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For more than 130 years, Alex Scott and Staff has been proud to be part of the
growth and success of our communities.
As summer approaches, our beautiful region is once again in the spotlight.

With enormous growth over the past two years, the outlook remains strong for property
in Gippsland and The Bass Coast.

If you are keen to make a move, make sure you get the right advice. Whether you're looking
to sell, or secure your slice of paradise, our friendly and experienced team are here for you.
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Sunshine, sand and summer magic...

WHAT a spectacular start to summer and the baking, tackling little human sized adventures, : -

festive period. dining out across Bass Coast and South L No suchthing as a free feed!
Beautiful blue skies, warm days, grass swaying Gippsland, visiting markets... the list is endless. )

in the breeze, the fresh scents of salty ocean air, What’s on your bucket list this summer? 19 What's good about Inverloch?

BBQs and summer flowers. And, as we embark on our summer adventures, 510) Bfecover Bamdh lekmd
In our fast-paced lives it’s easy to get caught up. whether enjoying the blue waves by the ocean :

When was the last time you read a book, enjoyed or the clear waters camping by a river, please do 22 Chasi ng light and nature’s fury

a magazine (front to back), walked barefoot along remember to take all safety precautions by the :

the sand, splashed in the waves, people watched. water. 24 Giving golf a future in South Gippsland
Last Discover I shared that our summer would Last year was devastating locally and 00 Bedsirine dhe waterail

be a little different to those past. Well, this year nationally, and if I may take a moment to be : 9 )

those two little feet are running around. It’s chaos  selfish, I don’t ever want to report that someone’s stand-up paddleboarding

but cathartic. loved ones won’t be returning home again. Swim : 42
Picking strawberries of an evening before be‘fiween th%ﬂags, SWi‘rllzi within your capa})ililt)ies : Uiz ers

the snails come out, reading books, making and remember, our wild coast 1s spectacular but 48 Marviou 1: San Remo’s fishing leaac

memories, learning new things. also dangerous and unforgiving. : y ) ey
We're ticking off a different bucket list, bucket Have a festive Christmas with those special to 56 Discoverlocal eateries

in hand. you, hug them tightly and enjoy a safe new year. :
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Patting animals, taking a walk in nature

watching the sunsets, heading to the library,

visiting the beach, picnicking in the park, OM( 60 Discover the markets
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STAY SAFE
IN BASS COAS

As we enjoy more beautiful weather, the Bass Coast region is
calling all beachgoers to come and enjoy the sandy shores safely.

To help you stay safe, we encourage everyone to download the
Surf Life Saving Australia, Beachsafe app and access important
information available on the Life Saving Victoria website
(Isv.com.au) and throughout the Visitor Information Centres.

beachsafe.org.au

Always swim at patrolled locations whenever possible, and
in hot weather, take steps to protect yourself and others
by keeping cool, staying hydrated, planning ahead and
checking in with others.

We want everyone to keep safe when
exploring the amazing coastline = RhillinTitand 'y
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No such thing as a firee feed!

FISHHOOKS, fishing lines and waste
plastic are the bane of seabirds the
world over, but San Remo’s famous
pelicans, at least, have a friend in the
San Remo Fisherman’s Co-Op.

Certainly, the co-op feeds the peli-
cans every day (except Christmas Day)
but as the organisation’s representa-
tive Robyne Young pointed out recent-
ly, there’s no such thing as a free lunch.

“We don’t feed them because they’re
hungry it’s just a way of getting them
together so we can check on their
health.

“Feeding the pelicans has been going
on for more than 80 years, from the time
fishermen used to clean their catch here
and the pelicans got used to hanging
around. We took over in the 1980s and
it’s been a tradition all that time.

“We’ve got approval to feed them but
we don’t give them a lot, just a small
amount of flathead, mainly the heads
and tails. They still have to go fishing.”

As Robyne explained to the crowd
of onlookers, at up to 10 kilograms in
weight, pelicans take a bit of feeding,

needing up to two kilograms of fish a
day to keep them going.

Speaking on ABC Gippsland Radio
recently, Robyne said feeding time
gives the co-op the opportunity to
check on the pelicans’ health, and if
they do have a fishhook in their mouth
or fishing line wrapped around a leg,
they have the opportunity to catch
them and to call Phillip Island Nature
Parks’ vets in to help.

“We count the pelicans every day,
male, female and juveniles, where we
give them the food. It’s only like morn-
ing tea. We don’t want the pelicans to
be reliant on us. It’s really checking on
their health. And this has been going
for a long time in San Remo. We just
continued the tradition.

“Pelicans can be a bit bossy and
we’ve got one we call the ‘Bully Bird’.
He doesn’t really hurt anyone but he
does love his food.

“We can have anything from one pel-
ican to 70 odd pelicans. We rope off the
beach. We have the gear that we wear,
fishing boots, big red gloves, hat, and

we take a trolley down, and we have a
speaker down on the beach as well so
we give a talk, and I’'ve got to say, the
pelicans can get very excited when
they get fed.

“They’re very competitive. They’ll try
and get a fish out of another pelican’s
bill, which is interesting to watch. But
once they’ve got their fish, they might
go out to the water, or sometimes some
walkthrough, just straight through the
crowd to the other side, because they
need to turn that fish around so they
swallow the fish head first.

“I grew up near the Gippsland Lakes
and spending time around there you
see a pelican catch a fish, and they
do kind of throw it up around in that
big beak of theirs. Sometimes they’re
trying to swallow it head first. When
they’re being greedy or competitive,
they’ll be in the water. They’ll sit in the
water, and you’ll see the fish sideways
in their neck, and so they need to bring
that backup, turn it around in their
bills.

“To do that they’ll often put it back

=y

into the water. So, the bill will take
about 12 litres of water, turn that fish
around, and then swallow it head first.
That’s the only way they can swallow a
fish. There’s no table manners and no
chewing.

Robyne has been feeding pelicans
most days for the past six years.

“It’s just so nice. Number one, to
be out in the fresh air. We do it every
day, rain, hail or shine, to speak to the
visitors and to just be amongst the bird
life. The bird life is beautiful, and you
see them flying in. We call them mini-
jumbo jets as they fly in, it’s just lovely
to see, and they’re often waiting for us
in the morning.”

Watching the pelicans being fed,
looking for koalas at Phillip Island’s
Koala Conservation Reserve, going
to the penguins, learning to surf at
Smiths Beach and seeing thousands
of seal pups on a Seal Rocks Cruise are
‘right of passage’ experiences for any
young visitor to the Island.

No wonder Phillip Island is so popu-
lar, especially at this time of the year.

Ufoud fuendly bocat ghoceh

Owned and operated by locals,
San Remo IGA offers local and gourmet lines
Come and shop our great range of groceries, fresh produce,
fully-stocked deli, on-site butchers and liquor
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PHILLIP Island is a fantastic summer
destination to find yourself surrounded
by beautiful beaches and nature.

To truly immerse yourself in its won-
ders, hop aboard a Wildlife Coast Cruis-
es tour and explore the island’s vibrant
marine and coastal life through various
ocean journeys.

For an up-close encounter with marine
life, the Phillip Island Seal Cruise is an ab-
solute must. This incredible tour takes you
to Seal Rocks, Australia’s largest breeding
colony for Australian Fur Seals. Summer is
an especially exciting time to visit, as seal
pups born between October and Decem-
ber can be seen venturing into rock pools,
calling out to their mothers, and discov-
ering their environment. The cruise also
treats you to scenic views of Phillip Island’s
northwest coast, including landmarks like
The Nobbies and Round Island, making it
an essential activity for visitors.

Beyond Seal Rocks, there’s no shortage
of stunning areas to explore on Phillip Is-
land, with Cape Woolamai being a stand-
out. Known for its majestic granite cliffs,
hidden caves, and remnants of an old

Phllllpﬁsland ¥

Seal C”

granite quarry, the cape is surrounded by
dazzling turquoise waters. You can admire
this iconic landmark on the Cape Cruise, a
one-hour journey departing from the San
Remo fishing village. Afterwards, indulge
in fresh fish and chips from the San Remo
Fisherman’s Co-Op, where local flake
comes straight from the fishing boats.

For a relaxed evening on the water, the
Island Sunset Cruise offers the perfect es-
cape. Departing from San Remao, this lei-
surely cruise pairs beautiful scenery with
adelightful experience. Sip on local wines,
savour a grazing board and unwind to the
sound of live music as you glide across the
bay, enjoying birdlife and a spectacular
sunset along Phillip Island’s picturesque
coastline.

With so many exciting options, getting
out on the water is one of the best ways
to experience the magic of Phillip Island
this summer. Whether you’re marvelling
at playful seal pups, exploring Cape Wool-
amai’s rugged beauty, or enjoying the
sunset over Western Port, Wildlife Coast
Cruises offers a unique showcase of the
region.

J

Cape
Cruise /.

-
)

-
L3

Phillip Island

Sunset Cruise

BOOKINGS CALL1300763739 ORVISITWWW.WILDLIFECOASTCRUISES.COM.AU
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“We are thrilled with
this year’s Summer
Series line-up which
will be our biggest
yet and continues to
demonstrate our on-
going commitment
to bringing
contemporary art to
our community,”

Pop in for pop up as art pops this summer

THIS summer, Phillip Island Con-
temporary Exhibition Space (PICES),
in partnership with Bass Coast Shire
Council, is presenting its sixth Sum-
mer Exhibition Series at Berninneit
Art Gallery, Cowes on Phillip Island.

Following the success of PICES new
50x50 exhibition which debuted De-
cember 14 to January 1, and put the
spotlight on works from 50 artists,
PICES returns with its acclaimed Pop
Up Exhibition from January 4 - 27
which includes two consecutively cu-
rated exhibitions featuring 22 talented
artists. At this exhibition visitors can
explore a rich variety of art media,
including painting, photography,
pottery, printmaking, sculpture, and
textiles, created by artists from Bass
Coast, Gippsland, and beyond.

Pop Up ‘One’ Art Exhibition runs
from January 4 - 14, 2025 and features
Rob Barron (pottery), Lana de Jager
(printmaking), Silvi Glattauer (print-
making), Jenny Jackson (painting),
Julie Lundgren Coulter (painting),
Anne Mestitz (painting), Lindy Patter-
son (painting), Karen Preston (paint-
ing), Linda Shaw (painting), Liz Tyler
(printmaking); Kim Wood (painting),
Martine Zajacek (collage)

Whilst Pop Up ‘Two’ Art Exhibition
will run January 16 - 27, 2025 and fea-
ture Peter Brook (painting), Stephen
Glover (painting), Wendy Habraken-
Flack (drawing), Melinda Holt (paint-
ing), Carolyne Jane (painting), Jillian
Mitchell (photography), Kate Stuart
(pottery), Candida van Rood (paint-
ing), Kylie Watson (printmaking), and

Rain White (painting)

“We are thrilled with this year’s
Summer Series line-up which will
be our biggest yet and continues to
demonstrate our on-going commit-
ment to bringing contemporary art to
our community,” said Sandra Peeters,
PICES President

“PICES plays an important role as
a bridge between artists and art lov-
ers, collaborating with the new Ber-
ninneit Art Gallery in Cowes, Phillip
Island to promote contemporary art
and provide artists with a prestigious,
purpose-built space to showcase their
work. This exhibition series promises
an engaging celebration of regional
creativity and talent.”

For more information visit pices.
com.au and socials @picesartspace.

PICES

e LU T L]
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WWwWw.pices.com.au

n ﬁ @picesartspace

January 4 - 27, 2025. Open Daily 10am - 4pm
Berninneit Art Gallery, 91-97 Thompson Avenue, Cowes Vic 3922

Bringing contemporary art to the community

PICES POP UP Art Exhibition

22 Contemporary Artists

2 Exhibitions over 4 weeks

Showing the works of 22 exciting artists from Bass Coast, Gippsland and Melbourne whose diverse
styles bring a vibrant energy to the exhibition, making this a must see for art lovers.

Pop Up One Art Exhibition:
4-14 Jan, 2025

Pop Up Two Art Exhibition:
16-27 Jan, 2025
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Journey to the heart of Wilsons Promontory’s natural beauty on a full day
of adventure with Wanderer Adventures — Wilsons Promontory Cruises.

TRAVEL from land to sea in specially designed
amphibious boats that roll from the beach into
the inviting waters of the National Park.

The Ultimate Day Cruise includes close en-
counters with local wildlife including birds, local
seal colonies, iconic natural landmarks and the
unique sights of South Point, Australia’s most
southern mainland lighthouse and the pristine
beaches of Waterloo Bay.

Travel to secluded parts of the Prom that few
get to see with lunch at the incredibly beautiful
Sealers Cove beach.

This tour is an invitation to explore the un-
spoiled corners of one of Australia’s most beau-
tiful national parks. It’s the perfect day out for
nature lovers and intrepid explorers.

A tour highlight is seeing the granite monolith
of Skull Rock which has been sculpted by wind
and waves and is surrounded by crystal blue wa-
ters.

The Ultimate Day Cruise departs every Wednes-
day from Tidal River at 10.30am and returns
around 4pm.

Wanderer Adventures offers the lowest price
cruises at The Prom. Jump on board the Ultimate
Day Cruise for just $295 per person.

With Wilderness and Sunset Cruises also a de-
light, there has never been a better time than now
to explore the Prom from the sea.

Visit wandereradventures.com.au for more in-
formation or to book.

e Wilsons
- WANDERER Promontory
Cruises

DISCOVER | SUMMER 2024/25 7



Open Nightly 6pm to Late.
New Year's Eve to Australia Day Long Weekend.
Book Online and Save!

asaisc.com
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Whirl and twirl at -the Islénd Summer Ca

READY for a season filled with fun,
laughter, and unforgettable memo-
ries at the Phillip Island Summer
Carnival? Amusement Services Aus-
tralia has a rich history of over 50
years operating on Phillip Island and
the company began with a vision to
provide fun and entertainment for
families, growing from a small fam-
ily operation to a well-known name
in the amusement industry.

Watkins Amusements have been
an integral part of the Phillip Island
Summer Carnival for decades, con-
sistently evolving their rides and at-
tractions to enhance the experience
for visitors.

Amanda Watkins said they intro-
duce new rides while keeping the
beloved classics that families have
enjoyed for generations.

“We are known as the big event
specialist hosting some of Austra-
lia’s largest events including Santas
Wonderland Adelaide and the Island
Summer Carnival to name a few,”
Amanda said.

“Our diverse range of rides cater to
all ages, from children’s attractions
to extreme thrill rides and our com-
mitment to safety, quality, and creat-
ing memorable family experiences
sets us apart from other operators.”

Some of the staple attractions in-
clude Kiddies Kingdom, Dodgem
Cars, Space Roller, Cha Cha, and Mid-
night Madness, which have become
favourites for all ages.

This year’s carnival will run from
December 31, 2024, to January 26,
2025. Open from 6pm until late every
night, weather permitting.

“We recommend attending on
Australia Day for the spectacular

A

with our unique
marsupials!

fireworks display, which is always a
crowd favourite,” Amanda said.

“This year, we are excited to intro-
duce a new family ride direct from
Sartori, Italy. Stay tuned for more de-
tails!”

Carnival coupons are the best val-
ue and are accepted on all rides and
games. You can also purchase show-
bags and carnival food treats includ-
ing fairy floss, dagwood dogs, twisted
chips on a stick, hot dogs, and slush-
ies as well as some healthier choices
- available with cash or EFTPOS.

The Island Carnival sprawls over
8000 square metres, providing plen-
ty of room to enjoy the atmosphere
and free parking is available. There
is a $2 entry fee (under twos are free)
and there will be portable toilets
and wheelchair-friendly facilities.
Remember that dogs are welcome
if they are on a leash and safe to the
public.

“We have established crowd control

guided walk

Connect with nature in an immersive guided
walk and discover the unique species that

call Phillip Island home.

Phillip Island
NATURE
PARKS

BOOK NOW
penguins.org.au

=
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measures, including capacity limits
and an organised entry system, to
ensure a safe and enjoyable experi-
ence for everyone,” said Amanda.

Over the last 50 years, the Island
Summer Carnival has sponsored
many community groups and activi-
ties, including the carols, Little Nip-
pers, Cowes Primary School Fete,
Newhaven Primary, Phillip Island
Football Club, and the Channel Chal-
lenge.

“And as a fourth-generation family
business that has spent 50 summers
in Cowes, we hope to continue the
Island Summer Carnival in Cowes for
another 50 years,” said Amanda.

“We have been working closely
with the new master plan on the
carnival site to establish an event
precinct that ensures the continued
delivery of the carnival for visitors to
continue to enjoy each summer.”

Be ready to have some holiday fun
on Phillip Island this summer!

BANDICOOT

DISCOVERY TOUR
Discover the fascinating lives
of this endangered species
during an exclusive spotlight
walk on Churchill Island.

rnival

Marine Parade

SAN Remo has its hand up for the best
seaside commercial centre along the
south-east coast of Victoria.

Where else can you stop for a coffee, a
snack or lunch where every coast-facing
venue has a sheltered vista of the sea?

Take your choice of pubs with a view
at the Westernport Hotel or San Remo
Hotel, with the Sanny Bakehouse and
a couple of other likely candidates in
between including Beand Café, which
is great for breakfast, lunch and coffee.

Walk to the jetty next for a stroll out to
see the fishing boats or if it’s the right
time of the day, to see the pelicans be-
ing fed at 12 noon.

Getting the obligatory feed of fish and
chips from the Fisherman’s Co-Op and
eating them in the park on the fore-
shore is always a worthy option for visi-
tors and locals alike. Or you can head
back the other way to a generous spread
of cafés, coffee shops and restaurants
all of them with a view of the bridge and
Western Port.

Start at The Little Pizza Shop, The Spicy
Duck or Kelp Bar and Eatery; stop off at
the terrific San Remo IGA Supermarket
for your supplies and then move on to the
Beachside Bakehouse for great pies and
coffee, ‘Sanny Side’ Brews Food & Tunes
or Saint Jules Coffee Tucker and Larder.

There’s a lot on offer, all facing the
bay with a view.

Down past the butcher shop, the post
office and the Bendigo Bank you’ll come
to the very popular Mario’s Italian Res-
taurant, also offering takeaways, next to
San Remo Nails and Shorelec Electrical.

Around the corner you’ll find Jim’s
Bait and Tackle and the word from
Craig Edmonds is the fish are really bit-
ing well in the bay.

San Remo is a great destination on its
own, or for a stopping off point on the
way to and from Phillip Island, for every-
one including retirees who want some
sea air and a travel break, surfers stoking
the furnace ahead of their next session or
families on their way to the beach.

It’s an altogether a great little town
and the views of the water from every
vantage point are to die for.

Join the
GUIDED KOALA TOUR
at the

Koala Conservation Reserve

and get up close to this
Australian bush icon!
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GET ready for a summer packed with
adventure, laughter, and memories at
A Maze’N Things, Phillip Island’s ul-
timate family-fun destination! These
school holidays, the award-winning
attraction is pulling out all the stops
to keep kids — and grown-ups — enter-
tained from start to finish.

Dive into a world of wonder with
puzzles, illusions, and brain-bending
activities in the Puzzle Island zone.
Watch as your kids shrink, grow, and
giggle their way through mind-trick-
ing rooms. The whole family will laugh
as they try to figure out what’s up and
what’s down!

Outside, the adventure kicks up a
notch in the iconic maze. Who will
conquer its twists and turns first?
Team up or challenge each other to
see who can emerge victorious. But the
fun doesn’t stop there — Parky’s Mini
Golf is a must-do for the whole family.
With 19 holes of quirky, fun-filled put-
ting, it’s guaranteed to bring out every-
one’s competitive streak.

For thrill-seekers, SkyTrail offers a
high-altitude challenge that’s as ex-
hilarating as it is safe. Watch as the
kids (and maybe even brave adults!)
navigate the rope course high above
the ground, conquering obstacles and
fears alike.

And when it’s time to refuel, the
on-site café is ready to serve up tasty
treats to keep the energy levels high.
Don’t forget to stop by the gift shop
for a memento of your day — perhaps a
puzzle to keep the fun going at home.

This summer, A Maze’N Things
promises something for everyone.
Whether you’re solving puzzles, put-
ting your way to glory, or mastering
the maze, there’s endless entertain-
ment waiting. So grab the family, slap
on some sunscreen, and make your
way to Phillip Island - fun times are
guaranteed!

Skip the queue and book online via
amazenthings.com.au.

10 DISCOVER | SUMMER 2024/25

This summer, A Maze’N Things promiises
something for everyone. Whether you’re
solving puzzles, putting your way to
glory, or mastering the maze, there’s
endless entertainment waiting.




MAZE
THINGS

: 3.' |

— @AMAZENTHINGS

#amazenthingsy

1805 PHILLIP ISLAND RD COWES VIC (03) 5952 2283
please vigit AMAZENTHINGS.COM.AV
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Scrumptious
strawberries

THERE’S a new journey to be had
at Macca’s Farm each visit, wheth-
er a rosella guides your path along
the driveway or the ladybirds flutter
amongst the strawberries, and the pigs
follow at your feet, there’s always a
special moment.

Open seven days this January there
has never been a better time to take
in the peace and tranquillity. Whether
walking amongst the rows of strawber-
ries, with new rows added this year,
feasting in the café, or delighting at the
Strawberry Bar, brimming with straw-
berry soft serve, sundaes, milkshakes,
smoothies and the absolute must-
have, strawberries and cream.

Over a kilometre of waist-high pick-
ing rows provides easy access for all,
including wheelchairs.

After a berry-filled adventure, in-
dulge in the paddock-to-plate restau-
rant, where the ambience is as delight-
ful as the menu. Seasonal specials
promise a mouth-watering journey
from breakfast to brunch.

Adjacent is the Produce Store, a trea-
sure trove of farm-fresh supplies. From
hydroponic vegetables to farm-butch-
ered meats and locally sourced delights,
Macca’s Farm provides an opportunity
to stock up on weekly essentials and in-
dulge in the joy of supporting locals.

I\Iew adventures, new encounters

FERN the forest fairy is on a quest to
help her friend Kaia Koala find a tree
to live in.

Along the way Fern and Kaia Koala
meet Giddy the Growling Grass Frog
and together the three go on an ad-
venture exploring endangered spe-
cies and the special roles they play in
the environment.

Head on a fresh new adventure
these school holidays at Maru Koala
and Animal Park, with Fern, Kaia,
Giddy and friends, singing, dancing
and learning along the way in the
brand-new children’s show Forest
Fairy and Friends.

Running daily from December 26
over the school holiday between

EXPERIENCE
SUMMER TIME
ON MACCA'S

FARM

11.30am and 12 noon, the show is
sure to delight young and old, and
you never know you might even learn
something new along the way!

Sheep shearing returns on Decem-
ber 27 under the freshly renovated
roof of the Shearing Shed. Both For-
est Fairy and Friends and the Sheep
Shearing are included in the cost of
entry along with a range of fabulous
keeper talks, all happening daily.

As you go on your own adventure
through Maru learn about the new
animals that have joined the park
this summer including the echidnas,
quokkas and the female lace monitor
- watch out Mo there’s a new chick in
town!

OR WILDUIFE
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And make sure you don’t miss the
renowned koala keeper talk. It’s been
an exciting season with not one, but
three baby koala joeys born! The old-
est Nova is out and exploring, though
she doesn’t mind a cuddle still with
mum, whilst the youngest Rain is
peaking out of the pouch, and spend-
ing moments in the outside world
clinging on.

Looking for a day out and a chance
to step behind the scenes, speak to
Maru about becoming a Keeper for a
Day, and have the opportunity to get
up and personal.

Head to marukoalapark.com.au for
more information and to book your
tickets today!

e

- SEE
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£ KIDS SHOW
FOREST FAIRY
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Strawberry menu

Milkshakes, smoothies,
soft serve and sundaes all
made with strawberries!

W Pick your own
strawberries — delicious!

B View our roaming
farm animals

B Relax over a delicious
meal from our café

W Fresh produce grown
on the farm

B On-farm butchery offering
free range beef, pork and
in-house smoked small goods
— all direct from the farm and
locally sourced lamb

OPEN 5 DAYS Wednesday to Sunday
Café 9am - 3pm = Shop 9am - 5pm
2185 Dalyston-Glen Forbes Road, Glen Forbes

(Just off Bass Highway, turn at Van Steensel Timbers)

Phone 0484 648 413 1@

HM12177
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SEE OUR
3KOALA
JOEYS
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« Get up close with our native wildlife « Hand feed kangaroos and wallabies
« Photos with animals available e Pirate Pete’s Mini-golf « Homestead Bistro
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Aquarium
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1650 BASS HWY GRANTVILLE - 03 5678 8548
www.marukoalapark.com.au




Toast 24ears ofm

TWELVE hectares under vine, grow-
ing nine varieties, Rick Lacey and
his wife Maira Vitols run Purple Hen
Wines on Phillip Island. An annual
wine production of around 4000 cases
all coming from the estate vineyard
and all made on site, their success con-
tinues 24 years on.

The venture began in 2000 when Rick
and Maira decided that they would like
to move out of corporate and academic
careers and get back into something
more rural. Both were raised on farm
enterprises in peri-urban regions near
Adelaide. From the outset, it was envis-
aged that the venture would be a vine-
yard winery with an emphasis on cellar
door and local regional sales.

But after a year spent looking at al-
ternate regions and sites, in late 2000
Rick met a viticultural stalwart, Denise
Miller, who suggested Phillip Island as
an ideal location provided, they found
a site located in one of the more pro-
tected areas on the island.

“As she said at the time, the Morning-
ton boasts sea on three sides — you’ll
have it on all sides,” Rick shared.

Purple Hen has one of the most mar-
itime climates of any vineyard in Aus-
tralia, being just 500 metres from the

bay of Western Port and a little over
two kilometres from Bass Strait.

“Many people are surprised to find
that the soils are not sandy, but clay
loam over clay subsoils. Again, very
similar to much of the Mornington and
more general part of the Western Vic-
torian igneous geology. The strongly
maritime climate is ideal for aromatic
white wines and for red wines with sup-
ple tannins. Equally importantly, aver-
age temperatures during the ripening
period are ideal for Pinot Noir, a variety
that to look its best, needs cool moder-
ate temperatures during ripening.”

Currently, 16 different wines are made
at Purple Hen - four sparkling wines
and 12 still wines (six red and six white).

“One of the outstanding features of
the site is that it produces wines that
are varietally expressive. This varietal
clarity stands out in the excellent re-
sults achieved in wine shows. Since
our first show in 2006, our wines have
won nearly 200 medals and 20 tro-
phies,” said Rick.

The key challenge they face and the
industry around the world faces is hu-
man-induced climate change.

“In our first vintage, we began harvest-
ing Pinot Noir on April 6. In 2024 we had

Island Grown and Crafted

Situated on Phillip Island, Purple Hen is a beautiful location for growing
and enjoying wine. Our many wine show medals and trophies attest to the
quality of the wines. Visit our cellar door and experience our great wines
and simple platters featuring local produce.

Music In January: First 4 Friday evenings, visit our website for details.

Cellar Door 11am - 5pm (4:30pm Sundays):

School Holidays: Open 7 days a week

Other times: Open 5 days a week (closed Tues and Wed)
Public Holidays: Closed for most public holidays

96 McFees Road, Rhyll, Phillip Island

T. 5956 9244
www.purplehenwines.com.au

PURPLE [ HEN

HM12184

"

arttime magic

all but finished the Pinot Noir harvest by
the end of February,” Rick explained.

“The grapevine is very responsive to
the climatic temperature trends. Our ex-
perience over the last twenty years clear-
ly shows the impact of global warming.

“Our maritime climate will give us
a relatively large buffer against the
impact of global warming, but it will
gradually impact all aspects of pro-
duction including varietal mix.”

Optimising the timing of harvest is
the most important management de-
cision in winemaking. After harvest
the handling of the grapes and wine-
making varies between the different
varieties and styles.

“For example, grape crushing and
skin contact are important for expres-
sive Sauvignon Blanc but to be avoided
for Chardonnay. A reasonable amount
of trial and error is involved in getting
the best out of your site, but the indus-
try is quite collegiate and through wine
shows, industry bodies and general
professional interaction there is a lot of
knowledge sharing and advice,” he said.

“Local patronage is key to our suc-
cess, both in terms of direct patronage
at the cellar door and patronage by lo-
cal restaurants and bottle shops.”

Discover the stories
of our Vietnam Vets

THE National Vietnam Veterans
Museum on Phillip Island offers a pro-
found journey into the history and
experiences of those who served dur-
ing the Vietnam War. Home to an in-
ternationally significant collection of
artifacts and memorabilia, the muse-
um is a place of remembrance, educa-
tion, and respect, dedicated to telling
the stories of service and sacrifice by
Vietnam veterans.

Visitors can explore a diverse range
of exhibits, including military equip-
ment, photographs, letters, and per-
sonal belongings that provide a deeply
human perspective on the war. The
museum’s interactive displays and au-
diovisual presentations create a vivid
connection to the past, helping visi-
tors understand the complex realities
faced by those who served.

Beyond the exhibits, the museum’s
café provides a welcoming space to
pause and reflect. Operating from
10am to 3pm, it serves light lunches,
coffee, and cakes, offering a tranquil
spot to recharge.

Whether you’re a history enthusiast
or simply seeking a meaningful experi-
ence, the museum invites you to learn,
honour, and remember.

Plan your visit and discover the sto-
ries that shaped a generation and con-
tinue to resonate today.

ap~ National Vietham Veterans
Museum and Café

Open 7 days
10am - last entry 4pm
Ph: 5956 6400

FASCINATING FOR ALL AGES
\

PO WO W

25 Veterans Drive, Newhaven, Phillip Island - viethamvetsmuseum.org
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Information
IS your
starting point

WHETHER it’s information about
the safest beaches for swimming,
tickets to the penguins or information
about your ongoing journey through
Bass Coast and the Greater Gippsland
area, the Visitor Information Centre
(VIC) at Newhaven has you covered.

The same goes for the visitor infor-
mation centres in The Hub at Inver-
loch and also at Berninneit in Cowes.

Likewise, South Gippsland’s visitor
information centre at Foster is open
10am to 4pm daily while the Citizens
Advice Bureau, in the Memorial Hall
at Leongatha, is open Monday to Sat-
urday.

The award-winning VIC at Newhav-
en, in particular, provides a great
starting point for any holiday in the
region offering not only information
on local attractions, natural and com-
mercial, but also an easy booking ser-
vice for a wide range of accommoda-
tion and activities, including tickets
to the world-famous Phillip Island
Penguin Parade, but hurry, the whole
summer season at the penguins is
selling out fast.

They offer the Phillip Island Na-
ture Parks ‘3 Parks Pass’ providing
admission to the Penguin Parade
General Viewing stands, the Koala

Conservation Reserve and Churchill
Island. While you can book to see the
penguins once in the following six
months, the pass is valid at the Koala
Reserve and Churchill Island for the
next six months.

Recently, a family visiting from Mel-
bourne’s western suburbs gained a
wealth of knowledge from the helpful
staff.

“You’ve got the Chocolate Factory
just over the road, there’s Churchill
Island nearby as well, a working farm
where you can have lunch and coffee,
there’s the Vietnam Veterans Museum
and further along the Koala Conserva-
tion Reserve where you can see koalas
from the elevated boardwalks,” they
said

“Across the road is A Maze’N Things,
which offers all sorts of activities and

further on into Cowes, there’s tenpin
bowling, Clip ‘n Climb and Grumpy’s
mini golf and we also have tickets
here to the Penguin Parade.

“If you’re looking for a safe place to
swim, the Cowes beach is best. You
need to be very careful when visiting
the beaches on the ocean side of Phil-
lip Island and only swim at the pa-
trolled beaches.

“There are cruises on the water, in-
cluding a cruise to Seal Rocks and
once again we have the tickets for
those here as well.”

With literally hundreds of pam-
phlets, some of them making special
offers and a range of souvenirs, the
visitor information centres really are
the ideal place to start your holiday, or
day trip to Phillip Island, Bass Coast
and South Gippsland.

The award
winning Visitor
Information Centre
at Newhaven,
in particular,
provides a great
starting point for
any holiday in
the region
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Grill, smoke, bake or braise

GET THOSE culinary juices flowing
by grilling, smoking, baking or brais-
ing this season with the best prod-
ucts around and expert advice from
Home Cook & BBQ, a family-owned
business, who’ve been around for
over three decades.

With the enticing smells of the
humble Aussie BBQ wafting through
the air these summer months, Home
Cook & BBQ in Wonthaggi are proud
to help out those inspired to try new
recipes, gadgets or products to feed
and entertain.

Throw a shrimp on the barbie with
one of the exclusive models of Weber
that are available, try out that tradi-
tional pizza recipe with a versatile

Ooni pizza oven; or cook the best cuts
of meat to perfection with Traeger,
one of the most popular and versatile
pellet smoker brands around.

As well as stocking a wide range
of the best BBQs, pizza ovens, and
smokers, also available are BBQ rubs
and sauces, pots and pans, and a
huge range of outdoor cooking acces-
sories.

All indoor cooking and baking
needs are taken care of by Home
Cook & BBQ too, with trays, tins,
bowls, kitchen appliances and much
more.

Add a touch of style and sophisti-
cation to the kitchen with cookware
and tableware from some of the best

and biggest brands like Maxwell &
Williams, Krosno, Global, Analon,
Esteele, Bamix, and MasterCraft.

Unwind at the end of the day using
the best glassware and get prepared
for the festive season with cocktail
shakers and mixers, decanters, ice
trays and mixology books; or up the
coffee game in the new year with a
coffee grinder and new accessories.

Home Cook & BBQ was born from
the owner’s love of food, homewares
and sustainability, trying many of
the products themselves before they
hit the showroom floor. Confident in
the items they sell, the team enjoy
finding affordable and quality wares
to make cooking easier.

This summer, Home Cook & BBQ is
the one-stop shop for providing the
equipment needed to see the Mas-
terChef within emerge, make life eas-
ier with a range of gadgets, or simply
supply gorgeous homewares to add
style to spaces or to share as gifts.

They also offer a competitive com-
mercial section where they can
source the best brands in the indus-
try for professionals.

“We appreciate the support of the
community shopping with us, as it
allows us to give back where we can
to the community which we have
done for 30 years,” said store own-
ers, Kanen and Leanne Dicker and
their daughter Lucy Sharpe.

SUMMER ENTERTAINING
STARTS HERE

Shop our large range of BBQs, smokers and accessories including rubs, sauces and spices

Treager smokers

Weber Genesis

Weber Kettle

Weber Q

COOKWARE - TABLEWARE - BAKEWARE - KITCHENWARE - DRINKWARE - OUTDOOR COOKING - RUBS, SAUCES & SPICES

HOME COOK

& BBQ

WEOGT

SPECIALIST

DEALER

HM12167
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The view, the wines, the Gurdies...

IF YOU haven’t yet visited The Gur-
dies Winery, then, as they say, do
yourself a favour over the summer
holidays and take a drive to 215 Gur-
dies-St Helier Road, The Gurdies.

Your first impression as you arrive
is spectacular, with lush green vines
stretching away from the driveway
and magnificent views of the sur-
rounding countryside on one side,
and the magnificent vista of Western
Port and French Island on the other.

From this unique knoll in the Bass
Hills, you can see it all and that’s be-
fore you park and experience the rus-
tic charm of the cellar door building,
and patio, its breathtaking views and
the wine.

It’s absolutely superb and while they
do offer ‘Grazing Platters’ of cheese
and local produce, you’re also wel-
come to bring a picnic or nibbles with
you. The Gurdies does however cater
for weddings and special events, and
they offer a superb selection of wine.

The Winery produces a range of

varietal and blended wines made
from eight varieties of estate-grown
grapes, using traditional wine-mak-
ing processes. The wines are typically
cool climate in style, the most popular
being Riesling, Verdelho Chardonnay,
Chardonnay, Rose, Pinot Noir, Mer-
lot, Cabernet Sauvignon, Shiraz and a
new Sparkling Red.

The best way to discover your favou-
rite is by ordering a selection of the
likely candidates for tasting at a mod-
est price, and enjoying the view while
you discuss wine, and whatever else
takes your fancy.

It’s the perfect scenario for a relax-
ing hour or two... and the view, what
aview!

The Gurdies Winery at 215 Gurdies-
St Helier Road, The Gurdies is open
every Friday, Saturday and Sunday
(and school/public holidays every
day) from 1lam-5pm. Phone 5997
6208, email info@thegurdieswinery.
com.au or website thegurdieswinery.
com.au.
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Stunning Views & Exceptional Wine
VISIT OUR HIDDEN GEM

All our wines are produced from estate grown
grapes, and complemented with all the local
charm and hospitality that our region has to offer.

17 Jade Road, The Gurdies, Vic. 3984 | Tel: 03 5997 6208 | Email: info@thegurdieswinery.com.au | www.thegurdieswinery.com.au
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Artis

ARTSPACE Gallery is buzzing with
creative energy this summer, inviting
visitors and locals to immerse them-
selves in a vibrant showcase of talent.

The current exhibition, open to all
artists, runs until January 26 and
promises a feast for the senses with
its diverse and inspiring collection.

Shining a light on highly talent-
ed and accomplished professional
artists from across Bass Coast and
Gippsland, many boasting accolades,
their styles and mediums span an
impressive range, from traditional
techniques to bold contemporary
expressions, including 2D and 3D
works such as paintings, printmak-
ing, drawings, ceramics, wood, glass,
and jewellery.

Phil Hendhall, Marlene Abela, Ja-
net Budge, Ursula Theinert, Marj
Reni, Deb Watson, Lisa Buckley, Lin-
da Shaw and Susan Hall are just some
of the artists on display.

Environmentally conscious, the
artists have exhibited and sold na-
tionally and internationally with a
large selection featured in the Bass
Coast Shire Council Collection.

ArtSpace is renowned for their ex-
pertly curated exhibitions, which
change every six weeks, allowing a
wide range of artists to exhibit and
keeping the experience fresh and
engaging for visitors.

a glﬁ

Not for profit, their professional cu-
ratorial team, all artists themselves,
lend their creative expertise to each in-
stallation both within the walls of the
Centennial Centre and outside with
highlights including the Inverloch Art
Show and Save Westernport Wood-
lands Exhibition at the Goods Shed in
Wonthaggi to name but two.

A hub, ArtSpace is more than an ex-
hibition space filled with artwork and
gift shop items available for sale; the
venue also doubles as an information
centre. Volunteers with a wealth of
knowledge and experience can share
maps and brochures, information of
walking trails and coastal cruises, mu-
sic and live performances.

Friendly and knowledgeable, the
team of volunteers ensures every visi-
tor feels welcome.

For those seeking a unique artisan
gift, especially last minute, the gal-
lery’s boutique selection features
beautiful original textiles, ceramics,
jewellery, glassware, cards and wood-
work.

The only major art gallery in Wont-
haggi with ample parking and wheel-
chair friendly, it’s a must visit desti-
nation this summer. Open daily from
1lam to 3pm (closed Christmas Day
and Good Friday).

Supporting arts for artists and art
lovers pop into ArtSpace today.

GROW, PLAY STAY!

Horseriding for Adults & Children
Workshops & Events

Mushroom & local produce at
Farmgate

Family Country Fair - January 12

Located minutes from
Inverloch, why not book
your next event at the farm?

il
i

www.wattlebankfarm.com.au | 0408 566 071

85 Desmond Road, Wattle Bank

HM12130

i

Fruit Salad,Deb Watson, glass

/ _—
RT LS a GlFT
Open to the public until
Sunday 26 Jan 2025

Our Summer Selection of a diverse
range of art and artisan gifts created
by our talented and award winning
Bass Coast and Gippsland artists.

Excavation, Lisa Buckley acrylic

>

Paintings, Prints, Photography,
Glass Art, Ceramics, Sculpture, Textiles,
Jewellery, Literature, Artist cards.

Artworks and artisan gifts are for sale.

Information and maps on sight seeing,
walks, bike tracks, tours, activities, wine
and food brochures also available.

Friendly service.

FREE ENTRY
All Welcome

Forest Beauty,Janet Budge, fabric collage

Visit us

The Centennial Centre, ) Wontha ggi

1 Bent Street, Wonthaggi
ONLINE www.artspacewonthaggi.com.au /\ t S
BY PHONE 56725767 r p a C e
BYEMAIL  artspacexhibiting@gmail.com — GALLERY
OPEN Daily 11am -3pm H ﬂ ArtSpaceWonthaggi

HM12122
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Show n’ Shine
roars back to life

AFTER the high success of this
year’s Show ‘N Shine and Swap
Meet in Wonthaggi, the 2025 event
is shaping up to be just as big on
Sunday, January 26.

Hundreds of classic and vintage
vehicles are expected to be show-
cased again, with the competition
and judging to be even more com-
petitive.

Over 45 stall holders will partici-
pate in the swap meet as part of the
show; the biggest fundraiser for the
Wonthaggi Power Football Netball
Club.

Gates open 6am for Swap Meet
stallholders, then 8am for the public.

Car and driver $15, everyone else
(passengers and pedestrians) $5
each.

Judging cut off 9.30am sharp!

Award categories will one again
include Presidents Choice (best
overall), Best Aussie Original, Best
Aussie Muscle, Best Tuff Street,
Best Hot Rod, Best Vintage - Pre
1950, Best Bike, Best Paint, Best In-
terior and Best Engine Bay.

The ultimate all abilities playground

ARE you searching for the perfect
spot that guarantees laughter, excite-
ment, and unforgettable memories?
Look no further than the Phillip Is-
land Tenpin Bowling and Entertain-
ment Centre, a hidden gem brimming
with joy for visitors of all ages and
abilities.

Nestled in Cowes on Phillip Island,
the entertainment hub is a wonder-
land that covers every taste.

Bowling enthusiasts will be in
their element with state-of-the-art
lanes that blend fun and competi-
tion. Whether you’re a seasoned pro
or a casual player, the welcoming at-
mosphere and helpful staff ensure
everyone has a strikingly good time.

HlISTHHLI [!I~'I"|' WEEH*EHI]

UW'N

B.SWARMEE]

SH

INE

WIsTTLDE HES HESEETE

SPONSORS
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T T

GATES OPEN GAM STALL HOLDERS
515 CAR & DRIVER i

BAM PUBLIC ENTRY
55 # U15 FREE
JUDGING CLOSES
930k SHARP

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Mattirws Tresrsport HRIS BAKER 0400 293 991

SPONSORS
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For those younger there are ramps on
hand, and for those requiring a little
extra assistance retractable handle
bowling balls are available.

After a couple of rounds down the
lane, dive into the exhilarating world
of lazer tag. A futuristic battleground
and strategic gameplay offer a thrill-
ing adventure for all abilities. But
watch out - the competition might
surprise you!

If you prefer different kinds of com-
petition, the centre also features table
tennis, pool tables, and an air hockey
table. Gather your friends for friend-
ly matches, showcase your skills, or
simply enjoy the fun. The expanded
arcade offers a mix of classic and

new games, appealing to both the
young and the young at heart. Chal-
lenge each other and test your gaming
prowess.

With a café and licensed bar, the en-
tertainment complex is open daily un-
til late. Enjoy $25 unlimited bowling
each evening from 6.30pm to 9.30pm
during the school holidays (minimum
four per lane, no bookings required).

Whether it’s sweltering heat or pour-
ing rain, make a beeline for Phillip Is-
land Tenpin Bowling and Entertain-
ment Centre these holidays.

Strike it lucky, score a turkey, dodge
the lazers and race against the clock!

No matter your age or ability, there’s
something for everyone!

$25 UNLIMITED

BOWLING, LAZER TAG & TABLE TENNIS

A
L —

6:30PM -

9:30PM

EVERY NIGHT THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
MINIMUM 4 PER LANE

i_—_.
—

PHILLIP ISLAND

TENPIN BOWLING
& ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE

5882 S8 7

www.pitenpin.com.au
91-97 Settlement Rd Cowes

Excludes New Years Eve



Strategically located between two
of Gippsland’s favourite destinations,
Phillip Island, with its world-famous
Penguin Parade, and Wilsons Promon-
tory, Inverloch has much to offer as a
holiday destination and permanent
lifestyle location for families and re-
tirees.

Its natural attractions are the high-
light of course, whether it’s great van-
tage points for whale watching in the
winter, including Eagles Nest, fishing
and surfing all year round or windsurf-
ing and sailing on Anderson Inlet and
swimming at the safe Inverloch Surf
Beach in the summer... any day is a
great day to be at Inverloch.

There are plenty of activities too
from the annual Dinosaur Discovery
Tours, starting at the Bunurong Coast

Education Centre in the middle of the
town, to the regular Farmers’ Markets,
music events in The Glade and the
wide range of dining and refreshment
options.

Worth a special note is Paul The Pie-
man Bakery on A’Beckett Street.

Winners of a multitude of awards
and family-owned and run for over 20
years, Paul the Pieman has a delicious
array of pies, pastries, cakes, bread
and delights to satisfy hunger whether
breakfast, lunch or afternoon tea.

With awards stretching from their
plain pie to smokey beef, jalapeno and
cheese, this scribe is rather favour-
able to the award-winning smoked
brisket and mac n’ cheese. But there is
something for everyone including gold
medal award-winning pepper steak

and Korean BBQ pork pies, through to
butter chicken, chicken and leek and
chunky beef pies, not to mention the
sausage rolls have also taken out their
own fair share of awards.

Paired with an éclair, long john or
slice, you will be delightfully sated.

Throughout the year, Inverloch hosts
a variety of events that cater to every
interest including the Inverloch Jazz
Festival, Inverloch Classic Wooden
Dinghy Regatta and Bass Coast Cycle
Challenge.

As well as what’s on offer right on
your doorstep, Inverloch is also well
located to everything that the South
Gippsland and Bass Coast area has to
offer and your best starting point is
the Visitor Information Centre at The
Community Hub Inverloch.

Bakery/Cafe open: 7 days from 7.30am

Try our awarding |
winning pies!

Established in 1994, Paul the Pieman’s pies are a must try!
A variety of flavours to satisfy your taste buds.

PAUL THE PIEMAN INVERLOGCH

5 A’Beckett Street, Inverloch

$3

"'-I1
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Ph. 5674 1722 Paul The Pieman
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Discover
French island

A pristine, off-the-grid, eco-destination and a hidden
treasure of natural wilderness and wildlife only
a short fast catamaran ride from Phillip Island.

NATURALISTE Tours operates 4WD
and guided walking tours that offer
a glimpse into the diverse isle that is
French Island.

The 4WD tours are a wonderful in-
troduction to the Island. Explore the
National Park and wilderness envi-
ronment with ease and comfort in
Naturaliste’s very own 4WD vehicle.
Experienced, local guides offer per-
sonalised, authentic touring bringing
to life the stories, history and lifestyle
that is French Island. They will share
their knowledge of island life, history
and the treasure trove of flora and,
of course, the wildlife, including the
iconic koala and echidna.

Go off the beaten track and experi-
ence an up close and personal encoun-
ter with all of French Island’s natural
beauty. Take in the silence and pristine
beauty of this unique, off-the-grid, eco
destination.

For food and wine lovers visit French
Island Vineyard, a historic estate situ-
ated on the water’s edge with a mari-
time, cool climate, pristine environ-
ment and handmade wines. Sail for a
day of wine tasting, charcuterie and

cheese plate, estate walk, and a guided
4WD tour. Learn how this small, bou-
tique producer creates pinot gris, pinot
noir and shiraz in an off-the-grid and
isolated environment which contrib-
utes an adventurous character to the
wines. The tour includes stops at his-
torical sites, lookout points and koalas
in the wild.

For those who enjoy walking try Nat-
uraliste Tours’ newest tour — French
Island Nature Walk. Embark on a cap-
tivating walking tour of French Island,
a haven for nature enthusiasts. The is-
land’s vast National Park, larger than
Phillip Island, beckons visitors in-
trigued by its untouched beauty. While
most of the park remains remote, ac-
cessible only to confident hikers, the
French Island Nature Walk offers a
safe and informative introduction to
its diverse habitats. Don’t miss the op-
portunity to witness the closest natu-
ral Koala habitat to the ferry. This low-
footprint tour ensures minimal impact
on the island and its community, pre-
serving its pristine allure.

To book a tour visit naturalsitetours.
com.au.

P

. s

Get OFF GRID, take yourself OFF LINE & venture OFF ROAD.

Discover this unique, unspoilt, remote destination.... French Island.  naturalistetours.com.au orcall 03 5257 4570
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FROM a Mr Magic automatic touch-
free car wash to the Tru-Blu K9000®
dog wash Inverloch Car and Boat
Wash is the convenient place to go
for all your car and boat wash needs.

Add to your driving and boating
pleasure with a clean motor vehicle
and spotlessly clean boat or personal
watercraft (PWC).

The Mr Magic automatic carwash
at Inverloch Car and Boat Wash is the
highest quality touch-free car wash
available constructed from the high-
est-quality components and high-
pressure water jets for a sparkling
clean finish.

Mr Magic features a pre-soak sys-
tem, oscillating high-pressure noz-
zles and onboard rocker panel blast-
ers with no physical contact between
the equipment and the vehicle dur-
ing the wash process.

Inverloch Car and Boat Wash has
DIY bays, an automatic touch-free
bay, vacuum bays, and a warm-water
dog wash to pamper your pooch with
loving care.

The wash bays are economical,
environmentally friendly, and very
easy to use.

Clean your vehicle or boat just the
way you like it with a range of differ-
ent wash options.

The boat and car washing facilities

ampering
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at Inverloch Car and Boat Wash are
eco-friendly with environmentally
sustainable collection pits to ensure
waste is taken care of responsibly.

For best results use a high-pressure
soaker before washing to loosen soil,
grit and greasy build-up around the
engine and tyres, then a soft brush
and spot-free final rinse.

TURBO vacuum facilities will
ensure your vehicle is perfectly clean
inside and out.

The K9000® Dog Wash is so simple
any dog owner can use it.

The dog wash at Inverloch Car and
Boat Wash, shampoos, conditions,

™

and blow-dries in just ten minutes.

Select from a range of wash options
on the control panel or extend your
dog washing time with extra credit.

Lead your dog into the tub, secure
with the simple catch chain and start
the wash cycle.

Using a soft-touch adjustable wash
gun, premium washing products,
fresh, temperature-controlled water
and two-speed drying your dog will
love it.

Look for Inverloch Carwash &
Laundrette on Facebook or you can
find Inverloch Car and Boat Wash at
56 Dixon Street, Inverloch.

INVERLOCH CAR WASH AND L

Pr
wildlife this summer
PHILLIP Island Nature Parks is asking

the community to join local conserva-

tion efforts this summer and help protect
wildlife.

Nature Parks is partnering with Bass
Coast Shire Council, the Department of
Transport and Planning, Phillip Island
Conservation Society and Wildlife Vic-
toria to encourage the community to do
their bit to keep wildlife safe as summer
approaches.

Kim Noy, Wildlife Ranger at Phillip Is-
land Nature Parks, said community vigi-
lance was important to safeguard local
wildlife this summer.

“The wildlife and coastlines of Millowl
are part of what makes the island such a
special place,” Ms Noy said.

“We encourage residents and visitors
to be our eyes and ears on the ground
so rangers and rescue volunteers can re-
spond to concerns as quickly as possible.”

Wildlife affected by extreme heat
events may display unusual behaviours.
Penguins wandering or lying in the open
during hot days is not normal behaviour
and may indicate signs of heat stress. If
you see this please urgently report this to
Authorities.

The Nature Parks is asking motorists
to be on the lookout for Eastern barred
bandicoots by looking for movement and
eye-shine on the verges.

Long-neck turtles can be found cross-
ing roads in summer, particularly near
marshy areas, as they move during
breeding season trying to find mates
and an ideal nesting habitat. If you find
them uninjured place them off the road
in nearby vegetation.

Residents can help by placing bowls
of water in quiet, shady parts of gardens
away from people, pets and roads to help
wildlife stay hydrated. Using the garden
hose to spray mist into trees and shrubs
can create cooler niches that wildlife can
use to escape the heat.

Take care when driving, especially at
dawn, dusk and at night when animals
are most active. Newly installed “Care for
Wildlife” signs can also help to identify
wildlife hotspots.

To report sick, injured, or orphaned
wildlife, call Wildlife Victoria’s Emer-
gency Response Service on 03 8400 7300
available 24 hours a day, seven days a
week.

UNDRETTE

Cor Wash

CARS, BOATS & JETSKIS

= Mr Magic Storm (auto car wash)
= Manual wash =Marine flush

= High quality wax and soap

= Carpets and upholstery shampoo

6.00AM - 10PM, 7 DAYS

56 DIXON

= Blow dryer = Tick and flea rinse
= Pet friendly shampoo = Conditioner

STREET, INVERLOCH

bl

»

L aundrette

= Extra large washing machines
= Extra large dryers

Cash & PayWave available
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Chasing light
and nature’s fury

BOLTS of lightning break across the
sky, the layers of cloud illuminated. A
mesocyclone nicely defined.

It’s a stunning ominous supercell
thunderstorm captured by Anna Car-
son, production designer by day and
photographer by night. It’s also August
in the Bureau of Meteorology’s 2025
Australian Weather Calendar.

“My family had had an emotional day
the night I took that photo. We had to
have our 14-year-old pooch put down,”
Anna recalled.

“Icould see lightning flashes off in the
distance, so headed out the door and
took myself to the end of our road.

“The storm front was in the distance,
moving over. I didn’t mind just standing
there in peace, watching it come across
and catching the strikes on camera.

“It just felt like one of those lucky
shots... right place, right time!”

It may have been one of those lucky
shots, but there are years of experience
behind the stunning photographs that
fill Anna’s portfolio.

“I don’t remember picking up a

camera, it’s just something that has al-
ways been there.

“My grandparents loved their pho-
tography, so I guess at some point I was
just handed a camera to have a go. I can
remember coming home from fam-
ily holidays and having my film devel-
oped, and then my Nanna would offer
constructive feedback.

“You didn’t quite capture that at the
right time of day”, or “Your horizon is a
bit crooked love™... I still struggle with
that!” Anna laughs.

But that guidance steered Anna to
find a passion she loves and a world of
aurora, storm and astro photography.

“Auroras weren’t something I knew
anything about until I stumbled across
the concept one day on my social me-
dia feed. The night I captured my first
aurora my youngest daughter was six
months old, and I was actually sitting
on the bedroom floor of my 18-month-
old daughter’s room waiting for her to
go to sleep. I was scrolling Facebook
and there was a suggestion the aurora
could be seen that night.

“Not knowing anything about it, my
partner convinced me to go for a drive
to the end of Punchbowl Road and see
what I could get.

“Ifigured I would go out get a photo of
the aurora and that would be it - ticked
off the bucket list. Here I am now, nine
years later still photographing them!”

It was mid-October when Anna shot
her first aurora and at that time the Ga-
lactic Core of the Milky Way was low on
the western horizon; creeping into her
photos.

Thus, her astrophotography passion
was founded.

“Most auroras and the intricate de-
tails of the stars aren’t something the
human eye can always see, so I think
for me it comes back to that magical
feeling you get and that “wow” mo-
ment when you see an image appear
on the LCD screen on the back of the
camera — much like the image appear-
ing on the photo paper in the dark
room. It’s the same feeling for light-
ning strikes and storms too. They hap-
pen so fast, and it’s a buzz when you

© Anna Carson

nail capturing it on camera.”

And whilst film and days spent in
a dark room fill Anna’s memories of
learning the trade, and still hold a spe-
cial place in her heart, digital also has
its home.

“I started out learning on my grand-
parent’s 20-year-old SLR camera which
was fully manual. I would shoot mostly
black and white film and complete my
own processing and development in
the dark room. This process is what re-
ally drew me in. There was something
magical about watching your images
gradually appear on the photo paper
while floating in the developer tray un-
der ared light.”

Inspired by black and white landscape
master Ansel Adams whilst studying,
Anna now takes inspiration and learn-
ings from fellow photographers.

“(Adams) would have a final image in
his mind as he pressed the shutter, and
he knew while on location exactly what
he was going to do in the darkroom to
achieve his final image, and he knew
how to push the limits of the medium.

Wefluwence Clothing
CLOSING DOWN SALE

Beautiful clothes/top brands. Evening and casual wear

ALL AT REDUCED PRICES

ANZ Arcade, 32-34 Bair street, Leongatha (opposite IGA carpark) 56625111 or 0409 742 186

ME0127
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“Most auroras and the intricate
details of the stars aren’t
something the human eye can
always see, so for me it comes
back to that magical feeling you
get and that “wow” moment
when you see an image appear
~ onthe back of the camera.”
i ezl =

There is a lot of stigma in today’s
world about “photoshopping” our im-
ages, but in reality, all we have done
is swap the darkroom for a computer
screen.

“Adams manipulated his images in
the darkroom through processing tech-
niques, filters, dodging and burning to
achieve his results, now we do that in-
side a computer program.”

And whilst Anna shudders at some of
her early work, it has all built her into
the competent skilled photographer
she is today, though a few black and
white landscapes developed by hand
still hold a special place in her heart.

“I have many stories to tell from
my (photography) adventures. A few
dropped and broken lenses, I've been
chased by herds of cattle, scared by an
echidna rustling in the bushes at night
and ankle-deep in freezing water to
name but a few.

“I (also) took a bad fall one night at
the wreck of SS Speke, ended up pretty
bruised and sore, but most importantly,
Isaved my camera!”

WESTERNPORTfERRiES

Whilst wild weather has most
hunkered down inside, Anna recalls
the storm that would eventuate into the
Grantville bushfire, bringing down a
huge tree 10 metres from where she sat
in the car on her way home from work.

“It was a timely reminder to always re-
spect Mother Nature.”

On the other hand, there are also the
moments of sheer beauty.

“The Mother’s Day Aurora 2024 was
one of those unforgettable experiences
that you just pinch yourself and ask,
“Did that actually happen?”

“There had been a number of Coronal
Mass Ejections launched from the sun
in the direction of Earth. In the early
hours of May 11, we had our first CME
impact here on Earth.

“I'was up around 6am, as my daughter
had to play netball, but we were covered
in pretty thick cloud. I spent a good part
of the day at the local netball and foot-
ball, and my phone was non-stop ping-
ing with notifications and alerts. I re-
member checking the space weather live
charts at one point — I had never seen the

Westernportferries.com.au orcall 035257 4565

numbers look anything like it, so I knew
something special was happening.

“I arrived home around 5.30pm and
had an hour to get myself fed and out
the door ready for darkness. My two
girls, who after nine years are no strang-
er to me running out into the dark,
asked if they could come - curious
about the auroras. My partner agreed to
bring them out once I could confirm the
conditions.

“Theaded to the Mouth of the Powlett.
Even during the twilight, the aurora
was clearly visible, and the cloud situ-
ation was clearing. I sent my partner a
back-of-camera shot with the message
“It’s on” to which I got a response “We
aren’t going anywhere until they’ve
brushed their teeth!”

“My partner and two girls came out to
meet me. Being able to share this mo-
ment with my family and hear the ab-
solute awe and amazement in my girls’
voices is what made this night even
more special.

“They then went home to bed, and I
continued on my merry way through

the night.

“I headed out to Eagles Nest, back
home in San Remo to pop a battery on
charge, over to Pyramid Rock, back
to San Remo beach stopping briefly at
Cape Woolamai on my way. I didn’t get
home until 4am.

“One thing I have learnt is that events
like this are very rare and when pre-
sented with the opportunity you have
to make the most of it, and pulling an
all-nighter with no sleep was a small
price to pay.

“Some of the naked eye aurora that
night was just jaw-dropping, and not
something I'm likely to forgetin a hurry.”

And whilst life has kept Anna busy and
unable to produce her annual calendar
for the last two years (here’s hoping it
makes a comeback for 2026!), fans can
grab a copy of the BOM 2025 calendar by
visiting shop.bom.gov.au/calendars.

For those looking to purchase spe-
cific works reach out to Anna on her
Seabrae Photos social sites: face-
book.com/seabrae or instagram.com/
seabraephotos.

Sail to French Island, a pristine, off the grid eco destination.
Perfect for nature lovers, cyclists & walkers!
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Leongatha Golf Course
‘never looked better’

THE Leongatha Golf Club is number 60 in
the list of the best 100 public access golf cours-
es in Australia, but you get the impression that
they are determined to climb further up that
list if at all possible.

And, following the appointment of course
superintendent Cal Gray in February 2024, the
course has never looked better and it’s at its
very best right now ahead of what is expected
to be a busy summer of greens fees paying visi-
tors and scheduled competitions and events.

And that’s no disrespect to previous admin-
istrations.

After 14 years at Lang Lang, Cal came in with
a wealth of knowledge about course mainte-
nance and some firm goals around making
the Vern Morcom-designed course the best it
could be and nine months later, it looks a pic-
ture from first tee to 18th green.

So, what have you been concentrating on?

“Just trying to get the course back to its best
condition, back to where it was some years ago.
We’re rated 60th among the top 100 public ac-
cess courses in Australia and we want to stay in
that position, if not better.

“We’ve been working to get the playing sur-
face back to how it’s looking now, our greens,
our fairways, I'd say 80 to 90 per cent back
to where they should be. We’ve been doing a
heavy renovation program. We’ll do that twice
a year. Get the soil correct, and then the grass
follows.

“The course is looking fantastic, it’s awe-
some.”

General Manager Kate Rowe agrees.

“The other thing is that we’ve bought the
equipment to do coring in-house. So, we did
our first in-house coring, completely coring a
month ago and it’s really come back well. De-
lighted.”

The other main development is the upgrad-
ing of the popular driving range with concreted
and synthetic grass practice bays and a newly
sown grass verge, still in the growth phase, but
the driving range is already open and fully op-
erational.

So, if you want to hit a bucket of balls, play a
round or two, check out the pro shop or simply
call by to take a look; there’s never been a bet-
ter time to visit the Leongatha Golf Club.

-

THE green rolling hills of South
Gippsland and Bass Coast are the
byproduct of the region’s consistent
rainfall and moderate climate.

And the region’s golf courses and
golfers are a direct recipient of that.

The local area boasts a number
of Victoria’s best public access golf
courses with the Leongatha Golf
Course ranked 60th best course in
Australia and Yarram Golf Course rat-
ed Australia’s No. 1 Volunteer Run and
Maintained Golf Course.

But equally, Phillip Island, Wont-
haggi, Lang Lang and Korumburra are
all quality golf courses which pres-
ent different challenges and features
while local courses at Mirboo North,
Meeniyan, Foster, Woorayl in Leon-
gatha, Red Rocks Golf Course on Phil-
lip Island and Welshpool are all wor-
thy of a visit.

And a holiday, weekend or day trip
to the region could easily have one or
more of these well-maintained cours-
eson the agenda.

A noticeable trend in golf in recent
years has been the popularity of the
game with young sportsmen from oth-
er codes especially football, initially
using it as passive exercise before ap-
plying their competitive instincts and
driving their handicaps down.

Aswell as rounds of 9 nine holes and
18 holes, most of the local clubs offer
practice facilities including putting
greens and some with driving ranges.
Enjoy.

COME AND PLAY GIPPSLANDS
ONLY TOP 100, COURSE

BOOK ONLINE TO SAVE

10 MINUTES FROM INVERLOCH & 5664 3314

855 Koonwarra-Inverloch Road, Leongatha South ——

HM12170)
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WHERE

T0 GO
GOLFING

Lang Lang Golf Club

90 Golf Club Road | 5659 6284
langlanggolfclub.com.au

Surrounded by scenic forest landscapes
and native wildlife, the course has been
described as a hidden gem. The layout
is a very challenging par 70 with narrow
couch fairways and slick, true putting
surfaces.
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Meeniyan Golf Club

185 Meeniyan-Promontory Road
5664 7490 | meeniyangolf.com.au
Quiet and picturesque 18-hole course
with Santa Ana fairways and excellent
greens. Well-treed and slightly
undulating, with a winding creek that
traverses the course. Wildlife such

as kangaroos, koalas and varieties

of birdlife abound. Has an outdoor
entertaining area.
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Foster Golf Club

7 Reserve Street | 5682 2272
fostergolfclub.com.au

The 18-hole course features flat to
undulating fairways with small
greens: relatively short in length, but
still challenging for all golfing levels.
Visitors welcome, fantastic bar bistro
and events.

The locals are very
Jriendly at the
Wonthaggi Golf

Club with plenty of

kangaroos coming

out later in the day
and into the evening,
usually after the golf
has concluded.

Korumburra Golf Club

250 Korumburra-Warragul Road
56551886 | korumburragolf.com.au
The Korumburra Golf Course hosts one
of the most scenic 18-hole golf courses
in all of Victoria. Visitors and guests are
welcome seven days. Now home to a
state-of-the-art golf simulator.

Leongatha Golf Course

855 Koonwarra-Inverloch Road
5664 3314 | leongathagolf.com.au
A classic Vern Morcom design that has
been a hidden treasure for far too long.
It is a scenic layout that covers terrain
from hilly to gently rolling with wide
Santa Ana couch fairways flanked by
natural bushland.

T’S GOLF SEASON
Too oy aith ai) G

boasts an impressive driving range and
PLAY OUR COURSE

a picturesque 18-hole course, set on
103 acres of natural bushland, you will
18 holes - green fees $40
9 holes - green fees $25

be sure to spot the local kangaroos.

PRACTICE ON YOUR DRIVING RANGE
Small bucket (approx. 50 balls) - $11.50
Large bucket (approx. 100 balls) - $20

BOOKINGS ADVISED « CARTS AVAILABLE: BOOKING ESSENTIAL

OPEN 7 DAYS, 9am - 5pm * Wonthaggi Golf Club Dr Sleeman Drive « Pro Shop 5672 3697

Phillip Island Golf Club

33-44 Settlement Road, Cowes
59521121 | pigc.com.au

Regarded as one of the finest layouts
in regional Victoria. Located walking
distance from central Cowes and only
metres from the beach, the course
carves its way through magnificent
landscape.

Welshpool Golf Club

95 Port Welshpool Rd | 5688 1556
southgippslandgolf.org.au/welshpool

A nine-hole course of 5388 metres is
lightly bunkered and has only slight
undulations, will surprise the visitor.
With its tight fairways, the course is yet
to concede to an under-par score.

Red Rocks Golf Course

(formerly Aussie Golf Ranch)
627A Settlement Road, Cowes
5919 0019 | redrocksgolf.com.au

This beautifully manicured course

uses Bent grass for its greens, fescue

on surrounds and Santa Ana Couch
grass on the fairways and tees. Onsite
accommodation and summer pitch and
putt course.

Wonthaggi Golf Club
McKenzie Street

(11 Dr Sleeman Drive) | 5672 3697
wonthaggigolfclub.rbh49.com

The Wonthaggi Golf Club is a

beautiful country course in the heart

of Wonthaggi. All locals and visitors
welcome. The course is a well-treed and
testing 18-hole layout stretching 5863
metres with a par 72.

Woorayl Golf Club

Recreation Reserve,

Leongatha | 5662 4187
southgippslandgolf.org.au/woorayl
The nine-hole course of 5789 metres

is slightly undulating and lightly
bunkered. It is an all-weather course,
which is in excellent condition all year
round. Located approximately one
kilometre from the Leongatha town
centre.

Yarram Golf Club

42 Golf Links Road | 5182 5596
yarramgolfclub.com

Mirboo North Golf Club

18 Galvins Rd, Mirboo North, 5668
1515 | mirboonorthgolfclub.com.au
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Bass Coast Wonthaggl Summer Agricultural Show

RETURNING bigger and better than
ever the Bass Coast Wonthaggi Show
has plenty to offer holidaymakers and
visitors to the region.

Thousands are expected through
the gates at the Wonthaggi Recreation
Reserve for a spectacular line-up of
events and attractions from 9am on-
wards on Saturday, January 4.

Farm and garden produce will be on
display along with beautiful needlec-
raft. A trophy, $50 cash prize and ro-
sette will be awarded for the judge’s
choice ‘overall’ in memory of Mar-
garet Rixon, whilst the needlecraft
section includes a ‘judge’s choice’ in
memory of Judy Conn.

Collections of homegrown garden
vegetables and fruit will be displayed
in bowls and baskets, and on plates
and boards, alongside home produce

and baked goods.

There are also categories for honey
and honeycomb from a hive, local
eggs, fresh herbs, veggies growing in
a container and decorated saucers of
foliage and flowers.

Decorated boots and decorated re-
cycled items are always a crowd pleas-
er, alongside the children’s classic
sections.

Horse fanciers will be impressed by
a full program of equestrian events,
harness horses, Clydesdales and
blacksmithing demonstrations in-
cluding horseshoeing.

A highlight of the 2025 show will be
the return of the flyball dog trials.

Flyball consists of a relay race be-
tween teams of dogs with each dog
jumping over four hurdles, retrieving
a ball by triggering a flyball box pedal

Saturday January 4th 2025 ~ 9am onwards

Garden & Farm Produce
Cookery Jams & Preserves
Needlecraft Plus Much More
Equestrian & Harness Horses
(lydesdales & Blacksmithing
Dog Flyball

Working Dogs

Utes & 4x4

Animals Nursery

Stilts, Clowns, Balloons

Tractors & Old Fashioned Equipment
Carnival Side Shows

Show Bags And Novelties

A Wide Variety Of Food And Refreshments

| m
A

' il
Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve Korumburra Rd Wonthagg|
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Follow ug on facebook:
Bagg Coagt - Wonthaggi Summer Show
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then returning over the hurdles to the
start line.

Flyball is pure fun for the dogs, han-
dlers and spectators and any dog can
enter regardless of breed, size, shape,
or formal training.

The first team to have all four of
their racing dogs complete a run wins
the heat.

Paul Macphail and his much-prized
Beloka working kelpies will also be
back.

The Bass Coast Wonthaggi Best
Beaut Ute and 4X4 Show is sure to at-
tract plenty of interest as well as trac-
tors and old-fashioned farm equip-
ment.

Children’s artwork will also be on
display.

Lots of fun for the whole family
with live music, clowns, stilt walkers,

DWS

sALWAYS A BARGAIN-

Qullts from
$39.99
Pillow case
set from

Dressmg
gowns
from

$14.99

Sandals
Adult $8
Children $5

Shampoos and
scrubs from

$1.99

Luggage
sets from

$29.99

SUMMER SALE UNTIL SOLD OUT. BE THERE!

FOOD | MANCHESTER | CLOTHING |

carnival rides, showbags, fairy floss,
sideshow alley and a wide variety of
food and refreshments.

Children twelve years and under are
admitted free and entry for adults and
young adults aged thirteen and older
remains at $5.

Entries for pavilion exhibits are free
and accepted up to Thursday, Janu-
ary 2 with judging on Friday, January
3, entries for equestrian events are ac-
cepted on show day.

Circle the date on your calendar, Bass
Coast Wonthaggi Show, Saturday Jan-
uary 4, 9am to 4pm at the Wonthaggi
Recreation Reserve, Wentworth Road,
North Wonthaggi.

For more information email bass-
coastagshow@hotmail.com or look for
Bass Coast Wonthaggi Summer Show
on Facebook.

DIMMEYS
COWES

HW

Quilt cover
sets from

$19.99

Designer
clothing from

$14.99

— |
o
-

Australian made
pillows from

$6.99

Curtains -
Set of 2

$29.99

Fashion
accessories
from

$3.99

Toys from

$3

HM12123

FURNISHING | HOMEWARE | TOYS

209-213 Settlement Road, Cowes Ph: 5611 1999




Timeless artistry,
boundless imagination

THERE is something magical inside
Denis Hawkins’ studio. His voice, his
presence, his artistic suave are part and
parcel to the alluring trust one feels in
his presence.

Unique creations that shimmer in the
sunlight, reworked family heirlooms
that have found a new life, and purpose,
and those who have been treasured be-
yond all else and require a little TLC.

The talents of Mr Hawkins see no
bounds, for his hands create tiny mas-
terpieces in gold, pigment, wood and
metal. You see Mr Hawkins is not just
a jeweller, he is an artist, a woodworker
and sculpture, amongst other talents —
a multipotentiality.

“As long as my hands are working, I'll
be right here creating,” Denis smiled,
explaining that he enjoys working with
his hands.

“I am not going anywhere, anytime
soon!”

In Denis’

world there is no

Leongatha Hospital

model is utilised

The Urgent Care Centre
at Leongatha is open 24
hours a day, 7 days a
week and staffed by
highly qualified nursing
professionals, including
Nurse Practitioners, Rural
and Isolated Practice
Registered Nurses and
Registered Nurses who
are supported by our
medical staff and virtual
Emergency Department
specialists for our virtual
care model. The virtual

overnight and when a
doctor isn’t present.

66 Koonwarra Road, Leongatha

retirement, and that makes sense when
you do something that you love, that
makes you thrive and drives your cre-
ativity every day.

“Others walk through the forest and
see logs and rocks. As I walk I see the
potential - the sculptures, the beauty...”

Denis is currently carving the head
and bust of awoman in Japanese Cedatr.

Black walnut and redgum are other
favourite woods of Denis’ — with pieces
often sitting as ideas form and develop.
There is no such thing as just a table.

Back in the artisan jewellery sphere
Mr Hawkins stands among the rare jew-
ellers who can masterfully create, craft,
and set. And whilst his raw talent flows
effortlessly, he is always reading and
learning. Honing his sKills, learning
new techniques and reading about met-
als and gemstones.

Denis’ handmade creations tell a sto-
ry — a story of artistry, dedication, and
individuality.

HM12206

Each twist of metal, every gemstone
placement, and every polished sur-
face reflects the unique vision of Mr
Hawkins and his recipient. It’s the next
level of craftsmanship.

Denis’ eye and the beauty he createsis
mesmerising.

“There are only two or three of us that
specialise in art deco pieces in Victoria
— because we learnt the old trades and
techniques. People don’t want pieces
that everyone else has.

“It’s pretty special making nice jew-
ellery and knowing people trust me. I
couldn’t give up making jewellery,” De-
nis said.

“Iwas very lucky thatIlearnt to starta
ring from a bar of gold and finish a ring
on the finger.”

Priceless family heirloom restora-
tion, reimagined adornments or new
creations, Denis Hawkins creations
will outlive our lifetime. Jewellery as
unique as the one who wears it.

Phillip Island Winery

414 Berrys Beach Rd,
Summerlands | 8595 2155
phillipislandwinery.com.au

Food is made to be shared. Whether
it’s a catch of the day or locally grown
cut of meat, the menu at Phillip Island
Winery is more than just the sum of its
parts - it’s about creating moments to
remember.

Tucked away on Phillip Island, this
boutique winery offers an unforgetta-
ble experience that celebrates the best
of Gippsland. Whether you’re drawn
by the exceptional wine, fresh local
produce, or vibrant live music, Phillip
Island Winery is a must-visit.

The heart of the experience lies at The
Yards, a charming cellar door that com-
bines wine tastings, a provedore filled
with local delicacies, and thoughtfully
curated gifts to take home. For just $15,
guests can savour a tasting paddle fea-
turing six of the region’s finest wines —
a fee redeemable with the purchase of
two or more bottles.

The warm hospitality and relaxed atmo-
sphere make this winery feel like a home
away from home. Whether you’re seeking
a peaceful afternoon or a lively gather-
ing with friends, Phillip Island Winery’s
“something special” truly shines.

TIMELESS custom-made

jewellery created to

the highest quality

All types of Argyle pink diamonds available

Different grades of strong pink and blush pink at manufacturer prices

DENIS A HAWKINS
MANUFACTURER and SELLER of FINER JEWELLERY

Licensed Second Hand Dealer and Buyer of Scrap Gold and Silver

KOONWARRA STUDIO & GALLERY
11 Swan Road, Koonwarra

Ph: 0428 685 282 www.denisahawkins.com.au

denishawkins8@gmail.com & Denisahawkins
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On the trail of food,
fun and adventure

SPANNING three local government
areas, 14 towns and 129 kilometres, the
Great Southern Rail Trail, stretching
from Nyora in the west to Yarram in the
east, is one of the state’s best bike riding
and walking trails.

The trail, which boasts stunning views
of Wilsons Promontory and Corner Inlet
from the Hoddle Ranges between Foster
and Fish Creek, several major bridges
over the Tarwin River and a chance to
visit the Long Jetty at Port Welshpool was
extended by a further 21 kilometres in
August this year.

The trail is best tackled in bite-sized
sections, for example, the 15.8-kilometre
trail from the picturesque village of Loch
to Korumburra with “the mesmeris-
ing Hilda Falls” along the way. The easy
8.2-kilometre run between Koonwarra
and Meeniyan or the must-do 12.4-kilo-
metre section between Fish Creek and
Foster, for those amazing views.

All along the way, you can stop off for
breakfast, coffee, lunch or dinner at one
of the 14 towns which aside from the
scenery are the real secrets to the success
of the trail, running the length of the old
South Gippsland Railway Line.

And don’t miss the Bass Coast Rail
Trail, soon to be connected to the Great
Southern Rail Trail at Nyora, as the train
lines were back in the day.

The trail covers 21 kilometres from the
old Wonthaggi Railway Station in Murray
Street Wonthaggi and runs to the Woola-
mai Racecourse. A Bass Coast Rail Trail
brochure with further details and a map
can be found at basscoastvic.gov.au/
assets/general-downloads/Recreation-
and-Culture/Rail-Trail-Brochure.pdf

The Grand Ridge Rail Trail which
winds its way over 13 picturesque kilome-
tres between Mirboo North and Boolarra
in the Strzelecki Ranges is another great
option but if you're only going one way,
take the downhill trip from Mirboo North
to Boolarra.

As a rail trail, it is unique in being con-
tinuously along the site of the railway
track and having endpoints easily ac-
cessible within the two towns, and also
having easy access along the track at the
township of Darlimurla. Enjoy.
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visttors are finding
our rail trails

ONE day there’ll be a system of
1100 kilometres of rail trails, across
the length and breadth of Gippsland,
from Mt Hotham in the north-east to
Wonthaggi, Cowes, Stony Point and
Koo Wee Rup in the west.

Ultimately, they say, it will cost
$55m to $60m to connect up the
whole network, with a pitch already
made to government for $7.9m for im-
mediate works.

Called the Gippsland Odyssey trail,
it will be one of the biggest systems of
interconnected bike trails anywhere
in the world and there are plans to
market it to the world as such.

But, the fact is, internationals are
already finding Gippsland’s rail trails,
including the spectacular sections of
the Great Southern Rail Trail through
South Gippsland from Yarram to Ny-
ora and the Bass Coast Rail Trail run-
ning from Wonthaggi to Woolamai,
across the iconic trestle bridge over
Bourne Creek at Kilcunda.

Recently, the Sentinel-Times caught
up with Spanish travellers Mark and
his partner Sol who had just done
that.

Riding down from Sydney, over
the course of three weeks, to be with
family on the Mornington Peninsula
ahead of Christmas, they were full of
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praise for the Gippsland bike trails,
especially those in South Gippsland
and Bass Coast.

“We came across the hills at Mt
Hotham and joined the first trail at
Bruthen and we’ve taken all the trails
we could find since then,” said Mark,
who lives in the south of Spain.

“We came along the Ninety Mile
Beach and picked up the Great South-
ern Rail Trail at Yarram and detoured
off to Wilsons Promontory.

“If we could have found some more
comfortable accommodation we’'d
have stayed longer but two days in the
tent with the wind blowing a hooley
was enough for us. Great scenery

though.”

The duo rode over the Foster hills all
the way to Nyora where they crossed
over to the Bass Rail Trail before join-
ing the bike path to San Remo and
Phillip Island.

“We’ve got a night here to see the
penguins and then we’ll be off on the
ferry in the morning,” said Sol.

“It’s been brilliant,” she said.

And they plan to take their knowl-
edge of the Gippsland trails back with
them to their cycling friends back in
Europe.

“There’s just so much to see and the
rail trails in particular are fantastic,”
said Mark.

[

Ultimately the Gippsland
Odyssey trail will boast one of the
largest networks of bike trails in the
world, but for now, there are still

plenty of completed trails to explore.

Get Ready to Ride with Our E Bike Sales & Hire Services!

We offer convenient online bookings for half-day and full-day hires, complete
with an E Bike, helmet, and lock. Our extensive E Bike stock features a variety of styles,

including step-through, mountain and folding - all available for a test ride.

Don't forget to check out our accessories, such as carriers, helmets, baskets, tyres,
tubes, and pumps and bike packing products, available for purchase at our retail store
in the heart of the Great Southern Rail Trail at Meeniyan.

Book online now for your hire. WWW.greatsouthernride.com.au

GREAL SOULHERN RIDE G

" www.greatsouthernride.com.au 91 Whitelaw Street Meeniyan 0468 477 043 (' [f]




Reclaiming
stand-up

STEPHEN Fullarton’s strength is noth-
ing short of inspiring, especially consider-
ing the challenges he faced in June 2021
after he was rescued from the ocean on
Phillip Island after suffering from a stroke.

Growing up surfing on the Island, Ste-
phen has a good understanding of the
ocean and the conditions, but after a
shoulder accident some years before, he
moved from a surfboard to stand-up pad-
dleboard (SUP) - learning to adapt then
and now three and half years on from
his stroke, Stephen said he has learnt to
adapt to his limitations so he is able to get
back out into the water.

“T'll probably never get into the surf
again, not on a surfboard or surf on a
stand-up paddleboard but I'm certainly
paddling on flat water, and I'm doing a
few kilometres at a time,” said Stephen.

It took near 18 months of recovery for
Stephen to SUP again; however, despite
this challenge, Stephen has shown re-
markable resilience; a time that required
both patience and perseverance.

His next big goal is an ambitious multi-
leg paddle around Phillip Island from Cat
Bay, past Rhyll over to Newhaven and
back to the starting point in Cape Woola-
mai, contingent on favourable weather
conditions.

“T'll do that in four to five different legs,”
Stephen explained. “Now that were get-
ting more favourable weather, I'll head
out more with my two sons.”

Stephen’s sons, Sam (33) and Scott (29),
share his passion for surfing but enjoy the
stand-up paddleboard, often joining him
on the water and paddling three to four
kilometres at a time.

“I tend to paddle locally now, from Cow-
es out to Ventnor, or the other way, de-
pending on the tide,” said Stephen. “T do
want to go out to the Penguin Parade from
around Cape Woolamai, I've done this be-
fore, but I'd like to do it continuously.”

These goals are a testament to Stephen’s
strength and the progress he has made
since his recovery. “The longest paddle
we’ve done was 13 kilometres and that
took three hours,” said Stephen. “Four
weeks prior to my stroke, three of us went
to Orbost, and we paddled 35 kilometres
down the Snowy River from up in the
mountains and back to Orbost and that
was just magnificent — taking us nearly
seven and a half hours.”

Stephen shared that having the knowl-
edge of the tide and the wind, he has pad-
dled at Wilson’s Prom and several rivers
and estuaries in Gippsland, he just loves
taking in the untouched scenery.

“Stand-up paddleboarding is a fabulous
way to experience the waterway.”

CLEAl\I CAR
CLEAl\I DOG

% CLEAN WASHING

e —
We have it all at EzyAs Car Wash & Laundrette LAUNDRETTE DOG'WASH

. Self-service laundrette on site.
Car wash featuring: ® Brush free wash ® Manual wash Large commercial Do it yourself coin

m High quality wax & soap B Vacuum & fragrance washers and dryers. operated dog wash.

EZYAS CAR WASH & LAUNDRETTE 112-11 6 McKENZIE ST, WONTHAGGI cash 7 PayWave available

HM12151
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Why Wonthaggi is a
destination town

WONTHAGGT'S role as a business, com-
mercial, retail, health, education and govern-
ment-services centre is its main game.

The town has several of the ‘big box’ stores
including Bunnings, Kmart, Harvey Norman,
Big W, Forty Winks and Cheap as Chips with
BCF and Supercheap on the way.

Of course, there’s also McDonalds and KFC
and a wide selection of retail and other ser-
vices in a busy commercial centre.

But a broad range of other attractions have
turned Wonthaggi into a destination town as
well.

Whether it’s going underground at the State
Coal Mine, setting off on the Bass Coast Rail
Trail to spectacular Kilcunda, racing at the
motocross track located on West Area Road,
the cinema, the art galleries and more; there
really is a lot to do in the regional centre.

Another plus has been the $1.77 million re-
development of Wonthaggi Guide Park on the
western entrance to town, an awesome play
space not only offering a mine-themed slide
tower, flying foxes, a trampoline, carousel,
gentle exercise area and nature-based play
but also drinking fountain, bike racks, path-
ways, fencing, BBQs and picnic tables.

Make Wonthaggi your ‘must stop’ place
on your visit to the Bass Coast and South
Gippsland area.

 Books to cure wet we

TOO cold and wet for the beach?

Look no further than the Ramala-
ma Book Exchange in McBride Ave-
nue Wonthaggi for a time-honoured
cure to wet weather cabin fever.

“We’ve been in the book business
for eighteen years,” said Nitjawan
Norton.

Any day during the holidays can
be perfect for sitting down with a
good book.

Family members of all ages can
enjoy spending quality time sorting
through ten thousand book titles
on the Ramalama Book Exchange
shelves.

You can also find long-forgotten

film titles on DVD or popular music
on CD’s.

In between heat waves, wet weath-
er can last several days on the Bass
Coast.

What you buy today from Ramala-
ma you can exchange tomorrow and
earn up to fifty per cent off your next
purchase.

Discover out-of-print books that
you can no longer purchase new to
complete your collection from a fa-
vourite author.

Classic titles are a specialty at Ra-
malama particularly hard to find
Stephen King novels.

Summer holidays are the perfect

2 00
ather cabin fever
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time for the whole family to catch
up with their reading.

Illustrated books for children,
young adult reading for teenagers,
crime, romance, horror, mystery,
military, art, cooking, craft and a
large Australian section are all ca-
tered for at the Ramalama Book Ex-
change.

Ask Nitjawan or David Norton to
help with your selection.

Ramalama Book Exchange, the
little bookshop in Wonthaggi where
everyone gets a bargain.

Follow Ramalama Book Exchange
Wonthaggi on Facebook or go to Ra-
malama Book Exchange on eBay.
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Rigby
homemakers
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MASSIVE

NEW YEAR SALE
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&4 Posturepedic

Sleepmaker

All furniture
& bedding

UP TO 50% OFF

SAVE, SAVE, SAVE ...
WHILE YOU CAN!

Righy
homemakers

24 Inverloch Rd Wonthaggi Ph 5672 5906

furnish your dreams

JA22725
=
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Canvas
ofyour
dreams

EVERY summer, the Leongatha Me-
morial Hall transforms into a dazzling
kaleidoscope of creativity, pulling the
strings of imagination like a maestro
conducting an orchestra.

Capturing the creative souls over 48
years, this 21-day spectacle has grown
from humble beginnings into one of
the region’s premier artistic showcas-
es, and this January is no different.

The 2025 Leongatha Art & Photog-
raphy Show promises to be as vibrant
as ever, with entries flooding in from
every corner of Victoria, interstate,
and beyond. Artists and photogra-
phers - seasoned professionals and
eager amateurs alike - vie for recogni-
tion in an impressive array of 22 award
categories. From the delicate dance
of light and shadow in monochrome
photography to the tactile beauty of
3D creations, the show celebrates the

boundless forms of artistic expression.

This year’s event is set to dazzle with
its hallmark awards, including the cov-
eted Best in Show, valued at $1500 - a
nod to the most outstanding piece in
the competition.

Meander through the exhibition
and be treated to a sensory feast with
categories for all ages and abilities.
Paintings in rich oil hues capture
Gippsland scenery; intricate pencil
sketches seem to whisper the sto-
ries of their subjects. Photographs
- some unaltered, others digitally
transformed - freeze moments in
time, their depth and beauty evoking
gasps of admiration. The sculptural
3D pieces, meanwhile, demand to be
touched with the eyes, offering a tac-
tile intimacy that invites prolonged
wonder.

Renowned and highly regarded, the

m Panthers menswear

All Jeans, Short Sleeved Shirts, Shorts and Polos

SALES COMMENGES
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27
UNTIL SATURDAY, JANUARY 4

Conditions apply - Floor Stock only.
Excludes Gift vouchers and uniform sales

m Panthers menswear

20 McCARTIN STREET, LEONGATHA PH 5662 5550

118 GRAHAM STREET, WONTHAGGI PH 5672 5644
www. panthersmenswear.com

ME0128

Leongatha Art & Photograph Show
in 2024 saw one in five guests travel
from metropolitan Melbourne, while
others wove their way from across the
Australian mainland and Tasmania
and even overseas.

Funds raised through commissions,
entry fees, and raffle sales ripple out-
wards, aiding Leongatha Rotary Club
projects locally and globally. Inspir-
ing creativity, inspiring change.

For the 2025 edition, surprises
await — perhaps in the form of an ink-
drenched masterpiece that captures
the essence of Gippsland’s gum trees
or a young artist’s mixed medium that
reframes the ordinary into the extraor-
dinary. The People’s Choice Award,
with its $300 prize, promises to excite.

So jump in the car, or stroll into
town, the Memorial Hall in Leongatha
is where it’s all at.

Riverview Hotel
11-15 River Drive, Tarwin Lower
5663 5211 | riverviewhotel.au

SITUATED in the serene riverside town
of Tarwin Lower, the Riverview Hotel is
the perfect place to sit back, take in the
live music and satisfy the tastebuds.

With weekly menu specials that cater
to every craving, diners can enjoy hearty
favourites like $25 steaks on Mondays,
$22 parmas on Tuesdays, and $20 burg-
ers on Thursdays.

Outside of the specials, indulge in Mo-
roccan spiced calamari, bourbon glazed
ribs, kingfish ceviche or freshly shucked
oysters, amongst a list of entrees and
shared plates, salads, mains, dinner spe-
cials and desserts.

The hotel truly comes alive on week-
ends with live music every Friday, Sat-
urday night, and Sunday afternoon.
Whether you're unwinding after a long
week or gathering with friends, the live-
ly atmosphere and talented local musi-
cians make every visit unforgettable.

Open seven days a week from 1lam
to late, Riverview Hotel offers the per-
fect blend of delicious food, good vibes,
and warm hospitality. Plus, with a con-
venient courtesy bus service, it’s never
been easier to make it your go-to in
Tarwin Lower.

Leongatha

Rotary
Club

2025

ART & PHOTOGRAPHY

Saturday 18 Jan 25 to
Saturday 8 Feb 25

6 #leongatha rotary

Visit the web site for details.
www.leonartshow.com.au

E: rotaryleongatha.artshow@gmail.com

Sl & &

L]
memorial hall
Cnr McCartin Street
& Michael Place, Leongatha
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Something for you,
something for others

THE ethos at Mates Gin is pretty
special. Over 50 per cent of their
profits each year goes to charities
to help better our communities.

Founded by Kim Richardson,
the social enterprise’s distillery
door is open Fridays from 4-8pm
and weekends from 1-5pm, and is
the bee’s knees.

Sun shining this summer sur-
render to the bold cardamom
base blended lightly with notes
of liquorice and lemon, finished
with a carefully curated drop
of Bass Coast honey for a Sweet
Surender - the 2024 addition to
the collection.

And favourites are on hand with
the Signature Bass Dry, Zesty
Mates and Miners Pick gins also
guaranteed to satisfy.

Offering cocktails and gin
flights, alongside local beers,
wine, ciders, soft drinks and food
pop in this weekend.

Where something for you cre-
ates something for others.

Indulgein The Bees Knees

Ingredients

« 60ml Sweet Surrender Gin
« 10ml Honeycomb syrup

« Dash lime

» Dark soda

«Ice

« Sugar and lime to garnish

Method

1. Rim your cocktail glass with the
sugar and add a ball or cube of
ice into the glass.

2.In a cocktail shaker add ice, gin,
honeycomb and lime. Shake it
up!

3. Pour into your glass and top with
dark soda.

4. Garnish with a wedge of lime.

Seafoo

feast

... With Executive Chef Subhajit

I WAS born in Kolkata, a city re-
nowned for its vibrant culture and
variety of seafood. Growing up in a
joint family of over 20 individuals,
I was exposed to the art of cooking
from a tender age.

At four years old, I would often
watch my mother cook, and it was
during one such instance that I ac-
cidentally burned my hand. This
incident, however, sparked a pas-
sion for cooking within me, and I
began learning the fundamentals of
home cooking under my mother’s
guidance.

By the age of fourteen, I had devel-
oped a profound interest in cooking
and started volunteering in our fam-
ily’s Indian dessert wholesale and
retail business. Following this, I at-
tended the International Institute of
Hotel Management in Kolkata, where
I specialised in Culinary Arts.

Upon completing my studies, I em-
barked on a journey to work in high-
end restaurants, country clubs, and
hotels across the globe, including
India, Malaysia, Italy, Australia, and
more, accumulating over 12 years of
experience.

As a professional member of the
Australian Culinary Federation and
a young chef Olympic mentor, I have
had the privilege of contributing to the
culinary world. My accomplishments
include being a TripAdvisor People’s
Choice winner for the number one
seafood restaurant.

Currently, I hold the position of Ex-
ecutive Chef at The Wonthaggi Club,
where I strive to provide the commu-
nity with exceptional multi-cuisine
dining experiences. I invite you to visit
us and indulge in our signature dishes
at The Wonthaggi Club, located at 16
McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi.

Subhajit’s
Signature Fusion
Lobster Mornay

« 1 whole cooked Lobster
cut in half

« 15 grams unsalted butter

+ 20 grams garlic cloves,
minced

+ 40 ml white wine

+100ml milk

Poppy Seed and
Cashew Pesto

+ 30 grams cashew nuts
10 grams poppy seed
« 1 tsp Dijon mustard

Pistachio Crumble

- 1 tsp pistachios, crushed
1/4 salt

- 1tbsp finely chopped parsley

Method

Preheat the oven grill or
broiler to high heat.

Gently separate the lobster
meat from its shell, ensuring
the shell remains intact.
Divide the lobster meat into
bite-sized portions.

In a saucepan, melt butter
over medium heat, then
add garlic and sauté€ for 30
seconds or until fragrant,
avoiding burning.

Add flour, stirring rapidly for
one minute.

Pour in wine and half of the
milk, stirring quickly. Add the
remaining milk, continuing to
stir until the mixture appears
smooth and thick.

Incorporate poppy seed and
cashew pesto.

Although the mixture may
initially appear lumpy, it will
smooth out with continued
stirring.

Fill the shells with the lobster
and sauce, topping with the
remaining cheese. Grill (broil)
for 3 to 5 minutes or until the
cheese has melted and turned
golden brown.

Garnish with chopped parsley
and pistachio’s crumble.

Serve immediately,
accompanied by salad and hot
chips (fries).

Uhere se
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Locally made unique craft gin

Offering Mates Gin flights - sample
each of our locally made gins, selection
of cocktails, local beer, wine and food

Friday 4 - 8pm,
Saturday and Sunday 1 - 5pm

HM12162




South Gippsland Garlic Festival is back in 2025

Indulge in the aroma, savour the taste, take home a rare varietal,
learn about its potent prowess, and meet the proud growers of the revered
culinary delight that is garlic, at the South Gippsland Garlic Festival.

HELD over the long weekend in March, Sat-
urday 8 is when garlic lovers are invited to come
along, wander down Garlic Street and meet the
dedicated, local growers proffering their freshly
harvested and cured garlic crops.

These are small, passionate growers who put
their hearts into every clove, producing hard-to-
grow and rare cultivars that can’t be found on su-
permarket shelves.

Find creole varieties such as Rojo de Castro and
Spanish Roja, renowned for their superb blend of
spicy and complex flavours, hot and zingy when
eaten raw and mellowed to deliciousness when
cooked.

Among others, Monaro Purple, Tasmanian
Purple, Purple Stripe and Italian Late varieties
will be on offer, with a milder hit while raw and a
wonderfully nutty flavour when cooked.

Home gardeners can learn how to grow garlic
at home and with what varietals, from the doyen
of Australian garlic Penny Woodward, who will
be presenting as part of The Garlic Institute Ses-
sions.

Other expert growers will be sharing their se-
crets of success in the Institute’s series of talks
and education sessions throughout the day.

Aspotlight will be on growers who are relatively
new to the industry, and who will share their ex-
periences and encourage others to start or keep

growing garlic at home or commercially too.

Home cooks can get inspired and elevate their
culinary game at the festival kitchen.

Simon Toohey, a contestant from Season 11 of
MasterChef, will be the host of the festival kitch-
en and he’ll be keeping four local chefs in line
while they hold demonstrations of cooking and
preserving with garlic.

Mouths will be watering before too long and
a great range of food vendors will satisfy appe-
tites, each offering a dish with Australian garlic
as the hero.

A garlic food passport will be available for
those more adventurous and wanting to try a
few novelty dishes, think garlic beer or garlic
ice cream, (which may or may not sate the ap-
petite).

A festival bar will exclusively showcase local
distillers, wineries and brewers and will be set
up close to the stage, so punters can enjoy the
live music from a range of great artists.

A dedicated entertainment space for the kids
will have the little ones laughing along with
Dinkum Dinosaurs, alongside other great acts
and activities.

For those visiting from Melbourne and fur-
ther afield who wish to further explore the re-
gion a village display will have a range of tourist
information available.

Celebrating Gippsland, regional

and artisanal producers

- BAKERY - GROCERY - MEAT - DAIRY - EGGS - KITCHENWARE
READY MADE MEALS AND MORE...

I'HI

BURRA

PANTRY
.~ LARDER

HOURS: MON-TUES CLOSED - WED-FRI 10-5PM - SAT 9-4PM - SUN 11-4PM
51 Commercial Street, Korumburra Phone: 0419 001 666
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EXPLORE
SOUTH GIPPSLAND
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South Gippsland is full of activities that can be enjoyed in the summer season. Here are just a few of the
many things to see and do in our region.

Great Southern Rail Trail
The Trail spans 130 kilometres between Nyora and Yarram. When you use the Rail Trail, don't forget to call into the various
townships along the route to experience the friendliness and charm of country living.

Coal Creek

Coal Creek offers visitors a unique experience to step back in time and immerse yourself in life of the early 1900s.
Throughout the year, the Park also becomes a hub for live entertainment and exhibitions, hosting artists from around the
globe. Whether you're after a historic experience or contemporary event, Coal Creek offers a little something for everyone.

Markets
From fresh produce to local crafts, South Gippsland boasts a number of farmers and artisanal markets. Every weekend is an

opportunity to explore a new town and community hospitality. Support local and enjoy all the region has to offer at our many
markets.

Beaches

Summer is synonymous with the beach so it's only fitting that a visit to the coast is on your summer checklist. From Venus
Bay to Wilsons Promontory and all the swimming spots in between, South Gippsland offers a myriad of beach activities.
Walk, swim, surf, fish, paddleboard, kayak the list goes on.

For more ideas, please contact our friendly Visitor Information Centre team on 1800 630 704 or call in and say hello. The
Visitor Information Centre is located in Foster (Main Street).

Visit our website for event, accommodation, dining, touring or shopping information: www.visitsouthgippsland.com.au

Summer in South Gippsland Checklist

1. Visit Wilsons Promontory National Park

Picnic at Agnes Falls Scenic Reserve

Stroll through the Lyrebird Forest Walk

Walk to the top of Mount Nicoll

Drive the Grand Ridge Road

Discover the Walkerville lime kilns

N o A~ N

Sample delicious boutique wine, beer, cider and

spirits

©

Visit the Loch suspension bridge

9. Attend one of the regions many live

performances and events

10. Fish along the banks of the Tarwin River

11. Visit our art galleries, exhibitions and events

12. Learn about Lennie Gwyther and his pony

Ginger Mick

13. Explore our villages and sample amazing local

produce

14. Walk the Point Smythe Nature Trail

15. Visit the Long Jetty in Port Welshpool

DISCOVER | SUMMER 2024/25
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Cakes, pastries, and breakfast ﬁt for a King

“CREAM and jam with your scones
Ma’am?”

Graze Deli and Bakehouse in McBride
Avenue Wonthaggi will place a dollop of
cream on your scone first with lashings
of jam to follow if you prefer scones in
the royal tradition.

How would they know?

Chef Alan Earle would know.

Having started his career at the Sa-
voy Hotel in London Alan will neither
confirm nor deny he has cooked for the
Queen or King, royal etiquette requiring
the utmost discretion.

Chef Earle and his wife and business
partner, Karen, refuse to cut corners on
quality ingredients.

“I only use butter in my cooking,” said
Alan.

“Lard and shortening may be much
cheaper but they are not good for you.”

Located in the heart of Wonthaggi,

Graze Deli and Bakehouse serves great
sandwiches, burgers and the finest
quality delicatessen cheeses and meats
sourced locally and overseas.

“We have an extensive range of fresh
meats and cheeses along with dry pro-
duce such as pasta, sauces and stocks.”

The range of cakes at Graze Deli and
Bakehouse is awesome and delicious.

For a Sunday treat try Graze Deli’s clas-
sic egg custard tart made in the time-
tested tradition of the Channel Islands.

A chef for over thirty years working in
some of the world’s finest Michelin-rat-
ed restaurants Alan brought his young
family to Kilcunda for a better lifestyle.
Sponsored by the Killy Pub, Alan and
Karen quickly fell in love with the Bass
Coast.

“The Savoy Hotel was a long time ago,
but, at the time, it was one of the most
prestigious hotels in the world - you
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COME IN RELAX AND ENJOY
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Leave your willpower at the door and surrender
to the irresistibly divine cake selection.

to the high-quality ingredients and

(Graze

Deh & Bakehouse

Open: Mon-Fri 9-6pm | Sat-Sun 9-4pm | Catering available

Every mouthful is handcrafted
with care, dedication and respect

the artistry of taste the proof'is
definitely in our pudding.

Try our:

Artisan smallgoods
Boutique cheeses
Handmade arancini & quiche
High end deli products

ME0150

Email: grazedeliandbakehouse@outlook.com | Phone: 5674 5659

28-30 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi
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did everything.”

Including preparing food for Bucking-
ham Palace it seems. ¢

Alan Earle sticks to traditional recipes
and makes his own bread.

Breakfast can include Spanish, Italian “We have an
or Turkish eggs cooked to perfection. .

Surprise yourself with French toast extenswer ange
‘pain perdu’ so authentic you could be of fresh meats
sitting in Jersey or Calais overlooking
the English Channel if not for the Bass and cheeses
Coast’s warm summer weather. ;

Graze Deli and Bakehouse also make along with dry
their own cheeses. produce such as
di(sjlkll.ef Earle is coy about his signature pa sta, sauces

“The family eats everything I cook, as and stocks.”
long as they’re not doing the cooking.”

Our advice would be to try Alan’s
Cheesy Bun Baxter Burger or a smash- ‘
ing meat pie or sausage roll hot from the
oven.

- THEES.

The Embroiderers Guild, Victoria l
LEONGATHA BRANCH

Exhibition of
Embroidery and
Textile Art

NATURE
invall ity
GLORY

Daker Centre
23 Smith Street Leongatha

11-12 JANUARY 2025

10am-4pm daily
Gold coin admission

Red Cross catering
light refreshments
Hand-made gifts for sale
Raffle




Hip out
this
summer

KID’S fun is covered this January
with Summersalt Gymnastics Sum-
mer Holiday Program back from Mon-
day, January 13!

With no experience required, regu-
lars and visitors to the coast are wel-
come to come along and join in the
flipping good fun; a perfect indoor ac-
tivity to escape the sweltering heat or
a cold, rainy day; keep the kids active
and entertained.

Burn off lil-groms energy as they
build confidence, develop fine motor
skills and confidence, whilst having
the time of their lives and letting their
imagination run wild.

For those school-aged let their
imagination thrive as they create, in-
novate and learn through play. Prac-
tising their ninja and trampoline
skills, amongst an array of others.

Catering for a range of ages and
talents, owner Chelsea Caple has de-
signed a convenient online timetable
for parents to pre-register their chil-
dren’s holiday session.

Two, one-hour sessions will run
every Wednesday from 9.30am until
10.30am and 10.30am until 11.30am
for children aged one year to pre-
school; and on Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday, movement edu-
cators will run two, two-hour sessions
for kinder to teens, from 9.30am until

MON TUES

0:30- 11:30  9:30- 11:30

11:30 - 1:30 1130 - 1:30

HOCK LM

WED

School Age
11:30 - 1.30

[RAMPOLINES

1YR - PRE SCHOOL $17.50
WONTHAGGI

11.30am and 11.30am until 1.30pm,
plus a Wednesday session from
11.30am until 1.30pm.

“During our one-year to pre-school
hour, grown-up assistance is required
to help those little ones settle in and
to give them a helping hand - having
their parent or guardian there helps
them build their confidence and en-
joy their lesson,” said Chelsea.

“However; the kinder to teens class
will be held as a drop-off session, giv-
ing parents the opportunity to drop
and go; head out for a coffee or visit
those local attractions that the kids
just aren’t up for.”

Children will be supervised by Sum-
mersalt movement educators whilst
they enjoy the fun of the summer pro-
gram, helping them meet new friends
and enjoy their summer school holi-
days.

SUMMEHASALT

13TH JAN - 24TH JAN

THURS FRI

School Age School Age 1yr-Preschool School Age School Age
9:30 - 10:30

10:30 - 11:30 9:30- 1130  9:30- 11:30

11:30 - 1:30  11:30 - 1.30

N“\\S“cs
G

SCHOOL AGE $32

Celebrating a special occasion in
January? Don’t miss out with birth-
day party slots available between
2.30pm - 4pm between January 13
and 24.

And the fun doesn’t stop when the
holidays finish. Flipping Freestyle is
the newest addition to the term time-
table, allowing those six to ninety—
nine years to pop in on a Tuesday be-
tween 5.30pm - 6.30pm for a casual
class. Plus, all the favourite regular
classes will be back.

So why wait! Jump on in for a flip-
ping good time.

The summer program will be $17.50
for an hour session and $32 for a two-
hour session. Bookings can be made
online summersaltgym.com.au. All
participants are recommended to
bring a drink bottle and socks for the
bouncy trampolines.

Town with a view

looks better than ever

EVEN after you've driven along the
Bass Highway towards Wonthaggi thou-
sands of times, the view across the spec-
tacular shoreline at Kilcunda, as you
crest the hill on the western side of town
never ceases to delight.

But there are even more reasons now
to pull over and take in the view, stop for
abeer on the deck of the iconic Killy Pub,
call in at the reimagined Kilcunda Gen-
eral Store or enjoy lunch at the fabulous
delicatessen in Udder & Hoe.

The highway stop with the killer view
has had a real makeover in the past year
with the State Government investing $7.8
million to improve traffic flow, safety and
accessibility. Traffic lights, service lane
and better-defined parking have trans-
formed the town which is continuing to
grow as a residential option.

There’s a terrific skatepark beside the
Oceanview Holiday Park on the ocean
side of the road where the Bass Coast
Rail Trail heads off towards the Trestle
Bridge and near where you’ll find access
to the George Bass Walk access, both of-
fering equally spectacular ways to enjoy
the magnificent scenery.

You’'ve probably seen more and more
people sitting out there on a sunny day,
at the pub or in front of The Sticks, enjoy-
ing a coffee, lunch, a beer and the view
and that’s especially likely to be the case
when the summer hits its peak this year.

" Intcgratcd

o2 *’ Nutritional Tésting

"."

Holistic
Wc"bcing

Kincsiologg
Massagc
Reiki

ACUPFCSSUI"C

sanctua ry

kilcunda

ME0158

Foran aPPointmcn’c,
Plcasc Phonc

0458 76% 186

www.sanctuarykilcu nda.com.au
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The Westernport Hotel
161 Marine Parade, San Remo
5678 5205 | thewesternport.com.au

THERE’S nothing better than good
pub food done well, live music and a
place where thongs, boat shoes and
Blundstones come together.

Where ‘collars up’ is okay, but ‘no col-
lar’ is better, where the beer glass has
those little pearls of ice on the outside,
and your favourite whiskey winks at
you from the top shelf.

It’s unashamedly cracking parmas
made from real chicken breast and
homemade napoli. Fish straight from
the boat and a James Squire beer bat-
ter. Gippsland beef, or the best pork
ribs getting around.

And, it’s always been about the mu-
sic at The Westernport, where stars are
made, and mind-blowing gigs happen.

When an impromptu sleep-over
beckons, when you've danced the
night away, there’s great pub accom-
modation upstairs.

To top it off, not only do The West-
ernport love throwing a party, but
they love throwing your party — con-
tact them today about functions and
events of any size or description.

The perfect spot to unwind after a
day at the races.

Off and racing at Woolamai and Stony Creek

WHETHER it’s under the spread-
ing shade of the huge elm trees at the
Woolamai Racetrack or enjoying the
family fun at Stony Creek, you can
experience country racing at its best
at these two popular racecourses over
the summer.

The local racing season has already
kicked off at Woolamai on November
30 and December 21 and we’re all set
for the end-of-year celebrations at
Woolamai on Saturday, December 28
and at Stony Creek on Monday, De-
cember 30.

Racing dates are as follows:
 Saturday, December 28 Woolamai

Whirlwind Race Day
« Monday, December 30 Brandt Fam-

ily Fun Day at Stony Creek
« Saturday, January 4 Saturday Racing

at Stony Creek
« Saturday, January 11 Woolamai Kids
Day Out

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF
UNIQUELY CRAFTED ELEGANCE

ENGAGEMENT RINGS « CUSTOM PIECES « JEWELLERY REMODELLING

LACY

132 WHITELAW STREET, MEENIYAN, VIC, 3956
Contact Us - (03) 5664 0055

= info@lacyjewellery.com.au » www.lacyjewellery.com.au

ME0156 - Photos: Coast Magazine
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- Sunday, January 12 School Holiday

Racing at Stony Creek
- Saturday, February 8 Alex Scott &

Staff Woolamai Cup
- Sunday, February 9 Publicans Day at

Stony Creek
- Saturday, March 1 Phillip Island

Health Hub Day at Woolamai
«Sunday, March 9 Ladbrokes Stony

Creek Cup

Woolamai and District Race Club
Secretary Abby Boyle said the club
is as popular as ever with racegoers,
trainers and jockeys.

“We’ve been making regular im-
provements at the racecourse, re-
moving our old toilets and erecting
a new toilet block and concreting all
the sheds and pavilions which is good
news for the customers and also for
our staff,” said Ms Boyle recently.

“We’re booked out for hospitality
sites this Saturday but we certainly

MEET &

welcome everyone to come along
through general admission.”

Not to be left out, Stony Creek Rac-
ing Club is also officially launching
its season this Monday, December 30,
well and truly in the festive season
with their Brandt Family Fun Day, fol-
lowed up on Saturday, January 4 with
the club’s big School Holiday Race
Meeting.

Thanks to further funding from the
State Government, announced in Sep-
tember by Minister for Racing Antho-
ny Carbines, customer services have
received a major makeover including
upgrades to the public bar, the TAB
area that will feature a new customer
service hub, and the race day office.
There will also be a new alfresco deck
and shade sail.

See you at Stony Creek... or for pic-
nic racing at its best at Woolamai over
the summer.

GREET

JEFF FENECH
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VETERANS

By Eva Rinaldi - https://www.ickr.com/photos/evarinaldiphotography

SATURDAY,
JANUARY 18

THE INLET HOTEL,
INVERLOCH

3PM TILL LATE

RAISING AWARENESS

TO VETERAN SUICIDE,

HOMELESSNESS AND
ADDICTION

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY:

GUARDIAN,
CLANCY’S PRINTING SERVICE,
INVERLOCH COMMUNITY HUB,
CASELLA AND CALBRIA WINES,

NONNAS BAKERY AND
THE INLET HOTEL

19073849771/, CC BY-SA 2.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=26752107

BOOKINGS: 03 5674 1481

HM12175
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FREE ENTERTAINMENT FOR THE KIDS
INC. FACE PAINTING, PONY RIDES,
KELLY SPORTS ACTIVITIES AND MORE

FOOD TRUCKS + LIVE MUSIC + FASHIONS ON THE FIELD

... Private marquees, picnic tables,umbrella, bean bag packages
available with full catering - QR code provided below for bookings

GENERAL ADMISSION $15 - KIDS FREE

Bus services available from local & nearby costal towns

4 ladbrokes  |TAC :=
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Walk V

WILSON’S Promontory is one of Aus-
tralia’s best-loved and most accessible
National Parks.

And everyone who comes to ‘The
Prom’ finds their own special place,
their own reason for loving the Prom.

Whether it’s the sense of arrival that
the first rugged view of Whisky Bay
and Picnic Bay provides as you travel
along Wilsons Promontory Road full of
expectation.

Or maybe it’s the looming spectre of
Mt Oberon, the wide expanse of the
beach at Norman Bay, the 350-million-
year-old granite rock formations, the
crystal-clear water, the quick camara-
derie of the camping ground, the con-
vict-built lighthouse or the bush as far
as the eye can see...

There’ll be something in particu-
lar about the Prom that will take on a

our

Iy

special significance for every visitor
and the best way to find your piece of
the Prom is by walking.

And that’s the beauty of the Prom.
It’s just as good on a cool autumn day
or a sunny summer afternoon when
you have the choice between overnight
walks and easy day strolls, or simply
reading a book in a shady campsite or
a glorious beach day at Whisky Bay.

The walks, though, are the best way
to introduce yourself to the Prom, or
to revive past memories and among
the best are two walks close to home at
Tidal River:

1. The Loo-Errn Track to Tidal River
and Squeaky Beach walk:

The Squeaky Beach walk of four ki-
lometres takes about 1.5 hours. Wind-
ing along the Tidal River banks to-
wards the coastline, this two-part walk

to a special piece of The Prom

connects Loo-Errn track with Squeaky
Beach walk. Loo-Errn is an easy
30-minute walk and, with wheelchair
access, it’'s perfect for people with
limited mobility. Start at Tidal River’s
information centre and wander the
boardwalks through swamp paper-
bark forest and over delicate wetlands
to the river. Walk over the footbridge,
where you can fish or watch for birds.
Here, you can also take a short detour
to Pillar Point, where the lookout of-
fers awe-inspiring views over Norman
Bay and the islands. Back on the Tidal
River footbridge, follow the Squeaky
Beach Track (for one hour) to stroll
along white quartz sand that squeaks
beneath your feet.
2. Mount Oberon Nature Walk:

This seven Kkilometre walk takes
two hours and is rated at moderate to

."I'. i
S R

difficult. Watch the vegetation change
on this steady two-hour return climb
to Mount Oberon’s summit. Start at the
Telegraph Saddle car park and follow
the short series of steps to the rocky out-
crops on the mountaintop. At the sum-
mit, you’ll be rewarded with panoramic
views over Tidal River, the coast and
offshore islands. Be sure to pack warm
clothing as the summit can be cool and
windy even during summer.

The Lilly Pilly Gully Nature Walk is an-
other walk close to Tidal River that’s well
worth an hour and a half of your time.

Overnight walks to the Lighthouse
and other Wilsons Promontory land-
marks are others worth pursuing.

Check out the Wilsons Promontory
day walks at parks.vic.gov.au/places-
to-see/parks/wilsons-promontory-na-
tional-park/things-to-do/day-walks.

414 Berrys Beach Rd, Ventnor

phillipislandwinery.com.au
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161 MARINE PARADE, SAN REMO
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Discover the LT TGN

PERFECT all year round. That’s the
temperature of the State Coal Mine
and we were surely glad when we vis-
ited on a sweltering hot day to experi-
ence the slightly varied mine tour. It’s
also perfect for those over five years
of age on wet days!

Not for the faint hearted, the un-
derground mine tours are back at the
State Coal Mine after a hiatus. There’s
only one catch: It’s a walking tour,
and that means descending the steep
tunnel gradient, following in the
footsteps of the miners themselves.
It’s a spectacular way to experience
the mine.

Our journey starts above ground
with Parks Victoria Ranger Elio Pias-
ente. Explaining how the State Coal
Mine came to be in 1909, we were
filled with fun facts and information.

Did you know that red stone, a by-
product of the mine, was used for the
1956 Melbourne Olympic running
track?

With coal estimated to be more
than 150 million years old and tun-
nels encompassing nearly 5000 Ki-
lometres, almost 17 million tonnes of
coal was produced in the 59 years of
operation.

Hard hats on it was time to head
underground.

Fellow visitors reminisced on their
first visits to the mine, which includ-
ed the late pit pony ‘Cobber’ and cart
transporting them underground, for
others, it was the open carriages.

As the heat picked up outside, the
mine was perfect. According to Elio
and the team, underground is the
perfect temperature all year round,
rain, hail, or shine.

Whilst a team of volunteers work

underground once a week, ensuring
the safety, upkeep and preservation,
the authentic nature of the mine pro-
vides the perfect step back in time, a
time when one can experience the
primitive conditions of black coal
mining.

Kicking the thunderbox to shoo the
rat away, to miners’ lunchboxes being
tin, Elio and the team of guides are
filled with fascinating stories and in-
formation.

Did you know - For years at Wont-
haggi the question was: “How long
will the mines last?” The reply was:
“Aslong as Dr Sleeman”.

The very day that the last mine
closed Dr Sleeman died. (Wonthaggi
Express, December 21, 1968)

Above ground, there is plenty to see
and do. Say hi to the canaries, peep
inside an old Miners Cottage, learn
about the miners tokens and when
your feet are weary head into the café
for a bite to eat and drink.

Refuelled and ready for the next
adventure, pop by the Friends of the
State Coal Mine shop.

And whilst the mine prophesy may
have come true, it certainly is a mine
supported by a passionate group of
people who will never give up telling
the history of the ‘tent town’ and State
Coal Mine.

Wonthaggi State Coal Mine is open
10am - 4pm daily (closed Christmas
Day) with free entry.

Underground tours run daily at
11.30am and 2pm with additional
tours during holiday periods. The
tour takes 60-90 minutes, closed-toe
shoes must be worn. For prices and to
book the tour visit bookings.parks.vic.
gov.au/state-coal-mine.

PHILLIP ISLAND RSL

A VENUE FOR ALL OF LIFE'S OCCASIONS

PHILLIP ISLAND

FAMILY FRIENDLY AND FULLY ACCESSIBLE | KIDS PLAY AREA OPEN DAILY
MENU FEATURES HEALTHY CHOICE OPTIONS
CATERS FOR VEGETARIANS, VEGANS, GLUTEN FREE
SENIORS AND KIDS MENUS AVAILABLE

OPENING HOURS
PHILLIP ISLAND RSL
VENUE: OPEN 7 DAYS
10.00AM TO LATE

BISTRO: LUNCH AND DINNER
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL
LUNCH: FROM 12.00PM

DINNER - SEATING TIMES:
FROM 5.30PM

HM12125

Phone BH: 03 5952 1004 Enquiries: info@pirsl.com.au www.pirsl.com.au

FUNFORTHE WHOLE FAMILY

Experience Wonthaggi’s Historic Coal Mine

Underground tours
Take the family on a journey back in
time — daily 11.30am and 2pm

FREE entry to above ground
facilities and attractions
Including heritage walk and
historic building, open space,
BBAQ facilities, picnic area
and beautiful gardens

BOOK YOUR
UNDERGROUND
TOUR ONLINE

State Coal Mine Café
Enjoy breakfast,
lunch or coffee and cake

HM12133

Thank you MFS Dispensary for sponsoring our advertisement

Open daily 10am - 4pm | Garden Street, Wonthaggi
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THE enchanting coastline is synon-
ymous with local tourism.

Local diver Steve Dunn helps the
community and tourists alike discov-
er the magic of the underwater world
along Bass Coast and South Gippsland
through his fascinating marine life
videos posted online.

Growing up with the influences
of his father - a lifelong member of
the Royal Brighton Yacht Club - and
his mother - a swimming teacher at
Brighton Baths Health Club - it is no
wonder Steve developed a love for the
water from a young age.

His water-based adventures start-
ed when he swam around the rocks
with goggles on while holidaying in
Flinders, on the Mornington Penin- -
sula, at the age of six. -

It developed into an affinity for
spearfishing at the age 13 and he was

given his first diving course when he
was 18 — he’s been diving ever since. t" =
Steve came to the area in 1978 to take "‘ |.-|“' "-.;‘E!\- - :['.r!

on his first teaching job in Outtrim.

In 1979, he ran the South Gippsland
Dive Club, which attracted divers
from Inverloch, Cape Paterson, Won-
thaggi and Phillip Island.

The club ran through to the mid-
90s.

Steve also started the Wonthaggi
Underwater Hockey Club in 1980 and
retired from the sport in 2017, winning
awards along the way for his contribu-
tion to the sport.

“Since retiring from hockey, I com-
pleted a freediving course. I've only
dived on tanks once in the last eight
years,” he said.

Steve completed his course through
Adreno near Southland.

In 2016, he decided to start filming
the wonders he was seeing along the
local coast.

“GoPros are fantastic. With the

housing on it, you can go down 50 me-
tres. It’s meant to be waterproof up to
10 metres without the housing,” Steve
said.

STEP INTO AN OASIS FOR

Hours: Monday-Friday 10am-5pm ¢ Saturday 10am-2pm

120 Graham Street, Wonthaggi
e: gypsydreaming.com.au ¢ p: 0438 006 503
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YOUR MIND BODY AND SOUL

Get lost in an exotique world of . ‘-71-;";&1 g
+ Incense, candles and crystals b L -m:.h MG @"
« Perfumes, oils and books N "':P s il

« Boho clothing, tarot and jewellery i * Y o

MEO0151

An experience
not to be missed

Avonleigh Farm is a perfect place
to indulge the senses.

Relax and enjoy an elegant, intimate,
unique dining experience
Lunch, High-Tea (our specialty) or
Dinner surrounded by charming
antiques and a beautiful view.

Nestled in the rolling hills of
South Gippsland, five minutes
A ‘ from the delightful town of Meeniyan.

RESERVATION ONLY

Phone 5664 7264 to make a booking
avonleighfarm@gmail.com
42 Thorsons Road, Tarwin
&3 AvonleighFarmFineFood

View our booking calendar online
www.avonleighfarmfinedining.com

o &JI?MJ}!?/

Fimg Diining
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“Ifilm with a long stick and the housing
on the GoPro, usually to about 15 metres.

“As kids, we would dive off Elwood
and Brighton Beaches, and there’d be
lots of stingrays, flounders, flatheads
and dusky morwong.

“My grandfather had a holiday place
in Flinders, and the fishlife is very
similar across the Southern Ocean. We
are starting to see some blue groper in
the ocean here. They’re probably com-
ing down from New South Wales as the
weather has gotten warmer.”

One of the most magnificent expe-
riences of his life was witnessing a
Southern Right Whale up close at Cape
Paterson’s Undertow Bay in 1987.

Steve said he has dived locally many,
many times, and the reef fish that live
in the area tend to stay in the area; he
can recognise fish each time he dives.

“T've also seen a lot of stuff disappear.
In the 1980s, I would dive with the club
at Bicheno on the east coast of Tasma-
nia and there used to be kelp forests.
Since the 80s, 95 per cent of them are
gone,” he said.

“A reason for that is the sea urchins
- they’ve exploded near Tasmania.
Also, in the 80s, the current in Tasma-
nia used to be the Southern Ocean cold
current and it was very nutrient-rich.
Since climate change, the East Austra-
lian current is getting warmer. It hasn’t
got as much nutrients in it and the
east coast of Tasmania is three degrees
warmer, which is a real extreme.”

Locally, Steve has spent time div-
ing right along Inverloch, Cape Pat-
erson and Harmers Haven, and has
tank-dived in the San Remo Channel,
Smiths Beach, Pyramid Rock and near
the Pinnacles on Phillip Island.

He has also dived off Arch Rock in
Cape Liptrap and at Wilsons Promon-
tory.

Steve hopes the vision he captures
around these areas will help educate
others.

“As a young bloke, I was more of a
hunter. Now it’s very much about con-
servation,” Steve said.

“I post a lot of videos on Facebook.
I've given some videos to the South

FUEL UP AND

PETROLEUM

ORDER YOUR NEXT FILL ONLINE
EVANSPETROLEUM.COM.AU
PHONE: 5662 2217

FILL UP AT EVANS

{:} & castrol I;&:{ES

Gippsland Conservation Society and
to schoolteachers. If ever the schools
are doing things on Inverloch beach,
they’ll give me a ring and I'll show
them the footage. I've gotten a lot of
good feedback — most people seem to
enjoy seeing it.”

Steve has shared his footage with In-
verloch and Kongwak primary schools,
and Bass Coast College, as well as com-
munity groups like the Cape Paterson
Residents and Ratepayers Association,
and local social media groups.

For interested divers this summer
season, Steve advised becoming famil-
iar with the conditions.

“You have to allow for no swell and
the wind direction. If it’s eastly, you
have to go between Cape Paterson and
Harmers Hamers, because east is off-
shore. If you've got a north westerly,
you can go between Cape Paterson and
back into Inverloch,” he said.

“Don’t go when it’s not suitable. As
long as there’s offshore wind, no swell
and clear water, you’re all good. If
there’s swell, it’s just not safe.”

FRESH PRODUCE

Locally, Steve has spent time

diving right along Inverloch,

Cape Paterson and Harmers

Haven, and has tank-dived

in the San Remo Channel,

Smiths Beach, Pyramid Rock
and near the Pinnacles on

Phillip Island.

TRASH & TREASURE

Open every Sunday
Inside and out, [f's €un . .. Come/

10am -

2pm

* Collectables ¢ Vintage - Retro clothes & wares
* Pre-loved designer & brand clothing
e Trash & Treasure e Books ¢ Plants Great food
« Coffee « Live music and more...
Kongwak Market is a smoke free event

For stalls 0417 142 478

HM12145

14kms from Inverloch, 18kms from Wonthaggi
Wonthaggi - Korumburra Road, Kongwak

You'll never know what you'll find!
Parking available at Kongwak Hall, Tennis courts and near Kongwak Primary School.
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Beat the heat
and stay well

WHILE hot days may entice you to
head to the beach, remember that heat
poses real risks to your health and safety.

The Department of Health’s Better
Health Channel website states that heat
kills more Australians than any other
natural disaster.

“Extreme heat can affect anybody.
Those more at-risk include people over
the age of 65, babies and young children,
pregnant women, people with acute or
chronic health problems and people who
are socially isolated,” the website states.

“Heat-related health problems occur
when our bodies can’t cool down well
enough to maintain a healthy tempera-
ture, or become dehydrated through
sweating.

“Heat can cause serious and poten-
tially fatal health problems such as heat
exhaustion and heatstroke, trigger sud-
den events like heart attack or stroke, or
worsen existing medical conditions like
kidney or lung disease.”

To help protect yourself and others
from extreme heat, stay cool and hydrat-
ed, and remain inside during the hottest
parts of the day.

For first aid tips for heat-related illness,
go to: betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/
healthyliving/heat-stress-and-heat-relat-
ed-illness.

If you need urgent medical attention
come to the Emergency Department at
Wonthaggi Hospital, 235 Graham Street,
Wonthaggi or the Urgent Care Centre
at the Phillip Island Health Hub, 50-54
Church Street, Cowes. Bass Coast Health
operates both facilities 24/7.

In South Gippsland, head to Gippsland
Southern Health Service’s Urgent Care
Centres — located at both Leongatha (66
Koonwarra Road) and Korumburra (65
Bridge Street).

COME AND TRY
OPEN DAY

Friday, December 27

10am - 5pm

LOOKING for a fun way to enter-
tain the kids this summer and re-
fresh their water safety skills?

Wonthaggi Life Saving Club has a
wide array of activities on offer, from
their yearly nippers program which
kicks off on Saturday, December 28
to the Bronze Medallion Camp from
Monday, January 6. There’s also the
hit family fun evening Hoy sessions.

Never heard of Hoy, you’re not
alone! Head along on Tuesday and
Thursday evenings from 7.30pm and
learn about the bingo-like card game
that has been around for decades.

It all kicks off on December 27 at
the bay beach life saving club with
the Come and Try Open Day.

Pop along from 10am to Spm for
free family fun and learn all about
Wonthaggi Life Saving Club and
their summer water safety pro-
grams.

Then on December 28, it’s under-
way with Nippers. Dive on in each
morning for fun beach activities and
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surf safety lessons. Learn about the
lurking dangers on the beach and in
the water in a safe and friendly en-
vironment. Develop surf awareness,
sun smart philosophies and meet
new friends over 14 sessions. And
best yet, it’s the perfect way to kick
start a future in lifesaving, including
competitions.

For those 13 years and upwards
the Surf Rescue Certificate (SRC)
provides the perfect introduction to
basic patrolling and surf awareness.
Over 21.5 hours between Sunday,
January 14 and Friday, January 19
train in signals, radio operations, re-
suscitation, surf awareness and res-
cue skills, enabling participation in
basic lifesaving patrol activities.

For those 15 years and above, it’s
time to jump into the Bronze Medal-
lion. Similar to the SRC, the Bronze
Medallion equips participants with
the skills to patrol on the beach over
summer. Learn emergency care,
spinal management and on-the-job

patrol training.

Established in 1938 on the shores of
Cape Paterson Bay Beach, Wonthaggi
Life Saving Club is no stranger to the
dangers of the water. As you head
out on your summer adventures, re-
member to not only slip, slop, slap,
seek and slide, but say hi to your
life savers, and when hunger strikes
head up to the café for a bite by the
many volunteers.

With spaces still available across
the water safety program, don’t get
caught out this summer.

To register or learn more about the
upcoming events on offer head to
wlsc.tidyhq.com/public/schedule/
events.

Outdoor movies are also back this
summer, weather dependent, head
to Wonthaggi LSC’s Facebook page
for more information.

And remember, only swim between
the flags this summer - head to
beachsafe.org.au for beach informa-
tion and patrol locations.

WONTHAGGI LIFE SAVING CLUB

Home of the famous Cape Paterson Bay Beach Rock Pool

IS SUMMER
_ @) Y_-.-_ -

! FAMILY CARD FUN NIGHTS
7.30PM - 9.30PM
Thursday, January 2
Tuesday, January 7
Thursday, January 9
Tuesday, January 14
Thursday, January 16
Tuesday, January 21
Thursday, January 23

g COFFEE SHOP

Wonthaggi Life Saving Club
Open daily through January

Coffee, drinks, icy poles,
Devonshire teas and much more

OUTDOOR
MOVIE NIGHTS

Dates TBA

BEACH & LIFESAVING PROGRAM FOR
5TO 13 YEAR OLDS
Open Day Friday, December 27, 10am - 5pm
Uniform pickup, age managers and come and try day For our
The Nipper Program is held at the Wonthaggi Life Saving h Summer events
Clubhouse on the following dates and times: I scan QR code
December 2024
Saturday 28, Sunday 29, Monday 30, Tuesday 31
January 2025
Thursday 2, Friday 3, Saturday 4, Monday 6, Wednesday 8, Friday
10, Saturday 11, Monday 13, Wednesday 15, Friday 17

Club Champions Saturday, January 11

January 6 - 11
2025
Scan QR code

Nipper sessions run from 9.30am to 12pm, for details

plus time at the conclusion of the session to pack up.

HM12160

For updates and further information visit www.wlsc.org.au or phone Mark on 0409 159 341
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Discover paradise
at BlG4 Ingenia
Holidays Inverloch

NESTLED along the serene shores of
the Bass Strait, Inverloch has long been
a favourite getaway for those seek-
ing the perfect balance of relaxation
and adventure. Within this charming
coastal town, BIG4 Ingenia Holidays
Inverloch offers a unique and unpar-
alleled holiday experience that brings
the natural beauty of the region to the
forefront while providing top-tier ac-
commodation and a welcoming envi-
ronment.

For families, couples, and solo travel-
lers alike, the accommodations offered
by BIG4 Ingenia Holidays Inverloch
are second to none. Spacious rooms,
modern amenities, and private out-
door areas allow guests to unwind and
enjoy their stay in complete comfort.
Whether you prefer the proximity to
the beach or a secluded retreat sur-
rounded by nature, BIG4 Ingenia Holi-
days Inverloch provides an option that
caters to every preference.

Moreover, Inverloch itself is a desti-
nation brimming with activity. From
paddleboarding and kayaking to sce-
nic hikes and bike rides, there’s always
something to do for those who seek ad-
venture. The vibrant local food scene,
with its fresh seafood and artisanal
offerings, adds a culinary charm that
complements the town’s easygoing
atmosphere. BIG4 Ingenia Holidays
Inverloch has positioned itself at the
intersection of all these activities, en-
suring guests can effortlessly enjoy the
very best of both the laid-back coastal
town vibes and the fast-paced fun of
the kids’ activities in the park.

BIG4 Ingenia Holidays Inverloch also
stands out for its exceptional service.
The friendly and professional staff go
above and beyond to make each guest
feel at home, whether it’s through per-
sonalised recommendations for local
activities, providing local knowledge,
or helping with bookings. The atten-
tion to detail is evident, and their

commitment to ensuring a seamless
stay is something that sets BIG4 Inge-
nia Holidays Inverloch apart from the
competition.

As travellers increasingly seek desti-
nations that offer both tranquillity and
the opportunity for exploration, BIG4
Ingenia Holidays Inverloch provides
the ideal escape. The combination of
breathtaking surroundings, luxurious
accommodations, and a welcoming
atmosphere makes it a premier choice
for anyone looking to experience the
beauty of Victoria’s coastline in style.
Whether you’re planning a family holi-
day, a romantic weekend, or a solo re-
treat, BIG4 Ingenia Holidays Inverloch
is sure to deliver an unforgettable stay.

In an era where conscious travel is
gaining momentum, BIG4 Ingenia
Holidays Inverloch is proving that re-
laxation and adventure can indeed go
hand in hand, offering an enriching
experience that resonates long after
the trip has ended.

Ingenia Holidays

INVERLOCH

|
Create lasting
Dive into the region’s stunning turquoise
beaches for a swim, savor a picnic by

the shoreline, or make the most of our
amazing park features.

ingeniaholidays.com.au
2 CUTTRISS STREET, INVERLOCH | 03 5674 1447
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MORE than 700 people have assist-
ed in the discovery of prehistoric re-
mains along Bass Coast. Often at the
heart of local research is Wonthaggi’s
own fossil preparator Lesley Kool.

Lesley has been a fossil preparator
since 1984 and has an unparalleled
passion for her job.

“All the bones we find are in rock
and to study them we have to get
them out of the rock - that’s my job,”
she said.

“Iwas fortunate to be involved in the
inaugural dinosaur dig at Dinosaur
Cove (the Otways) back in ’84, and we
worked there for two weeks. We came
back with 300 bones and there was no
one to prepare them, so I put my hand
up and I've been doing it ever since.”

In 1986, Lesley was offered a re-
search assistant position at Monash
- ajob she took on for 20 years.

During that time, she was involved
in fossil preparation and organising
digs in the Otways and Bass Coast.

Lesley said she has been fortunate
to work alongside Phillip Island pal-
aeontologist Mike Cleeland.

“I met Mike in 1989. He came to Di-
nosaur Cove, and I took him out and
showed him what fossil bones looked
like in the rock and set him loose on
the Bass Coast,” she said.

Mike has been instrumental in the
many local discoveries and ongoing
new discoveries.

The largest bone he has found was
the lower jaw of the Koolasuchus Clee-
landi.

There are 37 fossil localities from
San Remo to Inverloch.

“Mike found a lot of those — he and
his prospecting team. He has a group
of mostly locals, and some people
come from Melbourne,” Lesley said.

“He organises to go out to the vari-
ous localities at low tide. The constant
erosion is exposing more bones all the
time.

“We are still having our annual digs
and they’re at sites where there is a
concentration of bones. This year, we
were at Eagles Nest and Twin Reefs.
Twin Reefs is a new site - it was only
found in January this year.”

While out at Twin Reefs, one of
Mike’s prospectors Melissa Lowery
found nine exposed bones on the sur-
face — a rare discovery.

“We’d already organised a dig for
February, so we decided we’d spend
some of that time sampling this new
site at Twin Reefs. It turns out that it
looks like it’s quite rich, so we will be
back in February next year and hope-
fully, we’ll find more,” Lesley said.

“It’s a big treasure hunt and we love
it.”

Lesley’s role ensures the discoveries
are scientifically viable to send to the
Museum of Victoria.

“A lot of the bones we find, because
they have been exposed for some
time, have been eroded away and of-
ten there’s only a little bit left or not
enough to be diagnostic. Unfortunate-
ly, they aren’t scientifically important,
but anything that goes into the mu-
seum, where it is registered under the
Vertebrate Palaeontology Collection,
allows visiting researchers to study
them,” she said.

South Gippsland's Premier
Function, Entertainment
& Leisure Destination

OPEN 7 DAYS

Lunch 12-2pm

Dinner 5:30-8pm

Family friendly & fully accessible

Seniors & Kids meals available | Gluten free & vegan options

Smith St & Michael Place, Leongatha

(©) 56622747
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“Just this year, an American palaeon-
tologist, Matthew Carrano, came out
and spent three months going through
our Vertebrate Palaeontology Collec-
tion - specifically the Early Cretaceous
material that we’ve collected here and
in the Otways and was able to identify
some mystery bones.

“He’s going to be writing a paper on
what he thinks he found, so that’s go-
ing to be really interesting.”

Lesley has many career highlights,
but a standout for her was the discov-
ery of the first mammal jaw with head
researcher Tom Rich.

“Tom is American, and he came out
to Australia because he was sure there
were mammals from the Early Creta-
ceous. We went to Dinosaur Cove and
found an upper arm bone of a mono-
treme mammal,” she said.

“The day that was found - I remem-
ber it vividly — happened to coincide
with a day Tom was coming down to
the dig and the look on his face when
he saw it through the microscope, I'll
never forget it. It was just amazing. It
was sort of like a dream come true.”

The Flat Rocks site in Inverloch is
the only Australian site with five dif-
ferent types of mammals, including
the world’s smallest and oldest mono-
treme.

“There are so many special things in
Bass Coast. To me, the most exciting
thing is that new bones are being ex-
posed all the time. Who knows what’s
going to turn up next?” Lesley said.

The local dig sites have brought peo-
ple from all over the world to the com-
munity, including researchers from
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Iceland, Alaska, Japan and Germany.

Lesley has also had the opportunity
to explore the world through her job.

“I've been to Alberta in Canada
where they have the Badlands out
there. There are so many bones at the
Royal Tyrrell Museum, and I was for-
tunate to work there for six weeks,” she
said.

“I've been to Patagonia. Tom, Pat
(Vickers-Rich, head researcher) and I
went over there in the 90s to teach the
museum how to prospect. That was a
fun, amazing place.

“T've also been to Japan. They had a
symposium and asked us to come over
and explain how we trained our vol-
unteers. I've been very lucky to travel
quite a bit with this job.”

Lesley will continue her job into the
future but is thrilled to see the recruit-
ment of the younger generation and
the growth of local education.

She will also continue her work in her
own particular interest area - turtles.

“Over the years,  have been surprised
about how many good bits of turtle we
were finding. It turns out some of the
oldest and most primitive turtles were
in Australia,” she said.

These turtles are 126 million years
old.

Lesley said the entire operation is
definitely a group effort, mentioning
the collective hard work of the volun-
teers, collectors, preparators and re-
searchers.

“It’s exciting and it’s a lot of fun. You
can tell by the people who keep com-
ing back every year to be involved,” she
said.
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MEENIYAN born and
raised Fiona Barclay is
delighted to share her
frozen yogurt, ice cream,
homemade cookies and
other tasty treats with
Leongatha locals and
visitors this summer at
her McCartin Street shop
Froyo Heaven.

The business opened on
Anzac Day, Fiona inspired
by her love of frozen yogurt
and her late mum’s great
fondness for ice cream,
which was “her favourite
thing in the world”.

Coffee, smoothies,
milkshakes and hot dogs
are other delights on the
menu.

While there are four
frozen vyogurt flavours
to choose from, with va-
nilla always available
and mango also popular,
Fiona often changes the
selection.

She plans to add to the
six available ice cream
flavours when she gets a
bigger freezer, with hopes
of that happening dur-
ing December, and gelato
and dairy-free options are
also set to join the range.

Fiona’s yogurt comes

from Italy in powder form
and is gluten-free, low fat
and low sugar.

Her cookies took exten-
sive internet research and
experimentation to arrive
at recipes that deliver the
desired flavours, the pro-
cess taking two to three
months.

“I've created differ-
ent flavours and every
week I change it up and
everyone seems to love it,”
Fiona said of her chunky
filled cookies, cookies
with ice cream proving
particularly popular.

The business was
blessed with tempera-
tures in the twenties for
its first month or two be-
fore winter hit but negoti-
ated the challenge of the
cold and wet period well
and is sure to thrive in
summet.

As well as tasty and
cooling products, the
shop has a summery vibe
with its pink look creating
a happy setting.

Fiona is assisted by her
three enthusiastic staff,
with the whole team
delighted summer has
arrived.

Magilla’s Play Centre
and Mini Golf

9 Mine Road, Korumburra
5655 2198

THE whole family can enjoy whole-
some fun, all year round, right in the
heart of South Gippsland at Magilla’s
Play Centre and Korumburra Indoor
Mini Golf, which also boasts a golf sim-
ulator for those more serious players.

The little ones can explore the fun, co-
lourful, safe play space that has a large
obstacle course complete with flying fox,
winding slides, tunnels, ladders, a rock-
climbing wall and soft-landing mats. An
enclosed baby play area with toys and
dolls allows parents to relax and ener-
getic toddlers can cruise around on toy
tractors, cars, bikes and trikes.

A party room can be booked for up
to 20 kids and the onsite café provides
the ultimate variety of hot and cold
party food. Parents only need to bring
along the cake and for themed celebra-
tions, the decorations.

Tables and chairs in the café allow
parents to relax or socialise over a
barista-brewed cup of coffee.

Right next door is the in-
door mini golf centre, with two themed
nine-hole mini golf courses and
a golf simulator that provides a warm,
dry place for older kids and adults
to have a social hit or to tee off from
around the world.

Entering through a rocky mine shaft,
a glow-in-the-dark, deep underwater-
themed nine-hole course emerges.

Sea creatures glow from the deep
sea walls while others float above the
course, the skeleton of a sailor watches
from a boat, and glow-in-the-dark car-
pet and mooring ropes mesmerise and
add a surreal, spooky and fantastical
experience to the game of golf.

The next nine holes are adorned with
an Australiana theme, featuring gum-
trees, crocodiles, kangaroos, a large
python; and antique objects with a
story to tell from old Australia.

This course is one to challenge mini-
golfchampions and players both young
and old will need to bring their A game
to complete the course under par.

Try our cool creamy frozen
yogurts, pick your toppings
healthy vibe or naughty
cravings the choice is yours

- FROZEN YOGURT - ICE CREAM -

HOURS ¢ Mon-Wed 11-7pm
e Thur-Fri 11-8pm ¢ Sat 10-8pm
e Sun 10-5pm

5 McCartin St, Leongatha Vic 3953
Contact - 0481 960 099

ME0154
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San Remo’s fishing legacy

JAMIE Papas (commercial Gillnet
fisherman based out of the port of
San Remo) and his father Jim Pa-
pas are the owners of the Marylou
1 fishing vessel, which they joint-
ly run and operate catching Gummy
sharks within the Southern Eastern
Scale and Shark Fishery (SESSF).

Their company, The Local Catch
Pty Ltd, also includes Jamie’s wife
Lauren Papas and Jamie’s mum
Mary Papas. It is a traditional fami-
ly-run local fishing business.

As a second-generation fisherman
who has participated in the indus-
try for over 40 years within the local
coastal region of San Remo, Jamie
said their company owns a Common-
wealth Statuary Fishing Right (SFR) to
fish anywhere within its licensed wa-
ters targeting Gummy Shark (Flake).

“Our area of operations is basical-
ly from Victoria to Tasmania, as far
west as Portland and as far east as
Gabo island,” said Jamie.

“When I was a kid, I used to go
down to the boat and help my dad
unload and do maintenance, but it
wasn’t until I turned 12 that I went
out for my first fishing trip during
school holidays. It didn’t work out
too great for me, as I got very seasick,
yet he made me work every shift on
deck just like the crew had to.

“Afterwards, I never thought that I
could become a fisherman due to my
seasickness and I actually did my
best to avoid it. I ended up finish-
ing high school and opened up a fish
retail and wholesale business with
my family in Cowes so I could stay
shore-based - not yet knowing how

much I would end up loving fishing.
We ended up selling that business
as it was a bit before its time in our
region.”

Jamie then took up industrial con-
struction over the next six years trav-
elling around Australia, and quickly
became a supervisor using the hard-
working ethics that he learnt from
his dad on the boat.

“Little did I know that some of
those skills that I would learn in con-
struction would become essential in
future endeavours - building the
Marylou 1 myself.”

From the age of 27, Jamie started
fishing full-time with Jim, and by 31,
he was a skipper. The business grew,
and as Jamie had ambitions for
growth, they sold Jim’s smaller boat
and went into partnership together,

IHAHOB - or

taking on more within the industry.

Back when Jim started fishing San
Remo’s Jetty was full of flourishing
fishing vessels — all making great
livings and supporting the growth of
the local communities. Fast forward
and the Marylou 1 is one of only two
of the last dedicated Gummy shark
fishing vessels left in the port.

“Just the Marylou 1 and Josh Rule
on the Endeavour, which is a very
historic boat to our community and
has been run out of San Remo since
the early days,” Jamie explained.

“You can bet that every time these
two boats unload a proportion of the
catch is going to the San Remo Fish-
erman’s Co-Op for the local commu-
nity to enjoy.”

The rest of the catch is distributed
across Victoria.

BREKKY TO BOOZE. | COFFEE EATS TREATS. | CAMBODIAN FEASTS.
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Brekky/Lunch Mon -
with

Modern Cambodian Dinners
Fri - Sat 5.30pm onwards
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“San Remo’s growth in population
has gone through the roof over the
last 15 years and many might not even
know that the whole town was built
around its once thriving traditional
fishing industry,” said Jamie.

“The San Remo Co-Op is so impor-
tant to our whole area because it reflects
these traditional roots. It provides the es-
sential infrastructure and services need-
ed for fishers in our industry to be able to
continue their business, whilst also be-
ing able to provide the local community
with local seafood harvested sustain-
ably from the Bass Strait region.”

Jamie shared that COVID-19 high-
lighted this importance - once the
supply chain failed, people could still
get sustainable domestically caught
seafood and valued that immensely.

Fishing is one of the most dangerous

jobs there is, and comes at a great risk
to anyone who participates. Bass Strait
is one of the most treacherous sea
stretches in the world because it is so
shallow and the waves created are short
in frequency and sharp, when this is
introduced to tidal conditions it makes
the waves stand up like a brick wall with
short roll periods between them.

“We typically go out for seven to 10
days atatime. After fuellingup and icing
up using the facilities at the San Remo
Jetty, we go out with one vessel master
(either Jim or I) and two deck crew,” said
Jamie. “Maintaining the vessel and its
many mechanical aspects between trips
is a job within itself as it operates in one
of the harshest environments on earth.”

In conversation with Jamie, he noted
that since the 80s, the rules, regulations
and red tape have increased at such a rate

Quality
restaurant
meals

h Thirsty Camel drive

through bottle shop -
open 7 days
Private function
room available

2 McBride Avenue,
Wonthaggi
Bookings 5605 0108

that it is difficult for fishers to stay viable.
“The good news is that Gillnet shark
fishing in the SESSF is among one of the
most sustainable fishing industries in
the world, and its future health, which
is assessed by CSIRO, shows its future is
in extremely good health. The SESSF is
a heavily regulated industry, so overfish-
ing is not possible,” explained Jamie.
“We set our nets on the sea floor and
do not drag them, but rather place
them in front of where we anticipate
fish to swim, this lessens the impact of
our fishing methods which is impor-
tant in preserving future fish stocks.
“This means that the local communi-
ties really need to get behind the active,
current fishermen and fishers of the fu-
ture so that they have a voice and so that
local, sustainably caught Australian sea-
food can have a place at everyone’s table.”

“The San Remo
Co-Op is so important to
our whole area because it
reflects these traditional
roots. It provides the
essential infrastructure
and services needed for
fishers in our industry
to be able to continue
their business, whilst
also being able to provide
the local community
with local seafood
harvested sustainably from
the Bass Strait region.”

FOR BIG
KIDS AT

Collectables
including
trading cards
Quality
Christmas stock

Santa’s Little Helper & Collectables
144 Graham Street, Wonthaggi ﬂ Santas Little Helper Wonthaggi
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Sunburn,

prevention is best

Enjoying the stunning beaches of
Bass Coast and South Gippsland this
summer? Don’t forget to protect your-
self and your family from sunburn.

Every time you’re out in the sun, be
sure to wear a hat, long-sleeved cloth-
ing, sunscreen and sunglasses. This will
reduce the risk of ultraviolet radiation
damaging your skin and eyes, and de-
crease your risk of skin cancer.

According to the Department of
Health’s Better Health Channel website,
sunburn can happen in as little as 11
minutes and if severe, can take days or
weeks to heal.

There is no cure for sunburn other
than to allow your body time to heal.
While mild sunburn can be treated at
home, severe and blistered sunburn
needs prompt medical attention.

If you have mild sunburn, drink plenty
of water to rehydrate your body, and ap-
ply cool or cold compresses, or bathe
the area in cool water. Avoid using soap
as this may irritate your skin. See your
pharmacist about products that help
soothe sunburn and opt for spray-on so-
lutions rather than creams that require
rubbing in by hand.

If you need urgent medical atten-
tion, head to the local Emergency
Department or Urgent Care Centres.

TERRY White Chemmart in Leon-
gatha and Inverloch continues to ex-
pand its range of services under the
‘community pharmacist pilot pro-
gram’, enabling the business to pro-
vide specific extra services previously
only available through a GP.

The Victorian Government initia-
tive of expanding the range of ser-
vices pharmacies can provide is in-
tended to improve access to health
care for Victorians.

As previously reported, extra ser-
vices include being able to issue a re-
supply of contraceptive pills without
a new prescription and providing an-
tibiotics for uncomplicated urinary
tract infections (UTIs) in women
aged 18 to 65.

A travel clinic service, and treat-
ment of mild skin conditions such
as plaque psoriasis are more recently
added services, as is administering of
medicines by injection.

Treatment of the early stages of
shingles is now also available.

Consultation will take place to en-
sure people are eligible for services

and that those who are receive the
right treatment.

If not eligible, you will be referred to
an appropriate service provider, such
as a doctor or specialist.

Pharmacist Zac Timpano, based at
the Leongatha store, underwent spe-
cial training to participate in the pilot
program and is excited to be able to
offer a broader range of services.

He said the pilot program is going
really well and he has received lots of
positive feedback.

“We’re able to do a travel consulta-
tion, which includes looking through
vaccination history and making sure
you’re up to date; if there are any gaps
in that vaccination history, we can
provide vaccinations,” Zac said.

Specific health safety advice is
available for your intended destina-
tion.

Zac said the new medicines by in-
jection service is distinct from the
pharmacy’s vaccine program, with
Ozempic an example.

He explained that intramuscu-
lar injections such as vitamin B12

Terry White offers broader range of services

are not easy to self-administer and
people would previously get their
prescription filled and then return to
the medical clinic to be injected by a
nurse or doctor.

Pharmacist Ailu Liu has been
trained to deliver medication by in-
jection.

She recommends people book on-
line or by calling Terry White in Le-
ongatha or Inverloch for that service
and for the travel clinic.

For other services under the pilot
program, Ailu encourages people to
just drop in.

Most of the services are free apart
from paying for vaccines and medica-
tions.

The medicines by injection service
costs $24.95 plus the cost of the medi-
cine, while there are charges for trav-
el vaccinations.

Pharmacist Jungho Oh provides pi-
lot program services in Inverloch.

Victoria-wide, the program has
been running for just over a year, with
the government recently extending
the trial period.
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DELECTABLE aromas waft from a
table filled with food. Perfectly toasted
Turkish and pita breads rest alongside
fresh house-made dips and warmed ol-
ives. Popcorn chicken and crispy chick-
en tacos round out the feast. A perfect
mezze platter, ready to be savoured.

The Archaic Chef Phil suggests start-
ing with the prawn ceviche which rests
in glass jars, an absolute treat.

Infused with mango, lime, ginger
and rocket it’s a zesty mouthwatering
seafood twist on a traditional Peruvian
dish; transporting one to a faraway
land, where the seafood is straight
from the ocean, and you run your feet
through the sand.

For those curious the prawns are
cooked.

“We put our heart and soul into the
food we create,” Phil explains.

“We have the time to create good
food and good drinks, and we hope

that reflects in the dining experience.”

Dehydrated fruit garnishes our
drinks, a whimsical addition.

The popcorn chicken is quickly de-
voured in a ladylike fashion. The BBQ
honey glaze is a delightful blend of
sweet and savoury flavours over the
juicy chicken inside. Again, all made
from scratch in-house.

Quoting my dining companion, it’s
“the best I've ever had!”

Next, it’s a scattering of dips and ta-
cos.

The tzatziki is thick and chunky, a
luscious texture of yoghurt mixed with
finely chopped cucumbers, freshly
minced garlic and dill. The Greek sta-
ple is far from anything available in a
shop.

Accompanying the tzatziki is the
moreish pumpkin, carrot and cumin
dip, and hummus.

The final plate is the crispy chicken

tacos, which come in a set of two
topped with tomato and charred corn
salsa, sriracha aioli and cheese. A fla-
vour-packed delight it’s crunchy per-
fection, with vibrant tomatoes and
smoKky, slightly sweet corn kernels
combined with the spicy kick of srira-
cha aioli.

Featuring bruschetta, calamari, zuc-
chini crisps, vegetable gyozas, choc
tops and lukumades there is some-
thing for everyone on the menu and
that is without mentioning the weekly
specials which have included popular
rice paper rolls, and Wagyu cheese-
burger sliders in recent weeks.

“Sourcing the freshest, good-quality
produce, locally where possible, the
plates are all centred around sharing
foods,” General Manager, Rod Bye ex-
plains.

“You can share the food with friends,
or order a selection to enjoy yourself.

“You can always order more.”

The food is even better than the dé-
cor, which is a high quote for the new-
est addition to The Workmen’s Club in
Wonthaggi.

The Archaic is otherworldly.

A speakeasy-inspired tapas bar set
in the old storage room it blends old-
world charm with contemporary flair.
Vintage paintings, soft lamplight, Art
Deco-inspired touches, a marble bar
and a stately clock, it’s a unique atmo-
sphere unlike anywhere else.

The dedication of chefs Phil and Ga-
brielle is obvious and paired with a
fantastic team behind the bar, you are
sure to leave well-sated.

Open Thursdays and Fridays from
4pm, Saturdays from 3pm, and Sun-
days from 12 noon.

And whilst you’re at it book in your
next function in the intimate private
dining space.
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« PLAYGROUND

TO ENTERTAIN THE KIDS
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Bistro Hours
Lunch 12.00pm-2.00pm
Dinner 5.30pm-8.00pm

vvvwvywy
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vvVwvywy

@ the Archaic

Specialising in
~ Share Plates ~ Local Wines
~ Handcrafted Cocktails
~ Boutique Gins/Spiced Rums

HOURS Thursday 4~10pm Friday 4~10.30pm
Saturday 3~10.30pm Sunday 12~6.00pm

75 Graham Street, Wonthaggi | 5672 1083 Lf )
wti a2l enquiries@wonthaggiworkmens.com.au &3

Wi

Our brand new, modern 26-room motel offers
comfort and quality to accommodate families,
groups and corporate guests.

62-64 Watt Street, Wonthaggi
Bookings 03 56721083

MM
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The Wooli Tavern
1 Vista Place, Cape Woolamai
5956 6836 | thewoolitavern.com.au

SITUATED in the small coastal town
of Cape Woolamai, the family-friendly
tavern hits the top note offering the
perfect blend of tradition and modern
flair.

The menu boasts a variety of pub
classics, from golden beer-battered
fish and chips to indulgent chicken
parmigiana, alongside creative con-
temporary dishes like prawn aglio e
olio and 12-hour braised lamb shoul-
der. Fresh local produce shines with
every bite, while gluten-free and veg-
an-friendly options ensure everyone is
catered to.

Complementing the food, the bar fea-
tures C.U.B. beer on tap, an impressive
selection of local wines, and colour-
ful cocktails to suit every mood. Live
entertainment every weekend creates
a lively atmosphere. With a spacious
function room, pool tables and even
a pet-friendly policy, this tavern goes
above and beyond to make guests feel
welcome.

For a relaxed yet vibrant dining ex-
perience on Phillip Island, head to The
Wooli Tavern. Eat. Drink. Groove.

Have you booked yet?

THE roar of the engines return
in 2025 when Phillip Island Circuit
once again hosts the MOTUL FIM
Superbike World Championship,
Australian Round between February
21to 23.

There will be action on and off the
track with three days of racing in-
cluding WorldSBK, WorldSSP and
round one of the ASBK champion-
ships, plus SBK, SSP and SSP 300.

From VIP experiences, helicopter
joy flights, Bar SBK to camping there
is plenty happening.

Editor’s tips
1. Choose your viewing location
There are plenty of incredible loca-
tions to watch the on-track action.
Whether you plan to be along the
Gardner Straight fence line, perched
up at Lukey Heights or roaming
around the circuit soaking up the at-
mosphere.
2. Capture the moment
You don’t need the biggest lens and
best equipment to photograph the
on-track action. The key is picking
the right location and allowing your

camera to follow the action. Line up
the rider, track the rider and bike (of-
ten the easiest point of focus is the
number on the bike), hit the shut-
ter and continue following the bike/
rider with your camera.
3. Take your bike

Did you know you can ride your
own bike around the outfield?
4. The podium

If people intrigue you, take a mo-
ment to look at the emotions in the
crowd, particularly of those in the
team - there’s often tears of joy!

FAMILY FRIENDLY RESTAURANT, BEER ON TAP,
BEAUTIFUL LOCAL WINES, COCKTAILS & LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

s

Courtesy Bus available ¢ Function room e Live music
¢ Keep an eye out on our socials and website for events & more news
. Sports Bar e Foxtel  Pool Tables ® Digital TAB

'I"_e. E;
LS

* FOXTEL » POOL TABLES AVAILABLE * BEAUTIFUL OUTDOOR & INDOOR FACILITIES
* COURTESY BUS AVAILABLE « DIGITAL TAB

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK - 11AM TILL LATE
Lunch 12:00pm - 2:30pm I Dinner 5:.30pm - 8:30pm

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
12PM TILL LATE - ALL DAY DINING

THE WOOLI TAVERN

1 VISTA PLACE, CAPE WOOLAMAI VIC 3925 TEL: 03 5956 6836 FOR BOOKINGS
www.thewoolitavern.com.au

Photos: Gippsland Lifestyle Magazine

11-15 River Drive, Tarwin Lower Vic 3956
Phone: 5663 5211 | riverviewhotel.au

HIVERVIEW™ BRI

TEE W i
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POOWONG’S Des and Lyn Judd love
taking to the road in their impressive
vehicles, his Monaro and her King-
swood Deluxe capturing attention
wherever they go.

The pair enjoy the social side of mix-
ing with other motoring enthusiasts and
belong to multiple car clubs, includ-
ing the South Gippsland branch of the
Gippsland Historical Automobile Club.

Des has owned his 1974 Aussie-
made Holden HJ GTS Monaro Coupe
since it was new, having originally
fallen in love with the HQ. He pur-
chased his Monaro as a demo model
that had done about 800 kilometres.

It was never intended to be a daily
commute vehicle, with Des also owning
a1965 HD Holden when the Monaro was
new. He loves attending special events
such as this year’s Monaro Nationals in
Wangaratta, always driving his Monaro
there rather than taking it on a trailer.

Discussion at such gatherings

T - T
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centres on how the cars should be,
with some owners staunch advocates
of avoiding modifications, while oth-
ers take a more flexible outlook.

Not fussed if people choose to mod-
ify their cars, just pleased to see them
still on the road, Des takes a tradition-
al outlook with his, albeit there has to
be a little flexibility with some parts
due to availability.

“It’s a different culture,” he said of
those at Monaro gatherings, adding
“That’s all they talk about.”

Those who watched Kingswood
Country will recall Ted Bullpitt zeal-
ously guarding his pride and joy, but
his was a standard Kingswood, Lyn’s
Deluxe includes added features such
as bucket seats, T-Bar auto and a ra-
dio, the latter now replaced.

“It’s like driving an armchair,” she
said of the bucket seat experience, fond
of feeling the breeze in her hair as she
travels in comfort in her Aussie classic.

The South Gippsland branch of
Gippsland Historical Automobile Club Inc. presents

Sunday, January 12, 2025
Korumburra Showgrounds
Vintage & Classic Car Display

Grounds closed 10pm Saturday till Bam Sunday
* AUTO « MOTORCYCLE ¢ STATIONARY ENGINES
e FARM MACHINERY ¢ ANTIQUE ¢ ANYTHING MECHANICAL

ADMISSION: $5 per person ¢ Under 16 FREE

Sites $15 per site plus $5 per person. Sites allocated on arrival. No prior bookings

BRIC-A-BRAC ¢ CAR BOOKS ¢ LIGHT REFRESHMENTS
plus more from 6am in the pavilion
Inquiries * 0490 787 318

email: korumburraswapmeet@gmail.com
No animal sales. No dogs permitted entry.

HM12186

“It’s got full instrumentation and an
oblong speedo, not the round one,”
she said of the Deluxe dashboard.

Des ensures that like his Monaro,
Lyn’s 1975 Kingswood is kept in top
condition. He gave her the car as a
present in 1999 after completing some
work on it such as a light respray to
build up the duco.

Lyn got the car on Grand Final Day
and while her Bombers weren’t in ac-
tion she fondly recalls the added touch
of red and black streamers on the aerial.

Having just returned from one of
her regular drives to the Morning-
ton Peninsula when she spoke to the
Sentinel-Times, Lyn described the
Kingswood Deluxe as “like driving
a dream”. Bullpitt, with his much-
adored but standard model, might
have been a touch jealous.

South Gippsland GHAC’S annunal
and beloved Swap Meet comes to Ko-
rumburra on Sunday, January 12.
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Explore the wonderful

world of bugs

EVER wondered what spiders and
bugs look like magnified to the size
of a TV screen? South Gippsland
Landcare are joining with the expert
team from Bug Blitz, to show Kkids
and adults alike how to collect and
examine bugs on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 8, from 10.30am to 12.30pm.

Participants can examine what
they’ve captured using the Mobile
Field Laboratory and discover how
the types of bugs sampled help us
understand the health of the envi-
ronment.

There will also be art activities and
a live spider show.

With over 100,000 bugs document-
ed during field days, this is a fantas-
tic opportunity to learn about the
critical roles invertebrates play in
nature.

Free event at Mossvale Park, Berrys
Creek. Registration is essential via
events.humanitix.com/bug-blitz-
bug-discovery-day.

For more information contact Nick
Stephens from South Gippsland
Landcare Network on 0499 271 251.

The iconic Fish Creek Hotel
(1939) is a magnificently
imposing art deco

building located in the
heart of Fish Creek.

BISTRO, BOTTLESHOP & ART SPACES OPEN 7 DAYS

All meals made fresh in house - with an extensive range of
gluten free and vegetarian options available.

=
e FISH CREEK HOTEL

1 Old Waratah Road, FISH CREEK - 5683 2404
BOOK ONLINE: www.fishcreekhotel.com.au

ME0152
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Unwind onThe Déck

FEEL the sea breeze and be swept
away as you nestle yourself within the
picturesque coastal landscapes of In-
verloch at the multi-award-winning
RACV Inverloch Resort.

Whether sipping cocktails with
friends on The Deck - a delight-
ful alfresco area (with retractable
roof), relaxing in the Zenith Lounge
or indulging in a sophisticated din-
ing experience in Radius Restaurant
that marries exquisite flavours with a
breathtaking ambience, there is a vari-
ety of options this summer.

There is much to enjoy with passion-
ate chefs delighting in and showcasing
our region’s best produce, which also
includes local wines and beers.

The newest addition to the resort is
The Deck, which officially opened late
last year and is a haven for those who
enjoy sitting back, indulging in a drink

Exceptional

e

or two with casual dining and perhaps
catching up with friends new and old.

Overlooking Eagles Nest with views
to Wilsons Prom why not start with
the signature Paloma cocktail before
diving tastebud by tastebud into the
regional platter?

Filled with local smoked smallgoods,
Bassine Farmhouse cheese, Fish Creek
dukkah, hummus, house pork terrine,
marinated olives, house pickles and
grilled Oak & Swan sourdough there is
plenty for two.

If cheese is more your style, the local
cheese platter is a sure-fire hit.

Paired with an extensive wine list
that includes local favourites there is
no better place to unwind this sum-
mer.

For the less favourable weather days,
head inside to Radius Restaurant
and Zenith Louge where the visual

food and

wine experiences

L :
< i'.':i . =+
spectacle is no less impressive.

Share smoked salt and mountain
pepper calamari with goddess dress-
ing or Kokoda - Fijian style lime
and coconut cured snapper. Perhaps
Bassine halloumi tickles your taste-
buds. There’s also a fine selection of
mains sure to enchant the senses.

“It’s a beautiful spot,” Resort Manag-
er Carey Norton explains looking out
the floor-to-ceiling glass windows.

“We are often a second thought for
locals - yes we are a resort with accom-
modation, but we can also offer locals
so much more that is not available in
surrounding towns.”

There is no denying the property
is diverse and able to cater to a wide
range of individual or group needs -
from resort rooms to cabins and villas,
and even beautiful spaces to park up
the caravan.

“We have our larger private func-
tion spaces that can cater weddings
and large corporate events, but we also
have smaller boardroom spaces, per-
fect for meetings or smaller family din-
ners that require a little bit of privacy.”.

Delighting in a refreshing beverage,
whilst looking out to the horizon it is
easy to get swept away. To forget about
all the worries and embrace the birds
and wildlife passing by the windows,
as chef Rohan and his team prepare a
culinary treat.

For those with a sweet tooth the dark
chocolate nemesis with Bass River
merlot sorbet is a must, although one
can be forgiven for choosing the frozen
coconut mousse or whipped burnt va-
nilla cheesecake with Gippsland rhu-
barb; there is no disappointing.

Savour the flavours and try RACV
Inverloch Resort for yourself.

]

Wonthaggi’s local family
bakery since 1993

54

Set on the rugged Bass Coast

A warm and inviting space, Zenith Lounge is the place to enjoy a
drink, snacks and panoramic coastal views. Relax and catch live
music by local artists every Friday evening.

Open 7 days, 10am — 10pm.

A stunning light-filled space, Radius Restaurant showcases
local, regional produce and an extensive wine list. With
sweeping views of the coastline, Radius is a destination in itself.

Open for lunch and dinner 7 days. 12pm - 2pm and
5:30pm — 9pm. A range of great dining offers available.
Bookings recommended.

70 Cape Paterson-Inverloch Rd,
Inverloch, Victoria, 3996
For bookings call 03 5674 0420

RACV 35

—

racv.com.au/Inverloch

HM12202
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Serving all your favourites, baked fresh and
served with exceptional customer service

el BAKERY

SINCE 1993

S‘

33-35 Murray Street, Wonthaggi




AND more than you ever thought
you could know about milk.

A visit to Caldermeade Farm on the
South Gippsland Highway between
Lang Lang and Koo Wee Rup is time
well spent.

Nestled behind century-old hedges
this family-friendly farm and café
provides the perfect setting for re-
laxed indoor and outdoor dining well
away from the hustle and bustle of
holiday traffic.

Settled in 1875, Caldermeade was
originally one of the region’s premier
beef cattle properties but these days it
is home to Jersey dairy cows, chick-
ens, ducklings, goats, alpacas, deer,
rabbits and geese.

Sit down for a hot coffee and try Cal-
dermeade’s Devonshire tea, or save
room for an ice cream made from
fresh Jersey milk.

Visitors can also purchase pies made
at the cafe along with jams, preserves,
cakes and biscuits.

Caldermeade Farm is a place you
can visit again and again.

The family-run farm employs sev-
enty staff, seven days a week to serve
hundreds of meals a day in the im-
pressive restaurant and café, care for
350 dairy cows and calves, and run
a fifty-stall rotary milk plant twice a
day.

“It’s free to come and watch the
milking or visit the animal nursery,”
said Director Ben Gommans.

“Not many people do what we do
these days, owning and running every
side of the business from looking after
our cows to running our café, factory
and developing nutritious and deli-
cious recipes.”

Caldermeade Farm sells Jersey
milk and goat’s milk from the farm
café or through selected supermar-
kets, cheese, butter, yoghurt, ice
cream, and flavoured milk.

The farm’s Jersey cows eat fresh
Gippsland pasture producing milk
high in protein, calcium, vitamins,
and trace elements.

“Children love to see where milk
comes from before it appears on su-
permarket shelves in bottles and car-
tons.”

Jersey milk has a lower lactose
(sugar) content than most milk and
more protein but that’s not all, with
more cream Caldermeade Jersey
milk has a delicious smooth taste,
making it perfect for coffee, baking,
and cooking.

Rich, yellow and extra creamy, his-
torically Jersey milk has always been
the milk of choice for butter making.

“Ice cream and creamy-smooth
milkshakes are the most popular,”
said Ben noting Caldermeade Farm
hosts a fabulous market on the third
Saturday of each month.

A visit to Caldermeade Farm and
its amazing rotary dairy can include
an optional guided tour around the
farm including a visit to the calf shed
depending on the season, and a trip
out to the paddocks to feed the milk-
ing herd.

The farm tour runs at 1pm on Sat-
urday and Sunday during the school
term and every day during school
holidays.

Caldermeade Farm is open sev-
en days a week from 9am to 4pm
and tickets for the farm tour can be
bought in advance or at the café.

Bar & Bistro | Functions | Beer garden | Takeaway & Delivery
Online Ordering | Live Sports | Specialising in Dietary Requirements

Watch the milking at Caldermeade Farm
Jrom 2.30pm each day
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CAFE OPEN DAILY 9AM-4PM
ANIMAL NURSERY
WATCH MILKING DAILY 2.30PM
TRACTOR TOURS
MONTHLY MARKET (3RD SATURDAY)

4385 South Gippsland Highway, Caldermeade, VIC, 3984

Tel: 03 5997 5000 web: caldermeade.farm f .:
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the region’s local eateries

Avonleigh Farm Fine Food
42 Thorsons Road, Tarwin
5664 7264
avonleighfarmfinedining.com

TUCKED away in a little corner
of heaven is Avonleigh Farm Fine
Food.

Approaching the venue along the
driveway, visitors as transported
back in time as they are greeted by
the magnificent Victorian home.

Diners can expect elegance and
class with more delights awaiting
inside, from the beautifully crafted
antiques through to the exquisite
food to be savoured.

Established 13 years ago, Avon-
leigh Farm Fine Food has become
an indulgent treat for those wish-
ing to enjoy a taste of relaxation and
fine dining.

The food is baked on-site daily
with the utmost care, passion and
stunning presentation.

The ingredients are local-
ly sourced and organic where
possible.

Guests are welcomed with de-
lightful service, encouraged to en-
joy a bite to eat, and can take five
with a cuppa by the fire or bask in
the beautiful natural surroundings.

The joy of Avonleigh Farm Fine
Food is the experience and the quiet
ambience, whether guests are en-
joying a private dinner or a high tea.

It is the perfect atmosphere in
which to treat yourself for lunch
with family and friends or mark a
milestone occasion.

Located on Thorsons Road in
Tarwin, Avonleigh Farm Fine Food
is truly one of South Gippsland’s
hidden gems.

Connells Bakery

35 Murray Street, Wonthaggi
56721050
connellsbakery.com.au

THE smell of freshly baked bread
and delectable treats, Connells
Bakery in Wonthaggi is not to be
missed.

Established in the 1970s, by Barry
and Robyn Connell, Connells Bak-
ery has woven itself into the fab-
ric of Gippsland with destinations
once including Korumburra and
Mirboo North. Taking residence
in Wonthaggi in 1993, the Connell
family legacy now thrives under the
stewardship of Brad Connell and
his wife Dee.

Evolving from a traditional bak-
ery to a bustling gourmet haven
in 2005, the bakery has become a
cornerstone for locals and visitors
alike.

Awarded Silver and Bronze med-
als for pies in the Great Aussie Pie
competition, the store was voted
the best retail spot in the 2015 Bass
Coast Business Awards.

Delivering fresh, consistent de-
lights and a warm, welcoming ser-
vice, their sweets are nothing short
of delicious.

Indulge in a passionfruit kiss or
strawberry donut, an éclair, Miners
Pie or Gippslander, New Yorker or
brioche roll - the offerings delight
the heart and stomach.

=i

Leongatha RSL

Cnr Smith St & Michael Place,
Leongatha | 5662 2747
leongatha-rsl.com.au

SOUTH Gippsland’s premier
function, entertainment and leisure
destination. A place for veterans,
former service men and women and
the general public, Leongatha RSL
Sub Branch offers a large bistro, Red
Poppy Café and two bars, alongside
a function room.

Take in the large collection of
memorabilia as you enjoy a meal or
drink this summer.

If the club classics don’t take your
fancy then the large menu provides
plenty of options. Up for a seafood
treat then tempt the tastebuds with
the prawn twisters followed by the
seafood crepe or perhaps garlic
prawns. Looking for a meatier op-
tion the satay chicken skewers and
porterhouse might be up your alley.
Perhaps one of the daily specials.

With kids meal deals and half
serve options available, head into
Leongatha RSL this summer. Open
seven days a week for lunch, 12pm
- 2pm, and dinner, 5.30pm - 8pm.

Mahob at Moos

89 Whitelaw Street, Meeniyan
0413 035 690

mahob.com.au

FROM the vibrant streets of Wind-
sor to the pop-up magic in Haw-
thorn East, Mahob by Amok has
evolved, and now, a new chapter
begins in Meeniyan - a small town
with a big heart. Known as the Turn-
ing Point, Meeniyan is where Mahob
invite you to rediscover the bold,
punchy flavours that defined Amok
and experience their interpretation
of modern Cambodian cuisine.

At Mahob (meaning “food” in
Khmer), they celebrate the con-
nection food brings - kinship, joy,
and love. Drawing inspiration from
Cambodian traditions, their meals
are designed for sharing.

Join for breakfast and lunch from
8.30am to 4.30pm, Fridays to Mon-
days, or immerse yourself in Chef
Woody’s modern Cambodian cre-
ations at dinner on Friday and Sat-
urday evenings. Share meals, create
memories, and savour every bite to-
gether. Mahob at Moos is now open.

135-139 Jupiter Boulevard 5663 7585

56

Licensed Supermarket & Cafe

Groceries, milk, bread, magazines, take-away foods & great coffee,
ice creams and the best lolly shop, selection of fine wines and beers, toys and hardware,
liquor, ice, gas bottles, firewood, phone credit, video hire, ATM, bait/tackle & beach supplies.

Breakfast and lunch menu | Outside seating friendly service

"Bm'nj your smile we will m/.vﬁ@ the rest”

ME0122

DISCOVER | SUMMER 2024/25

Foodworks Inverloch has everything
you need for your Christmas
and Summer entertaining including
a range of fresh and frozen seafood
from Bass Strait Direct.

(wverloch

Your local Compmunidy
Sufen/ww%d

Shop instore and make the most of our
extended trading hours or shop online at
inverloch.myfoodworks.com.au

EXTENDED TRADING HOURS
(From December 26 to January 5, 2025)

OPEN 7 DAYS 7am to 8.30pm

FOODWORKS

Works for e

FOODWORKS Inverloch
10-12 Reilly Street
Phone 5674 1482



Phillip Island RSL

225-243 Thompson Ave, Cowes
59521004

pirsl.com.au

LOCATED at the gateway to Cow-
es on beautiful Phillip Island, Phil-
lip Island RSL features modern
comfortable surrounds with a great
range of food and beverage options.

The family friendly Lone Pine
Bistro boasts a 220-seat dining area
and features an alfresco balcony -
The Terrace, overlooking a native
plant garden.

Equipped with a children’s play-
room, TAB Keno and separate rac-
ing area, Sports bar and lounge with
big TV screens, pool table, fireplac-
es and a library and much more the
RSL is perfect for an evening meal,
lunch stop or simply to enjoy a cof-
fee and cake or drink.

Open Monday to Saturday from
10am to midnight and Sunday 10am
to 11.30pm, bookings are recom-
mended to avoid disappointment.

Wonthaggi Hotel

2 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi
5606 0108

1 WonthaggiHotel

OFTEN referred to as the Whale-
bone or Taberner’s, Wonthaggi Ho-
tel, isa culinary gem and a historical
landmark. With its rich heritage dat-
ing back to the early 20th century,
this charming establishment seam-
lessly blends old-world charm with
contemporary flair.

The Wonthaggi Hotel is a haven for
food enthusiasts, offering a diverse
menu that tantalises taste buds with
a symphony of flavours. From suc-
culent seafood fresh from the mar-
kets to hearty pub classics with a
modern twist, the culinary offerings
at this iconic hotel are a celebration
of the region’s finest produce.

The warm and inviting ambiance
creates the perfect backdrop for
both casual lunches and intimate
dinners, whether you’re sipping on a
local wine or indulging in their sea-
sonal specials, every visit promises
a gastronomic experience.

Youki's

JAFANESE TAKE AWAY

Fresh Sushi and hot meals including
curry and Ramen (noodles)

46 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi
Ph: 5672 4070
Open Monday - Friday, 9am - 3pm
Saturday, 10am - 2pm

Graham St

McBride Ave

ME0147

The Fish Creek Hotel

1 Old Waratah Road, Fish Creek
56832404
fishcreekhotel.com.au

BISTRO, Sports Bar, Accommo-
dation and Bottle Shop, The Fish
Creek Hotel has it all. Architec-
turally significant the welcoming
country hotel has the beloved pub
classics, Bass Strait Fish and Chips,
and Chicken Parma, whilst also
tantalising the tastebuds think Ko-
rean Fries Popcorn Chicken, French
Dip Beef Sliders, Seafood Linguine,
Curries, and BBQ Pork Back Ribs to
name but a few from the seasonally
changing menu.

Open for lunch and dinner, seven
days a week, dine in with the whole
family or take it away with you.

For those looking to explore Fish
Creek and surrounds nine well
equipped retro motel units sit be-
hind the hotel.

Enjoy relaxing by the bar, or fire
on the chillier nights, or sit back in
the bright and spacious ‘Fish’ Room
with large windows overlooking
Fish Creek.

Whether dinner with the family,
an informal catch up with friends or
a private function, The Fish Creek
Hotel has you covered.

Lunch Wednesday - Sunday 12noon-2.30pm
Dinner Wednesday - Saturday 5.30 - 8.30pm

SENIOR meals available Wed to Fri
Open Monday and Tuesday from 3pm,

The Middle Hotel

81 Commercial St, Korumburra
56551024
korumburrahotel.com.au

WHETHER vyou're catching up
with friends for a casual lunch, en-
joying a family meal, or celebrating
a special occasion, The Middle Ho-
tel’s bistro is the perfect setting. As
the Winner of the 2024 Best Parma,
2024 Overall Hotel of the Year, and
2024 Outdoor Experience Award, it
stands out as a premier dining des-
tination.

Open seven days a week for both
lunch and dinner, the bistro en-
sures you can relish its offerings
whenever your heart desires.

For those on the go, takeaway and
delivery services are available, al-
lowing you to enjoy the Middle Ho-
tel experience from the comfort of
your own home.

Whether starting off with an en-
trée or jumping straight into mains,
The Middle offers all your pub fa-
vourites with delectable additions
including Greek Style Western Dis-
trict Lamb Ribs, Peking Pork Bao
Buns, Twelve Hour Gippsland Beef
Brisket, Creamy Seafood Chowder
and more...

There is also a huge selection for
the kids to pick from.

With a menu that caters to diverse
tastes and preferences, this estab-
lishment promises a delightful culi-
nary journey.

Bookings are recommended

to secure your spot and ensure a
seamless dining experience.

THURSDAY - STEAK NIGHT

300g Porterhouse steak with
chips, salad and gravy for $25

ME0134

Wednesday-Sunday from 11am

All occasions catered for including birthdays, weddings and engagements

1 Ranceby Rd, Poowong

5659 2351

www.thepoowonghotel.com.au
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K0S BOR=D?

KORUMBURRA INDOOR MINI GOLF
& MAGILLAS INDOOR PLAY CENTRE

m@mmm.

Catering for: « Birthdays « Corporate Functions » Weddings

Open Thurs/Frn 9am-3.30pm
Saturdays 10am-3.30pm
Sundays 11am-3.30pm Phone 0409 404 612 | 9 Mine Road Korumburra 9350

ME0133
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Taking a road
trlp this Summer?

Don’t gamble with your safety,
book in for a tyre and safety check

We specialise in tyres whether it be for your
vehicle, 4WD, caravan/camper, trailer or truck

* Tyres ® Wheel Alignments ¢ Wheels
e Suspension ¢ Brakes ¢ Batteries

7. Tyrepower

GET THE POWER OF AUSTRALIA’S BIGGEST INDEPENDENT
78 Watt Street, Wonthaggi | 56725760 | www.tyrepowerwonthaggi.com.au [[]

HM12199

9103

"% HOSTS: Heidi & Dave

e Sites e Cabins
e Camping
e Adventure playground
* Quiet parkland setting

@ @ BASS COAST
BOAT & CARAVAN
STORAGE

* Undercover & external storage for boat, caravan & other vehicles
* Convenient location saving your fuel costs towing
« Affordable costs starting at $77 per month

* Flexible short and long term lease options

e 24/7 CCTV video surveillance

* Automatic security gates BUS'NESS
* 5 star Google reviews OF THE YEAR

& PEOPLE’S CHOICE
(® mailebasscoatbcs.com.au RETAIL AND SERVICES

@ www.basscoastbes.com.au
WINNER

€ find us on Facebook @basscoastbcs
BASS COAST BUSINESS AWARDS

Phone: 0484 144 948
Address: 1835 Bass Highway, GLEN FORBES 3990

HM12124

MUCH MORE THAN "'*_;
% JUST A NEWSAGENCY. §

Discover a world of treasures at
Paperplay! We offer a stunning range of
gifts, homewares, games, books,
and exquisite cards and wrapping paper.

% Visit us today and let your imagination soar. H

-.-‘E’ Paperpl<y

Shops E & E, 10 ABeckett Street, Inverloch
Tel 5674 1177 www.paperplayonline.com.au

SOUTH GIPPSLAND

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL! OPEN MOST DAYS
CALL CAMERON 0407 611 203 OR VISIT WEBSITE

TANKADVENTURES.COM.AU

2349 WOORARRA RD, WONYIP, VICTORIA 3962

CE'—LAR_DOOR Welcome to our cellar door. We love Pinot Noir and the three
64 Cashin Street Inverloch distinct “dirts” our vines are grown in. We strive to make
Thurs=Sun 12pm-5.30pm wines with soul and harmony, that sing of the dirt in which
Summer Holidays: OPEN 7 DAYS they’re grown. Taste our wines and sit down and sample
www.dirtythreewines.com.au some awesome local cheese or charcuterie.

ME0144

PBLZLNH

On trend quality
homewares
and gift ideas
*Homewares ° Furniture

* Jewellery ¢ Ladies clothing
*Toys ¢ Children’s clothing

a jﬂr’dﬁﬂ of #% -

143 Graham Street, Wonthaggi
5672 1622 il

Bass Coast Paintball
doesn’t offer just a regular
game of paintbaill,

PAINTBALL GAMES ~ AXE THROWING SPLATMASTER

426 WEST CREEK RD, WONTHAGGI | 0413 693 376
www.basscoastpaintball.com.au

HM12185
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thg markets
this season

Churchill Island

Farmers Market

January 4 | 8am-1pm

With more than 40 stalls, this market
showcases the best of Gippsland’s
produce. In a unique location,
marketgoers are treated to the
picturesque natural environment
of Churchill Island as they shop.
From seasonal fruits and vegetables
to specialty food products, taste
sensations await.

Coal Creek Farmers Market
January 11 | 8am-12.30pm

A wonderful display of stunning food
straight from the farm is on offer at
Coal Creek. Formed by a community
wanting to experience more of the
clean foods produced locally, this
market is a nod to the hard workers
in the agriculture industry at one of
Korumburra’s premier attractions.
This is a plastic bag free market.

Corinella Community Market
January 11 | 9am-1pm

From produce to crafts, the Corinella
Community Market entices. It is

the perfect place to spend a Sunday
morning with the family. There are
more than 30 stalls — both indoor
and outdoor - and a sausage sizzle to
enjoy. This is a pet friendly market,
but dogs must be on a lead.

Coronet Bay Market
January 19 | 9am-2pm

Discover a vibrant mix of craft, plants,
bric-a-brac, and an array of new and
used treasures, plus so much more!
Treat yourself to hot coffee, delicious
food, and tempting cakes and slices as
you explore both indoor and outdoor
stalls at Coronet Bay Recreation
Reserve, 39 Gellibrand Street.

Cowes Island Craft Market
January 11 | 9am-2pm

Located at the St Philip’s Parish Hall,
the theme of this market is ‘Make,
Bake and Grow’. It offers more than
60 stalls from talented producers

and craftspeople. Marketgoers can
peruse crafts, clothes, plants, produce
and more. The proceeds from this
market are donated back into the local
community.

Cowes Market on Church
December 28 and January 24 |
9am-2pm

A delightful community market
featuring over 30 stalls offering local
produce, crafts, plants, clothing, and
unique finds in the trash and treasure
shed on the fourth Saturday of every
month. Savour hot food and drinks
while exploring both indoor and
outdoor stalls at St Phillip’s Parish
Hall grounds, Cowes. A perfect spot
for discovering hidden treasures and
enjoying local treats.
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Cowes Sunday Market
February 2 | 9am-2pm

Held on the glorious Cowes
Esplanade, the final Sunday market
of the year will be held on December
17. The market showcases a plethora
of local goods, including produce
and arts. There are no Cowes Sunday
markets in January, so be sure to get
in quick.

Bass Market

January 18 | 8am-1pm

A delightful mix of stallholders and
food vendors come together on the
third Saturday of each month to offer
an exceptional shopping experience at
2 Bass School Road, Bass.

Inverloch Community
Farmers Market

December 27, and January 1*, 8%,
15%, 22*, 26 *Twilight market.
9am-1pm (Sunday) and
3pm-8pm (twilight)

This family-friendly, pet-friendly
market showcases fabulous local
produce. Located in the Glade, right
on the beach, marketgoers are treated
to Gippsland’s finest range of fruit
and vegetables, seafood and meats,
wines, olive oils, honeys and plants.
Be sure to keep your dog on a lead.

Inverloch Farmers Market
January 18 | 8am-1pm

Located by the beach with access

to the local park, the Inverloch
Farmers Market provides the perfect
family outing. The Glade hosts
more than SO stalls, featuring fresh
Gippsland produce. Live music
provides ambience as marketgoers
browse.

Island Foreshore Market
December 28 and January 11 and
25| 3pm-9pm

This twilight market offers a
fabulous range with a mix of local
and international stalls. Handmade
merchandise, arts and crafts,
specialty food products and local
produce always draw in the crowds.
The outing is complete with live
music, children’s entertainment and
food trucks.

Jumbunna Bush Market
January 5| 9am-1pm

The emphasis is on homemade and
homegrown products at this market.
Fifteen stalls are open to marketgoers,
with a fine range of crafts and
woodwork to discover. Refreshments
are available on the day.

Kongwak Market
Every Sunday | 10am-2pm

Nestled in the heart of Kongwak is the
beloved market, which is open to the
public every Sunday. The Kongwak
market is the go-to place to find an
eclectic selection of retro, vintage

and second-hand items and books.

A contemporary art gallery is also
open for viewing and marketgoers can
enjoy a sausage sizzle or Indian food
as the wander the stalls. Entry is a $1
donation.

Koonwarra Farmers Market
January 4 | 8am-1pm

This market was established to
showcase its regional producers,
growers and specialty food makers.
Local artisans are also encouraged
to be involved and often provide
marketgoers with beautiful gift
options. The market is held in the
hall adjoining Memorial Park if the
weather is not favourable. It is also a
pet friendly market, with dogs to be
kept on a lead.

Loch Lions Village Market
January 12 | 8am-1pm

Marketgoers are sure to be impressed
with the assortment the Loch Lions
Village Market has to offer. Located

in the Loch Railway Station Reserve,
the market offers vibrant produce and
crafts. Refreshments are available on
site.

On The Lawn Market
January 19 | 9am-2pm

This market is known for its
wonderful range of stallholders and
food vendors. Held at Newhaven
Primary School, a gold coin donation
gives marketgoers access to the
variety of produce, crafts, handmade
merchandise, and cakes and pastries
on offer. The welcoming vibe keeps
people coming back.

Prom Country Farmers Market
January 18 | 8am-12pm

Bring your shopping bags along

and indulge in the fine produce
Gippsland has to offer. All
stallholders grow and make their
own products and are happy to chat
with marketgoers about where their
food is sourced from. Grab a coffee or
enjoy brunch and take in the delights
of this market.

Prom Produce and Craft Market
December 29 and January 26 |
8am-1pm

Known as one of the biggest and

best craft markets in Gippsland,

this market is the ideal place to find
unique treasures. Organised by the
Foster Rotary Club and Toora Lions
Club, the market showcases more
than 150 stalls. Please bring your own
bags whilst on this shopping trip.

Rail Trail Community Market
January 19 | 8.30am-1pm

Leongatha’s beloved community
market transformed into the

Rail Trail Community Market in
early 2024. Set in the picturesque
Leongatha Railway Precinct, offering
a vibrant atmosphere, ample space,
and convenient parking discover
an exciting array of locally sourced
products, including fresh produce,
baked goods, beautiful crafts,

and more from talented local
stallholders. Don’t miss out on this
revitalised market experience!

Rhyll Twilight Market
January 3 and 17 | 4pm-8pm

Held in Rhyll Park, this bumper
market offers more than 60 stalls

for marketgoers to browse. Produce,
clothing and crafts are the attraction.
Live bands provide the ambience,
and marketgoers can also enjoy the
outdoor dining area to complete the
evening.

Tarwin Lower Market
January 3 and 27 | 8am-1pm

The market offers a wide variety of
stalls, ranging from food and plants
through to books and bric-a-brac.
It’s fun for the whole family and
usually includes live entertainment.



KOONWARRA COAL CREEK
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SATURDAY 8AM-12.30PM
JANUARY Il & FEBRUARY 8
COAL CREEK CAR PARK

Farmers
MARKET

SATURDAY
JAN 4 & FEB 1

Great local produce &
friendly atmosphere

1st Saturday of every month

Contact David =
0411 413 716 H@

Produce grown and
made from the South

Gippsland region. Coa
2nd SATURDAY ;
oF every MONTH [ - m .

Contact David 0411 413 716

ME0130

Providing the community with

workwear and safety gear

for over 35 years!

e Safety boots
e Safety gear

* Protective clothing
* Waterproof clothing
e Hi-Visibility clothing e Safety signs
® \/inyl Printing in house e First aid kits
* Embroidered & screen printed uniforms

OUNTRYWIDE

131 Commercial St, Korumburra | 5655 1142
www.countrywideclothingandsafetysupplies.com

Local
Property
Expert

Hodges Wonthaggi /

Bass Coast can assist

with selling or buying
your next property

Stacey Homicki
V1 0428 790 840
E shomicki@hodges.com.au

HM12195

WONTHAGGI
BOOK
EXCHANGE

Books | Clothes

Records
Shoes | DVDs

o o Lo

1 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi | Ph: 03 5672 4790

HM12148

A BOUTIQUE
REFORMER PILATES STUDIO IN
THE HEART OF SAN REMO.
AT COR WE BELIEVE PILATES IS
FOR EVERYBODY. WE ARE HERE
TO BRING YOU A VARIETY OF

CLASSES THAT COMBINE ALL THE
BEST THINGS LIKE BREATHING, -
STRENGTH, BALANCE AND

STABILITY. WHETHER YOU ARE

JUST STARTING YOUR PILATES F‘
JOURNEY OR YOU'RE A PILATES
PRO, WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR

YOU.

Download our Cor Pilates App
and take advantage of our intro offer
- $20 for your first class.

FULL MECHANICA
WORKSHOP
REPAIR CE

® L and Boss UXV sales ® Small engine sales ¢
® CF Moto ATV/UXV sales @ Origin Energy he

#Husqvarna

WELSHPOOL OUTDOOR

& ORIGIN GAS SUPPLIES

=
—

s-

19 Main Street,Welshpool P:5688 1304 F:5688 1649 E:welshpooloutdoors@bigpond.com

—

KORUMBURRA

Second hand ¢ Vintage
Retro * Contemporary
Homewares ° Furniture
Women's wear * Men’s wear
Children’s wear * Books
Vinyl CDs DVDs

OPEN EVERYDAY 10am-4pm Jane: 0417 142 478
61 Commercial Street, Korumburra Vic 3950

HM12146

50% OFF

SUMMER SALE

Extensive range of antique
furniture & vintage decorative
ware to enhance your modern

or heritage home.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
40 Victoria Road, Loch Village, 3945
Mobile 0433 969 835
Email: sales@carringtons.com.au

n Follow us on Facebook
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=~ PHOENIX"::

Introducing Phoenix Dental Implants presented by South Gippsland Dental, a
prestigious clinic renowned for world class dentistry, right here in South Gippsland ,
Leongatha.

We are a team of highly trained Dentists, Dental technicians, and Prosthetist utilising
the latest modern technology with well researched techniques.

At Phoenix Dental Implants, Precise & Safe
we offer and focus on expert
dental implants that are:

More Comfortable
Quick & Easy
Sensible Pricing
Without Compromising Quality

LAUNCH OFFER - Limited time only !

*Mention this ad to redeem offer

Single tooth Implant with zirconia crown:
$3,995* (normally $5,600)

Full arch zirconia bridge including 4 implants
and temporary bridge/denture: $19,995*
(hormally $25,000)

* If extra implants or procedures are required such as bone
grafting, price changes will be discussed during the
consultation process.

CALL NOW
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Knowledge.

Skill.
Experience.

't's how our agents maximise the value of your property.

RayWhite.

A CHANGING MARKET MEANS
A CHANGING PROPERTY VALUE

If you are thinking of selling now is the time

To sell your home with Australasia’s leading [=] 'FﬁEl
real estate brand, contact your local Ray White team %

6 Williams Street, Inverloch 03 5662 9533 www.raywhiteinverloch.com.au

raywhite.com
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A positive wave

...The ripple effect of volunteering

THE Sentinel-Times introduced
Joanna (Jo) O’Reilly Stubbs in the last
Discover Autumn edition and as sum-
mer approaches journalist Nicole May
has dived in a little deeper to hear of
Jo’s recent experience as an Environ-
mental Research Scientist and how her
volunteer work has made such a posi-
tive impact within the community.

Jo previously spoke to us about the
importance of conservation efforts in
protecting the coastline and its wild-
life and discussed her efforts to en-
able career paths for women in histor-
ically male-dominated industries, for
example in speaking to Jo, it didn’t
take long to realise that her initiative
to make positive change was inspir-
ing those around her but she shared
how others were also weaving a path-
way for her too.

Jo joined the Phillip Island Board-
riders Club (PIBC) in 2022, initially
interested in surf photography, but
inspired by the leadership of former
president Hannah Eisen, she took on
the role of treasurer (currently in her
third season) and has shaped strong
change since - successfully attaining
a total of over $70,000 in paid grants
for PIBC.

“These grants have been success-
ful applications from the Bass Coast
Shire Council, Bendigo Bank, Victo-
rian State Government and the Foun-
dation Rural Regional Renewal of
which we were recently successful in
coordinating the weeding and plant-
ing at the PIBC,” said Jo.

“This $4300 of funding will reju-
venate and rehabilitate all the sand
dunes and soils around the club-
house. With the grant we’ll be able
to pay our local club member, Harry
DeRoth, to do the work on a commu-
nity planting day - it’s all scheduled
for autumn next year.

“Harry will source all the native spe-
cies endemic to the area from Barb
Martin Bushbank Native Nursery.
It’s really satisfying to bring money
into local, regional Victoria and to
see things get done, literally on the
ground.”

Whilst still interested in surf pho-
tography and developing this pro-
ficiency as a hobby, Jo said that her
most recent role as a surf judge has
significantly improved her photogra-
phy immensely.

“As part of PIBC, all competitors surf

a heat and judge a heat, and I thought
oh, it’d be good to learn how to do this,
and Surfing Victoria was offering free
courses to Boardrider members, so I
signed up for the foundation course.
Being a surfjudge has made me a better
photographer because now I'm captur-
ing what’s considered technically diffi-
cult or just stylish,” Jo explained.

Jo has since gone on to complete
the level two progression course and
become a judge at Surfing Victoria
competitions, where she was trained
by elite judges who judge WSL com-
petitions internationally.

“I really love it, because it’s dif-
ferent to my paid work, to my edu-
cation background - it’s nice to do
something completely different and
it ties in with my volunteer work with
PIBC,” said Jo.

Although this role is different, ev-
erything that Jo puts her mind to
somehow still ties together with her
making direct positive change, in-
cluding her volunteer role in the elec-
tion campaign for Independent Can-
didate for Monash, Deb Leonard.

“Working on the campaign with Deb
just feels like the right thing to do. To
simply help a friend who’s also a great
community leader,” said Jo.

“It’s interesting for me, because I
did an undergrad in politics and to
watch itin action and to see that as an
independent, she’s like an open book,
is fabulous.”

Despite these volunteer roles, Jo
is the founder of Urban Forestry Re-
search and a freelance Research Writ-
er for different community projects.

“These projects are all about look-
ing holistically at a region. In my re-
cent work, employed with Kindred
Spirits Enterprises, I was looking at
Gippsland and what social founda-
tions people need to live a good life,
and what are the ecological ceilings
for different environmental compo-
nents,” Jo explained.

To sum it up, Jo was researching
council targets, reports, and strate-
gies, as well as state and federal gov-
ernment - looking at sustainability
development goals.

“It’'s a holistic view of the entire
community needs, as opposed to one
subsection,” said Jo.

“I'm connecting with people, who
all work towards one common goal.
Just real people, doing real work.”

NEW LOTS
NOW SELLING

Lot Sizes from 448m? to 792m? Pricing from $240,000 to $299,000

Build your dream home at Parklands Estate, Wonthaggi and experience

a new style of living on the Bass Coast.

Fanklands

WONTHAGGI
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Register your interest now!

1300 WONTHAGGI (966 842)
parklandswonthaggi.com.au




INVERLOCH

ACCOMMODATION

S, e A, Sl P

Are you ready to book your
next stay in the region?

-l:-'
With a portfolio of quality homes to suit your budget E{é .FEII

and needs, you'll find the perfect accommodation. A
Book directly on our website or call the team. ll‘"’rﬁ:ﬁ
[=] %8s

We can take the stress out of managing your holiday home

v Specialised and dedicated team v Arrange cleans between guests
v Market & advertising your property over multiple platforms
v Booking Management v Arrange maintenance
v 24/7 guest inquiries & support

6 Williams Street, Inverloch 03 5613 9053 www.inverlochaccommodation.com.au
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Plenty of
room for all

IMAGINE sitting outside on the bal-
cony overlooking the glass-like water
across Western Port Bay, the sun on the
horizon ready to break through for the
day. It’s a spectacular sight.

The house is still asleep — visiting
family occupying the guest suite and
two bedrooms, it’s routine now, they
know which room is whose and there’s
plenty of space for all.

The downstairs laundry is perfect,
easy to wash up after a day spent on
the beach. The rumpus room, a space
where the big kids can play video
games in the evening, whilst the young
kids play games on the balcony.

The upstairs master looks out over
Bass Strait, it’s no less special and per-
fect for storm watching. A large walk-
in robe runs alongside with ensuite
easily accessible.

It’s not a dream, it’s coastal tranquil-
ity at its finest with SJD Homes.

The award-winning Portsea 376 of-
fers exceptional double storey reverse
living. With four bedrooms, three
bathrooms and three loungerooms
there is plenty of room for all.

SJD has over 30 years of experience
in the industry, and was the brainchild
of principal, Simon Dunstan, who dis-
covered, by listening to what home
buyers really wanted, that there was a
distinct gap in the marketplace.

Fast-forward and SJD Homes have
built thousands of homes and grown

Visit one of our four display homes at
330 White Road, Wonthag od:

Caversham 314
4 2 2

* Sustainable Homes

+First Home Buyers
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Open 7 days from 12p

from a two employee business to one
of more than 100 employees. And bet-
ter yet, they employ local people, sup-
port local trades, suppliers and indus-
try, alongside local organisations and
charitable causes.

“We pride ourselves on our quality,”
Construction Manager Kim O’Connor
explained, noting the Portsea 376 dis-
play home in Wonthaggi had recently
taken out the Best Display Home in the
$500,000-$600,000 category at the
HIA Eastern Victoria Housing Awards.

“These awards are a true reflection of the
dedication, craftsmanship, and passion
our team puts into every home we build.”

LY

homes
ISPLAY HOME

J)!’L/jé/‘)is}sme

Patterson 332
4 3 3

- Customised Homes
- Investment Properties

‘Homestead Homes
House & Land Packages

Whether looking to downsize, upsize
or a first home buyer the team at SJD
will help guide you through the pro-
cess from start to finish.

“We understand that navigating the
homebuying process can be daunting,
especially for first-time buyers and
investors. That’s why we have stream-
lined every step to make it as straight-
forward as possible, without compro-
mising on the quality of construction
and customer service,” said new home
building consultant at Wonthaggi,
Michelle Eckhardt.

SJD Homes was recently recognised
as HIA's Most Professional Major

Portsea 376
4 3 3

Builder for 2024, a testament to their
excellence in construction, customer
care, and innovation. This recognition
gives prospective homeowners confi-
dence that they are choosing a trusted,
reliable builder dedicated to delivering
quality and excellence.

Whether your family is young and
growing or retirement beckons head
instore today, next year you might just
be sipping on your morning coffee
overlooking the crystal waters of West-
ern Port. You can visit SJD Homes Dis-
play Home Super Centre at 330 White
Road, North Wonthaggi. Open seven
days a week, 12pm-5pm.

o i} e

Maldive 223
4 2 2

* Knockdown Rebuild Homes
- Irregular Block Specialists
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South Gippsland’s nj?;r Wj/ treasures
 These underrated treasures in South Gippsland promise a blend of natural beauty, history,
and local charm, providing a unique and off-the-beaten-path experience for travellers.

Loch Suspension Bridge:

Suspended in the trees 12 metres
above the beautiful Allsop Creek, the
Loch Suspension Bridge connects the
township of Loch to the Memorial Re-
serve.

There’s something special about the
movement of a suspension bridge as
you cross, which attracts people to
Loch.

Agnes Falls:

Explore South Gippsland’s highest
waterfall, Agnes Falls, nestled in a pic-
turesque setting surrounded by lush
vegetation.

A short 200 metre walking track
leads from the car park to a viewing
area overlooking the falls. Along the
way watch for birds darting between
bushes and the diverse range of veg-
etation present.

Rest on the seats provided and enjoy
the view within the gorge.

RUSSELL BROADBENT

FOLLOWAVIEOINE

IOMEEE
UPIDAVIELD.
INRIE

LATES)

ISSUES

(03) 5623 2064
46C Albert St Warragul VIC 3820

russell.broadbent.mp@aph.gov.au
Authorised by Russell Broadbent MP, Independent Federal Member for Monash, Warragul

Tarra-Bulga National Park:

An enchanting rainforest with an-
cient ferns, towering eucalyptus trees,
and scenic walking tracks. Walk under
an emerald canopy of ancient myrtle
beech pierced by thin shafts of sunlight.

Admire the graceful Corrigan’s Sus-
pension Bridge, stretching across the
forest canopy and don’t forget to pack
a picnic to enjoy in one of the sheltered
picnic sites.

Walks in the park vary from leisurely
strolls to more difficult overnight hikes.

Cape Liptrap Coastal Park:

A less-explored coastal park with rug-
ged cliffs, lighthouses, and hidden beach-
es, perfect for a peaceful coastal retreat.

Delight in the breathtaking vistas
from the Cape Liptrap Lighthouse, of-
fering panoramic views of turquoise
waters. The straightforward, self-guid-
ed stroll not only showcases the scenic
beauty but also provides insights into
its historical importance. Explore the
mangroves bustling with unique bird-
life. Do not swim at Cape Liptrap.

¢ firstnational

REAL

5674 2255

Our experlenced ’reom can help you

BUY, SELL AND RENT
REAL ESTATE

1B A'beckett Street, Inverloch | www.southcoastfn.com.au

tsiare | SOuthcoast

HM12201

We put you first
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The Wonthaggi Club

One Great Club,
Two Great QVeunes

Club Bistro

OPEN for Lunch & Dinner 7 DAYS
Monday - Kids Eat Free*

Tuesday - Celebrity Parma
Try a different parma every week
for only $22 served with a pot*

Wednesday - Steak Night*
2 premium steaks & a bottle of wine $60

Thursday - Seniors Deal*
$14 Two Course lunch & dinner

Friday - Funtimes
Mega Raffles
Cash Draws
Finger Food from 5pm

bar and lounge

WITH 12 BEERS ON TAP

Great Australian Wine List, including some local offerings.

ALL DAY MENU FROM 12PM - 8PM DAILY
TAB, KENO, FOX SPORTS

Courtesy Bus
Thursday, Friday & Saturday
4pm-6pm & 8pm-10pm
Bookings Essential

1[)J |l Join asaMy1Club REWARDS Member and SAVE @R
=
CLL,!,E 16 McBride Ave Wonthaggi | 5672 1007 gﬂ

The Clubhouse
//_i\\ BISTRO OPEN

The Open for lunch, dinner and take-away

C l u b h D L]_ S e Tuesday - Saturday = :E*l : =

Bingo every Thursday from 1lam
FUNCTIONS & EVENTS and Saturday from 10am

= H
Ph 56872 1437 Free Quiz every Wednesday from 6:30pm @F
Poker every Thursday & Friday night,

plus Sundays afternoon.

11 Dr. Sleeman Dve, Wonthaggi (Located at Wonthaggi Golf Club)
Phone 5672 1437 www.wonthaggicountryclub.com.au
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