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For more than 130 years, Alex Scott and Staff has been proud to be part of the
growth and success of our communities.

As summer approaches, our beautiful region is once again in the spotlight.

With enormous growth over the past two years, the outlook remains strong for property
in Gippsland and The Bass Coast.

If you are keen to make a move, make sure you get the right advice. Whether you're looking
to sell, or secure your slice of paradise, our friendly and experienced team are here for you.

Melbourne Inverloch Lang Lang Phillip Island  Venus Bay CLASSIC GOOD SERVICE

(03) 8680 2545  (03) 5674 1111 (03) 5997 5599  (03) 5952 2633  (03) 5663 7111 —— SINCE — ALEX SCOTT
Berwick KooWee Rup Leongatha Sale Warragul ' 8 8 6 AND STAFF

(03) 9707 2000 (03) 5997 2133  (03) 5662 0922 (03) 5655 2480 (03) 5623 4744 Ect.1886

Grantville Korumburra Pakenham San Remo Wonthaggi

(03) 5678 8433  (03) 5655 1133 (03) 5941 1111 (03) 5678 5408 (03) 5672 1911 ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU
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Take only memories, leave only footprints...

SUMMER is fast becoming one of my
favourite times of the year.

As a kid growing up on Phillip Island

And, as you embark on your seasonal
road trip or bunker down may this summer
be filled with abundant adventures big or

INSIDE...

7

Seaside retirement

Iloved winter - there was no traffic, the small, a new activity or visit to somewhere 14 A gastronomicjourney
beach was all yours and the storms that you have never been.
rolled in were spectacular, plus there was Savour the moments whether you tick off 15 Walk with Bass
nothing better than a refreshing surf. a must on the bucket list by yourself or hit a L
Second to winter was February, once walking track with extended family in tow. 20 Where to fish in Western Port Bay
everyone went home! Let the wind blow through your hair, the
Alittle older and wiser and I love the sun warm your skin and water freshen your : 22 On coursefora great summer of golf
warm weather and excitement that comes mind - and remember to apply sunscreen. 28 Gems of South Gippsland
with summer. This year we have made a few changes )
For our family this summer will be a little within which we hope you will enjoy. : 34 Surfboards supporting surfers
bit different - a little human joined us and From our families to vours have a
that has slowed us down. No longer are we fantastic and safe newsyllear. : 46 For mates by Mates
rushing, instead we are taking time to roll : 48 Di 1 | eateri
in the sand, smell the roses and look at life Iscoveriocal eateries
through younger eyes. : 50 Discover the markets
As the weather warms, I'm looking :
forward to showing him all the fantastic : 52 Kids activities page
things there is on offer around Bass Coast :
and South Gippsland.

TerryWhite
Chemmart

Dedicated to (are

SERVICES

Sleep Apnoea
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Travel Clinic E}ﬁ "
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and more! vt

Vaccinations
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INVERLOCH
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KORUMBURRA
P: 5655 1555

TerryWhite
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he gateway

SAN REMO, a picturesque fishing village
serves as the gateway to the stunning landscapes
and coastal wonders of Phillip Island.

Its quaint harbour and vibrant foreshore, wel-
comes visitors with a blend of maritime history
and seaside tranquillity.

From delicious fresh seafood cooked to perfec-
tion at San Remo Fisherman’s Co-Op to noon
pelican feeding, cast a line from the jetty or let
the mind wander on a stroll around the back of
San Remo - there is simply something for every-
one.

And if San Remo is not your final destination
for the evening, then it’s over the bridge one
heads after stocking up on essentials at IGA.

The iconic bridge leads to the enchanting Phil-
lip Island, a haven for nature enthusiasts and ad-
venture seekers alike.

Known globally for its diverse wildlife and
breathtaking landscapes, the Island captivates
with its pristine beaches, rugged cliffs and Iush
nature reserves.

Aplayground indoors and out, families and the
solivagant have plenty of destinations waiting to
be explored.

Hop into bathers and hit the beaches, or grab a

thl} BEST.

paddle and jump into water sports, but remem-
ber to swim between the flags. There are plenty
of beaches to explore each with their own char-
acteristics — explore the SS Speke at Kitty Miller
Bay or carve into the waves at Woolamai.

And when the sun is high and sand scorching
make memories with those around you - take
a wildlife cruise, be amazed and puzzled in a
maze, see the Island from new heights, set the
bets for the best bowler, indulge the tastebuds
alongside purple hens overlooking Swan Bay
and step back in history with our Vietnam Vets.

Explore the reserves spotting a lazy koala or
two and after ajam-packed day of travelling and
adventure tantalise the tastebuds at Phillip Is-
land RSL.

After you've ticked off your Island explora-
tions pack a picnic, grab some sushi and head
to French Island or the Peninsula on the ferry.

And if you forget the towels or toiletries Dim-
mys has you covered.

Whether you’re exploring the island’s history
or basking in the sun on the foreshore embark
on a journey that intertwines the beauty of
the natural world with the warmth of coastal
communities.

foud fiuendly bocal ghoten

Owned and operated by locals, San Remo IGA offers local and gourmet lines
Come and shop our great range of groceries, fresh produce,
fully-stocked deli, on-site butchers and liquor

or shop online SANT'EMO0IQa.com.au

D
Saw Reuto 3 pius LIGUOR

OPEN 8AM — 8PM, 7 DAYS A WEEK

135 Marine Parade, San Remo e Phone 5678 5337 &3 San Remo IGA

Voted the BEST

FISH & CHIPS
= 1n our state!
"é\@ ()25

OPEN 7 DAYS

HM11076

SAN REMO JETTY

srfco.com.au
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cruises

PHILLIP Island is a unique summer
destination, find yourself surrounded
by beautiful beaches and nature. One
of the best ways to explore the Island
is with a Wildlife Coast Cruises tour,
taking you on various ocean journeys
around this fantastic area.

For cute marine life, jump on a Phil-
lip Island Seal Cruise. This amazing
tour takes you up-close and personal
with thousands of Australian Fur
Seals at Australia’s largest breeding
colony, Seal Rocks. Summer at the
rocks is an interesting time as pups
born from Oct-Dec can be spotted
finding their feet and exploring their
habitat in small rockpools and bleat-
ing at their mothers. The Phillip Is-
land Seal Cruise takes you along the
north-west side of the Island, past
the Nobbies and Round Island, it’s
an essential to do when visiting the
Island.

As well as Seal Rocks, there are lots
of other stunning areas of Phillip Is-
land to visit, Cape Woolamai being

one of them. The cape is iconic for
its towering granite cliffs, caves, and
remnants of the old granite quarry, all
surrounded by impressive turquoise
waters. The Cape Cruise is a one-hour
tour that takes you to view this scenic
area and departs from the historic San
Remo fishing village. After you return
from your cruise make sure to try the
delicious local Fisherman’s Co-Op,
fish n’ chips, using fresh flake straight
off the boats.

In the evenings find yourself kicking
back, enjoying a local wine and some
delicious appetisers aboard an eve-
ning Sunset Cruise. Taking you across
the bay viewing birdlife and watching
the sun set along this alluring coast-
line. Or if you’re in the mood for live
music the Bay and Beats Cruise will
keep you entertained boasting some
excellent local talent as you take a
tour around the bay.

So, get the kids out of the house
these holidays and set sail on a sea ad-
venture with Wildlife Coast Cruises!

&

Phillipdsiands

Ehilliggs Phillip Island
eal Cruises

Sunset Cruise

-
Wildlifecoast

BOOKINGS CALL1300763739 ORVISIT WWW.WILDLIFECOASTCRUISES.COM.AU
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Take a scenic flight

PHILLIP Island boasts breathtak-
ing beauty with rugged coastlines,
idyllic beaches, world class motors-
ports and an abundance of wildlife
in its’ natural habitat, and Phillip Is-
land Helicopters provide a bird’s eye
view of some of the most spectacular
scenery in Australia.

Helicopter flights are available for
all ages; allowing children to experi-
ence lift off into the skies above and
take in the impressive aerial views
of the renowned seal rocks - home
to Australia’s largest seal colony, the
Grand Prix Circuit - host to Moto
GP, the state-of-the-art Penguin Pa-
rade, Cape Woolamai, and Victoria’s
beaches along Bass Coast.

The multi-award-winning busi-
ness has been regularly recognised
as the most popular tourism attrac-
tion in Bass Coast, and pilots Oli Par-
son and Jason Edmonds share why.

7:5956 731

WWW.PIH.COM.AU
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Oli’s passion for helicopters began
as a toddler, when his parents and
grandparents would take him into
the city helipad just to watch the
flights come in and out, but it wasn’t
until graduating from university
and beginning a career in marketing
that he made the decision to start his
training and become a pilot.

“T've been in the industry for close
to six years now and I only wish I had
done it sooner.”

“We'’re tested on our dedication
and undergo 105 hours of flying, fo-
cusing on circuit flying and sloped
landings, before becoming licensed.
I feel lucky to have my passion as my
career,” said Oli.

With flights taking to the skies ev-
ery day, locals and tourists can ex-
perience the joy and adventure from
one of five different flights on offer,
starting from only $130 per person.

S St et

Jason and Oli share the love of the
cove in Cape Woolamai — “a scen-
ery overlooking breathtaking aqua
seas,” said Jason.

Jason too had a passion for the avi-
ation industry and moved to a career
as a pilot in 2020 after working in the
marine industry for 20 years.

“My first flight was in the Sunshine
Coast, and I knew this career aligned
with my passion, and nothing beats
the views over Phillip Island,” said
Jason.

Pilot Darcy Warne shared that
the scenic flights showcase Phil-
lip Island from a different perspec-
tive - one that you can only get in
the air; an adventure to tick off the
bucket list and enjoy with family
and friends.

Grab your camera and head to Vet-
erans Drive, Newhaven today.

To book or to find out more, visit
pih.com.au or call 5956 7316 to speak
to their friendly staff.

Goontryit...youlllloveit!

PHILLIP B ISLAND

' HELICOPTERS

Phillip Island
Helicopters provide
a bird’s eye view of
some of the most
spectacular scenery
in Australia.



AT 81 years old, Val Dohl contin-
ues to give back to her community.
After a career in Melbourne dedicat-
ing her profession to helping others,
Val chose a seaside retirement in the
coastal town of Bass Coast and has
been feeding the pelicans for the past
15 years.

“I work with the San Remo Fisher-
man’s Co-Op to feed the pelicans four
times a week,” Val says, “a daily tradi-
tion that has been ongoing for the past
40 years.”

“The San Remo Fisherman’s Co-Op
provides a bit of fuel and a bit of bait
to the local fishing boats and from that
catch we take the flathead - we take
the fillets off to be served in the shop
and the head and the backbone is fed
to the pelicans.”

It is illegal to feed the wildlife, but
the Fisherman’s Co-Op have been pro-
vided approval from Victorian Fisher-
ies and Wildlife to conduct the daily
feeding that is a tourist attraction for
many visitors to the old fishing town.

It is known that pelicans eat an aver-
age of a kilo a day, but what is provided
by the Co-Op is seven kilos between all
of them to ensure the pelicans are not
relying on the feeder for their source of
food.

“Due to the pelicans going out to
get their own catch, the daily num-
bers of pelicans fed on the foreshore
changes - particularly in the summer-
time when they get a better feed in the
ocean,” Val explained.

It is known that pelicans don’t have
any predators; however, as part of

the daily pelican feeding, Val and her
colleagues check the pelicans for inju-
ries. Injuries from fishing wire tangled
around their legs, consumed plastic
from the sea, or even fishing hooks that
haven’t been disposed of correctly.

The tourist attraction of feeding the
pelicans is also an educational means
to help the wider community better
understand how to protect the wildlife
on Phillip Island.

Val continues to monitor the peli-
cans to see if they have an injury and
works coincide with Phillip Island
Nature Parks when a pelican requires
treatment.

“We all work together for the wildlife
- if they have encountered an injury
we’ll work with local rangers and the
local vets before they are then safely
released back into the wild,” said Val.

A number of the pelicans have been
fitted with a green tag/tracking device,
in order for Fisheries and Wildlife to
identify their flight path and critical
habits.

“Pelicans don’t mate here on Phillip
Island; they travel quite a long way to
mate - flying out into the bay to a little
group of sandy islands called Mud Is-
land over near Portsea.

“The female then makes a nest out
of anything she can find, and she’ll lay
two eggs a couple of days apart, before
the first one is hatched around five
weeks later,” Val explained.

To see Val and her colleagues from
the San Remo Fisherman’s Co-Op feed
the pelicans, head down to the San
Remo foreshore daily at noon.

o e iy

Sail to French Island, a pristine, off the grid eco destination.

WESTERNPORT[ERRIES ~ Westernportferries.com.au or call 035257 4565 Perfect for nature lovers, cyclists & walkers!
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Open Nightly 6pm to Late.
New Year's Eve to Australia Day Long Weekend.
Book Online and Save!

asaisc.com
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Discover serenity and historic charm

CHURCHILL Island, situated
off Phillip Island (Millowl), of-
fers breathtaking panoramic
views and a fascinating cultural
history with many stories to be
uncovered. Tucked away, this
hidden island gem allows for
a perfect escape this summer,
where time unwinds, and the
rest of the world is left behind.

The island is significant in
Bunurong culture with exten-
sive ‘midden’ sites along the
eastern shoreline, and is named
Moonar’mia for the many moo-
nah trees (Melaleuca lanceolata)
that grow here, some of which
are hundreds of years old.

Churchill Island is the site
of the first European garden
in Victoria, and the first site
where wheat was grown in the
state. Since the 1850s this fertile
57-hectare island has been con-
tinuously farmed and in 1872
Samuel Amess, former Mayor
of Melbourne, purchased the
island and built a substantial

house and outbuildings. The
families to follow also left their
mark on the island, and their
dwellings and farm buildings
still stand today, a drawcard for
tens of thousands of visitors a
year.

Discover the historical build-
ings and gardens full of cottage
plants and roaming chickens,
while tall, heritage listed trees
offer shade and dot the island,
including a magnificent Norfolk
Island Pine.

The open green lawns and
oceanic views on Churchill
Island are an ideal setting to
picnic. This calming yet in-
spiring backdrop frames the
Farmhouse kitchen, where visi-
tors pause for a moment to re-
lax on the deck before or after
exploring. Choose from cof-
fee, tea, brunch or a delicious
lunch. You might just get a visit
from ‘Andrew’ the curious and
friendly resident peacock who
loves to say hello.

Every day, the farming activi-
ties and demonstrations cap-
ture the imagination of chil-
dren and adults alike. Including
blacksmithing, sheep shearing,
and working dog demonstra-
tions, the farm is a chance for
young children to see animals
from their favourite story books
up close. Some get the chance to
pat a goat or Dolly the pig, while
others explore the farm that’s
home to many baby animals
like lambs or chicks in fields and
stables.

The island also boasts a va-
riety of scenic walking trails
which offer sweeping bay views
and windows into a variety of
ecosystems. Take a seat at the
bird watching huts to soak in the
tranquil scenery and spot the
wildlife that call the surround-
ing mangroves, wetland system
and mudflats home. Churchill
Island has a story that must be
walked and discovered to be
understood.

Phillip Island
NATURE
PARKS

Visit Penguin Parade, Churchill Island, Antarctic Journey, Koala Conservation Reserve
BOOK NOW penguins.org.au
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A Maze’N Things and its collection of
world-class, innovative attractions
guarantees an experience found nowhere else.
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AS SUMMER holidays approach,
families from all over Victoria and be-
yond are on the lookout for the perfect
destination to create lasting memo-
ries and share unforgettable experi-
ences.

Look no further than A Maze'N
Things on Phillip Island, an extraordi-
nary haven designed to cater to anyone
seeking fun, adventure, and a touch of
magic. This iconic attraction is an un-
paralleled escapade for all, making it
the ideal choice for the perfect sum-
mer family getaway.

A Maze’N Things epitomises a ver-
satile entertainment hub, appealing
to a broad spectrum of visitors. From
families with children to adventure
seekers, tourists exploring the island,
and groups seeking educational and
team-building activities, this destina-
tion offers something exceptional for
everyone.

The cornerstone of A Maze’N Things
lies in its ability to cater to families.
Boasting a myriad of indoor illusions,
puzzles, and captivating magic shows,
it’s a treasure trove of entertainment
for parents and children alike. The
sprawling 3D outdoor maze and the
engaging mini-golf course foster mo-
ments of family bonding and pure
amusement, creating an environment
where joy knows no bounds.

For tourists and holidaymakers, A
Maze’N Things stands as a beacon
of unique experiences amidst the al-
lure of Phillip Island. Its blend of in-
teractive mind-teasing activities and
outdoor adventures makes it an irre-
sistible choice for travellers seeking
distinctive and memorable attractions
during their vacation.

Conveniently situated just minutes
away from Cowes, A Maze’N Things
serves as an accessible haven for day
trippers and weekend excursions.

esti

Ihis >
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Whether individuals or groups, the al-
lure of spending a few hours immersed
in entertainment and fun is an irresist-
ible pull for those exploring Phillip Is-
land.

The attraction isn’t just for families
and groups; it beckons adventure seek-
ers and puzzle enthusiasts to indulge
in the thrill of the 3D maze and unique
experiences offered in Puzzle Island
and Magic Manor. Meanwhile, food
aficionados find delight in the offer-
ings of Puzzle Café and Parky’s Lollies
& Gelato, tantalising taste buds with an
array of refreshments.

A Maze’N Things and its collection
of world-class, innovative attractions
guarantees an experience found no-
where else. The diverse blend of in-
door and outdoor activities ensures
year-round appeal, while its family-
friendly atmosphere and proximity to
other tourist spots add to its allure.

The attraction’s commitment to de-
livering exceptional customer service
further cements its reputation as a
destination of choice for leisure and
entertainment.

As the summer holidays approach, A
Maze’N Things stands tall as the quint-
essential family destination on Phillip
Island. Its unparalleled blend of enter-
tainment, education, and adventure
beckons one and all to immerse them-
selves in an extraordinary journey of
fun, learning, and cherished moments.

Coming from afar? Consider staying
at the neighbouring Phillip Island Park
Lane Holiday Park, where guests enjoy
a 50 per cent discount on entry to A
Maze’N Things, ensuring an unforget-
table summer holiday experience.

Pack your bags, prepare for excite-
ment, and head to A Maze’N Things for
an unparalleled adventure that prom-
ises to redefine your summer holidays
on Phillip Island!

= AT 1.._';.'-:':_?@" =
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MAZE
THINGS

f N i
TONES MAGIC UFPMEE* é
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 @AMAZENTHINGS

Hamozenthings

1805 PHILLIP ISLAND RD COWES VIC (03) 5952 2283
please vigit AMAZENTHINGS.COM.AV
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Pick your own
strawberries

AT Macca’s Farm, strawberry pick-
ing is not just an activity; it’s a sensory
journey of indulgence, relaxation, and a
celebration of fresh air and farm vibes.
The scenic route, flanked by piglets on
the left and a wildlife-filled lake on the
right, transports you into the heart of
working farm life.

Stepping out of the car and heading
inside for a bucket it’s strawberry pick-
ing season. Rows of fresh strawberries
yours for the taking — but beware they
are delectable, and one bucket may
only last the night... or even 10 minutes.

A kilometre of waist-high picking
rows provides easy access for all, in-
cluding wheelchairs.

After aberry-filled adventure, indulge
in the paddock-to-plate restaurant,
where the ambiance is as delightful as
the menu. Whether seated outdoors in
the shade or finding comfort indoors
during unfavorable weather, seasonal
specials promise a mouth-watering
journey from breakfast to brunch.

Adjacent is the Produce Store. From
hydroponic vegetables to farm-butch-
ered meats and locally sourced delights,
Macca’s Farm provides an opportunity
to stock up on weekly essentials and in-
dulge in the joy of supporting local.

A havgn for all ages

ON the lookout for the perfect des-
tination that guarantees laughter,
excitement, and a memorable time
together. Look no further than the
Phillip Island Tenpin Bowling and
Entertainment Centre, a hidden gem
offering an abundance of joy for visi-
tors of all ages and abilities.

Tucked away on the picturesque
Phillip Island in Cowes, this enter-
tainment hub is not just a bowling al-
ley - it’s a wonderland that caters to
every taste.

Bowling enthusiasts will find them-
selves in their element. The state-of-
the-art bowling lanes provide a per-
fect blend of fun and competition,
making it an ideal activity for families
and friends. Whether you’re a sea-
soned pro or a casual player, the at-
mosphere is welcoming, and the staff
are always ready to assist, ensuring

B Pick your own

B View our roaming

B Relax over a delicious
W Fresh produce grown

B On-farm butchery offering

OPEN 5 DAYS Wednesday to Sunday
Café 9am - 3pm = Shop 9am - 5pm
2185 Dalyston-Glen Forbes Road, Glen Forbes

(Just off Bass Highway, turn at Van Steensel Timbers)

Phone 0484 648 413 1@

FARM

strawberries — delicious!
farm animals

meal from our café

on the farm

free range beef, pork and
in-house smoked small goods

— all direct from the farm and
locally sourced lamb

HM11070
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that everyone has a strikingly good
time.

But the fun doesn’t stop at bowling.
Lazer tag adds an exhilarating touch
to the experience, offering a thrilling
and interactive adventure for par-
ticipants of all abilities. The futuristic
battlegrounds and strategic gameplay
make it an ideal choice for those seek-
ing an adrenaline rush. But beware,
the competition may not be who you
expect.

For those who prefer a different
kind of competition, the centre also
boasts table tennis, pool tables and
an air hockey table. Gather around
for friendly matches, showcase your
skills or just have a good time.

A revamped and expanded range
of arcade games add an extra layer
of excitement to the mix, appealing
to both the young and the young at

heart. From classic games to the latest
releases, the arcade is a hub of enter-
tainment where players can challenge
each other and test their gaming
prowess.

Including a café with a licenced bar,
the entertainment complex is open
daily until late with $25 unlimited
bowling each evening from 6.30pm-
9.30pm between December 22 to Jan-
uary 27 (minimum four per lane, no
bookings).

Make a beeline for Phillip Island
Tenpin Bowling and Entertainment
Centre these holidays whether swel-
tering heat or bucketing rain. Wheth-
er you're rolling strikes, dodging la-
sers, or enjoying a game of pool, the
centre promises an unforgettable ex-
perience that captures the spirit of the
season — no matter your age or ability,
there’s something for everyone.

$25 UNLIMITED

BOWLING, LAZER TAG & TABLE TENNIS

6: 3OPM

0: 3OPM

EVERY NIGHT THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
MINIMUM 4 PER LANE

i......q

PHILLIP ISLAND

TENPIN BOWLING
& ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE

5882 87/

www.pitenpin.com.au
91-97 Settlement Rd Cowes

Excludes New Years Eve




Sip, swirl and cele

PURPLE HEN'S AWARD-WINNING WINES

TRAVELLING along the country road
the turn to Purple Hen is a sight to be-
hold - past the vines and appearing
at the Cellar Door, there is no room for
maybes, it’s simply time to relax, chat
with good friends and embrace the
sights and sounds of nature.

The year was 2001, horticulturalist
Rick Lacey was looking for a change with
his wife Maira Vitols and stumbled upon
the 80 acres on McFees Road in Rhyll.

“We were lucky to find the site when
we did,” Rick explained.

“We planted our first five acres of vines
in January 2002; currently we have 30
acres under vines.”

The first vintage was picked in 2004, a
delectable Pinot Noir.

What has followed is over 200 trophies,
awards and medals across Chardon-
nay, Merlot, Pinot Gris, Riesling, Sauvi-
gnon Blanc, Sparkling Wines, Viognier,

Shiraz, Cabernet Sauvignon and Pinot
Noir all produced on Phillip Island’s
doorstep.

In 2006 Rick and Maira opened their
Cellar Door and since then families,
friends and solivagant’s have tasted, em-
braced and enjoyed sun filled days over-
looking Western Port Bay a glass in hand
and cheese platter on the table.

“We’re incredibly lucky to live on the
property, to work and grow vines here,”
Rick added.

Purple Hen’s Pinot Noir made waves
right from its first vintage (2004) with
that wine winning best Pinot Noir in
both the Gippsland Wine Show and the
Royal Melbourne Wine Show. Since that
time the Pinot Noir has won best Pinot
Noir in eight of the 18 Gippsland Wine
Shows. Their Shiraz has also shone, win-
ning medals for every vintage and nu-
merous trophies. Aromatic white wines

a»~ National Vietham Veterans
Museum and Café

Open 7 days
10am 5pm
Ph: 5956 6400 /

FASCINATING FOR ALL AGES

PO W

25 Veterans Drive, Newhaven, Phillip Island - viethamvetsmuseum.org

have also performed very strongly - the
2023 Riesling - Off Dry secured Gold in
this year’s Gippsland Wine Awards and
the 2023 Sauvignon Blanc took home
a Silver and Award for Best Sauvignon
Blanc.

island grown and made. We offer seat-
ed tastings, with people able to enjoy
a glass, a bottle or two between friends
and wines available to take home.”

to enjoy a vineyard when the sun is shin-
ing, don’t dismiss Purple Hen when the
storms are rolling in with under cover
seating available, and views to revel in
the darkened skies.

purplehenwines.com.au for summer |
music events. l

“We offer what you see — our wine is

And whilst there is never a better time

Don’t forget to pop in for your New L

Year’s Eve collection.

Follow Purple Hen on socials and visit

Situated on Phillip Island, Purple Hen is a beautiful location for growing
and enjoying wines of distinction. A multitude of wine show medals
and trophies attest to the quality of the wines. Visit our cellar door and
experience our great wines and platters featuring local produce.

First three Friday’s in January, visit our website for details.

School Holidays: 11am - 5.30pm, 7 days a week
Other times: 5 days a week (closed Tuesday and Wednesday)

96 McFees Road, Rhyll, Phillip Island

T. 5956 9244
www.purplehenwines.com.au

PURPLE [ HEN

HM11079
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NESTLED within the picturesque
coastal landscapes of Inverloch,
RACV’s Radius Restaurant emerges as
a beacon of culinary excellence, offer-
ing a sophisticated dining experience
that marries exquisite flavours with a
breathtaking ambiance.

Meander the wetlands and cross the
creek there is delight to be had on ev-
ery corner at RACV Inverloch Resort.

Sipping cocktails with friends on
The Deck - the new alfresco area (with
retractable roof) - or relaxing in the
Zenith Lounge there is a variety of op-
tions this summer.

On a fine Summer’s Friday, the
Sentinel-Times visited this culinary
haven, indulging their tastebuds
overlooking the views of Eagles Nest
to Wilsons Prom, and the signature
mouth-watering delights served by
Executive Chef Rohan McCullagh did
not disappoint.

Our culinary journey began with the
smoked salt and mountain pepper
calamari with a goddess dressing, cu-
cumber and finger lime placed on the
table by long-time employee and con-
noisseur Carly.

Delicately seasoned with smoky un-
dertones and a hint of mountain pep-
per, each tender bite was a symphony
of taste. A delightful prelude that set
the tone for a culinary indulgence at
lunch.

A visual spectacle, the presentation
was second to the perfect balance of
textures - a zesty burst of finger lime,
crisp chargrilled cucumber comple-
menting the fresh calamari. A light
golden crispness giving way to tender,
succulent calamari surrounded by
the tangy-citrus lime green goddess
dressing.

For those who enjoy a well-rounded
pairing, Carly recommends a glass of
sparkling wine or light pinot grigio.

“It’s a beautiful spot,” Resort Man-
ager Carey Norton explains as we look
out the floor-to-ceiling glass windows.

“We are often a second thought for
locals — yes we are a resort with ac-
commodation, but we can also offer
locals so much more that is not avail-
able in surrounding towns.”

There is no denying the property
is diverse and able to cater to a wide
range of individual or group needs -
from resort rooms to cabins and villas,
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and even beautiful spaces to park up
the caravan.

“We have our larger private func-
tion spaces that can cater weddings
and large corporate events, but we
also have smaller boardroom spaces,
perfect for meetings or smaller fam-
ily dinners that require a little bit of
privacy.”

Carey explained that a favourite
of late has been the high tea private
functions, of particular note, a lovely
event for a 75th birthday celebration.

Delighting in a refreshing Sweet
Sunrise mocktail, it is easy to get
swept away. To forget about all the
worries and embrace the birds and
wildlife passing by the windows.

It’s not hard to imagine the spec-
tacular displays of mother nature that
could be seen from the restaurant
during the cooler months, when wild
weather takes over.

Pan fried house-made gnocchi with
Warrigal greens, smoked sweet potato
puree, burnt butter, lemon myrtle
whipped ricotta, pangrattato and slow
cooked lamb shoulder is placed on the
table in the moment’s distraction.

An apprentice under a Michelin-
starred French chef, Rohan’s use of
local produce, attention to detail and
experience in the realm of fine dining
is evident. From the picture-perfect
presentation to the flavour combina-
tions, the lamb shoulder simply melts
in the mouth.

The crunch of the outer coating of
the gnocchi is simply sublime against
the pillow-like creaminess inside.

Paired with the 2021 Purple Hen Pi-
not Noir, the zest of the lemon myrtle
is no stranger in the ricotta and per-
fectly complements the lamb. The
marriage of textures and tastes danc-
ing on the palate.

A soft chatter fills the sun-lit room -
lunch is in full swing.

A masterpiece of full-flavour and fi-
nesse, the hearty meal is a must.

And if there is still room, a decadent
finale will leave an indelible impres-
sion.

The dark chocolate nemesis, mint
curd, chocolate mint soil, mint choc
chip ice cream, peppermint gum syr-
up and cream is a mint lovers heaven.

Presented with artistic flare, the
classic nemesis is a favourite amongst

patrons with Rohan continuously
mixing up the flavour combination
depending on the season.

A symphony of chocolatey indul-
gence the nemesis is a study in con-
trasts - silky and dense, cool creami-
ness tempering rich chocolate. A
sweet revelation, showcasing the
chef’s mastery in the alchemy of des-
sert creation.

Bold, the mint curd evokes all the
senses - the fresh mint leaving a
sweet flavour and lingering cool sen-
sation on the tongue. One would not
be amiss for thinking Rohan had dart-
ed outside and picked the ingredients
fresh from a garden.

Lemon curd tart, whipped burnt
vanilla cheesecake, frozen coconut
mousse and Bassine Specialty Cheese
are some of the other options on the
dessert menu suitably paired with
dessert and fortified wines - for this
sweet tooth the only thing stopping
a clean sweep was the room left after
the first two courses.

For those less inclined towards des-
sert Radius (and Zenith) offer a selec-
tion of tea and coffees including an af-
fogato that can be topped with liqueur
or for those after a nightcap a liqueur
coffee with sweetened cream.

The drinks list does not disappoint
either with a wide selection of alco-
holic and non-alcoholic beverages
including wine (by bottle and glass),
beer, spirits, apéritifs, digestifs and li-
queurs, soft drinks and mocktails.

It is difficult to go wrong with any of
the meals at RACV Resort Inverloch,
whether Zenith Lounge or Radius
Restaurant takes your fancy.

And whilst we had the pleasure of
indulging in delicious cuisine in Ra-
dius, Zenith Lounge is the perfect
offering for those looking for a little
less formality — whether a causal cou-
ple’s lunch or live music on a Friday
evening with friends, burgers, pizzas
or seasonal delights, afternoon tea,
or coffee and dessert, Zenith is open
every day from 10am until 8pm (and
10pm on Fridays and Saturdays).

Savour the flavours and try it for
yourself.

Radius Restaurant is open seven
days. Buffet breakfast: 7am - 10am,
Lunch: 12pm - 2pm and Dinner:
5.30pm - 9pm.



Joey emerges in time for | s

THE koalas at Maru Koala & Animal Park
in Bass Coast are ambassadors for their spe-
cies, they’re educating their visitors and in-
spiring conservation of the species in their
habitat.

Koala’s can begin breeding from two years
old and the experienced keepers at Maru
have recently witnessed a new joey emerg-
ing from five-year-old mum, Grace - named
after Grace Sweetman, the grandmother of
one of the Maru owners Neroli Heffer.

Neroli shared that when a joey first emerg-
es, mum produces something called pap,
because the eucalyptus leafis hard to digest.

“To digest a eucalyptus leaf they must
have a specific set of microbes within the
gut flora and unfortunately, Joey’s don’t
initially have that. So, the only way they
can prepare their digestive system is from
mum,” Neroli said.

“This is a natural process from mum to
joey, in addition to nursing and is one of the
ways we as keepers can tell when a joey is
nearing being fully emerged from the moth-
er’s pouch.”

“Our newest joey is yet to be named but
our staff will be deciding this in the coming
weeks,” said Neroli. “No matter how many
joeys we breed, it is always an exciting time
witnessing a new joey emerge.

“Our other youngest joey is 11-month-old
Kya - named after the species of Eucalyptus,
Eucalyptus kybeanesis, which is commonly
known as “Kybean Mallee Ash”.

Kya is the joey to three-year-old Nicki
- named after the species of Eucalyptus,
Eucalyptus nicholli, which is commonly
known as “narrow-leaved black pepper-
mint” or “willow peppermint”.

“A mother will nurse her joey until around
12 months before they become indepen-
dent, and little Kya and Mother Nicki are

already showing signs of weaning.”

Maru Koala & Animal Park also have two-
year-old Rubi - named after the species of
Eucalyptus, Eucalyptus rubida, which is
commonly known as “candlebark” “ribbon
gum” or “white gum”.

“All of our animals are conditionally
trained for human interaction, helping the
animal encounters be stress free, but mov-
ing forward we are also offering a ‘Keeper for
a Day’ experience.

“An honorary experience that allows our
visitors to work closely with experienced
park keepers and the animals directly; a
special behind-the-scenes access into the
animal’s habitat, participating in feed prep-
aration and access to hospital areas,” said
Neroli.

Maru Koala & Animal Park is both an edu-
cation centre and a rescue and rehabilita-
tion shelter, and this experience allows visi-
tors to witness the treatment and feeding of
any rescued native animals that have come
into the Wildlife Shelter at Maru for care be-
fore hopeful release back into the wild, these
animals are not on public display but kept in
the hospital areas and usually not seen by
the public.

Maru Koala & Animal Park welcome visi-
tors to interact with the animals, including
koalas, kangaroos and wallabies, dingoes,
emus, parrots, wombats, a crocodile, stock
animals and more.

“Join our park keepers at regular talks and
presentations, including our feature wild-
life presentation on weekends and holidays.
View the koalas from the raised boardwalk
or go inside their enclosure with the keep-
ers.”

To book an animal experience these Sum-
mer holidays go online visit marukoalapark.
com.au

Zenith Lounge & Bar
at RACV Inverloch Resort

A warm and inviting space, furnished with couches and
armchairs, Zenith Lounge is the place to enjoy a drink and
snacks. Take in the panoramic coastal views and

enjoy live music every Friday evening.

Open 7 days from 10am.

Open until 10pm on Friday and Saturday.

70 Cape Paterson-Inverloch Rd,
Inverloch, Victoria, 3996
For bookings call 03 5674 0420

HM11036
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ALSO

 Reqular keeper talks

« Daily Wildlife Presentation in auditorium
« Pirate Pete’s Mini-golf

» Meals and drinks in the Homestead Bistro

KEEPER
FOR A DAY

Programs available

A

EXPERIENCE
THE KOALAS
UP CLOSE

ALA & ANIMAL PARY

» Hand feed kangaroos

including rare albinos
« See and experience the koalas up close
 Wombats, dingoes, Tasmanian Devils
« Talking parrots and many other animals J*
e Crocodile, snakes and lizards

ANIMAL EXPERIENCES AT MARU

« Join the keepers to feed the koalas

o Immerse yourself in the dingo habitat

o Meet snakes and lizards

» Have the gliders greet you inside their
nocturnal house

« Professional photography available

« See ourwebsite for more details

@marukoalapark

1650 BASS HWY GRANTVILLE 03 5678 8548
www.marukoalapark.com.au

JEN2271
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Tross, pley, by

at Wattle Bank Farm

IMMERSE yourself into wholesome
and fearless living at Wattle Bank Farm
in the Gippsland region.

Owners Beatrice Imbert and Peter
Bland welcome each guest to their 10-
acre property to learn, play and grow.
Encouraging those of all ages to engage
in the technique of growing organic
oyster mushrooms, harvest fresh pro-
duce from the gardens and experience
natural horsemanship, or simply revel
in the open space with an overnight
farm stay.

There’s always a backstory to a place
of learning and Wattle Bank Farm be-
gan with a passion to be self-sufficient
through organic farming, using gar-
dening as a therapy, and transforma-
tional leadership and trust through
equine training.

Peter has worked with horses his en-
tire life, growing up training horses on
a cattle station in Queensland and on
King Island in Tasmania, before travel-
ling to Argentina where he continued
to develop and learn practices of natu-
ral horsemanship.

“Everything begins from the ground
up,” said Beatrice.

And at Wattle Bank Farm, day visi-
tors and overnight guests are welcome
to take part in any session, whether
it be learning the process of growing
oyster mushrooms in the cave and
growing room, or taking part in equine

self-regulation work.

“Our natural horsemanship experi-
ence is available for beginners and ex-
perienced riders — with the option of a
trail ride through the Bass Coast.”

“In order to ride safely, I educate our
guests to be leaders from the absolute
beginning before they walk into the
paddock. Too many people have missed
out on connecting with the horse on
the ground before jumping on. This is a
critical part of the relationship process.
Horses have an electro-magnetic field
which goes out nine metres. As soon as
you enter that field the horses are aware
of you and aware of where you sit in the
hierarchy. I teach guests how to be at
the top of the hierarchy from the be-
ginning so that the horses are naturally
submissive to your leadership. It’s pow-
erful but not forceful,” Peter explained.

Over the Christmas holidays from
December to January Peter and Bea-
trice are offering an educational and
fun school clinic, allowing young ones
to reconnect with the outdoors, and
from January 2024, camp stays will be
available for families to immerse them-
selves into nature.

Peter and Beatrice will provide an
experience of wholesome and fearless
living and being, whether that be in the
garden, or with the horses, the camp
stay will allow families to unplug and
create new memories together.

LOCATED ON THE TOP OF THE HILL

Boasting breathtaking views of French Island and Western Port Bay,
The Gurdies Winery has a large Cellar Door, huge patio and
an outdoor function area perfect for that special occasion.
All our wines are made from Estate grown grapes.
The Gurdies Winery - Wine worth the detour

17 Jade Road, The Gurdies, Vic. 3984 | Tel: 03 5997 6208 | Email: info@thegurdieswinery.com.au | Web: www.thegurdieswinery.com.au

GG094L
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The ‘Seahorse’ farm stay is also
available year-round, it is self-suffi-
cient rustic tiny home that sits under
a majestic gum tree and overlooks
the rolling hills of South Gippsland
with access to the vegetable patch.

“Our farm-stay is ideal for couples,
or young families and we are pet-
friendly. Upon request, we curate a
beautiful hamper which showcases
trusted Gippsland growers and mak-
ers, such as Trulli, Wild Woman Food
and Dirty Three Wines.

“Guests are welcome to do as much

or as little as they like during their
stay - forage in the gardens, take a
natural horsemanship experience or
simple stroll the property and enjoy a
slow-pace stay.”

The Wattle Bank Farm wholesale
their homegrown oyster mushrooms
to restaurants and cafés in the region
and Melbourne - providing a farm to
plate product. They are an integral
member of Prom Coast Food Collec-
tive and have the Gippsland Trusted
Provenance tick of approval from
Food and Fibre Gippsland.

Rock Forms, Wilsons Prom - Susan Hall

Friendly service

Golden Summer

Time for yourself, family and friends over summer, visit our
Exclusive High Quality Art Collection by our renowned local artists.

Paintings, Prints, Photography, Glass Art,
Ceramics, Sculpture, Textiles, Jewellery,
Literature, Artist Cards.

ARTWORKS AND ARTISAN GIFTS ARE FOR SALE.

Information and maps on sight seeing, beaches, walks, bike tracks,
tours, activities, wine and food brochures also available.

Boardroom available for hire for meetings and small functions.

Visit us The Centennial Centre,

1 Bent Street, Wonthaggi
ONLINE www.artspacewonthaggi.com.au
BYPHONE 56725767
BY EMAIL artspacexhibiting@gmail.com
OPEN Daily 11am -3pm &

The Pathway - Urulsa Theinert

ArtSpace

HM11019

ﬂ ArtSpaceWonthaggi

You can purchase direct from the
farm shop whether it be fresh mush-
rooms, gourmet pantry products and
mushroom grow Kkits allowing you to
grow your own oyster mushrooms at
home. Christmas hampers can also
be organised as well as gift cards for
any of their offerings valid for six
months.

Visit wattlebankfarm.com.au or
drop in to 85 Desmond Road, Wattle
Bank Farm to truly grasp the experi-
ence that Peter and Beatrice have cre-
ated for the Gippsland community.

Over the Christmas
holidays from December
to January Peter and
Beatrice are offering an
educational and fun
school clinic, allowing
young ones to reconnect
with the outdoors.

Located minutes from
Inverloch, all ages welcome
and no experience required.

85 Desmond Road, Wattle Bank

Horse riding for adults and children.
Equine education and therapy
(NDIS supported).

Farm stays and camps.
Mushroom sales and workshops.

Book online www.wattlebankfarm.com.au
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AN absolute ‘must do’ while visit-
ing Bass Coast is the seven kilometre
George Bass Coastal Walk between
Punchbowl Road, San Remo and
Kilcunda.

Here you will get access to stun-
ning, world-class ocean and coastal
vistas while at the same time get-
ting some healthy exercise, up and
down, between beaches and head-
land along the way.

It is truly one of the hidden trea-
sures of the Bass Coast, quite literal-
ly hidden at Kilcunda end of the trail
where there are no signs pointing
the way to ‘The George Bass Coastal
Walk’.

The best place to park is near the
Ocean View Hotel or outside the
Kilcunda Community Centre (next
to the fire station), although there
is also limited parking at the Shel-
ley Beach Carpark which is right on
the edge of the trail at the western

“WEETOFFONFRENCHISLANGY -

. TR

Get OFF GRID, take yourself OFF LINE & venture OFF ROAD.
Discover this unique, unspoilt, remote destination.... French Island.
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edge of town.

Finding the Punchbowl Road end
of the trail is much more obvious,
although a good idea is to put a car
at both ends of the trail because the
seven kilometre walk is enough, es-
pecially on a hot day.

The walk offers spectacular views
of the coastline and follows the
route of the explorer George Bass’
epic voyage of discovery along the
southern edge of the Anderson Pen-
insula, over 200 years ago.

An average level of fitness is re-
quired for the walk as there are a
couple of moderate uphill sections,
take water, and a picnic if you feel
like making an afternoon of it.

You get easy access to a couple
of beaches along the way, however
swimming is not recommended.

And vyes, the trail is dog friendly,
provided they’re always on the lead,
it makes a great outing for energetic

dogs and kids.

What a sight it must have been
when the explorer George Bass first
sighted the coast of what we now call
Victoria, and from this narrow wind-
ing path you’ll see those same cliffs
rising and falling and the pound-
ing surf that characterises what we
know as Bass Strait.

Remnants of history from thou-
sands of years of occupation by the
Bunurong indigenous people are
also evident with the area marked
by middens, hidden in the dunes be-
hind sandy beaches along the coast.

In 1797, George Bass set sail from
Sydney Cove in an 8.7 metre whale
boat to prove the existence of a strait
between Tasmania and New South
Wales.

During this epic voyage George
Bass discovered and named the first
natural harbour on the southern
mainland coast, Western Port Bay.

naturalistetours.com.au orcall 03 5257 4570




Matthew Flinders said of the voyage
made by George Bass: “A voyage ex-
pressly undertaken for the discovery in
an open boat, and in which six hundred
miles of coast, mostly in a boisterous cli-
mate was explored, has not perhaps its
equal in the annals of Maritime history”.

William Hovell explored this coast on
foot in 1826, describing the area in his
diary “... the land here is high, soil light
but not good, very thick of low stunted
trees (She Oak) with low bush, excepting
at, or near the point on the north side of
the entrance, the land ends abruptly, to-
wards the bay and the opposite side of the
entrance, facing Cape Woolamai and in
many parts ends in perpendicular bluffs”.

Flora and fauna

Although grazing occurred on this
coast for many years, remnants of native
vegetation cling stubbornly to the wind-
swept cliff tops. These plants include
coast beard-heath, white correa, sea box

and coast tea-tree.

An attractive stand of coast banksia is
thriving at Half Moon Bay and boobial-
las grow along the sheltered creek gullies.
Extensive tree planting has been done by
volunteers. The low vegetation provides
excellent opportunities for observing
bird life along the coast.

Pacific gulls constantly patrol this coast
exploiting the strong updraught created
by the high cliffs. Black-shouldered kites
and nankeen kestrels may be seen hunt-
ing in the neighbouring farmlands.

Through winter, the high cliffs provide
a vantage point to view southern right
whales on their annual migration to the
warmer waters along the southern coast-
line of Australia.

Caution must be exercised when un-
dertaking this walk. The track follows
a narrow strip of public land along cliff
tops, consisting of slashed track through
grassland.

The track surface can be slippery, so

sturdy footwear should be worn. Beach-
es along the walks are unsuitable for
swimming due to the presence of strong
undertows, rips and steep sloping sandy
bottoms.

Fishing or walking near the waters’
edge can be extremely dangerous; swells
and large waves can crash up against the
rocky coastline with little warning.

At the Punchbowl Road end of the
track, you’ll pass one of the most danger-
ous rock shelves chosen by enthusiasts
for fishing in Victoria, a regular site for
fatalities.

However, since the state government
made it mandatory (on a trial basis from
March 1, 2022) for fishermen to wear a
life jacket while visiting the top 10 most
dangerous rock fishing sites in Victoria,
including Pyramid Rocks (Phillip Is-
land), San Remo (southern end of Pot-
ters Hill Road) and Punchbowl Rocks
(near San Remo), it has already resulted
in several lives being saved.

YOUR LOCAL

Kawasaki

DEALER

WONTHAGGI

AND POWER eQUIRPMENT

George Bass
coastal walk
is one of
our hidden
treasures.

48-52 Inverloch Rd, Wonthaggi

5672 3500

LMCT 11534
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THERE are a few things you need to
be aware of to have an enjoyable day’s
fishing in Western Port Bay as it can be
quite different to Port Phillip Bay; we
have current and lots of it.

You will need much bigger size sink-
ers than you are used to, if you normally
fish Port Phillip Bay, you will also need
to change the size of sinker as the tide
changes and even different size sinkers
in different parts of the bay. As a general
rule when you are fishing in the shallow
areas of the bay use sinkers from 1/20z
to 30z, when you are chasing snapper or
gummies you will need 40z to 8oz in the
shallower spots and 80z to 160z in the
deeper channels with all of the above
dependent on the time of the tide.

The biggest advantage we have in
Western Port is the island in the middle,
and although it can still get quite rough,
itisashort chop which can be navigated
safely. It also means there is somewhere
you can go to fish most of the time. The
trick is to know what stage the tide is at
and the wind direction as this will de-
termine the safest place to be. Pick a
spot in the bay where the tide and wind
are going in the same direction, but be
wary of tide changes as this can make
a huge difference in a very short time.

Where to fish? Below are some of the
more popular spots in the bay which
should give you a starting point for your
days fishing. If you are in the shop, ask
for a map with GPS marks which will
give you some areas to try.

Dickies Bay - located on the eastern
side of the bridge behind the police
station where there are plenty of weed
and sand patches in about 1m to 2m of

By Jim’s Bait & Tackle

water. This is probably one of the most
productive areas for whiting and gar-
fish in the bay but if you are fishing in
this area don’t forget the squid jig as
plenty are caught during the season as
well. Size 6 long shank hook or a size
1/0 circle on either a running sinker or
paternoster rig and enough lead to hold
bottom. Size 12 long shank hook with
silverfish or dough under a float for the
garfish with a bread dough for burley.
Move about 1km further ENE and you
will come to Maggie Shoal and the
Anderson peg, again a very popular
spot for whiting and the same rig and
baits apply but you won’t find as many
garfish as the water is slightly deeper.
With a slightly different bottom you
have a very good chance of finding a
few rock flathead in this area as well as
the odd grass whiting. Move another
couple of km north and you will come
to ReefIsland. The whiting in this area
are generally smaller than Dickies Bay
but there can be plenty of them but be
careful of the island itself as the rocks
can be just under the surface at high
tide. As you head to Reef Island there
are several spots along the way that
can be very productive especially over
Christmas when the pinkie snapper
move in; a good area for calamari and
rock flathead.

From the top of the main channel
at San Remo you can head towards
French Island. North will take you to
places like Corinella and Elizabeth
Island, northwest will take you to Ram
Island and Tortoise Head all very
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good for bigger snapper and gummies,
but you will be fishing in deeper water
and this is where the 80z to 120z sink-
ers will come in useful. There are far
too many to mention but generally you
are fishing in either a deep hole or on
the edge of the channel and it pays to
spend a bit of time with your sounder
to ensure you are fishing on a ledge or
the bank on the channel. As well as your
sinkers changing size you will need to
change hook size and style with circles
or octopus style hooks from 4/0 to 8/0,
again dependant on the bait and rig
used. Running sinker or paternoster
rig is the angler’s preference as we get
enough reports to suggest one works as
good as the other and as a rule the big-
ger hooks are used on a running sinker
rig. Baits vary again to the angler’s pref-
erence, but squid and pilchard would
account for about 80 per cent of our
reports. From Elizabeth Island head
SSW towards Rhyll and about halfway
you will come across the Corals about
6m deep, an area well known for snap-
per and gummies. This time of the year
generally the fish are a bit smaller in
size than the deeper areas but certainly
a lot easier to fish as you can drop down
to a 40z or 60z sinker.

If you want to stay a bit closer to the
Newhaven boat ramp or the wind is
coming from the NW and you want
somewhere calmer, head towards
Cleeland Bight, west of the bridge.
Stay to the correct side of the channel
markers in the Bight. There are several
places to fish and the edge of the sand
bar can be very productive for flathead
on the right day, just anchor on the

yweste!
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side of the channel and fish back to the
sand bar. The whiting can be very good
further west towards the two green
channel markers fishing in about 3 to
4m of water but fish on the Woolamai
beach side. You can also pick up some
reasonable size pinkies and gummies
on the edge of the channel. Another
good spot for whiting is further to-
wards the entrance where you will see
a big sand hill and fishing only a few
100m from the beach is where you
need to be in about 2.5 to 3m of wa-
ter. Like the rest of the bay shallower
water smaller sinkers, deeper water
bigger sinkers, and the rigs and baits
remain the same. The bight is also a
very good place for calamari - you
will need to be in about 2.5m of water
from the sand hill to the public moor-
ing buoys. Anglers use either a baited
jig under a float or an artificial jig and
both methods work. Like all lure fish-
ing, the colour of the jig will depend on
the day, but as a general rule natural-
coloured jigs work best with the better
swimming more expensive ones much
better.

The last place to mention is offshore
and it is a place you should only head
if you are confident in your ability as
things can change very quickly. There
is some good fishing to be had offshore,
but I would suggest you drop in and see
us at the shop for all the information
you will need as it is very different to
the bay.

To keep up with current reports just
visit our Facebook page (JimsBaitAnd-
Tackle) where we will be listing reports
as we get them.

INVERLOCH CAR WASH AND LAUNDRETTE

CARS, BOATS & JETSKIS

Mr Magic Storm (auto car wash)
Manual wash =Marine flush
High quality wax and soap

Carpets and upholstery shampoo

Blow dryer = Tick and flea rinse
Pet friendly shampoo = Conditioner

56 DIXON STREET, INVERLOCH

Extra large washing machines
Extra large dryers

6.00AM - 10PM, 7 DAYS

Cash & PayWave available
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BE A wanderer on a sensory jour-
ney through Wilsons Promontory.
The 2 1/2-hour cruise departing from
Tidal River provides a window to the
wonders of this marine paradise,
where nature unfolds in its most
pristine form.

Cruise along the rugged coast,
witnessing historic South Point and
journey into Bass Strait, revealing
the mysteries of Victoria’s marine
national park.

Visit The Glennies, Anderson Is-
lets, and Anser Island, the monu-
mental boulders of Mount Oberon
and the mesmerising white quartz
sands of Norman Beach. Take in the
enormity of Skull Rock, surrounded
by blue waters, as it reveals the hid-
den shapes as you cruise alongside
it.

The sounds of Wilsons Promon-
tory are equally captivating. Hear
the calls of Australian Fur Seals, the
White-Bellied Sea Eagle, and the
splash of dolphins and migrating

whales. These sounds form the back-
drop of your adventure, making it
truly immersive.

Embark on a unique adventure
with Wanderer Adventures - Wil-
sons Promontory Cruises, where ex-
ploration meets nature’s untouched
beauty. Step onto world first am-
phibious boats designed for adven-
ture and environmental conscious-
ness. Transition seamlessly from the
sandy shores to the sea, unveiling
“The Prom’s’ hidden wonders.

Local guides, deeply connected to
these waters, bring the stories of Wil-
sons Promontory to life, unveiling a
new perspective as they guide you,
leaving lasting memories.

Cruises leave daily from Tidal
River at 11am and 2pm (November -
April). Prices are $145 for adults, $95
for children 3-16 years and a family
ticket for two adults and up to three
children $470.

Bookings are essential at wander-
eradventures.com.au

= - el
Photo: Tourism Australia

WANDERER
/%W

Wilsons Promontory Cruises
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fora great summer of golf

Major works at
Wonthaggi Golf
Clubin the past
couple of years have
transformed the
look of the course,
but ifyow’re time
poor, grab a bucket
of balls for the new
driving range.

GOME AND PLAY GIPPSLAN
HIGHEST RANKED\COURSE.

WE haven’t specifically asked about
Dan Andrews, but everyone is wel-
come at anytime at the 10 golf cours-
es that comprise the membership of
South Gippsland Golf Inc, and not far
away, the superb, Yarram Golf Course
in the region’s east.

All of the clubs have made improve-
ments in recent times and are well
worth a visit or a revisit over the sum-
mer holidays.

A round of golf can easily be com-
bined with other visitor activities, in-
cluding a ride on the Bass Coast Rail
Trail, 16km from Wonthaggi to Woola-
mai, over the historic trestle bridge,
a stop for lunch and a gallery stroll at
Meeniyan or a visit to the Prom or the
Penguins.

So, extend your stay and test yourself
around the golfing circuit, while try-
ing the region’s fine wine and natural
produce.

Among the clubs to add improve-
ments in recent times is Leongatha
Golf Club which has completely re-
designed the First Green, engaging a
noted course designer to craft a bigger,
entirely different challenge for players.

The club has recently scarified the
fairways and cored the greens set-

L L

BOOK ONLINE TO SAVE

10 MINUTES FROM INVERLOCH & 5664 3314
855 Koonwarra-Inverloch Road, Leongatha South
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ting up for a busy summer of golf,
including a daily stableford competi-
tion that’s open to all comers, with a
Golflink number. Greens fee players
are welcome every day, although Tues-
day, Wednesday, Thursday and Satur-
day are the main competition days.

Wonthaggi is another of the South
Gippsland clubs to make great strides
with major improvements in recent
years, adding a driving range, with
buckets of balls available for all comers
at the pro shop, improving the drain-
age and removing problematic trees.
The club has a major water storage
project in the planning and several
other exciting developments on the
way.

The stunningly picturesque, with its
green rolling hills, Korumburra Golf
Course is also a ‘must visit’ not only for
its scenic and challenging layout but
also because it has added a technologi-
cally advanced golf simulator as part of
the offering to visitors and members.

The hallmark of each and every-
one of these courses is the warm and
friendly attitude of members, commit-
tee and staff.

So, over the summer break, or any-
time... let’s go golfing.

n“ 4:-
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W ERETO GO GOLFING...

Aussie Golf Ranch

627A Settlement Road, Cowes
59521393 | aussiegolfranch.com

This beautifully manicured course

uses Bent grass for its greens, fescue

on surrounds and Santa Ana Couch
grass on the fairways and tees. On site
accommodation and summer pitch and
putt course.

Foster Golf Club

7 Reserve Street | 56822272
fostergolfclub.com.au

The 18-hole Foster Golf Course features
flat to undulating fairways with small
greens. Relatively short in length, but
still challenging for all golfing levels.
Visitors welcome, fantastic bar bistro
and events.

Korumburra Golf Club

250 Korumburra-Warragul Road
56551886 | korumburragolf.com.au

The Korumburra Golf Course hosts one
of the most scenic 18-hole golf courses
in all of Victoria. Visitors and guests
are welcome seven days. Now home to
state-of-the-art golf simulator.

Lang Lang Golf Club

90 Golf Club Road | 5659 6284
langlanggolfclub.com.au

Surrounded by scenic forest landscapes
and native wildlife, the course has been
described as a hidden gem. The layout
is a very challenging par 70 with narrow
couch fairways and slick, true putting
surfaces.

Leongatha Golf Course

855 Koonwarra-Inverloch Road
5664 3314 | leongathagolf.com.au

A classic Vern Morcom design,

the Leongatha Golf Course is both
challenging and scenic with a layout
that covers terrain from hilly to gently
rolling, with wide Santa-Ana Couch
fairways flanked by natural bushland.

Meeniyan Golf Club

185 Meeniyan-Promontory Road
5664 7490 | meeniyangolf.com.au
A quiet and picturesque 18-hole course
with Santa Ana fairways and excellent
greens, Meeniyan is a well-treed and
slightly undulating course with a
winding creek that traverses the layout.
Wildlife such as kangaroos, koalas

and varieties of birdlife abound. Has
outdoor entertaining area.

T’S GOLF SEASON

lee oj /it ed’

PLAY OUR COURSE

18 holes - green fees $35
9 holes - green fees $25

Our golf facilities established in 1925
boasts an impressive driving range and
a picturesque 18-hole course, set on
103 acres of natural bushland, you will
be sure to spot the local kangaroos.

PRACTICE ON YOUR DRIVING RANGE
Small bucket (approx. 50 balls) - $8
Large bucket (approx. 100 balls) - $15

BOOKINGS ADVISED * CARTS AVAILABLE: BOOKING ESSENTIAL

OPEN 7 DAYS, 9am - 5pm * Wonthaggi Golf Club Dr Sleeman Drive « Pro Shop 5672 3697

Phillip Island Golf Club

33-44 Settlement Road, Cowes
59521121 | pigc.com.au

Regarded as one of the finest layouts in
regional Victoria, the Phillip Island Golf
Course is located walking distance from
central Cowes and only metres from
the beach. The course carves its way
through a magnificent landscape.

Welshpool Golf Club

95 Port Welshpool Rd | 5688 1556
southgippslandgolf.org.au/welshpool
A 9-hole course of 5388 metres,
Welshpool is lightly bunkered and has
only slight undulations, but it presents a
challenge that will surprise many. With

its tight fairways, the course is yet to |,1I :
concede to an under-par score. in, .
Wonthaggi Golf Club =
Dr Sleeman Drive | 5672 3697 &
wonthaggigolfclub.rbh49.com i

The Wonthaggi Golf Club is a beautiful
country course in the heart of
Wonthaggi. The course is a well-treed
and testing 18-hole layout, stretching
5863 metres with a par 72.

Woorayl Golf Club

Recreation Reserve, Leongatha
5662 4187
southgippslandgolf.org.au/woorayl
This 9-hole course of 5789 metres is
located within the recreation reserve. It
is slightly undulating, lightly bunkered,
all-weather course, which is maintained
in excellent condition all year round. It
presents all the challenges you'd expect
of a top golf course, a great place to
hone your skills.

Yarram Golf Club

42 Golf Links Road | 5182 5596
yarramgolfclub.com

Recently rated Australia’s number one
volunteer run and maintained golf
course, Yarram Golf Course is rated in
the top 10 per cent of Victorian Public
Access Courses. It is located on the
eastern side of town where it takes
advantage of a natural sand belt and
native bush setting. Comprised of 18
well-laid out holes, it has a men’s par of
72 and a length of 5717 metres. For the
ladies, also par 72 of 5031 metres, with
a slope rating of 127. Although not part
of the South Gippsland District Golf
Association, Yarram Golf Club is little
more than an hour away and welcomes
social club groups and individuals at
any time, including weekends.

HM11080
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Bass Coast Summer Show calls for 2024 exhibitors

THE Bass Coast Summer Show will
kick off on January 6 and organisers
are welcoming exhibitors to be part of
the competition in farm and garden
produce with scarecrows, decorated
gumboots and amateur photography,
plus a backyard chook display and in-
formation for those interested in that
hobby.

The Wonthaggi Garden Supplies
amateur photography and Inverloch
Garden Supplies Farm and Garden
produce entries are free for all classes,
with a children’s 12 and under category
available for both exhibitions.

Organisers are looking forward to
hosting the 2024 Show Shed. Hoping

that gardeners and photographers will
embrace going back into the competi-
tion section again this year.

All photography classes will be
judged by Kilcunda local Paul Riviere
with a $50 cash prize and best Rossette
for the judge’s choice.

The annual show is a family friendly
event at $5 entry for adults and free
entry for children 12 years and under.
The grounds of the Wonthaggi Rec-
reation Reserve will host Barn Babies
Mobile Farm, Sandy Creek Clydesdales
and a blacksmith display, roving stilt
fairy with bubbles, circus workshops
and a free face painting artist.

There will also be a full equestrian

THE SHOW SHED

Garden & Farm Produce Competition
Scarecrows Competition

Decorated Gumboots Competition
Amateur Photography Competifion
Backyard Chooks & Much More

antne BASS
z"m COAST

‘*
L P

N
Bass Coast
Agriculbural Show

Saturday January 6th 2024 ~9am onwards

o~

Wonthagg| Recreation Reserve Korumburra Rd Wonthaggi

Wonthaggi

Horses, Donkeys

Animals Nursery

Street Theatre

Stilts, Clowns, Balloons

Tractors & Old Fashioned Equipment

Utes & 4X4
Carnival Side Shows
Show Bags, Show Food

Follow ug on facebook;
Base Coagt - Wonthaggi Summer Show
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program including driven horses and
ponies with carriages. The carnival will
include rides, novelties, fairy floss and
amusements, and lots of show bags.

Visitors are encouraged to spend the
afternoon enjoying the selection of
food and beverages available from ven-
dors and at the grandstand live music
will be performed by Imogen Price.

Motor enthusiasts can stroll the
grounds viewing the Ute and 4x4 Show
organised and hosted by Jarrod With-
erow of Leongatha. The Bass Coast
Historical Automobile Club will be
nearby in front of the grandstand.

The show will also host an emergen-
cy vehicle display from SES and CFA

DWS

*ALWAYS A BARGAIN:

'l'

lets from
$39.99
Pillow case
set from

gowns
from

$14.99

Sandals
Adult $8
Children $5

Shampoos and
scrubs from

$1.99

Beach
towels
from

$10

Luggage
sets from

$29.99

SUMMER SALE UNTIL SOLD OUT. BE THERE!

Dressing

educating bystanders on their contri-
bution to a safer community.

The committee would like to thank
the sponsors for their generosity to the
Bass Coast Wonthaggi Summer Show
as well as Wonthaggi sub-branch RSL,
Wonthaggi Evening View Club, Wont-
haggi Angling Club, Wonthaggi Rotary
Club and Inverloch CWA.

Entry forms for show shed exhibitors
should be emailed to basscoastagshow@
hotmail.com by Tuesday, January 2.
Follow the events page on Facebook —
Bass Coast - Wonthaggi Summer Show.

M Photos: Chloe Smith Photography

DIMMEYS

Quilt cover
sets from

$19.99

Designer
clothing from

$14.99

- -

Australian made
pillows from

$6.99 Curtains -

Set of 2
$29.99

Fashion
accessories
from

$3.99

Toys from

$3

HM11020

FOOD | MANCHESTER | CLOTHING | FURNISHING | HOMEWARE | TOYS

209-213 Settlement Road, Cowes

Ph: 5611 1999




DENIS Hawkins eyes sparkle as
bright as the stones in his finest piec-
es as he recalls riding a few miles to
a farm from his childhood home in
Christchurch, to give a girl a ring.

Unfortunately, his friend got there
before him, and nine-year-old Denis
rode away on his bike feeling despon-
dent.

It did however mark the beginning of
another kind of love affair.

Hand crafting jewellery now for more
than fifty years has been Denis’s pas-
sion and he has made it his livelihood
from South Gippsland, his permanent
home since 1979.

“There was really nobody doing any-
thing like this here. It’s still rare because
there’s not many people who do it.”

In his studio in Koonwarra, necklaces,

Skip

!
j
i

and we’ll take care
Pick up Monday-Friday 6am - 4pm

SINCE 1993

S-

the queue...

Simply place your order online

, Saturday 7am - 2pm

anells YN 4%

33-35 Murray Street, Wonthaggi

rings and bracelets are displayed on
one wall, his workshop and tools of the
trade take up another.

Denis sits by the window with a large
white pad in front of him, scrawled
with drawings, pen in hand.

“I get ideas and I'm forever drawing.
There’s this book of pages full of draw-
ings. It’s just all different ideas.”

Denis allows creativity to flow from
his hand onto the page and from the
page to the metal and stones, from
which his stunning masterpieces
emerge.

These creations earn the jeweller
work from clients from all over Aus-
tralia and internationally, no need to
advertise.

“I get people that want some-
thing handmade. They don’t want it

made by machine,” he explains.

Denis has a way of hunting down rare
stones and an intuition about what cli-
ents might like, once sourcing untreat-
ed sapphires - a very rare find, and
offering them to a client who couldn’t
resist.

Sapphires, rubies, diamonds and
emeralds, with their colour and beauty
charm the master’s eye, and the Tor-
rington Emerald is among his favou-
rites.

“It is just distinct. It is greenish
and has darker green stripes running
through it. I've got some there - I'm
very careful who I'd sell them to,” said
Denis, who refuses to sell his pieces if
the energy of the person isn’t right.

“Alot of my stones that I put out there
or show people, they’re not what you

of the rest!

All types of Argyle pink diamonds available

Different grades of strong pink and blush pink at manufacturer prices

DENIS A HAWKINS
MANUFACTURER and SELLER of FINER JEWELLERY

Licensed Second Hand Dealer and Buyer of Scrap Gold and Silver

see in the shops, they’re quite unique
quality.”

Denis most enjoys creating with a
blend of white gold and yellow gold
and his work is painstakingly precise,
intricate and stunning.

A recently finished ring of rose gold,
mounted with an Argyle pink dia-
mond and flanked by pink sapphires is
breathtaking.

Now when Denis makes a ring for a
girl, he never feels despondent, he gets
to see the delight and awe on their fac-
es when he presents them with their
finished piece; and if he has managed
to get into a state of flow while creat-
ing, it’s even more satisfying.

“T’ll think that was great, I really en-
joyed that, and I do, I really enjoy mak-
ing some of those pieces.”

TIMELESS custom-made
jewellery created to
the highest quality

KOONWARRA STUDIO & GALLERY
11 Swan Road, Koonwarra

Ph: 0428 685 282 www.denisahawkins.com.au

denishawkins8@gmail.com {1 Denisahawkins
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LITERALLY the high point of the 108.8km Great
Southern Rail Trail is the 12.4km section between Fos-
ter and Fish Creek where, halfway along, you’ll find the
sign to the Hoddle Range Lookout and the absolutely
majestic views over Corner Inlet and Wilsons Promon-
tory. But you have to work for it.

Both ways, out of Foster or coming from Fish Creek,
there’s a steady climb to negotiate before you can hop
off and enjoy the view and somewhere along the way,
you’ll probably wish you had a pedal-assist e-bike to
get you there.

Of course, there’s a lot more to see and do along the
length of the Great Southern Rail Trail, Australia’s
southernmost trail, and soon to be one of the longest,
stretching 135km from Nyora to Yarram, with the miss-
ing link of 21km between Welshpool and Alberton set
to be concluded before year’s end.

Running all the way down the South Gippsland Rail
Reserve, the route boasts superb rural vistas, especially
overlooking Corner Inlet and Wilsons Prom and the
string of delightful towns that once hosted railway sta-
tions along the way.

The new 21km section from Welshpool to Alberton,
over some spectacular new bike and walking bridges,

the rail

e g5 connects with a 13.8km section between Port Albert
,.;-Tr '__ . and Yarram, with the popular watering hole of the his-
SvaTa toric Alberton Hotel along the way.
g The GSRT is one of the region’s real treasures, hav-
= ke ' ing been pioneered in the late 1990s after the closure

of the Great Southern Railway Line, initially as a way to
retain the line for community use.

We’ve done that now, and who knows, in the future
the line might one day host rail services again, with the
rail trail running along beside it.

For now though, the Great Southern Rail Trail is there
tobe explored and it’s best enjoyed in bite-sized pieces:
« Take the 154km section between Loch and Korum-

burra, enjoying the green rolling hills and grazing
dairy cows along the way, while stopping for shop-
ping at Loch and a pie at Kelly’s Bakery or a beer at

the Burra Brewing Co at the other end.
« The 8.2km section between Koonwarra and Meeni-
T | ] | | 7 yan is another popular out-and-back route with the
| [ bridges over the Tarwin and the delights of Meeni-
I | yan’s galleries and Iunch spots the obvious destina-

tion.

« The Foster to Port Welshpool run, about 25km one
way is a good flat ride that can also be attempted as
an out-and-back ride of 50km-plus with the attrac-

zo. -in blte;SIZEd'pl'ECES :
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Korumburra /\’\
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Leongatha'y
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RAIL TRAIL

CODE OF CONDUCT

« Respect other trail users. Koonwarra

« Respect the environment and

. gﬁ)l\%vhggxfénd TR tion of walking the Long Jetty at Port Welshpool and
passing. a fish’'n’chip lunch for your efforts.

« Horses restricted to a trot. Wherever you go, check out the GSRT website which

« Keep dogs on lead. - offers some helpful resources when planning your trip

» Do not disturb farm animals Stony Creek at gsrt.com.au

or wildlife (including birds,
reptiles, etc).

« Keep to the trail.

« No fires.

- Do not drop cigarette butts.

21km extension between
Welshpool and Alberton set to be
( concluded before year’s end.

« Take your rubbish home. Foster
- Camp only in designated areas. Toora Agnes
« Do not collect firewood. ——— y fWelshpool
« Use community toilets : _ Bennison — \
provided, not the trail, Middle Tarwin Port Franklin
bush or farms. \

Fish|Creek Port Welshpool

Get Ready to Ride with Our E Bike Sales & Hire Services!

We offer convenient online bookings for half-day and full-day hires, complete
with an E Bike, helmet, and lock. Our extensive E Bike stock features a variety of styles,
including step-through, mountain and folding - all available for a test ride.

Don't forget to check out our accessories, such as carriers, helmets, baskets, tyres,
tubes, and pumps and bike packing products, available for purchase at our retail store
in the heart of the Great Southern Rail Trail at Meeniyan.

Book online now for your hire. WWW.greatsouthernride.com.au

At SOUCHERN RID G

e www.greatsouthernride.com.au 91 Whitelaw Street Meeniyan 0468 477 043 (' [[]
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Endless stretches of immaculate sandy beaches, concealed coves, and
breathtaking cliff-top trails adorned with charming coastal villages.

UNWIND and embrace the warmth of
the sun on the glistening golden sands,
or experience an exhilarating rush as
you conquer the deep blue waves on
your surfboard.

South Gippsland’s beaches present a
plethora of options for family-friendly
swimming, featuring renowned spots
like Cape Paterson, Inverloch Fore-
shore, Kilcunda, Waratah Bay, Ander-
son Inlet, and Port Welshpool.

The irresistible allure of these re-
vered South Gippsland beaches is sim-
ply impossible to ignore.

Check off these
beaches this Summer:

D Cape Paterson
D Inverloch

D Port Welshpool
D Sandy Point
D Shallow Inlet
D Shelley Beach
D Walkerville
D Waratah Bay
D Venus Bay

Beaches of the Prom:
D Norman Beach
D Whisky Bay

D Squeaky Beach

We have it all at EzyAs Car Wash & Laundrette LAUNDRETTE
Car wash featurina: B Brush free wash ® Manual wash Self-service laundrette on site.
& Large commercial

m High quality wax & soap B Vacuum & fragrance washers and dryers.

EZYAS CAR WASH &. I.AUNDRETTE 112-116 McKENZIE ST, WONTHAGGI cash/ PayWave available
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"DOGWASH

Do it yourself coin
operated dog wash.
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Walkerville Lime Kilns:

Discover the remnants of historic lime kilns
along the beach at Walkerville, a fascinating
glimpse into the region’s industrial past.

Immerse yourself in hours of exploration along
the coastline, discovering hidden rock pools and
charming sandy coves. Whether you prefer lei-

surely walks, fishing, invigorating swims, or sim-
ply unwinding, there’s something for everyone.

Gems - gpstrd

These gems in South Gippsland promise a blend of natural beauty, history,
and local charm, providing a unique and off-the-beaten-path experience for travellers.

Loch Suspension Bridge:

Suspended in the trees 12 metres above
the beautiful Allsop’s Creek, the Loch
Suspension Bridge connects the town-
ship of Loch to the Memorial Reserve.

There’s something special about the
movement of a suspension bridge as
you cross, which attracts people to
Loch.

For a lovely short walk start at Sun-
nyside Park, pass through the picnic
grounds, railway tunnel and past the
historic railway siding.

Agnes Falls:

Explore South Gippsland’s highest
waterfall, Agnes Falls, nestled in a pic-
turesque setting surrounded by lush
vegetation.

A short 200 metre walking track
leads from the car park to a viewing
area overlooking the falls. Along the
way watch for birds darting between
bushes and the diverse range of veg-
etation present.

Rest on the seats provided and enjoy
the view within the gorge.

|'.!\ Panthers menswear

10"

10

OERALISSTOCK!

SALES COMMENCES
\WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27
UNTIL SATURDAY, JANUARY 6

Port Albert:

A historic fishing village with charm-
ing architecture, wharves, and mari-
time history, offering a peaceful es-
cape by the water.

Blessed with extensive stretches of
unspoiled coastline to the east, includ-
ing the renowned Ninety Mile Beach,
this town captivates the souls of those
who revel in fishing, boating, and sail-
ing pursuits as one of Victoria’s first
ports.

Tarra-Bulga National Park:

An enchanting rainforest with an-
cient ferns, towering eucalyptus trees,
and scenic walking tracks. Walk under
an emerald canopy of ancient myrtle
beech pierced by thin shafts of sunlight.

Admire the graceful Corrigan’s Sus-
pension Bridge, stretching across the
forest canopy and don’t forget to pack
a picnic to enjoy in one of the sheltered
picnic sites.

Walks in the park vary from leisurely
strolls to more difficult overnight hikes.

Rotary

CLUB OF LEONGATHA

2ge

T

& PHOTOGRAPHY

ART
SHOW

Conditions apply - Floor Stock only.
Excludes Gift vouchers and uniform sales

m Panthers menswear

20 McCARTIN STREET, LEONGATHA PH 5662 5530
118 GRAHAM STREET, WONTHAGGI PH 5672 5644
www. panthersmenswear.com

GG0929
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Memorial Hall,

MON - SUN

10AM -4PM Leongatha
Cnr McCartin St & Michael Place
wv*g.leonartshow.com.au SATU RDAY JAN 13 to
i leongatha rotary
e: info@leonartshow.com.au SATU RDAY FEB 3, 2024

GG0928




Wilsons Promontory
National Park:

Hidden gem with pristine beaches,
diverse wildlife, and stunning coastal
landscapes, offering hiking trails and
secluded coves.

Pack a small bag for a day or hiking
pack for a week escape, and don’t for-
get all the essentials.

Cape Liptrap Coastal Park:

A less-explored coastal park with
rugged cliffs, lighthouses, and hidden
beaches, perfect for a peaceful coastal
retreat.

Delight in the breathtaking vistas
from the Cape Liptrap Lighthouse, of-
fering panoramic views of turquoise
waters. The straightforward, self-guid-
ed stroll not only showcases the scenic
beauty but also provides insights into
its historical importance.

Explore the mangroves bustling with
unique birdlife.

Turtons Creek Reserve:

Serene reserve located between Fos-
ter and Mirboo North with walking
trails, waterfall, and picnic spots, pro-
viding an off-the-beaten-path escape
into nature.

Benefit both mind and body when
you get outdoors to explore the giant
eucalypts, mountain ash and black-
wood trees.

Port Welshpool Long Jetty:

Stroll the 800m length of the Port
Welshpool Long Jetty, Victoria’s only
curved jetty, which stretches into the
waters of Corner Inlet.

It officially reopened in 2019 after
major works revitalising its dilapidat-
ed structure, which had been damaged
by fire and the ravages of the sea.

It’s the perfect spot to cast a line and
you might reel in some squid. There
are ample fishing rod holders along the
jetty’s railing.

upP
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Rigby
homemakers

Zone

b o e Ly

MASSIVE

NEW YEAR SALE

O3

STOREWIDE

L Ag¥B O Y
Mm

&4 Posturepedic
Sleepmaker

All furniture
& bedding

UP TO 50% OFF

SAVE, SAVE, SAVE ...
WHILE YOU CAN!

Righy
homemakers

24 Inverloch Rd Wonthaggi Ph 5672 5906

furnish your dreams

JA21998
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XPLORE SOUTH GIPPSLAND
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South Gippsland is full of activities that can be enjoyed in summer by
locals and visitors alike. Here are just a few suggestions of the many
things there are to see and do.

Walk or cycle the Great Southern Rail Trail

The trail spans 107 km between Nyora and Port Welshpool. When you
use the rail trail, don't forget to call into townships along the way to
experience the friendliness and charm of country living.

Picnic at Agnes Falls Scenic Reserve

Take in the cascading falls from the viewing platform, an easy 200 metre
walk from the car park (perfect for little legs). After, enjoy a packed lunch
and relax in the grassy picnic ground beneath towering Eucalyptus, Blue
Gums, leafy Blackwood and Silver Wattle trees.

Visit the Long Jetty in Port Welshpool

Take a walk along the Long Jetty which spans an impressive 800 metres
from the shoreline to the channel. The structure is an attraction in itself
but it's also a great spot to drop in a ishing line.

Explore the Walkerville Lime Kilns

Once a very important source of material for Melbourne's building
industry, the Lime Kilns are now a historic relic located by the beach at
Walkerville. Spend hours exploring the coastline of rock pools and little
sandy coves, enjoy walking, fishing, swimming or simply relaxing.

For more ideas, please contact our friendly Visitor Information Centre
team on 1800 630 704 or call in and say hello. The VIC is located in Foster
(Main Street).

Or visit our website for event, accommodation, dining, touring or
shopping information: www.visitsouthgippsland.com.au

Here are some holiday ideas for the
summer season. How many can you
check off our to-do-list?

1. Visit Wilsons Promontory National Park

2. Experience Coal Creek (free entry)

3. Stroll through the Lyrebird Forest Walk

4. Walk to the top of Mount Nicoll

5. Drive the Grand Ridge Road

6. Discover the Walkerville lime kilns

7. Sample delicious boutique wine, beer, cider and spirits
8. Visit the Loch suspension bridge

9. Attend one of the regions many live performances and events
10. Fish along the banks of the Tarwin River

11. Vist our art galleries, exhibitions and events

12. Learn about Lennie Gwyther and his pony Ginger Mick
13. Explore our villages and sample amazing local produce
14. Walk the Point Smythe Nature Trall

15. Swim at our local beaches

HEEEEEE e

Explore Cape Liptrap Coastal Park

'
k.

Wa/ or ride the Great Southern Rail Trail
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The old girl

THE memories stem to child-
hood, the old hot rods, rock n’ roll
skirts and adventures with the ex-
tended family. Sitting on Santa’s
lap at the Christmas party and
learning to dance.

Electric cars may be the cool kid
on the block, but there is still a large
following where big blocks lie.

And as the summer heats up
there is never a more perfect time
to bring the old girls out.

Some are in perfect condition,
others need some TLC, but there
is no better feeling than the fresh
sea air with the windows down as
you drive along the Cape Paterson-
Inverloch Road.

An ice-cream stop along the way
with mates or fish n’ chips by the
beach.

Inland, the hills with sweeping
views make for another spectacu-
lar cruise.

There’s generally only two prob-
lems with an old girl — she doesn’t
like to go slow (or she overheats)
and if she’s still got the old drums
she doesn’t always stop on a dime.

C_____ e

RETRO, VINTAGE
DESIGNER &
ARTISANAL

GOODS

THE
\WONTHAGA
MARKET
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BUSINESS FOR SALE

Great potential, suitable as a social enterprise business model

17 Korumburra Road, Wonthaggi
0419 342 815 ﬂ@ The Wonthaggi Market

HM11033
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' SHOW N’ SHINE

AFTER the roaring success of
this year’s Show ‘N Shine and Swap
Meet in Wonthaggi, the 2024 event
is shaping up to be just as big on
January 28.

Hundreds of classic and vintage
vehicles are expected to be show-
cased again, with the competition
and judging to be even tighter.

Over 45 stall holders will partici-
pate in the swap meet as part of the
show; the biggest fundraiser for the
Wonthaggi Football Netball Club.

Gates open 6am for Swap Meet
stallholders, 7.30/8am gates open
for car entrants and public.

Car and driver $15 for judging
/$10 for car and driver no judging.

Everyone else (passengers and
pedestrians) $5 each.

Judging cut off 9:30am sharp!

Ten award categories including:
« Presidents Choice (best overall)
« Best Aussie Original

» Best Aussie Muscle

« Best Tuff Street

» Best Hot Rod

« Best Vintage — Pre 1950

 Best Bike

 Best Paint

« Best Interior

- Best Engine Bay

nuérﬁnuh'ﬁ
SUNDRY 28TH JANUARY 2024
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5/ U5 FREE
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SUMMERSALT Gymnastics in
Wonthaggi has the kid’s fun cov-
ered over the school break, opening
their summer holiday program from
Monday, January 15.

Running programs to cater for a
range of talent, owner Chelsea Caple
has designed a convenient online
timetable for parents to pre-register
their children’s gymnastics session.

With no experience required, reg-
ulars and visitors to the coast are
welcome to come along and join in
the flip’n good fun; a perfect indoor
activity for a cold or rainy day, or a
chance to keep the kids active and
entertained.

Children will have access to the
traditional gymnastics floor, partic-
ipate in circuits and games as well
as entry to the ninja course, inclu-
sive of indoor trampolines and rock
climbing.

The sessions for the lil-groms are
designed to give them an opportu-
nity to build their confidence, work
on their concentration and fine-mo-
tor skills and use their imagination;
all whilst having the time of their
lives.

Two, one-hour sessions will run
every Wednesday from 9.30am until
10.30am and 10.30am until 11.30am
for children aged one-year to

fo

pre-school; and on Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday and Friday, movement
educators will run two, two-hour
sessions for kinder to teens, from
9.30am until 11.30am and 11.30am
until 1.30pm, plus a Wednesday ses-
sion from 11.30am until 1.30pm.

“During our one-year to pre-
school hour, parent supervision is
required to help those little ones
settle in and to give them a helping
hand - having their parent or guard-
ian there helps them build their
confidence and enjoy their lesson,”
said Chelsea.

“However; the kinder to teens
class will be held as a drop off ses-
sion, giving parents the opportunity
to drop and go; head out for a coffee
or visit those local attractions that
the kids just aren’t up for.”

Children will be supervised by
Summersalt movement educators
whilst they enjoy the fun of the
summer program, helping them
meet new friends and enjoy their
summer school holidays.

The summer program will be
$17.50 for an hour session and $32
for atwo-hour session. Bookings can
be made online summersaltgym.
com.au. All participants are recom-
mended to bring a drink bottle and
socks for the bouncy trampolines.

OLP DPALYSTON CHURCH

RESTAURANT | CAFE | FUNCTIONS
OUTDOOR AREA | FULL BAR

74 Dalyston-Glen Forbes Rd, Dalyston
www.dalystonchurch.com.au
5678 7154 or 0420 422 923 | Follow us on [[J{G)

fun /

S

o

COME FIND US
BROWSE US
EMAIL US

LIKE US . [__f]

INSTEAD
YOURS

“The summer
holiday program
gives our regular

gymnasts more
time on the floor
over the holidays
and teaches new
students some fun
and exciting

new skills.”

LET THE KIDS
OFF

OUR WAL

|

FROM MON I5TH JAN

2HR SESSION $32
SCHOOL/TEEN AGES

[ 3
R

IHR SESSION $17.50
'PRESCHOOL

-
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SURF SKATE SNOW

VORTEX SURF SKATE SNOW
54 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi 5672 4112
www.vortexsurfskatesnow.com.au {8l vortexsurfskatesnow

HM11081
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STEVE Cousins is not just your average
passionate business owning surfer, who
also happens to skate and snowboard,
he’s also the highly skilled surfboard
shaper at Vortex who started his journey
as a hobbyist in his youth.

“Around 17/18 years old - we would
shape boards in mates’ garages,” Steve
smiled, recalling the early days of craft-
ing surfboards.

After a hiatus, Steve established Vortex
Surf Skate Snow in 2000.

“Running the store was a full-time job,
but gradually we had the potential to
shape our own, and we were frustrated
with the availability and what we were
paying for boards from Queensland
from other brands,” Steve explained.

Aiming to offer customised solu-
tions for surfers dissatisfied with mass-
produced boards, the motivation also
stemmed from damaged boards during
freight and the inability to cater to the
specific needs of local surfers.

“We reached a point in 2015 and decid-
ed it was time. I had the staff in place in
the shop to be able to spend the time to
start shaping boards myself again.”

Steve took a decisive step, dedicating
time to handcrafting boards himself.
The timing coinciding in 2020 with the

CELLAR DOOR
64 Cashin Street Inverloch

Thurs-Sun 12pm-5.30pm
Summer Holidays: OPEN 7 DAYS
www.dirtythreewines.com.au

COVID boom, propelling Vortex into a
period of full-time board building.

The process, from shaping to glassing,
resin tints and finishing, meticulously
done under one roof.

“We’ve found now that a majority of
what we do are custom boards.”

The shift towards customisation be-
came a defining feature, constituting
around 70-80 per cent of Vortex’s pro-
duction.

Steve engages with customers, under-
standing their surfing styles, preferenc-
es, and needs.

“TI've been a surfer in the area since '86
- I know quite a lot of the customers in
the water and I have an understanding
of where they surf, how they surfand the
needs of their equipment.”

Sitting down and coming up with a
board that will suit the individual rather
than having to rely on a stock board is
the level of personalisation that sets Vor-
tex apart, empowering surfers to partici-
pate in the design process, from board
shape to artwork and colour choices.

Steve’s love for variety in board build-
ing is evident. From shaping young
grommet boards to performance boards
and longboards, the diversity keeps the
craft interesting, along with surfboard

Welcome to our cellar door. We love Pinot Noir and the three
distinct “dirts” our vines are grown in. We strive to make
wines with soul and harmony, that sing of the dirt in which
they’re grown. Taste our wines and sit down and sample
some awesome local cheese or charcuterie.




repairs. The connection between the
surfer and their board is crucial, and
Steve emphasises the importance of
continuous feedback for refinement.

“The creativity - to be able to create
new models and boards that you can
test and get the satisfaction of others
using them and coming back with good
feedback - it’s a lot more personable
than just selling a board from another
company.

“Doing start to finish myself gives me
complete control over the quality of my
product ensuring they come out the way
Iwant them and allows me to control all
the elements. Sanding is replicating the
shape of the board underneath. If it’s not
replicated, you end up with a completely
different board than what you’ve spent

Venue Hours
Monday - Wednesday
10am-10pm
Thu & Fri 10am -11pm
5.‘|.I!|.|.rr_1;|.:_.l 1lam - 11lpm

Sunday 11am - 10pm

time and effort shaping.”

Steve reveals that the time required
for a board’s completion varies, from
approximately 14-15 hours for a stan-
dard shortboard up to 20 hours for a
resin-tinted longboard. The process
also includes a week for resin curing,
ensuring the board is surfable and du-
rable.

In a market flooded with commercial
options, Vortex thrives on its indepen-
dence and commitment to the local
community with Vortex sponsoring
surfers and events, nurturing local tal-
ent and contributing to the vibrant surf-
ing culture.

Steve acknowledges the influence of
community ties and the importance of
local businesses in maintaining a sense

_ Bistro Hours

Lunch 12-2pm

7 Days a woek

Dinner 5:30pm - Bpm
% [T I'J..'I.:r'- !:':ﬂ.turd:‘i}r

Sunday Dinner - Closed

LEONGATHA
RSL
WEEKLY
PROMOTIONS |

Family friendly - Fully accessible
Seniors & kids meals available
Gluten free and vegan menu options

Find us on ﬂ f@
www.leongatha-rsl.com.au
Call - 56622747

Bistro bookings essential - 56624487

of connection and support.

“We walk down the beach a lot with
the dog and some nights no matter the
conditions you see kids and adults out
learning to surf and they’re absolutely
stoked. I think sometimes we underes-
timate that period - it’s the best surf-
ing. As you get older and faster you
don’t always get the conditions and you
get fussier! Yet at the start it could be a
cyclone and it doesn’t matter because
mum is taking you to the beach!”

Steve also encourages surfers to rec-
ognise the value of working with the
same shaper consistently, facilitating a
nuanced understanding of individual
needs and promoting a more rapid de-
velopment in surfing ability.

“The beauty of surfboards is that

P
—‘$

EVAINS

petroleum

there’s no perfect board for everyone.
Everyone is individual and the per-
fect board changes as you progress
and even as you get older. I don’t think
any surfer has ever said they’ve got too
many boards,” Steve laughed, noting
there is always the option to trade-in if
you reach that point.

And whilst pastel hues, particularly
purples, are ladies’ favourites this sea-
son, the men are less fussy — a white
board doing the trick. The ever-chang-
ing landscape of surfboard designs re-
flects the diverse tastes and preferences
within the surfing community.

“It doesn’t matter what level you are
at, it’s just as much fun regardless -
knowing I've built the boards that peo-
ple are having a ball on, is really nice.”

GET ALLYOUR
SUMMER ESSENTIALS
AT EVANS BP

For locations across Gippsland, visit
evanspetroleum.com.au to find your
closest Evans Petroleum.

s

REGGIE’S
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= “Ilovethat
¥ everywave
£ brings new
excitement
and a new
= experience.”
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From Philippines to Phillip Island

PHILLIP Island Boardrid-
ers (PIBC) supergrom and
13-year-old Phoenix Stedman
shares her passion for surfing
from a young age, and her per-
sonal journey from the Philip-
pines to Phillip Island.

Phoenix began surfing with
her dad as a toddler, but really
found her passion in the water
at just seven years old, today
riding a 5°5 Al Merrick Chan-
nel Island surfboard with
Smiths Beach still her favou-
rite break on the island.

“I love that every wave
brings new excitement and a
new experience,” said Phoe-
nix.

Phoenix’s inspiration for
surfing began with her father
- a surfer from South Africa
who moved to Siargao in the
Philippines.

Phoenix shared that her
family moved to Australia
when she was only two years
old. “Our family made the
decision to live on Phillip
Island to be close to friends
and close to the surf, and Dad
worked for Island Surfboards
for many years after that.

“Surfing was always a part
of my life and living that life-
style I knew I wanted to be
a part of a club, so I recently
joined the PIBC. I love it, I've
made so many friends, and
everyone is really supportive
of one another, plus there
is always something new to
learn.”

Phoenix’s Dad continues to
work with surfboards, mainly
working on ding repairs on
Phillip Island and is a sup-
portive mentor for Phoenix,
with both of them sharing a
passion for surfing.

“Dad and I still surftogether,
and he is always driving me so
I can surf around the island.

“I am not sure what my fu-
ture of surfing looks like, but I
know that it is a sport that al-
lows me to relax, to be myself
with nothing around me and
it will always be a part of my
life. I'd also love to take a surf
trip to the Philippines.”

As well as her father, Phoe-
nix is inspired by Austra-
lian professional surfer Sally
Fitzgibbons, and hopes to one
day meet her in person.

7 R

Restoration of Humber Super Snipe Series | (1959)

I BOUGHT this car for scrap
value ($150) from an associ-
ate of mine whom I thought
was restoring it but, was in
fact stripping the best parts
from it for his own Humbers.
He found the car on a prop-
erty in Pakenham, where it
had been used as a paddock
bomb, so after the differ-
ential collapsed it was left
where it stopped.

Other Humber enthusiasts
came by and purchased the
engine, transmission, the en-
tire dash panel including all
instruments and anything
else they wanted, so by the
time I got the car, all that was
left was a complete body (al-
beit straight and rust free)
with a good interior.

I chose this car to restore
simply because there are no
more, there are no new ones
being made and, having pre-
viously owned Humbers be-
fore, I was quite comfortable

J(:w;rz/:?f;%
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Phone 5664 7264 to make a booking
avonleighfarm@gmail.com
42 Thorsons Road, Tarwin
& AvonleighFarmFineFood

§ An experience
< & A4, not to be missed

Avonleigh Farm is a perfect place
to indulge the senses.

Relax and enjoy an elegant, intimate,
unique dining experience
Lunch, High-Tea (our specialty) or
Dinner surrounded by charming
antiques and a beautiful view.

Nestled in the rolling hills of
South Gippsland, five minutes
from the delightful town of Meeniyan.

RESERVATION ONLY

HM11038

By Des Judd

and confident in getting it
done. A little of the ‘Lame
Duck Syndrome’ may have
crept in also.

Humber mechanical parts
are very hard to come by
and very expensive, so a few
alterations have been im-
plemented, such as a Ford
XT rear end, Tri-Matic auto
transmission and a Holden
V8 engine. These engines
have proved themselves time
and again on the world stage
of Bathurst, are plentiful and
inexpensive to overhaul and
maintain.

Another front cross member
has been obtained, due to the
original one being severely
twisted due to bush bashing
and has been fitted with later
model disc brakes. All pins
and bushes for the front sus-
pension were sourced from
the Netherlands, luckily most

Sunday, January 14, 2024

Korumburra Showgrounds
Vintage & Classic Car Display

Grounds closed 10pm Saturday till Gam Sunday
* AUTO ¢ MOTORCYCLE ¢ STATIONARY ENGINES
e FARM MACHINERY ¢ ANTIQUE ¢ ANYTHING MECHANICAL

ADMISSION: $5 per person ¢ Under 16 FREE

Sites $15 per site plus $5 per person. Sites allocated on arrival. No prior bookings

BRIC-A-BRAC ¢ CAR BOOKS ¢ LIGHT REFRESHMENTS
plus more from 6am in the pavilion

Inquiries * 0400 572 505

No animal sales. No dogs permitted entry.

other parts can be supplied
courtesy of Ford and General
Motors.

Most of the mechanical
work has been done, includ-
ing the wiring, and making
and installation of a tradi-
tional wood dashboard.

Interior and bodywork
is next with the intention
of the vehicle displaying a
stock standard appearance
to keep the purists happy
while having an upgraded
performance index to allow
more agility round the hills
and bends of beautiful South
Gippsland, which will make
me very happy!

The South Gippsland
branch of Gippsland Histori-
cal Automobile Club Inc are
hosting their 39th annual
Swap Meet on January 14
with vintage and classic car
display and plenty of other
goodies on offer.

The South Gippsland branch of Gippsland Historical Automobile Club Inc. presents

GG0930
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THE antique whistle blew, and the
wheels began to turn, I settled into
my seat aboard the Walhalla Gold-
fields Railway, embarking on a journey
through time; we were headed in search
of gold.

Well perhaps not, but in our minds
anything was possible.

Carrying us along the tracks, the
rhythmic chugging of the locomotive
and birds in the treetops fill one’s ears
whilst the panoramic views of Stringers
Creek Valley unfolds below.

We bid farewell to the remnants of the
old gold mines and hello to nature at its
finest.

Descending the steep grades, pass
through the old dense eucalypt forests,
round bends and along the narrow-
gauge tracks.

In 1862, the glittering promise of gold

FRESH PRODUCE

first embraced Walhalla, sparking near-
ly five decades of prolific gold produc-
tion extracted from the depths of un-
derground mines.

The town’s profound isolation im-
posed exorbitant transportation costs
for vital mining supplies, firewood,
and town provisions, and as the 1870s
dawned, Walhalla pressed for their own
rail connection.

A plea that went unheard for three
decades until 1900 when State Govern-
ment approval was finally granted.

Construction of the 44-Kilometre
line from Moe commence in 1904, tak-
ing shape in the narrow gauge to save
money - like that of three other lines
including ‘Puffing Billy’ in the Dande-
nong Ranges.

The project reached its culmination in
early 1910, with the final leg extending

TRASH & TREASURE

Open every Sunday including NYE
Inside and out, 's €un . .. Come!

10am

- 2pm

= Collectables - Vintage Retro clothes & wares
= Pre-loved designer & brand clothing
Trash & Treasure = Books = Plants Great food
- Coffee - Live music and more...
Kongwak Market is a smoke free event

For stalls 0417 142 478

HM11031

14kms from Inverloch, 18kms from Wonthaggi
Wonthaggi - Korumburra Road, Kongwak

You'll never know what you'll find!
Parking available at Kongwak Hall, Tennis courts and near Kongwak Primary School.

beyond Erica demanding a plethora of
bridges and cuttings through the rug-
ged mountains of the district.

On May 3, 1910, the railway was
formally opened, and services com-
menced, with an expectation that it
would support Walhalla to a new age of
prosperity.

Unfortunately, the mines had gradu-
ally become uneconomic and only a
year later the Long Tunnel Extended
Mine closed with the Long Tunnel
Mine following in 1914.

Special trains packed with visitors ran
until 1941 before the final section of line
between Moe and Erica closed in 1954.

By 1991, the former railway was
eclipsed by trees, undergrowth and
landslides, however, that same year
the Walhalla Railway Taskforce set
about reconstructing the line from

Erica to Walhalla.

The rest as they say is history...

Before one’s eyes the landscape trans-
forms to emerald green and the rhyth-
mic clatter of the wheels on the tracks
as sturdy trestle bridges span deep ra-
vines and tracks cling to the mountain-
side.

As the engine slows the forest breaks
and the sun permeates the carriage —
the bridge into Thompson Station.

On arrival in Thompson we headed
down to the river - dipping our toes in
the water and snapping pictures before
we clambered back on board for our on-
ward journey home.

The Walhalla Goldfields Railway had
become a time machine, transporting
us back to an era of dreams and deter-
mination, where the promise of gold
shimmers on the horizon.

*

* Kk

Ride Victoria’s Most Scenic Railway

in time and travel through the spectacular Stringers Gorge.

Bring the family for an enjoyable day out.

N !

information_
aﬁgrblookings visit
www.walhall

phone 5165 *62*89 .

ok kK xK X

X % kKoK K KX

arail.com.au or

* Kk
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c “Both these locations are unique at
J\" the Prom and very different,” Wilsons

_’_J Promontory National Park Ranger
Team Leader Dan explained.

“They provide a different context
to the coastline of the national park.
Most people associate the white san-
dy beaches, forests and granite rocky
shoreline.

“Millers Landing is very much a
mangrove/mudflat at the bottom end
of Corner Inlet — quite sheltered. There
are lots of wading and breeding birds,
and the mangroves are unique in
their own right providing a variety of
habitats for breeding fish, seahorses,
migratory birds and other plants and
wildlife. There is a different species of
banksia located at Millers Landing
(Saw Banksia) that you would not nor-
mally see around Tidal River.

“You could also take an off-road
wheelchair quite happily along the
track to Millers Landing. In dry north-
ern weather, Millers’ can get pretty
hot, so ensure you have plenty of water.

“Vereker Outlook offers some pretty
expansive views over the top third of
the park - it’s a very beautiful loca-
tion, and a bit more of a hike uphill
therefore lends itself to those who are
more able. Vereker would be easier
than Mt Oberon (for those who are fa-
miliar with the summit walk) however,
it is very much a walking trail (as op-
posed to the vehicle management track

S PV HIDDEN PROM GEM

THE holidays may be upon us, but
whether staying for a week or day trip-
ping, it has never been a better time
to pop on the hiking shoes, grab your
backpack of supplies and hit the Prom.

Millers Landing Nature Walk

Starting at the Five Mile car park me-
ander through banksia and stringybark
woodlands as you head north to Corner
Inlet and Millers Landing.

Taking in the southernmost stand of
white mangroves in the world, the inlet
is a haven for migratory birds.

The walk is an easy grade two hike of
four kilometres that should take walk-
ers 1.5 hours return. Note there are no
facilities available at either the car-
park (only a couple of picnic tables) or
along the track and people are advised
to ensure they have sufficient supplies
including warm clothes should the
weather change, and plenty of water.

For those looking to extend their walk
head east at the junction on your return
and include Vereker Outlook Walk.

Vereker Outlook Walk

Follow the trail through open bank-
sia woodland, past unique grass tress
and up the spectacularly balanced ':__'!‘-"'_",':',‘:- .
boulders of Vereker Outlook from the i e

Five Mile car park.

A grade three, six-kilometre walk
(approximately two hour return) the
outlook takes in the panoramic views
across Wilsons Promontory and Cor-
ner Inlet including Darby Saddle and

of Oberon).
“The higher you climb the more
granite boulders you will encounter.”
Visitors will also be able to see the
new shoots and fresh foliage after eco-
logical burns earlier this year.

Cotters Beach.

Similar to the Millers Landing track,
ensure you have sufficient supplies
and beware of unprotected cliffs.

Photos: Parks Victoria

Holidaying here and tempted to relocate?

We're looking for clinical and
non-clinical staff to join our '
growing health service. "

\4_1"4mn"*-r 1Tl ,_:‘;h_"

We're the sub-regional health service
for Bass Coast and South Gippsland.

Bar & Bistro | Functions | Beer garden | Takeaway & Delivery
Online Ordering | Live Sports | Specialising in Dietary Requirements

We offer you:
« anew modern hospital
* a supportive work
environment
+ learning opportunities
* a coastal lifestyle.

Find your next career move at
basscoasthealth.mercury.com.au
or email your resume to our
Human Resources team at
hr@basscoasthealth.org.au

or phone 5671 3151.

Wonthaggi Hospital, 5671 3333

Phillip Island Health Hub, 5951 2100 “’:’-

basscoasthealth.org.au "‘ Bass Coast Health
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Nick Barker

Exoskeleton

CARAVAN Music and the Archies Creek
Hotel proudly present Nick Barker and
The Fading Lights with special guests Sean
McMahon and The Owls on Saturday, Janu-
ary 6.

Barker made the album with his good
friend and producer Shane O’Mara.

“Nick is a singular musician with a unique
approach,” Shane says.

“The sound of the guitar and bass are re-
markable — wandering, tough bass lines,
and incredible angular, sinewy guitar. And,
of course, the arrow-straight vocal makes
you take notice and listen. This was such a
rewarding album to make. I found the songs
heartfelt, captivating and musically always
surprising.”

“If you saw us in a 17th century London
Street,” Barker says, “I'd be the raggedy-
arsed beggar and Shane would be the well-
dressed court troubadour. But he’s a great
producer, he just freed me up and let me do
my thing.”

Lyrically, the record is raw and revealing.

“The lyrics are a lot darker,” Barker ex-
plains. “I wasn’t joking around as much.”

“You want it easy,” he sings in ‘Hand in
The Lake’, one of the album’s many stand-
out tracks, “butI don’t do easy.”

“I guess I was trying to theme the record. I
was going for set pieces. To me, this album
is about the lyrics — I wanted the music to
match the emotion.”

Exoskeleton features Barker’s most per-
sonal song to date, ‘Unravelling World’ -
the first time he’s written about the passing
of his mother, a seismic event that rocked

his world when he was still a teenager.

The artist frames the song as a letter.

“Dear Mum,” he sings, “I got scared when
you died... and I still feel like a kid feels.”

“The song was a long time coming,” Bark-
€r notes.

“That’s what songwriting is to me now
- it’s confessional. You go in and you go,
‘Right, if you won'’t tell anyone else, then tell
yourself.”

“This record is a lot of that. There’s a lot of
shouting at the mirror. Let’s face it, as you
get older, that’s all that’s left really. Instead
of being an insular, inward-gazing teenager,
you're that but as a middle-aged man,” the
singer laughs.

“That creative midlife crisis: just shouting
at your younger self.”

After his mum’s death, Barker left home,
relocating to a squat in St Kilda.

“It was a bleak time in a lot of ways,” he
reflects.

“But it made me who I am, and it’s a path
I probably would have gone down even if I
had the choice now.”

Exoskeleton comes 35 years after Barker’s
first single with the Reptiles, ‘Another Me’.
It’s been a long, strange trip, with many
highs and lows in between, countless nights
on the road, as well as writing songs with
Paul Kelly, Jimmy Barnes, Mick Thomas,
Felicity Urquhart and, yes, Tim Rogers.

And the artist has accumulated a few scars
along the way.

Nick Barker delivers one of the finest al-
bums of his career with tickets available at
archiescreekhotel.com.au
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Look after yourself

= T

N STAY HYDRATED

Summer is the sun’s time
to shine. It is important that
you make sure your body is

. e e

- X
M CONNECT WITH OTHERS

tS MOVE YOURBODY

3

#

prepared to keep your body
functioning optimally in the
warmer weather.

The Victorian Govern-
ment recommends 2L a day
depending on your age and
gender. Keep it interesting,

With the sun shining and
the rain clouds keeping at
bayit’s the perfect timeto try
some new activities. Stand
Up Paddleboarding is the
perfect chance to make the
most of the calm sea breezes

Whether it be catching up
for a morning walk and cof-
fee with friends you’ve been
meaning to catch up with for
months or making time to
spend time with family and
loved ones. Make sure it’s on

] -
y add frozen berries or lemon/ " ' and warm weather. the top of your list.

Tay lime juice to Kkeep you re- . Coasting for women and

w freshed. N\‘ teens session is designed to . g =
| —r—rr R . L : equip you with all the know

e il e N T how to get out on the wa- Ry

o

P GET YOURREST

Summertime in Australia is also our festive sea-
son. So your normal schedule may be thrown out
the window. It’s important to make sure that you're
not only getting enough sleep, but taking the time

out to look after your mind.

Set aside five minutes every day (maybe before |, ﬂ’_
bed) to do some deep breathing and/or meditation.

ter through a new skill and
move your body.

8 WEAR SUNSCREEN

The Australian sun is known for its harshness.
Make sure you'’re looking after your skin so it can
remain healthy for years to come.

SLIP- SLOP - SLAP - SEEK - SLIDE

WONTHAGGI LIFE SAVING CLUB

Home of the famous Cape Paterson Bay Beach Rock Pool

FAMILY CARD FUN NIGHTS
7.30PM - 9.30PM
Thursday, December 28
Tuesday, January 2
Thursday, January 4
Tuesday, January 9,
Thursday, January 11
Tuesday, January 16
Thursday, January 18
Tuesday, January 23
Thursday January 25

COFFEE SHOP

Wonthaggi Life Saving Club
Open daily through January

Coffee, drinks, icy poles,
Devonshire teas and much more

OUTDOOR

BEACH & LIFESAVING PROGRAM FOR MOVIE NIGHTS

5TO 13 YEAR OLDS
The Nipper Program is held at the Wonthaggi Life
Saving Clubhouse on the following dates and times:
December 2023
Friday 29
January 2024
Monday 1, Wednesday 3, Friday 5, Monday 8,
Wednesday 10, Friday 12, Monday 15, Wednesday 17,
Monday 22, Wednesday 24, Friday 26

Bring a chair or picnic rug

HELD IN THE PARK
BESIDE
THE WONTHAGGI
LIFE SAVING CLUB HALL

Starting approx. 8.30pm

(weather permitting)
Friday nights
January 5, 12, 19, 26

(Movie TBA)

i

Club Champions (A fun competition for Nippers through to Masters)
Saturday, January 13 - Registration 9.30am for 10am start

Nipper sessions run from 9.30am to 11am,
plus time at the conclusion of the session to pack up.

For updates and further information visit www.wlsc.org.au or phone Mark on 0409 159 341
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A FAMILY friendly getaway in one of
Bass Coast’s premium tourism desti-
nations - Inverloch - awaits.

Picture yourself soaking in the sun,
the beach right on your doorstep, and
the children completely entertained
for hours on end.

All this and more are on offer at In-
verloch’s Big4 Ingenia Holiday Park.

Pack your bags, make the journey to
the Anderson Inlet park, and leave all
your worries at the gate whilst enjoy-
ing the best of the coastal experience.

Situated on 10 acres of land - offer-
ing 120 sites and 60 cabins - the Big4
Holiday Park is a hub of activity and is
quickly booking out for the summer.

Its features are sure to delight the

The park radiates a
calm, country vibe,
contributing to its

appeal as a relaxing

city escape.

A T

whole family.

Children and their families can
spend hours honing their skills on the
basketball court, getting the adrena-
line going on the BMX track, exerting
energy on the jumping pillow, and
making a splash at the water park and
indoor heated swimming pool.

An adventure playground is also a
significant feature for the little ones.

The holiday park is also excitedly
awaiting the opening of its mini golf
course, which is expected to be op-
erational in the weeks leading up to
Christmas.

The park radiates a calm, country
vibe, contributing to its appeal as a re-
laxing city escape.

Everything you need at Inerloch’s Big4 Holiday Park

Stay in one the luxurious villas
with spacious bedrooms, and fully
equipped bathrooms and kitchens, or
spoil yourself with the “glamping” ex-
perience in one of the eco glamping
tents.

Otherwise, check out the range of
sites for caravans and tents to make
the experience entirely your own.

Assistant park manager Kate Fer-
guson said children and parents alike
have loved spending their summer
holidays at the park,

“People like staying here because we
are fully enclosed. We are a gated park,
which parents appreciate,” she said.

“There’s plenty of entertainment,
and we’re close to the beach and local

Complete range of accommodation, caravan sites and recreational facilities including indoor heated pool and indoor splash pool
What are yow wailing fon? Book your hext gelamway!

BIG4 Ingenia Holidays Inverloch | 2 Cuttriss Street, Inverloch | Phone 5674 1447 | www.ingeniaholidays.com.au

amenities — differing from a lot of cara-
van parks that are usually located on
the way out of town.”

The park is fully equipped with ame-
nities for its holidaymakers.

Cooking facilities are located on site,
with barbecues scattered around the
park and the foreshore.

There are six amenities blocks within
the park, including disabled access
bathrooms and laundries.

Kate said many park visitors take the
opportunity to explore the wider area,
often making day trips over to Phillip
Island to catch the Penguin Parade, or
to see the sights at Wilsons Promontory.

Be quick to make a booking and en-
joy a summer by the sea.

HM11034
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Explore taste sensations at Pearl Inverloch

FOR an exquisite dining experience,
Pearl Inverloch is top of the list.

Nestled in a coastal haven in Lind-
sey Close, Pearl offers its diners a qui-
et getaway within one of Bass Coast’s
tourism hotspots.

Pearl recently launched its summer
menu - a selection of delicious meals
just light enough to enjoy on a warm
summer’s night, paired with the per-
fect refreshment.

Pearl’s menu includes a range of
Asian fusion dishes, including the re-
turn of crowd favourite Beef Rendang.

Weekly specials offer diners tempt-
ing new delights and the chance to
find a new favourite such as char-
grilled scallops and morish oysters.

Professional and friendly staff are
another feature of the restaurant -
they are welcoming and on hand to
advise diners the best way to enjoy the
shared dining menu.

Entrees are served much like tapas,
and two or three dishes are best en-
joyed when they are shared around
the table.

Finish off the stunning meal with
the perfect palate cleanser — a choice
from the dessert menu.

Using seasonal ingredients, the fresh
desserts are playful with every bite.

The flavours at Pearl are bold, the
presentation picture-perfect, and the
relaxed holiday vibe will transport
you to exotic destinations.

Pearl prides itself on quality and
consistency throughout its menu, de-
livering innovative food to highly sat-
isfied customers.

To truly enjoy the city-escape and
the coastal atmosphere, Pearl offers
a courtyard sitting area for its diners.

Shaded by umbrellas and surround-
ed by the stunning natural environ-
ment, Pearl offers a true retreat in an
idyllic location.

There is more to delight than the
food and dining experience, Pearl col-
laborates with local artists to exhibit
fabulous works of art in its halls add-
ing another dimension to the idea of
the local restaurant.

A metal sculptor and two painters

display their works at the venue, of-
fering a thought-provoking treat and
an aesthetically beautiful atmosphere
for diners.

Whilst Pearl is the ultimate destina-
tion for a date night, anniversary or
special occasion, the establishment
caters for the whole family and fea-
tures a separate menu that is sure to
delight the children.

Pearl is open five days a week from
Tuesday to Saturday, with more time
slots potentially opening through the
summetr.

Come along, enjoy a drink and im-
merse yourself in the wonders of
Pearl’s light and vibrant summer
menu.

Asian—-inspired restaurant

HOURS // DINNER
Tuesday - Saturday:
From 5:00pm

Bookings recommended

SO JOIN US AT THE
BEST-KEPT SECRET...

M: 0493 136 351 E:info(dpearlinverloch.com A:5 Lindsey Close, Inverloch 3996 ﬁ pearlinverloch  www.pearlinverloch.com
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THE summer of racing at the popu-
lar local racecourses of Stony Creek and
Woolamai really starts to gain some mo-
mentum between Christmas and New
Year when Stony Creek hosts its Family
Day on Friday, December 29 and Woola-
mai Picnic Races, it’s party day on Satur-
day, December 30.

Stony Creek is the place to be on Fri-
day the 29th of December, to kick off the
New Year’s long weekend with a big day
of family-friendly fun at one of Victoria’s
iconic country racetracks.

The kids will be kept entertained all
day with:

« Kelly Sports supervised activities,

« Funky Farm wildlife shows and
encounters,

- Little Ryders Pony Rides, and

« Airy Fairy face painting.

In between races the lawn will be rock-
ing with local duo The Times performing.
And you can get lunch at your choice of
food trucks cooking up a range of cuisines.

With family and group marquee pack-
ages on offer including food and drink,
it’s the hassle free way to enjoy one of the
region’s best day outs!

Following that Stony Creek has anoth-
er four days to go to the races:

« Tuesday, January 9 ‘Pink Roses Day’
again with fun for the kids and live mu-
sic and the feature Influence Clothing
‘Fashions on the Field’ competition for
lucrative prizes.

- Thursday, January 18 is your answer
to a day full of family-friendly entertain-
ment for the school holidays with racing
action and live music for mum and dad,
and the kids catered for with some fun
entertainment all day.

« Tuesday, February 6 is Publicans’
Race Day which is an important day on
the Victorian racing calendar with Stony
Creek hosting the main provincial race
meeting on the day. It’s also the annual
get-together of local pubs and clubs at
the Publicans’ Luncheon. The highlight

PHILLIP ISLAND RSL
A VENUE FOR ALL OF LIFE'S OCCASIONS

PHILLIP ISLAND

OPENING HOURS
PHILLIP ISLAND RSL
VENUE: OPEN 7 DAYS
10.00AM TO LATE

FAMILY FRIENDLY AND FULLY ACCESSIBLE | KIDS PLAY AREA OPEN DAILY
MENU FEATURES HEALTHY CHOICE OPTIONS
CATERS FOR VEGETARIANS, VEGANS, GLUTEN FREE
SENIORS AND KIDS MENUS AVAILABLE

BISTRO: LUNCH AND DINNER
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL
LUNCH: FROM 12.00PM

DINNER - SEATING TIMES:
FROM 5.30PM

HM11040

Phone BH: 03 5952 1004 Enquiries: info@pirsl.com.au www.pirsl.com.au

of the afternoon is the friendly Punters
Competition, where pubs battle it out
aiming to raise money for local charities
and community groups. And there’s a
trophy and bragging rights for the win-
ner! There’s a buffet lunch and live mu-
sic by Imogen Price all for the one low
price of $40.

- Sunday, March 10, the Labour-Day
long weekend it’s the time-honoured
The Ladbrokes Stony Creek Cup with
the Influence Clothing ‘Fashions on the
Field’ competition a feature. There’s
also Funky Farm Wildlife, Airy Fairy
face painting, roving entertainers, food
trucks on site, live music and more. Join
the celebrations in the Trackside Party
marquee, or President’s Luncheon - both
providing a hassle-free way to enjoy one
of the region’s biggest days!

Woolamai Races

The Woolamai Picnic Races is off and
running for the season and there’s a full

RACING YOUr WAY /s Crcf or/ [Uolare

program of five more meetings to come
over the holidays and right through to
March.

There is literally no better place to en-
joy a day at the races than under the ma-
jestic old elm trees on the course, with a
picnic lunch and the action right there,
beside you on the rails.

It’s horse racing at its best beside the
spectacular Bass Hills, just a short drive
from local beach locations or better yet,
jump aboard the buses leaving from
Phillip Island and Wonthaggi.
Upcoming dates at Woolamai:

- Holiday Weekend Races, Saturday, De-

cember 30.

« Woolamai Kids’ Day Out, Saturday,

January 13.

« Alex Scott & Staff Woolamai Cup, Sat-

urday, February 3.

« Woolamai Whirlwind Race Day, Tues-

day, February 13.

- Phillip Island Health Hub Race Day,

Sunday, March 17.

STONY CREEK RACES

SUMMER SERIES

FRIDAY 29 DECEMBER
TUESDAY 9 JANUARY
THURSDAY 18 JANUARY

LADBROKES STONY CREEK CUP
SUNDAY 10 MARCH
FREE KID’S ENTERTAINMENT

FEATURING... KELLY SPORTS ACTIVITIES (DEC - JAN)
FUNKY FARM WILDLIFE SHOWS (29 DEC & 10 MAR)

FOOD TRUCKS - LIVE MUSIC - FASHIONS
General Admission from $15, kids FREE!

also racing...
TUESDAY 6TH FEBRUARY - PUBLICANS’ DAY

WWW.STONYCREEK.COM.AU

Private marquees, reserved tables & umbrellas and
bean bag lounges available.
Bus services from local & nearby coastal towns.

STONY CREEK RACING CLUB - SOUTH GIPPSLAND HWY
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EIGHT vyears since stepping into
their own label of Fleet wines, Justin
and Lisa Jenkins are serving the com-
munity and visitors abroad in their
very own Cellar Door overlooking the
rolling hills of South Gippsland.

With a passion for collectable vinyl
records, fine wine, and gourmet food
- Justin and Lisa moved themselves
back into the business of hospitality
- only this time they’re pouring their
very own collection of Fleet wines.

Their renowned range of Fleet Rosé,
Syrah, Chardonnay, Pinot Noir, and
Pinot Gris comes from their extensive
experience in the hospitality industry,
and from Cup Weekend 2023 Justin
and Lisa opened their Cellar Door pair-
ing their favourite drop with a sustain-
ably sourced menu.

From paddock to plate the Jenkins
have curated a charcuterie selection

to the sound of vinyl records

of gourmet cheeses, terrine and cured
meats, and patrons are welcome to
dine indoors amongst the beautiful
natural interior that showcases the
rich history of the winemaking pro-
cess, or setup outside shaded amongst
the trees.

Designed to effortlessly blend into
the rural landscape, the Fleet Cel-
lar Door sits amongst the vineyard in
the cool-climate wine region; a pet-
friendly space on 55-acres of land with
sweeping views.

“For those who aren’t necessarily
wine lovers, we’re also serving gin and
beers from our friends at Burra Brew-
ery and Sailors Graves,” said Justin,
“and we’re extending our opening
hours over summer, open Wednesday
to Sunday from December 27 until Jan-
uary 21.”

The Jenkins have nearly a decade of

Cellar Door

Nnow open
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experience producing wine; currently
harvesting their grapes from a vine-
yard on the other side of Leongatha,
that was planted in the early 90’s.

The couple have already planted 10
acres on the grounds of their South
Gippsland property with the first ju-
nior vine to be ready for harvest in
2025 and have been shortlisted as the
Best New Winery for the 2024 James
Halliday Wine Companion Awards.

“Lisa and I are taking our skills of 30
years combined experience in hospi-
tality and fostering local hospitality
culture.”

To share in this journey with the Jen-
kins on Boonwurrung Country visit
the Fleet Wines Cellar Door at 154 Old
Korumburra Road, Leongatha from
12pm until 5pm. fleetwines.com.au

W Photos: Cam Suttie from Know Studio

Fleet Wine Cellar Door —
sigh up to our newsletter for
updates at fleetwines.com.au

154 Old Korumburra Rd
[ eongatha 3953
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favourite escapes

There has never been a better time to head
outdoors and venture in your own backyard.

1. Wonthaggi Heathland

(Yallock-Bulluk Marine

and Coastal Park)

The Wonthaggi Heathland is one of
the area’s hidden gems. It is very di-
verse, with a wide variety of vegeta-
tion communities, including wet and
dry heath, coastal scrub, wetlands and
woodland environments.

The thing 1 love most about the
heathlands is its diversity of native
plants and animals so close to the
coast. You can find yourself surround-
ed by wildflowers and the sound of
birds or tucked away in the coastal
scrub listening to the sounds of the
ocean.

There are many tracks and trails
throughout the heathland, which can
be accessed from Chisholm Road and
the end of Reed Crescent in Wonthag-
gi. The track and trail network in the
heathland is quite extensive. I'd sug-
gest carrying plenty of food and water
and using a mapping program on your
phone to keep an eye on your location
throughout the walk to ensure you
make it back to your car safely. Dogs
are permitted on the walk, but they
must be always on a lead.

2. Screw Creek - Townsend Bluff
Estuary Walk (Anderson Inlet
Coastal Reserve)

One of the area’s most popular short
walks, the Screw Creek - Townsend
Bluff Estuary Walk takes you along the
edge of a pristine estuarine environ-
ment up to a beautiful vantage point
on top of the bluff with views over An-
derson Inlet, Point Smythe and Venus
Bay.

This is a short walk, but sturdy foot-
wear is recommended. Along your
journey, you will encounter healthy
stands of mangroves, saltmarsh, and
estuarine wetland environments and
notice the everchanging colours of
Screw Creek and Anderson Inlet.

If you visit on a windy day, I recom-
mend taking time to watch the grass
tussocks along the southern side of the

screw bridge move in the wind.

The best location to access the walk
is from the carpark located at the east-
ern end of the Inverloch Foreshore
Caravan Park. Dogs are allowed on a
lead on the designated walking track,
but not on the adjoining beach, which
is an important area for beach nesting
birds.

3. Eagles Nest (Yallock-Bulluk
Marine and Coastal Park)

Eagles Nest is one of the region’s
most visited locations for good reason.
Found within Bunurong Marine Na-
tional Park, this location is home to a
unique rock stack, that can be viewed
from several locations along the
Bunurong Coast and is popular with
photographers.

The best place to view this rock stack
is from the lookout at the southern
point of Eagles Nest. The site is incred-
ible at low tide, as you can explore the
extensive rock platform, rock pools
and look at the diverse marine life in
the area.

Located within the Marine National
Park, this area is a no-take zone, so
nothing except your rubbish can be
taken from this location. Please don’t
bring your furry friends — dogs are not
permitted at this site.

4. Shack Bay (Yallock-Bulluk
Marine and Coastal Park)

Shack Bay is found within the
Bunurong Marine National Park. The
location is named after the site’s for-
mer coastal shacks, that were built
during a Wonthaggi Coalmining Strike
and dismantled in 1977.

Shack Bay is home to a beautiful ma-
rine environment and beach, that is
surrounded by towering, weathered
cliffs. It’s a great spot to view the west-
ern side of the Eagles Nest rock stack.

On your walk to the site’s lookout,
you will walk past some beautiful She-
oaks before discovering an amazing
view which looks across the protected
embayment and cliffs.

You’re always welcome
at Wonthaggi Workmen’s

Enjoy our modern family - friendly club this summer

CRIB BISTRO

Open everyday for members, guests and visitors
Lunch 12noon - 2.30pm ¢ Dinner from 6 - 8.30pm

m

o
W{}HI.'IIMEH'H‘CI 1IH

Reservations phone 56721083
75 Graham Street, Wonthaggi
www.wonthaggiworkmens.com.au

Welcoming guests

Our brand new, modern 26-room motel offers
comfort and quality to accommodate families,
groups and corporate guests.

62-64 Watt Street, Wonthaggi
Bookings 03 56721083

DISCOVER | SUMMER 2023/24
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ON THE outskirts of Wonthaggi,
Mates Gin is making waves, not just for
its exceptional spirits but for its com-
mitment to making a positive impact.

Founded by Kim Richardson, a vi-
sionary with a passion for giving back,
Mates Gin is more than just a distill-
ery—it’s a social enterprise dedicated
to supporting charitable causes.

“It all came about because I wanted
to be able to do more for charities,” Kim
shared of the origin of the venture.

With a background in accounting,
Kim sought a business that could be
profitable enough to fulfill her desire to
contribute to various causes, whilst still
being feasible with the idea crystallis-
ing during COVID-19 lockdowns when
the popularity of gin soared, and sup-
port for local businesses became cru-
cial.

The pivotal moment came when Kim
read a book by distilling expert Mar-
cel Thompson called “Still Magic.” In-
trigued and filled with questions, Kim
reached out to Marcel for guidance.

What unfolded was an incredible
mentorship that led to Mates first two
stills being lent by Marcel.

“Marcel has been very instrumen-
tal in getting us up and running,” Kim

emphasised, noting that both Marcel
and the industry as a whole are incred-
ibly open to sharing what has worked,
what hasn’t and all the challenges in
between.

Supported by skilled mates, includ-
ing local pharmacist Everett O’Keeffe,
Mates Gin is going from strength to
strength.

Mates Gin operates on a unique prin-
ciple—50 per cent of its profits go to
charities, as Kim explains, “we can do-
nate to any charity.”

From local fundraisers to national ini-
tiatives including the Dream Big Aus-
tralia Foundation, which provides posi-
tive experiences for underprivileged
children, this approach allows them to
support a variety of causes.

Fostering a sense of community, Kim
highlighted one recent collaboration
made possible through Berry Street has
supported a child’s year of music tu-
ition on the piano.

The distillery not only crafts excep-
tional gins but is genuinely proud to be
positively impacting the community.

“We recently donated all the gin for
Timmy’s fundraiser at Cape Tavern,
which allowed 100 per cent of funds to
go to Timmy.”

The journey has been filled with
challenges, from sourcing stills during
COVID-19 to navigating the complexi-
ties of setting up a distillery, but it has
all been possible through the hard work
and connections of mates.

The recent addition of Gloria, a state-
of-the-art still, marks a significant step
forward, allowing for increased produc-
tion and efficiency.

As Mates Gin opens its doors to the
public, visitors can enjoy gin flights,
cocktails, and a curated menu featuring
local products. The distillery also plans
to offer tours and behind-the-scenes
tastings in the future, providing an im-
mersive experience for gin enthusiasts.

There are currently three gins, the
Signature Bass Dry, Zesty Mates, and
Miners Pick, offering a diverse range of
flavours. A fourth is exclusive to Found-
ing Members, of which memberships
are still available.

Both Kim and Everett’s personal fa-
vourite, Miners Pick, is described as
a complex and well-rounded gin with
earthy tones.

“Our signature Bass Dry is a clas-
sic dry style gin with elderberry and
lemon. It’s bottled at 39.95 per cent,
as that’s the postcode,” Kim smiled,

Mates Zesty Mule

60ml Zesty Mates Gin

15ml lime juice

8 little wedges of lemon

6-8 mint leaves

Mint and lemon infused ice cubes
Ginger Beer

Lemon and mint for garnish

Place Mates Zesty Gin, lime juice,
wedges of lemon and mint leaves
into a gin glass and muddle.

Add two ice cubes infused with
mint and lemon pieces into the
glass.

Top with ginger beer and garnish
with a slice of lemon and mint.

Mates Gin operates on
a unique principle,
50 per cent of its profits
go to charities.

pointing out the motif is the State Coal
Mine poppet head.

“Our second gin is our Zesty Mates —
infused with lime, orange and a pepper
berry finish. Bottled at 43.2 per cent —
because Marcel said so!

“And our third is our Miners Pick,
which has very earthy flavours - car-
damon with a grapefruit and liquorice
finish. It’s bottled at 51.7 per cent be-
cause we wanted to have an overproof
gin (50 per cent) and the 1.7 per cent is
because the coal mine produced 1.7 mil-
lion tonnes of coal.”

At Mates it’s the little nuances that
matter.

The distillery also plans to experi-
ment with new botanicals, hinting at
exciting releases in the future.

Happy hours are on every Friday be-
tween Spm-7pm and a selection of com-
plementary local produce is also on of-
fer — including Burra Beer, Harman and
Dirty Three Wines, Bassine Cheese and
Wanderlust Chefs; everyone’s tastes are
catered for.

With every sip, patrons not only enjoy
exceptional spirits but also contribute
to a greater cause, making Mates Gin
a distillery with a purpose and a story
worth toasting to.

or yow creakes so

13b Inverloch Road, Wonthaggi | www.matesgin.com.au : §

Locally made unique craft gin

Offering Mates Gin flights - sample
each of our locally made gins, selection
of cocktails, local beer, wine and food

Friday 4 - 8pm,
Saturday and Sunday 1 - 5pm

or others

HM11066
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Bass Coast’s

Waterline is home to beautiful fauna and flora, breath-taking

scenic lookouts, spectacular walking trails and of course its pristine bay.
There is a lot to explore, especially for the nature lover. Each of these
towns has plenty to offer and are a perfect destination for a day trip!

Corinella

CORINELLA is known for its fish-
ing and for good reason. It boasts four
new boat ramps, a designated area
for cleaning fish and a long jetty, all
of which can be accessed via Peters
Street.

Bait and tackle for fishing can be
purchased at the town’s general store.
Many find a good catch off of the jetty
or by taking the boat out. As a fishing
spot, in the summer months, it can
get very busy.

The new area for cleaning fish has
brought more pelicans to the town,
as fisherman feed off cuts of fish to
them. Watch as the pelicans fly in for
a feed! Conveniently located up from
the jetty and boat ramp, is a caravan
park, ideal for that camping get-
away. At the foreshore you will find
picnic tables, cooking facilities and
a rotunda. There are also amenities
(such as public toilets) at the town’s
park.

The scenic lookout at Settlement
Point is a must when visiting Cori-
nella. With tables that have the bay

as their backdrop, Settlement Point
is also the perfect spot for a picnic.
At the lookout you will see sweep-
ing views of the bay and surrounds,
including French Island. Settlement
Point can be accessed via Smythe
Street. The walking track through Co-
rinella also leads to it.

Stay until dark in Corinella (or
Coronet Bay) and head to the bay,
and you will see the foreshore light
up with Luminous Galleries - an in-
teractive display of art. In these dis-
plays, artistic thematic designs daz-
zle the foreshore illuminating bright
colours. They are a delight to see with
the bay behind them.

Coronet Bay

IN the summer months, the town-
ship of Coronet Bay comes alive with
people flocking to the family friendly
bay (regarded as a beach to the lo-
cals) for a swim, fish, kayak or a game
of beach cricket. The water is crystal
clear and at low tide you can see tiny
fish swimming in it.

The Coronet Bay beach is accessible

Quality
restaurant
meals

h Thirsty Camel drive

through bottle shop -
open 7 days
Private function
room available

2 McBride Avenue,
Wonthaggi
Bookings 5605 0108

Photos courtesy Anna Carson 1

via Cutty Sark Road where there are
amenities such as public toilets, a ro-
tunda (to escape the heat) and cook-
ing facilities (for that perfect summer
barbeque). Nearby there is a general
store. The beach is also accessible via
Norsemen’s Road where the walking
track to Corinella starts.

The Coronet Bay to Corinella walk-
ing track (or vice versa) is a beautiful
coastal trail, set among flora and bird
song where sightings of kangaroos are
common in the acreage alongside the
track. Enjoy spectacular views of the
water as you make your way on the
trail. Enrich the experience by going
at daybreak or sun set and watch the
sun drop or rise upon the Western
Port bay’s horizon.

Coronet Bay is also home to The
Fred Gration Reserve. There you can
enjoy a light walk on a sandy path
hearing and spotting birds in trees,
like galahs, parrots and kookaburras.
The reserve is spacious with an oval,
picnic benches and a community gar-
den. It is a perfect quiet spot to have
a picnic.

Santa’s Little Helper & Collectables
144 Graham Street, Wonthaggi ﬂ Santas Little Helper Wonthaggi

Seabrae Photos

Grantville

OFF the Bass Highway is the town-
ship of Grantville. Grantville is home
to the wonderful Gurdies Nature Con-
servation Reserve. You can take a sce-
nic drive there among views of green
hills and the bush by going to the Dun-
babbin entry. Make sure to stop at The
Shuntoff Lookout on your way.

There, on the edge of The Shuntoff
road, you will see panoramic views of
the hills and of the bay.

There are picnic tables at both entries
of the Nature Conservation Reserve;
the other entry being off of the Bass
Highway. The picnic tables at the Dun-
babbin Road entry however are posi-
tioned with the beautiful bay in view
and are just up from the beginning of
the track, so you are still within prox-
imity to lovely bird song. It’s a great
place to have a picnic, soaking in the
views and sounds. The nature reserve
itself, offers a tranquil walk, as you
spot and listen to birds in the canopy
and take in the wonderful delights of
the plants and trees flourishing there.
Make sure you bring your binoculars.

FOR BIG
_KIDS AT

Collectables
including
trading cards
Quality
Christmas stock

HM11022
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The Gurdies Winery

215 Gurdies-St Helier Rd,
The Gurdies

5997 6208
thegurdieswinery.com.au

OPEN everyday from 1lam to
5pm over the school holidays,
The Gurdies Winery is the perfect
place to pack a picnic and enjoy
the winery’s rustic charm and
breathtaking views.

Under the guidance of Wendy
Heaney and Bruce Preston the
Winery produces a range of vari-
etal and blended wines made from
eight varieties of Estate-grown
grapes, using traditional wine-
making processes.

Typically cool climate in style,
the most popular wines on offer
include Riesling, Verdelho-Char-
donnay, Chardonnay, Rosé, Pinot
Noir, Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon,
Shiraz and our new Sparkling Red.

Providing a captivating back-
drop for various occasions, such
as weddings, corporate retreats,
private parties, and those looking
to bask in the afternoon sun with
a glass in their hand, head down
to The Gurdies Winery — you won’t
be disappointed.

Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club
75 Graham Street, Wonthaggi
56721083
wonthaggiworkmens.com.au

INDULGE in a complete experi-
ence at the Wonthaggi Workmen’s
Club, where not only can you savour
delightful cuisine but also retreat
in comfort at the 4-star MJ McMa-
hon Motel, seamlessly integrated
into the club’s offerings. Boasting 26
modern rooms, this accommodation
pays homage to Wonthaggi’s mining
heritage while providing contempo-
rary comforts.

The Workmen’s Club’s vibrant
summer menu caters to diverse pal-
ates, ensuring abundant, tasty, and
healthy dining options for both visi-
tors and locals. Vegans and vegetar-
ians are well catered for.

There’s all your favourite classics
from a range of steaks and parma’s to
salads, pizzas and pastas and much
more! There’s plenty of choice in
finding a suitable accompaniment
for your meal, with a great selec-
tion of wines by the bottle and glass.
Those after a refreshing cold beer on
a hot summer’s day will also enjoy a
top selection.

Stepping into the Workmen’s Club
is like entering Wonthaggi’s history,
with an impressive replica mine shaft
greeting visitors. However, instead
of coal dust, expect a warm welcome
and a plethora of entertainment and
dining options. Operating since 1911,
the Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club con-
tinues to weave its rich tapestry into
the town’s historical narrative.

the region’s local eateries

The Middle Hotel

81 Commercial St, Korumburra
56551024
korumburrahotel.com.au

DISCOVER the heart of the com-
munity at The Middle Hotel Ko-
rumburra, where this local pub ex-
ceeds expectations with a touch of
warmth and variety.

Whether you’re catching up with
friends for a casual lunch, enjoying
a family meal, or celebrating a spe-
cial occasion, the Middle Hotel’s
bistro offers an inviting space for
every gathering. Open seven days
a week for both lunch and dinner,
the bistro ensures you can relish
its offerings whenever your heart
desires.

For those on the go, takeaway and
delivery services are available, al-
lowing you to enjoy the Middle Ho-
tel experience from the comfort of
your own home.

Whether starting off with an en-
trée orjumping straight into mains,
The Middle offers all your pub fa-
vourites with delectable additions
including High Country Baby Back
Pork Ribs, Crestwick Fifteen Hour
Lamb Shoulder, Creamy Seafood
Chowder and more...

There is also a huge selection for
the kids to pick from.

With a menu that caters to di-
verse tastes and preferences, this
establishment promises a delight-
ful culinary journey.

Bookings are recommended to
secure your spot and ensure a
seamless dining experience.

Connells Bakery

35 Murray St, Wonthaggi
56721050
connellsbakery.com.au

THE smell of freshly baked bread
and delectable treats, Connells Bak-
ery in Wonthaggi is not to be missed.

Established in the 1970s, by Barry
and Robyn Connell, Connells Bak-
ery has woven itself into the fabric
of Gippsland with destinations once
including Korumburra and Mirboo
North. Taking residence in Wont-
haggi in 1993, the Connell family
legacy now thrives under the stew-
ardship of Brad Connell and his wife
Dee.

Evolving from a traditional bakery
to abustling gourmet haven in 2005,
the bakery has become a corner-
stone for locals and visitors alike.

Awarded Silver and Bronze med-
als for pies in the Great Aussie Pie
competition, the store was voted
the best retail spot in the 2015 Bass
Coast Business Awards.

Delivering fresh, consistent de-
lights and a warm, welcoming ser-
vice, their sweets are nothing short
of delicious.

Indulge in a passionfruit kiss or
strawberry donut, an éclair, Min-
ers Pie or Gippslander, New Yorker
or brioche roll - the offerings de-
light the heart and stomach.

Licensed Supermarket & Cafe

Groceries, milk, bread, magazines, take-away foods & great coffee,
ice creams and the best lolly shop, selection of fine wines and beers, toys and hardware,
liquor, ice, gas bottles, firewood, phone credit, video hire, ATM, bait/tackle & beach supplies.

Breakfast and lunch menu | Outside seating friendly service

"B;ﬂi‘nﬂ your smile we will mﬂp@ the pest”

135-139 Jupiter Boulevard 5663 7585
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WELCOME TO THE WESTERNPORT.

- Food - Entertainment - Bar - Accommodation

161 MARINE PARADE, SAN REMO

03 5678 5205
thewesternport.com.au

- Functions

JEN2263
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0Old Dalyston Church Cafe
72 Dalyston-Glen Forbes Rd,
Dalyston

0420 422 923
dalystonchurch.com.au

A PART of Daylston since 1901,
the former Holy Cross Catholic
Church is more than a weather-
board structure, nestled within a
vast lawn reserve, surrounded by
majestic Monterey Cypress.

Transformed into a fully licensed
cafe and restaurant, it has become
a culinary haven with owners Sha-
ron and Molly offering a diverse
menu of favourites and seasonal
specials.

From delectable pizzas to par-
mas and burgers, risotto, ribs and
steak, plus Sunday breakfasts,
head along with friends or family
and enjoy food, drinks and dessert.

With a charming 1900s setting,
the Old Dalyston Church Cafe in-
vites patrons to savour the gas-
tronomic delights in a slice of Da-
lyston’s past.

Whether you are taking the fam-
ily out for a bite to eat or hosting
a private function, Old Dalyston
Church has the perfect space for
you!

Avonleigh Farm Fine Food
42 Thorsons Rd, Tarwin
5664 7264

TUCKED away in a little corner of
heaven is Avonleigh Farm Fine Food.

Approaching the venue along the
driveway, visitors are transported
backin time as they are greeted by the
magnificent Victorian home.

Diners can expect elegance and
class with more delights awaiting in-
side, from the beautifully crafted an-
tiques through to the exquisite food to
be savoured.

Established 12 years ago, Avonleigh
Farm Fine Food has become an indul-
gent treat for those wishing to enjoy a
taste of relaxation and fine dining.

The food is baked on-site daily with
the utmost care, passion and stun-
ning presentation.

The ingredients are locally sourced
and organic where possible.

Guests are welcomed with delight-
ful service, encouraged to enjoy a bite
to eat, and can take five with a cuppa
by the fire or bask in the beautiful nat-
ural surroundings.

The joy of Avonleigh Farm Fine
Food is the experience and the quiet
ambience, whether guests are enjoy-
ing a private dinner or a high tea.

It is the perfect atmosphere in
which to treat yourself for lunch with
family and friends or mark a mile-
stone occasion.

Located on Thorsons Road in Tar-
win, Avonleigh Farm Fine Food is
truly one of South Gippsland’s hid-
den gems.

Youki's

JAFANESE TAKE AWAY

e Hand rolls « Rice paper rolls « Party platters £
Fresh Sushi and hot meals including
curry and Ramen (noodles)

46 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi
Ph: 5672 4070
Open Monday - Friday, 9am - 3pm
Saturday, 10am - 2pm

Graham St

McBride Ave

JEN2280

Phillip Island RSL

225-243 Thompson Ave, Cowes
59521004

pirsl.com.au

LOCATED at the gateway to
Cowes, Phillip Island RSL features
modern comfortable surrounds
with a great range of food and bev-
erage options.

The family friendly Lone Pine
Bistro boasts a 220-seat dining
area and features an alfresco bal-
cony - The Terrace, overlooking a
native plant garden.

Equipped with a children’s play-
room, TAB Keno and separate rac-
ing area, Sports bar and lounge
with big TV screens, pool table,
fireplaces and a library and much
more the RSL is perfect for an eve-
ning meal, lunch stop or simply to
enjoy a coffee and cake or drink.

Open Monday to Saturday from
10am to midnight and Sunday
10am to 11.30pm, bookings are rec-
ommended to avoid disappoint-
ment.

1 Ranceby Rd, Poowong

Wonthaggi Hotel
2 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi
5605 0108

OFTEN referred to as the Whale-
bone or Taberner’s, Wonthaggi Ho-
tel, stands as a culinary gem and a
historical landmark. With its rich
heritage dating back to the early
20th century, this charming estab-
lishment seamlessly blends old-
world charm with contemporary
flair.

The Wonthaggi Hotel is a haven
for food enthusiasts, offering a
diverse menu that tantalises taste
buds with a symphony of flavours.
From succulent seafood fresh from
the markets to hearty pub classics
with a modern twist, the culinary
offerings at this iconic hotel are a
celebration of the region’s finest
produce.

The warm and inviting ambiance
creates the perfect backdrop for
both casual lunches and intimate
dinners, whether you’re sipping
on a local wine or indulging in
their seasonal specials, every visit
promises a gastronomic experi-

ence.

Lunch Wednesday - Sunday 12noon-2.30pm
Dinner Wednesday - Saturday 5.30 - 8.30pm

SENIOR meals available
Wednesday to Friday

Open Mondays from 3pm,
Tuesday-Sunday from 11am

All occasions catered for including
birthdays, weddings and engagements

5659 2351

admin@thepoowonghotel.com.au
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thg markets
this season

Churchill Island
Farmers Market

December 30 and January 13
8am-1pm

With more than 40 stalls, this market
showcases the best of Gippsland’s
produce. In a unique location,
marketgoers are treated to the
picturesque natural environment
of Churchill Island as they shop.
From seasonal fruits and vegetables
to specialty food products, taste
sensations await.

Coal Creek Farmers Market
January 13 | 8am-12.30pm

A wonderful display of stunning food
straight from the farm is on offer at
Coal Creek. Formed by a community
wanting to experience more of the
clean foods produced locally, this
market is a nod to the hard workers
in the agriculture industry at one of
Korumburra’s premier attractions.
This is a plastic bag free market.

Corinella Community Market
January 13 | 9am-1pm

From produce to crafts, the Corinella
Community Market entices. It is the
perfect place to spend a Saturday
morning with the family. There are
more than 30 stalls — both indoor
and outdoor - and a sausage sizzle to
enjoy. This is a pet friendly market,
but dogs must be on a lead.

Cowes Island Craft Market
January 13 | 9am-2pm

Located at the St Philip’s Parish Hall,
the theme of this market is ‘Make,
Bake and Grow’. It offers more than
60 stalls from talented producers

and craftspeople. Marketgoers can
peruse crafts, clothes, plants, produce
and more. The proceeds from this
market are donated back into the local
community.
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Grantville Community Market
January 21 | 8am-2pm

With more than 100 stalls on site,
there are plenty of wonders to explore.
The drawcards for many marketgoers
include the second-hand collectibles,
antiques, food and clothing. The
market offers plenty of great gift
ideas and offers the opportunity to
participate in fundraising raffles.
This market is held at the Grantville
Community Hall.

Inverloch Community
Farmers Market

December 31, and January 3*, 10%,
17%, 24*, 28, 31*. * Twilight market.
9am-1pm (Sunday) and

3pm-8pm (twilight).

This family-friendly, pet-friendly
market showcases fabulous local
produce. Located in the Glade, right
on the beach, marketgoers are treated
to Gippsland’s finest range of fruit and
vegetables, seafood and meats, wines,
olive oils, honeys and plants. Be sure
to keep your dog on a lead.

Inverloch Farmers Market
January 20 | 8am-1pm

Located by the beach with access to
the local park, the Inverloch Farmers
Market provides the perfect family
outing. The Glade hosts more than
50 stalls, featuring fresh Gippsland
produce. Live music provides
ambience as marketgoers browse.

Island Foreshore Market

December 27 and 30,

and January 6, 13, 20 and 27
3pm-9pm

This twilight market offers a

fabulous range with a mix of local

and international stalls. Handmade
merchandise, arts and crafts, specialty
food products and local produce
always draw in the crowds. The outing
is complete with live music, children’s
entertainment and food trucks.

Jumbunna Bush Market
January 7 | 9am-1pm

The emphasis is on homemade and
homegrown products at this market.
Fifteen stalls are open to marketgoers,
with a fine range of crafts and
woodwork to discover. Refreshments
are available on the day.

Kongwak Market

Every Sunday, except December 24
10am-2pm

Nestled in the heart of Kongwak is the
beloved market, which is open to the
public every Sunday. The Kongwak
market is the go-to place to find an
eclectic selection of retro, vintage

and second-hand items and books.

A contemporary art gallery is also
open for viewing and marketgoers can
enjoy a sausage sizzle or Indian food
as you wander the stalls. Entry is a $1
donation.

Koonwarra Farmers Market
January 6 | 8am-1pm

This market was established to
showcase its regional producers,
growers and specialty food makers.
Local artisans are also encouraged
to be involved and often provide
marketgoers with beautiful gift
options. The market is held in the
hall adjoining Memorial Park if the
weather is not favourable. It is also a
pet friendly market, with dogs to be
kept on a lead.

Leongatha Community Market

December 23 and January 27
8am-12.30pm

Held at the Community College
Gippsland, this market offers 20

stalls sure to tantalise foodies and
tempt lovers of art. The market
supports local farmers, growers,
producers, makers, bakers and artists.
Grab a coffee and enjoy the relaxed
atmosphere.

Loch Lions Village Market
January 14 | 8am-1pm
Marketgoers are sure to be impressed
with the assortment the Loch Lions
Village Market has to offer. Located

in the Loch Railway Station Reserve,
the market offers vibrant produce and
crafts. Refreshments are available on
site.

Newhaven Market

January dates yet to be confirmed
8am-1pm

This market is known for its
wonderful range of stallholders and
food vendors. Held at Newhaven
Primary School, a gold coin donation
gives marketgoers access to the
variety of produce, crafts, handmade
merchandise, and cakes and pastries
on offer. The welcoming vibe keeps
people coming back.

Prom Country Farmers Market
January 20 | 8am-12pm

Bring your shopping bags along and
indulge in the fine produce Gippsland
has to offer. All stallholders grow and
make their own products and are
happy to chat with marketgoers about
where their food is sourced from. Grab
a coffee or enjoy brunch and take in
the delights of this market.

Prom Produce and Craft Market

December 31 and January 28
8am-1pm

Known as one of the biggest and

best craft markets in Gippsland,

this market is the ideal place to find
unique treasures. Organised by the
Foster Rotary Club and Toora Lions
Club, the market showcases more than
150 stalls. Please bring your own bags
whilst on this shopping trip.

Rhyll Twilight Market

January 5and 19 | 4pm-8pm

Held in Rhyll Park, this market offers
more than 60 stalls for marketgoers to
browse. Produce, clothing and crafts
are the attraction. Live bands provide
the ambience and marketgoers can
also enjoy the outdoor dining area to
complete the evening.

Tarwin Lower Market

January 1 and 26
10am to 1pm on January 1,
4pm to 8pm on January 26

The market offers a wide variety of
stalls, ranging from food and plants
through to books and bric-a-brac. It’s
fun for the whole family and usually
includes live entertainment. The
twilight market is a new addition.



KOONWARRA

Farmers
MARKET

SATURPAY
JAN 6 & FEB 3

Great local produce &
friendly atmosphere

1st Saturday of every month

{ (G

Contact David
0411 413 716

09zZNar

COAL CREEK

el
ARKE%

SATURDAY 8AM-12.30PM
JANUARY I3 & FEBRUARY 10
COAL CREEK CAR PARK

Produce grown and
made from the South
Gippsland region.

2nd SATURDAY ;
orFevery mONTH [} - m

Enjoy an ideal family holiday at
Anchor Belle Holiday Park!

Whether you’re a camper or a
glamper, we have a range
of different accomodation

Winners
of the People’s
Choice Award
2023!

and camping options.

+ Indoor heated pool

+ Jumping cushion
» Basketball court
+ Arcade games

» Kiosk

Powered sites

En-Suite sites

Pet Friendly Camp Sites
B.B.Q areas

Dump point

Only 100m from the beach, where you can swim, fish,
paddle board or just take a stroll along the beach into Cowes!

OF LOCH VILLAGE

Offering premium regional
wines and extensive range of
up cycled furniture & vintage
decorative ware to enhance

your modern or heritage home.

H Follow us on Facebook

40 Victoria Road, Loch Village, 3945
Mobile 0433 969 835
Email: sales@carringtons.com.au

HOSTS: Heidi & Adam Marshall

e Sites ¢ Cabins
e Camping
* Adventure playground
* Quiet parkland setting

GG0939

Contact David 0411 413 716

Korumburra Mini Golf

Wednesday-Friday 9am-3:30pm
Saturday 10am-3:30pm
9 Mine Road, Korumburra
0409 404 612

JEN2272

Providing the community with

workwear and camping gear

for over 35 years!

e Safety boots
e Safety gear

L

* Protective clothing
* Waterproof clothing
* Hi-Visibility clothing e Safety signs
® Vinyl Printing in house e First aid kits
* Embroidered & screen printed uniforms

QUNTRYIIDE
CLOTHNG &

SRIETY FUPMIEE

131 Commercial St, Korumburra | 5655 1142
www.countrywideclothingandsafetysupplies.com

KORUMBURRA

Second hand ¢ Vintage
Retro * Contemporary
Homewares ¢ Furniture
Women's wear * Men’s wear
Children’s wear * Books
Vinyl CDs DVDs

OPEN EVERYDAY 10am-4pm Jane: 0417 142 478
61 Commercial Street, Korumburra Vic 3950

f|E

FULL MECHANICAL
WORKSHOP
REPAIR clzm'

® Land Boss UXYV sales ® Small engine sa
® CF Moto ATV/UXV sales ® Origin Energy houset

(R Husqvarna

E.W. & H.P. Fowler

WELSHPOOL OU'I'DOORS

& ORIGIN GAS SUPPLIES

252gNaC

HM11032

19 Main Street, Welshpool P:5688 1304 F:5688 1649 E: welshpooloutdoors@bigpond.com g
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C{IDS PUZZLES CHALLENGE

/

CROSSWORD

=

Places of Bass Coast
and douth Gippsland

"WORD SEARCH

Words can go in any
direction and can share
letters as they cross
over each other.
DIVING PETREL
ECHIDNA

GREAT WHITE
GROWLING GRASS FROG
GUMMY SHARK
HOODED PLOVER
HUMPBACK

KOALA
KOOKABURRA

LACE MONITOR
PENGUIN

PLATYPUS

POSSUM

SEA EAGLE

SEAL

WHALE

WHIMBREL
WOMBAT

‘13
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Animals of the coast ’
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B/IK|F[J|IU|SIOW|K|Q|I |[T|INJI | 1O| Z
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6.
8.

9.

10.

1.

3.

11.

13.

14.

15.

12.

Use the clues to fill in the words above.

ACROSS

Idyllic seaside town filled with fishing
trawlers
Dinosaur Dreaming fossil site
A short walk past coastal vegetation,
tidal mudflats and mangroves
Views of the bay, French Island and
mangroves abundant in birdlife
A small town in South Gippsland 15
minutes northwest of Korumburra
The tail end of the Great Southern
Rail Trail

Botanic Park is a hidden
gem in Prom Country

Coal Mine - Historical tale-
filled tunnels
You may be the only one on this
beach in Bass Coast

DOWN

Spectacular clifftop boardwalks and
views to Seal Rocks

The wooden trestle spans 91 metres
across Bourne Creek

The southern most tip of mainland
Australia

Lighthouse sits on a rocky outcrop
overlooking the beautiful Bass Strait
A 59-metre height over rocks into a
deep picturesque gorge

The Rail Trail winds
13 picturesque kilometres between
Mirboo North and Boolarra in the
Strzelecki Ranges in Gippsland

N\
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BASS COAST
BOAT & CARAVAN

STORAGE

o0

* Undercover & external storage for boat, caravan & other vehicles
* Convenient location saving your fuel costs towing

« Affordable costs starting at $77 per month
* Flexible short and long term lease options

» 24/7 CCTV video surveillance

* Automatic security gates

* Friendly customer service

2023
BUSINESS
OF THE YEAR

& PEOPLE’S CHOICE
RETAIL AND SERVICES

WINNER

BASS COAST BUSINESS AWARDS

&) mail@basscoatbcs.com.au
@ www.basscoastbcs.com.au
@) find us on Facebook @basscoastbcs

Phone: 0484 144 948
Address: 1835 Bass Highway, GLEN FORBES 3990

HM11015

Taking a road
trlp this Summer?

Don’t gamble with your safety,
book in for a tyre and safety check

We specialise in tyres whether it be for your
vehicle, 4WD, caravan/camper, trailer or truck

¢ Tyres ® Wheel Alignments ¢ Wheels
e Suspension ¢ Brakes ¢ Batteries

ET THE POWER OF AUSTRALIA’S BIGGEST INDEPENDENT
78 Watt Street, Wonthaggi | 5672 5760 | www.tyrepowerwonthaggi.com.au I'i %l

stunning |’
range

* Homewares ° Furniture
* Jewellery ¢ Ladies clothing
* Toys ¢ Children’s clothing

WM%

143 Graham Street, Wonthaggi
5672 1622 &

HM11089

Comein
and see our
Summer
Collection

B YARRA TRAIL ® PHILOSOPHY
B LANIA B VALIA

Uefluence Clothing

evening & casual clothing

ANZ Arcade, 32-34 Bair Street, Leongatha
(IGA Carpark) 5662 5111

GG0910

MUCH MORE THAN £ :
]UST A NEWSAGENCY. ¥%

« newspapers o books
« magazines  games
o cards & wrap « homewares
» toys & collectables « stationery

/

Shops E & E, 10 A'Beckett Street, Inverloch
Tel 5674 1177 www.paperplayonline.com.au
Proudly a member of newsXpress

Bass Coast Paintball
doesn't offer just a regular
game of paintbaill,

PAINTBALL GAMES ~ AXE THROWING SPLATMASTER

426 WEST CREEK RD, WONTHAGGI | 0413 693 376
www.basscoastpaintball.com.au

SOUTH GIPPSLAND

FOR BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES: CALL 0407 611 203
OR EMAIL: CAMERON@TANKADVENTURES.COM.AU

TANKADVENTURES.COM.AU

2343 WOORARRA RD, WONYIP. VICTORIA 3962

Celebmﬁn@ 0] yeare of

LEONGATHA AHT AND CHAH GALLERY

OPEN TUESDAY — SATURDAY

.[HINK GIF.[ Cnr McCartin Street and Michael Place
p. 5662 5370 A
www.leongathagallery.org.au :
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NO stamp duty NO council rates NO hidden costs

-

Brand new homes
from $430k’

Looking for an
uninterrupted staycation?

Downsize to your own personal slice
of paradise just 350m from the beach.

Say goodbye to endless chores and hello to
a life of leisure at Lifestyle Phillip Island.

With stylish, low maintenance homes and
multi-million dollar amenities that are an extension
of your own home, life has never looked so good.

Find us at 60 Thompson Ave, Cowes. ®
Monday to Saturday 9am-5pm | e )
/

You can also call to book an 'PHILLIP IS.I'.AND
appOintment on 1300 50 55 60. By Lifestyle Communities®

“Price correct as of November 2023 <O\ IlfeSter phllllp ISand>
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Knowledge.

Skill.
Experience.

It's how our agents maximise the value of your property.

A CHANGING MARKET MEANS
A CHANGING PROPERTY VALUE

If you are thinking of selling now is the time

RayWhite.

SE THe WIN A $15.000 Coco Republic voucher
e “We Love the Dining Tables of Australia and New Zealand”
. Dmmg competition invites participants to capture the essence of

dining rooms, emphasising the space agents work in with
,]_ables their vendors during an appraisal.

OF AUSTRALIA AND MEW TEALAND Contact our office to be in the running.

To sell your home with Australasia’s leading Elh""%El
real estate brand, contact yvour local Ray White team %:q_ A X
aLas ke

<4 - .
Er‘.-.l. .

6 Williams Street, Inverloch 03 5662 9533 www.raywhiteinverloch.com.au

raywhite.com
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Enjoy the fireworks
this New Year's Eve

BASS COAST
-------- Coronet Bay fireworks --------
Sunday, December 31,
9.30pm-9.45pm
Coronet Bay Foreshore,
Cutty Sark Road, Coronet Bay

------------ Cowes fireworks ------------
Sunday, December 31,
9.30pm-9.45pm
Cowes Jetty, The Esplanade Cowes

---------- Inverloch fireworks ----------
Sunday, December 31,
9.30pm-9.45pm
Inverloch Recreation Reserve,
Sandymount Ave, Inverloch

This earlier outing allows the whole
family to enjoy the fireworks display.
Bring a picnic and chairs, or a rug to sit
on as you watch the spectacular show.
This is a free event.

WELLINGTON

--------- Port Albert fireworks ---------

Sunday, December 31,

6pm-11pm

Bay Street, Port Albert
The New Year’s Eve fireworks is a signa-
ture event in Port Albert. The fun-filled
event includes live music, children’s
entertainment, markets, food trucks
and a magnificent display to ring in
2024. This event is coordinated by the
Port Albert Progress Association.

'

Turning trash

into treasure

TRANSFORMING waste into opportu-
nity, conserving resources, and forging
a sustainable future for our planet, Vic-
toria’s new Container Deposit Scheme
is up and running locally with reverse
vending machines scattered through-
out Bass Coast and South Gippsland,
and two larger collection points in
Wonthaggi and Cowes.

Operated by Can Collect, depots are lo-
cated at 36 Inverloch Road, Wonthaggi,
and 14 Harvey Drive, Cowes and are
open seven days a week with operat-
ing hours from 8.30 am to 4.30 pm on
weekdays and 9 am to 3 pm on week-
ends: catering to the diverse sched-
ules of residents, visitors, community
groups, and businesses.

The process is simple: purchase a
drink, return the container, receive a
10-cent refund, and choose to keep or
donate funds to a participating charity.
Eligible containers include non-con-
centrated fruit or vegetable juice, fla-
voured milk, beer, soft drink and mixed
spirits.

Exempt containers include glass wine
bottles, glass spirit bottles, juice bottles
over 1 litre, cordial bottles, milk (other
than flavoured milk), concentrated
fruit or vegetable juice and health ton-
ics.

—
|
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AFTER a family getaway this
Christmas holidays? Need more
space or somewhere pet friendly?

The holiday rental team at Ray
White Inverloch specialise in
holiday property management,
meaning they’ll they take the
stress out of your holiday book-
ing this Christmas, and you’ll feel
right at home.

Inverloch is located just
two hours from Melbourne. A

§
sy

Y

1

picturesque coastal town with
surf beaches, community parks,
boutique shopping, restaurants,
and cafes for all ages to enjoy.

The Inverloch holiday accom-
modation team have properties
to suit a range of budgets and
specifications; from pet-friendly
properties to large private homes
catering for extended family.

By visiting inverlochaccom-
modation.com.au you’ll see a

collection of properties from inlet
side Inverloch, surf side Inverloch,
Cape Paterson, and Venus Bay.

The friendly team at Ray White
Inverloch are available seven days
a week to discuss what you’re
looking for this New Year and all
year round, or to list your prop-
erty for holiday rental accom-
modation call the team on 5613
9053 or visit at 6 Williams Street,
Inverloch.

Coastal living - talk to the Ray White team today

“Whether you list, sell, rent or buy with us
—-you’re getting real estate experts with a local feel.”

THE water is warmer, and the cafes
are bustling, which means it’s summer
and demand for coastal living increas-
es — because who doesn’t want to feel
like they’re on a holiday all year round.

The towns of Bass Coast are becom-
ing more popular for development
with visitors and those travelling
abroad looking for holiday homes, a
place for retirement or coastal living
to raise a family, and the team at Ray
White are in the centre of town to ser-
vice the community.

Whether it be advice for tenants, or
vendors looking to sell; Director Fiona
McMahon-Hughes and her friendly
team can provide expert guidance on

current property market trends.

“Our sales team are having great suc-
cess with offering properties for auc-
tion, as this can help vendors achieve a
timely definite result,” said Fiona.

Being a large network Ray White is
in a position of being able to offer both
auction and private sale.

An auction process helps ensure pur-
chasers’ finances are in order or any
conditions are satisfied so they are
ready to make a bid or offer.

Ray White have access to great loan
brokers and solicitors right through the
January period making this somewhat
daunting process smoother to get you
into your new home sooner.

“We service the towns of Bass Coast,
specialising in Inverloch, Wonthaggi,
Cape Paterson, and Venus Bay, so
whether you’re looking at downsizing
or need more space for the family, our
team can help you find a new home.”

The team have the knowledge, skill,
and experience to maximise the value
of a beachside property.

“Whether you list, sell, rent or buy
with us — you’re getting real estate ex-
perts with a local feel.”

So, if you plan on living in Bass Coast
in the new year contact Ray White for
friendly, supportive advice on 5662
9533 or visit 6 Williams Street, Inver-
loch.



INVERLOCH

ACCOMMODATION

et N

Are you ready to book your
next stay in the region?

With a portfolio of quality homes to suit your budget 31_5

and needs, you'll find the perfect accommodation. 1..!' eI
Book directly on our website or call the team. -"E'"-f
El!.r..-a....r-

We can take the stress out of managing your holiday home

v Specialised and dedicated team v Arrange cleans between guests
v Market & advertising your property over multiple platforms
v/ Booking Management v Arrange maintenance
v 24/7 guest inquiries & support

6 Williams Street, Inverloch 03 5613 2053 www.inverlochaccommodation.com.au
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RIVERSIDE is a community for all
walks of life, you’ll discover a vibrant
gated community that celebrates the
joy of togetherness, ensuring you are
never alone on your journey.

Currently available, our homes are
beautifully appointed in the peaceful
locale of Swan Reach, surrounded by
luscious, leafy landscape. The Tambo
River meanders through Swan Reach,
whilst the legendary Gippsland Lakes
and Lakes Entrance are a short-dis-
tance drive away.

“The Banksia” by Riverside is a two-
bedroom, one-bathroom gem de-
signed to blend form and functionality
seamlessly.

“The Waratah” by Riverside is a one-
bedroom plus study, beautifully spa-
cious light-filled abode.

Our homes offer an abundance of
natural light, featuring spacious living
areas that effortlessly combine style
with everyday convenience.

«Open Concept Living and Dining
Space: Revel in the freedom to enter-
tain guests in a roomy, inviting space,
perfect for creating cherished memo-
ries.

« Expansive Entertainment Area: Un-
wind in your personal entertainment
haven, whether it’s for movie nights,
pursuing hobbies, or simply enjoying
leisure.

SLover

Riverside Swan Reach: A

P

Is your current home feeling too large for you
now that your children have embarked on their
own lives? Is too much of your precious leisure
time consumed by household chores, gardening
and maintenance?

If you're dreaming of a simpler lifestyle, one
that unlocks the equity in your home with the
freedom to lead life on your own terms - then
look no further.

Riverside Swan Reach is an idyllic residential
enclave offering elegantly designed homes with
luxurious amenities and minimal maintenance.

Embrace the spirit of community living in
beautiful East Gippsland, with convenient
access to exceptional facilities just a short stroll
from your doorstep.

Contact us today to arrange a visit and explore
the possibilities. A new lifestyle awaits.

New Homes From
$265,000

> Own your own home
> No stamp duty

> No council rates

» No exit fees

Elizabeth Moss - 0416 814 691
www.livingatriverside.com.au
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New Lifestyle Awaits

e at SWan Reach

Discover luxury lifestyle
living by Riverside at
Swan Reach: Perfect for
downsizing and your
new chapter in life.

ke iRy L

i o Ly e

» Sizeable Master Bedroom with Built-
in Wardrobes: Retreat to a spacious
master bedroom with ample storage,
keeping your wardrobe neat and ac-
cessible.

« European-Inspired Laundry Area:
Simplify your daily routines with a
meticulously designed laundry area
that combines style and practicality.
Our homes are turn-key with qual-

ity floor coverings and blinds, heating

and cooling, dishwasher, fully fenced
and landscaped, carport with remote
control roller door, ready for your in-

spection. 0
Contact Elizabeth Moss today on I

0416 814 691.

¢ firstnational

REAL ESTATE

| Southcoast

FOR SALE

¢ 1 Bedroom + Study / 2 Bedroom Options
* Quality Floor Coverings & Blinds

* Heating & Cooling

e Fully Fitted Kitchen with Dishwasher
* Fully Fenced & Landscaped

e Carport with Remote Control Door

RINVERSIDE

5674 2255

1B A'beckett Street, Inverloch | www.southcoastfn.com.au

Our experienced team can help you

BUY, SELL AND RENT
REAL ESTATE

HM11060

We put you first




Hampton BlufT

“There are no limitations to the sites we build on -
steep blocks or flat. We have the flexibility to
make your dream come true.”

OVERLOOKING the spectacu-
lar views of Inverloch lies a beauti-
ful grand build by Brad McCormack
Homes.

Sprawling approximately 67 squares,
the Hamptons inspired masterpiece
by renowned local draftsman Andrew
Donohue boasts three-bedrooms, a
master retreat, plunge pool and out-
door showers.

“It’s a real pleasure to be part of,”
principal builder Brad McCormack
explained.

“Showcasing all the features of a
modern build - open plan living and
modern amenities, the home includes
classic Hampton features — a coffered
ceiling in the kitchen, board and bat-
ten cladding, and tall raked ceilings.

“It allows us to showcase our build-
ing talents in an incredibly modern
way.”

An expansive living space with
north and south wings, the home ex-
udes opulence at every turn.

Externally adorned in board and
batten style with meticulous brick-
work, and stonework on the way, the
home captures the essence of classical
design while embracing a contempo-
rary Hamptons aesthetic.

The interiors reveal high-pitched,
raked ceilings, creating a sense of
grandeur that is further accentuated
by a coffered ceiling in the Kkitchen.
This distinctive feature not only
adds a touch of sophistication but
also aligns seamlessly with the over-
all Hamptons look and VJ panelling
throughout the home, showcasing at-
tention to detail.

The second storey studio with bath-
room has the ability to be divided into
two additional bedrooms in the fu-
ture.

The project, a labour of love for the
builders, has been a delight, with no
notable challenges.

“We enjoy every aspect of what we
build,” Brad continued.

“Meticulously placing the battens
for the board and batten cladding
through to laying the tiles.”

Thepropertyoffersspectacularviews
across Inverloch and Anderson Inlet
through carefully placed windows,

remarkable decks and a blue tiled
plunge pool.

“There are nine different decks con-
nected to the house - four are paved
bluestone with the remaining utilis-
ing composite decking.”

The open plan living complete with
kitchen, servery window, walk-in pan-
try and coffee station expands onto
an outdoor alfresco area with built-in
fireplace - promising much fun and
entertainment whether summer or
winter.

To the left of the living space, sepa-
rated by a VJ panelled barn door, are
the guest bedrooms with walk-in linen
and powder room. A huge main bath-
room with freestanding bath looks out
to a secluded outdoor fernery.

French pattern tiling flows past a
study nook to the master retreat —
floor to ceiling windows take the eye
to a deck overlooking Inverloch, while
the rear of the retreat incorporates a
lounge with television niche and en-
suite with outdoor shower and fern-
ery.

A splash of Cape Cod and nod to
pops of colour throughout, the panel-
ling and two pack sets this home apart.
Not an expense has been spared.

“We are very much about accommo-
dating our clients and their dreams.
Not everything is possible to envis-
age on paper at the beginning which
is why we start with some base speci-
fications and have multiple on-site
meetings with our clients throughout
the build, so they have the opportuni-
ty to walk through their home at vari-
ous stages, get a feel for the space and
adapt changes as necessary.”

With most of their new builds on
stumps, there are endless possibili-
ties for clients with difficult or steep
blocks.

“There are no limitations to the sites
we build on - steep blocks or flat.
We have the flexibility to make your
dream come true.”

Based in Wonthaggi, the family-
owned business expands to the Bass
Coast and South Gippsland regions,
ensuring clients received a person-
alised service that is accommodating
to their needs.

Your local custom builder-

e New Homes * Extensions ® Renovations

—

m |

0428 496 266

brad@bradmccormackhomes.com.au

ANGISTERED iy o
ot e ‘ B ‘ _ ‘ f @ ‘cos—usams

JEN2267
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The Wonthaggi Club (7

Oune Great Club.
Two Great C\/emues

Club Bistro

OPEN for Lunch & Dinner 7 DAYS
Monday - Kids Eat Free*

Tuesday - Celebrity Parma
Try a different parma every week
for only $18 or $22 with a pint*

Wednesday - Steak Night*
2 premium steaks & a bottle of wine $60

Thursday - Seniors Deal*
$12 Two Course lunch & dinner

Friday - Funtimes
Mega Raffles
Cash Draws
Finger Food from 5pm

bar and lounge

WITH 12 BEERS ON TAP

Great Australian Wine List, including some local offerings.

ALL DAY MENU FROM 12PM - 8PM DAILY
TAB, KENO, FOX SPORTS

Courtesy Bus
Thursday, Friday & Saturday
4pm-6pm & 8pm-10pm
Bookings Essential

My‘l Join as a My1Club REWARDS Member and SAVE
C,I&,’IME 16 McBride Ave Wonthaggi | 5672 1007

The Clubhouse
V)

The Open for lunch, dinner and take-away In.l:
Tuesday - Saturday E ]
C 1 L]- b h D L]. S e Brunch Sunday 10am-2pm 4}5 ¥ .-:

FUNCTIONS & EVENTS Bingo every Tuesday and Thursday HE'TE:-'- 1:
Ph 5672 1437 from 12pm and Saturday from 11am ;F =L
Free Quiz every Wednesday from 6:30pm
Poker every Thursday night and Sunday afternoon

11 Dr. Sleeman Dve, Wonthaggi (Located at Wonthaggi Golf Club)
Phone 5672 1437 www.wonthaggicountryclub.com.au
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