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a. Just cruisin’ into 2026_ on Phillip-Island

The crowds and the boutique cruise ship, the Seven Seas Explorer, sailed into Phillip Island on a warm sunny New Year’s Day holiday on Thursday, January 1.

Cemetery shame

LIFETIME Wonthaggi residents have

By Rick Koenig etery on Christmas Day and was equally weeds, while the toilet block door had

slammed the “disgusting” condition of
the local cemetery after finding it over-
grown with grass and too dangerous to
walk.

Gaile Fincher told the Sentinel-Times

Ms Fincher’'s husband Mike said he
was currently recovering from an injury
and the long grass was a safety concern
particularly for elderly visitors.

she visited the cemetery with her hus-
band Mike on Christmas Eve to pay re-
spects to her parents.

Ms Fincher said they usually visited at
that time of year but when they arrived it
was in a shocking state.

“It wasn't even mowed, it was disgust-
ing,” she said.

“I lost my parents 20-odd years ago
and my husband lost his even longer ago
and we always found the cemetery was
beautiful.

“Whoever’s doing it now, you don'’t treat
our cemetery like that.

“You need to have respect and there is
no respect there.”

“The grass was probably six or seven
inches long and you couldn’t tell where
the dips were,” he said.

“I've had a back operation and my legs
don’'t work properly currently so I just
went and sat in the car because I was
frightened of tumbling over.

“I didn’t feel safe, a lot of older people
go up there and I just didn’t feel right
walking around.”

Mr Fincher said the whole cemetery
needed top dressing because the soil had
settled unevenly around graves making it
treacherous to walk.

Former Wonthaggi resident Lesley Legg
who now lives in Cairns visited the cem-

disappointed.

Ms Legg said she grew up in Wonthaggi
and spent 60 years there with her par-
ents, grandparents and other relatives
all buried at the cemetery.

“For Christmas Day it was a disgrace to
look like that,” she said.

“It hadn't been edged or whipper
snipped to look nice, it was appalling.

“A lot of people were going to be visiting
and it was just horrible.

“I think there’s a lack of respect.

“There was more of a personal touch
when council was doing it.”

Their concerns echoed a post on Face-
book which described the cemetery as
“heartbreaking” with lawns “clearly” not
mowed and the public toilet “in a dis-
gusting state”.

A visit by the Sentinel-Times found sec-
tions of the cemetery had long grass and

been removed from its hinges with sharp
nails exposed.

Southern Metropolitan Cemeteries
Trust took over management of Wont-
haggi Cemetery from Bass Coast Shire
Council on February 1 last year.

Continued page 5
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GRASS FED BEEF g INGHAM'S
SCOTCH FILLET STEAK CHICKEN MARYLAND

Miller Chill Stubbies or Cans 330ml,
Miller Genuine Draft, Carlsberg or
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When a visitor backed over a small
power transformer on the nature strip
in Royal Parade Inverloch on Friday,
January 3, no one knew it would cut
power to 209 Ausnet customers in the
vicinity for more than 18 hours.

Power out for 18 hours

after simple driver error

A SIMPLE enough mistake by the visitor
to a relative’s home in Inverloch, at about
5.45pm on Friday, January 3, when the driv-
er backed over a small power transformer
on the nature strip, cut power to 209 Ausnet
customers until 12.20pm the next day.

A spokesperson for Ausnet told the Sen-
tinel-Times that a specialised crew was
needed to attend to the repair work, which
together with the complex nature of the job,
was the reason for the delay.

“We initially gave the restoration time as
4pm on Saturday but we've finished ahead
of schedule and power is being restored as
we speak,” said the Ausnet spokesperson
on Saturday.

“The transformer is very important to the
distribution of power to the area and (the
damage caused) is the reason for the outage.

“We apologise to customers for the in-
convenience and thank them for their pa-
tience while repairs were being affected,”
she said.

Witnesses to the incident in Royal Pa-
rade Inverloch said a driver, not familiar
with the area, accidently backed over the
transformer, and further damaged it by
driving forward again.

“There was a burst of flames, rising into
the air higher than the car then it start-
ed popping and crackling and shower of
sparks came out, two or three metres into
the air.”

“There was no explosion,” said another
resident, further along Royal Parade.

“But you could hear the popping and
crackling from back here,” they said,
looking at the response by the fire brigade
from more than 100 metres away.

“It was a bit of a shock,” said another.

Fire brigade personnel initially held
off on dousing the flames while they as-
sessed whether live wires were involved
but donned full breathing apparatus in
response to the acrid smoke and used
a dry chemical extinguisher to quell the
flames.

They remained on the scene for some time
while police cordoned off the area, to all but
local traffic, as a safety precaution.

No one was injured in the mishap al-
though there was chatter on social media
about the placement of the power trans-
former so close to the driveway, the gen-
eral inconvenience and the spoiling of food
in the fridge.

Starting the year with
a few goals in mind?

Let’s kickstart your 2026 with a
personal loan that fits your budget
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Lynda 0429 121 082

Disclaimer: Your full financial situation will need to be reviewed prior to
acceptance of any offer or product. LS Finance Broking Pty Ltd, Credit
Representative (499763) is authorised under Australian Credit Licence 389328.
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State Government offered
enviro win at Venus Bay

)

MUCH of the focus of the Cape to Cape
Resilience Plan process has been about
the impact of erosion on Inverloch’s surf
beach and the threat posed to the town’s
surf lifesaving clubhouse initially and to
nearby roads, infrastructure, houses and
the economy over time.

However, the final Cape to Cape report,
released on December 23, 2025, together
with another government-funded report,
‘The Venus Bay Saltmarsh Rehabilitation
Feasibility Study’, released by the South
Gippsland Shire Council in November,
has equally important implications for
Venus Bay and landowners along the
lower reaches of the Tarwin River.

And, as highlighted by South Gippsland
Shire Councillor Sarah Gilligan at the
council’s November meeting, there’s “huge
potential” in the adaption plans outlined
for Venus Bay and low-lying areas along
the Tarwin River that have much wider
implications for the environment than
simply dealing with beach erosion and
storm surge problems at Inverloch.

“It should be noted that adaptation of
this land (study area of 324 hectares be-
tween the First and Second estates) is
actually part of the State Government's
planning already,” Cr Gilligan told coun-
cil recently.

“It's in the Cape to Cape resilience plan,
and what this report (Saltmarsh Rehabili-
tation) has found is that by restoring, over
along period, in a gradual process of about
30 to 35 years, the saltmarsh on what is
becoming less and less viable farmland,
that this will not only provide all of the en-
vironmental benefits of biodiversity it will
pay for the whole project,” she said.

Cr Gilligan said saltmarsh was the most
biodiverse ecosystem on the planet and in
terms of a carbon sink, that is, offering a
natural carbon sequestration process, the
restoration of saltmarsh at Venus Bay had
the potential to generate significant fund-
ing in terms of Australian Carbon Credit
Units (ACCUs) that would actually pay for
the restoration and management of a re-
stored Venus Bay wetlands.

Not only would the saltmarsh be able
to co-exist with the adjoining farmland,
she said, it would be able to buffer the
area from the impact of temporary and
permanent inundation, offer protection
to the only access road in and out, and
boost eco-tourism.

“As far as the State Government is con-
cerned, this is work that was done as
part of the Cape to Cape resilience plan
that has also been a very long-held com-
munity ambition, to restore that land to
saltmarsh, to engage in tourism that is
not just about our boom and bust sum-
mer on the third-most dangerous beach
in Victoria.

“But that it's actually welcoming the
fact that where we live is a wild place.

It's a wild and beautiful place, and I
think that we need to acknowledge that

NEW LOTS
NOW SELLING

Lot Sizes from 409m* to 792m?
Pricing from $230,000 to $299,000
Build your dream home and
experience Bass Coast living.

Register your interest now!

1300 WONTHAGGI (966 842)
parklandswonthaggi.com.au
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South Gippsland Shire Councillor Sarah Gilligan says a long-held community
ambition to reclaim farmland at Venus Bay as wetlands has now been supported
as a “no brainer” by two government-funded reports.

Returning an area of farmland, between the Number One Estate and Number
Two Estate at Venus Bay, to saltmarsh as a registered Blue Carbon project, is one
of the preferred options coming out of the Cape to Cape Resilience Plan and The
Venus Bay Saltmarsh Rehabilitation Feasibility Study.

and make as much out of that as we can.”

Cr Gilligan said everyone acknowl-
edged the saltmarsh restoration project
at Venus Bay as a “no brainer” as far
back as 1977 and now two government-
funded reports had scientifically mod-
elled the outcomes.

As well as endorsing the Venus Bay Salt-
marsh Rehabilitation Feasibility Study,
the South Gippsland Council voted to
send a letter to Minister for Environment
and the Department of Energy, Environ-
ment and Climate Action, Steve Dimopou-
los, sharing the outcomes of the study.

Meanwhile, the Cape to Cape Resil-
ience Plan has found that Venus Bay, the
Tarwin Lower township and land along
the lower reaches of the Tarwin River,

Clean ups
with
convenience

EPA Registered R0O00301404

HM12867

Commercial, industrial and farm services

HEEL'A'W%

towards Anderson Inlet, will be increas-
ingly impacted by tides, storm surge,
erosion and permanent inundation.

“Liveability of Venus Bay and Tarwin
Lower communities is likely to diminish
due to hazard impacts while conserva-
tion, farming areas and important envi-
ronmental values will also be impacted,
including mangroves, saltmarsh and oth-
er coastal and estuarine vegetation.

“Agricultural land and its productivity
will likely be impacted.”

However, adaption pathways identified
in the reports for Venus Bay and low-ly-
ing land along the lower reaches of the
Tarwin River, into Anderson Inlet, offer a
win-win for the government and the local
comimunity.

accounts@wheelawaste.com
www.wheelawaste.com.au
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Making a real
difference in the
lives of people
across Bass Coast.

If you can give, please
give where you live.

Sunny.

Watch for fake S50

SOCIAL media carried a
warning last weekend that fake
$50 and $100 notes were in
circulation with some report-
edly being passed to a number
of San Remo businesses.

The advice is that if you think
you have a fake note, take it to
your local police station.

Handle the note as little as
possible and place it in a plas-
tic bag.

Note down the date, time
and description of the person
you believe was involved and
obtain a copy of any CCTV you
may have of the suspect.

Talks underway to save
MotoGP

THE campaign to save the
Phillip Island MotoGE head-
ed up by Bass Coast Mayor
Rochelle Halstead and the lo-
cal face of the GP, Rosa Scar-
lato from Pino’s Trattoria, has
gained plenty of traction.

Thousands of people have
signed the petition, hundreds
have penned emails to the Pre-
mier Jacinta Allan and on Fri-
day last week, the Herald Sun
reported that the Australian
Grand Prix Corporation boss
Travis Auld had confirmed
that possible contract negotia-
tions were underway.

“We're in conversations with
Dorna, who run the MotoGP
globally about extending that
contract and we’ll continue to
pursue that,” Mr Auld told the
Herald Sun.

The 19th round of the 2026
World MotoGP Championship
will be held at Phillip Island
from October 23-25 this year.

The World Super Bikes sea-
son opener will be held at the
Phillip Island circuit from Feb-
ruary 20-22.

To sign the ‘Save Our Moto
GP’ petition go to: https://
engage.basscoast.vic.gov.au/
SaveOurMOTOGP

The problem with
Wonthaggi’s new trees
THERE’S something wrong
with the kerb and channel-
ling around the controversial
new Crepe Myrtle trees added
to the Wonthaggi CBD as part
of the ‘Greening of Graham
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Street’ project.

But exactly what's wrong has
not been revealed by the Bass
Coast Shire Council.

In answer to a query from
the Sentinel-Times, a shire
spokesperson responded as
follows:

“We are aware there are some
issues identified at Practical
Completion,” said the shire.

“Council is working with the
contractor to resolve.

“We will provide an update
once there is a firm plan.”

According to a report re-
ceived by this newspaper,
there’s a fatal flaw with the way
the kerbing has been added
around the trees which might
require some or all to be dug
out and work started again.

Elsewhere, the planter box-
es have been well received by
traders and the response to
the new trees is at least neu-
tral, between traders and
shoppers, despite the loss of
lucrative parking spaces.

CFA salutes bosses who
let volunteers serve

EMPLOYERS who let CFA
volunteers down tools to at-
tend emergencies have been
saluted for their vital role in
keeping communities safe.

While CFA members play
an incredibly important role
in the community, they would
not be able to attend fire calls
and incidents without the sup-
port of their employers, who
provide them time off during
working hours to attend emer-
gencies.

Combining a day job with
being a volunteer takes great
adaptability from both the vol-
unteer and their employer.

CFA volunteers come from a
diverse range of professions,
jobs and industries but share
the same ethos of helping oth-
ers, and the CFA thanks them
for the role they play.

Backup power for San
Remo SES

SAN Remo SES members
were happy to receive an Ener-
gy Resilience Grant from Aus-
Net Electricity Services, which
enabled members to buy and
install a diesel backup genera-
tor and changeover system.

POLICE BRIEFS
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In the event of a power out-
age, the new generator auto-
matically starts and the unit
continues to function as usual.
This system enables members
to charge equipment batteries,
radios and phones, prepare
hot meals, keep food chilled,
have hot water and run heat-
ing/cooling. This means San
Remo SES can respond to
calls for assistance for the
Bass Coast community during
storm events.

Phillip Island brigade
urges residents to
prepare for fire season

PHILLIP Island Fire Brigade
hosted a fire safety chat morn-
ing in Silverleaves on Sunday,
December 28, to talk all things
fire safety and preparing for
the fire season.

A great opportunity for bri-
gade members to talk with
visitors and locals about their
risks and their fire plans.

The brigade had the CFA
Mobile Education Unit at the
general store, and it was very
well received by all those who
stopped by.

The Mobile Education Unit
was in attendance with the
Phillip Island Brigade from
8am until noon, discussing
summer preparation, includ-
ing the VicEmergency app,
which is available for down-
load to stay updated on watch
zones and receive alerts dur-
ing emergencies.

The brigade informed resi-
dents that bushfires can affect
urban areas, especially if the
property backs onto bush-
land, so it's still essential to
be prepared in the summer
season.

It's also essential to clear
the property of long grass and
flammable material, clean the
gutters, have a bushfire readi-
ness plan, and check danger
ratings.

Firies train to protect
remote areas

A GROUP of CFA firefight-
ers are ready to fight fires in
remote areas across the state
following seven weeks of inten-
sive training to become ardu-
ous firefighters.

The pilot program is a first

Wind PM: SW 25-40km/h
(o)
14° 21

Wind PM: § 15-20km/h

12 20°

for CFA where 15 arduous
firefighters will have the ca-
pability to attack and sup-
press fires in difficult terrain
that aren’t accessible via a fire
truck or aircraft.

The crew is made up of vol-
unteer firefighters who re-
spond to different types of
scenarios, including lightning
strikes, bushfires and pre-
ventative works such as back-
burning operations.

They can be deployed to a re-
mote area for up to 24 hours,
can carry up to 20kg in their
packs and are trained to walk
within 45 minutes from a ve-
hicle.

They also carry a range of
mechanical tools such as
chainsaws, leaf blowers, hose
lay packs and small pumps, to
help them create fire breaks
or directly suppress fires by
pumping water directly from a
nearby creek or dam.

CFA Chief Officer Jason Hef-
fernan said around 60 per
cent of Victoria has privately
owned land and a large por-
tion of that is bushland.

CFA will evaluate the use
and effectiveness of the ardu-
ous crew at the end of this fire
season with the hope to extend
the program further in 2026.

Inverloch café suffers
smoke damage in early
morning fire

INVERLOCH firefighters re-
sponded to a café fire on Sun-
day morning after a passer-by
reported smoke at 4.40am.

Crews from Inverloch, Wont-
haggi and Pound Creek were on
scene within five minutes, with
about 20 firefighters attending,

Inverloch Fourth Lieutenant
David Chugg said the fire was
contained to the rear of the
property but caused significant
smoke damage throughout the
café.

“It was a great effort by the
brigade who forced entry to the
rear of the property and con-
tained it,” Mr Chugg said.

The cause was determined
to be an electrical fault with a
freezer thermostat that short-
circuited.

No one was injured and the
fire is not being treated as
suspicious.

Cranbourne East driver
fined at Wilsons Prom

A 28-year-old Cranbourne
East man was caught al-
legedly doing 105km/h in
an 80km/h zone at Wilsons
Promontory on New Year’s
Day with his young child in
the back seat.

Foster police said the driv-
er claimed he was running
out of fuel and needed to
make it to the petrol station
before it closed.

He received a $407 fine
and three demerit points.

Police urged drivers to slow
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down and enjoy the world-
famous national park.

Lyndhurst man caught
speeding at the Prom

A 39-year-old Lyndhurst
man was fined after alleg-
edly travelling at 121km/h in
a 100km/h zone at Wilsons
Promontory on New Year's
Day.

Foster police said the driver
had his family in the car and
told officers he had no sat
nav and needed to catch up to
someone.

He received a $407 fine and

three demerit points.

Cowes speeder watches
fireworks as car towed

A 24-year-old Clyde North
man watched New Year’s Eve
fireworks from the road-
side as his car was loaded
onto a tow truck after alleg-
edly travelling at 127km/h
through busy Cowes streets.

Bass Coast Highway Patrol
intercepted the red Mazda
sedan on Church Street
just before midnight after
allegedly detecting it speed-
ing on Chapel Street and

Thompson Avenue.

The streets were packed
with pedestrians enjoying
celebrations on the busiest
night of the year in Cowes.

The driver had two female
passengers and could offer
no reason for his manner of
driving.

His vehicle was impound-
ed for 30 days at a cost of
$1275.

He will be summonsed to
Korumburra Magistrates’
Court on charges of danger-
ous driving and exceeding
the speed limit.



Wind farm deal branded ‘bailout’ by critics

THE state government’s $650 million
acquisition of the Delburn Wind Farm has
been branded a taxpayer-funded “bailout”
by opponents who question why public
money is rescuing a project abandoned
by private investors.

The SEC announced it would acquire a
100 per cent stake in the 33-turbine proj-
ect from developer OSMI Australia and
investor Cubico, with construction to be-
gin in early 2026.

Located in the Strzelecki Ranges about
15km northeast of Mirboo North, the
wind farm will generate up to 205 mega-
watts when operational in 2028 - enough
to power more than 130,000 homes.

State Labor MP Jordan Crugnale said the
project would deliver publicly owned ener-
gy generation for the first time in 30 years.

“The Delburn Wind Farm will bring sig-
nificant local economic benefits, includ-
ing more than 300 local jobs and more
than $22 million in neighbour and com-
munity benefits,” Ms Crugnale said.

South Gippsland Shire Mayor Cr Na-
than Hersey welcomed the investment.

“This is welcome news for the Latrobe
Valley, South Gippsland and surrounding
regions that will support local business-
es, workers and the broader economy,”
Cr Hersey said.

“Council hopes the project will deliver
employment opportunities for the South
Gippsland community, stimulate the lo-
cal economy and provide lasting commu-
nity benefits through dedicated benefit
programs.

“It's expected the SEC’s investment of
up to $700 million will bring significant
local economic benefits, including more
than 300 local jobs.”

Cr Hersey said council had written to
the SEC chief executive to arrange discus-
sions about local procurement but had
not yet met due to the Christmas and New
Year period.

Latrobe City Mayor Cr Sharon Gibson
called it the biggest state government invest-
ment in the region since Loy Yang was built.

“We have powered the state for a hun-
dred years and we're ready to power it for

The Delburn Wind Farm will feature 33 turbines in the Strzelecki Ranges when

completed.

a hundred more,” Cr Gibson said.

However, the Strzelecki Community Al-
liance condemned the deal, describing it
as “a dead horse being resuscitated with
public money”.

The community group, representing
more than 1000 members across 483
households in affected areas including
Boolarra, Yinnar, Mirboo North and Thor-
pdale, said the decision was impossible
to reconcile with the government’s failure
to fund the $600 million West Gippsland
Hospital upgrade.

“The public have been told there’s no
money for hospitals, but somehow there’s
$700 million for a wind farm that investors
walked away from,” a spokesperson said.

Asked about ongoing opposition, Cr
Hersey said council recognised concerns but
its focus remained on economic benefits.

“The project has previously been ap-
proved,” Cr Hersey said.

“Council is not the approval authority
or the developer of the project.”

The alliance has campaigned against the
project since 2019, citing bushfire risk as
a major concern.

The entire project footprint lies within
a designated bushfire-prone area, with
around 1600 homes within five kilome-
tres of the proposed turbines.

A 2022 government planning panel ex-
plicitly acknowledged “the potential for a
major bushfire to occur in the plantation
during the life of the project”.

Shadow Minister for Energy David Davis
said the acquisition demanded scrutiny.

“If the project is viable, why was it not
taken up by the private sector? Why is
it now considered a good investment for
Victorian taxpayers?” Mr Davis said.

Mr Davis noted the Opposition had
moved a documents motion in the Leg-
islative Council requiring production of
SEC board minutes and investment com-
mittee records, with documents due by
December 11 yet to be provided.

SEC chief executive Chris Miller defend-
ed the investment, saying the region’s ex-
isting transmission network and skilled
workforce made it an ideal location.

The SEC has opened a hub in Morwell
for community engagement, open Monday,
Tuesday and Friday from 10am to 3pm.

A huge crowd attended the New
Year’s Eve fireworks display on
the foreshore at Cowes with a half-
hour traffic jam the only issue for
organisers

Just cruisin’into 2026
on Phillip Island

HE 2025-26 cruise ship season con-
tinued on Phillip Island over the holiday
break with the boutique luxury ship, the
Seven Seas Explorer arriving in Western
Port Bay at 7am on Thursday, January
1, 2026.

But there wasn’t even time for any of
the 746 passengers (capacity) to attend
the world-famous Phillip Island Penguin
Parade which is usually the aim of drop-
ping anchor locally.

The ship, which set up off Rhyll, pro-
viding a spectacular backdrop for a busy
Cowes front beach, sailed out again at
7pm on Thursday night.

Cemetery shame

From page 1

The Melbourne-based trust, which also
operates Springvale Botanical Cemetery,
received more than $4 million from coun-
cil to go towards a maintenance fund as
part of the handover.

At the time council said it was “not an ex-
pert in managing cemeteries” and could only
provide a “minimum service offering”.

The transfer sparked community op-
position with local cemetery historian
the late Noelene Lyons telling the Sen-
tinel-Times in 2023: “All you need is a
couple of local people with careful atten-
tion to detail, an interest in the preserva-
tion of history and respect for the com-
munity to oversee the work and a local
committee.

“You don’'t need Melbourne management
for a cemetery the size of Wonthaggi with
fewer than 50 burials a year.”

Personalised

legal services

'ﬂ BASS COAST

Phone (03) 5674 2644
23 A'Beckett Street, Inverloch
www.basscoastlegal.com.au
Servicing all areas.

HM11389

-
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Weeds grow - through

older graves at
Wonthaggi Cemetery rk0O6_0126

In April last year community members
voiced concerns after SMCT installed
signage prohibiting numerous items at
gravesites including artificial flowers and
solar stakes.

An SMCT spokesperson said recent
weather had contributed to rapid grass
growth across all its cemeteries and me-
morial parks.

“Our maintenance teams are diligently

&= mary.aldred.mp@aph.gov.au

Authorised by M Aldred,
46C Albert St, Warragul VIC 3820

R e e

B e

Long grass in the lawn section at
Wonthaggi Cemetery rk05 0126

working across all sites to respond to
this seasonal challenge,” the spokesper-
son said.

“When maintenance challenges are
brought to our attention, we act to ad-
dress them quickly.

“Maintenance works including mowing
and repairing the toilet facilities is under-
way with removing safety hazards being
our highest priority.”

BATH MP

THE NATIONALS MEMBER FOR
EASTERN VICTORIA REGION

2/181 Franklin St, Traralgon VIC 3844
+ melina.bath@parliament.vic.gov.au
5174 7066

f :MelinaBathMLC

The Seven Seas Explorer is stunning
inside and out, with art by Pablo Picas-
so on the walls and a vivid cobalt-blue
glass installation on the ceiling of the el-
egant restaurant Compass Rose.

It has capacity for 746 guests and a
crew of 548 with 373 suites, 10 decks
and dimensions of 224 metres length,
31m width and a tonnage of 55,254.

As an example of the entry cost for
passengers you can book on the North-
ern Pacific Journey, from Tokyo to Van-
couver departing on May 3, 2026, for 17
nights at an outlay of $19,457 each.

In a reduced sailing season this year,
there won't be another cruise ship in
Western Port until Saturday, April 4
when the 2640-passenger Carnival Ad-
venture ship arrives for a nine-hour
stay.

The other highlight of a busy Christ-
mas-New Year holiday period on Phillip
Island was the New Year’s Eve fireworks
display as crowds continued to stream

in last weekend and beyond.

Loch)z

market

at the Loch Railway siding

&

This Sunday,

January 11
8am-1pm

Over 100 stalls.
Something for everyone.

Contact Noel

) 0447 398 822

AF0093

n Lions Club of Strzelecki
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Cr Rochelle
Halstead

SUMMER in Bass Coast is a special time.

Our beaches and towns come alive with
families, locals and visitors enjoying ev-
erything our region has to offer.

I want to start by reminding everyone that
beach safety is essential at this time of year.

Please swim between the flags, check
conditions before heading out - download
the BeachSafe app, supervise children
closely and look out for one another.

A safe summer is a happy summer.

Summer is also a time to stay alert to
risks such as heatwaves, storms and
bushfires.

Council works closely with emergency
services and partner agencies such as Vic-
toria Police to help keep our community
safe and informed.

We recently launched a new emergency
management dashboard on Council’'s web-
site, making it easier to access up-to-date
local information, warnings and road clo-
sures during an emergency.

Bookmark it on your phone, and follow our
Facebook page for information and updates.

We are also right in the heart of a vibrant
events season, with something on offer for
all ages and interests.

These events not only bring people to-
gether but support local businesses, com-
munity groups and volunteers who help
make Bass Coast such a welcoming place.

This month and into February, we look
forward to the Bass Coast Summer Agri-
cultural Show in Wonthaggi and the Ocean
Sounds Music Festival at Churchill Island.

Sporting events are also a big feature of
our summer calendar, including the Blitz
Golf on Phillip Island, the Cape Paterson
Aquathon, the Little Penguin Dash and the
Cowes Classic.

Runners will lace up for the Kilcunda
Running Festival, while the San Remo
Channel Challenge returns as a much-
loved community favourite.

International visitors will once again join
us for the Superbike World Championship
and the Phillip Island Pro Qualifying Series,
showcasing our region on the world stage.

Council is proud to sponsor and support
many of these events because they reflect
the spirit of Bass Coast: active, inclusive
and community-focused.

To our visitors, welcome.

We are so pleased to have you here, and
we hope you enjoy not only our events but
also our beaches, walking trails, cafes and
local businesses.

Please take your time, respect our natu-
ral environment and help keep Bass Coast
beautiful.

I wish everyone a safe and enjoyable sum-
mer, and I look forward to seeing many of
you out and about at events across Bass
Coast in the weeks ahead.

Christine Henderson and Kylie Martin

BASS Coast Health has been recog-
nised for improving patient flow through
the Emergency Department and inpa-
tient wards at Wonthaggi Hospital.

BCH received the Award for Achieving
Sustained and Significant Improvement
as part of the Timely Emergency Care 2
(TEC2) - Optimising Flow Pathway project.

The award acknowledged BCH's achieve-
ment in delivering a sustained 12 per
cent reduction in Emergency Department
admitted length of stay, a key measure of
timely and effective emergency care.

This means patients identified as need-
ing admission are now being accepted
and transferred to an inpatient bed faster
than before.

The TEC2 project is a state-wide initia-
tive to improve patient flow across health
services, from arrival in the ED through
to admission, treatment and discharge.

By reducing delays and improving co-
ordination, the project aims to enhance
patient experience, support staff and en-
sure patients receive the right care at the
right time.

BCH’s success reflects organisation-
wide work, including action-focused hud-
dles to drive progression of care, a focus

on earlier discharges before midday, im-
provements to cross-organisational com-
munication and enhancements to flow
processes and visual management tools.

These key metrics and processes are
reviewed daily in freshly streamlined
Daily Operating System meetings.

The Department of Health acknowl-
edged the team’'s persistence, problem-
solving approach and consistent effort
and collaboration.

The achievement also recognises the
leadership and dedication of Kate Lind-
say, Lisa Oakley and Fiona Mills.

“If we can get a patient home from the
ward just 15 minutes earlier, it means we
can get a patient up from the Emergency
Department sooner,” Ms Lindsay said.

“This creates a free cubicle in the ED
for ambulances to offload their patients
more quickly and get back out into the
community where they are needed.

“We know from the data that patients
who stay in Emergency Departments
longer than necessary experience poorer
health outcomes.

“It is everyone’s responsibility to en-
sure our processes support patients re-
ceiving the right care, in the right place,

Celebrating the TEC2 award were, from left, Katie Chandler, Dr Megan Scott, Kate Lindsay, Cat Bunn, Lisa Oakley,

Wonthaggi Hospital slashes emergency wait times

at the right time.

“Our staff have worked really hard to
deliver this.”

Improvement advisor Ms Oakley said
the team acknowledged and celebrated
the contributions of both clinical teams
and support services who work tirelessly
every day to ensure seamless patient flow
at every stage of the patient journey.

Executive director for clinical services
Ms Henderson highlighted the staff’s col-
lective effort.

“From Emergency and inpatient wards
to our support services, staff have worked
together to redesign processes that im-
prove the patient journey,” she said.

“The TEC2 project has strengthened
how we work as an organisation.

“It has improved not only our perfor-
mance measures, but also our culture of
collaboration and shared accountability
for patient flow and safety.”

The TEC2 project will continue until
the end of March 2026, with activities to
embed sustainable processes into every-
day practice.

The project team is hopeful Wonthaggi
Hospital may be considered for partici-
pation in TECS.

FOUR Bass Coast play spaces are set
for renewal and the community is in-
vited to have its say on the designs.

The sites include Rodney Court Re-
serve and Strongs Reserve in Wont-
haggi, Park Parade Reserve in Cape
Paterson and Jaycee Picnic Reserve in
Ventnor.

s
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21 Murray St, Wonthaggi
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Each upgrade will include a mix of ex-
isting and new play equipment, giving
every space a fresh new look while re-
taining well-loved equipment that's still
in great working condition.

Bass Coast Shire Council will also
host pop-up sessions at each reserve
on Monday, January 13 to hear directly

Have your say on four new play spaces in Bass Coast

from families and regular users of the
play spaces.

Pop-up sessions: Rodney Court Re-
serve, Wonthaggi, 10am-11am; Park Pa-
rade Reserve, Cape Paterson, 11.30am-
12.30pm; Strongs Reserve, Wonthaggi,
1pm-2pm; Jaycee Picnic Reserve, Vent-
nor, 3pm-4pm.

Danny O’BRIEN -

State Member for Gippsland South

SHOP LOCAL
AND SUPPORT
LOCAL JOBS

WOW fo/b Ww‘ S‘owfﬂ
™ (03) 5144 1987
© danny.obrien@parliament.vic.gov.au

@ 54B Gunninghame St, Sale VIC 3850
@ dannyobrienmp.com.au @ ® @ dannyobrienmp @
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Be fire conscious and

consider lendin

By Andrew Paloczi

LOCAL firefighters were
on hand on Sunday at Jupi-
ter Park in Venus Bay to an-
swer questions about how
to best prepare for fire and
to encourage new members
in what is the Year of the
Volunteer.

Sunday’s event proved
successful, with at least 50
people attending and an in-
formative Q&A session with
Tarwin Lower Fire Brigade
Captain Mick Moore followed
by audience questions.

As well as discussion of
topics such as fuel loads,
fire danger ratings and
fire plans, interest was ex-
pressed in joining the bri-

gade.
Recent Tarwin Lower Fire
Brigade recruit Lincoln

Downes attended such a
session last summer, hav-
ing just moved to the area a
few weeks before.

“The fear of God” encour-
aged him to join after learn-
ing the high fire danger the
area represents.

“It's a good way to get in-
volved with your commu-
nity and make friends,” Mr
Downes said, adding that
brigade members are a
great group of people.

Having completed his gen-
eral firefighter training and
learning about hazardous
trees and burnover proce-
dures, he looks forward
to acquiring further skills
such as the use of breathing
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g a hand

Tarwin Lower Fire Brigade Lieutenant Michael Plant,
Captain Mick Moore, and firefighter Steve Walker with
Zachary Mclntyre at Friday's Marketta Festival in Venus
Bay. A28 0126

apparatus and a licence to
drive fire trucks.

Mr Downes stressed there
is no pressure on recruits.

“Nobody expects you to
do anything you're not com-
fortable with,” he said, a
sentiment backed by Cap-
tain Moore.

Along with other mem-
bers of the brigade and its
fire trucks, he was at Fri-
day’s Marketta Festival in
Venus Bay, where Captain
Moore and the crew chat-
ted to attendees about the
importance of installing the
Vic Emergency app on their
phones and having a fire
plan.

After 18 years in the bri-
gade, the last 12 or 13 as
captain, he continues to en-
joy serving the community.

While delighted the bri-
gade has added some young

—
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To all those Unsinkable Guys out there —

o
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members in recent times,
more firefighters are need-
ed.

As well as helping your
community, it's a great op-
portunity to boost your
skills and your resume.

Those interested in join-
ing or wanting to learn
more are encouraged to at-
tend Tarwin Lower Fire Sta-
tion at 10am on a Sunday
or call Captain Moore on
0437 525 935.

Members will be happy to
chat about operational and
non-operational roles the
brigade has available.

People are encouraged to
visit cfa.vic.gov.au and go to
the Volunteers and Careers
section, where you can fill
out an expression of inter-
est form that will prompt
your local fire brigade to
contact you.

m
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You might think it’s safe to have a few drinks around
water, skip the life jacket when you’re out on the boat
or go for a swim without checking the conditions.

But statistics prove that 4 out of 5 drownings are men.

Just remember that no one’s unsinkable.

Q UNSINKABLE GUY

RETHINK
TAKING RISKS
AROUND
WATER

Cats grounded under new council rules

AT the December Council Meeting,
South Gippsland Shire Council formally
adopted the Domestic Animal Manage-
ment Plan 2026-2029. The plan aims to
protect the environment and enhance the
health and safety of the community while
promoting responsible pet ownership.

The Domestic Animal Management
Plan sets key actions to support a stra-
tegic approach that seeks to balance the
needs of both pet owners and non-pet
owners in the community. The plan fea-
tures a strong emphasis on communi-
cation and education and builds on the
actions of Council’s previous Domestic
Animal Management Plan.

Cr Sarah Gilligan moved a motion
to change the planned cat curfew, stat-
ing that she would like to suggest that
Council amend the introduction of a
sunset-to-sunrise curfew to a 24/7 cat
containment.

“I hear a lot about cats, and I'm sure
we all see cats roaming around,” she said.

“They are apex predators, they do so
much damage, and I believe that it's ev-
ery cat owner’s responsibility to make
sure their cats are contained to their
property 24 hours a day. The time of
having cats wandering around is over.”

No councillors opposed the change.

South Gippsland Shire Mayor Nathan
Hersey said the Domestic Animal Man-
agement Plan 2026-2029 reflects Coun-
cil's ongoing commitment to helping to
promote harmony around pets whilst
also adapting Council’s animal manage-
ment practices in line with an increasing
pet population.

Cr Clare Williams spoke to the Do-
mestic Animal Management Plan on
dogs, stating education around your
pets is vital.

“You need to know your surround-
ings. This plan will say that all animals
will be on leashes at all times; however,
there will still be dedicated areas where
you can have your dog off leash, but we
are not obligated to have designated dog
parks, which is an asset liability for the

council,” Cr Williams said.

Cr Williams also stated that the Do-
mestic Animal Management Plan in-
cludes a reduced rate for dogs under 12
months that aren’t yet desexed.

“I've been advocating for this one since
2021, so I'm impressed to see it in-
cluded. It just means rates will increase
once your animal is desexed,” she said.

The plan sets out priorities across
seven mandatory areas as determined
by Agriculture Victoria, focusing on
the welfare and management of cats
and dogs. These areas include officer
training, responsible pet ownership,
nuisance issues, identification and reg-
istration, dog attacks, dangerous, men-
acing and restricted breeds, and do-
mestic animal businesses.

Key actions outlined in the plan include
introducing a dog on leash order across
South Gippsland Shire while identify-
ing suitable areas to be designated as off
leash, introducing a 24/7 containment
order across the Shire requiring cats
to remain on the owner’s property, and
implementing educational campaigns
to promote responsible pet ownership
including the benefits of microchipping
and registration. The plan includes fee
incentives such as free initial registra-
tion for animals adopted from recog-
nised rescue or rehoming organisations.

The final plan was presented to Coun-
cil for consideration following extensive
community consultation. Community in-
put confirmed that the community’s pri-
orities remain in support for dog leash
and cat containment orders, responsible
pet ownership and nuisance issues.

At the council meeting it was agreed
to extend the cat curfew from the pro-
posed 12 hours to 24 hours.

The preparation of the Domestic Ani-
mal Management Plan is a requirement
for all Victorian local governments un-
der the Domestic Animals Act 1994.
The adopted plan will now be published
on the Council’s website and submitted
to the Victorian State Government.

ORIA

State
Government
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Roaring 2026 kicks off at Welshpool Hotel

THOSE who celebrated the new
year at the Welshpool Hotel by ven-
turing back in time to the Roaring
Twenties had a ball, dressing the
part for 1926 and being enter-
tained by a DJ and a burlesque
performer, but greater support for
such local events is needed.

While understanding people are
facing cost-of-living challenges, the
pub’s owner Skye Dubignon said
she has responded to community
desire for events locally and needs
to be able to justify the costs to
continue doing so.

“The people that did come had
an awesome night and loved it,
and it was really worth it for that,”
she said, but stressed a lot of work
went into organising the evening
and it would have been great to
have more people there to enjoy it.

Attendees threw themselves into
the occasion, women embracing
the ‘flapper’ look characterised
by short dresses, bobbed hair,
and an attitude of embracing free-
dom from traditional societal con-
straints.

Feathers, pearls, and diamantes
made a spectacular display as did
the gentlemen in their suits, in-
cluding pin stripes, and top hats.

“They did really well,” Ms Du-
bignon said of the way people em-
braced the era of a century ago.

Melbourne-based burlesque per-
former Nellie Noble, fresh from
a tour of Europe, delivered three
themed acts, one centred on feath-
ers, another with a striptease in-
spiration, with the other focused
on a fun vibe that got everyone in-
volved.

Nellie moved among the audi-
ence, getting up close to its mem-
bers, a striking and risque display
to the B-52s tune ‘The Love Shack’
being one of the highlights, the per-
former ensuring attention didn't

By Andrew Paloczi

stray from her.

In between her sets, Nellie min-
gled with customers, with lots of
photos taken.

DJ Robbie played beats from
1926 to the current day.

Games of poker were played for
fun, with some people tackling the
game for the first time and friendly
guidance provided.

Dancing and karaoke were popular.

“I had everyone coming up to me
at the end of the night saying how
much fun they had and that it was
absolutely amazing,” Ms Dubignon
said, noting they expressed dis-
appointment more people didn’t
come.

It's too early to decide what en-
tertainment might take place at
Welshpool Hotel next New Year’s
Eve, but Ms Dubignon is keen to
get Nellie back, the performer hav-
ing enjoyed the experience and
happy to return.

“You normally have to travel to
Melbourne and pay premium dol-
lars to go to these events,” Ms Du-
bignon said, with the pub charging
just 885 for a two-course meal,
cocktail and entertainment, or $40
for a cocktail and entertainment.

She is happy to continue running
events but says support for them
needs to increase, with the low
numbers for the most recent occa-
sion being an ongoing occurrence.

“It does make it hard to want to
continue outlaying money to put
on these big events,” Ms Dubignon
said, explaining that she goes all
out to make them special.

While acknowledging it's great to
get amazing artists performing in
Welshpool, she feels bad for them
if they don’'t have a big audience,
noting some of the pub’s gigs are
free to attend.

The UpBeats, Kathy Westaway, David Panther and Andrew Brick perform, with drummer

Bob Hickman obscured. A12 0126

The UpBeats bring in
New Year in Koonwarra

POPULAR local band The UpBeats lived up
to its name, as the audience at a full Koonwar-
ra Hall was in the mood to welcome the New
Year in style.

They were entertained by a wide-ranging se-
lection of rock hits and music-themed trivia,
learning that Freddie Mercury attributes his
impressive vocal range to the extra four teeth
he was born with.

A Happy New Year sign and balloons around
the hall set the mood.

People enjoyed the lack of formality and the
social vibe, savouring nibbles, drinks and good
company as they brought in 2026.

“We had them all up dancing in the end,
couldn’t get ‘em out,” drummer Bob Hickman
said of the event's popularity, delighted most
people stuck around to enjoy the show and
welcome the New Year.

The UpBeats played until just before mid-
night, then having a countdown to 2026.

Mr Hickman said the work that went into get-
ting everything ready for the gig and packing
up after the performance was well worth it, be-
ing good fun.

Retirement
Village

OPEN DAY

Korumburra

Saturday 17 Jan 2026

10am and 11am

[“|Information Session

Property Tour

Call, email or visit to register

&) 03 5655 2125

www.carinyalodge.com.au

=) info@carinyalodge.com.au

8 | TUESDAY, JANUARY 6,2026 | SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES

uni course

Explore the support

Helping your
kids change

preferences?
Put them first.

By Andrew Paloczi

Living in Koonwarra, he was delighted to be
part of an entertaining performance for the
locals and showcase the value of Koonwarra
Hall, which made a good case for hosting more
events.

“We’'ve done this the last two years at Koon-
warra and people look forward to it,” Mr Hick-
man remarked.

The band started out with numbers from
the sixties inspired by the Beatles, the Rolling
Stones and The Who, moving on to the eighties
with the likes of The Jam, The Cure, and the
B-52s.

The UpBeats’ new bass player Andrew Brick,
being younger than the rest of the group, was
successful in his request for some nineties mu-
sic, that featuring Oasis, The Church and other
bands.

The emphasis was on delivering an uplifting
performance in keeping with a celebration.

“We didn't have too many slower or moody
songs, so we went for the ones that were a bit
more upbeat,” Mr Hickman said.

BF. M Federation
B g University

Federation offers both you
and your kids through the
Change of Preference period

We’re with you.



Embedded social workers help slash repeat violence

By Rick Koenig

A GROUNDBREAKING pro-
gram that places Salvation Army
social workers inside police sta-
tions is smashing barriers in the
battle against family violence.

The Alexis Family Violence Re-
sponse Model was introduced to
Wonthaggi after data revealed re-
gional family violence rates were
almost double those in metro-
politan Melbourne.

Two specialist practitioners
operate from inside the police
station and respond alongside
officers in the immediate after-
math of family violence inci-
dents.

Alexis Practice Leader Lani
Kahn said the program targeted
people who did not engage with
mainstream support, including
those with mental health issues,
drug and alcohol problems and
housing instability.

She said the program’s ability
to reach people at their moment
of crisis was key.

“Because of the partnership
with police it means we can go
out in the immediate aftermath
of an incident and go out along-
side members to support the cli-
ent,” Ms Kahn said.

“If there’s a victim survivor in
hospital due to injuries we can
go with the police to support
them with risk mitigation, safe-
ty planning and understanding
what police are doing for them
regarding intervention orders.

“Police have that legal protec-
tion focus, but having us there
brings that welfare lens to every
interaction.”

The embedded model allowed
practitioners to engage imme-
diately with both victim survi-
vors and perpetrators, reaching

. Mgy Sy LB

The Salvation Army’s Alexis program embeds social workers inside police stations to respond

to family violence.

83 per cent of perpetrators
compared to about 10 per cent
through mainstream services.

“For those who use violence,
we can provide that opportunis-
tic contact,” Ms Kahn said.

“If police have arrested some-
one for interview, our practitio-
ner can go into the cells directly
after and inform them of sup-
port available.

“We need to view them through
a humanistic lens because if we
address those issues we reduce
the risk of violence to victim sur-
vivors.”

Independent evaluations by
RMIT University found the pro-
gram reduced repeat police

callouts from an average of 5.5
per family to just 0.8 in the 12
months after involvement.

Bass Coast’s rate of 2102.6 in-
cidents per 100,000 people sat
40 per cent above the state aver-
age.

“We know there are added bar-
riers to accessing support in re-
gional areas due to geography,
transport, privacy issues and
longer wait times,” Ms Kahn
said.

“We have the capacity to en-
sure postcode doesn’t determine
safety.”

The program also worked with
victim survivors who chose to
remain in relationships.

SWIMMING IS FUN.
BUT DROWNING ISN'T.
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“A lot of traditional main-
stream support focuses on leav-
ing,” Ms Kahn said.

“We help them in whatever cir-
cumstance they are in, recognis-
ing they might not leave, or we
plant the seed for when they
have the ability to make that de-
cision.”

The state government an-
nounced $1.5 million in fund-
ing for the program in October,
enabling expansion to two addi-
tional police stations.

If you or someone you know
is experiencing family violence,
call 1800 RESPECT (1800 737
732) or in an emergency call
000.

Mozzie virus
alert for
Gippsland

HOLIDAYMAKERS and resi-
dents in Gippsland are being
urged to protect themselves
from mosquito bites following
recent detections of Ross River
virus in mosquito surveillance
traps.

The Victorian  Arbovirus
Disease Control Program has
identified Ross River virus in
multiple mosquito traps in Wel-
lington and East Gippsland
shires in recent weeks. Coun-
cils have implemented mosqui-
to control operations on their
land, but with warmer weather
increasing mosquito breeding,
mosquito levels can be difficult
to manage.

With an expected increase
in visitors to regional Victoria
over the coming weeks, Victo-
rians are reminded that simple
precautions can significantly
reduce the risk of infection.

Ross River virus is spread
through the bite of infected
mosquitoes. While many peo-
ple do not develop symptoms,
some may experience fever,
joint pain and swelling, muscle
aches, fatigue or rash. Symp-
toms can last for weeks or
months in some cases.

There is no vaccine or specific
treatment for Ross River virus.
Preventing mosquito bites is
the most effective way to reduce
the risk of infection.

More information about Ross
River virus and how to protect
yourself from mosquito-borne
disease is available on the Bet-
ter Health Channel at better-
health.vic.gov.au

PACK YOUR
SUMMER

SMARTS

BE AWARE OF STRONG CURRENTS AND ROUGH CONDITIONS
KNOW THE CONDITIONS AND KNOW YOUR LIMITS
NEVER SWIM ALONE OR IF YOU'RE UNSURE

FIND OUT HOW TO STAY SAFE
BY THE WATER THIS SUMMER

Putting
Safety
First

ORIA

State
Government

RParks
VICTORIA
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Great club participation at the inter-
club Nippers carnival.

More than 350
nippers descend
on Cape Paterson

ON Sunday, January 4, Cape Paterson
SLSC hosted the Inter-Club Nippers Car-
nival.

This year, the club was joined by In-
verloch SLSC and Venus Bay SLSC, who
were each represented by their clubs’ nip-
per contingents.

Paul MacNeill, President of Cape Pater-
son SLSC, said, with more than 350 nip-
pers descending onto Cape Paterson First
Surf to celebrate the season for nippers,
the day brought an amazing display of ath-
leticism and a proud display of the club’s
coloured caps.

Nippers of all ages showed their skills
and demonstrated the athleticism of surf
sports at Cape Paterson First Surf, with
the competition kicking off at 9am.

“Hosting the Tri-Club Nippers Carni-
val is such an honour, especially seeing
the beach full of families, friends and of
course hundreds of nippers,” said Mr
MacNeill.

James Langlands, Nipper Coordinator
for Cape Paterson SLSC, said this year
was the first year that the club was joined
by Venus Bay, who had a strong represen-
tation, with more than 70 nippers travel-
ling to participate.

Mark ‘Doogs’ Legg, whose father Les was
one of the CPSLSC club’s founding mem-
bers, watched all the action from the SES
Rescue Boat, stationed behind the action.

Mr Legg said seeing the huge crowds on
the beach reminded him of some of the
club’s historic past, where thousands of
people would crowd the dunes to watch
more than 1000 competitors compete in
the surf carnivals of the late 1960s.

“It's great to see the colour of the carni-
vals returning to our beautiful beaches.”

“It's been a busy few weeks at the beach
over the summer, but thankfully, no inci-
dents to report,” said Mr MacNeill.

“We even had the local police visit while
we were having our nippers’ program over
summer.

It was great to see our local officers on
the beach.

“With even more events planned for the
upcoming weekends, now is the perfect
time to get to the beach to see Surf Life
Saving in action.

But most importantly, always swim on a
patrolled beach and between the red-and-
yellow flags.”

The Mirboo North Secondary College Year 12 group is ready to embrace new challenges and opportunities

Strong Mirboo North College Year 12 results

MIRBOO North Second-
ary College congratulates the
Graduating Class of 2025,
with its VCE students achiev-
ing a 100 per cent pass rate.

A third of the cohort
achieved an ATAR of above
70, placing them in the top 30
per cent of the state.

Two students registered an

By Andrew Paloczi

ATAR greater than 90.

“We are super proud of these
students, who have worked
hard throughout their whole s
econdary journey,” the college
said of all its Year 12s.

The school highlighted that
achievements extend beyond

the strong academic results.

“We are very proud of the
students who have already
gained employment, who are
excelling in their apprentice-
ships, and who tried their ab-
solute best sitting the exams
despite various challenges
and persevered right to the
end,” it stated.

The school stressed a
score does not define you,
and the door is always open
if you need career advice or
just a chat.

“We wish all our graduat-
ing Year 12 students the
very best as they embark
on their new adventures,”
MNSC said.

Koala-geddon: Wildlife group challenges government
narrative on French Island koala population crisis

WILDLIFE activists are chal-
lenging the State Government's
claims that French Island’s ko-
alas are “eating themselves to
death”, saying the real culprits
are pests including rabbits,
deer and decades of anti-koala
sentiment and government
mismanagement.

The official narrative from
the Department of Energy, En-
vironment and Climate Action
is that koalas have overgrazed
their habitat and stripped
trees bare, justifying “health
assessments” that result in
sick animals being euthanised.

But Koala Alliance commit-
tee member Michelle Thomas,
who visited French Island sev-
eral times since September,
says koalas are being scape-
goated for damage caused by
other factors.

Ms Thomas said locals told
her no tree planting programs
had taken place in the last 10
years.

“When I asked why, they said
koalas eat the seedlings,” she
said.

“Then I saw the amount of
bunnies on the island. We're
not talking about a few bun-
nies, we're talking about thou-
sands running all over that

By Rick Koenig

island.

“In a hundred-metre stretch
you've probably had 50 to 60
bunnies run across the road.
They're the ones eating the
seedlings, not koalas.”

A Parks Victoria letter to res-
idents dated February 2025
confirms deer are also a major
problem on the island, with a
control program implemented
because deer “can cause seri-
ous damage to native plants,
animals and habitat by tram-
pling and destroying plants,
increasing grazing pressure,
ringbarking young trees”.

Ms Thomas, who operates
her own wildlife shelter and
has taught dozens of vets how
to assess koala health, said
mistletoe and other parasitic
plants are also strangling trees
but koalas cop the blame.

“Everywhere where the trees
were really being hammered,
the mistletoe was doing the
worst of it,” she said.

The anti-koala sentiment
on the island is laid bare in
the French Island Landcare

Group’'s September 2025
newsletter, titled “Koalaged-
don”.

“The time has come for
drastic action. Perverse as it
sounds, we need to cull koa-
la numbers,” the newsletter
states.

Ms Thomas said some resi-
dents were banding trees to
prevent koalas accessing food,
and she encountered open
hostility including residents
boasting about killing koalas
inhumanely.

She also questioned the
population estimates used to
justify culling, saying one lo-
cal source initially claimed
15,000 koalas before drop-
ping to around 3000 when
challenged.

Ms Thomas said when she
and colleagues drove through
the national park looking for
the supposed overpopulation,
they found almost nothing.

She said they found it sus-
picious that koalas were only
visible on the guided tourist
routes, sitting in bare trees,
while the forest was “thick
full of feed” with no koalas or
droppings to be found.

“We didn't see one single ko-
ala in the national park,” she
said.

The Koala Alliance wants
DEECA to release data on how

many female koalas have actu-
ally received contraceptive im-
plants over the past 15 years.

Ms Thomas said she had
been told by island residents
and former volunteers that
contraceptive programs had
been running twice a year for
the past decade, raising ques-
tions about how the popula-
tion could still be out of con-
trol.

“One resident told me they
do 160 females every six
months,” she said.

She also questioned why re-
vegetation programs like the
S1 million BushBank Budj
Bim Koala Habitat Restoration
Project aren’t being replicated
on French Island.

Parks Victoria and DEECA
stated in December that relo-
cation was “not being consid-
ered due to the severe risks
to the health and wellbeing of
koalas”.

Animal Justice Party MP
Georgie Purcell has described
the situation as “a habitat res-
toration crisis” and “a prob-
lem created by government
decisions”.

DEECA has been contacted
for comment.

YOUR GIFT

Receive your deluxe 7-piece
gift with any Estée Lauder
purchase of $99 or more*
Available from Thursday, January 1

to Thursday, January 15,
or while stocks last.
*One gift per customer while stocks last. Minimum $99

spend must be in one transaction. Not available with any
other offer. AGift valued by Estée Lauder.

ESTEE LAUDER

MEO0786

F&‘{mnw 15

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10

8AM - 12.30PM
COAL CREEK CAR PARK

Produce grown and made from the
South Gippsland region.

Contact David 0411 413716 [[]

JA23320-V7
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Skyla, Hayley, Sophie, Eleanor and Milla of Wonthaggl get into the spirit of the Show on the Ali Baba ride last year.

Wonthaggi Show promises big day out

THE Bass Coast Wonthag-
gi Show will be full of enter-
tainment for all ages, with
competition exhibitions,
cooking and needlecraft,
games, fairy floss and show
bags ready for a big day.

Organiser Rosemary
Loughnan said it's an af-
fordable community show
for the whole family.

“Our stilt walkers, face
painter and the circus
workshop will all be in full
swing by no later than 11
o’clock,” she said.

“We've got a young lady
who’s a busker, Sage Marie,
performing live.”

Emergency service vol-
unteers will have a vehicle
display with SES, CFA and
Ambulance Victoria on site.

“Gates open at 9am, and
we usually get a crowd by
9.30am. The horses start
at 8am, but the fly dogs will

-"":.lll--\-'i-l'!

kick off at 9am,” Ms Lough-
nan said.

“This year will be a huge
show. Carnival ride height
limits and prices are at the
discretion of the organisers,
and the show will be in full
swing by 10am.

“We had a hot day last
year, so we've brought for-
ward the horse events in
particular.”

The Alex Scott and Staff
Equestrian Show will be
held in the Alex Scott Are-
na, with ponies and Clydes-
dales on exhibit.

Volunteers from local
clubs will be in attendance,
with Rotary and the RSL on
site to assist.

The Bass Coast Wont-
haggi Show is on Saturday,
January 10, at the Wont-
haggi Recreation Reserve —
the annual event not to be
missed.

Saturday January 10th 2026 ~ 9am onwards

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve Korumburra Road Wonthaggi
Admission: Children 12 years and under free, 13 years and over $5.00

-'--i" L

e & 4x4

WONTH

THE Bass Coast’s
popular ute and 4x4
display will return in
2026 at the Wonthaggi
Recreation Reserve on
Saturday, January 10,
with all funds raised
being donated to men-
tal health.

Launched in 2017
by organiser Jarrod
Witherow, the show
will display as part
of the Bass Coast
(- Wonthaggi Show. The
event has grown from
a handful of utes to
attracting 70-100 en-
trants with utes and
4x4s from across Vic-
toria and New South
Wales.

“I have a great team
of around 15 volun-
teers who manage
categories, entries
and on-the-day opera-
tions,” Mr Witherow
said. “We accept all
entrants on the day.”

All entrants and
their immediate pas-
sengers receive free
general admission to
the Bass Coast Won-
thaggi Show and a
complementary bacon
and egg breakfast do-
nated by a local sup-
porter.

Any make, any
model, any condition
can enter. The show
features around 15
main categories plus
several novelty classes
to welcome every ve-
hicle and owner. The

Utes, 4x4s and mental health
on show at Wonthaggi

categories cover clas-
sic utes, tradie ve-
hicles, weekend
campers, competition
builds and a young
driver’s class reserved
for P-plate drivers.

“The novelty awards
include ‘best dog in
ute’ and an over-55
class lovingly dubbed
for the old farts,”
Mr Witherow said.
“In 2023, the event
opened up to four-
wheel-drive vehicles,
broadening the field
and supporting plans
to evolve into a larger
expo featuring mul-
tiple 4x4 brands.”

Vehicles can be ad-
mitted from 7am, with
public access open at
9am. Presentations
are scheduled around
3pm, although organ-
isers allow flexibility
depending on num-
bers and weather.

“Entries are taken
on the day to avoid
pre-payment issues;
a small on-the-day
fee applies and mer-
chandise is available
for purchase,” Mr
Witherow said. “Note
that all funds raised
are being donated to
Looking Good, Feel-
ing Good for mental
health, with thanks to
our major sponsor SG
Off Road in Leongatha
and Wonthaggi and lo-
cal support from Jeff
Tully.”

4 Show

Gl SHOWGROUNDS, WONTHAGGI RECREATION RESERVE

ENTRY VIA KORUMBURRA-WONTHAGGI ROAD - GATE 4

Satu

ry 10, 2026

Pavilion Competitions
Equestrian inc Harness
Pony Rides
Dog Flyball
¢ Working Dogs
* Live Music : i : W\ ‘2
e Utes & 4x4 ; e\ans
¢ Animals Nursery & Poultry

e Stilt Fairies, Face Painting
Circus workshop

¢ 0Id Tractors
e Carnival Side Shows

- » Show Bags And Novelties
¢ Food & Refreshments

Best Holden Best Ford
Best Classic
Best Street
Best Trade

Best Chicks

Best 4x4 (Utes & Wagons)
Best Themed Best Touring 4x4

Best Feral Weekend Warriors

Best BNS Pavement Princess 4x4
Best Ute Dog

SEJ)

Best Old Farts & Tarts  Furthest Travelled (to show) 7 ™ = nairs
Young Drivers Best Stickers/Artwork s

Loudest 4/6/8 Petrol & Diesel - ]
ALL ENQUIRIES TO WITHERS 0409 962 130

JA23717

E: basscoastagshow@hotmail.com
Follow us on facebook:
Bass Coast - Wonthaggi Summer Show
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¢ Bearings ¢ Power Transmission ¢ Fasteners ¢ Industrial Supplies

LEONGATHA WARRAGUL
38 Yarragon Road - Phone: 03 5662 3100 13 Endeavour Street - Phone: 03 56623 4444

BAIRNSDALE
521-523 Main Street - Phone: 03 5153 1275

BEATTHEHEAT{THISISUMMERWITH

KP1005

Heavy Duty Pedestal
Fan 750mm

SALE PRICE

KP1012

Heavy Duty
Pedestal
Fan 500mm

3 Speed
SALE PRICE

Industrial Wall Fan
750mm 3 Speed

Also Available
Heavy Duty Wall Fan
500mm 3 Speed $189

www.ace-industrial.com.au
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Up they go! Among those with paintings in the second in a series of Summer
Exhibitions at the Berninneit Art Gallery in Cowes until January 15 is Melinda
Holt of Loch being assisted by Phillip Island Contemporary Exhibition Space
(PICES) curator Warren Nichols hanging one of 42 works on display.

Summer art series
continues at Berninneit

THE PICES Summer Exhibition series at
Berninneit Art Gallery is in full swing after
a successful opening run with the Small
Works Exhibition in December.

More than 140 artworks featured in that
showcase, representing a diverse mix of
talent from across the Bass Coast region
and beyond.

The opening night on Friday, December
12 drew a warm crowd of artists, commu-
nity members, supporters and visitors ea-
ger to explore the intimate and imaginative
works on display.

Bass Coast Shire Cr Meg Ryan was the
official opening speaker, highlighting the
importance of arts and culture within re-
gional communities and acknowledging
the role creativity plays in fostering con-
nection, wellbeing and a shared sense of
place.

Guests enjoyed viewing a wide range of
artworks including paintings, ceramics,
photography, sculpture, textiles and mixed
media, with many pieces purchased on the
night.

Small Works has long been known as an
excellent source of thoughtful and unique
gifts during the festive season, with pur-
chased artworks able to be taken home
immediately.

The PICES Summer Exhibition program
continues with Contempora 1, running un-
til Thursday, January 15, followed by Con-
tempora 2 from Saturday, January 17 to
Sunday, February 1.

Each exhibition presents a fresh selec-
tion of contemporary works highlighting
both emerging and established artists
across a range of mediums.

The gallery is open 10am to 4pm daily.

Tall tales and true from

Wonthaggi's co

IT'S a case of ‘know your town, love
your town' as far as one of Wonthaggi’s
most active community groups is con-
cerned, the Wonthaggi and District His-
torical Society.

They've got so many historical research
projects and other events on the go
throughout the year that it never really
stops at the Wonthaggi Railway Station
Museum, and for many of the members,
at home as well.

On Saturday, January 3 they kicked
off their popular series of ‘15 Minutes of
History’ presentations for the New Year
with sessions on Wonthaggi’'s Cordial
Factories on Saturday, Childhood memo-
ries of living in a shop in McBride Avenue
by Eira Thompson and then on Monday,
January 5, it was all about the history of
Wonthaggi Ski Club at Mt Baw Baw with
long-time members Trevor Foon and Bob
Wintle.

Mr Foon recalled the development
of the lodge in the early 1950s, right
through to handing it back to the man-
agement of the mountain about 10 years
ago when the 50-year lease was up.

“It was all about having fun and learn-
ing to be a kid,” said Mr Foon as he re-
membered problems with the lodge’s
generator and water supply and the
workings of a mysterious piece of equip-
ment called a ‘nutcracker’.

Mr Wintle noted an interesting piece
of history about an early chairlift at Mt
Baw Baw which was stored at Woola-
mai before being relocated to the Nut in
north-west Tasmania where it still ferries
people to the top of the hill.

According to historical society secre-
tary Irene Williams the presentations are
the perfect opportunity to showcase the
district’s stories and get people interest-
ed in their own history.

“Most people don’t read history books
anymore, but they will listen to someone
else telling their story or speaking about
a subject they are passionate about,”

ourful history

said Mrs Williams.

“We basically have two sorts of presen-
tations, either someone’s personal histo-
ry story or something they've researched
themselves in detail.

“We get people to come along and tell
their story,” she said.

“The first few years we did three weeks
straight of 15-minute histories, but we've
cut that back to nine days this year which
has been quite a bit easier to organise.”

Remaining sessions (11.30am-noon
daily) include:

¢ Tuesday, January 6 Wonthaggi’'s State
Coal Mines An overview of mines and
mining operations Jim Quilford

¢ Wednesday, January 7 The Amazon
Shipwreck Inverloch Amazon Group

* Thursday, January 8 Seed collect-
ing, Wonthaggi’s Wetlands A legacy of our
mining history Terri Allen

* Friday, January 9 Wonthaggi's First
Fitness Club “The Wonderful World of
Weights” Keith Milkins

e Saturday, January 10 Bunurong
Coast Our underwater world Simon Gil-
liland

¢ Sunday, January 11 Wonthaggi's In-
ternationally Famous Axeman Kerina
McLaren

Following on from the 15-minute histo-
ry presentations will be a week of ‘Show-
casing our history displays starting at
1lam on Monday, January 12 and run-
ning through to Saturday, January 17.

They include:

* Monday, January 12 The Wonthaggi
Monster

e Tuesday, January 13 Miners’ equip-
ment and disasters

¢ Wednesday, January 14 A bullock
wagon story

e Thursday, January 15 Italians mak-
ing do

e Friday, January 16 Wreck Beach
shipwreck history

¢ Saturday, January 17 Wonthaggi Co-
op Store



Wonthaggi Toyota

NEW YEAR SPECIALS...OVER 75 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM

2015 Volkswagen ‘

Polo 81TSI Comfortline GR 2017 Kia Cerato S 2015 Suzuki S-Cross GL 2016 Nissan X-Trail TS T32
DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE

14,990 W~ 14,990 % 16,990 W~ 17,990 %%

Economy plus, 124,195kms, 6 speed Well-equipped, 110,000kms, 6 speed Fuel efficient, 54,967kms, 7 speed Compact & practical, 172,984kms,

manual hatch SN: W102293 sports auto hatch SN: W102266 CVT auto SUV SN: W102277 auto SUV SN: W102259

ey

2024 Mitsubishi

2016 Holden SV6 VF Series 11 2020 Toyota Hilux SR 2024 GWM Cannon LUX Eclipse Cross Exceed YB
DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE

29’990 AWAY 31’990 AWAY 33’990 AWAY 40’990 AWAY

Aussie icon, 133,180kms, 6 speed Robust off-roader, 171,819kms, Value packed, 27,104kms, 9 speed Just arrived, 1,210kms, 8 speed auto

sports auto ute SN: W102314 manual ute SN: W102286 auto 4WD dual cab SN: W102308 SUV SN: W102317

Leongatha Toyota

FINANCE AVAILABLE INSTORE. ASK ABOUT AN EXTENDED WARRANTY.

£ J W

2019 Holden Trax LTZ TJ 2018 Toyota C-HR Koba 2022 Mitsubishi Triton GLX+ MR 2021 Toyota Camry SL

15,990 WK 26,990 Wi 37,990 X 41,990 W~
Just arrived, 54,480kms, auto SUV Plenty of attitude, 48,138kms, auto King Cab, 68,616kms, 6 speed CVT Premium Hybrid, 57,149kms, auto

SN: L101463 AWD SUV SN: L101465 auto 4x4 ute SN: 101401 sedan SN: L101464

2022 Toyota
2021 Ford Ranger XLT PX MK Il  Landcruiser Prado GXL 2024 Ford Mustang GT FO 2020 Toyota Landcruiser GXL
DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE
41'990 AWAY 54’990 AWAY 80’990 AWAY 80’990 AWAY
Work or adventure, 95,418kms, 10 spd Capable off road, 174,753kms, 6 speed State of the art, 2,632kms, 10 speed Rugged workhorse, 138,833kms, 5 spd
CVT auto 4x4 double cab L101446 CVT auto 4x4 SUV SN: L101444 CVT auto coupe DRA 793 CVT manual 4x4 cab chassis SN: L101453

Wonthaggi Toyota Leongatha Toyota
7-13 Hughes Street, Toyota Finance OH WHAT A FE E LI NG

346 Bass Highway,

Wonthaggi VIC 3995 Leongatha VIC 3953
T (03) 56721722 T (03) 5662 2302 =
LMCT 8179 LMCT 8179 @ Toyota Used Cars

Wonthagg]toyota.com.au leongathatoyota‘com.au

JA23723

* Disclaimer: If the price does not contain the notation that it is “Driveaway*”, the price may not include additional costs, such as stamp duty and other government charges.
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Max Grigg completes
ambitious tractor project

LIKE many in the
Gippsland Historical Au-
tomobile Club (GHAC),
Nyora's Max Grigg likes
a project, having suc-
ceeded in restoring his
Fordson Dexta tractor
that served him well as
a market gardener and
later as a beef farmer.

As many of the dis-
trict's farming families
would appreciate, Ford-
son has been a popular
tractor since the 1950s.

The brand proved to be
reliable and strong and
the Power Major, Super
Major, Fordson Dexta
and Super Dexta were
exported from England
around the world and
used in many different
fields.

Mr Grigg purchased his
Fordson Dexta in 1963
from Taig Brothers deal-
ership in Shepparton.

It was loaded onto an
open rail carriage and
sent to Berwick station
where then 17-year-old
Mr Grigg drove it off the
train onto the platform
and to his parents’ dairy
farm where he was set-
ting up his business.

The Dexta was high
clearance and ideal for
vegetable growing.

“The tractor proved to
be everything I wanted,”
Mr Grigg said.

“The Dextas had a three
cylinder Perkins diesel
engine that had proved
to be unbreakable and I
started to get some ma-
chinery made for it.”

Additions included
an under-belly scari-
fier, bed-making plough,
seeders and spray unit.

As Mr Grigg's busi-
ness grew and more and
larger tractors were pur-
chased, the Dexta was
mainly used for lighter
jobs such as trailer and
underbelly work.

When he changed from
market gardening to run-
ning cattle, the tractor
went with him and was
used for spreading fer-
tiliser, sowing grass seed
and summer crops.

Then, after retirement
from farming, the tractor
was stored in a shed and
Mr Grigg thought about
selling it.

“It was not looking all
that good after its years
of service but a mate told
me I couldn't sell it after
it had started my busi-
ness for me,” he said.

By Chris Grigg

Heeding that advice,
the member of the South
Gippsland Branch of
GHAC decided to restore
the Dexta to its former
glory.

The project extended
over a few years, the
tractor being completely
dismantled, with bits ev-

erywhere.
While the engine was
reconditioned, the reli-

ability of the Perkins en-
gine meant not much was
required.

Some panel work need-
ed attention, with Mr
Grigg explaining “The
rear guards are bigger
than normal and were
rusted badly down the
lower end, mainly due
to all the fertiliser used
over the years.”

Wishing to retain a fac-
tory stamp in the rusted
area, he was able to cut
the section out and weld
the ENFO stamp back
into place when he had
repaired the guards.

Mr Grigg then re-
bushed the worn front
end, dismantled the

rear end so he could
change all the bearings
and seals, sent the brake
drums away to be ma-
chined and had the trac-
tor rewired.

Even the steering wheel
received attention.

“It needed a lot of build-
ing up so I was advised to
use Araldite, and after 12
tubes I finally built it up
enough to sand it to the
correct shape,” Mr Grigg
said.

There were many small
parts that needed work
along the way such as
linkage pins and ends
but finally it was time to
remove all the original
paint.

It was while removing
paint from the wheel cen-
tres that Mr Grigg dis-
covered a stamp saying
Ralph McKay Ltd Austra-
lia 1959.

Ralph was the brother
of Hugh McKay, inven-
tor of the Sunshine Har-
vester.

When all the repairs
and repainting were
completed, Mr Grigg was
finally able to assemble
the little tractor he has
owned for 63 years and
that has earned its resto-
ration and its place in his
shed.

Nyora’s Max Grigg shows off his beautifully
restored Fordson Dexta tractor that no longer
displays the wear and tear of its years of service.
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Mason and Freya enjoy old-fashioned fun on the merry-go-round as 2025 draws to a close. AO9 0126

Family fun ushers in New Year in Inverloch

By Andrew Paloczi

WHILE Inverloch failed to deliver a
balmy evening on Wednesday, it mat-
tered little as locals and visitors cel-
ebrated the approach of a New Year,
with plenty going on to keep families
entertained.

The beach was an option despite
the cool weather but many took in
the sights, sounds and tastes of the
Twilight Market in the Glade, run
by the local Lions Club, with South
Coast FM again supporting local mu-
sicians who entertained attendees.

Rides, sideshow games and a bite
to eat drew people to the Inverloch
carnival, that event located alongside
the town's Recreation Reserve, the
site of the New Year’s Eve fireworks.

The crescendo to the evening was
held at a family-friendly time well be-
fore the official start to 2026.

Aaron Chaston performs in the Sound Shell during Wednesday’s

Twilight Market. A10_ 0126

Police praise holiday crowds but warn on fireworks danger

BASS Coast Police have praised
crowd behaviour across the region
on New Year’s Eve but warned of the
dangers of illegal fireworks after sev-
eral incidents.

More than 5000 people gathered
at Inverloch for New Year’s Eve fire-
works and the carnival with no is-
sues reported.

Sergeant Ryan Burns said crowd
behaviour was great despite brief in-
cidents of illegal fireworks.

“People think it's fun and engaging
but they are explosive devices that
can cause injury,” Sgt Burns said.

With hot weather forecast and the
landscape drying out, he warned ille-
gal fireworks also posed a significant
bushfire risk and urged residents to
check the CFA website for fire re-
strictions.

In Cowes, Senior Sergeant Jason
Hullick said overall behaviour was
“awesome” with no arrests on the
night despite some alcohol-related
incidents.

“We did have a couple of incidents
of unauthorised fireworks being let
off which were dealt with by police
on the night,” Snr Sgt Hullick said.

Police expressed disappointment
with driver behaviour on New Year’s
Day after catching four drink drivers
during an operation at Wonthaggi in
the early afternoon.

One driver returned a reading of
0.153, more than triple the legal lim-
it, and was also unlicensed.

Other drivers received penalty no-
tices while the unlicensed high-range
driver will be summonsed to appear
in court at a later date.
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By Rick Koenig

In a separate incident, a 24-year-
old man watched the New Year’s Eve
fireworks from the side of the road as
his car was loaded onto a tow truck
after allegedly travelling at 127km/h
through busy Cowes streets.

Bass Coast Highway Patrol in-
tercepted the red Mazda sedan on
Church Street just before midnight
after allegedly detecting it travelling
at more than double the speed limit
through streets packed with pedes-
trians.

The driver, from Clyde North, had
two female passengers in the car and
could offer no reason for his manner
of driving.

His vehicle was impounded for 30
days at a cost of $1275.

He will be summonsed to appear
at Korumburra Magistrates’ Court
on charges of dangerous driving and
exceeding the speed limit.

“Lucky it was not culpable driving,
as the risk to killing a pedestrian
that night in Cowes was substantial
based on the alleged speed and be-
haviour,” police said.

The incidents came after police
ramped up patrols over the New
Year period with a strong focus on
drink and drug driving, speed and
increased visibility on beaches.

The warning comes after a string of
incidents across the region.

On Tuesday, December 30, a man
in his 40s was airlifted to Royal Mel-
bourne Hospital with possible spinal
injuries after his vehicle flipped twice
on Boolarra-Mirboo North Road.

Police allege the driver was travel-
ling at excessive speed when he lost
control.

“Without a doubt the worst part of
our job is knocking on a door and
telling a family that their loved one
will not be coming home today,” po-
lice said.

“This driver was three to four min-
utes from home.”

Police were also called to a single-
vehicle crash on the Bass Highway
east of Kilcunda on Wednesday, De-
cember 31 and to Forest Caves on
Saturday, December 27 after reports
of a person in distress.

It follows the dramatic Christmas
Day rescue of three women whose
kayaks drifted out to sea near Cori-
nella.

The Westpac Rescue Lifesaver He-
licopter winched all three to safety.

With hot weather forecast, police
said beach safety remained their
main priority.

“We want people to be safe in the
water, be smart,” Snr Sgt Hullick
said.

“If youre not a strong swimmer
or don’'t know the area there are pa-
trolled beaches and safer areas to
swim.”

Bass Coast Shire Council has
launched a new Emergency Dash-
board at emergency.basscoast.vic.
gov.au providing up-to-date informa-
tion from VicEmergency, VicTraffic,
the Bureau of Meteorology and Life
Saving Victoria.

Police urged everyone to download
the Beachsafe app and always swim
between the red and yellow flags.



Desal expansion mooted but
drug legacy remains

DRUG trafficking and pros-
titution were rife in Wonthaggi
during the construction of the
Victorian Desalination Plant,
between September 2009 and
December 2012.

And dozens of former
tradesmen and other desal
construction workers, some
of them living locally, are still
struggling with the impact of
addiction, especially to the
illicit drug of choice, crystal
methamphetamine, known as
Ice, more than a decade later.

So, news being reported
by The Age this week that a
dramatic increase in the de-
mand for water could force
the State Government into
an $840 million expansion of
the plant, within the next five
years, won't be welcomed by
everyone.

As reported back in 2012
by Stephen Drill in the Her-
ald Sun, the then executive
director of Independent Con-
tractors Australia (ICA), Ken
Phillips, raised the problems
in a submission to the State
Government’'s Construction
Code Compliance Unit, alleg-
ing widespread use of Ice in
the building sector.

He was quoted by the news-
paper making specific refer-
ences to the Victorian De-
salination Plant project at
Wonthaggi.

Contacted by the Sentinel-
Times in the past week, Mr
Phillips, who no longer repre-
sents the ICA, still stands by
that submission.

The ICA, representing more
than 300 contractors across
Victoria at the time, also
claimed its members had re-
ported bikie gangs were dis-
tributing illegal drugs on oth-
er building sites.

Mr Phillips said in the 2012
Herald Sun article that a ma-
jor investigation was needed
into drugs and bikies in con-
struction.

“Our understanding is that
drugs were rife at the desali-
nation plant,” Mr Phillips said
at the time.

“The drug trafficking on the
desalination plant was signifi-
cant,” he said, noting the drug
of choice was Ice.

He recommended that the
alleged distribution of drugs
be subjected to occupational
health and safety investigations.

At the time the CFMEU said
the claims of widespread drug
use and nefarious activity by

The arrival of the Victorian Desalination Plant in Wonthaggi wasn't without either
controversy or crime so what would an $840 million expansion project bring?

bikie gangs was “baseless”
and “an insult to workers”.

Butin April 2014, News Lim-
ited Newspapers published
details from a confidential re-
port by a former Construction
Code Compliance Unit officer.

The claims that outlaw mo-
torcycle gangs supplied drugs
and prostitutes to construc-
tion workers at the Wonthaggi
desalination plant were ad-
dressed in confidential Vic-
torian cabinet documents re-
ferred to by the newspapers.

The documents claimed that
various named motorcycle
gangs used three rented Won-
thaggi homes as a base for
their narcotics and prostitu-
tion operations.

Bikies, according to the re-
port, were also employed to
drive construction manage-
ment to and from work and to
social functions.

A police spokesperson con-
tacted by the Herald Sun in
2012 would not rule in or rule
out the claims of illicit drug
sales and use, on and around
the Wonthaggi desalination
plant project.

But there’s little doubt locally
that an increase in prostitution
and the sale of “hard” drugs
was a byproduct of the work.

Many claim the use of Ice
increased dramatically at the
time and remains a scourge
on local law enforcement, jus-
tice and health authorities.

The Sentinel-Times has spo-
ken to the family of a local

man, now in his late 30s, who
worked on the desal construc-
tion project in his early 20s.

Already a recreational drug
user he gained ready access
to the drug Ice via his connec-
tions at the site and became
an addict.

The young man was paid
$2000 to $2500 weekly and
received a redundancy payout
around the $100,000 mark
on departure.

At least some of it went into
paying for his now firmly es-
tablished drug habit.

Work after the project be-
came increasingly difficult to
hold on to, initially because it
didn’t pay anywhere near as
well as the desalination plant
contract, but also because of
the ill-effects of Ice addiction.

He has an ongoing problem
and it’s not an isolated case.

Just prior to Christmas,
the Allan Labor Government
raised the spectre of wide-
spread water restrictions “as
the state continues to face
drying conditions despite re-
cent rainfall”.

Minister for Water Gayle
Tierney was releasing the ‘Vic-
torian Annual Water Outlook’
which detailed a drop in water
storage levels and “the need to
continue to source new water
supplies into the future”.

“The state’s water storages
are feeling the effect of succes-
sive dry years, sitting at 61 per
cent full on average — down 18
per cent from last year.

The 2025 year also marked
the first time urban water re-
strictions have been needed
since 2020.”

Fifty billion litres of desali-
nated water was successfully
delivered in 2025, they say,
helping to deliver reliable
supplies to more than six
million people across Gee-
long, Melbourne, and parts
of Gippsland, including Won-
thaggi, Korumburra and Phil-
lip Island.

South Gippsland Water also
announced, on Christmas
Eve, that they would be laying
a temporary pipeline between
Korumburra and Leongatha
to augment failing supplies in
the Ruby Creek system which
serves Leongatha.

While Minister for Water
Gayle Tierney made no men-
tion of the desalination plant
expansion option in the De-
cember 23 statement, she did
say the Government would
continue to invest in water
supply infrastructure.

And in March 2025 Infra-
structure Victoria recom-
mended the expansion of the
desalination plant in its draft
30-year infrastructure strat-
egy.

The cost of operating the
Wonthaggi plant reportedly
adds $421 annually to family
water bills in Melbourne de-
spite operating in only seven
of the past 13 years and deliv-
ering only 455GL of water of a
possible 1950GL.

Dinosaurs, snakes and Clydesdales at Wonthaggi Show

THE Bass Coast Wonthaggi
Show will showcase another
year of historical community
spirit with new attractions
and old traditions on Satur-
day, January 10, with gates
open at 9am at the Wonthaggi
Recreation Reserve, Korum-
burra Road, Wonthaggi.

The long-running show is
a blend of heritage displays,
family entertainment, carnival
rides and new attractions that
volunteer organiser Rosemary
Loughnan said will appeal to
visitors of all ages.

“This show started in Grant-
ville in the 1800s,” Ms Lough-
nan said.

“It came from Grantville,
eventually to Dalyston, Bass

and now to us in Wonthaggi
perhaps in the 1970s. All run
by volunteers; it is our way
of giving back to the commu-
nity.”

This year’s program is a mix
of traditional and modern en-
tertainment, including vintage
and modern tractors, a dog
flyball and working dog dem-
onstration and an equestrian
show. The volunteers wel-
come back the animal nurs-
ery - Animals Fur All Animal
Nursery and Pony Rides. Plus,
the Bass Coast - Wonthaggi
Ute and 4x4 Show and Black
Snake Productions.

“Michael Alexander’s snake
presentation will focus on
education and safety,” Ms

Loughnan said. “He’ll be
bringing the snake pit, edu-
cating the public on how to
deal with snakes, snake bites
and the role they play in the
community.”

At the 2026 show, organis-
ers have booked a roaming,
life-sized dinosaur puppet to
tie into the region’s fossil his-
tory. “We decided that was
timely because of our history
with dinosaur fossils,” Ms
Loughnan said. “Toby the T.
rex and a mini dinosaur will
interact with the crowd dur-
ing peak times.”

Gates will open at 9am,
with events in full swing by
10.30am. “It's best to arrive
early for the best experience,”

Ms Loughnan said. “Whilst
last year’s heat prompted an
early finish, we expect to run
until 4pm on a typical day.”

Sustainability is at the fore-
front, with food vendors and
volunteer caterers encour-
aged to use reusable or bio-
degradable serving ware. The
Bass Coast Shire Council is
encouraging visitors to sort
recycling properly.

Entry is free for children 12
and under, with a S5 gate fee
for people 13 and over. “We
all work as volunteers, local
clubs and service organisers
will man the gates in return
for donations, and we look
forward to a great start to the
year.”

Last year’s Best in Show winner Fiona
Bilbrough displays her painting Blue
Gum Haze. A26_0126

Leongatha Art and
Photography Show
set to delight

By Andrew Paloczi

THE Leongatha Rotary Club Art and
Photography Show opens on Saturday,
January 17, the diverse range of works
from locals and elsewhere available to
buy.

Two expert judges will determine award
winners, with Mark Jones running a
watchful eye over the growing photog-
raphy section while Kerry Spokes takes
charge of the art categories.

South Gippsland artist Ms Spokes,
whose studio is near Foster, is a passion-
ate advocate for the local arts scene and
former co-owner of Gecko Studio Gallery
in Fish Creek.

Her current work using monoprint tech-
niques explores the elements and their
interaction with the landscape, capturing
the dynamic forces that shape and trans-
form the natural world.

Experienced photographer Mr Jones
loves the art form’s ability to capture a
moment in time, enjoying teaching others
the photographic basics.

The long-term Pakenham Camera Club
member and former president has pho-
tographed an array of subjects including
landscapes, sport, creative time lapse and
wildlife, also venturing into underwater
photography and film making.

Mr Jones has judged at national photo-
graphic competitions.

Bob Hickman will again work alongside
Lynn Fisher as the Art and Photography
Show hangers, both being artists.

“We try as best we can to hang likemind-
ed works or colours together so it presents
well,” Mr Hickman said, noting he and Ms
Fisher will spend a whole week hanging
and rehanging until they are happy with
the overall look.

Remarking that the 720 works last year
were a little too much, Mr Hickman said
the overall number has been capped at
650 this time to ensure nothing needs to
be crammed in.

He highlighted the fact the Rotary Club
changes its judges for the show from year
to year, each of whom adopts a different
outlook.

“Whereas, maybe last year’s judge erred
towards the classical or traditional, this
year with Kerry, she might go for some-
thing a little bit different; she’s a bit more
contemporary,” Mr Hickman said.

“There are so many styles in art and
it covers pottery, sculpture, felting, you
name it,” he observed, with that and the
various mediums of painting and drawing
illustrating the diversity of the job judges
face.

Along with lots of pieces from experi-
enced artists, school students from the
local region have taken the opportunity to
display their creativity, with schools hav-
ing again been provided with free canvas-
es, along with Yooralla.

Judging includes youth and all abilities
sections.

With the Art and Photography Show be-
ginning during the school holidays, plenty
of visitors are expected along with locals.

The show runs from Saturday, January
17 until Saturday, February 7 from 10am
until 4pm every day.
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Spotlight on
government
excess in 2026

By Michael Giles

WHAT’S the most important thing
about 2026?

For most people, turning over the
date to a New Year last Wednesday
night was no big deal beyond seeing
the fireworks on TV, if you stayed up
that long, or making the effort to see
the fireworks at Inverloch, Cowes,
Coronet Bay or one of a number of
sites around the region.

Perhaps you popped the cork on a
bottle of champagne with your part-
ner at midnight or maybe you were
tucked up in bed by then, before it
ticked over to 2026.

For most people, there were still a
few more holiday days left to enjoy,
before getting back to work and do-
ing your best to enjoy the year ahead.

But for some people, the New Year
dawned with the same old problems;
cost of living, availability of afford-
able housing, access to health care
if you need it, and concerns about
safety and security.

And you've got to ask yourself,
ahead of a next state election in No-
vember 2026, how you think these
issues have improved over the past
four years and whether the govern-
ment or the opposition is best placed
to make a difference in the next four
years.

We're bound to hear these ques-
tions addressed on a weekly basis
over the next 11 months but whether
youre concerned about an ambu-
lance turning up when you need one
on Phillip Island, your ute being sto-
len in a late-night heist at Inverloch,
finding somewhere to live in Won-
thaggi or having enough to pay the
bills in Leongatha...

One thing that really irks people
about government at all levels is the
way they waste our money, funds
that could go towards much-needed
services, and the extent to which they
go to cover up the waste and criminal
€XCeSS.

If nothing else changes in 2026, we
can at least hope that the bureau-
crats turn their attention to govern-
ment efficiency and placing a high
value on saving money to put to other
worthwhile purposes.

“Are there enough police in the area, do you feel safe?”

-t

o T Ay
Jayson Caile Sandy Kaur Mikaylie Thomas Emma Hanslow-Sells
Wonthaggi Wonthaggi Wattle Bank Melbourne

“Needs to be more police,
heard shots go off the
other night in Wonthaggi
and thought they were
firecrackers.”

“There are enough police in
the town but honestly | don’t
feel that safe, there is too
much drug abuse and it's
pretty much everywhere.”

yes | feel safe.”

“I'm not sure if there are
enough police, there’s only a
certain amount they can do,

“There seems to be enough
police in Wonthaggi at the
moment but if you’re local you
might feel different, yes | feel
safe.”

Valuing the life of Peter
Seccull

SOUTH GIPPSLAND will mourn the
passing of local builder Peter Seccull of
Coastal Property Developments. Peter’s
health, in recent months, took a serious
turn with brain disease, and his passing
will be sorely felt by all main builders /
contractors.

The land holding, most recently com-
pleted on the South Gippsland Highway,
was notable for its future planning for
sustainable growth. A 40-year under-
standing of Peter’s building skill and
passing his knowledge on to his three
sons is formidable.

Marcus, Adrian and Andrew are all
highly capable, qualified operators and
half-decent footballers, for that matter.
His application to ‘surprise’ many ven-
dors and operators was outstanding. His
finishes were complete and measurable.

My understanding with Peter harked
back to when he took on building Chas-
ers nightclub in Melbourne, which be-
came a highlight of operating many other
opportunities.

This in turn led him to live in semi-
retirement at Woodside, then into Inver-
loch, and saw his acumen as a builder
with rise and fall - as it does.

His wife, Cath, was an inspiration to live
life and be a ‘one in a million operator’
and a collective nature for the three boys
and Peter’s only daughter, Melissa (dec).

No one can belittle aspiration and senti-
ment in building in Southeast Gippsland,
as Peter Seccull. His memory remains.

By Rod Stone.
Valued friend.

Questions over Foster land
sale

AT the last council in-chambers meet-
ing a Shire block of land at Foster was
discussed for 12 minutes and I found it
unusual.

Mayor Nathan Hersey failed to explain
the full history of the block for the pub-
lic, despite speaking about transparency.

I went to the Shire website and spoke
to people and found out the Shire bought
it in 2020 with ratepayers’ money, then
in the 2021 budget spent $400,000 on
works which some of the councillors who
tried to sell it that day had approved.

I read it was for the Shire depot to
move to a better location due to dust,
noise and proximity to the school.

I felt the attitude of some councillors
was a little tense, not the same as nor-
mal in chambers.

Now the local paper tells us of cost
cutting while the Shire charges traders
double and triple for footpaths, yet the
Shire made the streets in Leongatha, Ko-
rumburra and Foster wider to show off
shop produce.

The TV in chambers showed the CEO’s
list of extra cash for jobs, meaning cost
blowouts again and again.

Trying to understand the budget, it
looks like $3 million in cost overruns.

With the Korumburra tennis club, costs
went over by approximately 30 per cent.

Why is the Shire so far out on most
jobs and why isn’t there any account-
ability?

Our roadsides are the worst in histo-
ry and I hope the paper shows how fire
aware our Shire isn’t.

David Amor

Footpath fees a cash grab

THE South Gippsland Shire Council’s
new footpath trading permit fees are a dis-
appointing and unnecessary cash grab.

Take Bair Street in Leongatha for ex-
ample: the Shire significantly improved
the area by widening the footpath to sup-
port outdoor dining and local traders em-
braced the initiative.

The street is now thriving and I've never
heard a single complaint about the exist-
ing $140 fee for those outdoor spaces.

Small businesses are the backbone of
country towns and hotels continue to
serve as vital gathering places for families
and young people.

Yet these businesses are already bur-
dened with rising wages, increased insur-
ance costs, electricity and gas prices up by
40 per cent and higher rents.

Let’s not kill the goose that laid the gold-
en egg.

One has to wonder whether this idea
came from someone comfortably collect-
ing a stable wage in all weather conditions.

For the record, this new charge does not
affect me.

Glenn Wright OAM
Leongatha

Skate park a hit

KORUMBURRAS new skate park is
successful for our youth and children of
all ages.

It's fun to watch this happy outdoor ac-
tivity and a much needed sport to get ev-
eryone outside to exercise.

Total enjoyment.

Jan Morris
Korumburra

Rates capped as councils struggle to keep pace

VICTORIAN councils will be limited
to rate increases of 2.75 per cent next
financial year under the state govern-
ment’s Fair Go Rates System.

Local Government Minister Nick Stai-
kos announced the cap, matching the
forecast inflation rate.

“The rates cap has made a real dif-
ference to household budgets,” Mr Stai-
kos said.

But local councils have warned the
cap is creating long-term financial
pressures that will eventually impact
services and infrastructure.

A Bass Coast Shire Council spokes-
person said council understood the im-
portance of keeping cost-of-living pres-
sures front of mind for households.

“We work hard to deliver value for the
Bass Coast community,” the spokes-
person said.

“Costs have continued to rise faster

By Rick Koenig

than the cap, while responsibilities and
expectations placed on local govern-
ment have grown.

“Over time this gap has increased and
will continue to reduce council’s ability
to maintain assets and deliver new or
expanded services.”

South Gippsland Shire Mayor Cr Na-
than Hersey said council’s finances re-
mained sound but the cap was creating
pressures.

“The 2.75 per cent rate cap means
council’s income is rising slower than
its costs are increasing, and combined
with ageing infrastructure, this creates
pressures we need to consider now
to avoid problems in the future,” Cr
Hersey said.

“Council is actively managing the
budget.”
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Asked whether the cap would force
council to cut services or projects, Cr
Hersey said decisions would be made
as part of forthcoming budget discus-
sions.

“It's simply not possible to pre-empt
a decision of council around the bud-
get, services and projects,” Cr Hersey
said.

“Budget decisions will need to be
made by the whole of council as part of
the budget process.”

South Gippsland Shire has previous-
ly pushed back against the system, ar-
guing it leaves councils unable to keep
pace with rising costs.

In June, South Gippsland Shire Cr
Sarah Gilligan criticised the cap, stress-
ing council had to budget to keep the
lights on but was constrained in terms
of new initiatives or capital works.

“This means councils haven’'t kept up

with CPI for almost a decade,” Cr Gil-
ligan said at the time.

Cr Gilligan’s criticism was backed by
Cr Hersey, who said cost-shifting from
state government to council needed to
be addressed.

Municipal Association of Victoria
president Cr Jennifer Anderson has
called for a review, arguing the cap cov-
ers only 60 per cent of actual cost in-
creases councils face.

Mr Staikos also announced new
guidelines requiring councils to ensure
waste charges reflect actual collection
costs.

Before the Fair Go Rates system began
in 2016, council rates were increasing
by an average of six per cent a year.

Bass Coast Shire Council said it
would have more to say on the issue
in coming weeks as it goes through its
budget process.



Korumburra skate park worth the wait

By Andrew Paloczi

SINCE its December opening
Korumburra’'s new skate park
in the town’s railway precinct
has been a drawcard for skate-
boarders, BMX and scooter
riders, boosting local recre-
ation opportunities during the

school holidays.
Sentinel-Times met some
enthusiastic young scooter

riders on Friday who gave the
new facility the thumbs up.

“The jumps are nice and
some of the ramps are really
good,” Huxley Schmidt said,
remarking on the smooth rid-
ing surface.

Another local, Connor Aud-
dino, has been enjoying the
skate park since it opened,
also remarking on the jumps.

“They're really steep and you
can get good air,” he said.

Connor’'s mum Anneliese
Auddino is delighted with the
new skate park and its con-
venient location near coffee
shops and other town attrac-
tions.

Korumburra’s Sarah Ras-
mussen, mother of Sonny Mc-
Guinness, another of Friday’s
scooter riders, is pleased with
the fact there is something
new to encourage kids to exer-
cise and have fun.

“It's really handy and gets
them out of the house every
day,” she said.

Replacing the old skating
facility at Korumburra Show-
grounds, the new smoother set-
up is much easier on the body
when inevitable falls occur.

Local scooter riders Sonny McGuinness, Huxley Schmidt and Connor Auddino are thrilled
to have a new high quality facility in town suited to scooters as well as BMXs and skateboards.

A13 0126

The new skate park has been
keenly awaited.

It was originally planned to
be in a different location with-
in the railway precinct before
community feedback indicat-
ed the intended facility would
be too basic.

Heritage approvals were re-
quired for the railway land.

However, progress was rapid
after fresh community con-
sultation that ended in July
2025 giving potential users
the chance to contribute their
ideas to the new design.

Experienced skate park de-
signer Wade Trevan was re-
sponsible through his busi-
ness EastbyWest for bringing
it all together, being mindful of
catering to BMX riders, skate-
boarders and scooter riders of
varying skill levels.

He stressed during the com-
munity feedback period that
while beginners will be ca-
tered for, the design will also
provide scope for those with
more experience, saying sug-
gestions it will be a beginner
park only are incorrect as that

would eliminate many poten-
tial users.

South Gippsland Shire may-
or Cr Nathan Hersey tested
his skills after the skate park
opened in December, far-
ing better on a scooter than
a skateboard, council post-
ing his efforts, those of fel-
low councillor Cr Brad Snell
and some talented teens to its
Facebook page.

Council contributed
$320,000 to the project with a
further $100,000 coming from
the State Government.

Kids relish

FISHING'S future appears
sound in Venus Bay with en-
thusiastic young participants
enjoying their first experience
of the pastime or building
their skills at Saturday’s Kid’s
Fishing Day.

Venus Bay Angling Club ran
the event, with member Ros-
lyn Shelly describing the day
as “a huge success”.

“We reached our maximum
of 25 kids and unfortunately
had to turn away a number of
others, but hopefully they get a
chance at our next Kid’s Fish-
ing Day,” Ms Shelly said.

While the club normally has
only two such days a year, the
popularity of Saturday’s ses-
sion is likely to lead to another
while the weather is still good,
and the Sentinel-Times will
provide details if that is the

fishing at Venus Bay this summer

case.

Participants Henry, Cooper
and Charlie each caught a
mullet and happily and safely
returned their small catches to
the water.

“Thanks to our team of
helpers and to the Victorian
Fisheries Authority and In-
verloch Fishing and Outdoors
for sponsoring us,” Ms Shelly
said.

Saturday’s young fishers and
families enjoyed a barbecue,
with icy poles and soft drinks
also provided.

Kids received showbags con-
taining items such as tackle
containers, first aid kits, fish-
ing hats, lollies, booklets on
fishing explaining the rules,
and fish measuring stickers,
with a couple of fishing rods
up for grabs in the raffle.

I

The popularity of Venus Bay Angling Club’s Saturday Kid’s
Fishing Day is apparent.

Locally manufactured Astellite windows and doors
offer style, function and durability

ASTELLITE double-glazed
windows and doors are manu-
factured in Melbourne using
premium German technology,
the uPVC material from which
the frames are constructed of-
fering greater durability and
versatility than is provided
by aluminium or wooden op-
tions.

The extra strength of the
uPVC material allows for more
impressive windows that max-
imise your view.

“You can have bigger panels
of glass, so theyre great for
viewing over the bay,” Astel-
lite’s Shelly Gibbs said.

“They're very popular in Eu-
rope and with our customers.”

She highlighted one of the
window designs the business
produces.

“We do a window called the
‘Tilt and Turn’; it tilts out-
wards from the top and then
when you turn it, it can open
all the way into the room,” Ms
Gibbs said.

Other Astellite products in-
clude bay windows, sliding
doors, and French doors.

Unlike aluminium window
and door frames, saltwater
spray won't corrode uPVC,
with wooden frames also
susceptible to deterioration
caused by salt air.

uPVC also stands up well to
the sun’s harsh rays.

Brothers Lucas and Peter
Kot run the business, which
was established in 2018, being
hands on in its operation, with
the Dandenong factory pro-
ducing customised windows
and doors.

The precise manufacturing
process welds the material
together, ensuring there’s no
possibility of splitting.

Aluplast in Germany sup-
plies the uPVC used in Astel-
lite’s production.

“You can get it in every co-
lour, and it comes in a wood
finish as well,” Ms Gibbs said.

The double-glazed windows,
with a layer of argon gas in be-
tween, are energy efficient and

reduce noise.

Astellite focuses on deliver-
ing high-performance, ener-
gy-efficient window and door
solutions that give builders a
competitive edge, the benefits
achieved flowing on to home-
OWners.

The business notes that its
windows and doors are made
by skilled local craftsmen and
are perfected to exceed Aus-
tralian standards and suit cli-
matic conditions.

Check out the range and
learn more from the friendly
team at Astellite’s showroom
located at 418 Nepean High-
way, Chelsea, visit astellite.
com.au or call 1300 488 848.

Newhaven

College Year 11
students embarking on the new VCE
Vocational Major, Amelia Raso, Elena
Dimopoulos and Tyler Duell, sit with
VCE coordinator Elaine Epifano after
visiting Free 3D Hands.

Newhaven College
launches hands-
on VCE pathway

NEWHAVEN College has introduced
a new VCE Vocational Major (VM)
pathway, giving families an additional
senior school option that focuses on
practical learning, real-world skills
and work readiness. Designed for
students who thrive through applied
learning, the VCE VM supports con-
fident pathways into further training,
apprenticeships or employment, while
ensuring every student is supported
to reach their full potential.

Newhaven College’s director of
learning Karen Milkins-Hendry said,
“At Newhaven College, honouring and
enriching individual pathways is at
the heart of what we do. We recognise
that every child’s strengths, interests
and future goals are different, and
one size does not fit all. Our goal is
to help every student be the best they
can be, whether their journey leads
to university, TAFE or straight to the
workforce.”

The program commenced in the fi-
nal weeks of Term 4 under the stew-
ardship of VCE coordinator Elaine
Epifano. The students visited local
businesses and challenged themselves
through physical activities to develop
inspiration. After a hike up Mt Oberon
in Wilson’s Prom, students enrolled
in the program were asked to reflect
and share what they hope to achieve
through the program. One Year 10 stu-
dent said, “I want my Vocational Major
to be as challenging and rewarding as
climbing Mt Oberon. Completing a
Certificate III in Fishing Operations,
my goal is to become efficient at fillet-
ing and cleaning fish, as well as haul-
ing the catch from the ocean while
building strong practical skills for the
industry.”

One Year 10 student said, “Hiking
Mt Oberon taught me resilience and
teamwork, which connect to my VET
Music and VET Building and Con-
struction courses. Music helps me
express myself, while building and
construction builds practical skills.
Together with the hike, these experi-
ences show me the importance of per-
sistence, problem-solving and staying
committed to my goals, and I hope
that a Vocational major can help me
through these courses.”

The skills-related business excur-
sion opened the students’ eyes to
some of the types of businesses they
may be interested in. Free 3D Hands,
The Island Accommodation, Rip Curl
and Westernport Water all inspired
the students.

All students enrolled in the VCE VM
are excited for the journey ahead, and
the College is confident the program
will deliver positive outcomes for ev-
eryone involved.

To learn more about the program, or
Newhaven College in general, the Col-
lege runs regular tours throughout the
year, but private tours can also be ar-
ranged by contacting the Admissions
Team on 5956 7505 or admissions@
newhavencol.vic.edu.au
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WHAT’S ON

Models play Archies Creek Hotel
on Sunday, January 18 with doors
opening at 2.30pm. Photo: Suzie
Weiss @shotbysuzie

Models never go
out of style

AUSTRALIAN band Models will re-
turn to Archies Creek Hotel on Sun-
day, January 18, with doors opening
at 2.30pm for a laid-back afternoon
of live music, where they’ll treat the
regional crowd to an intimate, inter-
active set - a chance for long-time fans
to connect with the band up close.

In an interview with the Sentinel-
Times, Andrew Duffield shared that
from their inner-city Melbourne ven-
ues and university lunchtime slots,
the band’s Archies Creek set will
lean into hits that generations of fans
know and love.

“We’ll mix big hits, including ‘Out of
Mind Out of Sight’ and ‘Barbados’ to
give everyone something to sing along
to,” Andrew said.

“And expect a respectful nod to
the band’s hitmaking era - including
songs associated with music genius
James Freud, who died in 2010 -
alongside tracks like ‘King of Kings’.

“I don’t think we’'ve done King of
Kings live before until now; that’s an-
other side to an intimate show.”

The gig will take the audience on the
band’s long history, with occasional
improvisation onstage.

“An afternoon gig, such as Archies
Creek, feels so informal.

“We love that we can walk through
the crowd and engage with the audi-
ence.

“An easy-going vibe helps turn the
show into a multigenerational party
- parents who first saw the band de-
cades ago bringing their kids along,
sharing stories and songs across gen-
erations.”

Despite the classics from the Mod-
els, Andrew said he’s still in the stu-
dio after decades of performing and
produces the band from there, so
there is still a passion for produc-
ing new material, even if the live set
predominantly celebrates familiar
sounds.

On the road, the band remain active
collaborators: they recently toured
with Boom Crash Opera and have
a string of interstate dates planned
throughout the year.

Models have continued to record,
recently releasing two EPs, GTK and
MEMO.

For anyone heading along to Archies
Creek Hotel on Sunday, January 18,
Andrew said this regional show is a
great start to the year.

Tickets are still available at www.ar-
chiescreekhotel.com.au.

entertain audiences of all ages.

The colourful cast of 30 local children is ready to

Shed in Wonthaggi.

Madagascar the Musical hits

Young performers bring Madagascar the Musical to life at the WTG

YOUR LOCAL GUIDE TO ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

the stage in Wonthaggi

WONTHAGGI Theatrical Group is pre-
senting Madagascar the Musical this Jan-
uary, brought to life by a vibrant cast of
30 local children.

Based on the much-loved DreamWorks
animated film, the show is a fast-paced,
family-friendly adventure filled with com-
edy, catchy songs, dynamic choreography
and youthful enthusiasm.

The story follows four pampered Cen-
tral Park Zoo animals Alex the lion, Marty

,
SOUTH GIPPSLAND GEMSTONE
AND LAPIDARY CLUB

GEM SHOW

Saturday January 10, 2026
10am-3pm
Middle Tarwin Hall
Tarwin Lower Rd / Middle Tarwin

MEOQ768

* Gemstones/Fossils/Minerals
* Displays -Stalls
* Demonstrations
Francene 0427 777 924

the zebra, Melman the giraffe and Glo-
ria the hippo whose predictable lives are
turned upside down when Marty dreams
of freedom beyond the zoo.

A series of comic mishaps sees the
friends unexpectedly shipwrecked on the
island of Madagascar.

Adding to the magic of the production, set
construction, costumes and makeup have
all been created and provided by dedicat-
ed local volunteers, showcasing the strong

community spirit behind the show.

With 70 per cent of the season already
sold and only 13 tickets left for opening
night, audiences are encouraged to book
quickly.

Madagascar the Musical runs from
Tuesday, January 7 to Saturday, Janu-
ary 11 at the WTG Shed, State Coal Mine
Wonthaggi.

Tickets at wtg.org.au or trybooking,
com/DHNOU

Send
your:

If you're having a
21st, club function,
wedding, or other
social event, take
some photos, name
the people in the
snaps and email to
news@sgst.com.au

Sentinel-Times

It won't cost a cent to see them in pripnt!
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WONTHAGGI THEATRICAL GROUP PRESENTS

r

7" to 11* January 2026
WONTHAGGI STATE COAL MINE

Book by

DD V4
DAGASLAR

Kevin Del Aguila

Tickets at www.wtg.org.au
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George Noriega
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WHAT’S ON

YOUR LOCAL GUIDE TO ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

The Teskey Brothers. Photo: Ian Laidlaw

Teskey Brothers headline Ocean
Sounds on Churchill Island

THE stellar line-up with The Teskey
Brothers, The Presets, Thelma Plum,
Steph Strings, plus more will take centre
stage on Churchill Island on Saturday,
January 10, for the ninth Ocean Sounds
festival, with gates opening at noon.

This annual event kicks off summer ear-
ly with patrons devouring gourmet food
and local wines while the summer sun
softly sets over the ocean, and a line-up
of musicians share their tracks live - get
ready to sing along with some of Austra-
lia’s most iconic live acts!

The Ocean Sounds bus is a sustain-
able and safe way to travel to and from
Churchill Island, but booking is limited.
Bus routes can be found on socials and
online.

Final tickets are available, and for the
first time, enjoy a two or three-course
sit-down dinner overlooking the festival.
The menu will be crafted by and served by
chefs from the hatted restaurant, Pialligo

School Holiday Fun for all Ages

HOBBY HORSE

JUMP DAYS

Thursday January
8 & 15, 2026
10-12pm
Sanders Pavilion
Korumburra Show Grounds

CA-LLLOIN

Friendly participation
for all confidence levels
Pevventad supewision ab all times.
Thank you to
our sponsor
A huge thank you to the Korumburra
A&P Society for kindly donating the

Sanders Pavilion to host this event
for the community to enjoy

LB -
=
= i

Y

Estate by Create Catering, with a choice
of entree, main course and dessert. Again,
seats are limited, a valid Ocean Sounds
Festival ticket is required to attend the
dinner.

Otherwise, the food and wine lineup has
a vast range to choose from or pre-order
a grazing box from Graze Farm to Plate;
boxes available for one to two people, up
to five to seven people.

Founder and director Aidan McLaren
said he’s really excited about this lineup.

The Teskey Brothers, Sam and Josh
Teskey, along with their eight-piece band,
will headline the 2026 concert series and
share their unique blend of blues, rock
and folk sound with Phillip Island.

The headline acts are joined by Play-
lunch, Holly Hebe, The Foxy Junes and a
special performance from Millowl Dream-
ing.

Final release tickets are available at
oceansoundsfestival.com.au for all ages.

Phone 0433 450 223 Email jumpinghorseclub@mail.com 0

e
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KldS will be able to jump into hobby horse fun during the school hohdays at

Sanders Pavilion, Korumburra.

Hobby horse jumping trots into
Korumburra

KIDS who are keen to burn off some
school holiday energy can saddle up
in Korumburra without needing a real
horse, with a hobby horse jumping event
taking place at Sanders Pavilion next
month.

Jumping Horse Club committee mem-
bers Tiffany Joyce and her mum Trish
Joyce are organising the sessions. They'll
be held on Wednesday, January 8 and
Wednesday, January 15 from 10am to
12pm at the Korumburra Showgrounds.

Tiffany said the idea was to create some-
thing fun and inclusive for local families,
acknowledging that real horses often
require hefty financial and time invest-
ments that many can't afford. This event
was created for kids who love horses and
want to get involved, without having to
worry about the cost and ongoing care
that comes with owning one.

"We run showjumping events and we
love it, but we decided to be more inclu-
sive in our approach," she said.

"Not everyone can afford a horse or be
able to look after one, but they still might
love horses and want to be active and just
want to get involved. It was our way to get
our club out and do our bit for the local
community. To keep kids active during
school holidays."

The setup is simple and designed to be
welcoming for first timers. Inside the pa-
vilion, organisers will have a course laid
out with numbered jumps and a marked
track to follow. Participants hold a hobby
horse and complete the course at what-
ever pace and height feels right.

Jump heights range from 30cm to
60cm, with Tiffany saying kids can
choose which jumps they are comfortable

with on the day.

"They just hold a horse on a stick, and
you just have to hold that between your
legs when you jump. You don't have to
have any special fitness or coordination
capabilities, anyone can do it," she said.

The sessions are open to a wide range of
ages, from 18 months through to teenag-
ers, with Tiffany describing it as suitable
for anyone who can walk and hold onto
something. Parents and carers must stay
and supervise and are welcome to watch.

The cost is $10 for one round or three
rounds for $20, EFTPOS only on the day.
While families can register their interest
via Jumpinghorseclub@gmail.com, Tif-
fany said people are also welcome to sim-
ply turn up.

Parking at the Korumburra Show-
grounds will be free.

Tiffany acknowledged hobby horsing is
still new in the local area, and some kids
may feel unsure at first, but that usually
fades quickly once they see others having
a go.

"It is a bit of a unique thing, it is very
new here," she said.

"So, I think some kids might feel some
apprehension of the concept initially, but
when people start doing it, we always get
other kids coming and asking if they can
join."

Participants are encouraged to wear
comfortable shoes suitable for running.

The Joyces thanked EQ Saddlery Pak-
enham for supplying the jumps, and the
Korumburra A and P Society for allow-
ing the use of Sanders Pavilion. More in-
formation is available through the Face-
book page 'JHC hobby horse and fun ring
events'.

WONTHAGGI

WEDNESDAY 1pm 3pm
THURSDAY 7pm - 9pm

Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club, 75 Graham Street
Come and join in the laughs at South Coast FM Bingo

RAFFLES * DOOR PRIZES
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Shonnay and Jax await customers at
the Inverloch carnival on New Year's

Eve, selling snow cones. A08_0126

| Wi w
Rafa and Sarah of Melbourne visit the
carnival in Inverloch on New Year's
Eve. A0O7_0126

Andrew and Alex Milwain try out
the 360-degree virtual reality racing
experience at the Stony Creek Races.
rk20_0126

_ \
Locals Gary and Karen Scott enjoy the
final evening of 2025 at the Inverloch
market before watching the New
Year's Eve fireworks. A02_0126

Pictures of you and your friends at the Inverloch carnival on
New Year's Eve, Stony Creek Races, New Year's Eve at the
Inverloch Lions Club’s Twilight Market and Woolamai Races.

Leongatha’'s Grace Van Eck and Rohan
Verma take it easy at the Inverloch
market before checking out the
fireworks. A03_0126

Kim of Tarwin enjoys New Year’s Eve
in Inverloch, holding Milani. A04_0126

o in the winners’ circle at

Maddison Morris after she piloted

1 ] . . buCk'S arty grou
Wi 1712 : Dog Plate’, named after the groom,

Woolamai on Sat.ur.day wi
Magnardo to a win in Race

Aidan Franetic (centre).

[] []
Sentinel-Times
>>> ORDER THESE AND OTHER PHOTOS 5672 1888

Chloe, Tom and Vanessa of
Melbourne visit the Inverloch Lions
Club’s Twilight Market on New Year's
Eve. AO5 0126

visitors  Enjoying their day at the Woolamai
Race on Saturday was this Korumburra
group of friends Kelley, Ellie, Leila,
Jayla, Belle and Anika.

Peninsula

Mornington
Micheal, Pia, Jacob and Mahli relax at
the evening market in Inverloch on
New Year's Eve. A0O6_0126

Across from the Mornington Peninsula
for a day at the races at Woolamai
on Saturday were Colin and Margot
Murphy and Geoff and Jan Hankinson.
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Darby Cripps and Gracie show off
their face painting at the Stony Creek
Races. rk21_0126

Charlie from Yarraville

Counsel
enjoyed a pony ride while visiting the
Stony Creek Races. rk22_0126

Trev Thompson and Dave Manning of
The Times from Phillip Island perform
at the Stony Creek Races. rk23_0126

Riley from Melbourne enjoyed
shooting some hoops at the Stony
Creek Races. rk24_0126

Shayne Ashurst, Chloe Brown, Lillian
and Phoenix had horse Lance Rebel
running in the second race. rk25_0126

It was a family day at the Woolamai
Races on Saturday for Steve, Emma,
Will and Immy of Phillip Island.
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Dark essence putin beer
to make porter (6)

23 Henry Vlll's wives 2 and
4 and 6 last - that's
appropriate... (5)

...50, as such, at odds on
reflection (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6
1 Fantastic story told by Spooner's
racey Miss? (5,4)
6 Openings in ears freeze (5) 9
9 1-across's cooking got her into
dried dill... (6,3,6,4)
10 ...- aVietnamese staple in tidy
bowls (for spread by Mary, it's
said) (7) 10
11 One slice from a loaf is hardly
foolish! (6)
13 Sully from British Premier
Division (4)
14 Adirector's cut to Crucible (10) 13
16 Once, the third stroke - by one
golf narrative - anguished late
beginners (4,6)
20 See 9-across 16
22 (Cake entry takes gold... (6)
24 ..at'Tea'laid occasionally by
Queen's Studio (7)
26 Hotel lost nothing embracing dock
in a greens salad for 1-across (6,3,6)
27 Number is 'around 10'. Before 20
went missing! (5)
28 Song follows Harrison's original, .
with Yoko and Ringo's intro as
gestures of appreciation (9)
1 Degenerate AFL lot? (4,2,4) .
2 Attheir best doing Year 12?7 (2,3,4)
3 Chicken's call nothing on cow's,
right? (6)
4 Acrosscut(7) 12 1-across, in 107 New 17 Features of land and air, 21
5 Lasttee?(7) Dalmatians opening, seen and rarely empty
6 Sore point (between player agents, before ‘0ld’ version all 7)
industry heads and football union over (10) 18 Good odds placed on
leaders) at the forefront (7) 15 She sings with others populist Centrists as hot
7  Disturbs Windsors' broadcast? (5) and others recoil, oddly favourite in Hungary (7) 25
8 Wise move, of first senator into rattled (9) 19 1-across and a boy do
leadership in a long while (4) lead-in (7)
No. 303 No. 312

Each number corresponds to a letter of the alphabet. Two have been filled in
for you, can you work out the rest?

Fantasy story for children (5,4)
Openings - in skin, say (5)

A 1-across (6,3,6,4)

Disease - spread by Mary, it's said (7)
Foolish, clumsy (6)

Sully (v), flaw (n) (4)

An Italian film director (10)

'The third stroke', on the phone
once (4,6)

See 9-across

French cake (6)

Artist's studio (7)

A 1-across (6,3,6)

20 by 3 (5)

Payments as gestures of
appreciation (9)

10
11
13
14
16

20
22
24
26
27
28

Degenerate, dilapidate (4,2,4)
At their best (2,3,4)

'Chicken'; also, a colour (6)
Cut, shorten (7)

Last, furthest (7)

Sore (7)

Disturbs, stirs (5)

Wise (4)

A 1-across (10)

She sings with others (9)
Features of land, as viewed (7)
Hungarian dish (7)

A 1-across (7)

Porter, carrier (6)
Appropriate, add

So, therefore, like this (4)

2612 | PUZZLES AND PAGINATION © pagemusters

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from 1to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical columns, each
of the nine horizontal rows and each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Remember, no number can occur more than
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1. Which philosopher wrote 6. Asquare knot is more
Thus Spoke Zarathustra? commonly known by what
2. Which 1950 drama film name?
starring Anne Baxter won 7. Which newspaper format
six Oscars? is The New York Times?
3. Which letterin the 8. Which US band won a
phonetic alphabet is also Grammy Award for the
a country? 1999 single Guerrilla
4. Whatis the more common Radio?
name for the tibia? 9. What aquatic sport is also
5. Sarah Michelle Gellar known as Octopush?
(pictured) stars in the film 10. In which state or territory is

adaptation of which Paulo
Coelho novel?

the Great Otway National
Park?
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Cowes home with bonus unit heads to auction [REEFIIE
A SPACIOUS family home with a self- schools and parks. a separate bedroom and bathroom, ideal
contained rear unit hits the auction block ~ The main residence features a generous for guests, teenagers or rental income. 10 Rogan Close, Cowes
in Cowes on Saturday, January 24. master bedroom with ensuite, well-pro-  Alex Scott & Staff Cowes are handling ~Auction Sat, 24 Jan at 12 noon
The property at 10 Rogan Close sits portioned living spaces, modern kitchen the sale, with auction at noon. Agent Alex Scott & Staff
on a 605 square metre block in a quiet and plenty of natural light. Contact 5952 2633 to arrange a private !

: o . ; . . Cowes Office 5952 2633
neighbourhood close to local amenities, The self-contained unit at the rear offers inspection.

alexscott.com.au

ALEX SCOTT

AND STAFF

AUCTION

Saturday, January 17 at 2pm on site
198 Thompson Avenue, Cowes

A

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS: DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL AWAITS ON A PRIME 3200m? SITE!

Don’t miss this genuine offering from a genuine vendor! arrangements while planning. « Flexibility: Live in one, rent the other, or rent both while securing
This expansive 3200 m? site presents a huge development potential  * Each home boasts: Three spacious bedrooms. future approvals.
in a highly sought-after location. A rare and exciting prospect for  « An additional study/office, perfect for remote work or a fourth  This is an opportunity too big to miss! With two substantial homes
developers, investors, or those seeking an extensive landholding bedroom conversion. already in place on this enormous block, the potential for future
with significant future upside. The Investment Upside: capital growth and development yield is truly outstanding. Act now
Key Features & Current Infrastructure: * Future Development Potential: Leverage the significant land size  to secure this prime development site!
e Massive Land Size: A substantial 3200 m?2 parcel ripe for for potential multi-unit development, townhouses, or subdivision.  Note: All future development, subdivision, and changes in land use
redevelopment. * Immediate Income Stream: Utilise the existing two homes for are Subject to Council Planning Approval. Prospective buyers are
« Existing Improvements: The property features two large, brick rental income, offsetting holding costs while you navigate the  encouraged to conduct their own due diligence regarding planning
homes, providing immediate rental income or flexible living planning process. and zoning regulations.
CONTACT COWES: .
Greg Price 0419 337 441 g
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Spectacular views in

PERFECTLY located just five minutes from
the township of Mirboo North and elevated
to capture spectacular views, this beautifully
presented contemporary home sits on a love-
ly 2.9 acre allotment.

With stunning gardens, excellent shedding
and an impressive home ideal for the grow-
ing family, the entertainer or the tradesper-
son with plenty of machinery, it offers a life-
style hard to beat.

The captivating outlook is complemented
by established trees, landscaped gardens,
raised veggie boxes, grapevines, a chook
house and everything needed to enjoy a sus-
tainable lifestyle.

The three-bedroom home includes a mas-
ter suite with walk-in robe and ensuite, and
an expansive open-plan kitchen, dining and
living area designed for family living,

The renovated kitchen features quality ap-
pliances, a functional walk-in pantry and a
huge breakfast bar.

The dining area opens onto a lovely under-
cover alfresco space overlooking the saltwa-
ter and chlorinated pool that is easy to main-
tain.

The light-filled north-facing living area has
wood heating supported by ducted heating
and cooling,

Additional features include solar panels
and double glazing,

Excellent shedding provides storage, plus
there is an additional studio and workshop.

An undercover double carport offers direct
access into the home. The property is subdi-
vided into two paddocks, perfect for a pony
or running some livestock.

The property at 228 Fullertons Road is for
sale for $1,250,000. Contact Kellie Thomas
on 0438 647 449 to arrange an inspection.

Nutrien Harcourts Leongatha

228 Fullertons Road, Mirboo North
For Sale $1,250,000
Agent Nutrien Harcourts

Kellie Thomas 0438 647 449
kellie.thomas@nh.com.au
* Approximately

47 Bair Street (03) 5662 2292

nutrien.harcourts.net/au/office/leongatha

$950,000

FOR SALE

« Updated kitchen, fully fenced spacious backyard.
« Generous 835m? block close to CBD.

$560,000

e

FISH CREEK
Immaculate Presentation!

=3

$1,150,000

LEONGATHA &= 46w 1M@12 MORWELL KORUMBURRA

Montville Fantastic Investment Rural Living - Town Boundary

« Elegant 1913-14 federation home on a spacious block.  « Solid brick 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom unit. « Solid BV Home on approx. 1.48 acres. Barry Redmond
« Period charm, modern kitchen, renovated bathroom. « Light, bright and well presented. « Established gardens, chook house. Director / Estate Agent
« Immaculate gardens, and excellent shedding. « Close to schools, shops, and public transport. « Town water, lock up shed. 0477622 292

LEONGATHA E3ml@2 WOOREEN =53 @12 PORTFRANKLIN =32 @5 .
Great Investment Property Stunning Property Impeccably Presented! Kellie Thomas

- . . . . Licensed Estate Agent
« Generous bedrooms all with built in robes. « 36 acres with mature gardens, 15km from Leongatha. « 2-storey home with resort-style bathrooms and kitchen. 0438 647 449

-2 @2
« Approx. 3 acres with stunning gardens and rural views.

» Open-plan living, large master suite, study/4th bedroom.
« Modern comforts throughout plus town water and solar.

COMING SOON

\|
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——

E3m1@2

E32

$722 $950,000

FOR SALE

T
2

H g

« Plus self-contained one-bedroom second dwelling.
« Dam, large machinery shed, double lock-up shed.

$1,600,000

« Spacious open-plan living, alfresco and built-in BBQ.
«30m shed with rumpus room, kitchenette, powder room.

$995,000

i | ALy

E3m2@2

Monique Wightman
=32 @2 Marketing &Administration
(03) 5662 2292

LEONGATHA
Lovely Outlook!

« Quality-built brick home with master ensuite and WIR.
« North-facing living, spacious kitchen with breakfast bar.
« Double lock-up garage and peaceful rural outlook.

$759,000

FOSTER
‘Fuller Downs’

« Exceptional grazing, approx. 382 Acres in 2 titles.
« Fully renovated home & a fully self-contained bungalow.
« Farm in excellent condition with great amenities.

Expressions of Interest

HM12808-V14
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ON THE LAND

China tariff threat looms over beef exports

AUSTRALIAS beef industry stands to
lose $1 billion under new Chinese tariffs
that will slug exporters 55 per cent once
quota limits are exceeded.

Beef Central reports that the treatment
of various countries servicing the China
market is inconsistent, with Australia to
be worse off than some others.

Federal Nationals Leader David Lit-
tleproud labelled China’s decision as “ex-
tremely disappointing”, with Cattle Aus-
tralia warning of the billion-dollar hit.

While there will be no tariff on Austra-
lian beef entering China until the trigger
level is reached, Beef Central illustrates
that different quota quantities have been
set according to which country beef is
coming from.

For the first year of the new arrange-
ment, from January 1, 2026 to Decem-
ber 31, 2026, Australia has a quota of
205,000 tonnes, having exported just
short of 250,000 tonnes in 2025 up to the
end of November.

In contrast, Uruguay’s quota for 2026
has been set at 324,000 tonnes, the na-
tion having exported 188,000 tonnes of
beef to China for 2025 up to November.

Brazil, the largest exporter of beef to
China has a substantial quota of 1.106
million tonnes for the first year, albeit that
is only 80 per cent of last year’s beef ship-
ments to China from that source.

Argentina has been set a first year quo-
ta of 511,000 tonnes, having shipped
435,000 tonnes of beef to China last year.

“Despite having by far the largest im-
pact on China’s domestic beef industry
through sheer volume, South American
exporters have been heavily favoured in
the safeguard measures,” Beef Central
argues.

By Andrew Paloczi

China’s recent tariff announcement fol-
lows the country’s year-long investigation
into imported beef and its impact on Chi-
na’s domestic beef industry.

MLA Managing Director Michael Crow-
ley noted “Australia has consistently en-
gaged with China throughout their inves-
tigation process, making clear at every
opportunity that our exports are not the
cause of any alleged injury to China’s do-
mestic beef sector.”

The organisation has expressed its dis-
appointment on behalf of Australia’s red
meat industry and reminded China of
Australia’s position as a trusted free trade
partner.

“Importantly, MLA will continue to work
with industry and trade partners to ac-
tively promote Australian red meat in Chi-
na, ensuring we remain well-positioned to
capitalise on our strong reputation,” Mr
Crowley said.

The organisation will also continue
working closely with the Australian Gov-
ernment.

Despite acknowledging the new tariff
threat applies to other countries as well
as Australia, Mr Littleproud linked Chi-
na’s announcement to what he called an-
other failure on behalf of Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese and his Government.

Mr Albanese declared that Australian
officials are communicating with their
Chinese counterparts and advocating for
Australian industry, but argued the nation
is not being singled out, saying “This is a
general position that China has put.”

China’s newly announced tariffs will ap-
ply for at least three years with the quotas
increasing annually.

Australian beef exports to China are set to be negatively impacted by hefty new
tariffs that apply once quotas are exceeded. A25 0126
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AND STAFF /(’ LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENTS,
== PROPERTY MANAGERS, AUCTIONEERS
Est. 1886 www.alexscott.com.au
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Livestock Sales
KORUMBURRA FOSTER
David Ryan 0408 311 895  Dick Faulkner 0408 595 174
LEONGATHA Brian Vuillermin WONTHAGGI 0429 436 040
Dane Perczyk - Livestock Manager 0408 176 063 R, OuId - Livestock Manager 0408 595 183
Jack Curtis 0427762670 payid Holden 0428 749 390
' . WARRAGUL Alan Bolding PAKENHAM 0419 723 255
Neil Darby - Livestock Manager 0418595265 pavid Setches - Livestock Manager 0409 443 473
Terry Ahearn 0438562816  Glenn Barwick 0408 975 476
Jordan Sim 0448 058 435  Morgan Croucher 0457 001 877
Mark Malacarne 0418 654 590 Tim Gibson 0420 306 599
Georgie Snell 0417 100 657 Imogen Price 0417 225 498
Real Estate Sales
KORUMBURRA LEONGATHA MELBOURNE LAND
Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898 Andrew Newton 0402 940 320 Matt Koster 0474 781 711
Peter D 42 244
WONTHAGGI E?nﬁ{/ H\?Ill)tl)irrg 8422 ggg 299 _COWES
Phillip Hanley 0417 140 508 : Greg Price 0419 337 441
| Tony Giles 0407 528 192 . )

Cal Nation 0439 334163 pan Huther 0418 334 801 Brian Silver 0407 347 509
Mick Chambers 0418 349 783 Chase Watters 0423 272 819
WARRAGUL

GRANTVILLE
Angus Hall 0466 326 487 Alan Steenholdt 0409 423 822 . V!ENUS BAY
PAKENHAM Daniel Lawrie 0417 631 252
INVERLOCH ) Sue Lawrie 0419 885 489
Marni Lee Redmond 0403 525 413 Tom Giibson 0438 574 472
BERWICK LANG LANG KOO WEE RUP 8
Tom Gibson 0438574 472  Scott McKenzie ~ 0427 552 898 Angus Hall 0466 326 487 =
SUCCESS THROUGH SERVICE

Nutrien’s Kev Clark and farmer Neil Couper of Willawa Grazing are pleased
with the prices Mr Couper’s cattle fetched at Monday’s female feature sale in

Leongatha A40 0126

Leongatha female sale
small, but prices good

WHILE cattle numbers at Monday’s
annual feature female sale in Leongatha
were again down, as has been the trend
in recent years, there was some good
quality on offer with those sellers the
Sentinel-Times chatted to happy with the
prices achieved.

Nutrien South Gippsland Livestock’s
Terry Ginnane kicked off proceedings,
with the first pens sold under Regional
Livestock Exchanges (RLX) ownership of
the Leongatha Saleyards being cow and
calf combinations from Foster-based
Willawa Grazing, being the annual draft
from Neil and Anette Couper.

“Once again they've done an outstanding
job,” Mr Ginnane said, describing the calves
as “absolute crackers”, those animals being
by Hazelwood and McIndoe bulls.

The eight heifer and calf combinations
sold first up made $3,700 a pair, another
nine Willawa mothers and calves getting
$3,300, and a further nine making $3,250.

Ten joined Willawa heifers weighing 561

ELECTRIC FENCE
ENERGIZER
REPAIRS

Paul Vassil
(Formerly Vassil Electronics)
38 Lower Gordon St, Korumburra

0408 515 184

— PRELIMINARY NOTICE -
MAJOR MACHINERY & SUNDRIES

CLEARING SALE

Friday, January 23
at9.30am

A/c Antrim Park
S & J LOUGHRIDGE
‘PROPERTY SOLD’
24 Invermay Rd West, Ripplebrook

nutrien
Ag Solutions*
f' rasew =i et LT
For further details contact:
Michael Robertson 0484 041 653
Matt Loughridge 0419 446152

JA23713

24 | TUESDAY, JANUARY 6,2026 | SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES

By Andrew Paloczi

kilos achieved $3,350, being snapped up
by Nutrien SGLs Eddie Hams for a cli-
ent, while Nutrien’s Brian McCormack
did likewise with a pen of 11 joined Wil-
lawa heifers weighing 515 kilos.

All up, Willawa Grazing sold 26 cows
and calves and 40 springer heifers.

“We were happy with today’s results,”
Mr Couper said, the Coupers having al-
ready joined another 50 heifers for next
year’s Leongatha female sale.

“There’s enough profit in it for us to
feel that it’s still worthwhile doing; other-
wise we'd be fattening these heifers and
selling them as fat heifers, so we've got to
get enough over their meat value to make
it worthwhile joining and calving them,”
Mr Couper explained.

The Coupers’ livestock agent, Kev
Clark of Nutrien SGL was also pleased
with the outcome, noting the secret is
trying to buy bulls with a bit of shape,
such as Hazelwood Angus.

“It's worth paying a little more for your
bulls,” Mr Couper remarked, albeit they
are affordable local bulls.

A healthy supply of repeat buyers bought
the Willawa cattle offered on Monday.

“These were raised out of our dairy
herd at Foster and we move them over
to Dumbalk and join them there,” Mr
Couper said, adding he and Anette have
been doing so for about eight years.

Livestock agents were kept busy
throughout the sale, buying cattle for lo-
cal clients.

Another Nutrien SGL agent, Stuart
Jenkin, spoke of the prices fetched by
Korumburra cattle from his son Jamie
Jenkin and from Chris Amor, each of
whom sold joined heifers.

“We were pleased with the sale,” Mr
Jenkin said, Mr Amor’s seven joined
Angus heifers having made $3,450 each
and Jamie’s joined Black Baldy heifers
fetching $3,250 each.

Only between 220 and 230 cattle were
at this year’s female sale, down from
about 800 last year, and around 2,000
head about five years ago.

Asked about the declining numbers,
Mr Clark attributed the trend to the min-
iscule number of vealers in the market
these days, with people electing to get out
of that area and into straight beef cows
due to a lack of financial rewards for per-
sisting with vealers.

When vealers are ready to go, they
must be sold promptly regardless of the
price at the time.



Koorooman-based Lesters
happy with hay production

WHILE spring grass growth started
slowly, rain and sunshine kicked in for
Koorooman beef farming family, the Lest-
ers, enabling hay to be baled at the usual
time over the Christmas period.

Rhonda Lester explained that extra pad-
docks had to be locked up for hay this sea-
son after challenging conditions saw last
season’s hay supply exhausted, exorbitant
hay prices leading Ms Lester to borrow
hay from her father.

With grass growth eventually catching up
after being about a month behind at one
stage, and the family teaming up to get the
job done, around 1,000 5x4 bales were
produced this season.

That will put hay in an extra shed com-
pared to last season and enable Ms Les-
ter’s dad to receive the bales owing,

With the family’s cattle locked out of
more paddocks this season, Ms Lester’s
husband Warren was able to provide suffi-
cient grazing opportunities for the herd on
various properties, the spring feed having
come on and some animals being sold.

“Because the other blocks are quite hilly,
we just make hay on the home block,” Ms
Lester said.

The Lesters finished baling on December
30, daughter Sophie who also works at the
Leongatha saleyards and is committed to
a career in agriculture, busy doing the rak-
ing, Mr Lester cutting and baling,

“The other two girls, Chelsea and Tayla
had a go at raking for the first time,” Ms
Lester said of the expanding family work-
force.

The weather proved OK for cutting and
baling,

“Warren cut on some dampish days but
the grass was mature and we knew fine
weather was following, so it dried out al-
right and has been nice and dry to bale,”
Ms Lester said, noting there was some
prior checking of the barometer.

While the Lesters have heard from other
farmers of damage to grass caused by pest
caterpillars known as armyworms, the
family were fortunate to discover no such
damage despite finding some of the pests.

Overall, it's been a productive hay sea-
son for many farmers locally.

Ms Lester has heard some people saying
they are planning to buy hay but doesn’t
believe there’s that much available.

“I think people are replenishing their
own,” she said, expecting many to hang
onto their supplies.

The Lesters focus entirely on hay, having
done silage for milking cows in the past
but with silage not fitting into their pro-
gram these days.

With the operation relying on spring calv-
ing, grass usually caters to much of the
feed needs for the cattle, with hay available
during winter.
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Hay work goes on recently at the Lester property in Koorooman

Phelan & Henderson & Co.

Specialists in Livestock
and Rural Real Estate sales

« Operating at VLE Leongatha
« Auctions Plus sales
« Direct and private
sales of Livestock
» Personal professional service

HM12728

Simon Henderson 0428 740 750
Jake Anthony 0467 297 794
David Phelan 0429 050 349

Kil H+he WEED
Plant the SEED
Grow the FEED

-

FASTRAK DRONES

For sale Friesian jersey cross heifers,
PTIC to jersey bulls, to calf May,
June, July - $1,870 inc GST

v/ more EXPORT ORDERS
v/ more LIFESTOCK OPTIONS

v/ more MONEY IN YOUR POCKET
v/ more LOYALTY & BETTER SERVICE

ABS Direct: Cattle processed from Friday to Friday

LIVESTOCK RATES

250+ kc/pw

200 0 249
160 1 199 $7.80
120 w0 159 $5.20

BULLS PLEASE CALL
FOR A BOOKING

$7.80
$7.80

BEN BOULTON 0488 445 467
Il OFFICE: 0429 445 461 www.wellingtonlivestock.net

Don’t be afraid of a new challenge
says Toora farmer Marcus Casey

By Andrew Paloczi

TOORAS Marcus Casey enjoys being a
beef farmer, also thriving in his career as
an aircraft engineer.

He worked in the Middle East for 10
years prior to COVID, being employed by
Etihad Airways, then returning to Mel-
bourne where he did contract work at the
airport.

“I always loved aeroplanes,” he said of
his motivation to reskill at age 40 to break
into the aircraft engineering field, seizing
an opportunity in Brisbane offered by the
Queensland Government.

Mr Casey had aspirations to earn
enough in the Middle East to buy a farm,
now sharing 100 acres in Toora with
partner Cecilia who is an engineer in the
construction industry, the land bought 10
years ago.

Originally from Melbourne’s Kew, Mr
Casey’s parents had a hobby farm in the
Macclesfield area in the Dandenongs.

That encouraged him to study at Lon-
gerenong Agricultural College, qualifying
in Agricultural Science, eventually finding
a long-term role with a major Dutch veg-
etable seed company prior to redundancy
and choosing to reskill as an aircraft en-
gineer.

Mr Casey and Cecilia run 50 to 60 head
of cattle in Toora, with a focus on pas-
ture improvement along with selecting
animals with good bloodlines, Mr Casey
crediting local livestock agent and friend
Simon Henderson with being helpful.

The cattle are largely sold direct to AMG
in Dandenong through Mr Henderson,
with most of the meat exported to the
North American market.

“So, we usually buy everything at the
market here, then sell direct over the

hook,” Mr Casey said at the final Leon-
gatha Store Sale run by the VLE.

The Toora farm was run down when Mr
Casey and Cecilia bought it, with work
taking place since to improve it.

Those improvements included getting
weeds under control, the likes of ragwort
initially holding sway.

There was plenty of physical labour in-
volved, the couple having continued to
work in their engineering capacities as
well.

Marcus Casey encourages others to
pursue their passions, having relished
his careers in agriculture and as an
aircraft engineer AO1_0126

VLE - LEONGATHA

STORE SALE
3000 carme 3000

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 2026 - Starting at 9am

PLEASE NOTE: 4PM WEDNESDAY CURFEW APPLIES

GROWN STEERS

A/c DGA Douglas, Woodstock (ELDERS)
30 Angus steers, 20-24 mths, Northeast Vic. bred,
GF & ABF

WEANERS & YEARLINGS MIXED SEX

A/c The Ridge Pastoral, Rosedale (ELDERS)

200 Angus mixed sex yearlings, ‘Bowman Angus
Genetics” weaned, GF & ABF

A/c Becxon Agriculture P/L, Shady & Brandy Creek
(ELDERS)

200 Angus mixed sex weaners, ‘Bowman Genetics
Angus Blood’, weaned, GF & ABF

A/c Kathwal Farm, Pakenham South (ELDERS)

150 Angus mixed sex yearlings, weaned

50 Hereford mixed sex yearlings, weaned

‘Bowman & Wattlewood Angus Blood’, GF & ABF
A/c Riverslea Pastoral P/L, Riverslea. (ELDERS)
170 Angus mixed sex weaners, ‘Hazeldean Angus
Blood’, GF & ABF

A/c R & S Williams, ‘Carra Falls’ Carrajung South.
(ELDERS)

120 Angus mixed sex weaners, ‘By West Creek Angus
Bulls ex Cherry Mont Bred cows’, GF & ABF

A/c E.J, G.G, M.G & R Bates, ‘Maida Vale’ Mountain
View (ELDERS)

100 Angus mixed sex yearlings, weaned, ‘Bred By Al
Hazeldean Genetics’, GF & ABF

A/c Allen Angus, Rosedale (ELDERS)

90 Angus mix sex weaners, 10-14 mths, weaned,
VB, GF & ABF, NE Accred

A/c Merristock P/L, Woodstock (ELDERS)

70 Angus mixed sex weaners, weaned, ‘Kelly Angus
Blood’, GF & ABF

A/c G & L Bennett, Trafalgar (ELDERS)

60 Angus mixed sex weaners, ‘By Al Newground Bull

S
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& Zeely Angus Bulls’, weaned, GF & ABF

A/c Parker Amber P/L, Krowera (ELDERS)

60 Angus mixed sex weaners, ‘By Bowman &
Wattlewood Angus Bulls’, weaned, GF & ABF

A/c G. Sas, Glengarry (ELDERS)

50 Angus steer weaners, ‘Leawood Angus Blood’
weaned, GF & ABF

A/c Willurah Park P/L, Harkaway (ELDERS)

50 Angus mixed sex weaners, “Al Bred to Millah
Murrah Rembrandt”, weaned, GF & ABF

A/c C. Martell, Darnum (ELDERS)

60 Angus mixed sex weaners, ‘Bowman Angus Blood’,
weaned, GF & ABF

A/c G. Burley, Jindivick (ELDERS)

60 Angus mixed sex, 12-14 mths, ‘Bowman Angus
Blood’, weaned, GF & ABF

A/c J. McCarthy, Longwarry, (ELDERS)

40 Angus Char X mixed sex weaners, weaned, GF &
ABF

A/c Meljar Pty Ltd, Ruby (ELDERS)

25 Black Baldy mix sex weaners, Harris blood X Yalgoo
blood cows, 14 mths, weaned. NE Accred.

10 Hereford steers, Ponderosa and Mawarra blood,
14 mths, weaned, NE Accred

A/c G. Schukraft, Childers (ELDERS)

30 Char X mixed sex weaners, weaned, GF & ABF
A/c Leighwood Farms, Woodside (ELDERS)

30 Murray Grey Speckle x mix sex weaners, 8 mths,
GF & ABF

A/c M. Brady, Tyers (ELDERS)

20 Angus steer weaners, ‘Bowman Angus blood’,
GF & ABF

A/c L. Bond, Seaview (ELDERS)

17 Char X mixed sex weaners. weaned, GF & ABF

G & J Tuckett, Woodside (ELDERS)

10 Angus Steers, 10mths, weaned, Landfall blood,
VB, GF & ABF, NE Acc

5655 1133 5941 4666
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Volunteers collect 27kg of rubbish from Cowes foreshore

WILDLIFE Coast Cruises led
a community cleanup of Cowes
last week, scheduled for the
summer peak season after the
New Year celebrations, a com-
munity event sponsored by
Wildlife Coast Cruises and Phil-
lip Island Nature Parks.

Environmental officers of
Wildlife Coast Cruises, Mika
and Georgia, led the cleanup,
setting up a hub on the fore-
shore.

Families and school-aged chil-
dren passing by donated their
time to collect rubbish from
along the Cowes foreshore,
main street and nearby points
such as Erehwon Point and

Mussel Rocks.

“We basically covered the en-
tire foreshore around the near-
by carparks,” said Mika.

“We didn’t get a lot of partici-
pants, but people were really
passionate and spent quite a bit
of time in the heat to look for
rubbish around town, in the
bushes and on the beach.”

Organisers weighed every bag
returned to the hub to track
results and recycle properly,
weighing in a total of 27.61kg of
waste in an hour and a half.

Eighty litres of landfill, 65 li-
tres of bottles and cans, five
litres of organic waste and 20
litres of paper and cardboard.

“It was great to have support
from local businesses donat-
ing prizes and supporting the
event,” said Mika.

“Not many people want to
donate their time picking up
rubbish on holidays which is
understandable, so it was won-
derful to have support from
Phillip Island Nature Parks,
Phillip Island Tenpin Bowling
and Entertainment Centre, Phil-
lip Island Sauna, San Remo
Fisherman's Co-op, Field Phil-
lip Island, Cowes Coastcare and
Wildlife Coast Cruises donating
vouchers for participants to go
into a draw and win a few local
prizes.

It was a great incentive for
participation.”

The event was coordinated with
support from the Bass Coast
Shire Council, which provided
waste vouchers to allow for cost-
free disposal of collected rubbish.

“Georgia was a key driver of
the event, and we coordinated it
together.

Last year it was held in Sep-
tember, but it was great to hold
it after the New Year period,
where we collected cans, ciga-
rette butts and glow sticks,”
said Mika.

“We look forward to running
more local clean-ups in the fu-
ture.”

Mika and Georgia, Wildlife
Coast Cruises.

TRADESX;SERVICES

AIR CONDITIONING

SAVE UP TO $5,000
WHEN YOU REPLACE YOUR

Ask us how!

HM11363

¢ miTsuBISHI
A ELECTRIC
DIAMOND DEALER
SALE, INSTALLATION
& REPAIR
o/ citytocoastair.com

B s 0400 001 465

AIR CONDITIONING

PDAIKIN

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

COASTAL

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

@ Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

HM6629

AU22840

BUILDER

Renovating your bathroom?
We specialise in bathroom
renovations and general
carpentry.

LB1093

David Cowan
Builder

0425 811 443

Reg. DB-L71510

CoWAN

BUILDER

VANDERMEER & SONS

Over 25 years experience

Bathrooms a speciality
* Decking * Concrete retainer walls ¢ Kitchens
* Bathrooms - Plastering ¢ Painting
* Pergolas * Renovations
* Doors & window installation ¢ Built-in robes
PAUL VANDERMEER
Mobile: 0427 750 568
FREE QUOTES

V0124

CARPENTER

FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY
AND MAINTENANCE NEEDS

BASS COAST

TRENT 0434 557 936

1 Bass Coast Carpentry & Maintenance

CARPET CLEANING
Bt

« Carpets * Tiles ¢ Cars
.* Upholstery « Mattressesw.—
Reasonable rates and friendly service.

HM13143

HM6631

0400 907 201

Call David Britt today

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

#r Bass Coast

$2HVAC

Heating & A/C install and maintenance
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
Nick 0421 170 827

nick(@basscoasthvac.com.au

JA21755

ASPHALTING

ASPHALT

Schoolgrounds, Driveways
Carparks & repairs

Mike Rowley 0411 412 707

66 Nardoo Street, Cape Paterson 3995

HM6568

BOOKKEEPING

J L BAS &
BOOKKEEPING
SOLUTIONS

BAS Agent
26280606

Julie Appleyard
0429 425 252
info@jlbbs.com.au

Xero Advisor

rA, SCHMIDTBUILDERS

TRADITIONAL QUALITY CARPENTRY
Specialising in: ® Extensions
® Renovations ® New Homes
Decks & Pergolas
e Stairs-Internal & External
e Private Jetties ® Retaining Walls

Adam Schmidt 0418 139 352

ABN 75092084574
aschmidtbuilders@bigpond.com

V0088

BUILDER

Beachley Constructions

Trusted Local Family Builders
Commercial & Domestic
New Builds & Renovations
In-house design advice

AF0097

Phone Jessica 0418 415 151

www.beachley.construction Gz

BUILDER

wﬂmﬂ

Hrag MoCormuoack Hormes
e
™
Specialist builder of period style custom homes.

fi=

CDB-U 66015

JEN1971

0428 496 26¢

brad@bradmccormackhomes.com.au
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CARPET & TILE CLEANING

Carpet Cleaning * Tile and Grout
Upholstery * Pressure cleaning

25 years experience,
no obligation free quotes
ozziecarpetandtilecleaning@gmail.com

BOOK NOW 0438 357 736

CONCRETING

REINFORCED CONCRETE
SOUTH GIPPSLAND

For all your
concreting needs
Phone: 0447 137 009

Email:
reinforcedconcreteaustralia@gmail.com

}
IBASS COAST

CONCRETING

0491 950 640

HM9644

CURTAINS & BLINDS

dc b value in every dollar

JA19734

Il curtains [ blinds

B shutters

dollar curtains = blinds

21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi 5672 2915
www.dollarcurtainsandblinds.com.au

% outdoor

DECK RESTORATION

ﬁ'ﬁ Deck Seal

Specialists in restoration

BEFORE |
& preservation of timber decks §

E
Residential & Commercial

DINGO SERVICES

® Dingo (rubber tracks) ® 2 ton excavator
® Bucket work ® Post hole boring
® Rotary Hoe

® Trenching

Operating locally
since 2001

0408 3871722 ‘2

€ARTHMOVING & TREES

EARTH MOVING & TREES

TREVOR BUNN 0427 572 270
E: tbunn@outlook.com.au %% %k% Five star rated
MACHINERY:
* CAT326 Excavator 26 tonne
* CATD7 Bulldozer 25 tonne
* Giltrap Tip Trailers 16 tonne cap.
* MF 7615 4WD tractor with front
end loader (180 horsepower)
* Available, Large wood chipper that can
handle any size logs, alternative to burning

HM2969

AF0094

Your local electrical experts:
- New Builds & Renovations

- Switchboard Upgrades
- TV, Data & Home Networking
- Lighting Design & Installation

- Maintenance & Repairs

- Fault Finding & Fixes
- 24/7 Emergency Setrvice

JE 0412 950 720
joel@jselectricians.com.au
ELECTRICIANS \\\\\ jselectricians.com.au

@
2
<
)
=
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TRADESX;SERVICES

DIRECTORY

REC 32780

* 24/7 Emergency
Electricians

* Domestic

« Commercial

* Backup generators

* Renovations

* Undergrounds

* Switchboard upgrades

James 0402 135 292

allaboutelectricalcontracting.com.au

AF0088

ALL RBOUT

ELECTRICAL

CONTRACTING

James Dell

10 Ashenden Street
Leongatha, Vic, 3953

5662 3891
admin@gardnerelectronics.com.au

Gardner Electronics

Security/Access control « CCTV « TV
» Data/Phone * Home Theatre ¢ PA

LB0703

Bass coast 'T
HOME MAINTENANCE T2
& IMPROVEMENTS -

For all repairs and .
improvements to your home. 5
Quality workmanship at affordable prices.

Call Peter: 0466 115 776

Registered Builder - No: DB-U 4466

FI

.

medic (¥

e (ollection of clinical and related waste including sharps
e Servicing ALL washroom related products
- Sanitary units, nappy units
- Air freshener units, W/C & urinal deep cleans
* FREE clinical and related waste audits Servicing all of

. identia i iice  Victoria and Southern
Confidential document disposal service Now Sonth Wolos

Phone:1800 medico (1800 633 426)

www.medicoservices.com.au 100% Australian owned and operated

HYGIENE SERVICES
WASTE DISPOSAL

B0700

6

PICTURE FRAMING

Artlite framing

CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING LEONGATHA

« Artworks « Photos

» Posters « Float Frames
« Jerseys and Objects

0 Phone Angela 0418 360 988
= angela@picframing.com

ME0627

Gape Paterson Plumbing

Paul Macdermid
* Domestic
* Maintenance
* Renovations
0409 744 891
5674 4801 Lic no. 48525

AF0062

/e I S

APOLLO TILING

WALL & FLOOR
WATERPROOFING & SCREEDING

& Presiding Qeelly Sorvee &

Servicing Nyora, Loch and Korumburra

steve 0425 815 764

AC0731

|

* Free Quotes.

* Qualified Arborist

e
and Fully Insured.
* Over 10 years

BEEs‘ffniEs :
1 expertise.

* Firewood Sales
* Tree care and advice * Pruning
* Removal * Mulching « Stump grinding

CALL BRENDAN RYAN 0448169 258

V0302

EXCAVATIONS

FOR ALL YOUR
EXCAVATION NEEDS...
Site Cuts
Site Clean Ups
Driveways | Drainage

Auger | Rock Grab

L Retaining walls

BILLY HUITEMA 0458 757 062

www.bjhexcavations.com.au

FiLoOO®E
o P CIAE

& CARPET ONE
ive beautifully for les:
LET US GIVE YOU A QUOTE

carpetone.com.au
21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi
5672 2915

JA21812

GARAGES & SHEDS

— e, e
OUIBACK

GIPPSLAND
- I
Ask us about our patios.

Your local, qualified project specialist.
Permits, construction. 1st class service.

Contact Gavin 0433 902 969
www.gippslandgarages.com
FREE QUOTES Site visits subject to T&C's.

JA23310

F

VACUUM
GUTTER CLEANING

Tree Pruning & Removals | Solar Panel Cleaning
Fully insured and 20 years experience

IMPACT\

Phone Lochie
TREES & GUTTERS ' Servicing all areas HIF

0417 315 846
Vacuum Gutter Cleaning | Tree Pruning & Removals impacttg@bigpond.com

LB1002

HOME & GARDEN

Gippsland Home & Garden Maintenance

e Lawns - small acreages, large residential blocks
» Customised holiday property packages

e Seasonal fruit tree pruning /‘

o Complete bathroom reno’s

JEN1407

by qualified tradesman Yeaurs of qW’ty
« Tiling, painting, experience
pressure cleaning John 0414 917 468

Call now for a quote!

LANDSCAPING & CONCRETING
A.BLANDSCAPING

¢ Retaining Walls e Paving
e Small Brick Repairs
e Concreting e Landscaping
SMALL JOBS WELCOME

Phone Andrew 0408 822 263

LAWN MOWING
............ -

Q Call 131 546

v/ FREE QUOTES

JEN2335

‘

Jim‘s "l"-",nl‘ 3 v Fully insured
ac v Police checked
Maw,ﬂg v/ OH&S compliant

Jimi's the One | RISKFREE |

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning, hedging,
rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, weeding,
mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

MECHANICAL SALES & REPAIRS

& cFmoTa
WELSHPOOL

OUTDOORS
Ph: 03 5688 1304

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT ™%
WORKSHOP REPAIRS
ORIGIN GAS DELIVERIES ~ origin

welshpooloutdoors@bigpond.com.au
19 Main Street, Welshpool, VIC, 3966

PAINTER

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

:

SI

0 =1
MNeed it Done? v All work guaranteed %:
1

1

1

1

1

1

i

‘I

ME0288

®

LUt

Wonthaggi and
surrounding areas
FREE QUOTES™

04335 921114

PAINTER / DECORATOR

All aspects of painting

M & J PAINTING
SPECIALISING IN

®
PRE-SALE MAKEOVERS H

Commercial/Scheduled maintenance
Reliable and prompt

Call Mal 0448 101 771

LB0382

s 2 Z2Z0 0

RESTUMPING &
RELEVELLING

Restumping, levelling,
house raising and repacking,
all renovation works.

CALL 0418 506 788

Licence DBL24625

AF0090

ROOF RESTORATION

$.0.5.ROOFING

YOUR LOCAL ROOFER
* Find and fix leaks ¢ Roof repainting
* Roofing repointing ¢ Valley renewal
* Roof demossing ¢ Guttering ¢ Gutter cleaning

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Call Steve 0412 160 071

JEN1982

South Gippsland
Security Services

¢ Patrols * Guards ¢ Alarm responses
¢ Alarm monitoring
Your local security company for
Leongatha, Korumburra & district
Call Peter & Lesley Allman 5662 4280
Mob. 0427 516 317. Fax 5662 4259.
Lic. No. 655-194-505  sgsecurity@bigpond.com

JEN1988

B § i

islandencray

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

—_—
m== =
.

1300 534110 _

STEEL & ROOFING SUPPLIES

McRae Engineering

GENERAL FABRICATION, STRUCTURAL STEEL,
FARM AND EARTHMOVING,
MACHINERY REPAIRS, SHEDS, DAIRIES ETC.

LB0165

”

LB0702

CONSIDER IT D@HI“|

DELIVERIES ARRANGED OR PICK UPS WELCOME

™

5664 7408 | 0427 343 498 | 134 Whitelaw St, Meeniyan
shaun@mcraeengineering.net.au
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TREE ¥,

THEE SERVICE |

Contracting

Cherry Picker
Qualified Arborist
Qualified Climber
Chipper/Tree Removals
Stump Grinding

LB1032

www.treex.com.au
Office

0493 425 800

TREE SERVICES

Duane Thomas

0409 968 040

Gippsland
Tree Services

Matt Harris
0407 245 381

« Arborists - Large Ewp
- Mulching . Insured
« Tree Removals

JA23037

10+ Years Experience

WASTE SOLUTIONS

Permanent
waste solutions

Call the commercial and residential
waste specialists today!

5672 2056

HEEL-A-WASTE
www.wheelawaste.com.au Py
EPA Registered R0O00301404

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

WEED SPRAYING

Weed season is upon us!
We Specialise In
Difficult To Access Hill Country

We can help
+ Weed Spot Spraying
or Broad Acre
« Fertilising

migh dEE PR R BEEEE

CALL OR TEXT MARTIN 0499 024 480 |,
www.hillcountryagdrones.com.au/

WINDOW REPLACEMENT

WINDOWS AND HOME MAINTENANCE

MARK
P: 0418 686 583

ALUMINIUM & TIMBER WINDOW REPLACEMENT
DECKS | PERGOLAS | VERANDAS

LB0384




Pre-planning your
funeral really takes
the pressure off
loved ones at

a difficult time.

We've been helping
Gippslanders with care and
respect for over 125 years.

2| Hoddle Road Foster
B 0356822443

A& GIPPSLAND

"®  FUNERAL SERVICES

To find out more please call 1300 386 375 or visit gippslandfuneralservices.com.au

HAeETWOOD, FUNIRALS

Family owned and locally based Funeral
Directors. We bring 25 years experience
to families in Traralgon, Morwell,
Churchill, Moe, Trafalgar, Korumburra
and surrounding areas.

THE CHOICE IS YOURS

Practical, sensible and affordable.
We offer both at-need and pre-paid

funerals. Dignity and Respect, always.

CREMATION PACKAGES
FROM $3,300

www.harwoodfunerals.com.au
For 24/7 support 0405 669 532

JENC5061

FUNERALS

A trusted name in
Wonthaggi for over 50 years

SERVICING ALL DISTRICTS
CHAPEL FACILITIES AVAILABLE

Services provided to suit your needs
OFFICE HOURS
9AM - 5PM MONDAY TO FRIDAY
Phone 5672 3123
102 Graham Street, Wonthaggi
www.milkinsfunerals.com.au

Fiiretrals
Sustraiis

HMC15019

Handley/£2Anderson

fUMNFMA] VRFCTONE
' Locally owned
" and operated by
. Scott & Sharon
Anderson

4 ﬁ " | 56721074

Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi
3085 Loch-Wonthaggi Road, Wonthaggi
(PO Box 35)

Cowes office (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171

Email: info@handafunerals.com.au
www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au
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DEATHS

BITOMSKY-PRYOR,
Helen Margaret:

Passed away
peacefully at
Koorooman House,
Leongatha on
December 23, 2025.

Aged 86 years.

Loved wife of Rudy and
Ron (both dec.).
Loving Mum of Kelvin
and Christine, Kiersten
and Merv.

Cherished Nan to

DEATHS

FAIRBROTHER,
Elizabeth May (Liz):
14121976 - 25.12.2025.

Passed away suddenly
and forever in our
hearts.

Dearly loved daughter
of Don and Dorothy.

Much loved sister of

Cameron, Scott and
their families.

A Private Burial will

Brendan, and Taryn take place.
and Great Nan to Jett
and Tully.
Adored Farmor to Tom, FIEK,

Clayton, Jade, and Bodo Siegfried (Bo):
Kristy.
Fly high Mumma.
Helen’s service was
held on Monday,

Passed away
December 29, 2025.

January 5. 82 years.
BOTHMAN Husband of Joan.
Christa: Father of Andrew,
; ‘__!:';'m.: Anita and Karin.
L Y OPI to eight
grandchildren.
. =

- Thank you to
= Leongatha Healthcare,

DEATHS

JOHNSTONE,
Robert Desmond:

21.04.1959 -29.12.2025.

Passed away
peacefully.

Son of Allan and
Norma (dec.).

Brother to Gwenda.

Father and father-in-
law of Scott and Sam,
Luke and Savannah.

Grandfather of Vivian.
Rest Peacefully.

KELLY, David John
(Dave):
17.08.1960 - 16.12.2025.

Passed away suddenly
at Grampians Health,
Ballarat.

Son of Alexander
Edgar Robert Kelly
(dec.) and Beryl
Elizabeth Kelly.

Brother of Edward
Robert Kelly, lan
Donald Kelly (dec.) and
Cheryl Robyn Lester.

A wonderful bloke,
sorely missed.

For Funeral details,
please visit
handleyfuneral
services.com.au or
phone 03 5662 2717.

( GSH, LRH, Doctors
4

and staff for your
excellent care of Bo.
In loving memory of
Christa Bothman.

Passed peacefully
20.12.2025, aged 90.

GARDNER,
Valerie Joy:

2411945 - 256.12.2025.

Passed away

Always in our hearts peacefully.

- Sue, Hanna and Britta.

EVERRITT, Kathy: Loved wife of Francis
(dec.).
It is with much regret
that we, The Lions
Club of Wonthaggi,
acknowledge the
passing of our
esteemed member
Lion, Kathy, on
Thursday, December
18, 2025.

Loving mum and
mother-in-law of Peter
(dec.) and Deb, Victor,
Jacqualine and Jamie.

Adored grandma to
Rick, Katie, Krystal and
Shaldon.

She has left a great
hole in our hearts and
will be greatly missed.

Proud great grandma
to four.

She fought “like a lion”
to the end.

Mum and Dad reunited.

EST 1530 UK
1882 AUSTRALIA
ABN 83 076 028 790
BARRY WAKLEY
SCULPTORS AND
MONUMENTAL MASONS

“Memorials of Distinction”

Solid Granite monuments in many
colors and designs to suit any budget.

JENC5057

Letter cutting and renovation.

18 Inverloch Road, Wonthaggi 5657 3341

info@barrywakleysculptor.com.au

P o
A

HANDLEY FUNER&LS
_‘_"‘kl_r-.hl-ll"f-
Proudly supporting
families across the
Gippsland Region

Office & Chapel
24 Anderson Street, Leongatha
03 56 622 717

www.handleyfuneralservices.com.au

S OR_

gt

24 hours, 7 days a week
Member of Funerals Australia

JAC0099
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Servicing South Gippsland ¢ Bass Coast
Just as we have in Gippsland for over 65 years

« Granite Memorials
« Renovations & Additions
« Plaques & Accessories

On-site and in-home appointments
Pensioner discounts

Jamie 0402 850 603
Lou 0400 076 736
Office 5134 2885
keenanmemorials@gmail.com
www.keenanmemorials.com.au

Lot t Cronts That Finat Gt

JENC5060
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McKENZIE-McHARG,
Colin Andrew:

15.11.1941 - 15.12.2025.

Dearly loved and

loving husband of

Chris for nearly 51
years.

Proud father of
Andrew, Kate, Sarah,
Cameron and Keir.
Loved father-in-law of
Sietske, Dafydd, Kate,
and Alyssia and
delighted grandfather
of seven lively
grandchildren.

Respected Lawyer to
the South Gippsland
Community for 50
years.

Always in our hearts.

McLAREN, Robert
(Bruce):

Loving husband of Jan
for 64 wonderful years.

Will miss you and love
you forever.

Will miss your loving
kiss every night.

Til we meet again my
darling Bruce.

-- Love Jan xx.

Those we love don’t go
away

They walk beside us
everyday

Unseen, Unheard, and
always near

Still loved, still missed,
still very dear.

Forever in our hearts,
forever in our minds
darling Dad.

-- Craig and Pam xx.

Dad,

If | could write a story it
would be the greatest
ever told.

Of a kind and loving
father who had a heart
of gold.

If | could write a million
pages, but still unable
to say, just how much |
love you and miss you
every day.

-- Your loving daughter
and son-in-law Wendy
and Geoff xx.

DEATHS

McLAREN, Robert
(Bruce):

In loving memory of
my darling Poppy.

Forever in our hearts
and minds.

-- Love you so much.

Nicole and Kass xx.

In loving memory of
Poppy.

May you find peace
and joy reunited with
your loved ones in
Heaven.

Thank you for your
time with us, you will
be deeply missed.

-- Love always Kris,
Brooke, and your
beautiful great
granddaughter Alyssa
XXX.

McLAREN, Bruce:

Loved brother-in-law
of Lesley and loved
uncle of Cheryl, Jenny,
Billy and Leanne and
families.

Treasured memories.

McLAREN, Robert
Bruce (Bruce):

Retired Vic Police
Number 11088.
13.11.1927 - 28.12.2025.

Loving husband of Jan
for 64 years.

Father to Craig and
Pam, Wendy and
Geoff, loving Pop to
Nicole and Kass, Kris
and Brooke and great
pop to Alyssa.

Forever in our
hearts.

DEATHS

THOMPSON
(nee Connelly),
Lila Beverley:

Mum,

In our hearts you will
always stay,

Loved and
remembered every
day.

Mother of Karen,
mother-in-law of Steve.

Nanna of Travis,
Ashley, Jayden,
Brandon and their
partners.

Great grandmother
‘Nanna B’ to Darcy,
Addison, Austin,
Tannah and Colby.

TOMPSETT, William
John (Bill):
30-3-1944 - 03-01-2026
Loved husband of
Betty (Val).

Cherished father of
Leanne and Danny.

Much loved
Grandfather to Jay and
Reece.

Father-in-law to
Michelle and Shawn.

Brother to Christine
and brother-in-law to
Joe.

Stepfather of Stephen
and Jennifer.

Step Grandfather to
Eva, Kaitlyn, Jacob
(dec), Joel and
Thomas.

Step Great
Grandfather to 6.

Passed away
peacefully at the
Wonthaggi hospital
with family by his side.

SECCULL, Peter
Howard (Poppy):

18.07.1942 - 24.12.2025.

Loved husband of
Cath.

Loving father of

Marcus, Melissa

(dec.), Adrian and
Andrew.

Adored grandfather to
Adam, Jarryd,
Maximus, Hercules,
Shelby and Raffa.

Privately Cremated.
A Celebration of Life to

be held at a later date.
Details to be advised.

THOMPSON
(nee Connelly),
Lila Beverley:

12.09.1938 - 28.12.2025.

Loved wife of Eric of
65 years.

Loving mum and
mother-in-law of Karen
and Steve, Glenn and

Lisette.
Adored Nan to her six
grandsons and proud
Nanna B to five great

grandchildren.

Bev you are now at
rest and smelling the
roses, looking down
on us and guiding the

way. -- Love Eric.

Loved mother of Glenn
and mother-in-law of
Lisette.

Loving Nan to Lachlan,
Callam and their
partners Hollie and
Georgia.

Cherished memories
and fun times will
always be in our

hearts.
Rest easy Mum.

TOMPSETT, William
John (Bill)

30-03-1944 - 03-01-2026

You were my soul mate
and husband.

Beside each other
always.

An everlasting love.
Will miss you, Betty.

TOMPSETT,
William John (Bill)

30-03-1944 - 03-01-2026

Not just a father, you
were my workmate and
best friend.

Your life was a
blessing, your memory
a treasure.

Your laughter and
strength will live on
forever.

Your Son Danny,
Michelle, Jay and
Reece.

TOMPSETT, William
John (Bill)
30-03-1944 - 03-01-2026
To Dad
It happened too quick.

| will miss you very
much.

Remember the
memories with you.

| love you, Dad, never
forget you.

Leanne, (Lee and
Shawn).

RIP.
Go Blue Boys.

TOMPSETT,
William John:

To my brother Billy, |
will always have you in
my heart.
| miss you so much.
From your sister Chris
and partner Joe.

DEATHS

TONKIN, Lyn:
10.05.1939 -27.12.2025.

Dearly loved and loving
wife of Don.

Always together for 62
years.

Much loved mother of
Carolyn, Julie, Dean,
and Kerrie (dec.).
Mother-in-law of Neale,
Grant, and Angela.
Adored Grandma of
Phillip, Andrew,
Marcus, Sarah, Ryan
(dec.), Mitchell,
Georgie and Claire.
Adoring Great
Grandma of Penelope.

The family sincerely
thanks the caring staff
at Carinya Lodge for
the compassion shown
to Lyn and the
kindness and support
given to Don.

Lyn lived for those she
loved and will be
lovingly remembered
always.

WAKLEY,
Rosario (Rose):

Born in Igbaras,
Philippines on
October 2, 1948.

Aged 77.

Treasured daughter of
Cristita and Sesenando
(both dec.).

Beloved wife of Barry.

Loving mother of
Gabiriella.

Proud grandmother of
Mitchell and Lola to
many.

A caring sister, aunty
and cousin, cherished
daughter-in-law,
sister-in-law,
stepmother and step
grandmother.

At Rest in God’s
Care.

FUNERALS

GARDNER:

The Funeral Service
for Mrs. Valerie Joy
Gardner will be held at
the graveside,
Wonthaggi Cemetery,
Cameron Street,
Wonthaggi on
Thursday, January 8,
2026, commencing at
10am.
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JOHNSTONE:

The Funeral Service
for Mr. Robert
Desmond Johnstone
will be held at the
Anglican Church of
Ascension, The
Crescent, Inverloch on
Monday, January 12,
2026, commencing at
11am.
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McLAREN:

A Graveside Service
to celebrate the life of
Robert (Bruce)
McLaren will take place
at the Korumburra
Cemetery on
Wednesday,
January 7, 2026,
commencing at 11am.
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FUNERALS

SEXTON:

The Funeral Service to
celebrate the life of
Thelma Sexton will

take place in the
Poowong Uniting
Church on Tuesday,
January 6, 2026,
commencing at 11am.
To be followed by
Private Burial.

The ceremony will be
livestreamed.

Please visit www.
harwoodfunerals.com.
au for digital link.

THOMPSON:

A Memorial Service to
Celebrate the Life of
Beverley (Bev)
Thompson will be held
at the Leongatha
Bowls Club, 14-20
Hughes Street,
Leongatha on Friday,
January 9, 2026,
commencing at 1pm.

A Private family burial
will precede the
service.

I !.l I="i It'_'-'&.‘[l'ﬂl-l'l BN

TOMPSETT:

The Funeral Service
for Mr. William John
Tompsett will be held
at the Graveside,
Grantville Cemetery,

FRIDAY WEEK
(January 16, 2026)
commencing at
11:30am.
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TONKIN:

The Funeral Service
for Mrs. Lyn Tonkin
will be held at
The Anglican Church
of St. Paul,

3 Queen Street,
Korumburra,

TOMORROW,
(Wednesday,
January 7, 2026)
commencing at 2pm.

At the conclusion
of the service the
funeral will leave for
the Korumburra
Cemetery.

Lyn’s service will be
livestreamed.

Please go to www.
handleyand
andersonfunerals.com.
au for details.

I !.lll'ill\.'_'-'{t:.::’."l.l'r\-l-l'l T
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Connect
with us

@sentineltimes

FUNERALS

WAKLEY:
Funeral Prayers for
Mrs. Rosario (Rose)

Wakley will be offered
at St. Joseph’s
Catholic Church, 6
Guys Road,
Korumburra on
Thursday, January 8,
commencing at 2pm.

At the conclusion of
Prayers the funeral
will leave for the
Korumburra
Cemetery.

Rose’s service will be
live-streamed, go to
www.handleyand
andersonfunerals.
com.au

Ha |:-5|q.'_'-'§:’.‘|.|'r~’--'| T
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MEMORIAL
SERVICES

McKENZIE-McHARG:
A Memorial Service to
celebrate Colin’s life
will be held at the
Leongatha Football
Club Grandstand
Function Room,
Roughead Street,
Leongatha on Monday,
January 12, 2026,
commencing at 1pm.

BEREAVEMENT
THANKS

CLEELAND (Bounce),
Vern

8/11/1945 - 3/12/2025

Sincere thanks for
cards, flowers, love,
support and wonderful
tributes on the loss of
our much loved Vern.

Thanks also to Handley
and Anderson,
Lisa-Anne and BCH
District Nurses and
Palliative Care team for
their exceptional care.

Wife Gail, children;
Jason, Andie, PJ, Kate
and their families.

Treasured memories of
our loving and very
loved family and
community man.

GARAGE SALES

INVERLOCH:

5 Moonah Way,
Saturday January 10
and Sunday January

11, 10am - 4pm.

Clothes, jewellery and
smaller items. Most
items less than $10.

Some items free.

Strictly within the times

mentioned please.

WONTHAGGI:

7 Morey Street,

Saturday, January 10,
8am - 1pm.

House clearance,
furniture, tools,
paintings, bric-a-brac,

downsizing.

Sentinel-Times =
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USED CARS
TRUCKS & TRACTORS

USED CARS
TRUCKS & TRACTORS

PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE TO

FREE

CAR REMOVAL

(a) The cash price of the
motor car; and
(b) Whichever of the
following is applicable...
+ If the motor car is
registered, the registration
number; or
+ If the motor car is
unregistered, the engine

WE PAY
YOU'

Bass Coast Recyclers

ADVERTISERS:
Advertisements offering a
used motor car for sale must
include in the advertisement:

HMC14139

5672 2946 number of the vehicle.
0417 556 593
*Conditions apply
WANTED TO BUY
BASS COAST Avr‘\l"li}lr:lLEEDS
CAR REMOVALS ’
COLLECTABLES,
We pay you for your
unwanted cars, ESTATE LOTS,
4x4’s & trucks JEWELLERY
We can remove farm AND
scrap metal for free. SHED ITEMS:
Towing now available. )
Call Shane Cash paid.
7 days aweek £
5678 2002 or £ 0417 108 286.
0407 599 616

Ready to
Make Farm Hand
?
Changes. - Full-time Position
Jason Crestani, Friday to Tuesday
your local
PsychologiST! Phillip Island
Wildlife Park.
Over 28 years Duties include animal
experience feed preparation

Local resident.
Sees children &
adults too NDIS

and Medicare

ASD, IQ & ADHD
Assessments

www. inspiredhoney .com

P: 0425 764 733

JENC5062

(meat/fruit/grain),
animal feeding (inc.
reptiles), raking,
cleaning, mulching,
unloading deliveries,
weed/pest control,
basic carpentry/
plumbing, mowing etc.
Position requires a

high level of physical

fitness. Availability on
weekends is essential.
Must be able to
demonstrate
competent use of
chainsaw, brush cutter
and tractor.

CORIN
co
M

Community Market,
Smythe Street,
Harold Hughes

Reserve Please direct all
Saturday, enquires and resumes
January 10, to:
9am-2pm recruitment.piwp@

All enquiries to gmail.com

0490 852 753

AFC0418
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DEADLINES

Employment

Complete jobs listing online | www.sgst.com.au

WE'RE HIRING

We currently have a full time position
available in our Hardware Sales and we are
especially interested in hearing from people
who have existing retail, building or trade
experience.

The applicant would require:

* A good work ethic

* Be reliable and committed

* Be self-motivated

» Customer focused

+ Willing to work individually or as part of a team
* Be willing to work on a rotating weekend roster

Position
* Full time position available

If this sounds like you, please send your
application including a cover letter detailing
your experience and what you would bring

to the role along with your resume to:
accounts@awsmith.com.au
Or
Attention: The Manager A.W. Smith & Sons
7-13 Roughead Street, Leongatha VIC 3953

Applications close Friday 30th January

CC5276
—

AVCmith &Song

s & Ly

WE’RE HIRING

We currently have a full time/part time
position available in our Gift and Homewares
Store, and we are especially interested in
hearing from people who have existing retail
experience although not essential.

The applicant would require:

* A good work ethic

* Be reliable and committed

* Be self-motivated

* Customer focused

* Willing to work individually or as part of a team
* Be willing to work on a rotating Saturday roster

Position
* Full time and or part time position available

If this sounds like you, please send your
application including a cover letter detailing
your experience and what you would bring

to the role along with your resume to:
branch@awsmith.com.au

Or
Attention: The Manager A.W. Smith & Sons
15 McCartin Street, Leongatha VIC 3953

Applications close Friday 30th January

CC5277
—

Visit our website:

www.sgst.com.au

cgﬁﬁa‘fﬂfﬁiwﬁm

Making a real difference
in the lives of people

If you can give, please give where you live.

across Bass Coast.

Classified single column
Mondays 12.00 noon
Classified double column
Fridays 3.00pm

Please notethatdouble column advertisements
requiring a proof must be received at least two
hours prior to deadline and proofs will not be
provided for single column advertisements.

TO ADVERTISE

Phone:
5672 1888

Email:
ads@sgst.com.au

In person:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi

Mail:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi

A9

Office Hours:
9am-5pm Monday to Friday

Payments accepted:
e VisA

Advertising conditions:

Full name and address of advertiser must be
supplied even though not necessarily
included in advertisement.

The publishers reserve the right to omit and
alter any advertisement. Please check your
ad is correct the first day it appears. While
every care is taken to ensure your ad is
correct, errors can occur. We regret that we
cannot be responsible for any errors beyond
the first day if you fail to bring it to our
attention.

All advertisements must be prepaid unless
client has an existing credit facility. Accounts
are due and payable on the due date as
shown on the account.

The Motor Car Traders Regulations:

States that from July 1, 1998 all
advertisements for used vehicles including
motorcycles must include the cash price
of vehicle and registration number or
engine number if not registered.

Sentinel-Times
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* FAITH FACTOR

What's new?

WELCOME to 2026 — a new year with
fresh possibilities.

And you probably know this, but
maybe I should warn you: a new year
doesn’t magically change our lives or
circumstances.

Some things in life are out of our con-
trol and we just have to deal with them
as they come.

But there’s a whole lot in our lives
that we are responsible for and that we
choose for ourselves.

If you want this year to be different,
then you should consider living differ-
ently.

It's been said that you only ever be-
come what you're becoming today.

In other words, what's going on in your
life at the end of this year will depend
significantly on how you live throughout
the year — your daily habits, attitudes,
behaviours and thought patterns.

So what can you do in small, daily
ways to help you get to where you want
to go?

Changing things in life can be

Pastor Jeff Robertson

Connections Church Inverloch and

Foster

uncomfortable, but lack of change can
be even more uncomfortable, especial-
ly over a long period.

And you don't have to figure it all out
for yourself.

The baby Jesus we celebrated at
Christmas is the same Jesus who says
“believe in me” and “follow me”.

He wants the best for you and your
life.

In following him, we're encouraged to
“let the Holy Spirit guide your lives...
the Holy Spirit produces this kind of
fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, pa-
tience, kindness, goodness, faithful-
ness, gentleness and self-control” (Ga-
latians 6).

May this year be one where you invite
Jesus to work in you and transform
you to bring about the greatest mean-
ing, purpose and fulfilment you could
know.

Employment

Complete jobs listing online | www.sgst.com.au

ﬁ South Gippsland Hospital

Positions Vacant

Exercise and Community
Rehabilitation Practitioner
Exercise Physiologist or
Physiotherapist - Grade 2
0.84 EFT fixed term parental leave position
from March 11, 2026 until April 6, 2027
Dietitian
Grade 2
0.42 EFT fixed term parental leave position

Physiotherapist — Casual
Grade 2

For more information:
https://southgippslandhospital.com.au/
employment-2/

Volunteer Expression of Interest
Community Information Volunteer
Volunteer Catering Administration Assistant
Ward Assist Volunteer
For more information call
Annie on 5683 9704
www.southgippslandhospital.com.au/
volunteers

HM13271

dollar
curtains
blinds

Window Covering
Installer

A full-time position currently exists within our
expanding Wonthaggi team for a window
covering installer.

Applicants  should be self-motivated,
professional, and personable with the
ability to work autonomously or in a team
environment. Presentation is an important
factor. Amanual car licence, white card and
Working with Children card are all essential.
Experience in window coverings would be
preferred but is not essential as on the job
training will be provided.

Written applications, including resumes with
current references are to be sent to:
Damien O’Connor
Dollar Curtains + Blinds
21 Murray St, Wonthaggi 3995
Email: damien_oconnor@outlook.com

Applications close
Friday, January 16, 2026

JA23725

Audit and Risk Committee

External Member

A

GippslandWater

South Gippsland Water is seeking expressions of interest from individuals with appropriate
expertise in financial accounting or auditing to support our Audit and Risk Committee.

» Must have appropriate expertise in financial accounting or auditing relevant to a regulated

public entity

» Water industry or other relevant public sector experience desirable
* Audit and Risk Committee experience desirable
* Attendance at five virtual committee meetings per annum

* Fixed fee-for-service arrangement

For enquiries, please call Managing Director, Robert Murphy on 0407 864 293.

HM13272

To apply please send your cover letter and resume detailing relevant experience to

peopleandculture@sgwater.com.au

Applications Close: Friday, January 23, 2026 at 5pm
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Deep South Brass 8 performs. A24 0126

Thousands flock to Marketta Festival

SUNSHINE, good vibes
and around 3500 visitors
made Friday’s Marketta
Festival a hit for the Ve-
nus Bay Surf Life Saving
Club, coordinator Sim-
onetta Seri delighted with
the community support.

Marketta has become an
established local event.

“All the vendors did re-
ally well,” Ms Seri said of
Friday’s festivities.

She remarked that
many people volunteer
their time to plan and
run the event, noting “I'm
just the captain steering
the ship,” and it's a long
day for the team, starting
early and finishing late.

While Marketta Festival
generates funds for VB-
SLSC, it serves a wider

L]

By Andrew Paloczi

purpose, conveying the
importance of the club as
part of the community.

Ms Seri highlighted the
significance of life sav-
ing patrols to the town’s
vibrancy, given the dan-
gerous nature of local
beaches.

“The whole community
of Venus Bay, the shops,
the real estate agents, the
housing wouldn’t be as
good as it is without the
club,” she said.

A Beach Bar proved
a popular addition to
this year’s Marketta,
with the licensing ar-
rangement extended to
cover the whole festival
area, people particularly

enjoying sipping refresh-
ing drinks as they took
in beach views and the
sunset.

The inside Gin Bar
was again a drawcard,
VBSLSC benefiting from
drink sales.

Club volunteers also
sold VBSLSC merchan-
dise, while tasty dump-
lings served by members
of the club’s Inflatable
Rescue Boat team again
drew crowds and raised
funds.

Jazz from Deep South
Brass 8 and the covers
of Olly and Scuzzi had
people dancing outside,
while club member and
solo artist Matthew Rigby
entertained those in the
Gin Bar.

-

Annika and Metale Guha explore the Marketta Festival, having heard about the
event from a friend while holidaying in Wonthaggi. A21 0126

Venus Bay Surf Life Saving Club volunteers show off some of the available
merchandise. A23 0126



Race winners Sam Dimopoulos and James with their winning inner tube, joined by

lifeguards Eleanor, Mia Sutherland and Rosie. rk10 0126

Dimopoulos defends The Oar at

INVERLOCH SLSC patrol
captain Sam Dimopoulos has
claimed back-to-back victo-
ries in the club’s Inflatable
Boat Race, navigating the
surf on a black inner tube
alongside youngster James to
claim The Oar trophy on Sat-
urday.

Around 20 competitors
took on the waves in every-
thing from inner tubes to in-
flatable kayaks, with specta-
tors cheering from the beach.

“People were chanting on

the sides, calling for their
favourite lilo,” Dimopoulos
said.

“We had a cross-section of
young and old. It went really
well.”

Dimopoulos announced his
retirement from competition
immediately after securing
his second consecutive title.

“Two Oars in a row. I think
it might be time for me to
hang up my competition days
and pass the baton to the next
generation,” he said.

“It feels magnificent to win
the awe of the Oar.”

The event grew from the
club’s Nippers program and
was formalised last year with
a perpetual trophy that hangs
in the clubhouse bar.

The race drew locals and
visitors alike, including
first-timer Chris Peters and
Frankston duo Jai Kitchen
and Riley Saxon who spotted
it on social media.

“Saw it on Facebook and
thought we’d give it a go,” they

Inverloch

said.

Justin Cox, Xavier Cox and
Benji Miriston took on the
waves with a blue and white
inflatable in their first at-
tempt.

Dimopoulos said the club
would look at introducing reg-
istration for next year as the
event’s popularity grows.

“It's growing a little bit fast-
er than what we thought,” he
said.

“Come down, be part of the
fun. It's a good fun day.”

First-time competitor Chris Peters with his paddleboard. rk14 0126

Swimmers achieve their qualifying times

THE sun was shining as 200
Gippsland swimmers raced at
Sale in GSI 10 on Saturday.

The event was the last
chance for swimmers to get a
qualifying time for the Coun-
try Championships in Geelong
in a fortnight.

It was also a chance for the
swimmers to get back into
racing after the festive season.

Competition was fierce and
the progress over the past
few months was visible, with
many swimmers achieving
personal bests and several
adding to their list of events at
Countries.

There were also several
swimmers who achieved Na-
tional qualifying times.

Coach Lorri was thrilled with
how the 33 South Gippsland
Bass swimmers performed on
the day.

“It was wonderful to see
some of the new swimmers
overcome their nerves and try
their best,” she said.

Lily and Ben Young raced for their first time at Sale

Bridge Club
news and results

SOUTH GIPPSLAND

BRIDGE took a break in South
Gippsland and resumed on Janu-
ary 2 in Inverloch.

The South Gippsland Bridge
Club thanked everyone who chips
in and makes the events run
smoothly and every session en-
joyable, with special reference to
director Neville Chapman, who
guides the play, does more than
his share of setting up and makes
possibly the best sponge in South
Gippsland.

The club wished a healthy, happy
and serene 2026 to all.

Anyone wanting to learn the
game or join the club will be most
welcome.

Please contact the president
Mary on 0427 338 598 or secre-
tary Kathy on 0438 859 561.

PHILLIP ISLAND

MONDAY, December 29, saw
Australian Bridge Champion Jus-
tin Mill and his wife Jane Rennie
as guests of the club, as winners
of a four table duplicate game on a
massive 77.98 per cent.

Wednesday was won by Greg
Nicholson and Jean Barbour on
60 per cent.

Greg Nicholson won “Best Indi-
vidual Player of the Year” with 57.2
per cent, just pipping his partner
Jean Barbour on 57.15 per cent.

“Best Monday Pairs” went to Greg
Nicholson and Jean Barbour with
55.8 per cent and “Best Wednesday
Pairs” also went to Greg Nicholson
and Jean Barbour with 59.34 per
cent.

TI D E TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
January 6 January 7 January 8 January 9 January 10
3.01am 3.49am 4.33am 5.14am 5.49am
G “ I D E A 1.69m A 1.71m A 1.70m A 1.68m A 1.63m
Y 8.30am Y 9.24am Y 10.15am ¥ 11.01am Y 11.45am
TIDAL PREDICTIONS FROM 0.69m 0.59m 0.50m 0.43m 0.39m
PORT PHILLIP HEADS A 2.36pm A 3.32pm A 4.27pm A 5.20pm A 6.13pm
Approx. Tide Variations: Seal Rocks, 1.46m 1.48m 1.49m 1.47m 1.44m
Venus Bay, Waratah Bay and Cape Y 8.42pm ¥ 9.33pm ¥ 10.20pm ¥ 11.03pm Y 11.44pm
Woolamai (Same), Tooradin +2hrs 45, 0.19m 0.24m 0.31m 0.40m 0.50m
Cowes Pier +50, Stony Point +40

SUNDAY MONDAY
January 11 January 12
AR v oy
v o A B
7y oo @A
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e ——

"Email us your

news@sgst.com.au
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SPORT | GOLF

KORUMBURRA

RESULTS:

Tuesday, December 23:

Stableford: 47 players.

A Grade winner: Barry Kerr (9)
39 points.

B Grade winner: Deb Wrigley
(30) 39 points.

NTPs: first Wayne Knights, sev-
enth Peter Van Agtmaal, 10th
John Kerr and 13th Peter Van
Agtmaal.

Thursday, December 25:

No competition: closed Christ-
mas Day.

Saturday, December 27:

Sponsor: Esplanade.

Modified Stableford (four per-
son teams): 53 players.

Four Person Modified Ambrose
(two best Stableford scores): Mi-
chael Grabham and Zach Walk-
er, and Blake Walker and Alex
Walker 96 points.

Four Person Modified Ambrose
(two best Stableford scores -
with best drive): John Solly and
Murray Webb, and David Gow
and Peter Hornibrook 100 Points

NTPs: first Zach Walker, sev-
enth Peter McMaster, 10th Nick
Besley and 13th Rob Gallagher.

Tuesday, December 30:

Stableford: 46 players.

A Grade winner: Greg Shut-
tlesworth (9) 39 points.

B Grade winner: Nick Besley
(18) 42 points.

NTPs: first Jake Fowles, sev-
enth Nick Besley, 10th Tim
Fowles and 13th Shayne Har-
land.

Thursday, January 1:

A Grade winner: Roy Fleming
(8) 39 points.

B Grade winner: Joseph Salva-
tore (28) 41 points.

NTPs: first Billy Wrigley, sev-
enth Rob Gallagher, 10th Chris
McConnell and 13th Tim Fowles.

Saturday, January 3:

Sponsor: Laurie and Sandra
Webster.

Men’s Monthly Medal: 62 play-
ers.

Monthly Medal winner: Brian
Pope (18) 64 net.

A Grade winner: Rob Gallagh-
er (8) 67 net.

B Grade winner: Brian Pope
(18) 64 net.

C Grade winner: Jye Celebrine
(24) 65 net.

Scratch winner: Matt Wrigley
(1) 72.

NTPs: first Ross Crawford, sev-
enth Zach Walker, 10th Jye Ce-
lebrine and 13th Wayne Knights.

KORUMBURRA

ON New Year’s Eve, the women
played an 18-hole Stableford
event with some fantastic scores
coming in.

Congratulation to A Grade
winner Judy Webb (26) having a
great score of 45 points and also
to runner up Sherrin Solly (26)
with 42 points.

The B Grade winner was Maree
Wittingslow (35) with also anoth-
er great score of 44 points.

Runner up was Trudy Olden
(31) with 41 points on a c¢/b.

BDTL went to Diarne Maskell
41 points, Aliesha Wrigley 40
points and Deb Wrigley 38 points
on a c/b.

NTPs were on the first Merris-
sa Cosson (Kelly’s Bakery), sev-
enth Shelley Snooks, 10th Julie
Hillberg and closest on the 13th
was Jennie Loughnan.

Thursday was New Year’s Day,
and eight women played.

Well done to Deb Wrigley (29)
winning with a handy 39 points.

Runner up was Shelley Snooks
(17) with 37 points.

BDTL went to Kerri Besley
with 35 points.

NTPs were on the first Chris
Rickard (Kelly’s Bakery), and
seventh and 10th Merrissa Cos-
son.

Last Saturday was the start
of the 2026 board events with
the January RB Monthly Medal
played.

Once again, the conditions
were perfect for good scores and
15 players took advantage of the
well-prepared fairways.

A very pleased Aliesha Wrigley
(23) was the overall winner with
66 net taking home the Luscious
Café voucher.

Deb Wrigley (29) rounded off
an excellent run of scores with
68 net and runner up.

BDTL went to Maree Witting-
slow (34) 69 net and Judy Webb
(24) 70 on a c/b.

The best scratch score went to
Merrissa Cosson with 83.

NTPs went to Merrissa Cosson
on the 1st and 10th, while Alie-
sha Wrigley capped off her great
day with an NTP on the 13th.

Wishing all the golfing mem-
bers and families a very happy,
healthy and safe new year.

Good hitting in 2026.

LEONGATHA

TUESDAY, December 23: Invy
Espy Stableford Event.

Tuesday was a Stableford
round with a field of 78 mem-
bers/guests entering the com-
petition and enjoying excellent
scoring on a fine day out at Le-
ongatha Golf Club.

Thanks again to the Invy Espy
Hotel for their generous spon-
sorship of the day.

Overall winner: Norman
Hughes (43) with high score of
the day of 43 points.

A Grade winner: Jeremy de
Silva (7) with 37 points on a
countback.

A Grade runner up: Jamie
Grenville (11) with 37 points.

B Grade winner: Norman
Hughes (43) with 43 points.

B Grade runner up: Roy
Kleverkamp (16) with 37 points
on a countback.

C Grade winner: Peter Waters
(23) with 39 points.

C Grade runner up: Mick Re-
inhard (26) with 38 points on a
countback.

NTP 5th 2nd shot: Rod MacK-
enzie (11) at .88m.

NTP 14th: Hugh Goodman
(27) at 6.30m.

NTP 16th: Scott Rayson (19) at
3.90m.

Thursday, December  25:
Christmas Day — no competition.

Saturday, December 27: Stabl-
eford.

Saturday saw a brilliant field of
129 members/guests take to the
course in superb weather play-
ing a Stableford round.

It was so good to welcome a
good number of guest players to
the course.

Overall winner: Leanne Costel-
lo (44) with a high score of the
day of 44 points.

A Grade winner: Michael West
(7) with an excellent 41 points,
72 off the stick.

A Grade runner up: Anthony
Sparkes (11) with 38 points on
a countback.

B Grade winner: Daniel Yeap
(14) with 39 points.

B Grade runner up: Renato
Monacello (14) with 37 points on
a countback.

C Grade winner: Gerry Car-
cour (21) with 39 points.

C Grade runner up: John
Housey (17) with 38 points on a
countback.

D Grade winner: Leanne
Costello (44) with 44 points.

D Grade runner up: Louis
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Read (28) with 39 points.

NTP fifth second shot: Michael
Thomas (1) at 2.27m.

NTP 14th: Bryan Roylance (18)
at 1.95m.

NTP 16th: Barry Attwood (15)
at .75m.

Tuesday, December 30: Stabl-
eford — 101 entries.

Overall winner: Michael Street
(30) with 41.

A Grade winner:
O’Halloran (13) with 40.

Runner up: Matthew Hildeb-
rand (7) with 37 c/b.

B Grade winner: Malcolm Leg-
ge (15) with 40.

Runner up: Patrick Mitchell
(15) with 38.

C Grade winner: Marie Turner
(20) with 40.

Runner up: Alana Davis (18)

Darcy

with 39 (Keysborough Golf
Club).
D Grade winner: Michael

Street (30) with 41.

Runner up: Sean Munley (26)
40.

Nearest the pin: fifth Craig
Hutchinson 38cm, 14th Chris-
topher Leaver 105cm and 16th
David Forbes 154cm.

Eagles Nest: Matthew Hildeb-
rand.

Thursday, January 1: Stabl-
eford — 72 entries.

Overall winner: Fran O’Brien
(28) with 42.

A Grade winner: Tony Morgan-
ti (10) with 39¢/b.

Runner up: Trevor Rickard
(12) with 39.

B Grade winner: Rowan Mal-
colm (14) with 40 (Heidelberg
Golf Club).

Runner up: Anne Larkin (18)
with 37 (Anglesea Golf Club).

C Grade winner: Fran O’Brien
(28) with 42 (Commonwealth
Golf Club).

Runner up: Cathy Gifford (44)
with 39 (Box Hill Golf Club).

Nearest the pin: fifth Peter Ali
238cm, 14th Michael O’Rafferty
342cm and 16th Craig Hutchin-
son 230cm.

Saturday, January 3: Stabl-
eford — 130 entries.

Overall winner: Hayden Power
(25) with 40 c/b.

A Grade winner: Carl Turner
(7) with 37 c¢/b (Sale Golf Club).

Runner up: Conor Hosking
(13) with 37.

B Grade winner: Trevor Bowl-
er (17) with 36 c/b.

Runner up: John Fedderson
(16) with 36 c/b.

C Grade winner: Mark O’ Dwyer
(20) with 36 c/b.

Runner up: Richard Harper
(22) with 36 c/b.

D Grade winner: Hayden Pow-
er (25) with 40 c/b.

Runner up: Neryl Hopcraft
(32) with 40 c/b.

Nearest the pin: fifth Daniel
Jolley 145cm, 14th Mel Miles
410cm, 16th Neil Gray 277cm.

MEENIYAN

SUNDAY, January 4, saw 118
players compete in the 33rd an-
nual Hammo’s Power Pod Day.

A big thanks to the Hamilton
and Beaumont families for their
ongoing sponsorship of this day.

Also a big thanks to the volun-
teers who had the course looking
spectacular and all the helpers
on the day.

The men’s and overall winners
were Ash Zuidema, Matt Gil-
liam, Eli Taylor and Jacob Bry-
don with 52.25.

Men’s runners up were Brad
Wright, Leigh Wright, Nick Shaw
and Travis Manne with 54.5.

The mixed winners were Col
Graeme, Jo Graeme, Robert
Bright and Stuart Bright with
54.75.

Mixed runners up were Susan
Straw, Heather McCaughan, Paul
Lepage and Peter Gilder with
55.5.

NTPs were on the second Stu-
art Bright and Irene Holm, eighth
Sibi Burggraaff and Damien
Burge, 11th Ash Zuidema and
Susan Straw, and 14th Chris
Buckland and Susan Straw.

The longest drive with the pod
went to Travis Manne and Jo
Graeme.

MIRBOO NORTH

TUESDAY, December 23: Sta-
bleford.

A Grade: R. Scurlock (9) 41
points.

B Grade: T. Stanistreet (18) 41
points.

C Grade: D. Gunn (36) 42
points.

DTL: C. Gunn and J. Gunn 41,
and A. McCarthy 38, P Smart
and M. Payne 37 c/b.

NTP: fourth J. Smeriglio, sixth
C. Gunn, 13th J. Robbins and
16th A. Collins.

Birdies: fourth J. McFarlane,
S. McKinnon, R. Scurlock, and
G. Renwick, 13th T. Bradshaw,
and 16th A. Collins.

Saturday, December 27: Stabl-
eford — Loud Shirt Day.

A Grade: P Woodall (9) 39

points.

B Grade: S. Hill-Smith (17) 38
points c¢/b.

C Grade: K. Garcia (35) 34
points.

DTL: T. Bradshaw, J. McFar-
lane, R. Felmingham, and J.
Smeriglio and 38, and M. Payne
35 ¢/b.

NTP: fourth T. Whitelaw, sixth
D. Felmingham, 13th S. Hill-
Smith and 16th Cam Le Page.

Birdies: fourth P Woodall, T.
Whitelaw and Tom Traill, sixth
D. Felmingham, J. Smeriglio and
W. Gervasi, 13th S. Hill-Smith
and 16th B. Bradshaw.

Loud shirt winner: J. McFar-
lane.

Tuesday, December 30: Stabl-
eford.

A Grade: A. Liebe, (11) 39
points.

B Grade: A. Chessum (15) 40
points.

C Grade: C. Dawson (30) 43
points.

DTL: M. Miller 42, 1. Heasley
40, and J. Smeriglio, G. Renwick
and N. Rutledge, 38.

NTP: fourth G. Dawson, sixth
N. Rutledge and 16th T. Brad-
shaw.

Birdies: 16th N. Rutledge.

Saturday, January 3: Stroke.

A Grade: G. Renwick (12) 66
net.

B Grade: A. McCarthy (20) 65
net.

DTL: P Lee 69, J. Smeriglio
69, P Woodall 70, and D. Wood-
all 71 c/b.

NTP: fourth (Mirboo North Pub
voucher) P. Lee, sixth P Woodall,
13th P Lee, and 16th (Boolarra
Pub voucher) D. Blackford.

Birdies: fourth R. Kratzat and
S Beitz, 13th P Lee, and 16th P,
Lee and D. Blackford.

Lowest putts: S. Woodall 24
c/b.

WONTHAGGI

RESULTS: December 27.

Competition type: Par.

A Grade: Ian Baker +4.

Runner up: Stephen Judd +4.

B Grade: Tony Schipano +7.

Runner up: Jim Jordan +6.

C Grade: Graham Ryan +6.

Runner up: Ben Clark +4.

Place getters: Alan Jones +4,
Caleb Kilgour +3, Steve Smith
+3, Glenn Hewlett +3, Rod
Walker +3, Russell Parker +3,

Aliesha Wrigley was the RB
Monthly Medal winner at the
Korumburra Golf Club.

Wednesday
Wittinglsow
(B Grade) and Judy Webb (A
Grade).

Korumburra’s
winners Maree

Chris Henderson +3, John Gey-
er +2, Ian Johnson +2, Martin
Jays +2, Glen Rielly +2, Alex
Wilson +2, Glen Turner +2,
Graeme Campbell +2, Graeme
Crawford +2 and Inoke Baudro-
mo +1.

NTP: Peter Sullivan second,
Mark Tiziani fourth, Messy
Chand propin eighth, Paul Ryan
13th and Gini Hennequin money
hole 17th.

Results: January 1.

Competition: Stableford 18-
hole.

A Grade: Simon O’Halloran 40.

Runner up: Glenn Hewlett 36.

B Grade: Graeme Clark 43.

Runner up: Joshua Griffin 42.

Place getters: Dio Apostolo-
poulos 42, Michael Hethering-
ton 36, Lucas Spotswood 36,
Ben Clark 36, Mark Casey 35,
Graeme Campbell 35 and Glen
Turner 34.

NTPs: Glen Turner second,
Craig Charles fourth, Alan Jones
eighth, Ben Walsh 13th and Ian
Hack 17th.

Results: January 1.

Competition: Stableford back
nine-hole.

Winner: Graeme Woodbridge
22.

Place getters: Mark Nicholson
18, Secondo Tiziani 17 and Ja-
mie Davidson 15.

Results: January 3.

Competition: Monthly Medal
Stroke and putting,

Monthly Medal: Warren Dum-
mett 64.

A Grade: Alan Cubbon 65.

Runner up: Joel Brand 69.

B Grade: Ross Yann 66.

Runner up: Miles Foster 67.

C Grade: Warren Dummett 64.

Runner up: Paul Cornelis 65.

Place getters: Gerald Mitchell
67, Rod Walker 69, Max Aherne
69, Ross Lovette 70, Ian John-
son 70, Bruce Betts 70, Shaun
Stirton 71, Glen Rielly 71, Allan
McLean 71, Mark Nicolson 71,
Ray Hender 71, Brad Andrew
71, Graeme Campbell 71, Kevin
Jamieson 71, Ian McDonald 71,
Peter Sullivan 72 and Glen Turn-
er 72.

Eagle: Ross Lovett first.

NTPs: Brad Andrew second,
Ian Baker fourth, Daniel Crel-
lin propin eighth, Stephen
Kane 13th and Andrew Hooton-
Shandley money hole 17th.

Putting: Gary Youlton 31 putts.



FISH CREEK

FISH Creek started its two-day
tournament with the Invitational
Fours on Saturday, January 3.

This day was sponsored by
Fish Creek Quarries and Foster
Garden Centre.

The club cannot thank the Wil-
liams family enough for its con-
tinued support.

There was a great turnout of
bowlers from all around the dis-
trict, who enjoyed mild condi-
tions and calm weather to play
in.

The winners for the day were
Rob Mortlock, Milton and Linda
Heywood, and Colin Bell.

The runners up after a four-
way countback were Don Cripps,
Pam Widdows, and Judy and
Ray Prain.

Best last game went to Dave
Christie, Bokka O’Keefe, Anne
Cowell and Andy Kerr.

The day was fully catered, and
Sinclair’s Catering did a fantas-
tic job.

The second day of the tourna-
ment was Triples and was held
on Sunday, January 4.

It was sponsored by Edneys of
Leongatha.

The principal Daryl McGannon
was in attendance and presented
the trophies.

The club thanked Daryl for his
continued support.

Sunday’s winners were Errol
Gregory, Andrew Stimson and
Sarah Gregory.

Runners up were Phil Stim-
son, John Chadwick and Alan
Spooner.

Best last game went to Geoff
Barber, Roger Balment and Pe-
ter Hearn.

The club would like to thank

Wonthaggi Bowls Club’s social bowls winners Roger Lee, Alan Lowe and Toney
Toler.

the volunteers who worked in
the kitchen providing afternoon
tea, the green keepers, bar staff,
raffle organisers and the tourna-
ment staff.

It was two great days made all
the better by the members, and
visitors, who keep coming back
to support the club.

FOSTER

JUST a short report this week
as things have been quieter over
the Christmas break.

This coming Saturday will be
your last chance for a social roll
up at 1pm.

Please get your name in by
12.30pm.

Pennant will start next Tues-
day, January 13, followed by the
Saturday competition on Janu-
ary 17.

Everyone to put heads down
and keep up the good work with
only five games before finals be-
gin.

Thursday is the January Tri-
ples.

There are several club compe-
titions drawn up and progress-
ing nicely.

The list for the Club Pairs is
now up, so get your teams in.

The next nine-week Jack At-
tack competition is starting back
up Wednesday, January 14.

Check out the Facebook page
or give Bev a call on 0408 369
298 to enter your team or for
further information.

Not long now - it’s finally com-
ing to fruition.

The club is anticipating work
on the back green to start late
January.

Exciting times ahead.

The club will keep you posted.

WONTHAGGI

WELL, that is the end of an-
other year.

The club decided to have social
bowls on New Year’s Eve to wind
up the year.

What a wonderful day it turned
out to be, with 42 bowlers enjoy-
ing near-perfect conditions.

Three-bowl triples were the or-
der of the day, played over two
games of ten ends.

There were three teams that
finished as two-game winners.

The unlucky team was John
Migliorisi, Peter Corr (a visitor
from Donvale), and Norm Evans.

Runners up were Jim Mitchell,
Serena Bonicci (another visitor),
and Bruce Cameron with a score
of two wins and 31 points.

The winners were Roger Lee,
Alan Lowe and Toney Toler
with a score of two wins and 33
points.

There was no social bowls on
Saturday, with Wonthaggi host-
ing the Champion of Champions
over two days.

The club has Kathy Simpson
and Kyal Birt wearing the Won-
thaggi banner.

Friday night was once again a
success, with people happy to
get back to normal.

John and Maggie were happy
meat tray winners, while How-
ard and Tony each took home a
brekky pack.

Other winners were Raye, Jan,
Rod, and Deidre.

The members’ draw didn’'t go
off, so next week it will be worth
$100.

Bowls this week:

Wednesday: Turkey Triples
Day.

Saturday: Social bowls at 1pm.

Triple dead heat anniversary
races return to Stony Creek

BOWLS | SPORT

The day one winners of Fish Creek Bowls Club’s two-day
tournament were Rob Mortlock, Milton and Linda Heywood, and
Colin Bell.

Sunday’s best last game winners at Fish Creek Bowls Club were
Geoff Barber, Roger Balment and Peter Hearn, pictured with
sponsor Daryl McGannon.

The day two winners at the Fish Creek Bowls Club on Sunday
were Errol Gregory, Andrew Stimson and Sarah Gregory, pictured
with sponsor Daryl McGannon.

AS REAL ASIT GETS

STONY CREEK

- -

STONY Creek Racing Club is set to cele-
brate one of the most remarkable moments
in Australian racing history at its Triple
Dead Heat Anniversary Races on Sunday,
January 18.

The race meeting marks the 39th anniver-
sary of the famous triple dead heat that put
Stony Creek on the world racing map.

On January 23, 1987, Stony Creek made
global headlines with one of only four triple
dead heats in Australian racing history.

SCRC chief executive Jason Benbow said
the anniversary race day is a proud and sig-
nificant occasion for the club and the local
comimunity.

“The Triple Dead Heat is a moment that
still resonates strongly with racing fans
across Australia,” Mr Benbow said.

“It's a huge part of Stony Creek’s story and
were proud to celebrate that legacy with a
great day of racing and entertainment.”

The famous finish is also remembered for
the quick wit of then club chairman Alan
Bell, who famously responded to the ques-
tion “what do we do now?” by saying “I don't

know what you have to do, but I've got to find
two more trophies.”

As the third summer race date of the sea-
son, the Triple Dead Heat Anniversary Races
promise a relaxed and family-friendly day
out, making it an ideal school holiday activ-
ity.

Racegoers can bring their own picnic
setup or choose from a range of packages
available, including private marquees, picnic
tables, umbrellas and bean bags.

There will also be plenty of free kids’ activi-
ties, including pony rides and the popular
JockeyCam VR experience.

Tickets are $20 for adults, $15 conces-
sion, and kids are free.

The 2025/26 sumimer racing season in-
cludes five race days, culminating in the
Ladbrokes Stony Creek Cup Day on Sunday;
March 8.

Memberships start from $55 for full mem-
bers, 850 for seniors and $240 for corporate
memberships.

Secure your tickets at country.racing.com/
stony-creek

EAD HE
ANNIVERSARY RACES

SUNDAY 18 JANUARY 2026

TRIPLE T

BOOK ONLINE NOW

stonycreek.com.au
racing@stonycreek.com.au
(03) 5664 0099

*—.

country racing
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Kookaburras’ Keith Houghton and
Jim Armstrong celebrated their
successful cricket performances on
Sunday.

Kookaburras
secure a win over
the Hawks

THE South Gippsland Kookabur-
ras Over 70s Cricket Team visited
Glen Waverley Hawks Vets at Capi-
tal Reserve, Glen Waverley on Sun-
day, January 4.

The Hawks captain Rob Redman
won the toss and sent the Kooka-
burras in to bat on a synthetic
pitch situated on a fast ground.

Most Kookaburras batters faced
their 25 balls without being dis-
missed.

Notable scores were from Pi-
eter Loos 44 runs including eight
boundaries and one six, Neil White
25, Geoff Birnie 22, Keith Hough-
ton 21, and Andrew Smith 18.

After 40 overs, the team had
amassed three wickets for 225
runs.

Better Hawks bowlers included
John Prem 1/30, Pat Dougherty
1/26, and Chris Stocks 1/31.

After lunch, Hawks batters Peter
Davis 20 not out, and Andy Pardel-
is 18 top scored with their team
making 5/133 after 40 overs.

Notable Kookaburras bowling
figures were from Keith Houghton
five overs two wickets for 16, Peter
Little 2/2/1, Brian Mitchell 5/1/29,
and Andrew Smith 5/0/5.

It was good day for cricket with
an overcast sky and moderate tem-
perature.

Keith Houghton’s batting and
bowling earned him the oppos-
ing captain’s award of a bottle of
wine and tail-end batter, octoge-
narian Jim Armstrong reached a
career total of 50 runs, scoring a
well-earned single to everyone’s ap-
plause.

cgﬁéﬂ%wﬁﬁﬂ

Making a real
difference in the
lives of people
across Bass Coast.

If you can give, please
give where you live.

Breakers to kick off 10th season in 2026

COMING off the back of a
successful 2025 season, the
Bass Coast Breakers are ready
to launch their 10th season in
2026.

Training is set to kick off on
Wednesday, January 21, with
the venue still to be confirmed.

The Breakers are looking for-
ward to the milestone season
with a couple of former Youth
Girls players ready to step up
into the side, and last year’s
first-time players settling into
their roles in the team.

“We had a good, strong sea-
son in 2025 and we made fi-
nals.

We are expecting to see an in-
crease of confidence from last
season’s first-time players, and
we have a lot of really positive
things to build on,” Breakers’
Ella Angarane said.

Although expecting good
numbers this season, the
Breakers always welcome new
players into the team and are
looking for a new coach.

The 2025 side was coached
by Ella.

“We play in Division 2 of the
Mornington Peninsula Football
Netball League, which is really
well-run and well-established,”
Ella said.

“The Breakers provide a nice
place to play with girls who
strive to better themselves as
individuals and as a team.

We've fostered a good, inclu-
sive culture because we want
everyone to feel welcomed and
confident.

“We are also looking for a
new coach to give us a fresh
perspective.”

The Breakers drive their nar-
rative of inclusion by hosting a

Pride Round through the sea-
son, which is always extremely
well received by the team, sup-
porters and the community.

The Bass Coast Breakers
was established in 2017 and
over an incredible 10-season
journey have become a fixture
in the local football landscape.

“It has been amazing to see it
come together every year, and
watch the players grow in con-
fidence and feel like they be-
long,” Ella said.

Primarily, the Breakers have
found a home at Wonthaggi
and Dalyston.

However, a game was played
at the Inverloch Recreation Re-
serve last season and was well
received, which may lead to a
continued partnership.

“The Inverloch Football Net-
ball Club made the team feel
welcome and well supported.

It was a great experience,”
Ella said.

If you are interested in coach-
ing or joining the Bass Coast
Breakers in 2026, contact Ella
on 0438 722 639.

e a - - i

Tess Angarane in action for the Bass Coast Breakers.

A year of achievements celebrated at the Phillip Island
Tenpin Bowling and Entertainment Centre

THE end of 2025 was cel-
ebrated with immense pride,
gratitude and a deep sense
of connection to the commu-
nity that has supported Phil-
lip Island Tenpin Bowling and
Entertainment Centre for the
past 20 years.

Reaching its 20th birthday
in September was a signifi-
cant milestone for PI Tenpin,
one that prompted reflection
not just on how far it has
come, but on why it continues
to do what it does.

This year, more than ever,
reinforced that PI Tenpin is
about far more than bowling.

It's about people, inclusion,
and bringing the Bass Coast
community together.

In 2025, PI Tenpin was hon-
oured to receive recognition
at both state and regional lev-
els for values that have guided
its journey for decades.

It proudly achieved Bronze
at the Victorian Tourism
Awards for Excellence in Ac-
cessibility, alongside being ac-
credited for both Accessibility
and Sustainability through
the Victorian Tourism Indus-
try Council, and earning the
Trust the Tick accreditation,
independent validation that
its commitment to inclusion
and responsible tourism is
genuine and ongoing,.

Locally, PI Tenpin was thrilled
to be acknowledged at the Bass
Coast Business Awards, taking
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home Winner - Environmen-
tal Sustainability, runner up
— Marketing and Communica-
tions, and third place — Good
Access Is Good Business.

These awards reflect years
of behind-the-scenes work to
ensure our venue is acces-
sible, environmentally con-
scious, and welcoming to ev-
eryone: not because it has to,
but because of what it and its
staff represents.

Accessibility has been a core
focus at PI Tenpin long before
it became a headline.

This year marked the 13th
year of Bowlopolis, our all-
abilities bowling program,
now delivered in partnership
with seven different organisa-
tions.

Bowlopolis continues to be
one of the proudest achieve-
ments, a program that creates
joy, confidence and genuine
inclusion for participants of
all abilities, week in and week
out.

Community support has
been another defining feature
of 2025.

PI Tenpin continued as ma-
jor sponsors of the Phillip
Island Football and Netball
Club, Phillip Island Soccer
Club, and the Phillip Island
District Basketball Associa-
tion, proudly backing grass-
roots sport and the volun-
teers who keep it alive.

Across the year, it donated

well over 3000 vouchers
for bowling, laser tag and
amusement games to schools,
sporting clubs and commu-
nity organisations to support
fundraising efforts and local
causes.

Christmas was a particu-
larly special time to give
back, with over $3000 worth
of vouchers donated to the
annual Toy Run, helping lo-
cal Bass Coast families make
Christmas a little brighter.

PI Tenpin also hosted and
supported a wide range of fun-
draising initiatives throughout
the year, including a Movember
fundraiser featuring ice baths,
raising over $1000 for men’s
health, and Bowling for Bon-
gos, a collaborative event with
Zoos Victoria and Maru Koala
and Animal Park that raised
over S800 for endangered spe-
cies conservation.

Closer to home, PI Tenpin
was proud to raise $2000 for
the Star of the Sea Aerobics
Team, helping them travel to
nationals, and over $6800 for
the Royal Children’s Hospital
Good Friday Appeal through
the much-loved PJ Party
event.

These moments, big and
small, are reminders of the
power of community when
people rally together.

Behind every event, fund-
raiser and achievement is our
incredible team.

In 2025, the PI Tenpin fam-
ily grew in the most wonder-
ful way, with the arrival of
Henry to Shayna and Fletcher
to Tarryne.

The team continues to be
the heart of this business,
and the centre cannot thank
them enough for their dedi-
cation, care and hard work
throughout the year.

Twenty years in, the team
at PI Tenpin feel incredibly
privileged to still play a role
in connecting people, locals
and visitors alike and helping
to strengthen the fabric of the
Bass Coast region.

This year, more than any oth-
er, reaffirmed just how special
that role is.

Looking into 2026, there’s
plenty to be excited about,
including the addition of a
brand-new attraction that will
bring even more fun and ex-
periences to PI Tenpin.

The team can’t wait to share
what's next.

To the community, partners,
supporters and friends, a
massive thank you.

Your support over the past
20 years means everything to
the team.

From the PI Tenpin family
to yours, the staff wish you a
safe, happy New Year.

Here’s to the next chapter of
PI Tenpin.
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Phillip Island to host Australian SUP Titles

PHILLIP Island will host the 2026 Aus-
tralian Stand Up Paddleboarding Titles in
November, with the nation’s best paddlers
set to descend on Bass Coast.

The event, running from November 17-
21, will be based at Cape Woolamai and
utilise the best beaches and racing options

ROUND 9
SATURDAY, JANUARY 10, 2025

A GRADE, Division 1

Phillip Island v Inverloch

. COWES
around the island. Ashleigh Stride
Surfing Australia announced its 2026 Town v Club

National Events Calendar this week, with
Phillip Island among iconic locations in-
cluding Gold Coast, Byron Bay, Bells

SCORPION PARK 1
Ken Scrimshaw

Beach and Margaret River.

The SUP Titles will feature multiple
surfing and racing options, offering com-
petitors a great surfing and paddling ex-

perience.

Select division winners will earn places
on the Australian Irukandjis Team, repre-
senting Australia at the ISA World Cham-

pionships.

Surfing Australia’s chief of sport Luke
Madden said the calendar reflects the
strength and diversity of Australian surf-

ing.

“Each event has been purposefully
placed to suit the discipline, the athletes
and the community,” Mr Madden said.

For more information visit australian-

suptitles.com

Logan McNeil leads in the straight ahead of his win on Montjuic Magic. rk03_0126

Treble for Carleen Hefel on fun race day at Stony Creek

THE sun was shining, a big
holiday crowd was in, the track
was in superb order and there
was some great action on and
off the track as racing returned
to Stony Creek in earnest on
Tuesday, December 30.

The highlight of the day apart
from the Kids Fun Day activi-
ties out the back was the treble
of wins by Carleen Hefel who
boasts an impressive hit rate
across the season.

From 255 starts this year
many of them at the local cours-
es at Pakenham, Cranbourne
and Moe, Carleen has ridden 30
winners at 11.8 per cent and an
impressive placing success rate
of 30 per cent.

So it wasn't at all surprising
to see her at the head of affairs
at Stony Creek on Tuesday with
victories on Moonbolt easily in
the second, on Magic Drum a
tight result in the sixth and Miss
Castelvecchio after she stalked the
leaders throughout the race and
pounced in the closing stages.

It’s been a big year for a rising
star of the turf.

Carleen added some black

type to her record in 2025 with
two Group 3 victories, the most
recent at Caulfield on Proved in
the Sportsbet How Now Stakes
on November 15 and also on
New York Lustre in the Kirin
Ichiban Sprint on November 1.

Another highlight from the
track was the double by Bailey
Kinninmont.

Fields were full and there was
a good standard of horses with
several top city stables repre-
sented on a day of quality rac-
ing,

Club chief executive Jason
Benbow said the turnout ex-
ceeded expectations.

“We're very excited with the
numbers we've had through the
gate,” he said.

“The overcast conditions have
been a nice respite from the heat
and there are plenty of happy
owners on course sharing in the
victory.”

Jockeys praised the track af-
ter recent challenges.

“To hear jockeys say the track
is the best it's ever raced is ex-
tremely reassuring and some-
thing we can continue to build

on heading into 2026,” Mr Ben-
bow said.

He grew up in Gippsland and
rode his first winner at Stony
Creek in 2002 on a horse called
Fabio.

“Stony Creek is like a home-
coming for me,” he said.

“You never forget your first
winner. To now be part of the
club in a completely different
capacity is really rewarding.”

He paid tribute to the volun-
teers who run the show.

“There’s a lot of work that goes
into prepping for race meetings.
The committee is all voluntary
and they spend a lot of their
spare time dedicated to putting
on the race days,” he said.

“When you see a day like today
with a couple of thousand peo-
ple through the gate all having
a great time it makes it all the
more rewarding.”

Club president John Schui-
jers said punters left happy.

“The feedback has been noth-
ing but positive. This is what
country racing is all about,” he
said.

Out the back kids lined up for

face painting, pony rides, a VR
experience and sports activi-
ties while free showbags ran out
early.

Between races The Times pro-
vided live music as racegoers
spread out on the lawns with
BYO picnics.

Results: Race 1 Winter Grace
(P Foster/B. Kinninmont) by
half a length. Race 2 Moon-
bolt (C. Scott/C. Hefel) by three
lengths. Race 3 Nordic Strike
(C. Maher/T. Nugent) by 3.5
lengths. Race 4 Montjuic Magic
(R. Griffiths/L. McNeil) by 2.5
lengths. Race 5 Juice Box (R.
Kelly/B. Kinninmont) by 1.5
lengths. Race 6 Magic Drum (K.
Wilson/C. Hefel) by 0.3 lengths.
Race 7 That'swhatshesaid (N.
McPherson/L. Riordan) by 1.5
lengths. Race 8 Miss Castelvec-
chio (C. Littlefield/C. Hefel).

The next race meeting at
Stony Creek is the Triple Dead
Heat Anniversary Race Day on
Sunday, January 18, followed
by Publicans Day on Sunday,
February 15 and the Ladbrokes
Stony Creek Cup on Sunday,
March 8.

Imperials v Nerrea
LEONGATHA TURF
John Schelling
OMK - BYE

A Grade, Division 2

Glen Alvie v MDU
GLEN ALVIE
Michael Thomas
Kilcunda Bass v Koon L/RSL

BASS 1

Shane Moore

Nyora v Korumburra

NYORA

Brad Phillips

Foster - BYE

B GRADE, Division 1

Club vTown
McMAHON
Les White
Nerrena v OMK
NERRENA
Geoffrey Parkinson
Inverloch v Phillip Island
INVERLOCH TURF
Graham Wightman
Korumburra - BYE

B GRADE, Division 2

Glen Alvie v Imperials
DALYSTON
TBA

MDU v Nyora
MEENIYAN
Geoff Birnie

Koonwarra L/RSL v Kilcunda Bass
KOONWARRA
Tyson Tootell

ROUND12
SATURDAY, JANUARY 10, 2025

C GRADE, Division 1

Club v Nerrena

WONTHAGGI SC
TBA

OMK v MDU
OUTTRIM
TBA
Kilcunda-Bass v Korumburra
BASS 2
TBA
Phillip Island - BYE

C GRADE, Division 2

Nyora v Inverloch
POOWONG
TBA
Town v OMK
SCORPION PARK 2
TBA
Koonwarra L/RSL v Club
LEONGATHA
TBA
Glen Alvie - BYE

Subject to Confirmation.
Any prospective
umpires can contact
Ash Stride 0432 350 944 or
Ken Scrimshaw 0433 297 421

Local
cricket

South Gippsland

and Bass Coast

Sentinel-Times
ad

www.sgst.com.au
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Jockey Shaun Cooper salutes the crowd at Woolamai after defying the odds on nine-year-old mare Diamanda by carrying the record top weight of 74kg to a race win
at the popular picnic track on Saturday.

Winner carries record weight to score at Woolamai

IT WAS a superb day for rac-
ing at the popular local picnic
circuit, Woolamai, on Saturday,
with a big crowd in for buck’s
parties and other summer cele-
brations, and some great action
on the track.

The six-race card was high-
lighted by a double to Sale train-
er Troy Kilgower, after just two
races, and a double to experi-
enced picnic campaigner Angela
Bence in races four and six.

While there was a weighty win
for the record books in race
five when trainer Michael Bin-
ney and jockey Shaun Cooper
defied the odds and the history
at Woolamai with victory on the
nine-year-old mare Diamanda
carrying the top weight of 74kg,.

As race caller Ben Sporle
pointed out as the horses and
jockeys were heading down to
the 1908 metre starting gates,
no mare had ever carried 74kg

to victory at Woolamai, the pre-
vious best being 73.5kg a 20
years ago.

“If she does manage to do it,
and history is not on her side,
it will break the previous best
since accurate race records
were recorded.”

And she did just that, leading
out of the barriers, and urged
on by Cooper, establishing a
winning break which he held
comfortably to the line for a
three-length win.

Balnarring Racing Club life
member and former commit-
teeman, Mick Binney, has the
mare set for an elusive Bal-
narring Cup on Australia Day,
January 26 where she’ll almost
certainly have top weight again
but further success would not
surprise.

The day started warm and
sunny with a huge crowd in and
around the big shady elm trees

which are a godsend for punters
on warm race days, but by mid-
afternoon a thin layer of cloud
had drifted over and with a nice
breeze in, conditions were ideal.

All is in readiness for the next
race meeting at Woolamai, on
Saturday, February 7 for the
running of the 2026 Alex Scott
& Staff Woolamai Cup, in the
local stock and station firm’'s
140th year in business.

Woolamai race results,
Saturday, January 3, 2026

* Race 1, first number 2 Si-
erra Sun for Sale trainer Troy
Kilgower and jockey Sebastian
Galea by five lengths from num-
ber 1 Diamond Flash One and
third number 6 Mwamba.

* Race 2, the Matheson Fam-
ily Celebrations Maiden Plate
over 1008m was won by number
3 Flower Gallery by two lengths
again for trainer Troy Kilgower,

this time with jockey Leigh Tay-
lor from second number 6 Reel-
ness and third, number 7 Reis-
ner.

¢ Race 3 was the unusually
named ‘Pig Dog Plate Trophy
Handicap’ over 1008m, mark-
ing the upcoming nuptials for
‘Pig Dog’ Aidan Franetic the fol-
lowing weekend. The race was
won by number 3 Magnardo by
two lengths for trainers Reece
Goodwin and jockey Maddison
Morris from second number 2
Here’s To Jane and third num-
ber 5 Montgomery Bay.

* Race 4 the Fight Club Open
Trophy Race over 1008m was
won by the top weight, number
1 The Cruiser, in fine style by
0.75 lengths for trainer Sharyn
Trolove and jockey Angela
Bence, the first of her double on
the day. Second was number 8
Wunambal and third number 4
Irresistible Sir.

* Race 5 was the Jimma
Picks A Winner Open Trophy
Handicap Race over 1608m,
an all-the-way win for Number
1 Diamanda by three lengths
for trainer Michael Binney and
jockey Shaun Cooper with 74kg
on her back. Cooper typically
rides in the range of 63kg to
74kg but once booted home a
gelding at Woolamai carrying
77kg. Second was number 7 Oh
No George from third number 8
Acey Deucy.

* The last event, race 6, the
Wonthaggi Motorcycles & Pow-
er Equipment Trophy Handi-
cap Race over 1608m was won
number 2. Box Vale in a com-
petitive finish by one length
for trainer Kerry Farrugia and
jockey Angela Bence, complet-
ing a double of wins on the day.
Second was number 8 Maid
On Stryke and third number 5
Houdini Catarno.
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