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if you're not wearing a life jacket

IN FEBRUARY 2022, the State
Government introduced a two-year
trial making lifejackets mandatory
at 10 of the Victoria's most treach-
erous rock-fishing locations.

Three of the 10 are in Bass Coast;
at Pyramid Rocks (Phillip Island),
San Remo (southern end of Pot-
ters Hill Road) and the notori-
ous Punchbowl Rocks (near San
Remo).

The trial has already been spec-
tacularly successful, most recently

=

on Monday, November 13.

According to two of the first re-
sponders, CFA District 8 Catch-
ment Commander Phil Rogan and
Phillip Island First Lieutenant
Rhyce Davis, someone was fishing
at Punchbowl Rocks when he was
swamped by a wave while retriev-
ing a fish, fell in and got swept out.

“Fortunately, he was wearing a
PFD (personal flotation device) and
no doubt that saved his life,” said
Commander Rogan.

“On the day, the weather wasn't
that bad, and the waves weren't all
that big, so it just shows you what
can happen,” said Lt Davis.

“We understand he was in the wa-
ter for quite some hours. The cur-
rent brought him back in towards
the rock shelf, but he was unable
to get back up again,” said Com-
mander Rogan.

He was quick to praise the police
airwing for their efforts.
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Rocks in your head if you're
not wearing a Ilfejacket

From page 1

“We were just there in a
supporting role. The police
helicopter winched him out.
He was exhausted but alive.

“Look, they don't want any-
one fishing down there (at
Punchbowl Rocks), it's just
too dangerous but the mes-
sage is, if you are going rock
fishing, wear a PDE.”

Attending the scene on the
day were SES, ambulance,
police, Parks Victoria, CFA,
and the police airwing.

Parks Victoria staff have
contacted the Sentinel-Times
about the incident in the
hope of highlighting the safe-
ty message, about wearing
an approved lifejacket ahead
of the busy summer holiday
season.

Fortunately, it seems, many
if not all those rock fishing at
Punchbowl Rocks, and also
at San Remo and Pyramid
Rock have got the message
and are wearing their PDFs.

Why anyone would want to
run the risk of scaling the
goat-track to the Punchbowl
Rocks, only to put their life
in peril, is anyone’s guess.
You'd certainly hope the
fishing is good!

MP seeks
mandatory PFDs

Bass MP Jordan Crugnale
was contacted for comment
about the intentions of the
government for making the
lifejacket trial provisions
mandatory, or at least ex-
tending the trial beyond its
two-year period, potentially
concluding in February 2024.

“I have and will certainly
continue to make represen-
tations to the relevant min-
ister that lifejacket wearing
become law for rock fishing,”
said Jordan Crugnale this
week.

“Our coastline is unpredict-
able in terms of its swells,
winds and rips and we have
lost too many lives over the
years which is why we intro-
duced the trial in the first
place. It saves lives.

“This is an opportune time
to also remind locals and vis-
itors alike to be very sensible
in and around our waters and
no matter where you are rock
fishing, to wear a life jacket
as we do when boating, wind-
surfing, paddleboarding or
on other vessels,” she said.

“We are in the top danger-
ous locations in the state and
most recently someone fortu-
nately lives to tell the tale as
they were wearing a life jack-
et when they were swept in.”

Lifejackets for fishermen
at the 10 most high-risk lo-
cations in Victoria came into
force on March 1, 2022.

The two-year trial on life-
jackets was introduced fol-
lowing consultation by the
Victorian Fisheries Authority
(VFA) with members of the
public, angling clubs, Future-
Fish and VRFish.

“An increasingly popular
form of fishing, rock fishing
has also proven to be dan-
gerous following the tragic
deaths of several rock fishers
swept off rock shelves and
reefs in recent years,” a gov-
ernment spokesperson said
at the time.

“Already proven to save lives
during emergencies, the trial
aims to reduce the chance of
drowning with a properly fit-
ted and well-maintained life-
jacket, should a rock fisher
end up in the water.”

And that’s how it has turned
out with several reports of
lives saved, and likely to have
been numerous others.

It is noticeable that rock
fishermen, walking to these
beaches with their gear, al-
ready have their PFDs on.

The 10 most dangerous
rock fishing spots, where
mandatory lifejackets has
been enforced are at Cape
Bridgewater (near the blow-
holes car park), Artillery
Rocks (west of Lorne), Sheo-
ak Falls (south of Lorne),
Sorrento Back Beach rocks,
Rye back beach number
16, Cape Schanck light-
house rocks, Bushrang-
ers Bay rocks (east of Cape
Schanck), Pyramid Rocks
(Phillip Island), San Remo
(southern end of Potters Hill
Road) and Punchbowl Rocks
(near San Remo).

Lifejackets need to comply
with Australian Standards
and be a Type 3 or greater for
adults. Children under 12
must wear a lifejacket at the
10 sites even if they are not
fishing, and they must be a
Type 1 or greater model.

Although, why children are
not banned from attending
these high-risk sites is un-
fathomable.
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A police helicopter was called in to winch a rock- fisherman
to safety on November 13, at the notorious Punchbowl Rocks
location, after he was swept off the rocks while retrieving a fish.
He was in the water for several hours before the emergency
call went out and is almost certainly still alive because he was
wearing an approved personal flotation device.
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Fishermen visiting the Punchbowl Rocks area, and nearby
rock platform sites, must wear a lifejacket as part of a trial at
Victoria’s 10 high-risk rock-fishing locations.
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More car thefts
and stuff stolen

BASS Coast police have issued
a timely warning to tradies and
other residents, especially those
who are prone to leaving their
cars open.

In an ongoing spate of car thefts,
more went missing last week.

“Over the last few nights in Won-
thaggi and North Wonthaggi there
has been several incidents where
vehicles have been stolen and
items stolen from vehicles,” said
police.

The investigation into these of-
fences is ongoing,

“Your local police would like
to remind everyone, especially
tradespersons with vehicles such
as utes, and vans, to lock their ve-
hicles and not leave keys in their
vehicles.

“This helps protect your prop-
erty and makes it far harder for
crooks to steal your valuable
things.

Follow this link to some great
advice about preventing things
getting stolen from your vehicle:
police.vic.gov.au/preventing-theft-
from-motor

And, if you see people acting
suspiciously, please let police
know by calling 000 at the time
and reporting it straight away.

Accident closed
highway before Christmas

THE South Gippsland Highway
was closed for several hours last
Tuesday, December 20 following
a two-car collision between Loch
and Nyora.

In the incident, which occurred
near the intersection of the South
Gippsland Highway and Nyora-St
Helier Road at about 12 noon, two
people were injured and conveyed
to hospital.

Firefighters also reported that
one person was trapped and the
highway was closed while emer-
gency services responded.

The trapped person was re-
moved from the car quickly and
cared for by Ambulance Victoria
paramedics.

The CFA had six vehicles on the
scene including from Lang Lang,
Loch and Poowong.

Ambulance Vic said a women in
her 30s was taken to Frankston in
a stable condition with minor in-
juries to the upper body. A man in
his 40s was taken to Dandenong
Hospital in a stable condition with
lower body injuries.

Anyone with any information
about the incident is urged to
contact the Loch Police Station on
5659 4267.
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GIPPSLAND

* Please Note: This
weather report was
compiled on Decembe
at time of

IT WAS a very teary day
on Monday December 18,
when Meeniyan Preschool
celebrated the early educa-
tion career and retirement
of Fay Sinclair.

Known as ‘Mrs Sin-
clair’ to all the children
and adults alike, Fay has
taught multiple genera-
tions, teaching at Meeniyan
kindergarten for 23 years.

“I love my job, the chil-
dren and the people I work
with. I didn't have to work,”
Fay stated in her speech to
the crowd that gathered to
celebrate her career.

Fay started her career in
1983 with Marg Fox at the
kindergarten in Hassett
Street, Leongatha.

Back then the four-year-
olds only did two half hour
sessions four days a week.

Now, four year olds do a
minimum of 15 hours per
week.

How things have changed
over the time.

Fay joined Meeniyan Pre-
school as a staff member
in 1999, after helping run
the kinder as a member of
the committee of manage-
ment for the previous sev-
en years.

On display at the celebra-
tion were numerous class
photos from Fay’s career,
including a kinder photo
of the current vice presi-
dent, Nat Goodfellow and
more recently, that of her
daughters.

After an emotional
speech from the current
president of the kinder, Me-
lissa McRae, Fay finished
her speech with, “I know
there is life after work and
the community is my pas-
sion, so I look forward to
holidays and catching up
with my friends. I wish the
Meeniyan Preschool all the

FRI | bec 29

12° 16°

SAT | Dec 30

Partly cloudy. Possible shower.

best for the future and I
will certainly miss seeing
the children, parents and
staff.”

The committee of man-
agement of Meeniyan pre-
school are grateful to Fay
for the dedication she has
shown to her job over
many years.

Not least, her cheerfully
warm welcome that greet-
ed everyone each day, her
amazingly creative activi-
ties, her passion and her
‘get the job done’ mentality
has meant that she will be
sorely missed.

However, the community
will now benefit more from
her passion. Enjoy those
holidays, Fay!

RIGHT: Meeniyan
Kinder celebrated the
retirement of much loved
staff member Fay Sinclair
last week.

Get snapping in
South Gippsland

DUST off those cameras, the
South Gippsland Australia
Day Photo Competition is now
taking submissions.

This year, entrants are en-
couraged to embrace their in-
ner photographer and submit
a photo that fits under the
theme of ‘Australia Day: South
Gippsland - Our people and
places’.

All photos must be taken in,
or in close proximity to South
Gippsland.

There are two prize catego-
ries - an open category with a
8500 prize and junior category
(under 15) with a $300 prize.

For more information and to
enter before Wednesday Janu-
ary 17, please visit:

southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
australiadaycompetition

Winners will be announced
on January 26, 2024.

* All submitted images will
be used for the purpose of the
competition only. This com-
petition has been funded by
the National Australia Day
Council.

Nominations open
for Victorian
training awards

The achievements of Vic-
torians within the TAFE
and training sector will be
celebrated by the Victorian
Government for the 70th an-
nual 2024 Victorian Training
Awards.

Nominations recently
opened for the awards, which
honour Victorian apprentices,
students, teachers and train-
ers, employers, and training
providers across 15 catego-
ries.

The 2024 winners will be
announced at the Victorian
Training Awards gala cere-
mony in August 2024 and will
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each be awarded $5000.

The Victorian  Training
Awards acknowledges the
support of the Awards’ Prin-
cipal Partner 2022-2024, the
Apprenticeship Employment
Network (AEN) and the Glob-
al Apprenticeship Network
(GAN Australia).

One thing that could
be costing you about
$300 a month

FOR MANY grabbing a glass
of wine or beer at the end of the
day to wind down has become
a habit, with perhaps a few
more drinks on the tab as the
end-of-year celebrations begin.

Yet, recent Compare the
Market data has found that
this habit could be costing
Millennial Aussies as much as
$445 a month.

The survey found that
the average Australian who
drinks, spends $65.56 a
week on alcohol, or $284.09
a month, while Millennials hit
it out of the park, spending
on average $102.91 a week on
their favourite grog,

Gen Xers were the next
big spenders, (though not
as much as their Millennial
counterparts), with $68.17 of
their weekly budget going to
a tall glass of their preferred
alcohol. Baby Boomers, on
the other hand, were the least
likely to spend money on
booze, with a modest average
of $34.70 a week being spent.

CLAY.made returns

AFTER the success of the
October CLAY.made mar-
ket, we are excited to an-
nounce our next makers
market, Mostly CLAY.made,
will be held at the Meeniyan
Town Hall on Sunday, Janu-
ary 7, from 10am until 2pm.

While CLAY.made is pre-
dominantly clay makers of

all kinds, we are including
some other favourite mak-
ers, so there will be a range
of gorgeous wares available
and the CWA are again pro-
viding delicious Devonshire
teas. If you went to the one
last time you'll know they are
unmissable.

At this time of year, Meeni-
yan will be a hive of activity,
so this is a great chance to
create even more buzz about
local makers and artists. We
look forward to seeing you
on January 7! Follow @clay.
made_south_gippsland on in-
stagram for updates.

Look after local bats

WITH an influx of flying fox-
es such as those at the Leon-
gatha Wetlands and on Phillip
Island, community members
are being urged to ensure
any fruit netting is compliant
with Victorian law so as not
to endanger the animals.

A post on the Little Wing
Bat Haven Facebook page is-
sued the important message.

“Currently a number of
calls are coming in daily for
bats stuck in netting,” it stat-
ed, stressing that netting with
an aperture of over bmm is
illegal in Victoria.

Anyone with non-compliant
netting is urged to dispose of
it responsibly.

The current dire plight
faced by flying foxes was
starkly outlined.

“Flying foxes are in a star-
vation event right through
Victoria, New South Wales
and Queensland and as the
situation becomes more dire,
bats are trying desperately to
find food,” it stated.

People are also encouraged
to consider removing compli-
ant fruit netting to enable the
famished animals to eat.

“They will thank you

MON | Jan1

Sunny.

tenfold by dispersing seeds
and pollen,” Little Wing Bat
Haven said.

Little Wing Bat Haven is a
registered bat rehabilitation
shelter on Phillip Island and
can be contacted on 0409
530 541.

Word of the year
is cozzie livs

WITH the words ‘cost of liv-
ing’ on everyone’s lips over the
past few months, the Austra-
lian Macquarie Dictionary has
coined the abbreviated slang
term ‘cozzie livs’ as word of
the year for 2023.

Its a word that illustrates
the year well, and the commit-
tee, comprised of three of the
dictionary’s editors, chose the
word over two other honour-
able mentions, blue-sky flood
and algospeak.

“Although cozzie livs was
coined in the UK, it has reso-
nated soundly with Austra-
lians, with its - ie suffix and its
clipped formation... And what
could be a more Australian ap-
proach to a major social and
economic problem than to
treat it with a bit of humour
and informality?” said the
cominittee.

Blue-sky flood is the idea
that there is a deluge coming,
even though the sun is shin-
ing, almost like the time bomb
we're all sitting on with cli-
mate change.

Algospeak describes an at-
tempt to circumvent Al sur-
veillance. But how long will it
be before the moderating soft-
ware learns the code words?

The People choice for the
2023 Australian Word of the
Year was generative Al. While
it isn't a clever or humorous
construction, it has touched
a nerve and shows that Al is
figuring prominently in our
minds this year.



Us against them:
Why Kongwak says ho

THERE may not have been,
pound for pound, a proposed
development like it for generat-
ing so many words in opposition.

The proposed redevelopment
of the old Kongwak Butter and
Cheese Factory into a hospital-
ity and accommodation venue
has really lit up the small ham-
let of 50 residents in such a
way that 80 per cent of them,
we're told, don’t want it.

On Gippsland ABC Radio
last week, Carolyn Rowson of
the Save Kongwak Group even
alleged that the plan for the
iconic venue might block out
the stars!

“Other impacts could include
things like light pollution. With
all this massive infrastructure
and buildings there’s going to
have to be a lot of street light-
ing and lighting so that will af-
fect not only the people but the
birds and wildlife. We probably
won't be able to go outside and
see the stars on a starry night
anymore. Yeah, so it would re-
ally spoil the landscape, seren-
ity and atmosphere of our little
community,” Ms Rowson told
the ABC.

As well as putting up signs
around the town, typically with
sentiments including ‘Save
Kongwak’ and ‘Preserve our
Valley of Peace’, they've also
launched a petition on Change.
org which has already attract-
ed about 350 signatures of a
target of 500 people against the
project.

The developers want to mod-
ify the old butter and cheese
factory, which hasn't operated
since the 1960s, to create a
wedding and convention centre
for 130 people, while construct-
ing 32 cabins on adjoining land,
plus eight other accommoda-
tion rooms or cabins.

Here are the key issues, ac-
cording to the Save Kongwak
group:

* They want to knock down a
local house and construct a
carpark.

e For the other car park, they
have indicated they will cut
access roads through our his-
toric Avenue of Honour, first
planted in 1918. Each tree
represents a fallen or returned
soldier from our district from
the two world wars.

* The developers plan to con-
struct 32 cabins in farm-
land but these paddocks are

-

3 i

The historic Kongwak Butter and Cheese Factory hasn’t
operated since the 1960s but certainly must have created its
share of noise and environmental impact in its day. Now the
townsfolk say they don’t need the aggravation of a new use

for the old site.

natural floodplains, and trib-
utaries to the nearby Foster
Creek.
They plan to construct sep-
tic tank sewage processing
in those paddocks less than
20 metres from a permanent
tributary to the creek.
The wedding venue will be
constructed 40 metres from
the nearest house. We object
to the impact of noise, traffic,
parking and expected patron
behaviour on our tiny town.
We expect the late night trad-
ing, loud music, alcohol, litter
and the sounds of party-goers
traversing our tiny town to
their accommodation will
ruin the serenity of Kongwak.
The wedding venue alone will
overwhelm the population of
our community by 260 per
cent, in addition, the cabins
will swell our population by
another 168 per cent.
The sewage processing re-
quired, to be located in farm
land, will exceed the sewage
processing capacity of the en-
tire town many times over.
All infrastructure created in
the project - roads, curbs,
gutters, lighting and other
infrastructure will drive up
rates for all South Gippsland
residents.
“We don’'t want this develop-
ment in our town,” they say.
“We are not opposed to any
development, just to the size
and scope of this develop-
ment. We are for small-scale

development including a res-
taurant, cafe, art gallery and
general store but we oppose a
large wedding/convention cen-
tre venue, late night trading
and live music, and oppose
street facing car parks, short-
stay cabins and effluent pro-
cessing on farmland and any
impact to our Avenue of Hon-
our.”

They don’t believe the Kong-
wak Butter Factory [KBF] In-
frastructure and Business
Development should have
received $500,000 from the
State Government's Regional
Jobs and Infrastructure Fund
(RJIF) Investment Fast Track
Fund projects initiative.

And they want the planning
permit for the project removed
from the direct application
stream through the Victori-
an government Development
Facilitation Program (DFP)
and returned to the South
Gippsland Shire Council pro-
cess so that local residents can
have their say and the project
will be subject to conditions
generated by local knowledge,
local conditions, and compet-
ing local interests.

“We’re not opposed to develop-
ment of any kind, just the size
and scope of this development is
just way too big for this town,”
Ms Rowson on Gippsland ABC
Radio last week.

“We are a small settlement,
designated as a hamlet by the
South Gippsland Council. We

only have about 50 residents.
There are no town services
here like water, gas or sewer-
age. Were all on tank water
and septic systems.

“So, for this town, this proj-
ect is not in alignment with
the South Gippsland Shire
Council’s strategic plan for no
further development due to
the lack of infrastructure. It's
also not in a designated tourist
zone. So, it's a great idea but
really it's in an inappropriate
location.

“We would be very happy
to support a smaller project
or proposal, like a cafe or a
small store, a little gallery or
something that operates dur-
ing business hours, and on
weekends, like the Kongwak
Market which has been so well
supported by the community
because it's once-a-week and
it doesn’t have a huge environ-
mental footprint on the land.

“We just think that it would
absolutely destroy the peace
and tranquillity of our little
town, of our little hamlet. We'll
have a whole lot of extra traf-
fic, noise and parking issues.
There’ll be late night trading
with obviously alcohol, and you
know potential noise (from)
people leaving late at night.

“Also, we're very concerned
about the environmental im-
pacts on the Foster Creek be-
cause where theyre planning
to build these cabins is on a
natural floodplain so effluent
may end up in the creek as we
know the areas around here
are very wet throughout the
year and the land often floods.”

A spokesperson for the Kong-
wak revitalisation project has de-
nied their application has been
included in the direct approval
process set up by the State Gov-
ernment, not yet anyway.

“The project is progressing
well. As you'll be aware we are
currently exploring our plan-
ning options including the
Victorian Government Devel-
opment Facilitation Program,
noting that we have not yet
been accepted into this pro-
cess,” said Gemma Cosgriff and
Damien Backholer this week.

“We continue to keep the com-
munity and interested stake-
holders updated and these are
available on our website. There
is nothing further to report at
this stage.”

Summer
ambulance boost
for tourist spots

AMBULANCE Victoria (AV) is boost-
ing its capability in tourist towns and
areas of population growth across
Gippsland by arranging additional
resources over the Summer and New
Year period.

Locations to receive an increase in
AV resources this summer include
Cowes, Wonthaggi, Wilsons Promon-
tory National Park and Mallacoota.

The additional summer support
will see more Advanced Life Sup-
port (ALS) crews deployed across the
region as required, as well as team
managers to assist crews during busy
times.

AV Gippsland Director Clinical Op-
erations Ross Salathiel said the extra
hands on deck is a feature of AV’s op-
erational planning for summer every
year, and ensures the community is
well-served during the holiday period.

“We have some beautiful coastal
areas along the Gippsland coast and
understandably lots of people want to
visit us over the holiday season,” Mr
Salathiel said.

“We’ll see a great deal of holi-
daymakers and travellers venture
through these communities over the
coming weeks.

“While this influx is great for tour-
ism and the local economy, the extra
population leads to a demand on our
services.

“We work hard to ensure we can
continue to provide best care and
timely responses to those who need
us during these busy periods.”

Mr Salathiel said it was a timely
reminder to take precautions to stay
safe this summer, with people plan-
ning their getaways over the coming
weeks.

“There are a number of simple pre-
ventative steps people can take to
keep themselves and their loves ones
safe in extreme heat,” he said.

“Remember to stay hydrated and
drink water regularly throughout the
day.

“Avoid being outside during the hot-
test time of the day and keep cool by
using air conditioning and fans when-
ever possible.

“Heat can cause serious illnesses in-
cluding heat cramps, heat exhaustion
and heat stroke.”

Heat stroke is fatal in up to 80 per
cent of cases but is entirely prevent-
able.

Heat stroke is a life-threatening
emergency. If you or someone else is
experiencing symptoms such as con-
fusion, seizures, collapsing or loss of
consciousness, call Triple Zero (000)
immediately.

If you're feeling unwell, you can also
contact the Victorian Virtual Emer-
gency Department, visit a Priority Pri-
mary Care Centre, call NURSE-ON-
CALL on 1300 60 60 24 or see your
doctor or local pharmacist.

BASS COAST
RUBBISH REMOVAL
sy ¢ 8N HIRE
abn 40917 166 768

2 3 4, 6&8m3sk|p bins

Perfect for garden clean ups
and general rubbish removal

Phone Doug McRae 0412 088 454

affordability * service % reliability

ease
Uccello
Tipping
Kettles

Tilts to pour
hot water safely

JA21664

- "B CARING FOR
SAM'S CHILDREN

Please support the fundraiser for
Sam Fraser’s children, to help cover
the cost of their care and education.

Open Wednesday, Dec 27 - Friday, Jan 5
10am-2pm. Excluding New Year’s Day.
Then resuming normal hours
Monday, January 8: 9am-4pm.

Coastal
Independence
and Mobility

JA22057

free in-home
consultation
service

To donate, go to gofund.me/b6e777cb,
or search gofundme.com for

“Caring for Sams Children™.

Phone 5977 5110

We are a D.V.A. approved supplier
62-64 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi

dollar
curtains

value in every dollar

happy new year to all
we reopen
Tuesday, January 2

dc b Wonthaggi

21 Murray St, Wonthaggi
Ph. 5672 2915
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COUNCIL BRIEFS

Too much competition

CR ROCHELLE Halstead has explained
why she didn't vote for the $20 million
Bass Coast Dinosaurs Trail project at the
December council meeting and making an
application to the Federal Government's
Growing Regions Fund asking for a $3
million contribution.

Cr Halstead said she might have sup-
ported it under normal circumstances but
in these straightened times, $20 million
would go a long way on other priorities.

If council gets the grant, theyll have
to stump up matching funding of $3
million.

Firefighter honoured

THE Mayor Cr Clare Le Serve took time
at the start of the recent council meeting
to mark the passing of two, long-serving
firefighters, Kilcunda’s Phil Ruby and Ker-
not-Grantville’s Barrie Stewart.

She said Barrie dedicated over 37 years
to his local brigade, serving as an officer
for 18 years, in various lieutenant posi-
tions, delegate to Volunteer Fire Brigades
Victoria District 8 Council, and Communi-
ty Safety and Fire Prevention Coordinator.

“Barrie also contributed significantly to
community education for over 20 years,
receiving recognition such as the National
Emergency Medal for the 2009 Black Sat-
urday Bushfires. Last year, he was hon-
ored with a 35-year Long Service Award
by CFA.”

Details of Phil Ruby’s 33 years as a fire-
fighter have already been published.

Shire rules on exceptions

WHEN is a rule not a rule? When it's one
of the provisions in the Bass Coast Shire
Council planning scheme. Or so it seems
if you consider Council’s response to a
clearly exasperated ratepayer in question
time recently.

Manfred Decker quoted the shire’s “very
detailed” 1173-page planning scheme
when he asked how it was that the Coun-
cil could still approve non-compliant ap-
plications that were so clearly outside the
aims of the scheme.

“Non-compliant planning applications
are not granted permits. Planning Applica-
tions are assessed against the Bass Coast
Planning Scheme. Generally, the zones,
overlays and particular provisions that
are applicable to land, will guide planners
to the relevant aspects of the Planning
Scheme that must be considered. Each
application is assessed on its own merits,”
came the reply.

No ‘yes’ votes at Pioneer Bay

ROSS Bencraft of Pioneer Bay wanted to
know how Pioneer Bay’s residents voted
on their special charge scheme, after the
Sunderland Bay-Surf Beach project was
abandoned recently.

He put his question to council and got
the following reply:

“There were 23 per cent objections from
227 property owners,” at Pioneer Bay, ac-
cording to the Council, but 77 per cent of
property owners did not respond.

“As there were less than 50 per cent ob-
jections, the scheme was able to go ahead.”

==BASS
COAST

Animals and fireworks

Dogs and horses in particular can be
frightened by fireworks, please make
sure that your pets are safe and secure
when there are fireworks displays in
your area.

Fireworks displays will be held on New
Year's Eve (Sunday, 31 December):

e Coronet Bay: 9.30pm, Coronet Bay
Foreshore

e Cowes: 9.30pm, Cowes Jetty

e Inverloch: 9.30pm, Inverloch
Recreation Reserve

For more information on these events
visit www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/events.

Why it’s all about

boating in Bass

BETTER Boating Victoria
(BBV) in partnership with
Bass Coast Shire Council
is delivering significant up-
grades to the existing boat
ramp facilities across the
shire.

Some major infrastructure
projects recently completed
were Cowes (Nov 2023, $2.8
million) and Rhyll (2022, $6
million) Boat Ramp facility
upgrades, with Newhaven the
next cab off the rank.

And Inverloch’s boat ramp
is also in line for an upgrade
as well.

But at its council meet-
ing recently, the Bass Coast
Shire Council signed off on
Stage 2 of the Mahers Land-
ing Boat Ramp upgrade. The
total cost of stage 1 was $4.2
million, totally funded by the
State Government and Better
Boating Victoria while the to-
tal available funding for Stage
2 is $1.59 million.

Mahers Landing Boat Ramp
facility upgrade in Inverloch
is a significant investment
from the State Government's
Better Boating Fund to pro-
vide for recreational boating
improvements across Victo-
ria.

The project will improve ac-
cess and safety for the boat-
ing community and support
the businesses, community
groups and social benefits
associated with recreational
boating.

The works in Stage 2 in-
clude:

* Implement and maintain
sediment erosion control
measures and removal at
completion of works.
Construction of the new
carpark facility which will
improve traffic flow and
include 52 new car-trailer
parking bays, and five car
parking spaces.
Construction of a new toilet
block.

Construction of all land-
scaping elements, footpaths
ete.

Council is contributing
$150,000 to the total cost of
works.

Cr Leticia Laing welcomed
the commitment by council
and Better Boating Victoria as
“an incredible boost for tour-
ism in Inverloch”, upgrading
a facility that was overdue

Cardboard

belongs in your
yellow-lidded
Recycling bin

20 Visit basscoast.vic.
to find out more
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The Mahers Landing Boat
of 2024. m04 5223

for work.

“The $150,000 we will con-
tribute will upgrade the toilets
at Mahers Landing,” she said,
noting they were also sorely in
need of upgrading,

The Better Boating Fund re-
turns license and registration
fees paid by boaters into deliv-
ering major ramp upgrades,
more all-abilities boating fa-
cilities, grants programs to
boost boating access, boating
safety initiatives and much
more.

The proposed Mahers Land-
ing Boat Ramp Facility Up-
grade project was broken into
two parts to allow the project

5 'El.

gov.au/whichbin e BASS

i

Ramp upgrade is expected to be c

to be constructed in two parts

if the funding allocation for

the entire project was exceed-
ed at time of tender.

e Part 1: Construction of a
new boat ramp, rock re-
vetement and jetty.

e Part 2 Upgrade of the car
park, new toilet block and as-
sociated landscaping works.

Newhaven Boat Ramp

A draft concept has been
developed for the future up-
grade to the Newhaven boat
ramp and BBV is asking the
community for feedback.

Some of the issues to con-

sider include:

Coast

]

il ! ) .

ompleted in the early part

* Lack of space and configu-
ration of berthing and tie up
points

* Limited
parking

e Tide restrictions, particu-
larly at low tide

¢ Existing jetty poses chal-
lenges in terms of accessi-
bility

BBV is now seeking your
feedback on the draft concept
design, which you can view at
betterboating.vic.gov.au/con-
sultations/newhaven.

The survey, to close on
January 19, 2024 is avail-
able at surveymonkey.com/r/
YGQS2M9.

car-trailer  unit
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Making a real
difference in the
lives of people
across Bass Coast.

If you can give, please
give where you live.

HM7077




Local highway patrol police say they are happy with the attitude of Bass Coast and South Gippsland drivers to not drink-driving
or drug-driving but the amount of speeding offences they have detected has alarmed them. C02_ 1223

Your speed is killing us,
say concerned police

ACROSS the state, police
have been alarmed at the rate
of traffic offences they are de-
tecting as part of Operation
Roadwise.

However, while there has
been a worrying haul of drink
and drug driving offences, mo-
bile phone breaches, incidents
of not wearing a seatbelt and
speeding; there’s a same’ol
standout offence in the Bass
Coast and South Gippsland po-
licing districts.

“Without a doubt our number
one is speeding,” said Sergeant
Clint Goff of the Bass Coast
Highway Patrol.

“It's far and away our biggest
problem in the local area, high
and low speed, and it is really
concerning.”

Sergeant Goff said speed, in-
cluding driving too fast for the
road and weather conditions

was highlighted in too many
collisions, especially fatal col-
lisions.

“We're running three and four
shifts-a-day at the moment on
patrol and all of the stationary
cameras are out there, as part
of Operation Roadwise, but
drivers need to be taking on the
responsibility themselves and
slowing down.

“Our next biggest one is mo-
bile phone detections, attract-
ing a fine of $577 and four de-
merit points if you're caught on
a mobile devices while driving.

“Then it's the problem of not
wearing seatbelts. For some
reason it's more of an ongo-
ing issue in country areas, but
once again, we see the shocking
results of that when there is a
collision.”

In the first five days of Opera-
tion Roadwise, Victoria Police

detected a total 4701 offences.
They conducted 72,372 pre-
liminary breath tests, with 190
drivers detected for drink driv-
ing — a strike rate of one in ev-
ery 381 motorists tested caught
over the limit.

There were also 131 motor-
ists caught drug driving, with
2312 roadside drug tests con-
ducted.

Mid-range speeding between
10km/h and 25km/h has result-
ed in the most infringements
issued, with those motorists
receiving a $385 fine and three
demerit points for the offence.

Police are also concerned
at the high number of mobile
phone detections, 274 drivers
in less than a week, and 106
motorists caught not wearing a
seatbelt.

Police will continue to con-
duct highly visible road policing

= M, P

L ooking for some fun This Summer?

Try Barefoot Bowls at Inverloch Bowling Club

Commencing Wednesday, December 27
through to Sunday, Jan 7* « 5pm-8pm each day

Bring yyouw fannity and friends
THE CLUB PROVIDES BOWLS AND AVAILABLE RINKS

Basic Training available e Bar refreshments too!

FLAT SOLE FOOTWEAR or BAREFOOT IT!
$10 per person, EFTPOS available

*Closed New Years Day: Monday, January 1, 2024
20 The Esplanade, Inverloch

JA22033

gr\ﬂﬁ‘NC
FOOTWEAR!
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enforcement over the Christmas
to New Year period where Victo-
rians are expected to travel to
coastal areas and regional holi-
day hotspots across the state.

Motorists are being urged to
be patient and allow extra trav-
el time, as well as maintaining
a safe braking distance, par-
ticularly around caravans and
heavy vehicles.

Operation Roadwise com-
menced at 12.0lam on Friday,
December 15, 2023 and con-
cludes at 23.59pm on Monday,
January 1, 2024.

Most traffic operations police
missed out on Christmas with
their families to keep the com-
munity safe, so don’t expect any
leniency at this time of the year,
especially if you are speeding
or using your mobile phone
on Bass Coast and South
Gippsland roads.

COUNCIL BRIEFS

No news isn’t good news

AT BASS Coast Council ques-
tion time recently, John Kuzma
wanted to know why the statuto-
ry planning results hadn’t been
reported in the meeting agenda
for three months.

A glitch in the system was the
answer:

“A recent software upgrade
has been addressed and up-to-
date reporting will occur from
the next Council Meeting (in
February 2024).”

Island carnival back again

WHILE Bass Coast Coun-
cil forced the purchase of the
Cowes carnival site for its new
sports precinct a few years ago,
the carnival is back again for its
summer holidays run, and the
site is set to be rezoned for pub-
lic use.

Council watcher, Melissa Dagg,
asked council in question time
recently why the site hadn’t yet
been rezoned, to which council
replied that ‘the rezoning is be-
ing scoped”.

Why ‘DAL is
short for ‘delay’

A QUESTION to the Bass Coast
Shire Council last week, by Me-
lissa Dagg, has highlighted why
“neighbourhood character” is
being systematically destroyed
in a lot of settlements across
Bass Coast.

“A number of Councils are de-
veloping a Neighbourhood Char-
acter study, comprising of built
form, land use and land foot
print use. When will Council es-
tablish its own study for planning
purpose use to be used for the
next 10 years?” asked Ms Dagg.

To which Council replied it is
in the process of developing a
Neighbourhood Character Study,
to set standards on such things
as setbacks, building envelopes
and to strengthen vegetation
protection but that finalising
this important document was in
the hands of the Department of
Transport and Planning which
recently announced another de-
lay in finalising the Bass Coast
Distinctive Areas and Land-
scapes project.

0% OFF

ALL SCHOOL SHOES"

Starts Tuesday, January 2, 2024

Clanks

*Excludes Ascent

AN

HARRISSN W

Ph: 5672 1137

n @ Wrench’s Footwear Wonthaggi

145 Graham Street,

Wonthaggi

JA22054



Stop kidding yourself.
If you drink, don’t drive.

Thinking about driving after a couple of drinks? Think again.
If you blow .05 or over, you could face serious penalties,
including fines, losing your licence, getting an interlock installed
in your car and having to blow zero for three years.
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Early

childhood services are

improving children’s oral health

STAFF, families and children at
Foster Early Learning, Welshpool
Kindergarten, Allora Kindergarten,
Karmai Community Children’'s Cen-
tre, Bass Coast Children’s Centre
and Bass Coast Family Day Care
educator Aga Tynska are all smiles
after receiving their Smiles 4 Miles
award.

Smiles 4 Miles is an initiative of
Dental Health Services Victoria
which aims to improve the oral
health of Victorian children and
their families. The key messages
promoted in Smiles 4 Miles are
‘Drink well, Eat well and Clean well’.
The program is implemented lo-
cally by the South Coast Prevention
Team (Health Promotion workforce
of Bass Coast Health, Gippsland
Southern Health Service and South
Gippsland Hospital).

We all want our children to thrive.
Unfortunately, children with tooth
decay and poor oral health can
have trouble eating, sleeping, and
paying attention at kindergarten.
Tooth decay, an oral disease, affects
half of all children and adolescents.
The percentage of children in Bass
Coast and South Gippsland aged
0-5 attending public dental servic-
es who have at least one decayed,
missing or filled tooth is 25 per cent
and 27 per cent, respectively, which
is above the Victorian average.

Early childhood services achieve
the Smiles 4 Miles award by imple-
menting healthy eating and oral
health policies, completing a menu
assessment if they provide food,
engaging families about the impor-
tance of oral health, and educating
children through a variety of fun
learning experiences based on the
key messages — Drink well, Eat well

Beth (Smiles 4 Miles Coordinator, South Coast Prevention Team)
presenting the Smiles 4 Miles award to Amy (Early Childhood Teacher,

Foster Early Learning).

and Clean well.

Early Childhood Teacher Amy
Rogers from Foster Early Learn-
ing was excited to see the service
awarded. She says, “We know that
good oral health is essential to over-
all health and wellbeing and it’s re-
warding to achieve our award and
know we're teaching children these
good habits early in life.”

Paul Greenhalgh, Chief Executive
Officer at South Gippsland Hospital

applauded the early childhood ser-
vices for receiving their awards.

“These Smiles 4 Miles awarded
early childhood services are leading
the way to help children form good
healthy eating and oral health hab-
its early.”

Mr. Greenhalgh added, “By pro-
moting healthy habits early in life,
you are helping to set the founda-
tions for our children to have a
healthy start to life.”

@ myliz=-

FUN DAYS!

is now open!

Join us for a BIG summer of fun at your local Myli
library! Ignite your child's imagination with our free
events and creative workshops. Event registration

Myli - My Community Library
myli.org.au 1800 44 6954

SCHOOL HOLIDAY—

e

INVERLOCH LIONS

FARMERS MARKET
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27

8AM - 1PM e THE GLADE, INVERLOCH

Locally grown and made produce from the South Gippsland region.
Enjoy and support our community event.
Look forward to seeing you.

Twilight Markets January 2024 e 3pm-8pm
JANUARY 3, 10,17 & 24

LB0677-V12

Free School Holiday
Activities at Myli Libraries

AS THE school holidays
approach, Myli - My Com-
munity Library is once
again bringing joy and
excitement to families
across the Bass Coast and
South Gippsland.

From craft sessions to
workshops for young writ-
ers, the libraries have a
lineup of events that prom-
ise fun for kids of all ages.
Let's take a look at just a
few of the events on offer.

Inverloch Library is gear-
ing up for a Board Games
Day, offering a mix of
strategy and fun for fami-
lies looking to enjoy some
quality time together.

Wonthaggi Library is get-
ting crafty with a range of
events including diorama
craft, mask making and
scratch art.

Phillip Island Library is
set to host Young Writers
Workshops led by author
Melissa Gisjbers, and Mr
T’s Mathematical Marvels,
encouraging kids to ex-
plore the world of math-
ematics in an interactive
and fun way.

Mirboo North will host
Children’s Movie Sessions
suitable for the whole family.

Additionally, the Foster
Library team will bring
the art of foil to life with
‘Foil Art’ at the Toora Hall.

Korumburra Library is
taking storytelling to the
next level with a ‘Design
and Bind Your Own Book’
session, providing an op-
portunity for young minds
to become authors and

illustrators of their own
stories.

Leongatha Library is
turning up the excitement
with the ‘Big Bluey Bash,’
promising a lively and en-
tertaining experience for
kids.

All these fantastic events
are free, ensuring that
families can enjoy the
school holidays without
breaking the bank. And,
of course, don't forget
to participate in the BIG
Summer Read, a free
reading competition de-
signed to keep children
engaged with reading over
the summer holidays.
Prizes are on offer!

Beyond the events, Myli
- My Community Library
continues to provide an
array of free resources
to keep kids entertained
throughout the holidays.
From e-books and e-au-
diobooks to digital mov-
ies and online resources
like Story Box Library,
Kinderling Radio, and
Busy Code, there’s some-
thing for everyone.

Registration for these
school holiday events is
now open. Secure your
spots by visiting myli.au/
JAN24.

For more information
about free library mem-
bership, events, resourc-
es, and library services,
visit myli.org.au, call
1800 44 6954, or drop by
your local library branch
to chat with our friendly
team.

Danny O’BRIEN MP

State Member for Gippsland South

@ 54B Cunninghame St, Sale ¥ (03) 5144 1987
© danny.obrien@parliament.vic.gov.au
www.dannyobrienmp.com.au

@)@ @ /dannyobrienmp

ANATIONALS /. Zionaf tictvia
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Travellers warned
to stay informed
this summer

BEFORE hitting the roads this sum-
mer on your travels, CFA is urging
Victorians to check local conditions,
download the VicEmergency app and
familiarise yourself with Fire Danger
Ratings.

Recent conditions have resulted in
significant grass growth across the
state, with fuel loads quickly drying out
in the western and central parts.

CFA Chief Officer Jason Heffernan
reminds Victorians if you are travelling
or holidaying across the state this sum-
mer to make sure you are fire ready.

“We encourage our communities to be
well-prepared as they head off on their
well-earned break or festive getaway
with their friends and family,” CO Hef-
fernan said.

“Fire safety is a shared responsibility
so Victorians cannot become compla-
cent about the fire risk this season.

“Stay informed, be prepared, and
pack some essential items like water,
blankets, and protective clothing so
youre ready to leave when you need
to.”

CO Heffernan said there is a simple
checklist to follow to ensure you are
safe to travel.

“It's important to be aware of the
weather conditions, Fire Danger Rat-
ings and Total Fire Ban declarations
in the areas you are travelling through
each day this summer,” CO Heffernan
said.

“Its a good idea to download the
VicEmergency app, check the CFA web-
site and listen to local radio for warn-
ings and updates.

“Within the app you can set up watch
zones for the location you're visiting,
that way you will receive a notification
for any fires or other emergency inci-
dents in that area.”

Should conditions change, Victorians
should be prepared to alter their travel
plans.

“On hot, dry and windy days, have a
back-up location to visit that is not in a
high-risk bushfire area,” CO Heffernan
said.

“If you're staying in a high-risk bush-
fire area, the safest option is to leave
the night before or early in the day on a
Catastrophic or Extreme day.

“We know grassfires can move at
speeds of up to 25km per hour, faster
than you can run, and can jump high-
ways in the right conditions - so we
need everyone to be well alert.”

Victorians should reconsider travel
on days of Extreme Fire Danger Rating
and those camping and hosting barbe-
cues must be aware of what they can
and can’t do during a Total Fire Ban
day.

“Check CFA's Can I, Can’t I? guide on
our website for more information to en-
sure you are protecting yourselves and
your families.

“If you plan to have a campfire this
summer, check the conditions, always
have a person near it and fully extin-
guish it with water before leaving or go-
ing to bed.”

Traveller safety tips:

* For all travel safety tips including the
checklist, visit: cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-
prepare/before-and-during-a-fire/
leave-early/staying-safe-when-you-
travel.

Learn about the new Australian Fire
Danger Rating System on the CFA
website.

Check the four-day Fire Danger Pe-
riod forecast for your area.
Download the VicEmergency app for
real-time updates about emergencies
across Victoria or visit emergency.vic.
gov.au.

Reconsider travel through bushfire
risk areas on ‘Extreme’ days and do
not travel to bushfire risk areas on
days of a ‘Catastrophic’ Fire Danger
Rating.

Stay informed and, be prepared and
pack some essential items so youre
ready to leave when you need to.

Leongatha mural success

PROJECT manager for the
recently completed Leongatha
Railway Precinct mural Mela-
nie Caple is delighted by the
way in which the community
has embraced the vast art-
work.

The mural depicting local
flora and fauna, and created
by Brisbane Artist Ash Taylor,
measures about 56 metres
across the front and four me-
tres high, with the design’s to-
tal length close to 70 metres.

Melanie is confident the suc-
cessful project has demon-
strated to local artists that they
can achieve such works.

“Being able to see a profes-
sional female artist managing a
site like that will hopefully in-
spire artists,” Melanie said.

While she understood some
community members being
disappointed the mural wasn't
created by a local artist, the
project manager explained that
the complex work required
specialist skills.

“You almost have to be tick-
eted like a construction work-
er, so you need a White Card,
and you also need an Elevated
Work Platform Licence which
allows you to use boom lifts
and scissor lifts,” Melanie said.

On top of those requirements,
public liability insurance is es-
sential.

Melanie added that while

=

r—“ff

A

ke 3

m— e
= e

-

;Q%"‘h{f“

Project manager Melanie Caple, observer Eirian Chapman and artist Ash Taylor with the
completed mural in the Leongatha Railway Precinct.

Ash isn't a local, the art
ist ensured her design was
appropriate for its setting.

“The way she approaches her
work and subject matter was
empathetic and sensitive to the
South Gippsland landscape, so
it works well in that sense that
once people saw Ash on site
and how the mural was taking
place they could see those ben-
efits,” Melanie said.

The idea for the railway pre-
cinct mural came to mind two
years ago, with Melanie saying
it has been interesting to see
the increased interest in art in
South Gippsland over the past
few years.

Council was approached
about the possibility of support-
ing the mural initiative.

However, Melanie explained
there were complicating factors.

For the project to be possible,
the building’s owners needed to
be on side.

The fact VicTrack and coun-
cil each own part of the railway
precinct site added to the com-
plexity.

“There was quite a lot of nego-
tiation to get to the point where
they said, ‘Yep, we think it's
great, let's work together on it’,”
Melanie said.

She enjoyed working with
council, which hadn’t previous-
ly done an arts project on such
a scale.

“It was nice to be able to
bring my experience of large-
scale public work and deliv-
er it at home,” Melanie said,

having acted as a conduit be-
tween council and the artist
to make sure everything ran
smoothly.

Eirian Chapman, herself an il-
lustrator with an interest in mu-
ral art, acted as an observer for
Ash, having the correct licences
to help in the event anything
went wrong,

Ash’'s mural was chosen from
three shortlisted designs, artists
having been called on to base
their concepts on the theme of
‘Leongatha and its Landscape’.

Funding came from the $6
million Great Southern Rail
Trail Railway Precincts Project
allocation that includes both
Federal and Victorian Govern-
ment support, with the Leon-
gatha mural costed at $50,000.

No excuse to Ieave Campﬁres burning
T 2

IT'S ALL-hands-on-deck for
Parks Victoria, the Conserva-
tion Regulator and Forest Fire
Management Victoria to ensure
parks and forests stay open,
clean and safe as this bushfire
season coincides with the holi-
day season — the busiest period
for people seeking adventure in
the great outdoors.

With around 10 per cent of
bushfires caused by campfire
negligence each year, Autho-
rised Officers have increased
patrols across Victoria’s parks,
forests and reserves.

Despite recent wet weather
across Victoria, campfires can
still easily turn into bushfires
when left unattended or not put
out properly. Many people in-
correctly attempt to extinguish
campfires with soil, or with-
out enough water to extinguish
them completely. Fires that have
not been properly extinguished
can smoulder under soil for
several days and reignite with
the right conditions.

Parks Victoria is already ex-
pecting more than 85,000
campers following 34,054 book-
ings made at campsites across

Don’t let your campfire become a bushfire is the message
for holidaymakers heading into Victoria’s parks this summer.

Victoria this season. With this
number set to grow as we bring
in the New Year, it's crucial visi-
tors understand campfire safe-
ty is their responsibility.

* Before you light a fire, check
fire restrictions. Can you
have a campfire? Is it a day
of Total Fire Ban? Download
the VicEmergency app to stay
informed.

* Use a purpose-built fireplace

if available, otherwise dig a

trench at least 30cm deep.
* Always follow the designated
rules of your campsite. In na-
tional parks, fires can only be
lit in purposebuilt fireplaces
unless marked otherwise.
The campfire must not ex-
ceed one square metre, and
three metres above and
around your fire must be
clear of flammable material.

* Branches and logs on your
campfire must be no longer
than one metre.

* Never leave a campfire unat-
tended - an adult must al-
ways stay within a 50-metre
line of sight.

e Campfires must be extin-
guished with at least 10 li-
tres or several buckets of
water every time you leave
the site, even for a short
while.

e If the remains of the camp-
fire, including coals, are cool
to touch, it is safe to leave.

* All rubbish must be taken
home with you, not burned.
People who breach camp-

fire regulations on public

land face on-the-spot fines
of 8577 or a maximum pen-
alty of 819,231 if the matter
is prosecuted in court. The
maximum penalty for lighting
or maintaining a fire during

a Total Fire Ban is $46,154

and/or two years in jail. Re-

port unattended campfires to

Parks Victoria on 13 19 63 or

the Conservation Regulator

on 136 186 or call 000 to re-
port a bushfire.

The economic value of Women's Health Services highlighted

A LANDMARK report has
shed light on the economic val-
ue of Women's Health Services
(WHS) to Victoria, underscoring
the critical need for sustained
government funding beyond
2023-24.

Conducted by Impact Eco-
nomics and Policy, the Return
on Equity - Health and eco-
nomic dividends from investing
in WHS report reveals the long-
term economic benefits of in-
vesting in women’s health, from
reducing cost pressures on the
healthcare system to improving
workforce participation.

“Ongoing investment in an
equitable health system that
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benefits women in rural, re-
gional and remote areas con-
tinues to be a critical objective
for Gippsland Women’s Health,”
Gippsland Women’s Health CEO
Kate Graham said.

“The benefits of the funding
boost to (WHS) over the past
two years has generated greater
opportunities across the region
and enabled an increased fo-
cus on meeting the challenges
women face in accessing timely
and contemporary health ser-
vices and living a life free from
violence.

“The report clearly highlights
the value and return on invest-
ment that sustained funding for

(WHS) can provide. The report
highlights the direct and indirect
contribution that (WHS) make
to a range of health and safety
indicators and outcomes that
benefit the Victorian economy
and the health system.

“Maintaining (WHS) and equi-
table funding for women is cru-
cial in ensuring women and girls
can lead safe and healthy lives.”

The report found that WHS
have directly and indirectly con-
tributed to Victoria’s superior
performance across a range of
outcomes, with significant ben-
efits to the economy and health
system.

These benefits included less

women experiencing violence,
fewer teenage pregnancies,
healthcare cost savings due to
lower rates of sexually transmit-
ted infections, and a reduction
in long term mental ill-health.

To safeguard the progress and
benefits generated by WHS, it is
imperative to maintain funding
in the 2024-25 Victorian budget.

The work of Women’s Health
Services does not just ben-
efit women. It delivers signifi-
cant benefits for all Victorians,
through fostering more inclu-
sive communities, reducing cost
pressures on the health care
system, and improving work-
force participation.



Why now for Coal Creek consultation?

WITH South Gippsland
Shire Council to open con-
sultation on the future of
Coal Creek Community Park
and Museum next month,
including the prospect of
closure as one of a trio of
options, the Sentinel-Times
asked why that consultation
wasn’t done before post-pan-
demic improvements to the
attraction.

Council’s manager of
economy community and in-
vestment Christian Stefani
chatted about the timing
of reaching out to the com-
munity for its views on Coal
Creek.

He explained that during
the pandemic, council was
run by administrators, with
a special election then held
and the newly elected coun-
cil having to initially concen-
trate on broader issues.

Christian said developing
a Community Vision and
Council Plan, both of which
required extensive commu-
nity consultation, formed the
key initial focus for the newly
elected council.

“That was the focus, to take
in not a single agenda item
but look at the community to
understand what the aspira-
tions were,” Christian said.

He noted that after the
Community Vision and Coun-
cil Plan were in place, coun-
cil created its Arts, Culture
and Creative Industry Strat-
egy, saying that part of that
process involved consultants
considering the situation at

Coal Creek Community Park and Museum team lead
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Shire Council’s manager of economy community and investment Christian Stefani with Coal
Creek’s refurbished rotunda. AO1 5223

Coal Creek and the relevant
issues and opportunities.

Christian said the Arts,
Culture and Creative Indus-
tries Strategy identified the
need for further consultation
in relation to Coal Creek,
stressing that is what council
is now undertaking.

“Our role as officers has

been to operate the park as
best we can within budget and
business objectives and we've
been doing that,” he said.
“Our focus has been, let's
get the park open, safe and
appealing, and I think we've
done that successfully.”
Christian  stressed that
while ceasing operations at

Coal Creek is one option put
forward in a recently released
Discussion Paper on its fu-
ture, revitalisation or new di-
rection are other options out-
lined and that council is open
to everyone’s feedback.

“It's not showing a leaning
towards one option,” he said
of the Discussion Paper.

Stakeholders share thoughts on South Gippsland’s future

SOUTH Gippsland Shire
Council held a round table
breakfast event recently for a
mix of stakeholders with this
year’s event having a focus on
managing growth.

Council’s manager of econo-
my community and investment
Christian Stefani spoke about
the value of the event and the
reason for the chosen focus.

“There are growth pressures
that we experience in rural com-
munities, and we've got the off-
shore renewable wind energy
proposals that are being dis-
cussed at the moment,” Chris-
tian said, alluding to future proj-
ects to generate energy in Bass
Strait off South Gippsland.

He noted that will create great
opportunities and impacts for
South Gippsland Shire and the
broader Gippsland region.

STEPUPTO

JOIN

Christian explained the stake-
holder breakfast was run in
the context of likely significant
growth in terms of investment
and development, noting there
will be associated pressures
such as attracting sufficient em-
ployee numbers.

Round table attendees con-
tributed their ideas on the is-
sues and opportunities they see.

“We had about 80 participants
representing various agencies of
government and public sector,
hospitals, aged care, schools,
small business and community
associations,” Christian said.

The audience heard presenta-
tions on renewable energy and
the offshore wind energy pro-
posals being considered, with
Barry Beach Marine Terminal
representatives outlining poten-
tial port developments.

Director at Leongatha Chil-
dren’s Centre Paula Holt was at
the stakeholder breakfast.

“It was awesome,” she said,
having enjoyed the chance to
mix with people from different
industries.

“We spoke a lot about employ-
ment and the perceived job va-
cancies that we will have once
the windfarm comes to the re-
gion,” Paula said, adding there
are expectations of a massive
boom.

During the round table gath-
ering, she chatted about the
severe shortage of early child-
hood educators and the shift to
training locals rather than being
reliant on outsiders to move to
the area.

Burra Steel's Russell McNally
outlined similar challenges fac-
ing the business, with employees

2024

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY
SUNDAY 3 MARCH

tending to come from outside
South Gippsland Shire, lead-
ing to some workshopping
of ideas to help recruit from
within.

Paula was glowing in her
praise of the round table event
and the chance it gave commu-
nity members to look ahead.

“It left us feeling energetic and
enthused about the future of
South Gippsland,” she said.

“We're feeling supported and
fortunate that we've got a coun-
cil that's looking forward.”

Mayor Clare Williams stressed
the importance of the round ta-
ble feedback council gained.

“Hearing about everyone’s

challenges and opportunities
and how we can all work togeth-
er to come out with some really
good outcomes, it's amazing,”
she said.

Mayor’s
Message

Faran i G pyealamad

Cr Clare
Williams

HELLO South Gippsland.

As 2024 rapidly approaches we re-
flect on the achievements and chal-
lenges of the past year. As we cel-
ebrate the festive season, let’s not
only celebrate the warmth and joy it
brings but also reflect on the growth
and resilience that have marked our
journey through the year.

This year marked important ac-
complishments including the com-
pletion of the Great Southern Rail
Trail, one of Victoria’s longest trails
stretching from Nyora to Port Welsh-
pool, offering an abundance of beau-
tiful spots for community walking,
bike rides and events.

We also saw the development of the
Coastal Strategy, which continues to
be important for addressing sustain-
able land use as demand for residen-
tial and commercial development in-
creases; tackling climate change risk
and ageing infrastructure.

The Korumburra Community Hub
was also completed, providing a
beautiful multipurpose building. It
holds the local Myli Community Li-
brary, Milpara Community House,
Korumburra and District Historical
Society, meeting spaces and con-
sulting rooms, kitchen facilities for
catering purposes, and will soon be
home to a second customer service
counter for Council services.

We saw creative endeavours flour-
ish including our local ArtCubes
which have brought accessible, cre-
ative spaces to various locations
across South Gippsland. The Leon-
gatha Railway Precinct Mural was
finished by the talented Ash Tay-
lor. We also saw Coal Creek hold
THREADS, Southern Lights Festi-
val, All Hallow’s Eve, and Carol’s at
the Creek.

As we bid farewell to the year, let’s
cherish these accomplishments made
possible by our supportive commu-
nity, volunteers and dedicated staff.

Council offices will close over the
Christmas period and reopen on
Tuesday, January 2 at 10am. Coun-
cil staff will be available on the
phone and online from 8.30am.

Please stay safe over the Christmas
holidays, exercise caution on our
roads and use this time of year to
celebrate with loved ones. If you can,
check on your neighbours in a genu-
ine and loving way, especially those
who are alone.

From all of us at Council, Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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Gippslanders
Important
contribution to
antibiotic study

HUNDREDS of patients in Gippsland were
involved in a major antibiotic study that
Latrobe Regional Health (LRH) was part of,
which found less is more when it comes to
patients using antibiotics at the time of hav-
ing hip and knee surgery.

The Australian Surgical Antibiotic Prophy-
laxis (ASAP) trial aimed to discover whether
adding additional antibiotics at the time of
surgery would help prevent infections such
as golden staph.

But the trial revealed current best practice
is the way to go, because adding a second an-
tibiotic called vancomycin did not reduce in-
fection rates, compared to the use of a single
antibiotic called cefazolin.

In those patients having a knee replace-
ment, the incidence of infection was slightly
higher when adding vancomycin but re-
searchers are yet to find out why.

These findings were recently published in
one of the world’s most respected medical
publications, the New England Journal of
Medicine.

LRH played a significant role in the three-
year trial, having recruited 369 patients out of
the 4113 participants across 11 hospitals in
Victoria, New South Wales and Queensland.

LRH principal investigator Dr Peter Re-
hfisch said the trial was made possible be-
cause hundreds of patients in Gippsland,
and thousands in Australia, agreed to be part
of important research.

“Post-operative infection is one of the most
serious complications that occurs in a small
number of patients having a hip or knee re-
placement,” Dr Rehfisch said.

“This trial was designed to see whether we
could find good evidence that we could re-
duce the likelihood of infection occurring by
changing the current antibiotic treatment.

“But the results do suggest the single an-
tibiotic that is currently used for infection
prevention in Australia in this type of surgery
appears to be the safest and most effective
option.”

More than 65,000 knee and 53,000 hip
joint replacements were performed in Aus-
tralia in 2022, and with an ageing population
this is projected to exceed 250,000 each year
by 2030, according to Monash University.

Phillip Island’s
tourism boost

NEW data revealed tourism spending
in the state has hit a new record high of
almost $37 billion in the year ending Sep-
tember 2023.

Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major
Events Steve Dimopoulos celebrated the
sector’s growth from strength to strength
as the latest data is the third consecutive
record result for Victoria.

Release by Tourism Research Australia
(TRA) last week, the figures were driven
by continued strong demand in the do-
mestic market coupled with the recovery
of international travel — cementing Victo-
ria’s stature as the nation’s major events
and cultural capital.

Every tourism region across Victoria ex-
perienced boosted domestic visitor expen-
diture compared to 2019, including Phil-
lip Island that saw a 64 per cent visitor
expenditure increase.

Victoria’s top two international markets
for expenditure were China, which sur-
passed $1 billion for the first time since
2019 and now sits at $1.6 billion, and In-
dia at $444 million.

The record tourism figures have been
supported by a blockbuster major and
business events calendar and Visit Victo-
ria’s campaigns Stay close, go further and
Get Set — Melbourne. Combined, these
campaigns had reached almost 18 mil-
lion people in the year ending September
2023.

The momentum is set to continue in
2024 as Visit Victoria keeps marketing
the State on the world stage and with ma-
jor events such as the recently announced
Matildas versus Uzbekistan match, the
Australian Open and the Grand Prix all
happening in the first quarter of 2024.

KELLY Packham’s creativity

and I'm really puttlng myself

Kelly is Proud to be a Chef finalist

and passion for food has led
to her being chosen as one of
32 finalists from all over Aus-
tralia for the Proud to be a
Chef 2024 competition.

‘Proud to be a Chef” aims to
fast-track the careers of ap-
prentice chefs through a fast-
paced mentoring program.

The program is an all-ex-
penses paid, four-day event
taking place in Melbourne
in February 2024, with one
standout finalist winning a
culinary scholarship.

Hopeful third year appren-
tice chefs put forward their
best recipes to enter into the
competition.

Beneath the Lemon Myrtle
Tree, was the recipe for a
sweet dish that Kelly put for-
ward:

An inspired dish of visual de-
light of greens, yellows earthy
tones and creamy whites that
will take your tastebuds on a
journey through zingy lemon,
crunchy textures, smooth
creaminess, all while enjoying
the taste of a beautiful Austra-
lian native. The Lemon Myrtle
Tree.

“It's an amazing plant. All
the leaves and the flowers, ev-
erything on it is edible,” Kelly
explained.

When Kelly got the call to
say she was a finalist, she was
at work, at the Korumburra
Hospital, dishing up meals.

“I was just hysterical,” she

8

Kelly Packham (on right) with Kelly Smith who has been
an inspirational, encouraging and energising teacher to Ms

Packham.

exclaimed.

“I think being an older ap-
prentice you kind of doubt
yourself a little bit that you've
still got it.”

Kelly has cooked all her life,
even as a child, and loves to
get creative in the kitchen; her
speciality is baking and deco-
rating cakes and she is look-
ing forward to meeting other

passionate foodies in the
Proud to be a Chef program.

On the last day, along with
the other finalists, Kelly will
have two hours to cook her
dish which then has to be
served on two plates and they
must be identical.

“I'm just honoured to be
able to do it,” she said.

“I feel like I've come so far

first these days.”

As a mother to five children
and a grandmother at 46, go-
ing back to TAFE and doing
an apprenticeship was some-
what daunting for Kelly, but
she hasn’t looked back.

“It was a big deal going
back to TAFE, but my teach-
er, Kelly Smith, is the most
incredible teacher, inspiring,
everything, she has changed
my life.”

“She is everything behind
why I want to do what I do,
because she just is so bloody
inspiring.”

Kelly also started working
with the Korumburra Hos-
pital four years ago and be-
gan her apprenticeship three
years ago, recently became a
fully qualified chef, and now
will step into a managerial
role.

“I love where I work, I love
where I am in the hospital
and with my team behind
me.”

While Kelly loves prepar-
ing food that helps to make
people feel better, she is also
looking forward to unleash-
ing her creativity in cookery.

“I don't know where my
journey will take me but I'm
a creative person and I just
can’'t wait to go to this com-
petition - see what it's about
and just meet so many peo-
ple from around Australia,”
she said.

The Sticks Kilcunda. Photos: Peter Clarke.

A space designed by a local collaborative of award-

winning creatives.

A vibrant sense of community at The Sticks Kilcunda

A vibrant hub of community focused activity.
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THE six boutique retail
pods interconnected by an
infill of open spaces known
as The Sticks Kilcunda held
their grand opening to the
Bass Coast community last
week welcoming an influx of
support for the sensitively
crafted precinct.

Manager of the complex
Lauren Russo shared that
three of the stores opened
their doors for a soft open-
ing on Wednesday, December
20, including Pod 1 - Udder
& Hoe, Pod 6 - Cove Boutique
and on the Terrace - Licca
Lucca from 1pm until 5pm.

The others including Pod 4
- Hair Vision by Holly - Book-
ings by appointment and In
Pod 3 - Sophie Fletcher De-
signs are holding a summer
pop up 10am-5pm until Jan-
uary 31.

Stores that opened Friday,
December 22 are a sum-
mer pop up in Pod 2 — Copper
Door Kilcunda open 10am-
5pm until January 31, and
in Pod 5 - Above and Beyond
Bookkeeping which is by
appointment.

“We had a wonderful turn-
out with a beautiful energy
shared with locals,” said
Lauren.

The precinct was designed
by a local collaborative of

award-winning creatives -
Branch (architects), Orchard
Design (landscape architects)
and The Set (design and inte-
riors).

For decades, Kilcunda has
been Bass Coast’'s own little
secret — a sleepy picturesque
coastal town, visitors would
stop for coffee, enjoy the view,
and pass through on their
travels.

Locals have long been aware
of Kilcunda’s unique energy
and cultural pull. In recent
years there has been a shift
that suggests the secret is out,
with the town emerging as a
popular destination for trav-
ellers.

A series of landscaped ex-
ternal spaces link together to
form a town square of sorts,
a space to linger with a latte,
chat with a neighbour, engage
with community events, pick
up locally produced goods; or
partake in some retail thera-
py-

The Sticks Kilcunda offer
short-term pop-up style op-
portunities for local and non-
local designers and creatives
and will also offer a variety of
programs and events catering
to the ever-expanding coastal
village. For leasing or general
enquires email: info@thes-
tickskilcunda.com



Wonthaggi Toyota

USED VEHICLE SPECIALS

2017 Hyundai Accent Sport

17,990 2~

77,790kms, 6 speed sports auto hatch

SN: W101619

L} NN

~7

2013 Volkswagen Pol-o

77T1SI1 Comfortline 6R
DRIVE

1 1 ,99 AWAY

126,934kms, 6 speed manual hatch
SN: W101086

FINANCE
AVAILABLE

Leongatha Toyota

USED VEHICLE SPECIALS

- FINANCE ‘.-
AVAILABLE | *:

2021 Isuzu MU-X LS-U

DRIVE
46,990 Wi
96,904kms, 6 speed CVT auto 4x4
SUV SN: L101112

2022 Ford Ranger XLT
71,990 R

29,341kms, 10 speed CVT auto 4x4
double cab CAN 385

Wonthaggi Toyota

346 Bass Highway,
Wonthaggi VIC 3995

T (03) 56721722

LMCT 8179
wonthaggitoyota.com.au

2016 Mitsubishi ASX LS XB

20 990 DRIVE
7 AWAY
125,501kms, 6 speed CVT auto SUV
SN: W101672

2012 Holden
Commodore Z Series VE

17,990 Wi

7 AWAY
146,930kms, 6 speed sports auto
wagon SN: W101690

2019 Toyota Hilux SR5

46,990 i

176,260kms, 6 speed CVT auto 4x4
double cab SN: L101094

2019 Toyota ™
Corolla Ascent Sport

26’99 DRIVE

AWAY

23,319kms, 10 speed CVT auto
hatch SN: L101089

Leongatha Toyota
7-13 Hughes Street,
Leongatha VIC 3953

T (03) 5662 2302

LMCT 8179
leongathatoyota.com.au

Toyota Finance

B Toyota Used Cars

2018 Volkswage Passat
132TSI Comfortline

24,9903
107,566kms, 7 speed auto wagon
SN: W1015§O

FINANCE (| ™~
AVAILABLE | %

2022 Mazda
CX-30 G25 Astina DM

40,9902

7 AWAY
13,695kms, 6 speed sports auto SUV
SN: W101660

2017 Holden Commodore
RSV Sportwagon

26,990 v

73,799kms, 9 speed auto AWD
wagon SN: L101088

2020 Ford Ranger

Wildtrak PX Mk 11

5 2 99 DRIVE
7 AWAY

75,53%ms, 6 speed CVT auto 4x4
double cab SN: L101113

2019 Mitsubishi
Eclipse Cross LS YA

27,990 %
70,733kms, 8 speed CVT auto SUV
SN: W101671

2021 Toyota Kluger Grande

77,990

7 AWAY
45,189%ms, 6 speed CVT auto SUV
BON 913

2021 Nissan
Qashqai ST-L J11 Series 3

28,990 awar

72,116kms, CVT auto SUV
SN: L101114

2023 Ford Ranger XLT

63,990 i

15,391kms, 10 speed CVT auto 4x4
double cab CID 687

OH WHAT A FEELING

* Disclaimer: If the price does not contain the notation that it is “Driveaway*”, the price may not include additional costs, such as stamp duty and other government charges.
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Photo of hooded plovers nesting

on the Bass Coast by Phillip Island
Nature Parks.

Here's how to be
a ‘Hoodie Hero’

SHOREBIRDS like the threatened
hooded plover, pied oystercatchers and
red capped plovers are nesting on Phil-
lip Island again and on beaches from
the Island to Waratah Bay.

Hooded plovers make their nest on a
sand shelf, giving it a better chance of
evading the high tides — one of the fac-
tors affecting the number of fledglings
each year, according to Phillip Island
Nature Parks.

You can help these species by keeping at
least 100 metres clear of roped refuges.

You can also volunteer to help by
joining PINP as a volunteer or citizen
scientist while the kids can help raise
awareness about the need to protect
our precious shorebirds by entering the
poster competition.

Find out how you can help at bit.
ly/3uGk4iO

Poster competition

This summer, Phillip Island Nature
Parks wants to inspire students on Phil-
lip Island to create a poster that encour-
ages all beach users to foster respect for
their local beaches and wildlife. Sum-
mer months are a busy peak holiday
season.

The poster competition is open from
December 1, 2023 through to April 30,
2024.

During the holidays, Phillip Island
welcomes thousands of visitors who
come here to surf, explore local attrac-
tions, nature reserves and trails, delight
their taste buds in local cafés and res-
taurants, and simply enjoy their time
with family and friends while soaking
up sun on a beach.

“Phillip Island is very fortunate so
many amazing species call it their
home,” said a spokesperson for PINP.

“And during summer months you
can help our precious and vulnerable
wildlife raise their young safely on our
shores.”

This year’s competition theme is “Be
a Hoodie Hero!”. Children are invited
to make a poster that will encourage
beachgoers to be aware of the nesting
shorebirds, to stay on formal pathways
and out of the dunes, to keep their dogs
on a lead in these areas and to demon-
strate what they do to become a Hoodie
Hero.

Entry is open to all children who re-
side on Phillip Island or San Remo, or
attend a Primary School on Phillip Is-
land or San Remo, from Prep to Grade 6
with two extra categories for students of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island de-
scent and students with special needs.

Entry categories include: Foundation
(Prep), Years 1 and 2, Years 3 and 4,
Years 5 and 6, students of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Island descent and
students with special needs.

What materials can be used? Any ma-
terial can be used, including paint, Tex-
tas, pencils, copyrightfree original pho-
tos and computer graphics.

How you can submit your poster en-
try: Please note: this year, PINP is only
accepting digital entries by email, no
hard copy can be accepted. Please scan
or photograph your poster and entry
form and email them to community@
penguins.org.au by 5pm on April 30,
2024.

Copy this link for details and access
to the poster entry form: penguins.
org.au/assets/About/community-news/
Sharing-Our-Shores/Share-Our-Shores-
Comp 2023.pdf

Doctor’s legacy lives on in donations

DR MICHAEL Bourke creat-
ed a lasting legacy over many
decades as a Leongatha GP
and his contribution to the re-
gion is living on.

Dr Bourke died aged 85
in January 2022 and in lieu
of flowers, his family asked
mourners to make donations
to Gippsland Southern Health
Service (GSHS).

His family recently present-
ed a Sara Stedy lifting ma-
chine and patient scales and
handrail to the health service.

“We knew he would have
wanted something more tan-
gible so in lieu of flowers, we
asked for a donation to the
hospital in memory of Mi-
chael,” his wife Thérese said.

The lifting machine enables
a single caregiver to assist pa-
tients or residents to perform
sit to stand transfers through-
out the day. The scales and
handrail can determine height
and body mass index (BMI) in
a single process.

Dr Bourke was a General
Practitioner in the Gippsland
region from 1964-2016 and co-
founder of the Leongatha Medi-
cal Group in 1966 where he
remained a partner until 2002.

He continued to work as a
locum until 2016 and was a
regional geriatrician with the
South Gippsland Aged Care
Service and medical officer of
Woorayl Shire (now known as
South Gippsland Shire Coun-
cil).

He was made a Life Gover-
nor of Leongatha Hospital and

machine and patient scales and handrail to the Gippsland
Southern Health Service.

was also a board member and
chair of Woorayl Lodge Aged
Care for 30 years along with a
Life Governor.

Mrs Bourke said Leongatha
and GSHS were close to her
husband’s heart.

“We came here in 1964 and
raised our five children here.
He was a real dynamo and
loved his work and the Leon-
gatha community. There was
never any thought of moving,
Michael spent a lot of his time
at the hospital and greatly
valued the dedicated nursing
staff.

“He along with his former
partners; Dr Alec Bennet, Dr

Ron Eagger, Dr Mario Croatto
and Dr Kee Chiam advocated
for more visiting specialists to
the region, to extend the range
of local services available to
their patients.”

Following his retirement
from the Leongatha Medical
Group in 2002, along with
continuing to do session-
al work in the practice, Dr
Bourke was kept busy as a lo-
cum, spending time support-
ing country practices because
he knew how difficult it was to
get doctors in these areas.

Mrs Bourke said she would
like to encourage others to
consider making donations in

Dr Bourke,
GP for many decades, died
in January 2022 and in lieu
of flowers his family asked
mourners to make donations
to Gippsland Southern Health
Service.

a Leongatha

times of bereavement.

His daughter Sarah added
that the family was pleased to
make the contribution.

“I think dad would feel very
happy to continue making a
positive contribution to a place
that was so dear to his heart,
through equipment to help the
day to day a bit easier for staff
and patients” she said.

Dr Bourke also had a deep
passion for horse racing that
led to a 50-year stint as a com-
mittee member of Stony Creek
Racing Club from 1960-2010
and a term as president from
1994-1996. He was made a
life member in 2003.

Keep encounters with fl

WITH Grey-headed Flying-
foxes travelling great distances
to find food, Victorians may be
encountering these vulnerable
visitors in backyards and pub-
lic places.

“On average, Grey-headed Fly-
ing-foxes fly about 10 kilome-
tres from their roost site nightly
to find food, but they have been
recorded travelling much fur-
ther,” said Leila Brook, Senior
Wildlife Officer at the Depart-
ment of Energy, Environment
and Climate Action (DEECA).

“Eating fruit and nectar, they
play an important part in eco-
systems, pollinating native trees
and dispersing seeds.”

In early summer flying-foxes
have young pups. This species
are slow breeders, producing
one young a year.

“Mothers and pups may be
particularly vulnerable to dis-
turbance, periods of high heat,
and lack of food,” said Ms
Brook.

“When females are stressed or
malnourished they may not be
able to care for their young who
may drop to the ground.”

A0

ying-foxes fleeting

£ y

Keep your distance from bats if you encounter them, and
let them rest, even if they are on the ground or low on a tree.

Only trained, vaccinated
wildlife rescuers should han-
dle flying-foxes. If someone is
scratched, bitten or exposed to
bat saliva, seek urgent medical
attention. Contact the Depart-
ment of Health for further ad-
vice on 1300 651 160. If your
pet has interacted with a flying-
fox, contact your local vet.

If you see flying-foxes, remem-
ber:

* Keep your distance and let

them rest, even if they are on

the ground or low on a tree.
* Avoid disturbing flying-foxes
— sudden noise such as clap-
ping or beeping horns can
startle them.
Don't handle them. If you find
a flying-fox on the ground,
call a local vaccinated wildlife
rescuer to assist. While flying-
foxes may carry rare disease,
risk is avoided by not touch-
ing bats.

this summer

* To find a local rescuer, call
136 186, use DEECAS online
Help for Injured Wildlife tool
wildlife.vic.gov.au/injured-na-
tive-wildlife/help-for-injured-
wildlife or call Wildlife Victo-
ria on 8400 7300.

Protect backyard fruit trees
using compliant wildlife-
friendly netting. For more in-
formation on wildlife-friendly
netting visit, wildlife.vic.gov.
au/managing-wildlife/wildlife-
and-fruit-trees

Grey-headed Flying-foxes are
protected by law in Victoria and
it is illegal to harass, injure, or
disturb them. Offenders face
maximum penalties between
$3846 and $48,077 or 12
months in jail.

The Conservation Regula-
tor relies on community infor-
mation to investigate wildlife
crime, including disturbance
of native bats. Reports can be
made to Crime Stoppers Victo-
ria on 1800 333 000.

To find out more about Victo-
rian flying-foxes, see: wildlife.
vic.gov.au/our-wildlife/flying-
foxes

New COVID booster will protect you, your family and your friends

PEOPLE eligible for a COVID
vaccine booster are being urged
to take advantage of the new
vaccines now available.

The latest XXB 1.5 vac-
cines provide better protection
against the COVID-19 strains of
the virus now in the community.

Bass Coast Health CEO Jan
Child said with the summer
holidays upon us, now is the
perfect time for people to up-
date their vaccination status to
give the best chance of staying
safe during the holiday season.

“We have been seeing many
more cases of COVID in the

14 | WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27,2023 | SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES

health service from our com-
munity and illness can be severe
and long-lasting, particularly
among people who are elderly
or who have compromised im-
mune systems,” she said.

Eligible people are advised
to have a booster if it's been
six months or more since their
last vaccination or COVID-19
infection.

For people with risk factors,
such as a compromised im-
mune system, a booster is rec-
ommended if theyre aged 75
and over, and should be con-
sidered if theyre aged 18-74

years.

For people without risk fac-
tors, a booster is recommend-
ed if they're aged 75 and over,
and should be considered if
they're aged 65-74 years.

To receive the best protec-
tion against serious illness or
death from COVID-19, eligible
people should receive all rec-
ommended doses appropri-
ate for their age or individual
health needs.

Vaccinations are available
from select pharmacists and
from some GP’s.

People can also reduce their

risk of inadvertently spreading
COVID-19 by following public
health measures such as stay-
ing home when unwell and
symptomatic; avoiding crowd-
ed indoor spaces; wearing a
properly-fitting mask; cov-
ering your mouth when you
cough and sneeze; disposing
of tissues carefully; regularly
washing and sanitising your
hands; and cleaning surfaces
that are commonly touched by
people.

Rapid Antigen Tests can be
obtained from council service
centres.



Be Your Best Award - Freya Bennett
and Nikki Gatherum.

Bass Valley Primary School
students bemg thelr best

THE Grade 6 students at
Bass Valley Primary School
(BVPS) celebrated their
graduation from primary
schooling recently with a
final assembly and gradua-
tion evening at Maru Koala
and Animal Park. Most of
the students started their
school career at BVPS and
celebrated many successes
along the way.

Families and friends
joined the students at the
school assembly where

scholarships and awards
were handed to some Grade
6 students for their out-
standing efforts and atti-
tudes throughout the year
and their entire school
year. All students were

CWA Citizens Award -
Harley Wesley.

Lh— £ |||"-1|-'.
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STEAM excellence awards — Ned and
CIliff Schellekens.

Award -

=3

-
Y Physical Education Achievement

Paige O’Brien and Chelsea

Stephens.

Lions Club Award recipients Lizzie Francis and Sean

Trebley.

introduced on the stage
by their teacher Mr Fergus
O’Connor and received their
booklets from Principal Ms
Sharon King.

The afternoon session at
Maru was enjoyed by stu-
dents and staff where they
sat for dinner, enjoyed a

game of mini golf together
and spent some time with
the resident birds, kanga-
roos, peacocks, a crocodile,
and reptiles. Students were
presented with gifts includ-
ing plants, graduation pens
and certificates to acknowl-
edge their achievements.

Assistant Principal’s Excellence Award -
Rubee White and Eliza Taranto.

Grade 6 students Steph
Jaskula and Paige O’Brien
summed up the student's
year with a poem they wrote
which highlighted their ex-
periences at Bass Valley PS.

Grade 6 teacher Mr
O’Connor congratulated the
students, saying they were
“a creative group with a
huge range of interests and
abilities which have been
shaped by the experiences
they have had both at school
and at home, we have had
some amazing highs and
been challenged along the
way as well.”

Mr O’Connor wished them
luck and ended with “Once a
Bass Valley student, always
a Bass Valley student.”

.-. - .ﬁ_‘ — -ﬂ

Principal’s Academic Achievement Award
— Miller Bardwell and Steph Jaskula.

Schoo

BASS Coast schools have
participated in two Bike Ed
Challenge events. The Bike
Ed Challenge utilises the
knowledge, skills, and atti-
tudes towards cycling safely
that riders have been devel-
oping in the Bike Ed pro-
grams at the schools.

Balance and bike control
activities in the Challenge
include riding in a straight
line, scanning for hazards,
riding slowly when approach-
ing hazards, negotiating un-
even surfaces, and simulated
hazardous materials such
as broken glass, as well as
knowledge of turns at traffic
lights and roundabouts.

One event was held at Won-
thaggi Primary School, and
included riders from Won-
thaggi North, St. Josephs’
School, and Powlett River
Primary, as well as Wonthaggi
Primary students. The other
Challenge was at Bass Valley
Primary, where about 50 rid-
ers took turns to go through
the course.

The Challenge activi-
ties were partly supervised
by students from the se-
nior classes, who not only
helped the activities run

smoothly, but also had the
task of identifying riders
who were to receive awards
and prizes at the conclusion.
These prizes included gift
vouchers to Wheel Heat, the
Wonthaggi bike shop, as well
as bike computers, drink
bottle cages, head lights,
tail lights, bike repair tools,
puncture Kits, tyre levers,
handlebar grips, ride shirts
and caps and other goodies.
These were purchased from
a grant from the Department
of Transport and Planning,
and supplied by Wheel Heat,
an important sponsor of Bike
Ed for over a decade.

Don Turner, one of the or-
ganisers of the Challenges,
had strong praise for the
schools involved.

“I was very impressed with
the riding ability of the stu-
dents. It shows how effec-
tive the schools’ programs
have been. The level of con-
centration and skill the rid-
ers demonstrated is a credit
to the schools. I was really
pleased as well with the stu-
dents who supervised the ac-
tivities during the challenges,
and the way they chose rid-
ers for the prizes at the end

was outstanding.”

The schools have each im-
plemented their Bike Ed pro-
grams, mostly during Term 3
and Term 4, with volunteers
from the Phillip Island Bi-
cycle User Group, who are
trained Bike Ed Instructors
giving expert assistance.

The extra helpers enable
riders to develop their bike
skills in smaller groups,
while getting important feed-
back about progress. The
extra helpers are also able
to support inexperienced rid-
ers, sometimes for one-to-
one ‘learn to ride’ help.

One of the barriers to stu-
dents participating in Bike
Ed is access to a roadworthy
bike and helmet. This is over-
come by being able to bor-
row bikes and helmets from
a fleet owned by Wonthaggi
Blue Light. Schools can book
a trailer, which is delivered to
the school for the duration of
the Bike Ed program.

Each year, a handful of stu-
dents learn to ride for the
first time during the Bike Ed
program. The new confidence
this gives those students can
rub off to other aspects of
their wellbeing.

s show off their bike educatlon skllls

balance
during a slow ride with the
Bike Ed Challenge program.

Mia learning

2023 Alumni

Hamish Scothern
receiving his Gold Award from Scott
Chapman, CEO of the Royal Flying
Doctor Service Victoria.

Newhaven College’s
Duke of Edinburgh
Gold Awards

FOR over 30 years Newhaven College has
supported students to complete the inter-
nationally recognised Duke of Edinburgh
awards. Recently, seventy-six young Victo-
rians were celebrated for their outstand-
ing achievements, receiving the prestigious
Gold Award at The Duke of Edinburgh’s
International Gold Award Ceremony held at
Melbourne Town Hall.

The Gold Awards were presented by Scott
Chapman, CEO of the Royal Flying Doctor
Service Victoria. This ceremony acknowl-
edges the dedication of students who have
excelled in the highest levels of the program,
commemorating up to three years of com-
mitment across service, physical recreation,
skills, an adventurous journey and a resi-
dential project.

The Gold Award is the world’s leading
youth achievement accolade, helping young
people discover their purpose, passion, and
place in the world. Operating in over 120
countries, with more than eight million par-
ticipants globally, the Award has engaged
over 775,000 young Australians in the past
63 years. Research has demonstrated that
the Award enhances young people’s educa-
tional attainment, employability, health and
well-being, social inclusion, civic participa-
tion and environmental awareness.

“Each participant’s journey is unique but
one thing one that is clear is that the Award
provides a practical framework for young
Victorians to learn essential life skills and
enhance their educational and employment
opportunities,” said Sue Lloyd-Williams AO,
Chairman of the Board of Award in Victoria.

Gold Awardees that were recognised com-
pleted their Award through a diverse range
of over 30 Government and Independent
schools and community organisations from
around the state.

Representing Newhaven College was stu-
dent Hamish Scothern. When interviewed
about his Gold Award journey and the
impact it has had on his life, he reflected
on the impact of one experience, saying, “I
recently completed a Duke of Ed kayaking
camp on Lake Eildon, and it was an incred-
ible experience. The clean water and amaz-
ing natural surroundings provided a perfect
setting for adventure and learning, as we
navigated the lake’s waters. It was a fan-
tastic opportunity to connect with nature,
build relationships and physically challenge
yourself. These types of outdoor activities,
in my opinion, are vital for growth as a per-
son and developing an awareness of envi-
ronmental responsibility.”

These sentiments align with the overall
experience of this year’s Gold Awardees.
The majority expressed positive sentiments
about the program’s impact on their life and
opportunities. Surveys revealed that 86 per
cent of Gold Awardees believed The Award
expanded their opportunities, providing
early access to university, influencing their
career paths, or developing skills to en-
hance employability.

Year 11 student Mackenzie Wain also re-
ceived her Gold Award this year. Mackenzie
has recently joined the Australian Defence
Force and has been in training over the past
few months at Kapooka near Wagga Wagga.
The College is very proud of Mackenzie’'s
achievements while a student at Newhaven
College.

The Award program will continue in 2024
and beyond.
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Looking forward
to 2024

YOU want to look forward to 2024
with hope and optimism and cer-
tainly, the strong jobs market and
the prospect that home-loan inter-
est rates will stabilise and start to
come down later in the year are rea-
sons to be cheerful.

Hopefully, the Reserve Bank can
pick the right moment to ease inter-
est rates without killing the econo-
my and the Federal Government's
promised tax cuts can still be deliv-
ered without overheating the econo-
my again.

But there are still plenty of con-
cerns hovering over our heads,
many of these issues, such as the
shortage of housing, the state of our
roads, the amount of illicit drugs,
and the lack of police, teachers and
medical staff have local implica-
tions while others, such as the for-
gotten war in the Ukraine, the fear-
ful situation in the Middle East, and
sabre-rattling by China are of global
concern.

Also a worry is the way the State
Government’s debt has blown out,
as a result of the exploding costs
of its major projects, expected to
reach $177.8 billion by June 2027
and daily interest payments, if you
can get your head around it, of $24
million-a-day by 2026-27.

And that without delivering the
basics such as much-needed early
learning and childcare centres, for
growing areas like Bass Coast and
road maintenance, particularly in
regional areas, no doubt impacting
the rising road toll.

Wonthaggi, Inverloch and Foster
are on the list for new early learning
centres in the next few years, and
there’s also the government election
promise of the $290 million Stage
2 of Bass Coast Health’s Wonthaggi
hospital development, following on
from Phillip Island’s share of $675
million to build 10 community hos-
pitals across the state.

So, you probably can’'t complain.
But the state’s debt is a concern,
and you hope the Wonthaggi hos-
pital and basic infrastructure and
services aren’'t impacted by the debt
load.

Locally, a feature of 2024 will be
the local government elections due
in Bass Coast and South Gippsland
in October. Although it goes no
where near paying for the hours
councillors contribute weekly, from
December 18 this year, our council-
lors will receive an annual salary of
$32,232, plus relevant expenses.

Let’'s hope these issues of concern
turn our way in 2024 and also that
we attract some good candidates for
our council elections.

Municipal governance vulnerability

RECENT letters from Rob Parsons
and Helen Zervopoulos draw attention
to matters that came to a head during
the late lamented referendum; i.e., the
increasingly ‘inappropriate’ intrusion
of an extraneous minoritarian ideol-
ogy into our institutions that has not
just distorted their goals, but under-
mined their capacity to carry out their
core functions in a cost effective and
efficient manner... or for that matter,
make sound political judgements about
things like leadership.

Back in the late 1950s, a historian
by the name of C Northcote Parkinson
wrote a book on public administration
called ‘Parkinson’s Law’ whose main

What's the best thing that’s happened in 2023?

Kate Nardone

“I've just enjoyed being with
family and friends and taking
every opportunity to embrace
the small things in life.”

Gian Nardone

“Our Kilcunda holiday was a
standout, a holiday to unwind
and be along the coastline
with family.”

Massi Nardone

“I loved making bead
bracelets in the classroom at
school with my friends.”

Valen Nardone

“Having ice cream, playing
with my brother Massi and
going for a ride on a boat.”

thesis was, that ‘work expands to fill
the time available for its completion’.
The warning was that public adminis-
tration without very clear, disciplined
and productive goals was always vul-
nerable to takeover by process activ-
ism, where tick boxing and feel-good
symbolism was more important than
measurable outcomes.

Early in this century, Price, Water-
house and Cooper did a report on mu-
nicipal governance which very damn-
ingly pointed to a loss of management
control of ‘blue collar’ built and main-
tained physical assets in favour of warm
and fuzzy, sharing and caring ‘support-
ings’, full of expensive-to-maintain
graduate supernumerary functionaries,
facilitators and consultants. And while
as a result of the report, measures were
taken to tighten asset management, the
‘soft services flab’ was left to not just
prosper, but became an easy target for
ideological opportunists to take over
and colonise, which is what has hap-
pened... bringing with them idiosyn-
cratic race and sexual agendas that
took no account of the interests of the
people who paid their fat salaries.

The results of the referendum put
the proponent clique and its flunkies
on notice that outside the inner cities,
they are neither popular nor approved
of. The polite silence that they took for
tacit support and permission to dictate
agenda broke cover and showed them
otherwise. And unless they pull their
heads in, a purge could be in the offing.

Christopher Eastman-Nagle, Grantville

It’'s our money Jan

HOW thoughtful of the Bass Coast
Shire Council with much prompting
from Cr Whelan to decide that they can
afford to forego our rate payer revenue
to fund their so called woke climate ac-
tion views. They don’t want to under-
stand that “it's not their money”, they
don’'t want to accept the stewardship
involved in handling other people’s
money.

The Local Government Act needs to
be changed to prevent councillors and,
for that matter council administrators
from taking financial decisions that
disadvantage rate payers. How about
a motion for our august councillors to
make up the financial loss. Would like
to see that happen but won't hold my
breath. Yet these people always stand
on their principle and ethics but have
little regard or respect or the views
of others. Very much our way or the
highway.

Que, “Westpac and their stinking
money”, how strikingly insulting of
that Institution and their depositors by
this Cr Whelan, expressing his person-
al view about the appropriateness or
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otherwise of their investments which is
inappropriate at a council meeting.

This “climate” action taken by the cur-
rent councillors on banking and their
pass the mayoral parcel games point to
a dysfunctional group lacking courage,
direction and independence, who have
not earnt the right to our support and
must go in 2024.

Rod Gallagher, Inverloch

New Year message

AS THE new year approaches and we
commence the holiday season I want to
take this opportunity to wish everyone a
safe and Happy New Year.

I hope that this holiday season will
provide an opportunity for all to spend
time with friends and family and enjoy
all that Gippsland has to offer.

As I reflect on another year as the
State Member for Gippsland South, I
am grateful for the continued support
of my electorate and for the opportu-
nity to continue to serve the people of
Gippsland South as we work together to
achieve a better future for all.

While 2024 is a new year, please be
assured that I will continue to advocate
on the matters that are important to the
people I represent — better roads, af-
fordable housing and policies that will
bring relief from the growing cost of liv-
ing.

May your New Year be filled with peace
and happiness.

Danny O’Brien MP, The Nationals
Member for Gippsland South

revive language, culture and re-estab-
lish ancient songlines points to an area
of understanding that Cr Darakai can
and should aim to develop during the
remainder of his term. The residents of
the shire are watching and perhaps he
does not realise how many are Aborigi-
nal and Torres Strait Islander who are
undoing a couple of centuries of delib-
erately divisive damage, supported by
successive administrative policy at all
levels of governance and who also know
that “racially divisive” actually looks
like and feels like. For too many it looks
like dead ends when looking for a great-
great father because that ancestor went
to their grave with the shame of being
removed and told not to practice their
culture in the place they had been forc-
ibly taken to become assimilated into
the system that Cr Darakai represents.
Can Cr Darakai imagine his family tree
coming to a blank at that point?

If you're going to invoke “racially di-
visive”, please understand what “race”,
racism and “divisiveness” is and is not,
first. Arts funding advocacy for a wider
range of non-First Nations artists needs
an argument and focus other than the
lazy “race” hook to do anyone justice.

Iznaya Kennedy, Stony Creek

From game to vermin

DUCKS in NSW have been turned from
a game species to a vermin species, with
thousands now being destroyed on rice
crops during the breeding season due
to crops being eaten out by ducks.

Jock, Outtrim

Advocating for artists

In response to the story about Cr Da-
rakai claiming that the Arts policy for
South Gippsland is “racially divisive”:

If anyone is going to go down the road
of identifying what is “racially divisive”
or “racist”, one would expect a person
in a position of responsibility in the
community to be quite familiar with the
concept of racism enough to know that
there is no such thing as “reverse rac-
ism”. Whilst Cr Darakai was not quoted
using the term “reverse racism”, this is
the concept he implied and it is only a
phrase coined by ignorance.

If he’d like to advocate for artists
from further afield contributing to the
streetscapes of the shire, he needs to
come up with a much better and sound
argument than one off the back of a re-
dundant idea. Equating arts funding
with the generational harms done to real
people who were pushed from the lands
on which he serves and upon which
traditional owners are working hard to

The ‘Sentinel-Times’ encourages readers to
write with issues of interest or concern but
letters that have a local reference point will
be given priority. Writers are also urged to be
brief where possible. Letters may be edited
for space and legal reasons, and must be
submitted with the author’s name and contact
details of which only the name and town
location will appear.
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Cartoons share prehistoric joy

CARTOONIST Zev Landes
has brought our local dino-
saurs to life.

His life-size creations were
viewed by the public for the
first time during the Inver-
loch Street Party on Thurs-
day, December 7 and he has
considered it a privilege to be
part of the Bass Coast Dino-
saur Trail project.

“It was a dream come true
to see the looks of pure joy
on people’s faces as they
walked into the exhibition,”
he said.

“My role on the Bass Coast
Dinosaur Trail team was to
learn all I could about Bass
Coast 125 million years ago,
get to know our own local
prehistoric creatures and
then bring them to life.”

The collection includes the
six heroes that people will
meet as they adventure along
the trail — the sloppy Koolas-
uchus, the armoured Ankylo-
saurus, the speedy Qantasau-
rus and the huge meat-eating
Megaraptors.

Zev based his work on the
random pieces of the jigsaw
puzzle that have been discov-
ered in Bass Coast.

He based his final designs
on these findings, matching
them with more complete
skeletons of similar animals
that have been discovered
around the world.

“Once we have a shape, I'm
able to work out what parts
to exaggerate for the car-
toon and what parts need to
be drawn accurately so you
know what animals it is,” he
said.

“From there, we have to
work out what colours and
patterns to make them. To
spark a connection with the
audience, I decided to use

Cartoonist Zev Landes with his creations for the Bass

Coast Dinosaur Trail.

brighter colours, big cheeky
eyes and I even gave some
of them eyebrows. I used the
power of cartoons to help
people fall in love with them.

Zev worked alongside local
palaeontologists to learn as
much about the local dino-
saurs as possible.

The project took six months
to complete.

“I wanted to capture what it
was that makes our dinosaur
special and wunique. Bass
Coast was once much further
south, so we have polar dino-
saurs,” he said.

“A lot of people don’'t know

what our dinosaurs are, and
I had some people come
into the exhibit (at the In-
verloch Street Festival) and
say things like ‘wow, it's a T-
Rex’. They then discovered
no, these are our dinosaurs.
These are ours, and they
lived and walked here. They
get to feel proud and curious
about them, which is what's
going to make the Dinosaur
Trail so incredible. It's excit-
ing to bring that to life.”

Zev has been drawing his
whole life, and in recent
years has worked overseas
to help conservationists,

scientists and institutions to
tell the stories of the impor-
tant work they do.

He has created education-
al material with grassroots
conservationists in the jun-
gles of Sri Lanka, to design-
ing exhibits and campaigns
with governments and major
NGOs.

Recently, he completed a
permanent exhibit for the
Melbourne Zoo.

He has called Bass Coast
his home since the pandemic.

“When COVID hit, it
changed our lives completely.
We were so lucky to end up
on Phillip Island,” he said.

“With the airports closed
and no way to get back to
work overseas, we found our
way to the coast.

“We have fallen in love
with the life here and have
no plans to leave. The Bass
Coast is our home.”

Zev expressed his gratitude
to Bass Coast Shire Council
for giving him the opportu-
nity to become involved in a
world-class level project in
his own backyard.

“I'm grateful to have the
chance to show what I've
been able to do on the world
stage at a local level to boost
creativity and inspire peo-
ple,” he said.

“I'm thankful to council for
getting on behind me and al-
lowing me to create the dino-
saurs. We are lucky to have
a council that supports the
arts and allows artists to con-
nect people with life and the
natural environment, which
is what the Dinosaur Trail
does.”

Into the future, Zev is look-
ing to be involved in more
local projects and events, in-
cluding the Whale Festival.

Specia

THE LIONS Anniversary
Garden in Korumburra was
officially opened on Monday
December 18, celebrating
75 years of Lions Clubs in
Australia.

Planning and work on the
garden took over a year, with
1st Vice District Governor
Lion Ian Davey and past Dis-
trict Governor and Korum-
burra Lion life member Norm
McPherson given the honour
of unveiling the plaque.

“We hope that by beautifying
this wayside stop on the west-
ern entrance to Korumburra,
locals and visitors alike will
enjoy the space,” Korumburra
Lion Janet Powell said.

The rejuvenation of the Li-
ons shelter, erected in 1999,
the addition of another picnic
table and the creation of this
Anniversary Garden has been
made possible by fund-rais-
ing efforts and a grant from
the South Gippsland Shire
Council.

Many Korumburra Lions
Club members and part-
ners witnessed the unveiling,
plus the presentation of the
Norm and May McPherson
2023 District Club of the Year
award.

The award was bestowed by
JIan Davey, with Korumburra
Lions Club the recipient for
the second year in a row, rec-
ognising its continued com-
munity work.

Zone Chair Lion Rod Jack-
son was also present, with

Celebratlon for Korumburra Lions
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There was a healthy turnout and a relaxed atmosphere for the opening of the Lions
Anniversary Garden in Korumburra.

all those assembled enjoying
light refreshments and the so-
cial occasion.

“Our team leader for the
project was Lion Jim Ahon
who selected a fabulous range
of plants to go in the garden,”
Janet said of another success-
ful project.

It was a team effort as Lion
Gavin Browning highlighted.

“Many hands make light
work,” he said.

Korumburra Lions, as with
other clubs, continue to live
by the motto ‘We Serve’.

RIGHT: Ian Davey and
Norm McPherson unveil
the plaque in Korumburra’s
Lions Anniversary Garden.

Sam Lennon showcased his artwork
at the Social Equity Art Show in the
Leongatha IPCC building recently.

Art show highlights
social equity

GIPPSLAND Southern Health Ser-

vice’s latest art show highlighted the
artistic skills of local people with dis-
ability.

The Social Equity Art Show at the
Leongatha IPCC building was staged
in honour of International Day of Peo-
ple with Disability on December 3.

The health service’s NDIS team in-
vited clients who enjoy art to make
contributions to the show.

Join the Labyrinth Walk

COME join the Labyrinth walk on New
Year’s Eve to reflect on your past year and
contemplate your personal and community
journey in the year ahead.

New Years Eve Labyrinth Walk will be held
on December 31 from 8pm until 10.30pm.

It is a free, family-friendly event, and par-
ticipants are encouraged to bring their own
chair or rug and a torch.

The Australian Labyrinth Network Inc.
member Lorraine Rodda will acknowledge
Elders and people of the Bunurong Boon
Wurrung and Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islanders present.

She will also give a heartfelt appreciation
of the work of the First Peoples Assembly,
the Voice of Victorian Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Peoples.

Joanne Cashman, a Veriditas-trained lab-
yrinth facilitator, will introduce participants
to a simple technique of mind-heart-emo-
tion balance that can be life-changing.

It can also be inspirational and transfor-
mative when walking with a specific inten-
tion.

Each person will be able to experience a
soundscape from her Tibetan Singing Bowl
before entering the labyrinth path, then the
sounds of the natural world will accompany
the walkers for the remainder of their walk.

Location directions: drive down Back
Beach Road, San Remo, then continue on
the unmade road, past the Lions Children’s
Park and Picnic Ground, then drive along
the unmade section.

The Labyrinth is on the right, alongside a
row of cypress trees.

Car parking is available.

This event is part of a series of five month-
ly Labyrinth walks at San Remo that will be
structured to give participants a deeper un-
derstanding of how walking experiences can
be life-changing,

Lorraine Rodda said that simply placing
one foot in front of the other on the labyrinth
path quiets the mind, opens the heart and
allows the walker to go beyond the busyness
of their day-to-day lives, finding new ways of
looking at issues.

Each month's walk will offer a different
theme as listed below:

* Heart-brain coherence and setting inten-
tions.

* Finding new ways of looking at issues

* Knowing what the message is from your
walk.

* Understand how the Labyrinth is a path to
transformation.

* Ways to make a difference in the world.

If you require further information regard-
ing this request, please contact either Lor-
raine on 0400 045 397 or Joanne on 0417
137 369.
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WHAT’S ON

YOUR LOCAL GUIDE TO ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

TAY up to date with
ipcoming events across the
~ Bass Coast this Summer:

December 31 -

* Cowes New Years Eve
Fireworks

* Inverloch New Years Eve
Fireworks

* Coronet Bay New Years Eve
Fireworks

December 30 to January 1 -
* NYE on the Hill

January 6 -

* Bass Coast Agricultural
Show - Wonthaggi .

* Ocean Sounds Music
Festival - Churchill Island

January 21 -
* Cape Paterson Aquathon

January 28 -
* Kilcunda Lobster Festival

PHILLIP Island Contem-
porary Exhibition Space
Inc. (PICES) was formed in
2019 after the Saraghi Gal-
lery in Cowes closed, leaving
the arts community without
an accessible community gal-
lery space.

PISCES believes that arts
and culture and creativity are
central to a healthy, thriving,
engaged and active communi-
ty and should be accessible to
all, PICES is committed to en-
riching the Arts and Culture
environment in Bass Coast by
bringing contemporary art to
the community.

The partnership between
PICES and the San Remo

Send

If you're having a
21st, club function,
wedding, or other
social event, take
some photos, name
the people in the
snaps and email to
news@sgst.com.au

Sentinel-Times

It won't cost a cent to see them in pript!

library to exhibit PIC-
ES members 2D art
works was launched in Au-
gust 2023 with the first ex-
hibition by four artists dis-
playing their bright colourful
paintings giving the library a
facelift.

The second exhibition,
which is currently being
hung, will remain on display
until the end of February
2024. The exhibiting artists
are John Adam who is a well-
known artist and teacher cre-
ating dramatic works using
strong colours, Diana Ban-
nister who is known for her
semi abstract work based on
the shapes of the natural and

man-made environment, San-
dra Lamerton (Hendridge)
who creates beautiful inter-
pretations of her environment
and Sheryl Stuart who is pas-
sionate about her garden and
demonstrates this with her
beautiful detailed paintings.

All artworks are for sale,
payment and collection of
your purchase is to be ar-
ranged with the artist. Con-
tact details of the artists are
available at the library just
ask the staff member on duty.

For more information
about the San Remo Library
and new opening hours visit
myli.org.au/updates-san-re-
mo-library

Green Bird Flowers. Oil on
Canvas by Diana Bannister
(PICES) available at San
Remo Library.

WONTHAGG

_‘@@

WEDNESDAY 1pm 3pm
THURSDAY 8pm - 10pm

Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club, 75 Graham Street
Come and join in the laughs at South Coast FM Bingo

RAFFLES * DOOR PRIZES

LUCKY NUMBER JACKPOT

Summer by the
sea activities

EXPLORE a range of free fun
guided activities across Bass Coast,
Phillip Island and Wilsons Promon-
tory with summer by the sea activi-
ties this January.

Get involved in a sea slug census at
San Remo and explore the highly di-
verse and intertidal habitat with ma-
rine scientists looking for sea slugs.

Join a recognised authority on lo-
cal geology and take a close look at
amazing rock formations along the
Walkerville coastline or ramble in
rockpools with an expert marine
guide exploring the rock pools and
crevices for its abundant life.

Discover dinosaurs at the caves in
Inverloch with a Bunurong educa-
tion officer and palaeontologist or
go on a guided night walk in search
for nocturnal animals.

Visit BirdLife Australia’s free in-
formation store and learn about
the local threatened beach nesting
birds, how you can help wildlife
and about local dog walking loca-
tions, with giveaways for all, even
the dogs.

Summer by the Sea is a great
opportunity to discover Victoria’'s
coastal and marine environments.
Victoria’s precious coastal and ma-
rine environments support a wide
variety of species and habitats.

Summer by the Sea activities give
you a chance to find out more about
these remarkable places and to
learn about some of the challenges
facing our marine and coastal envi-
ronments.

Fun activities in
Sandy Point

KIDZ Klub is returning to the
Sandy Point Community Centre in
January.

The program will run from
9.30am to 12.30pm from January
1 to 5.

Kidz Klub has been running in
Sandy Point for more than 30 years.

All activities are free and specially
designed for primary school aged
children.

It is a fun week that include Bible
stories, games, craft, quizzes, sing-
ing and prizes.

Kidz Klub is a great place to meet
new friends.

Parents are welcome to leave their
children with the team, or to stay
and have morning tea while the
children enjoy the fun.

The centre hopes to see lots of
children enjoying the activities and
bringing along their friends.

All Kidz Klub activities are con-
ducted in compliance with Victo-
ria’s Child Safe Standards.

For more information, check out
Facebook at facebook.com/KIDZ-
KLUBatSandyPoint or visit san-
dypointkidzklub.org.

The centre is also contactable via
kksandypoint@gmail.com or phone
5940 0926.

The genYOUTH program is also
available.

This is a free activity for teenager,
which will be held at the Sandy Point
Community Centre from 7.30pm to
9pm from January 2 to 4.

Each night features high energy
activities, games, a positive message
from the Bible and - as in previous
years — Sandy Point’s best supper.

These activities are also conduct-
ed in compliance with Victoria's
Child Safe Standards.

For more information, head to
facebook.com/GenyouthAtSan-
dyPoint.
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SECONDARY
COLLEGF

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award recipients Mia Trevethan, Rhiannon Rawlins, Phoebe Ye, Chloe
Gaffney, Naomi Pether, Eva O’Brien, Emma Gardner, Isabella Thomson, Natalie Churchill, and Abbey Year 12 Excellence Award winners Liam Wilson
Nicholls (Silver Award). A19 5123 and Hal Joyce. A27 5123

kT

Holly Fowler with the Russ Smith Riley Sullivan with his VCE VM

- Encouragement Award for outstanding Award. He also received the White

Year 7 award winners Ella Cochrane (Excellence), Amity Olsen (Dux), effort across a range of disciplines. Family Scholarship for outstanding

Jaydah Loader (Excellence), Amelia Van Der Ploeg (Co-ordinators Award), She also received the Russell Smith leadership in the school and
and Dallas Walker (Co-ordinators Award). A11 5123 Citizenship Award. A22 5123 community. A17 5123

SECONDARY
COLLEr

Rennie Sullivan Music Encouragement Award winners Xander Beach and Year 11 award recipients Kirrah Belvedere (Excellence), Lucy Thomas (Co-
Ryder Humphrey, Jill McCulloch Junior Music Award recipient Alana Sage ordinators Award), April Reeves (Dux) and Liam Thomas (Co-ordinators
and Rennie Sullivan Music Encouragement Award winner Eve Chrisafis. Award). A15 5123
A08 5123

KORUMBURRA
SECONDARY

Appreciation Award recipients Hal Joyce (Rainbow Palace), April Reeves - »
(Korumburra Veterinary Clinic), and Amber Sullivan and Rhys Pether Year 8 award winners Janae Hopwood and Cassidy Patten (Co-ordinators
(Koringal Women’s Service Club). A26 5123 Award), Jessica Churchill (Dux) and Stella Whittle (Excellence). A12 5123
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at Korumburra Secondary College

SECONDARY
CO! LEGE

E—

Kwong Lee Dow Scholarship Award winners Sport award winners Zachary Sherar, Billie Wrigley, Daniel Whelan, Tarkyn Taylor-Wilton, Harrison
Marty Cook and Riley McIntosh. A21 5123 Clark (Australian Olympic Change-Maker Award) and Gypsy Quaife. A10_ 5123

Year 9 award winners Matthew Perez (Coordinators Award), Zi Xin Ye Year 10 award recipients Charlotte Anthony (Co-ordinators Award),
(Excellence), Natalie Churchill (Dux) and Chloe Rodgers (Co-ordinators Marty Cook (Excellence), Declan Beech (Dux and Exam Award) and Riley
Award). A13 5123 McIntosh (Excellence). A14 5123

Marty Cook with his Australian Defence Force

2023 Long Tan Youth Leadership and Teamwork

! Enviro Group Award winner Jessica Churchill Award and Declan Beech with his Australian

Like Minds Award winners Hudson Jefferis and SALT Group Award recipient Stella Whittle. Defence Force 2023 Future Innovators Award.
(Year 7) and Stella Whittle (Year 8). A16_5123 Al8 5123 A24 5123

adl

Breanna De Bondt with her
Vocational Award for demonstrating
excellence, dedication and iai
commitment to the Head Start Prior Law Legal Experience Award Kelsey Kruger with her TAFE Riley McIntosh with his Barbara
program. She also received an winner Eva McCarrick-Lawes. Gippsland Award for excellence in Hoy Outstanding Musician Award.
LLEN Award. A20 5123 A25 5123 VETDSS. A23 5123 A09 5123
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Tiny Towns
grants are open

THE new Tiny Towns Fund will sup-
port local communities to deliver qual-
ity tourism and community facility proj-
ects, such as splash parks and bike
trails, playgrounds, community hall and
library upgrades, public art and more.

Towns with a population of up to 5000
people in the 48 local government areas
of regional Victoria are eligible to apply.

From barbecues to community cen-
tres, the Tiny Towns Fund will back
community-driven projects that en-
hance our smallest towns, strengthen
community connections and encourage
more visitors to all corners of Victoria.

Grants between $5000 and $50,000
will be available for each project.

Applications close 5pm, Sunday Feb-
ruary 25, 2024.

For more information visit: rdv.vic.gov.
au/grants-and-programs/tiny-towns-fund

Tea Smoked
Salmon

Bz Meg Vinez

THIS is an extraordinary dish — a
bit hard to believe — but wait until you
try it! Great for a New Year delicacy

Ingredients

¢ 1 large fillet of salmon, skin on

¢ 1 cup rice

e /4 cup tea leaves - must be smoky,
like Russian Caravan or Earl Grey

* 1 cup brown sugar

* Sour cream

¢ Horseradish

¢ Lemon juice

Method

Line a saucepan that will hold a
strainer with foil.

Mix rice, tea leaves and brown
sugar and place on foil.

Place saucepan on fairly high heat
for a few minutes, until it starts
smoking.

Place salmon, skin side down into
the strainer and place in saucepan.
Cover with lid and leave over medi-
um heat for about 10 minutes.

Cool.

Remove skin and place on serv-
ing platter. Mix horseradish, sour
cream and lemon juice to your taste.

Serve with a crunchy baguette —
guests can spoon on some salmon
and sauce and enjoy!

Another holiday dip, which is
mostly mix, taste and adjust, but
the basic recipe is this:

Smoked trout mousse:

Ingredients:

¢ 1 large smoked trout (available in
most supermarkets)

* 4 to % cup sour cream

* 3 or more tablespoons horserad-
ish puree

¢ Lemon juice

* Salt and white pepper to taste

Method:

Peel the skin from the trout and
carefully remove the bones.

Place flesh and remaining ingredi-
ents in a food processor.

Taste and keep adjusting the fla-
vours until it tastes delicious and
irresistible.

Serve with baguettes or even dry
biscuits.

L - - s

Inverloch shops up for
hollday weekend auction

L

THE auction of two prom-
inently-located shops in In-
verloch’s Ramsey Boulevard
commercial strip could hardly
have been offered at a busier
time of the year than auction
day, Saturday, January 27,
2024, right in the middle of
Australia Day Long Weekend.

They're bound to attract
maximum interest on the day
and present as an entry-level
commercial investment, in a
strong, consistent coastal lo-
cation, that’s worthy of consid-
eration.

Partner at selling agent
Burgess Rawson, Raoul Hol-
derhead, with plenty of lo-
cal knowledge himself, rates
the property as an “absolute
prime 360sqm retail site in
the heart of the Inverloch” with
brand-new five and three-year
leases to long proven, estab-
lished Pizzeria Restaurant and
Beauty Salon.

The shops he said have a
“huge 18.5 metre retail front-
age and exposure, with the two
shops “to be sold in one line”
with a combined 264sqm net

lettable area.

“Beauty Salon includes an
immaculate, new, capital-
intensive tenant fit-out, with
both shops in a perfect loca-
tion, adjoining the Esplanade
Hotel, with huge foot traffic,
and immediately opposite a
proposed three level, 42 apart-
ment development.”

A start to work on this proj-
ect, expected to further in-
crease foot traffic, is imminent.

Mr Holderhead said the
shops were centrally located
in the town with ample park-
ing in close proximity.

It is expected that they will
sell, together, in a range be-
tween $1.25M and $1.3m.

Needless to say, with the
auction being held on site at
11.30am on Saturday, Janu-
ary 27, there may well be a lot
of passerby interest on the day.

For further details contact
Raoul Holderhead at Burgess
Rawson on 0413 860 304 or
at Ray White Inverloch, Fiona
McMahon-Hughes 0417 743
355 or Kevin McMahon 0418
512 072.

Property market predictions for the

IT TAKES two weeks less
time to sell a home in Austra-
lia now than it did last year,
as real estate agents, prop-
erty lawyers and conveyanc-
ers are busier than they have
ever been keeping up with the
demand.

The International Monetary
Fund found that the Austra-
lians have the highest levels of
mortgage stress in the devel-
oped world.

We spend 15 per cent of our
income paying off a home loan.

Australian Conveyancer
magazine reveals the pleasure
and pain that came in a year
of ‘highs’ in the national prop-
erty industry. The key take-
aways in multi-dimensional
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coverage include:

The RBA’s official home loan
cash rate of 4.35 per cent - a
12-year high - is having a stabi-
lising effect on Australia’s rate
of inflation, bringing hope of
relief in 2024.

A cutin interest rates in 2024
would spark demand and cre-
ate another home price up-
swing.

An Australian Property Coun-
cil survey reports high confi-
dence among industry profes-
sionals.

Renters in our capital cities
would be financially better off
if they bought the apartment
they live in.

The Australian Conveyancer
includes a 2024 outlook by

political and business leaders.
Some observations:

“Whether further tightening
of monetary policy is required
to ensure that inflation returns
to target in a reasonable time
frame will depend upon the
data and then evolving assess-
ment of risks,” Reserve Bank
Governor Michele Bullock
stated.

“Australian households and
businesses are generally well
placed to manage the impact
of higher interest rates and
inflation, supported by con-
tinued strength in the labour
market and sizeable savings
buffers. However, this resil-
ience is unevenly spread. Some
households and businesses are

year ahead

already experiencing financial
stress, and the squeeze on
household budgets is likely to
continue to build,” the Reserve
Bank of Australia noted.

“We are making some wel-
come progress in the fight
against inflation and that will
determine the future directory
trajectory of interest rates,”
Federal Treasurer Jim Chalm-
ers added.

Westpac Bank initially pre-
dicted a stable housing market
for 2023 but revised its fore-
cast - citing strong population
growth - for national house
price inflation to seven per cent
for the year 2023. It expects a
further four per cent price rise
in 2024.



‘Cascades’ — a tropical retre
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elegance and resort living in Inverloch!

NESTLED in the heart of the seaside
town of Inverloch, ‘Cascades’ is a tropical
resort-style haven that stands as a testa-
ment to luxury living. This unique proper-
ty, presented by Harcourts, beckons you
into a private oasis, surrounded by lush
landscaping featuring tall palm trees and
tropical plants, creating an atmosphere
that transports you to the beauty of tropi-
cal Queensland. As you stroll through the
well-thought-out gardens, illuminated by
strategically placed lights and accompa-
nied by the gentle sounds of water fea-
tures, you'll truly feel like you're on a per-
petual holiday.

Perfectly positioned for the ultimate
coastal lifestyle, ‘Cascades’ is a mere
250-metre walk to the ocean, a short 300
metres to the boat ramp, and convenient-
ly located near all the amenities Inverloch
has to offer — shops, cafés, supermarkets,
and two welcoming pubs.

Crafted in a Queensland-inspired archi-
tectural style, this double-storey home,
built approximately 13 years ago by a
renowned local builder, invites an abun-
dance of natural light through its large,
double-glazed windows. The lower level
unfolds as an open plan living and en-
tertainment haven, featuring a high-end
kitchen with a combination of marble and
Caesarstone benchtops, Smeg appliances,

a DeLonghi built-in coffee machine, and
more. The larger living zone, a cosy sit-
ting room, and a meals area overlooking
the pool, complete with a generous spirits
bar and two built-in bar fridges, offer a
perfect blend of sophistication and com-
fort. The enormous laundry, equipped
with Caesarstone benchtops and ample
storage, conveniently provides direct ac-
cess to the oversize double car garage. A
well-appointed bathroom caters to those
returning from a refreshing swim in the
inground salt-chlorinated, self-cleaning,
solar-heated swimming pool, surrounded
by a landscaped and private north-facing
front.

The upper level of ‘Cascades’ unfolds
into a haven of comfort and tranquillity,
housing all bedrooms and a spacious
living zone with a ceiling reverse cycle
air-conditioning system. Two primary
bedrooms, each a king-sized retreat with
walk-in robes, ensuites, reverse cycles,
and ceiling fans, offer sweeping views of
the swimming pool area. Two additional
king-sized bedrooms, adorned with ceil-
ing fans, air-conditioners, and ample
built-in cupboards, provide the perfect
retreat. The large family bathroom, with a
bath, shower, and double vanity, ensures
convenience, complemented by a sepa-
rate powder room and a versatile storage

Nutrien Harcourts Leongatha

JUST LISTED

room/small office space.

The backyard of ‘Cascades’ is a haven
in itself, boasting palm-style landscap-
ing, a large pond, and a 6m x 6m shed
with a concrete floor, power, and lights.
A 10,000L water tank ensures the flour-
ishing gardens, while an outdoor shower
with hot and cold water is a welcoming
feature after a day at the beach. The home
is equipped with modern conveniences,
including a ducted vacuum system and a
home security system.

The allure of ‘Cascades’ extends beyond
its walls, as it is offered as a walk-in, walk-
out basis — a complete package inclusive of
all furniture and items. Simply put, what
you see is what you get, making ‘Cascades’
the epitome of ready-to-enjoy resort living.
Don’t miss this opportunity to make ‘Cas-
cades’ your home, where every detail has
been meticulously designed to offer a life-
style of luxury and tranquillity.

o 4| s 4| 2

836m?

24 Hopetoun Street, Inverloch
For Sale $3,400,000
Agent Nutrien Harcourts

Matt Redmond 0418 357 341
matt.redmond@nh.com.au

47 Bair Street, Leongatha
(03) 5662 2292

Scan the QR code to visit our website

JUST LISTED
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LEONGATHA

5% 1.9 Acres LEONGATHA Eim2@6
Extraordinary Oasis on 7.4 Acres!

« Stunning kitchen with quality appliances.
« Master BR with scenic views, WIR & ensuite.
« Large decking area, dam with a jetty.

$1,695,000 - $1,795,000

E= 32 @2 LEONGATHA
Amazing Views!

«Vacant, elevated block with endless views.
« Fenced on title and all town services available.
« Within walking distance to the CBD.

$650,000

LEONGATHA
Stunning Home!

« Stunning family home on approx. 797m?2.
« Executive kitchen with quality appliances.
» Master suite boasting ensuite & walk in robe.

$795,000

Fantastic Family Home!

« Fully appointed spacious & stylish kitchen.
» Master bedroom with walk in robe and ensuite.
» Double car garage and well-maintained backyard.

$645,000 - $675,000

&

'
MARDAN

Serene ‘Oak Tree Farm’
» North-facing open plan kitchen, dining, & living.

NERRENA
Lifestyle Dream on 2.5 Acres!
« Spacious central kitchen/dining/living areas.

E3m2@2

« Master bedroom boasts a WIR and ensuite. BARRY REDMOND KELLIE THOMAS MATT REDMOND  MONIQUE WIGHTMAN - Master BR retreat boasting ensuite & large WIR. g
 Acreage surrounded by manicured gardens. Director / Estate Agent Licensed Estate Agent Licensed Estate Agent Marketing Manager » 7 main paddocks, 6 dams, approx. 115 acres. §
$925,000 - $950,000 0477622292 0438 647 449 0418 357 341 & Office Admin $2,300,000 E
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Opportunity for
Women-led
agtech startups

FARMERS2FOUNDERS understands that
female founders face unique challenges and
barriers in accessing resources and funding,

This is explicitly evident in the intersection
of two male-dominated industries: agricul-
ture and technology. Research tells us that
only three per cent of the $16.9 billion of
funding invested in agtech worldwide, went
to female-only startups, yet women-founded
startups are able to generate 78 cents for
each dollar of funding, while their male-
founded counterparts generate 31 cents per
dollar, less than half of that.

Farmers2Founders has created the TE-
KWOMEN VIC program.

By establishing a program specifically
tailored to support and uplift female entre-
preneurs, Farmers2Founders aims to level
the playing field, nurture talent, and unlock
the untapped potential of women-led agtech
startups.

The free program provides the frame-
works, skills, and networks you need to
turn your idea into a scalable business.
TEKWOMEN will give you the knowledge
and confidence you need to examine, proto-
type and launch your venture.

Skills, learnings and support:

Test your idea and understand its com-
mercial potential, support to overcome early
obstacles, how to build a sustainable busi-
ness model, financing your first venture and
MVE protect your intellectual property, mar-
keting and social media for agribusiness,
how to build a Go To Market strategy, pitch
your idea with confidence and acquire first
customers.

The program is open to any woman or
team (as long as there are at least 50 per cent
women on the team) in Victoria with a tech-
nology idea or concept to solve a challenge on
farm or for the agricultural industry.

To find out more about this program go to
farmers2founders.com/tekwomen-vic.

L andcare Awards
are now open

NOW IN its 32nd year, the State and Ter-
ritory Landcare Awards stand as a presti-
gious biennial national Landcare Awards
program.

The objective is to honour individuals,
groups and organisations that are making
outstanding contributions to caring for
the environment in their local communi-
ties for the benefit of all Australians today,
and for generations to come.

In each state and territory, the Landcare
Awards will be granted to recognise the
achievements that encompass climate ac-
tion, environmental leadership, sustain-
able agriculture, First Nations, Women in
landcare, youth, Coastcare and children.

Nominating is free. You can nominate
yourself, or you can nominate someone you
know who should be recognised for their
work to restore, enhance and protect the
natural environment in their community.

Nominating is easy. If you know an indi-
vidual, group or organisation in your com-
munity making a difference to the environ-
ment and sustainable land or water use,
nominate them for a Landcare Award.

The winners of the nine national Land-
care Award categories will advance as
finalists to the 2024 National Landcare
Awards. For more information and to
make a nomination go to: landcareaustra-
lia.org.au/landcare-awards-2023.

SMALL ACREAGE CULTIVATION

« Pasture mulching

« Slashing

* Hoeing & ripping

* Seeding

* Spraying

« Fertiliser spreading
* Float hire

GD0064

(=1,
MR AGRI
ALL AREAS « Phone Greg 0419 393 375

Over 170 people came from all over the state to attend and supported a pro hunting forum in Wonthaggi recently.

Forum sends message to back hunting

HUNDREDS turned up to a
forum in Wonthaggi last week,
in support of keeping the hunt-
ing of ducks, quail and deer on
the table.

Attendees moved a single
unanimous motion calling on
the Government to allow the
continuation of the tradition-
al pursuit of hunting for all
Victorians.

The forum was organised
by Shadow Parliamentary
Secretary for Public Land
Use, The Nationals Member
for Eastern Victoria Region,
Melina Bath.

Representatives from across
the state converged on Wont-
haggi to discuss current plans
to ban duck and quail hunting,

Ms Bath said she was de-
lighted with the response to the
forum as it demonstrated the
breadth of people who are pas-
sionate about traditional pur-
suits and maintaining access to
public land.

“It is abundantly clear that
hunters care deeply about the
sustainability of their harvest
and dedicate countless volun-
teer hours to restore wetland
habitat for all wildlife,” said Ms
Bath.

The forum included a Q&A
panel discussion with Shadow
Minister for Agriculture and

The forum on hunting included a Q&A panel discussion with many of the local political

and industry leaders.

Deputy Leader of The Nation-
als, Emma Kealy, Rob Passarin
- President Western Port Field
& Game, Gary “Pud” Howard
and Anne Wilson - Sale Field &
Game, Stuart Allen - President
Wonthaggi Clay Target Club
and Gippsland MP’s Melina
Bath, Danny O Brien, Martin
Cameron, and Wayne Farn-
ham.

Addressing the forum Emma
Kealy reiterated the Victorian
Oppositions strong support
for hunting and other tradi-
tional outdoor recreation pur-
suits, saying “it was critical that

access to public land was en-
couraged and not diminished...”

Ms Kealy said there is no logi-
cal reason to ban sustainable
hunting as an activity in Victo-
ria as there is strong scientific
evidence to support its contin-
uation.

Harvesting food for the family
table through activities such as
hunting and fishing has been
occurring since the beginning
of time with our first nations
people - it's important that this
tradition continues in a sus-
tainable manner and be avail-
able to all Victorians.

ALEX 5COTT
AND 5TAFF

it 128

LIVESTOCK AGENTS,
LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENTS,
PROPERTY MANAGERS, AUCTIONEERS
www.alexscott.com.au

36 BRIDGE STREET, KORUMBURRA PH: 5655 1133 FAX: 5655 2480
Livestock Sales

Ms Bath said the forum rep-
resented a push back from Vic-
torians on the Government's
political ideology.

The fact remains hunting is
a highly regulated, sustainable
activity that generates enor-
mous economic revenue in re-
gional Victoria.

The Nationals back the
continuation of hunting and
traditional outdoor pursuits
based on sound science, and
will continue to support them
to be conducted in a safe and
responsible way well into the
future.

ELECTRIC FENCE
ENERGIZER

REPAIRS

Paul Vassil

(Formerly Vassil Electronics)
38 Lower Gordon St, Korumburra

0408 515 184

JA21217

Phelan & Henderson & Co.

STOCK & STATION AGENTS

« Prime & Store cattle sales

KORUMBURRA FOSTER
David Ryan 0408 311 895  Dick Faulkner 0408 595 174
Dean Balley 0438 531 672 Brian Vuillermin 0429 436 040
LEONGATHA ; WONTHAGGI
. Rob Ould - Livestock Manager 0408 595 183
Dane Perczyk - Livestock Manager 0408 176 063 David Holden 0428 749 390
Kaleb Jans 0487 155 471  Alan Bolding 0419 723 255
WARRAGUL Dale Atherton PAKENHAM 0428 888 300
_Il\_leer|rIyD:r:2§r-nL|vestock Manager 82;2 ggg g?g David Setches - Livestock Manager 0409 443 473
4 Glenn Barwick 0408 975 476
Jordan Sim 0448 058 435 Morgan Croucher 0457 001 877
Mark Malacarne 0418 654 590 Tim Gibson 0420 306 599
Real Estate Sales
KORUMBURRA LEONGATHA INVERLOCH
Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898 Andrew Newton 0402 940 320 Marni Lee Redmond 0403 525 413
Peter Dwyer 0428 855 244
WONTHAGGI Smily Sifford 0422 622 293 COWES
Phillp Hanley 0417 140508 'Oy ©lles Greg Price 0419 337 441
Dan Huther 0418 334 801 WARRAGUL Maree Malloy 0408 316 715
Cal Nation 0439 334 163  Alan Steenholdt 0409 423 822 Chase Watters 0423 272 819
Mick Chambers 0418 349 783 PAKENHAM
Tom Gibson 0438 574 472 VENUS BAY
GRANTVILLE Daniel Lawrie 0417 631 252
Brian Silver 0407 347 509 LANG LANG Sue Lawrie 0419 885 489
Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898
BERWICK MELBOURNE LAND KOO WEE RUP o
Michelle Gibson 0439 707 252 Matt Koster 0474781711 Michelle Lunney 0457 120 277 §

SUCCESS THROUGH SERVICE

at VLE Leongatha
« Auctions Plus Sales
- Live Heifer Export Orders
« O/Hooks sales to Processors
« Rural Property Real Estate

HM9737

Jake Anthony 0467 297 794
Simon Henderson 0428 740 750
David Phelan 0429 050 349
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ON THE LAND

and lacklustre demand led to
soft global dairy commodity
pricing in 2023. However, the
global dairy market appears
to be transitioning to the next
phase in its cycle, with pric-
es expected to move higher
through 2024, according to a
new report from Rabobank.

“Still, the market remains
finely balanced, and uncertain-
ty remains surrounding under-
lying demand for 2024,” the
specialist agribusiness bank
says in its Global Dairy Quar-
terly Q4 2023 report.

As 2023 draws to a close, Ra-
bobank says, the global dairy
market continues to walk a
tightrope of limited “new” milk
and sluggish demand.

“The year saw soft global
dairy commodity pricing due
to weaker underlying funda-
mentals. Global milk supply
growth was underwhelming,
with three consecutive quar-
ters of growth. Then lower
milk prices, elevated costs,
and weather disruption put the
brakes back on.”

Rabobank’s global milk sup-
ply outlook for 2024 has weak-
ened, with sluggish growth
expected across most export
regions.

“The milk supply export en-
gine never fully fired on all cyl-
inders in 2023 and declined
year-on-year in the third quar-
ter by 0.2 per cent,” says report
lead author, Rabobank senior
dairy analyst Michael Harvey.

“Year-over-year milk produc-
tion from the ‘Big 7’ (the EU,
US, New Zealand, Australia,
Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay)
exporting regions is forecast to
decrease through Q1 2024 be-
fore turning positive. Overall,
milk supply is forecast to grow
by a modest 0.3 per cent for
the entire year,” he said.

Rabobank said in local cur-
rencies, farmgate milk prices
across the export regions will
close out 2023 anywhere be-
tween 20 per cent to 40 per
cent lower versus the start
of the year. However, with the
2024 feed cost outlook looking
more favourable, some region-
al milk prices have recently
increased, boosting farmgate
margins, the bank said.

“We expect a slow recovery in
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dairy commodity prices back
to long-term averages,” Mr
Harvey said.

“However, current funda-
mentals provide the perfect
ingredients for price volatility
and a possible market whip-
lash. Geopolitical instability
risks, volatile energy markets,
and weak macroeconomic con-
ditions will be something to
watch in 2024 for the global
dairy markets.”

Mr Harvey said demand
would be a key factor to watch
in 2024, with high dairy in-
flation, broader cost-of-living
issues, and weak consumer
confidence remaining on the
horizon.

“Peak food and dairy infla-
tion have passed, but market
uncertainty remains, and ris-
ing unemployment will further
impact purchasing power in
2024. Emerging markets and
lowincome households are
under the most pressure,” he
said.

“In China consumer prices
are falling, and foodservice re-
covery continues, but overall
consumption growth is slug-
gish.

“China’s import appetite
for dairy commodities is still
expected to drive any Ocea-
nia commodity price rally in
2024

Rabobank expects China’s
import volume to flatline in
2024, which would be a posi-
tive result, given the previous
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two years of withdrawal from
the global markets. This is an
opportunity for importers out-
side of China to build stocks in
2024, the bank said.

“Other factors to watch in
2024 include a mildly softer
grain and oilseed price out-
look, El Nifio and weather-
related risks, mixed livestock
markets in export regions, and
the impact of the Israel-Hamas
war on global markets,” Mr
Harvey said.

Mr Harvey said Australia’s
milk supply had “modestly re-
covered” in the first quarter of
the new season.

“Milk production reached
2.036 billion litres in the July
to September period, 0.5
per cent year-on-year higher.
Growth has been elusive in
Western Victoria and Northern
Victoria,” he said.

“For most of Australia’s key
dairying regjons, rainfall be-
tween August and October
was below average, negatively
impacting soil moisture. And
the latest climate outlook leans
toward below-average rainfall
into Q1 2024,” he said.

However, the report notes,
dairy farmers are overall “well-
equipped to combat these sea-
sonal conditions”.

“Most dairy farmers have
access to good carryover feed
reserves, ample supply of
supplementary feed, and ir-
rigation water. Nonetheless,
after three consecutive record
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winter crops, the current win-
ter crop will decline materi-
ally,” Mr Harvey said.

“Feed and fertiliser input
costs are expected to track
closer to long-term averages,
which is good news for produc-
ers. However, interest rates are
still increasing, and inflation is
evident across most overhead
costs,” the report stated.

Mr Harvey said Australian
farmgate milk prices were set
for the remainder of the season
(ending June 30, 2024), re-
maining at or near record lev-
els, buffering the sector from
global markets.

“Australian dairy exports
continue to plummet,” he said.

“In the first three months of
the new season, export vol-
umes are down more than 13
per cent year-on-year with big
falls in milk powder ingredi-
ents, bulk cheese, and butter.
Export volumes of liquid milk,
a growth sector in recent years,
are off 30 per cent year-on-
year.

“A tight domestic milk supply
is part of the story. However,
export price competitiveness
remains an issue given the high
price of farmgate milk versus
major competitors. Australia’s
butter and cheese imports are
up 43 per cent and 21 per cent
year-on-year, respectively.”

Mr Harvey said Australian
households continue to adjust
purchasing behaviours in re-
sponse to an income squeeze.

National biosecurity
training hub now open

AUSTRALIAS first one-stop shop
for online biosecurity training is now
open and available to anyone looking
to increase their understanding about
biosecurity.

Agriculture Victoria has partnered
with Plant Health Australia (PHA), the
Queensland Department of Agriculture
and Fisheries, New South Wales Depart-
ment of Primary Industries and Animal
Health Australia (AHA) to create the Na-
tional Biosecurity Training Hub.

Agriculture Victoria executive director
Dr Katherine Clift said biosecurity and
emergency animal disease preparedness
is a top priority for Victoria.

“Victoria faces intensifying biosecurity
risks - driven by climate change, increas-
ing trade and travel, and changing land
use,” she said.

“Small actions can have big impacts
on preventing and managing the harms
caused by pests and diseases. The things
we do, or don't do, can touch everything
we value.”

Dr Clift said biosecurity was a mat-
ter for all Victorians, not just people on
farms, and the training hub is a great way
for people to increase their understand-
ing and knowledge.

“We can all help prevent pests from
getting into Victoria, contain outbreaks
before they get out of hand, and manage
established pests and weeds,” she said.

The National Biosecurity Training Hub
offers a central location with a database
of online biosecurity training resources
to help reduce the duplication of effort
and costs associated with developing and
delivering biosecurity training,

The Hub unifies and streamlines train-
ing to give national visibility of biosecu-
rity-related training across government,
industry and community in a single
location.

It is a centralised platform that sup-
ports biosecurity prevention, prepared-
ness, response and recovery by providing
users with access to the latest biosecuri-
ty-related training materials and courses
suited to different industries, levels and
skill sets.

Designed with learners in mind, the
Hub is easy to navigate with a library of
plant, animal and aquatic biosecurity
training that is searchable using a topic,
keyword, location and preferred method
of delivery.

The quality assurance protocols in
place ensures each course listed meets
the required standards.

The Hub can be found at biotraining-
hub.com.au and features 64 online train-
ing courses with plans for continuous
expansion.

Organisations with biosecurity training
packages interested in contributing to the
Hub are encouraged to make contact with
PHA via nbth@phau.com.au.
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Be prepared this facial eczema season

Facial eczema has devastatmg 1mpacts

on herd productivity and animal welfare.

TRADES&SERVICES

DIRECTORY

AIR CONDITIONING

PRE-SUMMER
COOLING SALE

‘ MITSUBISHI
A7\ ELECTRIC
DIAMOND DEALER

SALE, INSTALLATION
& REPAIR

&/  Citytocoastair.com

ausezzo 0400 001 465

PDAIKIN

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

COASTAL

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

@ Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

HM6629

AU22840

WE ARE seeing spore counts on the
rise early this facial eczema season given
the favourable sporulation conditions
across Gippsland.

Facial eczema is a liver disease, often
accompanied by photosensitisation,
caused by spores of a pasture fungus
that multiply rapidly in warm and hu-
mid conditions. The spores of the fun-
gus release a potent mycotoxin known as
sporidesmin in the gastrointestinal tract,
which causes damage to the liver, blad-
der, and mammary gland. It can there-
fore have devastating impacts on herd
productivity and animal welfare.

Early intervention is critical. Use pre-
vailing weather conditions in combination
with pasture spore counting to predict
and identify periods of pasture toxicity,
whilst taking preventative action when lo-

cal pasture spore counts trend upward of

ASPHALTING

ASPHALT

Schoolgrounds, Driveways
Carparks & repairs

Mike Rowley 0411 412 707
66 Nardoo Street, Cape Paterson 3995

AUTO ELECTRICIAN

AU41363

Be ready for the upcoming summer...
We are your local experts in:
¢ Vehicle Air Conditioning service & repairs
e Starter Motors & Alternators
e Install and Repair Electric Brakes
¢ Headlight upgrades & replacements
e Battery Sales & Spare Parts
Call us to book your vehicle in 5672 1404
82 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

LB1124

By Kristen Davis, GippsDairy

20,000 spores/gram and weather condi-
tions look favourable for sporulation.
Remember that by the time you see
some cows in the herd affected by the
photosensitisation caused by facial ecze-
ma, a large proportion of the herd is like-
ly to have already suffered liver damage,
for which there is no specific treatment.
(Zinc can only prevent facial eczema.
It cannot reverse liver damage already
done from exposure to the toxin).
Feeding the correct amount of zinc ox-
ide in grain/concentrates at milking can
be highly effective for facial eczema pre-
vention in the milking herd. However, dry
stock such as heifers, bulls, and dry cows
are also at risk of facial eczema. Utilisa-
tion of zinc oxide rumen boluses provide
highly effective prevention against facial

CARPET CLEANING
= LR

.Cleaner Carpets

. * Carpets  Tiles *'Cars
..* Upholstery  Mattressesw—

Reasonable rates and frlendly service.
. Call David Britt today ]

HM6631

0400 907 201

CARPENTRY & RENOVATIONS

EX BUILDER

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE
* Doors hung and adjusted ¢ Windows
* Acrylic splashbacks ¢ Flooring laid
* Decking ¢ Landings * Steps
* Showers ¢ Bathroom renovations

0417 533 252

Wonthaggi - Inverloch

HM6492

eczema in these classes of stock for four
weeks. Discuss with your veterinarian or
nutrition advisor about your farms spe-
cific risk and prevention options.

There are also several accompany-
ing strategies that can be used to help
reduce the risk of cows ingesting large
numbers of toxic spores, which tend to
concentrate at the base of the pasture
sward. These include careful grazing
management, use of alternative pasture
species, crops, and supplements such as
hay, silage and grain/concentrates.

The Facial Eczema Spore Monitoring
Program is taking place again in 2024,
funded by GippsDairy and DairyNSW,
and supported by Dairy Australia. If you
would like to subscribe to the fortnightly
spore monitoring report, please contact
the GippsDairy office at info@gippsdairy.
com.au or 5624 3900.

CONCRETING

% For all your concreting needs
Sheds - Driveways - Crossovers ﬂ
Footpaths - Concrete Garden Edging
Plus much more - Free measure & quotes

Justin Stoll 0409 425 054 e: stolicrete@outlook.com

CURTAINS & BLINDS

dc b value in every dollar

JA19734

Il curtains [ blinds

B shutters

dollar curtains = blinds

21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi 5672 2915
www.dollarcurtainsandblinds.com.au

% outdoor

AIR CONDITIONING

- ENERGY EFFICIENT
DAIKIN  yeaninG & CoOLING

BEST PRICE GUARANTEED ON ALL
DAIKIN AIR CONDITIONERS
VEU rebates available

(\ RELIANCE
& COOLING

CALL FORA

FREE QUOTE

JA21571

enquiries@easyair.com.au ausssos

Zap’s Blinds

Free measure & quote  :
“We come to you” 5
* Hollands * Sunscreens * Romans
I * Canvas awnings * Verticals
| * Timber & aluminium Venetians
| Servicing Gippsland - Mark & Rachael Zappa

0419 526 080 AH: 5672 3874

5 28

IBASS COAST

CONCRETING

o491 950 640

HM9644

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
v*F Bass Coast

2HVAC

Heating & A/C install and maintenance

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
Nick 0421 170 827

nick(dbasscoasthvac.com.au

ANTENNAS

PAULS ANTENNAS

« Professionally installing Antennas
« Data Points TV mounting
« Extra TV points
ALL WORK GUARANTEED
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Same day service. Covering all areas
Call Paul anytime 0402 429 114

JEN1972

BUILDER

e MoCormack Hoenes
= Eﬁi T

Specialist builder of period style custom homes.

0428 496 266 f=

brad@bradmccormackhomes.com.au  CDB-U 66015

JEN1971

BUILDER

Renovating your bathroom?
We specialise in bathroom
renovations and general
carpentry.

LB1093

David Cowan g(
Builder e—

0425 811443 CQWAN

Reg. DB-L71510
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CONCRETING

LEO MASTERSON

CONCRETING

¢ Exposed aggregate ® Driveways
e Crossovers ® Cow lanes
e Factories @ Shed floors

Call Leo: 0419 580 301

CONCRETING

REINFORCED CONCRETE
SOUTH GIPPSLAND

For all your
concreting needs
Phone: 0447 137 009

Email:
reinforcedconcreteaustralia@gmail.com

DECK RESTORATION

FS““ Deck Seal

Specialists in restoration
& preservation of timber decks §

Residential & Commercial |

BEFORE

DINGO SERVICES

BEN'S DINGO SERVICES

® Dingo (rubber tracks) ® 2 ton excavator
® Post hole boring

HM2969

® Bucket work
® Rotary Hoe
® Trenching

Operating locally
since 2001

0408 387722

=D

Advertise your business in the

TRADESX;SERVICES

DIRECTORY

$50 per edition full colour

$33.70 per edition mono
(Min of five consecutive editions)




EARTH MOVING & TREES

TREVOR BUNN 0427572 270
E: tbunn@outlook.com.au
MACHINERY:
* CAT326 Excavator 26 tonne
* CATD7 Bulldozer 25 tonne
* Giltrap Tip Trailers 16 tonne
* MF 7615 4WD tractor with front
end loader (180 horsepower) « Power grader
* Scraper ¢ Large wood chipper that can
handle any size logs, alternative to burning

LB1212

GARAGE DOORS & GATES

ABN: 85202917027

ROLLER DOORS
SECTIONAL DOORS
AUTOMATED GATES

SALES, SERVICE & REPAIRS
EMAIL: gandrgaragedoors@outlook.com
RUSS: 0415679778 GAV: 0400 217 595

LB1075
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ELECTRICIANS
| Rec. ais7e |

HM9101

For all your electrical works including
- Domestic upgrades
- Maintenance and Repairs
- TV, data and home networking
- Lighting installations & upgrades

- Kitchen appliances install
JOEL SHARPE 0412 950 720 : I
www . jselectricians.com.au
ALAN HEDLEY

ELECTRICAL

0418 538 560
AH 5672 2191

Small jobs - no problem

LB0380

REC 13004

GUTTER CLEANING

South East Gutter Cleaning
Servicing Gippsland

BEN 0450 186 235

se.guttercleaning@gmail.com
Vacuum Gutter Cleaning
Solar Panel Cleaning

| currer ceanine L I
VACUUM
GUTTER CLEANING

Tree Pruning & Removals | Solar Panel Cleaning
Fully insured and 20 years experience

IMPACT\

Phone Lochie
TREES & GUTTERS ' Servicing all areas I

0417 315 846
Vacuum Gutter Cleaning | Tree Pruning & Removals impacttg@bigpond.com

LB1002

TRADESRX;SERVICES
@ DIRECTORY 4

' LAWN MOWING
............ .

Call 131 546

i, 5 v FREE QUOTES

Jim's Hig- 2 v Fully insured
AL v Police checked
Mﬂw’ﬂg v/ OH&S compliant

Need it Done? v All work guaranteed
Jims the One | RISKFREE |
Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning, hedging,
rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, weeding,
mulching, odd jobs
WWW.jimsmowing.com.au

MECHANICAL SALES & REPAIRS

tiHusgvarna

* Kymco bike sales * Small engine sales & repairs
* Crossfire motorcycles * CF moto sales
* Origin energy household gas deliveries

E.W. & H.P. Fowler
WELSHPOOL OUTDOORS & ORIGIN GAS SUPPLIES

19 Main Street, Welshpool P: 5688 1304 F: 5688 1649
welshpooloutdoors @ bigpond.com  www.welshpooloutdoors.com.au

PAINTER / DECORATOR

M & J PAINTING
All aspects of painting

SPECIALISING IN ‘)

PRE-SALE MAKEOVERS 3

Commercial/Scheduled maintenance
Reliable and prompt

Call Mal 0448 101 771

LB0382

ELECTRONICS

James Dell

10 Ashenden Street

Leongatha, Vic, 3953

5662 3891

| admin@gardnerelectronics.com.au

Gardner Electronics

Security/Access control « CCTV « TV
* Data/Phone * Home Theatre * PA

LB0703

HOME & GARDEN

Lippsland Hame & Garden Malntenance

= Lawns- smead] acveages, large reshiendal blocks

= Customised holiday property packages
=Cemeral gardening jobs, inclading
seasomal fruit tree pruning

JEN1407

* Floor & wall tling
. Feany

issreds D o
= Painting John 0414 917 468

Ladl mern For @ s

PLUMBER

ALLADONE

=1 UL & Cfua o]
Plumbing | Roofing
Drainage | Maintenance
Gas | New builds

JEN2175

CCTV & Jetting
Daniel Behmer 0409 503 258

daniel@alldoneplumbing.com.au

EXCAVATION

FOR ALL YOUR
EXCAVATION NEEDS

EXCAVUATIONS

Kevin 0488 401 088
digginit.kc@gmail.com

HM10810

HYGIENE SERVICES
WASTE DISPOSAL

medic ©

* (Collection of clinical and related waste including sharps

* Servicing ALL washroom related products NEED
. . . ?
- Sanitary units, nappy units C\/SEOh/Li\}—IEO#!'
- Air freshener units, W/C & urinal deep cleans

 FREE clinical and related waste audits Servicing all of

. fidenti isposal service  Victoria and Southern
Confidential document disposal service New South Wales

Phone:1800 medico (1800 633 426)

WWW.mediCOServices.com.au 100% Australian owned and operated

B0700

Li

BSL PLUMBING

A LOCAL
. FAMILY BUSINESS

Hot water repairs * Burst pipes

Leaking taps & toilets
Gas service & repair

0425 706 991

lic 22952

JA22032

ROOF RESTORATION

$.0.5.ROOFING

YOUR LOCAL ROOFER
¢ Find and fix leaks ¢ Roof repainting
* Roofing repointing ¢ Valley renewal
¢ Roof demossing ¢ Guttering ® Gutter cleaning

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Call Steve 0412 160 071

South Gippsland
Security Services

¢ Patrols ® Guards ¢ Alarm responses
* Alarm monitoring
Your local security company for
Leongatha, Korumburra & district
Call Peter & Lesley Allman 5662 4280
Mob. 0427 516 317. Fax 5662 4259.
Lic. No. 655-194505  sgsecutity@bigpond.com

JEN1988

BB g

islandericray

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID
m==" =4

1300534110 __

STEEL & ROOFING SUPPLIES

McRae Engineering

GENERAL FABRICATION, STRUCTURAL STEEL,
FARM AND EARTHMOVING,
MACHINERY REPAIRS, SHEDS, DAIRIES ETC.

LB0165

CONSIDER IT BGRE

DELIVERIES ARRANGED OR PICK UPS WELCOME

5664 7408 | 0427 343 498 | 134 Whitelaw St, Meeniyan
shaun@mcraeengineering.net.au

TRACTOR REPAIRS

Speedy’s Tractor Repairs

- Mobile Service

LBO702

HM6630

Craig Davey:
0428 598 645

Servicing West & South
Gippsland and
Melbourne’s South East

INVERLOCH
exc
Wations

5
ABN: 70 380

Contact Pat: 0438 025 720
e: patrickbrosnan@y7mail.com

LB1176

¢ General excavations
¢ Site cleans * Driveways ¢ Site cuts

Conlaclus, 601‘1, @ 6m Wﬁ&.’

FLooR
o FACMAET

% CARPET ONE
I;:-;|.|r|||!i|_1. for less
LET US GIVE YOU A QUOTE

carpetone.com.au
21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi
5672 2915

JA21812

\{ V All aspects of landscape
(
3

design and construction

| & fr— PAUL OAKLEY
RULETD 0417 511 787
STUART THOMPSON ~ §
RESTERED 0422 195 210 ’

flowbydesignteam@gmail.com

@ FIND US ON INSTRAGRAM @FLOW.BY_DESIGN

LANDSCAPE DESIGN

SUSTAINABLE
LANDSCAPE

COMPAMY

HM10798

We specialise in nature friendly
landscapes and productive food gardens

See more at https://theslc.com.au

PLUMBER

RELIABLE PLUMBER

Fast Response at an honest price

* NO CALL OUT FEE

* Leaking taps & toilets

» Hot water systems replaced
« Vanities & water filters

Tappy The PTUMBEF . g fiing
0427 776 808 - General plumbing

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed vic. no. 19269

KEANE & SON

House Restumping & Levelling
Paul Keane

o e
0427 080 309

JA19733

Wiy,

keanesrestumpting@outlook.com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

JEN0276

Fully Insured

Contracting

Cherry Picker

Qualified Arborist
Qualified Climber
Chipper/Tree Removals
Stump Grinding

m'ﬁ’{ ¥

TREE X

et
TREE SERVICE W

o~
9
]
=1
o
3

www.treex.com.au
Office Duane Thomas

0493 425800 | 0409 968 040

d | WESTERNPORT

L |

bl WINDOWS AND HOME MAINTENANCE

MARK
P: 0418 686 583

ALUMINIUM & TIMBER WINDOW REPLACEMENT
DECKS | PERGOLAS | VERANDAS

LB0384.
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DEATHS

FUNERALS
WARE:

The Funeral Service
for Mr. Raymond
Lorance Ware will be
held at Handley &
Anderson Chapel,
3085 Loch-Wonthaggi
Road, Wonthaggi next
Thursday, January 4,
2024 commencing
at 2pm.

AXFORD, John:

Members of the
Outtrim Lodge 209 and
the District Brethren
mourn the loss of our
brother.

WBro John Axford PM. | service the funeral will
leave for the

He will be sadly Wonthaggi Cemetery.

Sentinel-Times W

dSsSl

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

At the conclusion of the

FILING
CABINETS

Brand new with
an anti-tilt
safety feature
Available in 2, 3
and 4 drawers.
Over 8 colours to
choose from.
Order now at the
Sentinel-Times
Wonthaggi office
47 McBride Avenue

STEEL ROOF TOP
TENT RACK:

To suit dual cab tray
with Kings awning.
1795mm Long x
1800mm Wide base
dimensions, 1795mm
Long x 1440 wide top
dimensions, overall

HMC14130

missed.
; Handbeys PRCHN
So Mote it Be. W onthaggs 1110{?4
LUCARDIE,

Maureen Joan:

18.09.1940 - 15.12.2023. | ALUMINIUM BOAT:

13 ft Stessel, forward
control, 20hp Mercury
outboard, 12 months
rego on boat and
trailer. $3,000.
Phone 0407 521 018.

Aunty Maureen you
were simply the best.

Our hearts are heavy,
and our thoughts and
love go to Anne, Helen,
and Daryl and their

FOR SALE

5672 1888 height 800mm
$300, pick up only
Wonthaggi.
FIREWOOD: Phone 0439 261 121.

$280 for 2 cubic mtrs.
Free delivery.
Phone: 5657 3291.

GARAGE SALES

families.
Love always. BEE HIVES:
-- All the Diggerman Nucs $300.

Established hive $450.
Young queens with
quiet bees. All new

equipment.

Phone 0403 571 199.

family.

The Funeral has
already been held.

] I-'.i. [‘JL]]E_"“'. '64’%]1{I{JI'EUH

Locally owned

= and operated by
Scott & Sharon

Anderson

h " | 56721074

Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi
3085 Loch-Wonthaggi Road, Wonthaggi
(PO Box 35)

Cowes office (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171

Email: info@handafunerals.com.au
www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au
AFDA.

AN B

JENC5055

EIREWOOD: INVERLOCH:
Red gum and blue gum 9 Plover Way,
firewood. Saturday and Sunday,
Top quality. December 30 and 31,
Wonthaggi. 8am - 3pm.
Small delivery fee. Massive garage sale!
5605 2217. Household clearance.
KORUMBURRA:
Mine Road Op Shop
o furniture sale in the
Furnlture Anglican Parish Hall, 5
Timber Bridge Road, January
5,2024. 10am -
0490 099 549 2.30pm. Come and
make an offer!
JENC5095
HAY:

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE
12.30PM
MONDAYS

Small squares, this
season, good quality,
$10 per bale,
free delivery.
Phone 5657 3291.

EST 1530 UK
1882 AUSTRALIA
ABN 83 076 028 790
BARRY WAKLEY
SCULPTORS AND
MONUMENTAL MASONS

“Memorials of Distinction”

Solid Granite monuments in many
colors and designs to suit any budget.
Letter cutting and renovation.

JENC5057

Handley

Caring For Our Community

Our experienced and qualified staff
provide personal, dignified service to all areas

Pre-need Funeral Plans available

5662 2717 .

24 hours - 7 days

JENC5056

Office and Chapel:
24 Anderson Street, Leongatha |
info@handleyfs.com.au

www.handleyfuneralservicescom.au

18 Inverloch Road, Wonthaggi 5657 3341
info@barrywakleysculptor.com.au

HARWOOD, FUNERALS

Family owned and locally based Funeral
Directors. We bring 25 years experience
to families in Traralgon, Morwell,

Churchill, Moe, Trafalgar, Korumburra
and surrounding areas.

THE CHOICE IS YOURS

Practical, sensible and affordable.
We offer both at-need and pre-paid
funerals. Dignity and Respect, always.

CREMATION PACKAGES
FROM $2750

www.harwoodfunerals.com.au
For 24/7 support 0405 669 532

JENC5061
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USED CARS PUBLIC NOTICES

?ﬁ“ﬁﬁ

CAR REMOVAL
WE PAY
YOU'

Bass Coast Recyclers

5672 2946

Mental Health

is vital in these
crazy times.

Jason Crestani,
Psychologist is
still open!

Over 25 years
experience.
Local resident.
Specialises in
children & also
sees adults!
NDIS registered &
Medicare rebates.
Call us with your
questions today.

www.inspiredhoney.com

JENC5062

(ZIVALTRTXR || p: 0425 764 733
*Conditions apply ~ ~
WONTHAGGI
BASS COAST EVENING VIEW
CLUB:

CAR REMOVALS

We pay you for your
unwanted cars,
4x4’s & trucks

Bunnings BBQ Raffle
winner: B Webster -
San Remo.

We can remove farm
scrap metal for free.
Towing now available.
Call Shane
7 days a week

ADULT
SERVICES

|

s678 2002 0r ;|| | ESCORT
0407 599 616 LINDA
Mature lady
NOTICE TO Gorgeous little figure
ADVERTISERS: Like some
Advertisements  offering a intimacyl -
used motor car for sale must 2 8
include in the advertisement: compgny. E
(a) The cash price of the From midday
motor car; and until 10pm
(b) Whichever of the in call/out call
following is applicable... ph 0439 263 764
« |f the motor car is
registered, the registration ’ s
. swal0270xe .

number; or

« If the motor car is
unregistered, the engine
number of the vehicle.

el SITUATIONS
: VACANT

PUBLIC NOTICES

SKILLED JEWELLER:
Skilled jeweller for

casual contract work.
Setting skills essential.
Local only - no
postage.
Pickup and drop off at
Ladasha Jewellery in
Cowes, Phillip Island.
Payment on delivery.
Apply in person.

@ Uifeline

HELPIS AS .
CLOSE AS THE :

TELEPHONE

131114

| @ Connect

with us

@sentineltimes

MILKINS
FUNERALS

Inc. Wonthaggi Funeral Services. Est 1973.

_ Servicing all districts —~
~ Chapel facilities available ~

For prompt and personalised
service phone
WONTHAGGI 5672 3123

PHILLIP ISLAND 5952 3485

PRE-ARRANGED AND PRE-PAID
FACILITIES AVAILABLE

Office - 102 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

A.ED.A.

JENC5059

DEADLINES

Classified single column
Mondays 12.30pm
Classified double column
Fridays 4.30pm

Please notethatdouble column advertisements
requiring a proof must be received at least two
hours prior to deadline and proofs will not be
provided for single column advertisements.

TO ADVERTISE

Phone:
5672 1888

Email:
ads@sgst.com.au

In person:

47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi
36 McCartin St, Leongatha

Mail:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi

 OR(A(9)

Office Hours:
9am-5pm Monday to Friday

Payments accepted:
<
eftpas

Advertising conditions:

Full name and address of advertiser must be
supplied even though not necessarily
included in advertisement.

VISA

The publishers reserve the right to omit and
alter any advertisement. Please check your
ad is correct the first day it appears. While
every care is taken to ensure your ad is
correct, errors can occur. We regret that we
cannot be responsible for any errors beyond
the first day if you fail to bring it to our
attention.

All advertisements must be prepaid unless
client has an existing credit facility. Accounts
are due and payable on the due date as
shown on the account.

The Motor Car Traders Regulations:

States that from July 1, 1998 all
advertisements for used vehicles including
motorcycles must include the cash price

of vehicle and registration number or
engine number if not registered.

Sentinel-Times




Employment

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE:

Much hardship and difficulty is caused to
jobseekers by misleading advertisements
placed in the employment columns.

Our Positions Vacant / Situations Vacant
columns are reserved for advertisements
which carry a specific and genuine offer of
employment.

Ads for ‘Business Opportunities’,
‘Commission Only/Sales,” training courses
and employment services should be
submitted under those headings.

Placing misleading job ads is an offence
against the ACL and all advertisements
are subject to the publisher's approval.
For further advice contact the Australian
Competition and Consumer Commission on
1300 302 502 or Consumer Affairs Victoria.

Taxi Drivers wanted
Come join our friendly team!

South Coast Taxis is seeking Drivers to join
our busy team. The positions would suit both
those looking to earn some extra income or
those looking for more a regular job. The
shifts are available from both our Cowes
and Wonthaggi Depots working the areas
of Phillip Island, Wonthaggi or Leongatha
with a mix of days, nights and weekends
available.

The successful applicants must enjoy
people, be experienced drivers and hold an
appropriate Drivers licence. The Taxi Driver
Accreditation and WAV endorsement can be
sourced easily.

Please phone 5951 4600 or send
your resume to Brendan at:
operations@southcoastbus.com.au
or post: PO Box 946,Cowes, 3922

CC5257

LEONGATHA
Secondary College

—A—

College Timetabler

Leongatha Secondary College have advertised
an Education Support position to join our team
as College Timetabler & Data Analyst.

This ES1-3 role is responsible for preparing
and implementing the college’s timetable to
reflect the curriculum directions and priorities
of the school, and for assisting in the smooth
running of the school.

The role is part time, with a 0.5FTE time
fraction (19hrs/week). Fixed term contract
commences 29/01/2024 for the 2024 school
year.

Refer to College website www.leonsec.vic.edu.
au for full details and role description.
Applications can be made via DET Recruitment
Online, College Timetabler & Data Analyst Job
Vacancy ID 1392444.

Applications close January 10, 2024.

Join Our Crew
At Wonthaggi

Whether it’s a first job, a job before the
dream job, or the job that turns into a
career. See what we can do for you. To

apply to work in this restaurant use the QR
code or visit apply.mcdonalds.com.au

LB0566

[[.EONGATHA

Rural Supplies
Locally Qumed & (perciéd

Sales Rural Merchandise

Rural sales full time position available
at Leongatha Rural Supplies.

Tasks are varied because no day is the
same in our rural retail store as you will
be required to work across a variety of
tasks including: Customer Service, Sales,
Ordering of stock, re stocking shelves

& pallets, unloading trucks & store
mechandising. Some delivering of stock
may be required at times.

Ideally applicants will have a background
in agriculture retail sales, strong customer
service focus with excellent phone manner.

Casual working environment, but fast paced
with flexible full time working hours on offer.
Rostered Saturday Mornings a definite
pre-requisite.

Competitive remuneration package
available to suitably qualified applicants.
Ideally would be available to start mid/end
of January 2024

Please email resume to:
caine@leonrs.com.au
or phone Caine: 0409 436 242
Applications Close:
Friday January 12, 2024

LEONGATHA RURAL SUPPLIES
21 YARRAGON ROAD
LEONGATHA VIC 3953

PH: 5662 4153

LB1213

Complete jobs listing online

www.sgst.com.au

Is your
employment
opportunity

listed
online?

Advertise your job vacancy
in the Sentinel-Times and get a
FREE listing in our online
and searchable directory at

www.sgst.com.au

Email your job adverts to:
ads@sgst.com.au

DEADLINE: Fridays 4.30pm

Sentinel-Times

Maintenance Trainee

South Gippsland Water (SGW) are currently seeking an
enthusiastic person to join us as a Maintenance Trainee.

The key requirements of the role are:

» A willingness to complete Certificate Il in Water Industry Operations (Network).
* The ability to work effectively in a team environment.
 An interest in working outdoors and ability to learn use of a range of tools, plant and

equipment.

* Ability to learn and apply safe work practices
* An ability to work collaboratively as part of a team to achieve customer outcomes.

* Fixed Term (2 Years) Full Time

« Starting Location: Various including Wonthaggi, Leongatha, Korumburra and Toora

* Flexible Working Arrangements Available
* Trainee Wage Level A

At SGW diversity is celebrated and respected as important for our wellbeing and success.
We strive for a workplace that is equitable and inclusive. We welcome diversity in applicants.

Please go to https://www.sgwater.com.au/careers/ for more details about SGW, the role

and how to apply.

ﬁh

Gippsland'Water

LB1208

Applications Close Monday January 8, 2024 at 9am

_/g/a:h

GippslandWater
Multiple Positions Vacant

We are currently seeking qualified
and enthusiastic individuals to join our
organisation in the following opportunities:

Health Safety and Training Officer

The Key requirements of the role are:

» Experience in administration roles

» Knowledge of health, safety and training
processes

» Competent in Microsoft office

* Flexible and adaptive to new tasks and
software systems

* Proven ability to solve problems within
role authority

» Permanent Part-Time

« Starting Location: By negotiation,
predominately working from home is
available

* Flexible Work Arrangements Available

* SGW Enterprise Agreement Band 4

Learning and Organisation

Development Senior Officer

The Key requirements of the role are:

» Demonstrated experience with the
application of organisational development
and/or learning and development
theoretical frameworks and practice.

» Demonstrated experience in the design,
application and management of learning
and development programs across a
diverse workforce.

» Demonstrated experience in learning
management/HR systems and software.

« Strong written and verbal communications
skills, with the ability to present, connect
and influence at all levels.

» Permanent Part-Time

« Starting Location Foster, Victoria

* Flexible Work Arrangements Available
* SGW Enterprise Agreement Band 7

At SGW diversity is celebrated and
respected as important for our wellbeing
and success. We strive for a workplace
that is equitable and inclusive. We
welcome diversity in applicants.

Please go to https://www.sgwater.com.au/
careers/ for more details about SGW, the
role and how to apply.

LB1214

Applications Close
Sunday January 7, 2024 at 5pm

PUBLIC NOTICES

"B CARING FOR
, SAM'S CHILDREN

Please support the fundraiser for
Sam Fraser’s children, to help cover
the cost of their care and education.

To donate, g0 1o gofund.mc/béc777cb,
or search gofundme.com for

“Caring for Sams Children”.

LN

Making a real
difference in the
lives of people
across Bass Coast.

If you can give, please
give where you live.

HM7077

NOTICE OF AN
APPLICATION FOR
A PLANNING PERMIT

Will this planning application affect you?

The land affected by the application is located at:
943 Berrys Creek Rd, Mirboo North, VIC, 3871
The application is for a permit to:

Clause 52.02 - under Section 23 of the
Subdivision Act 1988 to remove an easement

APPLICATION DETAILS

Application Number: 2022/310

Address: 943 Berrys Creek Road,

Mirboo North, VIC, 3871

Applicant name: Brian Moxham Surveying

For Further reference contact:
Sebastian Lorenzo Ph: 5662 9200
Email: council@southgippsland.vic.gov.au

How can | find out more?

You may look at the application and any
documents that support the application at the
office of the South Gippsland Shire Council at
9 Smith Street, Leongatha. This can be done
during office hours and is free of charge.

You can find more details or make a
submission regarding this application by
scanning the QR code below or by

visiting the link to view more details:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/planning

How can | make a submission?

What are my options?

This application has not been decided and you
can still make a submission before a decision has
been made. Any person who may be affected by
the granting of the permit may object or make
other submissions to comment to the responsible
authority. An objection must:

+ be made to the responsible authority in writing
« include the reasons for the objection and;

« state how the objector would be affected.

If you object, the responsible authority will tell
you its decision.

The responsible authority must make a copy

of every objection available at its office for any
person to inspect during office hours free of
charge until the end of the period during which
an application may be made for review of a
decision on the application.

The responsible authority will not decide on
the application before: 15th January, 2024.

Find out more: &
Scan the QR

code using your v
mobile phone South Gippsland

LB1211 Shire Council
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Winners of the fishing competition
were Holly Carr, Maxine Kelly, Ross
Kelly and Roman Carr.

Wonthaggi Angling

WINNERS for the November fishing
competition were:

Junior female, Holly Carr with a bream
weighing 550g.

Senior female, Maxine Kelly with a
bream weighing 712g.

Veterans, Ross Kelly with a bream weigh-
ing 858g.

Junior male, Roman Carr with a bream
weighing 615g.

Senior male, Brian Allan (absent) with a
bream weighing 627g.

Sponsor of the Month was Bass Coast
Rubbish Removal & Bin Hire.

Bag limit reduced for
cockles in Corner Inlet

THE DAILY recreational bag limit for
cockles in Corner Inlet has been reduced
to two litres per person to better share the
resource and ensure the species remains
sustainable for generations to come.

Victorian Fisheries Authority CEO Tra-
vis Dowling said Corner Inlet is a fantas-
tic fishery shared between recreational
and commercial fishers and is home to a
delicious array of seafood including King
George whiting, flathead, calamari, gum-
my shark and cockles.

“Cockles offer shore-based fishers who
don’t have a boat another option to take
home a fresh meal of Victorian seafood for
the dinner table,” Mr Dowling said.

Reducing the bag limit for cockles was a
recommendation of the Corner Inlet Fish-
eries Management Plan released in 2022
and received widespread support during
recent public consultation.

The new lower bag limit for cockles of
two litres, or half a litre if removed from
their shells, applies only to Corner Inlet
and includes McLoughlins Beach, a popu-
lar spot amongst fishers to collect the bi-
valve shellfish.

Elsewhere across Victoria the cockles
bag limit remains at five litres per person,
or one litre if removed from their shells.

Ahead of the Christmas holidays, Fish-
eries Officers are installing signage about
the change around Corner Inlet and
McLoughlins Beach to inform local and
visiting fishers of the new lower bag limit.

Mr Dowling said summer is a wonderful
time to enjoy the great outdoors, wet a line
with family and friends, and explore Vic-
toria’s world-class fisheries in Gippsland
and beyond.

Recreational fishers are reminded that
only hands and feet can be used to col-
lect cockles and that digging implements
are not permitted. A recreational fishing
licence is required, unless exempt.

For more information about recreational
catch limits and licensing, fishers are en-
couraged to download the free VicFishing
app or visit vfa.vic.gov.au/fishingguide

Andy Burgan - Open Men Winner. Photo: Peter Fogarty.

Longboarders compete at Summerlands

PHILLIP Island Boardrid-
ers Club (PIBC) held their
longboarders competition
two at Summerlands where
they were sheltered from the
wind. There was some seri-
ous rock dodging going on
out at Penguin Point as they
battled with the low tide
which started to fill in and so
did the waves.

A standout competitor was
Andy Burgan, with 30 years’
experience on the point pay-
ing off, taking out the Men’s.

Ebony Maier surfed grace-
ful as always, taking out the
Open Women's. Mark Letts

with his powerful turns domi-
nated the oldies, taking out
the style masters and So-
nia Seuren styling her way
through to take out the mixed
Juniors.

Longboard winners
(PIBC)

Open Mens: 1st Andrew
Burgan, 2nd Eli Curry, 3rd
Ben Gerard Taylor

Open Womens: 1st Ebony
Maier, 2nd Natalie Van Der
Heyden, 3rd Nala Taylor

Mixed Juniors (U18):
Sonia Seuren

Style Masters Mixed (45+):

1st

1st Mark Letts, 2nd Andrew
Lidsey, 3rd Natalie Van Der
Heyden

Aggregate
winners (PIBC)

Junior Males (U18): 1st
Toby Davies, 2nd Oscar Dean,
3rd Lachie Eastwood

Junior Females (U18): 1st
Sarah Seuren, 2nd Abbey
Clarke, 3rd Zoe Scott

Cadet Males (U16): 1st An-
gus Kennedy, 2nd Hamish
Farman, 3rd Sunny Steiner

Cadet Females (U16): 1st
Evie Lutz, 2nd Lillian Bassed,
3rd Savannah Bennett

Senior Mens (28-45): 1st
Marcus Wright, 2nd Bill Hosk-
ing, 3rd Tim Anagnostou

Masters (45-60): 1st Adrian
Maier, 2nd Dumpy, 3rd Drew
Johnson

Legends (60+): 1st Mal
Gregson, 2nd William Yusko,
3rd Robert Michael Hosking

Senior Women’s (35+): 1st
Zoe Adams, 2nd Michelle
Fincher, 3rd Kellie McDonald

Open Women: 1st Sarah
Seuren, 2nd Lillian Bassed,
3rd Abbey Clarke

Open Men: 1st Carl Wright,
2nd Harry De Roth, 3rd Ash
Easton

Fishcare Volunteers bring

FISHCARE would like to
extend a heartfelt Happy
New Year to all the dedicat-
ed Fishcare Volunteers who
made a significant impact
throughout the year.

These individuals have
shared their passion for
fishing and have also played
a crucial role in promoting
responsible fishing practic-
es.

The Corinella Boating &
Angling Club (CBAC) worked
with Fishcare Volunteers
earlier this year for The Co-
rinella Come and Try day.

It was a busy event with
two sessions of 15 partici-
pants each that were booked
out well in advance.

Fishcare volunteers also
worked with the Anderson
Inlet Angling Club Inverloch,
holding practical fishing
workshops for 90 grade five
and six students in Novem-
ber.

Over the past six months,
Fishcare Volunteers con-
ducted an impressive 205 re-
sponsible fishing workshops
to over 3780 participants.

Volunteers have worked

with 42 schools and held
102 community events in-
cluding 36 all-ability events.

These workshops have been
instrumental in educating the
community about sustain-
able fishing techniques and
the importance of preserving
our aquatic ecosystems for
future generations.

By engaging with students,

events to
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Ciana., Melena and Grace, at the Come and Try Fishing
Day, hosted by Fishcare Volunteers and Corinella Boating
& Angling Club, earlier this year. obO1_5523

the Fishcare Volunteers have
instilled a sense of environ-
mental stewardship in the
younger generation, ensuring
that the principles of respon-
sible fishing continue to be
passed down.

These events have brought
together people from all
walks of life, fostering a sense
of community and shared

thousands

responsibility towards our
natural resources.

They have been an excellent
platform for spreading aware-
ness and encouraging more
people to adopt sustainable
fishing practices.

These events have ensured
that everyone, regardless of
their physical abilities, has
the opportunity to participate
in and enjoy the joys of fish-
ing. This inclusive approach
underlines the commitment
of the volunteers to make
fishing an activity that every-
one can enjoy and appreciate.

The dedication and hard
work of the Fishcare Volun-
teers have not only promoted
responsible fishing but have
also created lasting memories
and learning experiences for
all participants. As we cele-
brate this festive season, let's
take a moment to appreciate
and thank these incredible
volunteers for their invalu-
able contribution to our com-
munity and the environment.
Season’s greetings to all the
Fishcare Volunteers, and
here’s to another successful
year ahead!

TI D E WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY - S ——
December 27 December 28 December 29 December 30 December 31 January 1 January 2 P
1.00am 1.54am 2.42am 3.25am 4.02am 4.36am 5.06am E rT] I
G “ I D E A 1.57m A 1.61m A 1.63m A 1.64m A 1.63m A 1.61m A 1.58m al u S yo u r
¥ 6.19am ¥ 7.18am Y 8.08am ¥ 8.53am ¥ 9.35am ¥ 10.15am ¥ 10.53am — -
TIDAL PREDICTIONS FROM 0.86m 0.80m 0.75m 0.69m 0.65m 0.61m 0.58m Is Ing n otos
PORT PHILLIP HEADS A 12.18pm A 1.14pm A 2.04pm A 2.50pm A 3.33pm A 4.15pm A 4.55pm
Approx. Tide Variations: Seal Rocks, 1.32m 1.33m 1.35m 1.36m 1.36m 1.36m 1.34m
Venus Bay, Waratah Bay and Cape 6.35pm 7.26pm 8.13pm 8.57pm 9.37pm 10.15pm 10.50pm news@sgst.com .au
Woolamai (Same), Tooradin +2hrs 45, A 0.26m A 0.24m \ 0.25m A 0.26m A 0.30m A 0.35m A 0.42m
Cowes Pier +50, Stony Point +40
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Woolamai Beach SLSC
Bronze Medallion Camp

WOOLAMAI Beach Surf

Lifesaving Club (WBSLSC)
recently held their weeklong
Bronze Medallion Camp
where candidates learnt the
skills and knowledge of pa-
trolling and surf awareness
in order to participate in life-
saving operations.

The Bronze Medallion
Award is the minimum stan-
dard to become a fully quali-
fied lifesaver. Some of the
training that candidates en-
counter during the course
include, how to identify haz-
ards and risks, how to recog-
nise appropriate beach types
and conditions, how to safely

assist a person in distress
using rescue techniques and
perform basic resuscitation
techniques, plus much more!

Chief instructor Terry
Aslanidis ran the camp at
the Woolamai Beach Surf
Lifesaving Club, where a
majority of the training was
conducted on the beach of
Woolamai, however, candi-
dates travelled to neighbour-
ing beaches due to extreme
weather conditions.

“This year we had a total of
54 candidates and 19 leaders
participate on the Bronze Me-
dallion Camp making it our
largest camp ever,” said Terry.

“The training team were
faced with a few challenges
across the weeklong camp
including lightning and thun-
der and big swell however
candidates remained in high
spirits and enjoyed every lit-
tle bit of the camp.”

Summer is here and with
the forecast predicted to be
hot and dry, Woolamai Beach
SLSC and Life Saving Victoria
urges beach goers to be re-
sponsible around our water-
ways this summer holidays.

The conditions and beach
layout are always changing at
Cape Woolamai.

“Over the last month we

have noticed a significant
change to our sandbars and
rips posing greater danger
for unsuspecting beach go-
ers,” Terry explained.

From January 26, Woola-
mai Beach, Smiths Beach,
and Cowes Foreshore will be
patrolled by lifeguards and
lifesavers every day from
10am until 6pm. Beach goers
are reminded to always swim
at patrolled beaches between
the red and yellow flags.

Any changes to the patrol
times will be communicated
through Woolamai Beach
SLSC social media platforms
(@woolamaibeachslsc.

Surfs up and safety too at C

THE First Surf Beach at
Cape Paterson is a great op-
tion for families looking to get
some surfing action this sum-
mer with good surfing waves
at both ends of the beach
and some great boogie board
waves on either side.

The Cape Paterson Surf
Lifesaving Club has been
running continuous patrols
over the pre-Christmas and
Christmas-New Year period
and are encouraging people to
swim between the flags.

Their busiest day is likely to
be Sunday, January 21, 2024
when they provide safety ser-
vices for the annual Cape
Aquathon, swim and run race
with a start time of 10am.

Meanwhile, skills training
and competition continues
with Josh Kitwell one of those
getting their inflatable res-
cue boat driving hours up in
recent weeks.

ape Paterson

Laura Moara, Gemma Mavangio and Mark ‘Doogs’ Legg on patrol at Cape Paterson

recently.

SPORTS

Amy Hodson has committed to raise
$2000 for the Starlight Foundation
Super Swim Challenge for the second
year running. Z01 5223

Amy dives in to
swim 30km in 2024

SUPER Swim Hero Amy Hodson is tak-
ing to the pool again in 2024 for her sec-
ond year running, and this time, Amy is
aiming to raise $2000 for the Starlight
Children’s Foundation.

Amy has signed up to complete the
swim challenge during February of 2024
with a goal of swimming 30kms; with
most of the kilometres to be swam at the
Wonthaggi YMCA.

The community showed immense sup-
port for young Amy in 2023 and this
time around, the 11-year-old young lady
is aiming big to continue helping those
sick kids using the services of the Star-
light Foundation.

At the beginning of the year Amy swam
25km and exceeded her personal goal
- raising $10,000 and brightening the
lives of over 51,000 kids.

2024 will be the fifth annual super
swim challenge and Amy loves swim-
ming, hoping one day to be in the
Olympics.

“When I initially heard about the chal-
lenge I thought, I want to do it because
adults help kids all the time but it's hard
for kids to help kids and with this chal-
lenge, I can help sick kids and swim at
the same time.”

As we re-cap on Amy’s dedication in
2023, Amy’'s mother Robyn said Amy’s
motivation for the challenge came from
her time in and out of hospital as a young
child. Amy has no vision in her right eye,
she was born with a rare cataract on the
right side and underwent surgery at only
eight weeks old. Since then, she spent
many years at the Royal Children’s Hos-
pital for appointments and further sur-
geries due to her cataract.

Amy’s coaches and teammates from
South Gippsland Bass Swimming Club
(SGB) rallied behind Amy in her last
challenge and were extremely proud of
her determination to achieve her goal.

Amy looks forward to her 2024 goal
and her chance to support the Starlight
Children’s Foundation again next year.

To support Amy and encourage her
thoughtful effort in helping others visit
superswim.org.au/amyhodson

Wonthaggi Ladies Golf

LAST Wednesday, Wonthaggi ladies en-
joyed superb golfing conditions and of the
15 players half the field had scores better
than 36 points.

There were two mates who played to-
gether and both came in with 44 points. It
was only on countback that Donna Bros-
nan (42) 44 points was the winner with
Simone Lindsay (37) 44 points runner-up.
What great scores, so Golflink deducted 3
shots from Donna and 4 shots from Sim-
one off their handicaps.

BDL Wendy Cross 41, Catherine Bolding
40, Merryn Dear 40, Robyn Wilkinson 38,
Anne Poulton 38.
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SPORT | CRICKET

Back from left, Chris Read, Peter Reagan, Joel
Dickson, front, Alex Miller, Daryl Smith, Garry Knox,
Barry Ingwersen and Arthur.

Regulars at Rusty Cricket, Andrew O’Hoy, Neil White,
Daryl Smith and Garry Knox. absent Gavin and Viraj.
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Trevor Wilson was a regular at Rusty Cricket for the
first five years.

Rusty Cricketers and our Korumburra visitors.

The good oil on Rusty Cricket

CRICKET in its truest
sense is very time consum-
ing. Not everyone can com-
mit to training, playing and
contributing to a cricket
club as much as a cricket
club would like. So Neil
White and I discussed a
quicker alternative for the
not-so committed cricket-
er. Rusty Cricket, with its
bat and chat theme, was
born. This season the ab-
breviated form of cricket
celebrates ten years of bat-
ting and chatting,

Here are some of the
memorable moments.

We started in October
2014. We've always had
humble numbers, only
occasionally have we uti-
lised the second net at the
Loch Memorial Reserve.
Participants vary accord-
ing to work commitments,
health, family commit-
ments and the weather.
Unlike regular team sport,
you are not letting anyone
other than yourself down
by not turning up. “Do it
when you can... while you
can,” we say.

Batting and chatting can
mean many things. It's a
men’s shed in the nets with
no catching, no running,
no throwing... just a re-
laxed bat and a bowl in the
nets. We chat amongst our-
selves, with the caravan-
ners, with the dog walkers.
Last Monday night we were
told it was 50 years since
Woodleigh-Kernot won the
first of four Premierships.
We reminisced.

Our closest brush with
fame was when we met
the caravanners from Lis-
more. They proudly told
us that “their boy” Josh
Hazelwood was not a
Gippsland power station,
but a future powerhouse of
the Australian Test team.
How right they were.

The South Gippsland
Shire filmed wus. Which
led to Chat and Chomp, a
Shire auspiced men’s men-
tal health initiative. This
led to table tennis tables
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By Garty Knox

for the Woodleigh Hall...
then the Table Tennis mar-
athon for the Poowong-
Loch Cricket Club... then
$6500 for local cricket via
the Bat Bowl Catch and
Care program. Koonwar-
ra, Imperials and Mirboo
North Cricket clubs were
the beneficiaries.

That film is now includ-
ed in a Queensland Gov-
ernment program to ad-
dress idle hours for shift
workers in the Queensland
mines. They paid us $300
for filming Rusty Cricket,
it was suggested that that
money might marry up
with a huge donation of
cricket books from the
Loch opportunity shop to
start a cricket/sporting li-
brary at the Loch Memo-
rial Reserve.

Campers and caravan-
ners frequently join our
rag-tag cricketing group.
A foursome from Sweden
came back to Loch after
seeing the “Rusty Cricket
here Monday nights” sign.
They were waiting for us,
they welcomed our coach-
ing, they participated to
the fullest, they were great
students. Us Rusty Crick-
eters signed a cricket ball,
which was duly presented
to the Swedes. On some
mantelpiece in Oslo there’s
memorabilia and memo-
ries of Loch, the Reserve
and Rusty Cricket.

On the same night as the
Swedes, we met a young
family from Broome. They
joined in fully too. And just
as we were about to pull up
stumps, the couple from
Broome brought out the
chocolate cake cooked in
their camp oven. A beauti-
ful gesture - a special night
for nationals and interna-
tionals.

We stumbled across a
fifteen year-old training
by himself but under the
watchful eye of his grand-
mother. They were both
new to Loch. He joined

in with Rusty Cricket,
we connected him to the
Poowong-Loch  juniors...
he went on to play in a
Poowong-Loch Under 16
Premiership.

There was the working
bee that no other commit-
tee would take on. Cleaning
out, and then dismantling
Evan Jones’s rambling old
shed was a project enthu-
siastically embraced by all
of our Rusty Cricketers of
the time. Evan paid well,
we bought half a dozen
cricket balls with the cash
and “banked” the camara-
derie. Unfortunately, Evan
never got to build that new
shed on our cleared site.

Not known by everyone is
the fact that Rusty Cricket
played a lead role in es-
tablishing the local over
60’s team. One wet Janu-
ary Monday night when all
others had invoked the wet
weather rule, Doug Pell
and Andrew O’Hoy twisted
my arm toward Loch start-
ing an over 60’s team. We
discussed at length the
merit of one club estab-
lishing a team, compared
to the team being Associa-
tion based. The eventual
outcome and subsequent
letter to the local cricket
association prompted the
formation of the Kooka-
burras, which in turn, the
following year, led to Over
50’s cricket, and now on a
regular basis the cream of
our older local cricketers
representing Victoria (and
better).

We swapped passion-
fruit, rhubarb, Dberries,
fish and fishing stories on
a regular basis. We solved
the world’s problems every
week. We solved a few seri-
ous personal problems too.

We were visited by Crick-
et Victoria. Well never
know if Cricket Victo-
ria’s interest was initiated
“higher up”, or just their
local rep showing good
local interest. But we ap-
preciated their interest. We
were disappointed that CV

didn’t inspire us further by
batting or bowling with us
on that night.

Then there was the young
bloke who had a liking for
fast cars and too often be-
ing chased by the cops. He
was our most unlikely re-
cruit. He was semi regular
for two seasons... regular
enough for the local police-
man to thank us for play-
ing a positive role in the
young blokes otherwise
very disrupted life.

Every Australia Day
weekend, one of Korum-
burra’s sporting elite fami-
lies and their friends camp
at the Loch Memorial Re-
serve. Their offspring in-
ject an element of never-
before seen pace into the
Rusty Cricket nets. For
that week “we guard our
loins like never before”.

The bowling from the
French family that joined
in one week was more to
our liking. We gave them
their first taste of cricket.
And when we took Rusty
Cricket on the road to
Leongatha and witnessed
the retired school teach-
er present his near new
wicket keeping gloves to
the newly formed women’s
cricket team, we agreed
that “cricket was in safe
hands”.

We'd like to think that
Rusty Cricket has in some
small way contributed to
our communities’ well-
being, brought us in con-
tact with multi-culture
and the passing traveller,
and helped continue the

friendships that crick-
et (and sport) enables.
Happy tenth birthday
Rusty Cricket.

And many thanks to
the Sentinel Times for
their decade of support,
the ladies at the South
Gippsland Shire Coun-
cil for their work toward
men’'s mental health and
all the Loch Community
Facebook participants for
their timely and regular
encouragement.



SPORTS

Gippsland Goannas

THE Gippsland Goannas Over-70
cricketers made the long trip to Glen
Waverley on Tuesday, to be greeted by a
heavy shower of rain.

After a cuppa or two and a ground
inspection, it was decided that there
would be little chance of a decent
game, so the Goannas turned around
and went home.

The next scheduled games are: the
Over-60 team is due to play at Koo Wee
Rup on Sunday January 7.

The Over-70 team is due to play a
home game against the West Gippsland
Wombats and the Over-50 team is not
scheduled to play until January 17,
but they do have a couple of deferred
games to fit in.

More information on venues etc will
be forwarded in the new year.

Park Lane to partner
with Surfing Victoria

SURFING Victoria is excited to an-
nounce a new partnership with Park
Lane Phillip Island that will see it be-
come the exclusive accommodation
provider for Surfing Victoria events on
Phillip Island.

With four events across the Surf-
ing Victoria events calendar in 2024,
Park Lane Phillip Island will be offer-
ing competitors exclusive discounts
on accommodation and at A Maze’'N
Things.

“We are stoked to welcome Park Lane
Holiday Parks on board as a Surfing
Victoria partner,” said Surfing Victoria
CEO Adam Robertson.

“Park Lane Holidays Parks are a
fantastic business that we share a lot
in common with. Having an amazing
accommodation venue on Phillip Is-
land will allow our competitors a great
place to rest after sampling the great
waves in the region.

“We look forward to staying with
Park Lane Phillip Island throughout
2024

Starting in February with the Victo-
rian Open Series (February 17-18),
Phillip Island will also host the Victo-
rian Longboard Titles (February 24-
25) and Woolworths Victorian Junior
Surfing Titles (May 2-5) before finish-
ing the year with the Phillip Island Ju-
nior Pro (October 2-5).

“We couldn’t be happier to be part-
nering with Surfing Victoria,” says
Park Lane Holiday Parks and A Maze'N
Things Head of Sales and Marketing,
Dan Wallwork.

“As a family owned and operat-
ed business, our values are closely
aligned and we can’t wait to host com-
petitors, and their families and friends
during Surfing Victoria events.”

“We look forward to providing a com-
fy place to rest after a big day riding
waves and a fun venue next door with
A Maze’'N Things to entertain families
in their downtime. It's very exciting.”

Arthur O’Connor for parents
Fergus O’Connor and Abby
Tranter.

Lettie Lindsay for parents
Riley Lindsay and Laura
Williams.

Frederick Francis on the
other wing for parents Tristan
and Kelsey Francis.

-

Remy Jones for parents Nathan and

Emma Jones.
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Wonthaggi Power had such a big year in 2023 that they’ve
been able to name their ‘Team of the Year for 2042’ from
upwards of a dozen babies who arrived through the year,
including in the latest arrival, twins for coach Jarryd Blair
and his wife Jess. They are Ned Lindsay, Jimmy and Bohdi
Blair, Frederick Francis, Lettie Lindsay, Arthur O’Connor,
Beau Marshall, Brayden Duscher and Remy Jones.
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Kealey Lindsay.

Ned Lindsay for parents Aiden and

Beau Marshall for parents
Bryce and Chloe Marshall.
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Bohdi

One of the twins,
Blair, for Jarryd and Jess.

Another of the
Jimmy Blair.

twins,

Brayden Duscher for parents Glen
and Jo Duscher.

Baby boom primes
Power’s premiership plans

THEY promote themselves
as ‘the family club’ down at
Wonthaggi Power, taking a leaf
out of the Hawthorn playbook,
and they certainly backed it
up this year with upwards of a
dozen babies arriving during
2023 for the Power playing
group, football and netball.

In fact, in a light-hearted nod
to the club’s success off-the-
ground, you might say, they
posted a picture of ‘The Team
of the Year 2042’ after coach
Jarryd Blair and his wife Jess
announced the arrival of two
more boys, twins Jimmy Blair
and Bohdi Blair, to join the
busy Ziggy and Gus, making it
four under five we're told.

IT'S OUR COUNTRY RACING

Day 1 - Family Fun Day

x’;f"' 2 Stony Creek

Day 2 - Pink Roses Race Day
Day 3 - School Holiday Race Day

Stony Creek Summer Series

Also included in the team,
named on a wing was Ned
Lindsay for parents Aiden
and Kealey Lindsay; Freder-
ick Francis on the other wing
for parents Tristan and Kelsey
Francis; Arthur O’Connor
down back for parents Fergus
O’Connor and Abby Tranter;
Beau Marshall another key
defender for parents Bryce
and Chloe Marshall, Brayden
Duscher an obvious forward
for parents Glen and Jo
Duscher, opportunist forward
Remy Jones for parents Na-
than and Emma Jones, with
Jimmy Blair and Bohdi Blair
in the engine room.

And in a move we hope

(3 Friday 29th December

Food trucks - live music - Kelly Sports supervised kids activities
Funky Farm wildlife shows - face painting - entertainers & more!
Reserved tables & umbrellas, marquees, and bean bags available

For tickets, information or bus timetables visit
BN Racing Club www.stonycreek.com.au or phone (03) 5664 0099

(53 Tuesday 9th January
(53 Thursday 18th January

doesn't take this long to ar-
rive, Lettie Lindsay named as
coach, for parents Riley Lind-
say and Laura Williams.

New General Manager at
Power Brendan Knight said
it was a nice way to finish the
year.

“Yeah, it was great, there’s
been quite a baby boom this
year with a lot of kids around
the club,” said Brendan, after
putting the club’s 2023 annu-
al general meeting last Tues-
day night to bed.

“There’s more than one way
to count success and, apart
from losing the grand final,
we still had a great year,” he
said.

It was steady as she goes on
the committee with Peter Lid-
dle continuing in the role and
similar personnel throughout.

They have all the football
coaches in place, with the lat-
est appointment being suc-
cessful Under 14s coach Jess
Feather promoted to coach
the Under 18s. Jarryd Blair
Seniors, Darren Brown Re-
serves and Matt Pugh/Glenn
Jobe Under 16s are continu-
ing.

The club has wrapped up
training for the year, they have
a pre-season camp organised
for January and practice
matches set down for March
9, 16 and 23 next year.
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SPORT | FOOTBALL

LEFT: The endurance and skills
at the contest of Wonthaggi Power’s
Ryan Sparkes have been noticed by
Collingwood VFL list managers.

RIGHT: The brilliance and athleticism
of Wonthaggi Power’s Jack Hutchinson
will find a ready outlet in Collingwood’s
VFL side next year.

Collingwood VFL
call up for Power pair

TWO of Wonthaggi Power Football
Netball Club’s best and brightest, Jack
Hutchinson and Ryan Sparkes, will get
the chance to raise their already impres-
sive games to a whole new level after be-
ing picked up by Collingwood’s VFL team
for the 2024 season.

It won't mean the pair will be lost to
Power, if the example of Richmond VFL
regular Cam Olden of Leongatha is any-
thing to go by.

Olden played 14 VFL games in 2023 as
a small forward and seven for Leongatha,
including a starring role in the final se-
ries including having a day out against
Moe in the Qualifying Final at Wonthaggi
when he kicked a match-defining eight
goals.

Both Sparkes and Hutchinson bring
something different to the Pies; Sparkes
an all-round game based on awesome en-
durance and ability to get forward, back
and to more contests.

Hutchinson could be anything up for-
ward with his athleticism and drive.

Both would benefit from the fitness and
structure of a VFL stint, and it might just
add some of that small percentage of im-
provement Wonthaggi needs to capture to
go one better in 2024.

Clearly the connection with Colling-
wood premiership player, Power coach
Jarryd Blair has helped.

Power FNC posted its congratulations
on its website: “Well done to our very
own Jack Hutchinson and Ryan Sparkes
on being listed at Collingwood VFL.
These two were standouts over the last
two years at Wonthaggi Power and in the
Gippsland league earning their positions
at Collingwood. We are proud to be called
your home club boys!”

New home for South
Gippsland Umpires
Association

SOUTH Gippsland Umpires Association
(SGUA) has a new training facility at Ko-
rumburra Recreation Reserve.

“This move comes as a result of large
growth in our membership over the last
several years, outpacing the capacity of
our previous location,” the SGUA stated
in their announcement.

The new training home includes a 110-
seat function room, well-equipped kitchen
and bar facilities, and dedicated male and
female changerooms.

Umpires will enjoy a full-size training
oval with modern LED arena lighting, hav-
ing previously trained at the Leongatha
Velodrome.

The SGUA committee worked hard to
orchestrate the move to Korumburra.

“This transition marks the beginning of
a new era and we eagerly anticipate the
opportunities our new facility presents for
our association.”

In statesmanllke style, Collingwood’s

Among those dellghted tobe meetmg one of the heroes of the 2023 Collingwood Mason Cox takes time to chat with
premiership win, Mason Cox, were Fish Creek youngsters Brylie and Heidi young and old during a visit to Fish
Creek on Tuesday.

Mason Cox for Prime Mlnlster

Hamilton and Jasper Mileto.

AUSTRALIA is not the
same as America in a num-
ber of key ways. One of them
is that you don’'t have to be
born in Australia to rise to
the rank of political leader in
this country, the Prime Min-
ister, like you do in the US
of A.

And if his statesmanship
during a visit to the dev-
astated, but fighting-back-
from-adversity Fish Creek
Football Netball Club on
Tuesday is anything to go by,
Collingwood’s Mason Cox is
a political leader of some-
one’s country, maybe theirs,
maybe ours, in waiting.

He was absolutely superb,
not only pressing the flesh,
meeting old timers of the
Fish Creek club, recent and
modern-day legends, sup-
porters, kids you name it,
but also took a keen interest
in the club’s history, what
happened on that fateful day
back in November and what
the club intends to do now.

At the end of it, he pledged
Collingwood’s support for
their recovery.

“On behalf of the Magpies,
thanks for asking us out
and for telling us the story
of your club and also the
fire,” said Cox before an as-
sembled throng, many of
them attired in the black and
white of the Pies and also the

Collingwood’s Mason Cox took a particular interest in the history of the Fish Creek
Football Netball Club and its fight back from adversity prior to handing over a signed
Collingwood guernsey to Fish Creek co-president Ray Stefani, also with Oleg Markov and
Paddy Lipinski in support and Jason Harding holding Collingwood’s premier trophy.

red and white of Fish Creek.
“I know youre going to
come back bigger and bet-
ter but if there’s anything we
can do that helps with the re-
build, just let us know.”
They've already done a lot.
As well as coming over
specially from their country
training camp at Morwell
and Traralgon, after hearing
of the devastating incident,
when the revered clubrooms

was burnt to the ground on
Saturday, November 4, with
all of the club’s 37 premier-
ship cups, trophies, photos
and memorabilia from 120
years, the Collingwood play-
ers also brought with them a
signed premiership jumper
to keep or to auction.
“Here’s a signed and au-
thenticated Collingwood
jumper, it's yours to keep
but I wouldn’t blame you if

you wanted to auction it to
raise money for the rebuild.”
A delighted co-president
Ray Stefani gratefully re-
ceived the jumper and
thanked the Pies’ play-
ers Mason Cox, Oleg Mar-
kov and Paddy Lipinski
as well as the Collingwood
staff who came across to
support the club as the
immense task of rebuild-
ing starts in earnest.

Collingwood flies in to back Fish Creek fightback

From page 36

As sad and tragic as that
moment was, it was also
the beginning of the club’s
fightback, and together with
members of the rebuild
committee, including Jason
Harding and Megan Vuiller-
min, they explained that the
club’s netballers and foot-
ballers were back in train-
ing and preparations were
well advanced towards put-
ting temporary accommo-
dation in place for showers
and changerooms, and a Kkit-
shed, while they got on with
the job of building new club-
rooms.

“We hope to have that in
place during February,” said
Stefani.
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After taking the time to hear
the story of the fire and the
fightback, the Collingwood
players had a few surprises of
their own, presenting the club
with a signed and authenti-
cated Collingwood jumper
that they can keep or auction,
and they also produced the
2023 AFL Premiership Cup,
for a photo with Fish Creek’s
replacement 2023 Mid
Gippsland Premiership Cup,
replaced and handed over
a few weeks ago at a league
meeting.

“On behalf of the Colling-
wood Football Club, thanks
for asking us out and for tell-
ing us the story of your club
and also the fire,” said Mason
Cox.

“I know you're going to come
back bigger and better after
this but if there’s anything we
can do that helps with the re-
build, just let us know.”

The city media thought
enough of the visit to send
news crews from Channel 7
and Channel 9, including up-
and-coming young reporter,
Xander McGuire, son of for-
mer Collingwood president
and TV celebrity Eddie Mc-
Guire.

A feature of the visit by the
Collingwood players was an
extensive meet and greet with
Fish Creek and district locals,
young and old, prior to the
start of the last training run
for Fish Creek at the end of a
highly eventful year.

Major fundraiser

Fish Creek FNC has an
enormous task ahead of
them, raising enough mon-
ey to rebuild at John Ter-
rill Park Recreation Reserve
but their first major event
will come on Sunday, March
3 at Leongatha’s Memorial
Hall when they stage a mega-
sports gala with Hawthorn

great David Parkin and
former player, coach and
administrator Neil Balme

among those already signed
to appear.

It is expected that several
of the stars of Australian
netball will also attend.

Watch for more details in
the months ahead.
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Here’s cheers as two premiership cups are joined at Fish Creek last week; Andy Kerr, Alex Moon, Jason Harding and Ray

Stefani with theirs and Oleg Markov, Mason Cox and Patrick Lipinski with theirs.

£

Oleg Markov had heard about the plight
of the Fish Creek FNC from former teammate
at the Suns, Sam Flanders and was delighted
to catch up with Sam’s grandfather Kelvin
Flanders during the visit to Fishy.

with Collingw

Collingwood champs Patrick Lipinski and Oleg Markov crowd in with the kids and
supporters at Fish Creek for a photo of the two cups, Fish Creek’s replacement premiership

cup of 2023 and Collingwood’s AFL trophy.
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Stop that man! That’s former Fish Creek FNC
President Alex Moon and crazy Collingwood
supporter appearing to make off with
the 2023 AFL Premiership Cup during the
Magpies’ visit last week.

The spotlight was on Fish Creek last
Tuesday when the Collingwood Magpies
came to town and the city press, including
Channel 9's Zander McGuire prepared news
stories on the plight of the Fish Creek club.

ood at Fish CreeK

Fish Creek Football Netball Club secretary Brenda Jordan
takes possession of the signed and authenticated Collingwood

guernsey, presented by Pies’ premiership forward, Mason Cox
last week.

Collingwood premiership player Oleg
Markov chats with Fish Creek Under 18s
coach Colin McPhee and his Collingwood
supporter son, Eli.
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Capturing thé moment of the visit by Magpie heroes Oleg Markov, Mason Cox and Patrick
Lipinski to Fish Creek, with the two premiership cups and gift of a signed and authenticated
Collingwood guernsey.

Collingwood players Oleg Markov and Mason Cox discuss the highs and lows of the 2023
season with Fish Creek FNC officials Ray Stefani and Megan Vuilermin on the site of the
devastating fire.
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A E
E : SR Big Mason Cox made a lot of effort to get
Collingwood premiership player Oleg around to allthe kids and adult supporters at
Markov meets the kids at Fish Creek during Fish Creek and to chat with the club about its
a visit by the club last week. fightback from adversity in 2023.
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That’s two cups, Collingwood’s 2023 AFL Premiership Cup and Fish Creek’s replacement 2023 Mid Gippsland Football Netball League Premiership Cup, on display
when three premiership Magpies visited the club as a show of support for Fish Creek last Tuesday where they we given a warm welcome. m02_ 5223

Collingwood flies in to
back Fish Creek fightback

WHAT happened last Tuesday
when the most successful football
club in Australia met the biggest?

It was moment of mutual respect
when members of Collingwood’s
2023 premiership team including
Patrick Lipinski, Oleg Markov and
Mason Cox, came across from their
community camp at Morwell to visit
the Fish Creek Football Netball Club
and hear how they’re were fighting
back from adversity.

It was also the latest show of sup-
port from throughout the football
world, with everyone it seems, well
aware of the plight of Fish Creek, up
one minute as 2023 Mid Gippsland
Premiers, and down the next as vic-
tims of a shocking arson attack.

“I hear you've won a few premier-
ships,” said the big Texan, Mason
Cox.

“We just won our 37th this year.
We think it's the most premierships

won by any club in Victoria. Might
be the most in Australia,” replied
Fish Creek FNC Co-President, Ray
Stefani.

Cox explained that Collingwood
had heard what had happened in the
fire a few months ago and that the
club had lost all of its premiership
cups, flags and memorabilia and
were keen to come over and show
their support.

“So, can you tell us something
about the fire and how it happened?”

Stefani explained the fire had been
deliberately lit during a robbery on
Saturday morning, November 4,
with devastating results.

“At 5 o’clock on Saturday morn-
ing I got a phone call to say the
clubrooms were on fire. The next
thing I got this photo sent through
on my phone,” he said of a informa-
tion sign on the site of the old club-
rooms, complete with a photo of the

building as it was, a shrine to the
club’s success, but also an impor-
tant community facility, and the now-
famous fire of the rooms in flames.

“It was hard to believe. We got
down here and the fire brigades and
the police were here but there was
nothing anyone could do.

“As you can see in this photo, it
was already well ablaze, and the roof
had already fallen in.

“And as the day went on, one of the
shire engineers came down and had
a look and said it's all got to come
down.”

They explained how club members
were in tears as they helped demol-
ish the place, with former members
and players coming down to watch
as the top floor and then the chang-
erooms were demolished.

“By the following Wednesday, it
was all gone.”

Continued page 34

Collingwood premiership player Oleg Markov
autographs a football for Violet Johnstone of
Toora. Markov along with teammates Mason Cox
and Paddy Lipinski took time away from their
community camp at Morwell to meet locals and
visit the site of the old clubrooms at Fish Creek.
mO03_5223
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5-7 Lyon St, Leongatha VIC 3953
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TREAT YOURSELF WITH BRAND

NEW STABILISED DENTURES.
YOU WON'T KNOW YOURSELF.

Have full confidence in your new stabilised dentures, not only do
they look great and are made using the very latest technology in
record time - they are affordable at only $7495.

e: QSDenturestudio@outlook.com

Talk to us today about getting stabilised dentures for the New Year.
Call us today for your complimentary, no obligation consult.

*Terms and conditions apply. Includes over denture stabilised with 2 implants
and a complimentary upper denture.

Call 03 5662 0012
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