W.C.

The lined and insulated 
garage includes a stor-
age area that doubles as a 
games room or home gym, 
with parking space for mul-
tiple vehicles or a boat. De-
signed with sustainability in 
mind, the property features 
a 10kW solar system, 14kW 
battery storage (full house 
backup), solar hot water, 
and three-phase power 
ready for future EV quick 
charging. Bore and tank wa-
ter with a filtration system 
for peace of mind and water 
security, and a heated out-
door shower for rinsing off 
after the beach.

Whether you’re looking for 
a permanent coastal resi-
dence or the ultimate beach-
side retreat, this immacu-
late home offers the ideal 
combination of modern liv-
ing, convenience, and easy 
maintenance. 

A blend of modern design 
and sustainable features 
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Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

9 Deep Creek Street, Grantville
For Sale $895,000
Agent Alex Scott & Staff
Angus Hall 0466 326 487
Hayley Stephenson 0427 799 554

4 2 2

THIS stunning, architectural-
ly designed home is an oasis of 
luxury and creativity, set within 
beautifully cultivated gardens 
just 100 metres from the beach 
in Grantville. Blending modern 
design with natural beauty, this 
unique three-storey home is the 
perfect retreat for those seek-
ing style, comfort, and coastal 
living.

The moment you step onto 
the full-length deck, you’ll be 
captivated by the panoramic 
sunset views, perfect for un-
winding with a drink by the 
Chiminea. Inside, the ex-
pansive living area features 
custom-built cabinetry, warm 
gas fireplace, and floor-to-
ceiling windows, creating a 
bright yet cosy atmosphere.  

The adjacent dining area, com-
plete with a built-in nine-seat 
dining table, seamlessly con-
nects to a sleek kitchen featur-
ing granite benchtops, a dual 
sink, and modern, functional 
finishes – perfect for hosting 
and daily living.

The home’s thoughtful design 
continues with angular rooms 
that offer both style and versa-
tility, including a guest room or 
office that suits various needs. 
The master bedroom serves as 
a private retreat, complete with 
its own vanity and ensuite. Two 
additional bedrooms share a 
chic black, white, and timber-
accented bathroom, all de-
signed with contemporary el-
egance in mind.

Under the stairs, you’ll find 

cleverly hidden laundry fa-
cilities, and as you continue 
through this remarkable home, 
you’ll pass the striking entrance 
that welcomes every visitor with 
sophistication. Downstairs, an 
art studio and wine cooler await 
creative moments, while slid-
ing doors open out to a serene 
courtyard where nature meets 
relaxation.

At the rear, the garden trans-
forms into a private sanctuary 
with an outdoor bathroom, per-
fect for washing down up after 
a day at the beach. The BBQ 
area is surrounded by greenery, 
offering the perfect backdrop 
for outdoor entertaining. The 
garage and woodworking work-
shop complete the home, ideal 
for hobbyists or creatives.

Prime location for coastal and 
rural living situated just 300 
metres from the dual highway, 
this home provides easy access 
to the M1 for quick trips north 
or south to Phillip Island. The 
area is set for future growth, 
with a Coles supermarket ar-
riving within 18 months. En-
joy the best of both worlds 
with local wineries, Fig & The 
Bay café, and scenic shoreline 
walks nearby – modern con-
venience combined with rural 
coastal charm. Relax with a 
glass of wine in hand as the sun 
sets over this picturesque land-
scape.

A rare opportunity to own a 
home that combines luxury, 
creativity, and tranquillity – this 
is coastal living at its finest.

AN EXCEPTIONAL buy here!!! 
Now available, a modern unit in 
the centre of town now awaiting a 
new owner. 

A great investment with a reliable, 
long-term tenant (lease until May 
2025) paying $360 per week. With-
in a cluster of six, the unit com-
prises two bedrooms with built-
in robes, tiled entry and kitchen, 
carpet to lounge and bedrooms, 
ducted reverse cycle heating and 
air conditioning and kitchen with 
quality appliances including elec-
tric wall oven and gas hotplate and 
bathroom with separate bath and 
shower. 

Car accommodation is a single 
brick garage with an automatic 
door. This unit is extremely well 
presented and is a credit to the 
current tenant. Located within an 
easy flat walk to the medical cen-
tre, main street and all town ame-
nities.

Investors take note

Unit 5, 49 Guys Rd, Korumburra
For Sale $390,000
Agent Alex Scott & Staff
Scott McKenzie 0427 5552 898

2 1 1 151m2

Architectural masterpiece with  
cultivated gardens and coastal charm
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• 3x1 bedroom and 1x2 bedroom
• Returning $800pw (7.2%)
• Instant income 

$575,000
Contact: Korumburra Office

Units 1-4, 8 Ruddville Avenue

KORUMBURRA

• 8,075m2 block (2 acres)
• Run down 3 bedroom cottage
• Private treed setting

Expressions of Interest Invited
Contact: Korumburra Office

Coming Soon 

KORUMBURRA

• Prime Position
• Flat 876m² block
• 3 bedroom, 1 bathroom

$525,000
Contact: Korumburra Office

12 Queen Street

KORUMBURRA 

• Mixed Use Zoning
• Leased at $350 per week
• Reliable Long Term Tenant

$350,000
Contact: Korumburra Office

21 Mine Road

KORUMBURRA

• Southside gem
• Corner allotment
• 3 bedrooms

Sold for $499,000
Contact: Wonthaggi Office

1 Matthew Street

WONTHAGGI

• Wonderful cottage 
• Large allotment
• Renovators delight

$449,000
Contact: Wonthaggi Office

43 Cameron Street

WONTHAGGI

•  3 large bedrooms
•  Corner block 
•  Great shedding

$595,000
Contact: Wonthaggi Office

75 Nelson Street

WONTHAGGI

LEONGATHA 
5662 0922

41 Bair Street 
Andrew Newton 0402 940 320  
Emily Hillberg 0422 622 299 

Tony Giles 0407 528 192
Dan Huther 0418 334 801

KORUMBURRA
5655 1133

36 Bridge Street
Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898

WONTHAGGI
5672 1911   

Cnr Murray & Billson Streets
Cal Nation 0439 334 163

Mick Chambers 0418 349 783
Phil Hanley 0417 140 508 H

M
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 ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU

•  Complete renovations
• 3 bedroom, 2 bathrooms
• Brick construction

Sold for $522,000
Contact: Wonthaggi Office

33 Parkes Street

WONTHAGGI

GRANTVILLE
5678 8433

1505 Bass Highway 
Hayley Stephenson 0427 799 554

Angus Hall 0466 326 487

• 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 2 car garage
• Modern family home
• Great location 

$750,000
Contact: Grantville Office

31 Smythe Street

CORINELLA

• 3 bedroom, 1 bathroom, double carport
• Charming 3 bedroom home
• Situated close to the amenities of Grantville

$570,000
Contact: Grantville Office

82 Grantville-Glen Alvie Road

GRANTVILLE

• 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 2 car garage
• Perfect blend of comfort and convenience 
• Set to boom - First home or investment

$620,000
Contact: Grantville Office

58 Brazier Street

GRANTVILLE

• 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, double carport
• Generous 1025m2 block
• Investment potential - room to grow!

$670,000
Contact: Grantville Office

1 Kilburn Street

CORINELLA

• 4 bed, 2 bath, BV home on over half an acre
• Established plants and trees
• Surrounded by premium properties

$769,000
Contact: Leongatha Office

60 Chamberlain Drive

LEONGATHA 

• Character filled in convenient location
• 4 bed, 2 bath, 1 carport, est. gardens 
• Country cottage with open plan living

$795,000
Contact: Leongatha Office

3 Ritchie Street

LEONGATHA

• 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 3 car
• Architecturally designed, corner allotment
• Open views to trees across the township

$895,000
Contact: Leongatha Office

1 Coopers Road

FOSTER   

• Low maintenance living, secure backyard
• 3 bed, 2 bath, 2 car, light filled living space
• Undercover outdoor space

$595,000
Contact: Leongatha Office

17a Eccles Way

LEONGATHA   

SOLD

SOLD
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Simon Henderson 0428 740 750
Jake Anthony 0467 297 794
David Phelan 0429 050 349

• Operating at VLE Leongatha 
• Auctions Plus sales
• Direct and private 
sales of Livestock

• Personal professional service

Phelan & Henderson & Co. Phelan & Henderson & Co. 
Specialists in Livestock 

and Rural Real Estate sales
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  Bulk Silage Grass, Maize and Wholecrop   
(2 x Claas Jaguars and 2 x JCB Loaders) 

 Mower Conditioner/Auto Swathers 
 Solid and Liquid Effl  uent spreading 
 21 Tonne Excavator with Buckets and Log Grab 

Contact - David 0428 515 349 - Reece 0499 113 522 SUCCESS THROUGH SERVICE

LIVESTOCK AGENTS,
LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENTS,

PROPERTY MANAGERS, AUCTIONEERS
www.alexscott.com.au

36 BRIDGE STREET, KORUMBURRA   PH: 5655 1133   FAX: 5655 2480

Real Estate Sales

Livestock Sales
KORUMBURRA

David Ryan  0408 311 895
Mitch Cochrane  0438 078 000

LEONGATHA
Dane Perczyk - Livestock Manager 0408 176 063
Jack Curtis    0427 762 670

WARRAGUL
Neil Darby - Livestock Manager 0418 595 265
Terry Ahearn 0438 562 816
Jordan Sim 0448 058 435
Mark Malacarne 0418 654 590
Georgie Snell  0417 100 657

FOSTER
Dick Faulkner 0408 595 174
Brian Vuillermin 0429 436 040

WONTHAGGI
Rob Ould - Livestock Manager 0408 595 183
David Holden 0428 749 390
Alan Bolding 0419 723 255
Dale Atherton 0428 888 300PAKENHAM
David Setches - Livestock Manager 0409 443 473
Glenn Barwick 0408 975 476
Morgan Croucher  0457 001 877 
Tim Gibson  0420 306 599
Imogen Price  0417 225 498

KORUMBURRA
Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898

WONTHAGGI
Phillip Hanley 0417 140 508
Cal Nation 0439 334 163
Mick Chambers  0418 349 783

GRANTVILLE
Brian Silver  0407 347 509

INVERLOCH
Marni Lee Redmond 0403 525 413

BERWICK
Tom Gibson  0438 574 472

LEONGATHA
Andrew Newton 0402 940 320
Peter Dwyer 0428 855 244
Emily Hillberg 0422 622 299
Tony Giles 0407 528 192
Dan Huther 0418 334 801

WARRAGUL
Alan Steenholdt 0409 423 822

PAKENHAM
Tom Gibson  0438 574 472 

LANG LANG
Scott McKenzie  0427 552 898

MELBOURNE LAND
Matt Koster  0474 781 711 

COWES
Greg Price  0419 337 441
Maree Malloy 0408 316 715
Chase Watters 0423 272 819

VENUS BAY
Daniel Lawrie 0417 631 252
Sue Lawrie 0419 885 489

KOO WEE RUP
Michelle Lunney  0457 120 277
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ELECTRIC FENCE
ENERGIZER 

REPAIRS
Paul Vassil 

(Formerly Vassil Electronics)
38 Lower Gordon St, Korumburra

0408 515 184
JA21217

ON THE LAND

A NEW report has found Victorian dairy 
farm profits in 2023-24 were above the 
long-term average for the fifth consecutive 
year.

The 2023-2024 Dairy Farm Monitor is 
an annual survey tracking 80 dairy farm 
businesses statewide.

In 2023-2024, average profit was strong 
at $629,000 or $2.64 per kilograms of 
milk solids. 

The varied seasonal conditions across 
the state for 2023-24 influenced perfor-
mance and costs among the regions.

Average milk price fell slightly to $9.64 
per kilogram milk solids – a one per cent 
decrease on the previous year’s very high 
price – while total costs for the 2023-24 
period remained stable.

Agriculture Victoria Farm Business 
Economists Program Manager, Claire 
Waterman said: “Dairy Farm Monitor 
participants produced more milk across 
the state and increased homegrown feed 
production for their herds, despite some 
challenges including dry seasonal condi-
tions in the South West and a slightly low-
er milk price than last year.”

“We thank the Dairy Farm Monitor 
project participants for their dedicated 
support to this initiative, providing such 
valuable information to industry and gov-
ernment.”

Dairy Farm Monitor is a partnership 
with Dairy Australia, collecting and ana-
lysing financial and production data 
from dryland and irrigated dairy farms 
in south-western Victoria, Gippsland and 
northern Victoria.

Dairy Australia General Manager Re-
search and Innovation, Greg Jarman said 
the Dairy Farm Monitor Project provides 
vital insight into the factors affecting the 
profitability and sustainability of dairy 
farms.

“The data and insights gained from the 
project assist farmers and service provid-
ers in decision making and support Dairy 
Australia and the Victorian Government 
by providing independent and reliable 
information to inform investment and 
resource allocation to priority areas,” Mr 
Jarman said.

“This ensures we maintain our focus on 
the projects and activities that will have 
the greatest impact on the long-term prof-
itability and sustainability of the dairy in-
dustry.”

The 80 project participants represented 
a distribution of farm size, feeding sys-
tems and herd sizes. 

There were approximately 2768 dairy 
farm businesses in Victoria that produced 
5.3 billion litres or 63 per cent of Austra-
lia’s national milk production in 2023-24.

The 2023-24 Dairy Farm Monitor report 
is available on the Agriculture Victoria 
website: agriculture.vic.gov.au/about/ag-
riculture-in-victoria/dairy-farm-monitor-
project

Solid results continue 
for dairy industry Australia to host World 

Jersey Conference in 2025
AUSTRALIAN jerseys cows 

will be showcased to a global 
audience next year with the 
2025 World Jersey Confer-
ence being launched last 
week in the United States.

The World Jersey Cattle 
Bureau opened the confer-
ence at World Dairy Expo in 
Madison, Wisconsin, with up 
to 100 farmers from across 
the globe expected to make 
the trip Down Under in April 
2025.

The conference is already 
generating strong interest 
with more than 2000 views 
of the launch video in the 
first few hours.

Australia will be hosting 
the conference for the first 
time since 2011. It will start 
in Melbourne on April 6 
and finish at the Royal Syd-
ney Show Jersey judging on 
April 21.

International guests from 
Europe, North and South 
America, New Zealand and 
Asia are expected to join lo-
cal Jersey farmers on the 
tour.

Speaking at the World 
Dairy Expo, Jersey Australia 
general manager Glen Bar-
rett said hosting the tour 
was a great opportunity to 
showcase the Australian Jer-
sey cow and build on strong 
global marketing over the 
past three years, including a 
site at the World Dairy Expo.

“The campaign has had a 
very positive impact and we 
have seen that interest in our 
jerseys at World Dairy Expo 
this year, including a num-
ber of animals in the ring 
and in Jersey sales sired by 
Australian bulls,” Mr Barrett 
said.

“It’s important to capital-
ise on that work and bring 
global breeders to Austra-
lia and show the strength of 
our Jerseys and our local 
industry.”

An itinerary has been de-
veloped and will take visi-
tors through Victoria’s dairy 
regions and the NSW south 
coast, including the Central 
Gippsland Jersey Autumn 
Fair.

“They will visit some of our 
premier herds, including  

Master Breeder herds and 
the number one Jersey mer-
it herd along with some new-
er herds who will be show-
cased for the first time,” Mr 
Barrett said.

“This as a celebration of 
Australian Jerseys, with a 
strong focus on Australian 
cow families and sires.”

The conference was last 
held here in 2011 when Aus-
tralia stepped in after the 
tsunami hit original host Ja-
pan. It had been planned to 

return to Australia in 2021 
but was deferred because 
of COVID-19. This year the 
conference is in Denmark 
and it was held in Guatema-
la in 2023 and in Kenya and 
Rwanda in 2022.

Domestically, Jersey num-
bers have been increasing 
year-on-year and Jerseys 
now account for more than 
15 per cent of the national 
herd, up from 10.5 per cent 
15 years ago.

Mr Barrett predicted that 
interest in local Jerseys 
would spike after the confer-
ence. “Bringing international 
Jersey breeders here to see 
first-hand the high-quality 
cattle we’re breeding from 
high-quality Australian bulls 
will definitely benefit our lo-
cal industry,” he said.

“The conference rotates 
around the world and we 
think we have the best Jer-
sey cows in the world so we 
wanted to showcase them. 
There is certainly a growing 
market for Australian Jersey 
heifers and Australian genet-
ics and this will be a great 
opportunity for Australian 
businesses to support the 
event and promote their Jer-
sey genetics and products to 
the world.”

The World Jersey Cattle 
Bureau represents Jersey 
breeders, and their organ-
isations, around the world. 
There are five world re-
gions of the Bureau - Africa, 
Asia/Oceana, Europe, Latin 
America and North America. 
World conferences have been 
held since 1949.

A local committee is being 
formed to support the con-
ference tour planning.

Premium sponsor Genetics Australia’s export manager 
Rob Derksen, Jersey Australia general manager Glen Barrett 
and Jersey Australia board member and promotions chair 
Jane Sykes launch the 2025 World Jersey Conference at 
World Dairy Expo in Madison Wisconsin.
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FOR EXPERT ADVICE WITH ALL 
YOUR LIVESTOCK MARKETING

Jason 
Fry   

0407 295 909

Damien 
Minogue   

0427 507 369

Joshua 
Chiavaroli   

0407 029 255

Alex 
Dixon     

0409 581 935

Dean 
Foat

0488 732 181

Michael Foote   
0427 162 370

Livestock Manager

Hayden 
Hanratty    

0429 181 672

Rohan McRae        
0417 836 664

Branch Manager

LIVESTOCK, REAL ESTATE & INSURANCE

Melissa Fowles
Tracey Gollop
Nicole Renden

Sales Support offi  cers

Don Bowman ......... 0429 801 138
Ross McRobert  ...... 0418 838 454
Lachie Bowman ..... 0408 871 388
John McAinch ......... 0428 514 393

BULLS FOR SALE

DAIRY HEIFERS FOR SALE

ELDERS RURAL SERVICES
11 Commercial St, Korumburra 3950

Ph: (03) 5658 1894
dg_korumburra@elders.com.au
      elderskorumburralivestock

3 Poll Hereford bulls, 2 year old, extremely quiet, $2500 + $250 GST
2 Highland bulls, 3 year old, pure bred and quiet, $3000 + $300 GST

14 Holstein Heifers, AI Bred, Springing to Jersey bull, $1800 + $180 GST
Contact: ALEX DIXON 0409 581 935

ON THE LAND

THE winner of the Matthew George 
Young Stockman Award for 2024 was 
announced at the Royal Melbourne 
Show Agriculture Hub at 7pm on Fri-
day, October 4.

Interviews, video and photo opportu-
nities will be available to media repre-
sentatives.

The Ballarat Foundation was proud 
to announce the winner of the Mat-
thew George Young Stockman Award 
for 2024 at the Royal Melbourne Show 
Agriculture Hub on Friday, October 4 
as Matt Cooney.

Matt, 25, from Lemnos, Victoria, has 
over a decade of experience showing 
livestock. Recently, he made the bold 
decision to leave his full-time job in 
telecommunications to focus entirely 
on his passion for livestock. Matt has 
since launched his own livestock busi-
ness, Cann Valley Cattle Co & Con-
sultancy, which has quickly made its 
mark on the industry.

The Award, facilitated by the Bal-
larat Foundation, provides an oppor-
tunity for young breeders, aged 21 to 
30 years, to undertake a study tour of 
beef cattle breeding programs, devel-
opments and practices. As well, they 
act as ambassadors for the beef cattle 
industry in Australia.

Sixteen young industry leaders have 
been rewarded with the award since 
2009.

For more information on the award 
visit bit.ly/3zLzpBM.

Matthew George Young 
Stockman announced

MELBOURNE Water will 
partner with other Vic-
torian Catchment Man-
agement Authorities this 
October to launch a state-
wide initiative encouraging 
citizen scientists to record 
and submit frog calls using 
the Frog Census app.

“Usually, we tell people 
to disengage from technol-
ogy while they’re enjoying 
the natural environment, 
but during ‘Frogtober’, we 
want them to take their 
phone to their local creek 
or waterway and use the 
app to help us collect valu-
able environmental data,” 
Jane Petch said.

Ms Petch is a freshwater 
ecologist employed at Mel-
bourne Water as a Water-
watch coordinator.

The Frog Census app was 
launched by Melbourne 
Water in 2016 and has 
been downloaded nearly 
8000 times, with an aver-
age of 1700 frog call sub-
missions made each year.

The Frog Census app col-
lects research-grade data, 
with each frog call submit-
ted analysed by an ecolo-
gist before being added to 
a statewide database.

“The data we gather via 
the Frog Census app in-
form Melbourne Water’s 
decisions about waterways 
and environment proj-
ects. We are so grateful to 
our community of citizen 
scientists for being our 
eyes and ears in the field 

and helping us collect far 
more data on the state of 
our frog populations than 
would otherwise be pos-
sible,” Ms Petch said.

Melbourne Water is one 
of 10 Catchment Manage-
ment Authorities (CMAs) 
in Victoria responsible for 
delivering land, water and 
biodiversity programs.

This is the first year the 
CMAs have joined forces 
on a statewide effort to 
capture frog calls.

The annual Frog Census 
was initiated in 2001 and 
has historically focused 
on recording frog calls in 
metro Melbourne during 
four key months of April, 
August, October and No-
vember when frogs are 
most active.

“Frogs can be found all 
over Melbourne and re-
gional Victoria and can be 
heard calling from where 
water is found in bush-
land, parks and gardens, 
and urban areas,” Ms 
Petch said.

“Before the launch of the 
app, people would record 
frog calls using a cassette 
recorder and post them 
into Melbourne Water for 
manual collation. Now, 
people tap a button using 
the app to record, and lo-
cation data will accurately 
locate where the call was 
heard.”

As an ‘indicator species’, 
frogs are crucial to under-
standing how healthy the 

environment is.
They are sensitive to en-

vironmental changes in 
water and land and are an 
important part of the food 
chain.

They provide food for 
larger prey such as birds 
and fish, are predators of 
insects, and have eradicat-
ed millions of pests.

Ms Petch said frog popu-
lations are under threat 
and many species are dis-
appearing.

“Collecting frog data al-
lows us to take action 
when species are threat-
ened and hopefully reverse 
the decline through tar-
geted conservation efforts 
like revegetation or water 
quality improvement,” she 
said.

In metro Melbourne, 
there are 16 species of 
frogs, from the Eastern 
Common Froglet, which 
is heard all year around 
Melbourne, to the vulner-
able Growling Grass Frog 
species primarily found in 
Western metropolitan Mel-
bourne.

“Participating in the Frog 
Census will enable people 
to identify the frog species 
in their local area and fos-
ter a stronger connection 
to the environment,” Ms 
Petch said.

You do not need to be a 
frog expert to participate 
– download the free Frog 
Census app and get re-
cording. 

Contribute to research during Frogtober

Get involved in important environ-
mental research by downloading the 
free Frog Census app.

One of the vulnerable Growling Grass 
Frogs.

THE Liveable Commu-
nities Liveable Waterways 
grant program is open for 
applications to new par-
ticipants throughout the 
Port Phillip and Western-
port region.

Unlike a great many 
urban waterways, rural 
headwater streams and 
smaller creeks are often 
on private property.

This means landhold-
ers play a crucial role in 
protecting the health of 
waterways.

By replanting vegeta-
tion, controlling weeds 
and putting in fencing 
to exclude livestock, the 
streamside landholders 
make an invaluable con-
tribution to preserving 
the ecological balance of 
waterways.

Janette and Andrew 
own a grazing property in 
Almurta with frontage to 

the Bass River and inte-
grated water management 
has been a key feature in 
the development of their 
property.

By managing the flow of 
the surface water which 
drains into the waterway, 
they have improved the 
condition of the stream 
frontage and reduced risk 
of sediment or nutrients 
flowing into the river.

So far, they have planted 
3500 native shrubs with 
species that thrive in wet 
ground conditions.

With fencing and plant-
ing, they have created a 
network of wildlife that 
links bushland areas 
with swamps, cultivating 
and conserving trees and 
planting paddocks with a 
wider seed variety to im-
prove soil health.

Works to protect head-
water streams and small 

rural creeks support the 
ecology of the waterways 
by protecting the water-
bugs that feed the smaller 
fish and support bigger 
fish further downstream.

Works to restore na-
tive vegetation also sup-
port habitat and food for 
native animals and im-
proves the stability of wa-
terway embankments.

Liveable Communities 
Liveable Waterways is a 
vital part of how com-
munities can contribute 
to the Healthy Waterways 
Strategy – a 50-year vi-
sion for the health of wa-
terways in the five major 
catchments across Port 
Phillip and the Western-
port region.

By supporting this pro-
gram, you are contribut-
ing to a brighter, healthier 
future for the waterways 
for generations to come. 

Fencing at a Bass Coast property protects stream frontage and nature corridor. 

Protect our waterways from the source



50   |   TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2024   |   SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES 

MARKET REPORT
Brought to you by...

ON THE LAND

Leongatha Store Sale on Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024
Steers
A Walker 18 Angus 	 664kg	 $4.05�  $2690
J Maclachlan 30 Angus 	 604kg 	 $4.16 � $2510
J Maclachlan 15 Angus	 573kg 	 $4.13 � $2370
G. Murray 20 Angus 	 566kg 	 $3.79 � $2150
H Mawhinney 13 Angus 	 532kg 	 $4.04 � $2150
Mt Arrarat 20 BB 	 586kg 	 $4.00 � $2340
SF & EL Davey 32 Angus 	 511kg 	 $4.07 � $2080
K, P & R Hourigan 15 Hereford 	493kg 	 $3.67 � $1810
J Maclachlan 17 Angus 	 492kg 	 $4.55 � $2240
Wallaby Downs 15 Angus 	 485kg 	 $4.04 � $1960
EJ, GG, MG & R Bates 24 Angus 471kg 	 $4.09 � $1930
GG Churchill & D Sly 12 Angus	471kg	 $3.86 � $1820
RJ & PJ Derham 15 Hereford 	 468kg	 $3.84 � $1800
Wallaby Downs 16 Angus 	 464kg	 $3.92 � $1820
H Mawhinney 12 Angus 	 458kg	 $3.97 � $1820
P & J Fleming 15 Angus 	 454kg 	 $4.05 � $1840
Wallaby Downs 18 Angus 	 453kg 	 $3.95 � $1790
D.Fussell 12 Angus 	 447kg 	 $4.11 � $1840
EJ, GG, MG & R Bates 22 Angus 442kg 	 $4.36 � $1930
Wallaby Downs 34 Angus 	 440kg 	 $3.86 � $1700
Brewis & Woodhouse 15 Angus 	440kg 	 $3.86 � $1700
Wallaby Downs 18 Hereford 	 439kg 	 $3.57 � $1570
D. Hurley 22 Angus 	 435kg 	 $4.18�  $1810
Allen Ag Services 20 Angus 	 425kg 	 $4.00 � $1700
Eddington Holdings 30 Angus 	 420kg	 $4.30 � $1810
Black Range Angus 23 Angus  	 419kg	 $4.00 � $1680
P.Evans 17 Angus  	 415kg 	 $3.87 � $1610
GS & J Tuckett 15 Angus 	 408kg 	 $3.87 � $1580
H Mawhinney 15 Angus 	 406kg 	 $3.91 � $1590
H Gerrand 25 Angus 	 406kg 	 $4.11 � $1670
T Ball 15 Angus	 401kg 	 $3.86 � $1550
D.C Mcgrath 20 Angus  	 400kg 	 $4.00�  $1600
V & DL Vickers 13 BB 	 400kg 	 $3.87 � $1550
JAD Farms 18 Angus 	 391kg 	 $3.93 � $1540
Wallaby Downs 13 Hereford 	 389kg 	 $3.47 � $1350
EJ & VM White 23 Angus 	 388kg 	 $4.07 � $1580
Allen Ag Services 22 Angus 	 387kg 	 $4.13 � $1600
Hartay Family 25 Angus 	 380kg 	 $4.28 � $1630
RJ Mackenzie 19 Hereford 	 376kg 	 $3.84 � $1410
Brewis & Woodhouse 16 Angus 	368kg 	 $3.17 � $1170
H Gerrand 46 Angus 	 368kg 	 $4.23 � $1560
Gem-Brae Ag 35 Angus 	 368kg 	 $3.80 � $1400
B & S Phillips 20 Angus 	 365kg 	 $3.97 � $1450
EJ, GG, MG & R Bates20 Angus 	363kg 	 $4.21 � $1530
Allen AG Services 20 Angus 	 361kg 	 $4.12 � $1490
R Whitehead 12 Angus 	 358kg 	 $3.35 � $1200
Delaney Family Trust 25 Angus 357kg 	 $5.35 � $1910
L Barrett 12 Angus 	 356kg 	 $4.01 � $1430
Hartay Family 25 Angus 	 352kg 	 $4.23 � $1490
R.Kirton 20 Angus 	 344kg 	 $4.62 � $1590
Wiltara Farms 29 Angus 	 342kg 	 $3.74 � $1280
P Mcdonnell 22 Angus 	 342kg 	 $4.18 � $1430
Allan Ag Services 29 Angus 	 341kg 	 $4.10 � $1400
Wiltshaw Farming 10 Angus  	 341kg 	 $3.66 � $1250
K Farley 18 Char 	 329kg 	 $3.76 � $1240
H Gerrand 24 Angus 	 327kg 	 $4.43 � $1450

Heifers
Karasi Parj 13 Angus 	 493kg 	 $3.44 � $1700
S & S Storr 15 BB 	 430kg 	 $3.34 � $1440
D. Fussell 14 Angus  	 428kg 	 $3.38 � $1450
G Jones 11 Hereford 	 418kg 	 $3.20 � $1340
D. Hurley 19 Angus   	 415kg 	 $3.78 � $1570
GJ Andrew 16 S/Horn 	 414kg 	 $3.47 � $1440
IK & JM Bo 20 SP 	 373kg 	 $3.40 � $1270
P. Evans 13 Angus   	 370kg 	 $3.45 � $1280
EJ, GG, MG & R Bates 20 Angus 	369kg	 $3.36 � $1240
CA & JR Moore 15 Hereford 	 357kg 	 $3.22�  $1150
Gem-Brae Ag 20 Angus  	 355kg 	 $3.23 � $1150
EJ, GG, MG & R Bates 24 Angus 	343kg	 $3.35 � $1150
A & J Gerrand 23 Angus  	 343kg 	 $3.64 � $1250
Gem-Brae Ag 20 Angus  	 342kg 	 $3.53 � $1210
K. Sim & Sons 19 Angus  	 335kg	 $3.40 � $1140
D. Hurley 16 Angus   	 326kg 	 $3.83 � $1250
A & J Gerrand 25 Angus  	 315kg 	 $3.33 � $1050
C & S Tayler 23 Angus  X 	 312kg 	 $3.20 � $1000

By SGSSA

AGENTS yarded 5825 head at last Thurs-
days VLE Leongatha store sale in a yarding 
you could only describe as outstanding and 
a credit to the vendors and breeders.

There were some large feature lines of sin-
gle vendor grown steers and weaners with 
plenty of weight and breeding to match.

A large group of feedlot buyers along with 
local graziers all competed strongly on all 
grades in a market that was dearer than ex-
pected due to the large volume with prices 
being fully firm for the steers and firm to a 
little easier on the heifers. 

Xbred and dairy types also held up well 
with good support shown with rates in line 
with previous sales.

Outstanding yarding 
of store cattle

Lardner Park Calf Market Report
Monday, September 30, 2024
Jersey & Jersey x .....................$16 to $55
Friesian Bulls ..........................$28 to $76
Friesian Heifers .......................$40 to $45
Beef Bulls ..............................$30 to $220
Beef Heifers .............................$20 to $85
Number of Calves: 390
Number purchased to rear: 95

GRAEME and Andrea Bar-
low know that staff develop-
ment is important, particular-
ly as their business has grown 
over the last three decades.

The South Gippsland dairy 
farmers started with one staff 
member, milking 330 cows on 
500 acres with Andrea’s par-
ents, Ken and Marina Dixon.

Fast forward to today, and 
they have up to 10 staff milk-
ing 1000 cows on a 2500-acre 
property in Yarram.

“The bigger your business 
gets, the more people you 
need. We can’t do it without 
them,” Graeme said.

The growth in employee 
numbers means learning and 
development opportunities 
have become even more of a 
focus.

“We’ve been sending our 
staff to a lot of Dairy Austra-
lia courses for quite a while,” 
Andrea said.

“We feel it really benefits our 
business.”

Graeme and Andrea’s staff 
have undertaken Dairy Aus-
tralia’s Milking and Mastitis 
Management program (for-
merly known as Cups On, 
Cups Off), which Andrea says 
has been really good for em-
ployees who work in the dairy.

Staff have also participated 
in the Rearing Healthy Calves 
program, a hoof trimming 
course and Pastures for Profit 
– all of which have been suc-
cessful.

These programs have helped 
improve staff skills and in-
creased their knowledge in 
managing calves and more 
effective hoof care practices. 

Increased expertise means 
better overall animal welfare 
and operational efficiency on 
the farm.

Graeme and Andrea see up-
skilling staff as a positive step 
forward in futureproofing 
their business.

“It’s really good growing the 
business – knowing that with 
all the training you’ve put 

your staff through, gives you 
the confidence that even when 
you’re not there, the job will 
get done,” says Andrea.

“Especially with our son, 
Jayden. He’s put a lot into the 
business, and we have a lot of 
confidence in him managing 
the business going forward.”

Andrea highly recommends 
putting staff through these 
courses and developing their 
skills – it’s a win-win for both 
employers and employees.

“They get a lot out of it,” An-
drea said.

Graeme adds that under-
taking training has also given 
their employees the confi-
dence to push themselves a 
bit further and take on more. 
This, in turn, provides more 
opportunities to make sound 
decisions right across the 
farm business.

“Everything’s evolving – the 
dairy industry is changing ev-
ery year. So, it’s good to stay 
on top of what’s going on,” 
Graeme said.

To find out more about how 
Dairy Australia provides sup-
port with employing and man-
aging people, and building 
skills for successful careers in 
dairy farming, visit dairyaus-
tralia.com.au/people.

Developing a growing workforce for the future

Booming Store Sale in Leongatha
LEONGATHA Saleyards was 

full of buyers and sellers on 
Thursday, along with curious 
onlookers such as Melbourne-
based youngsters Kit and Raf 
Cowell checking out their first 
Store Sale.

They had plenty to see with 
just under 6000 head of cattle 
available.

Quality was high and prices 
strong.

Baw Baw Livestock has set-
tled in well at the Leongatha 
Saleyards after the closure of 
Pakenham, having many pens 
to sell on Thursday.

Auctioneer Jayden Ferrari 
summed up the general high 
quality of animals available.

“The quality of cattle is very 
good across the yarding, so 
the main yarding of steers and 
even your straight line of heif-
ers,” he said.

“The season in South and 
East Gippsland has been tick-
ing along pretty well, so the 
cattle have presented very 

well, especially for the feedlot 
competition.”

He noted there were plenty of 
cattle with weight in them, ide-
ally suited to feedlot buyers.

Jayden was pleased with the 
prices achieved.

“Some of the big black steers 
are still making well in excess 
of $4 a kilo,” he observed.

Underlining that point, a pen 
of 25 steers from M. Brown, 
averaging 478 kilos, achieved 
$1970 a head at an impressive 
$4.12 per kilo.

Jake Follett, who farms in 
Poowong and Lang Lang, run-
ning Gembrae Ag in Nyora, 
had young son Max for com-
pany at Thursday’s sale.

Jake sold 35 Angus steers 
weighing in the 350 to 360 
kilo bracket and was pleased 
with the $1400 per head price, 
while awaiting the sale of some 
heifers.

As for Kit and Raf, they rel-
ished meeting the cattle and 
observing their antics.

Dairy farmers Graeme and Andrea Barlow are focused on 
learning and development for their employees as they see 
growth on their Gippsland farm. 

Baw Baw Livestock auctioneer Jayden Ferrari in action 
during Thursday’s Busy Leongatha Store Sale. A04_4124

Foster’s Mylah and Zayda Angwin, Oscar Griffin of 
Welshpool and Melbourne’s Kit and Raf Cowell enjoy 
Thursday’s Store Sale, a first for the city pair. A05_4124

Drovers Kayla Hardy and Tyneal O’Dwyer take a momentary 
pause during their busy day at Leongatha Saleyards on 
Thursday. A07_4124
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SOUTH GIPPSLAND ASSOCIATED AGENTS

VLE LEONGATHA STORE SALE
CATTLE 3500 3500

GROWN STEERS
A/c Castello Farms P/L, Thorpdale (NUTRIEN)
Annual Draft
93 Angus/Sim steers, 13-15 mths, Hicks blood, 
Weaned 1/6/24, Booster 5in1, B12 & Drenched,  
VB, GF & ABF
A/c Markarna Park, Flinders (NUTRIEN)
35 Angus steers, 16-20 mths 
A/c S Jackson & S Collins, Kilmany (NUTRIEN)
27 Angus steers, 18 mths
A/c S Walsh, Seaspray (NUTRIEN)
20 Angus steers, 18-24 mths
A/c Melaleuca Past, Ruby (NUTRIEN)
20 Angus steers, 15-16 mths
A/c M & K Prosser, Loch (NUTRIEN)
14 Speckle Park steers, 2 yo
A/c Missen Farming, Willung (NUTRIEN)
12 Angus steers, 2 yo 
A/c K & L Holmes, Boolarra (NUTRIEN)
12 Hereford steers, 18-20 mths
A/c S & J Miller, Tinamba (NUTRIEN)
10 Angus steers, 18 mths, GF & ABF
A/c T & JA Christensen, Glengarry (NUTRIEN)
10  BB steers, 14-16 mths, NE Accred, 3x5in1, VQ
A/c C Puyol & A Chibber, Poowong (SEJ)
8 Angus & Charolais X steers, 22 mths
A/c R & L Whittaker, Tarwin Lower (NUTRIEN)
7 Angus steers, 20 mths
A/c Behmer Pastoral, Pound Creek (NUTRIEN)
6 Angus steers, 18 mths 

GROWN HEIFERS 
A/c G. Abrahamson, Ryanston (PHC)
40 Angus heifers, 16-18 mths, “Leawood” & “Black 
Spur Angus” blood
A/c Markarna Park, Flinders (NUTRIEN)
35 Angus heifers, 16-20 mths 
A/c Castello Farms P/L, Thorpdale (NUTRIEN)
Annual Draft
15 Angus/Sim heifers, 13-15 mths, Hicks blood, 
weaned 1/6/24, Booster 5in1, B12 & Drenched,  
VB, GF & ABF
A/c T & JA Christensen, Glengarry (NUTRIEN)
10 BB heifers, 14-16 mths, NE Accred, 3x5in1, VQ
A/c K & L Holmes, Boolarra (NUTRIEN)
9 Hereford heifers, 18-20 mths
A/c Behmer Pastoral, Pound Creek (NUTRIEN)
6 Angus heifers, 18 mths
A/c Missen Farming, Willung (NUTRIEN)
4 Angus heifers, 2yo

ANGUS WEANERS
A/c B Hinson, Hazelwood Nth (NUTRIEN)
80 Angus strs, 12-18 mths 
80 Angus heifers, 12-18 mths
Innesdale & Leawood blood, NE Accred

A/c K.D Opray, Hedley (PHC)
150 Angus steer weaners, 14-15 mths, well 
weaned, By Top Leawood Bulls, had all treatments, 
quiet, VB 
A/c SL & LM Harrison, Giffard West (PHC)
60 Angus & Angus X steers, 12 mths, EagleRock 
blood, weaned
40 Angus & Angus X heifers, 12 mths, EagleRock 
blood, weaned
A/c Von Pace Past, Giffard (NUTRIEN)
75 Angus steers
26 Angus heifers
12 mths, Innesdale / McIndoe blood, NE Accred, 
weaned
A/c Bona Vista Pastoral (NUTRIEN)
40 Angus steers
40 Angus heifers
12-14 mths
A/c M & N Castello, Thorpdale (NUTRIEN)
40 Angus steers
40 Angus heifers
12-13 mths, weaned, Absolute Angus blood,  
GF & ABF
A/c North Side Pastoral, Inverloch (NUTRIEN)
80 Angus steers, 12 mths
A/c High Voltage Consultancy, Flynns Creek 
(NUTRIEN)
40 Angus steers, 12 mths 
30 Angus heifers, 12 mths
A/c S Beckman, Glengarry (NUTRIEN)
40 Angus & Angus Sim X steers
30 Angus & Angus Sim X heifers
NE Accred, Drenched 14/9
A/c G & T McColl, ‘Glenfinnan’ Mardan (SEJ)
45 Angus heifers, 12 mths
18 Angus steers, 12 mths
Innesdale & Merlewood blood, weaned 3½ mths,    
Drenched Dectomax, 3 x 5 in 1 
A/c G & H Foat, Woodside (NUTRIEN)
25 AA/BB steers
20 AA/BB heifers
12 mths
A/c SJC Farms, Thorpdale (NUTRIEN)
41 Angus steers, 13-14 mths
A/c G & B Morrison, Glengarry (NUTRIEN)
20 Angus steers
20 Angus heifers
12-14 mths, Landfall & Bowman blood, GF, ABF & 
VB, Multimin & 7in1
A/c Annsfield, Rosedale (NUTRIEN)
40 Angus steers, 12-13 mths, Millah Murrah, 
Hazeldean & Battersby blood, NE Accred
A/c Leebrooke Livestock (NUTRIEN)
20 Angus steers
20 Angus heifers
12-14 mths, VB, GF & ABF, NE Accred, yard weaned 
& extremely quiet, Drenched Injectable Ivomec, B12 
& Sel, Multimin, Piliguard, 5in1x2, Pesti Guard X 

2 (heifers only) & Easy Dose, AI bred to top sires, 
Baldrige Command & Texas Iceman, backed up by 
Mawarra MWGQ385
A/c Spring Valley, Glengarry (NUTRIEN)
20 Angus steers
20 Angus heifers
12-13 mths
A/c R, H & P Thompson, Fish Creek (NUTRIEN)
25 Angus heifers, 12-13 mths, Sired By Ronly
15 Speckle Park heifers, 12-13 mths, Sired by 
Napoleon, AI Bred, 7in1 Vacc. & Cydectin Drenched 
12/9, All Trace Mineral Bolus 19/3/24
A/c DS & A O’Brien, “Gouranelar” Swifts Creek 
(NUTRIEN)
30 BB steers, 10-12 mths, Innesdale blood, VB,  
NE ACCRED, GF & ABF 
A/c A & A Missen, Woodside (NUTRIEN)
25 Angus steers, 12-14 mths
A/c I & R Hengstberger, Dumbalk (NUTRIEN)
25 Angus steers, 12-13 mths
A/c D&L White, Ferndale (SEJ)
24 Angus heifer weaners, 10 mths, VB, NE Accred,  
weaned
A/c M & M Standfield, Fish Creek
20 Angus steers, 12 mths, weaned, VB, GF & ABF, 
Cydectin, Multi-min & 5in1 18/8/24 , By top Dunoon 
bulls
A/c Backman Contracting, Valencia Creek 
(NUTRIEN)
20 Angus steers, 12 mths
A/c O’Loughlin Farms, Tarwin Lower (NUTRIEN)
20 Angus strs, 12 mths, Kunuma blood &  
NE Accred
A/c Bulleondurra, Mirboo Nth (NUTRIEN)
20 Angus steers, 12-13 mths
A/c P & A Chisholm, Archies Creek (NUTRIEN)
20 Angus steers, 11-12 mths, By Merlewood Stud 
Bulls, NE Accred
A/c M Cummins & A, G & H Little (NUTRIEN)
20 Angus mixed sex, 12 mths
A/c MD Gordon, Glen Forbes (NUTRIEN)
20 Angus mixed sex calves, 7-8 mths, By 
Wattlewood Stud Bulls
A/c S Conway, Traralgon (NUTRIEN)
19 Angus steers, 11-12 mths, By Latrobe Park & 
Bowman Bulls, Drenched Cattlemax & Swish Lice 
Treatment 10/8, weaned
A/c R Holt, Leongatha (NUTRIEN)
15 Angus steers, 12 mths
A/c Angel’s Run, Meeniyan (NUTRIEN)
15 Angus steers, 11-12 mths
A/c A & A Gray, Devon North (NUTRIEN)
15 Angus heifers, 12 mths
A/c R & L Whittaker, Tarwin Lower (NUTRIEN)
10 Angus steers, 10  mths
A/c V Sanders, Hazelwood Nth (NUTRIEN)
10 Angus steers, 10 mths

A/c K & S Hutchinson, Koonwarra (NUTRIEN)
10 AA/Devon steers, 12 mths
A/c C Goff, Sale (NUTRIEN)
9 Angus heifers, 10 mths

COLOURED WEANERS 
A/c Whelan’s Run, Glengarry (NUTRIEN)
40 Hereford steers
40 Hereford heifers
10-12 mths
A/c Ds & A O’Brien, “Gouranelar” Swifts Creek 
(NUTRIEN)
60 Hereford steers, 10-12 mths, Mawarra blood, 
VB, NE Accred, GF & ABF
A/c B Hinson, Hazelwood Nth (NUTRIEN)
15 Charo steers, 12-18 mths 
15 Charo heifers, 12-18 mths
Innesdale & Leawood blood, NE Accred
A/c Tablelands Pastoral, Boisdale (PHC)
20 Hereford steers weaners, 9-10 mths, Mawarra 
blood, weaned
A/c Wiabuna P/L, Woolamai (NUTRIEN)
20 Speckled Park, mixed sex calves, 10 mths
A/c E McPherson, Hedley (PHC)
20 Speckle X yearling mixed sexes, 12-14 mths
A/c S Mackenzie, Buffalo (SEJ)
5 Poll Hereford X steers, 12 mths
9 Poll Hereford X steers, 12 mths

XBRED & DAIRY 
A/c Kyle Custom Build, Bena (SEJ)
45 Angus/Friesian & Hereford/Friesian X steers, 
12/16 mths
A/c Waterside Operations, Waratah Bay 
(NUTRIEN)
25 Angus X steers, 18 mths, Treated Promax Pour 
On & Multimin 16/9
A/c T & JA Christensen, Glengarry (NUTRIEN)
20 BB mixed sex, 14-16 mths, NE Accred, 3x5in1, 
VQ
A/c M & R Coleman, Maffra (NUTRIEN)
20 Angus Friesian X steers, 2yo
A/c Wiabuna P/L, Woolamai (NUTRIEN)
20 Angus Friesian X heifers, 10-14 mths
A/c Clark Dairies, Glen Alvie (NUTRIEN)
20 Speckle Park/Friesian X mixed sex calves,  
9-11 mths, bucket reared
A/c Jelbart Dairy, Leongatha Sth (NUTRIEN)
40 Friesian heifers, 14 mths
A/c D Joyce, Outtrim (NUTRIEN)
12 Friesian steers, 2yo

COWS & CALVES 
A/c L & S Marriott, Tarwin Lower (SEJ)
3 x 6 Poll Hereford cows & calves

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2024 - Starting at 9am
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5662 4033 5662 2291 0429 050 349

PLEASE NOTE:  4PM WEDNESDAY CURFEW  APPLIES

ON THE LAND
DAYS of sunshine and warmer 

weather are bringing an increase 
in snake sightings across the re-
gion, with residents urged to stay 
alert.

“Snake season is rapidly ap-
proaching,” Dr Will Hume, Inver-
loch Animal Doc said.

“Often unfortunately the first 
thing we notice are dead snakes 
on the road to alert us to the fact 
that snakes are waking up from 
their winter slumbers.

“In our region, the two species 
of concern are copperhead snakes 
and tiger snakes. Copperheads 
will cause a pet to get quite ill, 

and still require treatment, but 
are rarely lethal in cats and dogs. 
Tiger snakes are much more ven-
omous and untreated bites are of-
ten fatal.”

When presented with a pet that’s 
been potentially bitten by a snake 
there are two specific tests Inver-
loch Animal Doc run that will tell 
them how likely a snake enven-
omation is. 

“We measure the animal’s co-
agulation (the ability for blood to 
clot) and we measure an enzyme 
called CK or creatinine kinase, an 
enzyme expressed when muscle 
breakdown is occurring. Usually, 

these two tests give us enough 
information to decide whether or 
not to proceed with administering 
antivenene.”

Prevention is much easier, as 
treatment is risky and expensive.

“These days there are profes-
sional groups who train dogs to 
avoid snakes. This is effective but 
controversial as it usually involves 
using real live snakes and elec-
tronic collars,” Dr Will explained.

“The Victorian Government re-
quires dog owners to have their 
dogs checked by a vet prior to 
undertaking snake avoidance 
training. We have seen many dog 

owners – especially people with 
valuable working dogs operating 
in snakey areas – requesting cer-
tification for this type of training 
over the past few years.

“People interested in snake 
avoidance training should be thor-
ough when researching a snake 
avoidance trainer and ensuring 
that they employ professional dog 
trainers and snake handlers, and 
check that they have a strong ani-
mal welfare policy.”

And whilst wet weather may 
have us thinking we are still safe, 
make sure you keep an eye on 
your footing.

Marge, the rains are here, but it hasn’t stopped the snakes

Copperhead in Bass Coast.
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BLINDS
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43Free measure & quote

“We come to you”
 Hollands   Sunscreens  Romans

 Canvas awnings  Verticals
 Timber & aluminium Venetians

AH: 5672 38740419 526 0800419 526 080

Zap’s Blinds

Servicing Gippsland - Mark & Rachael Zappa

DINGO SERVICES

H
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BEN’S DINGO SERVICES

0408 387 722

l Dingo (rubber tracks)
l Bucket work
l Rotary Hoe
l Trenching
Operating locally 
since 2001

l 2 ton excavator
l Post hole boring

TRADES TRADES    SERVICESSERVICES
DIRECTORY

&

ASPHALTING
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ASPHALT
Schoolgrounds, Driveways

Carparks & repairs

66 Nardoo Street, Cape Paterson 3995

Mike Rowley 0411 412 707

ANTENNAS

PAULS ANTENNAS
• Professionally installing Antennas 

• Data Points TV mounting 
• Extra TV points

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Same day service. Covering all areas 
Call Paul anytime 0402 429 114

JE
N
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03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

f Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

AU22840

AIR CONDITIONING
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CARPET CLEANING
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Cleaner CarpetsCleaner Carpets
Britt

ys

• Carpets • Tiles • Cars• Carpets • Tiles • Cars
• Upholstery • Mattresses• Upholstery • Mattresses

Reasonable rates and friendly service.Reasonable rates and friendly service.
Call David Britt todayCall David Britt today

0400 907 2010400 907 201

CURTAINS & BLINDS
JA
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4

dollar curtains + blinds

value in every dollar

21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi  5672 2915
www.dollarcurtainsandblinds.com.au

curtains

shutters

blinds

outdoor

joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

ELECTRICIAN

H
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joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

JOEL SHARPE 0412 950 720
www.jselectricians.com.au

For all your electrical works including
• Domestic upgrades

• Maintenance and Repairs
• TV, data and home networking

• Lighting installations & upgrades
• Kitchen appliances install

DECK RESTORATION
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BEFORE

AFTER

®

Specialists in restoration
& preservation of timber decks

Residential & Commercial

SERVICING ALL OF BASS COAST

1800 332 525
www.deckseal.com.au

CONCRETING
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• Exposed aggregate • Driveways
• Crossovers • Cow lanes
• Factories • Shed floors

Call Leo: 0419 580 3010419 580 301

CONCRETING
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Justin StollJustin Stoll 0409 425 054 e: stollcrete@outlook.come: stollcrete@outlook.com

Sheds - Driveways - CrossoversSheds - Driveways - Crossovers
Footpaths - Concrete Garden EdgingFootpaths - Concrete Garden Edging
Plus much more - Free measure & quotesPlus much more - Free measure & quotes

For all your concreting needs
STOLLCRETE

CONCRETING
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440491 950 640

CONCRETING
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REINFORCED CONCRETE 
SOUTH GIPPSLAND

For all your  
concreting needs

Phone: 0447 137 009
Email: 

reinforcedconcreteaustralia@gmail.com

ELECTRONICS
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James Dell
10 Ashenden Street

Leongatha, Vic, 3953
5662 3891

admin@gardnerelectronics.com.au

Security/Access control • CCTV • TV
• Data/Phone • Home Theatre • PA

Gardner Electronics

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
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Nick 0421 170 827
nick@basscoasthvac.com.au

Heating & A/C install and maintenance
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

FLOORING
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LET US GIVE YOU A QUOTE

carpetone.com.au 
21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi 

5672 2915

GARAGE DOORS & GATES
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ABN: 85202917027

ROLLER DOORS
SECTIONAL DOORS
AUTOMATED GATES

SALES, SERVICE & REPAIRS
EMAIL: gandrgaragedoors@outlook.com
RUSS: 0415 679 778         GAV: 0400 217 595

BUILDER
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Renovating your bathroom?
We specialise in bathroom
renovations and general 
carpentry.

David Cowan 
Builder
0425 811 443
Reg. DB-L71510

EARTHMOVING & TREES
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E: tbunn@outlook.com.au
MACHINERY:

• CAT326 Excavator 26 tonne
• CATD7 Bulldozer 25 tonne

• Giltrap Tip Trailers 16 tonne
• MF 7615 4WD tractor with front 

end loader (180 horsepower) • Power grader 
• Scraper • Large wood chipper that can 

handle any size logs, alternative to burning

EARTH MOVING & TREES
TREVOR BUNN 0427 572 270

AIR CONDITIONING
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AU39230

SAVE UP TO $5,000 
WHEN YOU REPLACE YOUR 

GAS DUCTED HEATING

SALE, INSTALLATION 
& REPAIR 

Ask us how!

citytocoastair.com  
0400 001 465

CLEANING SERVICES
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Email: ashleypttrsn009@gmail.com

Call Ashley:
0417 351 526
South Gippsland

• Domestic
• NDIS cleaning

BUILDER
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Adam Schmidt 0418 139 352
ABN 75092084574

aschmidtbuilders@bigpond.com

Specialising in: • Extensions 
• Renovations • New Homes

Decks & Pergolas
• Stairs-Internal & External

• Private Jetties • Retaining Walls

SCHMIDTBUILDERS
TRADITIONAL QUALITY CARPENTRY

BUILDER
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Specialist builder of period style custom homes.

0428 496 266
brad@bradmccormackhomes.com.au CDB-U 66015

AUTO ELECTRICIAN

CARS  •  TRUCKS  •  CARAVANS
MOTORBIKES  •  BOATS

Prompt and e�  cient call us today!

MOBILE AUTO 
ELECTRICAN

WE COME TO YOU!

KENT MOBILE AUTO ELECTRICS
     Matthew Kent 0411 184 906

kentmobileautoelectrics@gmail.com
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BUILDER
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VANDERMEER & SONS

PAUL VANDERMEER
Mobile: 0427 750 568

FREE QUOTES

Over 25 years experience
Bathrooms a speciality

• Decking • Concrete retainer walls • Kitchens
• Bathrooms  • Plastering • Painting  

• Pergolas • Renovations
• Doors & window installation • Built-in robes

ELECTRICIAN
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ADVERTISING

DIRECTORY
TRADES TRADES    SERVICESSERVICES&

Advertise your business in the
Sentinel-Times

Send the details of 
your advertisement to:

ads@sgst.com.au
or phone 5672 1888

(Min of five consecutive editions)

We accept:

$50 per edition
full colour

$33.70 per edition mono
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HOME & GARDEN
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Gippsland Home & Garden Maintenance

• Lawns - small acreages, large residential blocks
• Customised holiday property packages
•  Seasonal fruit tree pruning  

plus gardening
• Complete bathroom reno’s
•  Tiling, Grouting and  

pressure cleaning
• Painting

John 0414 917 468
Call now for a quote!

Years of quality 

experience

TRADES TRADES    SERVICESSERVICES
DIRECTORY

&

RE-STUMPING

JE
N
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76keanesrestumpting@outlook.com

PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

KEANE & SON
House Restumping & Levelling

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly? 
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly? 
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

ROOF RESTORATION

S.O.S.ROOFING

Call Steve 0412 160 071Call Steve 0412 160 071

YOUR LOCAL ROOFER

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

• Find and � x leaks • Roof repainting
• Roo� ng repointing • Valley renewal

• Roof demossing • Guttering • Gutter cleaning JE
N
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SECURITY
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South Gippsland 
Security Services

• Patrols  • Guards  •  Alarm responses
• Alarm monitoring

Your local security company for 
Leongatha, Korumburra & district

Call Peter & Lesley Allman 5662 4280
Mob. 0427 516 317. Fax 5662 4259. 

                       sgsecurity@bigpond.comLic. No. 655-194-50S

GUTTER CLEANING
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02VACUUM 
GUTTER CLEANING

Tree Pruning & Removals | Solar Panel Cleaning
Fully insured and 20 years experience

FREE QUOTES
Phone Lochie
0417 315 846
Servicing all areas
impacttg@bigpond.com

1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496

SOLAR
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1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496

GUTTER CLEANING
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South East Gutter Cleaning
Servicing Gippsland

BEN 0450 186 235
se.guttercleaning@gmail.com

Vacuum Gutter Cleaning
Solar Panel Cleaning

Contracting
Cherry Picker
Qualified Arborist 
Qualified Climber
Chipper/Tree Removals
Stump Grinding

TREE SERVICES
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Office Duane Thomas
0493 425 800 0409 968 040

Fully Insured

www.treex.com.au

MECHANICAL SALES & REPAIRS
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• Kymco bike sales • Small engine sales & repairs
• Crossfire motorcycles • CF moto sales
• Origin energy household gas deliveries

E.W. & H.P. Fowler
WELSHPOOL OUTDOORS & ORIGIN GAS SUPPLIES

19 Main Street, Welshpool P: 5688 1304 F: 5688 1649
welshpooloutdoors@bigpond.com  www.welshpooloutdoors.com.au

WINDOW REPLACEMENT
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P: 0418 686 583
ALUMINIUM & TIMBER WINDOW REPLACEMENT

DECKS   |   PERGOLAS  |   VERANDAS

MARK
WESTERNPORT
WINDOWS AND HOME MAINTENANCE

HYGIENE SERVICES
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medico

HYGIENE SERVICES

WASTE DISPOSAL

�

Collection of clinical and related waste including sharps

�

Servicing ALL washroom related products

- Sanitary units, nappy units

- Air freshener units, W/C & urinal deep cleans

�

FREE clinical and related waste audits

�

Confidential document disposal service

(1800 633 426)

 Phone:1800 medico

www.medicoservices.com.au

Servicing all  of 

Victoria and Southern

New South Wales

NEED 

A SOLUTION?  

WE HAVE IT!

100% Australian owned and operated

HYGIENE SERVICES
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medico

Phone:1800 medico (1800 633 426)
www.medicoservices.com.au 100% Australian owned and operated

HYGIENE SERVICES
WASTE DISPOSAL

• Collection of clinical and related waste including sharps
• Servicing ALL washroom related products
   - Sanitary units, nappy units
   - Air freshener units, W/C & urinal deep cleans
• FREE clinical and related waste audits
• Confidential document disposal service

Servicing all of
Victoria and Southern

New South Wales

NEED
A SOLUTION?
WE HAVE IT!

LAWN MOWING

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning, hedging, 
rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, weeding, 

mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

RISK FREE
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STEEL & ROOFING SUPPLIES
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5664 7408 | 0427 343 498 | 134 Whitelaw St, Meeniyan
shaun@mcraeengineering.net.au

DELIVERIES ARRANGED OR PICK UPS WELCOME

GENERAL  FABRICATION, STRUCTURAL STEEL,
FARM AND EARTHMOVING,  

MACHINERY REPAIRS, SHEDS, DAIRIES ETC.

McRae Engineering

PAINTER / DECORATOR
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M & J PAINTING

Call Mal 0448 101 771

Commercial/Scheduled maintenance
Reliable and prompt

SPECIALISING IN
PRE-SALE MAKEOVERS

All aspects of painting

HOME MAINTENANCE
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For all repairs and  
improvements to your home.

Quality workmanship at affordable prices.

Call Peter: 0466 115 776
Registered Builder - No: DB-U 4466

Bass Coast
HOME MAINTENANCE  

& IMPROVEMENTS

REFRIGERATION
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RTA AU45689

Milk Vats, Cool Rooms, Freezer Rooms
Automotive Air Conditioning.

Caravan Fridges & Air Conditioning.
Domestic Fridge/Freezers.

Split Systems, Ducted systems.
Car Fridges/Caravan Repairs.

Call Richard: 0407 149 965
Dometic Australia Service Agent.

PAINTER
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LOCAL 
PAINTER
Aden Vandermeer.
Wonthaggi and  
surrounding areas.
FREE QUOTE.

0455 527 714

PET CREMATIONS 
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Pearly Mates Pet Cremations is a family business 
based right here in South Gippsland. We can collect 

your pet from your home or your Vet. 
If we can help ring Kylie or Jonathan on 

0488 373 429 | www.pearlymates.com.au 

REMOVALISTS & STORAGE

1800 441 259 or 0418 303 652
Email: stevesuckling007@gmail.com

Call Steve or Theresa Call Steve or Theresa (Freecall)

Call Steve or Theresa
1800 441 259 (Freecall)

0418 303 652
info@phillipislandremovalist.com.au

www.phillipislandremovalist.com.au
Servicing Bass Coast

Local & 
Interstate
•  Domestic 

Cleaning
•  House 

Cleaning
•  StorageLB
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LANDSCAPING
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Prom Coast  
LANDSCAPING  

& EXCAVATIONS
Since 2010

Registered and Insured.
      Find us on facebook.

0490 789 376

TILING
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Ser v ic ing Nyora,  Loch and Kor umbur ra

TREE SERVICES
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Call Brendan Ryan 0448169 258

• Tree care and advice • Tree shaping
• Pruning • Hedging • Removal
• Mulching • Stump grinding

• Free Quotes. 
•  Qualified Arborist  

and Fully Insured. 
•  Over 10 years  

expertise.

LOCKSMITHS

JA
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SOUTH GIPPSLAND & SURROUNDING AREAS

    0487 048 114
anthony@amrlocksmiths.com.au

LOCKED OUT? NEED YOUR  
LOCKS REKEYED OR REPLACED?

Specialising in 
residential & commercial. 

Call us now for a free quote.

PAINTER & HANDYMAN

VV
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PAINTER & HANDYMANPAINTER & HANDYMAN
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Specialising in:
• Interior / exterior

• plaster repairs
• general maintenance

Call Pete 0438 058 947Call Pete 0438 058 947

HOME MAINTENANCE
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MIKE’S MAINTENANCE
Have a few jobs that  
need attending to?

Carpentry     
General repairs

Plumbing repairs
Painting 

Electrical jobs
Gutter cleaning

Servicing: Foster, Fish Creek, Meeniyan,  
Sandy Point to Walkerville

Call Mike 0418 354 732

PLUMBER

VV
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FOSTER MAINTENANCE  
& HANDYMAN SERVICE

KEVIN LYSK   0409 958 103

Plumbing/Plastering
Tiling/Renovation

Reliability
Prompt Service

Lic 32318

WASTE SOLUTIONS

Call the commercial and residential 
waste specialists today!

www.wheelawaste.com.au

5672 2056

Permanent 
waste solutions

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

PLASTERER

All aspects of
Rendering & Plastering

New and existing homes

0400 599 170

FJ Marotta  
Rendering & Plastering

Looking for a Plasterer?
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Caring For Our Community
Our experienced and qualifi ed staff 

provide personal, dignifi ed service to all areas

Pre-need Funeral Plans available

5662 2717
24 hours - 7 days

JE
N

C
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Offi  ce and Chapel:
      24 Anderson Street, Leongatha

info@handleyfs.com.au
www.handleyfuneralservices.com.au

JENC5059

MILKINS 
FUNERALS

Inc. Wonthaggi Funeral Services. Est 1973.

PRE-ARRANGED AND PRE-PAID 
FACILITIES AVAILABLE

Office - 102 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

For prompt and personalised 
service phone

WONTHAGGI 5672 3123
PHILLIP ISLAND 5952 3485

A.F.D.A.

~ Servicing all districts ~

~ Chapel facilities available ~

Caring and personal 24 hour Service
Main offi ce Wonthaggi

3085 Loch-Wonthaggi Road, Wonthaggi 
(P.O Box 35)

Cowes offi ce (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171
Email: info@handafunerals.com.au

www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au
A.F.D.A.

Locally owned 
and operated by 

Scott & Sharon
Anderson
5672 1074
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Servicing South Gippsland & Bass Coast
Just as we have in Gippsland for over 65 years

• Granite Memorials
• Renovations & Additions

• Plaques & Accessories
On-site and in-home appointments

Pensioner discounts
Jamie 0402 850 603
Lou 0400 076 736
O�  ce 5134 2885 

keenanmemorials@gmail.com
www.keenanmemorials.com.au

Let Us Create That Final Gift

Family owned and locally based Funeral 
Directors. We bring 25 years experience 

to families in Traralgon, Morwell, 
Churchill, Moe, Trafalgar, Korumburra 

and surrounding areas. 
THE CHOICE IS YOURS 

Practical, sensible and affordable. 
We offer both at-need and pre-paid 
funerals. Dignity and Respect, always. 

CREMATION PACKAGES 
FROM $3,300

www.harwoodfunerals.com.au
For 24/7 support 0405 669 532
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CAMPBELL OAM, 
Bruce:

In memory of Rotarian 
Bruce Campbell OAM, 
a wonderful Rotarian, 

outstanding community 
leader, great family 
man and one of the 
finest people you 
would ever meet. 

Bruce was President of 
Rotary in 1995- 1996 
and was a Paul Harris 
Fellow. Bruce will be 

sadly missed. We send 
our sincere 

condolences to wife 
Sheila and his family. 
Vale Bruce Campbell. 

HANLEY, 
Sadie:

Wonthaggi Power 
Football, Netball Club, 
would like to express 

our sincere 
condolences to the 

Hanley family, on the 
recent passing of 

Sadie Hanley, aged 
100 years. 

Sadie was a lifelong 
member of the club, 
and was appointed 
our No. 1 Member 

in 2023. 

She will be missed by 
all who knew her. 

R.I.P. Sadie. 

MURPHY, James 
Harry ‘Mick’:

15.12.1936 - 28.09.2024. 

Loved son of Jim and 
Ethel (Ciss) (both dec.). 

Brother of Shirley Watt, 
and Jack (dec.). 

Now at Peace.

DEATHSDEATHS
MURPHY, James 

Harry (Mick):

16.12.1936 - 28.09.2024. 

Passed away 
peacefully at 

Wonthaggi Hospital. 

Son of Jim (dec.) and 
Ciss (dec.) Murphy. 

Brother of Shirley 
and Jack (dec.). 

Rest in peace after a 
long battle. 

Your loving sister 
Shirley and family.

MURPHY, James 
Harry (Mick):

15.12.1936 - 28.09.2024. 

Passed away at 
Wonthaggi Hospital. 

Time cannot steal from 
us all memories that 
we hold within our 

hearts. 

Resting now with his 
mum and dad. 

Loved brother of 
Shirley and Jim (dec.), 
uncle of Debbie, Allan, 
Lyn and Chris and their 

families.

SUMMERFIELD,
 Ian George:

29.08.1938 - 27.09.2024. 

Passed away 
peacefully. 

Dearly loved and loving 
husband of Joy. 

Respected father of 
Susan (dec.), Peter, 

Paul, Kristine, Karen, 
and all their families. 

As per Ian’s wishes he 
will be privately 

cremated.

DEATHSDEATHS
WILLIAMS (Dunbar), 

Shirley Joan:
02.11.1933 - 01.10.2024. 

Loved and respected 
sister-in-law of Gerald 
(dec.) and Irene, auntie 

to Kymme, Glenn, 
Brett, and families. 

Always a smile, 
laughter and a joke, 
devoted to family, 

friends and the 
community. 

Condolences to Vicki, 
Alan, Craig, Dale and 

families.

YOUNG, Graham 
Duncan:

Passed away 
peacefully surrounded 
by his loving family at 

Armitage House, 
Wonthaggi on October 

6, 2024. 

Beloved husband and 
soul mate of Lois for 

64 years. 

Devoted father, 
father-in-law and 

treasured Pop of Craig 
and Fiona, Tameka 

and Alastair, 
Mitchell, Chloe and 
Jhai, Kallan, Lucy, 

Alexandra, Georgia 
and Myles; Faye and 

Kevin, Nick, Bec, 
Charlie, Alby and Edi, 

Breeana and 
Evan and Josh; 

Maree and David, 
Thomas and Keely and 

Jordan and Tara. 

Please visit handley 
funeralservices.com.au 

for funeral details.

DEATHSDEATHS
MURPHY:

The Funeral Service 
for Mr. James Harry 
(Mick) Murphy will be 
held at the graveside, 
Wonthaggi Cemetery 

on Thursday 
October 10, 2024, 

commencing at 
2:30pm. 

FUNERALSFUNERALS

2:30pm. 

BASTEN, Anna:
02.10.2004. 

20 years now. 
The world was a better 

place with you here. 
We miss you, even 

though you still 
watch over us. 

Thank you so much to 
our community for all 
the help given to us, 

and those who attend 
her earthly resting 

place, whoever you are. 
Special thanks to Val 

(RIP), we know it can’t 
be you anymore. 

-- Joe and children, 
Thomas, Erica and 

twins Olivia and Sonia.

McRAE, Barry:
08.10.2015. 

I thought of you today, 
but that is nothing new. 

I thought about you 
yesterday, 

and days before 
that too. 

I think of you in silence, 
I often speak 
your name. 

All I have are 
memories, and your 
picture in a frame. 
Your memory is a 

keepsake from which 
I’ll never part. 
God has you 
in his arms, 

I have you in my heart. 
-- Kristine, Anthony, 

Belinda 
Janelle, Lauren, and 

forever family.

IN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAM

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINE
12 NOON

MONDAYS

HANLEY, Sarah 
(Sadie):

25.12.1923 - 18.09.2024. 

Thank you for your 
presence at Mum’s 
recent funeral, the 
flowers and kind 

thoughts expressed to 
family members. 

The Hanley family.

BEREAVEMENTBEREAVEMENT
THANKSTHANKS
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TREES

5664 2202

Native in 6” 
forestry tubes

$1.40 ea
(Minimum purchase 50)

A.A. TREES  
KOONWARRA

Ring for a time to inspect

FOR SALEFOR SALE

FILING
CABINETS
Brand new with 

an anti-tilt  
safety feature
Available in 2, 3  
and 4 drawers.

Over 8 colours to 
choose from.

Order now at the 
Sentinel-Times

Wonthaggi office
47 McBride Avenue

5672 1888
HM

C1
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FISHING REELS:
Penn USA Made, 

Penn 6/0 High Speed 
Drum, 

Senator Drum, 
Penn 750 SS Spin, 

$300 Lot. 
Ph: 5672 2882 

after 5pm.

HAY:
Small squares, this 

season, good quality, 
$12 per bale, 
Free delivery. 

Phone 5657 3291.

POP TOP CARAVAN:
1993 Pop Top Caravan 

for sale. 
Excellent condition, 

sleeps two, side 
awning with privacy 

screens etc. 
Kept garaged. 

$6500. 
Ph: 0424 511 244. 

NOTICE TO
ADVERTISERS:
Advertisements offering a  
used motor car for sale must 
include in the advertisement:
(a)   The cash price of the  

motor car; and
(b)  Whichever of the 

following is applicable...
•  If the motor car is 

registered, the registration 
number; or

•  If the motor car is 
unregistered, the engine 
number of the vehicle. H

M
C

14
13

9

USED CARSUSED CARS
TRUCKS & TRACTORSTRUCKS & TRACTORS

BLUEGUM 
PLANTATION:

Bluegum plantation 
suitable for firewood. 

Ph: 0417 530 662.

WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY

V
V

C
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Island craft Island craft 
marketmarket

Thompson Ave.
Cowes

Stall holders 
wanted - craft only
Inquiries: Monica 

0412 710 276

Saturday, Oct. 12
9am - 2pm

PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

13 11 14

HELP IS AS
CLOSE AS THE

TELEPHONE H
M

C
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DELETE YOUR 
APPS AND MEET 
SOMEONE REAL

Successfully 
bringing country 
singles together 
for over 20 years
Vetted screened 

Verified
Face to face matches
Outbackmatchmakers.com 

03 8406 7689
Free File Search, 
Genuine sincere VV

C
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PERSONALSPERSONALS

FRIENDSHIP / COMPANIONSHIP:
David is a 79 years, young, fit, and active, well 

presented man. 
David is fortunate enough in having a lifestyle 

allowing him to enjoy travel, the outdoors, 
gardening, dining out, and enjoying life with that 

someone special. 
To speak to David, please call 

1800 261 848 or 0488 200 554. 
Genuine callers only.

PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS

BOBCAT AND 
EXCAVATOR 
LICENSING

Same day training 
and certificates

0414 691 193 LB
C3

10
0

TRAININGTRAINING

Administration Assistant 
(Maternity Leave Cover)

About Us
Williams & Burns Contracting Pty Ltd  
specialise in the installation and 
maintenance of air conditioning and 
mechanical services (heating, cooling  
and ventilation systems). 
About the Role
We are looking for an Administrative 
Assistant to join our team for maternity 
leave cover. The position will be for 
approximately 8 months, starting November 
2024. Minimum of 24 hours per week 
negotiable up to 40 hours per week.
Duties and responsibilities includes 
providing administrative support to ensure 
efficient operation of the office. You will 
support managers and employees through 
a variety of tasks related to organisation 
and communication.
Required Skills and Attributes
•  Proven administration or reception 

experience.
•  Intermediate to advanced Microsoft Office 

skills (Word, Excel, and Outlook)
•  Experience with Reckon accounting 

system preferred
•  Excellent verbal and written 

communication
•  Excellent time management skills and 

ability to multi-task and prioritise work
•  Attention to detail and problem-solving 

skills
• Strong organisational and planning skills
How to Apply
Please submit your resume  
and a brief covering letter outlining  
your relevant experience to  
admin@williamsandburns.com.au. 

LB
14
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If you can give, please  
give where you live.  
www.bccf.org.au

H
M

70
77

Making a real 
difference in the 
lives of people 

across Bass Coast.

NOTICE PURSUANT TO  
SECTION 181(5)(B)

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1989  
(VICTORIA)

TAKE NOTICE that the Bass Coast Shire 
Council of 76 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi, 
Victoria, 3995, in accordance with Section 
181 of the Local Government Act 1989 
(Victoria), intends on or after 5 November 
2024, to sell or transfer to itself, ALL 
THAT piece of land described in Lot 1 on 
Plan of Subdivision 527915K, being more 
particularly described in Certificate of Title 
Volume 10986, Folio 371, being the land 
situated at 4203 Bass Highway, Dalyston, 
Victoria, 3992.
CLH LAWYERS
Level 2, 577 Little Bourke Street,  
Melbourne, Victoria 3000
Ph +61 3 9628 2801;  
mcc@clhlawyers.com.au; Ref: 1487252 VV

01
42

PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANT
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Advertising conditions:
Full name and address of advertiser must be 
supplied even though not necessarily 
included in advertisement.

The publishers reserve the right to omit and 
alter any advertisement. Please check your 
ad is correct the first day it appears. While 
every care is taken to ensure your ad is 
correct, errors can occur. We regret that we 
cannot be responsible for any errors beyond 
the first day if you fail to bring it to our 
attention.

All advertisements must be prepaid unless 
client has an existing credit facility. Accounts 
are due and payable on the due date as 
shown on the account.

The Motor Car Traders Regulations:

States that from July 1, 1998 all 
advertisements for used vehicles including 
motorcycles must include the cash price 
of vehicle and registration number or 
engine number if not registered.

Payments accepted:

Please note that double column advertisements 
requiring a proof must be received at least two 
hours prior to deadline and proofs will not be 
provided for single column advertisements.

DEADLINES

TO ADVERTISE

Classified single column
Mondays 12.00 noon

Classified double column
Fridays 3.30pm

Office Hours:
9am-5pm Monday to Friday

Classifieds

Phone:
5672 1888

Email:
ads@sgst.com.au

In person:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi
36 McCartin St, Leongatha

Mail:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi

Sentinel-Times

Sentinel-Times

FRIENDSHIP / COMPANIONSHIP:
David is a 79 years, young, fit, and active, well 

presented man. 
David is fortunate enough in having a lifestyle 

allowing him to enjoy travel, the outdoors, 
gardening, dining out, and enjoying life with that 

someone special. 
To speak to David, please call 

1800 261 848 or 0488 200 554. 
Genuine callers only.

We are currently seeking an enthusiastic 
and self-motivated individual for an 

Accountant role.

This opportunity will suit a qualified 
accountant, recent graduate or an 

undergraduate seeking to commence their 
career whilst completing their studies.

Please send us a copy of your resume and 
your academic transcript together with a 
covering letter stating why you qualify for 

this opportunity, to  
connie@cardell.com.au

Applications close: 
Friday, October 25, 2024

Accountant
VV
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EMAIL: As addressed  
FROM: JAY TIZIANI  Phone: 03 5682 0467 Email: jtiziani@sgwater.com.au  
 
Please run the below advert in positions vacant for the following 2 weeks w/c 17/06/19 and 24/06/19 
 

SUPPLIER SUPPLIER 
NO. 

PURCHASE ORDER NO. Cms x Cols 

The Star 1548  92 x 129 T22 
SGST 1501  92 x 129 T22 
The Mirror 1498  92 x 129 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Baseplate Image: 
T22 Waves - Mono 
 

South Gippsland Water is launching our 2040 Vision and Strategy, guiding us toward our 
vision to be a trusted partner, advancing water services to support customer and community 
aspirations. To progress this vision, we are seeking a skilled, enthusiastic and community 
focused person to fill this role.
South Gippsland Water is a diverse, community-oriented organisation and offer the following:
• Strong focus on career opportunities, professional development and training 
• Highly flexible work options, including modified hours and/or work weeks
• Employee Assistance Program and broad wellbeing offers
• Family friendly workplace, including Paid Parental Leave
•  Flexibility to work from home, with base location at any of our offices in Wonthaggi, Foster 

or Leongatha
Diversity is celebrated and respected as important for our wellbeing and success. Through 
our Equity, Inclusion and Diversity Strategic Plan, Gender Equality Action Plan and upcoming 
Reconciliation Action Plan we are actively working to address the gender pay gap, create 
opportunities for underrepresented groups and partner with Traditional Owners.
Senior Project Manager – Major Projects
• Permanent Full Time 
• SEO $130,000 - $140,000 + Leave Loading + Superannuation
• Starting Location – Foster/Leongatha/Wonthaggi 
Please go to https://www.sgwater.com.au/careers/ for more details about SGW, the role and 
how to apply

Applications Close: Monday, October 28, 2024 at 5pm

Please go to https://www.sgwater.com.au/careers/  
and follow the instructions to sign up for job alerts.
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Senior Project Manager – Major Projects

Bookkeeper
South Coast FM, a local community radio 

station based in Wonthaggi, is looking for a 
part-time bookkeeper to assist in all areas 

of day-to-day fi nancial operations.

8 hours per week – fl exible hours 
(subject to negotiation).

Responsibilities will include invoicing, 
reconciliations, preparation of reports and 

returns, record keeping and providing 
admin. support to Manager. 

We are looking for someone with 2-3 years 
experience in a small offi  ce environment, 
and a Cert IV in Accounting or equivalent.  

Experience with Reckon an advantage. 

Queries and applications to 
manager@southcoastfm.au.  
Applications close at 9am on 

Wednesday, October 16, 2024.

LB
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Please submit your resume  
and brief cover letter to

     foster.pharmacy@nunet.com.au

Pharmacy 
Assistant

Full time • Part time • Casual

Join Us

JA
22

65
1

Much hardship and difficulty is caused to 
jobseekers by misleading advertisements 
placed in the employment columns.
Our Positions Vacant / Situations Vacant 
columns are reserved for advertisements 
which carry a specific and genuine offer of 
employment.
Ads for ‘Business Opportunities’, 
‘Commission Only/Sales,’ training courses 
and employment services should be 
submitted under those headings.
Placing misleading job ads is an offence 
against the ACL and all advertisements 
are subject to the publisher’s approval. 
For further advice contact the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission on 
1300 302 502 or Consumer Affairs Victoria.

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE:

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EMAIL: As addressed  
FROM: JAY TIZIANI  Phone: 03 5682 0467 Email: jtiziani@sgwater.com.au  
 
Please run the below advert in positions vacant for the following 2 weeks w/c 17/06/19 and 24/06/19 
 

SUPPLIER SUPPLIER 
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SGST 1501  92 x 129 T22 
The Mirror 1498  92 x 129 
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South Gippsland Water (SGW) are currently seeking an enthusiastic and qualified person to 
join us as a Network Maintenance Technician. The key requirements of the role are:
•  Demonstrated qualification or equivalent experience gained in an operations, maintenance 

or equivalent industry.
• Demonstrated ability to work and participate as part of a team and autonomously.
• Demonstrated knowledge and understanding of water/sewer/network and other systems.
•  Strong verbal and written communication skills along with well-developed computer skills 

including knowledge and understanding of Monitoring systems (SCADA). 
• Permanent Full Time 
• Starting Location Wonthaggi, Victoria
• Flexible Work Arrangements Available 
•  SGW Enterprise Agreement Band O3 $60,376.95 - $64,540.52 + Leave Loading & 

Statutory Superannuation
At SGW diversity is celebrated and respected as important for our wellbeing and success. 
We strive for a workplace that is equitable and inclusive. We welcome diversity in applicants.
Please go to https://www.sgwater.com.au/careers/ for more details about SGW, the role and 
how to apply

Applications Close: Monday, October 21, 2024 at 5pm
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Network Maintenance Technician

PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANT

Connect 
with us
@sentineltimes

Sentinel-Times

Adver� se your job vacancy 
in the Sen� nel-Times and get a 

FREE lis� ng in our online 
and searchable directory at 

www.sgst.com.au
Email your job adverts to: 

ads@sgst.com.au
DEADLINE: Fridays 3.30pm
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Beach Energy (Beach) currently supplies natural gas 
from offshore Victoria to the local market through 
existing infrastructure, including pipelines and 
onshore production facilities.
Beach is inviting consultation with relevant persons whose 
functions, interests or activities may be affected by proposed 
activities under Environment Plans (EP) for further natural gas 
development activities.

Drilling EP
As part of its commitment to ongoing local gas production, 
Beach is proposing to undertake a further phase of drilling 
operations offshore Victoria. Consultation for activities under 
the Offshore Gas Victoria (OGV) Drilling and P&A Program EP 
(Drilling EP) began in June 2023. Beach has now reduced the 
scope of the activity to be carried out under the Drilling EP.

The original proposal to drill up to 11 wells in the Otway and 
Bass basins will be modified to a maximum of 5 wells in the 
Otway Basin only in Commonwealth Waters offshore Port 
Campbell. 

Beach has previously consulted on the Drilling EP from June 
2023 to February 2024 and is now carrying out supplementary 
consultation up to and including 9 December 2024.

Well Completions and Interventions EP
At the commencement of consultation for the OGV Project 
in June 2023, Beach advised further EPs may be required for 
activities to complete and connect wells successfully drilled.

Beach is now conducting consultation with relevant persons 
whose functions, interests or activities may be affected 
by proposed activities under a Well Completions, Well 
Interventions and Plugging and Abandonment Activities EP 
(Well Completions and Interventions EP).

These activities would enable future connection of new gas 
wells to existing infrastructure, maintain the option to plug 
and abandon an existing suspended well subject to a further 
assessment of its viability and enable activities to re-enter up to 
two existing wells to improve performance. 

The Well Completions and Interventions EP consultation 
is open now and will be conducted up to and including 
14 February 2025.

We encourage you to access Beach’s additional resources, 
maps, and project details about the environment plans, which 
can be accessed via the QR code. We also invite you to contact 
us if you wish to discuss other consultation options or are 
seeking further information.

P 1800 797 011
E community@beachenergy.com.au
beachenergy.com.au

GD24-0179d

READ MOREFor information regarding consultation, please see NOSPEMA’s Brochure titled ‘Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans’, 
at consultation.nopsema.gov.au

Public Notice
Consultation for the development of Environment Plans

Consultation dates and information
Online 
consultation
hub

engage.beachenergy.com.au
Engage Beach, includes information in different 
formats including maps; diagrams; photos; 
questions and answers; detailed information 
sheets.  

Dedicated culturally 
sensitive First 
Nations online 
information 
sessions (webinars)

Tuesday 12 November, 2.15pm to 3pm (AEDT)
Wednesday 13 November, 6pm to 6.45pm 
(AEDT) 
Please contact us to register for a webinar.

Open online 
information 
sessions (webinars)

Tuesday 12 November, 6pm to 6.45pm (AEDT)
Wednesday 13 November, 2.15pm to 3pm (AEDT) 
Please contact us to register for a webinar. 

Environment that may be affected (EMBA)
The maps in this notice show the largest geographic area where 
operational activities under the Drilling EP or the Well Completions 
and Interventions EP could potentially have a direct or indirect 
environmental impact under worst-case scenarios. 

Within the EMBA, the environment values and sensitivities are 
defined, potential impacts are assessed, and control measures are 
developed to mitigate impacts. 

The EMBA is divided into an operational area for activities defined 
in the EPs, and a planning area where emergency response plans 
must be ready for activation in the unlikely event of an accident.

Invitation to consult with Beach
Beach invites consultation with persons and organisations whose 
functions, interests, or activities may be affected by the activities 
described in the EPs outlined in this notice.  

Consultation is an important part of developing EPs as its purpose 
is to ensure that potential impacts have been identified and 
appropriate measures adopted as a result 
of the consultations.  

Drilling Program EP Well Completions and Interventions EP

Germano shakes up farmer 
advocacy one last time

MIRBOO North veg-
etable grower and sheep 
and beef producer, Emma 
Germano, wasn’t making 
up the numbers when she 
was elected as the Victo-
rian Farmers Federation’s 
first woman president in 
30 years.

She’s already challenged 
many of the practices and 
conventions of the peak 
farming organisation in 
the state, so it wasn’t a 
great surprise to see the 
VFF give notice it intends 
to resign from the Na-
tional Farmers Federation 
unless significant reforms 
are made to policy devel-
opment, advocacy and the 
costs of affiliation.

Speaking on ABC Coun-
try Hour last week, after 
sending the VFF’s let-
ter of resignation, in 12 
months’ time, to the NFF 
the previous Thursday, 
Ms Germano explained 
why.

Key among the issues 
is the $220,000 in fees 
they pay to the NFF and 
the fact that while the 
fees were scaled back to 
$40,000 while the VFF 
restructured its finances, 
its voting rights at the 
NFF were suspended.

The lack of notice and 
organisation around the 
recent protest in Canber-
ra didn’t help either.

ABC Country Hour pre-
senter Warwick Long 
asked Ms Germano: 
“What did it take to get to 
this?”

“To put it really simply, 
and you know, the let-
ter has now been made 
public, essentially that 
we sent to the NFF, we’re 
saying this has been an 
unfair system for some 
time. It no longer serves 
the VFF essentially pay-
ing the lion’s share of na-
tional advocacy, and it’s 
not fair on our members,” 
Ms Germao said.

“It’s not fair on us as 
an organisation. We’ve 
raised it in many forums, 
looking for some mean-
ingful change, and that 
hasn’t happened.

“And ultimately, we’re 
trying to set up the fu-
ture board and appreci-
ate that nominations have 
been called for. We’re try-
ing to set a future board 
up with some choices. 
And of course, everybody 
knows that we’re in court 
with ADF, on the basis of 
whether or not, when we 
started talking about the 
unfairness, whether or not 
it constituted proper no-
tice. And I just don’t want 
the VFF in that same posi-
tion in 12 months’ time.”

Nominations are now 
open for the positions of 
VFF President, VFF Vice-
President, UDV President, 
Livestock Group Presi-
dent, Livestock Group Vice 
President and members of 
the Livestock Commodity 
Council, closing on Octo-
ber 11 with voting open on 
November 25, 2024 until 
December 6, 2024.

AN INFORMATION ses-
sion on tackling mange in 
wombats, held on Sunday 
at Venus Bay Community 
Centre proved successful, 
with those in charge confi-
dent it will deliver a much-
needed boost to volunteer 
numbers, enabling more 
wombats to be treated.

About 25 attendees 
learned about different 
approaches to treating the 
condition that is caused 
by mange mites rather 
than a disease.

With mange fatal if not 
treated in time, the aim is 
to save as many affected 
individuals as possible, 
reducing the spread of 
mange through the wom-
bat population and to koa-
las.

South Gippsland Land-
care Network (SGLN) or-
ganised Sunday’s event, 
with project officer Kirby 

Leary explaining its in-
volvement in a project 
to tackle mange that 
arose through the South 
Gippsland Landcare 
Fund.

“Wildlife carers are see-
ing an increase in mange 
conditions in koalas and 
koalas get mange transfer 
from wombats, so the way 
for most people to be able 
to help is to treat wom-
bats,” Kirby said.

“We found we need more 
volunteers doing a small 
thing, which may be treat-
ing wombats or reporting 
sightings to Mange Man-
agement Victoria, so we 
put together this work-
shop.”

SGLN reached out to 
Mange Management, 
which invited Simonne 
Fleming of Wonthaggi-
based Rescue to Release 
to run the Venus Bay  

session, something she 
was happy to volunteer 
her time to do. 

She gives such presenta-
tions periodically in vari-
ous locations but encour-
ages those interested in 
getting started as a wild-
life volunteer to contact 
relevant organisations di-
rectly.

Those keen to help in 
the fight against mange are 
urged to visit mangeman-
agement.org.au to learn 
more about how they can 
help or donate and can 
contact Mange Manage-
ment by emailing info@
mangemanagement.org.au 
or calling 0431 600 125.

Wildlife Victoria also 
needs volunteers and peo-
ple are encouraged to visit 
wildlifevictoria.org.au to 
learn more and to register 
for their chosen role, with 
the organisation providing 

training.
The website also offers 

the chance to make a do-
nation.

Simonne established 
Rescue to Release last 
year to support wildlife 
volunteers around Bass 
Coast, explaining such 
volunteers can face signifi-
cant expenses.

Costs include fuel, 
equipment and caring ex-
penses such as feed.

Equipment includes cag-
es, poles, and trail cam-
eras, 

Rescue to Release has 
equipment to help locate 
animals such as mange-
affected wombats or an 
injured kangaroo, as well 
as lost dogs.

The organisation doesn’t 
receive regular funding, 
with donations welcome 
through rescuetorelease.
org.au

Help in fight against mange

Some of the attendees at Sunday’s mange information session in Venus Bay after learning how to install 
a burrow flap, with South Gippsland Landcare Network’s Kirby Leary and Simonne Fleming of Rescue to 
Release. A23_4124
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THERE was a bumper holiday produce 
market at Churchill Island last Satur-
day with a big crowd rolling through 
and a great array of stallholders.

With the stunning scenery of the 
Churchill Island Farm and Western Port 
Bay providing the backdrop and Eric 
Collier of Venus Bay the soundtrack, 
it would be hard to imagine a better 
way to spend a Saturday morning while 
picking up your weekly shop of veggies, 
fruit, eggs and bread.

The fine array of fresh produce and 
boutique-style products included a lib-
eral sprinkling of locally made beer, ol-
ive oil, honey, wine, bread, sauces and 
more was just what the doctor (and the 
cook) ordered with plenty of ready-to-
eat food and drink going down a treat 
while the rain stayed away.

Regional Farmers Market organiser 
Melissa Burge couldn’t have been hap-
pier with the turnout of people, the 
great mix of produce and the weather 
that held fine until the market was al-
most done.

“It’s become an event that people real-
ly look forward to on the first Saturday 
of each month and the setting here on 
Churchill Island is pretty hard to beat,” 
said Melissa.

David of Gembrook was back at the 
Churchill Market again with a fine array 
of potato varieties. He’s here every 
month, happy to talk about the attributes 
of Gippsland Gol (creamy, great roasting 
and mash), Blue Moon (very good roasted 
and boiled), and White Star (boil and 
roast). But there are no Nicola potatoes 
until later in the year (a popular, naturally 
low GI-rated potato, with a yellow buttery 
flesh).

Bumper holiday crowd boost 
Saturday’s Churchill Island Market

Bridget from Germany puts out some of the in-season asparagus from 
Thriving Foods Farm of Iona at Saturday’s Churchill Market.

From Green Gully Brewing in Coghlan 
Road Phillip Island, Luke Smith was 
happy to talk up his extensive line-up 
of brews.

There was the flavour of Thailand from the Drouin Thai restaurant, a 
popular eatery in the town for 10 years with Thasinee Techamahasaranon 
selling a new line in stir-fry sauce under the Golden Sabai brand.

Musician Eric Collier of Venus Bay, a 
regular at the Inverloch Inlet Hotel of a 
Sunday night, was playing covers for the 
Churchill Island Market on Saturday.

Two dads sharing the load were Island locals Glenn and Andre with Marla 
and Cedar at the Churchill Market on Saturday.

The next Churchill Island Market will 
be held Melbourne Cup Weekend on 
Saturday, November 2.

Alex of Essendon chats with Luke Smith 
of Green Gully Brewing on Phillip Island 
and tastes a few of the brews that have 
been developed over the last seven or 
eight years.

Visitors to the Churchill Island Market 
Ethan and Ruby admitted to sneaking in 
Luna the Jack Russell.
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Tightlines

TIDETIDE 
GUIDEGUIDE
TIDAL PREDICTIONS FROM 
PORT PHILLIP HEADS

Approx. Tide Variations: Seal Rocks, 
Venus Bay, Waratah Bay and Cape 

Woolamai (Same), Tooradin +2hrs 45, 
Cowes Pier +50, Stony Point +40

4.21am
1.65m
10.05am
0.61m
4.08pm
1.47m
10.11pm
0.30m

4.54am
1.64m
10.39am
0.64m
4.41pm
1.45m
10.43pm
0.31m

5.30am
1.60m
11.12am
0.67m
5.14pm
1.41m
11.14pm
0.32m

6.11am
1.53m
11.45am
0.71m
5.48pm
1.37m
11.46pm
0.34m

6.56am
1.46m
12.20pm
0.75m
6.28pm
1.33m

12.27am
0.38m
7.47am
1.40m
1.00pm
0.78m
7.21pm
1.28m

1.15am
0.43m
8.48am
1.35m
1.54pm
0.78m
8.32pm
1.25m

TUESDAY
October 8

WEDNESDAY
October 9

THURSDAY
October 10

FRIDAY
October 11

SATURDAY
October 12

SUNDAY
October 13

MONDAY
October 14

Email us your 
fi shing photos

news@sgst.com.au

The AFL Grand Final has 
been run and won, local foot-
ball is all over and even the 
September school holidays are 
over. 

The early spring weather has 
been horrible and the oppor-
tunity to get out for a fish have 
been non-existent so to say 
customers are frustrated is 
an understatement, especially 
with the very small windows 
producing plenty of fish. 

Almost all of the hooks on 
the walls in the shop are now 
full of this season’s stock with 
even more variety than last 
year. We have way too many 
new items to mention but has 
increased our stock plastics 
with our new wall of plastics 
holding well over 100 different 
types and more to come, we 
now carry more reels, more 
rods, new brands of hooks, 
lures and have increased the 
size of our tool wall and the 
list goes on. We have our loy-
alty program up and running, 
re-designing some new merch 
and our bumper stickers, and 
after many years of visitors 
to the area asking about rod/
reel hire we have worked out 
a program to suit them. All we 
need now is the sunny, calm 
weather. 

For those who don’t live lo-
cal, it has been very frustrating 
because, with the exception of 
one weekend in the last month 
or more, the windows for fish-
ing have been very small. This 
is great if you live local, beside 
the water and basically have 
the boat hooked up ready for 
when the wind drops or is 
blowing the same direction as 
the tide and can sneak out for a 
quick fish. When you live some 
time away from the water you 
need to look at a much longer 
period of fine weather to make 
it worthwhile hooking the boat 
on and spending the fuel mon-
ey to get here. This is made 
even worse when you check out 
your social media and see all 
the fish being caught. 

The season so far has taken 
a step back 10 years, back to 
the very good calamari fishing 
in August, jig colours of reds, 
oranges and pinks, mutton 
bird winds that blow for days 
and days in a row, and Sep-
tember snapper fishing with 
very limited opportunity but 
very good fish, no tiny pinkies 
but quality table sized ones. 
It’s like our season is having a 
retro round and stepping back 
into the past. On a positive, 
looking back through diaries 
when we get this type of start 
we get an extended run, espe-
cially with the snapper fishing 
well up to Christmas with the 
bigger fish.

Snapper reports; while 
we have seen a few genuine 

20lbers, the quality of the 
smaller ones has been excel-
lent. We are getting the reports 
as usual, for this time of the 
year, from the top end of the 
bay but plenty from further 
down towards Rhyll. 

A pattern that did come out 
of last weekend, the snapper 
was good in the deeper wa-
ter early but once there was 
a lot of boat traffic the fish 
pushed into the shallower ar-
eas around the popular deep 
spots. Baits haven’t changed 
with squid and pilchards ac-
counting for the majority of 
the reports. 

 Calamari have been excellent 
this season, especially com-
pared to last year where they 
didn’t really show up at all. The 
size and the numbers have been 
good from all types of fishing 
which is very handy with all the 
wind we have had making boat-
ing difficult. The bad weather 
has made it difficult at times 
with all the weed around, but 
you just need to persevere a bit 
and it will happen. 

Whiting reports were scat-
tered over the last month with 
the weather not allowing you 
to get to where you need to be 
or simply just not able to get 
to your favourite whiting spot. 
It’s also snapper time and 
many have headed out look-
ing for them and not bothered 
with the whiting. 

A little over a week ago we, 
like many, heard the tragic 
news that a young local had 
sadly taken his own life, know-
ing him as a customer it still 
just doesn’t seem right even 
saying it. Our thoughts go out 
to his family and close friends 
and while nothing can change 
what has happened, it’s im-
portant to keep the memories 
and that’s exactly what we will 
be doing in remembering a 
customer that was always up 
for a chat, polite and friendly. 

It’s also important to remem-
ber that you just don’t know 
what others are going through, 
you might take the grumpy 
person behind the counter as 
rude or not interested, but 
there could be something far 
more serious happening, and 
that works both ways, the per-
son serving behind the coun-
ter to their customers, some-
thing to think about before you 
jump on social media to vent. 

There are always many ques-
tions that will never be an-
swered in these situations, 
and you might be surprised 
when one of your good friends 
is going through serious men-
tal struggles, we all have an 
obligation to sometimes just 
listen more closely.
•	 Lifeline 13 11 14

Around the bay
With Jim’s Bait and Tackle

WONTHAGGI’s Val Bartley 
will be participating in her 10th 
Great Cycle Challenge through 
the month of October.

Supporting vital research for 
childhood cancers and diseases 
since its inception in 2013, the 
Great Cycle Challenge has be-
come one of the biggest cycling 
events in Australia.

Cyclists from all over the coun-
try set a personal goal for them-
selves to ride throughout October 
and raise funds along the way.

The funds raised go directly to 
the Children’s Medical Research 
Institute (CMRI) in Sydney, which 
has around 160 world-leading 
medical scientists and research 
students working to accelerate 
research and give children the 
opportunity to enjoy happy and 
healthy lives.

In Australia, three children die 
of cancer every week. 

The funds contribute to ma-
jor research breakthroughs and 
deliver better treatment for chil-
dren, slowing the statistics. 

CMRI is partnered with Pro-
Can, which has developed the 
world’s largest database of can-
cer information to enhance 
worldwide clinical treatment.

This provides a step forward 
for cancer diagnosis and treat-
ment worldwide. 

With her husband Mike, Val 
was invited to see the CMRI a few 
years ago thanks to her contribu-
tion to the Great Cycle Challenge.

“They’ve got banks and banks 
of computers, and they get sam-
ples from all the different kinds 
of cancers and the cures that 
work best and put it into the da-
tabase. This is available to doc-
tors all over the world – it’s fabu-
lous,” Val said.

This is the second year that 
Val will complete the Great Cycle 
Challenge in Wonthaggi.

You may see her on her circuits 
that take her from her home 
in Parklane Holiday Park up  

towards Bunnings, along White 
Road into South Dudley and 
through the wetlands.

She has been rapt with the sup-
port from her neighbours.

“I put a flyer in everyone’s letter-
box and I’ve received a few dona-
tions already. It’s a good way for 
me to have the opportunity to meet 
everyone too. I’m doing a raffle to 
create a bit of interest,” she said.

Each year, they pick a virtual 
destination, which is where Val 
would end up if she did the ride 
all in one go. 

She went from Albury to Flinders 
Street Station in the first year. 

Since then, she’s done the 
painted silos in Brimm, Cowra, 
the Western Plains Zoo in Dub-
bo, and Maryborough – this year 
is Euroa.

As this will likely be Val’s last 
challenge, she is aiming to ride 
340 kilometres and raise $3000, 
bringing her 10-year legacy to 

5000 kilometres and $25,000 
raised. 

Val and Mike started cycling in 
2015, the same year as Val’s first 
Great Cycle Challenge.

“We always had dogs and used 
to walk, but we decided to take up 
cycling when we didn’t have dogs 
anymore. Mike had an old Kmart 
bike, and we discovered our 
love of riding in February 2015.  
We bought our first mountain 
bikes, and I saw the Great Cycle 
Challenge on Facebook,” Val said.

“I just loved riding, so I decid-
ed to go into it that first year. It’s 
been a fabulous thing to do for a 
great cause.”

To support Val’s ride, head to 
the Great Cycle Challenge web-
site and find her donation page 
at greatcyclechallenge.com.au/
riders/ValerieBartley.

At the time of writing, Val had 
raised $351 and ridden 69.3  
kilometres. 

THE performances across the 
last day of the Rip Curl Grom-
Search Phillip Island, presented 
by Bass Coast Shire Council, 
were exceptional, with Cape 
Woolamai’s Scarlett Rennie plac-
ing second in the U14 girls’ divi-
sion. 

With huge expectancy in the 
air and a light side shore wind 
combined with fun 1-2 ft waves 
rolling into Cape Woolamai’s Rip 
Banks, the final day was set for 
multiple high performances and 
tight battles.

The overall winners were as 
follows:

U18 boys: First: Mitchell  

Peterson (Noosaville, QLD), 
13.96. Second: Samuel Lowe 
(Thirroul, NSW), 11.17.

U18 girls: First: Ruby Berry 
(Margaret River, WA), 10.73. 
Second: Isla Huppatz (Bilinga, 
QLD), 8.84.

U16 boys: First: Max McGilli-
vray (Evans Head, NSW), 13.83. 
Second: Lachlan Arghyros (King-
scliff, NSW), 13.80.

U16 girls: First: Lani Cairn-
cross (Kiama Downs, NSW), 
12.60. Second: Savannah Rielly 
(Dicky Beach, QLD), 8.00.

U14 boys: First: Locana 
Cullen (Avalon Beach, NSW), 
12.23. Second: Harvey Colivas  

(Collaroy, NSW), 9.37.
U14 girls: First: Mali Adam 

(Crescent Head, NSW), 10.47. 
Second: Scarlett Rennie (Cape 
Woolamai, VIC), 6.87.

All in all, the final day of the 
Rip Curl GromSearch Phillip Is-
land event was as action packed 
and exciting as it gets with plenty 
of close calls and excellent per-
formances. 

As an added bonus, the top 
four competitors in the U14 and 
U16 divisions will be awarded 
wildcards into the Rip Curl 
GromSearch National Final, to 
be held at URBNSURF Sydney 
on October 21 this year.

Wonthaggi’s Val Bartley is doing her 10th Great Cycle Challenge 
through the month October, raising essential funds for the 
Children’s Medical Research Institute. Tk01_4124

Val embarks on 10th  
Great Cycle Challenge

Rennie places second in local surf comp
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SPORTS
WONTHAGGI TABLE TENNIS 

TEAM Yellow’s Luke and his lavender bat 
in full flourish pays homage to springtime 
Wonthaggi. That paddle would not be out of 
place at a garden show attracting botanists 
and bees. A little science and a whole lot of 
sting. Luke’s backhand flick is as sweet as 
his lickicious Kilcunda ice creams. 

Yellow def Blue 8 - 3
Sport can be so cruel.
Team Brown’s David triumphed in a 

rock and roll slapfest over Rocketballs 
Donohue. The third set went 21 to 19. 
The scorer could barely hold on as the 
ball fizzed around like a mosh pit. This 
set time travelled to the previous millen-
nium’s rules where 21 was once the target 
score. The world’s greatest abacus, owned 
by 15th Century Luca Pacioli, the godfa-
ther of double entry bookkeeping and a 
man who couldn’t sleep if his debits didn’t 
match his credits, would have caught fire 
trying to keep up. Then David survived 
another marathon against Funcle Mark 
winning 14 to 12 in the fifth. And despite 
David’s two epic wins, Team Brown lost. 
Hold the violins, this is sport. 

White def Brown 6 - 5
Team Green’s Sven, Andy and Michael 

continued merrily on their winning ways 
against a gallant Team Black. If Andy and 
Sven ever coordinate their doubles play, 
the rest of the competition will bring out 
the violins. The Funeral March is not so 
rock and roll.

Green def Black 8 - 3
Ladder: Green 20, White 16, Yellow 12, 

Black 8, Brown 8 and Blue 8.
Leading Players: Sven 18, Justin 17, Da-

vid 15 and Mark 14.

AM&DTA TENNIS 
ROUND 1 of the new season started this 

week with questionable weather. Only 
one match was completed with the other 
teams at their venues but unable to finish.

Section 1 Results: Inverloch v Koon-
warra – WASH OUT, Leongatha 6.37 de-
feated Westernport Red 2.21, Westernport 
White v Korumburra WASH OUT. 

Ladder: Leongatha 8, Koonwarra 5, 
Korumburra 5, Westernport White 5 and 
Westernport Red 2.

Section 2 Results: Outtrim v Leongatha 
– WASH OUT, Korumburra v Baromi – 
WASH OUT .

Ladder: Korumburra 6.5, Outtrim 5.5, 
Leongatha 5.5 and Baromi 4.5.

RIVERSIDE TENNIS
SECTION 1/2 Doubles: Warragul Blue 1 

- 11 - partial w/o - Neerim District 0 – 6, 
Warragul White 1 - 20 - partial w/o - Drouin 
Gold 2 – 18, Moe 2 - 17 - partial w/o - Dr-
ouin Maroon 2 – 18, Trafalgar 1 - 21 - par-
tial w/o - Poowong 3 – 23, Hallora - Bye

Ladder: Poowong, Warragul Blue, Drouin 
Gold, Drouin Maroon, Moe, Hallora, Warra-
gul White, Neerim District, Trafalgar

Section 1 Singles: Drouin Gold 0 - 0 - 11 
- partial w/o - Moe White 1 - 3 – 21, Drouin 
Maroon 0 - 0 - 12 - partial w/o - Trafalgar 1 
- 2 – 18, Drouin White 0 - 0 - 10 - partial w/o 
- Moe Red 1 - 4 – 27, Moe Blue - Bye

Ladder: Moe Red, Moe White, Trafalgar, 
Moe Blue, Drouin Maroon, Drouin Gold, 
Drouin White

Section 2 Singles: Neerim District 1 - 10 
- partial w/o -   Trafalgar 1 – 15, Warragul 1 - 
15 - partial w/o -   Drouin Gold 0 – 4, Drouin 
Maroon 0 - 12 - partial w/o -   Moe 2 – 16.

Ladder: Moe, Warragul, Trafalgar, Neerim 
District, Drouin Gold, Drouin Maroon

SOUTH GIPPSLAND BRIDGE
OCTOBER 1 at Wonthaggi RSL:
Master point winners: First: Greg Nichol-

son and Jean Barbour 64.81. Second: Ruth 
Stevenson and Dense Allitt 63.02. Third: 
Julie Perriam and Anne Gibson 53.65. 
Fourth: Nev and Phil Chapman 51.04. Fifth: 
Ruth Harvey and Sue Edwards 48.96.

October 4 at Inverloch Angling Club:
North/South point winners: First: easy 

winners John Quayle and Matti Shub 
62.50. Second: Lois Dwyer and Peter 
Campbell 51.19. Third: Alan Johnston 
and Clive Hope 50.89.

East/West point winners: First: Julie Per-
riam and Anne Gibson 60.42. Second: De-
nise Allit and Tom Kudelka 56.25. Third: 
Sue Edwards and Ruth Harvey 54.17.

Phillip Island hosts  
AusCycling Tour

THE ROAR of motorbikes 
and supercars at the Phillip 
Island GP circuit gave way to 
three days of cycling for the 
AusCycling national road se-
ries Tour of Gippsland.

Over one hundred and fifty 
entrants across four catego-
ries lined up in the under-19 
and elite categories for men 
and women.

International riders compet-
ed against world and national 
medallists for the prestigious 
Australia’s National Road Se-
ries championship crown.

Team Bridgelane director 
sportif and former Tour of 
Gippsland winner Pat Shaw 
said this year’s field was the 
strongest lineup she has seen 
all year.

“This was the best women’s 
field we’ve seen in the nation-
al road series,” said Shaw.

“Especially the depth of the 
under-19s, there is a lot of 
great talent around.”

“Emily Watts who won last 
year has come back with a 
good team led by Katelyn 
Nicholson who was second on 
the general classification last 
year and joined the team off 
the back of that result.”

“Katelyn comes into the race 
as the national road series lead-
er and a strong time triallist.”

Melbourne’s Lucy Stewart 
returned for Team ARA/Skip 
Capital fresh off signing for 
the feeder team to Australia’s 
only World Tour team, Liv Al-
Ula Jayco.

Elite men’s cyclist Teram 
Bridgelane was looking to 
Phillip Island to confirm his 
stranglehold on the series.

Teammates Alastair Chris-
tie-Johnston and USA-born 
Graeme Frislie were tied on 
equal points at the top of the 
table with teammate Bentley 
Niquet-Olden sitting third.

Pat Shaw believes events like 
the Tour of Gippsland are im-
portant for identifying talent.

“It’s not that long ago that 

we were looking at a young Fe-
licity Wilson-Haffenden racing 
around in the U19 criterium 
at Rhyll.”

“Felicity then joined Inform 
and came on with us, the rest 
is history,” said Shaw.

“World champion, Austra-
lian champion and now Felic-
ity’s signed with WorldTour 
team Lidl-Trek.

“I’m really happy to see so 
many girls coming to the Tour 
of Gippsland to try and prove 
themselves.

“It’s an amazing Tour, it’s an 
amazing part of Australia but 
also it’s a really versatile area 
to run a bike race.”

The NRS leaderboard can 
be found at nationalroad-
series.com/riders-ranking

2024 Tour of Gippsland 
results (Day 1)

U19 Men Stage 1 Road Race 
1. Jameson Key (Van D’am) 

1h39:26, 2. Jonas Shelver-
ton (Bridgelane), 3. Alexan-
der Hewes (Avia-rudyco), 
Average speed of the winner 
43.0km/h, Number of start-
ers: 28

Lap 6 Climb, Christian Tu-
minello (Cobra 9)

Lap 6 Sprint: Christian Tu-
minello (Cobra 9)

Lap 12 Climb: Christian Tu-
minello (Cobra 9)

Lap 12 Sprint: Christian Tu-
minello (Cobra 9)

U19 Women Stage 1 Road Race
1. Emma Ochoa (99 bikes) 

1h46:15	, 2. Ava Wilson (But-
terfields), 3. Ava Schmidtke 
(Butterfields), Average speed 
of the winner: 35.2km/h, 
Number of starters: 13

Lap 6 Climb: Emma Ochoa 
(99 bikes)

Lap 6 Sprint: Ava Wilson 
(Butterfields)

Lap 8 Climb: Maddie Was-
serbaech (Butterfields)

Lap 8 Sprint: Ava Wilson 
(Butterfields)

Sophie Marr, Lucinda Stewart, Lucie Fityus, Alli Anderson, Amelie Sanders and Rachael Wales (Team Ara). B06_4124

U19 men’s race winner Jameson Key (Van D’am Racing) 
accepting the yellow jersey at Phillip Island. B04_4124

U19 men’s podium finish at Phillip Island (1st) Jameson 
Key (Van D’am Racing), (2nd) Jonas Shelverton (Team 
BridgeLane) and (3rd) Alex Hewes (Rudyco Cycling Team). 
B07_4124

U19 women’s podium finish at Phillip Island (1st) Emma 
Ochoa (99Bikes Race Team) (2nd) Ava Wilson (Butterfields 
Racing Team) and (3rd) Ava Schmidtke (Butterfields Racing 
Team). B10_4124

By Bruce Wardley
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BREAKAWAY
THE days just get better and 

better – the bowlers are getting 
better as well.

The winners on Monday were 
Helen Gladstone and Peter Gren-
ville with a respectful score of 
+24.

What a day of bowling was had 
by all on Friday. 

Those who attended had a 
great day and it was noted that 
by Christmas everyone will need 
bigger clothes because of the af-
ternoon tea supplied by the ladies.

The winners with +18 were 
Marj Ford, Ken Webb and Les 
Stanbury – well done.

See you on Monday at 1pm at 
the Cape Paterson Community 
Centre.

INVERLOCH
THE club, on Tuesday, October 

1, hosted an interclub Midweek 
Pennant practice match for both 
the Division 1 team, against Co-
rinella, and in Division 2 team, 
against Leongatha. 

Inverloch managed to defeat Co-
rinella over 21 ends by 17 shots 
with the rink scores being, rink 
two (Richard Cove) 15/15, rink 
3 (Carol Hughes) 26/15 and rink 
four (Bill Selby) 19/13. 

The Division 2 team didn’t fare 
as well as they were beaten over 
17 ends by Leongatha and going 
down by six shots. 

The rink scores were, rink five 
(Laurel Lee) 14/10, rink six (Ve-
ronica Muir) 13/23 and rink seven 
(John Duthie) 13/13. 

Well done to both divisions and 
clubs – the practice is invaluable.

Midweek (Tuesday) Pennant 
starts on Tuesday, October 15, at 
venues yet to be determined.

The weather for Thursday’s so-
cial bowls at Inverloch was warm 
and sunny and one out-of-the-box. 

While the attendance was a little 
depleted due to other functions 
taking place in the town, a field of 
26 competed for the honours over 
two games each of 10 ends scored 
by wins, ends won and shots up 
if needed. 

Well, shots up were indeed 
needed as two teams won both of 
their games and both finished on 
31 points. 

The runners-up, with 31 points 
and three shots up was the team 
of Bill Selby (skip), George Scott 
(third), Shirley Turton (second) 
and Veronica Muir (lead). 

Winners on the day, with 31 
points, but finishing six shots up 

were Reg Varty (skip), Jon Justin 
(third) and Ted Lee (lead). The 
Club thanks the match committee 
representatives Jill Kennedy and 
Terry Seaward for their manage-
ment of the day.

A reminder that as daylight 
savings time kicked in last Sun-
day (October 6) the registration 
conditions have changed for so-
cial bowls, names will now be re-
quired by 11am and play will start 
at 12.30pm sharp.

A further reminder to all Mid-
week and Saturday pennant play-
ers that there is a pie night set 
down for Thursday, October 10, 
starting at 5.30pm EDST.

Just short of 60 people attend-
ed the club on Friday, October 
4, where the club’s membership 
draw took with the jackpot stand-
ing at $180. 

Membership number 104 was 
randomly drawn and as Brian 
Humphris wasn’t in the club-
house, the next draw, on Friday, 
October 18, will see the jackpot 
increase to $200. 

First pick of the prize table went 
to member number 147, Beryl 
Millman, otherwise known as B2 
at the club. 

The major lucky envelope win-
ners were Joan McStravick and 
Greg Nugent while the Leongatha 
RSL dinner voucher went to Ve-
ronica Muir. 

The club wishes to thank the vol-
unteers on the night Judy Parker 
(tickets), Terry and Lorraine Sea-
ward, Terry Orford (kitchen), Di 
and Craig Selby (bar) and the 
emcees for the evening, Bob Plow-
right and Bill Massier. 

With a $200 jackpot on offer for 
the next membership draw, to be 
held on Friday, October 18, come 
along, enjoy the hospitality and 
make an evening of it.

Next Friday, October 11 will be 
the Club’s dinner evening which is 
already filling fast. 

Get yourself a table and come 
and enjoy yourselves and be en-
tertained by your emcees Neil 
Everitt and Reg Varty. 

There are more birthday choc-
olates, door prizes and the big-
gest spinning wheel in town upon 
which the fate of a dozen or so 
meat packs will be decided. 

The club looks forward to see-
ing you there.

Back to the bowls front, it was 
pleasing to see Inverloch’s own 
Lorraine Dowson competing in 
the Ladies Country Carnival fours 
event at both Kerang Golf and 
CluBarham. 

Lorraine had teamed up with 
Jenny Miller from Leongatha 
Bowls Club, Pat Fraser-Aurisch, 
the current ladies singles champi-
on and Karren Sheers the past la-
dies singles champion, both from 
the Neerim District Bowling Club. 

The team won their three sec-
tional matches at Kerang Golf 
and proceeded to the knockout 
finals, winning their first final 
13/8 against Echuca Bowls Club 
at CluBarham. 

Unfortunately, they lost the 
quarter-final against Clifton 
Springs Bowling Club, 9/14.

Congratulations to you all for 
reaching the quarterfinals of such 
a prestigious event and doing your 
clubs proud.

Inverloch visited the Wonthaggi 
Bowls Club on Saturday, October 
5, to compete in the Bunurong 
Shield, an annual event between 
the two clubs. 

Regretfully no play was regis-
tered due to the inclement weath-
er conditions that struck the Won-
thaggi area just as play was about 
to begin. 

The Shield will show that there 
was no play for 2024, and Won-
thaggi will hold the shield in its 
safekeeping until next year when 
the competition will be renewed.

The 2024/25 Saturday Pennant 
season will start next Saturday, 
October 12, when Division 1 will 
be away to Corinella, Division 2 
will be at home to Loch 1, Division 
3 will be away to Korumburra 2 
and Division 5 will be at home to 
Loch 2.

The Midweek Pennant sea-
son kicks off on the follow-
ing Tuesday, October 15, 
with Division at home to  
Korumburra, Division 2 is away 
to Korumburra and Division 3 is 
away to Meeniyan.

Further to last week’s report 
where it was advised that the 
club will be open and celebrating 
the 2024 Melbourne Cup Day on 
Tuesday, November 5, so watch 
this space for further information 
on this event.

MIDWEEK GROUP
LANG Lang was the meeting 

point this week for the weekly 
challenge.

The bowlers were greeted by 
John and Bev while Vern and Da-
vid arranged the teams.

When the bowlers went outside 
to begin play, they walked out into 
summer in October.

The temperature over the day 
was bordering on hot and as there 

was no wind – it was somewhat 
of a shock to the system with no 
build-up over any timeframe.

Weather aside, it was a great day 
– wonderful people, magnificent 
bowling from all rinks and lots 
and lots of friendly laughter.

The winners on 37 points were 
Raff Merante (3), Sue Wright (2), 
Marianne Scales (L) and Tony 
Heppleston (S).

Runners up on a score of 36 
were Luke Monckton (S), Jenny 
Smith (L) and Derek Fenn (3).

Best one-game winners on 19 
points were Steve Edge (S), Diane 
Kessen (L), Robyn Coulson (3) 
and Gwen Jeffery (2).

The green was in excellent form 
and Lang Lang’s green keeper de-
serves to be congratulated.

A big thank you to all those who 
helped inside and out to clean up 
including Jenny, Bev, David, Vern, 
and Laurie.

Also, a big thank you to Mari-
anne and Colin for keeping the 
thirsty players happy all day.

The club would like the pass on 
its fondest wishes to Peter, who is 
still laid up and look forward to 
his speedy recovery.

Next week, the bowlers will once 
again meet up at Corinella to fight 
it out for team of the week.

This weekend will be a fight-off 
between Corinella and San Remo.

Unfortunately, both sides can’t 
be winners so all the club can do 
is wish both teams well.

Till next week, stay safe and have 
fun.

WONTHAGGI
IT was another good week at the 

club. 
Wednesday saw the Turkey Tri-

ples played on a fine day, with a 
slight breeze.

Once again, the club had a full 
house, with both greens in full 
colour, with all the different uni-
forms. 

There were no teams that were 
four-game winners, which shows 
the quality of the teams compet-
ing on the day. 

The winners were a team from 
Phillip Island, Daryl White, Lind-
sey Meredeth and Peter Forrest 
with a score of three wins and 34 
shots up. 

The runners-up were a team 
from Korumburra. 

They were Robin Provan, John 
McVeigh and Shane O’Loughin 
with a score of three wins and 27 
shots up. 

The best game went to the Dave 
Hoffman team from Phillip Island 

with a score of 16 shots up. 
The Naba award, which is a cap 

from The Wonthaggi Club, went to 
the Wally Leijen team from Wont-
haggi. 

Thursday saw a fine day to greet 
a good number of bowlers for a 
pleasant morning. 

Friday coaching is going well 
with the weather on the improve. 

Saturday saw the annual match 
for the Bunurong Shield against 
Inverloch, at Wonthaggi this year. 

Next year, it will be at Inverloch. 
Unfortunately, the weather 

proved to be the winner, with one 
end not completed. 

Wonthaggi will hold the shield 
for the next 12 months, as it won 
it last year. 

Caroline Donohue and Denise 
Silver teamed up with Sue Smith 
and Mel Fisk to go down by one 
shot in the State Fours semi-finals 
at Bendigo on Sunday morning. 

Bowls this week: Wednesday so-
cial bowls at 12.30 pm, Thursday 
social bowls at 10am and Friday 
coaching at 10am. 

On Saturday, Pennant starts. 
On Friday night, the club will 

have its Pennant Pie Night from 
5.30 pm. 

It’s a good chance to share in 
the Friday night raffles with meat 
trays, plus other prizes to win. 

The members’ draw is at 6pm 
this week and $70 is well worth 
winning. 

Have a good week and good 
bowling.

Indoor 
ONCE again, this has been an-

other fun and enjoyable week of 
bowling with a total of 51 players 
enjoying each other’s company. 

Tuesday’s winners with a plus 
20 winning two games were Lia 
Smith, Gwen Clancy and Jeannie 
Slocombe.  

Runners up on plus seven, also 
winning two games, were Tere-
sa Ireland, Ken Peterson, Steve 
Rosendale and Philip Fowler.  Fri-
day’s winners with a plus 19 were 
Barb Culph, Mary Spooner, Lau-
rie Culph and Jos Kemper.  

Runners up on plus 10 with 
one win only were Teresa Ireland, 
Carol Thorpe and John Rook.  

A reminder that the annual gen-
eral meeting is on October 18.

All members are encouraged to 
attend and the Triples to be held 
on October 22.

Make sure you have put your 
name down to play. 

Friday’s Wonthaggi Senior Indoor Bowls winners were Laurie 
Culph, Mary Spooner, Barb Culph and Jos Kemper.  

Raff Merante (3), Sue Wright (2), Marianne Scales (L) and 
Tony Heppleston (S) were the South West Gippsland Midweek 
Bowls Group weekly winners.

Winners of the Thursday social bowls at Inverloch last 
week were, from left, Reg Varty, Ted Lee and Jon Justin.

Marj Ford, Ken Webb and Les Stanbury were the Friday 
Breakaway Bowls winners.

Helen Gladstone and Peter Grenville 
were the Monday Breakaway Bowls 
winners with a respectful score of 
+24.
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FOSTER
ON Saturday, a good field of 27 

golfers took to a beautifully kept 
course to play in the men’s Month-
ly Medal. 

Leigh Roberts (11) took home 
the medal along with the A Grade 
trophy with 82 strokes and 71 
net, as well as nearest to pin on 
the sixth. 

Not far behind and taking home 
the B Grade trophy was Bernie 
Esser (20) with 74 net. 

Trent Price (11) was the gener-
ous trophy donor and finished the 
day with 71 to take the first ball 
down the line. 

Lloyd McKenzie (11) won a ball 
down the line with 74 net, as well 
as nearest to pin on the 15th.

He also won the putting with 27 
putts. 

Tony Vanin (4) won the Scratch 
event on a three-way countback 
from Leigh and Trent with 82 off 
the stick. 

John Stone (21) and Mick Con-
nellan (20) won the last two balls 
down the line with 75 net. 

The remaining nearest to pins 
for the day went to Garry Cayzar 
(fourth), John Pruyn (13th) and 
John Stone (17th). 

The increasing sunshine has 
been bringing a lot of people out 
on the course and seeing the fields 
for the competitions increasing. 

On Thursday, there were 23 
players with captain Leigh Rob-
erts (12) continuing his great form 
and securing victory with a very 
healthy 37 points. 

Scores for the day were very 
strong with the four down-the-line 
balls going to players with scores 
of 36 and 35 points. 

Justin Dubignon (16) and Tony 
Vanin (5) each had 36 while Mick 
Connellan (20) and Steve Barnes 
(15) both had 35. Nearest to pins 
went to Peter Dight on the sixth 
and Tony Vanin who was lucky to 
take home the prize on the 15th 
after Leigh’s tee shot ended up 
just millimetres outside of Tony’s 
marker.

On Wednesday, there were nine 
players in attendance with Josie 
Parisi the generous trophy donor. 

Shirley Cook (31) was the win-
ner on a glorious spring day with 
a well-made 35 points.

She also took home nearest to 
pin on the sixth. 

Barb Britten (20) claimed the 
ball down the line with 34 points 
while Jack and Peter enjoyed 
some delicious sponge by winning 
the raffle. 

On Tuesday, 18 players took to 
the course with Peter Dight (9) 
having an exceptional round and 
shooting a score less than his age 
and winning with 41 points. 

Steve Barnes (16) started off 
his good week and won the first 
ball down the line with 38 points, 
while Ryan Williams (7) and Neil 
Coates (21) both had 36 points. 

Ryan Williams was nearest to 
pin on the fourth and Larry Giddy 
on the 15th.

The country week members en-
joyed three glorious days of golf-
ing on the Bellarine Peninsula. 

Chris Buckland managed to 
halve his first match before injur-
ing his hand and not being able 
to play any more matches for the 
week.

Jye Kruyer finished the week 
with two wins and two narrow 
losses, while Aaron Morris played 
three matches and was competi-
tive in all but couldn’t quite get 
across the line for a win. 

On the ladies side of the draw, 
the South Gippsland squad fin-
ished second on the ladder after 
narrowly going down to the win-
ners (South Western) on their 
home courses. 

Beth Curram spent the three 
days as a caddy for Kylie Collins, 
who won one of her four matches 
and took two of the losses to the 
18th hole. 

Congratulations to all the mem-
bers and keep up the good golf.

Chicken run this week was 
played across the back nine. 

There were 28 entrants for the 
week with Gary Phelan (25) com-
ing up trumps with 21 points. 

John Danckert (11) birdied the 
15th along his way to 19 points 
and won a ball down the line. 

Remaining balls down the line 
went to Bernie Esser (19) with 20 
points, while Sam Davies (25) and 
Travis Manne (13) both had 18 
points.

This week at the club, the golf-
ers are back playing Stableford 
rounds on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday as well as chicken 
run throughout the week on the 
front nine. 

On Saturday, there is a three-
person Ambrose with the trophies 
being donated by Graeme Wat-
kins. 

The member’s draw on Friday 
night was not won again so it will 
jackpot to a whopping $1100 next 
week.

Remember you need to be in 
the clubrooms to have a chance of 
winning. 

With the warmer months com-
ing, it is becoming increasingly 
more important to book your ta-
ble ahead of time, so make sure 
you call the club on 5682 2272 to 
book your next dining experience.

Swing hard and aim it straight.
The Caddy.

KORUMBURRA
RESULTS: Tuesday, October 1. 
Stableford: 37 players.
A Grade: Billy Wrigley (8) 38 

points. B Grade: Murray Webb 
(27) 38 points.

NTPs: first John Solly, seventh 
Craig Kerr, 10th Billy Wrigley and 
13th David Enbom.

Thursday, October 3:
Stableford: 22 players.
A Grade: Steve Duffield (15) 40. 

B Grade: Wayne Knights (19) 36 
points. NTPs: first Shayne Har-
land, 10th Chris McConnell and 
13th Steve Duffield. 

Saturday, October 5:
Monthly Medal: 43 players.
Sponsor: Greg Jones and Ian 

Gibson. Monthly Medal winner: 
Tim Fowles (16) 66 net.

A Grade: Tim Fowles (16) 66 
net. B Grade: Grant Williams (19) 
67 net.

Scratch winner: Shayne Har-
land (6) 76 off the stick.

NTPs: first Ray Ludenia, 10th  
Peter Cosson and 13th Peter Cos-
son.

Ladies
THE weather was ideal on 

Wednesday for the Doris Cham-
bers Foursomes qualifying round.

Well done to Aliesha Wrigley 
and Lynette McIvor, who were the  

winners with 32 points and go on 
to play in the Golf Vic event in Mel-
bourne later this month. 

Close runners-up were Heather 
Grist and Johanna van den Hei-
ligenberg, with 31 points, then 
Julie Hillberg and Shelley Snooks 
were next best with 29 points.

The Phillip Island Bowl was 
on Friday and although the club 
didn’t have any wins, it was great 
that six members were able to 
participate.

Diarne Maskell (39) had a nice 
75 net to win the Saturday RB 
Monthly Medal and the Luscious 
Café voucher. 

Runner up was Johanna van 
den Heiligenberg (14) 78 net and 
BDTL went to Gail Beer (34), 80 
net on a c/b. 

NTPs were Johanna 13th and 
Gail second shot on the seventh.

Congratulations to Merrissa 
Cosson and the South Gippsland 
Country Team members plus all 
those involved in the organisation 
and caddying. 

The team came an impressive 
second and did the region proud.

LEONGATHA
TUESDAY, October 1: Stabl-

eford.
Fifty-six members played Tues-

day’s Stableford round.  
A Grade winner: Malcolm Legge 

(18) with 38 points. A Grade run-
ner up: John Mcinnes (13) with 38 
points on a countback. B Grade 
winner: Colin Martin (19) with 37 
points. B Grade runner up: Phil 
Strike (25) with 35 points.

NTP 14th: Michael Westaway. 
NTP 16th: Michael Westaway. NTP 
second shot fifth: Trevor Steer.

Thursday, October 3: Evans Pe-
troleum Stableford.

Eighty-two members and guests 
played in the Evans Petroleum 
Stableford Event.  

A Grade winner: Doug Clem-
ann (15) with 38 points. A Grade 
runner up: Alan Starkey (12) 
with 36 points on a countback. 
B Grade winner: Peter Clingin 
(17) with 37 points. B Grade run-
ner up: Malcolm Legge (18) with 
35 points. C Grade winner: Gary 
Sharrock (20) with 37 points. C 
Grade runner up: Greg Ellt (21) 
with 36 points. D Grade winner: 
Alan Black (24) with 36 points. D 
Grade runner up: Paul Luck (24) 
with 34 points.

NTP 14th: Paul Kennedy.  NTP 
16th: John Moor. NTP second 
shot fifth: Gary Sharrock. 

Saturday, October 5: Monthly 
Medal ProStroke event. 

Saturday started out as a beau-
tiful sunny day then the heavens 
opened up.

Fifty-seven members started but 
only 34 completed the journey 
and only two of them played in the 
afternoon.

Monthly Medal winner: Peter 
Hart (15) with a score of even.

A Grade winner: Peter Hart (15) 
with even. A Grade runner up: 
Craig Hutchinson (9) with +1.

B Grade winner: David Barrack 

(16) with +3. B Grade runner up: 
Philip Edwards (15) with +3 on a 
countback.

NTP 14th: John Moor at 166cm.
NTP 16th: Trevor Bowler at 

165cm. NTP second shot fifth: 
Doug Clemann at 282cm.

Saturday, October 5: Open Sta-
bleford.

Twenty-five members played 
in the Saturday Open Stableford 
event.

A Grade winner: Tanya Starkey 
(36) with 35 points. A Grade run-
ner up: Colin Bear (16) with 33 
points.

Ladies 
THIRTY-ONE women played 

last week.
Thirteen opted for the Stabl-

eford event, and 18 competed in 
the October Monthly Medal, the 
last round of the prestigious Mc-
Micking Plate.

As is the norm, the women who 
compete on a Wednesday wait for 
the Saturday players to enter their 
scores to finalise the winner of the 
Monthly Medal. 

Debbie Miller is in a prime posi-
tion finishing with 101/27 74 net. 

Maxine Eabry also had a very re-
spectable 77 net.

Balls down the line were award-
ed to Maxine Eabry and Wendy 
Brown 77 net, Dot Stubbs 79, Li-
anne Adamson, Jo Miles and Bev 
Reinhard 81, and Joc Howson 82 
net.

Marg Griffiths (37) finished with 
33 points to win the Stableford 
event. 

Lyn Shaw, Sue Woods, Jo Mc-
Naughton and Maryanne Gartner 
all earned a ball down the line 
with the next-best score.

Nearest the pin on the fifth was 
won by Nan Meagher. 

Life member Pat Pease won the 
nine-hole event from five other 
competitors with 18 points.

MIRBOO NORTH
TUESDAY, October 1: Stabl-

eford.
A Grade: N. Bickerton (10) 34 

points c/b. B Grade: J. Kus (21) 
40 points. DTL: P. Woodall, S. 
Duff 34, C. James 33 and Tom 
Traill 32 c/b. NTP: fourth M. 
Woodall, sixth C. James and 16th 
N. Bickerton.  Birdies: fourth Tom 
Traill and E. Beveridge, and sixth 
C. James.

Saturday, October 5: Stroke.
A Grade: T. Whitelaw (11) 69. B 

Grade: D. Jerram (18) 71.
DTL: P. Woodall 70, P. Smart, P. 

Draper and M. Payne 71.
NTP: fourth R. Scurlock, sixth 

J. Hughes, 13th P. Woodall and 
16th T. Baker.

Birdies: fourth T. Whitelaw and 
13th B. Bradshaw.

WONTHAGGI
RESULTS: October 3, SR. 71. 
Competition: Stableford 18-

hole.	            
Winner: Bruce Betts 39.	
Runner up: Ian McNish 39.

Ball sweep: Gino Hennequin	
36, Graeme Crawford 33 and 
Roger Kilpatrick 33 C/B.

Results: October 3, SR. 34.5. 
Competition: Stableford front 

nine-hole	           
Winner: Secondo Tiziani 17.
Runner up: Bill Howard 16.
Ball sweep: Blake Cornelis 15, 

Ken Cuman 14 and Paul Cornelis 
12.

Results: October 5, S.R 72. 
Competition: Stroke Monthly 

Medal and putting.
A Grade: Mark Tiziani 74. B 

Grade: Doug Putt 69. C Grade: 
Hamish Burns 67 (Monthly Med-
al). BDTL to 75 C/B.

Ball sweep: Jim Jordan 71, 
Alan Jones 73, Paul Cornelis 74, 
Ray Hender 74, Frank Loughran 
74, Secondo Tiziani 74, Bill How-
ard 74 and Alan Cubbon 75 C/B.

NTPs: Keith Risout second, not 
claimed fourth, Frank Huber pro-
pin eighth, Brad Pinal 13th and 
Simon O’Halloran money hole 
17th. Putting: Bill Howard 28 
putts.

Ladies
WHAT a difference some sun-

shine makes.
Wednesday was a perfect day for 

golf and 19 ladies were enjoying 
every minute of it.

The event was the October 
Monthly Medal and a missed put 
here and a lucky chip in was the 
difference between who won the 
medal.

Marg Johnson, with a chip in 
birdie two on the fourth, won the 
medal by one shot with 87(15)72 
net from C Grade winner Heather 
Wintle 115(42)73 net with anoth-
er great score.

The B Grade winner was Kay-
lene Hodgetts 105(28)77 net.

Marg also won scratch 87, put-
ting 27 puts, and NTP fourth (sec-
ond shot) with her chip in.

BDL went to Catherine Bolding 
74, Bev Sloan 78, Marion Walker 
79, Betty Bowmar 80 and Marg 
Ryan 80.

WOORAYL Ladies
ON Wednesday, the October 

Monthly Medal was played, which 
was sponsored by Kath, Emma 
and Kelvin Smith.

On a beautiful sunny day, nine 
ladies contested a stroke event 
and counting putts.

The Monthly Medal winner and 
B Grade winner was Linda For-
rester 71 net. The A Grade winner 
was Heather Sullivan 79 net.  BDL 
went to Dee Walters 75 net and 
Ann Poole 81 net.  NTP on eighth 
was Ann Poole, 11th Linda For-
rester and 17th Heather Sullivan. 

Ann Poole had a birdie on the 
eighth and also won the putting 
with 30 putts. 

Gobblers went to Linda For-
rester 15th, Ann Poole eighth, 
Heather Sullivan eighth and Sher-
rill Winkler seventh.

  |  SPORTGOLF

Woorayl Golf Club’s A Grade winner Heather Sullivan and 
Monthly Medallist Linda Forrester.

Aliesha Wrigley and Lynette McIvor were the winners of 
Korumburra’s qualifying round of the Doris Chambers Foursomes 
event last week.
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For more information contact: Lauren Rawson on 0439 206 180 
or Mark LePage on 0459 839 111

EMAIL APPLICATION TO: SECRETARY@STONYCREEKFNC.COM

A, B, C & D GRADES
U17s, U15s , U13s & U11s

Closing Date: Tuesday, October 22 at 5pm
If you are an experienced coach or new to coaching, our club would love to hear from you!

NETBALL COACHING
APPLICATIONS OPEN!

Stony Creek is seeking Netball 
Coaches for the 2025 season.

JA
22

66
0

LEONGATHA Knights Football Club’s 
Summer Go Fives Competition is back 
for another exciting eight weeks.

The five-a-side competition will kick off 
on October 23 and 24 at Mary MacKillop 
Catholic Regional College, Leongatha.

The U14 girls, women’s, and mixed so-
cial teams will play on Wednesdays, and 
the U12 mixed, U14 mixed, and mixed 
competitive teams will play on Thursdays.

This year, the club is introducing an 
U10s competition due to increased inter-
est from junior players.

Last year, the competition had its most 
successful year with 213 participants and 
additional comps introduced across mul-
tiple age groups.

“Participation increased significantly 
last year,” Knights’ junior development 
coordinator Bethany Milkins said.

“It’s a fun, social way for us to end our 

season. It’s low commitment, which is 
more appealing for those who didn’t play 
during the season and just want to have 
a run. We have some great family teams 
getting involved and it’s just a really nice 
atmosphere.”

The cost is $50 for junior players and 
$60 for senior players.

The U14 girls’ competition has been 
subsidised and will cost players $30. 

Interested teams are encouraged to reg-
ister at www.gofootball.com.au/play/Pick-
your-location/Leongatha-Knights-FC.

However, individuals are still welcome 
to register their interest – there are plenty 
of teams looking for players.

Individuals are asked to email their in-
terest to lkfc.juniordevelopment@gmail.
com. 

Get your team together and enjoy the 
summer of soccer just before Christmas. 

Gear up for Go Fives 
with the Knights

SPORTS

The Go Fives Summer Competition will kick off on October 23 and 24.

Be sure to register your team for the 2024 Summer Go Fives Competition. 

The 250 club game milestone for Stony 
Creek was achieved by Kelsie Schelling and 
Rebecca Browne. 

Troy Sinclair played his 
200th club game at Stony 
Creek. 

STONY CREEK MILESTONE 

GAME PRESENTATIONS

Stony Creek’s 100 club game milestones were recorded by Jai Bright, 
Brad Renden and John Phillips.

Hayley Phillips and Kaila Hutchinson 
played 100 club games for Stony Creek.

Ryan McKnight played 
his 400th club game for 
Stony Creek this season.

Stony Creek’s Cam Stone, Tom Stone and Hayden Funnell played 150 
club games.
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STONY CREEK FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB 

PRESENTATION NIGHT
ON FRIDAY, September 20, the Stony Creek Football Netball Club celebrated season 2024 for their Annual Vote Count and Presentation Night.

With well over 130 club supports in the room, it was a great night for all. As the club reflected on an incredible season, the members have 
shown dedication, hard work and heart throughout this season. To the club’s supporters, volunteers and sponsors; the club thanks you for 

your unwavering support. It has lifted us, from the sidelines to the clubhouse, your enthusiasm has fueled our drive and spirit.

D Grade (from left): Rahni Mann (coach), Paige 
Barry (runner-up Best & Fairest), Sam Dyke (equal 
Best & Fairest), Corinne Hoddinott (equal Best & 
Fairest and Players Player), Kayla Byrnes (Best in 
Finals), Shantal Johnston (Coach’s Award).

A Grade (from left): Jenna Zuidema (assistant 
coach), Kelly Johnston (team manager), Jeanette 
Brown (coach and Best & Fairest), Rahni Mann 
(runner-up Best & Fairest and Players Player), 
Rebecca Browne (Leadership Award).

B Grade (from left): Cindy McKnight (Players 
Player), Claire Vagg (runner-up Best & Fairest and 
Best in Finals), Kayla Byrnes (coach), Jess Brown 
(Best & Fairest), Hayley Phillips (Most Improved).

Seniors. Back (from left): Cam Stone (Best & 
Fairest), Chris Verboon (coach), Aiden Simmons 
(Most Determined), Hayden Bull (Coach’s Award). 
Front: Cody Loughridge (Best Team Man), Tom 
Stone (Most Consistent). Absent: Darcy Atkins 
(runner-up Best & Fairest).

C Grade (from left): Taylor Mitchell (Best & 
Fairest & Players Player), Kaitlin Funnell (Coach), 
Sandra Dyke (Runner Up Best & Fairest), Brooke 
Whiteside (Coach’s Award)

Life Membership was awarded to Faye Pratt. This 
award was presented to her son Gav Maisie. From 
left, John Schelling, Di Schelling, Gav Maisie and 
Kim Byrnes.

Reserves (from left): Mitchell Rowe (Most Determined), Jayden Battersby (Most Improved), Nick Svenson 
(equal Best & Fairest), Bryce Rawson (coach), Ryan McKnight (equal Best & Fairest), Tyson Davies (Most 
Consistent), George Batten (Best Team Man). Absent: Rory Harrington (runner-up Best & Fairest).

Robert & Margery Burge Memorial Award: 
Greg Burge presenting the award to winner 
Tony Dyke.

Best Club Person – Alan Sinclair Memorial 
Award: Steve Sinclair pictured with Award 
winner Jenna Zuidema.

B Grade Premiership Team (from left): Coralee Hogan, Erin Hoghton, Hannah Potter, Brad Hutchinson, 
Cindy McKnight (captain), Sandra Dyke, Kayla Byrnes (coach), Kaila Hutchinson, Hayley Phillips, Kelsie 
Schelling, Jess Brown, Claire Vagg.
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MIRBOO NORTH FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB 

PRESENTATION NIGHT

Mirboo North’s Senior award winners. 

Mirboo North’s C Grade side Belinda Alexander, Maleigha Wallace, Sophie McGrath, Chelsea Loh, Talei 
Falkingham, Aleisha Kerr and Alexis Andrews.

Kirsty Richardson, Ali Snell, Suzanne Thompson, Bonnie Collins, Bridget Rush, Stacey Harriage, Carolyn 
Movchan, Kelly McCarthy and Beth Lilley from Mirboo North’s D Grade team.

Mirboo North’s A Grade included Marley Wallace, Emily Taylor, Sienna Cheffers, Emma 
Evans, Chloe Hogg and Maddi Knowles.

Mirboo North’s B Grade award winners 
Ashlee Hilliar and Jessie Holland.

Tigers recognise 
top club people

by Rover

MIRBOO North Football Netball Club held its 
annual senior presentation night at its Walter J 
Tuck Tigerland headquarters on Saturday night.

Brian McCormack was Master of Ceremonies 
for the fully catered evening, where a large, buoy-
ant crowd was in attendance. 

Club president Andy McCarthy thanked the 
club’s sponsors for their strong ongoing financial 
support and volunteers were recognised across a 
vast range of services throughout the year.  

The first-year president also spoke positively 
about the future of the club, following a challeng-
ing season where – for the first time in a long, 
long time – there were no Mirboo North footy or 
netball teams playing on Mid Gippsland grand 
final day at the Meeniyan Recreation Reserve.

It was a different story in the Central Gippsland 
Junior Football League competition where Mir-
boo North’s U12 footballers won the 2024 pre-
miership. 

Janine Alexander, Matt Snell and Leanne Tay-
lor received Mirboo North Football Netball Club 
(MNFNC) life memberships, while Jasan Hysen 
was awarded Volunteer of the Year 2024.

The Recognition of Outstanding Service Award 
was accepted by Tahlia McCormack.  

MNFNC’s junior presentation night took place 
the previous evening.

Tahlia McCormack and Jasan Hysen 
accepted Mirboo North’s Recognition of 
Outstanding Service Award and Volunteer of 
the Year 2024 respectively.

Leanne Taylor was awarded 
a life membership from the 
Mirboo North Football Netball 
Club.

Matt Snell presents Janine 
Alexander with her life 
membership for the Mirboo 
North Football Netball Club.
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SPORTS

HAVE you thought about get-
ting back into cricket? 

There are veterans playing 
and enjoying cricket each Sun-
day in this area, playing in Over 
50s, Over 60s and Over 70s 
teams.

There are also midweek 
games and a competition for la-
dies over 40 who love the game 
and want to play.

You don’t have to have been 
a star in your heyday to get a 
game.

Players who haven’t played 
for 30, 40 or 50 years are now 
donning the whites again and 
enjoying the camaraderie on 
and off the field.

Veterans Cricket Victoria 
(VCV) is about blokes in their 
50s, 60s, 70s and even their 
80s who just love cricket, the 
outdoors and want to stay fit 
and healthy. 

It’s about playing with your 
mates, reliving old times and 
most of all, enjoying the fellow-
ship and camaraderie of the lo-
cal community cricket club.

Cricket for veterans is the big 
growth market for Australian 
sport. 

For some, there’s even the 
chance of higher honours. 

Each year Victorians com-
pete against the best of the best 
from around Australia – in-
cluding former Shield and Test 
cricketers – at the National 
O50s, O60s and O70s Champi-
onships. 

The ultimate is Australian se-
lection, a Baggy Green and an 
Ashes tour, to compete for the 
Platinum, Grey or Silver Ashes.

VCV players have toured to all 
parts of the cricketing world, 
besides Europe and the UK, 
cricketers have toured USA, 
Canada, West Indies, South 
America, China, Japan, South 
Africa, New Zealand, Pacific Is-
lands and even Iceland.

Come along and join in. You 
will be made welcome at any 
of the clubs that are part of 
the VCV fraternity. The play-
ing rules are tailored for veter-
ans, the cricket is relaxed, and 
the camaraderie is contagious. 
Talent is secondary to fun and 
friendship and celebrating the 
spirit of cricket.

To find a local team in your 
age group, contact Jim Arm-
strong on 0417 535 453 or jim-
da22@gmail.com. Otherwise, 
head to the Veterans Cricket 
Victoria website www.veteran-
scricketvictoria.org.au.

YOU can practically bet on it that there’ll 
be rain on the first Saturday in October.

And right on cue, the rain arrived in the 
western end of the Leongatha and District 
Cricket Association at about 1pm just as 
Phillip Island was getting set to take the 
field against Korumburra.

But it wasn’t to be. A lot of games started 
in A and B Grade but none reached any 
sort of a conclusion as the mid-afternoon 
rain settled in.

The best Phillip Island could do last 
week was a well-attended training run at 
the nets beside a forlorn looking Cowes 
oval, which after the pressure of a busy 
football season on newly laid grass will 
not be ready for play for months.

There’s been talk that the ground was 
sown with the wrong sort of grass, but 
that’s a discussion for another day.

Phillip Island coach Daniel Mock said 
the club was looking forward to a new 
season with a new-look A Grade lineup 
keen to be competitive again after success 
in 2023-24.

Get involved in 
veterans’ cricket

Round one cricket washout standard procedure

EIGHT Gippsland cricketers 
were chosen to represent Victoria 
at the National Championships to 
be held in Canberra.

Selections were made from vet-
eran over 55 teams from across 
the state.

From the Gippsland Goannas, 
the players selected for Division 
1 were Brenton Howe, Rodney 
Jones, Graeme Rankin and Geoff 
Wells, as well as Anthony Wilkes 
from South East Veterans.

In Division 2, the Gippsland 
representatives are Geoff Kinnish 
from the Goannas, Col Parnall 
from South East Veterans, and 
Gary Sauvarin from the Leon-
gatha South Gippsland Vets and 
the Imperials.

The squads will compete in the 
first week of December.  

SOUTH Gippsland country week golf hit 
off in perfect conditions on the beautiful 
Bellarine Peninsula with match winning 
performances by the South Gippsland 
women.

Assisted by sponsorship from Ray White 
Real Estate, Haymes Paints, Area Special-
ist South Gippsland and Wrig’s Coatings 
local teams played against the rest of the 
country Victorian districts.

The South Gippsland men were in the 
top division playing at 13th Beach and 
The Sands, the women were in Division 
2 and played at Clifton Springs, Curlewis 
and The Sands.

South Gippsland women finished win-
ning the most number of matches but not 
the highest point score. 

Almost winning their whole division the 
women lost very narrowly to the eventual 
winner “South Western” 4/3.

The men unfortunately did not win a 
game but won several matches against con-
siderably more experienced opposition.

Country week men’s team Michael Thomas (player), Ian Balfour (assistant manager), 
Chris Buckland, Aaron Morris, Isaac Batty, Wayne Kennedy, Steve Bromby (captain), Jy 
Kruger, Mat Wrigley, Roay Fleming (manager), and Jack Jacobsen.

South Gippsland women 
score at country week golf

South Gippsland Women’s Country week team:  Faye Le Page (caddy), Merryn Dear (caddy), Beth Curram (caddy), Andrea 
Thorson, Chloe Wilson, Rebecca Thomas, Elly Berryman, Rena Casey, Merissa Cessna, Kasey Thorson (caddy), Sue Hoskin (team 
manager), Kylie Collin’s, Kaye Dumbleton (caddy), and Susan Straw (caddy).

Phillip Island’s Daniel Mock and Max Royal looking forward to another strong showing 
in 2024-25.

Victorian veteran 
squad selected 
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Fish Creek Football Netball Club Inc.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

Friday, November 15

JA
22

65
6

Fish Creek Hotel - Oberon Room

6pm for a meal, AGM starts 7pm
To be followed by a committee meeting

Business to be conducted:
End of year Reports

Election of Committee Members

Please email for nomination forms
fcfncsecretary@gmail.com

All Welcome

Inverloch 0/38 v Club
Inverloch – 1st INNINGS: B Debono 11*,  
D Harris 20*
Bowling: J Williamson 0/4, S Roche  0/5,  
S Tessari 0/18, B Evans 0/9
Match abandoned.

Korumburra v Phillip Island 5/157
Phillip Island – 1st INNINGS: T Asurumuni 36,  
T Blackwell 28, A Finlayson 38, T Hornsby 30*,  
A Brayley 1, S Sirirathnage 0, Fill-in 3*
Bowling: Fill-in 0/20, A Damon 0/17, Fill-in 1/15, 
S McKinnon 0/37, O Maskell 0/22, G Edwards 
3/29, Fill-in 0/13
Match abandoned.

MDU 6/62 v Nerrena
MDU – 1st INNIINGS: T Zukovskis 8, T Sinclair 10, 
W Prosser 3, C Hoober 14*, C Fisher 2, G Webster 
2, D Zuidema 5, R Henry 0*
Bowling: W Croatto 0/12, R Clark 3/20,  
M Croatto 0/5, C Dougherty 0/4, T Harris 1/4,  
D Symmons 1/10
Match abandoned.

OMK – BYE

Foster 2/52 v Kilcunda-Bass
Foster – 1st INNINGS: B Davy 5, J Pilkington 25, 
B Busuttil 12*, A Pattie 10*
Bowling: R Duff 1/14, S Tapscott 0/16,  
A Bedford 0/9, R Brown 1/13
Match abandoned. 

Imperials 3/95 v Glen Alvie
Imperials – 1st INNINGS: A Meyer 4, R Mclennan 
27, S Vagg 41, A Curnow 5*, J Forrester 13*
Bowling: L McRae 0/33, A Luke 1/7, N Brown 
1/22, H Smith 1/32
Match abandoned. 

Koonwarra L/RSL 2/62 v Nyora
Koonwarra L/RSL – 1st INNINGS: G Boxall 28*, A 
Boxall 20, N Grimes 0, G Matthies 1*
Bowling: R White 0/18, M Lynch 0/18, V Peiris 
1/5, L Brock 0/18
Match abandoned. 

Town - BYE

B Grade

B Grade

DIVISION 1

DIVISION 2

Visit our website: 
sgst.com.au

8-10 Koonwarra Rd, Leongatha. 5662 5030
Cnr Carneys Road & Bass Highway, 

Wonthaggi. 5672 2148

LEONGATHA & DISTRICT CRICKET ASSOCIATION

A1: Jesse Giardina (Town) 53* ; Josh Trease (Nerrena) 4/22

A2: Josh Toner (Foster ) 49 ; Cooper Newman (Inverloch) 4/8

B1: Andrew Finlayson (Phillip Island) 38 ; Ryan Clark (Nerrena) 3/20

B2: Samuel Vagg (Imperials) 41 ; Viraj Peiris (Nyora) 1/5

C1: ALL GAMES CANCELLED

C2: ALL GAMES CANCELLED

SCOREBOARD
In stories folder: Cricket Scoreboard_4124

Local Cricket... 131131 years strongyears strong

Phone: 5662 2930

Leongatha
www.hartleywells.com

B Grade, Division 1

INCLEMENT weather 
caused all B1 matches to be 
abandoned early on Saturday.

Inverloch managed to play 
17 overs against Wonthaggi 
Club before calling it quits.

Playing at the Inverloch Rec-
reation Reserve, the home 
team won the toss and chose 
to bat.

Captain Brett Debono and 
David Harris opened Inver-
loch’s batting, making 11 and 
20 not out respectively.

The game was called off at 
0/38.

Thirty-six overs were played 
by Korumburra and Phillip 
Island at the Poowong Recre-
ation Reserve.

Phillip Island won the toss 
and went into bat.

Captain Andrew Finlayson 
top scored with 38 runs.

Tharidu Asurumuni and 
Tony Hornsby also made 36 
and 30 runs respectively.

For Korumburra, George 
Edwards made a strong start 
to the season, claiming 3/29.

The game was washed 
out after Phillip Island had 
reached 5/157.

The match between MDU 
and Nerrena was also aban-
doned after 27.3 overs.

MDU hosted Nerrena, and 
the Red Caps won the toss 
and sent MDU into bat.

MDU made a steady start 
with Craig Hoober top scoring 
with 14 not out.

Troy Sinclair was the only 
other batsman to reach dou-
ble figures.

Ryan Clark bowled well for 
Nerrena, taking 3/20.

Tyson Harris and Damien 
Symmons were single wicket 
takers.

MDU’s score was 6/62 by 
the time weather impacted 
the match.

OMK had the bye in round 
one. 

B Grade, Division 2

ALL matches in B2 were 
called off due to wet weather 
conditions on Saturday.

Nineteen overs were played 

between Kilcunda-Bass and 
Foster at the Bass Recreation 
Reserve.

The home team won the 
toss and chose to bowl.

Foster’s opening batsman 
Jake Pilkington top top-
scored with 25 runs before a 
catch from Vijai Kumar Gopal 
saw him dismissed.

Captain Brandon Busut-
til and Andrew Pattie were 
not out when the match was 
abandoned.

They had made 12 and 10 
runs respectively.

Wickets were claimed by 
Kilcunda-Bass bowlers Ro-
han Duff and Ryan Brown.

Kilcunda-Bass made 2/52.
Also playing at the Bass 

Recreation Reserve on oval 
two, Glen Alvie and the Impe-
rials managed 17 overs.

The Imperials won the toss 
and chose to bat.

Andrew Meyer and Rowan 
McLennan opened the batting 
for the Imperials, and Meyer 
made four runs before he was 
bowled by Archie Luke.

Samuel Vagg was sent in, 

and he and McLennan went 
on to make 41 and 27 runs 
respectively.

Wickets were also claimed 
by Ned Brown and Harvey 
Smith.

Alan Curnow and James 
Forrester were not out when 
the game was called.

The Imperials made 3/95.
Koonwarra L/RSL and Ny-

ora set out to challenge each 
other at Wonthaggi’s McMa-
hon Reserve.

Nyora chose the bowl, and 
Koonwarra L/RSL’s opening 
batsmen Glenn and Ashley 
Boxall started strong with 28 
and 20 runs respectively.

Glenn was not out when the 
match was abandoned, and 
Ashley was run out by Keith 
Linford.

Nyora bowler Viraj Peiris 
dismissed Nigel Grimes for 
a duck, and Glenn Matthies 
finished the day off with one 
not out.

Koonwarra L/RSL made 
2/62.

Leongatha Town had the 
bye.

Rain dampens season starter
Unfortunately, the first season of cricket didn’t last long as rain forced most matches to be abandoned but Kilcunda-

Bass still managed to make the most of it! Ns13_4124

Matthew Donohue assesses whether to make a run. 
Ns08_4124

Kilcunda-Bass’ Chris Peckett delivers his first ball for 
the match. Ns07_4124
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     Town 1/109 v OMK
Town – 1st INNINGS
Jesse Giardina not out  .....................................................53*
DLMP Gallage not out  .....................................................18*
Ron Abeysinghe c: E Lamers b: J Lamers  ....................30
Extras (6w, 1nb, 1lb)  .............................................................. 8
Total 1 / 109 (23 Overs)
Bowling: E Lamers 6-0-31-0, R Williams 6-1-17-0 (2w), 
J Lamers 4-019-1 (2w), P Dell 5-0-27-0, N Auddino 
2-0-14-0 (2w, 1nb)
Match abandoned.

Korumburra 0/26 v Phillip Island
Korumburra – 1st INNINGS
Tom Crocker not out  .......................................................... 6*
Andy Millar not out  ...........................................................13*
Extras (5w, 2nb) ......................................................................  7
Total 0 / 26 (9 Overs)
Bowling: M Royal 5-0-13-0, G McCausland 3-0-13-0 
(1w, 2nb), C Keerthisinghe 1-1-0-0
Match abandoned.

Club 3/91 v Imperials
Club – 1st INNINGS
Mitch Thomas c: T Williams b: L Wright ........................11
Lochlan Mclean c: K McGrath b: I. Bolge  .....................14
Ryan Thomas not out  .......................................................19*
Joel Brann c: G Sauvarin b: I. Bolge  ................................. 2
Jakeb Thomas not out  .....................................................38*
Extras (5w, 2nb)  ...................................................................... 7
Total 3 / 91 (21 Overs)
Bowling: L Wright  5-0-21-1 (2w), I Bolge 8-0-37-2 
(2nb), A Williams 5-1-19-0, T Sauvarin 2-0-11-0 (3w), 
N Eddy 1-0-3-0
Match abandoned.

Koonwarra L/RSL 99 v Nerrena 1/18
Koonwarra L/RSL – 1st INNINGS
Anthony Hunt b: J Trease  .................................................... 3
Mitchell Scrimshaw c: D Berryman b: J. Hoy  ................ 5
James Rushton c: T Cameron b: A Gannon  ................20
Callum Buckland c: ? b: A Gannon  .................................13
Harry Scrimshaw lbw: T Wightman  ...............................10
Isuru Darshana b: T Wightman  ......................................... 6
Jason Kennedy not out  ...................................................26*
Brad Anderson lbw: M Clark  .............................................. 9
Nick Arnup b: J Trease ..........................................................  2
William Cashin b: J Trease  ................................................... 0
Blake Smith b: J Trease  ......................................................... 0
Extras (4w, 1nb)  ...................................................................... 5
Total 10 / 99 (39 Overs)
Bowling: J Trease 8-2-22-4 (1nb), J Hoy 7-1-15-1, 
T Wightman 8-3-11-2 (2w), A Gannon 8-2-25-2 (2w), 
M Clark 4-1-12-1, D Berryman 4-1-14-0
Nerrena – 1st INNINGS
Jack Curtis c: ? b: N Arnup  .................................................. 2
Loc Roberts not out  ............................................................ 2*
Thomas Cameron not out  ..............................................14*
Extras (2w)  ................................................................................ 2
Total 1 / 18 (3 Overs)
Bowling: N Arnup 2-0-11-1 (1w), B Smith 1-0-7-0 (1w)
Match abandoned.

Nyora 109 v Inverloch
Nyora – 1st INNINGS
Henry Dolphin c: L Rankin b: H Butcher  ......................10
Bailey Henderson c: ? b: H Butcher .................................. 9
Jake Henry run out: J Butcher  .........................................14
Jy Hull lbw: H Butcher  .......................................................... 0
Aaron Kaddatz c: J Butcher b: L Rankin  .......................15
Varinder Virk c: ? b: C Newman  .......................................29
Kade Anderson run out  ....................................................... 8
Aidan Simmons c: ? b: C Newman  .................................12
Aaron Thompson c: ? b: C Newman ................................  3
Reece Cordeux not out  ...................................................... 2*
Mitch Rowe c: ? b: C Newman  ........................................... 2
Extras (9w, 1nb)  ....................................................................10
Total 10 / 109 (30.4 Overs)
Bowling: C Asbury 6-3-9-0 (1w), H Butcher 8-1-35-3, 
L Rankin 6-0-26-1 (5w), J Dugard 5-0-25-0 (3w, 1nb), 
C Newman 3.4-0-8-4, D Newman 2-0-6-0
Match abandoned.

Foster 2/116 v MDU
Foster – 1st INNINGS
Mitchell Jones c: SC Lakshan b: M McGrath  ...............43
Josh Toner c: J Sinclair b: M McGrath  ............................49
Jake Best not out  ...............................................................18*
Ollie Rook not out ................................................................ 4*
Extras (2w) ................................................................................  2
Total 2 / 116 (32 Overs)
Bowling: S Bright 7-2-10-0 (1w), S Browne 3-0-11-0, 
M Cantwell 4-1-13-0, J Palmer 4-0-20-0 (1w), 
SC Lakshan 8-0-39-0, M McGrath 6-0-23-2
Match abandoned.

Glen Avlie 1/37 v Kilcunda0-Bass
Glen Alvie – 1st INNINGS
Matthew Donohue not out ............................................13*
Archie Moore c: M Grayson b: C Peckett  ....................... 4
Matthew Dakin not out  ...................................................10*
Extras (7w, 1nb, 2lb)  ............................................................10
Total 1 / 37 (14.4 Overs)
Bowling: T Smith 6-1-16-0 (6w, 1nb), C Peckett 7-1-
14-1, H Berry 1.4-0-5-0 (1w)
Match abandoned. 

A Grade DIVISION 1

A Grade DIVISION 2

Connect 
with us
@sentineltimes

NEXT WEEKEND’s GAMES
& UMPIRE APPOINTMENTS

ROUND 2
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2024

Subject to Con� rmation. 
Any prospective 

umpires can contact  
 Geo�  Wyatt 0413 081 136 
or Doug Pell 0404 301 333

  A GRADE, Division 1

Koonwarra L/RSL v Phillip Island
LEONGATHA TURF

Ian Salmon
Club v OMK 

WONTHAGGI TURF
Ozzie Williams

Town v Imperials
SCORPION PARK 1

Ashley Stride
Korumburra v Nerrena 

KORUMBURRA
Ken Scrimshaw

  A Grade, Division 2

MDU v Glen Alvie
MEENIYAN

Shane Moore
Kilcunda-Bass v Nyora

BASS 1
Glenn Plymin

Inverloch v Foster
INVERLOCH TURF

Brad Phillips

  B GRADE, Division 1

Nerrena v Korumburra
NERRENA
Les White

OMK v Inverloch
OUTTRIM

Michael Thomas
Phillip Island v MDU

COWES
Steven Williamson

Club - BYE

  B GRADE, Division 2

Imperials v Town
EAST CAMPUS
Neil Grabham

Foster v Koonwarra L/RSL
FOSTER GC

Michael Ryan
Nyora v Kilcunda-Bass

NYORA
Graham Wightman

Glen Alvie - BYE

  C GRADE, Division 1

OMK v Club
DIGGER PARK

Geo�  Parkinson
Korumburra v Kilcunda-Bass

POOWONG
Geo�  Wyatt

Phillip Island v Town
RHYLL

TBA
Nerrena - BYE

  C GRADE, Division 2

Nyora v Korumburra
BASS 2

TBA
Glen Alvie v MDU

GLEN ALVIE
TBA

Koonwarra L/RSL v OMK
LEONGATHA VEL.

Tyson Tootel
Inverloch v Phillip Island

INVERLOCH FG
TBA

Sentinel-Times

www.sgst.com.au

Local cricket

A Grade, Division 1

LIGHTNING and driving 
rain across Bass Coast and 
South Gippsland Friday night 
left the opening rounds of  
cricket in a shambles. Cricket 
matches were decided on a 
ground-to-ground basis from 
as early as Friday afternoon.

Leongatha and District Crick-
et Association President John 
Schelling said they couldn’t get 
a game finished.

“All sides co-operated as 
best they could by swapping 
grounds,” said John.

Some matches were moved 
to alternate venues and all C 
Grade matches were cancelled.

All A1 games were started 
but were eventually called off 
as rain increased throughout 
the afternoon.

Leongatha Town managed 
to flex its muscle early at the 
Outtrim Recreation Reserve, 
making 1/109 before the match 
against OMK was abandoned.

Electing to bat first, Town’s 
Ron Abeysinghe and captain 
Jesse Giardina started strong 
with 30 and 53 runs respec-
tively. OMK bowler Jacob 
Lamers claimed Abeysinghe’s 
wicket at 1/72 and Giardina 
was not out.

Dulaj Lakshitha Mendis 
Polwaththa Gallage made 18 
runs and was also not out. The 
game was called after 23 overs.

Just nine overs were played 
out between Phillip Island and 
Korumburra at the Newhaven 
Recreation Reserve.

Phillip Island won the toss and 
sent Korumburra in to bat first. 
Opening batsmen Tom Crocker 
and Andy Millar made six and 
13 not out before they were 
forced to abandon the match.

The Imperials hosted Wont-
haggi Club at Leongatha’s East 
Campus and managed 21 overs 
before the game was washed 
out. The home side chose to 
send Club in to bat first.

Club’s top scorer was Jakeb 
Thomas with 38 not out.

Ryan Thomas was 19 not out, 
and opening batsmen Mitch 
Thomas and Lochlan McLean 
contributed to the scoreboard 
with 11 and 14 runs respectively.

Imperial’s bowler Isaac Bolge 
claimed 2/37 and vice-captain 
Lachie Wright took one wicket.

Club finished up with a score 
of 3/91.

Nerrena had Koonwarra L/
RSL bowled out at 10/99 be-
fore the match was abandoned.

Playing at Leongatha’s velo-
drome, Nerrena won the toss 
and elected to bowl.

Koonwarra L/RSL had a 
slow start but looked to turn 
it around with captain James 
Rushton making 20 runs. How-
ever, wickets continued to fall 
to Nerrena bowlers Archie Gan-
non and Timothy Wightman. 
Jason Kennedy top-scored for 
the Cougars with 26 not out.

Josh Trease was Nerrena’s 
top bowler of the day, taking 
4/22 and wiping out the bot-
tom of Koonwarra L/RSL’s bat-
ting order.

Nerrena opened its innings, 
but Jack Curtis was bowled for 
a duck by Nick Arnup, caught 
by Kennedy. Loc Roberts and 
captain Tom Cameron made 
two and 14 not out respectively.

Nerrena had made 1/18 and 
the game was washed out after 
three overs.

A Grade, Division 2

ALL three A2 matches were 
washed out due to Saturday’s 
weather.

Inverloch had Nyora bowled 
out 10/109 but did not have 
the opportunity to start its 
innings before the game was 
abandoned.

Playing at the Nyora Recre-
ation Reserve, Inverloch won 
the toss and chose to bowl.

Nyora had a slow start to 

the innings with wickets fall-
ing at the hands of Inverloch 
bowler Harry Butcher.

Butcher claimed 3/35.
Midway through the innings, 

Nyora’s Varinder Virk top-
scored with 29 runs.

Aaron Kaddatz contributed 
15 runs and 14 runs were 
made by captain Jake Henry.

Cooper Newman was Inver-
loch’s top bowler for the day, 
taking out 4/8 and dismiss-
ing the bottom of Nyora’s bat-
ting order.

At the Foster Cricket 
Ground, Foster made a dom-
inant start against MDU but 
the game was called after 32 
overs. MDU won the toss and 
chose to bowl.

Foster’s opening partner-
ship of Mitchell Jones and 
captain Josh Toner made 43 
and 49 runs respectively be-
fore their wickets fell to MDU 
vice-captain Mitch McGrath.

Vice-captain Jake Best and 
Ollie Rook were not out when 
the game was called and had 
made 18 and four runs re-
spectively. Foster made 2/116.

The match between Glen 
Alvie and Kilcunda Bass only 
lasted 14.4 overs before it 
was washed out.

Playing at the Dalyston Recre-
ation Reserve, Glen Alvie won 
the toss and elected to bat.

Matthew Donohue and Mat-
thew Dakin made 13 and 10 
respectively and were not out.

Archie Moore was bowled by 
Chris Peckett after he’d made 
four runs. Glen Alvie ended the 
day with 1/37. 

Weekend washout for cricket
Opening bowler George McCausland sends one down for Phillip Island. Ns06_4124

Korumburra keep pace to secure the first runs. 
Ns03_4124
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Join us for all the fun! 
at 15 Anderson Street, Leongatha 

ONE DAY ONLY SPECIALS
ON ALL CARAVANS

Free sausage sizzle and lots of giveaways

MASSIVE 
GRAND OPENING

Saturday, October 12  • 9am-3pm  

20% OFF
CAMPING GEAR AND 

WESTERN WEAR

Mr Victoria 
title for 
Dalyston 
bodybuilder

THE COVETED ICN Vic-
toria natural bodybuilder of 
the year title has been won 
by Dalyston personal train-
er Luke Hynes.

A bodybuilder for twenty 
years Hynes secured four 
titles over the weekend in-
cluding overall bodybuild-
ing champion and over-thir-
ties champion.

Five hundred bodybuild-
ers competed at Sydenham 
in Melbourne’s western 
suburbs for a shot at the 
ICN overall title.

“I’ve been dieting for six 
months to prepare for this 
competition,” said Luke.

The champion body-
builder’s high protein diet 
includes chicken, rice and 
egg whites.

One hundred and seventy-
eight centimetres tall, tip-
ping the scales at seventy-
eight kilograms Luke Hynes 
describes his physique as 
conditioned and well pro-
portioned.

“It’s my most successful 
year to date,” said Luke.

Luke uses a split exercise 
program featuring resis-
tance weight training.

Thanking his fiancé Sar-
ah, parents Wayne and Con-
nie from Cape Paterson and 
friend and employer Jake 
Wright of Voyage Fitness, 
Luke said the overall title 
win had been a long-time 
ambition.

“My parents have been a 
massive influence and sup-
port helping me along the 
way.” 

“Aaron Curtis is a friend 
as well as my coach,” said 
Luke.

“Voyage Fitness is like my 
second home.”

Sisters Amy and Prayer 
have also provided strong 
support for their brother.

LEFT: Natural bodybuilder 
of the year Luke Hynes.
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