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Darryl, Sharyn and all the 
staff from Edney’s would like 
to wish our valued customers

MERRY CHRISTMAS
A very safe and

  

113a Thompson Avenue, Cowes

5952 2633
www.alexscott.com.au
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35 Settlement Rd, 
Cowes

Opposite the  
golf club, this 
presents the 

ultimate lifestyle.
$830,000
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THE LAST THE LAST 
HURRAH?HURRAH?
Bikies ride into Bass Coast as insignia ban looms
THE Australian Criminal Intelligence 

Commission identifies 35 Australian Out-
law Motorcycle Gangs, among them the 
Red Devils MC Australia.

Not as well-known as their affiliate club 
the Hells Angels, and others including the 
Comancheros, Bandidos, Coffin Cheat-
ers, Gypsy Jokers and Outlaws, they are 
nonetheless on the list.

And they rolled into town around  

lunchtime on Saturday.
About a dozen of them rode in forma-

tion down the main street at San Remo, 
just after noon, stopped briefly at the 
San Remo Hotel, parking their shiny ma-
chines out the back and then continued 
on to Cowes where they roared up the 
main street and into Chapel Street on 
their way to overnight digs in Cowes.

It’s unlikely the world-famous Penguin 

Parade was on their itinerary.
The group stayed overnight at a well-

known hospitality venue in town where 
fellow patrons said they caused no prob-
lems and quietly exited the premises on 
Sunday morning, around 9.30am.

They left no debris or mess in their 
wake. Why would they, asked someone on 
social media.

Continued page 3

SHOP 
LOCAL
Last 
minute 
gifts

Member for Bass Jordan Crugnale, with executive director of primary and community clinical services Kirsten Weinzierl, and interim chief executive of Bass 
Coast Health Simone Alexander, celebrate the allocation of a $1.9 million refurbishment grant.

$1.9m upgrade for San Remo’s Griffiths Point Lodge
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Leongatha & Korumburra Only

www.michaelsiga.com.au

$199ea

Specials available from Wed 17th to Tues 30th December 2025. While Stocks Last.
We reserve the right to correct printing errors. Images are for illustration purposes only.

Michael’s IGA Liquor supports the responsible service and consumption of alcohol.

  grab
a 10 pack!

Multi Buy

2for
$12

Carlton Draught or Dry, 
Victoria Bitter or Hahn Super Dry 4.6% 

Cans 375ml  x 10 Packs 
or Asahi 5% Cans 330ml x 10 Packs

Wolf Blass Red Label 
750ml Varieties

Vidal Marlborough Sauv Blanc or 
Villa Maria Private Bin Marlborough 

750ml Varieties

Multi Buy

2for
$25

$2999ea

AUSTRALIAN 
WHITE SEEDLESS GRAPES

AUSTRALIAN CHERRIES 
500G PRE PACKED

$2299kg

AUSTRALIAN LAMB LOIN CHOPS

FRENCH STICKS

SNOWDONIA CHEESE 
150G VARIETIES
$5.32 per 100g

AUSTRALIAN PORK LOIN ROASTS

AUSTRALIAN TRUSS TOMATOES

$999kg

$699ea

INGHAM’S CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS

$399kg

$999kg

$499kg

AUSTRALIAN EXTRA LARGE 
TIGER PRAWNS

$2199kg

$799ea

$199bunch
AUSTRALIAN SPRING ONIONS
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IS YOUR BIN CONTENT RECYCLED 
OR DUMPED IN LANDFILL?

Our walk-in and 
skip bins are hand 

sorted to guarantee 
recyclables don’t 
end up in landfi ll

Call the commercial and residential waste specialists today!

accounts@wheelawaste.com
www.wheelawaste.com.au

5672 2056

Locally owned & operated

HM12869
EPA Registered R000301404

H
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Disclaimer: Your full financial situation will need to be reviewed prior to 
acceptance of any offer or product. LS Finance Broking Pty Ltd, Credit 

Representative (495763) is authorised under Australian Credit Licence 389328.

Lynda 0429 121 082

Need a boost for 
your Christmas 

this year?

Let’s hop your BUSINESS into  
the new year with the right loan

Brad Hosking
0429 062 258
brad.hosking@wfi.com.au

Meet your Local 
WFI Insurance 
Rep, Brad

Insurance issued by CGU Australia Pty Ltd ABN 62 004 478 960 
trading as WFI. To see if a product is right for you, always 
consider the Product Disclosure Statement and Target Market 
Determinations available from wfi.com.au. Brad Hosking  has 
been authorised by Lokaya Pty Ltd to provide financial services 
on behalf of WFI. Lokaya Pty Ltd is an Authorised Representative 
of WFI.

677140-1 1025 WFI1174.indd   1677140-1 1025 WFI1174.indd   1 24/10/2025   12:13 pm24/10/2025   12:13 pm

$1.9m upgrade for 
San Remo’s Griffiths 

Point Lodge
By Michael Giles

BASS Coast Health will receive 
$1.9 million in funding to refurbish 
Griffiths Point Lodge in San Remo.

Member for Bass Jordan Crug-
nale announced the funding as part 
of the ninth round of the Regional 
Health Infrastructure Fund.

Worth a total of $75 million across 
the state, the funding will support 
health services to deliver 61 proj-
ects and upgrades, including refur-
bishments, equipment upgrades, 
expansions as well as funding to 
plan and design future projects.

Kooweerup Regional Health 
Service will also receive 
$182,000 to upgrade its Nurse 
Call System at the Killara and 
Western Port Unit.

“This is such welcomed funding 
under our signature funding pro-
gram and goes to strengthening 
local healthcare, improving safe-
ty and comfort for patients, and 
backing the dedicated staff who 
care for our community every day,” 
Ms Crugnale said.

Interim chief executive of Bass 
Coast Health Simone Alexander, 
which manages the 29-room aged 
care facility, also welcomed the 
funding announcement for the 
much-loved San Remo hostel.

Since establishing the fund in 
2016, the state government has 
funded more than 675 projects for 
regional health services, the larg-
est program of its type in Victoria.

Now worth a total of $790 mil-
lion, it plays a vital role in ensuring 
regional health services can attract 
and retain a highly skilled local 
workforce, with construction also 
supporting the creation of hun-
dreds of jobs statewide.From page 1

“They were just sitting there, 
having a few drinks and keep-
ing to themselves,” said an-
other visitor to the food and 
refreshment venue.

Local police were aware of 
their presence and did a cou-
ple of drive-bys.

Their visit to Phillip Island 
comes at an interesting time 
for so-called “one per cent” 
motorcycle riders, those in-
volved in outlaw motorcycle 
gangs, after legislation passed 
in the Victorian Parliament last 
October came into force on Au-
gust 25 introducing a new of-
fence that bans adults from 
publicly displaying the insignia 
of an organisation listed in the 
regulations.

Most other states already 
have these laws.

However, while it is an of-
fence to display the colours of 
an outlaw motorcycle gang, the 
penalties that apply, and they 

are considerable, more than 
$12,000 for an individual and 
$61,000 for an organisation, 
only apply if a club is named 
as “prescribed” under the new 
insignia offence.

The Attorney-General is 
considering whether to rec-
ommend prescribing the fol-
lowing organisations for the 
insignia offence: Hells Angels 
Motorcycle Club, Red Devils  

Motorcycle Club, Finks  
Motorcycle Club, Sixty Six-
ers Motorcycle Club, Mon-
gols Motorcycle Club, Raiders 
Motorcycle Club, Bandidos 
Motorcycle Club, Diablos Mo-
torcycle Club, Soldados Motor-
cycle Club, Outlaws Motorcycle 
Club, Comanchero Motorcycle 
Club, Rebels Motorcycle Club 
and Gypsy Joker Motorcycle 
Club.

So they’ve got the rules, but 
they haven’t said which clubs it 
affects.

Whether the Red Devils’ in-
signia, patches and colours 
become the subject of the leg-
islation has been addressed in 
a Department of Justice and 
Community Safety consultation 
process to which the Victorian 
Attorney-General is yet to reply.

Whether the visit to Bass 
Coast at the weekend by the 
Red Devils MC, in their club re-
galia, was their last hurrah only 
time will tell.

Bikies ride into Bass Coast as insignia ban looms

Members of the Red Devils Motorcycle Club Australia, in full 
regalia, rolled into San Remo and on to Phillip Island at the 
weekend for an overnight stay. They caused no trouble but was 
it their last hurrah?

In a spin over Island’s 
new ferris wheel

YOU need a permit to build 
a shed in your backyard if it’s 
more than 10sqm.

You need a permit to operate a 
mobile food van.

You need a planning permit to 
put up an advertising sign in the 
farming zone.

You definitely need a permit 
to run a music concert on your 
own land.

But you don’t need a planning 
permit to operate a 30-metre 
high ferris wheel, right in the 
middle of Cowes. Who knew?

That’s according to Bass Coast 
Shire Council:

“Bass Coast Shire Council 
confirms that the activity (ferris 
wheel etc) at 85-87 Thompson 
Avenue, Cowes does not require 
a planning permit.

“Council teams will work close-
ly with the operator throughout 
the temporary activation to en-
sure the operation remains com-
pliant and that local and sur-
rounding amenity is protected.

“Council will continue to moni-
tor the site and respond to any 
issues should they arise.”

So, it’s tick, tick, tick on all 
council’s boxes for the new ferris 
wheel ride that looks set to be a 
part of the whole summer holi-
days in Cowes.

The ferris wheel’s last big en-
gagement was at the EKKA in 

Brisbane, the Queensland equiv-
alent of the Melbourne Show, 
where its capacity of 120 people, 
six to a cabin, was rarely tested. 
After that the Gold Coast.

And it’s been well received by the 
punters since it opened on Friday.

“Yeah, great. It was her first 
ride. Now we know she’s not 
afraid of heights,” said visitor 
Meg with youngster Matilda.

“You can see a lot. The jetty, 
Western Port, water all around. 
A great view,” she said.

One group that’s not so pleased 
is the team from the Island Sum-
mer Carnival, set to kick off their 
annual carnival at the Hilton Chad-
wick Reserve on New Year’s Eve.

The subject of extensive council 
permits, the carnival operators, 
who lease the land they used to 
own from the council, believe 
they have been dudded by the 
ferris wheel and rides start-up 
right in the middle of town.

“We can’t say anything, legal ac-
tion is pending,” they say.

It stands to reason that the 
new mini-carnival next to Ber-
ninneit in the middle of Thomp-
son Avenue Cowes will have an 
impact on trade out at the tradi-
tional carnival, but is it fair com-
petition or has someone gained a 
competitive advantage?

Meg and her daughter Matilda were among the first to ride 
the new 30-metre high ferris wheel in Cowes and came away 
impressed with the ride and the commanding view.

By Michael Giles

THE Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese asked all Australians to 
place a candle in their front win-
dow last night, at 6.47pm, in soli-
darity with the Australian Jewish 
community so shattered by the 
heinous events at Bondi Beach last 
Sunday evening.

Many locals obliged.
In response, a number of munici-

palities across the state also lit up 
local landmarks in white, includ-
ing the South Gippsland Shire 
Council.

Bass Coast Shire Council had 
flags at half mast yesterday and 
will be lighting up the Berninneit 
cultural centre in Cowes last night. 

Alongside municipal councils, lo-
cal fire brigades, police stations, 
SES units and emergency services 
lowered their flags to half mast on 
Monday.

Candle in the 
window
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6 Day 
Weather 
Forecast
SOUTH 
GIPPSLAND

   
   

TUE | Dec 16 WED | Dec 17 THUR | Dec 18 FRI | Dec 19 SAT | Dec 20 SUN | Dec 21
Cloudy. Sunny. Sunny. Shower or two. Shower or two. Shower or two.

Wind AM: Light
Wind PM: Light

Wind AM: Light
Wind PM: Light

Wind AM: Light
Wind PM: SW 15-20km/h

Wind AM: E-SE 15-20km/h
Wind PM: N-NE 15-20km/h

Wind AM: NW 15-20km/h
Wind PM: W-SW 15-25km/h

Wind AM: W-SW 15-25km/h
Wind PM: W-SW 15-25km/h

11° 19° 9° 25° 13° 30° 14° 29° 14° 23° 13° 22°
Entertainment   42-43

Puzzles    45

Real Estate    46-51

Farming  52-53

Trades & Services  54-55

Classifieds  56-57

Automotive Guide    22

Shop Local  
for Last Minute Gifts    25-29

Christmas Messages    30-37

CONTENTS

FEATURES

CONTACT

ADVERTISING DEADLINES

ONLINE

OFFICE: 47 McBride, Avenue,
 Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995 
HOURS: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm
PHONE:  (03) 5672 1888

EMAIL: EDITORIAL & LETTERS
 news@sgst.com.au
 ADVERTISING 
 ads@sgst.com.au
 ACCOUNTS 
 accounts@sgst.com.au

MANAGING  Michael Giles
DIRECTOR: michael@sgst.com.au

OPERATIONS  Jim Akers 
MANAGER: jim@sgst.com.au

ADVERTISING  Holly McMaster 
MANAGER: holly@sgst.com.au

EDITOR:  Rick Koenig

JOURNALISTS:  Andrew Paloczi
 Bruce Wardley
 Chloe Kent
 Nicole May
 Tayla Kershaw
 Trent Westaway

DISPLAY: Advertising closes at 
 3pm on Fridays
CLASSIFIEDS: Advertising closes at
 12 noon on Mondays

The South Gippsland Sentinel-Times  
is published on Tuesdays.

*Please note changes occur as a result of public holidays.

@sentineltimes

sgsentineltimes

Produced and published by Michael Giles, of 47 McBride  
Avenue, Wonthaggi for South Eastern Newspapers Pty. Ltd. A.B.N. 
30 005 353 168. Printed by Express Print, 5 Jones Road, Morwell. 
Registered by Australia Post Publication No. VAC 336188/00002.

www.sgst.com.au

AC0757-V50

South Eastern Newspapers  ABN 30 005 353 168

Sentinel-Times
COVERING SOUTH GIPPSLAND 

AND BASS COAST

IN BRIEF
Aerial inspections  
for grid

AUSNET are undertaking 
their annual aerial inspections 
this week (until Thursday, De-
cember 18) in Bass Coast. The 
inspections allow AusNet to 
identify and repair wear and 
tear on powerlines and poles, 
particularly ahead of the bush-
fire risk in summer. 

MP calls on leaders to 
keep community safe

NATIONALS MP Melina Bath 
has called on political leaders 
to keep the community safe 
following the Bondi Beach ter-
rorist attack.

“Our hearts are with the fam-
ilies who lost loved ones, those 
injured and the Jewish com-
munity deeply affected by this 
terrible act,” Ms Bath said.

“We collectively praise and 
sincerely thank the brave citi-
zens who alongside the first 
responders acted so coura-
geously in the face of peril.”

The Eastern Victoria mem-
ber said it was vital leaders 
worked together on the criti-
cal issues facing the nation to 
“protect the freedoms and val-
ues Australians hold dear.”

“Violence and hate have no 
place in our country,” she said.

Ms Bath said Gippslanders 
were no strangers to adversity, 
having faced bushfires, storms 
and floods together, but this 
terrible event was a different 
kind of darkness.

“In times like this, we need 
to stay united, look out for one 
another, show kindness, and 
support anyone who may be 
feeling vulnerable or afraid,” 
she said.

“We must rebuild together 
by strengthening mutual re-
spect, tolerance and rejecting 
anything that threatens and 
divides the people of our na-
tion.”

Christmas shopping 
evening in Korumburra

THE South Gippsland Con-
cert Band will set the festive 
mood in Korumburra at this 

year’s Christmas shopping 
night on Thursday, Decem-
ber 18, with the Korumburra 
Business Association support-
ing the event.

The music begins at ap-
proximately 5pm outside Ter-
ry White Chemmart, which 
will also be the setting for an 
earlier performance by a trio 
of Korumburra Secondary 
College students beginning at 
11.30am.

As well as Christmas gift 
shopping for the adults, there 
is a colouring competition for 
local primary school students.

Stephanie of The Burra Pan-
try and Larder has been busy 
decorating the street, ensuring 
it will exude Christmas vibes.

Free support services  
for business owners 

FREE confidential mentor-
ing sessions are still available 
for local businesses in South 
Gippsland for this year.

Designed to fit into day-to-
day busy schedules, the NEX 
Business Farming and Well-
ness sessions are available on-
line or in person to help build 
a successful team and help 
businesses thrive, whilst re-
ducing burnout and support-
ing wellbeing. 

The sessions are also avail-
able for those looking for suc-
cession plans to help prepare 
for a smooth transition into 
the next chapter. Guidance is 
also available on grant access 
and managing money smarter 
to help build success. 

Schedule an appointment 
at nexsolutions.org.au/south-
gippsland-business-mentor-
ing-support-program.

Grandview Rise lights  
up for Christmas 

A WALK-THROUGH Christ-
mas display in Grandview 
Rise, Korumburra, is bring-
ing the spirit of Christmas 
this year, with an outdoor and 
undercover viewing open to 
the public. The display will 
open on Friday and Saturday 
nights until December 18 and 

then nightly from 8pm until 
11pm from December 19 un-
til December 24. 

Save the date for Santa’s 
visit on December 23 and 24 
from 7.30pm (weather depen-
dent), where Santa will give 
the children a small gift this 
Christmas. Donations appre-
ciated. 

Local students share in 
Melbourne University 
scholarships

VCE students from across 
South Gippsland and Bass 
Coast have been awarded 11 
prestigious Narrm Scholar-
ships offered by the Univer-
sity of Melbourne.

Bass Coast Secondary Col-
lege received three, Leon-
gatha Secondary College two, 
Foster Secondary College 
one, Newhaven College three 
and Mary McKillop College 
two scholarships.

University of Melbourne In-
terim Provost Professor Jane 
Gunn said the Narrm schol-
arship program provided 
a pathway to a world-class 
education and life-changing 
employment opportunities.

Now in its third year, the 
Narrm Scholarship Program 
is offered to applicants who 
have traditionally faced bar-
riers to tertiary study, pro-
viding financial and enrich-
ment support throughout 
their time at university.

“These students have 
shown exceptional dedica-
tion and accomplishment. We 
look forward to welcoming 
those who choose to study 
at Melbourne to our vibrant 
student community,” Profes-
sor Gunn said.

“Our scholarships, espe-
cially the Narrm Scholar-
ship Program, create trans-
formative opportunities for 
talented students from all 
backgrounds the chance to 
pursue their academic pas-
sions and aspirations.”

The Narrm Scholars will be 
welcomed to the Melbourne 
campus through a pre-orien-
tation camp early in 2026.

Wombats day in court
THE alleged massacre of up 

to nine wombats at Venus Bay 
in February has continued to 
attract the attention of animal 
rights activists and the na-
tional media at the Wonthaggi 
Court last Tuesday.

In the latest round of court 
appearances for Tyson Del-
bridge, the Fish Creek teen-
ager charged in relation to the 
incident, the accused man had 
to run the gauntlet of placard-
waving protesters as he made 
his way into and out of the 
Wonthaggi Court with family 
and supporters.

But it’s not over.
Despite being offered the op-

portunity of a sentence indica-
tion by Magistrate Tony Burns, 
which could have resolved the 
matter there and then, Mr Del-
bridge has continued to main-
tain his innocence and will 
fight the charges at a two-day 
hearing at the Latrobe Valley 
Magistrates Court.

The contested hearing is set 
down for May 7 and 8, 2026.

However, while the court 
heard a harrowing account of 
what Department of Energy, 
Environment and Climate Ac-
tion officials say happened 
on the night of February 18, 
barrister for Tyson Delbridge 
David Hancock told the court 
that everything about the case 
and its investigation was in 
dispute, starting with an alleg-
edly botched record of inter-
view by DEECA officials and 
the police.

He said DEECA had so far 
interviewed two of the three 
passengers in the car with Mr 
Delbridge, claiming they gave 
conflicting accounts of what 
happened on the night.

He also claimed there was 
a lack of information in the 
charges levelled against his 
client detailing exactly where, 
when, which and how many 
wombats were allegedly killed 
in the incident.

Mr Delbridge is facing 20 
charges, 10 alleging cruelty 
and 10 involving offences 
against protected wildlife.
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Wonthaggi 
Fire BrigadeAnnual Santa Run

Wednesday, 
December 24
House drops are back with Santa  
visiting houses in Wonthaggi,  
North Wonthaggi, South Dudley  
and Cape Paterson.
Parcels may be left at  
Dollar Curtains, 21 Murray Street  
until 12 noon December 20.
$5 per gift
Cash only.

       Wonthaggi CFA for more info.
Proudly supported by dc+blinds Wonthaggi

Melina 
BATH MP 

THE NATIONALS MEMBER FOR 
EASTERN VICTORIA REGION

2/181 Franklin St, Traralgon VIC 3844
melina.bath@parliament.vic.gov.au

5174 7066
MelinaBathMLC

EASTERN VICTORIA REGION

03 5614 3600

mary.aldred.mp@aph.gov.au

Scan to

contact me 

Authorised by M Aldred,
46C Albert St, Warragul VIC 3820

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR MONASH

ALDRED

MARY

BEEF farmers Geoff and 
Aleta Groves, who run 
Groves Estate in Jam Jerrup 
on 600 acres, stressed their 
business will be significantly 
worse off under all three rat-
ing options proposed by Bass 
Coast Shire Council than 
would be the case under the 
existing rating structure.

Community members are 
being called on to rate the 
suggested options and put 
forward their ideas by Janu-
ary 5 to help council create 
an updated rating strategy, 
determining how the rates 
pie should be divided fair-
ly across different types of 
properties.

While the trio of options 
all involve a reduction in the 
rating differential applicable 
to farmland, from the cur-
rent 80 per cent of the gen-
eral rate to as low as 65 per 
cent, those reductions are 
contingent on ending coun-
cil’s Land Management Re-
bate (LMR), also known as 
the Rural Land Management 
Program.

Council states that ending 
the LMR will result in a sav-
ing of $650,000 a year.

However, as recently as 
April this year, council not-
ed, “The program supports 
a range of projects that im-
prove environmental sus-
tainability and agricultural 
productivity,” such projects 
including weed and pest con-
trol, protecting and enhanc-
ing remnant vegetation, pre-
vention of soil erosion and 
control of soil salinity.

Mr and Mrs Groves argued 
their case during Tuesday’s 
community drop-in session 
at the Corinella & District 
Community Centre, explain-
ing the importance of the 
LMR in helping meet the cost 
of measures such as weed 
and pest control.

“It’s not just our land we 
take care of,” Mrs Groves 
told the Sentinel-Times, giv-
ing the example of spraying 
to control weeds between 
their property and the Bass 
Highway.

Currently the LMR returns 
$16 per hectare, effectively 
reducing rates in recognition 
of good land stewardship.

Mrs Groves explained that 
land management is for the 

betterment of all, helping 
control issues such as black-
berries, and must continue to 
be done for a variety of rea-
sons including animal wel-
fare, but loss of the LMR will 
be another blow on top of al-
ready testing times.

“There comes a point when 
you can’t take it anymore and 
we’re at that point,” she told 
those present on Tuesday, in-
cluding Mayor Rochelle Hal-
stead, Cr Jan Thompson, 
council chief executive Greg 
Box and other council staff.

Should the LMR be  

sacrificed, Mrs Groves and 
Mr Groves argue it will be 
another financial hit after a 
couple of years of drought 
that resulted in spending 
$136,000 to feed their ani-
mals this year, when the 
business is normally self-
sufficient in terms of hay and 
silage.

Skyrocketing insurance 
costs have included a 30 per 
cent increase this year on top 
of one of 20 per cent the pre-
vious year, and rising land 
value recently increased the 
couple’s rates by 10 per cent.

In better times, the Groves 
have been strong supporters of 
distant farmers requiring as-
sistance, donating hay to ‘Need 
for Feed’ and agisting animals 
for others with no feed.

Now facing a challeng-
ing period, they are simply 
calling for the current Bass 
Coast Shire Council rating 
structure to be retained along 
with the LMR.

While Mayor Halstead and 
council staff stressed on 
Tuesday that no decisions 
have been made on the new 
Rating Strategy, concerns 
have been raised by the 
Groves and others that sur-
vey respondents through 
council’s Engage Bass Coast 
website are being called on 
to rank council’s three rating 
options.

Such concerns stem from 
the belief that councillors will 
be advised to vote in support 
of the most popular of those 
options and other possibili-
ties won’t receive due consid-
eration.

Survey respondents can 
provide their own suggestions 
but must rank council’s op-
tions to complete the survey.

Visit engage.basscoast.vic.
gov.au/rating-strategy to have 
your say.

Responsible Bass Coast  
land managers may miss out
By Andrew Paloczi

Geoff Groves makes a point while Bass Coast Shire Council chief executive Greg Box looks 
on. A01_5025

Tallest residential 
building blindsides 

neighbours
By Rick Koenig

A 30-UNIT social housing development 
being fast-tracked by the state govern-
ment will be the tallest residential build-
ing in Wonthaggi. 

The three-storey development at 9 
Hagelthorn Street would stand 12.2 me-
tres high on a former church site, just 
500 metres from the Wonthaggi CBD.

The $12.7 million project is being pro-
gressed under the state government’s De-
velopment Facilitation Program, which 
bypasses standard council planning pro-
cesses and strips Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil of any authority to reject or approve 
the project.

The final decision rests with Planning 
Minister Sonya Kilkenny.

Bass MP Jordan Crugnale told the 
Sentinel-Times the proposed develop-
ment met building design standards un-
der council’s local planning scheme and 
Wonthaggi Activity Centre Plan.

“We are not used to three-storey build-
ings so I understand if people are taken 
aback a bit – it’s a new visual on the land-
scape,” Ms Crugnale said.

“If approved this development will pro-
vide a home for our community members 
living with a disability, at risk of home-
lessness, women and children fleeing 
family violence, young people and men.

“We are a kind, compassionate, wel-
coming and generous community and 
deep down we know that everyone de-
serves a roof over their head.”

Ms Crugnale said community feedback 
and submissions were encouraged as the 
project is currently on public exhibition, 
with submissions closing in January.

But Wonthaggi resident James Reyn-
olds, who lives next door to the pro-
posed site, told the Sentinel-Times he 
was shocked when plans appeared on 
the Department of Transport and Plan-
ning website on December 9 without an-
nouncement.

“The government can’t be fast-tracking 
this without any community consultation 
whatsoever – no one has any idea this is 
happening,” Mr Reynolds said.

Mr Reynolds lodged an objection on 
Friday over concerns the building’s 
height exceeds residential limits and 
would drive down property values for at 
least 30 homeowners in the area.

“The old high school block has been sit-
ting there – there’s enough land there to 
do four storeys,” Mr Reynolds said. 

“There’s plenty of commercial-grade 
land available that wouldn’t destroy 
property values for everyone in the area.”

Mr Reynolds said he was not opposed 
to community housing but believed there 
were better sites available that would not 
have such an impact on homeowners.

He said residents had less time than 
usual to lodge objections under the fast-
tracked program and was exploring legal 
avenues to challenge the approval.

Bass Coast Shire Council has been con-
tacted for comment.

Bass Coast Shire Mayor Rochelle Halstead engages with 
attendees at the recent rate discussion in Corinella. A03_5025
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Bin collection changes  
for Christmas
• There are no kerbside bin collections on Christmas Day (Thursday, 25 

December)

• If you’re in Silverleaves or Cowes please put your Recycling and Organics 
bins out on Christmas Night (Thursday night) for collection on Boxing Day 
(Friday morning)

• Trucks may be labelled differently to the bins they are collecting, but please 
rest assured all waste is being disposed of appropriately

• Weekly Recycling bin collections start on Monday, 29 December until  
Friday, 23 January 2026.

For a copy of the bin collection calendar scan the QR code, 
visit basscoast.vic.gov.au/bincalendar or contact Council's  
Waste Services Team on 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or (03) 5671 2211

We’re having a break too!
Readers, advertisers and 
contributors please note: 
The final edition of the 

South Gippsland Sentinel-Times 
for this year will be published on 

Tuesday, December 23, 2025.
Our office will be closed between 
Christmas and Friday, January 2.

Publication date for the first paper in the 
New Year is Tuesday, January 6, 2026.

Usual advertising and news deadlines apply.

Sentinel-Times

JA
23

70
0 

LAST Tuesday evening, we gathered at 
The Union in Wonthaggi for one of my 
favourite events of the year, our Com-
munity Grants celebration. It was a joy 
to come together and recognise the peo-
ple and projects that quietly strengthen 
Bass Coast every day.

We were delighted to hear from former 
Mayor, Pam Rothfield, who spoke beau-
tifully about how these small but signifi-
cant investments empower local people 
to bring their ideas to life. Pam is from 
the Phillip Island Cemetery Trust and 
she also spoke about the grant the 
Trust received for wayfinding signage 
and how it helped to bring the project 
to life much more quickly than if they 
were to do it without Council’s support.

We also heard from Dr Laura Brearley 
on behalf of Bass Coast Adult Learning 
(BCAL) and saw the inspiring short film 
a community grant helped them to cre-
ate. The film showcased the work BCAL 
do with community members who are 
part of the English as an Additional 
Language program.

And finally, Catherine Watson tested 
our knowledge with a quiz on the West-
ern Port Woodlands where there were 
some pocket guides up for grabs which 
they were able to print thanks to a com-
munity grant from Council. I didn’t win 
but I sure learnt a few things I didn’t 
know! 

Across our three wards, this year’s 
grants supported an inspiring mix of 
initiatives: sustainability upgrades at 
community clubs, improved learning 
and play spaces for children, cultural 
storytelling projects, kitchen and facil-
ity renewals, disability access improve-
ments, emergency-response equipment, 
and mentoring programs that help 
young people thrive.

Our Climate Action Grants once again 
showcased the leadership of our com-
munity groups, who are embracing re-
newable energy, running sustainability 
workshops, and creating inclusive spac-
es for conversations about our shared 
future.

What shines through every one of 
these projects is the passion behind 
them. Volunteers and committee mem-
bers are people who care deeply about 
their community and give their time, 
skills and imagination to make it better.

On behalf of Council, thank you to 
everyone who applied, participated, 
volunteered and supported these ini-
tiatives. Your dedication enriches Bass 
Coast in ways that are felt far beyond 
the walls of any meeting room or hall.

Congratulations once again to our 
grant recipients!

Mayor’s 
Message

Cr Rochelle
Halstead

THE state government has 
responded to reports, ru-
mours and requests for infor-
mation about its $290 million 
pre-election promise, made in 
September 2022, committing 
itself to Stages 2 and 3 of the 
Wonthaggi Hospital expansion 
project.

While a spokesperson for 
Health Minister Mary-Anne 
Thomas has stopped short of 
attaching a money value to the 
project, there’s nothing to say 
the funding is “off the table” as 
a local health official report-
edly said recently.

Here’s what the Sentinel-
Times asked the Minister, and 
also local MP Jordan Crug-
nale.

Can the Minister please ad-
vise if the government still 
stands by the $290 million 
funding commitment to stages 
2 and 3 of the Wonthaggi Hos-
pital?

Can the Minister please ad-
vise about the status of the 

project and when the govern-
ment expects work to start on 
the next two stages of the Wont-
haggi Hospital redevelopment?

Here’s what we received from 
a government spokesperson.

“We’re continuing with de-
tailed planning work to expand 
Wonthaggi Hospital - funding 
for this planning was provided 
in previous budgets.

“In Victoria, we have a sig-
nificant pipeline of health in-
frastructure projects - we are 
staging the delivery of our ma-
jor hospital investments, help-
ing to make sure we balance 
these builds with our broader 
infrastructure agenda.

“We’ve already delivered a 
number of major health proj-
ects across West Gippsland 
and the Latrobe Valley – in-
cluding the major expansion 
of Latrobe Regional Hospital 
and new ambulance stations in 
Traralgon, Moe, Warragul and 

Morwell.”
Member for Bass Jordan 

Crugnale has also committed 
to the work.

“Funding to plan the Wont-
haggi Hospital expansion was 
secured in previous budgets 
and I continue to push for early 
works funding to fit out the ex-
isting shell spaces for services 
including maternity, diagnos-
tics and pharmacy in the Stage 
1 new hospital and ED,” Ms 
Crugnale said.

“I make constant representa-
tions to the Minister for Health 
Infrastructure for this and con-
tinue to work with her in the 
stage 2 planning for our impor-
tant hospital expansion.”

Concerned that a cash-
strapped state government 
might be getting cold feet about 
continuing with its commit-
ment to the Wonthaggi Hospi-
tal, Eastern Victoria MLC Meli-
na Bath addressed the issue in 
State Parliament on Tuesday, 
December 9.

Bass Coast Shire Council has 
also increased its advocacy ef-
forts on behalf of the Wonthag-
gi Hospital.

“Council doesn’t provide 
health services, but we know 
how critical they are for our 
community, from GP access to 
hospital care to maternity ser-
vices. These needs are equally 
important across mainland 
Bass Coast and Phillip Island,” 
said shire chief executive Greg 
Box.

“Council will be writing to 
the Minister to seek an update 
on the Victorian Government’s 
2022 election commitment for 
Stages 2 and 3 of the Wonthag-
gi Hospital.

“We continue to advocate for 
strong, accessible healthcare 
across the region, including the 
retention of promised funding 
and support for upgrades.

“Council will keep ensuring 
our community’s needs are 
clearly heard by the state gov-
ernment.”

Wonthaggi Hospital next stages on track, they say
By Michael Giles

A 30-UNIT social hous-
ing development being 
fast-tracked by the state 
government will be the tallest res-
idential building in Wonthaggi. 
The three-storey development 
at 9 Hagelthorn Street would 
stand 12.2 metres high on a for-
mer church site, just 500 me-
tres from the Wonthaggi CBD. 
The $12.7 million project is being 
progressed under the state gov-
ernment’s Development Facili-
tation Program, which bypasses 
standard council planning pro-
cesses and strips Bass Coast 
Shire Council of any authority 
to reject or approve the project. 
The final decision rests with Plan-
ning Minister Sonya Kilkenny. 
Bass MP Jordan Crugnale told 
the Sentinel-Times the proposed 
development met building de-
sign standards under council’s 
local planning scheme and 
Wonthaggi Activity Centre Plan. 
“We are not used to three-sto-
rey buildings so I understand 
if people are taken aback a 
bit – it’s a new visual on the 
landscape,” Ms Crugnale said. 
“If approved this develop-
ment will provide a home for 
our community members liv-
ing with a disability, at risk of 
homelessness, women and 
children fleeing family vio-
lence, young people and men. 
“We are a kind, compassion-
ate, welcoming and generous 

community and deep down 
we know that everyone de-
serves a roof over their head.” 
Ms Crugnale said community 
feedback and submissions were 
encouraged as the project is cur-
rently on public exhibition, with 
submissions closing in January. 
But Wonthaggi resident James 
Reynolds, who lives next door 
to the proposed site, told the 
Sentinel-Times he was shocked 
when plans appeared on the 
Department of Transport and 
Planning website on Decem-
ber 9 without announcement. 

“The government can’t be fast-
tracking this without any com-
munity consultation whatsoever 
– no one has any idea this is 
happening,” Mr Reynolds said. 
Mr Reynolds lodged an objec-
tion on Friday over concerns the 
building’s height exceeds resi-
dential limits and would drive 
down property values for at least 
30 homeowners in the area. 
“The old high school 
block has been  
sitting there – there’s enough 
land there to do four sto-
reys,” Mr Reynolds said. 

“There’s plenty of commer-
cial-grade land available that 
wouldn’t destroy property val-
ues for everyone in the area.” 
Mr Reynolds said he was 
not opposed to community 
housing but believed there 
were better sites available 
that would not have such 
an impact on homeowners. 
He said residents had less 
time than usual to lodge objec-
tions under the fast-tracked 
program and was exploring 
legal avenues to challenge the 
approval.

Social housing to be Wonthaggi’s tallest
By Rick Koenig

The proposed site at 9 Hagelthorn Street sits on a former church block surrounded by 
residential properties.
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wishing everyone a safe
and happy holidays
F R O M  T H E  T E A M  A T  T E R R Y W H I T E  C H E M M A R T  

L E O N G A T H A ,  I N V E R L O C H  &  K O R U M B U R R A

Tuesday  23rd Dec

Wednesday 24th  Dec

Thursday  25th Dec

Friday 26th Dec

Saturday 27th Dec

Sunday 28th Dec

Monday 29th Dec

Tuesday 30th Dec

Wednesday 31st Dec

Thursday 1st Jan

Friday 2nd Jan

KORUMBURRA
P: 5655 1555

INVERLOCH
P: 5674 1652

LEONGATHA 
P: 5662 2183

8.30 to 5.30pm

8.30 to 4.30pm

CLOSED

9.00 to 2pm

9.00 to 5pm

9.00 to 2pm

8.30 to 5.30pm

8.30 to 5.30pm

8.30 to 4.30pm

9.00 to 2pm

8.30 to 5.30pm

8.30 to 6pm

8.30 to 5pm

CLOSED

CLOSED

8.30 to 1pm

CLOSED

8.30 to 6pm

8.30 to 6pm

8.30 to 5pm

CLOSED

8.30 to 6pm

9.00 to 5.30pm

9.00 to 5.30pm

CLOSED

CLOSED

9.00 to 12pm

CLOSED

9.00 to 5.30pm

9.00 to 5.30pm

9.00 to 5.30pm

CLOSED

9.00 to 5.30pm

Marinus 
Link gains 

momentum  
with a place on 

the national grid
PROJECT Marinus is 

fast gaining momentum 
with a confirmed place 
on the national electricity 
grid just months before 
the first shovel of sand is 
turned at Sandy Point.

The joint proponents 
Marinus Link Pty Ltd 
(MLPL) and TasNetworks 
have welcomed the re-
lease of the Australian 
Energy Market Opera-
tor’s Draft 2025 Inte-
grated System Plan which 
gives Project Marinus a 
key role in Australia’s en-
ergy future.

Renewable energy con-
nected by transmission 
and distribution cables, 
firmed by storage sys-
tems and backed up by 
gas powered plants has 
been determined as the 
least-cost way to supply 
reliable electricity to con-
sumers through to 2050.

The report also listed 
Project Marinus Stage 2 
as likely to remain ac-
tionable, a signal of the 
project’s important and 
ongoing role in providing 
a secure and stable en-
ergy grid.

Marinus Link Pty Ltd 
chief executive Stephanie 
McGregor said the report 
recognises the pivotal 
year of progress on Ma-
rinus Link and reaffirms 
the project’s value to con-
sumers.

Seismic council shift in South 
Gippsland building portfolio approach

DESPITE the objections of some 
councillors that South Gippsland 
Shire Council should not be in 
the business of arranging com-
mercial tenants for its buildings, 
focusing instead on downsizing 
its bloated asset portfolio, council 
chief executive Allison Jones has 
now been called on to seek a pos-
sible commercial tenant for coun-
cil-owned premises in Foster.

With a vote on whether to sup-
port pursuing a lease arrange-
ment for the land concerned split 
four-all in the absence of Cr Bron 
Beach, Mayor Nathan Hersey 
used his casting vote in favour of 
that course.

While councillors at Wednes-
day’s council meeting were origi-
nally asked to vote on a recom-
mendation to sell the land at 4-6 
Power Street and part of 5 Simp-
son Street Foster, Cr Scott Rae 
put forward an alternate motion.

That motion recommended that 
council authorise chief execu-
tive Jones to begin the process 
of seeking a possible commercial 
tenant for the premises, with a re-
port to be provided to council no 
later than the April 2026 council 
meeting on the progress of that 
process.

Furthermore, the motion speci-
fied the report to council should 
consider the options for any com-
mercial tenant, costs involved 
and financial benefits, including 
potential income over the life of 
a commercial lease, as well as 
any immediate and long-term 
Budget implications to maintain 
the building to a standard fit  

for lease.
“Long-term, an asset that grows 

in value and returns an income 
might be a wonderful thing for the 
Shire,” Cr Rae said in explaining 
his leasing suggestion, that senti-
ment backed by Cr John Kennedy 
who considers leasing arrange-
ments should also be explored 
for some other council-owned 
properties.

While some councillors, includ-
ing the mayor, argued that sup-
porting Cr Rae’s motion will re-
sult only in a report at this stage 
and is not a commitment to a 
lease arrangement, Cr Sarah Gil-
ligan questioned that assertion.

“This says, ‘Authorise the chief 
executive to begin the process of 
seeking a possible commercial 

tenant’; that’s about finding peo-
ple,” she said, stressing “that’s 
well beyond finding out if it’s go-
ing to be viable, so for me this 
motion doesn’t make sense.”

Cr Hersey responded that coun-
cil officers provided the options 
of looking at the sale or lease of 
the relevant land.

Cr Gilligan declared that the 
leasing idea flies in the face of the 
Sustainable Building and Asset 
Management Plan on which coun-
cil is embarking having long ar-
gued its asset profile of more than 
400 buildings is unsustainable.

Crs Kennedy, Rae, Brad Snell 
and Hersey voted in favour of 
Cr Rae’s alternate motion, with 
Crs Clare Williams, Gilligan, 
Steve Finlay and John Schelling  

taking the opposite view that 
council should set the wheels in 
motion to sell the Foster land.

Noting the Foster building con-
cerned has been sitting idle for 
a number of years, Cr Schelling 
remarked he believes council has 
previously unsuccessfully pur-
sued a lessee, being unequivocal 
about what needs to happen now.

“It’s time we start making the 
big decisions and this building’s 
surplus to our needs,” he said, 
stressing council can’t continue 
to hang onto all the properties it 
owns and try to make something 
of them, and arguing that enter-
ing the field of commercial leasing 
would simply add further stress 
to already busy council staff.

“Let’s put this on the market 
right now,” Cr Schelling said, 
Cr Finlay backing that call and 
noting money would need to be 
spent to bring the building up to 
standard before it can be leased, 
chief executive Jones highlighting 
the fact it is yet to be determined 
what expense council would need 
to undertake to achieve that.

Cr Williams argued strongly that 
commercial leasing arrangements 
are best left to the private sector 
and that during public consul-
tation no community members 
have expressed the view council 
should get involved in that area.

Before using his casting vote, 
Cr Hersey expressed the view 
that selling assets does nothing 
for council’s long-term financial 
position, instead providing short-
term sugar hits.

“I think this is in line with our 
longer term sustainability goals,” 
he said of the lease option.

By Andrew Paloczi

South Gippsland Shire Council chief executive Allison Jones and 
Mayor Nathan Hersey were involved in discussions concerning the 
prospect of a lease arrangement in Foster. A05_5025
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OFFERS ON NOW!

Christmas
GIFT VOUCHER

ASK ONE OF OUR THERAPISTS FOR MORE DETAILS

$219

Wellness
Facia l

Dreamy Head
Massage

Back Massage

Wel lness Body
Massage

Dreamy Head
Massage

Face & Décol letage
Massage

RADIANCE RITUAL 

Includes a Salus Radiance
Ritual  Set

package valued at  $269

Includes a Salus
Replenish skin set  

package valued at  $314

REPLENISH RITUAL 

BEST SELLING 

Spend
$150  Or

More
on
Gift

Vouchers

Receive a Revive Soy Candle
or Reed Diffuser

Valued at  $35 FREE

REVIVE CUSTOM

OFFER 1 OFFER 2

$199

H
M

13
19

6

For more information visit 
www.revivebeautytherapy.com.au 

Shop 5, 33-39 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi     
Phone 5672 3800 *Conditions apply

B R A N D  I D E N T I T Y

LOGO

PRIMARY
‘Revive’ in lowercase with a classy 
shade of grey overlaying a light teal 
gradient ripple texture to highlight 
the name of the business. 

Under Revive is ‘beauty & spa’ in 
uppecase to categorize Revive as 
a beauty salon.

P R I M A R Y

H
M

13
03

9

Looking for some fun this summer?
Try Barefoot Bowls at Inverloch Bowling Club

Commencing Saturday, December 27
through to Wednesday, January 7*

Basic Training available • Bar refreshments too!
FLAT SOLE FOOTWEAR or BAREFOOT IT!

$12 per person, EFTPOS available
*Closed New Years Day: Thursday, January 1, 2026

20 The Esplanade, Inverloch

Bring your family and friends
THE CLUB PROVIDES BOWLS AND AVAILABLE RINKS

11
DAYS
ONLY

16 RINKS AVAILABLE - MAX. 8 PER RINK
NOW two sessions 5pm-6.30pm and 7pm-8.30pm

No Bookings - Gates open 4.45pm for 1st session
and 6.45pm for 2nd session

A VEHICLE which helps disadvan-
taged young people learn to drive has 
been stolen in a brazen theft at Foster.

Police said two offenders arrived at 
an education facility at Pioneer Street 
about 6pm last Saturday and stole a 
2021 white Toyota Yaris hatch.

The vehicle is used by The Salvation 
Army’s TAC L2P program which match-
es young people aged 16 to 21 with vol-
unteer mentors and a car to help them 
gain the 120 hours of supervised driv-
ing required for a probationary licence.

The program supports learners who 
do not have access to a supervising 
driver or suitable vehicle, often due to 
family circumstances or financial hard-
ship.

Police said the theft was disappoint-
ing given the vehicle’s importance to the 
community.

The car was displaying registration 
plates 1UR5NL and has distinctive sign-
writing which makes it easily identifi-
able.

Anyone with information about the of-
fenders or the vehicle’s location is urged 
to contact Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 
000 or at crimestoppersvic.com.au.

Thieves steal vehicle used 
to teach disadvantaged 

youth to drive

The stolen TAC L2P vehicle. Photo: 
Victoria Police.

Hopes for ongoing bus services 
in Venus Bay and Sandy Point

WHAT’S been achieved dur-
ing a two-year trial period for 
electric community buses in 
Venus Bay and Sandy Point 
was celebrated on Friday, 
but while those buses, fondly 
known as ‘Sunny’ and ‘San-
dy’, will continue operating, 
there is apprehension about 
their long-term viability.

That has sparked a call for 
funding assistance.

Venus Bay resident Ada 
Patestos has found the service 
transformative.

“The community bus gave 
me wings and I am able to 
go places independently,” she 
said, adding it’s also a great 
way to meet others in the 
community.

While the volunteer-run ser-
vice is considered essential 
for youth and elderly resi-
dents unable to drive or with-
out cars, the pilot program 
funding has ended, with the 
costs of continuing to run 
the service now falling on the 
Community Houses in Venus 
Bay and Sandy Point.

Alyson Skinner, Manager of 
Venus Bay Community House, 
put the funding figure needed 
at between $15,000-$20,000 
per year, covering expenses 
such as registration, insur-
ance, maintenance, tyres and 
safety checks.

State leader for the Nation-
als, Danny O’Brien, said he 
gets a lot of calls and emails 
from those in Venus Bay who 

have retired to the town and 
have no public transport.

“It’s something we’ll look at 
if we get into government next 
year,” he said of the electric 
bus funding needs, having 
listened intently to the impor-
tance of the service.

He acknowledged the part 
the Victorian government’s 
Department of Transport 
played in enabling the recent-
ly completed bus trial and 
would like to see further fi-
nancial support for the Venus 
Bay and Sandy Point services 
from the state government.

Ms Skinner explained that 
a lack of transport is a driv-
ing factor in people having to 
move out of their community, 
with resultant isolation and 
loss of a network of friends  

often triggering negative 
health impacts.

“There’s funding that goes 
into helping people stay at 
home longer through aged 
care packages and support 
for in-home care; let’s apply 
that to transport initiatives as 
well because it doesn’t take 
much,” she said.

Arguing those in rural com-
munities such as Venus Bay 
and Sandy Point are just as 
important as those in the city, 
Ms Skinner commented that, 
“Public transport is heavily 
subsidised,” and in certain 
circumstances fare free in 
Melbourne, but is unavailable 
in many country locations.

While the Community Hous-
es continue fundraising ef-
forts for the bus services, that 

competes with the need to 
fund many other community 
initiatives they provide.

The bus trial was run in 
partnership between the two 
Community Houses, La Trobe 
University, iMOVE Australia 
Cooperative Research Centre 
and the Victorian government’s 
Department of Transport.

Sentinel-Times heard repre-
sentatives of those organisa-
tions speaking about the proj-
ect at Venus Bay Community 
House on Friday.

Harvey Dinelli, Director of 
Regional Operations at the 
Department of Transport and 
Planning spoke of the value of 
the community bus initiative 
and said information gained 
through the trial period will 
help those implementing sim-
ilar programs in other loca-
tions.

Managing Director of 
iMOVE, Ian Christensen said 
the organisation strives to 
solve transport problems 
around Australia.

He congratulated those in 
charge of Sunny and Sandy 
for succeeding in addressing 
the challenge faced by most 
small towns in providing 
transport services.

“Transport is about human 
connection,” Magda Szypiele-
wicz of La Trobe University 
said, like Ms Skinner noting it 
reduces social exclusion.

The University’s report on 
the bus trial project for Sunny 
and Sandy is expected to be 
released early next year.

Venus Bay’s Ada Patestos loves the freedom a community 
bus has provided. A18_5025

By Andrew Paloczi
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COUNCIL MEETINGS

The next Council Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 18 February 2026 at 2.00pm.

Details will be available on Council’s website: 
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/councilmeetings

To watch the meeting live or when it suits you, 
visit: 
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/live 
 
CHRISTMAS CLOSURE DATES  
Customer Service Counter: Closed from 1.00pm 
on Wednesday 24 December for the Christmas 
and New Year’s Eve period. It will reopen on 
Monday 5 January 2026 at 9.00am.

For emergencies only, please call us on  
(03) 5662 9200 during this time. 
 
Bin Collections: Properties scheduled to have 

South Gippsland Shire Council News

their kerbside bins emptied on Christmas Day will 
be serviced on Friday 26 December instead. This 
affects Leongatha and Leongatha South. 
 
Maternal and Child Health: Services will continue 
to operate (except for public holidays) and are by 
appointment only. Please call 5662 9294 to make 
an appointment. For general support please call 
the Maternal and Child Health support line on 13 
22 29.  

Immunisation: Community Sessions will not be 
held in the first week of January and will resume 
on Thursday 15 January. Visit:  
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/immunisation 
 
Waste Management: All transfer stations and the 
Koonwarra landfill are also closed on Christmas 
Day, operating as scheduled all other times. 

Opening hours are displayed at sites and at:  
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au

REQUEST FOR TENDER 

Council is seeking submissions from qualified 
companies/applicants for the following:

RFT/456 – Construction of Longstaff Rd Landslip 
Repair (Toora North)

Tenders close at 2.00pm AEDT on Tuesday 20 
January 2026. 

Documentation is available from Council’s 
e-Tendering Portal:  
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/tenders

 
CONTACT US 
9 Smith Street, Leongatha  
03 5662 9200 
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au

Help Shape the Youth Strategy 2026 to 2030
Council is seeking your feedback 
to develop a new Youth Strategy 
for South Gippsland.
Young people play a key role in the 
health of our region. Retaining and 
attracting them is vital to South 
Gippsland’s social, economic and 
cultural wellbeing. 
Accurately representing the values 
and aims of South Gippsland’s 
young people in Council’s Youth 
Strategy helps to ensure they feel 
seen and appreciated within our 
community. 
The Youth Strategy will outline:
• What matters most to young 

people aged 12 - 25 years old in 
South Gippsland.

Make the most of the amnesty by disposing 
of green waste for free at any Council transfer 
station up until 31 December.
Be mindful that some plants aren’t accepted 
during the amnesty.
It’s an ideal time to get prepared for summer by 
clearing your gutters and removing dry leaves, 
branches and any other potential fi re hazards 
from around your property. 
For more information, please visit
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
greenwasteamnesty

Final Weeks of Green 
Waste Amnesty

• How Council can support the 
needs and aspirations of young 
people.

• Ways for young people to 
collaborate with Council and 
have a say on issues that affect 
them.

• Suggestions for how the 
broader community can support 
young people to achieve their 
goals.

To make sure the new Strategy 
truly reflects what young people 
want, we need to hear your voice. 
For more information, and to 
complete the survey or submit 
your ideas to our forum, visit: 
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
youthstrategy
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Amber
Creek
Sawmill

Dan: 0428 446 967
timber@ambercreek.com.au

www.ambercreeksawmillling.au

Amber
Creek
Sawmill

ITS MORE THAN 
JUST WOOD TO US 

x Dan on 0428 446 967
s timber@ambercreek.com.au
Open:  Mon to Wed 8am to 4pm
155 Mackins Road, Fish Creek

Specialising in Shiplap Cladding 
Grown, milled & dressed right here.
It doesn’t get more local than that.

ME0486-V14

Featuring the South Gippsland Concert Band  
with local singers, and items.                                     

Interactive childrens address and a short message.
Sponsored by the local community and church.

ALL WELCOME

Meeniyan Community Carols
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TUESDAY,  
DECEMBER 23

Tanderra Park, Meeniyan
Free BBQ at 6.30pm

CAROLS BEGIN at 7.15pm

HELLO South Gippsland,

Stay Safe this Christmas
Christmas is a wonderful time of the 

year, but it’s also important to take a few 
simple steps to keep yourself, your family 
and your property safe.

Help emergency services find you quick-
ly by making sure your house or property 
number is clearly visible from the road-
side. If you live in a rural area, you can 
obtain a property number by contacting 
Council’s Rates team on 5662 9200.

The Emergency Plus app also has help-
ful tools to assist emergency services to 
locate you quickly in an emergency.

And finally, remember to lock your home 
and vehicles — a simple step that can help 
deter potential thieves.

Green Waste and Long Grass
Council’s Green Waste Amnesty ends 

Wednesday, December 31, so now is the 
time to do some last-minute clean-ups 
around your property as you prepare for 
summer.

All the recent rain has been great for 
lawns and gardens, but with warmer 
weather on the way, long, dry grass can 
quickly become a fire risk.

A quick mow or trim now can make a 
big difference in keeping your home and 
neighbourhood safe this summer.

Council’s Community Safety team will 
soon begin grass inspections; please re-
member to keep your grass short in town-
ship areas and take appropriate fire risk 
measures in rural areas. Our Open Space 
and Environment team is also hard at 
work slashing roadsides, with this work 
continuing over the coming months.

Photo Competition
The South Gippsland Australia Day 

Photography Competition is now open. 
Capture a moment in our beautiful region 
around the theme “Australia Day: South 
Gippsland – Our Home” and your photo 
could be selected as the winner.
There are two prize categories:
• Open category – $500 prize
• Junior category (under 15) – $300 prize

Entries close on Sunday, January 18, 
2026, with winners announced on Janu-
ary 26 2026. Start snapping and show 
us what makes South Gippsland feel like 
home!

Merry Christmas
As we head towards Christmas, please 

shop local and help keep money circulat-
ing in South Gippsland.

On behalf of Council, I hope you have a 
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year!

Mayor’s 
Message 

Cr Nathan
Hersey

By Michael Giles

YOU could hear the self-con-
gratulatory backslaps from 
here.

And it hasn’t been lost on lo-
cal kids that the government 
was trying to make a hero of it-
self on the international stage 
by introducing the world’s first 
social media ban on young 
people under 16 years of age.

“It’s the government trying to 
take over and do the parent-
ing they think everyone else 
should be doing but that’s not 
their job,” said Flynn Nation, 
a 14-year-old in Year 8 at Bass 
Coast College.

“I haven’t got a phone my-
self. I don’t want one, but you 
get the impression the gov-
ernment is just trying to look 
good as the first in the world 
to introduce a ban,” said co-
college captain at the Dudley 
Campus Ruby Barsony.

She’s also aged 14 in Year 8 
at Bass Coast College.

“Plus, it’s a breach of privacy. 
They want all this extra person-
al information about you to ver-
ify your account,” Flynn said. 
“I’m not prepared to give it up. I 

don’t use Facebook. Twitter (X) 
is a mess, and I don’t need Ins-
tagram or Snapchat but I do go 
on YouTube and I do use Reddit 
when I’m looking for different 
information on companies and 
other things.

“I don’t upload content to 
YouTube, but I do look at the 
things I’m interested in like 
history, politics and music,” 
Flynn said.

“I haven’t been kicked off 
yet, I don’t have a YouTube 
account, but some kids have 
been kicked off their social 

media platforms of choice. 
Others haven’t. But there’s a 
lot of talk about it,” he said.

“Most kids aren’t worried. 
They’ve got ways around it, but 
it has been annoying for some.

“One thing I would say is some 
kids use it for therapy, for a 
social outlet, and they’ve just 
kicked them off without knowing 
what the impact will be,” Flynn 
said. “That could be a problem.”

Ruby’s coming at it from a 
different angle.

Without a mobile phone, 
by choice, she’s blissfully  

unaffected, and while she can 
empathise with friends who’ve 
been excluded, she’s getting on 
with her other interests.

“I don’t want my time taken 
up with a phone. I’d rather be 
playing my baritone sax. I go to 
intermediate band and junior 
band, that’s two rehearsals a 
week which keeps me busy.

“Plus, I’m a reader.”
Flynn’s also in a couple of 

bands including the junior 
Wonthaggi Citizens Band and 
he’s a keen gamer, his favou-
rites at the moment being 
Team Fortress 2 and Terraria.

As for the subject of inap-
propriate content, both say 
it’s not accessible on school 
computers and should be dis-
cussed between kids and their 
parents.

Following the passing of the 
Online Safety Act 2021 legisla-
tion, with amendments in late 
2024, children under 16 are 
banned from having accounts 
on major platforms like Tik-
Tok, Instagram, YouTube and 
X, allegedly to protect them 
from online harms, but ac-
cording to local experience, 
with only limited success.

THE first stage of the multi-
million-dollar Phillip Island 
Community Hospital was fin-
ished in July and since then 
there has been a steady rollout 
of services. The Urgent Care 
Centre, which is three times 
the size of the original urgent 
care centre in the Phillip Island 
Health Hub, is ready for sum-
mer emergencies and the daily 
requirements of locals.

According to radiographer 
Lucy Whaley, chatting to visitors 
on an open day on Saturday, 
the hospital’s magnificently-ap-
pointed imaging department has 
already completed more than 
800 x-rays and 400 CT scans 
since it opened on July 29.

Hemodialysis, according to 
nurse unit manager Sky Martin, 
is set to roll in February, using 
six dialysis and chemo chairs 
donated to the hospital by the 
Phillip Island Ladies Golf Auxil-
iary, the Phillip Island RSL and 
the Phillip Island Lions Club.

“Four consumers at Wonthag-
gi will be relocating over early in 
the new year and we would ex-
pect the service here to be heav-
ily used,” Ms Martin said.

The beauty of these facilities 
and all of the equipment at the 
new Phillip Island Community 

Hospital, according to Deputy 
Chair of Bass Coast Health 
Julia Oxley, is that it replicates 
what’s available at the Wonthag-
gi Hospital to ease transition for 
staff at both locations.

It’s an issue that theatre nurses 
Alyssa Hughes and Bec Toronyi 
are quick to seize on as they meet 
visitors making the tour through 
the new hospital to the two-the-
atre complex which will handle a 
developing book of day surgeries 
as more specialists are attracted 
to treat patients at Cowes.

There’s a sensory garden and 
a central courtyard providing 
comfort and light to patients 
and staff while they’re in the hos-
pital and moving about, and as  

elder-in-residence Aunty Dr Do-
seena Fergie OAM notes, there 
has been a special effort made 
to cater for the children who 
visit the hospital with features 
including a new playground.

Everyone was on hand for 
the tour day, including Member 
for Bass Jordan Crugnale, who 
championed the crucial efforts 
of the Phillip Island Medical 
and Health Action Group to get a 
local hospital to replace Warley.

None of this, she said, would 
have happened without the 
community’s commitment to 
delivering a new community 
hospital and funding much-
needed equipment.

“The fact that so much of the 

equipment has been fundraised 
for and that the support is on-
going demonstrates the level of 
community commitment to the 
hospital and the community 
spirit that brought the project 
to fruition,” Ms Crugnale said.

Phillip Island Medical and 
Health Action Group president 
Peter Paul concurs but he said 
the Island community was only 
asking for what other commu-
nities were already getting.

“There were a whole lot of 
factors, of which the campaign 
and community support was 
just one, a commitment over 
17 years I might add, but we 
mounted a very strong case to 
the building department of gov-
ernment and were fortunate 
enough to be included as one of 
the 10 community hospitals the 
government committed to fund-
ing,” Mr Paul said.

“We also supported the rede-
velopment of Wonthaggi which 
was a crucial part of it as well.

“But to see it open for the 
community at the weekend was 
a great day, and confirmation 
that together we have developed 
a great legacy for Phillip Island.”

The impressive new facility is 
expected to be officially opened 
by Health Minister Mary-Anne 
Thomas early in the new year.

Year 8 students at Bass Coast College Ruby Barsony and 
Flynn Nation, both 14 years of age, say there’s plenty of talk 
but the kids are taking the social media ban in their stride.

Not what you’d expect from social media generation

Hospital a triumph of island spirit
By Michael Giles

Nurse Unit Manager Hemodialysis at BCH Sky Martin 
speaks about the roll out of dialysis and chemo services at 
Cowes early in the new year during Saturday’s open day at 
the new Phillip Island Community Hospital.
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Find out how your journey could 
change at bigbuild.vic.gov.au

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

The West Gate Tunnel offers a vital alternative to the 
West Gate Bridge. Drivers have more choices with new 
connections linking the West Gate Freeway to CityLink 
and Melbourne’s CBD.

It will ease congestion on the West Gate Freeway and 
West Gate Bridge, so you can enjoy more of what 
Melbourne has to offer.

more ways  to move

West Gate  
Tunnel  now open
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Expressions of Interest
Inverloch and District Financial Enterprises Limited (IDFEL) operates the 
locally owned Inverloch and District Community Bank.

Expressions of Interest are now being  
accepted for the voluntary position of Director.
We are inviting interest from candidates who reside in, or have strong 
connections to Inverloch and/or surrounding region who are keen to be 
actively involved in the Inverloch and District Community Bank - Bendigo 
Bank franchise located in Inverloch and the community investments 
enabled by running a successful banking business.

As part of the skills matrix process, preference will be provided to 
applicants who can demonstrate experience or capability in the key areas 
of human resources, information technology and attributes necessary to 
contribute to the governance and strategic direction of the company.

As a director you shall be motivated, well organised and community 
orientated. You will provide leadership at a Board level to support and 
drive the company’s strategic direction, goals and objectives to have a 
real say in the future direction of the branch and community.

For more information or to apply call Louise Litchfield on 0477 190 397 
or email exec_officer@inverlochcb.com.au
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Cricket season 
is in full swing!

Don’t miss a moment.
Book an eye check today!

Make the most of your extras with no  
gap prescription glasses or sunnies with us.

Call 03 5662 3485 or book online.
70 Bair Street, Leongatha, 3953
leongathaoptometrists.com.au See Better. See Us.

L E O N G A T H A

Stormy seas for 
offshore wind

By Bruce Wardley

THE cancellation of AGL’s Gippsland Skies 
wind turbine feasibility study south-west of 
Wilson’s Promontory has opened the way for 
alternative investments in power technology 
but not necessarily in South Gippsland.

AGL said it was considering other invest-
ment options including taking a final deci-
sion on grid-scale batteries after deciding not 
to go ahead with Gippsland Skies.

Acknowledging the challenging economic 
conditions globally for offshore wind technol-
ogy, AGL said it had diversified its develop-
ment pipeline into a diverse mix of options 
including grid-scale batteries, onshore wind, 
pumped hydro and gas-peaking.

The estimated cost of offshore wind tech-
nology has risen four to five-fold according to 
AGL with an original plan to utilise the Port 
of Hastings to support offshore wind devel-
opment rejected on environmental grounds.

The Victorian Government has since sub-
mitted an alternative plan that involved a 
multi-port strategy but is yet to re-open its 
stalled offshore wind auction process.

South Gippsland Mayor Cr Nathan Hersey, 
who chairs One Gippsland, said offshore 
wind continued to be a huge opportunity for 
Gippsland but to ensure Victoria’s offshore 
wind ambitions were fair, responsible and 
sustainable One Gippsland has called for 
mandatory early and ongoing consultation.

Despite the cancellation of a number of off-
shore wind projects in Bass Strait the Blue 
Mackerel feasibility study east of Wilson’s 
Promontory has been awarded major proj-
ect status after securing support from the 
federal Major Projects Facilitation Agency 
(MPFA) to help navigate environmental and 
regulatory approvals.

Country Manager Australia for JERA Nex 
bp Anil Chanana said major project sta-
tus was a strong vote of confidence in Blue 
Mackerel.

“It recognises the project’s scale, its contri-
bution to energy security and emissions re-
duction, significant lasting benefits to the lo-
cal community and the importance of getting 
complex approvals right and in time.

“As one of the first offshore wind projects 
to secure a feasibility licence and the first 
with an approved management plan under 
the new offshore regulations Blue Mackerel 
is ideally positioned to help replace coal gen-
eration with large-scale, renewable energy.”

Located approximately 10 kilometres off 
the Gippsland coast on Brataualung and Ta-
tungalung Country, between Seaspray and 
Woodside, Blue Mackerel has the potential 
to generate enough electricity to power up to 
750,000 Victorian homes by 2032.

LOCAL children doing it 
tough will soon be riding into 
the new year with brand-new 
bicycles, thanks to a new ini-
tiative from the Lions Club of 
Inverloch and District.

The Lions Pedal Power Proj-
ect has been launched in col-
laboration with both the Won-
thaggi Proactive Policing Unit 
and Inverloch Bike Hire. The 
aim is simple, giving children 
in the Inverloch and Wonthag-
gi areas access to bikes they 
may otherwise never have.

The first round of funding 
includes $4000 from the Li-
ons Club, aiming to deliver 
bikes and helmets to selected 
children before Christmas. 
The program will rely on fur-
ther community donations to 
hopefully extend the initiative 
into 2026.

Lions president Terry Hall 
said the club wanted to do 
something meaningful for 
young people who may be ex-
periencing hardship.

“The Lions Club was want-
ing to do something special 

for the youth of the area. We 
see the youth of the area as 
the future, and so we’ve got to 
put more time into our young 
people,” he said. “We saw this 
as one way of working with 
the proactive policing unit and 
also working with Inverloch 
Bike Hire. Being able to rec-
ognise some of these children 
who may be in a bad situation, 
and wanting to find some way 
of helping them.”

The Wonthaggi Proactive Po-
licing Unit will work closely 
with schools and welfare ser-
vices to identify recipients 
confidentially, making sure 
the bikes reach the children 
who need them. Inverloch 
Bike Hire will do their part by 
sizing, supplying and check-
ing each bike and safety kit 
individually, while the Lions 
will coordinate funding, do-
nations and ongoing support. 
Bunnings is also supporting 
the project, donating tools and 
grease to ensure the bikes are 

received in top shape.
For Mr Hall, the impact goes 

far beyond the gift itself.
“They see that there are peo-

ple out there who care about 
them,” he said. “When you 
have that sort of feeling, you 
respond, hopefully in a posi-
tive way, whether it’s at school, 
at home, or in the community. 
That helps everybody, I think.”

Proactive Policing Unit Lead-
ing Senior Constable Nick Carl-
son said his unit was proud to 
be part of the program.

“The Wonthaggi Proactive Po-
licing Unit is proud to be part-
nering with the Lions Club of 
Inverloch and Inverloch Bike 
Hire in the Lions Pedal Power 
program, supplying bicycles 
to children and families doing 
it tough in these challenging 
times,” he said. “We look for-
ward to continuing our part-
nership delivering the Lions 
Pedal Power and other pro-
grams that benefit our local 
communities.”

Inverloch Bike Hire owners 
Meika and Danny also praised 

the initiative, saying it high-
lights the strong community 
spirit that exists locally.

“This project is another 
example of the hard work, 
dedication, and communi-
ty-mindedness of our local  
Lions Club. We are extremely 
pleased to support such a fan-
tastic initiative in conjunction 
with the Wonthaggi PPU,” they 
said.

Mr Hall said the club hopes 
to raise enough funds to con-
tinue the project into the new 
year, allowing even more chil-
dren to experience the inde-
pendence and joy that comes 
with owning a bike.

“The community has re-
sponded magnificently, as this 
community always does,” he 
said. “This is a very proactive 
community when it comes to 
helping people.”

Donations go directly toward 
purchasing additional bicycles 
and safety kits. If you would 
like to contribute, please visit: 
inverlochlions.au/pedal-pow-
er.

By Trent Westaway

Terry Hall with Danny and Meika of Inverloch Bike Hire and Megan Krause from the Proactive Policing Unit Wonthaggi, 
united in helping children access new bicycles.

Lions launch bike program for children in need
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STAY SAFE  
IN BASS COAST

As we enjoy more beautiful weather, the Bass Coast region is 
calling all beachgoers to come and enjoy the sandy shores safely. 

To help you stay safe, we encourage everyone to download the 
Surf Life Saving Australia, Beachsafe app and access important 
information available on the Life Saving Victoria website 
(lsv.com.au) and throughout the Visitor Information Centres. 

Always swim at patrolled locations whenever possible, and 
in hot weather, take steps to protect yourself and others 
by keeping cool, staying hydrated, planning ahead and 
checking in with others. 

We want everyone to keep safe when  
exploring the amazing coastline  
of Bass Coast. 

         beachsafe.org.au 

KIDZ Klub (Primary age students) and 
genYOUTH (Secondary age students) are 
back for the 41st year of operation at 
Sandy Point this January, with Kidz Klub 
kicking off on January 5 and genYOUTH 
on January 6.

Cara Little said the team is excited to be 
coming back to Sandy Point Community 
Centre. “To kick off the week we are start-
ing with a Family Day on Monday, Janu-
ary 5 from 10:30 am-1:30 pm. Then on 
Tuesday, January 6 to Friday, January 9, 
2026, our program will run just like pre-
vious years from 9:30 am - 12:30 pm,” 
said Cara.

All activities are free and are specially 
designed for primary school aged chil-
dren. “We offer a fun week of Bible stories, 
games, craft, quizzes, singing and prizes.”

Kidz Klub is also a great place to meet 
new friends! In addition to the regular 
program, the special birthday party will 
feature face painting, fairy floss, games, 
craft and much more!

“Parents are welcome to leave their chil-
dren under the care of us, or to stay and 
have morning tea while the kids enjoy the 
fun.”

The genYOUTH is a free activity for 
teenagers held at the Sandy Point Com-
munity Centre from 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm 
Tuesday, January 6 to Thursday, January 
8, 2026.

Each night features high energy games, 
a positive message from the Bible, and – 
as in previous years – Sandy Point’s best 
supper!

“All activities are free, we hope you will 
be able to join us. Don’t forget to tell all 
your friends!”

For more information, visit www.san-
dypointkidzklub.org or contact the team 
via email, kksandypoint@gmail.com or 
phone (03) 5940 0926.

All Kidz Klub activities are conducted 
in compliance with Victoria’s Child Safe 
Standards.

Kidz Klub and 
genYOUTH are  

coming to Sandy Point
Nature Parks celebrates  

one million visitors this year
A RECORD number of sell-

out nights at the world-famous 
Penguin Parade has seen Phillip 
Island Nature Parks celebrate 
its one millionth visitor across 
its attractions this year.

The Nature Parks have seen 
a 10 per cent increase in visi-
tor numbers compared to the 
previous year, powered by the 
return of international tourists 
and a strong domestic market.

China has regained its posi-
tion as the largest international 
market since 2020, contribut-
ing to 17 per cent of visitation 
in 2025. Hong Kong is now sec-
ond and growing quickly, with 
Taiwan, the USA and Singapore 
rounding out the top five na-
tions.

Domestic visitors make up 49 
per cent of visitation, with inter-
national visitors 51 per cent.

The one millionth visitor 
came from the UK with a family 
visiting from North Wales and 
London.

General Manager Tourism 
at the Nature Parks, Mark An-
derson, said the strong growth 
in visitor numbers this year 
reflected an increasing global 
trend for nature-based experi-
ences.

In 2025 to date, 709,673 
people visited the Penguin Pa-
rade, followed by 170,239 at 
Koala Conservation Reserve 
and 123,624 at Churchill Is-
land, with the total of one mil-
lion visitors across all attrac-
tions achieved on 29 November 
2025.

“Nature and wildlife are key 
attractions for this market, and 
we’re proud to be contributing 
significantly economically to 
Victoria. As an internationally 
renowned ecotourism destina-
tion, the Nature Parks supports 
2,600 Victorian jobs and con-
tributes more than $600 mil-
lion in direct and indirect spend 
within Victoria annually,” Mr 
Anderson said.

“We have seen 131 sell-out 
nights at the Penguin Parade 
across the 2024-25 financial 
year, with a record-breaking 
52 sell-out nights over the last 
summer holidays.”

The trend is set to continue 
this summer, with 19 nights 
already sold out across De-
cember and January at the  

Penguin Parade.
Mr Anderson said while one 

million visitors was a great re-
sult, the Nature Parks were 
continually looking to grow and 
improve the experience with 
the new upgrades, including a 
new fully accessible Shearwa-
ter Boardwalk that connects 
to Summerland Beach, a re-
freshed Penguins Plus viewing 
platform and a purpose-built 
guided tour platform for the 
Penguins Premium experience.

This year, the Nature Parks 
has delivered further upgrades 
to the Penguin Parade board-
walks, providing greater acces-
sibility and improved viewing of 
the penguins returning to their 
burrows.

Early next year, work will 

continue on the boardwalk up-
grades including, a fast and 
slow boardwalk, a new penguin 
viewing area, new toilet facilities 
and a looped path back to the 
Visitors Centre. The upgrades 
will be delivered by the project 
team consisting of Simpson 
Construction and Terroir Archi-
tects.

The Nature Parks also oper-
ates the recently opened, free 
St Kilda Penguins experience, 
which has been hugely popular, 
booking out until March within 
days of tickets being released, 
with the plan to start releasing 
tickets more regularly with a 
shorter booking window from 
April onwards.

Significant planning work is 
underway for a potential future 
redevelopment of the Penguin 
Parade stands, and Summer-
land Peninsula, which includes 
addressing the future of the 
Nobbies precinct, with the Nob-
bies building remaining closed 
for public safety after two sepa-
rate structural incidents during 
high winds.

The Nobbies boardwalks – 
which are the true attraction of 
the precinct – are open, with the 
Penguin Parade Visitor Centre 
continuing to open from 12pm 
every day for retail and café op-
tions as well as bathroom facili-
ties.

Bookings for the Penguin Pa-
rade are essential. Please plan 
your visit and book your tickets 
in advance at penguins.org.au 
to avoid missing out.

The one millionth visitor to Phillip Island Nature Parks 
came from the UK with a family visiting from North Wales 
and London. Photo: Phillip Island Nature Parks.
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WISHING YOU A 
SAFE AND HAPPY 
CHRISTMAS

THANK YOU FOR WORKING WITH US

As the year draws to a close, we extend a 
heartfelt thanks to everyone who took the time 
to talk with our team, share knowledge and 
provide feedback in 2025.

Your feedback has helped shape project planning and 
environmental assessments for Star of the South. We look 
forward to sharing these assessments, which document years 
of scientific research, consultation and specialist studies, with 
you in 2026 as we become the first offshore wind project to 
seek Australian environmental approvals.

How to connect with us over the holidays

Sea Days Festival - join us at this family-friendly 
festival in Port Welshpool. Stop by our stand to chat 
about offshore wind on Saturday  
3 January 9:30 am – 3:30 pm.

Stop by our Gippsland office - we’re open  
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and by appointment, right up 
until Christmas Eve. After a short break, we’ll reopen 
Wednesday 14 January.

Connect online - follow us on Facebook at  
‘Star of the South Project’ or subscribe to monthly 
email updates via our website. 

southerlyten.com.au 
1800 340 340 
info@southerlyten.com.au 
310 Commercial Road, Yarram

LinkedIn  Southerly Ten 
LinkedIn  Star of the South 
Facebook  Star of the South Project

Motion backed for roof 
action at Splash

By Andrew Paloczi

SOUTH Gippsland Shire Council will 
receive a report on replacing or repairing 
Splash Stadium’s leaking roof in Leongatha, 
following a motion highlighting ongoing com-
munity frustration with the issue.

The motion by Cr Clare Williams at 
Wednesday’s council meeting said the report 
needs to include an assessment of the cur-
rent roof condition and feasible solutions, in-
cluding cost estimates and expected lifespan.

“The roof has had numerous persistent 
leaks, which have continued despite repeat-
ed efforts to investigate, manage and repair 
them,” she said.

That has resulted in an extraordinary ar-
rangement featuring upside down umbrella-
like structures suspended from the ceiling 
that are connected to drainage hoses.

As a former Leongatha Basketball Associa-
tion president, Cr John Schelling hit out at 
the situation, labelling it “embarrassing”.

“I understand all the logistics that go with 
trying to solve this issue but we’ve got to 
bring it to a head,” he said, remarking that 
the severity of the leaks prevents basketball 
tournaments being played in the stadium.

“We’ve got kids going to Drouin and War-
ragul to play in tournaments rather than Le-
ongatha,” Cr Schelling said.

While Cr Scott Rae shares the concerns of 
others about the Splash roof, he pointed out 
it is not old and hasn’t achieved its expected 
lifespan, alluding to a legal case he said he 
is unable to discuss but that involves the 
builder and council. “Maybe we should be 
pushing further to understand the process 
that we can’t discuss,” he said.

Cr Williams responded that councillors are 
there for their community members and her 
motion was on the community’s behalf, but 
didn’t address Cr Rae’s concerns.

While Cr Williams’ motion was comfortably 
carried, Cr Rae voted against it.

The Sentinel-Times has previously reported 
the ongoing Splash roof saga that prompted a 
Federal Coalition funding promise, rendered 
redundant when Labor won this year’s election.

Community grants awarded
BASS Coast Shire Council 

this week celebrated the lucky 
recipients of the 2025 round 
two community grants at The 
Union Theatre. 

Over the past year, 92 com-
munity groups received a to-
tal of $294,000 in funding, by 
Bass Coast Shire Council. 

The Council’s Climate Grants 
also dedicated $40,000 to lo-
cal climate initiatives this year. 
Amongst the lucky recipients 
of round two were Wonthaggi 
Urban Landcare Group, Phil-
lip Island Senior Citizens Club 
and San Remo Bowls Club, 
with projects including reinvig-
orating Wonthaggi Urban Land-
care Group, The Future of Pow-
er and Sustainability in Action: 
Energy Update, respectively. 

Bass Coast Mayor, Cr Ro-
chelle Halstead hosted the 
night, and spoke proudly about 
the impact of the program:

“Nights like this truly remind 
us why Bass Coast is such a 
special place. This event is our 
chance to recognise and cel-
ebrate the enormous contribu-
tion you all make across Bass 
Coast. Council can provide 
funding, but you turn that sup-
port into action, connection 
and real impact.”

Among the highlights and 
stories shared on the night:

Way Finding Signage for the 
Cemetery:

Pamela Rothfield from 
the Phillip Island Cemetery 
Trust shared how access to a 
$10,000 Major Grant enabled 
the installation of historic-
style section signs to improve 
navigation for visitors seeking an-
cestors’ graves in the 150-year-old  

cemetery, which holds more 
than 2500 burials – and allow-
ing the project to happen far 
more quickly than the Trust 
could have achieved with its re-
maining funds.

Long Journeys, Stories from 
the BCAL Community:

Dr Laura Brearley from Bass 
Coast Adult Learning shared 
the group’s short film, funded 
through a $4500 Community 
Grant. Long Journeys is a sto-
rytelling and filmmaking proj-
ect capturing the voices and 
experiences of BCAL’s English 
as an Additional Language 
learners.

Pocket Guides to the Western 
Port Woodland:

Armed with a lively na-
ture quiz, Catherine Watson 
from Save the Western Port  

Woodlands shared the group’s 
$5000 Community Grant proj-
ect: a series of pocket-sized 
guides celebrating the rich bio-
diversity of the Western Port 
Woodlands. These booklets 
are now in the hands of walk-
ers, families, and nature lovers 
across the region.

Council’s Community Grants 
Program is open year-round 
and assessed twice annually, 
offering funding across several 
categories:

*General Community Grants: 
$2001–$5000 for equipment, 
activities, or project seeding.
• �Festivals, Celebrations, and 

Events Grants: $2001–
$5000 for community-led 
events.

• �Minor Capital Works Grants: 
Up to $5000 for facility  

improvements or fixed 
equipment.

• �Major Project Funding: 
$5001 up to $10,000 for 
larger-scale projects, exclud-
ing equipment, with up to 
three funded per round.
Community Grants 2026 

Round 1 are currently open 
and close Friday, March 6, 
2026. In addition to Commu-
nity Grants, the 47 recipients 
of the 2025 Quick Response 
Grants were also celebrated on 
Tuesday evening. These grants 
provide immediate funding 
of up to $2000 and support 
a diverse range of needs, like 
equipment and small events. 
Quick Response Grants are 
offered monthly with the cur-
rent round closing on Friday, 
December 26. 

Save the Western Port Woodlands’ Catherine Watson and Dr Laura Brearley from Bass 
Coast Adult Learning (right), pictured with Mayor Rochelle Halstead, both spoke on 
Tuesday night of the impact of the funding. 
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Councillors back 
Specialist School kids
By Andrew Paloczi

BOOSTING the safety of South Gippsland 
Specialist School students prompted coun-
cillors to support an earlier start for the 
Horn Street, Leongatha school crossing su-
pervisor.

All eight councillors present at Wednes-
day’s meeting, with Cr Bron Beach away, 
voted in favour of a move to start the super-
visor’s shift at 2.45pm, quarter of an hour 
earlier than is currently the case.

In putting forward a motion to bring about 
that change, Cr Clare Williams acknowl-
edged the unsatisfactory nature of the exist-
ing arrangement, in which the crossing su-
pervisor’s shifts start a little after Specialist 
School pupils finish for the day.

“This timing gap leaves vulnerable stu-
dents crossing a busy road unsupervised, 
directly contradicting the intent of council’s 
Disability Action Plan,” Cr Williams stated.

Her motion called for council to assess 
whether an interim adjustment could be ac-
commodated for the January to June 2026 
school term periods within the current op-
erational budgets.

It is noted that the change would entail 
just an extra 46 working hours a year.

Cr Williams declared that her motion is on 
behalf of her community, with Cr Sarah Gil-
ligan stating that when councillors are made 
aware of such issues they need to address 
them.

Cool summers and 
warmer winters for 

Union Theatre
WONTHAGGI’s Union Theatre is about to 

get a $1 million upgrade to its climate control 
system with Bass Coast Shire Council voting 
last week to approve a $1.1 million upgrade.

Fully funded by ratepayers the available 
budget for the project is $1,120,000 com-
prising $900,000 from WUCAC Electrical 
Supply Design and $220,000 from the Open 
Space Building and Painting Program.

“Nice to see the mighty Union Theatre get-
ting a bit of love,” said Cr Mat Morgan.

Preparation of management plans will be 
included in the tender as well as provision of 
the required information and documentation 
to assist council in obtaining a building per-
mit; coordination of all necessary approvals, 
inspections, testing, and certifications; and 
completion of all handover requirements 
including as-built drawings, test reports, 
warranties, maintenance manuals and other 
compliance documentation.

A LIFE-SAVING harm re-
duction Opioid Management 
Clinic is expanding its reach 
across regional Victoria. Orti-
care, the Grampians Loddon 
Mallee Pharmacotherapy Net-
work, will introduce new ser-
vices in the Gippsland region 
from January 1.

The expansion follows the 
recruitment of Dr Eric Hadi-
nata, an Addiction Medicine 
Specialist and immediate past 
chair of the Royal Australian 
College of General Practitio-
ners’ Alcohol and Other Drug 
committee. Dr Hadinata will 
join the clinic’s existing Ad-
diction Medicine Physician Dr 
Adam Straub.

The clinic supports health-
care professionals and im-
proves access to opioid 

pharmacotherapy services. 
Orticare manager Pauline 
Molloy said the service is 
growing to meet demand and 
provide equitable access to 
services across regional Vic-
toria.

“We have been at full capac-
ity with an appointment wait 
time of up to seven weeks, 
and there has been no similar 
program operating in the Bar-
won and Gippsland regions, 
so this expansion is timely,” 
Ms Molloy said.

The clinic provides expert 
opioid pharmacotherapy sup-
port for prescribers such as 
GPs and Nurse Practitioners 
to manage patients using opi-
oids.

Ms Molloy described the 
clinic as an important service 

that gives prescribers expert 
advice to continue managing 
their patients.

Over the past year, Orticare 
received 222 patient referrals 
from healthcare professionals 
from 130 different prescrib-
ers, including 37 referred 
more than once.

The Gippsland services are 
being offered via telehealth 
in partnership with the local 
Pharmacotherapy Area-Based 
Networks.

“There’s no current service 
in the Gippsland and Barwon 
South West regions, so we’re 
pleased to be able to fill the 
void,” Ms Molloy said.

“The clinic is already 70 
per cent telehealth. Many 
prescribers serve large catch-
ment areas, and their patients 

often travel long distances to 
access care. These patterns 
highlight the importance of 
telehealth in overcoming dis-
tance, transport and financial 
barriers in regional and rural 
Victoria.”

The clinic is designed to 
reduce barriers and sup-
port consistent engagement, 
achieving a 92 per cent atten-
dance rate.

“We know from the number 
of repeat referring prescrib-
ers that the model we have 
works,” Ms Molloy said.

“Feedback from practitio-
ners has highlighted how the 
clinic has increased their con-
fidence in prescribing opioid 
pharmacotherapy and em-
powered them to continue 
caring for referred patients.”

Opioid Management Clinic to expand to Gippsland

Dr Eric Hadinata will join the Opioid 
Management clinic’s existing Addiction 
Medicine Physician Dr Adam Straub 
from January.

Cr Clare Williams succeeded in 
winning councillor support for fairer 
crossing arrangements. A07_5025
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BASS Coast and Gippsland 
councils, businesses and the 
community have formed a 
united coalition to campaign 
to keep the iconic Austra-
lian Motorcycle Grand Prix 
at Phillip Island as fears in-
tensify that it could soon be 
poached by an interstate or 
overseas track.

The Mayors of Bass Coast 
Shire Council and South 
Gippsland Shire Council, and 
tourism and business groups 
Destination Phillip Island and 
Destination Gippsland last 
week wrote to Premier Ja-
cinta Allan seeking an urgent 
commitment to keep the race, 
which is worth more than 
$60 million to the local com-
munity.

Businesses and the com-
munity have also launched a 
public campaign to force the 
Government to save the race.

The October 2026 race is 
the final race in the current 
contract, and the Govern-
ment and Australian Grand 
Prix Corporation, chaired 
by former minister Martin  

Pakula, have not yet secured 
an extension for Phillip Island 
or provided a commitment to 
save the race.

An announcement by the 
global MotoGP rightsholders 
Dorna Sports is believed to 
be imminent.

The MotoGP has been held 
at Phillip Island since 1997 
and is a major drawcard for 
the state’s Major Events cal-
endar and plays a critical role 
in supporting the tourism 
sector and the wider economy 
across Phillip Island, Bass 
Coast, Gippsland and Victo-
ria.

The 2025 event drew more 
than 91,000 attendees – the 
highest since 2012, and up 
10,000 from 2024.

The Phillip Island racing 
track, owned by the Fox fam-
ily, is in the State electorate of 
Bass, which is currently held 
by a small margin by the La-
bor Party.

The regional leaders have 
also written letters to Mr 
Pakula and Opposition Lead-
er Jess Wilson seeking their 

support for the public cam-
paign to save the race, as well 
as Dorna Sports Chief Execu-
tive Carmelo Ezpeleta.

“The community is extreme-
ly proud that the Phillip Is-
land MotoGP has established 
itself as the biggest regional 
sporting event in Australia 
and will fight hard to keep 
it,” wrote Bass Coast Shire 
Council Mayor Cr Rochelle 
Halstead to the Premier.

“Economically, culturally 
and socially, the MotoGP 
holds huge significance for the 
Bass Coast community, par-
ticularly the small businesses 
in hospitality, retail, accom-
modation and tourism who 
rely heavily on the race week-
end for a substantial portion 
of their annual income, which 
allows them to stay open and 
employ local staff.

“The economic benefits 
from the event also flow on 
to our neighbours in South 
Gippsland and across the 
Gippsland region. The race 
plays a critical role in pro-
moting Phillip Island and 

Gippsland’s global profile as 
a premier destination for ma-
jor events and international 
visitation. Losing it would di-
minish the region’s exposure 
to international markets and 
weaken Gippsland’s visitor 
economy and international 
appeal.’’

“Losing the race would be a 
huge blow for the community, 
residents and visitors, im-
pacting vital economic activ-
ity and identity, and, not sur-
prisingly, I have been alerted 
by business and community 
groups of their plan to use 
the busy summer holidays on 
Phillip Island and the Bass 
Coast region to campaign to 
keep the race at Phillip Is-
land.’’

“The Australian Motorcycle 
Grand Prix is an integral part 
of our community, and the 
state’s Major Events calendar, 
and we look forward to your 
commitment that it will stay 
at its Island home and not 
be allowed to be poached by 
another state or country,” Cr 
Halstead said.

Fight to save Phillip Island MotoGP revs up

Next generation of riders 
could be the key to MotoGP

AS BASS Coast Shire takes 
up the fight to keep the Mo-
toGP on Phillip Island one 
group of fans seem to have all 
but been forgotten except that 
is by the new owners Liberty 
Media.

Liberty Media acquired 84 
per cent of the MotoGP earlier 
this year and this season’s 
MotoGP events have figured 
prominently in Liberty Me-
dia’s latest financial results.

With the Asia Pacific ac-
counting for a growing num-
ber of MotoGP fans it makes 
sense that the MotoGP re-
mains firmly rooted in the 
Asia Pacific. With the MotoGP 
calendar of events now con-
firmed up to 2031 in many 
locations Liberty Media has 
identified young fans as the 
key to the future of the Mo-
toGP.

Moto2, Moto3 and Moto4 
are all seen as essential to cul-
tivating the next generation of 
international and local riders. 
Australian rider Senna Agi-
us from Camden, NSW was 
the first Australian to win a 
Moto2 race at Phillip Island.

Liberty Media has also sig-
nalled its intention to boost 
cultural influence through 
MotoGP events, improve fan 
zones and music offerings, in-
crease local market penetra-
tion and turn races into des-
tination events.

Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil last week reaffirmed its 
strong support for the Aus-
tralian Motorcycle Grand Prix 
to remain at Phillip Island be-
yond its current contractual 
term.

The event is seen as a cor-
nerstone of Bass Coast’s visi-
tor economy, delivering sig-
nificant economic benefits, 
global exposure, and commu-
nity activation.

The Island hosted the first 
Australian Grand Prix in 
1928, cementing its place in 
national motorsport history. 
The MotoGP itself was first 

run at Phillip Island before 
being relocated to Eastern 
Creek for a brief period in the 
1990s, ultimately returning 
to the Island where it has re-
mained since 1997.

The event has proven to be 
a major economic driver for 
Bass Coast and Victoria.

An economic impact study 
by Ernst & Young in 2023 
found the Grand Prix gen-
erated $54.6 million in to-
tal economic benefit for the 
state, including $29.4 million 
in direct local spend for Bass 
Coast.

Securing the MotoGP be-
yond 2026 aligns with coun-
cil’s long-term objectives to 
grow the visitor economy, 
strengthen regional partner-
ships, and enhance global 
recognition.

Having worked in the motor 
industry for many years Cr 
Tim O’Brien said the risk was 
if we lose the iconic Grand 
Prix from the Island we’ll 

probably lose it from Austra-
lia.

“Tailem Bend and Avalon 
have been touted as possible 
places where the event could 
be run but it is its iconic sta-
tus that has kept it here,” said 
Cr O’Brien.

Cr Ron Bauer said the im-
portance of the MotoGP to 
the Island could not be over-
stated.

“The GP is the most impor-
tant short term accommoda-
tion stay event in terms of dol-
lars brought in over a week. 
The loss of homes opting out 
of the short term accommo-
dation scheme due to the loss 
of the GP could have enor-
mous repercussions to our 
bottom line.

“The MotoGP is a growing 
event not an event in decline. 
We know the riders wish the 
event to stay on the island. 
They love riding on the track, 
and we love having it here. 
We need to stay out in front 

in this race, not slide off the 
track and get the chequered 
flag.”

“Coming second is not an 
option,” said Cr Bauer.

“Failure to retain the world 
class event would represent a 
significant economic and rep-
utational loss for Bass Coast 
while continued hosting will 
consolidate Bass Coast’s po-
sition as a leading destina-
tion for major events.”

In 2024/25 Bass Coast 
Shire Council contributed 
$98,000 towards the MotoGP 
split between traffic and 
transportation implementa-
tion costs and entertainment 
in Cowes.

The owner of the Phillip Is-
land Grand Prix Circuit the 
Linfox Property Group is re-
sponsible for capital improve-
ments required to maintain 
the event’s sustainability.

A petition can be signed at 
engage.basscoast.vic.gov.au/
SaveOurMOTOGP.

By Bruce Wardley

Superbike riders Max Neukirchner and Jakeb Sullivan with Bass Coast Shire Mayor 
Rochelle Halstead, Rosa Scarlato from Pino’s Trattoria and Destination Phillip Island 
General Manager Kim Storey calling for the Australian Motorcycle Grand Prix to remain 
at Phillip Island.

By Michael Giles

YOU’VE no doubt heard the term “breed 
like rabbits”.

A report to the Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil meeting last Wednesday, titled ‘Possible 
Eradication and Control Options for Rab-
bits, Feral Cats & Deer in Bass Coast’ dem-
onstrates the point succinctly:

“Rabbits reach reproductive maturity at 
three months of age, meaning that under fa-
vourable conditions one pair of rabbits can 
become 184 rabbits in 18 months.”

And you don’t need to look far past the 
Jetty Triangle in Cowes to see that scenario 
being played out before your very eyes with 
rabbits invading the gardens around the 
cenotaph and in front of the foreshore area 
in ever-increasing numbers.

The “unfolding catastrophe”, as Cr Tim 
O’Brien termed it, has even become some-
thing of a tourist attraction as visitors, pull-
ing up in their buses for a bit of R&R before 
heading out to the penguins, admire the 
cute and fluffy bunnies, munching away on 
the lawns at the end of Thompson Avenue.

Of course, it’s only an indication of what’s 
going on right across Phillip Island in par-
ticular, with no apex predator, and to a less-
er extent elsewhere.

The situation prompted Cr Ron Bauer to 
raise a Notice of Motion at the September 
17 council meeting, initially about the rab-
bits on the Island, but expanding into a call 
for a report on “the possible eradication and 
population control options regarding rab-
bits, feral cats and deer in Bass Coast”.

He wasn’t happy with what he got.
“This report does not go far enough,” said 

Cr Bauer.
“The aim of the motion that I introduced 

two months ago was to have a report with 
strategies to deal with the pests, especially 
the rabbits. There is not one eradication 
recommendation in this report,” he said.

“I believe the very least we need is to cre-
ate a task force to deal with the problem. 
I understand that any remedial action car-
ries some risk of collateral damage but as 
the saying goes, you can’t make an omelette 
without breaking eggs.

“We not only should support the other 
stakeholders, but it’s our legislated obliga-
tion to be proactive in this space. I call on of-
ficers to provide councillors with a briefing 
in February with some effective strategies. 
Ratepayers deserve better.”

Whether he gets an implementation report 
or not is yet to be seen.

Cr Matt Morgan wants council and the 
community to focus its attention on a bigger 
problem – feral cats.

“Cats are one of Australia’s most destructive 
invasive species. They occupy 99.9 per cent of 
mainland Australia and are found on nearly 
100 islands, surviving in more habitats and 
over a wider area than any other introduced 
species, including rabbits and foxes,” he said, 
claiming there are between 2.8 million and 
5.6 million domestic or feral cats.

As well as conducting pest control on its 
own land and co-operating with other agen-
cies, the shire will consider increasing its 
investment in strategic pest animal control 
across the municipality.

Rabbits or cats, 
it’s out of control 
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Come sing your heart out at 
a good old fashioned…

Traditional Carols Night

At St George’s Anglican Church,
24 Smythe Street, Corinella 

Christmas Eve, 
December 24, 7pm

Silent night, O Come all ye faithful, O Holy nigh, Joy to the world,  
Away in a manger, We three Kings, Once in royal David’s city,  

O little town of Bethlehm, The first Noel,  
While Shepherds watched their Flocks by night,  

Angels we have heard on high, Adore, What child is this,  
O come o come Emmanuel, Joyful joyful we adore thee

Jesus… the reason for the season.
For God so loved the world He gave His one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3.16.

  

  
For more information, contact Kristen Yates-Matthews:                                    

Kristen.Yates-Matthews@basscoasthealth.org.au 

Join our Community  
Advisory Committee 

Do you have strong community 
connections and a passion for 
local healthcare?  
 
BCH is seeking Expressions of 
Interest for members of our 
Community Advisory 
Committee, to act as a conduit 
between the community and the 
Board and Executive.  
 
Be a voice for your local 
community as we transition into 
Bayside Health on 1 January 
2026. You will provide feedback 

and advice, and represent the 
community on committees that 
ensure consumer voice is central 
to the delivery of our services. 
 
We seek members of all ages 
and backgrounds, bringing lived 
experience and skills. See our  
committee members here:                     
basscoasthealth.org.au/cac 
 
This is an exciting time to join 
BCH, with significant growth in 
services and infrastructure.  
 

TOTALLY Renewable Phil-
lip Island (TRPI) has success-
fully partnered with AusNet to 
implement a small-scale hot 
water trial for Rhyll residents, 
demonstrating how commu-
nity advocacy can drive inno-
vative renewable energy solu-
tions.

Starting March 1, 2026, up 
to 60 households in Rhyll will 
have their electric hot water 
systems automatically shifted 
from nighttime to daytime op-
eration, harnessing the region’s 
abundant solar energy during 
peak generation hours between 
9am and 3pm, keeping the ex-
isting supplementary boost pe-
riod from 4am to 6am.

The initiative addresses a 
growing challenge in renew-
able energy communities: 
what to do with excess solar 
energy generated during the 
day. As Phillip Island contin-
ues its transition toward 100 
per cent renewable energy by 
2030, this trial offers a practi-
cal solution that benefits both 
the local grid and individual 
households.

By shifting hot water heating 
to daytime hours, the trial will 
maximise the use of locally-
generated solar power that 
would otherwise go to waste. 
This means more solar energy 
is used within the community, 
reducing the need for electric-
ity from the grid during night-
time hours when fossil fuel 
generation is still required.

“This is about being smart 
with the solar energy we’re al-
ready generating,” said TRPI 
Chair, Simon Helps. “Instead 

of curtailing solar systems or 
exporting excess energy, we’re 
now using it to heat water 
when the sun is shining. It’s 
common sense, and it will be 
happening right here in Rhyll.”

The Rhyll trial aligns with 
Bass Coast Council’s Climate 
Change Action Plan initia-
tives currently being updated, 
positioning Phillip Island as 
a leader in practical renew-
able energy innovation. The  
project demonstrates how  

regional councils can actively 
contribute to Australia’s re-
newable energy transition 
through community-led part-
nerships.

TRPI will be conducting mul-
tiple community engagement 
sessions to ensure all resi-
dents understand the trial and 
can ask questions.

A public meeting will be 
held at Rhyll Community 
Hall on Saturday 24 January 
2026 at 11am until 12.30pm.  

Information stalls will be at 
Rhyll Twilight Markets at Site 
54 between 4pm and 8pm on 
Friday, December 12, Friday,  
January 2 and Friday, January 
16. A community drop-in ses-
sion will be held at Rhyll Com-
munity Hall on Saturday 21 
February 2026 at 11am until 
12.30pm.

An online information ses-
sion via Zoom will be held on 
Wednesday, February 4, 2026 
between 7pm and 8pm, open 
for all including non-residents 
and property owners. Expres-
sion of interest can register via 
Humanitix registration and 
Facebook updates.

Facebook updates are avail-
able by following Totally Re-
newable Phillip Island at 
facebook.com/totallyrenew-
ablephillipisland. Online reg-
istration for updates and FAQ 
document available at events.
humanitix.com/register-for-
rhyll-hot-water-trial-updates.

This initiative is a signifi-
cant step toward TRPI’s goal 
of making Phillip Island 100 
per cent renewable by 2030. 
By demonstrating how exist-
ing infrastructure can be op-
timised to use solar energy 
more effectively, the trial cre-
ates a blueprint for similar 
communities across Australia.

For more information about 
the Rhyll hot water trial, in-
cluding FAQs and notification 
of upcoming information ses-
sions register via Humanitix 
page, or stay in touch via the 
TRPI Facebook page or email 
totallyrenewablephillipis-
land@gmail.com.

Ambulance response 
rates alarmingly low, 

says O’Brien
THE Nationals Member for Gippsland 

South, Danny O’Brien, has raised ur-
gent concerns about the response times 
for emergency medical callouts. “Not the 
fault of our paramedics,” he said. “They’re 
working hard and doing the best they can, 
but they’re let down by a government that 
simply hasn’t backed them up.”

“The statewide target is for an ambu-
lance to reach at least 85 per cent of Code 
One incidents within 15 minutes, but in 
South Gippsland that figure is just 47.4 
per cent, with a wait time of more than 19 
minutes on average,” Mr O’Brien said.

“These are emergencies where every 
minute matters, and it is clear that the 
system is simply not keeping up.”

Mr O’Brien highlighted that the delays ex-
tend beyond the most urgent callouts, with 
Code 2 callouts (non-life-threatening inci-
dents still requiring timely medical atten-
tion), leaving locals waiting more than 40 
minutes in both local government areas.

“As well as risking the lives of 
Gippslanders, these delays place unfair 
pressure on our hardworking local para-
medics.

“Our paramedics are dedicated, skilled 
and doing everything they can, but they 
continue to be let down by a government 
that has failed to invest properly in the 
system.

“Gippslanders deserve to know an am-
bulance will come when they need one, 
but right now the data shows they simply 
cannot rely on that.”

Mr O’Brien said he is again calling on the 
state government to take immediate ac-
tion to improve ambulance performance 
in regional Victoria.

“Gippslanders should not be waiting 
longer and longer for life-saving care.

“The state government must act urgently 
to ensure our local ambulance services 
have the resources, staffing and support 
they need to meet their targets and keep 
our community safe.”

Phillip Island community advocacy leads to 
daytime hot water trial for Rhyll residents

Zoe Geyer and Garry Busowsky (TRPI) , working on 
sustainable architecture and energy efficiency, have 
previously provided strong support for TRPI’s goal of 100% 
renewable power by 2030. Zoe is now assisting First Nations 
communities with their transition to renewable energy.
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HAS ARRIVED
TEST DRIVE TODAY

Wonthaggi Toyota
346 Bass Highway, Wonthaggi
T: 03 5672 1722   LMCT 8179, wonthaggitoyota.com.au

Leongatha Toyota
7-13 Hughes Street, Leongatha
T: 03 5662 2302   LMCT 8179, leongathatoyota.com.au

Inverloch Men’s Shed donates 
garden boost to Kirrak House
KIRRAK House residents 

now have a brighter back-
yard to enjoy after the In-
verloch Men’s Shed donated 
six handmade planter boxes, 
complete with a collection of 
pot plants to help get them 
started.

At 10.30am on Thursday, 
December 11, several mem-
bers of the Inverloch Men’s 
Shed arrived for a handover 
ceremony. The group first 
unloaded the planter boxes, 
before setting them in place 
underneath the residents’ 
windows, chatting with them 
as they inspected the new ad-
ditions. Even Kirrak House’s 
much-loved dog, Max, 
couldn’t resist the excite-
ment, bounding straight over 
to the planters the moment 
they touched the pavement.

The idea for the planter box-
es started close to home for 
Kirrak House. Resident Brian 
Williams was once a found-
ing member of the Inverloch 
Men’s Shed, and his wife, Hel-
en, first suggested the project. 
With her encouragement, the 
men got to work. Vice presi-
dent Matt McDonald said the 
support from Bunnings made 
a huge difference. The timber 
was donated to the shed en-
tirely free of charge, and they 
were noticeably beaming with 
appreciation.

“They give us space when we 
do our sausage sizzles, and 
we have a lot to do with them. 

We have a great relationship 
with Bunnings,” Mr McDonald 
said.

Men’s Shed president Trevor 
Key agreed. 

“When we first put our Men’s 
Shed up, Bunnings donated 
all the plants. We’ve always 
had a great relationship.”

Mr Key said the planter box-
es took around two months 
from start to finish, includ-
ing organisation, gaining the 
materials, and of course,  

building. He spoke at the 
handover ceremony and 
thanked Kirrak House for em-
bracing the project.

“Firstly, on behalf of the 
Shed, I’d like to thank Kirrak 
House for giving us the oppor-
tunity to do this. An integral 
part of the Shed is doing com-
munity work, and we really 
appreciate it. We get a lot of 
support from our community, 
and we love to give it back, not 
only to help with men’s health, 

but also to give back to the 
community in general.”

The Inverloch Men’s Shed is 
always happy to take requests 
from the community, whether 
it’s building or repairing some-
thing. If it’s within their capa-
bilities, they’re always willing 
to lend a hand. If you would 
like more information on what 
the Inverloch Men’s Shed get 
up to, you can visit their web-
site at inverlochmensshed.
com.au.

By Trent Westaway

Trevor Howard, along with Inverloch Men’s Shed members, President Trevor Key, Vice 
President Matt McDonald, Paul Cross and Cam Liddicoat with Kirrak House residents Brian 
Williams and Ida Rammage. W05_5025

Upgrade welcomed 
for Queen Street

QUEEN Street residents in Wonthaggi 
once fearful their deteriorating street 
could be ripped up and turned into a dirt 
road have been offered a welcome lifeline.

Bass Coast Shire Council last week 
voted to approve a road seal upgrade for 
Queen Street between Merrin Crescent 
and Broome Crescent.

Council notified residents and prop-
erty owners earlier this year that it in-
tended to remove the existing asphalted 
dust suppressant seal because it had de-
teriorated to the point it no longer met 
acceptable service standards.

Council had been routinely remov-
ing remaining dust seals in line with its 
management strategy adopted in 2013, 
however after a petition was received 
from property owners council voted to 
postpone the planned asphalt removal 
works.

Council was told that not only will the 
Queen Street upgrade improve road 
safety, accessibility and visual amenity 
for local residents, it will position the 
community to better withstand current 
and future extreme weather events and 
strengthen the community’s resilience 
to climate change impacts.

Giving thanks to the Wonthaggi resi-
dents who had agreed to the works 
Councillor Mat Morgan said in a cost of 
living crisis no-one wanted to be stump-
ing up cash for road upgrades.

“I acknowledge the generosity and 
community spirit of these residents,” he 
said. “Enjoy your new sealed road.”

Peter Carden said it was a victory for 
Queen Street residents.

“We’re very happy, and hoping for 
a start to the re-sealing project by the 
middle of next year,” he said. “Hopefully 
it will be finished by next Christmas.”

The estimated cost of the proposed 
upgrade is $107,031 with Bass Coast 
Shire to provide 63 per cent of the fund-
ing and the balance to be obtained from 
property owners.
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Inquiry calls for more local jobs 
in Bass Strait decommissioning

A PARLIAMENTARY inquiry 
into the decommissioning of oil 
and gas platforms in Bass Strait 
has heard there must be a frame-
work that protects the environ-
ment, supports innovation in 
recycling and delivers economic 
benefits to Gippsland.

Gippsland MP Melina Bath said 
as Victoria retires its offshore in-
frastructure, it was vital to seize 
the opportunity to create local 
jobs through dismantling and po-
tentially recycling components, 
while ensuring the highest envi-
ronmental standards.

“Gippsland has been the back-
bone of Victoria’s energy supply 
for decades. There are real pros-
pects for the Gippsland region in 
the safe decommissioning of as-
sets but also in the establishment 
of new industries,” Ms Bath said.

ExxonMobil Australia told 
the inquiry it was committed to 
safely decommissioning its Bass 
Strait offshore facilities in an en-
vironmentally responsible way. 
Over the last few years ExxonMo-
bil said it had expended nearly 
$3 billion on decommissioning in 
Bass Strait permanently sealing 
more than 200 wells.

Using lessons learned from 
other locations ExxonMobil said 
it had assembled a multidisci-
plinary leadership team with vast 
international experience to en-
sure the Bass Strait decommis-
sioning activities met all require-
ments.

“The process of offshore de-
commissioning presents complex 
challenges.”

ExxonMobil said the aim was 
for more than 95 per cent of the 
mostly steel material from the oil 
and gas structures to be recycled 
or reused. All of the steel will be 
transported to recycling facilities 
by road or sea and ExxonMobil 
said it would actively seek op-
portunities to recycle materials 
locally wherever possible.

The National Offshore Petro-
leum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSE-
MA) told the inquiry it was fully 

committed to ensuring decom-
missioning was carried out in a 
timely, safe, and environmentally 
responsible way.

“Decommissioning is an inevi-
table stage in the lifetime of an 
offshore petroleum project and 
should be planned from the out-
set and matured throughout the 
life of operations, including con-
sideration of late-life asset man-
agement, cessation of produc-
tion, removal of property, plug 
and abandonment of wells, and 
finally title relinquishment.”

“There is no ‘one size fits all’ 
approach to decommissioning,” 
said NOPSEMA.

NOPSEMA warned unremoved 
infrastructure posed significant 
hazards to vessel traffic, particu-
larly trawlers and other fishing 
vessels operating near the sea-
bed.

“While some argue in favour of 
artificial reefs, the commercial 
fishing sector views such propos-
als with caution unless reefs are 
specifically designed and located 
away from fishing grounds,” said 
NOPSEMA.

The Gippsland fishing indus-
try called on regulators includ-
ing NOPSEMA to honour the 
original commitments made to 
the fishing industry when oil 
and gas operations commenced,  

requiring the complete removal 
of offshore petroleum infrastruc-
ture and seabed-level capping of 
all wellheads, strict accountabil-
ity for oil and gas companies to 
fully fund decommissioning and 
compensation, and immediate 
clarification on liability, buffer 
zones, and compensation mecha-
nisms.

According to the South East 
Trawl Fishing Industry Associa-
tion (SETFIA) abandoned pipe-
lines and structures block ac-
cess, make fishing less efficient, 
and significantly increase risk 
and increase operating costs.

“Trawlers can snag on objects 
on the seafloor and with 50 years 
of marine growth on oil and gas 
equipment within petroleum 
safety zones subsea structures 
can pose a real danger to vessels 
and crews.”

SETFIA recommended fishing 
associations should be funded 
to take part in decommissioning 
discussions and a dedicated trust 
established funded by oil and gas 
operators to cover both immedi-
ate and long-term losses to fish-
ers.

“The Victorian Government 
has an opportunity to set clear 
rules by removing infrastruc-
ture wherever possible and pro-
viding ongoing compensation  

for fishers and quota  
owners when this is not possi-
ble,” said SETFIA.

The Victorian Trades Hall 
Council (VTHC) said Victoria’s 
relatively small geographic size, 
skilled workforce and abundance 
of port infrastructure made it an 
ideal location to decommission 
offshore oil and gas platforms 
safely and efficiently.

“Decommissioning could pro-
vide Victorians with thousands 
of jobs in engineering, logistics, 
shipping, environmental moni-
toring and recycling,” said VTHC.

“As some of our oil and gas 
sector nears its end of life, total 
decommissioning presents an 
opportunity to develop a new in-
dustry and boost existing ones, 
such as steel production.

“Rather than see our decom-
missioned infrastructure taken 
overseas, we can dismantle, pro-
cess and recycle the materials lo-
cally, create skilled jobs in ports, 
process and recycling yards, and 
help to boost local economies.”

Trades Hall Council said the 
Victorian Government should 
develop strong oversight of the 
decommissioning process and 
enforce strict standards around 
materials processing, workforce 
development, and environmental 
protection.

“Leaving any section of an off-
shore oil or gas well in-situ is un-
acceptable, and not in line with 
the regulatory standards. Re-
moving and recycling the entire 
structure is good for Victoria’s 
workforce, good for the Victorian 
marine environment and ulti-
mately good for all Victorians,” 
VTHC said.

Trades Hall also called for 
TAFE-based training and licens-
ing for high-risk decommission-
ing work, including crane, rig-
ging, and heavy-lift operations, 
confined-space entry, and haz-
ardous-materials management 
providing vocational pathways, 
bridging programs and retrain-
ing for Victorian maritime and 
energy workers with increased 
participation by women, First Na-
tions people and young workers.

Richard Perry Esso Decommissioning Project Manager at 
Barry Beach Marine Terminal. B27_0825

By Bruce Wardley

CFA warns 
grassfires 

outpace runners
THE Country Fire Authority is 

urging residents to stay vigilant 
this fire season as grassfires can 
move faster than people can run.

CFA Chief Officer Jason Heffer-
nan said Christmas festivities and 
family holidays could distract Vic-
torians from the heightened fire 
danger that comes with summer.

Firefighters are reminding holi-
day-goers to remain conscious of 
the hot and dry weather conditions 
to keep their families safe.

Mr Heffernan said people needed 
to be prepared before heading off 
on holiday.

“You may be travelling to an un-
familiar area and it’s important to 
understand the fire risk of your 
holiday location,” Mr Heffernan 
said.

“Now is not the time to become 
complacent.

“Grassfires can move at speeds 
of more than 25 kilometres per 
hour, faster than you can run, and 
they can jump highways in the 
right conditions.

“We have already seen some large 
grassfires this season, Victorians 
must stay vigilant, have a fire plan 
in place and be ready to act.”

The fire season has already be-
gun with large grass and bushfires 
breaking out in the state’s north-
west and north-east.

With many holiday regions sur-
rounded by open grasslands and 
the Bureau of Meteorology’s out-
look predicting a hotter and drier 
summer than usual, the risk of 
significant fires is a real concern 
towards the end of December and 
beginning of the new year.

Mr Heffernan said bushfires and 
rural grassfires did impact built-
up areas.

“It really is everyone’s responsi-
bility to be fire ready,” he said.

“Recent growth across pastures, 
woodlands and roadside reserves 
has created unbroken stretches of 
dried grass along many roadsides, 
increasing the chance of roadside 
fires.”

Victorians should take responsi-
bility for their own safety by moni-
toring Extreme and Catastrophic 
Fire Danger Rating days and re-
consider travelling into bushfire-
prone areas on days when fire rat-
ings are high.

“It is also important not to drive 
if you can see smoke or fire,” Mr 
Heffernan said.

“Thick smoke will make it hard 
to see and make accidents more 
likely.”

The VicEmergency app is vital in 
staying safe while travelling.

Victorians are urged to download 
the app and set up watch zones for 
the locations they plan to visit.

Mr Heffernan said visitors should 
learn about the area they are trav-
elling to and monitor the Fire Dan-
ger Ratings every day throughout 
summer.

For all travel safety tips visit cfa.
vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/before-
and-during-a-fire/leave-early/stay-
ing-safe-when-you-travel

CFA Chief Officer Jason 
Heffernan is urging Victorians 
to prepare before heading off 
on holiday.

UNSEASONABLY wild weather 
continues to play havoc with the 
December 19 deadline for the re-
placement and repair of geotextile 
sandbags at the Inverloch SLSC.

“It’s an utter disaster,” said 
former Liberal leader and Wont-
haggi mayor Alan Brown, speak-
ing as a member of the Inverloch 
Foreshore Action Group.

Inverloch SLSC president 
Glenn Arnold said contractors 
will continue to work as planned 
until December 19, after which 
the earthmoving equipment will 
be removed to restore access to 
the surf beach.

“They will be back on January 
27 after Australia Day to finish 
the works,” Mr Arnold said.

“It’s slow progress, and it’s not 
pretty,” Mr Arnold admitted.

“Contractors only have a small 
window to work with in-between 
tide changes.

“At the end of the program it 
will look terrific.”

Work to date has been confined 
to the western end of the sand-
bags which Mr Arnold said was 
a priority to allow access to the 
ramp to the surf beach for visi-
tors and the club.

The eastern side remains  

vulnerable he said, but Bass 
Coast Shire had been quite dili-
gent by keeping an eye on it and 
replacing the sand when neces-
sary.

The new committee of the Inver-
loch Tourist Association predict-
ed an unprecedented number of 
tourists to Inverloch this summer.

“It could be our busiest Christ-
mas and New Year ever,” said In-
verloch Tourist Association presi-
dent Glenn Morris.

Visiting the Inverloch surf beach 
in her first week as Liberal lead-
er, Jess Wilson said months had 
been lost in addressing the beach 
erosion problem at Inverloch.

“A permanent solution is need-
ed,” Ms Wilson said.

Visiting the surf beach on Satur-
day with his grandsons Thomas 
and Liam, local resident Stephen 
said it was unlikely the sandbags 
would be finished by Christmas.

“I hope they do,” he said.
“There is still a lot of work to be 

done. We live in hope.”
Bass Coast Shire Council was 

contacted for comment but failed 
to respond by the time of publi-
cation.

Disaster looming as wild weather slows sandbag repairs
By Bruce Wardley

Thomas and Liam with grandfather Stephen are losing hope 
the sandbag replacement works at Inverloch surf beach will be 
completed by the end of this week. B94_5025
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DECEMBER AUTOMOTIVE GUIDE
Public transport is 

a social investment, 
they say 

Farewell to South Gippsland 
Motors after nearly nine decades

78 Watt Street,
WONTHAGGI
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Inverloch Road, Wonthaggi 
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MEMBER for Bass Jordan Crug-
nale said public transport is one of the 
highest priorities for people of all ages 
across the Bass electorate, yet despite 
making public transport free for more 
than one million young Victorians from 
January 1, there is no promise for 
accessibility in Bass Coast or South 
Gippsland. 

Announced as part of the  Victorian 
Budget 2025/26  to deliver free public 
transport to children, and available 
for purchase on the Transport Victoria 
website, the Youth myki ensures all pas-
sengers aged under 18 can travel for 
free across the network from the start of 
next year. However, its limited access is 
the downfall for those living regionally. 

“I will continue to advocate strongly 
for service uplift, timetable tweaks to 
better suit how we move around the 
area and region more broadly,” said Ms 
Crugnale. 

“Some examples that I have been 
working on are meeting with relevant 
Ministers and putting up for budget 
consideration each year, include our 
very popular Cowes Inverloch V/Line 
service, our PT buses Cowes – Wont-
haggi, Wonthaggi – Traralgon,” she said. 

“Our transport system must reflect 
the way our communities move with 
better connections, more services and 
timetable adjustments that make daily 
life easier to get to work, recreational 
activities, study and cultural perfor-
mances. Public Transport is a social 
investment.

“We have already seen encouraging 
progress this year with additional ser-
vices and extra buses for San Remo 
students, as well as continued support 
for South Gippsland Bass Coast LEN 
to help young people reach their TAFE 
studies.

“I also want to thank everyone who 
took part in the recent V/Line Bus Con-
sultation. Although this consultation 
focused on the Yarram and Leongatha 
line, it was also a valuable chance for 
Bass Coast residents and visitors who 
use the Cowes and Inverloch services 
to share their experiences and aspira-
tions. Together, we are helping build a 
transport network that truly supports 
our future needs.”

The Youth myki will be available to 
purchase at staffed stations from Sat-
urday, December 27. On booked V/Line 
services, the Youth myki card number 
can be used to access free travel. On 
non-myki regional buses, children can 
use Youth myki as a flash pass.

From January 1, seniors, carers and 
disability support pensioners will also 
be able to catch a train, tram or bus 
for free on weekends. Passengers must 
carry their proof of concession and 
continue to tap on and off as usual, but 
they won’t be charged on weekends.

Plus families have access to free 
public transport across Victoria every 
weekend until February 1, 2026. 

THE lights will go out at 
South Gippsland Motors for 
the final time on Friday, De-
cember 19, bringing an end 
to a business that has been 
part of Wonthaggi for as long 
as most locals have been 
alive.

The building has sat on 
the corner of Graham Street 
since 1939 and in that time, 
it has simply become a Won-
thaggi icon, welcoming visi-
tors straight off the Bass 
Highway.

Sam Huther bought the 
business just before World 
War II and slowly added to it 
over the years. Geoff Huther 
said the family built much 
of it themselves, bit by bit. 
There is a sense of history 
in the walls, and the build-
ing has not moved from Gra-
ham Street.

South Gippsland Motors 
has experienced a few differ-
ent eras. It was a Ford deal-
er for more than sixty years, 
then later worked as a sub 
dealer until 2018. New and 
used cars were sold out the 
front, while panel beating, 
spray painting and repairs 
happened out the back.

Geoff, Paul and Anthony 
Huther jointly own the build-
ing, while Paul continues to 
run the business.

When asked why the doors 
are closing now, Geoff said 
it came down to the building 
becoming tired and the fam-
ily slowly stepping back.

“The building is pretty 
run down now. We have all 
got out of the business and 
Paul’s boys do not want to 
run it. It just feels like the 
right time,” he said.

Geoff has been retired for 
three years, so the decision 

has settled with him. Paul, 
who still works day to day, 
said the whole thing feels a 
bit heavier.

“It’s a bit sad to shut it 
down. But you can’t keep go-
ing forever. You need a holi-
day at some point,” he said 
with a chuckle.

Both men were clear on 
what kept the place going for 
so long. Geoff said the com-
munity trusted them and 
that mattered.

“Good work ethic and hon-
est workers. People got to 
know you and they trusted 
you. That’s really it,” he said.

The business supported 
the Wonthaggi Football Club 
for years. Originally the 
Blues and then the Power, 
after the Wonthaggi Rovers 
merged with the Blues at the 

end of 2004.
Things in the workshop 

have changed a lot though. 
Paul said the modern cars 
have become harder to diag-
nose because of the amount 
of electronics inside them.

“At the end of the day it 
is still a car, but the new 
ones are harder to work on. 
There has been a lot of safe-
ty improvements though,” 
he said.

With the days now counting 
down, the men hope people 
remember South Gippsland 
Motors for being a place 
where you could walk in and 
feel comfortable.

“You could come in, get 
your car fixed, have a good 
yack. It was friendly. People 
could come up the back and 
talk to the managers. We 

always tried to do the right 
thing,” Geoff said.

The building is currently 
up for sale. Once it is sold, 
the future of the site will 
be someone else’s decision. 
The business itself will not 
continue.

Before they close their 
doors for the last time, Paul 
and Geoff wanted to say 
something to the community.

“We would like to thank all 
the customers over the years. 
They have been fantastic. 
The community has really 
supported us,” they said.

Eighty-seven years is a 
long time for any busi-
ness to last. When South 
Gippsland Motors finally 
closes its doors, this will 
end a remarkable chapter of    
Wonthaggi’s history.

Chad, Todd, Paul, Geoff and Laurie Huther wish to thank the community for decades of 
support. W01_5025

By Trent Westaway

THE Nationals Member 
for Gippsland South, Dan-
ny O’Brien, says the South 
Gippsland Highway is being 
kept on life support with con-
stant patch-ups instead of re-
ceiving the proper investment 
it clearly needs.

Mr O’Brien was comment-
ing after the Minister for 
Roads advised that 169 sepa-
rate maintenance tasks have 
been carried out on the Leon-
gatha–Korumburra section of 

the South Gippsland Highway 
since July.

“The Minister’s response 
highlights the wastefulness of 
repeatedly fixing the same road 
with short-term, temporary 
measures,” Mr O’Brien said.

“In just five months, crews 
have been called out 169 times 
on one, 15 kilometre section of 
the highway.

“That is not proper mainte-
nance; it is evidence that the 
road was never repaired or 

funded correctly in the first 
place.”

Mr O’Brien said the govern-
ment has advised that works 
will be undertaken this sum-
mer at Stony Creek and 
through the Korumburra town 
centre, with a small amount of 
resealing also proposed.

“Not enough resealing and 
rehabilitation has been under-
taken on our roads.

“This could all be avoided if 
the state government invested 

properly in long-term repairs 
from the start.”

Mr O’Brien, who is also the 
Shadow Minister for Roads and 
Road Safety, said figures from 
the independent Parliamentary 
Budget Office show Victoria is 
spending $1500 less per kilo-
metre on road maintenance 
than the national average.

“The South Gippsland High-
way is vital for our community, 
and we deserve a road that is 
built to last.”

Call for long-term road repairs on the South Gippsland Highway
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Wonthaggi Toyota
346 Bass Highway,
Wonthaggi VIC 3995
T (03) 5672 1722
LMCT 8179
wonthaggitoyota.com.au

Leongatha Toyota
7-13 Hughes Street,
Leongatha VIC 3953
T (03) 5662 2302
LMCT 8179
leongathatoyota.com.au

Wonthaggi Toyota Wonthaggi Toyota 

Leongatha Toyota Leongatha Toyota 

JA
23

69
0

PRE-CHRISTMAS SPECIALS…OVER 75 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM

* Disclaimer: If the price does not contain the notation that it is “Driveaway*”, the price may not include additional costs, such as stamp duty and other government charges.

FINANCE AVAILABLE INSTORE. ASK ABOUT AN EXTENDED WARRANTY.

29,990
Aussie icon, 133,180kms, 6 speed 
sports auto ute  SN: W102314          

DRIVE 
AWAY

2016 Holden SV6 VF Series II 

13,490
Low kms, 66,661kms,  
6 speed auto hatch SN: W102220

2018 Holden Barina LS TM 

2022 Toyota  
Landcruiser Prado GXL 

54,990
Capable off road,  174,753kms, 6 speed 
CVT auto 4x4 SUV  SN: L101444 

DRIVE 
AWAY

2021 Ford Ranger XLT PX MK III 

41,990
Work or adventure, 95,418kms, 10 spd 
CVT auto 4x4 double cab L101466

DRIVE 
AWAY

13,990
Clean as a whistle, 83,822kms, 6 speed 
auto SUV  SN: W102241

DRIVE 
AWAY

2016  Holden Trax LS TJ 

2023 Toyota 
Landcruiser Workmate 

97,990
Tough workhorse, 5.667kms, 5 speed 
CVT manual 4x4 double cab SN: L101411

DRIVE 
AWAY

11,111
Price Drop, 155,705kms, 4 speed auto 
hatch, ABS, airbags. SN: W102156

DRIVE 
AWAY

2013 Suzuki Swift 

2022 Mitsubishi Triton GLX+ MR 

38,990 
King Cab, 68,616kms, 6 speed CVT 
auto 4x4 ute SN: L101401

DRIVE 
AWAY 70,990

Exceptional quality, 105,242kms, 6 
speed CVT auto 4x4 SUV SN: L101440

DRIVE 
AWAY

2024 Ford Ranger Raptor 2020 Toyota Landcruiser GXL 

81,990 82,990
Feel the roar, 37,230kms, 10 speed  
CVT auto 4x4 double cab SN: L101458 

Rugged workhorse, 138,833kms, 5 spd 
CVT manual 4x4 cab chassis SN: L101453

DRIVE 
AWAY

DRIVE 
AWAY

2024 Ford Mustang GT FO  

80,990
State of the art, 2,632kms, 10 speed 
CVT auto coupe  DRA 793

DRIVE 
AWAY

2021 Toyota Prado Kakadu 

4 X 44 X 4
OF THE OF THE 
WEEKWEEK

15,990
Well-equipped, 110,000kms, 6 speed 
sports auto hatch SN: W102266

DRIVE 
AWAY

2017 Kia Cerato S 

16,990
Quiet & Comfy, 165,345kms, 6 speed 
sports auto SUV SN: W102282

DRIVE 
AWAY

2015 Mazda 
CX-5 Maxx KE Series 2 

34,990
Sporty design, 74,401kms, 7 speed 
sports auto 4WD SUV SN: W102288

DRIVE 
AWAY

2022 GWM Haval H6GT Ultra 

17,990
Reliable Small Car, 98,505kms,  
4 speed hatch SUV SN: W102247           

DRIVE 
AWAY

2015 Toyota Yaris Ascent 

CAR OFCAR OF
THE THE 

WEEKWEEK
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GIPPSLAND Southern 
Health Service (GSHS) is 
well-positioned for its next 
chapter after a year of ser-
vice growth and developing 
stronger connections with 
the local community.

Speaking at last Thurs-
day’s AGM, chair Athina 
Georgiou and CEO Lou 
Sparkes said GSHS was 
preparing for its transition 
into the Bayside Health 
merger in January 2026 
with clarity, cohesion, and 
a deep sense of purpose. 

“Our identity, values and 
culture remain strong, and 
are recognised as assets 
in this next phase of state-
wide reform,” they said.

Ms Georgiou and Ms 
Sparkes said the decision 
to undertake the voluntary 
merger into Bayside Health 
was proactive, strategic and 
carefully considered by the 
Board of Directors. 

“It reflects our commit-
ment to both the health 
service and the South 
Gippsland community to 
ensure that they have ac-
cess to strong health ser-
vices into the future,” they 
said. 

“This is an exciting time, 
as together with the other 
four health services (Alfred 
Health, Peninsula Health, 
Kooweerup Regional Health 
Service and Bass Coast 
Health) our Board and ex-
ecutive team are working 
on a design that will make 
all our communities health-
ier.”

They described 2024–25 
as a dynamic year of sector 
change and challenges re-
quiring significant leader-
ship and decision-making.

“A large amount of work 
focused on how to ensure 
the very best for our com-
munity to continue to grow 
and thrive into the future,” 
they said. 

“At the same time, GSHS’s 
clinical teams continued to 
deliver care that was not 
only high quality, but en-
sured a good health expe-
rience for consumers and 
their carers.”

During the year, GSHS 
achieved full compliance 
with the National Safety 
and Quality Health Service 
Standards, National Dis-
ability Insurance Scheme 
(NDIS), aged care, and 
food safety standards, re-
flecting the health service’s 
strong culture of safety and  
continuous improvement. 

There was also more de-
mand for services, with 
the Urgent Care Centre  

recording a 57.3 per cent 
year-on-year increase in 
presentations, more than 
5000 for the year. Notably, 
88 per cent of ambulance 
arrivals were transferred 
within 40 minutes – making 
GSHS one of the highest-
performing services in the 
region on this benchmark.  

Cardiac, cancer, and ma-
ternity services were rede-
signed to support delivery 
closer to home, including 
telehealth-integrated survi-
vorship care. This included 
establishing a dedicated 
midwifery unit manager, 
transitioning breast screen-
ing appointments in part-
nership with BreastScreen 
Victoria from a monthly 
mobile service to in-hos-
pital access for more than 
20 women each week, and 
expanding the innovative 
Cancer Survivorship Pro-
gram. 

GSHS also connected 
with the community, not 
only through media and 
social media but by tak-
ing care out of the build-
ings and into community 
life through local education 
sessions.

“Improvements in clini-
cal indicators such as re-
admission rates and infec-
tion control benchmarks 
confirmed that our ongo-
ing commitment to quality 
translates to improving out-
comes,” Ms Georgiou and 
Ms Sparkes said.

GSHS recorded an oper-
ating deficit of $2.8 million 
for 2024–25 from expendi-
ture of $67.4 million, a re-
sult driven by a conscious 
decision of the Board and 
executive management to 
continue supporting and 
providing services to the 
community at levels above 
the NWAU activity targets. 

“While this approach 
placed additional pressure 
on staffing and consumable 
costs, it ensured commu-
nity needs were met,” they 
said.

Clinical teams consistent-
ly upheld high standards 
across acute, subacute and 
aged care services, achiev-
ing 96 per cent positive 
patient experience results, 
and maintaining falls and 
pressure injury rates below 
national targets. 

Workforce sustainability 
was strengthened through-
out the year with a signifi-
cant reduction in agency 
and locum staff. There was 
also an uplift in staff and 
consumer experience sur-
vey results.

Gippsland Southern Health Service chair Athina 
Georgiou and CEO Lou Sparkes addressed last 
Thursday’s AGM, outlining the health service’s year of 
growth and preparations for the Bayside Health merger 
in 2026.

GSHS well set for its next chapter Director of Community Care for South Gippsland Hospital Samantha Park, Member for Gippsland South 
Danny O’Brien, hospital chief executive Paul Greenhalgh and Aboriginal Liaison Officer Kane Horvath 
with Andrew Noble’s Bunjil the wedge-tailed eagle. A46_5025

Cultural celebration at 
South Gippsland Hospital

By Andrew Paloczi

TIMBER from a pin oak tree outside Fos-
ter’s South Gippsland Hospital was put to 
good use in furthering efforts to promote 
awareness of Indigenous culture, the results 
celebrated through a ceremony on the site 
last Wednesday.

The tree was deemed unsafe after drop-
ping branches, meaning all but the bottom 
section of its trunk had to be removed.

Wednesday’s event served a dual purpose, 
acknowledging the completion of four totem 
poles, each painted by students from a dif-
ferent local school, as well as a spectacular 
sculpture of Bunjil the wedge-tailed eagle by 
Leongatha-based chainsaw artist Andrew 
Noble.

While timber from the tree was repur-
posed into totem poles through the generos-
ity of Amber Creek Sawmill operator Dan 
Bright, the initial idea of Mr Noble carving 
his eagle into the remaining tree trunk at 
the hospital proved impractical due to the 
trunk’s condition.

However, in a creative twist, the trunk was 
featured as the base for the eagle’s nest.

The hospital’s Aboriginal Liaison Officer 
Kane Horvath was instrumental in the proj-
ect, expressing delight in the enthusiastic 
involvement of participants from Foster, 
Fish Creek and Toora Primary Schools and 
Foster Secondary College.

He enjoyed working with the children, a 
number of whom have some Indigenous 
heritage.

South Gippsland Hospital chief execu-
tive Paul Greenhalgh is thrilled to have Mr 
Horvath on the staff, helping celebrate First 
Nations culture and broaden awareness of 
what it entails, describing the latest initia-
tive as “a good news story”.

Mr Horvath acknowledged the assis-
tance of Amber Creek Sawmill and South 
Gippsland Shire Council, along with every-
one who has helped with the project, elabo-
rating on the role Mr Bright played.

“He donated a lot of his time to mill these 
fallen branches, and he allowed us to go and 
use the sawmill to dress the timber, plane 
and sand it,” Mr Horvath said, the timber 
needing to be prepared appropriately before 
painting.

The hospital’s Director of Community 
Care, Samantha Park, explained that the 
four Aboriginal-inspired totem poles carry 
lots of stories and symbolise shared effort 
and community partnership as well as illus-
trating deep respect for the land on which 
they stand and the local community.

Mr Horvath spoke of the significance of 
the area in which the totem poles and Bunjil 
are located, seeing it as an ideal place for lo-
cal schools to experience cultural days and 
activities, with other community members 
also welcome.

Wednesday’s attendees heard from stu-
dents and staff of the schools involved in 
the totem pole project about the symbolism 
entailed.

Callum Jorgensen, Lola and Fletcher Storr and Kaylee Walsh 
of Foster Primary School with the totem pole they worked on. 
A41_5025

Foster Secondary College students Dylan Ward, Abbey Lees 
and Jahkoa Morton with the school’s Marrung Lead Tika Hicken. 
A43_5025

Fish Creek Primary School students Maddesyn, Frankie, Brylie 
and Jarrah with principal Dale Banks beside the school’s totem 
pole. A45_5025
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SHOP LOCALLast minute gifts
Christmas 

wishes
AS WE approach the festive 

season and the end of another 
year, I want to express my heart-
felt thanks for the role you play 
in making our region such a 
wonderful place to live, work 
and visit.

Our towns are busy with sea-
sonal cheer, and it’s fantastic 
to see local small businesses 
bustling with activity as people 
shop, dine and socialise.

Christmas is a special time for 
many of us to reconnect with 
family, friends and neighbours, 
sharing in the spirit of commu-
nity.

Despite ongoing cost-of-living 
pressures, the generosity across 
our region has been nothing 
short of inspiring. 

Donations of toys, clothing 
and food hampers have brought 
hope and relief to those doing 
it tough. To everyone who has 
contributed – thank you for 
your kindness and compassion.

I’m optimistic about our re-
gion’s future and the individu-
als and families who make our 
communities so strong. 

This year marks my tenth year 
serving in State Parliament – an 
honour I never take for granted. 

I will continue to stand up for 
eastern Victoria, ensuring our 
voices are heard and striving to 
deliver the support and invest-
ment our region needs to thrive.

As holidaymakers head to 
our beautiful coastal towns or 
explore our landscapes, please 
take care on the roads. Drive to 
the conditions, be patient and 
stay safe.

Whichever way you choose to 
celebrate the holiday period, I 
hope it is filled with laughter, 
love and cherished moments 
with those who matter most. 

Wishing you a healthy, happy 
and wonderful start to 2026.

Melina Bath, Member for 
Eastern Victoria

EOFY SALEEOFY SALE

S T A R T S  J U N E  1 S T  E N D S  J U N E  3 0 T H   

U P  T O  5 0 %  O F F   

10% OFF ALL WEBER BBQ'S!10% OFF ALL WEBER BBQ'S!

21 Murray Street Wonthaggi ( Opposite Woolworths) 
03 5672 3397

             

@ homecookbbq

Conditions Apply  

PLUS SAVINGS ACROSS THE STORE! 21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi  •  P: 5672 3397 

SAVINGS STOREWIDE, EVERYTHING MUST GO!

RETIREMENT SALE
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Thank you to everyone who supported our small local business over the years. 
We truly appreciate your loyalty and support. 

As we close our doors and move into retirement, we are grateful for the years spent serving our customers.
Thank you for shopping local and for being part of our story. 

-- Kanen and Leanne Dicker

HOME COOK & BBQ ARE CLOSING THE DOORS

Sally lines up for a couple of barbecue 
sausages at the Grantville carols on Sunday 
night from Nyree of the Grantville Kernot 
CFA.

Members of the Connect Christian Church Bass Coast Band Pete, Fiona, Michelle, 
Steve, Tony and Marc soon had the crowd singing along at the Grantville carols 
on Sunday night. 

Grantville carols survives a 
windy start for a tuneful finish

SETTING up for the an-
nual carols night in the 
gale-force wind was quite 
a challenge, but the re-
sourceful members of the 
Grantville Business and 
Community Association 
and the Grantville Kernot 
CFA have overcome big-
ger odds.

In the end the wind 
moderated, the sky 
cleared, the jumping cas-
tle stayed tethered to the 
ground and with a bit of 
face painting, an animal 
farm for the little ones, 
Father Christmas and 
plenty of food, it was on 
with the show.

The members of the 
Connect Christian 
Church Bass Coast Band 
led the carols and with 
several guest singers 
coming up, it made for a 
fun community celebra-
tion which now clears 
the decks for a happy, re-
laxed festive season.

The Grantville Com-
munity Christmas Carols 
is a free, family-focused 
event designed to bring 
the local community to-
gether for an enjoyable 
and memorable evening 
and it certainly did that.

Well done to all in-
volved.

Young Lilly enjoys patting the animals at the 
Grantville carols on Sunday night. 

Grantville Kernot CFA Brigade Captain Jason 
Duck and Lieutenant Michelle Venten lend a hand 
at the Grantville carols night. 

Providing the manpower for the parking, 
barbecue and other duties at the business 
association carols night at Grantville on Sunday 
night were Helen, Michelle, Joan, Deb, Ash, 
Russell and Grantville Kernot CFA Captain Jason 
Duck.

Entertaining the crowd at the Grantville carols 
were Maddy, Aerin, Mariska, Shayla and Chelsea 
all dance group friends.
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Your local, permanent and independent Hearing 

Clinic in, around and about the Bass Coast.

FREE HEARING

CHECKS

*Adults only

Device trials available

For bookings, please phone: 

5672 5598

Visiting Inverloch, Cowes and Frankston

Open: Monday to Friday 9.30am - 4.30pm

Shop 5, Plaza Walk Arcade,

23 Murray Street, Wonthaggi

(opposite the new Bass Coast Library)

ABOUT US:

�

�

Established over 9 years ago

�

�

Independent, local and not aligned to any manufacturer so you can be 

assured of the best advice and a complete choice of devices with the latest 

hearing technology and comprehensive service

�

�

Our clinicians are not paid a commission or incentive on sales

�

�

Accredited to provide the Australian Government Hearing Services Program

�

�

Braden and Angela are WorkSafe accredited

�

�

Free assessments for eligible DVA and Pension card holders*

*Conditions apply to clients under the Commonwealth Hearing Services Program

S
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Open: Monday to Friday 9.30am - 4.30pm 
Closing at 12noon Wednesday, Dec. 24, re-opening Monday, Jan. 5, 2026

Shop 5, Plaza Walk Arcade, 23 Murray Street, Wonthaggi
(opposite the new Bass Coast Library)

For bookings, please phone 5672 5598

• Opened in Wonthaggi 2007
• Independent, local and not aligned to any 
manufacturer so you can be assured of 
the best advice and a complete choice of 
devices with the latest hearing technology 
and comprehensive service
•  Our clinicians are not paid a  

commission or incentive on sales
•  Accredited to provide the Australian  

Government Hearing Services Program
•  Free assessments for eligible 

DVA and Pension card holders*
*  Conditions apply to clients under the 

Commonwealth Hearing Services Program

ABOUT US:

Don’t 
forget your 
batteries!

We wish all 
our wonderful 
clients a safe 
and festive 

season

YOUR LOCAL, 
 PERMANENT AND 

INDEPENDENT  
HEARING CLINIC IN, 

AROUND AND  
ABOUT THE  
BASS COAST.
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Plaza Arcade, 140 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

SUMMER CLOTHING
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm  |  Saturday 9am-1pm

WONTHAGGI

143 Graham Street, Wonthaggi   
5672 1622

H
M

13204-V3

Open Sunday 
10am – 2pm

9 DAYS 
until

Christmas

SHOP LOCALLast minute gifts

Locals Harlow and Jamie-Lee Harris look forward 
to a great evening at Leongatha Community Carols. 
A25_5025

Aria, Kai and Isabelle Payne get into the Christmas 
spirit, also celebrating Kai’s birthday. A26_5025

Maddie and Ali Wightman settle in for their first 
Leongatha Community Carols after moving from 
Queensland. A27_5025

Amy, Elvis and Barry Radic of Cranbourne dress the 
part for the Leongatha carols. A28_5025

Indy and Renee McLaren are ready for their 
hometown carols in Leongatha. A30_5025

Leongatha’s Aidan and Ivy O’Rafferty enjoy the 
family atmosphere at Friday’s carols. A29_5025
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OUR SUMMER TRADING HOURS

CLOSED December 24 – December 28 
OPEN Monday, December 29 & Tuesday, December 30, 6am – 5pm

Wednesday, December 31, 6am – 3pm
CLOSED Thursday, January 1

Pick up your Christmas orders and shop sales on
Tuesday, December 23, 6am – 4pm

150 Graham Street, Wonthaggi
Phone 5672 1181 H

M
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MERRY CHRISTMAS & A HAPPY NEW YEAR
From the team at Mitchell & Co

M
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0408 384 919   |   15 Billson Street Wonthaggi    |            saltwater-soul@outlook.com

9-5pm Monday-Friday
9-1pm Saturday 

Open Sunday, 
December 14 & 21 

10-1pm

Wonthaggi’s home of Surf & Street Wear.
Bringing the best brands to the coast. Check out our summer range

Hours: M - F 9:30am - 4:30pm. Sat 9:30am - 1pm | Ph: 03 5664 4375
www.charandcofootwear.com | 26 Bair Street, Leongatha
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NEW Swimwear & Sleepwear for Summer

23 Bair Street, Leongatha • 5662 2454 • www.shanslingerie.com

M
E0

77
1shans lingerie

lingerie  .  swimwear  .  sleepwear 

www.shanslingerie.com

shans lingerie
lingerie  .  swimwear  .  sleepwear 

www.shanslingerie.com

SHOP ONLINE OR  
IN STORE TODAY

SHOP LOCALLast minute gifts

Locals Kirsty, Elena and Annabelle enjoy the 
Leongatha carols. A35_5025

Ghislaine and Tia Tali of Leongatha are ready for a 
night of carol singing. A38_5025

Riley and Alex Sommers enjoy the Leongatha carols. 
A40_5025 

‘Care Love Dance’ performers Mayah and Summer 
Cardy, Ada Houston and Ailee Kilsby relax before 
taking the stage at the Leongatha carols. A32_5025

Alice and Stuart McDonald at Friday’s Leongatha 
carols. A31_5025

Leah and Callum Jorgensen and Kane Horvath settle 
in for Friday’s Leongatha carols. A34_5025
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Not Sure What To Get  Get 
Why Not Get A Gift CardCard

13 Endeavour St 38 Yarragon Rd

• Bearings  • Power Transmission  • Fasteners  • Industrial Supplies
     WARRAGUL

13 Endeavour Street - Phone: 03 5623 4444
LEONGATHA

38 Yarragon Road - Phone: 03 5662 3100
BAIRNSDALE

521-523 Main Street - Phone: 03 5153 1275

KP1010

KP1012

Heavy Duty Wall Fan
500mm 3 Speed

Industrial Wall Fan
750mm 3 Speed

SALE PRICE

$229

SALE PRICE

$189

Heavy Duty 
Pedestal Fan 

500mm
3 Speed

SALE PRICE

$199 Heavy Duty 
Pedestal Fan 

750mm
3 Speed

KP1005

KP1006

SALE PRICE

$229
SALE PRICE

$48

Coupling Lock 
suits 50mm ball 
inc Lock & Keys

R1103

SALE PRICE

$13

HSH574

Straw Sun Hat

1.5" Firefighting Pump

MH15-SHP

Engine : Honda GX160
Starting System : Recoil
Fuel Tank Capacity : 3.1 L
Suction Size : 1.5”
Discharge Size :                                                 
2 x 1” & 1 x 1.5”
Max. Head : 74.5m
Max. Flow Rate : 390 L/min
Fuel Type : Unleaded Petrol
Dry Weight : 24 kg
Self Priming : Yes

SALE PRICE

$1100

MF9ABE

9.0kg ABE Portable 
Fire Extinguisher

SALE PRICE

$1053pc Fishing Knife Set                      
Filleting/Boat/Bait

ARX-WFFN3 SALE PRICE

$45

ACE INDUSTRIAL ARE YOURACE INDUSTRIAL ARE YOUR
BIGGEST FANS THIS CHRISTMASBIGGEST FANS THIS CHRISTMAS

SHOP LOCALLast minute gifts
Leongatha Carols a family celebration

By Andrew Paloczi

A MILD evening set the scene for local 
families to get into the Christmas spirit 
at Friday’s Leongatha Community Car-
ols at the town’s Recreation Reserve.

Local schools, kinders and church 
groups featured prominently in the 
entertainment, along with the South 
Gippsland Brass Band and the South 
Gippsland Singers.

Performances were mixed, featuring a 
variety of dancing, Christmas carols and 
songs, and other musical numbers.

Just prior to the fireworks that con-
cluded the night, a stirring block of car-
ols was performed, with Leisel Burrow’s 
singing of ‘Mary’s Boy Child’ and ‘The 
First Noel’ a highlight.

Meg Doherty’s ‘O Holy Night’, Kerryn 
Lockhart’s version of ‘Angels We Have 
Heard on High’ and Ashley Geary per-
forming ‘Joy to the World’ also stood 
out.

All too soon, it was all over for another 
year, attendees having enjoyed a relaxing 
time with family and friends, chatting, 
eating and singing, and in the case of 
youngsters running, dancing and waving 
glowing objects.

Happily, one group adhered to carols 
tradition, bringing candles.

After repeated warnings from the 
event’s MC that children weren’t allowed 
on the velodrome oval, the message 
eventually got through, with children 
out of the way in time for the fireworks 
display.

Harleigh and Matilda Browne, Willow, Levi and Bailee Fitzgerald and Clare Williams with ‘Cousin Koala’ of The Salvation 
Army. A19_5025



SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES   |   TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2025   |   29    

M
E0

77
0-

V3

22 Mc Cartin Street Leongatha  |  5662 3227

Warhammer and Citadel supplies in stock now 
at Leongatha Photographics and Electronics

ME0774-V3

W O M E N ’ S 
C L O T H I N G ,  S H O E S 
A N D  A C C E S S O R I E S
2 1  M C  C A RT I N  S T R E E T,  L E O N G AT H A 

M O N DAY  –  F R I DAY 
9 A M  T H R O U G H  T I L L  5 . 3 0 P M

S AT U R DAY  9 A M  T I L L  1 P M .

0 4 4 7  7 1 4  2 1 6
www.jorgiakate.com.au 

Check our website/socials for extended 
trading hours over Christmas break
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48 BAIR STREET, LEONGATHA     quirkydistillingco@gmail.com  

BECAUSE WE 
LOVE VINTAGE 
VINYL, DISCO, 
RETRO AND  

HAND-CRAFTED 
COCKTAILS.

OPENING HOURS: Thursday 12pm - 10pm
Friday & Saturday 12pm - 11pm | Sunday 12pm - 4pm

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE  |  NOW ALSO OPEN FOR LUNCH

SHOP LOCALLast minute gifts

Kerryn Lockhart entertains the crowd at the Leongatha Community Carols. A22_5025 Ashley Geary performs Joy to the World. A24_5025

Peter McAlpine and Jim Pickersgill take it easy at 
the Leongatha carols. A37_5025

Leisel Burrow performs at the Leongatha carols. 
A20_5025 Gus Hemming sings ‘Run Rudolph Run’. A21_5025
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CHRISTMASMERRY
All staff at Elders Korumburra & Leongatha wish all clients a

 

and a safe and happy 2026!

PH: 5658 1894

LEONGATHA 
H: 5662 3523

E: leongatha@elders.com.au 

 Katrina Griggs: 0428 571 083
Ben Townsend: 0400 594 487
Sharon Turton: 0447 604 796

Natalie Res: 0439 383 091

Leongatha: 5667 1300

Rohan McRae: 0417 836 664

E: korumburra@elders.com.au 

LIVESTOCK 
Michael Foote: 0427 162 370

Damien Minogue: 0427 507 369
Alex Dixon: 0409 581 935 
Jason Fry: 0407 295 909

Hayden Hanratty: 0429 181 672
Joshua Chiavaroli: 0407 029 255

Dean Foat: 0488 732 181
Clare Gordon: 0448 678 644
Don Bowman: 0429 801 138 

Ross McRobert: 0418 838 454 
Lachie Bowman: 0408 871 388

Debra Wightman
Jamie Hutchison
Mark Hutchison 

Katie McNee
Jenna Jenkin

Hayley Verboon

Nicki Renden     Melissa Fowles
Tracey Gollop     Helen Arestia

Heidi Greenwood

KORUMBURRA

REAL ESTATE

BRANCH MANAGER

OFFICE ADMINISTRATION

INSURANCE
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Caring and personal 24 hour Service
Servicing Bass Coast & South Gippsland

WONTHAGGI: 5672 1074
3085 Loch-Wonthaggi Rd, Wonthaggi 

PHILLIP ISLAND: 5952 5171 
15 Warley Ave, Cowes (by appointment)

www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au
A.F.D.A.

Merry Chistmas and 
a Happy New Year

from Scott, Sharon, 
Trevor, Paul,  
Jolene, Paul  

and Ben
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grazedeliandbakehouse@outlook.com  
Phone: 5674 5659       

28-30 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi

Open: Mon-Sun 7am-4pm
Catering available  

Thank you to all of our  
amazing customers who have  

supported us in 2025.
Merry Christmas from  

The Graze Team

TRY OUR NEW BAKED RANGE 

Christmas
Merry

And Happy New Year

CHRISTMAS is far more 
than a nostalgic remem-
brance of a child in a man-
ger. It is the celebration of 
Immanuel – “God with us.” 
Centuries before Jesus’ 
birth, the prophet Isaiah 
announced the coming 
of a child who would be 
called Wonderful, Counsel-
lor, Mighty God, Everlast-
ing Father, Prince of Peace. 
Matthew’s Gospel later 
declares that this promise 
was fulfilled in Jesus, born 
of a virgin, God in human 
form, dwelling among us.

John’s Gospel describes 
this miracle in profound 
terms: “The Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us.” 
The eternal God, through 
whom all things were 
made, stepped into our 
world not in overwhelm-
ing glory but in human 
likeness. The God no one 
could behold in the Old 
Testament without dy-
ing came near so that we 
might truly live.

Wherever Jesus went, 
lack disappeared. Dark-
ness retreated in His pres-
ence. He calmed storms, 
healed the sick, multiplied 
food, cast out demons, 
and even raised the dead. 
In Him was life–abundant, 
unshakeable life.

Though He has ascend-
ed, His promise remains: 
“I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age.” 
Christmas reminds us not 
only that He came, but that 
He stays. By His Spirit, He 
continues to be Immanuel 
– God with us today.

This season invites us to 
seek His presence as Mo-
ses did, refusing to move 
without Him. It calls us to 
walk closely with Christ, 
attentive to His Spirit, and 
to live in the confidence 
that His presence still scat-
ters darkness.

Christmas is the endur-
ing truth that God became 
one of us – and remains 
with us still.

By Pastor Sandro Schietroma, Wonthaggi Baptist Church

Christmas: Immanuel – God Still With Us

• FAITH FACTOR Santa Claus is coming for a miners’ picnic
SANTA and his elves 

may be busy packing 
the sleigh and finalis-
ing the list ahead of 
Christmas, but this 
Sunday, he’s taking a 
little break and mak-
ing a special visit to 
Wonthaggi’s State Coal 
Mine. 

Call your friends and 
family, bring your pic-
nic blankets, baskets, 
and chairs, and share 
in a couple of hours of 
Christmas cheer at the 
mine with live music, a 
sausage sizzle (in sup-
port of Wonthaggi Pow-
er) and a special visit 
from the man in red 
himself, Santa Claus. 

Following a year of 
special events, includ-
ing the Easter bonnet 
competition and Hal-
loween spectacular, 
the State Coal Mine is 
again inviting picnick-
ers to dress in their fa-
vourite Christmas cos-
tumes and pop their 
heads into the old 
train carriage, which 
has received a festive 
Christmas makeover.

Wonthaggi Wood-
crafters will be on site 
with a range of hand-
made items, perfect 
for last-minute Christ-
mas gifts, while the 
State Coal Mine Café 
will be open for drinks 
and snacks through-
out the evening.

“The Friends of the 
State Coal Mine would 
like to welcome the 
community to Santa’s 
Picnic this Sunday,” 
president Garry Wil-
son said. 

“We’d also like to 
take the opportunity 
to wish everyone a very 
Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year.”

For those unable to 
make Sunday evening, 
the old train carriage’s 
Christmas Wonder-
land will be open this 
Saturday and Sunday 
from 11am to 2pm. 

So pull on the festive 
gear, load up the car 
and toddle down to the 
State Coal Mine this 
Sunday, December 21 
from 5pm to 7pm for 
Santa’s Picnic. 

Discover the festive surprises that await behind the 
train carriage door.
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54B Cunninghame St, Sale (03) 5144 1987
 danny.obrien@parliament.vic.gov.au

www.dannyobrienmp.com.au
 /dannyobrienmp

Wishing you a Merry Christmas

DannyO’BRIEN MP
State Member for Gippsland South

saltlaw.com.au | Ph. (03) 5952 1361
office@saltlaw.com.au

Wonthaggi
59 McBride Ave,
Wonthaggi, VIC 3995

Cowes
Level 1, 82 Thompson Ave,
Cowes VIC 3922

Grantville
Shop 4/1524 Bass Hwy,
Grantville VIC 3984

From all the team at Salt Law to our 
wonderful Bass Coast community 

Merry Christmas and thank you for your support.
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SOUTH GIPPSLAND CHIROPRACTIC

SERVICES & ADJUNCTIVE THERAPIES

Non-force practitioner

21 Kenneth Street INVERLOCH Phone 5674 3666 by appointment

Norman Vradenburg

Doctor of Chiropractic

GENTLE EFFECTIVE 

TREATMENT FOR ALL AGES

S
S

6
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2
6

21 Kenneth Street, Inverloch 
P: 5674 3666

 South Gippsland  
Chiropractic Services and 

Adjunctive Therapies

Wishing our valued 
customers all the very 

best for Christmas  
and the New Year.   

Norm and Judy 
Vradenburg

HM13256

Phone 5672 3123
102 Graham Street, Wonthaggi
www.milkinsfunerals.com.au

SERVICING ALL DISTRICTS
CHAPEL FACILITIES AVAILABLE

A trusted name in 
Wonthaggi for over 50 years

Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year

Christmas
Merry

And Happy New Year

Lauren Truman and Sue Little from A Garden of 
Thoughts in Graham Street, Wonthaggi wish everyone 
a safe and happy Christmas with a big thank you to 
all their wonderful customers for supporting them 
through the year. B77_4925

The team at MyPhysio wish their patients a Merry Christmas! The practice will close from 12 noon December 
24 and re-open Monday, January 5.

The team at the Sentinel-Times would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Executive chef Subhajit Ghosh, general manager 
Steve Curtis and the team at The Wonthaggi Club 
would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas. 
The tables are full this Christmas but get in early for 
next year with bookings now open for 2026. C01_5025
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19 Main Street, Welshpool   P: 5688 1304   E: welshpooloutdoors@bigpond.com

E.W. & H.P. Fowler

WELSHPOOL OUTDOORS
& ORIGIN GAS SUPPLIES

l Land Boss UXV sales l Small engine sales & repairs
l CF Moto ATV/UXV sales l Origin Energy household gas deliveries

l Gravely Mowers l Masport Power Equipment 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

FULL MECHANICAL
WORKSHOP REPAIR CENTRE
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Foxy House would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all our amazing 
participants, dedicated staff, wonderful families and the wider community. Your 

ongoing support, kindness, and enthusiasm make everything we do possible.
This Christmas, we celebrate not just the season, but the spirit of togetherness 

that shines so brightly in our Foxy House family. Thank you for sharing your 
energy, creativity, and smiles with us throughout the year.

Foxy House will remain open 24/7 throughout the Christmas break. If you 
need support, a friendly face, or a safe place at any time, we are here for you.

Wishing you all a joyful Christmas filled with laughter, love,  
and special moments, and a bright, happy New Year ahead!

With warmest wishes, The Foxy House Team

45 Kongwak-Inverloch Road, Kongwak  0408 132 617  contact@foxyhouse.com.au

Merry
Christmas

FROM EVERYONE AT WOORAYL LODGE

Warm wishes to our residents, families, staff,
volunteers, and wider South Gippsland community.

Thank you for your support throughout 2025.

May your Christmas be fil led with connection,
kindness and moments of joy — and may the New

Year bring good health and hope for all .

srfco.com.au | 170 Marine Parade San Remo 3925

Merry Christmas

From your, San Remo Fisherman’s Co-op TeamFrom your, San Remo Fisherman’s Co-op Team

Christmas
Merry

And Happy New Year

Thank you to all our customers for a nice 12 months 
and look forward to the next 12 months. Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year from Damien, Jo and the team at 
Dollar Curtains and Blinds Wonthaggi. C03_5025

The team at Revive Beauty and Spa Wonthaggi wishes the community a happy and holistic Christmas. From 
left: Michele Crellin, Erin Lee, Alison Adams, Kellie Burns, Kaitlyn Shepherd and Jasmyn Kent. rk11_5025

Jeff Robertson, chair of Christmas Carols in the 
Glade, was pleased with the large number of families 
enjoying the festive spirit at Inverloch. B65_5025

Ann Brown, conductor of the Wonthaggi U3A choir, 
finished Carols in the Glade at Inverloch with ‘We 
Wish You a Merry Christmas’. B69_5025

Wonthaggi U3A choir taking a short break at Carols 
in the Glade at Inverloch before performing 13  
well-rehearsed Christmas carols. B64_5025
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As the year draws to a close, I want to thank our amazing community for showing your

continued generosity of spirit, valuing all our volunteers; as to our first responders and

health care workers, supporting local fundraisers, our local clubs, groups and

organisations and checking in with those you love and cherish.

The collective kindness exemplifies our community is at the heart and our true

community colours keep on shining through.

Sadly, we have community members doing it tough or facing the first Christmas

without that beautiful someone by their side. If this is you, please reach out and let

others know - you are not alone. My team and I are here to help too.

This is the true spirit of Christmas.

As we reconnect with family and friends to celebrate the festive season, please look

out for each other, support your local businesses, show appreciation for our retail and

hospitality workers and please take care on the roads and in our waters. A reminder to

also be bush fire prepared and download the VicEmergency app.

My family and I wish you and those you cherish a joyous reuniting season and a year

filled with kindness, positive experiences and good health.

and a year filled with Kindness & Good Health
Photo @Aussie Santa Koo Wee Rup

Wishing you all a Joyous Festive Season

T: 5672 4755 jordan.crugnale@parliament.vic.gov.au 9 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi 3995

Susan Ruffin  Anthony Rosenhain 
Leticia Quintana

We hope  
you have a  

Merry Christmas

45 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi, 3995 
Ph: 5672 3433    reception@ruffinlawyers.com.au

 Criminal Law  Family Law  Conveyancing
 Wills and Probate

45 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi, 3995 Ph: 5672 3433 Fax 5672 3392

Susan Ruffin    Anthony Rosenhain

� � �

 Criminal Law  Family Law   Conveyancing

�

 Wills and Probate

Ruffin

Lawyers

reception@ruffinlawyers.com.au

HM5183
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Wishing You All A Wonderful 
Christmas &  A 

Prosperous New Year. 
The Team At Clancy’s Printing.

Wishing You All A Wonderful 
Christmas &  A 

Prosperous New Year. 
The Team At Clancy’s Printing.

BASS COAST 
SUPPORT 

WORK SERVICES

Merry Christmas  
from Erin and the team.

We will be open to help and  
support you through the 

Christmas break.

admin@bcsws.com.au

www.bcsws.com.au 

0421 192 697
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Christmas
Merry

And Happy New Year

Siblings Lilah and Kynan Broman 
showed off their Grinch and reindeer 
face paint at Saturday’s Corinella Carols 
in the Park. rk18_5025

Coronet Bay’s Evan Bekiaris got into 
the Christmas spirit at Saturday’s 
Corinella Carols in the Park. rk16_5025

Inverloch Carols always a crowd pleaser
NOTHING could dampen the spir-

its of the big crowd that turned out 
for the annual Carols in the Glade 
at Inverloch despite the forecast of 
a wet ending to the night.

After rehearsing for six weeks 
a medley of show-stopping dance 
tunes performed by 45 young 
dancers from the Care Love Dance 
school soon had the audience tap-
ping their feet for this special once-
only Christmas performance.

Jeff Robertson, chair of Christ-
mas Carols in the Glade, said it 
was one of the biggest crowds he 
could remember. The night’s enter-
tainment included the U3A choir, 
the inter-church community band, 
Care Love Dancers, Inverloch Pri-
mary School, Wonthaggi Youth 
Brass Band, and soloists Alana 
Eddy, Jan Blake and Karen Cross.

Organised by the churches of In-
verloch and Wonthaggi, the major 
sponsors for Carols in the Glade 
were Bass Coast Shire Council and 
the Inverloch Community Bendigo 
Bank.

“It is always a night for families 
to come along and enjoy the festivi-
ties,” Mr Robertson said.

“We were blessed with perfect 
weather.”

Among the attractions was a Li-
ons Club sausage sizzle and fairy 
floss for the children.

The Care Love Dance school of Leongatha and Inverloch entertained the big crowd at 
Carols in the Glade at Inverloch with a medley of show-stopping favourites. B55_5025

Wonthaggi’s U3A choir was in fine voice for Carols in the Glade at Inverloch. 
B68_5025
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ChristmasMerry
A N D  H A P P Y  N E W  Y E A R

Wishing all our valued customers a safe and
happy Christmas. We look forward to serving

you again in the New Year.

In the meantime, all our faults and 
out-of-hours services will operate 24/7 across 

the holiday period.

For service faults, issues or emergencies call
1300 851 636

We’re always here to help
www.sgwater.com.au
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1GET THE POWER OF AUSTRALIA’S BIGGEST INDEPENDENT
78 Watt Street, Wonthaggi  |  5672 5760  |  www.tyrepowerwonthaggi.com.au

to our loyal customers 
from Kris, Ethan and the team.

• Tyres • Wheel Alignments • Wheels 
• Suspension • Brakes • Batteries

Merry 
Christmas
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223 Graham  Street, 
Wonthaggi 

Phone 5632 3804

We will be closed from 12pm December 24, re-opening Monday, January 5
We wish our patients a Merry Christmas and  

Happy New Year and look forward to seeing you in 2026

ME0795

Inverloch RSL Sub Branch
Wishes all veterans and their families and the  

wonderful Inverloch Community all the  
very best for Christmas and the New Year. 

WE ARE OPEN 7 DAYS FROM 4.00PM 
Join us on our beach walks 
Info on our Facebook Inverloch RSL

Christmas
Merry

And Happy New Year

Corinella CFA volunteers Bianca Peters, Les Smith, Lesley Hemley, Damien Merry, David Cox and Mick 
Hamilton cooked up a storm at Saturday’s Corinella Carols in the Park. rk14_5025

Fairy Poppy from Melbourne enchanted children 
with bubbles of all shapes and sizes at Saturday’s 
Corinella Carols in the Park. rk12_5025

Mum Katie Jean with Toby and Hannah at Saturday’s 
Corinella Carols in the Park. rk13_5025

Locals Georgie Hawkins, Greg Noakes, Jen 
Rutherford and Brian Hawkins enjoyed a lovely 
evening at Saturday’s Corinella Carols in the Park. 
rk15_5025

MC Greg Thompson and program manager Michael 
Kelzke said the children’s performances were magical 
at Saturday’s Corinella Carols in the Park. rk17_5025
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Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
Our office will be closed for the Christmas break from  

Monday, December 22, 2025 at 5pm, 
and will reopen on Monday, January 5, 2026 at 9am.
We wish everyone a safe and happy holiday season,  

and we look forward to working with you in the New Year.
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350 BAIR STREET, LEONGATHA 3953 • P 5662 2275 

info@brblaw.com.au • www.brblaw.com.au
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LOCALS SUPPORTING LOCALS
DOMESTIC • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • FARM SERVICES

Transfer station now open to 
commercial operators

www.wheelawaste.com.au
Phone 5672 2056

Geoff and staff wish all 
our customers a 

Merry Christmas and a safe 
and prosperous New Year.
Thank you for your support 

over the past year.

Transfer station now open to 
commercial operators
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Thank you
 

We would like to thank all our loyal About Bass Coast Hearing friends for their 
understanding, good wishes, cards and prayers during Braden’s long illness.   

There is no doubt that this support has helped us immensely.

We also acknowledge how fortunate we are to have our staff, Grant, Julie, Laurel 
and Grace.  We are incredibly grateful for their loyalty and hard work.

We wish everyone a safe and happy Christmas and  
holiday season and look forward to seeing you all in 2026.

Braden & Rhonda.

 

Your local, permanent and independent Hearing 

Clinic in, around and about the Bass Coast.

FREE HEARING

CHECKS

*Adults only

Device trials available

For bookings, please phone: 

5672 5598

Visiting Inverloch, Cowes and Frankston

Open: Monday to Friday 9.30am - 4.30pm

Shop 5, Plaza Walk Arcade,

23 Murray Street, Wonthaggi

(opposite the new Bass Coast Library)

ABOUT US:

�

�

Established over 9 years ago

�

�

Independent, local and not aligned to any manufacturer so you can be 

assured of the best advice and a complete choice of devices with the latest 

hearing technology and comprehensive service

�

�

Our clinicians are not paid a commission or incentive on sales

�

�

Accredited to provide the Australian Government Hearing Services Program

�

�

Braden and Angela are WorkSafe accredited

�

�

Free assessments for eligible DVA and Pension card holders*

*Conditions apply to clients under the Commonwealth Hearing Services Program
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PROOF TO KERRY

T FOR TYREST FOR TYRES

Korumburra 5655 2880

Wonthaggi 5672 1313

Korumburra 5655 2880

Wonthaggi 5672 1313

Korumburra 5655 2880

Wonthaggi 5672 1313

Merry Christmas and 

happy New Year from 

Keith, Doreen, David, 

Shane and Aidan 

at Korumburra and 

Glenn at Wonthaggi.

PROOF TO KERRY

T FOR TYREST FOR TYRES

Korumburra 5655 2880

Wonthaggi 5672 1313

Korumburra 5655 2880

Wonthaggi 5672 1313

Korumburra 5655 2880

Wonthaggi 5672 1313

Merry Christmas and 

happy New Year from 

Keith, Doreen, David, 

Shane and Aidan 

at Korumburra and 

Glenn at Wonthaggi.

Merry Christmas and happy 
New Year from Keith, Doreen, 

David, Shane and Jesse
at Korumburra and 
Glenn at Wonthaggi.

Korumburra 5655 2880Korumburra 5655 2880
Wonthaggi 5672 1313Wonthaggi 5672 1313

T FOR TYRES
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Office & Chapel
24 Anderson  Street, Leongatha

03 56 622 717
www.handleyfuneralservices.com.au

24 hours, 7 days a week
Member of Funerals Australia

Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year 

from the team 

Proudly supporting families 
across the Gippsland Region

H
M

13
25

7 

Christmas
Merry

And Happy New Year

THE Young Veterans and 
popular Inverloch musician 
Tristan J Ross continued 
to raise awareness about 
veteran homelessness and 
suicide with an afternoon of 
live music at the Inlet Hotel’s 
Christmas Party on Sunday.

Members of the Inlet Hotel 
gather regularly for Sunday 
Sessions to help veterans 
meet the challenges of men-
tal health, addiction and 
homelessness.

Proceeds support the Bo-
ronia Centre which assists 
veterans with medical treat-
ment and helps with their 

claims ensuring compensa-
tion and treatment as well 
as running a food bank for 
those facing financial hard-
ship.

Attending the Sunday Ses-
sions not only provides an 
opportunity to enjoy live 
music but also to engage in 
meaningful conversations 
about these pressing issues.

Inlet Hotel member Krista 
Scott said the Sunday Ses-
sions are always well at-
tended.

Check the Inlet Hotel Face-
book page for the next Sun-
day Sessions in 2026.

A festive afternoon of music at The 
Inlet’s Christmas Party session

Inverloch musician Tristan J Ross  celebrated 
Christmas whilst raising awareness about veteran 
suicide and homelessness at the Inlet Hotel. 

Dilene Hinton of Inverloch and Salwa Sleaby of 
Dalyston at the Inlet Hotel for their Christmas Party 
with Tristan J Ross. B89_5025

Krista Scott and Cam Byars supporting Young 
Veterans listening to Tristan J Ross at The Inlet Hotel. 
B91_5025

Liz and Glenn Tesone of Inverloch helped to raise 
awareness about veteran suicide and homelessness 
with an afternoon of live music with Tristan J Ross. 
B88_5025

Sheila Veltmeijer with Kathie and Gerry Surridge 
enjoying an afternoon of live music and festive cheer 
with Tristan J Ross at The Inlet Hotel. B87_5025
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54 Graham Street, Wonthaggi 
5672 1311

Thank you to our valued customers 
for your continued support

From Eddie, Colin, 
Hayden and Jason 

and a safe and happy New Year

Merry 
Christmas 
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Most assessments for NDIS and  
Private including ASD, ADHD, IQ  

for adults and children.

Jason Crestani, your local  
registered Psychologist  

wishes you restful  
Christmas break.

Our office is open from January 5  
for bookings and questions 

www.inspiredhoney.com
Ph 0425 764 733
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Wishing you 
all a very  

Merry Christmas 
and a  

Safe and 
Happy New Year.

From Rick, 
Shirley 

& Family.

M
E0

79
7

Closed from Chrismas Eve & 
reopening Monday, January 5, 2026

   86 Yarragon Road, Leongatha 5662 3199  

brownsstockfeed.com.au M
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Merry Christmas and a  
safe and prosperous  
New year from the  

Browns Stockfeed team.

J Garnham 
& Associates
Lawyers

JJ
GGJJ
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Contact our friendly team at: 
63 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi. 

E: jgarnham@jjglaw.com.au
T: 5672 2144  M: 0447 619 595

Jenny, Shelley, Fiona & Kirsty 
wish you a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year.
Our office will be closed for the  
Christmas/New Year period from 
5pm on Friday, December 19, 2025  
and will re-open at 9am on  
Monday, January 12, 2026.

Preferred repairer for all major 
insurance companies

• 24-hour towing & salvage
• “Car-O-Liner” measuring bench

• Low-bake oven and lifetime warranty

Merry Christmas and a Safe  
New Year from Burchell Panels 

11 Curtis Close, Leongatha 
5662 3346 ME0799

Terry, Clint and Team would like Terry, Clint and Team would like 
to wish all their valued to wish all their valued 

customers a Merry Christmas customers a Merry Christmas 
and a safe and happy New Year.and a safe and happy New Year.

We will be closing Friday, December 19  We will be closing Friday, December 19  
and reopening Monday, January 12, 2026and reopening Monday, January 12, 2026
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T G Mechanical

Repairs

&

PROOF TO KERRY

25 Sanders St, Korumburra
Ph 5658 1177
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As the year comes to a close, 
we thank our valued clients 
for their support and for 
placing their trust in us.

Norts & Crosses Bookkeeping 
will remain open over the  
Christmas period, continuing 
to support our clients.

Wishing you a joyful  
and relaxing Christmas

8 Ramsey Boulevard, INVERLOCH, 3996
Phone 0417 981 934
Email - sandy@nortsandcrosses.com.au
Website - www.nortsandcrosses.com.au

Power your business with professional bookkeeping
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Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year

Bass Coast Concreting

PH 0491 950 640

Thank you to our wonderful 
clients. We hope you all have a 
safe and happy holiday season.

We are back on the tools  
from January 12.

Christmas
Merry

And Happy New Year

Kerry Redmond, Kelly Griffin and Nicole Griffiths shopping 
for Christmas at Mookah in Inverloch. B09_5025

Christmas comes but once a year and Bliss in Inverloch 
was the perfect place to shop for Tayla and Glenda Robb and 
Rosie. B07_5025

Sue Cook travelled from Meeniyan for late night shopping 
with Jordy Rankin and Rosie at Dot & Lu Boutique 
Homewares of Inverloch. B03_5025

Laura and Kerrie Beauglehall from Dot & Lu Boutique 
Homewares stayed open late for Christmas shopping at 
Inverloch. B21_5025
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Our office will be closing 
Tuesday, December 23
and will re-open on 
Monday, January 12

Wishing everyone a happy 
and safe festive season.

Foster P 5611 7050

Share in the merry
From silent nights to loud Christmas lunches,  
may your festive season be a special one.

During the festive season our branch will  
close on Thursday 25 December and reopen  
Monday 29 December.

From the Directors and team at  
Community Bank Inverloch

Community Bank • Inverloch
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Melina BATH MP
NATIONALS MEMBER FOR EASTERN VICTORIA REGION

May you celebrate Christmas 
with love in the way of your 
choice and may Peace,  
Good Health and Happiness 
be your foundation to begin 
2026. 

2/181 Franklin St, Traralgon
melina.bath@parliament.vic.gov.au
5174 7066
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Sth Gippsland Hwy, Korumburra5655 1095

allaway tile - slate - stone

A very Merry Christmas 
and a happy New Year 

to all our valued customers

108 Graham Street, Wonthaggi
Phone 5672 1194

CARGILL’S
SPORTS STORE

Wishes everyone 
a happy Christmas and 

a bright New Year
Andrew, Allison, Harpa & Paylen;

Russell, Shane, Ella, Molly, 
Lucy and Ryan.
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Tom 5658 1043
Terry 0411 115 854

33 Mine Road, Korumburra

• Car services 
& tunes
• Tyres

• Batteries
• Major & 

minor repairs 
& more

Saario’s Garage &
Wheel Safe Mobile Mechanical 

wishing all our customers a 
safe and Merry Christmas 

and New Year
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ENGINE RECO
SPECIALIST

We would like to 
thank our customers 

and wish everyone a very 
Merry Christmas, and a 

Happy New Year in 2026
Closing Tuesday, December 23, 

reopening Monday, January 12, 2026

Factory 2, 37 Sanders Street, 
Korumburra | Phone 5655 2913  

PROP: Ross Harris

South Gippsland 
Engine Reconditioning
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Christmas
Merry

And Happy New Year

Inverloch stays open late for Christmas
THE night could not have 

been more perfect with 
warm balmy weather and 
happy beaming faces in 
every store as Inverloch 
retailers joined in the fes-
tive spirit for a special late-
night Christmas shopping 
event.

It was an opportunity for 
busy people to shop local, 
support small businesses, 
and avoid the stress and 
crowds of the larger out-of-
town shopping centres.

Late night shopping at 
Inverloch has grown into 
a much loved community 
tradition.

Inverloch Tourist Associ-
ation Communications Of-
ficer Monique Wilson said 
it was fantastic to have so 
many people out and about 
enjoying the good weather.

“Traders went to a spe-
cial effort to give the eve-
ning a festive vibe,” said Ms 
Wilson.

Each business celebrated 
in its own way, from free 
gift wrapping and kids’ 
stamp activities to in-store 
competitions, bubbles, 
eggnog and plenty of festive 
surprises.

One business had a se-
cret Santa, another pro-
vided a free gift with every 
purchase, and eggnog and 
champagne was offered in 
other stores.

“This year we focused 
on a single night,” said Ms 
Wilson.

“It was all about coming 
out and having fun shop-
ping.”

To help locals and visi-
tors plan their shopping 
the Inverloch Tourism As-
sociation has launched a 
Christmas in Inverloch 
Guide, an easy-to-scroll 
digital resource showcas-
ing who is staying open 
late, special offers, gift 
ideas by price or theme, 
including teacher gifts, ed-
ible treats and Kris Krin-
gle options, and messages 
from the traders them-
selves.

For fabulous gift giving 
ideas go to visitinverloch.
co/christmas-in-inverloch

You can also find the In-
verloch Tourism Associa-
tion on Facebook and Ins-
tagram.

By Bruce Wardley

Lisa Golding of Inverloch shopping for something environmentally 
friendly during late night Christmas trading at the Bunurong 
Environment Centre. B20_5025

Virginia McEntee opened late for Christmas at the Red Cross 
Shop in Inverloch. B17_5025
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YOUR SAY Email your letters to news@sgst.com.au

Sentinel-Times
COMMENT

A luxury our leaders 
can’t afford

The ‘Sentinel-Times’ encourages readers to 
write with issues of interest or concern but 
letters that have a local reference point will 
be given priority. Writers are also urged to be 
brief where possible. Letters may be edited 
for space and legal reasons, and must be 
submitted with the author’s name and contact 
details of which only the name and town 
location will appear.

to clear regularly what is a quite mini-
malist piece of work – not that of the 
Conservation Society. There is yet time 
for a crash restoration before Christmas 
– is there the commitment?!

(And while they’re about it, how about 
giving the new dog police a more ur-
gent job – get down that way to shoo the 
mountain-bike riders off those trails – 
they’re actually dangerous to pedestrians 
on the narrow paths, and damaging).

Ken Blackman, Inverloch

Time for fair  
and logical rates

WHEN developing a differential rating 
strategy, Council should consider the 
good practice principles: 
• �A rating system should be fair and eq-

uitable. 
• �A rating system should be clear, sim-

ple, efficient and of benefit. 
• �There should be some rationale or ba-

sis behind each of the rating differen-
tials.  
The vast proportion of Council rate rev-

enue is spent on services to people, and 
only a relative smaller proportion spent 
towards properties. The anomaly arises 
because rates are charged on property 
values, however it is the people who use 
the services – there is no correlation to 
each other. It would be much fairer by 
council to base its rates on the level of 
services and expenditure provided to 
each property type.

As we know, there are two factors that 
determine the amount of general rates 
assessed – the valuation, and the rate-
in-the-dollar. Council cannot change the 
valuation, however, Council has total 
control in determining what the rate-in-
the-dollar will be.

Farmers cannot use their rates pay-
ment as a deduction on their tax. How-
ever, with commercial and industrial 
properties and with rented residential 
properties, the rates assessed are tax-
deductible.

Farmers have always been burdened 
with an unfair proportion of rates lev-
ied by Council, so it’s long overdue that 
Council conduct a review to correct this 
anomaly. It’s not fair that farmers should 
continue subsidising the residential, 
commercial and industrial sectors.

Although all council services are avail-
able to all residents, the farmers use very 
few of these services. Farming enterprises 
are perceived as not receiving the same 
level of service that are received by ur-
ban ratepayers because of their distance 
from urban infrastructure and services. 
Farmers do not use or need, or want the 
vast range of council services. Modern 

By Michael Giles

IT’S hard to have an opinion about 
anything else after what we all witnessed 
in real time at Archer Park and Bondi 
Beach in Sydney on Sunday afternoon 
and evening.

Some people have said they never ex-
pected to see anything like this happen-
ing in Australia.

But honestly, it’s a ridiculous state-
ment to make and the sort of thinking 
that has seen the government so blind to 
the possibilities.

Australia’s national terrorism threat 
level was raised from “possible” to 
“probable” in August 2024, with Mike 
Burgess, the director-general of the Aus-
tralian Security Intelligence Organisation 
(ASIO), confirming at the weekend that 
we’ve been sitting at a one-in-two chance 
of a terrorism incident, like the one we 
saw on Sunday, happening somewhere 
in Australia for more than a year.

There’s just as likely to be another.
As much as we all want to see a proper 

investigation of the incident by the au-
thorities, and a proper response, we’re 
all going to be bombarded with this for 
months to come.

So, I’ll keep this to a minimum.
But the leadership of this country has 

one job to do, to keep the people safe, 
and at both state and federal levels 
they’ve failed in this most fundamental 
of tasks because they’ve listened to the 
views of the looney fringe.

Our key decision makers don’t have 
that luxury.

It’s time to acknowledge the root 
causes of these terrorism incidents, 
forget the woke appeasement, and do 
something about it.

And that extends to stopping govern-
ment waste and the criminal excesses 
of the politicians and the public service 
that has seen funding drained away 
from proper resourcing of law and or-
der, including crime prevention.

How is it, for example, that govern-
ment can walk past the blatant activities 
of organised crime in every shopping 
centre in Australia, and especially in 
Victoria, where illegal tobacco importa-
tion and sales are generating billions of 
dollars for organised crime to carry out 
all kinds of nefarious activity, including 
terrorism?

As the former Chief of Army, Lieuten-
ant General David Morrison once said 
on another subject, the standard you 
walk past is the standard you accept.

thinking is that we should be moving in 
the direction of a “user pays” principle. 

For example, farms valued at say $2M 
are paying about $4000 in rates. Many 
farmers are working 12 hours a day, six 
days a week and barely make a living. 
Many farmers are “asset rich, but cash 
poor” and have no option but to continue 
to work well past retirement age. Farm-
ers would be financially better off sell-
ing their farm and investing the money. 
Although farming is a lifestyle, we know 
farming is of vital benefit to our economy.

In Victoria, one farmer dies by suicide 
every 20 days, which translates to ap-
proximately 17 farmers committing sui-
cide each year. This statistic highlights 
the significant mental health crisis from 
financial stress affecting the farming pop-
ulation. 

Vacant land properties should be in-
cluded with and rated at the general rate. 
Some councils levy a high vacant land 
rate because these properties are an “easy 
target” and don’t complain. Rates should 
never be used as a weapon attempting 
to incentivise property owners to devel-
op their land; this is not the purpose of 
council rating. There is no evidence that 
high rates on vacant land incentivises de-
velopment. There are very few services of 
Council that benefit vacant land holdings.

The focus of levying differential rates 
should not be based on the percentage 
change from the previous year, but rather 
a fair amount that should be levied for 
that property type.

None of the three differential rating op-
tions shown on council’s website are ac-
ceptable. There is a fourth option that 
would be fairer, that being only two rates: 
a general rate, and a differential farm 
rate, being 50 per cent of the general rate. 

I trust Council makes their determina-
tion based on fairness and logic, rather 
than a subjective or compromised arbi-
trary decision.

Ian Hales, Wonthaggi

From the Editor, thank you
IT’S incredibly rewarding to work for a 

local newspaper, that is also still owned 
locally.

You get to immerse yourself in your own 
community, tell the incredible heroics and 
recognise the achievements of those who 
you live amongst. There are challenges 
and as the saying goes you can’t please 
everyone. We certainly heard you South 
Gippsland when breaking news meant 
puzzles were pulled that one week! How-
ever, I’m incredibly lucky to have had the 
opportunity to be the first female editor 
at the Sentinel-Times in its history, a role 
that I stepped into with a four-month-old 

baby on my hip.
And as I step away from the editor’s 

seat, and head on maternity leave 2.0, I 
wanted to use this opportunity to thank 
you, our readers, our contributors, our 
advertisers, our communities, because 
this journey over the last two and a third 
years wouldn’t have been possible without 
your understanding either.

News happens at all hours, and never 
once did someone question or hesitate 
in circumstances early on when I had my 
son with me. From the devastation in Mir-
boo North during February’s storm when 
I walked in carrier and all, on a day off, to 
cover and help highlight your stories, to 
the handful of interviews that have been 
briefly interrupted when a toddler decides 
it’s time to gate crash mum’s office on a 
weekend, to the cricket grand finals with 
an infant assisting with the photos, when 
the matches were all looking to finish too 
closely together for the journalist to be in 
four places at once. It’s been hugely grati-
fying to undertake a role that I could only 
have dreamed of years ago, and not have 
anyone question when exceptional cir-
cumstances have meant there has been an 
extra guest in tow.

I appreciate that these times were few 
and far between, but to you, the commu-
nity I must say how grateful I am.

I’d also like to take this opportunity to 
highlight our local businesses, it really is 
a small circular economy, and as you run 
around collecting the last minute stocking 
fillers, ‘thank you for a great year’ gifts, 
alcohol for the Christmas tables, by sup-
porting local businesses you genuinely are 
supporting those in your local communi-
ties, and not just at that moment in time, 
but the flow on to other local businesses 
and individuals is incredible, and often 
forgotten.

Finally, I wish to welcome and introduce 
Rick Koenig, who will be stepping in as 
the new editor for the Sentinel-Times from 
this week. You will see changes; there is 
no doubt about it, every individual has 
their own style, but I hope you welcome 
him with open arms. After all, you did wel-
come a former (Phillip) Islander turned 
Wonthaggite into the fold – and didn’t hold 
that against me!

Wishing all a wonderful and Merry 
Christmas (or festive period) and Happy 
New Year.

Chloe Kent

Screw Creek walk screwed
I’M AN experienced bushwalker. So, 

when I took a visitor with me on a too-
long-delayed ramble round the recently 
opened Screw Creek north loop walk, 
east of Inverloch’s camping ground, I ex-
pected a doddle. I got a shock.

Beyond the steel gate, the walk quickly 
deteriorates from new boardwalk to vir-
tual bush-bashing! Rarely more than a 
pad, it’s overgrown with long grass, of-
ten indistinct between the app-numbered 
info posts, and blocked by several fallen 
trees or low branches. Before long the ex-
pensive bridges will be unreachable. We 
actually found ourselves repeating the 
loop, and realised we’d ‘lost’ the return 
route.

Now well-publicised, this environmen-
tal asset is a neglected blot on our tourist 
page. It discredits the half-dozen spon-
sors of the track extension, and will ac-
tually earn us negatives from bewildered 
visitors.

It’s the Bass Coast Shire Council’s job 

Do you know of anyone banned from social media, and how is it affecting them?
Vox Pop

Ally Cengia
Wonthaggi
“I have one two-year-old son, 
and another one on the way, 
so too young to have social 
media, but it’ll be interesting 
to see how this affects their 
generation.”

Kelly Ambler
Cowes
“My 13-year-old daughter. 
We talked about it, and she 
wasn’t as upset as I thought 
she would be. She feels like 
she can still be social with 
friends.”

Nathan Louwdijk
Cape Woolamai
“My daughter has not been 
banned yet, but we expect 
she will be. She’s concerned 
about missing out but not 
too bothered because she 
doesn’t know exactly what will 
happen.”

Megan Sell
Wonthaggi 
“My teenage son is concerned 
contact with his friends will 
diminish as it will make it 
harder to meet up with them 
when needed.”
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CLASSROOMtheFROM
Newhaven College celebrates excellence

TO MARK the end of 
the 2025 school year, Ne-
whaven College hosted 
two eagerly awaited Pre-
sentation Events, cele-
brating the achievements 
of both the Junior School 
and the Middle/Senior 
School communities.

Held in the College gym-
nasium, both events drew 
a full house of enthusi-
astic teachers, staff, stu-
dents and their support-
ive families.

The Junior School Cel-
ebration Afternoon hosts 
– 2025 Captains Dallas 
Latham, Nate Kondarios, 
Peyton Rhee and Venus 
Herath Mudiyanselage – 
were outstanding for their 
contributions to the event. 
The Year 5–11 Presenta-
tion Evening was expertly 
hosted by 2026 College 
Captains, Harry Arceo, 
Kadek Humphris, Issy 
Mahon and Tilly Stecher, 
who carried out their first 
formal captaincy duties 
confidently.

The Junior School Cel-
ebration afternoon was a 
fitting end to the school 
year as the successes of all 
students were celebrated. 
Junior School students 
were presented with a 
certificate of achievement 
for completing a wonder-
ful year of learning and 
improvement. The stu-
dents demonstrated their 
talents with singing, mu-
sic and spoken word per-
formances onstage. Each 
student’s performance on 
stage, before a significant-
ly large audience, dem-
onstrates the confidence 
fostered in the College’s 
Junior School.

On Monday evening, 
the school came together 
with song, speeches and 
awards to celebrate stu-
dents’ achievements in ac-
ademics, sport, values and 
music. The procession of 
award presentations was 
interspersed with some 
stunning musical perfor-
mances. The Senior Vo-
cal Ensemble performed 
Your Will Be Found by 
Benji Pasek and Justin 
Paul, and Senior music 
students performed Fly 
Fly Away from Catch Me If 
You Can, with powerhouse 
lead vocals by Year 11 stu-
dent Aoife O’Connell.

In his Presentation Eve-
ning address, College 
principal Mr Tony Corr 
expressed his admiration 
for the healthy, positive 
and outward-looking at-
titudes shown by College 
students. He quoted his fa-
vourite author, Tom Stop-
pard, who said, “A healthy 
attitude is contagious, but 
don’t wait to catch it from 
others. Be a carrier.” 

Mr Corr went on to say, 
“If there is one thing in 
common with all those 
you see on stage tonight, 
it is a healthy attitude. 
A healthy attitude of the 
heart. And a healthy atti-
tude of the mind.”

Newhaven College is 
incredibly proud of its 

teaching and non-academ-
ic staff. Director of Learn-
ing, Karen Milkins-Hen-
dry, was recognised for 20 
years of service, acknowl-
edging her contribution 
to College Leadership, 
teaching and learning, 
theatre, House mentoring 
and mathematics across 
more than three decades 
at the school. For more 
than 10 years of service, 
recipients included Ju-
nior School teachers Mar-
celle Krieg, Fiona Smart, 
Bridget Haines (Librar-
ian), plus Finance Man-
ager Donna Stone, Middle 
School Teacher Melissa 
McMillan, and Senior 
School teachers Anna Pa-
terson and Sharon Pater-
son.

A wide range of awards 
was presented to recog-
nise outstanding achieve-
ment in Academic Stud-
ies, Music, Sport, Values, 
Theatre and Drama, De-
sign, Visual Arts, Tech-
nology, and Building and 
Construction. Year 11 
students Aoife O’Connell 
and Isabel Mahon were 
awarded Dux for 2025, 
along with Aidan Kelly, 
announced as Dux for 
Year 10 and Zoe Arnott 
for Year 9.

Major award recipients 
included: Senior School 
Dux Awards to Zoe Ar-
nott (Year 9), Aidan Kelly 
(Year 10), Isabel Mahon 
and Aoife O’Connell (Year 
11); ADF Long Tan Youth 
Leadership and Team-
work Award to Zoe Pa-
terson (Year 10); ADF 
Future Innovators Award 
to Aidan Kelly (Year 10); 
The Kwong Lee Dow 
Young Scholars Program 
to Mia Thompson (Year 
10); Luke Bolding Memo-
rial Award to Freya Berry 
(Year 11); St Vincent de 
Paul Society Frederic 
Ozanam Awards to Char-
lie Matthews and Sierra 
Phillips (Year 6); The Ben-
digo Bank Community 
Mindedness Awards to 
Hayden Hopkins, Yasmin 
Gloria, River Hume and 
Jack Hungerford (Year 9); 
Rotary Outstanding Com-
munity Service Award to 
Lucy Gojrzewski (Year 5) 
and Ned Scott (Year 8); 
Reverend John Leaver 
Award to Isabel Mahon 
(Year 11); Donald Cam-
eron OAM Award to Man-
ning de Gooyer (Year 10); 
Peter Reith AM Memorial 
Prize to Georgia Sanders 
(Year 9); and Duke of Ed-
inburgh Awards where 13 
students completed their 
Bronze Award with Silver 
awarded to Jasira Der-
ham (Year 11).

The College commu-
nity congratulates all 
2025 award recipients. 
Newhaven College’s com-
mitment to nurturing 
students across sport, 
music, public speaking, 
academic pursuits and 
creative endeavours is 
reflected in the diverse 
range of awards present-
ed on the night.

Newhaven College Year 11 student Isabel Mahon was awarded 
the Reverend John Leaver Award, pictured with Louisa Warnock, 
Executive General Manager, Ecumenical Schools Australia and 
principal Tony Corr.

Newhaven College Year 10 student, Aidan Kelly, was awarded 
the ADF Future Innovators Award and Dux of Year 10, pictured 
with Chair of the Board David Jobe and principal Tony Corr.

Newhaven College Year 10 student Zoe Paterson was awarded the 
ADF Long Tan Youth Leadership and Teamwork Award, pictured 
with mum and Newhaven College teacher, Sharon Paterson and 
Chair of the Board David Jobe.

Newhaven College Year 10 student Mia Thompson was awarded 
the Kwong Lee Dow Young Scholars Program, presented by Chair 
of the Board David Jobe and principal Tony Corr.

Christina and Chris received the 
Spirit of Mary MacKillop Award at St 
Joseph’s Primary School’s graduation.

The St Joseph’s Spirit Award went 
to Billie and Jed at the Wonthaggi 
school’s graduation on Friday.

Award recipients at St Joseph’s 
Primary School’s graduation were 
Lincoln (STEAM), and Archie 
(Performing Arts).

Award recipients at St Joseph’s 
Primary School’s graduation were 
Zaya (Physical Education) and Ruby 
(Italian).

St Joseph’s Primary School, 
Wonthaggi, school captains Charlie, 
Patrick, Billie and Aayush lighting 
the advent candle at graduation on 
Friday night.

Students graduate at 
St Joes Wonthaggi
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THE 2025 Dux of St Paul’s Anglican 
Grammar School is Hanting (George) 
Huang, from Morwell, who received an 
ATAR of 99.35. Hanting scored a perfect 
50 in Literature, as well as study scores 
of 48 in English, 46 in Health and Human 
Development and 43 in Chemistry. Other 
impressive performers with an ATAR above 
98 were Omkar Joshi of Traralgon, with an 
ATAR of 98.8; Thomas Prestidge of Warra-
gul, with an ATAR of 98.65, including a per-
fect score of 50 in Legal Studies; and Estelle 
Dieu of Darnum, with an ATAR of 98.45.

Other very high achievers included: Philip-
pa Steenholdt of Warragul with 97.6, Aru 
Korula of Traralgon with 96.1, Haridu Ka-
handawa Appuhamillage of Warragul with 
94.2, Aaron Cromie of Poowong with 93.55, 
Anna Sterling of Ellinbank with 93.1, Troy 
Aitken of Churchill with 92.75, Riley Pyke 
of Moe with 92.5, Sydelle Isaacs of Warragul 
with 91.55, William Blackwood of Warragul 
with 91.55, Sarah Weeks of Warragul with 
91.3, Lucia Trenton of Neerim East with 
90.45, Dylan Wilson of Warragul with 90.2 
and Giaan McConville Plant of Warragul 
with 90.2.

Year 11 student Husni Fahmi achieved a 
perfect score of 50 in Biology. Year 11 stu-
dent Asmi Pathania also achieved a 50 in 
Biology, in addition to the 50 she achieved 
in General Mathematics in 2024.

Study scores of over 40 were achieved in 
Biology, Legal Studies, English, Literature, 
English Language, History Revolutions, 
Visual Communication and Design, Food 
Studies, Health and Human Development, 
Physics, Philosophy, Art Creative Practice, 
Product Design Hard Materials, General 
Mathematics, Chemistry, Psychology, VET 
Sport and Recreation, Maths Methods and 
Accounting.

“The School is incredibly proud of the way 
the Class of 2025 embraced every opportu-
nity they were presented with both in and 
outside of the classroom. They have applied 
themselves to their studies in a dedicated 
and enthusiastic manner and balanced this 
with involvement in a wide array of co-cur-
ricular pursuits,” the school stated.

“In all, 15 per cent of students achieved an 
ATAR over 90 and 35 per cent of the cohort 
achieved an ATAR over 80. The fact that St 
Paul’s does not stream students out of Year 
12, or offer a VM stream, means that these 
results are truly indicative of the quality en-
vironment of learning and teaching that St 
Paul’s offers.

“This year’s cohort have a variety of plans 
for the immediate future, from tertiary study 
in areas such as health, commerce and law, 
as well as employment opportunities such 
as apprenticeships and Australian Defence 
Force traineeships. We are pleased to note 
the increasing number of students who 
have already secured conditional places in 
tertiary institutions prior to the comple-
tion of Year 12. We are equally proud of the 
number of students who secured employ-
ment as soon as their studies concluded. 
We look forward to continuing to work with 
the Class of 2025 and helping them find a 
post-school pathway which allows them to 
pursue their potential.

“We are incredibly proud of the Class of 
2025 and wish them the very best for the 
future.”

— 2025 VCE RESULTS —

St Paul’s Principal Cameron Herbert 
with the St Paul’s 2025 Dux, Hanting 
(George) Huang, who received an ATAR 
of 99.35. 

St Paul’s celebrates 
Hanting’s 99.35

Milla earns dux of Bass Coast College
AFTER a turbulent start 

to her secondary education, 
Milla Laub ended her high 
school experience on an excit-
ing note, becoming the 2025 
dux of Bass Coast College.

Milla received a score of 95.2 
on Thursday, December 11.

Bass Coast College’s top 
10 ATAR scores ranged from 
95.2 into the high 80s.

“This year definitely had its 
ups and downs. There were 
good scores, bad scores and 
good memories, but I’m really 
proud of myself and super 
happy overall,” she said.

“I didn’t expect to get dux. 
I was really happy with my 
score, and dux was just the 
cherry on top.”

Milla said she was thrilled 
to receive a score of 40 in 
chemistry this year, as well as 
a 47 in a Year 12 subject she 
completed last year.

She now has her sights set 
on Deakin University, where 
she wants to complete an 
undergraduate degree in 
nutrition and dietetics, be-
fore looking to go to medical 
school down the track.

Milla and her cohort started 
their secondary college expe-
rience during the COVID-19 
lockdown, but the disrup-
tions did not end there.

“The students went through 
COVID in years 7 and 8, and 
in Year 9 our new campus was 
built so they had to separate 
before coming back together 
in Year 10. It was a really dis-
ruptive time, but they’ve done 
really well,” Wonthaggi cam-
pus principal Alison Gill said.

Milla said coming back from 
the COVID-19 lockdown was 
unsettling, but she was grate-
ful for the normalcy through 

her final year.
“Coming back into the 

school setting (after lock-
down) was kind of scary and 
a little draining, but I think 
this year with everyone be-
ing in the same boat as me, it 
felt a little more comfortable. 
I knew whatever struggles I 
was facing, everyone around 
me was feeling the same way,” 
she said.

Ms Gill said Bass Coast Col-
lege is extremely proud of its 
class of 2025.

“They have been a really 
good group. They’ve faced 
some challenges during their 
secondary education, but 
they’ve been resilient and 
have shown some good learn-
ing habits this year. We’re re-
ally proud of them,” she said.

Milla has also been recog-
nised as the inaugural re-
cipient of the Universities 
Centre (CUC) Bass Coast 
Award, marking the first 
time this award has been 
presented in the Bass Coast 
community.

The award has been pre-
sented to one student from 
each of the seven second-
ary schools across the South 
Gippsland and Bass Coast 
region, recognising the ef-
forts of students striving high 
to achieve their educational 
goals in their final year. 

Milla receives a Certificate 
of Achievement and a $500 
contribution to support her 
ongoing educational jour-
ney, including study-related 
expenses such as books,  

technology, or course fees.
“Launching the CUC Bass 

Coast Student Achievement 
Award is a really proud mo-
ment for us as we enter our 
fourth year of supporting lo-
cal people engaged in higher 
education in our region,” CUC 
Bass Coast Centre Manager 
Sarah Bourke said.

“It’s about celebrating the 
determination and hard work 
of local students and shin-
ing a light on what’s possible 
when young people are sup-
ported to pursue their goals.

“This award is already help-
ing to raise the Centre’s pro-
file and to build aspiration in 
our community, showing stu-
dents and families that you 
can live and study locally, and 
still achieve big.” 

Back from left, Georgia Hamilton, Milla Laub, Sarah Seuren, Lyra Lockhart, front from 
left, Spencer Ferguson, Harvey Green and Judson Battye were among the students to 
receive the top 10 highest ATAR scores at Bass Coast College in 2025. Tk01_5025

Newhaven College celebrates 2025 VCE results
DUX of Newhaven College, 

Lara Smyth, celebrated an ex-
ceptional ATAR of 99.15, plac-
ing her in the top one per cent 
of Victoria at the announce-
ment of VCE results on Thurs-
day. Lara was closely followed 
by Isaac Savona, who received 
the exceptional ATAR of 97.55.

Newhaven College Principal, 
Mr Tony Corr, congratulated 
all this year’s VCE students 
on an incredible result. “We 
are proud to share that four-
teen of our students (18.4 per 
cent) earned an ATAR (Austra-
lian Tertiary Entrance Rank) 
above 90, placing them among 
the top 10 per cent statewide. 
Additionally, more than 35 per 
cent of students attained an 
ATAR above 80, ranking in the 
top 20 per cent across Victoria. 
The College’s median ATAR of 
71.55 reflects the dedication of 
our students and the support 
of our hard-working staff.

“A special commendation 
goes to Lara Smyth, who has 
been named College Dux, hav-
ing attained the remarkable 
ATAR of 99.15. This places 
Lara in the top one per cent of 
students in Victoria – a truly 
exceptional achievement. Con-
gratulations also to our College 
Proxime, Isaac Savona, who 
achieved an impressive ATAR 
of 97.55. We also recognise the 
achievements of other students 
who scored above 90 in their 
ATAR: Ruben Jungwirth, Cec-
ily de Gooyer, Abby Papas, Ro-
salie Spencer, Grace Howlett, 

Charlotte Derham, Mackenzie 
Cameron, Jazz Mau, Yianni 
Caffieri, Grace Morris and Ga-
briel Di Falco.”

Students who received study 
scores of 40 or higher, plac-
ing them within the top eight 
per cent of the state, include: 
Art Creative Practice – Lola 
Afford, Abby Papas; Biology 
– Grace Howlett, Isabel Ma-
hon*, Tilly Stecher*, Jasmine 
Ruffin*; Chemistry – Ruben 
Jungwirth, Isaac Savona, Lara 
Smyth; English – Miranda Za-
lunardo, Grace Howlett, Abby 
Papas, Gabriel Di Falco, Lara 
Smyth; Foundation Mathemat-
ics – Sienna Bell; General Math-
ematics – Harry Arceo*, Nissa  

Campbell Walker, Ayden Fawaz; 
Health and Human Develop-
ment – Grace Morris; Legal 
Studies – Grace Morris; Music 
Contemporary Performance – 
Cecily de Gooyer, Isaac Savona, 
Archie Robson; Outdoor and 
Environmental Studies – Joey 
Thompson, River Henderson*, 
Bailey Leed; Physics – Mack-
enzie Cameron; Psychology – 
Marnie Banks, Jazz Mau, Finn 
O’Brien, Abby Papas; Systems 
Engineering – Ruben Jung-
wirth; Theatre Studies – Cecily 
de Gooyer; and VET Music Y2 
- Aoife O’Connell*. 

“The 2025 graduating  
cohort has been a wonderful 
presence within our school 

community. Their hard work, 
enthusiasm and consistently 
positive attitude have shone 
through every aspect of school 
life. These qualities are evident 
in the outstanding academic 
outcomes they have achieved. 
We are immensely proud of 
every member of our Year 12 
class and sincerely thank them 
for the many ways they have 
enriched our school during 
their time at Newhaven College. 
As they embark on their future, 
we wish them every success 
and happiness in all that lies 
ahead,” concluded Mr Corr.

* Denotes Year 11 students 
undertaking a Unit 3 and 4 
subject.

Nine of the 14 high achievers from Newhaven College, who scored 90 or above. From left, 
Isaac Savona, Yianni Caffieri, Abby Papas, Grace Morris, Jazz Mau, Cecily de Gooyer, Lara 
Smyth, Mackenzie Cameron and Ruben Jungwirth.
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— 2025 VCE RESULTS —

Year 12 Dux of Korumburra 
Secondary College, Holly 
Fowler, is looking forward to 
studying social work next year 
at RMIT. B27_5025

WITH an impressive ATAR score 
of 85.9, Korumburra Secondary 
College Year 12 Dux Holly Fowler 
has her sights set on studying so-
cial work at RMIT.

After taking the lead role as the 
couch in this year’s Korumburra 
S.C. school production of ‘If This 
Couch Could Talk’, Holly offered 
some simple advice for next year’s 
Year 12 cohort.

“Put yourself out there and try 
your best, make it what you want 
it to be.

“Pick subjects that you enjoy and 
like.”

If This Couch Could Talk took 
the audience on a nostalgic journey 
through the past 50 years, explor-
ing how urban life has evolved, one 
decade at a time, through the eyes 
of unexpected hero Holly as the 
humble couch.

Holly was school captain in 2025 
with Riley McIntosh, Kiera Witton 
and Marty Cook.

Holly Fowler Dux of 
Korumburra SC

BENJAMIN Watson has been 
named Dux of Chairo Christian 
School’s Leongatha campus with 
an ATAR of 97.65, capping the 
school’s first ever Year 12 cohort.

Mr Watson studied English, 
Specialist Maths, Maths Methods 
and Physics this year, having al-
ready completed Units 3 and 4 
of General Maths in Year 10 and 
Certificate III in Christian Minis-
try and Theology in Year 11.

Principal Amy Stork said the 
milestone reflected years of plan-
ning from staff, students and 
families.

“Over the course of completing 
his VCE, Benjamin has demon-
strated a commitment to both 
academic excellence and spiritual 
growth,” Ms Stork said.

“He set a high standard for aca-
demic excellence and character, 
and we couldn’t be prouder of 
him and his peers.”

Mr Watson said he was relieved 
to have his results and was look-
ing forward to a restful summer.

He plans to study a Bachelor of 
Commerce and Actuarial Science 
at Monash University next year.

Benjamin Watson 
Dux of Chairo

Benjamin Watson’s hard 
work has paid off, being Dux 
of Chairo Christian School’s 
Leongatha campus.

Local graduates shine across diverse 
pathways in a record-breaking year

LEONGATHA Secondary Col-
lege on Thursday celebrated the 
end of Year 12 for the Class of 
2025, a cohort that has secured 
outstanding academic and voca-
tional results. 

That includes exceptional 
ATAR outcomes, with an over-
all mean study score of 28.5, 
and 17 study scores above 40, 
along with an impressive num-
ber of VCE Vocational Major 
and SBAT (School-Based Ap-
prenticeship and Traineeship) 
completions.

Chloe Le Page is the college’s 
VCE Dux with an ATAR of 94.4, 
while Mackenna Anderson is 
the VCE VM Dux for 2025 for 
her excellent achievement, lead-
ership, attendance, and com-
mitment across all areas of the 
program, including her VCE 
VM studies, VET and SWL/
SBAT programs. 

Mackenna is excited to be the 
school’s first VCE VM Dux, feel-
ing the achievement sends an 
important message.

“It proves that VM is just as 
successful and hard as VCE,” 
she said, stressing it is wrong to 
see the vocational stream as an 
easy option.

“You can get so much out of 
it,” Mackenna said, noting she 
is moving into a full-time job 
with Ray White Real Estate in 
Leongatha as a result of taking 
the VM approach and her expe-
rience working at the business 
during Year 12.

“I feel it teaches you more 
skills for real life,” she said of 
the VM, highlighting learning 
how to communicate with dif-
ferent people and develop lead-
ership skills as among the ben-
efits. 

At Ray White, she has so far 
done mostly administrative 
work, but from next year will 
undertake a traineeship and 
her Certificate IV in Real Estate 
Practice, focusing on property 
management, sales, and sales 
administration, among other 
areas.

Mackenna also looks forward 
to future world travel.

Chloe was pleasantly sur-
prised to be LSC’s VCE Dux.

“I wasn’t expecting it at all,” 
she said, expressing pride in 
her hard work and saying she 
was consistent in her efforts 
throughout the year, being  

motivated to push herself to get 
a good score.

Chloe has set her sights on 
Monash University in Clayton, 
with interests in studying law, 
economics and politics and the 
likelihood of tackling a double 
degree, a career as a politician or 
in law being strong possibilities.

Principal Brad Hutchinson 
praised the overall results, ex-
pressing pride in the college’s 
graduating students and wish-
ing them well, whether their 
next step is going to uni, en-
tering industry or undertaking 
further training.

“This group has embraced 
LSC’s culture of striving for 
excellence, supporting one an-
other, and leaning into chal-
lenges,” he said.

“From the exceptional ATAR 
achievements to the outstand-
ing VCE Vocational Major and 
SBAT completions, their col-
lective outcomes and results 
reflect the ambition and resil-
ience that define this cohort.” 

While vocational success  

continues to grow, academic 
pathways remain a cornerstone 
of student achievement at LSC, 
with 43 of the school’s VCE 
and VCE VM students prepar-
ing to begin university studies 
in 2026, hoping to enter fields 
such as Health and Medical 
Science, Education, Engineer-
ing, Law and Social Justice, 
and Design and Commerce. 

Multiple students have al-
ready been selected into Early 
Offers for universities.

VCE Dux Chloe (94.4) edged 
out Sage Deenan, who scored 
93.8, with Melissa Diggerman 
recording an ATAR of 90.95. 

The College also celebrated 
eight students with ATARs in 
the 80s.

LSC also continues to cham-
pion vocational education as a 
respected and celebrated path-
way, and 53 VCE VM gradu-
ates will step directly into paid 
work, apprenticeships or fur-
ther training, many with local 
employers ready to continue 
their mentorship into 2026. 

“Our vocational students are 
stepping into skilled roles that 
strengthen our local communi-
ty,” VCE VM coordinator Lachie 
Wright said. 

“They have had an exceptional 
year, embracing applied learn-
ing, workplace experiences, and 
practical projects.”

Lachie noted the VCE VM Dux 
award was introduced this year, 
recognising a student who dem-
onstrated outstanding achieve-
ment, leadership, attendance, 
and commitment across all ar-
eas of the program.

“We are incredibly proud of 
our VCE VM students and the 
pathways they are building, and 
wish them every success mov-
ing forward,” he said.

The Class of 2025 leaves 
LSC with outstanding results, 
strengthened skills and a sense 
of community that has an-
chored their final year, with the 
college proud of their achieve-
ments and looking forward to 
seeing their future community 
contributions

Leongatha Secondary College VCE VM Dux Mackenna Anderson and VCE Dux Chloe Le Page 
at Thursday’s Awards Assembly.  A47_5025

MARY MacKillop Catholic Re-
gional College is celebrating a 
strong set of VCE results, with 
every class of 2025 student suc-
cessfully completing their ex-
ams and many set to enter their 
preferred post-school path-
ways.

Initial results show a median 
study score of 29, with 4.4 per 
cent of all study scores reaching 
40 or above. ATAR results were 
encouraging, with 5.26 per cent 
of students achieving an ATAR 
above 90, 14.04 per cent above 
80 and almost 30 per cent re-
cording an ATAR of 70 or high-
er. 

“Congratulations to the Mary 
MacKillop Catholic Regional 
College class of 2025! We are 
very pleased and proud of our 
students’ VCE results,” princi-
pal John Freeman said.

“Fifty-seven [students] sat for 
VCE exams, and all have suc-
ceeded. The class of 2025 has 
done well. Most will gain entry 
to their first or second prefer-
ence for University. There are 
lots of excited students and 
happy families. We are proud of 
them all.”

The college’s top-performing 
students were led by Dux Anna 
Rowe, who achieved an ATAR 
of 96.5. She was followed by 
Zoe Couper with 93.5, Maeve 
Sutherland on 90.15, Liam Mc-
Nally with 87.2 and Amy Treacy 
achieving 84.6, rounding out a 
strong top five for the year.

“A huge thank-you to the 
teachers who have worked 
so well to get the most out of 
their students over the last six 
years. This stems from strong, 
effective teaching over several 

years,” Mr Freeman continued.
“There are a number of class-

es where students have a study 
score of 40 or more – this only 
happens when the teacher real-
ly knows their business and has 
worked hard for their students.

“Our Vocational Major learn-
ers have also done very well. 
Fifteen students were pursuing 
applied pathways, and with no-
table success, of the 15:
• �Two have secured places in 

their preferred TAFE courses  
• �Four have gained traineeship/

apprenticeships
• �Six have begun employment  
• �Three are seeking TAFE/Em-

ployment
“Congratulations to all stu-

dents and our staff on the 2025 
results. Mary MacKillop Catho-
lic Regional College is proud of 
you and of your achievements.”

Anna Rowe was named Dux 
for Mary MacKillop Leongatha, 
achieving an ATAR of 96.5.

Mary MacKillop Catholic Regional College delivers solid VCE results
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WONTHAGGI THEATRICAL GROUP PRESENTS

7  to 11  January 2026th th

WONTHAGGI STATE COAL MINE
Book by 

Kevin Del Aguila

Music and lyrics by
George Noriega

& Joel Someillan

Tickets at www.wtg.org.au 
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Magic Dirt mark milestone at Archies Creek
MAGIC Dirt will roar back into 

Bass Coast on Saturday, Decem-
ber 20 as they celebrate 25 years 
of their career defining anthem 
‘Dirty Jeans.’ The outdoor show 
at Archies Creek is expected to 
be one of the venue’s biggest 
rock nights of the year, with 
doors opening at 8pm before the 
band hits the stage at 8.30pm. 

What began as a rough cas-
sette demo in a Melbourne share 
house has become a song that 
refuses to fade. Adalita admitted 
she never imagined Dirty Jeans 
would amount to much when 
she first scribbled it down in 
1999. She said it was almost lost 
among the band’s noisy and cha-
otic jams. She added that at the 
time she had started to feel hap-
pier and was experimenting with 
more upbeat ideas. Out of that 
shift came Dirty Jeans, a bright 
pop leaning track that surprised 
everyone, including her. 

“It is such an important song, 
and I cannot overstate it,” she 
said. 

“It was unexpected because it 
was just a scrap of a song and 
I even wanted to pass on it be-
cause I didn’t think there was 
anything in it.” 

She said the late Dean Turner, 
the band’s bass player, heard 
something special on the demo 
tape and convinced her to keep 
working on it. 

“He was right. I was so sur-
prised at the audience’s reaction 
to that song. It was huge and it 
carried us for a long time.”

Dirty Jeans went on to reach 
number 12 in the Triple J Hot-
test 100, number 11 on the ARIA 
alternative chart and number 
68 on the national chart. For a 
band known for grit and chaotic 
live energy, its success marked a 
turning point. 

“To this day people love the song 
so much,” Adalita said. “It is our 
biggest baby out of all our babies.”

Adalita said the Archies Creek 
show would include “a little 
stage party when Dirty Jeans 
comes on,” with fans invited up 
to help bring the moment to life. 

“We have some other fun and 

cute surprises planned as well,” 
she said.

Archies Creek owner Peter 
Foley said he jumped at the 
chance to bring the band back. 

“Adalita is the ultimate Aus-
tralian rock chick,” he said. 

“Magic Dirt just embody the 
true spirit of rock and roll. 
They are a Geelong band, and 
they fit our audience so well.” 

The band has played the venue 
once before and Foley expects 
this return to be even bigger.

He said the night will also 
showcase the venue’s brand-
new lighting system. 

“It will be great to see that in 
action,” he said. He added that 
the show will be “a standing 
rock and roll gig, in the Austra-
lian rock and roll tradition,” and 
promised a high energy crowd 
from start to finish. 

With nostalgia, surprises and 
a song that has endured for 
a quarter of a century, Magic 
Dirt’s return promises to be 
full of life. For long-time fans 
and new listeners alike, it is 
set to be one of the summer’s 
standout gigs. For tickets, 
please visit the Archies Creek 
Hotel website. 

Magic Dirt will bring their 25-year celebration of Dirty Jeans to Archies Creek on Saturday, 
December 20, with fans promised a high energy night of rock and surprises.

By Meg Viney

SOME folk like cranberry sauce 
with turkey and/or ham.

Ingredients
• 1/2 cup of chopped almonds,
• �500g of cranberries
• �1/3 cup of orange marmalade
• �Juice of one lemon
• �1 cup sugar
• �1 cup water

Method
In a saucepan, cook sugar and 

water until it is syrup, then add the 
cranberries and cook for five min-
utes. 

Remove from the heat and add the 
marmalade and the lemon juice. 

When it has cooled, add the sliv-
ered almonds.

Ham
We used to bake our ham, but 

most people buy it already baked. 
However, to keep it fresh, soak a 
tea towel in apple cider vinegar and 
keep the ham wrapped in the tea 
towel, kept in a big plastic bag or 
ham bag in the fridge.

Stock
To make soup, cook the bone with 

some carrots, 4 peppercorns and 
3 or 4 litres of water for 24 hours. 
Strain and freeze in containers.

See Meg’s roast turkey recipe in 
next week’s edition.

Cranberry 
Sauce & Ham
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Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club, 75 Graham Street
Come and join in the laughs at South Coast FM Bingo
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WEDNESDAY 1pm - 3pm
THURSDAY 7pm - 9pm
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Sentinel-Times

Send Send 
us your us your 
photosphotos
If you’re having a 
21st, club function, 
wedding, or other 
social event, take 
some photos, name 
the people in the 
snaps and email to 
news@sgst.com.au

It won’t cost a cent to see them in print!

Free Rick 
Springfield show 
set for Gippsland

LOCAL audiences are in for something 
special next month when Late, Late at 
Night arrives at the Gippsland Performing 
Arts Centre. The show, which has been 
building a loyal following since its debut 
in 2022, will be performed in Traralgon 
on Saturday, January 10. Not much is 
free these days, though this performance 
will be, as a rare treat for the community.

Written by Melbourne playwright Kieran 
Carroll, the production steps deep into 
the life of Rick Springfield, the Australian 
American musician who became a global 
star in the 80s. Most people remember him 
for Jessie’s Girl or for his time in the band 
Zoot, but the playwright says the real story 
stretches far beyond those familiar hits. 

“The story is so much bigger, and I 
wanted to show this to Australian audi-
ences. From going to the Vietnam War to 
17 Top 40 US hits in the 80s, from mental 
health battles to films with Meryl Streep 
and collaborations with the Foo Fighters, 
Rick Springfield has had a huge life of ups 
and downs.”

Gippsland has already embraced the 
show, he said, especially after a strong 
turnout in Warragul last year. Returning 
to the region for another performance felt 
like a natural step.

Late, Late at Night is presented as a 
one man show. It mirrors the structure 
of Springfield’s own memoir and lets the 
audience sit closely with the character as 
he shifts between confidence and doubt. 
The simplicity of the format means there 
is nowhere for the performer to hide. Ev-
erything rests on him.

Fortunately, the production has found 
its ideal lead in 26-year-old Sydney per-
former Jackson Carroll. He sings, acts, 
plays guitar and piano and switches be-
tween accents with a natural ease that 
surprised even the playwright. Mr Kieran 
Carroll said it had taken a long time to 
find someone who could manage all of 
those demands and still look the part. 

“I got very lucky finding Jackson. He 
really is world class and has a big future 
ahead.”

Mr Jackson Carroll brings an emotional 
honesty to the performance that has become 
one of the strongest elements of the show. 
Audiences often walk away talking about 
him as much as they do Rick Springfield.

More than 20 Springfield songs are wo-
ven through the performance which gives 
the night both energy and nostalgia. Some 
of the biggest hits appear, although many 
people leave talking about the lesser-
known tracks that reveal a different side 
of Springfield’s work.

The playwright said making the Traral-
gon show free was important to him. 

“I love the idea of theatre being accessi-
ble for everyone. Shows can be expensive, 
and I wanted to do a show in Gippsland 
at no cost to the audience and around 
Christmas time. GPAC happily obliged.”

Late, Late at Night promises a warm 
and lively start to the new year at GPAC 
and gives local audiences the chance to 
rediscover one of Australia’s most suc-
cessful musical exports.

By Trent Westaway

Jackson Carroll performs as Rick 
Springfield in Late, Late At Night, 
which comes to GPAC on January 10

MADAGASCAR the musi-
cal is about to burst on stage 
at the Wonthaggi State Coal 
Mine.

With 30 young people in the 
cast, director Toni Osborne 
said the actors and dancers 
have come from primary and 
secondary schools at Inver-
loch, Wonthaggi and Cowes.

The show features all your 
favourite ‘crack-a-lackin’ 
friends, including Alex the 
Lion played by Ada, Marty the 
Zebra played by Alana, Lu-
cian in the role of Melman the 
Giraffe, Clover as Gloria the 
Hippo, King Julien played by 
Luciano and the plotting pen-
guins as they escape Central 
Park Zoo and find themselves 
in Madagascar, where they 
meet the Lemurs.

“It’s very joyful,” said Toni.

“A celebration with lots of 
singing and dancing, and the 
audience gets to join in the 
fun.”

The costumes have all been 
recycled from previous WTG 
productions.

“Reduce, reuse, recycle is 
our motto,” said Toni.

The set has been recycled as 
well.

Madagascar, A Musical Ad-
venture Jnr will be performed 
in The Shed at the State Coal 
Mine in Wonthaggi from Janu-
ary 7 to January 11.

It is sure to have wide ap-
peal, according to Toni Os-
borne, with family-priced 
tickets.

“The perfect show for first-
time theatregoers from kin-
dergarten kids to grandpar-
ents.”

Rowan Taylor assists director Toni Osborne with rehearsals 
for the WTG production of Madagascar, A Musical Adventure 
Jr. to be performed at the State Coal Mine. B78_5025

Coco, Niamah and Rachael in costume for their role as 
limas in the WTG production of Madagascar, A Musical 
Adventure Jr. B71_5025

Lucian as the giraffe Melman, and Luciano as King Julien 
in Madagascar, A Musical Adventure Jr. B72_5025

Rehearsals underway for Madagascar
Daisy, Grace, Abbie and Matilda playing Foosa in the WTG 

production of Madagascar. B79_5025

Penguins Stephan, Sage, Isla and Juliet during rehearsals 
for the WTG summer production of Madagascar at the State 
Coal Mine. B73_5025
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Newhaven College Year 4 students Emily 
Hardy, Venus Herath Mudiyanselage 
and Summer Humphris receive their 
Year 4 graduation certificates.

Julian Walker, Anne Davis and 
Alan Price from the Pound Creek 
Fire Brigade providing first aid at 
the Inverloch Christmas carols 
with volunteer fundraiser Rodney 
Buchannan. B56_5025

Susan, Luke and Shannon from 
Inverloch enjoying Carols in the Glade 
on a warm balmy night at Inverloch. 
B57_5025

Leanne from Inverloch celebrating 
Christmas at Carols in the Glade. 
B58_5025

Mary Ellis of Inverloch, Jacob Patullo 
from Lang Lang and Kyan Holland 
from Cape Paterson drummer for the 
Central Churches Community Band 
at Carols in the Glade. B59_5025

Newhaven College Year 9 student 
Georgia Sanders was awarded the 
Peter Reith AM Memorial Prize, 
presented by Kerrie Reith.

The Bendigo Bank Community 
Mindedness Awards were awarded 
to Newhaven College Year 9 students 
Yasmin Gloria (pictured), Hayden 
Hopkins (pictured), River Hume 
and Jack Hungerford (not pictured). 
Director Bruce Proctor awarded the 
student on stage.

Newhaven College Year 10 student 
Manning de Gooyer was awarded 
the Donald Cameron OAM Award, 
pictured with Life Governor Pamela 
Cameron and Meryl Reid.

Liza Chandler helping Margaret 
Griffin with her late night Christmas 
shopping at Bliss in Inverloch. 
B08_5025

Loretta Berton travelled from 
Wimbledon Heights to enjoy 
Christmas Carols in the Glade at 
Inverloch. B61_5025

Newhaven College Year 5 student Lucy 
Gojrzewski and Year 8 student Ned 
Scott (not pictured) were awarded 
Rotary’s Outstanding Community 
Service Award, presented by Rotary’s 
Brian Holloway and Gary Simmons.

Brodie James and Mycalie James 
from Wonthaggi in a festive mood for 
Carols in the Glade. B62_5025

Newhaven College Year 11 student 
Freya Berry was awarded the Luke 
Bolding Memorial Award, presented 
by Robyn Bolding and Life Governor 
Greg Price of Alex Scott Real Estate.

Alex McEntee all smiles shopping for 
Christmas at Red Cross in Inverloch. 
B18_5025

The St Vincent de Paul Society Frederic 
Ozanam Awards were awarded to Year 
6 students Sierra Phillips and Charlie 
Matthews, presented by Cath Huther 
on behalf of St Vincent de Paul secretary 
Linda Sparkes.

Lisa Frawley, Hazel Missen and Carole 
Livesey from Inverloch Lions serving 
hot food for the big crowd at Carols 
in the Glade. B70_5025

Sentinel-Times
>>> ORDER THESE AND OTHER PHOTOS 5672 1888

Pictures of you and your friends at Inverloch Carols,
Newhaven College Award Presentations and  

Inverloch shopping.

Erin, Adrian, Logan and Ambor from Inverloch listening to Carols in the 

Glade at Inverloch. B60_5025
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ACROSS
1 Agricultural aid (7)
5 Under (7)
9 Ancient Middle East (11)
10 Biological blueprint  

(abbr) (1,1,1)
11 Too (2,4)

12 Times of the year (7)
14 Close (4)
15 Island nation east of 

Mozambique (10)
17 Permitted (10)
19 Stern (4)
20 Chowhound (7)

22 Very poor person (6)
25 Chest bone (3)
26 Mountainous Islamic 

country (11)
28 Gave away (7)
29 Hair above the eye (7)

DOWN
1 Volume (4)
2 Helper (9)
3 Conical tent (5)
4 Revenge (11)
5 Backside (3)
6 Falls on the US-Canadian 

border (7)
7 Of sound (5)
8 Strong-willed (10)
12 Great playwright (11)
13 In peril (10)
16 Tradesman (9)
18 Pariah (7)
21 Citified (5)
23 Combine (5)
24 Frozen flakes (4)
27 Deity (3)

SOLUTION

 No. 220WORDFIT

9-LETTER

3 LETTERS
ADD

ADS

ALE

APE

ASH

CHI

EAT

ELM

ERA

ERR

EVE

HEM

HOP

IRE

LIP

NOR

ORE

PAD

TAP

TEE

TUB

UTE

4 LETTERS
CAGE

COMA

EPIC

HIST

KEEL

LASS

SHUN

STEP

TALK

WENT

5 LETTERS
ACRES

ALIBI

ANNUL

APART

ATLAS

ATONE

BATHE

BESTS

CONES

COURT

ENROL

ESSAY

GAMUT

GAUNT

GORES

HAULS

ICIER

LARGE

LLAMA

MAUVE

METRE

MUCUS

NEEDY

NOBLE

OLDEN

PASTY

PENCE

POKED

RAINS

RARES

RILES

SCREW

SEEMS

SHORE

SICKO

SLEPT

SMOKO

SNARL

SNIPE

SPEED

TERSE

TINES

TITLE

TRIBE

TRIED

UNCLE

UNITE

UPSET

6 LETTERS
LEASES

LEPERS

LOSERS

MAPPER

MEASLY

TRADED

7 LETTERS
AMASSED

DEALERS

EROSION

RATTLES

RECLUSE

RUDDIER

8 LETTERS
CALENDAR

OPERATOR

PEDALLED

PREMIERE

10 LETTERS
ELECTRONIC

SCAPEGOATS

S H U N

No. 311CROSSWORD

Y

R

M E

N

IL

I

L
Using the nine letters in the grid, how many 
words of four letters or more can you list? 
The centre letter must be included and each 
letter may only be used once. No colloquial 
or foreign words. No capitalised nouns, 
apostrophes or plural nouns ending in ‘s’.

Each number corresponds to a letter of the alphabet. Two have been filled in 
for you, can you work out the rest?

Can you find all the words listed?  
The leftover letters will spell out a secret message.

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from 1 to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical columns, each 
of the nine horizontal rows and each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Remember, no number can occur more than 
once in any row, column or box.

12 words: Good

18 words: Very good

24 words: Excellent

Today’s Aim:
emir, lien, lime, 
limner, line, liner, lire, 
lyre, merlin, mien, 
mile, miler, miller, 
milliner, MILLINERY, 
mine, miner, mire, 
myelin, rein, rely, rile, 
rime, yell

CODEWORD: 1 = V, 2 = D, 3 = Y, 4 = T, 5 = E, 6 = Z, 7 = H, 8 = U, 9 = R, 10 = B, 11 = J, 12 = I, 13 = G, 14 = W, 15 = X, 16 = O,  
17 = P, 18 = A, 19 = S, 20 = C, 21 = F, 22 = Q, 23 = M, 24 = K, 25 = N, 26 = L

No. 301CODEWORD

WORD SEARCH

SUDOKU

5

N
25 4 9 8 19 4 16 24 18 3 19

15 18

N
25 16 1

L
26

L
26

4 16 15 12 20 17 9 5 23 12 19 5

9 12 16 17 9 10 12

18 20 20 16 23 17

L
26 12 19 7 12

N
25 13

18 21 5 7 7

10 18 10 16 16

N
25 23 18 11 16 9 19

L
26 9 2 2 9

16 9

N
25 12 4 7 16

L
26 16 13 12 19 4

4 12 18 6 14 13 3

4 5

N
25 18 10

L
26 5 12 9 18 22 12

5 5

L
26

N
25

N
25 23

N
25

9 12 19 24 3 19 18 13 13 12

N
25 13

1 5

1 7

5 6

5 8 1 2

6 4 9

4 7 6 3 9 1

6 2 5 7 1 4

6 5 4

1 9 3 2

EASY

5 9 2 7

3 1 6

7 1 2 6

3 5 2

2 6 4

4 3

4 5

1 2 9

6 7 3

MEDIUM

159862347

983714625

735198264

346571982

527986431

214635879

872349516

461253798

698427153

EASY

MEDIUM

971824356

495137268

753912684

584396127

836249571

248763915

362571849

127658493

619485732

SO
LU

TI
O

N

SO
LU

TI
O

N

BATHEGORESTERSE
ENROLAPARTRAINS
SNIPEMETREATLAS
TUBCOURTPADERA
SLEPTTALKMEASLY

ORETEEADD
SMOKOLOSERSSHUN
CALENDARLASSAPE
RUDDIERRECLUSE
EVECAGEPEDALLED
WENTLEPERSPASTY

ALEIREHEM
MAPPERCOMAGAUNT
UTEASHSICKONOR
CONESICIERALIBI
UNCLESHORETITLE
SEEMSTINESSPEED

SO
LU

TI
O

N

SOLUTIONS

T A D D D E S T I N A T I O N

S U B D N A L S I T P L Y C M

A J F A F L Y T E R E A A S O

O T E S N N I I T A A M C T T

C N R T M N B P V I P H H K E

P E R T E O O E Y N E G T O L

U T Y R A E X P E D I T I O N

H I A T U S R P U L A K E E Y

E R U S I E L L F K L A W K A

Y A G U I D E A H O T E L I W

S T N A R U A T S E R R S H A

A I R P O R T R B I K E I L T

P T N E M E S U M A V L I P E

B A G G A G E O N I B A C G G

O P A M H O S T E L S X R T N

AIRPORT
AMUSEMENT
BAGGAGE
BIKE
BOAT
BUS
CABIN
CAMP
COAST
DESTINATION
EXPEDITION
FERRY
FLIGHT
FLY
FOREIGN

GETAWAY
GUIDE
HIATUS
HIKE
HOSTEL
HOTEL
INN
ISLAND
ITINERARY
JET
LAKE
LEAVE
LEISURE
MAP
MOTEL

PACK
RELAX
RESTAURANT
SAIL
SCHEDULE
SEA
TENT
TIP
TOUR
TRAIN
TRIP
VISA
WALK
YACHT

1. Which spice is derived 
from the flower of crocus 
sativus?

2. What is the northernmost 
capital city in the world?

3. Jack Black (pictured) plays 
which children’s author in 
the Goosebumps series  
of films?

4. True or false: jelly babies 
were originally known as 
‘unclaimed babies’?

5. Which of the following is 
not a cut of beef: skirt,  
shirt or shank?

6. New Zealand was named 
after a province of which 
country?

7. What does the ‘E’ stand  
for in BASE jumping?

8. Mickey Mantle is best 
known for playing which 
sport?

9. What is the name of Linus’ 
sister in the Peanuts 
comics?

10. Who wrote the novel 
Crime and Punishment?

QUICK QUIZ 

ANSWERS: 1. Saffron 2. Reykjavík 3. R.L. Stine 4. True 5. Shirt 6. The Netherlands 7. Earth 
8. Baseball 9. Lucy 10. Fyodor Dostoyevsky

PUZZLES

| PUZZLES AND PAGINATION ©1212

1 14
2 15
3 16
4 17
5 18
6 19
7 20
8 21
9 22
10 23
11 24
12 25 N
13 26 L

No. 311

No. 310

No. 221

SECRET MESSAGE: Add a stamp to your 
passport
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Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

360 Fullers Road,Foster
For Sale: $1,299,000
Agent Ray White Foster
David County 0417 397 650
*Approximately

4 2 4 66 Acres*

RAY White Leongatha is thrilled to 
announce the newest member of their 
sales team – Brooke Howard, a move 
set to strengthen the agency’s market 
presence in and around the Korum-
burra area.

Born and raised in Korumburra, 
Brooke brings an authentic under-
standing of the town’s character, its 
people and the unique appeal that con-
tinues to attract buyers from across 
South Gippsland and beyond. Her local 
knowledge is not just extensive, it’s per-
sonal, and it positions her as a power-
ful advocate for both buyers and sellers 
seeking honest guidance in a competi-
tive market.

Brooke’s background in administra-
tion and property management has 
built a solid foundation for communica-
tion, organisation and client care. These 
experiences have shaped her ability to 
listen deeply, respond thoughtfully and 
deliver a consistently high level of ser-
vice.

With 79 sales recorded this year and a 
strong median house price of $565,000, 
the Korumburra property market con-
tinues to show solid demand and steady 
growth. These figures highlight that the 
town’s market is remaining strong and 
opportunities are continuing to grow, 
reinforcing confidence amongst both 
homeowners and investors.

Brooke is dedicated to being an ap-
proachable and attentive guide for her 
clients, offering clear communication 
and genuine support through every 
step of the sales process. She under-
stands that buying or selling a home is 
often one of life’s biggest decisions, and 
prides herself on helping clients navi-
gate those challenging moments with 
confidence, clarity, and care.

Ray White is delighted to have Brooke 
on board. Whether you’re buying, sell-
ing, or simply seeking guidance, Brooke 
Howard is ready to help you make your 
next move with confidence.

Brooke Howard 0400 206 605

Brooke Howard joins Ray White Leongatha

THIS well-designed, large family home 
is perfectly located just out of the town-
ship of Foster.

Under five kilometres from town on a 
sealed road, this well-maintained four-
bedroom, two-bathroom family home is 
set on approximately 66 acres, includ-
ing 40 acres of fenced paddocks, each 
with its own dam, making this perfect 
grazing land. The rest is natural bush-
land with a tidal creek running through 
it that leads out to Corner Inlet. A blue-
berry orchard with approximately 500 
blueberry plants is fully fenced and well 
set out to make picking easy.

A large 12x6.5m workshop with pow-
er, concrete floor and high roof sits next 
to the house.

The second large shed is of a similar 
size, also with power, and is located 
away from the house and would make 
an ideal machinery or hay shed.

Inside the house are four good-sized 
bedrooms, the master with an ensuite 
and carpet in all the bedrooms as well 
as built-in robes. The main living area 
has a tiled floor, a wood heater and a 
split system heater/cooler. The open 
plan kitchen includes Caesarstone 
stone bench tops, an island bench, 
dishwasher and heaps of storage. A sec-
ond living area comes off the main area 
that can be closed off, perfect for a rum-
pus room or home office.

A large rear deck that joins to an un-
dercover BBQ area looks over a dam 
with its own jetty, perfect for a swim 
or as a backdrop for entertaining. The 
dam is fully fenced for safety. The front 
of the house has well-established gar-
dens, lawns and a carport.

Over 110,000 litres of water storage 
in five different tanks and two hot water 
services.

This has been the perfect home for 
this family for the past 25 years and 
their time has come to move on. This 
means it’s time for a new family to move 
in and start making new memories.

For more information or to arrange a 
private inspection, please contact David 
County 0417 397 650 at Ray White Fos-
ter. Inspections strictly by appointment.

Family home 
just out of town
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Ray White Leongatha
03 5662 5800    
15 Bair Street, Leongatha
raywhiteleongatha.com.au     

Ray White Foster & Sandy Point
03 5639 9202
17 Main Street, Foster
raywhitefoster.com.au
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7-
V6

23 Shingler Street, Leongatha  
A SMART START OR EASY INVESTMENT
• Light filled living
• Thoughtfully updated 
• Easy stroll to town centre 
• Set on a 965m2 block
Kasey Bowman 0439 207 196
$460,000

For Sale

2       1       1

6 Blackwood Drive, Foster
BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED
• Open plan kitchen lounge and dining
• Main BR at rear with ensuite and WIR
• Secure side access for caravan and boat
• Beautiful garden and close to town
Wendy Gregson 0477 665 868
$699,000

For Sale

3       2       2

Devon North         
GRAZING & LIFESTYLE PROPERTY
• 123 acres with excellent infrastructure
• Extensively renovated home and grounds
• 15km from Yarram
• Located at end of laneway
Peter Bellingham 0439 178 653    
$1,200,000

For Sale

30 Bent Street, Leongatha  
SPACE, STYLE & SERENITY
• Beautifully renovated throughout
• Large 1,151m2 block
• Spacious undercover outdoor entertaining
• Shedding options for storage and vehicles 
Kasey Bowman 0439 207 196
$695,000

For Sale

Stony Creek
MAKE THIS COTTAGE YOUR OWN!
• Partly renovated cottage
• Cleared 4.2 acres with rolling hill views
• 6x12m concrete floor shed
• Private setting
Peter Bellingham 0439 178 653
$595,000 2       1       

49 Beach Parade, Sandy Point                   
GREAT LOCATION
• Fully renovated, move in and enjoy
• Coveted front row location
• Low maintenance 616m2 block
• Fully fenced and pet friendly
Peter Bellingham 0439 178 653
$890,000

For Sale

3       2       2

16 Bellingham Street, Leongatha  
PRIME TOWN CENTRE LIVING 
• A generous 1,248m² flat block
•  Dual access 
•  Comfortable and well maintained home
•  A short walk from local shops & cafés
Michael Hanily 0417 311 756 
$675,000

For Sale

325 Meeniyan-Promontory Rd, Meeniyan      
RURAL TRANQUILLITY 
• Set on an expansive 4.42 acres
• Vaulted ceilings and large windows
• Undercover decking overlooking gardens 
• Great shedding for storage & vehicles 
Michael Hanily 0417 311 756
$765,000

For Sale

135 Fullers Road, Foster
LIFESTYLE ACREAGE CLOSE TO TOWN
• 28 acre ideal hobby farm
• Low maintenance, updated, open plan
• 12x8 shed with concrete floor
• 4 dams, troughs and yards
Peter Bellingham 0439 178 653
$1,100,000

For Sale

3       2       3

9 Wattle Court, Sandy Point                  
QUIET COURT LOCATION
• Short walk to Ned Neal’s Lookout & beach
• Well maintained double brick home
• Sleeps up to 10 people
• Low maintenance 637m2 block
Peter Bellingham 0439 178 653
$849,000

For Sale

3       1       2

21 Shingler Street, Leongatha   
SPACE, LOCATION & FUTURE POTENTIAL
• A generous 975m² block
•  Spacious living with scope to modernise 
•  Expansive yard with side access 
•  An easy stroll to everyday amenities 
Kasey Bowman 0439 207 196   
$445,000

For Sale

3       1       2

10 Scarlett Close, Leongatha            
ELEVATED LIVING, FUTURE PROMISE
• A short walk to schools & town centre
•  Ideal first home or renovation project 
•  Undercover outdoor patio
•  Established low maintenance gardens
David Trotman 0418 589 805 
$575,000

For Sale

3       2       2 3       1       1

20 Willow Grove, Leongatha           
PEACEFUL, LOW MAINTENANCE ESCAPE
• Tucked away in a no-through setting
•  Open plan layout
•  Stylish kitchen, stainless steel appliances
•  Inviting outdoor entertaining area
Michael Hanily 0417 311 756 
$645,000

For Sale

3       2       2

55 McCartin Street, Leongatha 
PRIME CORNER DEVELOPMENT 
• Rare commercial development site
• 783m² block (approx)
• Street frontage with rear lane access 
• Cleared and ready for development
Michael Hanily 0417 311 756
$495,000

For Sale

1/1 Victory Avenue, Foster 
FIRST HOME BUYERS/INVESTORS!
• Short walk to the shops
• Open plan kitchen dining and living
• 2 generous bedrooms
• Currently tenanted returning $330pw
Peter Bellingham 0439 178 653
$330,000

For Sale

2       1       1

12 The Boulevard, Sandy Point  
FIRST TIME OFFERED FOR SALE
• Charming cottage
• Open plan kitchen, living and dining
• Undercover BBQ area
• Low maintenance 862m2 approx. block
Peter Bellingham 0439 178 653
$695,000

For Sale

3       2       4

2       1       4

New Listing

3       1.5       4 Land

PRICE 
ADJUSTED 

PRICE 
ADJUSTED 

PRICE 
ADJUSTED 

2       1
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SANDY POINT

• 3 bed 2 bath 2 car
• Modern low maint. design
• 5 mins walk to beach trail
• Wrap around deck, bush views
• Storage, and workshop

$1,100,000
Contact Andrea Adams 0429 822 801

IRENE WALKER
0429 045 632

iwalker@sej.com.au

LEONGATHA 
Ph 5662 4033

ANDREA ADAMS
0429 822 801

aadams@sej.com.au

FOSTER 
Ph 5682 2800www.sej.com.au

DUMBALK

•  Loves Lane Grazing
•  87 ha / 217 acres
•  Undulating to steep
•  Ex. fencing, and water
•  Ideal cattle & sheep

Contact Agent
Contact Irene Walker 0429 045 632

BUFFALO

•  Prime Cattle grazing
• 112 ha / 276 acres 
• Flat to undulating
• Ex. fencing & water
• Stock yards, hayshed

$3,600,000
Contact Irene Walker 0429 045 632

FISH CREEK

•  3 bed 2 bath 1 car
•  Walk to village & Rail Trail
•  Open plan living / dining
•  North facing covered deck
•  Fenced garden & workshop

$565,000 
Contact Andrea Adams 0429 822 801

LEONGATHA NORTH 

• Lifestyle living at its best on 4.05ha / 10 flat acres with views
• Boasting an exceptionally built spacious home with cinema room 
• Impressive shed 47m x 20m x 5m, offering opportunities here!
• Magnificent established orchard, over 80 trees with some undercover 
• (3) paddocks, & yards, ideal for cattle, sheep & horses
• Offering income capacity, lifestyle living & convenience, close to town

$1,730,000 Contact Irene Walker 0429 045 632

The team at SEJ 

Livestock & Real 

Estate would like  

to wish everyone 

A Merry 
Christmas 

and a Safe & 
Prosperous 

2026

Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

14 Welshpool Road, Toora
For Sale $495,000
Agent SEJ Real Estate
Andrea Adams 0429 822 801

882m22 1 3

PACKED with features of the era and set 
on a corner block with side access for park-
ing a boat or caravan, plus a charming barn 
with parking for two cars and space for ex-
tra storage, a workshop or studio and huge 
further potential for conversion to a games 
room or outdoor entertaining area, this 
home is a must for the inspection list. 

The spacious living/dining room features 
the classic charm of high ceilings, ornate 
cornices and ceiling roses, picture rails and 
timber mantle around a wood heater, with 
the added convenience of RC/AC for comfort 
in every season. The light and bright coun-
try kitchen offers a huge amount of storage 
and preparation space, a gas hob and un-
der-bench oven, and enjoys views out over 
the garden setting. 

There are two large bedrooms, the mas-
ter with built-in robes, plus a spacious rear 
sunroom or study ideal for working from 
home (NBN connected) or as further bed-
room space if required. A central family 
bathroom, laundry with linen storage and 
separate WC. 

Running costs are kept to a minimum 
with solar power and an efficient heat pump 
hot water system. Outside, the sheltered 
and private rear garden is a delight with a 
covered patio to sit and soak up the sun-
shine, surrounded by vegetable beds, fruit 
trees and colourful garden beds that have 
all been designed to be low maintenance. 

Just a short stroll to the centre of town, 
medical centre and primary school as 
well as the wonderful recreational facili-
ties including outdoor public heated pool, 
bowls club, football oval, Great Southern 
Rail Trail and town walking track, and of 
course just two kilometres to boat launch-
ing into the sheltered waters of Corner In-
let. Come and discover the delights of this 
picturesque regional area where the moun-
tains meet the sea.

Picture perfect period 
cottage and gardens
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eldersrealestate.com.auIn any market rely on Elders

Elders Korumburra
11 Commercial Street
Ph 5658 1894

Elders Leongatha
37 Bair Street
Ph 5662 3523

BEN TOWNSEND  
Licensed Estate Agent

0400 594 487 

SHARON TURTON 
Sales Consultant

0447 604 796

KATRINA GRIGGS  
Sales Consultant

0428 571 083

HELEN ARESTIA 
Sales Support
03 5662 3523

NATALIE RES   
Property Manager 

0439 383 091

JA
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15
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Fish Creek  189 Acres
Former Fish Creek Dairy 
• 19 Paddocks of undulating land 
• 8 dams & Cherokee Creek through back 
• Multiple sheds with power 

Web ID: 300P165986 $2.28 Million

Foster 2.67 Acres
Hidden Luxury 
• 4-bed, 2-bath home with open plan living
• 2 Large, horse stables, 92k rainwater 
• Est gardens, raised vegetables boxes

Web ID: 300P166521 $1,375,000

Korumburra 149 Acres
Lifestyle & Grazing Opportunity
• Undulating to rolling hill country
• 17 paddocks accessed via central laneway 
• Solid 3-bedroom brick home

Web ID: 300P186087 $2 Million

Mount Eccles 7.5 Acres
Marvellous Mt Eccles
• 4-bedroom, 2-bathroom split level home 
• 7.5 acres with stockyards
• Tank water, spring & seasonal creek 

Web ID: 300P101511 $680,000

new
price

new
price

Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

365 Limonite Road, Boolarra South
For Sale $2,780,000
Agent Elders
Katrina Griggs 0428 571 083 
Sharon Turton 0447 604 796 

3 1 6 257 Acres

THIS well-balanced and productive proper-
ty offers a superb mix of quality soils, reliable 
water, and excellent infrastructure, making it 
ideal for grazing pursuits or mixed farming. 
Comprising approximately 257 acres across 
three titles, the property features a renovated 
three-bedroom home, ample shedding, and 
a blend of hill, undulating and flat country. 
Held by the same family for over 60 years, 
this farm represents a rare opportunity to 
secure land in one of Boolarra South’s most 
tightly held and productive districts.

The land presents a diverse soil profile, in-
cluding heavy grey, sandy loam and red soils, 
all contributing to consistent year-round out-
put. A strong water supply consists of ap-
proximately eight dams, some gravity-fed 
to troughs, along with frontage to O’Gradys 
Creek. The central laneway system provides 
efficient access across 21 paddocks plus two 
holding paddocks, supported by secure fenc-
ing throughout and complemented by two 
unused road leases currently utilised for ad-
ditional grazing.

Farm infrastructure includes three hay 
sheds, a disused dairy, calf shed, machinery 
shed and separate storage shed, providing 
ample room for fodder and equipment. The 
cattle yards are well-appointed and include a 
heavy-duty crush.

The renovated three-bedroom home of-
fers a warm and inviting living environment, 
ideal for families or those seeking comfort. 
The Caesarstone kitchen, complete with a 
900mm gas cooktop and dishwasher, flows 
into the open-plan dining and living area, 
which is serviced by reverse-cycle heating 
and cooling plus a wood heater. The master 
bedroom features a walk-in robe and ensuite.

Outdoor living includes a large undercover 
entertaining area, perfect for gatherings in all 
weather. Additional accommodation is pro-
vided by a two-room guest bungalow. Solar 
power feeds back into the grid, supporting 
energy efficiency, and a carport adjoining the 
home adds further practicality.

Located just 15 minutes to Mirboo North, 
32 minutes to Leongatha, 35 minutes to Tr-
aralgon and 2.5 hours to Melbourne CBD, 
this is a rare chance to secure a productive, 
well-balanced farming property in a sought-
after South Gippsland location. Offering ver-
satility, scale, and reliability, this property is 
perfectly suited to those looking to expand 
an existing operation or establish a new agri-
cultural venture in a proven district.

For a Due Diligence Checklist go to: con-
sumer.vic.gov.au/duediligencechecklist.

Productive 257 acre holding across 3 titles
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Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

71 Graydens Road, Ventnor
For Sale $1,490,000 - $1,590,000
Agent Alex Scott & Staff
Cowes Office 5952 2633

4 2 4 4000m2

4A Bonwick Court, Kilcunda
For Sale $895,000
Agent Alex Scott & Staff
Mick Chambers 0418 349 783
Cal Nation 0439 334 163 
Photos: Andrew Harrison Photography  

2 2 632m²3

NESTLED on a level acre of 
land, this remarkable contem-
porary brick home in Ventnor 
is more than just a house; it’s 
your very own botanical para-
dise. From the moment you 
arrive, you’ll feel the peaceful 
embrace of a coastal lifestyle 
escape, where the hard work 
is done and all that’s left is for 
you to relax and enjoy. 

Step inside and discover a 
home designed with family 
and connection in mind. The 
generous floor plan flows ef-
fortlessly, offering two large 
living areas where laughter 
and conversation can fill the 
air. The open-plan kitchen 
and dining area serves as the 
heart of the home, perfect for 
everything from quick break-
fasts to celebratory family 
gatherings. 

This home comfortably ac-
commodates a large family, 
with four bedrooms includ-
ing a private master suite 
complete with a walk-in robe 
and ensuite. What truly sets 
this property apart is its in-
genious design for visitors. 
A separate, self-contained 
zone offers a sanctuary for 
guests, featuring two double 
bedrooms, their own bath-
room, a beautiful sunroom, 
and a private entrance. This 
thoughtful layout is ideal for 
hosting visiting family, or it 
could easily be transformed 
into a fantastic Airbnb, offer-
ing a unique opportunity to 
share this slice of paradise 
with others. 

But the real magic hap-
pens outdoors. A magnificent 
north-facing veranda beckons,  

creating the ultimate indoor-
outdoor dining and barbe-
cue space. It’s a place for 
long summer evenings, fam-
ily gatherings, and lazy after-
noons enjoying the sea air. 
The stunning garden is a true 
masterpiece – a park-like set-
ting with over 20 established 
fruit and citrus trees, all pro-
tected in a special enclosure 
so you can enjoy your bounty 
without sharing with the lo-
cal possums and birds. The 
established native garden 
provides a serene backdrop, 
creating a sanctuary of natu-
ral beauty. The home has a 
two-car garage with secure 
entry plus additional sheds 
with power, providing the 
perfect space for hobbies, a 
workshop, or extra storage. 
Other extras include a huge 
solar energy installation plus 
five connected water tanks 
providing more than 100,000 
litres of water to your home 
and garden.  Town water is 
also connected.

Located just a short, easy 
walk down Graydens Road to 
some of Phillip Island’s most 
beautiful swimming beaches, 
this home offers both a pri-
vate retreat and easy access to 
the best of coastal living. This 
isn’t just a home; it’s a legacy 
of peaceful, joyful living. All 
the hard work has been done, 
and it’s now waiting for you to 
write its next chapter.

Call Alex Scott & Staff on 
5952 2633 to arrange your 
private inspection or enquire 
about our next Open for In-
spection. You will not be dis-
appointed.

Your coastal  
lifestyle starts here

NESTLED in a tranquil position, 
this beautifully presented two-storey 
home at 4a Bonwick Court is just a 
short walk from Kilcunda’s pristine 
beaches, the popular Rail Trail, the 
Killy Store, and the local Hotel. 

Perfectly designed for both fam-
ily living and holiday escapes, this 
property sits on a generous 632sqm 
block, offering ample space for relax-
ation and outdoor enjoyment. 

The ground level features a light-
filled open plan living area, perfect 
for entertaining. The modern kitchen 
is equipped with a gas cooktop, elec-
tric oven, double-drawer dishwasher, 
sleek cabinetry, and plenty of bench 
space. 

Step outside to a large outdoor area 
with picturesque rural views, com-
plemented by two generously sized 
bedrooms serviced by a stylish fam-
ily bathroom and a separate laundry. 
For year-round comfort, enjoy the 
warmth of a woodfire and the con-
venience of split system heating and 
cooling. 

As you ascend the staircase to the 
upper level, you’ll discover the mas-
ter suite, complete with a spacious 
bedroom, walk-in robe, and a private 
ensuite. An additional open living 
area and another deck provide stun-
ning views of the surrounding coun-
tryside and distant ocean. 

The tranquil gardens feature a heat-
ed spa, perfect for couples to unwind 
or for kids to enjoy a splash. Current-
ly operating as an Airbnb, this prop-
erty has been producing attractive re-
turns for the past two years. Further 
details are available upon request.

Stunning two-storey 
coastal retreat
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• 3 bed, 1 bath, California Bunglaow
• Garage / Garden shed
• Central location / Rear access

$520,000
Contact: Korumburra Office

36 Queen Street

KORUMBURRA

• Late 1800’s Period home
• Huge 1,408m² flat block
• 3 bedroom / Open living

$565,000
Contact: Korumburra Office

3 Gordon Street

KORUMBURRA

• Retail/Commercial Freehold
• Highway frontage
• Rear Access

$395,000
Contact: Korumburra Office

31 Mine Road

KORUMBURRA

• 15 Blocks
• All services available
• Titled and ready to build

From $284,500
Contact: Korumburra Office

Daisy Bank Estate

KORUMBURRA

• 3 Bedroom Fibro home
• 2 living, 2 toilets
• North facing outdoor area

SOLD
Contact: Wonthaggi Office

32 Anglers Road

CAPE PATERSON

• 3 bedroom hardiplank home
• Corner block with double garage
• Great project house

SOLD
Contact: Wonthaggi Office

31 Kingston Road 

NORTH WONTHAGGI      

• Sandstone brick unit
• 3 bedroom, 2 toilets
• Great location

SOLD
Contact: Wonthaggi Office

2/36 White Road 

NORTH WONTHAGGI

•  Great ¼ acre development block
•  Corner location
•  3 bedroom home

SOLD
Contact: Wonthaggi Office

26 Broome Crescent 

WONTHAGGI

LEONGATHA 
5662 0922

41 Bair Street 
Andrew Newton 0402 940 320  
Emily Hillberg 0422 622 299 

Tony Giles 0407 528 192
Dan Huther 0418 334 801

KORUMBURRA
5655 1133

36 Bridge Street
Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898

COWES
5952 2633

113a Thompson Avenue
Greg Price 0419 337 441 
Brian Silver 0407 347 509 

Chase Waters 0423 272 819 
George Grigg 0458 478 308

WONTHAGGI
5672 1911   

Cnr Murray & Billson Streets
Cal Nation 0439 334 163

Mick Chambers 0418 349 783
Phil Hanley 0417 140 508 H
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• Large corner allotment
• Undercover outdoor area
• 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 2 car

$830,000
Contact: Cowes Office

35 Settlement Road

COWES

• Well-appointed kitchen
• Situated opposite parkland
• 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 2 cars

$760,000
Contact: Cowes Office

57 Goodwood Drive

COWES

• Elevated double block of 1250m2 (approx.)
• Fully self-contained cottage
• 5 bedroom, 4 bathroom, ample car parking

Contact Agent
Contact: Cowes Office

11-13 Felicia Avenue

RHYLL

• Oceanfront property, uninterrupted views
• Double glazing, hardwood floors
• 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 4 cars

$2,200,000
Contact: Cowes Office

17 The Esplanade

VENTNOR

•  3 bedroom home on just under 2 acres
• Large shedding plus horse arenas/grazing
• Walk to rail trail and centre of Koonwarra

$895,000
Contact: Leongatha Office

140 Johnsons Road 

KOONWARRA

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

•  2 bedroom home (space for 3rd)
•  Beautiful parcel of 2.5 acres
•  Lock up shedding and so much more

$790,000
Contact: Leongatha Office

35 Edens Road 

LEONGATHA

•  4 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 3 living
• 2 car garage + shed and parking
• Great family home close to schools

$850,000
Contact: Leongatha Office

97 Parr Street 

LEONGATHA

SOLD

ANOTH
ER

 W
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•  Elevated block on top side of road
•  768m2 block with 21m frontage
•  Modern estate close to CBD

$319,000
Contact: Leongatha Office

8 Ella Court 

LEONGATHA

NEW

PRIC
E
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Simon Henderson 0428 740 750
Jake Anthony 0467 297 794
David Phelan 0429 050 349

• Operating at VLE Leongatha 
• Auctions Plus sales
• Direct and private 
sales of Livestock

• Personal professional service

Phelan & Henderson & Co. Phelan & Henderson & Co. 
Specialists in Livestock 

and Rural Real Estate sales

H
M
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SUCCESS THROUGH SERVICE

LIVESTOCK AGENTS,
LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENTS,

PROPERTY MANAGERS, AUCTIONEERS
www.alexscott.com.au

36 BRIDGE STREET, KORUMBURRA   PH: 5655 1133   FAX: 5655 2480

Real Estate Sales

Livestock Sales
KORUMBURRA

David Ryan  0408 311 895

LEONGATHA
Dane Perczyk - Livestock Manager 0408 176 063
Jack Curtis    0427 762 670

WARRAGUL
Neil Darby - Livestock Manager 0418 595 265
Terry Ahearn 0438 562 816
Jordan Sim 0448 058 435
Mark Malacarne 0418 654 590
Georgie Snell  0417 100 657

FOSTER
Dick Faulkner 0408 595 174
Brian Vuillermin 0429 436 040

WONTHAGGI
Rob Ould - Livestock Manager 0408 595 183
David Holden 0428 749 390
Alan Bolding 0419 723 255

PAKENHAM
David Setches - Livestock Manager 0409 443 473
Glenn Barwick 0408 975 476
Morgan Croucher  0457 001 877 
Tim Gibson  0420 306 599
Imogen Price  0417 225 498

KORUMBURRA
Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898

WONTHAGGI
Phillip Hanley 0417 140 508
Cal Nation 0439 334 163
Mick Chambers  0418 349 783

GRANTVILLE
Angus Hall  0466 326 487

INVERLOCH
Marni Lee Redmond 0403 525 413

BERWICK
Tom Gibson  0438 574 472

LEONGATHA
Andrew Newton 0402 940 320
Peter Dwyer 0428 855 244
Emily Hillberg 0422 622 299
Tony Giles 0407 528 192
Dan Huther 0418 334 801

WARRAGUL
Alan Steenholdt 0409 423 822

PAKENHAM
Tom Gibson  0438 574 472 

LANG LANG
Scott McKenzie  0427 552 898

MELBOURNE LAND
Matt Koster  0474 781 711 

COWES
Greg Price  0419 337 441
Brian Silver  0407 347 509
Chase Watters 0423 272 819

VENUS BAY
Daniel Lawrie 0417 631 252
Sue Lawrie 0419 885 489

KOO WEE RUP
Angus Hall  0466 326 487 JA
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ELECTRIC FENCE
ENERGIZER 

REPAIRS
Paul Vassil 

(Formerly Vassil Electronics)
38 Lower Gordon St, Korumburra

0408 515 184
JA21217

MARKET REPORT
Brought to you by...

ON THE LAND

By SGSAA

AGENTS yarded 2300 head at last 
Thursday’s VLE Leongatha store sale in 
good yarding which did include more 
Xbred types and a larger offering of cows 
and calves.

The heavy and medium-weighed steers 
generally sold at rates as seen around the 
state at other sales with local graziers 
securing most of the  offering with some 
feedlot buyers not operating and others 
selective on their requirements.

Angus weaner steers sold at similar 
rates with most of the better end trad-
ing in the $5.20 to $5.70 price range but 
there are still some odd sales in excess of 
$6.00 for the right article to repeat buy-
ers.

Heifers were a little easier with Xbreds 
and dairy types still attracting solid com-
petition with rates varying with quality.

Cows and calves sold to strong compe-
tition in a good offering.

The final store sale for 2025 is this 
Thursday, December 18 and recommenc-
es on Thursday, January 8.

Leongatha Store Sale on Thursday, Dec. 11, 2025
Steers
F Pendergast 11 Hereford 	 701kg 	 $4.56 	 $3200
F Pendergast 13 Hereford  	 635kg 	 $4.66 	 $2960
B & L Healy 13 Angus 	 599kg 	 $5.24 	 $3140
Cattleman Shahin P/L 10 Ang 	 598kg 	 $4.96 	 $2970
F Pendergast 10 Hereford	 592kg 	 $4.74 	 $2810
F Pendergast 14 Hereford 	 588kg 	 $4.77 	 $2810
MW & JA Thompson 10 Angus 	587kg 	 $4.59 	 $2700
BJ & MK Wright 14 Angus	 576kg 	 $5.20 	 $3000
Fawlin Downs Past 12 Angus 	 568kg 	 $4.43 	 $2520
V H Le 15 Ang 15 Angus 	 529kg 	 $5.29 	 $2800
Wr Miller 13 Angus/BB 	 524kg 	 $4.63 	 $2430
CD & RA Bills 11 Angus/BB 	 493kg 	 $4.66 	 $2300
R Zelouf 14 Angus	 484kg 	 $4.85 	 $2350
M Williams 17 Angus	 454kg 	 $5.13 	 $2330
PM Nation 14 Angus 	 434kg 	 $5.23 	 $2270
PM Nation 10 Angus 	 428kg 	 $5.30 	 $2270
R Crooke 16 Angus 	 426kg 	 $5.21 	 $2220
Eaglehawk Pastoral 13  Angus 	 422kg 	 $4.57 	 $1930
NW Page 18 BB 	 410kg 	 $4.97 	 $2040
M Williams 17  Angus 	 398kg 	 $5.25 	 $2090
Glenshiel Past 20 Angus/BB	 394kg 	 $4.92 	 $1940
Cascade Park 12  Angus  	 384kg 	 $4.94 	 $1900
KR & J Lyons 15 BB	 368kg 	 $5.13 	 $1890
Glenshiel Past 18 Angus/BB 	 360kg 	 $4.91 	 $1770
T & K Barwick 11 Angus 	 357kg 	 $5.09 	 $1820
Copperleaf P/L 21 Angus 	 350kg 	 $6.11 	 $2140
JD & GM Christison 10 Angus 	349kg 	 $5.10 	 $1780
G & L Bennett 18 Angus 	 349kg 	 $4.61 	 $1610
W Powell & Summit Farms P/L 
10 Angus 	 345kg 	 $4.89 	 $1690
Glenshiel Past 12 Angus X 	 336kg 	 $4.79 	 $1610
Cascade Park 12 Angus 	 332kg 	 $5.27 	 $1750
Pepperhill Trading Co 24 Angus	314kg 	 $5.76 	 $1810
B Starvaggi 12 Char 	 313kg 	 $4.98 	 $1560
Kariss P/L 10 Angus 	 312kg 	 $5.03 	 $1570
C Scott 17 Angus 	 302kg 	 $5.72 	 $1730
JD & GM Christison 10 Angus 	298kg 	 $5.53 	 $1650
Pepperhill Trading Co 10 BB 	 292kg 	 $5.71 	 $1670
Copperleaf P/L 16 Angus 	 291kg 	 $6.46 	 $1880
Pepperhill Trading Co 17 Hfd 	 286kg 	 $6.08 	 $1740
Pepperhill Trading Co 22 Angus	273kg 	 $6.55 	 $1790
Curtz P/L 11 Angus 	 272kg 	 $6.21 	 $1690
C Scott 17 Angus	 258kg 	 $6.12 	 $1580
S Barwick 14 Angus/BB 	 246kg 	 $6.91 	 $1700
Pepperhill Trading Co 21 Angus	240kg 	 $7.12 	 $1710

Heifers:
I Horbny 14 Angus 	 514kg 	 $4.39 	 $2260
B Rinaldi 12 Angus 	 387kg 	 $4.52 	 $1750
M Williams 15 Angus 	 387kg 	 $4.49 	 $1740
G SAS & JA Robertson 12 Ang 	 359kg 	 $4.45 	 $1600
Kr & J Lyons 15 BB 	 339kg 	 $4.54 	 $1540 
M Williams 11 Angus 	 331kg 	 $4.38 	 $1450
JD & GM Christison 13 Angus 	323kg 	 $4.70 	 $1520
PA & AE Black 16 Angus 	 322kg 	 $4.50 	 $1450
JM Mcilwaine 24 Angus 	 310kg 	 $5.03 	 $1560
G SAS & JA Robertson 13 Ang 	 307kg 	 $4.75 	 $1460
Leebrooke Livestock 18 Angus 	 307kg 	 $4.72 	 $1450
D Boulton 18 Angus X 	 303kg 	 $4.09 	 $1240
Ranceby Hill Pastoral 24 Angus 	289kg 	 $4.46 	 $1290
Pulman Bay P/L Red Angus 	 286kg 	 $5.00 	 $1430
P Le Page 17 Angus 	 283kg 	 $4.59 	 $1300
W Powell & Summit Farms P/L 
10 Angus 	 279kg 	 $4.12 	 $1150
J & D Robson P/L 12 Angus 	 273kg 	 $4.79 	 $1310
Tibooburra Angus 11 Angus 	 242kg 	 $4.79 	 $1160
Alira Rise 16 Angus 	 236kg 	 $5.04 	 $1190

Crossbreeds:
MS Durkin & PR Xuereb 
13 Hereford X steers 	 377kg 	 $4.45 	 $1680
Disisto Pastoral P/L 
10 Angus X heifers 	 350kg 	 $4.02 	 $1410
MS Durkin & PR Xuereb 
12 Hereford X steers 	 298kg 	 $4.46 	 $1330

Stores firm

Saleyard giant snaps up Leongatha
AUSTRALIA’S largest saleyard 

operator has snapped up the 
Leongatha Saleyards in a rapid-
fire transaction for an undis-
closed sum.

Regional Livestock Exchanges 
(RLX) confirmed the purchase 
of the facility from the Victorian 
Livestock Exchange (VLE) on 
Friday, with the new owners tak-
ing charge when sales resume 
in January.

The Leongatha yards pro-
cessed more than 273,000 head 
of cattle last financial year — the 
highest turnover in Victoria and 
second nationally only to Roma 
in Queensland.

VLE Managing Director Brian 
Paynter explained during ABC 
Radio’s Country Hour that he 
will have no part in the manage-
rial structure of RLX, but was full 
of praise for the new owner and 
what the business can deliver.

He described RLX as the in-
dustry leader, particularly on the 
Eastern Seaboard of Australia, 
and said the sale will be positive 
for all parties including users of 
the Leongatha Saleyards.

With Country Hour host War-
wick Long noting some people 
are concerned about the “mar-
ket dominance” of RLX, which 
now owns 11 saleyards, Mr 
Paynter was called on to outline 
the benefits of the new owner-
ship arrangement.

His response indicated that 
RLX’s ability to bring the Mas-
terplan for Leongatha Saleyards 
to fruition is a key benefit.

With that Masterplan includ-
ing a new set of holding pens, 
a roof for the outdoor yards, a 
new truck wash, and new agents’ 
offices, Mr Paynter said “We’re 
looking forward to RLX investing 
the funds that are required to see 
those projects into completion.”

Brett Freer, RLX chief execu-
tive, refuted Mr Long’s asser-
tion of RLX market dominance 

in the saleyard industry when 
asked to quantify that in per-
centage terms, not addressing 
that statistical request.

“We have some investments 
in regional infrastructure in 
key growing areas that are sup-
ported by good logistics, trans-
port efficiency and long-term 
sustainability of the yards,” Mr 
Freer said. “That’s important 
in this industry that we can get 
some scale because these things 
are very expensive to run; they 
need ongoing maintenance and 
there’s a lot of OHS that needs 
to come with it, and the cor-
porate structure and access to 
capital that RLX can bring to 
them is a benefit to the longevity 
of these facilities.”

He expressed confidence in 
the long-term viability of sale-
yards in the face of competition 
from direct sales.

“Saleyards will always be a 
critical part of the supply chain, 
but also a community meeting 
place,” Mr Freer said.

Despite his best efforts, Mr Long 
was unable to extract the price the 
Leongatha Saleyards fetched.

“We’re happy with the out-
come,” Mr Paynter said, but 
wouldn’t be drawn on what that 

meant in financial terms.
While Mr Freer explained the 

price is confidential, he was 
happy to speak about the mat-
ter in general terms.

“We feel we’ve paid a reason-
able price for the acquisition of 
the asset, which I think leaves 
the stakeholders, sharehold-
ers and us working collectively 
to make sure this is a smooth 
transition,” he said.

While Mr Paynter conceded the 
sale of the Pakenham Saleyards, 
which he said was forced by state 
government land tax, was really 
the beginning of VLE exiting the 
industry, he stressed that wasn’t 
the thought process at the time.

“We didn’t plan the sale of the 
Leongatha Saleyards but if I 
look in hindsight, that’s how it’s 
transpired,” he said.

“We’ve been the leader in 
some of the innovations in sale-
yards and we see it as a good 
time to move on; the board and 
the shareholders have been in 
the game for a long time now, so 
it’s a good opportunity to hand 
it over to somebody that’s going 
to be looking after the saleyard 
industry in the future.”

President of the South 
Gippsland Livestock Agents  

Association Brian McCormack, 
also speaking on Country Hour, 
was positive about the develop-
ment but certain that livestock 
agents using the Leongatha Sale-
yards are keen to learn more.

“We will have questions mov-
ing forward; it’s all happened 
pretty quickly over the last cou-
ple of days for us,” he said.

“I think it’s a good thing mov-
ing forward,” Mr McCormack 
remarked, noting the VLE has 
got to the age where it wants to 
move on and that “Now we’ve 
got to look to the future.”

“I hope it’s going to improve 
our area again; I think with 
what they’ve done with other 
saleyards that’s the sort of thing 
they’ll look at,” he said of his 
hopes of RLX investment in the 
Leongatha Saleyards.

VLE was established in 1997, 
and has run the Leongatha 
Saleyards since 2006, with ex-
pectations the business will be 
wound up following its exit from 
the saleyard industry.

The 10 saleyards RLX already 
operates are:
• �Central Tablelands Livestock 

Exchange (CTLX) at Carcoar, 
NSW

• �Inverell Regional Livestock 
Exchange (IRLX) at Inverell, 
NSW

• �Hunter Regional Livestock Ex-
change (HRLX) at Singleton, 
NSW

• �Tamworth Regional Livestock 
Exchange (TRLX) at Tam-
worth, NSW

• �South-eastern Livestock Ex-
change (SELX) at Yass, NSW

• �Central Queensland Livestock 
Exchange (CQLX) at Grace-
mere, QLD

• �Goulburn Valley Livestock Ex-
change (GVLX) at Shepparton

• �Central Victorian Livestock 
Exchange (CVLX) at Ballarat

• �Northern Victoria Livestock Ex-
change (NVLX) at Barnawartha

• �Western Victoria Livestock Ex-
change (WVLX) at Mortlake

Leongatha VLE Managing Director Brian Paynter is 
looking forward to having more time to fine-tune his golf 
following the sale of the Leongatha Saleyards. A49_5025

By Andrew Paloczi
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STORE SALE
VLE – LEONGATHA

CATTLE 800 800
GROWN STEERS
A/c Latrobe Park Angus, Morwell (NUTRIEN)
25 Angus steers, 14-15 mths
A/c Ponderosa Herefords, Meeniyan (NUTRIEN)
20 Hereford steers, 14-15 mths, by Mountain Valley 
bull, JBS & NE accred, very quiet
15 Black Baldy steers, 14-15 mths, by Harris bulls, 
JBS & NE Accred, very quiet
A/c R Jackson, Staceys Bridge (PHC)
8 Speckle Park steers, 15-16 mths
A/c D & T Gilheany, Buffalo (SEJ) 
7 Angus steers, 16 mths
A/c Cheeky Chilli, Toora (SEJ) 
16 Angus steers, 16-18 mths 
A/c C & G White, Foster (SEJ) 
22 Angus steers, 15 mths 
VB, GF & ABF, Banquet blood 
A/c Ml & A Giardina, Thorpdale (ESB)
15 Angus steers, 15-16 mths
A/c G Virgona, Yarra Junction (ESB)
17 Angus steers, 14-15 mths, Yea District bred,one 
mark

WEANERS 
A/c N & J Stringer, Foster (SEJ) 
12 Angus steers, 12-13 mths 
12 Angus heifers, 12-13 mths 
A/c N Symmons, Fish Creek (SEJ) 
12 Hereford X heifers, 10 mths 
A/c Martin & Taylor, Fish Creek (SEJ)
7 Angus steers, 8-9 mths 
5 Angus heifers, 8-9 mths 
A/c Robinson & Hasthorpe, Yallourn North (ESB)
50 Charolais X mixed sex calves
A/c G & S Hasthorpe, Tanjil South (ESB)
25 Charolais X mixed sex calves
A/c W Robinson, Tanjil South (ESB)
20 Charolais X mixed sex calves 
A/c J & S Kelly, Korumburra (NUTRIEN)
16 Angus steers, 10-12 mths
A/c Little River, Korumburra (NUTRIEN)
50 Angus mixed sex, 10-12 mths
A/c C & L Stewart, Poowong (NUTRIEN)
25 Angus & Hereford X steers, 10-12 mths
A/c P Calafiore F/T, Mirboo Nth (NUTRIEN)
10 Angus steers, 10 mths
A/c E & J Cox, French Island (NUTRIEN)
18 Angus steers, 12 mths
A/c C Zissis, Mardan (NUTRIEN)
40 Angus mixed sex, 10-12 mths
A/c Silverbrae Enterprises P/L, Outtrim (NUTRIEN)
15 Charolais mixed sex weaners, 10-12 mths
A/c K & G Hempel, Hiawatha (PHC)
25 Hereford mixed sex weaners, Karoonda blood
A/c J & S Giliam, Dumbalk (NUTRIEN)
50 Danish Blue X steers, 5-6 mths, by AI Danish 
Blue sires
A/c Nartanda, Binginwarri (SEJ) 
24 Angus mixed sex, 8-10 mths 
VB & weaned 
By Brooks Manor Stud Bulls 
A/c TJ Johnston, Stony Creek (SEJ) 
15 Angus steers, 8-9 mths 
10 Angus heifers, 8-9 mths 
Yard weaned, Dunoon & Barwidgee blood 
A/c B, R & S Knee, Toora (SEJ) 
30 Angus steers, 10 mths 
VB, GF & ABF, NE Accred
A/c Pendleside, Woori Yallock (ESB)
22 Angus steers, 10-11 mths, weaned and VB
A/c G Versace, Hoddles Creek (ESB)
20 Charolais X mixed sex weaners 

SOUTH GIPPSLAND ASSOCIATED AGENTS
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2025
Starting at 9am

PLEASE NOTE: 4PM WEDNESDAY CURFEW APPLIES

5662 4033 5662 2291

0429 050 349 5997 1555

ALL BREEDS 
FEMALE SALE 

VLE – LEONGATHA

A/c Willawa Grazing, Foster (Annual Draft) 
(NUTRIEN)
25X25 Angus/Friesian x heifer, 2½ yo with Limo calf 
at foot, not rejoined.
40 Angus/Friesian x heifers, 2 yo, PTIC to Stuf Limo 
bull to commence calving 30/1
Feature line of Vendor bred heifers. Quality outfits 
& proven vealer mothers. All Heifers by McIndoe & 
Hazelwood stud Angus bulls
A/c B, D & M Calder, Dumbalk (Annual Draft) 
(NUTRIEN)
23 Angus/Friesian x heifers, Unjoined, by Harris bulls
A/c C & M Amor, Kardella (NUTRIEN)
12 Angus/Friesian & Hereford/Friesian x heifers,  
2-2 ½ yo
PTIC to Limo bull to commence calving 20/1
A/c J & L Jenkin, Korumburra (NUTRIEN)
10 Hereford/Friesian x heifer, 2 1/2yo 
PTIC to Limo bull to commence calving 10/1
A/c T & J Clark, Nerrena (NUTRIEN)
15 Angus/Friesian x heifers, 15 mths, unjoined

SOUTH GIPPSLAND ASSOCIATED AGENTS
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MONDAY JANUARY 5, 2026
Starting at 9am

5655 1133 5658 1894 5941 4666

5662 4033 5662 2291

0429 050 349 5997 1555

ON THE LAND
Lardner Park Calf Market Report
Monday, December 8, 2025
Jersey & Jersey x .....................$38 to $60
Friesian Bulls ........................$47 to $126
Friesian Heifers .....................$32 to $130
Beef Bulls ..............................$55 to $350
Beef Heifers ...........................$79 to $300
Number of Calves: 68
Number purchased to rear: 55
Steer & Heifer Sale
Steers ................................ $850 to $1370
Heifers ............................... $120 to $1060
Number of Calves: 119

THURSDAY’S Leon-
gatha Store Sale was 
driven by local buyers, 
Anthony Delaney of Elders 
Delaney Livestock pleased 
with how things were go-
ing after selling steers.

“It was a very solid re-
sult, probably a bit bet-
ter than expected with a 
general trend across all 
markets of being a little bit 
cheaper in the last couple 
of weeks, but it was fully 
firm on our sale two weeks 
ago,” he said.

He noted competition 
was completely local, com-
prising South and West 
Gippsland buyers.

Anthony sold a yearly 
line of Copperleaf cattle 
from San Remo, achieving 
$6.10 a kilo, as well as a 
run of older steers from 
Omeo in the 600 to 700 
kilo bracket that made 
between $4.50 and $4.80 
per kilo.

Eddie Hams of Nutrien 
South Gippsland Live-
stock was one of a collec-
tion of agents busy buying 
cattle on behalf of local 

clients, estimating prices 
were about 20 cents a 
kilo down compared to 
the previous week’s Le-
ongatha Store Sale, that 
observation being prior to 
the sale of heifers.

Speaking a little after 
Eddie, Simon Henderson 
of Phelan & Henderson & 
Co put the reduction in 
prices from the previous 
sale at between 10 and 
20 cents a kilo, having 
enjoyed success in buying 
cattle for clients to replace 
bullocks sold.

“You try and buy and sell 
on the same market and if 
you’re buying cattle with a 
bit of weight, you try and 
buy them for less per kilo 
than what you’ve sold your 
bullocks for,” Simon said.

While remarking that’s 
not always achievable, he 
was able to accomplish it 
this time.

Simon observed that 
overall “the season is tick-
ing along nicely,” having 
been helped by impressive 
Spring rain, predicting 
things will get busy in the 

new year with cattle com-
ing onto the market that 
have taken longer to fatten 
due to a dry Autumn and 
cold winter.

Knowing Simon’s enthu-
siasm for a good conversa-
tion, a passerby quipped 
that this writer had bet-
ter get “a longer pencil” 
for his notes, so perhaps 
Mr Squiggle is the ideal 
scribe.

There were approxi-
mately 2,200 head penned 
on Thursday, with MLA 
market reporter Brendan 
Fletcher describing qual-
ity as “more limited with 
fewer yearlings and a larg-
er proportion of crossbred 
cattle”.

He observed there were 
fewer feedlot operators 
present, with none operat-
ing.

“The market was gener-
ally firm with the excep-
tion of light weight weaner 
steers which ticked up a 
little and the heifer portion 
which saw a decline of up 
to $100 a head,” Brendan 
reported.

By Bec Cameron, Dairy Industry 
Development Officer, Ellinbank

DAIRY farmers are encouraged to take 
proactive steps to protect herd health as 
humid, wet conditions increase disease, 
affect growth rates of young cattle and de-
crease productivity.

Infectious diseases
The risk of infectious diseases increases 

in wetter conditions. The risk of mastitis 
rises when cows lie in muddy environ-
ments, allowing bacteria to enter the ud-
der. Leptospirosis, a zoonotic disease, 
can spread through contaminated water, 
posing risks to both cattle and humans. 
Clostridial diseases such as blackleg and 
pulpy kidney may also emerge after flood-
ing or soil disturbance.

Pinkeye in cattle is a common summer 
and autumn issue in Victoria, mainly 
caused by bacteria and spread by flies, 
dust and grass seeds. It leads to tear-
ing, squinting, swollen eyelids and cloudy 
corneas that can progress to ulcers and 
blindness, reducing weight gain and milk 
production. Treatment includes antibiotic 
eye ointments or injections, and veterinar-
ians can help identify the bacterial strain 
affecting the animal.

Controlling flies, slashing pastures to 
reduce seed heads, providing shade, vac-
cinating before fly season and maintain-
ing good nutrition (vitamin A, copper and 
selenium) can help reduce the risk. Early 
detection and isolating affected animals 
help limit the spread and protect herd 
productivity.

Facial eczema and liver disease
Facial eczema is prevalent in humid 

weather conditions, alongside the liver 
disease caused by cattle ingesting spores. 
The spores thrive in dead pasture during 
warm, humid conditions. The toxin dam-
ages the liver and can lead to photosen-
sitisation, reduced milk yield and weight 
loss. Subclinical cases may go unnoticed 
but still affect productivity. Prevention is 
essential and includes monitoring spore 
counts through your vet, supplementing 
with zinc in consultation with your nu-
tritionist or feed company and managing 
grazing to reduce exposure.

Hoof health
Lameness caused by softened hooves from 

prolonged exposure to moisture can in-
crease. Wet laneways and paddocks increase 
the risk of bruising, footrot and white-line 
injury. Preventative measures include main-
taining dry walking surfaces, regular hoof 
checks and prompt treatment of injuries.

Parasites
Parasite burdens can increase during 

humid conditions, as worm larvae survive 
longer on pasture. Calves are especially 
vulnerable to gastrointestinal parasites 
like coccidia and cryptosporidium, which 
cause scours and dehydration. Flystrike 
may also affect cattle with open wounds or 
irritated skin. Regular faecal egg counts, 
strategic drenching and fly control are key 
management tools.

Water quality
Water quality may also decline due to 

contamination from floods, increasing the 
risk of algal blooms, meaning regular wa-
ter testing and access to clean water are 
vital. Proactive management of troughs 
and water sources helps protect herd 
health and maintain productivity during 
challenging weather.

Nutrition
Wet conditions can reduce pasture qual-

ity through waterlogging and lower dry 
matter, affecting cattle nutrition, espe-
cially the energy and protein needed for 
milk production. Supplementing with 
silage or concentrates helps maintain di-
etary balance. Moisture also increases 
disease spread between farms, so limiting 
the movement of animals and equipment 
is important. Regular monitoring and 
record-keeping, including tracking hoof 
health, parasite treatments and water 
quality, supports early intervention and 
protects herd productivity.

Wet and humid conditions 
brings increased risks

Anthony Delaney sells for Elders Delaney Livestock. A14_5025

Varied results at 
Leongatha Store Sale

Eddie Hams of Nutrien South 
Gippsland Livestock was busy buying 
cattle on behalf of local clients on 
Thursday. A16_5025

Jake Anthony and Simon Henderson 
of Phelan & Henderson & Co enjoy 
Thursday’s Store Sale. A15_5025
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DINGO SERVICES
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BEN’S DINGO SERVICES

0408 387 722

l Dingo (rubber tracks)
l Bucket work
l Rotary Hoe
l Trenching
Operating locally 
since 2001

l 2 ton excavator
l Post hole boring

TRADES TRADES    SERVICESSERVICES
DIRECTORY

&

ASPHALTING
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ASPHALT
Schoolgrounds, Driveways

Carparks & repairs

66 Nardoo Street, Cape Paterson 3995

Mike Rowley 0411 412 707

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

f Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

AU22840

AIR CONDITIONING
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CARPET CLEANING
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Cleaner CarpetsCleaner Carpets
Britt

ys

• Carpets • Tiles • Cars• Carpets • Tiles • Cars
• Upholstery • Mattresses• Upholstery • Mattresses

Reasonable rates and friendly service.Reasonable rates and friendly service.
Call David Britt todayCall David Britt today

0400 907 2010400 907 201

CURTAINS & BLINDS
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dollar curtains + blinds

value in every dollar

21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi  5672 2915
www.dollarcurtainsandblinds.com.au

curtains

shutters

blinds

outdoor

DECK RESTORATION
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BEFORE

AFTER

®

Specialists in restoration
& preservation of timber decks

Residential & Commercial

SERVICING ALL OF BASS COAST

1800 332 525
www.deckseal.com.au

CONCRETING
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CONCRETING
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REINFORCED CONCRETE 
SOUTH GIPPSLAND

For all your  
concreting needs

Phone: 0447 137 009
Email: 

reinforcedconcreteaustralia@gmail.com

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
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Nick 0421 170 827
nick@basscoasthvac.com.au

Heating & A/C install and maintenance
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

BUILDER
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Renovating your bathroom?
We specialise in bathroom
renovations and general 
carpentry.

David Cowan 
Builder
0425 811 443
Reg. DB-L71510

EARTHMOVING & TREES
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E: tbunn@outlook.com.au
MACHINERY:

• CAT326 Excavator 26 tonne
• CATD7 Bulldozer 25 tonne

• Giltrap Tip Trailers 16 tonne
• MF 7615 4WD tractor with front 

end loader (180 horsepower) • Power grader 
• Scraper • Large wood chipper that can 

handle any size logs, alternative to burning

EARTH MOVING & TREES
TREVOR BUNN 0427 572 270

AIR CONDITIONING
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AU39230

SAVE UP TO $5,000 
WHEN YOU REPLACE YOUR 

GAS DUCTED HEATING

SALE, INSTALLATION 
& REPAIR 

Ask us how!

citytocoastair.com  
0400 001 465

BUILDER
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Adam Schmidt 0418 139 352
ABN 75092084574

aschmidtbuilders@bigpond.com

Specialising in: • Extensions 
• Renovations • New Homes

Decks & Pergolas
• Stairs-Internal & External

• Private Jetties • Retaining Walls

SCHMIDTBUILDERS
TRADITIONAL QUALITY CARPENTRY

BUILDER
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Specialist builder of period style custom homes.

0428 496 266
brad@bradmccormackhomes.com.au CDB-U 66015

BUILDER
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VANDERMEER & SONS

PAUL VANDERMEER
Mobile: 0427 750 568

FREE QUOTES

Over 25 years experience
Bathrooms a speciality

• Decking • Concrete retainer walls • Kitchens
• Bathrooms  • Plastering • Painting  

• Pergolas • Renovations
• Doors & window installation • Built-in robes

BOOKKEEPING

M
E0

58
0

BAS Agent
26280606

Xero Advisor

Julie Appleyard
0429 425 252

info@jlbbs.com.au

J L BAS &
BOOKKEEPING

SOLUTIONS

CARPENTER
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TRENT 0434 557 936
Bass Coast Carpentry & Maintenance 

FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY 
AND MAINTENANCE NEEDS

CARPET & TILE CLEANING
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Carpet Cleaning • Tile and Grout 
Upholstery • Pressure cleaning

25 years experience, 
no obligation free quotes

ozziecarpetandtilecleaning@gmail.com
BOOK NOW 0438 357 736

ELECTRICIAN
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James 0402 135 292
allaboutelectricalcontracting.com.au

REC 32780
•  24/7 Emergency  

Electricians
• Domestic
• Commercial
• Backup generators
• Renovations
• Undergrounds
• Switchboard upgrades

joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

 Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

 Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

ELECTRICIAN
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joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

 Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

JOEL 0412 950 720
joel@jselectricians.com.au 
www.jselectricians.com.au 

Your local electrical experts:
• New Builds & Renovations

• Switchboard Upgrades 
• TV, Data & Home Networking
• Lighting Design & Installation

• Maintenance & Repairs
• Fault Finding & Fixes

• 24/7 Emergency Service

Virtual fencing technology is an absolute game-changer for farmers
VICTORIAN livestock farmers 

are set to be boosted by huge 
productivity gains after the Min-
ister for Agriculture, Ros Spen-
ce, announced the new regula-
tions under the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals Act 1986, 
giving farmers access to virtual 
fencing and herding technology 
for use across Victorian farms.

The cutting-edge technology al-
lows livestock farmers to guide 
and contain livestock without 
physical fences.

Victorian Farmers Federation 
(VFF) president Brett Hosking 
said the long-awaited decision was 
set to transform farm manage-
ment, animal welfare, and indus-
try sustainability in one of Austra-
lia’s largest livestock sectors.

“This is a huge step forward 
that will deliver real, on-farm 

productivity and welfare bene-
fits for dairy and livestock farm-
ers across Victoria.

“We’ve been working hard to get 
to this decision from the very be-
ginning. Victoria’s livestock and 
dairy sector is poised to see pro-
ductivity gains in excess of tens 
of millions of dollars and is now 
ready to step into the future.”

“This announcement is the 
culmination of years of behind-
the-scenes work, and we thank 
Minister for Agriculture Ros 
Spence for backing this technol-
ogy and working with us to get it 
done,” Mr Hosking said.

United Dairy Farmers of Vic-
toria president Bernie Free said 
the green-lighting of the technol-
ogy will help ensure Victoria’s 
dairy industry has the certainty 
it needs to innovate and remain 

globally competitive.
“Virtual fencing technology is 

an absolute game-changer for 
Victorian dairy farmers. It allows 
farmers to rotate pastures more 
efficiently, protect environmen-
tally sensitive areas, improve an-
imal health outcomes and pro-
vide a safer work environment.

“Victoria is already Australia’s 
dairy industry powerhouse. 
This move is set to reinforce that 
mantle and set the platform for 
the potential of huge growth in 
our local sector.

“We have continually advocat-
ed for a regulatory framework 
that keeps pace with innova-
tion, while maintaining strong 
animal welfare standards. The 
outcome announced on Wednes-
day, December 10, achieves ex-
actly that, and it sets an exciting 

precedent for the years ahead,” 
Mr Free said.

A demonstration of virtual 
fencing technology took place at 
Agriculture Victoria’s Ellinbank 
SmartFarm in Gippsland be-
tween July 2024 and May 2025.

Dairy cattle were fitted with so-
lar-powered smart collars that 
use audio, vibration and elec-
tronic cues to contain animals 
within a virtual fence and guide 
them to areas of the farm via a 
mobile phone app. The system 
also allowed farm staff to moni-
tor the cows’ location, health 
and reproductive status.

The trial demonstrated how 
virtual fencing technology can en-
hance livestock management, en-
abling farmers to monitor animal 
health and location in real time. 
Cows adapted well to the system.

Minister for Agriculture, Ros Spence, 
during a demonstration of virtual 
fencing technology at Agriculture 
Victoria’s Ellinbank SmartFarm in 
Gippsland.
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HOME & GARDEN
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Gippsland Home & Garden Maintenance

• Lawns - small acreages, large residential blocks
• Customised holiday property packages
•  Seasonal fruit tree pruning 
•  Complete bathroom reno’s  

by qualified tradesman 
•  Tiling, painting,  

pressure cleaning John 0414 917 468
Call now for a quote!

Years of quality 

experience

TRADES TRADES    SERVICESSERVICES
DIRECTORY

&

ROOF RESTORATION

S.O.S.ROOFING

Call Steve 0412 160 071Call Steve 0412 160 071

YOUR LOCAL ROOFER

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

• Find and � x leaks • Roof repainting
• Roo� ng repointing • Valley renewal

• Roof demossing • Guttering • Gutter cleaning JE
N
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SECURITY
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South Gippsland 
Security Services

• Patrols  • Guards  •  Alarm responses
• Alarm monitoring

Your local security company for 
Leongatha, Korumburra & district

Call Peter & Lesley Allman 5662 4280
Mob. 0427 516 317. Fax 5662 4259. 

                       sgsecurity@bigpond.comLic. No. 655-194-50S

GUTTER CLEANING

LB
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02VACUUM 
GUTTER CLEANING

Tree Pruning & Removals | Solar Panel Cleaning
Fully insured and 20 years experience

FREE QUOTES
Phone Lochie
0417 315 846
Servicing all areas
impacttg@bigpond.com

1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496

SOLAR
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1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496

Contracting
Cherry Picker
Qualified Arborist 
Qualified Climber
Chipper/Tree Removals
Stump Grinding

TREE SERVICES
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Office Duane Thomas
0493 425 800 0409 968 040

Fully Insured

www.treex.com.au

WINDOW REPLACEMENT
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P: 0418 686 583
ALUMINIUM & TIMBER WINDOW REPLACEMENT

DECKS   |   PERGOLAS  |   VERANDAS

MARK
WESTERNPORT
WINDOWS AND HOME MAINTENANCE

HYGIENE SERVICES
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medico

HYGIENE SERVICES

WASTE DISPOSAL

�

Collection of clinical and related waste including sharps

�

Servicing ALL washroom related products

- Sanitary units, nappy units

- Air freshener units, W/C & urinal deep cleans

�

FREE clinical and related waste audits

�

Confidential document disposal service

(1800 633 426)

 Phone:1800 medico

www.medicoservices.com.au

Servicing all  of 

Victoria and Southern

New South Wales

NEED 

A SOLUTION?  

WE HAVE IT!

100% Australian owned and operated

HYGIENE SERVICES
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medico

Phone:1800 medico (1800 633 426)
www.medicoservices.com.au 100% Australian owned and operated

HYGIENE SERVICES
WASTE DISPOSAL

• Collection of clinical and related waste including sharps
• Servicing ALL washroom related products
   - Sanitary units, nappy units
   - Air freshener units, W/C & urinal deep cleans
• FREE clinical and related waste audits
• Confidential document disposal service

Servicing all of
Victoria and Southern

New South Wales

NEED
A SOLUTION?
WE HAVE IT!

LAWN MOWING

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning, hedging, 
rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, weeding, 

mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

RISK FREE
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STEEL & ROOFING SUPPLIES

LB
07

02

5664 7408 | 0427 343 498 | 134 Whitelaw St, Meeniyan
shaun@mcraeengineering.net.au

DELIVERIES ARRANGED OR PICK UPS WELCOME

GENERAL  FABRICATION, STRUCTURAL STEEL,
FARM AND EARTHMOVING,  

MACHINERY REPAIRS, SHEDS, DAIRIES ETC.

McRae Engineering

ELECTRONICS
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James Dell
10 Ashenden Street

Leongatha, Vic, 3953
5662 3891

admin@gardnerelectronics.com.au

Security/Access control • CCTV • TV
• Data/Phone • Home Theatre • PA

Gardner Electronics

FLOORING
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LET US GIVE YOU A QUOTE

carpetone.com.au 
21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi 

5672 2915

PAINTER / DECORATOR
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M & J PAINTING

Call Mal 0448 101 771

Commercial/Scheduled maintenance
Reliable and prompt

SPECIALISING IN
PRE-SALE MAKEOVERS

All aspects of painting

HOME MAINTENANCE
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For all repairs and  
improvements to your home.

Quality workmanship at affordable prices.

Call Peter: 0466 115 776
Registered Builder - No: DB-U 4466

Bass Coast
HOME MAINTENANCE  

& IMPROVEMENTS

PAINTER
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LOCAL 
PAINTER
Aden Vandermeer.
Wonthaggi and  
surrounding areas.
FREE QUOTE.

0455 527 714

TILING
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Ser v ic ing Nyora,  Loch and Kor umbur ra

PAINTER
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BRUSH STROKESBRUSH STROKES
PAINTING SERVICE

MIKE FERNLEYMIKE FERNLEY

0488 158 556

No job too small

MECHANICAL SALES & REPAIRS
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welshpooloutdoors@bigpond.com.au
19 Main Street, Welshpool, VIC, 3966 

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
WORKSHOP REPAIRS

ORIGIN GAS DELIVERIES

Ph: 03 5688 1304

WELSHPOOL
OUTDOORS
OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
Ph: 03 5688 1304

LANDSCAPING & CONCRETING 
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A.B LANDSCAPING 
& CONCRETING

• Retaining Walls • Paving
• Small Brick Repairs 

• Concreting  • Landscaping 
SMALL JOBS WELCOME

Phone Andrew 0408 822 263

TREE SERVICES
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Call Brendan Ryan 0448169 258

• Firewood Sales
• Tree care and advice • Pruning 

• Removal • Mulching • Stump grinding

• Free Quotes. 
•  Qualified Arborist  

and Fully Insured. 
•  Over 10 years  

expertise.

GARAGES & SHEDS
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Ask us about our patios.
Your local, qualifi ed project specialist.

Permits, construction. 1st class service.

Contact Gavin 0433 902 969
www.gippslandgarages.com

FREE QUOTES  Site visits subject to T&C’s.

AUTHORISED DEALER

PLUMBING

• Domestic
• Maintenance
• Renovations

Paul Macdermid

Cape Paterson Plumbing

0409 744 891
5674 4801 Lic no. 48525

AF0062

TREE SERVICES
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Gippsland
Tree Services

10+ Years Experience

Matt Harris
0407 245 381

• Arborists • Large Ewp
• Mulching • Insured

• Tree Removals
FREE QUOTES

WASTE SOLUTIONS

Call the commercial and residential 
waste specialists today!

www.wheelawaste.com.au

5672 2056

Permanent 
waste solutions

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
EPA Registered R000301404

EXCAVATIONS

www.bjhexcavations.com.au

BILLY HUITEMA 0458 757 062
www.bjhexcavations.com.au

FOR ALL YOUR 
EXCAVATION NEEDS...

www.bjhexcavations.com.au
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Site Clean Ups
Driveways | Drainage

Auger | Rock Grab
Retaining walls

WEED SPRAYING
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Weed season is upon us!
We Specialise In  

Difficult To Access Hill Country

CALL OR TEXT MARTIN 0499 024 480
www.hillcountryagdrones.com.au/

We can help
•  Weed Spot Spraying 

or Broad Acre
•  Fertilising

RESTUMPING
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RESTUMPING &
RELEVELLING

Restumping, levelling,
house raising and repacking,

all renovation works.
CALL 0418 506 788

Licence DBL24625

PLASTERER

All aspects of
Rendering & Plastering

New and existing homes

0400 599 170

FJ Marotta  
Rendering & Plastering

Looking for a Plasterer?
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Family owned and locally based Funeral 
Directors. We bring 25 years experience 

to families in Traralgon, Morwell, 
Churchill, Moe, Trafalgar, Korumburra 

and surrounding areas. 
THE CHOICE IS YOURS 

Practical, sensible and affordable. 
We offer both at-need and pre-paid 
funerals. Dignity and Respect, always. 

CREMATION PACKAGES 
FROM $3,300

www.harwoodfunerals.com.au
For 24/7 support 0405 669 532
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Office & Chapel
24 Anderson  Street, Leongatha

03 56 622 717
www.handleyfuneralservices.com.au

24 hours, 7 days a week
Member of Funerals Australia

Proudly supporting 
families across the 
Gippsland Region

Caring and personal 24 hour Service
Main office Wonthaggi

3085 Loch-Wonthaggi Road, Wonthaggi 
(P.O Box 35)

Cowes office (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171
Email: info@handafunerals.com.au

www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au

Locally owned  
and operated by 

Scott & Sharon 
Anderson
5672 1074
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HMC15019

Services provided to suit your needs
OFFICE HOURS 

9AM – 5PM MONDAY TO FRIDAY
Phone 5672 3123

102 Graham Street, Wonthaggi
www.milkinsfunerals.com.au

SERVICING ALL DISTRICTS
CHAPEL FACILITIES AVAILABLE

A trusted name in 
Wonthaggi for over 50 years

To find out more please call 1300 386 375 or visit gippslandfuneralservices.com.au

We’ve been helping 
Gippslanders with care and 
respect for over 125 years.
 
1390 Maffra Road Sale 
03 5143 2477 

Pre-planning your 
funeral really takes 
the pressure off  
loved ones at  
a difficult time.

BIRD, Linda Jane:  
24.04.1969 - 07.12.2025  

Passed away 
peacefully at home in 

Broome WA.  
Dearly loved partner  

of Adrian.  
Loved daughter of 

John and Betty (dec.).  
Fond stepdaughter of 

Ketha (dec.).  
Much loved little sister 
and sister-in-law of Jill 

and Oon, Kim and 
Doug, Paul and Diana.  
Adored aunty of Cassi 
and Ryan, Marni and 
Adam, Max, and Tom. 
Treasured great aunty 

of Rory, Pippa, Arlo 
and Solly.  

Dear friend of Garry, 
Maxine and Paul.  

Our beautiful Lindy 
Lou, you were a free 
spirit with a heart that 

longed to see the 
world. Though your 

journey here ended too 
soon, your spirit will 
forever wander the 

beautiful places you 
loved.  

Privately cremated.  
A memorial service will 
be held for Linda at a 

later date.

BIRD, Linda:  
Forever a part of the 

Mitchell Family.  
 John (dec.), Leslie, 
Michelle and Fiona.

DAL LAGO,  
Adrian Charles:  
DOB 26.05.1955  

Died unexpectedly on 
09-12-2025.  

Much loved husband  
of Susan.  

Adored father and 
father-in-law of Luke 

and Katrina, Peter and 
Amanda, Marcus  

and Isabella.  
Cherished ‘Nonno’ of 
Jack, Anna, Bonnie, 
Imogen, Isla, Angus 

and Billie.  
 Deeply sad, forever in 

our hearts.  
For funeral details 
contact Rosebud. 

Funerals 5986 8491 

DAL LAGO,  
Adrian Charles:  

Dearly loved son of 
Gus and Kay (both 
dec.). Beloved older 

brother of Peter, Mary 
and Anna.  

Special brother-in-law 
of Stephen and John. 

Much loved uncle to all 
his nieces and 

nephews.  

 
My older brother 

Adrian, always there, 
true and honest. Never 

a bad word between 
us. Will miss you as I 

looked up to you. 
Broken as we are, but 

mended in your 
memory.  

Love always, your little 
brother Peter.  

DEATHSDEATHS
 DAL LAGO,  

Adrian Charles: 
With deep sadness we 

say goodbye to our 
beloved brother, 
brother-in-law  

and uncle.  
A true gift to  
all our lives.  

No one so loved is  
ever lost. He will be 

deeply missed.  
Till we meet again.  

Love always, Mary and 
Stephen. Mairead, 
Cade, Lilah, Nyah, 
Louis and Kanoa. 

Justin, Jenna, Harry 
and Lacey. Calvin, 

Skye, Gus and Archie. 
Hannah, Josh, Albie 

and Lexi.  
Arrivederci  

 With broken hearts we 
sadly farewell a most 

cherished brother, 
friend and uncle.   
John, Anna, Ruby  

and Caitlin.  
Treasured memories of 

all our special times 
together.

DAL LAGO,  
Adrian Charles:  

 Beloved son-in-law of 
Norm and Amy Davis 

(both dec.). Dearly 
loved by all the Davis 

family and clan. 

DAL LAGO,  
Adrian Charles:  
Loved cousin of 

Maureen and Peter. 
Cherished memories of 

a wonderful man. 

DAL LAGO,  
Adrian:  

We are shocked and 
devastated by the 

sudden passing of our 
great mate Adrian. Our 
thoughts go to Susan, 

the boys and their 
families. It will never be 

the same.  
--- The Wonthaggi 

Crew

DOBSON  
(nee Down/Graham), 

Leesa Maree:   
Sunrise: 16.04.1971  
Sunset: 10.12.2025    
Loved daughter of 

Sandra. Loving sister 
of Kelle.    

Adored Mum to 
Jordane. Cherished 
Aunty to Ashleigh, 

Thomas, Jarrad and 
Steph.    

A proud great aunty 
and dearly loved by all 
her family and friends.    
 Well behaved women 
rarely make history.

DOBSON  
(nee Down/Graham), 

Leesa Maree:  
Sunrise: 16.04.1971  
Sunset: 10.12.2025  

Those we love don’t go 
away, they walk  

beside us every day.  

Unseen, unheard  
but always near.  

Still loved, still missed 
and very dear.  

We love you.  

Mum (Sandy), Kelle 
and Paul, Ashleigh, 

Max, Cillian, Thomas 
and Casey. 

DEATHSDEATHS
HAYWOOD, Max 
Edward ‘Nugget:’  

19.06.1938- 04.12.2025.  

With great sadness we 
announce the peaceful 

passing of Max 
‘Nugget’ Haywood at 

Bathurst Base 
Hospital.  

Lovingly blessed 
husband of Wendy 

Haywood. Adored dad 
of Natalie Moase. 

Treasured uncle, loved 
brother-in-law, and 

long-standing 
wonderful friend  

to many.  

Forever in our  
hearts always. 

HAYWOOD,  
Max (Nugget):  

Passed away at the 
Bathurst Hospital, 

December 4, 2025.  
Treasured and dearly 

loved friend for  
73 years.  

Alan and Barbara 
(dec.) Sperling  

and family.  
Innings well  

played Nugget. 

MILLER, Elaine:  
16.05.1936 - 07.12.2025.  

 A joyous presence, 
generous nature, her 

laughter heard  
from afar.  

Loved by so many, 
loved many in return.  

A warm embrace, if an 
embrace could be a 
person themselves.  

 Mum/Gran, you will be 
sorely missed, and we 
are so grateful to have 
had you so present in 

our lives.  

With love always and 
forever, Alan, Janene, 

Ross and Claire. 

MILLER, Elaine:  
The committee and 

members of the 
Inverloch RSL extend 

their sincere 
sympathies to Jack 
and family on the 
passing of Elaine.

MILLER, Elaine:  
 The Committee and 

Members of the 
Inverloch Bowling Club 
are mourning the loss 
of Past President and 

long-time Member, 
Elaine Miller.  

Rest in peace Elaine, 
knowing your 

enormous contribution 
was valued. We will all 
miss your smiling face 
and welcoming manner 
around the Club. Our 
condolences to Jack 

and the family. 

DEATHSDEATHS
O’LOUGHLIN  
(nee Harvey),  
Shirley May:  

14.02.1939 - 04.12.2025  

Much loved Mum of 
Shane and Donna, 
Peter and Michelle.  

Dearly loved wife of 
John (dec.).  

Treasured Granny to 
Tomi, Jesse and 
Samantha, Kate  

and Ellie.  

Great Granny to Lani, 
Alby and Maggie. 

  

As per Shirley’s 
wishes, a private burial 

was held.  

 Shirley’s family  
would like to thank the 

wonderful staff at 
Carinya Lodge  
for their care.

QUEALE,  
Kevin Albert:  

Passed away 
peacefully on 

December 12, 2025.  

Aged 88 years.  

Loved husband  
of Judith.  

 Loving Dad and  
father-in-law of Kym 

and Bob, Karen, 
Rodney and Janna, 
Janelle and Mick, 

Shannyn and Paul.  

Adored Poppy and 
Poppa Kev to all his 
grandchildren and 

great grandchildren.  

‘Keep ya chin up.’  

A Celebration of Life 
service will be held in 
the New Year, details 
will be advised at a 
later date via our 
website, www.

handleyandanderson 
funerals.com.au 

DEATHSDEATHS

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINE 
12 NOON

MONDAYS

To place  
a notice 

on this page 
please call 
5672 1888

DOBSON:  

A Celebration for the 
Life of Leesa Maree 

Dobson will be held at 
Handley and Anderson 

Chapel, 3085  
Loch-Wonthaggi Road, 
Wonthaggi on Friday, 
December 19, 2025, 

commencing at 
11:11am.  

Privately Cremated.  

For live-streaming go 
to www.handleyand 
andersonfunerals. 

com.au.  
  

HAYWOOD:  

We invite you to join us 
(wearing a touch of 

blue) to say goodbye to 
Mr. Max Haywood at a 
Requiem Mass at the 

Cathedral of St Michael 
and St John, Bathurst 
on Friday, December 
19, 2025, at 11:30am.  

Live Streaming link can 
be accessed via www.

renshawsfunerals. 
com.au.  

 

FUNERALSFUNERALS

HANKS, Len:  
On behalf of the Hanks 

family, we wish to 
extend our thanks to 

everyone for their 
phone calls, visits, 
flowers and food, 

thoughtful gestures on 
the occasion of Len’s 

passing.  
 We are grateful to all 

who attended and 
those who shared their 
stories, memories and 
tributes plus the Fergie 
tractors. We believe he 
could not have had a 

better send off. Special 
thanks to the celebrant 

Wendy Rutjens.  
Dad to Pam, (Elizabeth 

and Shiela dec.), 
Trevor, Susan, (Dianne 

dec.), Karen, Linda, 
Douglas and partners 

and families.  
We will meet again, I 

don’t know when, but I 
do know where.  

Miss you heaps, your 
wife of 66 years,  

Ethel xx.

BEREAVEMENTBEREAVEMENT
THANKSTHANKS

GOLF CLUBS:  
Set of golf clubs R.H.  

Brosnan brand,  
good condition.  

Comes with caddy.  
$150,  

Ph. 0408 325 997

FOR SALEFOR SALE

USED CARSUSED CARS
TRUCKS & TRACTORSTRUCKS & TRACTORS

JE
N

C
50
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BASS COAST 
CAR REMOVALS
We pay you for your 

unwanted cars, 
4x4’s & trucks

We can remove farm 
scrap metal for free. 

Towing now available.
Call Shane  

7 days a week
5678 2002 or  
0407 599 616

NOTICE TO
ADVERTISERS:
Advertisements offering a  
used motor car for sale must 
include in the advertisement:
(a)   The cash price of the  

motor car; and
(b)  Whichever of the 

following is applicable...
•  If the motor car is 

registered, the registration 
number; or

•  If the motor car is 
unregistered, the engine 
number of the vehicle. H

M
C

14
13

9

WANTED ANTIQUES, 
COLLECTABLES, 

ESTATE LOTS, 
JEWELLERY AND 

SHED ITEMS:  
Cash paid.  

0417 108 286.

WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY
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BASS 
MARKET
Christmas Gifts

for everyone!
Community Market,

Hade Ave,
Saturday 

December 20,
8am – 1pm
All enquiries to
0490 852 753

PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

13 11 14

HELP IS AS
CLOSE AS THE

TELEPHONE H
M

C
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RAFFLE WINNERS:  

Fish Creek & District 
Fire Brigade Christmas 

raffle winners:  

1st - Geoff Hall  
2nd - Nadia Stefani   
3rd - Ross Jarred  

Thank you to everyone 
who supported  

our raffle.  

 Thank you to our prize 
donors -  

Total Tools - Wonthaggi  
Capeview Mitre 10 - 

Leongatha  
Browns Stock Feed - 

Leongatha  
Marriott Motorcycles 

- Leongatha  
ACE Industrial - 

Leongatha  
Haymes Paints - 

Leongatha  
Repco - Leongatha  

Autopro - Leongatha  
Home Hardware - 

Leongatha  
Ag Warehouse - 

Leongatha  
Brown/Wigg - 

Meeniyan 

ROADWORKS:  

Roadworks will take 
place on Bass Highway 

at Wonthaggi, just 
north of the 

intersection with 
Korumburra Road.  

The works will 
commence on 

Tuesday, December 9, 
2025, and aim to be 

completed by 
Wednesday, December 

17, 2025.  

The works involve an 
extension to the  
Centre Island.  

During this time a 
40km work zone speed 

limit will be in place.

JA
23

68
7

Two part-time jobs at Yanakie, 
travel time and good wages paid.

Suit willing candidates  
able to start asap.

David 0409 080 610

Labourer/
Handyman

SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANT
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ClassifiedsSentinel-Times

Advertising conditions:
Full name and address of advertiser must be 
supplied even though not necessarily 
included in advertisement.

The publishers reserve the right to omit and 
alter any advertisement. Please check your 
ad is correct the first day it appears. While 
every care is taken to ensure your ad is 
correct, errors can occur. We regret that we 
cannot be responsible for any errors beyond 
the first day if you fail to bring it to our 
attention.

All advertisements must be prepaid unless 
client has an existing credit facility. Accounts 
are due and payable on the due date as 
shown on the account.

The Motor Car Traders Regulations:

States that from July 1, 1998 all 
advertisements for used vehicles including 
motorcycles must include the cash price 
of vehicle and registration number or 
engine number if not registered.

Payments accepted:

Please note that double column advertisements 
requiring a proof must be received at least two 
hours prior to deadline and proofs will not be 
provided for single column advertisements.

DEADLINES

TO ADVERTISE

Classified single column
Mondays 12.00 noon

Classified double column
Fridays 3.00pm

Office Hours:
9am-5pm Monday to Friday

Phone: 
5672 1888

Email: 
ads@sgst.com.au

In person: 
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi

Mail: 
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi

Sentinel-Times

McRae Engineering
Is currently seeking a

SALESMAN / 
YARD MANAGER

To work in its sales division selling
roofing and steel supplies.

This is a full time permanent position for 
immediate start and is an ideal opportunity 
for a hard working person to work as both 
part of team and individually in our steel 
and roofing sales division in Meeniyan.

Skills and Experiences  
that are of an advantage:
Experience in the plumbing  

and steel industries,
Sales experience,  

Good customer relation skills,
Car / Forklift / Truck Licences.

Work hours start from 7:30am 
Monday to Friday.
Wages negotiable.

To apply please email Shaun at
shaun@mcraeengineering.net.au
to arrange a time to meet and discuss 

further or to drop off a resumé.

M
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Bairs Hotel Leongatha is seeking an 
experienced and motivated Chef to join  

our busy kitchen team. Full-time or  
part-time hours available, above award 

wages, Applicants must be reliable, 
organised, and confident working  
in a fast-paced pub environment.

Start date-mid January 2026 
Short term accommodation available  

for the successful applicant.
To Apply: Please forward CV to  

bairshotel@hotmail.com  
or phone 5662 2017

Chef

Much hardship and difficulty is caused to 
jobseekers by misleading advertisements 
placed in the employment columns.
Our Positions Vacant / Situations Vacant 
columns are reserved for advertisements 
which carry a specific and genuine offer of 
employment.
Ads for ‘Business Opportunities’, 
‘Commission Only/Sales,’ training courses 
and employment services should be 
submitted under those headings.
Placing misleading job ads is an offence 
against the ACL and all advertisements 
are subject to the publisher’s approval. 
For further advice contact the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission on 
1300 302 502 or Consumer Affairs Victoria.

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE:

SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANT

PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

If you can give, please  
give where you live.  

www.bccf.org.au

Making a real difference 
in the lives of people 

across Bass Coast.

Football and former school friends of Troy Sinclair have the last laugh, all 
dressed in North Melbourne jumpers, as they send their mate off ahead of 
his wedding early next year.

Footy theme for Troy’s bucks’ party
A DAY at the picnic rac-

es, a round of golf or a 
pub crawl are classic op-
tions for sending a mate 
off before he gets mar-
ried.

But in the absence 
of a local race meet-
ing, footy friends and 
former school mates of 
Leongatha’s Troy Sin-
clair picked a bus tour 
to some popular local 
drinking holes as the 

ideal activity on a pleas-
ant Saturday afternoon.

But they couldn’t re-
sist a dig at their mate’s 
tragic choice of foot-
ball teams, all decking 
themselves out in any 
bought or borrowed 
North Melbourne guern-
sey they could find, 
with a blaze of blue and 
white emerging from the 

Burge’s bus each time 
they pulled up at the 
next venue.

“Where did you get all 
those North Melbourne 
jumpers?”

“From everyone we 
know,” they said.

Mr Sinclair acknowl-
edged the joke but is 
well used to the banter. 
He gets married to fi-
ancée Bree Newton on 
January 23.

By Michael Giles

CELEBRATED contem-
porary Melbourne artist 
Kay Abude has been an-
nounced as the lead for 
the new Public Art Com-
mission at The Union 
Theatre in Wonthaggi, as 
the theatre closes out an 
astounding year celebrat-
ing 100 years. 

Announced earlier this 
year on International 
Women’s Day, Bass Coast 
Shire Council was suc-
cessful in their applica-
tion as part of the Victo-
rian Women’s Public Art 
Fund to develop a public 
artwork titled ‘Pennies in 
the Petties’, celebrating 
our local trailblazing Won-
thaggi Miners’ Women’s 
Auxiliary.

The women’s activism, 
leadership and communi-
ty strength shaped Wont-
haggi’s identity and played 
a nationally significant 
role in advocacy for work-
ers’ rights, gender equal-
ity and social reform.

Following a competitive 
selection process, Abude 
was chosen for her deeply 
considered, community-
led approach and her 
strong commitment to 
honouring local history. 

Working in collabora-
tion with Tilt Industrial 
Design, her proposal in-
cludes a series of com-
munity workshops, sto-
rytelling forums and 
collaborative design ses-
sions, culminating in a 
major public artwork for 
the front of The Union 
Theatre.

Drawing from the “hem” 
metaphor, a second art-
work will also be included 
inside the theatre.

Abude has been consult-
ing with the Wonthaggi 
and District Historical So-
ciety and local residents, 
whose grandparents and 

families were involved, 
not only in the mines at 
the time, but particularly 
the Women’s Auxiliary.  

The design process will 
use archival photographs, 
historic texts, oral histo-
ries and community-gen-
erated concepts, creating 
artwork that is collectively 
made with the communi-
ty, not simply for it. 

Bass Coast Mayor, Cr 
Rochelle Halstead, said 
the project represents a 
powerful and timely mo-
ment for Wonthaggi.

“We are incredibly 
proud to welcome Kay 
Abude to this important 
project. It is so mean-
ingful to honour the ex-
traordinary women who 
shaped the town’s story. 
What excites me most 
is Kay’s commitment to 
working hand-in-hand 
with our community – lis-
tening to stories, weaving 

our history into the de-
sign, and creating a piece 
that truly belongs to Won-
thaggi.”

Abude is thrilled to be 
collaborating with local 
residents in bringing the 
artwork to life.

“I’m really excited to be 
learning about the history 
of the auxiliary and find-
ing elements that reso-
nate with the communi-
ty,” Abude said.

“There’s so much his-
tory, and I look forward 
to working with the com-
munity.” 

The artwork will be de-
veloped in early 2026, 
with community engage-
ment at the heart of each 
stage. Workshops will 
invite local families, his-
torical groups and de-
scendants of the Women’s 
Auxiliary to participate 
directly in the creative 
process.

Kay Abude to lead women 
in new art commission

Kaye Abude will be working with local residents to create 
a new, exciting public art commission that will be posi-
tioned outside at the top of The Union Theatre, celebrating 
Wonthaggi’s Miners’ Women’s Auxiliary. C101_5025
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WONTHAGGI and District Netball As-
sociation Indoor Night Netball held its 
Grand Finals last Tuesday, December 9. 

W&DNA would like to thank all their 
fabulous umpires and especially the 16 
teams for entering, and the elves who 
help with setting up every week. We all 
love playing in the new stadium. 

It was great to see new players join in 
and mums playing with their daughters 
and sisters. Also, the improvement and 
growth of many teams and players. Just 
playing and having fun is what really 
counts.

This year’s overall best, fairest and im-
pressive players of the season went to 
Ellie Bates of the Sapphires, runner-up 
Olivia Watson (Net Chicks) and in third 
place Holly Forysth (Spice Goals). Emma 
Ton (Sapphires) finished a close fourth 
but was the goaler of the season with over 
300 goals thrown. Congratulations, you 
all had a great season, and it was well 
deserved.

Section one
Section one saw the Sapphires play 

Scrambled Legs. This was a very con-
tested game with lots of intercepts and ac-
tion happening. Both teams had to work 
hard; there was a lot of pressure all over 
the court. Sapphires were up by four at the 
first break, then Scrambled Legs got with-
in one goal, but Sapphires held the lead 
by three at half-time, then five at three-
quarter time. The goals being thrown from 
afar were impressive, clean bombs and 
amazing to watch. Congratulations to both 

teams on a great Grand Final game. Well 
done, Sapphires, on a great season. The 
final score was 43 to 32.

Congratulations to the Spice Girls and 
Opals for making section one, great effort, 
but unfortunately were eliminated the pre-
vious week.

Section two
Well done to Hot Shots and Out of the 

Blue on making the section two finals; 
however, it was the High Flyers and Jag-
uars who made it through to the grand fi-
nal match-up. High Flyers were up by one 
at first break, then Jaguars were up by one 
at half-time. Jaguars tore away in the third 
quarter by 12, but credit to High Flyers, 
who fought back and had a very close last 
quarter. Congratulations to both teams on 
a terrific game, Jaguars 39 to High Flyers 
26.

Social
Our Social Netball Section was awarded 

to The Goal Diggers. They won their elimi-
nation final 54 to 35, finding their form 
and players late in the season. Well done, 
girls.

W&DNA would like to wish everybody 
a safe and Happy Christmas. Enjoy the 
break. Hopefully, we will see you for the In-
door Night Summer Competition starting 
in February 2026. 

Visit our new website, soon to be 
launched. Huge thanks to our new, truly 
amazing working group who will be re-
starting Junior Winter Saturday morning 
netball in 2026. Stay tuned, it’s coming.

Wonthaggi & District Netball Association Indoor Night 
competition best and fairest runner-up Olivia Watson (Net 
Chicks), winner Ellie Bates (Sapphires), and third Holly Forysth 
(Spice Goals).

Sapphires shine and Jaguars surge
W&DNA section one, winners Sapphires: from left, back, Deb Griffin, Jessica Mersin, Kate McCracken, Emma Ton, Milly Jobe, Lee Storti (capt), Sally Wells, Ellie 

Bates, Joanne Smith and Jackie Kent. Runners-up Scrambled Legs: front, Abbey McCaughan, Clare Peterson, Casey Tumino, Georgia Slidders, Oona Shepherd, 
Nicole Creaser and Katrina Slidders (capt). Absent: Mackenzie Slidders.

Social netball winners, The Goal Diggers, back from left, Kimberly Carter-
Weston, Ashlin Stewart, Bec Woods, Ro Grayson and Kim Pike. Front, Cassey 
Jordan-Lelliott, Maddy Egglestone(Capt) and Eden McInnes.

W&DNA section two, winners Jaguars: from left, back, Lani Birkett (coach), Jya Donohue, 
Jo Duscher, Alyce Tack, Brigette Tack, Claire Satchwell, Abbey Beveridge, Melissa Beveridge 
and Zoe Lowe. Absent: Sharlotte Hogan and Vivienne Carfrae. With runners-up High Flyers, 
front, Felicity Tack, Elisa Wintle, Georgia Wintle, Imogen Lockhart, Jaycee Trewavis (capt), 
Zoe Ruter and Ruby McGillivray. Not pictured: Louise Strickland.

SPORT  | NETBALL
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TIDETIDE  
GUIDEGUIDE
TIDAL PREDICTIONS FROM 
PORT PHILLIP HEADS

Approx. Tide Variations: Seal Rocks,  
Venus Bay, Waratah Bay and Cape 

Woolamai (Same), Tooradin +2hrs 45, 
Cowes Pier +50, Stony Point +40

2.24am
0.81m
9.03am
1.33m
3.14pm
0.48m
10.41pm
1.35m

3.24am
0.89m
9.49am
1.28m
4.10pm
0.46m
11.39pm
1.40m

4.35am
0.94m
10.41am
1.25m
5.07pm
0.44m

12.33am
1.46m
5.48am
0.93m
11.35am
1.25m
6.01pm
0.40m

1.20am
1.51m
6.47am
0.89m
12.28pm
1.26m
6.50pm
0.36m

2.01am
1.56m
7.35am
0.84m
1.17pm
1.29m
7.35pm
0.33m

2.39am
1.60m
8.16am
0.79m
2.04pm
1.32m
8.15pm
0.30m

TUESDAY
December 16

WEDNESDAY
December 17

THURSDAY
December 18

FRIDAY
December 19

SATURDAY
December 20

SUNDAY
December 21

MONDAY
December 22

Email us your 
fishing photos

news@sgst.com.au

RIVERSIDE TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION

Section 1 Doubles: 
Drouin Maroon 5–40 def 

Moe 4–40
Warragul 4–37 def by Dr-

ouin Gold 5–40. Neerim Dis-
trict – Bye

Section 1/2 Singles: 
Moe White 2–36 def by Tra-

falgar Red 4–48. Trafalgar 
White 4–36 def Drouin Ma-
roon 2–24. Drouin Gold 1–18 
def by Warragul 5–45. Moe 
Blue - BYE

Section 2 Doubles
Trafalgar 7–47 def Poowong 

2–34. Warragul 5–45 def Hal-
lora 4– 38. Neerim District 
2–29 def by Drouin 7–53

PHILLIP ISLAND  
BRIDGE CLUB

THIS week at Monday’s 
session, Anne Hodgson and 
Caroline Shaw on 64.33 per 
cent won narrowly from Jean 
Barbour and Greg Nicholson 
on 64 per cent.

Six tables competed.
On Wednesday, Shirley 

Stewart and Jill Short won 
with 62.5 per cent.

Five and a half tables com-
peted.

SOUTH GIPPSLAND 
BRIDGE CLUB

ON DECEMBER 8, Sean 
Munley and Bruce Higgs 
carried the field with a re-
sounding 66.5, followed by 
Lois Dwyer and Anne Gib-
son with 58, Mary Brewis 
and Neville Chapman (63.5) 
and Anne Speakman and 
Peter Campbell (52.5) play-
ing E/W.

Tuesday’s Nationwides in 
Wonthaggi saw Ruth Har-
vey and Sue Edwards score 
59.33 playing N/S. Then 
Lois Dwyer and Alan John-
ston (58.33), Ann Rind-
er and Neville Chapman 
(54.81), Matti Shub and 
John Quayle (52.98). E/W, 
Hannah Martin and Mau-
reen Stiles (58.98), Julie 
Perriam and Anne Gibson 
(53.32), Bron Sund and 
Mike Dooley (52.83).

Alan Johnston and Clive 
Hope ruled N/S decisively 
on Friday (65.76), followed 
by Matti Shub and John 
Quayle (61.65), Sean Mun-
ley and Bruce Higgs (60.84), 
Julie Perriam and Anne 
Gibson (56.38), Hannah 
Martin and Ruth Stevenson 
(47.79). E/W, Penny Lan-
ser and Doug McIntosh also 
got an impressive score of 
65.16. Then Faye Rowlands 
and Bron Sund (60.27), 
Lois Dwyer and Robyn Egan 
(56.25), Marie Sands and 
Maureen Stiles (53.82).

All figures are percentag-
es of total points available. 
Anyone wanting to learn the 
game or join the Club please 
contact president Mary on 
0427 338 598 or secretary 
Kathy on 0438 859 561.

SPORTS

WONTHAGGI and District 
Netball Association Wednesday 
Junior Spring Twilight Mixed 
Competition wrapped up with 
the Grand Final on November 
26 with 24 teams participating 
over the season.

Overall, eleven Under 11 
teams, eight Under 13 teams 

and five Under 15 teams par-
ticipated. 

In the Under 13s Grand Final 
the Flamingos defeated Coast-
al Queens 20-14, whilst the 
Under 15 Hot Shots defeated 
Caramel Slice 24-21.

W&DNA would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all 

those involved but especially 
Angela and Chris for organis-
ing this wonderful competition. 

It was delightful to see the 
courts full and everyone enjoy-
ing netball on Wednesday af-
ternoons.

Also welcome to the new 
working group who are  

organising the 2026 Saturday 
Morning Winter Competition. 
Stay tuned. New Website. New 
Energy so exciting.

W&DNA welcomes all young 
children in the area to come 
along and learn to play this 
great team sport. Teams and 
individuals welcomed.

Under 13s winners the Flamingos, back from left, Elanor Hullick, Ruby Pedersen, Alice Martindale, Skylar Garrick, Bella Oudshoom, 
Leah Williams, Ivy Addison, Eivie Kimber and Mila Wylie. Runners-up the Coastal Queens, front, Eva Bell, Dae Anderson, Zaya Cole, 
Olive Callis, Milla Cantwell, Marlee Hecker, Elsie Williams and Milla Hughes.

WDNA wraps up junior competition

Under 15 winners the Hot Shots, back from left, Abi Derham, Kate Mcausland, Eliza Poll, Piper Micolaci, Macy Piera, Frankie Jess, 
Ella Solohub and Sera Szymanski. Runners-up the Caramel Slice, front, Indianna Matthews, Alice Hicks, Sass Martin, Isla Curtin, 
Harlow Reed, Harriette Burness, Lilly Miles, Maggie Fisher, Daisy Miles and Ruby Friswell.
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Wonthaggi Bowls Club’s Singles Champion Kyle Birt with runner up 
Rob Aitken.

Wonthaggi Bowls Club’s Thursday social bowls winners Mary McBain 
and Paul Holmes.

Phil Price, Joy Brown (skip), John Cook and Doug Muir won 
Thursday’s social bowls at the Inverloch Bowls Club. 

Friday’s winners at Wonthaggi Senior Indoor Bowls were Pat Smith, 
Jeannie Slocombe, Maggie Scapin and Pam Russell. 

Lockcocks, Alana, Greg and Dale were the Section B premiers in 
Foster Bowls Club’s Jack Attack competition. 

Best one game winners for the South West Gippsland Midweek Bowls 
Group were Pat Kennedy (S), John Kappler (L), David Talbot (3) and 
Max Williams (2).

BREAKAWAY
ONE day closer to Christ-

mas and another great day of 
bowls.

The winners on Monday 
were Linda Newman, Pete No-
vak and Marj Ford.

They finished with +7.
Well done to all who enjoyed 

the day.
The winners on Friday were 

Marj Ford, Ken Webb and Hel-
en Gladstone.

They finished on +12, well 
done.

Another year comes to a 
close, and the intrepid mem-
bers met at the Cape Tavern 
to enjoy each other’s company 
during the Breakaway Bowls 
Christmas breakup.

Friday was the last day for 
the year, but the club will re-
turn on Monday, January 12. 

Hope to see you then, have a 
great Christmas and New Year.

FISH CREEK
IT was another big week in 

bowls for the Fishy club. 
The new undercover deck 

area has been completed and 
looks fantastic. 

It is a great area to watch the 
action from. 

The club had its sit-down 
Christmas dinner on Friday 
and it was extremely well at-
tended with a full house. 

Brent Sinclair Catering pro-
vided a lovely meal, and a ter-
rific night was had by all.  

Mark, Bronwyn and Linda 
did a great job of the raffle 
with many prizes on offer. 

The men’s and ladies’ Sin-
gles Championship was played 
on Sunday and saw Bill Sym-
mons defeat Paul Kerr. 

Paul got off to a good start, 
but Bill was able to peg him 
back to win his second title. 

Wendy Watkins was success-
ful over Louise Vuillermin in 
the ladies’. 

Wendy also got a good start 
but was able to hold onto her 
early lead despite Louise com-
ing back late. 

Thanks to Greg Welshford 
from MJA Wealth for their 
kind sponsorship. 

The monthly Turkey Triples 
event has been moved forward 
to Monday, December 22, due 
to Christmas, so anyone re-
quiring a game please contact 
Graham Hoskin.

This event is sponsored by 
Handley Funeral Services. 

Results for Tuesday pennant 
saw Division 2 have a good 
win over Meeniyan with scores 
68/14 to 44/2.  

Special thanks to all the 
fill-ins over the last couple of 
weeks. 

Division 4 ventured to Cori-
nella and went down in a close 
one 30/2 to 40/8. 

Saturday saw all three teams 
at home. 

Division 2 had a resounding 
win over San Remo by 85/16 
to 37/0 and remain on top of 
the ladder. 

Division 4 also had a very 
important win over Phillip Is-
land to keep their final hopes 
alive by winning 55/14 to 48/2. 

Once again, the Heywood/
Mark Angwin rink held the 
team together. 

Division 6 didn’t have its 
best day and lost to Korum-
burra 23/0 to 56/10. 

The club is still in third spot 
but need to get back into the 
winning circle. 

All three sides are at Inver-
loch this Saturday. 

The Barefoot Bowls starts 
on Tuesday, January 13, and 
the club needs teams into Rob 
McLaughlin on 0476 891 161 
as soon as possible as spots 
are filling fast. 

The club’s renowned annual 
tournament is on January 3 
and 4. 

Saturday, January 3, is the 
fully catered Invitational fours 
and sponsored by Fish Creek 
Quarries and Foster Garden 
and Gravel. 

Sunday, January 4, is an In-
vitational Triples and thanks 
to sponsors Edneys of Leon-
gatha.  

Please see Bill or Hocko for 
teams. 

Good bowling.

FOSTER
PRESENTATION night for 

the Jack Attack competition 
was on Wednesday.

With an almost full house, 
the night was a big hit. 

Everyone was having a great 
time.

Winners for the evening’s 
games were Low Rollers, Ben, 
Nicole and Tania.

Runners-up were DRK, Ra-
chael, Diana and Kaleb.

There were quite a few dress-
ups for Christmas, which was 
great and several prizes were 
handed out.

An extra big thank you to 
Roosters Plumbing and Earth-
moving for their very generous 
sponsorship for the whole sea-
son.

Also, mustn’t forget Promon-
tory Kitchens and Cellarbra-
tions also for their awesome 
sponsorship. 

The club also must thank 
Ray and Judy Prain who have 
had made and donated a per-
petual trophy to record the 
Jack Attack results on.

All final results of ladder po-
sitions will be on the Facebook 
page.

Premiers for Section A were 
BMF, Dion, Jen and Stu.

Runners-up were the Fat Old 
Bastards, Matt, Justin and 
Benny. 

Alan and Baden were absent.
Wooden Spooners were RAM, 

Roxy, Jasmine and Adam. 
Absent was Michelle.
Premiers for Section B were 

Lockcocks, Greg, Dale and 
Alana.

Runners-up were the Rob-
blecocks, Chelsea, Leigh and 
Rod.

Wooden Spooners were 
DRK, Rachael, Diana Kaleb. 

Absent was Kate.
A special mention also goes 

to Des for turning up each 
week and slipping in where 
needed.

The club will be back in the 
new year, with the new compe-
tition starting around January 
14.

INVERLOCH
THE Summer Bowls Pro-

gram will be running from De-
cember 27 to January 7 with 
the exception of New Year’s 
Day on January 1. 

Visitors, friends and family 
are welcome to participate. 

Two sessions are available: 
5pm to 6.30pm and 7pm to 
8.30pm. 

No bookings are required. 
Gates open at 4.45pm for 

first session and 6.45pm for 
second session. 

The cost is $12 per person. 
EFTPOS is available. 
Flat sole shoes or barefoot, 

your choice. 
Basic training is available. 
Phil Price, Joy Brown (skip), 

John Cook and Doug Muir 
were the winners at Thurs-
day’s social bowls. 

Bill Munro, Anne Laviolette, 
and John Johnston (skip) 
were the runners-up.

KORUMBURRA
THIS week started with the 

finals of the Club Champion-
ships. 

In the men’s final, Shane 
O’Loughlin and Robin Provan 
had an epic battle with Shane 
coming out victor once again, 
winning 25 to 22.

In the women’s final, Dianne 
Ashton and Vera Sund also 
had a good battle with Vera 
winning 25 to 22.

Congratulations to all con-
cerned.

In Midweek Pennant, Ko-
rumburra hosted Leongatha 
in Division 1 with only Ben 
Peachey getting close, having a 
16 all draw. 

Grumpy went down 21 shots 
to 18 and Katrina Evans lost 
24 shots to 15.

In Division 2, Korumburra 
hosted Phillip Island. 

Cheryl Moore won 24 shots 
to 18, Peter Hearn won 22 
shots to 13 and Jim Garnham 
lost 14 shots to 20, still a good 
win.

In weekend Pennant, Divi-
sion 1 travelled to Mirboo 
North with only Charlie Edgar-
ton being successful getting up 
26 shots to 11.

Rob Cosson lost 30 shots to 
five and Robin Provan lost 23 
shots to 17.

In Division 3, Korumburra 
hosted Loch. 

Grumpy had a good win get-
ting up 30 shots to 10. 

Rob Sund won 21 shots to 
13 and Gary Dorling lost 15 
shots to 18, a good win overall.

Division 4 hosted Wonthaggi.
Peter Hearn won 17 shots 

to 14, Allan Cherrett won 18 
shots to 15, unfortunately 
Andy Robertson lost 11 shots 
to 37.

Division 6 travelled to Fish 
Creek and came home victors. 
Ken Parkinson won 33 shots 
to 13 and Jo Lomagno won 23 
to 10. Well done to all.

LEONGATHA
WOW, what a ripper of a 

night. The traders’ last game 
was a fun packed afternoon.

The weather was perfect for 
bowling, and all were in good 
spirits. 

Leongatha’s competitions 
during the season saw BJ 
Earthmovers with 77 points 
win over the Dumpsters with 
70 points. 

The second team of S... and 
Bricks had a win over Suck It 
Up. 

S.... and Bricks won the sea-
son’s Overall Championship. 

The booby prize went to the 
wonderful SES team.

Congratulations to all. 
The night’s sponsor was EZT 

Bricklaying.
To Zack Trease, a big thank 

you for supporting the club. 
A great night was had by all, 

and the club starts up again on 
January 20, so get your teams 
ready. 

Hope to see you all again 
next year.

Social day saw 12 bowlers 
with the winners being Ollie, 
Michael and Les.

Continued page 61
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Runners-up were Ken, Lloyd 
and Janis. 

At this stage, Monthly Tri-
ples will be held on December 
17. 

Get a team together and en-
joy the last one before Christ-
mas.

Tuesday Pennant: Division 1 
won 61 to 49; Division 4 had 
a close encounter with Mirboo 
North, winning 46 to Leon-
gatha 43.

Saturday Pennant: Division 
1 lost 55 to 62; Division 2 
won 64 to 54; Division 5 also 
lost to Meeniyan 72 to 59.

The last pennant dates are 
December 16 and 20 before 
the big break.

With both teams being at 
home hosting both Inverloch 
sides during Tuesday Pennant 
this week, the club asks if you 
could please bring a plate to 
share for the last game of the 
season.

The club’s Christmas dinner 
went off without a hitch.

The food was delicious 
thanks to Brett Sinclair and 
the atmosphere was very mer-
ry. 

Quite a few people turned 
up this year.

Bowlers and non-bowlers 
attended, which is great to 
see so many supporting Leon-
gatha. 

Keep up the good work.

MIDWEEK
IT was another marvellous 

day on Thursday. 
The weather was beautiful in 

the mid-20s. 
There were great friends to 

play with and against, and a 
wonderful green to play on.

Forty-seven of the family of 
bowlers turned up at Loch 
and District Bowls Club for 
the weekly challenge.

They were signed in by Bev 
and John while Vern arranged 
the teams for the day.

Once the bowlers were told 
their teams and went onto the 
green, the fun started.

As usual, there was lots of 
laughter and plenty of friendly 
banter as friend challenged 
friend for superiority on the 
green.

There were a few wrong bias 
bowls, which are always wel-
comed by the Royal Children’s 
Hospital.

There was some great bowl-
ing across all the greens along 
with a few wild shots, but lots 
of laughter from all quarters.

As usual, not all the wonder-
ful bowlers can win each week, 
and this week is no different.

The winners on a great score 
of 39 were Margaret Hoy (3), 
Peter Taylor (2), Beb Hyslop 
(L) and Bill Sherriff (S).

Runners-up on a score of 36 
were Peter Gratton (S), Neil 
Andreatta (3), Derek Fenn (2) 
and Steve Banks (L).

Best one game on a score of 
18 was won by Pat Kennedy 
(S), John Kappler (L), David 
Talbot (3) and Max Williams 
(2).

A special congratulation to 
the team consisting of Trevor 
Loughridge (S), Raff Merante 
(3), Peter McWilliams (2) and 
Frank Verco (L).

Doesn’t happen too often, but 
these wonderful bowlers man-
aged to score an eight against 
their opponents on one end.

Great job, boys.
A big thank you to the Loch 

members for all their hard 
work, especially to Trevor who 

does so much for the group 
as well as Alex and Paul who 
cleaned up after the game.

It was very much appreci-
ated by everyone.

Next week, the group will 
be meeting at Corinella Bowls 
Club to once again fight it out 
for team of the week.

Please be on site by 10am 
to allow time to prepare the 
teams.

Next week will be the final 
week for 2025 so please, make 
it a memorable week for all.

Unfortunately, with numbers 
generally reaching capacity, 
the club will have to be strict 
on a 10am cut off time.

Meanwhile till then, have fun 
and stay safe.

WONTHAGGI
IT was another good but 

busy week. 
Tuesday saw Division 1 play 

host to Tarwin at Wonthaggi on 
a fine day. 

All rinks played well to re-
cord a solid victory. 

The final scores were Wont-
haggi 83 Tarwin 34. 

Division 2 travelled to San 
Remo looking for a win against 
the top team. 

One rink was able to get a 
win, with the other two going 
down. 

The final scores were Wont-
haggi 51 San Remo 70. 

Division 3 played host to 
Tarwin at Wonthaggi. 

All rinks played well to re-
cord a good win. 

The final scores were Wont-
haggi 64 Tarwin 51.

Tuesday night was a success, 
with fine weather being the key.

Next week will be the last for 
the year and will have a Christ-
mas flavour. 

Thursday saw a fine, mild 
morning greet the 9.30am 
bowlers. 

A good number enjoyed a 
pleasant morning. 

The 1pm numbers were 
down, with Triples at Phillip 
Island.

Pairs were the order of the 
day, with Mary McBain and 
Paul Holmes the winners.

Friday morning saw the final 
of the Men’s Singles Champi-
onship between Rob Aitken, 
the reigning champion, and 
Kyle Birt. 

The match was played in 
perfect conditions, with both 
bowlers able to showcase their 
skills. 

As always, every match has 
its moments, with Kyle getting 
a break and being able to go 
on to win the title. 

Played before a large number 
of members and family, both 
bowlers put on a great display 
of bowls.

Friday night was a success, 
with a very good number there 
for the members draw.

The jackpot didn’t go off, 
with Frank Tagell’s name be-
ing called out, so next week it 
will be worth $80. 

Paul was a happy meat tray 
winner, with Jeannie taking 
home the chicken tray. 

Iris and Paul each won a 
brekky pack. 

Other winners were Caro-
line, Steve and Glen.

Saturday saw Division 1 play 
host to Leongatha at Wonthag-
gi on a fine, sunny day.

After a tight battle all day, 
Wonthaggi were able to claim 
the points. 

The final scores were Wont-
haggi 62 Leongatha 55. 

Division 2 ventured to  

Meeniyan looking for another 
win to keep their season on 
track. 

After a tense battle all day, 
Wonthaggi were able to claim 
a valuable win. 

The final scores were Wont-
haggi 59 Meeniyan 57.

Division 4 (3) played host to 
Inverloch at Wonthaggi. 

The less said about the 
match, the better - a time to 
reset and start again. 

The final scores were Wont-
haggi 39 Inverloch 80. 

Division 4 (4) ventured to 
Korumburra looking for an-
other win to keep their season 
on track. 

All rinks played well to re-
cord a good win. 

The final scores were Wont-
haggi 66 Korumburra 46. 

Division 6 travelled to Mir-
boo North once again looking 
for a win. 

Both rinks played well to re-
cord a good win. 

The final scores were Wont-
haggi 44 Mirboo North 29.

Bowls this week: 
Tuesday: Pennant.
Tuesday evening: Barefoot 

Bowls.
Thursday: Social bowls at 

9.30am and 1pm.
Friday: Coaching at 10am.
Saturday: Pennant. 
Don’t forget the Friday mem-

bers draw, with doors open at 
4pm and the draw at 6pm. 

The jackpot this week stands 
at $80, plus meat trays and 
other prizes.

Have a good week and good 
bowling.

Indoor
TUESDAY’S winners were 

Maggie Scapin, John Postle-
thwaite and Pam Russell +18 
(two games).

Runners-up were Paul 
Holmes, Philip Fowler, Glenda 
Binch and Ed Henry +6 (two 
games).

On Friday, after a very en-
joyable barbecue, the bowlers 
played with the winners being 
Pat Smith, Jeannie Slocombe, 
Maggie Scapin and Pam Rus-
sell +12 (two games).

Runners-up were Ed Henry, 
Josephine McIntyre, Sylvia 
Mattock and John Ferguson 
+4 (one game).

The club will return to bowl-
ing on Tuesday, January 6.

The Section A premiers in Foster Bowls Club’s Jack Attack competition 
were BMF, Dion, Jen and Stu. 

South West Gippsland Midweek Bowls Group’s winners on Thursday 
were Margaret Hoy (3), Peter Taylor (2), Beb Hyslop (L) and Bill Sherriff (S).

Maggie Scapin, John Postlethwaite and Pam Russell were the Tuesday 
winners at Wonthaggi Senior Indoor Bowls. 

The dress-up winners at the Foster Bowls Club.

Foster Bowls Club’s Section A Jack Attack runners-up were Fat Old 
Bastards, Matt, Justin and Benny.
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KORUMBURRA
RESULTS: Tuesday, December 

9. 
Stableford: 13 players.
Winner: Robert Litchfield 38 

points.
NTPs: first Don Hislop and 

13th Peter McMaster.
Saturday, December 13:
Sponsor: MJA.
Stroke: 43 players.
A Grade winner: Jason King 

42 c/b.
B Grade winner: Chris Corr 42 

c/b.
NTPs: first Mick Belvedere, 

10th David Marshall and 13th 
Josh Rudolph. 

LEONGATHA
TUESDAY, December 9: Stabl-

eford. 
Tuesday was another great day 

on course for players resulting 
in some excellent scoring. 

This was a Stableford round 
with a field of 66 members/
guests entering the competition.

Overall winner: Harvey So-
rensen (44) with the high score 
of the day of 44 points.

A Grade winner: Craig Hams 
(9) with 40 points.

A Grade runner-up: Malcolm 
Gin (10) with 34 points on a 
countback.

B Grade winner: Matthew 
Pearce (20) with 40 points.

B Grade runner-up: Timothy 
McCarthy (20) with 38 points.

C Grade winner: Harvey So-
rensen (44) with 44 points.

C Grade runner-up: Jack Ho-
gan (29) with 42 points.

Great score for Michael West 
with an eagle two on the third 
hole.

NTP fifth second shot: Craig 
Hams (9) at 1.39m.

NTP 14th: Matthew Pearce (20) 
at 0.52m.

NTP 16th: Colin Bear (16) at 
2.34m.

Thursday, December 11: Sta-
bleford.

Thursday had an excellent field 
of 84 members/guests hitting off 

with a shotgun start and playing 
a Stableford round of golf. 

Overall winner: Fraser Oliver 
(32) with high score of the day 
with 42 points.

A Grade winner: Alan Starkey 
(10) with 36 points.

A Grade runner-up: Timothy 
Danks (11) with 35 points.

B Grade winner: Dave Brownett 
(15) with 38 points on a count-
back.

B Grade runner-up: Renato Mo-
nacella (14) with 38.

C Grade winner: Timothy Mc-
Carthy (19) with 38 points.

C Grade runner-up: Russell 
Pentland (20) from the Mirboo 
North Golf Club with 37 points.

D Grade winner: Fraser Oliver 
(32) with 42 points.

D Grade runner-up: Harvey 
Sorensen (39) with 39 points.

NTP fifth second shot: John 
Ryan (10) at 0.10m.

NTP 14th: Robert Litchfield 
(12) at 1.92m.

NTP 16th: Peter Walsh (15) at 
1.86m.

Saturday, December 13: Tom 
Welsford 4BBB Stableford 
Event. 

Saturday saw a field of 106 
members/guests take to the 
course in superb weather play-
ing a team’s event 4BBB Stabl-
eford with shotgun start. 

Again, a sincere thank you for 
the sponsorship of this Tom 
Welsford event.

Overall winners:
1. Delia Perry (38) and Leanne 

Costello (38) with 47 points on a 
countback.

2. David Barrack (23) and Gary 
Sharrock (26) with 47 points.

3. Scott Blencowe (24) and Ian 
Blencowe (19) with 46 points on 
a countback.

NTP fifth second shot: Daniel 
Carcour (8) at 0.79m.

NTP 14th: Nicholas Byrne (12) 
at 7.50m.

NTP 16th: Rebecca Brown (8) 
at 1.28m.

Ladies
TWENTY-EIGHT women opted 

for the Monthly Medal event on 
Wednesday and 10 elected to 
play Stableford. 

The greens and fairways, apart 
from a few aeration holes, were 
in excellent condition and just a 
tad slicker than last week.

Sue Bowler claimed victory 
in the December Monthly Med-
al with an impressive score of 
92/24/68. 

She has been enjoying a string 
of successes lately. 

Shirley Welsford was the run-
ner-up with another great score, 
71 net.

Karen Orford won the Stabl-
eford event with 34 points.

Down the line balls went to 74 
net: Delia Perry, Lynda Bassett, 
Leanne Costello, Jo McNaugh-
ton, Maryanne Gartner and Rob-
in Smith.

Nearest the pin on the fifth was 
Colleen Touzel, Bronwyn Deben-
ham was closest on the 14th and 
Sue Bowler on the 16th.

The nine-hole competition was 
won by Chris Lay with 18 points 
and Helen Mackenzie won a ball 
down the line with 17 points.

On Saturday, the women’s vice-
captain Delia Perry, together 
with one of the newer members 
Leanne Costello, won the presti-
gious Tom Welsford 4BBB Stabl-
eford Board event. 

They won on countback from 
David Barrack and Gary Shar-
rock with 47 points.

MEENIYAN 
Ladies

THE golfers finally had a sun-
ny Wednesday and played the 
December Medal and the Star 
Medal playoff. 

Andrea Thorson won the med-
al with a fine 72 net, also taking 
out the putting with 26.

The runner-up was Dot Chris-
tie with 74 net and she was the 
Star medallist.

Down the line balls to Irene 
Holm 75 net and Susan Straw 
75 net.

MIRBOO NORTH
SATURDAY, December 13: Sta-

bleford.
A Grade: P. Draper (11) 42 

points
B Grade: N. Bracecamp (19) 

41 points.
DTL: S. Mills, S. Woodall 39, 

S. Hill-Smith 38, G. Shandley 
and J. Gunn 37 c/b.

NTP: fourth R. Gallagher, sixth 
N. Whichello, 13th (Mirboo 
North Pub voucher) G. Shandley 
and 16th M. Payne.

Birdies: fourth T. Whitelaw, 
sixth N. Whichello and 13th M. 
Payne.

WONTHAGGI
RESULTS: December 11.
Competition: Stableford 18-

hole. 	  
Overall winner: Adrian Nixon 

40.
A Grade winner: Rod McBride 

36. 
A Grade runner-up: Stephen 

Kane 34. 
B Grade winner: Adrian Nixon 

40.
B Grade runner-up: Dio Apos-

tolopoulos 39. 
Balls DTL to 32: Warren Dum-

mett 35, Ian McNish 34, Garry 
O’Connor 34, Graeme Campbell 
33, Craig Charles 33, Gino Hen-
nequin 33, Warwick Judkins 33, 
Tony Schipano 33 and Jonathan 
Wade 32. 

NTPs: Warren Dummett sec-
ond, Paul Jackson fourth, Jona-
than Wade eighth, Frank Huber 
13th and Keith Ridout 17th.  

Results: December 11.
Competition: Stableford front 

nine-hole. 	           
Winner: Mark Nicholson 19.
Ball DTL: Kevin Bayley 18 and 

Secondo Tiziani 18. 
Results: December 13.	
Competition: Stableford.
Overall winner: Caleb Kilgour 

44. 
A Grade: Stephen Kane 41. 
Runner-up: Leigh Clifford 41. 
B Grade: Jarvis Harvey 44. 
Runner-up: Geoff Huther 36. 

C Grade: Caleb Kilgour 44.
Runner-up: Graeme Rodgers 

42.
BDTL: Graeme Campbell 42, 

Kevin Loughran 40, Mark Nich-
olson 40, Mark Casey 38, Gary 
Youlton 38, Jarvis Kilgour 38, 
Peter Handley 37, Ray Hender 
37, Alan Cubbon 36, Joshua 
Kilgour 36, Jim McEachern 35, 
Inoke Baudromo 35, Graham 
Ryan 35, Steven Laing 35, John 
Walsh 35, Glen Rielly 35 and Wil-
ly Williams 35.		

NTP: Steven Brann 17th.

Ladies
WEDNESDAY was the Christ-

mas Breakup Festive Day gen-
erously sponsored by The Cape 
Tavern at Cape Paterson with 
fabulous venue vouchers.

There were 32 players for a 
round of Stableford with a twist 
as there was a draw for partners 
at the end of the round.

The Clubhouse, players and 
guests entered into the festive 
spirit and enjoyed a wonderful 
lunch with all the trimmings.

The scores on the day were 
fantastic with seven rounds un-
der par.

A Grade winner: Kaylene 
Hodgetts (23) 43 points.

A Grade runner-up: Lisa Bru-
samarello (24) 40 points.

B Grade winner with the round 
of the day: Carole Sartori (44) 44 
points.

B Grade runner-up: Layla Rob-
ertson (31) 39 points.

Mystery Partner Draw:
Winners: Carole Sartori (44) 

and Marg Johnson (36) total 80 
points.

Runners-up: Layla Robertson 
(39) and Patsy Britt (38) total 77 
points.

NTP: second Donna Brosnan, 
fourth Kaylene Hodgetts, eighth 
Marg Johnson, 13th Layla Rob-
ertson and 17th Kathy Geyer.

BDL: Jenny McRae 40, Patsy 
Britt 38, Kathy Geyer 38, Marg 
Johnson 36, Pam Hanley 36, 
Robyn Wilkinson 36, Sharon 
Patullo 36 and Marg Ryan 35.

A Grade winner Jason King with Roy Fleming at the Korumburra 
Golf Club.

Winners of Leongatha’s Tom Welsford 4BBB Board event Delia Perry and Leanne Costello with 
sponsor Greg Welsford.

Leongatha Golf Club’s Monthly Medal winner and runner-up 
Sue Bowler and Shirley Welsford.

The winners at Wonthaggi Golf Club’s Christmas Breakup Festive Day were Marg Johnson, Lisa 
Brusamarello, Kaylene Hodgetts, Carole Sartori, Layla Robertson and Patsy Britt.

SPORT  | GOLF
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STAY active with Parkinson’s 
by playing table tennis or ping 
pong as it is known.

The Bass Coast Ping Pong 
for Parkinson’s group regular-
ly meets every couple of weeks 
at the Korumburra Road Ta-
ble Tennis clubrooms in Won-
thaggi.

Ping pong is a fun way to ex-
ercise and socialise with heaps 
of additional benefits.

Table tennis offers physi-
cal, cognitive, and emotional 
benefits that can help manage 
symptoms and improve qual-
ity of life for those living with 
Parkinson’s.

According to the convenor of 
the Bass Coast Ping Pong for 
Parkinson’s group Peter Abra-
ham ping pong can help with 
movement, thinking skills and 
memory.

“Table tennis boosts mental 
wellbeing by reducing stress 

and helping people feel more 
connected and confident 
through social play and enjoy-
ment,” Mr Abraham said.

Ping Pong Parkinson (PPP) 
is an international movement 
that has reached 30 countries.

The first session in Wont-
haggi started with nine players 
in 2015 and regular competi-
tions are now held every cou-
ple of weeks.

Ping pong has been shown 
to have a positive impact on 
the progression of the disease 
and in a way that the medica-
tion alone is not doing. While 
all forms of exercise are ben-
eficial, the thing that makes 
ping pong unique is that it in-
corporates a focus on balance, 
hand-eye coordination, and 
the rhythm or pace of recipro-
cal play.

Diagnosed with Parkinson’s 
in 2021 Mr Abraham said it’s 

about getting moving in a safe  
environment and helping to 
improve the dexterity of people 
with Parkinson’s.

“Everyone has their own bat-
tles with daily life and sport 
and activities.

“It’s a family that you never 
had before your diagnosis.

“At Ping Pong for Parkin-
son’s people see you for who 
you are, not only with an un-
derstanding of the day-to-day 
challenges that your diagnosis 
presents, but also beyond the 
diagnosis to the potential that 
you have.”

Parkinson’s-friendly pro-
grams offer seated table tennis 
options. Players can remain 
in their wheelchairs or sit in 
chairs while playing. Facilita-
tors may also be available to 
help guide players to the table 
or help retrieve ping pong 
balls.

“I started to feel better after 
playing my first game,” Mr 
Abraham said.

“The benefits are terrific, it’s 
wonderful to see the smiles on 
people’s faces.”

Mr Abraham said increased 
freedom of movement lasts for 
days afterwards.

“Some members have never 
played table tennis before.

“We encourage them to have 
a shot.

“The initial effect is a vast 
improvement each time you at-
tend.”

Before starting any new ac-
tivity, check with your GP, neu-
rologist, or physiotherapist to 
help you decide if ping pong is 
right for your current symp-
toms and fitness level.

For more information go to 
pingpongparkinson.com.au or 
email peterabraham1@gmail.
com or phone 0421 452 808.

SPORTS

Ping Pong for Parkinson’s boosts health in Wonthaggi

Convenor of the Bass Coast Ping Pong 
for Parkinson’s group Peter Abraham 
welcomes new members to their regular 
monthly competition. B25_5025

A 10-YEAR-OLD karate 
novice from the Loong Fu Pai 
Martial Arts club in Korum-
burra has returned home 
from the Okinawa Rookies 
Cup in Japan with a win in 
her division.

Annika and her brother Os-
car from St Joseph’s Prima-
ry School competed against 
some of the best young com-
petitors from Japan and the 
Asia Pacific.

Annika topped the Grade 
4 female division competing 
against two Japanese rivals.

Competing in the Year 7 
male division Annika’s broth-
er Oscar narrowly missed 
out on a podium finish after 
fierce competition from some 
of Japan’s best young karate 
juniors.

Travelling with the Casey 
Elite Martial Arts Team 
Shorin Kempo, Annika and 
Oscar were assisted with 
part-sponsorship from the 
Korumburra based Martin 
Carlson Foundation.

“We are so proud of these 
young people which proves 
that anything is possible and 
dreams can come true,” said 
Foundation Trustee Gary 
Brittle.

“Think of the skills and 
experience that this brings 
back to our community and 

inspiration moving forward.”
Annika also took first place 

at the recent MKA National 
Championships in Sydney 
with teammates Ankitha, Ne-
haal, Josh and Nate all fin-
ishing in the top five.

Proud mother Steph said 
the Rookies Cup was the first 
step towards international 

competition. Father Trevor 
is a third dan black belt and 
runs the Loong Fu Pai Martial 
Arts in Korumburra while 
business partner Jack has 
the Longwarry group.

“Oscar and Annika both 
compete on a national level,” 
Steph said.

“They had to qualify in  

national competition to rep-
resent Australia in the Rook-
ies Cup.”

Oscar came first in club 
competition at Casey Elite 
Martial Arts in Cranbourne 
and won bronze in a nation-
al competition on the Gold 
Coast.

Annika and Oscar both com-
pete regularly in Melbourne 
and across Gippsland.

“The best thing is the 
friends you make,” said An-
nika.

Annika already has friends 
from China and is learning 
Japanese.

Acknowledging the assis-
tance of the Martin Carlson 
Foundation Steph said the 
$4,000 part-sponsorship 
made a big difference for 
the team and they were very 
grateful.

“Karate is becoming more 
popular as it becomes more 
available,” Steph said.

“The skill level is increas-
ing.

“Although being able to 
travel to compete in the sport 
from the country is difficult.”

Annika has now qualified 
for JAC (Japan Athletes Cup) 
which will be held in March.

Oscar and Annika also hope 
to attend a martial arts train-
ing camp in Thailand.

ALLAMBEE MIRBOO  
AND DISTRICT  
TENNIS ASSOCIATION 

RESULTS:
Section 1: Westernport Red 4.43 de-

feated Westernport White 4.37; Leon-
gatha 6.44 defeated Korumburra 2.22; 
Koonwarra 6.43 defeated Outtrim 2.25.

Ladder: Leongatha 71; Koonwarra 48; 
Westernport White 46; Westernport Red 
41; Korumburra 39; Outtrim 25.

Section 2 results: Outtrim 6.41 de-
feated Korumburra 2.34; Leongatha 
6.45 defeated Baromi 2.31.

Ladder: Leongatha 53; Baromi 47; 
Outtrim 42; Korumburra 38.

Westernport played its derby this 
week and it just so happened to be the 
match of the round, with just six games 
the difference.

Every other match was played in Le-
ongatha for what has become known as 
the Gatha Round. 

Well done to James Sage and Rachel 
Carlisle for winning their mixed set 
against Pocko and Sophie. 

This was Pocko’s first loss for the 
season.

In Section 2, both matches were 6/2 
and just a few games in each match. 

There are a number of players who 
have been family players throughout the 
season in this section, which is great to 
see the generations playing together.

The association now goes into the 
break for Christmas and the New Year. 

Enjoy the time with family and friends.
The next match will be played on Jan-

uary 17 at Leongatha for another Gatha 
Round. 

Let’s start the New Year with a good, 
social afternoon.

INVERLOCH TENNIS CLUB
WITH the fire pit burning and the early 

summer sun dropping behind the trees 
of Thompson’s Reserve, Inverloch Ten-
nis Club wrapped up another success-
ful year with the grand final of its spring 
night doubles competition on Wednes-
day evening.

John Richardson’s Team 6 had ridden 
a late charge all the way to the final night 
of the season, pulling off a string of close 
victories over quality opposition.

They now faced Aaron Coyle’s Team 11 
who had survived a nail-biting quarter 
final two weeks before, ably supported 
by Mitch Oliver in the number four role.

In the first sets – played to eight games 
– the consistency of Team 11’s Martin 
Stone and Fraser Oliver was too strong 
for the Team 6 combination of Kristy 
Loenen and Noah Humphrey, who on 
the night fell to an eight to one loss that 
didn’t reflect their recent form.

While on the adjacent court, John Rich-
ardson and Sebastian Toomey jumped 
Team 6 out to a strong lead over Aaron 
Coyle and Patrick McGrath, only to see 
their opponents claw their way back to a 
one game lead late in the set.

Then Richardson and Toomey took 
control of the final games to run out to 
an eight to six victory.

In the second sets, McGrath and Oliver 
established an early lead before Toomey 
and Humphrey got back on serve, put-
ting the whole thing in the balance as 
Richardson and Loenen led Coyle and 
Stone four to one on the other court.

However, McGrath and Oliver stepped 
up to take a commanding lead before 
Oliver flawlessly served out what proved 
to be the championship game, winning 
the set eight to three to establish an un-
beatable lead despite Richardson and 
Loenen eventually taking out the adja-
cent set eight to five.

Team 11 – Coyle, McGrath and Stone 
with Mitch and Fraser Oliver filling the 
shared number four spot – went home 
with the coveted coffee mugs, while 
Team 6 contented themselves with the 
chocolates.

Final scores were Team 11 (two sets, 
27 games) defeating Team 6 (two sets, 20 
games).

Anyone wishing to join this fun compe-
tition for the next season can contact the 
club on 0418 583 090.

Annika and Oscar from the Loong Fu Pai Martial Arts club 
and Casey Elite Martial Arts Team Shorin Kempo back home 
with their dog Doohan after successfully competing in the 
Karate Rookies Cup in Okinawa. B32_5025

Korumburra karate juniors 
compete against Japan’s best

Ping Pong for Parkinson’s can be played at a slower pace with larger paddles or 
softer balls and modified rules to suit mobility and coordination needs. B33_5025
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ON WEDNESDAY, December 
10, Gippsland Goannas hosted 
South Gippsland Kookabur-
ras in a rescheduled Over 70s 
cricket match at Yinnar Re-
serve.

Kookaburras captain Rob 
Francis won the toss, and they 
batted first on a synthetic wick-
et amid a well grassed oval. 

Keith Houghton (28 runs) 
and Peter Little (26) were both 
not out after facing 30 balls, 
setting up a good platform for 
the other batters such as Alex 
Miller (30), Pieter Loos (27) 
and Geoff Birnie (15 not out). 
After 40 overs the Kookabur-
ras had a competitive total of 
176 runs. The Goannas princi-
pal wicket takers were Gordon 
Cowling (3/29) and Neil Mer-
edith (2/32).

After a fine lunch supplied by 
Goannas players and partners, 
batters Don Cameron (15), Ian 
Gibson (26) and Barry Nunn 
(14) were all not out, with the 
rest dismissed for less than 16 
runs each. Kookaburra Geoff 
Birnie opened the bowling and 
finished with only 12 runs off 
eight overs, helping make the 
Goannas task difficult to get 
their run rate up to reach the 
target. Six other bowlers were 
successful in taking wickets 
with Neil White (2/22) and 
Keith Houghton (2/13) in par-
ticular. Goannas batted out 
their 40 overs, scoring 121 
runs.

And there was plenty to cel-
ebrate for the Kookaburras, 
not only the win but Pieter 
Loos was the first Kookaburra 
to play 100 games. Congratula-
tions Pieter!

Over 70s South, West and 
Central Gippsland players par-
ticipate in three teams this sea-
son, and they all enjoy the ca-
maraderie stimulated by their 
“Derby” games.

Goannas triumph at 
Maribyrnong Reserve

THE Gippsland Goannas 
Over 60 cricket team travelled 
to Maribyrnong Reserve on the 
west side of Melbourne to take 
on the Barkly St Dragons.

Losing the toss, the Goannas 
were asked to bat first and cer-
tainly made the most of their 
opportunities amassing 283 
runs for the loss of five wickets 
from their 40 overs.

Graeme Ingle 34, Ray Floyd 
25, Ray Smith 29, Adrian Quirk 
42 and Bob Penrose 13, all re-
tired, while Bernie Symons 
28, Rob Bacchetti 25, Keith 
Orchard 28 and Neil Meredith 
29 not out were the best of the 
other batsmen.

In reply, the Dragons were 
dismissed in the 32nd over for 
66 runs.

Quirk, 1/8, Orchard 5/8, Mer-
edith 1/3 and Smith 3/8 were 
the wicket taking bowlers, with 
Symons, Bacchetti, Smith and 
Quirk all taking catches.

The Goannas 60s will play 
again next Sunday, with a home 
game against the East Doncast-
er Over 60 team.

The Goannas Over 50s next 
game is scheduled to be on 
January 18 away to the Ballarat 
team, while the Over 70 team 
will next play the Ringwood 
Over 70 team at Toongabbie on 
January 4.

Under 17s
DAY two had the team in the field 

defending a good score and the game 
went right to the end with Leongatha 
Combine just getting over the line 
with a few balls to spare. 

Billy Douley 2/7, Toby Nicholas 
2/16, Owen Maskell 2/32, Levi Gooch 
1/12 and Tyler Dole 1/6 all picked up 
wickets.

Under 15s 
A big win from the U15s, posting 

their score of the year of 7/191. 
Elijah Le Serve 43 ret., Oliver Cran-

ston 37 ret., James McDonald 24, 
Mason Miller 16* and Luke MacDon-
ald 10* were the pick of the bats, fol-
lowed on by a great team bowling per-
formance, bowling out Foster for 54. 

Le Serve 4/8 and MacDonald 4/6 led 
the way.

Celebrations for Kookaburras 
cricketer Pieter Loos

Barrie Nunn cuts in the Goannas’ Over 70s cricket match 
in Yinnar. 

THE U15 and U13 LDCA teams 
travelled to Drouin to take on War-
ragul CA in GCL matches on Sunday, 
December 14. 

Warragul U15s batted first and com-
piled a good total on the Bellbird Park 
Turf; all the LDCA boys bowled well, 
although a few too many wides, an area 
they will need to work on. Archie Dynes 
was tidy with the gloves, a pretty good 
all-round performance in the field. 

Setting out after the total, the loss 
of Nate Miller early saw a steady 
partnership between Reggie Read 
and Jed Caddy of 40. The loss of 
Read saw skipper Max Johnston join 
Caddy at the crease, and they batted 
beautifully, adding another 40 odd 
before the loss of Caddy triggered a 
middle order collapse with the boys 
showing a bit of turf cricket inexperi-
ence, playing across the line and off 
the back foot too much, leading to 
their dismissals. 

Through the mayhem, Max showed 
his undeniable class, the left-hander 
striking the ball beautifully off the 
front foot with eight boundaries in 
his 51. His dismissal kept the game 
very much in the balance, and with 
nine wickets down and two runs to 
get, Noah McMillan and Raidyn Har-
rison held their nerves to get the 
LDCA over the line. Well done to both 
teams, it was a great game of cricket. 

Warragul CA 5/144 def by LDCA 
9/155

The U15S now take on Latrobe Val-
ley on Sunday, December 21, at the 
Korumburra Turf. 

Under 13s
The LDCA boys battled hard 

against a very good Warragul team. 
The batting innings really struggled 
to get going. Clancee Salmon showed 
his talent, hitting the ball hard.

Dihen Yuthmika battled patiently 
against the tight bowling, and Jaxon 
Eddy played some nice shots, the boys 
learning some valuable lessons about 
the importance of playing straight and 
keeping the ball along the ground. 

The boys stuck to their guns in the 
field for the full 40 overs, Hunter 
Bettles, Liam Meyer and August Lid-
stone showing the way by bowling 
full at the stumps and getting the re-
ward, young Lenny Barake for War-
ragul is a really accomplished player 
making a very nice 50 and I’m sure 
the boys watched the way he went 
about his innings and took note.

Thanks to Warragul CA and the 
Drouin CC for hosting a great day of 
cricket. 

Thanks to LDCA Junior Sponsors 
Wonthaggi Toyota, Manders Plumb-
ing and Gas Fitting, and MJA Ac-
counting for their continued support.

LDCA 85 defeated by Warragul CA 
4/173

LDCA defeat  
Warragul CA

Korumburra  
Junior Cricket

THERE was a great buzz 
around the club on Sunday 
as the women’s Scorps took 
to the field for their first 
home game of the season. 

Winning the toss, Town 
elected to bat and produced 

several impressive perfor-
mances at the crease. 

Nat Challis led the way 
with a solid 24, with good 
support from Kath Stewart 
(12) and Kate Oates (12).

While Town built the runs 

up steadily, a higher num-
ber of fallen wickets proved 
costly, with Glen Alvie com-
ing out to bat with 30 runs 
on the board. 

In the field Town showed 
great energy, with Alyssa 

Edwards taking a wicket 
and the team combining 
for three run-outs. Despite 
these efforts, Glen Alvie 
reached the target, finishing 
on 131 in a competitive and 
closely fought contest.

Leongatha’s Scorpion Park hosted two women’s matches on Sunday: Koonwarra L/RSL v Glen Alvie and Leongatha Town 
v Glen Alvie.

Leongatha Town host women’s cricket double header

Ray Smith drives for the Gippsland Goannas.



SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES   |   TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2025   |   65    

INVERLOCH
INVERLOCH had a good win 

against Leongatha Town to secure 
the fourth spot on the ladder.

Strong winds impacted the 
game at Leongatha’s Scorpion 
Park, and playing on a soft pitch 
allowed Inverloch to bowl out 
Town for 111.

Ron Abeysinghe was the pick 
of Inverloch’s bowlers, taking 4/6 
against his former club.

With the bat, Riley Harris opened 
well and made 39 runs and 21* to 
Walter Taberner had Inverloch on 
the road to victory.

“We’re definitely heading in the 
right direction at fourth on the 
ladder. We’ve got a tough game 
next week as we’ll be going up 
against the top of the ladder in 
the T20 match,” Inverloch senior 
coach Dylan Clark said.

“If we can pinch a win there, 
it will give us the momentum to 
win a few more games in the new 
year.” 

KILCUNDA BASS
KILCUNDA Bass A2 delivered 

an all-round performance to com-
fortably defeat Foster by 101 runs.

Batting first, Kilcunda Bass 
posted a strong 7/250 from 40 
overs. 

Opener Robert Wallace (28) 
started well whilst Matthew Gray-
son anchored the innings with 93 
off 79 balls, striking 14 boundar-
ies. 

Valuable contributions from 
Gregory Miller (35) and a run-a-
ball 41 from Steven Oates ensured 
the scoreboard kept ticking along 
as the pressure stayed firmly on 
the visitors.

In reply, Foster never truly re-
covered from early setbacks and 
was restricted to 8/149. 

Mitchell Jones (62) led their in-
nings and had great support from 
young gun Max Johnston (27).

Ryan Brown led the attack su-
perbly with 2/17 off eight overs, 
while Matthew Grayson backed 
up his batting effort with 2/17 of 
his own. 

Regular wickets prevented any 
sustained partnerships, and Fos-
ter’s innings fell short of the tar-
get.

Kilcunda Bass will be on the 
road next week, facing Korum-
burra and will look to take anoth-
er win heading into the Christmas 
break. 

Kilcunda Bass went down to Ny-
ora by eight wickets after making 
6/130 batting first in B Grade.

Alister McBride top-scored with 
42, with contributions from Brett 
Joseph (17) and Vijai Kumar Go-
pal (19), but the innings lacked a 
strong finish.

A great catch from James Pap-
worth and strong fielding efforts 
from young gun Cruz Bettles 
couldn’t stem the flow of runs with 
Nyora chasing down the target af-
ter 28 overs.

Bass will look to regroup and 
get back to winning ways in next 
week’s T20 against Glen Alvie at 
home.

KOONWARRA L/RSL
TWO undefeated teams went 

head-to-head in A2 on Saturday, 
but Nyora was the one to come 
out on top.

Playing in a one-day match at 
the Nyora Recreation Reserve, the 
Cougars won the toss and chose 
to bat.

After a few wickets were lost at 
the hands of Nyora bowler Re-
ece Cordeux, Tanuj Namalge and 
captain Kayden Scrimshaw com-
bined well to make 35 and 21 
runs respectively.

Captain Callum Buckland made 

23 runs, and tailenders James 
Rushton and Jason Kennedy each 
added 32 runs.

Nick Arnup finished off the in-
nings with 22*.

For Nyora, the top bowler was 
Aaron Thompson, who took 3/21.

Koonwarra L/RSL was tasked 
with defending 10/198.

Nyora was off to a slow start as 
Arnup dismissed the openers, but 
Myles Cordeux (22) and Jy Hull 
(48) kept Nyora in the game.

Aaron Kaddatz ensured a vic-
tory for Nyora with 46 runs.

For Koonwarra L/RSL, Arnup 
and Kennedy were the best bowl-
ers with two wickets each.

Nyora won with a score of 8/201.
This was Koonwarra L/RSL’s 

last game before the Christmas 
break, as A2 will have the bye this 
week.

B Grade will play MDU and C2 
will play OMK. 

KORUMBURRA
WITH last week losing most of 

the day with rain, day two kicked 
off with Glen Alvie starting at 2/39 
in the A2 match.  

Tight bowling from the Cobras 
kept the runs in check with Glen 
Alvie finishing its innings at the 
agreed overs nine down. Skipper 
Harry McNeill 4/32 of 15, Jacob 
Whiteside 3/51 of 21, Rueben 
Foster 1/17 of 10 and Levi Gooch 
1/16 off four did the damage with 
the ball.

The Cobras’ innings kicked off 
with a rocky start before Rumesh 
Rangana 60 off 53 with 10 fours 
and a six, and Jacob Whiteside 
38* of 85 in an outstanding all-
round game settled in to guide 
them towards the win.

Late cameos from Jason Rich-
ards 13 off 36 balls and Harry 
McNeill 13* of 20 balls brought 
the win home. 

In B Grade, Town batted first in 
a one-day game due to last week’s 
washout to post the big total of 
187, with wickets hard to come 
by.  

Aaron Damon, Liam Dole, Owen 
Maskell and Tyler Dole each pick-
ing up a wicket, having some good 
tight periods with the ball. 

Following the break, the Co-
bras kicked off the run chase 
but lost three early wickets be-
fore Damon 33 with three fours 
and a six and Tyler Dole 28 
with three fours steadied the 
ship with solid partnership with 
Maskell 14* seeing the innings 
through to the close.	  
Korumburra batted first in C 
Grade with Trevor, Matt and Na-
than Allen all taking the field to-
gether for the first time in the side.  

The top order all had starts but 
no one went on to post a big score 

before Tim Morrison in career 
best form took control through 
the middle order with 28 off 36 
balls and four fours with great 
support from Tom Sorrell 25 of 
35 and two fours and Troy Shep-
herdson channelling some inner 
bazball, finishing the innings off 
with 28 off 19 balls and three 
fours to complete the innings with 
a big total to defend.

MDU’s innings was never able 
to get momentum with the Cobras 
bowling attack well in control.  

Sorrell 2/10 from 7, Pat Beadel 
2/14 from 5, Nathan Allen 1/9  
from 7, Charlie Carew 1/7 from 
five and Troy Shepherdson 1/5 
from four all bowling tight with 
great effect, bowling the side to 
victory.

LEONGATHA TOWN
SEVERAL Town players made 

solid starts, but a steady fall of 
wickets prevented the innings 
from building momentum in A1. 

The side was eventually dis-
missed for 111 off 24 overs. 

Jack Hume top-scored with a 
composed 30, well supported by 
Rory Gilliatte (28) and Seb Kyle 
(22).

With the ball, Town made a posi-
tive start, claiming early wickets 
to put Inverloch under pressure. 

However, Inverloch consolidated 
and went on to chase down the 
target in 27 overs. 

Archie Fixter led the attack with 
2/15, while Jack Hume (2/42) and 
Madura Madusanka (1/9) also 
contributed.

Town travelled to Korumburra 
to come away with a strong first 
win of the season, built on solid 
contributions from the club’s se-
nior players in B Grade.

At the top of the order, Mark 
Hardy set the tone with a com-
posed 36, while support came 
from Pandu Jayasinghe (34), 
Luke Bowman (26), Matt Davies 
(15) and Alex Aeschlimann (24). 

Captain Col Bruce anchored the 
innings with an excellent unbeat-
en 40. 

Town posted a competitive total 
built on depth and consistency.

With the ball, the workload 
was shared evenly across the at-
tack, keeping Korumburra under 
pressure throughout the innings. 
Hugh Livingstone led the way with 
2/13, while Matt Davies (2/16) 
backed up his batting effort with 
the ball, including a sharp caught-
and-bowled from his eight overs. 

Lachy Gill (1/10) and Pandu 
Jayasinghe (1/16) also chipped in 
as Town secured a well-rounded 
team victory.

Batting first, Town opened with 
Karl Aeschlimann and Harvey Ae-
schlimann in C Grade. 

The early loss of Harvey brought 
Jack Aeschlimann to the crease, 
and the pair combined for a 
strong partnership that set the 
tone for the innings. 

Karl produced an excellent 
knock of 66, while Jack went on 
to top-score with a superb 85.

Further contributions came 
from Melvin Kezhuvanthanam 
(18) and Ray Edwards (11), as 
Town posted a competitive total of 
207, all out off 30 overs.

With the ball, Town made an 
encouraging start by claiming two 
early wickets, but Glen Alvie re-
sponded strongly and kept pace 
with the required run rate. Poly 
Joseph (3/28 off seven overs) and 
Melvin Kezhuvanthanam (3/27 off 
seven) led the bowling effort and 
kept Town in the contest right to 
the end.

In a thrilling finish, the match 
came down to the final over, with 
Glen Alvie narrowly snatching vic-
tory to finish 8/215 off 35 overs.

MDU
MDU was defeated by the Impe-

rials in a one-day match in B2 on 
Saturday.

Playing at Leongatha’s East 
Campus, MDU won the toss and 
chose to bowl.

Steve Arnup took 4/12 off three, 
Scott Browne took 2/19 off eight, 
and Alex Battersby took 1/22 off 
five.

The Imperials had MDU chasing 
9/156.

In reply, MDU fell short, being 
bowled out for 121.

Callum McCaughan was the 
pick off the batsmen, making 40* 
off 45, Max Murray made 31 off 
41, and Browne made 27 off four.

With one round to go before the 
Christmas break, MDU’s B Grade 
side will be Koonwarra L/RSL in a 
T20 match.

On the ladder, Koonwarra L/
RSL and MDU are sitting third 
and fourth on the ladder, respec-
tively, so it is set to be a competi-
tive match-up. 

NERRENA
OMK was unable to get the runs 

it needed to defeat Nerrena in A1 
on Saturday.

Picking up from last week, Ner-
rena went into face 34 overs with 
Mitchell Clark and Tadgh Gan-
non still at the crease.

Tadgh went out cheaply and 
captain Tom Cameron went into 
bat with Clark, putting on 50.

Cameron added 30 runs to the 
score before he was dismissed, 
which saw Eamon Berryman at 
the crease in his debut A Grade 
match.

Clark stayed in until he reached 
108, and tailenders Jarrod Hoy 

and Tim Wightman combined to 
put on 70.

OMK was chasing 278 and 
needed to do it in 42 overs.

The Diggers lost a wicket early 
when Archie Gannon bowled 
Clayton Quaife in the first over.

It was looking like OMK might 
make it over the line with Jugraj 
Singh, Ethan Lamers, captain 
Koby Brann and Paul Fermanis 
making 23, 73, 67 and 68 runs 
respectively.

Gannon resumed for another 
spell and bowled Brann at 4/214.

Hoy also bowled again, taking 
out a couple of wickets to slow 
the run rate.

In C Grade, Nerrena played Kil-
cunda-Bass and secured the win.

The Red Caps were unable to 
get their first wicket until Kilcun-
da-Bass had already reached 65.

Christos Marinou then took 
two wickets, and the Sharks were 
2/85.

Adam Miller and Joel Huckett 
had a good partnership to keep 
Kilcunda-Bass in it, and the 
Sharks reached 4/172.

Nerrena was in strife early but 
managed to steady the ship after 
the score had reached 4/37.

Rohan Baudinette and Ben Cro-
atto put on 50 and after Baudi-
nette was dismissed, Nick Tucker 
added 34 runs.

Croatto made 102*, getting 
Nerrena over the line.

Nerrena is sitting comfortably 
on the ladders across the board 
heading into the Christmas 
break.

“A Grade is equal second, B 
Grade is third and C Grade is 
sitting fourth as we head into the 
last T20 match before Christmas. 
Everyone is looking good, and we 
are hoping to see more numbers 
after Christmas,” Nerrena presi-
dent Zack Trease said.

Nerrena will play in a double 
header at Leongatha’s Scorpion 
Park this Saturday.

A Grade will play first against 
Town, after which Town’s B 
Grade will play Inverloch.

NYORA
NYORA remains undefeated after 

coming up against second-placed 
Koonwarra L/RSL on Saturday.

Playing in a one-day match af-
ter last week’s washout, the heavy 
hitters of A Grade faced off to see 
which team would continue its 
winning streak.

“It was a pretty good game of 
cricket, and we won with four 
overs to spare,” Nyora’s Adam 
White said.

The pick of Nyora’s bowlers was 
Aaron Thompson, taking 3/21, 
and Jy Hull was the top batsman 
with 48 runs.

Tailender Aaron Kaddatz en-
sured Nyora got the runs it need-
ed, finishing the game with 46*.

“We still have a T20 to play in 
Meeniyan, but we will be looking 
to go into the Christmas break un-
defeated. You can’t ask for more,” 
White said.

“Hopefully we can keep it up 
through the second half.”

B Grade had a good win over 
Kilcunda Bass in another top-of-
the-table clash.

“B Grade played very well. It was 
the best game they’ve played all 
year,” White said.

“They kept Kilcunda Bass to 
130 and managed to pass that 
score with only two down in just 
28 overs. We hope to see this form 
with the bat and the ball continue 
in the new year.”

Nyora is looking forward to its 
Christmas break up this Saturday 
after the T20 and, looking ahead 
into 2026, is planning for its Pink 
Stumps Day on February 14.

  |  SPORTCRICKETAROUND THE GROUNDS...

Foster pace bowler Andrew Pattie during play against Kilcunda Bass at Bass Recreation Reserve. 
B44_5025
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Team	 Points� %

  A GRADE, Division 1
OMK	 66� 1.148
Club	 48� 1.534
Nerrena	 48� 1.358
Inverloch	 36� 1.045
Phillip Island	 36� 1.032
Town	 1� 0.642
Imperials	 6� 0.577

  B GRADE, Division 1
Club	 74� 3.610
OMK	 66� 4.063
Nerrena	 42� 1.465
Inverloch	 36� 1.058
Phillip Island	 18� 0.543
Town	 18� 0.335
Korumburra	 6� 0.211

Team	 Points� %

    A GRADE, Division 2
Nyora	 72� 1.377
Koonwarra L/RSL	 54� 1.656
Kilcunda Bass	 54� 1.580
Korumburra	 36� 0.993
Glen Alvie	 24� 0.848
MDU	 12� 0.877
Foster	 0� 0.293

  B GRADE, Division 2
Nyora	 60� 1.495
Kilcunda Bass	 54� 1.050
Koonwarra L/RSL	 48� 1.252
MDU	 42� 0.674
Glen Alvie	 30� 1.207
Imperials	 18� 0.703

Team	 Points� %

  C GRADE, Division 1
OMK	 72� 1.106
Club	 66� 2.029
Phillip Island	 60� 0.894
Nerrena	 54� 0.911
MDU	 42� 1.068
Kilcunda Bass	 36� 0.790
Korumburra	 30� 0.8480

Team	 Points� %

    C GRADE, Division 2
Club	 90� 2.750
Glen Alvie	 72� 0.912
Inverloch	 60� 1.115
Koonwarra L/RSL	 48� 1.607
Town	 36� 0.620
Nyora	 36� 0.583
OMK	 18� 0.431

LADDERS

LADDERS

RD 7

RD 10

NEXT WEEKEND’s GAMES
& UMPIRE APPOINTMENTS

ROUND 8 - SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20  -  T20 GAMES

  A GRADE, Division 1 

Club v Phillip Island 	 1pm - Won. Turf 	 Michael Thomas
Nerrena v Town 		  11am - Leon.Turf 	 Ken Scrimshaw
Inverloch v OMK 		  1pm - Inv. Turf 	 Ashleigh Stride
Imperials - BYE

  A Grade, Division 2

MDU v Nyora 		  1pm - Meeniyan 	 Ian Salmon
Korumburra v K-Bass 	 2pm - Korumburra 	 John Schelling
Foster v Glen Alvie 	 11am - Foster GC 	 Les White
Koonwarra L/RSL - BYE

  B GRADE, Division 1

OMK v Korumburra 	 12pm - Outtrim 	 Geoff Birnie
Town v Inverloch 		 1pm - Scorp. Pk 1 	 Ken Scrimshaw
P-Island v Nerrena 	 1pm - Rhyll	 Steve Williamson
Club - BYE

  B GRADE, Division 2 

K-Bass v Glen Alvie 	 1pm - Bass 1 	 Geoffrey Parkinson
Koon L/RSL v MDU 	 10am - Koonwarra 	 Graham Wightman
Nyora v Imperials		 1pm - Nyora 	 TBC

C GRADE, Division 1

MDU v Kilcunda Bass 	 1pm - Dumbalk 	 TBC
Nerrena v OMK 		  1pm - Nerrena	 TBC
Phillip Island v Club 	 10am - Rhyll 	 Steve Williamson
Korumburra - BYE

C GRADE, Division 2

OMK v Koon L/RSL 	 1pm - Digger Park	  TBC
Inverloch v Town 		 11am - Inverloch 	 Ashleigh Stride
Glen Alvie v Nyora 	 1pm - Glen Alvie 	 TBC
Club - Bye

Subject to Confirmation. 
Any prospective umpires can contact

Ash Stride 0432 350 944 or Ken Scrimshaw 0433 297 421

ROUND 11 - SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20  -  T20 GAMES
NEVER has it been more certain 

that cricket is stronger than ever 
in the younger ranks with three 
under-15s making their mark in 
weekend cricket. Blake Ton scored 
his third consecutive half-century 
for the Wonthaggi Cricket Club 
reaching 59 not out against OMK 
at Dalyston. Jed Caddy moved 
up from C1 to play his first game 
in B Grade for Wonthaggi Club at 
McMahon Reserve and making his 
mark for Foster in A2 was Max 
Johnston scoring 27 runs against 
Kilcunda Bass and taking a handy 
wicket.

Blake Ton, 14, scored his 
third consecutive half-century 
for the Wonthaggi Cricket Club. 
B53_5025

Jed Caddy, 14, moved up from 
C1 to play his first game in B 
Grade for Wonthaggi Club at 
McMahon Reserve. B40_5025

Wonthaggi Club young guns shine in weekend cricket

8-10 Koonwarra Rd, Leongatha. 5662 5030
Cnr Carneys Road & Bass Highway, 

Wonthaggi. 5672 2148

LEONGATHA & DISTRICT CRICKET ASSOCIATION

A1: Mitchell Clark (Nerrena) 108 ; Ron Abeysinghe (Inverloch) 4/6

A2: Matthew Grayson (K-Bass) 93 ; Archie Luke (Glen Alvie) 4/28

B1: David Britt (Club) 124 ; Drew Herbert (Club) 6/36

B2: Jaxon Hayes (Imperials) 68 ; Steve Arnup (MDU) 4/12

C1: Ben Croatto (Nerrena) 102* ; Kooper Foote (MDU) 4/29

C2: Jack Aeschlimann (Town) 85 ; Pieter Loos (Glen Alvie) 4/34

SCOREBOARD
In stories folder: Cricket Scoreboard_5025

Local Cricket... 132132  years strongyears strong

Phone: 5662 2930

Leongatha
www.hartleywells.com

First win of season for Wonthaggi Club 
in women’s cricket double header

THE Wonthaggi women’s team en-
joyed a well-earned breakthrough 
on Sunday, recording its first win 
of the 2025/26 season with a com-
plete team performance, setting 
up the 25-run victory over Kil-
cunda Bass Great Whites at Bass 
Recreation Reserve.

After winning the toss, Wont-
haggi chose to bat, producing a 
composed and structured innings, 
having a focus on rotating the bat-
ting order and building confidence 
across the lineup, Club posting a 
competitive 113 off its 20 overs.

Captain Elizabeth Crump set the 
tone early, making 12 runs from 
nine balls, with all batters contrib-
uting, Carmel Mitchell top scoring 
with 15, Breeanna Pentland mak-
ing 13, Amanda Goodsell 12 and 
Hayley Richards 11.

Wonthaggi’s total included 32 extras.
Kilcunda Bass skipper Joanne 

Huckett was tidy with the ball, 
conceding just 16 runs from her 
four overs.

Defending 113, Wonthaggi pro-
duced its most disciplined bowl-
ing and fielding effort of the 
season, the bowlers working pa-
tiently, keeping tight lines and lim-
iting scoring opportunities, which 
prevented the Great Whites from 
building momentum throughout 
the innings.

Sophie Barnes led the Wonthaggi 
attack with an outstanding spell of 
four overs for just 11 runs, help-
ing Club make a positive start 
with the ball.

Bianca Beaumont captured a 
wicket and conceded just eight 
runs in her three overs, and along 
with Imogen Beaumont’s two overs 
for five runs, applied further pres-
sure to the Kilcunda Bass batters.

Hayley Richards took a wicket 
and bowled a maiden during her 
three overs.

Kilcunda Bass fought hard, Kate 
Thompson top scoring with 24 
from 16 balls, but consistent pres-
sure and sharp fielding saw Won-
thaggi restrict the Great Whites to 
a total of 88 runs.

“Each week we get better and bet-
ter,” said Wonthaggi Club Coach 

Brian Osborne, the side tackling 
its second season, having finished 
well down the ladder in its inaugu-
ral campaign.

While modified rules for wom-
en’s cricket locally may have the 
purists calling for the third um-
pire, there is no doubt that wom-
en’s cricket is here to stay and 
growing fast.

The main difference in women’s 
cricket is that the women bat in 
pairs, facing four overs, and each 
time a player loses a wicket, three 
runs are taken off their score.

Every game is in the 20/20 for-
mat, with a minimum of eight 
players in each team.

The winning side is the one with 
the most runs after three runs 
are deducted for each lost wicket, 
with each side getting to face its 
full 20 overs.

The Leongatha and District 
Cricket Association currently has 
eight teams in the women’s com-
petition with Leongatha Town at 
the top of the ladder, followed by 
Inverloch and Koonwarra.

Games are played every second 
week with seven rounds, a semi-
final and a grand final.

On Sunday, Phillip Island pre-
vailed by 20 runs in the other 
match of a double header at Bass 
Recreation Reserve.

Jan Hodgson scored three off 18 balls, retiring with Jess Abrahams, 
who scored five off 11. B85_5025
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  |  SPORTCRICKET LDcA - DECEMBER 13 HIGHLIGHTS

A GRADE, DIVISION 1
Club 1/147 d Imperials 9/143
Imp. Batting: A Williams 46, J Cochrane 24
Imp. Bowling: J Ginnane 1/17, L Anderson 0/14 
Club Batting: A Geyer 62*, M Thomas 50,  
Club Bowling: J Brann 3/40, R Thomas 2/14
Nerrena 7/278 d OMK 8/270
Nerrena Batting: M Clarke 108, T Gannon 49
Nerrena Bowling: A Gannon 4/69, J Hoy 2/52 
OMK Batting: E Lamers 73, P Fermanis 68 
ONK Bowling: J Lamers 3/92, T Pickering 2/24
Inverloch 5/112 d Town 111
Inv. Batting: R Harris 39, W Taberner 21*
Inv. Bowling: R Abeysinghe 4/6, C Newman 2/15 
Town Batting: J Hume 30, R Gilliatte 28 
Town Bowling: J Hume 2/41, A Fixter 2/15
Phillip Island – BYE

A GRADE, DIVISION 2
Nyora 8/201 d Koon L/RSL 198
Koon. Batting: T Namalge 35, J Rushton 32 
Koon. Bowling: N Arnup 2/23, J Kennedy 2/26
Nyora Batting: J Hull 48, Fill-in 46*
Nyora Bowling: A Thompson 3/21, A Simmons 2/26
Korumburra 6/145 d Glen Alvie 9/121
Glen Alvie Batting: M Donohue 37, W Luke 21
Glen Alvie Bowling: A Luke 4/28, B McRae 1/40 
K’burra Batting: R Rangana 60, J Whiteside 38* 
K’burra Bowling: H McNeil 4/32, J Whiteside 3/51
Kilcunda Bass 7/250 d Foster 8/149
K-Bass Batting: M Grayson 93, S Oates 41
K-Bass Bowling: R Brown 2/17, M Grayson 2/17 
Foster Batting: M Jones 62, M Johnston 27 
Foster Bowling: M Allott 2/45, B Cripps 1/13
MDU – BYE

B GRADE, DIVISION 1
OMK 1/160 d Inverloch 7/159
Inverloch Batting: J Dennerley 37, B Poll 34
Inverloch Bowling: J Dennerley 1/30, B Poll 0/15 
OMK Batting: A Busana 80, K Kerr 44* 
OMK Bowling: K Kerr 2/25, T Nicholas 1/6
Town 5/187 d Korumburra 7/113
Town Batting: C Bruce 40*, M Hardy 36
Town Bowling: H Livingstone 2/13, M Davies 2/16 
K’burra Batting: A Damon 33, T Dole 28 
K’burra Bowling: T Dole 1/10, A Damon 1/26
Club 3/316 d Phillip Island 231
Club Batting: D Britt 124, L McLean 100
Club Bowling: D Herbert 6/36, Sean Roche 1/22 
P-Island Batting: T Blackwell 86, A Williams 48 
P-Island Bowling: T Blackwell 1/21, J Allan 1/44
Nerrena – BYE

B GRADE, DIVISION 2
Imperials 9/156 d MDU 121
Imp. Batting: J Hayes 68, A Meyer 25
Imp. Bowling: C Bruce 4/35, I Bolge & M Reidy 2/19 
MDU Batting: C McCaughan 40*, M Murray 31 
MDU Bowling: S Arnup 4/12, S Browne 2/19
Koon L/RSL 4/120 d Glen Alvie116
Glen Alvie Batting: Z Scholz 35, L Ton 30
Glen Alvie Bowling: Z Scholz 2/18, L Ton 1/6 
Koon L/RSL Batting: B Pedlow 58, B Heppell 24* 
Koon L/RSL Bowling: B Davison 3/10, L Read 2/15
Nyora 2/133 d Kilcunda Bass 6/130
K-Bass Batting: A McBride 42, V J, Gopal 18
K-Bass Bowling: J Dickson 1/9, A McBride 1/36 
Nyora Batting: C Knox 46, J Knox 42* 
Nyora Bowling: D Blackney 2/22, M Lynch 1/20

C GRADE, DIVISION 1
Korumburra 9/174 d MDU 7/64
K’burra Batting: Fill-in 28*, T Morrison 28
K’burra Bowling: T Sorrell 2/10, P Beadel 2/14 
MDU Batting: Z Bright 11, J Allen 11 
MDU Bowling: K Foote 4/29, Z Bright 2/18
Nerrena 6/173 d Kilcunda Bass 4/172
K-Bass Batting: A Miller 36, P Miller 35
K-Bass Bowling: H Bettles 2/34, O Leighton 1/7 
Nerrena Batting: B Croatto 102*, N Tucker 34 
Nerrena Bowling: C Marinou 2/17, D Whelan 1/36
OMK 8/199 d Phillip Island 131
OMK Batting: R White 80, A Fisher 46
OMK Bowling: B Wyatt 3/7, L Walker, B Loader 1/7 
P-Island Batting: M Cleary 31, S Lock 18 
P-Island Bowling: M Cleary 2/32, D Mani 2/50
Club – BYE

C GRADE, DIVISION 2
Glen Alvie 8/215 d Town 207 
Town Batting: J Aeschlimann 85, K Aeschlimann 66
Town Bowling: MM Kezhuvanthanam 3/27,  
P J Kallookkaran 3/28 
Glen Alvie Batting: D Tiziani 74, O Luff 36 
Glen Alvie Bowling: P Loos 4/34, C Andersen 3/25
Inverloch 7/183 Koonwarra L/RSL 3/122 
Inverloch Batting: D Tessari 56, D Cashin 48
Inverloch Bowling: J Foote 1/14, H Williams 1/45 
Koon.  Batting: G Boxall 32*, G Matthies 29 
Koon. Bowling: S Paterson 3/31, M Boswell 2/24
Club 3/169 d OMK 6/66
Club Batting: B Osborne 69, B Ton 59*
Club Bowling: L Borne 2/5, A Benetti, H Crump 1/5 
OMK Batting: G Grey 13, Matt Whiteside 10 
OMK Bowling: M Whiteside 2/28, D Wylie 1/24
Nyora – BYE

FOSTER
FOSTER was defeated by Kil-

cunda-Bass in a one-day match 
in A1 on Saturday.

Playing at the Bass Recreation 
Reserve, the home side won the 
toss and chose to bat.

After losing Jaydan Tregear 
early at the hands of Foster 
bowler Luke Rooker, Bass dom-
inated at the crease with Robert 
Wallace making 28 runs, Greg-
ory Miller 35 and Steven Oates 
41.

The pick of the batsmen for 
the day was Bass captain Mat-
thew Grayson with 93 runs.

Mitchell Allott was Foster’s 
star bowler with two wickets, 
and the remaining wickets were 
shared between Rooker, Max 
Johnston, Andrew Pattie, Khy 
Davy and Brad Cripps.

Kilcunda-Bass was set to de-
fend 7/250.

Mitchell Jones had Foster off 
to a strong start with 62 runs, 
but the team lost a few early 
wickets at the hands of Bass 
bowlers Ryan Brown and Jack-
son Baker.

Sixty-two was the top score for 
Foster, but Johnston also added 

27 runs. Foster conceded defeat 
with 8/149.

Foster is now set to play Glen 
Alvie in the T20 match before 
the Christmas break.

GLEN ALVIE
GLEN Alvie’s C2 division se-

cured a victory over Leongatha 
Town at Scorpion Park on Sat-
urday.

Glen Alvie won the toss and 
chose to bowl.

Karl Aeschlimann opened for 
Town and delivered a great per-
formance with 66 runs.

He had a successful partner-
ship with top scorer Jack Ae-
schlimann, who added 85 runs 
to the tally.

However, Town ran into trou-
ble through the bottom half of 
the order, as three ducks were 
taken by Glen Alvie bowlers 
Charlie Andersen and Nate Luff.

Pieter Loos was the pick of 
Glen Alvie’s bowlers, taking 
4/34.

Glen Alvie was chasing 10/207.
Kent and Charlie Andersen 

opened for Glen Alvie, but were 
both bowled for ducks by Poly 
Joseph Kallookkaran and Jack 

Aeschlimann, respectively.
Darcy Tiziani steadied the 

ship with 74 runs, and captain 
Ian Thorn and Owen Luff added 
25 and 36 runs respectively. 

For Town, Kallookkaran and 
Melvin Mathew Kezhuvantha-
nam took three wickets each.

Glen Alvie won the day with a 
score of 8/215.

Glen Alvie will take on Nyora 
in next week’s T20 match. 

THE IMPERIALS
THE Imperials made it onto 

the board with a win against 
MDU in B2.

After losing the toss, the Impe-
rials were sent into bat first and 
managed to post a score of 156.

Jaxon Hayes, in his first game 
for the season, made the biggest 
impact on the scoreboard with 
68 runs.

Andrew Meyer made 25 runs, 
and Cameron Bruce and captain 
Sam Vagg contributed 20 each.

The Imperials fell away to-
wards the end, losing wickets to 
MDU bowler Steve Arnup.

“It was looking like we were 
heading towards 180, but the 
MDU bowlers did well to keep 

us to 156,” Imps president Kris-
tina Gray said.

“Cameron Bruce opened our 
bowling and answered with 
some early wickets.”

Bruce dismissed the top three 
bats for MDU. A partnership got 
going between Max Murray and 
captain Scott Browne, but by 
the halfway mark, five of MDU’s 
wickets had been claimed.

Callum McCaughan stepped 
up late in the game and was ag-
gressive with the bat, top scoring 
with 40*.

However, James Jeffery, Isaac 
Bolge in his first game after in-
jury, and last-minute inclusion 
Martin Reidy bowled well to get 
the Imperials over the line.

“It was a much-needed win. 
We bowled well and were lucky 
to get the last four wickets or so 
fairly cheaply,” Gray said.

B2 will play a T20 match 
against Koonwarra/LRSL this 
Saturday.

The Imperials will be looking 
to go into this match with a bit 
of momentum and confidence in 
hopes of securing another win 
before the break.

A1 will have the bye.

WONTHAGGI Club’s A1 side 
delivered a comprehensive 
performance across both dis-
ciplines to record a dominant 
victory over Imperials in round 
seven.

After Imperials won the toss 
and chose to bat, Wonthaggi’s 
bowlers took control from the 
outset, applying relentless pres-
sure on a good turf wicket.

Imperials were restricted to 
9/143 from 68.5 overs, with 
run-scoring extremely difficult 
throughout the innings.

Captain Joel Brann led su-
perbly with the ball, finishing 
with 3/40 from 18 overs, while 
excellent support came from 
Jakeb Thomas (2/19), Ryan 
Thomas (2/14) and Fraser West 
(2/27). 

The attack was backed by 
sharp fielding and disciplined 
lines, reflected in the low econo-
my rates across the board.

Chasing 144 for victory, Wont-
haggi were calm and clinical. 

Mitch Thomas anchored the 
innings with a composed 50 
from 91 balls, setting a strong 
platform at the top of the order. 

He was well supported by Al-
exander Geyer, who produced 
an outstanding innings, finish-
ing 62 from 83 balls*, striking 
four fours and two sixes to guide 
the chase home.

After the sole wicket fell at 114, 
Harry West (16)* joined Geyer 
to see the innings through with-
out further loss, as Wonthaggi 
reached 1/147 in 33.3 overs, 
sealing the win comfortably.

It was a complete team per-
formance from Wonthaggi – dis-
ciplined bowling, sharp fielding 
and composed batting – result-
ing in a convincing and well-
earned Division 1 victory.

In B Grade, Wonthaggi pro-
duced a dominant all-round 
performance at McMahon Re-
serve, posting a commanding 
8/316 before bowling Phillip Is-
land out for 233 in 36.4 overs.

After winning the toss and 
electing to bat, Wonthaggi’s in-
nings was built around two out-
standing centuries.

David Britt was in sublime 

touch, retiring out on a superb 
124, anchoring the innings with 
authority.

He was well supported by Lo-
chlan McLean, who compiled a 
classy 100, combining patience 
with well-timed aggression. The 
pair laid the foundation for a big 
total, pushing the score past 200 
with plenty of overs in hand.

Contributions from Gavin 
Britt (34) and Drew Herbert (25 
not out)* ensured Wonthaggi 
finished strongly, reaching 316 
from their 40 overs. 

For Phillip Island, Sarith An-
gelo was the standout with the 
ball, claiming 4/30 in an excel-
lent spell that prevented an even 
larger total.

In reply, Phillip Island showed 
early intent but struggled to 
build sustained partnerships. 

Thomas Blackwell fought 
hard with an impressive 86, 
while Aidan Williams (48) and 
David Ivey (32) added resistance 
through the middle order.

However, the day belonged to 
Drew Herbert, who delivered a 
match-winning bowling perfor-
mance. 

Herbert tore through the 
Phillip Island batting line-up,  

finishing with remarkable fig-
ures of 6/36 from 7.4 overs, con-
sistently breaking partnerships 
and swinging momentum firmly 
Wonthaggi’s way. 

Support came from Sean 
Roche (1/22) and Bryce Evans 
(1/38), while the fielding effort 
was sharp, highlighted by mul-
tiple catches from Ian Hughes.

Phillip Island was eventually 
dismissed for 233, sealing an 
83-run victory for Wonthaggi 
and a comprehensive perfor-
mance with both bat and ball.

C2 produced a dominant all-
round performance to cruise 
to a comprehensive victory over 
OMK, with Brian Osborne and 
Blake Ton the standout contrib-
utors with the bat.

After winning the toss and 
electing to bat, Wonthaggi re-
covered from an early wobble to 
post 3/169 from 35 overs. 

The innings was anchored su-
perbly by Brian Osborne, who 
played with confidence and con-
trol to compile a polished 69 off 
79 balls, striking seven bound-
aries and keeping the score-
board ticking. 

Osborne’s knock provided the 
backbone of the innings and 

took the game away from the 
visitors.

At the other end, Blake Ton 
delivered a calm and mature in-
nings, finishing 59 not out from 
98 balls.

Blake showed great patience 
and composure, rotating the 
strike well and capitalising on 
loose deliveries to ensure Won-
thaggi built a competitive total. 

The unbroken partnership 
between Osborne and Ton was 
the decisive phase of the match, 
turning a modest start into a 
commanding position.

With the ball, Wonthaggi were 
relentless. 

The bowlers applied constant 
pressure, backed up by sharp 
fielding, to restrict OMK to just 
66 runs. 

The tight lines and disciplined 
bowling effort ensured the op-
position never threatened the 
target.

It was a complete team perfor-
mance, but the match will right-
ly be remembered for the bat-
ting class of Brian Osborne and 
the resilience and composure 
shown by Blake Ton, whose in-
nings set up a convincing and 
well-earned Wonthaggi victory.

Club polish off Imps with aplomb

Dave Britt survived multiple unsuccessful appeals for LBW to retire n/o 124. B34_5025

AROUND THE GROUNDS...
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ST KILDA Football Club head-
ed to South Gippsland last 
week for its 2025 AFL Commu-
nity Camp, spending two days 
engaging with locals through 
clinics, school visits and junior 
football clubs across the region.

The tour began on Monday 
afternoon at Leongatha Rec-
reation Reserve, where play-
ers hosted an AFL Auskick 
Super Clinic. More than 150 
young footballers travelled from 
across South Gippsland to take 
part, with Saints players run-
ning skills sessions, drills and 
games for all in attendance.

Players also visited several 
junior football clubs, includ-
ing Wonthaggi and Inverloch-
Kongwak, connecting with the 
next generation of local talent 
and the volunteers who support 
their development.

Tuesday saw the group spread 
right across the region to meet 
students from a wide range of 
schools, delivering Q&A ses-
sions and signing opportunities. 
Schools included Wonthaggi 
North, St Joseph’s Korumburra, 
Tarwin Lower, Bass Coast Spe-
cialist (Wonthaggi), Powlett 
River, Loch, Fish Creek and 

District, Bass Valley, Bass Coast 
College Wonthaggi, Poowong, St 
Laurence O’Toole, Leongatha, 
Toora, Foster, Newhaven, Cowes 
and San Remo.

The visit was part of the 
AFL’s ongoing commitment to 
strengthening ties with regional 
communities, while acknowl-
edging the vital role local clubs, 
schools and families play in 
growing the game.

Saints midfielder and proud 
Gippsland product Sam Flan-
ders said it was special to return 
to the area he grew up in. “I’m re-
ally proud to be from Gippsland 

and very grateful to be part of 
bringing AFL football out to the 
region,” Mr Flanders said.

“I know how much an AFL 
player visit can mean to kids 
in country areas. Now, being on 
the other side of it, that respon-
sibility isn’t lost on me.

“I hope these visits inspire 
kids to keep chasing their footy 
dreams and help more talent 
from the region make it to the 
elite level.”

Newhaven College principal 
Tony Corr got involved, as he 
has been a member of the St 
Kilda Football Club for 40 years. 

He said it was an unforgettable 
day, thanks to the amazing 
players Tom De Koning, Tobie 
Travaglia, Daniel Butler, Patrick 
Said and Paddy Dow for visiting 
Newhaven College on Tuesday, 
December 9.

The students had an incred-
ible time engaging with the play-
ers, asking questions and get-
ting their St Kilda merchandise 
signed. The players shared their 
insights and experiences, mak-
ing this a day the students will 
never forget. It was fantastic to 
see everyone so excited and in-
volved.

Newhaven College Junior School were thrilled to welcome St Kilda AFL FC players Tom De Koning, Tobie Travaglia, Daniel Butler, Patrick Said and Paddy Dow on 
their last day of school. Pictured with principal Tony Corr, head of junior school Cath Huther and PE/sports teacher Jaclyn Clark.

Saints kick off Community Camp
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