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PLANNING Panels Victoria has de-
cided that there is “adequate strategic
justification” for the South Gippsland
Shire Council to go ahead and rezone
14 Radovick Street Korumburra, the
site of the Korumburra Senior Citizens
Centre, from Public Use Zone to Com-
mercial Zone 1.

Panel chair Penelope Smith handed
down her decision on Sunday, Janu-
ary 12, following a public hearing in
the Korumburra Community Hub on
Thursday, December 4 last year, find-
ing that “the Senior Citizens have been
offered appropriate alternative facili-
ties in a space nearby”, despite dozens
of submissions and a petition signed by
2500 people to the contrary.

It's a win for the council that poten-
tially clears the way for the shire to go
ahead and sell the site on which the
senior citizens centre stands, which

they say is surplus to council’s require-
ments.

But they're not crowing about it.

South Gippsland Mayor Cr Nathan
Hersey, a Strzelecki Ward councillor
representing Korumburra, was mea-
sured in his remarks.

“There is strong community interest
in this site, and we thank everyone who
shared their views during the exhibi-
tion period. The independent Planning
Panel has now provided its advice, and
council will consider the report in full
at an upcoming meeting before deter-
mining the next steps.”

However, despite being disappointed
by the outcome, officials of the senior
citizens club say it essentially makes
no difference to their claims on the
building and what they say is a demon-
strated need for it.

“The hub is totally impractical for
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i -!-Dis-appointed but

undaunted by Planning Panels Victoria’s decision

to allow the council to rezone the site; members of the Korumburra
SeniorCitizens, including secretary Kris Crichton and committeeman
Gilbert Kelly, say there’s a strong argument that the council should
keep the centre for community use anyway.

older people, and we told them that be-
fore they went ahead and built it,” said
president of the Korumburra Senior
Citizens Inc Jane Grenon this week.

“The area they want us to use at the
Hub has a dining room and kitchen
that seats 40 people. We have a mem-
bership of 140.”

“The existing seniors club has a com-
mercial kitchen and can seat 150 for
a meal,” said seniors secretary Kris
Crichton, who represented the organ-
isation at the December hearing.

“And it also offers the town the op-
tion of another meeting place, in the
absence of a town hall,” he said.

Mrs Grenon said many of the centre’s
members were unable to get into the
hub because of its location on a steep
hill, and they’ve been forced to find al-
ternative meeting places.
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TikTok war erupts

By Michael Giles

THE circumstances sur-
rounding the sudden clo-
sure of the time-honoured
Leongatha Healthcare clinic
went from baffling to bizarre
in the past week as the doc-
tor at the centre of the crisis
took to social media to vent

his spleen.

. Or was it simply black
humour gone horribly
wrong?

Some of the victims of his
attacks apparently don't
think so.

A prolific contributor to
social media, particularly
TikTok, Dr Chris Webster
has posted a series of fake,
Al-generated videos in the
past week targeting staff
members of the clinic, fel-
low doctors, officials of the
Leongatha hospital and doc-
tors’ organisations, even tak-
ing aim at local MPs Danny
O’Brien and Melina Bath for
their efforts following the
clinic closure.

He didn’t miss many.

The attacks appear to carry
some serious commentary
from Dr Webster, alleging
“rude and hostile” responses
from local hospital officials,
complicity by staff at the clin-
ic and a lack of due process
from doctors’ representative
and regulatory organisations,
couched in expletives and
hostile messaging.

Despite not accepting calls
from the Sentinel-Times, Dr
Webster may have revealed
one of his own motivations
for the fake video onslaught
in a response to feedback
from one of his posts.

Dr Chris Webster (creator):
“A new video every hour until
a lawyer takes our case”.

Some of those targeted in
the Al-generated content
have made efforts to contact
TikTok to have the posts tak-
en down, but without suc-
cess.

They've also reported the
“abuse” to the eSafety Com-
missioner, Julie Inman
Grant.

“As you can imagine, the
content of these Al-generat-
ed posts has been very up-
setting for all involved and
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The man at the centre of the shock closure of the Leongatha
Healthcare clinic on January 16, Dr Chris Webster, has
launched a fake Al-generated video onslaught on social

media in the past week.

efforts have been made
to have TikTok take them
down. Failing this, the e-
safety commissioner may
be involved,” said someone
close to former clinic staff
members.

At the time of its closure,
the Leongatha clinic noted
on its website that “19 doc-
tors consult from Leongatha
Healthcare, providing a wide
range of skills, supported by
a full time Practice Manager,
13 P/T Practice Nurses and
11 P/T Reception and Admin
Staff members”.

According to a senior doc-
tor at the clinic, Dr Hugh Ch-
isholm, Leongatha Health-
care had 8,000 patients on
its books.

In an article in The Age on
Saturday, January 17, the
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day after the sudden closure
of the clinic the previous Fri-
day afternoon, Dr Webster,
the co-owner of the clinic
with his wife, was reported
as saying that Leongatha
Healthcare was no longer vi-
able at its present scale af-
ter the Royal Australian Col-
lege of General Practitioners
stripped him of his right to
supervise other doctors.

The punishment, according
to The Age quoting Dr Web-
ster, meant some doctors at
his clinic had to reduce their
working hours, rendering
consultation rooms useless.

“The decision had an im-
mediate effect and obviously
a devastating long-term ef-
fect,” he said.

In September last year, the
Australian Health Practitioner

to 792m?

HM12866

over clinic closure

Regulation Agency (AHPRA)
and the Medical Board of
Australia imposed sanctions
on Dr Webster over com-
ments he made about con-
victed Leongatha triple mur-
derer, Erin Patterson.

The sanctions required
him to undergo one-on-one
education with an approved
educator on topics related
to professionalism and eth-
ics for a minimum of eight
hours and also to undergo
five one-hour sessions with
an approved mentor on a
monthly basis over a five-
month period with a focus
on professional communica-
tion and patient confidenti-
ality.

Dr Webster said at the time
that while he stood by his
remarks about Ms Patterson
and would comply with the
sanctions, they were likely
to reduce the amount of time
he was available to see local
patients.

As for the possibility of a
resolution of the present im-
passe, the “Displaced Doc-
tors of Leongatha” stated
on Friday, January 23 that
“meaningful progress was
being made” to return medi-
cal services to the town as
soon as possible.

Meanwhile, other medical
centres in Leongatha and in
nearby towns, as well as the
Leongatha Hospital’s Urgent
Care Centre, have moved to
provide access to doctors for
those who need it.

The Gippsland Primary
Health Network (PHN) is of-
fering additional telehealth
appointments via HealthAc-
cess for those needing repeat
scripts and other services
that can be delivered online.

“HealthAccess provides
free access to a registered
GP by phone or video for
Gippsland residents. Phone:
1800 272 767.”

Temporary extended hours
include from 9am-10pm,
Monday, February 2 through
to Friday, February 6, 2026.

For health emergencies call
000.

Editors Note: As of Monday
afternoon, Dr Chris Webster
had deleted all content from
his TikTok account.
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Seniors bid for peace
From page 1

“We meet at the Middle Pub for cof-
fee on the first Tuesday from 10.30am
and for lunch on the second Tuesday
at the Top Pub and while we're pleased
to have somewhere to go, it's less than
ideal and some people simply won't
come to the hotel.”

They just want to go back to the
clubrooms they've owned, used and
enjoyed, through concerts, sing-a-
longs, entertainment, meetings and
meals, since they were opened with
much fanfare in April 1961.

Mr Crichton believes there’s ample
evidence to say that the building at
least was owned by the trustees for the
Korumburra Senior Citizens, if not the
land, which he says is still in dispute.

“There’s actually a statement in
your newspaper, the Korumburra
Times (April 15, 1961), where Ran-
dall White, the chairman of the Old
Persons Welfare Council of Victoria, I
believe it was called, thanked the Ko-
rumburra Shire president at the time,
Cr J Anderson, for the donation of the
land on which the building is located.

“He is quoted as saying that at the
opening of the building,” he said.

As well as there being a demon-
strated need for it and evidence which
proves the seniors at least own the
building and improvements they've
made over the years through com-
munity fundraising and government
grants, Mr Crichton says the council
itself set the precedent recently for
exactly what the Korumburra Seniors
want to do when they moved to award
a lease to the Fish Creek Football Net-
ball Club, at a peppercorn rent, on
part of John Terrill Reserve to rebuild
their clubrooms.

“If they can, why not us?” asked Mr
Crichton.

“We’d be happy with that,” said Mrs
Grenon.

“Our ownership of the building is
not in dispute. It's always been ours,
but you can’'t have a building without
land,” she said.

“Even if they can prove we don’'t own
the land legally, they have a moral ob-
ligation to allow us to go on using the
site while there’s a demonstrated need
for the centre.”

They're not asking for much, they
say, when you look across at Leongatha
where the Leongatha seniors have a rel-
atively new building, the Dakers Centre,
on centrally located, level ground.

“What have they got against Korum-
burra?” asked Mr Crichton.

He said the application made by the
Korumburra seniors to the Supreme
Court disputing the centre’s owner-
ship is still on foot, with mediation ex-
pected soon but he’s offering a peace-
ful solution.

“We're looking at more than
$200,000 to fight this, it's already cost
us a lot, and the council considerably
more. I think there’s a workable so-
lution here without the lawyers, and
we’d be happy to sit down and talk
about it.”

accounts@wheelawaste.com
www.wheelawaste.com.au
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CFA volunteers
still waiting on fire
station upgrades

CFA  volunteers across
Gippsland continue to wait
for fire station upgrades with
Leader of The Nationals and
Member for Gippsland South
Danny O’Brien claiming the
state government has cut CFA
funding by $55 million in real
terms since 2020.

“In Foster and Mirboo North,
volunteers have been cam-
paigning for replacement fire
stations for more than 10
years,” Mr O’Brien said.

“A decade on, they are still
operating out of outdated and
unsafe buildings that are too
small for modern trucks and
equipment.”

Mr O’'Brien said the Yarram
fire station site was purchased
in 2016 yet took almost a de-
cade to see real progress while
Winnindoo had been waiting
more than five years and Mir-
boo North was told funding
was coming in 2022 only for it
to be withdrawn.

He said the CFA's 2024-25
Annual Report showed spend-
ing on protective equipment
and operational gear had fall-
en and the organisation was
running a $50 million deficit.

“Volunteers in Gippsland
South do not need excuses
or more assessments,” Mr
O’Brien said.

“They need stations that are
safe, big enough and built for
the job they are doing.”

Marinus Link
preparatory works
to begin near
Sandy Point

THE billion-dollar Marinus
Link project is about to get
underway near Sandy Point
with land preparatory works
planned to begin in February.

Temporary traffic changes
along Waratah Road will be
introduced including reduced
speed limits to allow for an
increase in heavy vehicles and
noise and dust from on-site
construction crews.

Affected areas could extend
to Tarwin Lower, Cape Liptrap
and Waratah Bay with localised
traffic management plans to
be put in place for community
and worker safety.

Marinus Link said teams
would have measures in place
to minimise the impact on the
local community, marine and
land environment, businesses
and road users.

The project is a new under-
sea and underground electric-
ity and telecommunications
interconnector between North
West Tasmania and the Latrobe
Valley spanning 345 kilometres
including 255 kilometres of
undersea cables across Bass
Strait and 90 kilometres of un-
derground cables across South
Gippsland to Hazelwood.

It includes high voltage di-
rect current cables, fibre optic
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cables, a communications sta-
tion and converter stations at
each end.

Marinus Link Pty Ltd is
jointly owned by the Common-
wealth, Tasmanian and Victo-
rian governments.

Inaugural boat
show launches on
Gippsland Lakes

THE Gippsland Lakes region
will welcome a major new boat-
ing event with the inaugural
Gippsland Lakes Boat Show set
for Paynesville from Friday Feb-
ruary 27 to Sunday March 1.

The show will coincide with
the Paynesville Classic Boat
Rally and the Raymond Island
Car and Bike Show creating a
festival-style weekend across
the region.

Boating Industry Associa-
tion of Victoria chief executive
Steve Walker said the event
would celebrate everything
that made Gippsland Lakes
one of Australia’s premier
boating destinations.

“From koala-filled Raymond
Island to waterfront restau-
rants, cruising adventures and
fishing hot spots, visitors can
experience great locations like
Metung, Lakes Entrance and
Lake Tyers,” Mr Walker said.

“It's the perfect excuse to
turn a boat show visit into a
long-weekend escape.”

The program includes on-
water demonstrations, sea tri-
als, heritage vessel displays,
lifestyle exhibitors, family ac-
tivities, music and a lakeside
car show.

The event will showcase the
latest vessels and watercraft
alongside traditional boat pa-
rades celebrating maritime
history and craftsmanship.

For more information visit
gippslandlakesboatshow.com.
au.

Rotary bushfire
appeal raises more
than $15,000

THE Rotary Club of Phillip
Island and San Remo held its
bushfire fundraising appeal at
Rotary Op Shop Cowes on Sun-
day January 25 with generous
donations exceeding $5000.

The club will add to the to-
tal from previous fundraising
efforts and donate $15,000 to
BlazeAid providing vital assis-
tance to farming families and
communities rebuilding after
the recent bushfires across
Victoria.

John Lovell of the Rotary Club
said a donation of $1000 would
also be made to the Whiteheads
Creek Fire Brigade, a small and
under-resourced unit that went
above and beyond in support-
ing the Bass Coast Strike Team
by providing food, refreshment
and emotional support largely
from their own pockets.

A representative from
BlazeAid said every dollar
raised by the community would
make a real difference with

Wind PM: § 15-20km/h

11° 24°

Wind PM: S-SE 15-25km/h

12° 26°

the organisation relying on
community generosity to help
rebuild fences, restore proper-
ties and stand beside people as
they recover.

Rotary Club president Gea
Lovell said the community
once again demonstrated its
compassion and willingness to
stand alongside those in need.

“The funds raised will go di-
rectly to where they are most
needed and we are deeply grate-
ful for the trust and support of
our community,” Ms Lovell said.

TAFE network
vital for Victoria’s
Al future

THE Victorian TAFE Asso-
ciation has welcomed the re-
lease of the state government’s
Al Mission Statement which
recognises the central role
TAFE plays in upskilling and
reskilling workers.

VTA chief executive Alex
White said by partnering with
TAFEs to build a future-ready
workforce the government was
utilising the public TAFE net-
work’s proven capability to
drive productivity and decent
SEecure careers.

The association said TAFE
provided practical hands-on
training for digital technology
including Al ensuring Victo-
rians were not left behind as
industries evolved.

It called for Skills First
funding for Al-related micro-
credentials to be provided
through TAFE saying short-
er targeted courses allowed
workers to gain specific high-
demand skills quickly.

The VTA said the public
TAFE model was uniquely
suited to the challenge because
it provided training deeply
connected to real industry
needs with institutes partner-
ing with employers to ensure
graduates were job-ready.

The industry-aligned ap-
proach was critical for respon-
sible adoption of Al focusing
on practical tools and ethical
considerations required in
modern workplaces.

TAFE training also ensured
thousands of Victorians gained
qualifications and entered ca-
reers that technology and Al
could not easily replace.

Gippsland Water
urges residents to
reduce water use

GIPPSLAND  Water  has
launched its annual Reduce
Your Use campaign remind-
ing customers to be mindful of
their water usage during an ex-
tended period of hot weather.

Managing director Sarah
Cumming said demand had
increased significantly across
the service area during the
heatwave in early January and
again this week.

“The education campaign
encourages customers to put
sustainable water saving tips to
practice and that's even more
important when experiencing a

heatwave,” Ms Cumming said.

“Following permanent wa-
ter saving rules, fixing leaking
taps and limiting showers to
four minutes all help reduce
the strain on our systems dur-
ing hot weather and also safe-
guard our precious water for
generations.”

Ms Cumming said the organ-
isation would be at the Wel-
lington Sustainability Festival
in Sale on Saturday March 14
to share practical tips and run
engagement activities.

Victoria’s permanent water
saving rules require trigger
nozzles on hand-held hoses,
restrict sprinkler use to be-
tween 6pm and 10am, prohibit
water use on hard surfaces and
require fountains and water
features to recirculate water.

For more information visit
gippswater.com.au/reduceyou-
ruse.

Rider airlifted
after motocross
crash at Wonthaggi

A 19-year-old motorcycle
rider was airlifted to hospital
with serious injuries after a
crash at the Wonthaggi Moto-
cross Track on Sunday.

Police and Ambulance Vic-
toria including the Helicopter
Emergency Medical Service
were called to the West Area
Road circuit just after 1.30pm.

“A man was airlifted to hos-
pital following a crash at a
racetrack in Wonthaggi,” po-
lice said.

“The 19-year-old rider was
airlifted to hospital with seri-
ous injuries.

“No other vehicles were in-
volved.”

Police said they did not ex-
pect to have any further in-
volvement.

The Dandenong Motorcycle
Club was conducting a practice
day at the track on Sunday.

The club was contacted but
declined to comment.

Tobacco licence
enforcement
begins in Victoria

RETAILERS selling tobacco
products without a licence
now face fines of up to $1.8
million or up to 15 years jail
after enforcement by Tobacco
Licensing Victoria began on
Sunday February 1.

Between 8000 and 10,000
Victorian businesses sell to-
bacco products but just 14
licence inspectors have been
employed statewide.

Quit director Rachael Ander-
sen said inspectors would be
unable to close shops found
selling illicit tobacco or act
against stores selling illegal
vaping products.

Cancer Council Victoria CEO
Todd Harper said smoking-
caused illness still killed 66
Australians a day.

For support to stop smoking
or vaping visit quit.org.au or
call Quitline on 13 7848.



Leongatha

It’'s more th

By Michael Giles

BAYSIDE Health Regional,
which took over management
of the Leongatha, Korumburra
and Wonthaggi hospitals on
January 1 this year, chose an
interesting time last Wednesday
to highlight the inclusion of ‘Le-
ongatha’ on a ‘Rural Medicine
Australia’ version of the board
game Monopoly.

The Australian College of
Rural and Remote Medicine
(ACRRM), which was formed
several decades ago to develop
a rural doctors’ training path-
way, issued the game as a pro-
motional idea back in October
last year.

So, why was Bayside Health
Regional posting about it on
its Facebook page and Insta-
gram four months later, if not
to comment obliquely on the
disastrous state of affairs at
Leongatha Healthcare, which
spectacularly closed its doors
to as many as 8000 patients on
Friday, January 16?

Featured alongside Swan
Hill and Mildura in the ‘red’
property set, which previously
included ‘The Strand’, ‘Fleet
Street’ and ‘Trafalgar Square’
on the original English board,
Leongatha is one of few regional
towns across Australia to get
a square of its own on the ru-
ral and remote medicine game
board.

Others include Bourke, Te-
mora and Cowra in the ‘green’
property set and the likes of Ku-
nunurra, Albany and Broome in
the ‘yellow’.

Perhaps they were trying to
underscore the importance of
Leongatha Healthcare on Aus-
tralia’s medical landscape or
that the clinic didn’'t operate in
isolation of other health servic-
es in the area, as evidenced by
the wide impact of its sudden
closure.

“Leongatha, shaping the game
of rural healthcare, some plac-
es are landmarks, others shape
the game. Of all rural health
services across Australia, Le-
ongatha made the Monopoly
board,” said Bayside in its posts
on Facebook and Instagram.

“The ACRRM Rural Medicine
Monopoly board was created to
recognise the real-world foun-
dations of rural and remote
healthcare. The places that
support clinicians, sustain

i

ealth care:

Bayside Health Regional, which took over management of the Leongatha, Korumburra and

an a game

Wonthaggi hospitals on January 1, has drawn attention to Leongatha’s inclusion on a rural and
remote medicine version of the time-honoured ‘Monopoly’ game, four months after the ‘Rural
Medicine Australia’ game went on sale.

services, and deliver care where
it is needed most. That's why
Leongatha is included,” they
said.

“Developed with the Rural
Doctors Association of Austra-
lia, this special edition reimag-
ines Monopoly through the lens
of rural medicine. Every prop-
erty reflects contribution, capa-
bility, and commitment beyond
metropolitan systems.

“Leongatha isn’'t a stop along
the way. It's part of the struc-
ture. A small square on a board.
A significant mark of respect in
rural medicine.”

Their social media posts don’t
appear in isolation since the Le-
ongatha Healthcare crisis blew
up.

In the absence of a proper
explanation about what hap-
pened or regular updates on
what happens next, social me-
dia has filled the void, with
plenty of commentary by the
displaced community but with
the owner of Leongatha Health-
care, Dr Chris Webster, leading
the charge.
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A prolific contributor to Tik-
Tok, Dr Webster appears to be
providing a running commen-
tary on the key players with a
series of fake, Al-generated vid-
eos that nonetheless look real
enough at first glance.

Online discussion has been
posted on Facebook pages such
as the Leongatha Community
Noticeboard.

“Has anyone got any word
on obtaining medical records
from Leongatha healthcare
yet?” asked one contributor last
Thursday.

As well as some helpful re-
sponses about access to medi-
cal records was this one:

“So much confusion, unan-
swered questions, worried/
stressed patients, along with
doctors, nurses and clinic staff,
just given the heave-ho with
no warning. How one man can
do this to so many, is beyond
me. Sure, he had worries, but
to create this mass worry for
so many, is disgraceful. We
must all be patient and hope
that soon, we may have some

5174 7066

Personalised

legal services

'ﬂ BASS COAST

Phone (03) 5674 2644
23 A'Beckett Street, Inverloch
www.basscoastlegal.com.au
Servicing all areas.

answers/directions.”

There has been some helpful
information too, like that com-
ing from the Gippsland Prima-
ry Health Network, which has
posted details about extended
hours for telehealth appoint-
ments.

“HealthAccess after-hours GP
telehealth will continue pro-
viding extended hours over
the next week, through to Fri-
day, February 6, 2026,” said
Gippsland PHN in part, listing
times and urging those needing
repeat scripts or appointments
to call 1800 272 767.

In nearby towns, medical clinics
have offered additional appoint-
ment times for Leongatha pa-
tients, while the Leongatha Hospi-
tal’s Urgent Care Centre has been
dealing with the overflow.

The ‘Displaced Doctors of Le-
ongatha’ are expected to make an
announcement this week about
standing up a replacement medi-
cal service in the town. For the
time being, the only place you'll
find Leongatha (Healthcare) is on
the Monopoly board.

HM11389

Show some respect
for the Wonthaggi

cemetery
By Bruce Wardley

AFTER the discovery of dirt
piled up on a grave site a visi-
tor to the monument area of the
Wonthaggi cemetery has asked
contractors to show a little more
respect.

Tony Scimonello was visiting
the gravesite of his parents when
he noticed dirt excavated for a
burial had been dumped on the
gravesite of a deceased person
between two monuments.

“What got my attention was
where the dirt was placed,” Mr
Scimonello said.

“I found this to be disrespectful
that deceased can’t be left to rest.”

“I also noticed there was some-
one digging up another plot for a
funeral at the lawn cemetery.”

When approached and asked
why the dirt at the monument
area had been placed on an exist-
ing deceased plot, the gravedig-
ger replied there was no monu-
ment there and if he came back
tomorrow the dirt would be all
removed.

Mr Scimonello asked the grave-
digger to be more respectful as
there was somebody in that plot.

Another Wonthaggi person was
at the cemetery at the same time
and dirt had also been placed
over her mother’s gravestone.

“My concern is to please let de-
ceased be respected,” Mr Scim-
onello said.

Cowes Curry Club
spreads the joy

LAST week, the operators of the
Curry Club in Cowes, Vanita and
Bunty, were blessed with a baby
boy so they decided to spread the
joy by donating some ready-made
food packs to the community pan-
try at the Phillip Island Commu-
nity and Learning Centre (PICAL).

And representatives of PICAL,
centre manager David Rooks and
assistant manager Kerryn Ladell
couldn’t have been more delighted.

“Instead of celebrating just with
ourselves, we wanted to share that
joy with the community that has
supported us for so many years,”
said Bunty this week.

“Today, we donated meals to
PICAL for people in need, because
moments of happiness feel even
more meaningful when theyre
shared.”

It's not the first time the Curry
Club has supported PICAL and the
Phillip Island and district commu-
nity with pre-packaged meals.

“Food has always been about
more than business for us. It's
about care, connection, and look-
ing after one another,” he said.
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Mayor’s

Message

COAST

Cr Rochelle
Halstead

LAST weekend’s Australia Day long week-
end was a big one for Bass Coast - busy, posi-
tive and full of moments that remind us why
this region is such a special place to live, visit
and do business.

Across Bass Coast, we supported a range
of community-led events that brought people
together and helped local businesses thrive.

One of the most meaningful moments of
the weekend for me personally was officiat-
ing our Australia Day Citizenship Ceremony.

We welcomed 37 new Australians from 19
different countries into the Bass Coast com-
munity.

Six children were part of the ceremony and
watching them proudly sing the national an-
them was incredibly heartwarming,

For many, this ceremonial moment comes
after years of waiting, and it is an honour that
Council hosts citizenship ceremonies four
times a year.

To our newest citizens - welcome to Bass
Coast. We are so glad you are here.

Australia Day was also an opportunity to
celebrate extraordinary local contributions.

I was delighted to congratulate Wendy Crel-
lin OAM on receiving the Medal of the Order
of Australia for her service to the community
through a range of organisations.

Wendy’s commitment spans decades, in-
cluding two terms as a Councillor for the
Borough of Wonthaggi, 20 years as a Board
Member of Rose Lodge Community Aged
Care, and ongoing volunteer work across the
region.

Her advocacy for arts and culture, espe-
cially her instrumental role in securing the
Robert Smith Collection for Bass Coast, has
left an enduring legacy.

Our Arts, Culture & Heritage team is hon-
oured to continue working alongside Wendy
as a passionate advocate for this remarkable
collection.

That passion for the arts continues today
in Wonthaggi.

With the Victorian Women's Public Art
Commission now underway, more than 30
people recently attended a public forum at
The Union Theatre, followed by a Creative
Development Workshop at the Wonthaggi &
District Historical Society.

Led by contemporary artist Kay Abude,
alongside Tilt Industrial Design, this col-
laborative project honours the legacy of the
Wonthaggi Miners’ Women’s Auxiliary.

I cannot wait to see it come to life.

Looking ahead, following the successful
centenary celebrations, The Union Theatre
will soon benefit from investment in up-
grades to improve patron comfort and en-
hance the overall theatre experience.

These works will ensure the theatre contin-
ues to serve the Wonthaggi community well
into the future. We appreciate your patience
during this time.

Dann¥

State Me

SHOP LOCAL
AND SUPPORT
LOCAL JOBS

Broken windows leave
bus users In the rain

By Bruce Wardley

COME rain, hail or shine
some of us need a bus all
year round.

Wonthaggi resident Wayne
Hill is a regular user of pub-
lic transport because of a
medical condition but the
current state of the Wont-
haggi bus shelter opposite
the Plaza Shopping Centre
in Biggs Drive has Mr Hill
seeing red.

“The windows have been
broken for more than a year
and when it rains everyone
gets wet.”

According to Mr Hill three
window panels are missing
in one section and two oth-
ers in another section.

“When it rains people
struggle to sit somewhere,”
Mr Hill said.

“Only one person can sit
while the others get wet.”

Mr Hill said he has con-
tacted council several times,

but no action has been tak-
en.

“It's been like that for 12
to 18 months and it's the
second time it's happened.
I think Bass Coast Shire is
better than this.”

When the weather changes
Mr Hill said it will be hard
for people.

“It needs to be fixed before
winter.”

Instead of clear panels
which are easily damaged
by vandals Mr Hill suggest-
ed council use perforated
metal panels such as those
used at Koo Wee Rup which
would resist being damaged.

“It might cost more at the
start, but it might stop van-
dalism.”

“People need to respect
council property,” Mr Hill
said.

With the local population
expected to double Mr Hill
said we need better trans-
port.

A regular user of public transport Wayne Hill wants to
know why broken windows at the Wonthaggi bus shelter
have not been fixed. B16 0526

Wonthaggi's Union Theatre closes for $899,000 upgrade

BASS Coast Shire Council
has commenced a major up-
grade of the heating, ventila-
tion and air-conditioning sys-
tem at The Union Theatre in
Wonthaggi.

The $899,000 project will
see the 400-seat venue tem-
porarily closed while con-
tractor Hirotec Maintenance
replaces ageing HVAC equip-
ment with works expected
to be completed by Friday
March 20.

The Union Theatre celebrat-
ed its 100-year anniversary

in 2025 marking a century of
entertainment, performances
and community gatherings
since the venue was built by
the Miners’ Union in 1925.

Bass Coast Mayor Cr Ro-
chelle Halstead said the up-
grade reflected council’s
ongoing commitment to
maintaining high-quality cul-
tural facilities.

“The Union Theatre is a
treasured part of Wonthaggi’s
identity and cultural life,” Cr
Halstead said.

“After celebrating 100 years

last year, this upgrade is
about making sure the venue
remains comfortable, reli-
able and fit for purpose for
decades to come.

“Modernising the HVAC
system will improve the ex-
perience for audiences and
performers alike, while also
helping to prevent unexpect-
ed system failures that could
impact shows and commu-
nity events.”

Works include the remov-
al of existing equipment by
crane, installation of a new

steel plant platform, new
HVAC equipment, cleaning of
existing ductwork and com-
missioning of the new system.

During the closure patrons
are encouraged to attend
performances at Bass Coast
Cultural Venues’ other venue
Berninneit in Cowes.

Council is developing a
program to celebrate the the-
atre’s reopening including
Lights on Wonthaggi, a series
of free and low-cost events
and behind-the-scenes build-
ing tours.

New hospital program keeps

KORUMBURRA Hospital
is now delivering special-
ist geriatric care locally after
launching a new program that
means older South Gippsland
residents no longer need to
travel for treatment.

The Geriatric Evaluation
and Management program
provides coordinated medi-
cal, nursing and allied health
care for older people with
complex health needs, with
patients assessed and treated
by a multidisciplinary team
including  physiotherapists,
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occupational therapists, so-
cial workers, dietitians and
speech therapists.

Geriatrician Dr Jarin Her-
son said the program took a
holistic approach.

“You're not just focusing on
one system of the body,” Dr
Herson said.

“You're working with the pa-
tient, their family, the commu-
nity and allied health.

“It really is a multidisci-
plinary team and that’s what
leads to better outcomes.”

Korumburra nursing unit

older patients closer to home

manager Lisa Shannon said
the program responded di-
rectly to the needs of an age-
ing community.

“The best part of GEM is
making sure older people can
live at home for longer, close
to family and friends, rather
than needing to go elsewhere
because the right services
aren’t available locally,” Ms
Shannon said.

Occupational therapist Beth
Shields said the program
allowed care to be shaped
around  individual goals

rather than a standard acute
admission.

“Being able to support
people to recover near home
makes a real difference,” Ms
Shields said.

The program is one of the
first tangible outcomes of Ko-
rumburra Hospital’s transi-
tion into Bayside Health on
January 1, linking the hospi-
tal to a network that includes
Alfred Health, Peninsula
Health, Bass Coast Health
and Kooweerup Regional
Health Service.
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Anderson, San Remo and Island
exposure sites for measles

PEOPLE who attended the
pelican feeding at San Remo on
Friday, January 30 may have
been exposed to measles.

There are several other sites
locally where people may have
been exposed.

They include the Koala Con-
servation Reserve on Phillip
Island (January 30), the South
Coast Bus from Anderson Bus
Interchange (outbound) to San
Remo (January 28) and the V/
Line Coach from Dandenong
Station (outbound) to Anderson
Bus Interchange (January 28).

The Koo Wee Rup Medical
Centre is also an exposure site
on January 29.

According to the state health
department there is currently
an increased risk of measles in
Victoria and around the world.

“Measles can spread very eas-
ily and may result in illness,
hospitalisation and complica-
tions,” the department said.

“Recent measles cases have
been infectious while visiting
public exposure sites in Victo-
ria.”

The exposure date at the San
Remo pelican feeding was Fri-
day, January 30 from 12 noon
to 12.40pm, with the moni-
toring period for the onset of
symptoms running until Tues-
day, February 17.

The exposure date at the Koa-
la Conservation Reserve, 1810
Phillip Island Road, was also
on Friday, January 30 between
10.15am and 12.15pm, with
symptoms to be monitored un-
til Tuesday, February 17.

The South Coast Bus from
Anderson Bus Interchange (out-

If you visited the pelican feeding at San Remo on Friday,
January 30, you may have been exposed to measles.

bound) to San Remo is listed as
an exposure site on Wednesday,
January 28 between 11.08am
and 11.48am.

The V/Line Coach from Dan-
denong Station (outbound) to
Anderson Bus Interchange is
also listed on January 28 from
9.15am to 11.30am.

The Koo Wee Rup Medical
Centre is an exposure site on
Thursday, January 29 from
2.30pm to 4.30pm.

Residents are urged to monitor

B¥. M Federation
B g University

Helping your
kids change
uni course
preferences?

Put them first.

for symptoms of measles for up
to 18 days after visiting any of
the listed sites.

Symptoms usually start with
fever, cough, runny nose, red
or sore eyes or feeling generally
unwell, usually followed by a
rash which often starts on the
face before spreading down the
body.

Anyone who develops symp-
toms should seek medical care

and call the health service be-
forehand.

Shocking details from nude rampage

SHOCKING details were re-
vealed at the Wonthaggi Magis-
trates Court last week of an in-
cident of public sexual indecency
allegedly committed by a 36-year-
old Wonthaggi man of no fixed
address in the town’s shopping
centre in September last year.

The court heard that an alcohol
and drug affected man, nude be-
low the waist, was seen perform-
ing a sexual act in and around
the Wonthaggi Plaza and outside
the Woolworths supermarket at
about 8.30pm on Saturday, Sep-
tember 27.

He allegedly only stopped when
he was placed in handcuffs by po-
lice and could no longer reach his
exposed genitals.

The court was told the man,
holding a bottle of lubricant, pur-
sued a young female shopper and
her family of three, one of them
aged under 10, into the carpark
at the Wonthaggi Plaza while con-
tinuing the same sexual activity.

He also sat on the seat of a mo-
torbike parked at the shopping
centre and continued his obscene
behaviour.

Sometime later he walked to a
bench on the rail trail past the
office of Alex Scott and Staff in
Murray Street, where he allegedly
wiped himself on the window, be-
fore continuing his activity out-
side the Woolworths supermar-
ket.

Police said people would have
been coming and going from the
supermarket at the time.

The man was arrested by three
police officers at around 8.45pm,
charged and taken to the cells at
the Wonthaggi Police Station.

Police said he acknowledged he
was drug and alcohol affected,
naming the drug GHB (gamma
hydroxybutyrate).

By Michael Giles

But the incident was far from
OVer.

While in the cells he continued
to behave in an allegedly vulgar
manner, yelling obscenities at
police and at one stage blocking
the toilet and flooding the cells
until the water could be turned
off.

Police said he made jokes
about his activities, showed no
remorse and insisted he had no
mental health issues.

The man was charged with
13 offences, one of which was
dropped in consultation with the
magistrate last week.

The charges included sexual
touching of a child under 16, en-
gaging in sexual activity likely to
be seen by others, exposing his
genitalia in a public place, as-
sault and committing indictable
offences while on bail.

He was also charged with the
theft of a $10,000 motorbike
and offences allegedly committed
while in the police cells.

The man was already facing
several other charges unrelated
to the September 27 incident,
committed a week earlier when
he allegedly caused almost $500
damage to a Court Services wa-
ter pipe, itself committed while
on bail for other offences.

He entered a plea of guilty to
the incidents in the Wonthaggi
shopping centre but was not
sentenced on the day and was
remanded in custody to appear
at the Korumburra Magistrates
Court on Thursday, February 6.

The additional time was pro-
vided for further psychiatric as-
sessment if required and to allow
victims to submit impact state-
ments.
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Extreme heat puts pressure on local wildlife

Ringtail possums Mouse and Dream
were brought to Bunurong Wildlife
Care recently after they were negatively
affected by hot weather. W03 0626

-
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AS temperatures have been climbing to-
wards 40 degrees on multiple occasions
recently, extreme hot weather is putting
added pressure on native wildlife, includ-
ing those at Bunurong Wildlife Care in In-
verloch.

Working around the clock to keep ani-
mals safe, founder and carer Linda Pettit
said hot weather impacts essentially every
animal in her shelter.

“They all are very heat affected. They do
get heat stress,” she said.

Preparation usually begins days before
a forecast hot day.

The environments are modified to in-
clude more shade and enclosures are al-
tered to give animals more options to cool
off.

For wombats, extra shade sails are
layered over existing structures, large
umbrellas are secured against wind and
misting systems are added to reduce heat

By Trent Westaway

and humidity.

Pens are thoroughly cleaned, leaving
damp concrete floors that animals can lie
on should they choose to.

Others retreat into underground tun-
nels, where added shade over the soil
helps to keep them cool.

Extra fresh water is also provided to all
animals throughout the day.

In the case of birds and koalas, fans are
carefully placed outside the enclosure to
move air and remove the risk of injury
from birds flying into them.

Sprinklers are also used in the morn-
ings to wet the cages and help retain
moisture.

Animals are also often moved inside
during extreme heat.

“We bring a lot of them into the care
room because we can run air conditioning

medicare

Now more people
benefit from
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Anyone with a Medicare card pays a maximum of $25
for PBS listed medicines,
Concession card holders will continue to pay
no more than $7.70 until 2030.
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and keep them as comfortable as pos-
sible,” Ms Pettit said.

All animals that live above ground face
the highest risk during scorching weather,
including ringtail and brushtail possums
who are particularly vulnerable when foli-
age dries out.

Koalas also struggle when eucalyptus
leaves lose moisture after multiple hot
days.

“In Inverloch we don’t have dense cano-
py cover,” Ms Pettit said.

“Koalas come to ground looking for a
tree with more moisture, but it's just not
there.”

Interestingly, rescues don’'t always in-
crease on hot days but rather on the days
following, when displaced animals can
turn up in backyards, garages and other
unusual places.

If you encounter a distressed animal,
Ms Pettit encourages a calm and cautious
approach.

“The kindest thing you can do, if it's
safe, is place a towel over them and gently
contain them in a box or washing basket,”
she said.

“Do not try to force water down their
throat. They can aspirate and develop
pneumonia.”

She also encouraged people to take
animals straight to a local vet or contact
Wildlife Victoria.

Ms Pettit said simple actions can make
a difference.

“Animals need water and they need hab-
itat,” she said.

“Trees provide shade. Big trees and
layers of trees help bring temperatures
down.”

Lack of hydration can be a slow killer
on hot days and Ms Pettit encourages res-
idents to place water bowls out prior to
the hot day itself so animals have an op-
portunity to learn their location.

“Get the water out early so animals
know where it is,” she said.

“Those small things can save lives.”

CSEF boosted to $400
for eligible families

FAMILIES across Gippsland are being
urged to apply for increased school funding
through the Camps, Sports and Excursions
Fund, with payments rising to $400 per stu-
dent this year.

The fund, administered by the state gov-
ernment, helps eligible families cover the
cost of school camps, excursions, outdoor
education and sporting programs.

Previously set at $154 for primary students
and $256 for secondary students, the pay-
ment was increased to a flat $400 for all eli-
gible students from January 1 as part of the
2025-26 Victorian Budget's $152.3 million
investment in the program.

Eastern Victoria Region MP Melina Bath
said the fund provided important support
for families doing it tough.

“Camps, sports and excursions are impor-
tant educational experiences, yet their cost
can place real pressure on families,” Ms Bath
said.

“These grants help to alleviate some finan-
cial pressure to enable children to take part
in extracurricular activities alongside their
peers.”

Ms Bath said she encouraged parents and
carers to check their eligibility with their
child’s school.

“Many household budgets are stretched
thin with ongoing cost-ofliving pressures,
programs like this can make a difference for
families and help open the door for young
people,” she said.

Families holding a valid means-tested con-
cession card or those in special categories in-
cluding foster care, kinship care and perma-
nent care arrangements are eligible to apply.

Applications are submitted through the
child’s school, with funding paid directly to
schools to cover approved activities.

Families with more than one child at the
same school can combine their funding for
a single activity.

Applications opened on January 27 and
close on June 26.

For more information visit vic.gov.au/
camps-sports-and-excursions-fund or con-
tact your child’s school.




The introduction of new tobacco retail licensing regulations and fees has come too late for Wonthaggi’

Stephanie who closed the doors of TSG Wonthaggi last Saturday.

Tobacco changes too
late for TSG Wonthaggi

FAR from saving legitimate to-
bacco retailers, the introduction
of the Victorian government’'s new
licensing regulations have actually
set the date for many of them to
close.

One of those closing their doors
on Saturday, January 31, the last
day of trading before the hefty new
licence fees kicked in, was TSG
Wonthaggi, operated by Stephanie
[last name redacted].

But Stephanie was at pains
to stress that the only ones she
blamed for the state of the indus-
try were the governments, state
and federal.

“l don’t blame the people who
buy the cheaper cigarettes, I blame

By Michael Giles

the government,” she said.

“The government has basically
taxed the legitimate retailers out
of business and created the situa-
tion we see today.

“It's just become too hard.”

But it wasn't so much the new
$2000 licence fees ($1175.20 ap-
plication fee and $829.60 annual
fee) which sounded the death
knell, that came in July last year
with new federal regulations and
taxes.

“The final crunch came in July
when it became illegal to sell men-
thol cigarettes and they changed
the legal sizes for tobacco and cig-
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arettes, plus the further increase
in taxes, the latest being in Sep-
tember,” Stephanie said.

“Look, a lot of people don't want
to see cigarette sales at all, but it
just became impossible. I chose to
close before the new fees came in
because I didn't want to give them
the satisfaction of taking more of
my money.”

The rising cost of insurance is
another issue, she said, also for
shops in the vicinity of tobacco
stores.

“It's pretty disheartening but
I've also just decided it's time for
me to get out. I don't want to have
anything more to do with it,” she
said.

A 37-year-old Wonthaggi
family man, who went off
the rails after his mother
was tragically killed in a car
accident two years ago, has
fallen foul of the state’s new
bail laws, partly due to the
lack of a Court Integrated
Services Program (CISP) in

this area.
Under CISP, available at
places like Shepparton,

Wangaratta and the Latrobe
Valley, suitably qualified of-
fenders get the benefit of
drug and alcohol treatment
services, supported accom-
modation and mental health
services in a supervised
program while avoiding jail.

As a result of that op-
tion not being available, he
spent his first night in jail
last Thursday and is likely
to stay there until his next
court appearance on Febru-

ary 19.
This was despite Korum-
burra Magistrate Jason

Ong acknowledging that a
community corrections or-
der (CCO) with programs
was in range for a man who
had never previously served
time in jail or even been
placed on a CCO before.

The alleged offender is not
blameless, however.

Police alleged in Korum-
burra Court last Thursday
that they discovered what
was described as a traffic-
able quantity of the drug Ice
in separate deal bags, plus a
quantity of counterfeit mon-
ey, at his Wonthaggi address
when they executed a search
warrant there on Tuesday,
January 13.

The man, who wasn't home
at the time, was arrested by
police a week later, charged
with six offences, including
drug possession, possess-
ing counterfeit money and
committing an indictable of-
fence while on bail.

He also has extensive pri-
ors for drug possession, as-
sault and failing to answer

Search called off for missing Venus Bay boy

THE large-scale search for a
12-year-old boy from Taylors Hill
in Melbourne, missing believed
drowned off Number 4 Beach at
Venus Bay on Sunday, January
25, has been called off.

Last week police and emer-
gency services, including mem-
bers of the Inverloch SES unit
and the police Air Wing helicop-
ter, extended their search to In-
verloch, where they scoured the
beach, rocks and water as far as

Voices of Bass
ondidate

The Caves and Flat Rocks, but to
no avail.

Previously, surf lifesaving club
members and other emergency
services personnel also partici-
pated in the search.

Police said due to the passage
of time and extreme environmen-
tal conditions of the area, they
held grave concerns for Danny’s
welfare and had been working to
recover his body.

Bass Coast Local Area Police

Call!

Commander Inspector Cath Mid-
dleton, who joined the search
on the beach at Inverloch last
Wednesday with members of her
team, praised the support pro-
vided by local SES volunteers.

Officers have been in contact
with Danny’s family regarding
the developments of the search
and will continue with reas-
surance patrols in the area but
have essentially abandoned the
search.

bail on four separate occa-
sions.

He was in police custody
when he was brought into
court last Thursday after-
noon, the day after his ar-
rest, and placed in the dock,
while his lawyer Marli Caile
delivered a comprehensive
bail plea on his behalf.

Ms Caile cross-examined
the police informant, es-
tablishing that there was
at least some doubt about
who owned the drugs and
counterfeit cash, and also,
that her client was not the

Nowhere to go for Wonthaggi offender

By Michael Giles

subject of any intervention
orders.

She acknowledged that
while her client used drugs
from an early age, it only
became a serious problem
after the tragic death of his
mother, resulting also in a
marriage breakdown and
the loss of permanent em-
ployment.

“He admits that he had
a problem with GHB but
overdosed on it and doesn’t
use it anymore,” said Ms
Caile.

She said her client had a
permanent address by ar-
rangement, intermittent
work as a concreter and was
willing to comply with strict
bail conditions including a
curfew, reporting to police
and seeking health support
for his drug addiction.

Ms Caile said her client
had never spent time in
custody, nor been offered
the opportunity of a CCO.

“I believe a CCO could
be open to [my client] with
mental health and drug and
alcohol support services,
plus community work.”

She said the case wasn’t
due to return to court until
February 19 at the earliest
but that aspects of the case
could further delay sentenc-
ing.
Offered the final word,
Police Prosecutor, Sergeant
Sean Van Geyzel, said the
alleged offender posed an
unacceptable risk to the
community because he was
still heavily involved in traf-
ficking drugs to support
his own habit and because
he had a record of failing to
answer bail.

Sgt Van Geyzel said the
court was effectively being
asked to release the man
on his own recognisance,
trusting that he would see
the doctor, seek drug and
alcohol treatment and com-
ply with the conditions of
his bail when time in cus-
tody would offer a more
structured setting for those
support services.

Magistrate Ong then out-
lined his reasons for refus-
ing bail, noting from the
outset that he had to have
regard for the provisions of
the new bail act which pri-
oritised community safety
in all bail decisions.

The risk that he would
return to trafficking drugs
could not be mitigated by
bail conditions, he said.

Voices of Bass is a community group working
to elect an Independent For the seat of Bass

at the Victorian state election on 28 Nov, 2026.

our preferred candidate.

We are now seeking candidate nominations from people
committed to representing the Bass community. Nominations
close 6om, Friday 27 February 2026. Email adoress below.

Members will meet to hear Ffrom nominees ond vote For

It is Free to join Voices of Bass. To support the search
and vote For your preferred candidate email us via

info@voi

cesofbass.com.au
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South Gippsland

Shire Council

South Gippsland Shire Council News

Book an Immunisation Session Youth Strategy

Immunisation sessions occur each week at a refugees and international students. 2026 - 2030
range of locations across South Gippsland. Our

professional staff provide a warm and efficient
service, tailoring their approach to each patient,
from little babies to veteran vaccine-receivers.

+ People travelling overseas or returning home to
Australia - infants as young as six-months-old
can have the vaccine prior to travel.

If you or your family need vaccinations, please

book into one of our upcoming sessions.

DETAILS

Foster

Wednesday 4 February, 10.00am to 11.00am,

Manna Gum Community House, 33 Station Road.

Our immunisation service offers a full range

of vaccines, including those recommended for
pregnant women, all National Immunisation
Program vaccines for children, older adults, and
at-risk groups, as well as a selection of paid

vaccines.
To support our community following the recent \I;:odngatga 4 Feb 12.30 500
closure of a local GP practice, we have extended ednesday 4 February, 12.30pm to 2.00pm, _ '
Customer Service, 9 Smith Street. Gippsland's young people can have a say on

our immunisation sessions and added extra
appointment times to ensure everyone has reliable | Loch

access to the vaccinations they need. Thursday 12 February, 11.30am to 12.30pm,
Loch Memorial Reserve, Loch-Poowong Road.

issues that affect them, and how Council and
the broader communtiy can support their needs
and aspirations. We need your feedback to make

Free Measles, Mumps and Rubella (MMR) vaccines sure it accurately represents the needs and

are available to anyone who may not have received | Leongatha values of our youth.
two doses previously, as part of a project funded Thursday 12 February, 2.30pm to 4.40pm, If you are a young person aged 12 - 25, or you live
by the Victorian Government Department of Health. Council Chambers, Meeting Room 1, 2 Michael or work with young people in South Gippsland,
Groups at risk include: Place. your input is especially encouraged.

Anyone born during or after 1966 who does not | Korumburra Fordrgorilnfq;matlon A i Uiy eL

; . eedback, visit:
have documented evidence of receiving two Tuesday 17 February, 9..40ar'n t012.00pm, - www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/youthstrategy
doses, or serological evidence of immunity. Karmai Community Children's Centre, 22 Princes
Street.

« Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People.

+ International migrants without documented
vaccination history, including asylum seekers,

For more information and to book your session,
visit: www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/immunisation

COUNCIL MEETINGS BASS VALLEY ROAD TEMPORARY CLOSURE = IMPOUNDED VEHICLE

The next Council Meeting will be held on Council is undertaking a geotechnical Council impounded a green Hyundai

Wednesday 18 February 2026 at 2.00pm. investigation of a land slip on Bass Valley hatchback from Law Road, Foster (15 January
Road near the Bells Road intersection. 2026) in accordance with Schedule 11 of the

Details will be available on Council’s website:

. . ili Local Government Act 1989.
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/ To facilitate these_ works and ensure the safety
councilmeetings of workers and drivers, Bass Valley Road will Year: 1997
o o be closed between Bells Road and Soldiers Engine Number: KMHUDTINPWU271440
To watch the meeting live or when it suits Road between 9.00am and 3.00pm on Tuesday

Unless the vehicle is collected and relevant

you, visit: 10 February. g -
. . - fees paid within 14 days of the date of this
SRS ET e ST ORI All works are subject to weather conditions notice, the vehicle will be offered for sale to
and may change at short notice. the public. For enquiries, please contact our

COAL CREEK FOOD AND DRINK VENDOR EOI

. . . Community Safety team on 5662 9200.
Coal Creek is seeking a local food and drink  EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

vendor to join our Living Heritage Days, held Looking for a new job? We might have the CONTACT US

on the first Saturday of every month from perfect position for you! Check out our current 9 Smith Street, Leongatha
Saturday 7 March. . N vacant positions here: 03 5662 9200

1V I 1O 1) Sl 2 [E0 Wi www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/ www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/ vacantpositions

CoalCreekEOI
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South Gippsland Shire Mayor Cr Nathan Hersey, second from left, with Member for Eastern Victoria Tom McIntosh, Minister
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for Energy and Resources Lily D’Ambrosio and SEC and Delburn Wind Farm representatives turning the first sod at the site.

Gippsland to power Victoria as sod
turns on $650 million wind farm

GIPPSLAND is set to power
Victoria after the first sod
was turned on the $650 mil-
lion Delburn Wind Farm last
Wednesday.

Work on the SEC project,
about 15 kilometres northeast
of Mirboo North, will begin
in March with the 33-turbine
wind farm expected to be op-
erational by 2028.

The project will generate up
to 205 megawatts of renewable
energy, enough to power more
than 130,000 homes.

South Gippsland Shire May-
or Cr Nathan Hersey said the

project would be a vital injec-
tion for the local economy.

“The Delburn Wind Project is
expected to create around 300
local jobs through construction
and bring lasting benefits to
our communities,” Cr Hersey
said.

“This is fantastic news for
Gippsland and surround-
ing areas, including South
Gippsland. The project will be
a real boost for our local busi-
nesses and workers.”

State Energy Minister Lily
D’Ambrosio visited the site for
the sod turning last Wednesday.

“Delburn Wind Farm is a step
forward for renewable energy
in Gippsland, creating local
jobs and securing reliable, af-
fordable power while mark-
ing the SEC’s return to power
generation in the region for
the first time in 30 years,” Ms
D’Ambrosio said.

The SEC will hold 100 per
cent ownership of the wind
farm.

More than $22 million is ex-
pected to flow to the region in
community benefit programs
over the project’'s operational
life.

SEC chief executive Chris
Miller said the project was sig-
nificant for Gippsland.

“The SEC Delburn Wind
Farm is an important project
for the SEC and the region,” Mr
Miller said.

“We're looking forward to en-
gaging with the Gippsland com-
munity on the many exciting
work and supplier opportuni-
ties that it will offer.”

Local businesses and suppli-
ers are being invited to register
interest in construction and
long-term operational opportu-
nities.

Local photographers recognised in Australia Day competition

SOUTH Gippsland photogra-
phers recently had the chance to
capture the region’s best features
and landscapes in the 2026
South Gippsland Australia Day
Photography Competition.

Two standout images took the
top honours in two separate cat-
egories, the under 15 award and
the open category.

South Gippsland Shire May-
or Nathan Hersey and Deputy
Mayor Brad Snell filmed a pre-
sentation video, announcing the
winners and acknowledging the
strong response to this year’s
theme, ‘South Gippsland, our
home.’

The under-15 award went to
Stephen Rawling for his image,
Nature’s fireworks, Bottlebrush.

Cr Snell credited all the young
photographers, saying it was “so
amazing to see the interpreta-
tion of South Gippsland through
their lens.”

In the open category, Ian Os-
borne claimed first place with
his photo Sunrise, topping the
list of a packed field of entries.

Council said more than 80
photos were submitted altogeth-
er.

Cr Hersey said the competition
has become a meaningful part of
the Australia Day celebrations.

“Australia Day is always a won-
derful opportunity to recognise

image
Nature’s fireworks - Bottle-
brush, winner of the un-
der 15 category in South
Gippsland Shire Council’s
2026 Australia Day Photog-
raphy Competition.

the spirit and creativity of our
community, and this year’s Pho-
tography Competition has show-
cased that beautifully,” he said.

“The calibre of entries was out-
standing, and each photograph
reflected a unique perspective of
what makes our region special.

“Congratulations to Stephen
and Ian and thank you to every-
one who shared their talent with
us.”

Council wished to thank all
entrants who participated in the
competition.

Sunrise by Ian Osborne took out the open category in this
year’s Australia Day Photography Competition, showcasing
South Gippsland at dawn.

Mayor’s

Message

South Gippsland
Shire Cauncit

Cr Nathan
Hersey

Meet the Mayor

STARTING on Tuesday, February 10,
I will begin hosting “Meet the Mayor”
- 15-minute meetings held on the sec-
ond Tuesday of each month.

These sessions are an opportunity
for you to come along and chat with
me about the things that matter most
to you.

Bookings can be made via Council’'s
website at www.southgippsland.vic.
gov.au/meetthemayor

These meetings are in addition to the
community presentation times, where
groups of individuals can present on
topics directly to Council.

We will also be undertaking commu-
nity days, where councillors will be
visiting different areas of our shire.

Sod Turning

On Wednesday I attended the sod
turning for the Delburn Wind Farm.

This project mostly sits outside of
South Gippsland Shire’s boundaries,
however there are benefits for our re-
gion, including increased employment
opportunities and a boost to our local
economy, particularly through the con-
struction stage.

Ilook forward to seeing real outcomes
and benefits for South Gippsland and
the broader Gippsland region from
this project.

Need for Feed

I would like to sincerely thank every-
one who contributed to the Need for
Feed run.

We saw donations from across South
Gippsland and Bass Coast to the run,
which was a terrific show of Aussie
spirit and embodied helping out a mate
- even if we don’'t know each other.

Donations of hay, silage and pet food
streamed into the Korumburra Show-
grounds and most of the feed has now
successfully been delivered to fire-af-
fected areas across Victoria.

While donations have closed at the
Korumburra site for now due to the
Korumburra Show on February 13
and 14, people can still donate hay by
contacting Need for Feed directly.

Immunisation

In 2025, the Immunisation program
operated by Council performed ex-
tremely well.

More than 280 children, 560 Year 7
and 10 students and 2,000 community
members were vaccinated through the
program - a phenomenal achievement
from a small team of dedicated people.

Following the sudden closure of the
Leongatha Healthcare Centre, Coun-
cil’'s Immunisation team is helping to
meet local demand by providing addi-
tional sessions to help our community.

The vaccines available include all
free vaccines under the National Im-
munisation Program, plus some paid
vaccinations (excluding travel vac-
cines).

To view session times and book your
spot please visit www.southgippsland.
vic.gov.au/immunisation

Outdoor Pools

School may be back but our outdoor
pools are still open (temperature per-
mitting).

Enjoy a dip and cool off on those hot
days.

You can find out more about our out-
door pools, including opening times
and upcoming events, on Facebook.

Check out the South Gippsland Out-
door Pools, Foster Outdoor Pool and
Toora Swimming Pool pages.
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Seathelts
save lives.

Driving unbuckled? If you or your passengers drive without a fastened seatbelt,
you could each receive a $407 fine. The driver will also face 3 demerit points.
If you take risks while driving, chances are you will be caught.
Anywhere. Anytime. Anyone.

mc I S
State
Government
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Pam Vance, Chris Owens and
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Bunurong Wildlife Care in Inverloch. WO1_0626

Hero volunteers help
nurse injured wildlife

VOLUNTEERING  with
Bunurong Wildlife Care isn’t
always easy and the journey
doesn’'t always start in the
same way.

But for Sue Thomson,
Chris Owens and Pam
Vance, helping the local
wildlife is now part of their
weekly routine, sharing
hands-on work to help in-
jured or orphaned wildlife
recover and eventually re-
turn to the wild.

Sue has been volunteer-
ing for four years, Chris for
three and Pam for seven.

They share more than a
decade of experience be-
tween them, but each of
their journeys began from
unique circumstances.

“Linda had put a message
out on Facebook asking for
help digging out some lo-
ganberries,” Sue said.

“I didn’t even know she had
animals here at that point.
She said to just watch out
for the little wombat. Next
thing I knew I was watching
a feeding session, then help-
ing, and that was it.”

Chris, on the other hand,
was drawn in through his
work with the Wonthaggi
Seed Bank nursery, where

By Trent Westaway

he met Bunurong Wildlife
Care founder Linda Pettit.

“She said she identified on
the first day that I would be
suitable as a wildlife carer,”
Chris said.

Pam’s path to Bunurong
Wildlife Care developed over
years of friendship.

“I've kind of been along on
this journey with Linda the
whole way,” Pam said.

“I very bravely said I would
never be a foster carer... it
didn't work out that way. I
was roped in,” she said with
a chuckle.

Volunteering can be re-
warding but it is also de-
manding.

“Nobody just does one
thing,” Pam said.

“We do everything from
cleaning pens to nursing
sick animals and making
milk.”

All three admitted that
most of the learning is done
on the job, although they
have each completed wildlife
transport and rescue train-
ing, allowing them to assist
in the event of a callout if an
animal is found injured or in
distress.

Sue Thomson all give their time to volunteer at

The emotional toll from
the work can be heavy.

“If they don't make it, that
can be really sad,” Pam said.

“You do develop an emo-
tional bond. You just have
to remember they were safe,
warm, pain free and loved.”

The rewards, however, can
keep you coming back.

“Releasing them is the best
part, knowing you helped
them get back to where they
belong,” Sue said.

“They don't want to know
us anymore and thats ex-
actly how it should be,” Pam
added.

For anyone considering
volunteering, their message
is as honest as it is encour-
aging

“It's not just cuddling ani-
mals,” Pam said.

“There’s a lot of hard work
involved.”

“You become an expert at
analysing poo. It's a great
indicator of health,” Chris
added with a laugh.

“It's a whole new commu-
nity,” Sue said.

“You meet people you nev-
er expected to and you feel
lucky to be part of it... it's
not just the animals but the
people too.”

P
'|I'

Leoﬂgatha Memorial Hospital and Lions Leongatha members with the two new

portable defibrillators.

Lions donate life-saving equipment to hospital

LEONGATHA Memo-
rial Hospital has received
two new portable defibril-
lators thanks to funds
raised through the Lions
Leongatha Christmas
Cake Project.

The devices will extend
cardiac emergency sup-
port beyond the main hos-
pital building and can be
used at health service com-
munity events and within
specialist cardiac services.

When defibrillation is
delivered within the first
few minutes of a cardiac
arrest the likelihood of

survival increases signifi-
cantly.

Director of nursing Kylie
Ashton said the donation
would have a direct and
practical impact on pa-
tient care.

“These portable defi-
brillators make the pro-
vision of care for cardiac
episodes more timely and
effective,” Ms Ashton said.

“They support rapid
response in critical mo-
ments and give our staff
greater capability when
seconds truly matter.”

Lions Leongatha

secretary Les Byrne said
the donation reflected the
collective effort of local
businesses and residents.
“Lions Leongatha would
like to thank the business-
es in Leongatha, Meeniyan
and Dumbalk who do-
nate their time and space
to sell the cakes and ev-
eryone who buys a Lions
Christmas Cake to help
make projects like this
possible,” Mr Byrne said.
Anyone interested in
joining Lions Leongatha
can email leongathalion-
sclub@hotmail.com.

(= INDUSTRIAL ~/L

* Bearings ¢ Power Transmission ¢ Fasteners ¢ Industrial Supplies

LEONGATHA WARRAGUL
38 Yarragon Road - Phone: 03 5662 3100 13 Endeavour Street - Phone: 03 5623 4444

BAIRNSDALE
521-523 Main Street - Phone: 03 5153 1275

AGE INDUSTRIAL HAS/ALLYOUR
BACK TOWORKNEEDS COVERED

INOX MX3-300

Industrial Shelving SALE PRICE

Steel Shelving 364kg
Shelf Load Capacity

s L L]
LT F TR R, R

18V 2 Piece Combo Kit, 2 x 4.0AH
Batteries and Charger

Classic Earmufi
Class 5 271DB

S2K2B2-03

$199

SALE PRICE

HSS-CoS (Cobalt) 25pc Metric Twist
Drill Set with BONUS Countersink

R SENIX

RETRACTA 44

R3 COMPRESSED

AIR/WATER REELS

= Hybrid polymer hose

=Max working pressure:
250 psi

= UV Stabilised and
impact resistant
poly case

= Advanced spring
technology

=180° Galvanised
steel swivel mounting
bracket

AW325B-01 3/8" x 25m

[Cs320 19

AW425B-01 1/2" x 25m

[(s420 1

R3 AUSSIE
GARDEN REEL

DR425YG-03 1/2" x 25m
= Hybrid polymer hose

= Maximum working
pressure: 150 psi

= Trigger Nozzle with
7 adjustable spray
patterns

= UV Stabilised,
impact resistant
case

* Yellow/green case

[Cs380 1Y

SALE PRICE

$165

200pc HSS-Bright Drill Set

- Metric Sizes: 1.0 - 6.0 x 0.5mm rises +
3.2,4.2,8.0,10.0,12.0mm

- Imperial Sizes: 5/64 - 7/32 x 1/64" rises +
1/4,5/16, 3/8,1/2"

MACKAVGHT,
WARRANTY

www.ace-industrial.com.au
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Have your say on a future vision for the Summerland Peninsula

Phillip Island Nature Parks Visitor Engagement Guide Josh Collier shows visitors

around the Summerland Peninsula.

The

little penguin colony on the

Summerland Peninsula is thriving.

ONn every acco

What are you risking online?

@ Act Now.

Stay Secure.

actnowstaysecure.gov.au

Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra.
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PHILLIP Island Nature Parks is
seeking further feedback from the
community for the development of
the Summerland Peninsula Master
Plan.

The Nature Parks is working with
the Phillip Island and Bass Coast
community and key stakeholders to
shape a precinct-wide vision for eco-
tourism and recreational experiences
that better integrates with the conser-
vation values of the peninsula.

General Manager for Infrastruc-
ture and Planning Jarvis Weston said
there has been a comprehensive con-
sultation process to date and further
engagement is a precursor to the re-
lease of a draft plan.

“We know how important this sig-
nificant landscape is to many, and we
want to ensure everyone has the op-
portunity to express their long-term
aspirations for the Summerland Pen-
insula,” Mr Weston said.

The Nature Parks would like to ex-
plore ways for people to access the
greater area without compromising
their user experience or impacting
habitat and wildlife, and ensure tra-
ditional Bunurong culture was evi-
dent to all community and visitors.

“We are looking to refresh the Mas-
ter Plan first developed in 2012, re-
set our vision for the next 20 to 30
years and explore opportunities that
work harmoniously with our con-
servation efforts, habitat restoration
and eco-tourism.”

The Summerland Peninsula is home
to Australia’s largest little penguin
colony, with an estimated 40,000
breeding penguins now calling Phillip
Island home.

The colony’s remarkable recovery is
a direct result of the Victorian Gov-
ernment’s historic buyback of the
Summerland Estate, which saw 774
housing lots purchased between 1985
and 2010 in what was the largest resi-
dential buyback in the state’s history.

Penguin numbers have grown from
around 12,000 in the 1980s to their
current levels thanks to dedicated
conservation efforts including habi-
tat restoration, revegetation and pest
control programs.

The Nobbies Centre remains closed
while planning is underway for the
updated Master Plan, with the Na-
ture Parks seeking to ensure any fur-
ther investment in the facility helps
achieve the community’s long-term
aspirations for the site.

Construction of Stage three of the
Penguin Parade boardwalk redevel-
opment is also expected to begin in
early 2026 and run through to mid-
2027 to avoid disrupting the penguin
breeding season.

The Nature Parks has extended the
stakeholder consultation stage to re-
port back to the community on what
they have heard so far, and to seek
feedback on high-level concepts.

“The consultation process will help
inform and guide decision making
prior to the release of a draft plan for
public comment this year.

“This is an exciting opportunity for
the local community and key stake-
holders to shape the way that future
generations will experience this in-
credible coast.”

The draft plan is expected for pub-
lic exhibition in April-May, with the
final Master Plan delivered in June-
July.

The next stage of the project will in-
clude a detail design of the Nobbies
Precinct later this year.

To have your say visit Phillip Island
Nature Parks online to learn more
about the project and complete the
online survey.

Drop-in consultation sessions will
be held upstairs at the North Pier Ho-
tel on Wednesday, February 11 from
9am to 1lam, 2pm to 4pm and 5pm
to 7pm, and at the Penguin Parade
Visitor Centre on Saturday, February
14 from 12pm to 2pm.

Email your thoughts and ideas to
community@penguins.org.au




ON THE
SUMMERLAND
PENINSULA
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After a comprehensive consultation process to date to seek
the community’s aspirations for the Summerland Peninsula,
where we heard the importance of this significant landscape
to many, we have extended the stakeholder consultation
stage to report back to the community what we’ve heard and
to seek further feedback on the developing plan.

VENTNOR ROAD

Two options being
considered for future use

Downgrade road to
local access

Reduced speeds

Traffic management of
vehicles and tour buses

Shuttle access
Safe cycling lane

FLYNNS BEACH
Upgrades to lookout

Summerland Peninsula Vision

Summerland Peninsula is a world-class, conservation-
focused destination that is inclusive and welcoming,
where wildlife thrives and visitors feel nourished,
connected and inspired.

SHELLEY BEACH

Upgrades to carpark

DDA accessible amenities

Upgrades to boardwalks and lookout
Wayfinding and Interpretations

RIGHT POINT

Reconfigure and rationalise
carpark

Preserve coastal edge

Upgrade boardwalk
experience
Wayfinding and
Interpretations

COWRIE BEACH
Upgrade to lookout
Ugrade to carpark

Wayfinding and
Interpretations

NOBBIES

Removal of existing
building

Cafe and amenities,
relocated car park
Upgraded boardwalk
experience

Dramatic lookouts SWAN LAKE

Ecological trail
experience connecting
to Penguin Parade and
Summerland Farm

PENGUIN PARADE
VISITOR CENTRE SUMMERLAND

Sl el A e Penguin Parade as primary FARM

New sensitively sited
trail connections

Two options being considered
for future use

Pedestrian focused landscape
experience

Upgrades to existing lookouts

hub and reconfigured arrival
experience

Take off point for trail heads

Connections to surrounding
destinations

Ecological restoration
Wildlife recovery
Research Hub

Eco accomodation

New lookout opportunities Bunurong Cultural Hub

Integrated way finding and
Interpretations

Interpretations and
storytelling hub

OUR

For more information visit COMMUNITY

Philli@_lsland

NATURE
PARKS
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The Lifestyle Phillip Island Clubhouse features distinctive timber architecture surrounded by native landscaping.

Phi

PHILLIP Island residents curi-
ous about downsizing to a low-
maintenance coastal lifestyle
can explore what is on offer at
the Lifestyle Phillip Island Open
Day next week.

The over-50s community at
498 Settlement Rd, Cowes will
open its doors on Saturday,
February 7 from 1lam to 2pm,
offering guided tours of the

Clubhouse, walk-throughs of
display homes and the chance
to meet the team.

Lifestyle Communities said
the Open Day was designed to
give locals a first-hand look at
the resort-style amenities on of-
fer.

The company said there is
something special about coastal
living, with fresher air, a slower
pace and a closer community
where people take the time to
stop and say hello.

For many people, making the
move to the coast is not just
about finding a new home but
discovering a simpler, more joy-

The resort-style pool and outdoor lounge area at Lifestyle Phillip Island. ful way to live every day.

Who says the holidays have to end?

Find your way to live when you make the move to
Lifestyle Communities®, where every day is yours to
enjoy. Fill your days with adventures or slow things
down and let the sea set the pace.

[=] E Scan the QR code to find
C '-‘fﬁ'il-"' your closest community.

Grab an extra scoop of summer

Enjoy an ice cream on us as you explore
Lifestyle Communities Phillip Island

I|p Island retlrement Communlty opens doors to public

The Phillip Island Club-
house features a pool and spa,
landscaped gardens, a fully
equipped gym and welcoming
social spaces for residents to re-
lax or connect with neighbours.

Lifestyle Communities oper-
ates 31 communities across Vic-
toria, with Phillip Island among
its coastal offerings designed
for independent downsizers
looking to free up cash while
maintaining an active lifestyle.

Residents can spend less time
on endless home maintenance
and more time enjoying the lo-
cal community, beaches and na-
ture reserves.

The community offers social
events and activities for those
who want to get involved, but
there is no pressure to join in
for those who would rather
spend the time relaxing,

Free ice cream will be avail-
able on the day.

For more information or to
book a tour, visit lifestylecom-
munities.com.au/coastal-living-
your-way.

Lifestyle Communities Phillip Island,
498 Settlement Rd, Cowes k
Saturday 7 February, 1lam to 2pm

|E|1 rﬁﬂi 13oo 50 55 60 Ilfestyle communities

*Price correct as at December 2025. Subject to change.
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Logan swaps the groundwork for the sky up north

AINSLEE Logan grew up in South
Gippsland and is now a helicopter pi- g %

lot, flying a Robinson R22. For Ainslee,
a gap year that began as a detour to the
Northern Territory became the turn-
ing point of her career, where she has
since gone on to win the 2025 Youth
Shine Award in the aviation industry.

Life as a station hand quickly re-
shaped not only her daily rhythm but
her ambition. With initial plans to
study midwifery after graduating from
Mary MacKillop College in Leongatha
in 2020, Ainslee instead took on a
second year up north helping run the
Crew.

“When I left secondary school, I
needed a gap year, because I knew =
that if I was to start studying straight - : | ]
away, I would probably never finish it ; -Ir ‘. Vi
as I was so burnt out from high school Ainslee Logan left South Gippsland, took a gap year in the Northern Territory Ainslee Logan won the 2025 Youth
during COVID. A friend was headed to  and then worked tirelessly to land her dream career as a muster pilot in Western Shine Award for her work in the aviation
a station in Queensland, and I thought,  Australia. industry.
well, that sounds good. I looked into it
further and applied to whatever I could
find until someone took me,” she said.

Growing up in Leongatha, every
chance she got, including weekends
and school holidays, Ainslee would
go out to the family dairy farm that
has now been in the Dowlings for
more than 100 years, so station work
seemed a natural fit, and exposure to
large-scale mustering soon took her
interest. “It was the aerial mustering
that drove me to pursue pilot train-
ing,” she said.

“I was working on the ground at a
cattle station. Mustering a proper-
ty that covered more than a million
acres, with roughly a quarter as pas-
toral land.”

Daily duties included mustering on
horseback, with choppers and bug-
gies, yard work, drafting, processing,
marking and operating machinery. The
job was uncompromisingly practical,
experience she later identified as es-
sential to aerial mustering.

Helicopters are part of the process
on a large-scale property. From the air,
crews muster mobs of cattle and work
in close contact with the ground crew
to get them into the yards as efficiently
as possible.

“It was in the Northern Territory that
I decided that I wanted to fly helicop-
ters, but obviously it's expensive, and
then halfway through my second year
on the station, I decided I would sacri-
fice and go all in,” Ainslee said.

“It was one afternoon; I asked my
manager if one of the boys wouldn't
mind taking me out to see what it's
like from the air. When they landed,
they looked over at me and said, so,
what do you reckon, we turned you off
yet? But no, it was quite the opposite,
I thought I'm going all in now.”

Ainslee then made the move to West-
ern Australia, working as a station
hand through 2023 at a property that
had two helicopters. She started her
theory before heading to Perth and fin-
ished training in May 2024.

In Perth, Ainslee was finishing her
theory and flying once a week, using
that as a break from study to keep her-
self motivated. “However, once I had
finished all seven subjects, I flew twice
a day, six days a week, to get through
the required 105 hours. It wasn’t easy,
but at the end of the day, nothing in
life is easy. If you want something,

T 1 ammen S yourre seilling ot For more details
the work in.”
go to eSafety.gov.au

“I'd always grown up around cattle,
but dairy farming and beef farming in
South Gippsland is small-scale com-
pared to big station living,” she said. “I
get to meet so many different people and
travel to so many different places. Our W
work depends on what's happening for S e a ety
the season; it's all dependent on the rain . » . i
and what the markets are doing.” £ C ommissioner

Ainslee is now 23, working as a mus- Australian Government
tering pilot contractor for Fitzroy He-
licopters in Fitzroy Crossing, Western
Australia, and was named a youth
category winner at the 2025 Shine
Awards for her grit and determination
in the Kimberley.

Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra
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Lions donation clears
way for long-awaited

school oval works

THE Lions Club of Inverloch and
District has donated $5000 to In-
verloch Primary School, provid-
ing the final funding needed for a
drainage issue to be solved.

The long-standing issue has
plagued the local school, rendering
their oval unusable for much of the
school year.

“The oval is waterlogged and an-
kle-deep in mud for much of term
two and term three, and we have
to make it out of bounds for our
children,” principal Ben Soumilas
said.

“This limits the space we have for
children to play outside.”

The $5000 donation will allow
for the installation of AGI drains
across the northeast corner of the
school’s oval.

Lions Club president Terry Hall
said the club wanted to make an
immediate difference for the kids.

“As president of the club, I move
around the community quite a bit
and talk to people, including the
Inverloch Primary School princi-
pal,” Mr Hall said.

“I invited him to let us know if
there were any projects we might
be able to help with and outline
what was needed. This one stood
out.”

Mr Hall said the unavailability of
the oval for half the year made this
drainage project a clear priority
for the club’s assistance.

“They have an oval at the back of
the school, but because of the lack
of drainage, they weren't able to
use it for a large part of the year,”
he said.

“If you have an oval and the kids
can’'t use it, that's not good for the
school. It seemed like a project we
could support.”

The $5000 contribution was fi-
nalised just before Christmas last
year, completing the funding need-
ed to move ahead with the drain-
age installation.

Local contractors have also do-
nated machinery and time, while
the parent community raised
$15,000 to support multiple proj-
ects, including this oval drainage
project.

Mr Hall said part of the Lions
Club’s role in the community is to
support local schools.

“Supporting a local school means
we are supporting our young chil-
dren now,” he said.

“They are the future of Inverloch,
and if they can see that there are
people who care about them and
want to help them, that is the kind
of service Lions like to bring to the
community.”

Once completed, the drainage
works will allow the school oval
to be usable year-round, giving the
students more outside space.
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Traditional and new events to
entertal Korumburra showgoers

Hobby horse riders show off thelr mounts at a previous event at the Korumburra
Showgrounds.

Rikki Hogarth at last year’s Korumburra Show, with patrons set to be entertained
by sideshow games and rides again this year. A31_0625

Organiser of the Pygmy Goat Show
Trish Joyce of Lals Haven Goat
Stud in Jumbunna enjoys success
with Patona Park Senator Smooch,
informally known as Smoochie, at last
year’s Korumburra Show. A32 0625

Natasha Pollard with Supreme Sheep
Phoenix from Blackpond Hampshire Downs
stud in Langwarrin at the 2025 Korumburra
Show. A43_0625

FREE ON-SITE
PARKING

(Children under 16 Free)

Entrants (Judged):
$15 per car incl. Driver
For More information. 0429 199 643

Swap meet stalls: $25

includes insurance (6mt x 6mt site approx)
Trade stalls

see website for details

HANNONS
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By Andrew Paloczi

THE action-packed 130th Korumburra
Show is fast approaching, with locals and
visitors set to enjoy a wide variety of enter-
tainment on the evening of Friday February
13 and the following day, the popular fire-
works display topping off opening night.

A hobby horse race between entrants
representing local businesses and organ-
isations is new this year, turning the tables
on traditional equine events with the rid-
ers having to do all the work, attendees
sure to revel in seeing competitors tack-
ling the jumps and a sprint.

The race takes place on the footy ground
about 6pm Friday, with five entrants each
paying $150 to field a jockey and hob-
by horse in the Burra Bolt, riders to be
decked out in racing silks, the winning
business or organisation claiming $500
and the remaining $250 going to the Ko-
rumburra A&P Society.

The competing businesses and clubs are
Barry Plant Korumburra, Kelly’s Bakery,
Korumburra Pony Club, Jumping Horse
Club and Adora Hair in Leongatha.

The race will be followed by expert hob-
by horse rider Kirra Brauckmann from
the Mornington Peninsula who’ll demon-
strate her dressage and jumping skills.

“She has a full tack box, four horses, a
bridle for dressage and another for jump-
ing; she’s going to be doing the dressage
to music,” Ms Joyce said, having been an
organiser of a recent hobby horse event at
Korumburra Showgrounds.

Ms Joyce’s daughter Tiffany is running
the hobby horse entertainment at the
Show.

Ms Joyce is in charge of the Pygmy goat
show, which is returning due to its popu-
larity when launched on the opening night
of last year’s Korumburra Show.

Even more entrants are likely for this
year’s judging, and a new event has been
introduced, that being a junior fancy dress
section at about 7pm Friday that will fea-
ture children and their Pygmy goats in
costume.

Rides and sideshow games will entertain
patrons on both days.

Saturday features a free farmers’ break-
fast at 9.30am, sponsored by Coles.

There’ll be an array of market stalls
around the Showgrounds.

Day two is filled with traditional agri-
cultural show entertainment, including
displays of entrants’ handiwork in the
Exhibit Pavilion, cattle, sheep and poultry
judging, as well as dogs competing in fly-
ball and other events.

There’s free entertainment for children
funded by market stallholder fees.

Korumburra and District Historical So-
ciety and the local library will have dis-
plays.

People are encouraged to view the Show
schedule at korumburrashowgrounds.
com.au or pick up a printed program at
one of the businesses offering them on the
town’s main street.

EARLY BIRD I[@(ETS ONL[NE _*'
ONE TICKET 2 DAYS Eig
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Wonthaggi Toyota

OVER 75 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM.

2016 Nissan X-Trail TS T32 Touring GJ Series 2 2024 Suzuki Ignis GL 2018 Hyundai i30 Elite PD2
DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE

17,990 3% 18,990 W~ 19,990 2= 20,990 ¥

Compact & practical, 172,984kms, Family favourite, 151,401kms, 6 speed Fuel efficient, 34,508kms, Sleek & stylish, 74,686kms,

auto SUV SN: W102259 sports auto wagon SN: W102253 CVT auto SUV SN: W102316 auto hatch SN: W102313

& . B -
: = 2021 Subaru
2018 Toyota RAV4 GXL 2022 Toyota C-HR Koba 2022 GWM Haval H6GT Ultra Forester 2,51 Sport S5
DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE
28,990 31,990 W~ 34,990 3w 36,490 %
Smooth mover, 96,271kms, Eco-friendly Hybird, 100,28%ms, Sporty design, 74,401kms, 7 speed Performance plus, 53,126kms, auto
auto SUV SN: W102304 7 speed CVT auto SUV. SN: W102197 sports auto 4WD SUV SN: W102288 4WD SUV SN: W102221

Leongatha Toyota

FINANCE AVAILABLE INSTORE. ASK ABOUT AN EXTENDED WARRANTY.

2023 Volkswagen

Tiguan 110TSI Life 5N 2018 Toyota Corolla Hybrid 2021 Toyota Camry SL 2021 Ford Ranger XLT PX MK 11l
DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE

26’990 AWAY 27’990 AWAY 41,990 AWAY 41’990 AWAY

Roomy and refined, 44,483kms, Excellent economy, 62,299%ms, Premium Hybrid, 57,149kms, auto Work or adventure, 95,418kms, 10 spd

6 speed CVT auto SUV SN: L101398 auto hatch SN: L101468 sedan SN: L101464 CVT auto 4x4 double cab L101446

—
r— Q =

2022 Toyota
2022 Ford Ranger XLT 2019 Toyota Granvia GDH303R  Landcruiser Prado GXL 2020 Toyota Landcruiser GXL
DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE
49,990 W 49,990 ¥ 54,990 =% 80,990 W=
Fully equipped, 99,078kms, auto People mover, 83,842kms, auto Capable off road, 174,753kms, 6 speed Rugged workhorse, 138,833kms, 5 spd
4x4 double cab L101475 SUV SN: L101472 CVT auto 4x4 SUV SN: L101444 CVT manual 4x4 cab chassis SN: L101453

Wonthaggi Toyota Leongatha Toyota
7-13 Hughes Street, Toyota Finance OH WHAT A FE E LI NG

346 Bass Highway,

Wonthaggi VIC 3995 Leongatha VIC 3953
T (03) 56721722 T (03) 5662 2302 =
LMCT 8179 LMCT 8179 @ Toyota Used Cars

Wonthagg]toyota.com.au leongathatoyota.com.au

JA23763

* Disclaimer: If the price does not contain the notation that it is “Driveaway*”, the price may not include additional costs, such as stamp duty and other government charges.
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Leongatha RSL
hosts FAB Friday
for BlazeAid

THE Leongatha RSL will host a special
FAB Friday night on Friday, February 13
to raise essential funds for rural Austra-
lians affected by the bushfires.

All profits from the mega meat raffle
and joker poker tickets will go directly to
BlazeAid, a volunteer organisation help-
ing communities rebuild after natural
disasters.

Up for grabs on the night will be joker
poker cash, the members draw and extra
raffles featuring prizes donated by gen-
erous local businesses and community
members.

RSL staff member Michelle has been
driving the fundraising effort, rallying lo-
cal businesses to donate prizes for extra
raffles to maximise the funds raised.

More than 12 local businesses have
already donated prizes valued at more
than $1000, with more commitments ex-
pected before the event.

Prizes will be advertised in the lead-up,
with organisers guaranteeing there will
be lots up for grabs that you will not want
to miss.

The evening promises to be a spectacu-
lar opportunity for networking and show-
ing solidarity with those in need.

Whether you come for dinner, drinks
or simply to try your luck in the raffles,
every dollar raised will go directly to help-
ing bushfire-affected farming families
and communities get back on their feet.

BlazeAid relies on community generos-
ity to help rebuild fences, restore prop-
erties and stand beside people as they
recover from the trauma of fire.

Book a table for dinner or drinks and
bring friends along to support this wor-
thy cause.

Bookings are essential on 5662 2747
or at leongatha-rsl.com.au.

To find out more about the fabulous
work BlazeAid does, visit blazeaid.
com.au.
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Newhave_n_CoIIege back to school

whaven College came back to
life as students returned to
campus for the school year.

Teachers and support staff
had completed three days of
professional learning, collabo-
ration and planning in prepa-
ration for the year ahead.

With 144 new students join-
ing the college community in
2026, all staff were ready to
welcome, support and teach
every single student across
prep to year 12.

The confidence with which
the preps joined their class-
mates on their first day is a
testament to the preparation
made during the many library
sessions and orientation days
in 2025, where the develop-
ment of a learning partnership
with families was established.

The preps were welcomed to
the college with a special pa-
rade, where they were greeted
by every Junior School stu-
dent with a fist bump, hand-
shake or wave.

New year 7 students enjoyed
meeting their teachers, con-
necting with new friends, and
exploring their new school en-
vironment.

Year 5 students were excited
to spend their first day in Mid-
dle School and quickly settled
into their classrooms.

The 2026 year 9 students
have joined the Senior School
from afar, beginning their
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New staff joining Newhaven College in 2026: Jillian
Mulcahy (Middle School Learning Support Teacher), Tamara
Mulholland (Middle School Administrator), Siobhan Jagusch
(Wellbeing Leader and year 9 Teacher), Tahlia Maher (year 1
Teacher), Claire O’Brien (Middle and Senior School English
Teacher) and Kylie Carlson (Prep Teacher). Not pictured: Sara
Beale (Music Teacher, Woodwind Specialist), Noah Martin-
Endress (AFL SportsReady Trainee).

exciting journey up at the Year
9 Environmental Centre.

A Forum Day was held for
the 2026 year 12 cohort.

This specialised program is
designed to prepare students
for their final year of school,
whether they are completing
VCE or the VCE Vocational
Major.

The construction of the Ju-
nior School Adventure Play-
ground is well underway.

Thedesignisinspired by Phil-
lip Island’s natural landscape,
focusing on the connection

Leongatha RSL presents

A

UP FOR GRABS

v Joker poker cash

v Members draw

= FETRA RAFALES

with prizes donated by
generous local businesses
& people

Prizes will be
advertised in the lead
up. We guarantee
there will be lots up for
grabs that you don't
want to miss!

All profits raised will go
directly toBlazeAid

To find out more about the fabulous work
BlazeAid do head to blazeaid.com.au
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LEONGATHA
RSL

EST 1919

funds for rural
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BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

56622747 or
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oin us for a spectacular
event to raise essential

~ Australians affected by

leongatha-rsl.com.au
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~ COLLEGE

between nature and play, with
the installation of logs, rocks
and vegetation to create a tru-
ly stimulating play space.

The Junior School is also
preparing for an extension to
the assembly space and the
construction of two new class-
rooms to accommodate grow-
ing enrolments.

College principal Tony Corr
is excited for the year ahead.

“2026 is looking like an ex-
citing year for our school as
we continue to build on the
excellent work that has been

Mornin

Saturday 14 March
9am

1770 Phillip Island Road,
Phillip Island, Victoria

12pm

tional school and the school of
choice for so many families,”
Mr Corr said.

In light of the recent events
in Bondi, Mr Corr is reflective
on the college’s school vision,
which is to inspire young peo-
ple to engage in their world
with confidence and a sense
of purpose.

“We need to continue to in-
stil in our young people a so-
ciety that fosters and values
diversity and embraces dif-
ferent cultures, religions and
backgrounds,” he said.

“The values of our school, of
Empathy, Respect, Responsi-
bility, Honesty and Excellence,
remain at the core of what we
do, but also provide the blue-
print for a fair and just soci-
ety.

“The human, emotional, so-
cial and values-based parts
of education have never been
more important than they are
now.”

Newhaven College still has
limited places available for
2026.

Please contact the college’s
admissions team to arrange
a college tour on (03) 5956
7505 or visit newhavencol.vic.
edu.au for more information.

Newhaven College’s annual
Open Day will be held on Sat-
urday, March 14.

Bookings can be made on
the college website.

Scan the code to RSVP
or simply drop by!

newhavencol.vic.edu.au
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Principal Brad Hutchinson with new staff members Chris Kenyon, Ben Stein, Penny Morris, Zhi Xia,
Tom Maruskanic and Joel Lindeman-Collins. AO9 0526

Leongatha Secondary College
welcomes new staff for 2026

LEONGATHA Secondary Col-
lege’s six new teaching staff mem-
bers caught up with Sentinel-
Times on Thursday, the first day
of classes for the year.

Chris Kenyon is a learning spe-
cialist for science, a multifaceted
role in which he’ll be checking for
student understanding and help-
ing improve teaching practice.

He has joined the college after
teaching at Dromana College on
the Mornington Peninsula, bring-
ing a love for science and the
challenging nature of the subject,
having developed an interest in bi-
ology while at university after orig-
inally studying mathematics.

Former student Zhi Xia who
graduated from the school in 2023
returns as a PE trainee.

Joel Lindeman-Collins brings
experience from Boronia K-12 Col-
lege and will be teaching English
and Humanities in Leongatha,
having moved to San Remo with
his partner who is a wildlife ranger
on Phillip Island.

Mr Lindeman-Collins is not yet

By Andrew Paloczi

sure what to expect in terms of dif-
ferences between teaching in Mel-
bourne and the country.

“So far it's been good and every-
one’s been really supportive and
helpful,” he said, looking forward
to getting to know the students.

Tom Maruskanic is teaching
English, having previously taught
in the Melbourne suburb of Kew.

This is his third year of teach-
ing, with Mr Maruskanic explain-
ing why he is glad to have pursued
that career.

“I love the connection with peo-
ple and the relationships you build
with the staff, and watching the
kids grow up and learn; I've al-
ways been a people person, so it
was an obvious choice,” he said of
teaching,

While sure there will be differ-
ences teaching in a rural area, he
doesn’'t yet know what theyll be
but loves new experiences and a
challenge and is looking forward
to what Gippsland life offers.

Penny Morris arrives from closer
by, having taught at Bass Coast
College, and will be teaching Food
Studies.

“It's just the joy of food, skills,
the sharing and connections that
you make in the kitchen,” she said
of what she loves about sharing
her subject with students, add-
ing that eating the food is another
highlight.

Ms Morris looks forward to
building the program.

Ben Stein will teach Product De-
sign, having previously taught at
Mary MacKillop Catholic Regional
College.

He loves working with kids who
are engaged by hands-on learning,
and enjoys providing real-world
experiences through different me-
diums such as metal and wood
and fields such as automotive and
engineering,

The enthusiasm of the new staff
members is evident and no doubt
parents and the community wish
them well as they establish them-
selves at the college.

Large numbers kick off school year at Leongatha SC

By Andrew Paloczi

LEONGATHA Secondary Col-
lege’s year seven intake looked to
be settling in well when Sentinel-
Times popped in on Thursday for
the start of the new school year,
that cohort numbering 134, with
most coming from the adjoining
Leongatha Primary School.

There was a large intake from
Meeniyan Primary School, with
others coming from Leongatha’s St
Laurence O'Toole Primary School.

Primary schools in Tarwin Low-
er, Korumburra, Mirboo North
and Inverloch were also represent-
ed in the year seven intake.

Principal Brad  Hutchinson
spoke of the impressive numbers
beginning their senior school jour-
ney there.

“For us, it's great that people are
seeing that we're doing really good
things with young kids’ learning,
so I think the numbers are reflec-
tive of the strength of our teaching
and learning here at the college for
a number of years now,” he said.

Mr Hutchinson puts that down
to taking care of kids and their
wellbeing,

Former policeman Dale McCa-
hon continues as year seven co-
ordinator, clearly relishing the
chance to work with students and
help them address any challenges.

“He’s such a great asset to the
college,” Mr Hutchinson said,
praising Mr McCahon’s knack for

seven. A11_0526

smoothing the transition of stu-
dents into secondary education.

One of the major adjustments
after arriving from primary school
is having multiple teachers, and
classes held in different rooms.

“They have to get used to that
routine of moving classes every
hour,” Mr Hutchinson said.

Year sevens are given a dedicated
area to help them settle in.

All those Sentinel-Times met ap-
peared to be going well.

One of those, Ryder Pedlow came
from St Laurence O'Toole Primary
School, which he remarked had
only 120 kids last year in total.

However, he has made connec-
tions with students from various

— i
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Eddison Jeffrey and Mac Katz settle into class as they begin year

schools through sport and is ex-
cited to be joining lots of mates
at the college, not being daunt-
ed by the shift to a much larger
school.

Moriah Shannon is excited about
the sporting opportunities that
will be available at her new school,
particularly netball in which she
usually plays wing attack.

Ada Houston looks forward to
music lessons, especially learning
the guitar, her vibrant personality
suggesting she might just be a fu-
ture performer.

Overall, the college has 646 stu-
dents, its biggest number for a
long time, suggesting it's on the
right course.

The Knox family, Tom, Primrose, Madeline and Banks

celebrate Primrose starting school, following in the steps
of her older sister who is in grade two. AO3_0526

A warm welcome for 2026
at Leongatha Primary School

LEONGATHA Primary
School officially welcomed
the 2026 school year this
week, with a special focus
on its newest members, the
incoming prep students, who
arrived full of excitement and
enthusiasm for their first day
of school.

There are 61 kids starting
their school journey at the
school this year, 11 more
prep students than last year,
with the school having 523
pupils in total, slightly down
on 2025 in line with birth
rates.

One of the Prep intake Rex
Williams was so keen to start
school, his mum Clare said,
“We actually turned up yes-
terday,” with Rex’s dad Bren-
ton adding, “He’s been wear-
ing his uniform for the last
month.”

Starting his second year in
charge, principal Warwick
Ford was as excited as any of
the new arrivals.

He was keen to ensure the
day was free from stress
as new students joined the
friendly school community,
preps beginning a 12-year
school journey, half of which
for most will take place at
the next door Leongatha Sec-
ondary College.

The new prep cohort was
warmly greeted by the 2026
grade six student leaders,
who proudly took on the role
of welcoming ambassadors.

From friendly smiles to re-
assuring words, the senior
students helped ensure the
youngest learners felt safe,
supported, and excited to be-
gin their school journey.

On behalf of the school
community, Mr Ford shared
a heartfelt welcome, high-
lighting the school’s strong
commitment to fostering
kindness, curiosity, confi-
dence and inclusion.

The school’s vision centres
on developing lifelong learn-
ers who embrace challenges,
hold high expectations for
themselves and contribute
positively to an ever-chang-
ing global community.

Leongatha Primary School
places a strong emphasis on
educating the whole child,
supporting not only aca-
demic achievement but also
social and emotional devel-
opment.

Building self-esteem, re-
silience, and confidence in

every learner remains a key
priority, underpinned by
strong relationships and stu-
dent wellbeing.

As a Respectful Relation-
ships Lead School, the
school reinforces positive
behaviours and promotes its
core values of Being a Learn-
er, Being Respectful and Be-
ing Resilient.

These values are embed-
ded across all aspects of
school life and play a vital
role in creating a supportive
and inclusive learning envi-
ronment.

Students benefit from a
wide range of specialist pro-
grams, including Visual and
Performing Arts, Physical
Education, STEM and Aus-
lan.

Literacy continues to be a
major focus, supported by
an extensive school library
and a dedicated Tutoring
Program that provides addi-
tional support where needed.

The school also offers a va-
riety of enriching opportuni-
ties beyond the classroom,
such as gardening, cooking,
choir, Hands-on Learning
and camping programs.

A strong Support and Ex-
tension Program, delivered
with the assistance of dedi-
cated Education Support
Staff, ensures individual
learning needs are met.

Wellbeing remains central
to the school’s approach,
with a Wellbeing and Inclu-
sion Leader and Learning
Specialists working closely
with students and staff.

Adding to this support are
two trained therapy dogs
who play a valued role in

promoting student calm,
connection, and emotional
wellbeing,

Embracing the future of
education, Leongatha Prima-
ry School integrates digital
technologies through its one-
to-one iPad program, with
students receiving their own
device in grade three to sup-
port digital literacy alongside
traditional learning,

With energy, enthusiasm
and a strong sense of com-
munity, the school looks
forward to a successful and
rewarding year ahead, as it
continues to nurture con-
fident, capable learners,
starting with a very warm
welcome to the Class of
2026.
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Foster Secondary College 2026 Captains Anouar

Cunningham, Polly Barnes and Ursula John (Jacob Tay

absent). B21 0526

TAFE programs for Foster SC

TWO new TAFE Certificate
II programs have been intro-
duced to Foster SC for 2026
in Sport and Recreation and
Cabinet Making and Timber
Technology.

According to year 12 co-
ordinator Kit Rotthier the
TAFE programs will be
spread across year 10 to
year 12.

“Our number one focus is
always on student outcomes
and student wellbeing,” Mr
Rotthier said.

Being small Mr Rotthier
said Foster SC had a great
relationship with students
and their families and being
so close to the Prom Foster’s
specialty has been Outdoor
Education.

“We had outstanding re-
sults across all VCE sub-
jects particularly Outdoor
Education.”

Mr Rotthier said there had
been an increase in student
numbers at higher levels
with some students return-
ing to school and others
moving into the area.

By Bruce Wardley

“When students have a
choice of schools they're
choosing Foster SC.”

Enrolments at junior lev-
els at Foster SC have also
improved with new indus-
tries moving into the area
including Marinus Link
and offshore wind energy

companies.
School Captains An-
ouar Cunningham, Polly

Barnes and Ursula John
say a highlight of year 12
has been having a leader-
ship role working with the
teachers.

“We are also involved in
fundraising for the valedic-
tory dinner,” Ursula said.

“We will have bake sales,
a soup day and dressing-up
days.”

Anouar is hoping for a
career in medical research
and science, Polly is aim-
ing to study engineering
and the environment, and
Ursula hopes to study jour-
nalism at RMIT.

year, with students Rivendale, Kayden, Hannah, Reef,
Liam and Eleanor with teacher Lisa Sargent.

Small school with big opportunities

TARWIN Lower Primary
School continues to thrive as
a small regional school with
a total of 45 students, eight
of whom were welcomed into
prep for 2026.

Principal Jennifer Cox said
the whole school swimming
program, starting in term
one, will be a highlight for
the students this summer.

Five sessions for years
one to six at SPLASH have
already begun, with chil-
dren excited about the bus
trip into town and families
thrilled with the free swim
lessons offered as part of the
school curriculum.

Tarwin Lower Primary staff

welcomed Demi Butterworth
as an education support this
year.

“In welcoming Demi, we
now have an ES for each
class at the school,” Ms Cox
said.

“We also welcome Nicki
Robson, who will be teaching
two and a half days a week,
including Auslan and Physi-
cal Education.”

Ms Cox confirmed that the
biggest educational focus for
the year will be their writing
program.

For more information on
enrolment at Tarwin Lower
Primary School, call 03 5663
5263.

.

Foundation teachers Tomei Del Pozzo and Kath Moore with Lola, Maz and Isla on their first day at
school at Wonthaggi Primary School. B10_0526

Back to school with $6.7 million
upgrade for Wonthaggi PS

WITH work well underway on a
$6.7 million learning and work-
space upgrade at Wonthaggi Prima-
ry School this year’s prep students
had plenty to be excited about.

Confidently waving off their
mums, dads, grandparents and
special friends in the school
grounds, the early learning class-
room has been a familiar space for
these foundation students since
last year.

“The step into prep program
began in the last term of school,
they’'ve already attended school for
a session each week in term four,
2025,” explained foundation teach-
er Jo Ross.

Ms Ross

said foundation

By Bruce Wardley

enrolments were slightly up on last
year with 44 students coming from
Wonthaggi and Cape Paterson.

“Lots of siblings, brothers, sis-
ters and cousins of current stu-
dents.”

The open space classroom for
foundation students has been a
major success.

“We team-teach between two
classroom teachers, and one edu-
cation support. It means the stu-
dents remain connected with their
friends from kinder or family
friends.”

The core principles of founda-
tion studies are understanding

routines, building friendships, lan-
guage skills and phonics and nu-
meracy sKkills.

The school’'s Sounds Write pho-
nics program teaches the skills of
reading and writing with all stu-
dents able to read and write when
they go into grade one.

Principal Wendy Truett said with
total school enrolments reaching
370 some of the current preps
have been in and around Wonthag-
gi Primary School since they were
born.

“We welcome some new teachers
and education support staff who
are excited to be joining the team
at Wonthaggi Primary School,” Ms
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Kongwak PS leaders Charlotte, Letty-Brooke, Hazel, Heath and James. B18_0526

Truett said.

All smiles for back to school at Kongwak Primary

IT MAY be small compared to
some of the bigger schools in
South Gippsland but what Kong-
wak Primary School lacks in size
it makes up in community spirit.

Year five and six school lead-
ers for 2026 Charlotte, Letty-
Brooke, Hazel, Heath and James
come from Outtrim, Wattlebank,
Inverloch, Wonthaggi and Leon-
gatha.

That typifies Kongwak Primary
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By Bruce Wardley

School according to year three
to six teacher Lewis Rankin who
this year relocated from Inver-
loch Primary School to Kongwak.

“We have three new preps and a
total of 29 students,” Mr Rankin
said.

“It's a very small town but the
school has a warm, inviting com-
munity vibe.”

Kongwak Primary School is
committed to providing a high
quality education for its students
in a safe, respectful, inclusive
and engaging learning environ-
ment.

“Many of our students come off
local farms,” prep to year two
teacher Sally Dunn said.

They come from rural proper-
ties as far as Venus Bay and Ry-
anston.



Back

School

Phillip Island Vlllage School welcomes nine foundation students for the 2026 year. Christie [Mentor), Delilah, Alaya,
Teva, Mia, Zoe, Hutch, Asher, Jack, Remi, Chrissie (Assistant Mentor) and Osa (puppy).

PIVS building confidence,
curiosity and a love of learning

PHILLIP Island Village
School welcomes nine new
foundation students, the larg-
est cohort for PIVS and an
increase from last year, with
an enrolment total of 48 stu-
dents.

With new capital works un-
derway, the new build is set to
be complete by 2027 to enrich
the learning environment on
Phillip Island, a project that
will provide new classrooms
and a large communal space.

All the rooms have re-
cently been revamped over
the break, with the Foundy
(Foundation) room set beauti-
fully for play-based learning,
as well as a new large office
space for teaching staff.

Philosophy and Community

Leader Lien Sim said PIVS
welcomes several new staff
to the school year, including
Rick Nixon who has been a
part of the PIVS community
for several years and has re-
cently come to the end of his
teaching degree.

“We're very excited that Rick
will be joining us as a Mentor
this year,” Lien said.

“He is passionate about sup-
porting students to build con-
fidence, curiosity, and a love
of learning.

“Rick also brings his con-
siderable experience in cook-
ing and hospitality, and his
love of the ocean, and looks
forward to sharing both these
passions in his role.”

After helping at PIVS at the

end of 2025, staff were im-
pressed by the warmth and
capability that Annie Hearde
carried and together they
welcome her to join the PIVS
team as an Assistant Mentor.

“Annie looks forward to
enacting her values around
community, empathy and
collaboration in our setting,”
Lien said.

Annie has experience in
environmental management,
working with people and is
currently studying Education
Support.

“Our much-loved Kitchen
Coordinator, Kelly Berry is
going to be at school four days
a week this year; three in the
kitchen and the fourth in an
Assistant Mentor role,” Lien

said.

“This will help support the
continual expansion of our
Kitchen Garden program, as
well as helping to facilitate
cooking projects, which are
always popular.

“We are so happy to have
Kelly step into this new role.”

As the school continues to
grow, PIVS needed additional
help in the school office, and
has welcomed Misty Johns to
join the administration team
this year.

Misty has previously been
part of the Koonwarra Village
School community and brings
administration and market-
ing experience to her role at
PIVS, along with a passion for
photography and community.

Strong enrolments for Inverloch Prlmary School

INVERLOCH Kongwak Pri-
mary School has continued
to attract strong enrolments
in 2026 with 470 students en-
rolled at Inverloch and 29 stu-
dents at the Kongwak annexe.

Principal Ben Soumilas
said 2026 would be about
strengthening the things that
the school has introduced
and the good practices adopt-
ed over the last few years.

“Support teams are the key,
building on the role of student
leaders,” said Mr Soumilas.

Each leader is expected to
run a student class during
recess breaks which can in-
clude drama, singing, chess
and sporting clubs.

Among the staff changes
this year has been the trans-
fer of teacher Lewis Rankin to
the Kongwak campus as on-
site manager. New teachers
to the school include Craig
McCaughan in Grade 3-4 and
Anna Phillips Grade 5-6.

“The focus for 2026 is to

Inverloch Kongwak Primary School Principal Ben Soumilas with 2026 Inverloch School
Captains Alana, Bella, Rosie and Oskar. B19 0526

keep enhancing the student
experience by engaging stu-
dents in their learning,” Mr
Soumilas said.

“To do that we're prioritising

supporting our teachers to
keep learning. One of the
things our school families
find is that we've got a great
culture at both schools of

older students taking care of
younger students and taking
their positions as role models
very seriously and embracing
that responsibility.”

Mason and Samuel buddy up at San
Remo Primary.

San Remo Primary'’s
new build begins

AFTER years of patiently waiting, San
Remo Primary School’s new build is be-
ginning, just in time for 18 new preps to
commence their first year of schooling,
and an enrolment of 150 students across
prep to grade 6.

The school welcomes principal Karen
Bowker from leave, where she said the
staff did a wonderful job in her absence,
especially acting principal Lauren Hamer.

With project works underway, the grade
5/6 classroom has been moved, and so will
the old library over the next two weeks.

“When this happens, they will start to
prepare the site for building works,” Ms
Bowker said.

“We are very excited for them to start
building two new classrooms, an adminis-
tration building and staff facilities.

“This will make a huge difference for our
families with 21st-century learning hap-
pening in 21st-century classrooms.”

This year, San Remo welcomes Mim Mc-
Graw to the school.

“Mim is excited to move to the area and
develop strong connections with the com-
munity,” Ms Bowker said.

Explicit teaching and student engage-
ment are the focus for the school year
ahead, as well as student wellbeing,.

St Joseph’s Primary School, Wonthaggi,
students Elliza and Evelyn at their very
first buddy lunch of the year.

St Joseph's
welcomes new faces

ST Joseph’'s Primary School, Wonthaggi
is excited to welcome students and families
back for a new school year filled with learn-
ing, growth and opportunity.

“We are looking forward to continuing to
build on our strong academic achievements
while providing a supportive and engaging
learning environment for all students. I feel
very fortunate to lead a school that is warm,
purposeful and values-driven - a place where
people genuinely care and strive to do their
best for children in every sense, not just aca-
demically,” principal Mrs Joanne Coldebella
said.

St Joseph’s has welcomed new staff mem-
bers this year, including Mr Will Meaden as
Sports Coordinator and Physical Education
teacher - an important role given the high
level of student involvement in sporting op-
portunities - and Mr Liam Anderson to the
year five/six teaching team.

The school also welcomes new Parish
Priest, Fr Denis O'Bryan.

Among the many opportunities ahead this
year, the school is looking forward to the con-
tinued growth of the school choir, led by Per-
forming Arts teacher Ms Danielle Paulson,
and the many occasions for students to share
their talents with the wider community.
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Every club, group and volunteer organisation

IS ALWAYS LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS!

Korumburra Stamp
Club Annual Fair

LOCALS and collectors are invited to the
Anglican Church Hall on Bridge Street,
Korumburra, as the Korumburra Stamp
Club hosts its annual fair on Saturday,
February 14. Entry to the event is free.

It will run from 9am to 3pm with refresh-
ments and food available for purchase on
the day. Club secretary Peter Treadwell
said both the fair and the club itself had
grown steadily since the group relocated to
Korumburra almost a decade ago.

“We have 10 active members. This will be
our ninth or tenth year,” he said.

“Initially we were the Foster Stamp Club
and only had about three active members.
We decided to move up here and see what
would happen, and since then we have
picked up new members and things have
been running along very well.”

The fair will feature six or seven stamp
and coin dealers, each offering stamps,
coins and collectibles for sale. Dealers will
also be happy to assess collections and
provide valuations for attendees.

“If people want to bring something along
to sell, I am sure the dealers will have a
look at it,” Mr Treadwell said.

He said the event will cater to collectors
of all experience levels.

“Serious collectors might find some-
thing special. Beginners will certainly find
something, And those in between can ask
around and maybe get some leads on what
they are looking for.”

The club has no joining fee, with mem-
bers only paying $3 per meeting night.

Ask Mr Treadwell what he’s looking for-
ward to the most on the day, and he’ll give
you a simple answer.

“Trying to find something I haven't got
yet,” he said with a smile.

CUC Bass Coast celebrates five
years of supportlng local students

COUNTRY Universities
Centre (CUC) Bass Coast is
celebrating five years of sup-
porting local students to ac-
cess higher education, and the
community is invited to help
mark the milestone at its up-
coming Open Day in March.

Located in Wonthaggi, CUC
Bass Coast offers a free study
and learning space for individ-
uals pursuing degrees, diplo-
mas or Certificate IV qualifica-
tions through any Australian
university or higher education
institution.

The Centre is one of four
affiliated Regional University
Study Hubs in Victoria, along-
side Wangaratta, Swan Hill
and Hamilton, and is part of
a national network of 56 hubs
supporting more than 15,000
regional and remote students
across the country.

Research shows that people
living in regional and rural
parts of Australia are 50 per
cent less likely to engage in
higher education.

Country Universities Centres
were established to address
this gap by bringing higher
education support closer to
home.

To celebrate five years of op-
erations, the Centre will host

The best ideas start around the table at CUC Bass Coast,
where students connect and become part of a local learning
community.

an Open Day on Thursday,
March 5, from 10am to 2pm.

Members of the public are in-
vited to tour the facilities, meet
staff and students, and enjoy
complementary coffee and
cake to celebrate the Centre’s
fifth year of operations.

Centre Manager Sarah
Bourke encouraged anyone
considering higher education to
visit and learn more about how
CUC Bass Coast supports stu-
dents to live and study locally.

“Our Centre is a posi-
tive and welcoming place for
students, offering an additional

space beyond home and work
where people feel connected to
their learning community,” Ms
Bourke said.

“For many years, regional
students have had to leave
home or give up on further
study altogether. CUC makes it
possible to study locally while
continuing to work and live in
our region, which is incredibly
important for both students
and the broader community.”

CUC Bass Coast Board Chair
Martin Keogh said the Cen-
tre is committed to creating a
supportive and empowering

environment for regional stu-
dents.

“We believe in creating a
space where regional students
feel supported, connected,
and empowered to succeed
without leaving their commu-
nities,” Mr Keogh said.

“We have an incredible team
that provides academic sup-
port to develop the core skills
needed for successful indepen-
dent learning at university.”

CUC Bass Coast is a dedi-
cated local learning hub that
collaborates with  schools,
tertiary partners and other
educational organisations to
expand opportunities for stu-
dents throughout the region.

Students have access to the
Centre seven days a week,
with high-speed technology,
academic mentoring and a
network of like-minded stu-
dents, creating a strong com-
munity learning environment.

To date, the Centre has sup-
ported more than 500 stu-
dents on their higher edu-
cation journeys, connecting
them with resources, com-
munity, and tailored academic
support.

For more information, call
the team on 0472 741 451 or
visit www.cucbasscoast.edu.au

000000

Are you wanting to study
and stay close to home?

Join our local learning
community

We are a safe, secure study centre open
from 5am to midnight, 7 days a week

Quiet, dedicated study space
Dual screen computers

Fast, reliable internet
Networking with other students
Exam invigilation services

Academic, wellbeing &
administrative support

Registration is FREE and open to all
higher education students

21-23 Baillieu Street, Wonthaggi

www.cucbasscoast.edu.au | 0472 741 451
degrees@cucbasscoast.edu.au
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CUC lets me have a
community and an
environment to study

and be myself.

Grace, Undergraduate
Certificate in Teaching

Education Studies,
Curtin University

Country
Universities
Centre

BASS COAST



Every club, group and volunteer organisation

IS ALWAYS LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS!

LEONGATHA Golf Club’s
Festival of Golf is fast ap-
proaching with all golfers pos-
sessing a valid Golf Link Aus-
tralia handicap encouraged to
participate in all or part of the
four-day event that starts on
Thursday March 5 and con-
cludes on Sunday March 8.

The club’s Acting President
Craig Hams remarked that
the Festival is for golfers of all
abilities, not just the elite.

That explains the change in
name from what has previ-
ously been the Leongatha Golf
Club Annual Tournament,
ensuring people realise that
while competitive, the event is
enjoyable for all.

At the conclusion of each
round, players hang around
for a drink and chat prior to
prize presentations.

Many visiting golfers from
surrounding clubs and Mel-
bourne and beyond will hit
the fairways along with Le-
ongatha Golf Club members,
with the host club keen to
welcome new and returning
visitors.

Craig noted Leongatha Golf
Club’s membership is con-
tinuing to grow as a conse-
quence of people embracing
the course and its layout,
which he describes as “well
manicured and challenging”.

Festival of Golf action gets
underway with teams of two

Leongatha Golf Club’s Golf Operations Manager Glenn
Marsham and staff member Adrian Banks show off the
splendid course Festival of Golf participants will enjoy in

early March. A12 0526

playing to a 4BBB Stableford
format, with the individual
best Stableford score record-
ed on each hole.

A four person Ambrose
event takes place on the Fri-
day, with the best ball selected
each time from tee to green.

LISA PELLIN DANCERS
ENROLMENTS OPEN ANYTIME

Classes available

® Jazz @ Acrobatics @ Hip Hop

@ Ballet ® Contemporary

® Music Theatre @ Tap
@ Pre-School programs

® Recreational to advanced
classes for all ages 2yrs-18yrs

@ Adult classes available

Studios in Leongatha/Inverloch
Visit our website for all information
www.lpd5678.com e: info@Ipd5678.com

Saturday features an indi-
vidual Stableford event, with
a 2 Ball Gentsomes format
followed on the Sunday where
the best drive is chosen and
both players play their own
balls from that spot to finish
the hole individually.

Its a great opportunity to
play on a high-quality course
at an excellent price, with
each visitor paying just $35
per event or $120 for the four
days, with the cost for Leon-
gatha Golf Club members be-
ing $15 per event or $50 for
all four days.

Those prices include com-
petition and green fee costs.

To enter some or all of the
Festival of Golf events, visit
leongathagolf.com.au and
select ‘Book Festival of Golf
Now’ for an entry form, call
the club’s Pro Shop on 5664
3314 or pop into the club.

There’s plenty happening
at the Leongatha golf course,
with the club running a dis-
trict competition every Friday
for a competition only fee of
just 812, with bookings to be
made through the Pro Shop
on 5664 3314 and play com-
mencing at 8am.

Members of golf clubs
in South, East or West
Gippsland who have a Golf
Link number registered to
that club are eligible to play
in Friday district competi-
tion.

In exciting news, Leongatha
Golf Club will host a PGA
Pro-Am event in February
2027 with work towards that
already having commenced
and details to be provided
when available.

LEONGATHA

TENNIS

Q 52 ROUGHEAD STREET, LEONGATHA

Table tennis
season serves up

LEONGATHA Table Tennis Association is
open to all and welcoming new and return-
ing players as the season gets underway.

The association has players with a wide
range of skills at the table and is often
open to opportunities to help members
develop their game further.

Starting back up for the season, people
are welcome to join the association from
4pm to 7pm on Wednesday, February 4,
to have a hit, whether they are new to the
sport, experienced or looking for a social
sporting experience.

The club can be found between the two
Leongatha football ovals, just down the
gravel path as you enter the park.

Table tennis bats and balls are available for
those willing to give the game a go, so there’s
no need to bring your own equipment.

Throughout the year, players can play on
different nights, whether they are senior
players at advanced or A-Grade level, ju-
nior players or Keenagers.

The Keenagers sessions offer older play-
ers a chance to stay active and social in a
relaxed environment.

Games are both competitive and social,
with more experienced players often offer-
ing advice when needed.

Throughout the year, players involved
with the club are also invited to statewide
and inter-association competitions, such
as Country Championships held over the
King's Birthday weekend.

Over the past few years, the club has
sent multiple teams to Country Week,
which has been hosted in Traralgon.

More information can be found on the
Leongatha Table Tennis Association Face-
book page.

ALL ARE WELCOME

Find us on facebook

¢, PH: 0419 595 518 [ dirjul2@bigpond.com
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Every club, group and volunteer organisation
IS ALWAYS LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS!

STUDIO Phoenix celebrates its
20th anniversary of dance on the
Bass Coast, showcasing a strong
commitment to the arts.

This year, the studio is proud
to be collaborating with interna-
tional ballet artist and educator
Elias Frantziskonis as part of its
ongoing commitment to providing
high-quality ballet training for re-
gional students.

Founded by Wonthaggi local
Naomi Laing in her early twen-
ties, the studio began with just 25
students and has since grown into
a thriving, purpose-built dance
facility in Wonthaggi, providing
high-quality performing arts ed-
ucation close to home for local
families.

Today, 20 years on, Studio Phoe-
nix is led by co-directors Naomi
Laing and Jane Hanley, both Bass
Coast locals with decades of expe-
rience across dance performance,
choreography and education.

Together, they oversee curricu-
lum development and student
pathways, supporting dancers
from early childhood through to
advanced levels in a nurturing,
community-centred environment.

“Our classical ballet program
follows the Royal Academy of
Dance syllabus,” Ms Hanley said.

“RAD is a beautiful, interna-
tionally recognised syllabus that
provides strong technical foun-
dations, clear progression, and a
deep understanding of movement
and musicality.

Ready Set Dance students at the Studio Phoenix Dance concert.

“It supports a wide range of
pathways, from further train-
ing and teaching qualifications
through to confident recreational
dance.”

Mr Frantziskonis has performed
with leading international compa-
nies including Béjart Ballet Laus-
anne and the Czech National Bal-
let and trained at world-renowned
institutions across Europe and
the United States.

He is now based in Victoria,
working with dancers across the
state.

“Through masterclasses and
regular visits, Elias will be work-
ing closely with our ballet stu-
dents and teachers, supporting
technical development, musical-
ity, and artistic confidence,” Ms
Hanley said.

“This collaboration reflects
our belief that regional dancers

@studiophoenix ﬁ @studiophoenixbasscod

T

deserve access to exceptional
training and inspiration without
needing to leave their community.”

Studio Phoenix Dance offers tap,
jazz, contemporary, hip hop and
musical theatre across preschool,
junior, intermediate and senior
levels, alongside Royal Academy
of Dance ballet.

“We are proud to be the offi-
cial Bass Coast location for the
award-winning Ready Set Dance
and Ready Set Ballet programs
for preschool-aged children,” Ms
Hanley said.

“We have also recently expanded
our contemporary program to
our Newhaven location, offering
contemporary training on Phillip
Island, which is already becoming
a popular class and something
we're incredibly excited to grow.

“We have also reintroduced
adult classes in response to

interest and community demand.

“We love welcoming adults back
into dance, whether they danced
as children or are trying it for the
first time.

“Adult classes are held at our
Wonthaggi studio, which is our
main studio location.”

Trial classes are available for all
ages.

“What a shame if the world’s
next tap dancer lives in Wonthaggi
and never knows it because they
never got the chance to try tap,”
Ms Hanley said.

“Trial classes are about comfort,
curiosity and enjoying something
new.”

In recent years, several Studio
Phoenix Dance students have suc-
cessfully auditioned for the Tran-
sit Dance Elevate Program.

Studio Phoenix Dance alumni
Marni McGrath performs overseas

and Annabelle Clarkson, who
studied RAD with Miss Gemma
Brown, is now a certified RAD
educator and Ballet Progressions
Technique teacher at Laneway
Dance in Melbourne.

“We absolutely support students
who wish to pursue professional
pathways in the performing arts,”
Ms Hanley said.

“At the same time, dance does
not need a professional outcome
to be meaningful.

“In regional communities, sport
is valued for confidence, resil-
ience, friendships and belonging,
even though only a small percent-
age will ever play professionally.

“Dance offers those same life-
long benefits.

“That belief sits at the heart of
our studio motto, Dance. For Life.”

At Studio Phoenix, students are
welcome to join at any point up to
Term 4, when concert rehearsals
begin.

Competition opportunities are
offered as an extension rather
than a requirement and vary de-
pending on age and style.

“Families can choose whether
competitions align with their goals,
with confidence, enjoyment and
quality training always remaining
the priority,” Ms Hanley said.

Studio Phoenix Dance has a fac-
ulty of seven experienced teach-
ers across all styles, with teach-
ing staff continuing to refine their
craft through ongoing professional
development and masterclasses.

Would you like to make a
difference in your community?

The CWA of Victoria is an Association of women supporting people in need.
New members are welcome to be part of a fun, dynamic, caring organisation.
Our focus is on friendships and personal development while offering
help and assistance to vulnerable women, children and families.
Start your rewarding journey today at one of our branches

VISIT US AT OUR STALL AT COAL CREEK FARMERS MARKET

7 JICTORIA

at Korumburra on the 2nd Saturday each month

The Country Women’s
Association of Victoria Inc.

care empower contribute

\

Phone: 0434 552 776 Email: cwagippslandhills@gmail.com ﬂ

THEMATWRE |1

Yearly Membership: Full $27 Gonc. $23

10 join, email: offshoretheatre@gmail.com

N C.

DO YOU LOVE THE THEATRE?

Become an Offshore Theatre Member and enjoy these fantastic benefits:
+ 10% off tickets to all our shows.

- Exclusive Theatre Access - discounted tickets and transport to 4 shows a year!
- Be the first to know about what’s coming up, how to be involved and what’s on offer.

|

ME0842
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Commanity

Howse

Pop in and grab a copy
of the program or visit
www.milpara.org.au/
term-program/

We have a full calendar from
weekly activities, courses,
information sessions
and events.

Whaf are your
plans for 2026?

Learn Local Courses Book Now:
Digital Essentials - using tablets/phones,

Introduction to Google Docs & Sheets,

Basic Cooking, Side Hustle to Success and
Microbusiness for Makers.
Special Events: Bring Your Power Bill
(new Date 23/2), International Day of Happiness,
Listen for Life, Hearing Checks, My Aged Care Reg

Assistance, First Aid and Energy Exchange

A ¥ 2 F A

15 Little Commercial Street, Korumburra (in the Korumburra Community Hub)
P: 5655 2524 | Office Hours: 9am - 2pm Monday to Friday

www.milpara.org.au | hello@milpara.org.au




Every club, group and volunteer organisation

IS ALWAYS LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS!

Tour gulde and Pre51dent of Frlends of the State Coal Mine Garry (Moz] Wllson about to take another group on a walkmg
tour of the Wonthaggi mine. BO1_0526

Join in the adventures at the State Coal Mine

FRIENDS of the State Coal
Mine have exciting new oppor-
tunities to become a volunteer
walk-in walk-out mine tour
guide in 2026.

Volunteers are needed to fill a
number of positions which you
may be interested in.

As a tour guide you will be
able to reveal to visitors the
many historic stories of a coal
miner’s life and the working
conditions they dealt with on
a daily basis, view the many
historical buildings and take a
memorable tour down an origj-
nal coal mine steeped in history.

At the same time, as a tour
guide you will be part of an

amazing, dedicated and pas-
sionate group of volunteers who
will support you all the way in
conjunction with the on-site
Parks Victoria team members.

Tour guides Garry (Moz) Wil-
son and Kevin Guthrie who
have been volunteering at the
State Coal Mine for a number of
years say it is a rewarding com-
munity role.

During that time, they have
conducted many tours of our
significant historic coal mine to
cater for visitors from far and
wide about the experiences of
a coal miner’s life and the con-
ditions they worked under for
many decades at the State Coal

FRIENDS OF THE
*STATE COALMINEINC.

Invite you on a Unique Adventure

No experience required | On-site training with Parks Victoria team

JOIN OUR DYNAMIC AND DEDICATED TEAM
We are looking for volunteer
Underground Mine Tour Guides  Gardeners
Gift Shop Assistants - Maintenance Team ¢ Tourist information
If you think this is for you, please contact the State Coal Mine on (03) 8427 2118

Open 10am-4pm 7 days a week.
Underground Tours can be booked on Parks Victoria online website.

Mine.

All you need to have as a tour
guide is a passion for history
and passing on accumulated
historical information to visi-
tors.

Training is conducted by the
on-site Parks Victoria team
members, and you will have the
support of the current team of
volunteer tour guides who are
prepared to include you in the
adventures of the walk-in walk-
out mine tours.

It's simple to join the State
Coal Mine tour guide team, all
you need to do is telephone the
State Coal Mine on (03) 8427
2118, 10am to 4pm seven days

HM13301

a week or visit the State Coal
Mine and have a chat with the
volunteer tour guides and Parks
Victoria on-site team members.

You must be at least 18 years
of age and have a Working with
Children Check.

All training is conducted by
Parks Victoria on-site team
members.

The hours are flexible and
tours are conducted from

11.30am to 2.00pm daily.

We're looking forward to you
joining the Friends of the State
Coal Mine tour guide team to
ensure the State Coal Mine his-
tory is preserved for genera-
tions to come.

SATURDAY JUNIORNETBALL IS BACK!

Winter Season * April - September - 8am - 12noon
Wonthaggi Netball Courts, Korumburra Road

11 and under — mixed * 13 and under — mixed
15 and under - female ¢ 18 and under — expressions of interest

Winter netball comp
returns to Wonthaggi

THE relaunch of Wonthaggi and District
Netball Association’s winter competition will
ensure as many kids get their time to shine
on the court as possible.

After a small hiatus, the winter competition
is returning to the Wonthaggi netball courts
with several clubs already putting teams into
the mix.

The competition will feature Ulls, Ul3s,
Ul5s and U18s, with a ladies’ competition to
be held on Tuesday nights.

Wonthaggi and District Netball Association
will oversee the competition, but the onus is
on local clubs to rally their teams together
for a fun season.

Starting dates are yet to be confirmed, but
the season is expected to run from March
until August.

“We want to see as many clubs as possible
banding together to be part of the competi-
tion. Our focus is getting kids on the court
and enjoying themselves,” WDNA spokesper-
son and committee member Virginia Hunt
said.

“The response so far has been overwhelm-
ingly positive. People want to see this hap-
pen. We are all very excited.”

The association will offer an inclusive en-
vironment to netballers, with special games
thrown into the fixture, including an Indig-
enous Round.

Any interested clubs and players are en-
couraged to head over to the new website at
wdnawonthaggi.org to express their interest.

“Our competition is all about getting kids
involved and having fun, but we also want to
show clubs and families that we are serious
about bringing this competition back to the
community,” Ms Hunt said.

Follow the association on Facebook for
more updates.

HM13308

Visit www.wdnawonthaggi.org for more information

19-37 GARDEN STREET, WONTHAGGI
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FﬁSTER

& DISTRICT
ACRICULTURAL

SAVE
THE

SCANTO

WONTHAGGI RSL
SUB BRANCH

Serving veterans and the local community

60 Graham Street, Wonthaggi VIC 3995
https://rslvic.com.au/venue/wonthaggi-rsl/

GET YOUR
TICKETS

SHOW

nee 1903 1]

DATE!

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 28, 2026
FOSTER SHOWGROUNDS

WWW.FOSTERSHOW.COM

() 0425 728 525

f erosTErAGSHOW

WHAT'S ON AT THE RSL

The Sub-Branch reopens this Friday, February 6
with social drinks from 4pm, social chats in the bar, meat raffle
kindly supplied by Wonthaggi Meats, supper provided

FIRST MORNING TEA FOR 2026

Wednesday, February 18 at 10.30am - all welcome.

RSL ACTIVE-RESUMES IN MARCH 2026

Includes a clay target shoot with Inverloch and Wonthaggi RSL clubs

HM13304
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Leongatha Horticultural Society

VISITORS AND NEW
MEMBERS WELCOME
The Dakers Centre, Leongatha

Monthly Meetings
Next Meeting: Thursday, Feb 26, 2026

w: leongathahorticulturalsociety.com.au
e: leon.horticulture@hotmail.com
£

'¢p: 0438 492709 €A

)

ME0837

oy

b, -

STAMP'CLU
ANNUAL FAIR

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 14
9AM TO 3PM
ANGLICAN CHURCH HALL,
BRIDGE STREET, KORUMBURRA
FREE ENTRY
STAMP AND COIN DEALERS
IN ATTENDANCE

For further information,
contact Peter on 9024 0206

¥(ORUMBURRA®

ME0845

For more information call Neil

Dinner Meetings 6pm 1st & 3rd Tuesday
at Wonthaggi Workers Club

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

Join our Pride - Serve our Community with

THE WONTHAGGI LIONS CLUB

e FRIENDSHIP

e CONNECTING
* FUNDRAISING
* PURPOSE

5672 2559

SPIKEZONE &

Thursday nights - Leongatha SPLASH Stadium
SENIORS: 7.10pm starts Feb 5

VOLLEYBALL

SOUTH GIPPSLAND

2026 Summer/Autumn Season

JUNIORS: 5.45pm starts Feb 5

INDIVIDUAL PLAYERS WELCOME ALL EXPERIENCE LEVELS
Find us on Facebook and Instagram n @]
Jess (Secretary) 0447 262 522 or southgippslandvolleyball@outlook.com

MEO0838

South Gippsland's
Premier Function,
Entertainment
& Leisure Destination

OPEN 7 DAYS

Smith St & Michael PI &*
Leongatha | 56622747

LEONGATHA
RSL

EST 1919

BISTRO

Lunch 12-2pm

Dinner

5:30-8pm

Gluten free &
vegan options

Red Poppy Cafe
Open 11am - 5:30pm @ f
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Summersalt Gymnastics
launches new programs for 2026

SUMMERSALT Gymnas-
tics in Wonthaggi is back
for 2026 with new pro-
grams and a simple goal.

“We want to be the best
part of every kid's day
when they come through
the door,” founder Chelsea
Caple said.

The gym has introduced
three revamped programs
this year catering to chil-
dren from six months to
18 years old.

Sweet Peas caters to ba-
bies and preschoolers with
a curriculum developed by
specialised paediatricians
in the United States to sup-
port physical, social and
cognitive development.

Gym Zone focuses on
gymnastics with a new
level-based structure so
children and parents can
track progression.

Ninja Kids offers high-
energy obstacle courses
and trampolines for those
who love to climb, jump
and challenge themselves.

“There’s kids that come
in here and love the gym-
nastics equipment and
then there’s other kids that
come in here and love the
trampolines,” Ms Caple
said.

“We've got a little bit of

something for everyone.”

|

Catie practises her balance on the beam at
Summersalt Gymnastics in Wonthaggi.

The gym has also intro-
duced Casual Play ses-
sions offering an hour of
free time in the gym.

Members can access
Casual Play for free while
non-members pay $14.99.

Sessions can be booked

via the website.

Summersalt Gymnastics
is located at 5-6/120 McK-
enzie Street, Wonthaggi.

For more information
visit www.summersaltgym.
com.au or call 0447 524
071.

2026 ENROLMENTS
W oF

i

v ad

SUMMESISALT
5-6/120 McKenzie Street, Wonthaggi

HM13302

TIMETABLE



Labor candidate calls for
more support for workers
By Bruce Wardley

Inverloch sand dredging
IS a band-aid solutlon

LOCALS have expressed deep
concern over the $5.3 million
plan to dredge sand from An-
derson Inlet and pump it on to
the Inverloch surf beach to re-
build eroded dunes.

The Department of Energy,
Environment and Climate Ac-
tion (DEECA) admitted last
week the replenished sand
dunes are only expected to last
four to 10 years.

“It will depend on the tides,”
said a DEECA spokesman.

ENDORSED Labor candidate for Bass
Chris Buckingham has called for increased
support for working people and those who
have served in the defence forces.

“Labor has invested heavily in the local
hospital after years of neglect,” Mr Bucking-
ham said.

“Ongoing investment is also needed in
educational facilities.”

In a wide-ranging meeting with members
of the Wonthaggi sub-branch of the RSL, Mr
Buckingham said it was a balancing act be-
tween planned growth and maintaining en-
vironmental values to ensure the food and
fibre sector continues to flourish and grow.

Having relocated to Inverloch, to a house
he has owned for several years, Mr Buck-
ingham said he had been a regular visitor to

“We may need to do further
renourishment work to retain
the integrity of the dunes.”

The Inverloch Foreshore Ac-
tion Group (IFAG) criticised
DEECA for failing to reassure
the community that the long-
term erosion crisis is being ad-
dressed in a serious, durable
and evidence-based way.

“What was put forward rein-
forced a pattern of short-term,
temporary responses that failed
to confront the underlying
causes of erosion and offered
no credible pathway to perma-
nent protection. Moving sand
around without addressing the
drivers of erosion is not a solu-
tion, it's a holding pattern,” said
IFAG Chair Kerrie Giles.

“The community has seen
this cycle play out repeatedly.
Temporary works are under-
taken, storms undo them, and
the process starts again. What
is proposed is a short term fix
which eventually will not save
the surf life saving clubhouse,
the road to Cape Paterson or,
eventually hundreds of homes.”

Sandbags are also currently
being installed in front of the
Surf Life Saving Club.

“These works are being pre-
sented as mitigation, but in
reality they amount to ongoing
maintenance of a failing ap-
proach,” Ms Giles said.

“Each iteration consumes
public money yet leaves the
beach no more secure than be-
fore. IFAG is particularly con-
cerned that the current works
are being designed as fully
temporary, despite widespread
acknowledgement that erosion
will continue and that similar

Bass Coast Shire expects an overlap between the start of sand dredging in Anderson
Inlet and the extension and repair of the sandbag wall at the Inverloch SLSC which is not
expected to be completed until mid-March. mO1 0526

interventions will almost cer-
tainly be required again.”

IFAG said it was deeply frus-
trating to know this work will
have to be redone, yet the infra-
structure being installed, espe-
cially the pipes will be disman-
tled and removed rather than
left in-situ for the next inevitable
iteration.

“This is not efficiency, it is a
waste of public money.

“Once again the can has been
kicked down the road,” Ms
Giles said.

“We don’t want this problem
managed forever, we want it
solved,” said IFAG.

Riley Hall Contracting one
of Australia’s largest privately
owned dredging, civil and ma-
rine contractors said it planned
to bring a cutter suction dredge
to Inverloch.

The Kirra has been working
to repair major storm damage
at Bribie Island and will be re-
located to Inverloch in mid-Feb-
ruary to start dredging by April.

The dredge and workboats
will be unloaded and mobil-
ised at Inverloch Charters near
Mahers Landing on Treadwells
Road, and a grassed area adja-
cent to the Inverloch jetty used
for a site office and unloading of

poly pipes.

Senior Project Engineer Riley
Darrant said access will be re-
quired from time to time from
the Surf Life Saving Club.

“The beach area will be tem-
porarily closed for hours while
machinery is offloaded.”

“Booster pumps are used to
avoid blockages and the pipe
bursting,” said Mr Darrant.

“The floating pipeline acts as a
damper for the floating dredge.”

An estimated 150 metres of
floating pipeline will have yel-
low marker buoys and lights
attached. The remainder of the
pipeline is expected to rest on
the sea floor with safe crossing
points identified with green and
red buoys and floating lights.

It is anticipated that 40 to 50
metres of pipeline will stretch
along the beach.

“The construction area will be
flagged off,” Mr Darrant said.

The slushy mixture of water
and sand will not be safe to
walk on after it is pumped.

Mr Darrant said once it is
pumped it may come out as
dark but after a couple of days
it will lighten and the dark
patches will disappear in a cou-
ple of days.

Hall Contracting said only
100 to 150 metres of beach will
be closed at any time.

“Some areas may be kept
open, but some may be closed
for three to five days,” said Mr
Darrant.

Mr Darrant explained the
poly pipes came in 20-metre
sections and would need to be
bolted together to form a total
length of 4km.

“Part of the pipeline may be
buried so people can walk over
it,” he said.

Dredging is likely to start at
7.30am each morning with
workers on-site at 6am.

A total of 100,000 cubic me-
tres of sand will be dumped
onto the beach which DEECA
has estimated was equivalent to
4,500 tip truck loads.

Water quality tests will be
conducted daily to ensure no
poor quality water is pumped
onto the beach. The surf beach
will remain open but with the
possibility of some dirty water
swimmers and surfers will be
advised to go to clearer water.

The pipeline could be moved
to higher ground or placed on
blocks during king tides and
work will stop during lightning
storms for the safety of the crew.
According to Hall Contracting
the dredge can continue to op-
erate in high winds and a light
swell.

New AEDs prompt free hands-on training in Cape Paterson

CAPE Paterson beachgoers
were treated to a close-up
demonstration of life-saving
equipment on Thursday,
January 29, when the Wont-
haggi Life Saving Club hosted
a free CPR and AED familiar-
isation session on Bay Beach
Road.

The one-hour demonstra-
tion came after the installa-
tion of two brand new public-
ly available AEDs (Automated
External Defibrillators) in
Cape Paterson, one being in-
stalled at the Wonthaggi Life
Saving Club, and the other at
the Cape Tavern.

From 12pm to lpm, attend-
ees learnt about emergency
procedures before having the
opportunity to step in for some
hands-on practice with a man-
nequin and an AED device.

Wonthaggi Life Saving Club
president Mark Scott said
the primary objective is to
increase people’s confidence.

“We don’t want to demonise
the AEDs. We want people to
feel comfortable using them,”

-
Mark Scott and Immogen Nolan with a brand-new AED,
recently installed at the Wonthaggi Life Saving Club.
W02 0526

Mr Scott said.

“A lot of people are scared
to use them. They're always
dramatised in TV shows and
movies, with sparks flying ev-
erywhere. It's not like that.”

Ambulance Victoria para-
medic Immogen Nolan spear-
headed the session and

walked the group through
things they should be look-
ing for in an emergency situ-
ation.

She said people should
start CPR when a person is
unconscious or not breathing
properly.

“You would start CPR first,

call triple zero while you're
doing CPR, and request for
an ambulance,” Ms Nolan
said.

“And then if there is some-
one else available ask them
to go and get an AED close
by.”

She urged people to act ear-
ly when possible and simply
follow instructions.

“We want them to just make
sure theyre calling triple
zero. They’re listening to the
instructions and trying to get
hands on chest before we get
there,” she said.

Ms Nolan said early defi-
brillation can be the differ-
ence between life and death.

“If someone can apply an
AED before the ambulance

gets there, it doubles their
chances of survival,” she
said.

Both Ms Nolan and Mr
Scott said they hope the ses-
sion will be the beginning of a
broader push for more AEDs
in remote areas across the
region.

the area for 35 years.
“My mother lives in Wonthaggi,” he said.
The former CEO of the Latrobe Val-
ley Authority and founder of Destination
Gippsland said he was eager to support the
local RSL.

* FAITH FACTOR

When stress hits
home there is hope

Rev. Graeme Liersch, Rector, Anglican
Parish of Wonthaggi/Inverloch

I WAS listening to the news the other
night and it was reported that the RBA is
tipped to raise interest rates in February.

News like this is not good for young
home loan borrowers and I couldn’t help
but wonder how their anxiety and stress
levels might be.

Certainly, such predictions wouldn't
help those with large mortgages feel
good, and if interest rates don’t go up,
then it would appear anxiety or stress
was caused for little to no reason.

We do live in a world of high stress lev-
els, which in turn can affect our overall
health.

It is a tough world to live in and at
times I wonder what it would be like to
retreat into a cave and live a subsistence
lifestyle, where I only grow or find what
I need to live.

It might sound good, but I doubt many
of us have the skills to do it.

How then do we deal with these stress
levels?

There are a variety of self-help groups
and ideas out there that can give you all
sorts of strategies, many of which will
cost you financially, but for me I have
discovered someone who is a game
changer in all this.

It only takes me a few minutes to sit
and have a chat with him and within a
few minutes I can see things differently
and can move from despair to hope.

The good thing is this person is avail-
able 24/7 and can give me his full atten-
tion.

He is a great listener, even when I don’t
reciprocate and listen to him with full at-
tention.

Want his number?

Give me a call and I'll introduce you.

There is no guarantee that after speak-
ing with him that you'll be able to solve
your financial woes, relationship issues,
or whatever, but I do know you’ll come
away with a clearer head, understanding
and a sense of hope.

Who is this person?

His name is Jesus Christ.

He promised the following,

“Come to me, all you who are weary
and burdened, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you and learn from
me, for I am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls. For
my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
Matthew 11:28-30.

Please do take some time to have a
chat with him.

I know you will be surprised and
blessed.

My prayer for you is, if interest rates
do go up, that Christ will help you find a
safe, stress-free way to deal with it.
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YOUR SAY

Email your letters to news@sgst.com.au

Sentinel-Times

It belongs to them,
so give it back

THERE can be no dispute that the
building on the site at 14 Radovick Street
Korumburra belongs to the members of
the Korumburra Senior Citizens Inc.

There’s enough documentation to say
that they own the building at least, if not
the land that the centre sits on.

They have also been granted a social
licence to retain the facility.

But what's a building without the land?

Even if the council can prove they own
the site, they've at least got to acknowl-
edge there’s a moral obligation to allow
the seniors, as the owners of the build-
ing, to go on using it until there’s a viable
alternative for the group’s 140 members.

The Korumburra Community Hub is
not it.

When youve experienced the many
happy days the Korumburra Seniors
had in their own rooms over the years;
the shared meals, the laughter, the en-
tertainment, the concerts, the games, the
fun and yes, the shared grief when one of
their members passed, you know what's
possible.

And as a community, we should be en-
couraging our seniors to come out, get
together and enjoy their twilight years in
exactly those ways. You can’t put a dollar
value on that!

Following the decision by the indepen-
dent planning panel, council has the le-
gal right to go ahead and rezone the land,
and apparently, to go ahead and sell the
property but what's the upside?

They might get $350,000 for it, but both
the seniors and the council have already
spent at least $100,000 each defending
their position and will spend double that
each if it goes to the Supreme Court.

Purely on financial grounds, the coun-
cil should call it off and give the site back
to the seniors and perhaps, over time,
come up with an alternative that not only
provides for the group’s 140 members
now, but encourages double that number
to get involved in the future.

That would be a real win for council
and for the community of Korumburra.

Gas key to keeping
lights on and bills down

AS Victorians endure another severe
heatwave, our energy grid is under strain
and households and businesses are left
wondering whether the power will stay on
when they need it most.

Energy experts have repeatedly warned
that rising demand during extreme weath-
er increases the risk of blackouts, yet the
Allan Labor Government continues to
pursue its anti-gas agenda, a policy that
will drive up energy costs and undermine
reliability across the state.

At the same time, Victorians are being
hit in the hip pocket.

Power bills are set to rise sharply again
this year, with forecasts suggesting prices
could increase by as much as 24 per cent.

For the average Victorian household
already paying around $1700 a year for
electricity, that could mean an extra $400
or more.

Gas is not a fringe energy source.

It is a critical pillar of Victoria’s energy
mix, particularly during periods of peak
demand and extreme weather.

Gas plays a vital role in stabilising the
grid and preventing outages when de-
mand surges, and it is essential to have a
sensible, affordable transition to cleaner
energy.

Ignoring that reality doesn't make the
system greener, it makes it weaker and
more expensive.

Victoria needs a common-sense energy
policy that prioritises reliability and af-
fordability over ideology.

If elected to government in November,

i

Warwick Ford

“I loved student versus teacher
games such as football and
cricket that helped build
positive relationships with
teachers; the chance to beat
your teacher was so exciting.”

Daniel Mock

Sunset Strip

“Seeing my friends every day
and school sports, both PE
and interschool.”

What is your favourite memory of school?

Mitch Croatto
Leongatha

subject.”

“Leaving and schoolies was
up there, while building and
construction was my favourite

Shem Murphy
Dumbalk North

“Having a day off school to
play sport.”

The Nationals will end Labor’s anti-gas
policies and ensure gas continues to play
an important role in managing the transi-
tion to cleaner energy.

The Allan Labor Government can't man-
age money, can't manage the energy sec-
tor, and once again Victorians are left to
pay the price.

Danny O’Brien MP, Leader of The Na-
tionals

Council should
support National Day

What gives Bass Coast Shire the right to
ban Australia Day? A search of their web-
site found only four events in the shire.
South Gippsland Shire to their credit had
a full-page spread in this paper promot-
ing 11 events. Recent surveys show some
68% support January 26. Local govern-
ment should support our National Day.

Dan Drummond, Leongatha

AHPRA decision
a grave mistake

In my opinion, the AHPRA Board has
made a grave mistake to the town of Le-
ongatha, 8000 patients of Leongatha
Healthcare and Dr Webster. The com-
ment, which was true, was after this fe-
male was found guilty of murder and this
story became worldwide. Can legal action
be taken against the AHPRA, as in a class
action, to enable both Dr Webster and the
other practicing 19 doctors to set up new
medical clinics for the 8000 patients?

Michael Quinn, San Remo

Main street chaos

THE main street of Korumburra is full
of near misses.

Since the so-called single lane was in-
troduced on both sides with a pull-off
lane, cars have been speeding on the left
to get in front of general traffic, causing
horn blowing and dangerous situations.

In the last month the risk of getting hit
by a speeding car has increased.

There are no signs, or no correct sig-
nage, and the shire is slow to put signs up
or at the correct height.

Cars heading towards Melbourne speed
down the inside lane only to pull out at
the last point before the pedestrian cross-
ing to avoid hitting the yellow posts the
shire fitted.

I've been told to wait by the shire, yet
nothing happens.

This shire took 20 months to put up the
Korumburra hub signage.

The main street fails on safety, yet the
shire believes itself but not the public.
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The road to the rear of shops into Ko-
rumburra from Melbourne cost $300,000.

Just before T for Tyres, there were 23
white posts and now there are 10.

The side wall is collapsing,

There is no pedestrian path, no signage
and no turning lane.

It is time for the shire to put their hand
up.

Most signs in our new main street are
too low, as a shire worker told me, yet the
shire has decided not to fix them.

The waste of money in this shire is poor
and disrespectful to all ratepayers.

David Amor, Korumburra

Aussie pride

GIVEN that Aussie motor cars are now a
thing of the past,

Like our other manufacturing, agricul-
ture and orchards vast.

But maybe all’s not lost judging by this
last weekend Australia Day with motor-
ists,

A message keen to send of Aussie pride
and fervour with our flag so proudly flown,

From many autos windows their true
blue-ism is shown.

But in noticing these flaggy cars one
thing about them grates,

The only bits Australian are the bloody
number plates!

David Vance, Inverloch

Blood cancer forcing
kids out of classrooms

AS Australian children return to school,
hundreds will not. Their desks sit emp-
ty as they fight blood cancer, the single
biggest disease threatening the lives of
school-aged children in Australia today.

This year alone, around 350 children
will be diagnosed with blood cancer. It
now accounts for more than one in three
childhood cancers, yet remains a largely
hidden national tragedy.

A blood cancer diagnosis is sudden and
brutal. Children are forced out of class-
rooms and into hospital wards, enduring
aggressive treatment that can last years.
Many miss 40 to 60 per cent of school in
their first year alone, with some absent for
up to 18 months. The impacts on learn-
ing, wellbeing and social development are
profound and long-lasting.

Over the past two decades, blood can-
cer incidence among children aged five to
14 has risen by almost 30 per cent. If this
trend continues, more than 400 children a
year could face this devastating diagnosis
within the next decade.

At the Leukaemia Foundation, we see
the toll this takes on children and fami-
lies every day, emotionally, financially
and socially. While we provide vital ac-
commodation, transport, education and

support services, and invest in life-saving
research, we cannot do it alone.

As the World’s Greatest Shave launches
nationally, I urge Australians to stand with
these children and all Australians impact-
ed by blood cancer. Participating by shav-
ing, cutting or colouring your hair helps
ensure no person faces blood cancer with-
out support.

Register to participate in the World’s
Greatest Shave at worldsgreatestshave.
com or call 1800 500 088.

Chris Tanti, CEO, Leukaemia Founda-
tion

When stress becomes
a heart issue

IN every community, there are families
who have lost someone too soon to heart
disease, and others quietly living with its
long-term effects. For many of us, it's not
an abstract issue, it's personal.

Chronic stress has become part of daily
life for many of us. When the body doesn’t
get a chance to reset, prolonged stress can
quietly damage heart health, often without
obvious warning signs until something
goes wrong.

This February, Heart Research Aus-
tralia is inviting Australians to take part
in the free REDFEB Bingo Challenge,
built around the four Ms of heart health,
Meals, Movement, Measurement and Men-
tal Wellness. The Bingo card encourages
small, everyday actions, like sharing a
healthy meal, going for a walk, checking
your blood pressure or slowing down to
take a breath, to help reduce stress and
support heart health.

The Bingo Challenge is part of REDFEB,
Heart Research Australia’s heart awareness
month, which this year is raising aware-
ness of the link between chronic stress and
heart health while bringing communities
together to honour loved ones affected by
heart disease. Funds raised support life-
saving research that helps turn promising
ideas into breakthroughs and keeps fami-
lies together for longer.

Small actions, taken together, can make
a real difference. This REDFEB, I hope
our community will join in and help sup-
port the research that gives families hope.

To learn more and support Heart Re-
search Australia’s critical research, please
visit heartresearch.com.au.

Nicci Dent, CEO, Heart Research
Australia

The ‘Sentinel-Times’ encourages readers to
write with issues of interest or concern but
letters that have a local reference point will
be given priority. Writers are also urged to be
brief where possible. Letters may be edited
for space and legal reasons, and must be
submitted with the author’s name and contact
details of which only the name and town
location will appear.




Relocation threat looms for
Inverloch Surf Lifesaving Club

By Bruce Wardley

THE final version of the
Cape to Cape Resilience Plan
has revealed the Inverloch
SLSC may have to relocate
as soon as 2040 and Surf Pa-
rade residents by 2070.

The Inverloch Surf Life Sav-
ing Club is considered to be
at significant risk when 0.2m
sea level rise is reached from
2040 onwards.

Surf Parade including the
road itself, residential prop-
erties and adjoining utility
infrastructure such as tele-
coms, sewage and water are
predicted to be at risk from
2070.

The report recommends
moving infrastructure and as-
sets out of at-risk areas over
time including the Inverloch
SLSC, Surf Parade and Surf
Parade residents.

Former Woorayl Shire En-
gineer and Inverloch resi-
dent Keith Godridge said the
91-page report released by
Environment Minister Steve
Dimopoulos just prior to
Christmas was over complex
and written in a closed, non-
objective style.

“Many statements are self-
fulfilling and offer little prac-
tical relevance to the erosion
issues at Inverloch,” Mr Go-
dridge said.

One section of the report
prioritises large-scale renour-
ishment without engineering,

“That includes relocation of
the Surf Lifesaving Club,” Mr
Godridge said.

President of the Inverloch
SLSC Glenn Arnold said

Former Woorayl Shire Engmeer and Inverloch resident
Keith Godridge has described the final version of the Cape
to Cape Resilience Plan as impractical. BO3_0426

time was needed to develop
a land-use transition strategy
as a prudent consideration of
what we do with our public
assets and people’s homes if
all else fails.

“Buy-back policies, reloca-
tion policies, potential loca-
tions, and timeframes are all
things that come to mind,” Mr
Arnold said.

“The work being done right
now along the coast, at the
very least gives everyone time
to look at these issues more
closely and adjust the strat-
egy where appropriate.”

According to Mr Godridge
the long-term erosion rate is
based on data from the 1950s
and ignores the dramatic
acceleration in erosion ob-
served since 2012.

“It uses the present sea level
as a starting point and there-
fore understates recent loss-
es. Wind-driven wave changes
may also be contributing to

rapid erosion, a factor the
plan does not adequately con-
sider.”

The adaptation of a seawall
to protect both Cape Paterson
Road and the Inverloch surf
beach was a defensible option
according to Mr Godridge and
one that local groups should
press for as a permanent so-
lution.

Mr Godridge said the plan
fails to justify the $5.5 mil-
lion renourishment project or
state its expected lifespan and
future maintenance require-
ments.

“The overall emphasis is to
downplay hard engineering,”
Mr Godridge said.

“The plan does not recog-
nise the extent of erosion
since 2012 between Ozone
Street and the rock escarp-
ment on the Cape Paterson
Road. Approximately 70
metres of sand dunes have
already been lost along two

kilometres of shoreline,” he
said.

The plan is also said to have
ignored the costly failures of
four wet sand fences.

“The plan’s dominant mes-
sage is still adapt and re-
treat,” Mr Godridge said.

“It does not state the ex-
pected lifespan of the re-
nourishment, or the sched-
ule for future replenishment.
The study rejects the use of
groynes and offshore reefs
and dismisses hard engineer-
ing on the basis of so-called
end-effects and alleged base
erosion.”

Long-term sea level projec-
tions create a false sense of
complacency.

“Public consultation ap-
pears ineffective and seems
to have been used to justify
a pre-determined outcome.
The document provides no
actionable recommendations
to permanently protect the
surf beach and Cape Paterson
Road, instead it foreshadows
loss and abandonment with-
out assessing the resulting fi-
nancial and social costs.”

“It is a plan for the future
destruction of Inverloch,” Mr
Godridge said.

“It offers no credible pathway
to protect existing assets or the
community that depends on
them, prioritising long-term
retreat over immediate, evi-
dence-based protection.”

Mr Godridge said the plan
should be rejected in its cur-
rent form because it fails to
provide any permanent solu-
tion to the immediate and ac-
celerating threat to Inverloch.

Government grant for Inverloch Equmox Festlval

By Bruce Wardley

THE Inverloch Equinox
Festival has received a grant
from the Victorian Govern-
ment’s Visit Victoria’s Region-
al Events Fund for the 2026
festival from March 20-22.

Minister for Tourism, Sport
and Major Events Steve Di-
mopoulos said festivals such
as the Inverloch Equinox play
an important role in regional
economies.

“Festivals like this, which
are funded through our Re-
gional Events Fund, play an
important role in driving
visitation to the region, sup-
porting local businesses and
showcasing everything that
makes Gippsland such a
great place to visit,” Mr Dimo-
poulos said.

Member for Bass Jordan
Crugnale said the festival cap-
tures the spirit of the region.

“The Inverloch Equinox Fes-
tival is all about great music,
creative energy and a fantas-
tic coastal atmosphere, and
its the kind of event that
makes people want to stay a
little longer and soak it all in,”
Ms Crugnale said.

Returning to the Bass Coast
in March, the festival invites
locals and visitors to celebrate
harvest, wellbeing and nature
in one of Victoria’s most loved
coastal towns.

The festival opens on Friday
night with a curated cheese
and wine appreciation event
showcasing local producers.

ITA Equinox Festival Organising Committee members Nicole Griffiths, Kate McDonald,
Glenn Morrison (President ITA), Louise Litchfield (Director Bendigo Community Bank
Inverloch) and State Member for Bass Jordan Crugnale MP celebrating the return of the

Equinox Festival to Inverloch from March 20-22. B22 0526

Visitors can also explore
Inverloch after dark through
guided town tours, stargazing
through telescopes supplied
by the Mornington Peninsu-
la’'s Astronomical Society, or
Joy in Motion, an experience
blending breathwork, yoga,
sound healing and dance.

There are horse meditation
and bush poetry events at
Wattlebank Farm as well as
an opportunity to wander the
gardens of local artist Carla
Van Laar as part of her open
studio.

On Saturday from 10am to
4pm the Inverloch Wellbeing
Expo will host more than 25
holistic healers and wellbeing

practitioners offering treat-
ments, workshops and dem-
onstrations.

As the sun sets, Live at The
Glade offers a free community
celebration featuring live mu-
sic, market stalls, local food
vendors and family-friendly
activities.

Headlining are surf-folk
artist Jack Botts, joined by
didgeridoo artist Ganga Giri,
dance-floor favourites Hot
Tub and local youth bands
Zenith Paradox and The Drop
Kicks, with the night continu-
ing at the Equinox Encore at
the Esplanade Hotel.

On Sunday local markets,
coastal exploration and long

lunches at Inverloch's food
and wine venues offer a gen-
tler finale, while families can
enjoy a fishing competition,
Lucky 13 Mini Golf and di-
nosaur discoveries with the
South Gippsland Conserva-
tion Society.

Other major festival sup-
porters include the Austra-
lian Government's Stronger
Communities Programme,
Community Bank Inverloch
Bendigo Bank and Bass Coast
Shire Council.

For event updates, program
details and bookings go to in-
verlochequinoxfestival.com.
au or follow @inverlochequi-
noxfestival on Facebook.

Koonwarra couple celebrate

diamond anniversary

A KOONWARRA couple have celebrated
a remarkable 75 years of marriage sur-
rounded by family from across Australia.

Pat and Alby Rodwell marked their
diamond anniversary on Wednesday, De-
cember 31 with a relaxed gathering at the
Koonwarra oval.

The couple married in Leongatha in
1950 and have called Koonwarra home
for many years.

Their family has grown to include four
children, 14 grandchildren, 27 great-
grandchildren and two great-great-grand-
children.

Local family members were joined on
the day by relatives who travelled from
Melbourne, Adelaide, Flinders Island,
Darwin and Perth for the celebration.

Holiday Szﬁads

By Meg Viney

OVER the holidays I made a zuc-
chini and goat feta salad which proved
very popular.

Zucchini and

Goat Cheese Salad

Ingredients

* Two or more zucchini about 20cm
long

¢ Lettuce of your choice

* 80gm goat feta or any feta you like
(marinated is good)

Method

Dressing: half a teaspoon of Dijon
mustard, two tablespoons of balsamic
vinegar, three tablespoons of olive oil
(or oil from marinated feta)

Slice zucchini into half-centimetre
slices longways, oil a tray, place the slic-
es on and turn over so both sides are
oiled and chargrill in the oven or bar-
becue.

Do not turn.

Toss the zucchini and lettuce together
and using your hands, toss in the dress-
ing and crumble the feta over the top.

Pumpkin and Fennel Salad
Ingredients:
* One fennel bulb
* A fifth of a Kent pumpkin
¢ Olive oil
e Half a cup of black olives
* Three tablespoons of balsamic vin-
egar
Method:
Slice the fennel and the pumpkin into
thin wedges.
Oil a grilling pan and place the fennel
slices on.
Turn them over so both sides are oiled.
Grill in a hot oven or barbecue.
Do not turn.
Repeat with the pumpkin.
Mix the olive oil with the balsamic vin-
egar.
Toss the vegetables in the dressing and
top with the olives.
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The World Superbike Championship
returns to Phillip Island from
February 20-22 for Round 1 of the
2026 season.

Meet World
Superbike stars at
San Remo pub

FANCY trying to beat a factory Ducati
rider’s lap time on a motorbike simu-
lator with a cold beer in hand?

The Westernport Hotel in San Remo
is throwing open its doors for a free
World Superbike Championship event
on Thursday, February 19 from 6pm
to 9pm ahead of the Phillip Island
round.

WorldSBK at The Westernport Hotel
will bring together some of the globe’s
best riders from the World Superbike,
World Supersport and Australian Su-
perbike grids for an evening of simula-
tors, Q&A and autographs in a relaxed
pub setting.

The main attraction is a pair of
BMW S 1000 RR and Ducati Panigale
V4S simulators where punters can go
head-to-head against the profession-
als for the fastest lap of the Phillip Is-
land Grand Prix Circuit.

Factory Ducati and BMW riders will
take to the stage alongside Australian
Superbike competitors, with prizes up
for grabs including free tickets to the
WorldSBK round, merchandise and
more.

Tayla Relph of the Women's Circuit
Racing World Championship will be
on the mic to keep the night rolling.

Simulators fire up from 6pm with
riders joining from 7pm for lap time
battles, the Q&A and signings.

Motorcyclists are encouraged to ride
their bikes down to San Remo for the
occasion.

The Westernport Hotel is at 161 Ma-
rine Parade, San Remo.

The MOTUL FIM Superbike World
Championship returns to Phillip Is-
land from February 20-22 as the open-
ing round of the 2026 season, with of-
ficial pre-season testing on February
16 and 17.

Tickets for the round are available
through Ticketek.

Summer art season wraps up at Berninneit

BERNINNEIT Art Gallery in
Cowes was alive with warmth
and celebration on Sunday
February 1 as artists, volun-
teers and community mem-
bers gathered to mark the con-
clusion of the PICES 2025-26
Summer Exhibitions.

Over more than seven
weeks three diverse exhibi-
tions showcased an impres-
sive breadth of artistic excel-
lence, creative exploration and
community connection at the
purpose-built gallery space on
Thompson Avenue.

The season attracted strong
public engagement, bringing
together emerging and estab-
lished artists while strength-
ening local creative networks
and encouraging meaningful
dialogue around contempo-
rary practice.

Phillip Island Contemporary
Exhibition Space president
Sandra Peeters acknowledged
the dedication and generosity
of the PICES committee and
members who made the pro-
gram possible.

Ms Peeters also expressed
thanks to Bass Coast Shire
Council for its continued sup-
port and to exhibition spon-
sors Alex Scott Real Estate
and the Arts Society of Phillip
Island and Region, whose con-
tributions help sustain region-
al arts initiatives.

Curator Warren Nichols

paid tribute to the curatorial
team, gallery attendants and

Send
us your:

-

==

Gallery in Cowes.

exhibiting artists, recognising
their creativity, professional-
ism and willingness to share
their expertise with the wider
community.

Mr Nichols said their open-
ness, mentorship and engage-
ment continued to enrich the
cultural life of the region and
nurture meaningful creative
exchange.

A highlight of the evening
was the annual raffle draw,
with attendees purchasing
last-minute tickets in the hope
of winning one of several gen-
erous prizes while supporting

photos ’ _

If you're having a

21st, club function, *.
wedding, or other
social event, take
some photos, name
the people in the
snaps and email to
news@sgst.com.au

Sentinel-Times

It won't cost a cent to see them in print’,

Ceramics and paintings on display at the PICES S

\

PICES’ ongoing community
arts programs.

The raffle was supported by
San Remo and Cowes Com-
munity Bendigo Bank, San-
dra and David Henstridge and
Turn the Page Bookshop.

Prizes included an original
painting Bush Poem by Rain
White, a handmade glass piece
Blue Bowl by Marlene Abela, a
bottle of vintage French cham-
pagne and a $50 book vouch-
er.

PICES is a not-for-profit
community organisation that
has been working since 2019

ummer Exhibitions at Berninneit Art

to support contemporary art-
ists and bring quality exhibi-
tions to the Bass Coast region.
With more than 5000 prac-
tising artists throughout the
Gippsland region including
more than 400 on Phillip Is-
land, the organisation plays
an important role as a bridge
between artists and art lovers.
The success of the summer
exhibitions reinforces the im-
portant role PICES continues to
play in supporting artists, en-
riching cultural life and bring-
ing people together through
shared creative experience.
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No. 77 - by Johnno2’ of Cape Paterson

1 Dirty, infested (8)
5 Shocked, horrified (6)

1 'Dirty old governor, gone!' rejoices
Spooner (8)

10 (You'll get) immediate service (2,7)
11 Sprung, revealed as (5)
12 Sharp, pungent (5)

5 Shocked to the core, overcome by gas
in a tank opening (6)

10 Immediate service without service?
(2,7)

11 Sprung bed, with old hat overhead (5)

12 Direct current air conditioning, made
by Sharp (5)

14 Nikes made for formation of Swans (5)
15 Bird's call, to senior executive,
initially (3)

16 Crash 'e-claim' preview we've rejected
from experience (9)

14 Formation of swans; also, bundle of thread (5)
15 Pigeon call; also, senior executive position

initials (3)
16 From experience (9)
19 Minds, takes notice of (5)

20 Blokes (coll.) (5)

21 Worker by water (sea, pool, etc) (9)

23, 25-down Bath, England, is one (3,4)

24 A book of The Bible (5)

26 Type of fishing basket (5)

27 Gaol (coll.); also, a metallic sound (5)

28 Brushes off, dismisses (5,4)

30 Something repeated, often for meditation (6)

19 Minds and hearts seed revolution (5)
20 Eye-opening in pants, these blokes? (5)

31 Atype of pencil (4,4)

21 Figure lad is upset by waterside
worker? (9)

A flourish - of trumpets, classically (7)
Twist, as of a ship or aeroplane (3)
Scots lord (5)

23, 25-down Bath for one: taps turned
on, with water left filling (3,4)
24 It follows Timothy's second, on-again,

A type of rodent or squirrel (US) (9)

off-again, trip to USSR (5)
26 Basket case's initial return-9-down (5)

1
2
3
4 Eccentric, playful (9)
6
7

Consul's, diplomat's, businessperson's bag
(7,4)
8 Dull, tiresome (7)

27 Social services hub, cryptically in
gaol (5)
28 Brushes off, sweeps, and airs off

9 Look, stare at (4)
13 Denial, disavowal (11)
17 Daredevil (4-5)

bed (5,4)
30 It's oft restated in human tragedies (6)

18 21-across being their best self? (9)
20 Filming accessory for vehicle (7)

31 Gpencil? (4,4)

Held up (so not "10-across') (7)
See 23-across
Easy, undemanding (5)

NNDN
aoauN

Flourish a celebrity's signature? (7)
Twist way round (3)

N =

29 Trouble, suffering (3)

3 Scots lord's land fences address

within (5) 9 Google 'Forbidden look'? (4) 18 21-across also being their 25 See 23-across

4 It's eccentric, almost, why | put on 13 Theatre. Shortened, best self? Sweet! (9) 26 Easy clue, not even
musical without you in vocals (9) bungled audition. In 20 Car accessory — front of suspicious (5)

6 Asquirrel-hound, head-to-tail denial (11) cabin, automatic, and 29 Trouble caused by stay in
immersed in water, with spirit (9) 17 Spooner's clearer how modern? (7) hearing (3)

7 Consul's carry-on, contemptibly: 'Cate's disapproval might sound 22 Say table's unset; provides
a cheat!' (7,4) after tackling daredevil (4-5) 10-across? On the contrary!

8 Dull guy, mounting obligations (7)

No. 307

Each number corresponds to a letter of the alphabet. Two have been filled in
for you, can you work out the rest?

(7)

2301 | PUZZLES AND PAGINATION © pagemusters

No. 316

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from 1to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical columns, each
of the nine horizontal rows and each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Remember, no number can occur more than

1. Whatis the capital of the 6. Who wrote the 2009 novel

Bahamas? Wolf Hall?

2. Who played Samuel ‘Sam’ 7. Awaltz is usually danced
Loomis in the 1998 remake in what time signature?
of Psycho? 8. Which country won the

3. Who won the 2009 2011 Rugby World Cup?
Brazilian Grand Prix? 9. Which chemical element

4. What was the name of has the symbol Y?

Julia Roberts’ (pictured) 10. In Japan, what does the
character in the film Pretty word ‘selyuu refer to?
Woman?

5. The MacDonnell Ranges
are in which Australian
state or territory?
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Can you find all the words listed?
No. 227 The leftover letters will spell out a secret message.
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First day at school for Mahli Van
Dillen at Wonthaggi PS with parents
Shanae and Jay. B02_0526

Sydney Bux starting school in
Wonthaggi with her parents Rhys
and Amy. B05_0526

Rosco and Kayla Staley at Wonthaggi
PS for Rosco’s first day at school.
B07_0526

First day at school for Max Kelly and
Lola Harley with parents Michael
Kelly, Troy Harley and Maddie Dowel.
B08_0526

William Welsh happy to be starting
school at Wonthaggi PS with Emma
Laundy. B09_0526

Foundation day for Diane Pizzol and
Theodore at Wonthaggi PS. B12_0526

Cowes locals Kalani and Hunter
James are ready for the Little Penguin
Dash, with Hunter saying he loves
swimming but isn’t the biggest fan of
running. A19_0526
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William Tuff and Lincoln Price of San
Remo are excited to take on their first
Little Penguin Dash, both preferring
swimming to running. A20_0526

Pictures of you and your friends at Kilcunda Trail Running
Festival, Wonthaggi Primary School first day of school,
and the Little Penguin Dash at Cowes.

[ [ Katie
ichelle Paullc;ek,
ll\\nllornington Peninsula are read

[ Mc
swann and Joszilyn
y for the 5km run. A37

Carthy from the
7 0526

[] []
Sentinel-Times
>>> ORDER THESE AND OTHER PHOTOS 5672 1888

i

Desiree Paisley with foundation
students Ryder and Mac at Wonthaggi
PS. B04_0526
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Hazel
swimming leg of the Little Penguin
Dash, saying, ‘I've always dreamt of
being in a race and this is my first
one." A15_0526

of Frankston enjoyed the

Keen runners Kim James and
Bronwyn Bersey of Warragul look
forward to their first time competing
in the Kilcunda trail running event,
tackling the 10km distance. A32_0526

Trent Williamson of Traralgon and
Corey Demaria of Lilydale are set for
their first Kilcunda trail running event,
taking on the 10km challenge. A33_0526

(]

Rachael and Em Woolcock of Narre
Warren South are ready for the 10km
run on a brisk Kilcunda morning.
A34_0526

Tom Crocker and Chloe Prentice are
ready for the 5km run in Kilcunda.
A35_0526

and Cassandra Crane of

Oliver
Coronet Bay are excited to take on
the first of their 12 running events
for the year at Kilcunda, choosing the
5km distance. A36_0526
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Tilly Sainsbury of Sunderland Bay
and Daisy Ingamells from Ryanston
celebrate completing the Little Penguin
Dash, Tilly's second time and Daisy’s
third, with Teddy providing support.
A16_0526
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Solid brick home
on generous block

THIS well-presented four-bedroom
brick home sits on a generous block,
offering space, comfort and exciting
future potential.

Perfectly suited to families, inves-
tors or first-home buyers, the home
boasts a practical layout with light-
filled living areas and generously
sized bedrooms.

Property features include:

* Four spacious bedrooms all feature
built-in robes, with the master suite
boasting a walk-in robe and private
ensuite.

An open-plan kitchen and dining
area is complemented by two sepa-
rate living spaces, ideal for family
living, entertaining or a kids’ retreat.
A wood heater provides cosy win-
ter evenings, with reverse-cycle air
conditioning ensuring year-round
comfort.

Outside, an undercover veranda
and alfresco area is perfect for out-
door relaxation in any season, while
ample shedding caters for storage,
hobbies or additional vehicles.
Constructed of solid brick, the home
offers durability and low-maintenance
living, while the expansive yard pro-
vides plenty of room for children, pets,
entertaining or future extensions.

Ideally positioned near the stunning
South Gippsland and Bass Coast
coastline, this property is perfect
for beach lovers, fishermen or those
wanting easy access to Wilsons Prom-
ontory and Phillip Island.

Move straight in with nothing to do
but relax and enjoy your new home.

i i -

MIRBOO NORTH
Build your Dream Home!

$390,000 - $420,000

FOR SALE

LEONGATHA
Great Investment Property!
« Great location close to the CBD.

$560,000

FOR SALE

Lovely Lifestyle Property!

$1,280,000

« Approx. 4.3 Acre with gorgeous bush surroundings.
« Located in the highly sought after Darlimurla Estate.
« On the school bus route, great location, ready to build.

E31@2

« Updated kitchen, generous sized bedrooms.
« 835m? block, off street parking & backyard access.

MARDAN 31 @2 LEONGATHA

- Renovated homestead on 41 acres with peaceful outlook. « Federation home on a 1,513m? with westerly views.
« Open-plan living, modern kitchen, and cosy wood fire.
« Shedding, stock yards, 5 paddocks and spring-fed dam.

Al
||

‘i— 2\ w3 2,223m2
6 Tobin Street, Stony Creek

For Sale $670,000

Agent Nutrien Harcourts

Kellie Thomas 0438 647 449
kellie.thomas@nh.com.au

47 Bair Street (03) 5662 2292
nutrien.harcourts.net/au/office/leongatha

E= 4 &2 @12 KORUMBURRA Hi3=l1@E02

LEONGATHA

In Prime Position! Rural Living - Town Boundary

« Spacious family home on 766m?2. « Solid BV Home on approx. 1.48 acres. Barry Redmond
« Open-plan kitchen, dining and living area. « Spacious kitchen, dual living areas. Director / Estate Agent
« Double carport, powered shed, large alfresco area. « Town water, lock up shed and garage. 0477 622 292

$720,000 $950,000

FOR SALE

WOOREEN =Es5=m3@2

= FISH CREEK E4=2@8 .
Stunning Property Stunning 28 Acre Lifestyle Property Liéilsl;: I::I;It'a‘::;a:nt
« 36 acres with mature gardens, 15 km from Leongatha. « Approx. 28 acres with rolling hills and rural views. 0438 647 449 g

« Plus self-contained one-bedroom second dwelling.
« Dam, large machinery shed, double lock-up shed.

$1,400,000 - $1,500,000

FOR SALE

« Modern kitchen, high ceilings, and multiple living areas.
« Alfresco entertaining, dble garage, large shed, water tank.

$1,285,000 - $1,385,000

e S e

: ~= Monique Wightman
=42 @2 Marketing & Administration
(03) 5662 2292

E= 4%t 1 @2 LEONGATHA
Bespoke & Beautiful

« Gorgeous & private family home on 1.28 acres.
« Bespoke kitchen with quality appliances and WIP.
« Resort style pool, lovely gardens, great location.

$1,600,000

‘Montville’

« Contemporary kitchen, renovated bathroom, alfresco.
« Double lock up garage and immaculate gardens.

$899,000

HM12808-V16
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FARMING BRIEFS

Have your say on biosecurity

Biosecurity Strategy Victorians are invited
to have their say on the state's Biosecurity
Strategy. The new plan outlines how to re-
duce the risks of pests and diseases such as
H5N1 bird flu and fire ants.

Consultation is open online for farmers
and community members to provide feed-
back on the proposed actions and timelines.

Bushfire grants available

Grants for Primary producers affected by
bushfires may be eligible for recovery grants
to assist with cleanup and restoration. Fund-
ing can cover hiring tradespeople, equip-
ment, or removing debris and damaged
goods. Applications are now open and close
on October 21, 2026. Visit the Rural Finance
website or call 1800 260 425 for details.

MARKET REPORT

Brought to you by...

CLAAS Harmest Contrg  Commas

Smaller yarding, prices firm
By SGSAA

APPROXIMATELY 1720 head were yard-
ed at Thursday’'s Leongatha store sale, a
decrease of 1280 from the previous sale.

Quality was limited with a large num-
ber of crossbred cattle and plainer condi-
tioned lots on offer.

A small crowd was present with local
competition the major bidders and only
limited feedlot demand.

Prices were firm in most categories with
a few isolated sales easing slightly.

Leongatha Store Sale on Thursday, Jan. 22, 2026
Steers

Overall quality limited but better
cattle deliver strong prices

By Andrew Paloczi

WITH only about 1720 head
of cattle available at Thurs-
day’s Leongatha Store Sale,
MLA Market Reporter Bren-
dan Fletcher summed up the
quality on offer as “limited
again with a large proportion
of crossbred cattle and plain-
er conditioned lots on offer”.

He noted prices remained
firm in most categories.

Alan McDonald and Sue de
Kort introduced themselves to
this scribe after spotting him
noting details of their Katelea
Pastoral steers from Glen Al-
vie, 81 of which were sold.

While overall quality may
have been limited, the cou-
ple’s steers illustrated there
were still high-quality animals
on offer, two pens of Angus
calves numbering 49 -cattle
in total, selling together for
81790 a head.

For the 24 weighing an av-
erage of 340 kilograms, that
equated to a healthy $5.26 a
kilogram, while for the slight-
ly heavier pen of 25 averaging
347 kilograms, the price per
kilogram was a strong $5.15.

The Katelea Pastoral steers
feature Banquet and Rennylea

Alan McDonald and Sue de Kort of Katelea Pastoral in Glen
Alvie achieved strong prices with their steers. A13_0526

the Rennylea stud at Culcairn
in 1968 bringing a consistent
focus to achieving returns for
the commercial producer.

“I go up and see Bryan and
buy some bulls,” Mr Mc-
Donald said, using them for
breeding in Glen Alvie where
the good country lends itself
to raising healthy and high-
quality cattle.

The goal is to have calves
born from late January to
early February.

“I aim to get close to 400
kilograms into the yearling
they've all been

“It gives a lot of transparency
to the market; it means that
people can come from far and
wide to support Leongatha,
and it's critical,” he elaborat-
ed.

Recalling the sadness of the
closure of the Korumburra
saleyards years ago, he is de-
lighted to see ongoing invest-
ment at the now Eastern Vic-
toria Livestock Exchange in
Leongatha.

“It's great that Regional Live-
stock Exchanges has invest-
ed in this place, and I hope
they’ll keep it as it is because it

equating to $4.62 a kilogram.

Those cattle, sired by
Latrobe Park bulls, were sold
by Jack Ginnane of Nutrien
on behalf of Mark and San-
dra Hunt of Boisdale, who
were very happy with the price
which met their expectations.

While the couple hoped to
see the cattle remain together,
they were divided into two
groups by the buyer, heading
to different places.

The Hunts form a bond with
their heifers, having hand fed
them, the animals responding
positively with their quiet na-
ture and easy handling.

“Once they come off the
mother, theyre yard weaned
for a minimum of seven days,
and my husband feeds them
flat out with lucerne hay and
silage,” Mrs Hunt said, noting
the calves enjoy high-quality
uncontaminated local fodder.

While some of those heifers
were separated at the sale-
yards, it worked out well.

“Were happy all the heifers
went to good homes and we met
the new owners and they were
stoked with the cattle as well,
especially the Herefords,” Mr
Hunt said, with the Hunts’ 18
Hereford heifers, averaging 372

W & J Bullock, 10 Angus s84kg $4.68 $2740 | sires, having been weaned in  weaners; kilograms, selling for $1740 a
D Nel, 20 Angus 452kg $4.69 $2120 early December. weaned for six weeks and works really well,” Mr McDon- head, or $4.67 a kilogram.
M & S Hunt, 11 Hereford 433kg $4.61 $2000 Mr McDonald reflected on theyll go back, we hope, to ald said. The couple pride themselves
M & S Hunt, 15 Angus 404kg $4.84 $1960 | how things went raising the local bullock fatteners and  Jimmy Kyle of SEJ who auc- on providing excellent quality
g‘é& PM Conn, 166 Angus  394kg $4.99 $1971 steers and the positive turn in  hopefully in 12 months’ time tioned the Katelea Pastoral heifers that will serve future
onway, 18 Angus 392kg $5.01 $1970 X " - -
Traselasons, 12 Euro X 384kg $4.70 $1810 the weather. they’ll be top bullocks,” Mr steers also achieved $5.15 a owners well for breeding.
Joroka P/L, 11 Angus 369kg $4.71 $1740 “They've had a good run; the McDonald said. kilogram for a pen of 16 Angus Earlier in the day, they
S & D Perry, 10 Angus 363kg $4.53 $1650 weather was a bit dry but the Katelea Pastoral continues steers from S and I Derrick sold steers, with a pen of 15
M & S Hunt, 15 Hereford 362kg  $5.34 $1940 spring kicked on nicely,” he to enjoy strong support from of Mount Eccles, the animals of their Herefords averag-
T & D Flint, 18 Hereford 36lkg $4.64 $1680 said. local graziers, with repeat weighing an average of 361 ki- ing 363 kilograms returning
French Island Trading, 11 Ang 350kg $4.71 $1650 s . 2 .
Hei. I've been breeding these buyers. lograms and fetching $1860 a $5.34 a kilogram at $1940 a
M &S 1 Rennylea and Banquet calves ~ Mr McDonald stressed “It's head. head, while the same number
unt, 13 Angus BB 386kg $4.63 $1790 - L . . .
G & M Derix, 15 Charo 372kg $4.67 $1740 for a number of years,” he critical that we support the The top of the weaner heif- of their Angus steers weigh-
M & S Hunt, 18 Hereford 371kg $4.71 $1750 remarked, adding he went market system,” resisting the ers made $1790 a head for 11 ing 404 kilograms on aver-
Joroka P/L, 14 Angus 357kg  $4.66 $1670 to school in Wangaratta with temptation to sell directly at Angus and two Black Baldies age made $4.80 a kilogram at
CW Littlejohn, 17 Angus 346kg $4.44 $1540 Bryan Corrigan who set up times. weighed at 387 kilograms, $1940 each.
G & T Bird, 13 Euro X 328kg $4.65 $1530
LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENTS, ENERGIZER
AND 5TAFF -
PROPERTY MANAGERS, AUCTIONEERS Graz'ng I.and
Ext. 1886 www.alexscott.com.au REPAIRS
36 BRIDGE STREET, KORUMBURRA PH: 5655 1133 FAX: 5655 2480 T 100 Acres + ;
LivestOCk Sales (Formerly Vassil Electronics) Top Price Paid Up Front g
KORUMBURRA FOSTER 38 Lower Gordon St, Korumburra Call: Alan 0418 866 496
David Ryan 0408 311895  Dick Faulkner 0408 595 174 0408 515 184 21217 Leading South Gippsland Grazier
Brian Vuillermin 0429 436 040
LEONGATHA WONTHAGGI
Dane Perczyk - Livestock Manager 0408 176 063 R, OuId - Livestock Manager 0408 595 183
Jack Curtis 0427762670 payid Holden 0428 749 390
' . WARRAGUL Alan Bolding PAKENHAM 0419 723 255
Neil Darby - Livestock Manager 0418595265 Dayid Setches - Livestock Manager 0409 443 473
Terry Ahearn 0438562816  Glenn Barwick 0408 975 476
Jordan Sim 0448 058 435  Morgan Croucher 0457 001 877
Mark Malacarne 0418 654 590 Tim Gibson 0420 306 599
Georgie Snell 0417 100 657 Imogen Price 0417 225 498
Real Estate Sales
KORUMBURRA LEONGATHA MELBOURNE LAND
Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898 Andrew Newton 0402 940 320 Matt Koster 0474 781 711
WONTHAGGI Eﬁ:ﬁr mﬁrrg 8322 ggg ggg ~ COWES For sale Fr.les1an jersey cross heifers, LIVESTOCK RATES
Philip Hanley 0417 140508 T, yG'I Greg Price 0419 337 441 PTIC to jersey bulls, to calf May,
- ony Giles 0407528192 " 511 Silver 0407 347 509 . 250+ koow $7.60
Cal Nation 0439334 163 pan Hyther 0418 334 801 June, July - $1,870 inc GST
Mick Chambers 0418 349 783 Chase Watters 0423 272819 / 200 0 249 $7.50
WARRAGUL more EXPORT ORDERS
Angus HRANTVILLE g 4g;  Alan Steenholdt 0400 423 822 VENUS BAY v/ more LIFESTOCK OPTIONS 160 10 199 $7.00
OAKENHAM Daniel Lawrie 0417 631 252 v/ more MONEY IN YOUR POCKET 120 10 159 $5.00
INVERLOCH ) Sue Lawri 0419 885 489
Mami Lee Redmond 0403 525 413 Tom Gibson 0438 574 470 SUe Lawre v/ more LOYALTY & BETTER SERVICE Bga‘ﬁ:h@gﬁlﬁ%L
BERWICK LANG LANG KOO WEE RUP : ABS Direct: Cattle processed from Friday to Friday
Tom Gibson 0438574 472  Scott McKenzie ~ 0427 552 898 Angus Hall 0466 326 487 =
> BEN BOULTON 0488 445 467
SUCCESS THROUGH SERVICE Il OFFICE: 0429 445 461 www.wellingtonlivestock.net
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Leongatha South’s Benjamin Vagg
a Farmer of the Year contender

STAUNCH dairy industry advocate and
keen adopter of technology to improve farm
efficiency, Leongatha South identity Benja-
min Vagg is in line for lofty honours, having
been declared a finalist in The Weekly Times
2025 Farmer of the Year awards.

While the awards have six farming catego-
ries, one farmer will be crowned the overall
2025 Farmer of the Year, based on last year’s
achievements, with the winner to be an-
nounced on Friday, February 13 at the MCG.

Sentinel-Times last year enjoyed the op-
portunity to inspect Mr Vagg's new milking
setup featuring eight GEA dairy robots, with
other current and retired dairy farmers also
paying a visit, excited to learn about how the
technology works.

It enables cows to learn to come in for
milking voluntarily, receiving grain while be-
ing milked, with a separate feeding section
providing any remaining grain allocation for
each animal.

The system gathers detailed information
on each cow, enabling monitoring of health
and feeding requirements.

The cattle also graze on pasture, visiting
different paddocks throughout the day.

Mr Vaggs willingness to invest in dairy
robot technology and the substantial infra-
structure requirements to establish the new
facility are a strong indication of his belief in
the dairy industry.

By Andrew Paloczi

It demonstrates he is in it for the long term.

However, it's not blind faith, with the third-
generation South Gippsland dairy farmer,
and board member of Dairy Farmers Vic-
toria (DFV), an outspoken advocate of the
need for dairy farmers to be treated fairly
and for positive changes to be implemented.

For instance, Mr Vagg called strongly for
virtual fencing technology to be allowed in
Victoria.

He and DFV welcomed the state govern-
ment's eventual decision to support that ini-
tiative.

While Mr Vagg won't be adopting the tech-
nology at this stage on his farm due to the
establishment of his robotic dairy, he sees
lots of positives for dairy farmers in virtual
fencing and virtual herding.

Those positives include a reduction in
labour and better pasture monitoring and
utilisation, not having to put up strip fenc-
ing being one of the major time savings.

Mr Vagg has a long-term outlook to in-
novation, having told the Sentinel-Times
he considers it generally takes three to five
years for the full benefits of new farming
technologies to become apparent as farm-
ers figure out how to use the technology
most effectively and overcome challenges
that arise.

Researching the history of Alex Scott and Staff,

ahead oi‘ the firm’s 140th

birthday in March this year, has been a labour of love for former South Gippsland

Mayor and local historian Bob Newton.

How the Scotts of Poowong made their name

FOR published local history author and
former South Gippsland Shire Council
mayor Bob Newton, researching the his-
tory of stock and station agents Alex Scott
and Staff ahead of their 140th birthday
celebrations this year has been a labour of
love.

Not only because his father Thornton
Newton signed on as a client back in 1946
and he continued the tradition when he
took over the farm at Korumburra South
in 1975, or because his son Andrew man-
ages the firm’s Leongatha office.

But it’s also because Alex Scott and Staff,
now an iconic name in Gippsland busi-
ness, was born within the communities of
Poowong and Korumburra and is steeped
in his own family’s farming history.

‘James Thompson Scott, one of Alex
Scott’s six brothers, originally selected our
farm at Korumburra South and DM Scott
Road was named after another brother Da-
vid Morrison Scott,” Bob said.

“It's quite amazing to think that James
Scott Senior held the lease for the West-
away Run, stretching from Tooradin
through to Tarwin Lower, and was the first
settler in Poowong in 1872.

“In fact, there’s an old photo of the origi-
nal Poowong Hotel, part of which they
shifted out from The Priory in Scotland,
with a set of saleyards beside it.”

Languishing at home after almost break-
ing his leg when he stepped down a hole
on his farm recently, the research has kept
Bob busy while he’s off the golf course.

‘James Scott Senior and his wife Eliza-
beth came out from The Priory in Scotland

By Michael Giles

in 1850 and established themselves in the
Talbot area,” he said.

“But I don’t think they were prospectors
themselves, they set up a store there.”

It was an interest in commerce that fol-
lowed them to Poowong, where the Scotts
set up a store for settlers on their farm,
with the brothers later branching out into
butchering or businesses of their own at
Poowong and, when the railway came
through in 1890, at Korumburra, buying
up prime commercial real estate along the
way.

Alex Scott's mother Elizabeth was a full
participant in the family business, one of
her roles being to make cheese from the
dairy herd at Poowong and transport the
produce to Drouin where the railway had
opened in 1877.

“Its a tremendously interesting story,
so much a part of the development of this
area and for a family business to be going
for 140 years is quite a feat,” Bob said.

There’ll be all that and more in Bob’s
book being drafted for the 140-year cel-
ebrations on Sunday, March 22 at the Da-
lyston Recreation Reserve.

“I'm getting a bit smarter as I get older.
I've now got someone who does a terrific
job on the genealogy for me, Meryl Pyle,
which makes it a lot easier.” Bob has al-
ready published five books including a his-
tory of the Korumburra district, two golf
club histories and one about the roads,
street names and places in the Shire of
Mirboo.

Benjamin Vagg, pictured in his robotic dairy, is in the running to be The Weekly

Times 2025 Farmer of the Year. A61 0526

GROWN STEERS

B & T Dowling, Mirboo (ELDERS)

65 Angus Murray Grey X steers, 15-16 mths,
Woodburn blood, NE Acced, GF & ABF, 2 x 5-1
vaccinated

Eddington Holdings, Loch (ALEX SCOTT)

42 Angus steers,16-18 mths

By stud Banquet, Fernleigh, and Welcome Swallow
bulls, drenched with Cydectin and Swish on 20/1/26
C Rawson, Stratford (ALEX SCOTT)

20 Angus steers, 20-22 mths, GF & ABF

J Carney, Grantville (ALEX SCOTT)

7 Angus steers, 24 mths, GF, ABF

B Johnston, Seaton (ELDERS)

8 Angus steers, 15-16 mths

‘Tablelands Pastoral’, Boisdale (ALEX SCOTT)

6 Hereford steers, 18 mths, By Warragundi bulls,
NE Accred, weaned, GF & ABF

GROWN HEIFERS

B & T Dowling, Mirboo (ELDERS)

65 Angus Murray Grey x Heifers, 15-16 mths
Woodburn blood, NE Accred, GF & ABF, 2 x 5-1
vaccinated

“Delplant”, Cranbourne South (ALEX SCOTT)
35 Angus heifers, 18-20 mths

12 Angus x Hereford heifers, 18-20 mths

By stud Angus bulls, unjoined

A Johnson, Somerville (ALEX SCOTT)

25 Angus heifers, 20 mths,

Unjoined, By stud Angus bulls

AJ, BR & N Moyle, St Clair (ALEX SCOTT)

18 Angus heifers, 12-14 mths

By stud Banquet bulls, weaned and drenched

B Johnston, Seaton (ELDERS)

8 Angus heifers, 15-16 mths

L.A Price, Hazelwood North (ALEX SCOTT)

1 Black Limousin heifers, 24 mths,

Unjoined, Sired by Maryvale Federa, can be registered

WEANERS

“Bingara” Ruffy (ELDERS)

200 Angus m/s weaners, August — October 2025
Drop, ‘Kelly & Wattlewood Angus blood’, 1st5in 1
Inject.

M Wiemann, Hill End (ALEX SCOTT)

100 Angus & Angus Hereford X m/s weaners 8-10
mths, By Lawson & Mawarra bulls. Weaned 4 weeks,
2x5in1, Cydectin Pour on, Easy dose & Multimin at
weaning. GF, ABF

J & V Garretto, Gembrook (ELDERS)

50 Angus m/s weaners, ‘West Creek Angus Blood’
S Curtis, Leongatha (ELDERS)

40 Angus m/s weaners, 10-11 mths, VB, GF & ABF
D.N & B.M Jenkins, Worri Yallock (ELDERS)

40 Angus m/s weaners, weaned

AJ, BR & N Moyle, St Clair (ALEX SCOTT)

35 Angus steers, 10-11 mths by stud Banquet bulls,
weaned and drenched

T Brusamerello, Glen Forbes (ELDERS)

30 Angus m/s weaners, 12 mths,

Weaned 4 weeks, Harris blood GF & ABF

D & F Boards, Catani (ALEX SCOTT)

30 Angus steers, 10 mths

Pathfinder blood, weaned, 2 x 5in1.

15 Hereford & Hereford Angus X m/s weaners,

10 mths, By Tarwin Poll bull, weaned, 2 x 5in1

5658 1894
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“MHF Pastoral”, Moorooduc (ALEX SCOTT)

30 Angus steers, 12 mths

By stud Wattlewood Angus bulls

“Merriview”, Beveridge (ELDERS)

27 Angus m/s weaners, weaned 8 weeks,
Banquet Angus blood, X Jumbuck Park Blood cows,
2 X5in1 & Metvec Drenched

Jeetho Farms, Jeetho (ELDERS)

25 Angus m/s yearlings, 12-14 mths, VB, GF & ABF
Leighwood Farms, Woodside (ELDERS)

24 Angus, Murray Grey & Speckle x m/s calves,
7-8 mths

Clark Cattle Co, Mirboo North (ALEX SCOTT)

20 Angus mixed sex weaners, 10-12 mths by stud
Fernleigh bulls

‘Tablelands Pastoral’, Boisdale (ALEX SCOTT)
19 Hereford steers, 12 mths By Warragundi bulls,
NE Accred, weaned, GF & ABF

G Woolcock, Carrajung (ALEX SCOTT)

12 Angus steers, 20 mths GF & ABF

S Cross, Lleongatha North (ELDERS)

11 Pinzgauer mix sex weaners, 10 mths

S & M Dakin, Glen Forbes (ALEX SCOTT)

10 Angus steers by stud Fernleigh bulls, weaned
D & E Crawford, Bass (ALEX SCOTT)

10 Angus steers, 10 mths, by stud Fernleigh bulls,
weaned

L.A Price, Hazelwood North (ALEX SCOTT)

2 Black Polled Limousin heifers, 8 mths, weaned,
sired by Billy Creek U2

XBRED & DAIRY

Hooper Farms P/L, Heyfield (ELDERS)

180 Angus Friesian X heifers, 12-18 mths

120 Angus Friesian X steers, 12-14 mths

All extremely quiet and present in fresh forward
condition.

Jeetho Farms, Jeetho (ELDERS)

25 Friesian x steers, 15-16 mths

JOINED FEMALES & COWS AND CALVES

Herd Dispersal “Bingara” Ruffy (ELDERS)

180 Angus cows, 1st to 6th calvers.

All have been redepastured to Kelly & Wattlewood
Angus Bulls from 1st of November till 5th of January.
Not PTIC.

To be drafted into various age lines and pen sizes to
accommodate all requirements.

This is an excellent opportunity to secure spring
calving store cows that present in fresh and forward
condition.

This consignment has been on agistment in west
Gippsland since early January. All cows to be weighed
with weights displayed.

T & B Crawford, Binginwarri (ELDERS)

15x15 Angus/Friesian cows with 3-4 mth old Angus
calves at foot

3rd calvers rejoined to the Angus Bulls December 1st
for 8 weeks to calve Sep/Oct

L & K Price, Mt Eccles (ELDERS)

10 x 10 Angus cows, 2nd calvers with 2 mth old CAF,
not rejoined

10 x 10 Angus cows, 2nd calvers with 3-4 mth old
CAF, Rejoined to Battersby Angus bull since calving

5655 1133 5941 4666
SOUTH GIPPSLAND ASSOCIATED AGENTS
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New Toyota Hilux for South Gippsland and the Bass Coast

The off-road hero of the new HiLux range is the impressive

Toyota HiLux Rugged X.

LOADED with major improve-
ments, the new Toyota HiLux has
arrived in Gippsland.

Available in extensive cab-chas-
sis or pick-up configurations, 4x4
or 4x2 drivelines, and single, ex-
tra and double-cab body styles,
the range is keenly priced from
WorkMate to Rugged X.

Toyota Australia Vice President
Sales, Marketing and Franchise
Operations Sean Hanley said the
new HiLux would continue to de-
liver what customers want.

“Australian HiLux customers
demand a lot from their vehicle,
whether it's tackling harsh out-
back terrain in extreme tem-
peratures, or hauling a tray full
of tools around suburbia day in,
day out,” Mr Hanley said.

“This new-generation HiLux

By Bruce Wardley

retains its legendary reliability, du-
rability and class-leading off-road
capability while delivering vastly
improved comfort, functionality
and advanced technology.”

All variants are powered by Toy-
ota’s 1GD-FTV 2.8-litre turbo-die-
sel four-cylinder engine, produc-
ing maximum 150kW of power
and either 420Nm of torque with
the six-speed manual or 500Nm
with the six-speed automatic.

A new multimedia system with
a 12.3-inch touchscreen is stan-
dard across the range, offering
wireless Apple CarPlay and An-
droid Auto, DAB+ digital radio,
satellite navigation and voice rec-
ognition.

Safety improvements include

the latest Toyota Safety Sense
active safety technologies with
autonomous emergency braking,
active cruise control, rear cross-
traffic alert, lane departure alert,
lane trace assist, road sign assist
and blind spot monitor.

The range includes WorkMate
and SR grades with choice of 4x2
or 4x4, while SR5, Rogue and
Rugged X are 4x4 only. The exte-
rior and interior design work was
led by Toyota’s Australian team.

An electric BEV variant is tar-
geted for later in 2026 with an es-
timated 315 kilometre range and
2000 kilogram towing capacity.

To book a test drive go to le-
ongathatoyota.com.au/book-test-
drive in Leongatha or wonthaggi-
toyota.com.au/book-test-drive in
Wonthaggi.

TRADESX;SERVICES

DIRECTORY

CARPET CLEANING
Bt

AIR CONDITIONING

BUILDER

Renovating your bathroom?
We specialise in bathroom
renovations and general

CURTAINS & BLINDS

dc b value in every dollar

SAVE UP TO $5,000
WHEN YOU REPLACE YOUR
GAS DUCTED HEATING

JA19734

(‘:\"mﬁ‘\\ Ask us how! g Carpentry_ % N ] ] | curtains | blinds
' % KN T * Carpets * Tiles ¢ Cars
147 : DIAMOND DEALER David Cowan B shutters o] outdoor

.* Upholstery « Mattressesw.—

Reasonable rates and friendly service.
Call David Britt today

SALE,8I‘NI_\’SI;T£A|:II§ATION Builder E

0425 811 443 CoWAN

Reg. DB-L71510

dollar curtains ' blinds

21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi 5672 2915
www.dollarcurtainsandblinds.com.au

HM6631

0400 907 201
|/ ceanine

BUILDER DECK RESTORATION

AIR CONDITIONING

y VANDERMEER & SONS \".‘;E'.,
DAIKIN | s Vears experlence C L EAN I N G 1\ »! DeckSeal
COASTAL 03 5678 5190 Bathrooms a speciality DOMESTIC & BUSINESS

Specialists in restoration

ReFRIGERATION & aiR-coNDITONING  Office@picra.com.au + Decking * Concrete retainer walls ¢+ Kitchens BEFORE
* Bathrooms - Plastering ¢ Painting
* Pergolas * Renovations
* Doors & window installation ¢ Built-in robes
PAUL VANDERMEER
Mobile: 0427 750 568

FREE QUOTES

rA, SCHMIDTBUILDERS

TRADITIONAL QUALITY CARPENTRY
Specialising in: ® Extensions
® Renovations ® New Homes

® Dusting, vacuuming and mopping
® Kitchens ® Bathroom and toilets
® \Window Cleaning
WE ARE PROFESSIONAL AND METICULOUS
6 YEARS EXPERIENCE

HLP DOMESTICS CALL 0452068 588

& preservation of timber decks §
Residential & Commercial |

@ Coostal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

JA23748

HM6629

AU22840

V0124

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

*1' Bass Coast

$2HVAC

DINGO SERVICES

® Dingo (rubber tracks) ® 2 ton excavator
® Bucket work ® Post hole boring

0408 3871722 ‘2

EARTHMOVING & TREES

EARTH MOVING & TREES

TREVOR BUNN 04217 572 270
E: tbunn@outlook.com.au k%% %% Five star rated

CONCRETING

REINFORCED CONCRETE
SOUTH GIPPSLAND

HM2969

For all your

Decks & Pergolas . ® Rotary Hoe
Heating & A/C install and maintenance * Stairs-Internal & External g Concretlng needs ® Trenching
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE - Frivate Jetties » Retaining Walls 2 Phone: 0447 137 009 Operating ocally
Adam Schmidt 0418 139 352 since 2001

Email:
reinforcedconcreteaustralia@gmail.com

JA21755

Nick 0421 170 827

nick(@basscoasthvac.com.au

ABN 75092084574
aschmidtbuilders@bigpond.com

Beachley Constructions

Trusted Local Family Builders
Commercial & Domestic
New Builds & Renovations
In-house design advice

ASPHALTING

ASPHALT

Schoolgrounds, Driveways
Carparks & repairs

Mike Rowley 0411 412 707

66 Nardoo Street, Cape Paterson 3995

ke

¢ Building, cleaning, and repairing dams.
*Tracks, levelling, and general earth works.
* Excavating, loading, carting fill or stone.
* Experienced at tree felling.
¢ Cleaning up trees for logging, burning,
or chipping (no charge for chipping.)

' E Your local electrical experts:

- New Builds & Renovations
- Switchboard Upgrades
- TV, Data & Home Networking
- Lighting Design & Installation
- Maintenance & Repairs
- Fault Finding & Fixes
- 24/7 Emergency Setrvice

JOEL 0412950 720
joel@jselectricians.com.au
ELECTRICIANS \\\v\v jselectricians.com.au

IBASS COAST

CONCRETING

o491 950 640

HM6568
AF0097

Phone Jessica 0418 415151 Ek
www.beachley.construction g

HM9644
AF0103

BOOKKEEPING

BUILDER

CONCRETING

SG CONCRETING
LANDSCAPING :@:

=
' i

J L BAS &
BOOKKEEPING
SOLUTIONS

wﬂmﬂ

Hrag MoCormuoack Hormes
e
™
Specialist builder of period style custom homes.

fi=

CDB-U 66015

HM13259

BAS Agent
26280606

House Slabs - Driveways
Shed Floors - Paths

Refaining Walls
Property Maintenance ,

JEN1971

Julie Appleyard :
0429 425 252 e

s.g.concreting@hotmail.com

0428 496 26¢

info@jlbbs.com.au Xero Advisor IAN 0431105213

brad@bradmccormackhomes.com.au
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ELECTRICIAN

REC 32780
*+ 24/7 Emergency

Electricians
» Domestic
» Commercial
+ Backup generators
» Renovations
* Undergrounds
+ Switchboard upgrades

James 0402 135 292

allaboutelectricalcontracting.com.au

AF0088

ALL ABOUT

ELECTRICAL

CONTRACTING

| nvaieneservices
medic (¥)

¢ Collection of clinical and related waste including sharps
* Servicing ALL washroom related products NEED
O, . A SOLUTION?
- Sanitary units, nappy units WE HAVE IT!
- Air freshener units, W/C & urinal deep cleans
* FREE clinical and related waste audits Servicing all of
o s dentis . isnosal servi Victoria and Southern
Confidential document disposal service Now South Wales
Phone:1800 medico (1800 633 426)

www.medicoservices.com.au 100% Australian owned and operated

HYGIENE SERVICES
WASTE DISPOSAL

LB0700

TRADESX;SERVICES

DIRECTORY

PICTURE FRAMING

Artlite framing

CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING LEONGATHA

» Artworks « Photos

» Posters * Float Frames
- Jerseys and Objects

0 Phone Angela 0418 360 988
= angela@picframing.com

ME0627

ELECTRONICS

James Dell

10 Ashenden Street
Leongatha, Vic, 3953

5662 3891
admin@gardnerelectronics.com.au

Gardner Electronics

Security/Access control « CCTV » TV
* Data/Phone * Home Theatre * PA

& CARPET ONE

e beautifully for les:
LET US GIVE YOU A QUOTE

carpetone.com.au
21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi
5672 2915

GARAGES & SHEDS

....--"""'-""'__-—-__"--.._ FTRATED
OUIBACK

GIPPSLAND

Ask us about our patios.
Your local, qualified project specialist.
Permits, construction. 1Ist class service.

Contact Gavin 0433 902 969
www.gippslandgarages.com
FREE QUOTES Site visits subject to T&C's.

VACUUM
GUTTER CLEANING

Tree Pruning & Removals | Solar Panel Cleaning
Fully insured and 20 years experience

IMPACT\

Phone Lochie
TREES & GUTTERS \ }

0417 315 846
Vacuum Gutter Cleaning | Tree Pruning & Removals impacttg@bigpond.com

Servicing all areas 1
HOME & GARDEN

Gippsland Home & Garden Maintenance

» Lawns - small acreages, large residential blocks
» Customised holiday property packages

» Seasonal fruit tree pruning /1

* Complete bathroom reno’s

LB0703

FLOOR
o FACMAET

JA21812

JA23310

LB1002

JEN1407

by qualified tradesman Yeaws quualzuty
» Tiling, painting, experience
pressure cleaning  John 0414 917 468

Call now for a quote!

LANDSCAPING & CONCRETING
A.B LANDSCAPING

e Retaining Walls e Paving
e Small Brick Repairs
e Concreting e Landscaping

SMALL JOBS WELCOME
Phone Andrew 0408 822 263

LAWN MOWING

Q Call 131 546

b v/ FREE QUOTES
Jim's ..'»,_,E A / Fully insured
Mowing

v Police checked
v/ OH&S compliant

MNeed it Dene? v/ All work guaranteed

Jim's the One

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning, hedging,
rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, weeding,
mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

MECHANICAL SALES & REPAIRS

& cFmoTa
WELSHPOOL

OUTDOORS
Ph: 03 5688 1304

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT ™%
WORKSHOP REPAIRS
ORIGIN GAS DELIVERIES

JEN2335

‘

LB0701

ME0288

orlgln

LUt

welshpooloutdoors@bigpond.com.au
19 Main Street, Welshpool, VIC, 3966

PAINTER

Wonthaggi a
surrounding areas.
FREE QUOTEE=)"

0459 921114

PLASTERER

A PLASTERER?

All aspects of
Rendering & Plastering
New and existing homes

FJMAROTTA
RENDERING & PLASTERING

0400599 170

LOOKING FOR

/e

(4N

APOLLO TILING

WALL & FLOOR
WATERPROOFING & SCREEDING

& Prusiding Qally Sorvee @

Servicing Nyora, Loch and Korumburra

steve 0425 815 764

AC0731

F\

NORM HOLLIER
TREE FELLING

* Lopping * Clear Felling
* Firewood Sawing * Stump Grinding
* Tree Removal * Rubbish Removal
* Fully Insured
0438 636 201

PLUMBER

GIPPSLAND

Plumbing and Gasfitting
Ph: 0437 759 224
gippslandplumbing@gmail.com

Licence #47236

ABN: 703 832 950 39 Steven Mizzi

ROOF RESTORATION

$.0.5.ROOFING

YOUR LOCAL ROOFER
¢ Find and fix leaks ® Roof repainting
* Roofing repointing ¢ Valley renewal
* Roof demossing ¢ Guttering ¢ Gutter cleaning

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Call Steve 0412 160 071

JEN1982

South Gippsland
Security Services

* Patrols * Guards ¢ Alarm responses
* Alarm monitoring
Your local security company for
Leongatha, Korumburra & district
Call Peter & Lesley Allman 5662 4280
Mob. 0427 516 317. Fax 5662 4259.
Lic. No. 655-194-503 ~ sgsecurity@bigpond.com

JEN1988

BRUSH STROKES
PAINTING SERVICE

—

E : g——— -
No job foo small ™.

MIKE FERNLEY

V0144

0488 158 556

Bass coast -
HOME MAINTENANGE 2
& IMPROVEMENTS

For all repairs and
improvements to your home.
Quality workmanship at affordable prices.

LB1296

Call Peter: 0466 115 776
Registered Builder - No: DB-U 4466

PAINTER / DECORATOR

All aspects of painting

M & J PAINTING
SPECIALISING IN

®
PRE-SALE MAKEOVERS H

Commercial/Scheduled maintenance
Reliable and prompt

Call Mal 0448 101 771

LB0382

- i

islandenerg

LB0165

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

—_—
m== c
7

1300534 110 ___

STEEL & ROOFING SUPPLIES

McRae Engineering

GENERAL FABRICATION, STRUCTURAL STEEL,
FARM AND EARTHMOVING,
MACHINERY REPAIRS, SHEDS, DAIRIES ETC.

COMEIDRER IT DORE 2

DELIVERIES ARRANGED OR PICK UPS WELCOME

LB0702

5664 7408 | 0427 343 498 | 134 Whitelaw St, Meeniyan

shaun@mcraeengineering.net.au

===

e
* Over 10 years

ms‘ffnass :
| expertise.

* Firewood Sales
* Tree care and advice * Pruning
* Removal « Mulching « Stump grinding

CALL BRENDAN RYAN 0448169 258
A==

Ty
TREE X,

THEE SERVIEE |

* Free Quotes.

* Qualified Arborist
and Fully Insured.

V0302

Contracting

Cherry Picker
Qualified Arborist
Qualified Climber
Chipper/Tree Removals
Stump Grinding

LB1032

www.treex.com.au
Office

0493 425 800

TREE SERVICES

Duane Thomas

0409 968 040

Gippsland
Tree Services

Matt Harris
0407 245 381

= | < Arborists - Large Ewp
» Mulching - Insured
» Tree Removals

JA23037

10+ Years Experience

Permanel_lt
waste solutions

Call the commercial and residential
waste specialists today!

5672 2056

HEEL-A-WASTE
www.wheelawaste.com.au y
EPA Registered RO00301404

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

& |WESTERNPORT

WINDOWS AND HOME MAINTENANCE

MARK
P: 0418 686 583

ALUMINIUM & TIMBER WINDOW REPLACEMENT
DECKS | PERGOLAS | VERANDAS

LB0384
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Pre-planning your
funeral really takes
the pressure off
loved ones at

a difficult time.

We've been helping
Gippslanders with care and
respect for over 125 years.

21 Hoddle Road Foster
B 0356822443

A GIPPSLAND

T ®  FUNERAL SERVICES

To find out more please call 1300 386 375 or visit gippslandfuneralservices.com.au

HAEWOOD, FUNIRALE

Family owned and locally based Funeral
Directors. We bring 25 years experience
to families in Traralgon, Morwell,
Churchill, Moe, Trafalgar, Korumburra
and surrounding areas.

THE CHOICE IS YOURS

Practical, sensible and affordable.
We offer both at-need and pre-paid

funerals. Dignity and Respect, always.

JENC5061

CREMATION PACKAGES
FROM $3,300

www.harwoodfunerals.com.au
For 24/7 support 0405 669 532

DEATHS

BUTLER,
Moya Theresa:

Passed away
peacefully January 24,
2026, aged 88.

A very dear friend and
neighbour at Moyarra
and Korumburra.
Wherever a beautiful
soul has been. There
will be a trail of
beautiful memories
that will never be lost.
Now resting peacefully,
sadly missed. Love
Alan and Glenyce and
Family.

DUNLOP,
Graeme Ronald:

24.05.1942 - 27.01.2026.

Loving husband of
Jean (dec.) and
devoted partner to
Helen.

Father and father-in-
law of Andrew and
Aude, Lisa and Jason.

Papi to Alice and
cherished by EJ and
Zavier.

FUNERALS

A trusted name in
Wonthaggi for over 50 years

SERVICING ALL DISTRICTS
CHAPEL FACILITIES AVAILABLE

Services provided to suit your needs
OFFICE HOURS
9AM - 5PM MONDAY TO FRIDAY
Phone 5672 3123
102 Graham Street, Wonthaggi
www.milkinsfunerals.com.au

ke, Funerals
fumtralie

HMC15019

Locally owned
and operated by

Scott & Sharon

»
___..-l‘"
» Anderson
4 h " | 56721074

Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi
3085 Loch-Wonthaggi Road, Wonthaggi
(PO Box 35)

Cowes office (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171

Email: info@handafunerals.com.au
www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au

0
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A Funerals
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1 Australis
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DUNLOP,
Graeme Ronald:

The Committee and
Members of the
Inverloch Bowling Club
were sad to hear of the
passing of popular
member Graeme
Dunlop. Our sincere
condolences go out to
Helen, and Graeme’s
family on their loss.

Rest in peace Graeme
your presence around
the Club will be
missed.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

12 NOON
MONDAYS

DEATHS

FREENE, Robert
Heywood:

23.09.38 - 30.01.26

Much loved husband
of Diane for 60
wonderful years.
Loving father of Craig,
Guy and Sara and
beloved Grandfather to
Ben, Alana, Isaac, Will,
Jacob and Xavier.
Cherished Father-in-
Law to Nicole, Jennie
and Stephen.

Rob lived a long, very
full and successful life
and he will be greatly
missed by all who
knew and loved him.

GILES,
Gary Leonard:

10.04.1943 - 23.01.2026.

To my dearest hubby,
You will always be
remembered.

Love your wifey - Carol.

As per Gary’s wishes a
private cremation will
be held.

GILL,
Anne Penvel:

Passed away
peacefully surrounded
by her loving family.

Loved wife of Bruce
(dec.).

Loving Mum and
mother-in-law of Peter
and Sandra, Jo and
Peter (dec.), David and
Helena, Judi and Moz.

Adored Nan to 12
grandchildren and 22
great grandchildren.
Reunited with Bruce.

A Life Well Lived.

A private family burial
will be held.

A Celebration of
Anne’s life will be held
at a later date.

Please go to www.
handleyand
andersonfunerals.
com.au for details.

EST 1530 UK
1882 AUSTRALIA
ABN 83 076 028 790
BARRY WAKLEY
SCULPTORS AND
MONUMENTAL MASONS

“Memorials of Distinction”

Solid Granite monuments in many
colors and designs to suit any budget.
Letter cutting and renovation.

JENC5057

18 Inverloch Road, Wonthaggi 5657 3341

info@barrywakleysculptor.com.au

N
B, L R, et © ) N
HANDLEY FUNERALS

— = -
-, [ =

ﬁ«:ql_fﬁ':ll'f__.ﬁ?"
Proudly supporting
families across the
Gippsland Region
Office & Chapel

24 Anderson Street, Leongatha
03 56 622 717

www.handleyfuneralservices.com.au

24 hours, 7 days a week
Member of Funerals Australia

JAC0099

Servicing South Gippsland ¢ Bass Coast
Just as we have in Gippsland for over 65 years

« Granite Memorials
« Renovations & Additions
« Plaques & Accessories

On-site and in-home appointments
Pensioner discounts

Jamie 0402 850 603
Lou 0400 076 736
Office 5134 2885
keenanmemorials@gmail.com
www.keenanmemorials.com.au

Lot t Cronts That Finat Gt

JENC5060

DEATHS

GILL,
Anne Penvel:

Much loved and
respected friend of
Diane and Stephanie
Dunn. Condolences to
all her family.

GOWLAND,
Valerie Golden:

Passed away
peacefully on
27.01.2026.

Beloved wife of
Nicholas (dec.).

Adored mother and
mother-in-law of
Andrew, Trevor and
Michele.

Grandma to Troy;
Susan and David.

Great grandma to
Skye, Noah, Logan,
Cooper and Jasmine.

Mum and Dad reunited.

HOLWERDA
(née Hummel), Lipke:

23.12.1932 - 27.01.2026.

Loving wife of Wiebe
(dec.)

Loved and loving Mum
to Gerda and Arie,
Margaret and Ron

(dec.), Rhonda,
Michael and Tammy
(dec.), Bill and Anna.

Loved Grandma to all
her grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

Rest in peace, we all
love you and will miss
you every day.

Thank you to all the
doctors and staff at
Koorooman House for
taking care of our
Mum.

O’CONNOR
(née Drury),
Diane Faye:

It is with deep sadness
that we announce the
passing of our Diane
(Didi) O’Connor, who

passed away
peacefully on January
24,2026, aged 81.

Beloved wife of John,
adored Mum of
Kelly-Anne and Shaun,
much-loved mother-in-
law of Marty and
Sophie.
Devoted grandmother
to Zachary, Ruby,
Grace, Seth and
Josephine.

Forever loved and
sadly missed.

SMITH (nee Dawes),
Judith Beverley
Judy’:

Our treasured Mum
and Nan passed away
on Friday January 23,
2026, at Lyrebird
Village, Drouin. Aged
91 years.

Cherished wife of Ron
(dec).
Much loved Mum of
Debbie and lan, Jan
and Pete, lan and Bev.

Adored Nan of seven,
Old Nan of 23.

Forever In our Hearts

SMITH (Dawes),
Judith Beverley:

Friday, January 23,
2026.

Loved sister-in-law of
Doreen and Keith
Kelly.

Aunty of Leanne Smith
and family, Debbie
Patman and family,

Sharynne Charles and

family. Reunited with
Ron xx
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DEATHS

THOMAS,
Joan Rose:

Formerly of White Rd
Wonthaggi.

Passed away
peacefully on
19.01.2026 at
Inverloch Coast Care
Community.

Loving and dedicated
mother to Andrew.
Sister to Betty of
Sydney.

Being a mother is
learning about
strengths you never
knew you had.
And dealing with fears
you never knew
existed.

Sleep peacefully Joan.

Your loving friends
and neighbours,
Josie and Robert.

For funeral details go
to milkinsfunerals.

FUNERALS

DUNLOP:

The Funeral Service
for Mr. Graeme Ronald
Dunlop will be held at
Handley and
Anderson Chapel,
3085 Loch-Wonthaggi
Road, Wonthaggi,
TOMORROW,
Wednesday, February
4, 2026, commencing
at 10:30am.

A private cremation
will follow. Graeme’s
service will be live
streamed.

Please go to
www.handleyand
andersonfunerals.com.
au for details.

In lieu of flowers,
donations made here
will support the work of
Lymphoma Australia
and the specialist care
they provide to people
affected by lymphoma.
fundraise.
lymphoma.org.au/

com.au. graeme-dunlop.
| Lamel -\.'II.E;,J‘ l'.l W legsi
FLSERALS
TUDDENHAM
(née Cullen) GOWLAND:

Nancy Elizabeth:
29.07.1939 - 30.01.2026

Passed away suddenly
and peacefully.

Loved daughter of Tom
and Molly Cullen and
sister of Robert
(all dec.)

Loved and loving wife
of Vin for more than 58
years. Loved Mum of
Neil and Rob,
mother-in-law of Lisa,
Carmel and Donna.
Loved Grandma of
Carlie, Adam, Jasper
and their partners.

For funeral details go
to www.handleyand
andersonfunerals.
com.au.

No flowers by request.

FUNERALS

BUTLER,
(née O'Neill):

A Funeral Service to
Celebrate the Life of
Mrs. Moya Theresa
Butler will be held at
the Korumburra
Amenities Complex
(Showgrounds), South
Gippsland Highway,
Korumburra on Friday,
February 6, 2026,
commencing at 1pm.

At the Conclusion of
the Service the Funeral
will leave for the
Korumburra Cemetery.

Moya has requested
that guests wear bright
and colourful clothing
to celebrate her life.

o

HANDLEY
FUNERALS

LECHGATIA &
WO T HAGG

The Funeral Service
for Mrs. Valerie Golden
Gowland will hold at
Handley and
Anderson Chapel,
3085 Loch-Wonthaggi
Road, Wonthaggi on
Thursday, February 12,
2026, commencing at
11am.

A private cremation
will follow.

To honour Val's
memory, please wear
colourful clothing.

[ Lams |. "'-."E.l'j'r Yrplepson

HAMS:
09.02.1933 - 20.01.2026

A Memorial Service to
Celebrate the Life of
Mr. Gordon Alfred
Hams will be held at
Leongatha RSL, Cnr
Smith St and Michael
Pl on Monday,
February 9, 2026,
commencing at
11.30am.

Gordon’s service will
be live streamed.
To view please visit
handley funeral
services.com.au.

A private cremation
was held.

Please, no flowers
by request.

i

HANDLEY
FUNERALS

LEDHG ATHA B

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE
12 NOON MONDAYS
Call 5672 1888

or email ads@sgst.com.au
to place a notice

FUNERALS

HOLWERDA
(née Hummel):

A Thanksgiving
Service for Mrs. Lipke
Holwerda will be held

at the Christian

Reformed Church of
South Gippsland, cnr
Peart and Brown
Streets Leongatha VIC
3953, Wednesday,
February 4, 2026,
commencing at
11:30am.

Lipke’s service will be
live streamed. To view,
please visit
handleyfuneral
services.com.au.

A Burial will precede
the above Service at
the Leongatha
Cemetery, Cnr
McCartin St and Begg
St, Leongatha VIC
3953, commencing
at 10.30am.

o

HANDLEY
FUNERALS

LEORGATIA R

O’CONNOR:

A Memorial Service to
Celebrate the Life of
Mrs. Diane Faye
O’Connor will be held
at the Leongatha
Football Netball Club
Rooms, Roughead
Street, Leongatha on
Thursday, February 5,
2026, commencing
at 1pm.

A private family burial
will precede this
service.

I Bauns |. "':"-E:‘:‘r Arderson

SMITH
(née Dawes):

A Service to celebrate
the life of Mrs. Judy
Smith, formerly of
Korumburra, will be
held at the Nielsen
Funeral Chapel,
Korumburra Rd,
Warragul on Saturday,
February 7, at 11am.

The Service will also
be live-streamed. To
view Judy’s Service
please visit:
www.nielsenfunerals.
com.au

A Private Family Burial
will precede the
Service.

( ,ﬁ;l ielsen
Warragul & Drouin
5623 2771

PARKES,
Alan Vincent:

29.12.1952 - 28.01.2023
‘IRREPLACEABLE’

So missed by us all,
Anne, the girls, the
grandchildren.

BEREAVEMENT
THANKS

TURNER, June:
June’s family wish to
sincerely thank
everyone for the
flowers, cards and
messages of
supporting after the
passing of June.




FOR SALE

FORD SIDE VALVE
MOTOR:

V8, Twin Carby and
Manifold set.
$950, nearest offer.
ph. 0428 722 953
Dalyston area

GARAGE SALES

LEONGATHA:

14 Turner Street,
Apex Caravan Park.
Saturday and Sunday,
February 7 and 8,
8:30am - 4pm.
Very wide variety of
items.

WANTED TO BUY

VINYL RECORDS:
Ph. 0408 993 976

PUBLIC NOTICES

Ready to
Make

Changes?

Jason Crestani,
your local
Psychologist!
Over 28 years
experience
Local resident.
Sees children &
adults too NDIS
and Medicare
ASD, IQ & ADHD
Assessments
www.inspiredhoney.com

P: 0425 764 733

JENC5062

Ci

USED CARS
TRUCKS & TRACTORS
AAAAAAAAAAAAA

CAR REMOVAL

WE PAY
YOU

Bass Coast Recyclers

5672 2946
0417 556 593 §

*Conditions apply

BASS COAST
CAR REMOVALS

We pay you for your
unwanted cars,
4x4’s & trucks

We can remove farm
scrap metal for free.
Towing now available.
Call Shane
7 days a week
5678 2002 or
0407 599 616

JENC5058

NOTICE TO
ADVERTISERS:

Advertisements offering a
used motor car for sale must
include in the advertisement:
(a) The cash price of the
motor car; and
(b) Whichever of the
following is applicable...
+ If the motor car is
registered, the registration
number; or
+ If the motor car is
unregistered, the engine
number of the vehicle.

HMC14139

Lifeline

HELP IS AS
CLOSE AS THE

TELEPHONE

131114

20

Connect
with us

@sentineltimes

SERVICES
Private
Escort

Mature
Country Lady.
Naughty
and Nice.
Outcalls
and Incalls.

#0439 263 764

swa10270xe

VVC0943

PUBLIC NOTICES

S

Making a real
difference in the
lives of people
across Bass Coast.

If you can give, please
give where you live.

HM7077

Sentinel-Times H
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SITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANT

ﬁ South Gippsland Hospital

Positions Vacant

Registered Nurse Midwives
RN Grade 2
Ongoing positions available up to 2.0 EFT

Registered Undergraduate
Student of Nursing
RUSON
0.21 EFT fixed term position

Health Care Worker
Grade 2 or 3
(depending on qualifications/experience)
0.53 EFT Permanent Part time

Health Care Worker - Casual
Grade 2 or 3
(depending on qualifications/experience)

Exercise and Community
Rehabilitation Practitioner
Exercise Physiologist or
Physiotherapist - Grade 2
0.84 EFT fixed term parental leave position
Dietitian
Grade 2
0.42 EFT fixed term parental leave position

Physiotherapist — Casual
Grade 2

For more information:
https://southgippslandhospital.com.au/
employment-2/

Volunteer Expression of Interest
Further information:
Call Annie on 5683 9704 or
www.southgippslandhospital.com.au/
volunteers

AF0110

Retail and Administration

Wonthaggi Nutrien AG Solutions
Permanent part time
Approx. 30hrs per week
Full drivers licence required

Please send resume including
references to
Damian.vandillen@nutrien.com.au
or drop off in store at
1 Cyclone Street, Wonthaggi

AF0109

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE:

Much hardship and difficulty is caused to
jobseekers by misleading advertisements
placed in the employment columns.

Our Positions Vacant / Situations Vacant
columns are reserved for advertisements
which carry a specific and genuine offer of
employment.

Ads for ‘Business Opportunities’,
‘Commission Only/Sales,” training courses
and employment services should be

submitted under those headings.

Placing misleading job ads is an offence
against the ACL and all advertisements
are subject to the publisher’'s approval.
For further advice contact the Australian
Competition and Consumer Commission on
1300 302 502 or Consumer Affairs Victoria.

—_— s
Dive into

a career in

water.

»

.

Build your career by
the coast.

Executive
Assistant

(Band 4, full time, ongoing)

We seek an experienced
Executive Assistant to provide
high-level administrative and
coordination support to our
Executive Team. This role will
suit someone who is organised,
discreet, adaptable and
confident managing multiple
priorities.

Applications close - 15 February,
for application details go to
www.westernportwater.com.au

A WESTERNPORT

Bus Drivers wanted

South Coast Bus is seeking experienced
Heavy Vehicle Drivers for casual
employment based from our Cowes Depot.

This role will suit those who like variety
in work tasks with previous exposure to
driving medium rigid vehicles. Flexibility
in availability across the week essential with
plenty of work for the right candidates.
There is multiple opportunities on offer.

A typical week would include covering
school runs, camps transfers, some night
work to Penguins as well as availability
for weekend route shifts, wedding and
special events.

The successful candidates must be good
with people, able to work independently
and hold at least a MR license. You
will be required to obtain a passenger
endorsement (drivers certificate)
and working with children check card if you
don't already have one.

Please call 5951 4600
or send your resume to email:
operations@southcoastbus.com.au
or post PO Box 946, Cowes, 3922

AF0099

Country
Universities
_ Centre
Widening
Participation Officer
Join our Country Universities

Centre Team!

We are seeking a passionate, enthusiastic
individual to join our team and support
regional students to access, participate and
succeed in higher education.

This includes key delivery of widening
participation and outreach programs in local
secondary schools, in collaboration with
partner organisations, to nurture aspirations
of young people of the region. Ideally you
will have experience working in rural and
regional communities, along with tertiary
qualifications and experience in education,
community development, or youth.

For more information about the
position and application process, visit
https://www.cucbasscoast.edu.au/
get-involved/

HM13295

Applications close:
5pm Friday, February 6, 2026.

DEADLINES

Classified single column
Mondays 12.00 noon
Classified double column
Fridays 3.00pm

Please notethat double column advertisements
requiring a proof must be received at least two
hours prior to deadline and proofs will not be
provided for single column advertisements.

TO ADVERTISE

Phone:
5672 1888

Email:
ads@sgst.com.au

In person:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi

Mail:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi

WR(N(0)

Office Hours:
9am-5pm Monday to Friday

Payments accepted:
S s
poS :

Advertising conditions:

Full name and address of advertiser must be
supplied even though not necessarily
included in advertisement.

The publishers reserve the right to omit and
alter any advertisement. Please check your
ad is correct the first day it appears. While
every care is taken to ensure your ad is
correct, errors can occur. We regret that we
cannot be responsible for any errors beyond
the first day if you fail to bring it to our
attention.

All advertisements must be prepaid unless
client has an existing credit facility. Accounts
are due and payable on the due date as
shown on the account.

The Motor Car Traders Regulations:

States that from July 1, 1998 all
advertisements for used vehicles including
motorcycles must include the cash price
of vehicle and registration number or
engine number if not registered.

Sentinel-Times
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Bena siblings Oscar and Annika
McGeachin say their Japan
experience challenged them both
physically and mentally.

How Japan challenged
two young Bena

martial artists
By Trent Westaway

BENA Kkarate siblings Annika
and Oscar McGeachin’s journey
to Okinawa, Japan, was not with-
out adversity.

Travelling to Japan in Novem-
ber 2025 for the Rookie Cup,
their first international full-con-
tact karate tournament, the pair
faced unfamiliar circumstances,
intense preparation schedules,
and, in Oscar’s case, a significant
physical disadvantage.

The siblings’ sensei and father,
Trevor McGeachin, said the con-
cept alone was daunting,.

“Going overseas and competing
at a whole new level in a whole
new country was a pretty daunt-
ing concept,” he said.

12-year-old Oscar was placed
in an open division based solely
on his age, meaning he had to
face a significant size disadvan-
tage in every bout.

“Oscar was the smallest in the
division by around 10 kilos, with
the biggest kid being almost 50
kilos heavier than him,” Trevor
said. “He was always up against
it but fought really well techni-
cally.”

Oscar said facing the size mis-
match was the most difficult part
of the trip.

“My favourite part of the trip
was meeting the competitors
and seeing Japan,” he said. “The
hardest part was competing
against much bigger fighters.”

10-year-old Annika faced her
biggest challenge well before
touching down in Japan.

“Getting to explore a new coun-
try was my favourite, but the
training to make sure I was ready
was definitely the hardest part,”
she said.

The months leading up to their
international debut involved
balancing school with frequent
training sessions five or six days
a week for preparation.

“They train harder than I have
seen almost any adults train,”
said Trevor. “That reward for ef-
fort is something that will hope-
fully stick with them.”

Following her Rookie Cup vic-
tory, Annika has been invited to
return to Japan to compete at the
Japan Cup, a tournament that al-
lows previous international ath-
letes as well as black belts.

The experience also inspired
Trevor himself, who said his
children have paved the way for
him to compete internationally.

“They actually fought interna-
tionally before I did,” he said.
“I'm hoping to fight in Papua New
Guinea in the middle of this year.
They're sort of setting the way for
me, really.”

== j——u g
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Swimmers and water safety volunteers celebrate at the Bay Beach after completing the Beach to Bay Swim.

Cape Paterson hosts big day of surf
lifesaving and community swimming

CAPE Paterson Surf Life Sav-
ing Club hosted a bumper day
of competition and community
spirit on Saturday with the
annual Bass Coast Interclub
Championships followed by the
Beach to Bay Swim.

Four clubs from across the
Bass Coast came together for
the interclub championships
delivered in partnership with
Venus Bay Surf Life Saving
Club and supported through
Life Saving Victoria’s Surf
Sports Strategy.

Inverloch Surf Life Saving
Club, Waratah Beach Surf Life
Saving Club and co-hosts Ve-
nus Bay and Cape Paterson
competed across a wide range
of age groups and disciplines
showcasing the strength of surf
sports throughout the region.

Venus Bay took out the over-
all championship with Cape
Paterson finishing in second
place after fielding 12 competi-
tors who represented the club
with enthusiasm and sports-
manship.

Cape Paterson president
Paul MacNeill said the result
marked a turning point for the
club’s newly formed focus on
building its competitive spirit.

Terry Prendergast and Stel-
la  Crawford-Rust claimed

victory in the Bass Ironman
and Ironwoman events respec-
tively to cap off the day for the
host club.

Mr MacNeill said the carni-
val highlighted what made Bass
Coast surf lifesaving special with
volunteers, athletes and clubs
working together to support
competition and strengthen con-
nections across communities.

Founded in 1960 with just five
active members, Cape Paterson
SLSC has grown into one of the
most active clubs on the Bass
Coast and has a long history of
competitive success at district,
state and national level.

The interclub championships
provided a platform for clubs
of all sizes to test their skills in
a supportive environment with
events spanning beach and wa-
ter disciplines.

Waratah Beach SLSC, based
in Sandy Point, made the trip
across from South Gippsland
to compete while Inverloch
added depth to the field with
strong numbers across the age
groups.

Cape Paterson thanked all vis-
iting clubs, officials, volunteers
and supporters for making the
event a success and reinforc-
ing the collaborative spirit that
underpins surf lifesaving along

the Bass Coast.

The competition was followed
by the Beach to Bay Swim, a
1.4-kilometre celebration swim
from Cape Paterson First Surf
to the Bay Beach.

The event was originally
scheduled for Australia Day
but was postponed due to unfa-
vourable swimming conditions
and held in near-perfect condi-
tions on Saturday instead.

Around 40 swimmers took
part supported by a strong wa-
ter safety contingent on boards,
rescue tubes and inflatable res-
cue boats.

Water safety teams were pro-
vided by Cape Paterson, Won-
thaggi Life Saving Club and
Waratah Beach.

The swim is not a timed race
but a community celebration
with swimmers stopping at set
intervals to regroup and enjoy
the connection between the
coastline, fitness and commu-
nity.

More than 100 participants
had registered for the original
date with a smaller number
able to make the rescheduled
day.

“It's fantastic to see a commu-
nity event like the Beach to Bay
Swim delivered with such close
cooperation between clubs,” Mr

MacNeill said.

“Particularly special was the
opportunity to work alongside
our neighbouring club Wont-
haggi Life Saving Club.

“Following the Bass Coast
Interclub Championships we
were honoured to have compet-
itors assist with water safety for
this event.

“That willingness to step
straight from competition into
service demonstrates the true
spirit of surf lifesaving.”

The event awarded the Leg-
end of the Beach to Bay Swim
to Jeanine Groves who togeth-
er with her husband Ken took
on the challenge having never
swum that far.

Ms Groves said if it were not
for the community spirit lead-
ing up to the swim she would
likely never have attempted the
distance.

Brendan Edmonds who peti-
tioned the club for water safety
support after the successful
running of the inaugural swim
in 2025 posted online that ev-
eryone finished with massive
smiles and a real sense of ac-
complishment.

Mr MacNeill said the Beach to
Bay would continue as an an-
nual event with preparation al-
ready underway for 2027.

Record crowds flock to 33rd Inverloch Beach Volleyball Competition
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THE 33rd Inverloch Beach
Volleyball Competition at-
tracted record entries as six
divisions battled it out on the
sands of Pensioners Point on
Sunday, January 25.

Hosted by the  South
Gippsland Volleyball Club over
the Australia Day long week-
end, the tournament drew play-
ers from across Gippsland,
Melbourne and as far east as
Bairnsdale, with international
competitors from France and
Bali adding a global flavour to
Victoria’s longest continuously
running beach volleyball tour-
nament.

Near-perfect conditions greet-
ed the opening rounds, with a
cool coastal breeze and warm
sunshine setting the stage for a
full day of competition.

As finals approached the
wind  strengthened, testing
players on their ability to adapt
to the ever-changing beach
conditions.

Tournament director Liselott
Webster oversaw the smooth
running of the event, with
club assistant secretary Poppy

Noble providing organisational
support.

Volunteers were instrumen-
tal in delivering the day, from
digging net posts and raking
the beach in the early hours to
managing player registration
and logistics throughout the
competition.

Terry White Chemmart Leon-
gatha sponsored the popular
door prize hamper.

With the sand barely settled,
the South Gippsland Volley-
ball Club is now preparing to
launch its summer and au-
tumn indoor seasons.

Registrations are open for
Spikezone, junior and open
competitions as well as the
club’s  inaugural = women’s
league.

Those interested can contact
club secretary Jessica Sanders
at southgippslandvolleyball@
outlook.com.

LEFT: James Ryan, Trent
Westaway, Vincent Monaghan
and Eldon Westaway competed
in the 33rd Inverloch Beach
Volleyball Competition.
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Local’s streetball tournament

win sets up shot at $20,000
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A LOCAL basketballer re-
cently helped his team win
the Melbourne Summer Jam
tournament, one of the biggest
streetball events in the coun-
try, on Monday, January 26.

They have now punched
their ticket to the national
championship weekend, tak-
ing place from February 20 to
22, where they will compete
for $20,000.

Vincent Monaghan, 26, grew
up in the hills of Mardan and
played most of his junior bas-
ketball with the Leongatha
Lightning,

But this tournament was not
the neat and polished stadium
contest that he’s used to. This
was streetball.

“We were so tired towards
the end of the day, as was ev-
eryone else. It was a battle of
determination and endurance
throughout the whole day,”
Monaghan said.

“We were told to play through
the contact as refs weren’t go-
ing to call much.”

Eight teams competed at the
event, each filled with Big V or
NBL1 basketball talent.

Monaghan’s team played
four matches, each lasting 20
minutes, split into 10-minute
halves.

He said as the end of the day
drew closer, the crowd’s ener-
gy became more impactful.

“Closer to the end of the day,
especially in the grand final,
the atmosphere was loud and
energetic,” he said.

“Mentally we had to be strong
to block out the noise.”

Vincent Monaghan finishes at the rim at the Melbourne
Summer Jam Streetball tournament. Photo by Brynn

Lariba-Lay.

He said the nerves hit the
hardest just before the final
jump ball.

“Leading up is when you
have the most nerves, but in
the game, I was only focused
on what was happening right
now,” Monaghan said.

“l had confidence that my
game would be able to carry
me as much as it needed to.”

The 6’5" guard said his role
changed depending on what
the team needed.

“I didn’t really have a role,”
he said.

“Our

chemistry together

made us work in unison with-
out even trying.”

The final match was not with-
out tense moments, as in the
dying stages of the game with
his team up by two, Monaghan
stepped up to the free throw
line with a chance to create
some breathing room.

He drilled a clutch free throw
to put his team up by three
points with just 30 seconds
left.

They later won the match by
four points.

That victory will send
Monaghan and his teammates

to the Summer Jam 2026
Championship next month,
the flagship event of the tour.

The tournament will see
teams from all over the coun-
try, and potentially some inter-
national teams as well, com-
pete for the title and a cash
prize of $20,000.

Monaghan is looking for-
ward to the challenge, as he
expects the standard to once
again lift.

“It will be interesting. I
haven't played in it before,” he
said.

“I know there will be tougher
teams and more high-qual-
ity players. We might be up
against the odds, but I'm keen
to see how far we can go.

“The level of 1Q on the court
will be incredible.”

The focus for many is obvi-
ously the prize money, though
Monaghan says that for him,
the game itself is the prize.

“It's enticing, but to me the
money is just a bonus on top
of what I love to do,” he said.

“If I can make some cash
playing the sport I love doing
for as long as I can, then I'm
happy. The main motivation
is to play at the highest level I
can whilst having just as much
fun.”

The championship weekend
will run from February 20 to
22, beginning with men’s and
women’s seeding games on
Friday before moving into the
knockout rounds on Saturday.

The weekend ends on Sun-
day with the men’s and wom-
en’s championship finals.

World Superblkes klng Jonathan Rea bows out

THROUGHOUT the 38-year
history of the World Super-
bike Championship one rider
stands above all others.

The colourful and excit-
ingly dangerous sport has
produced household names
like Carl Fogarty, Troy Corser,
Troy Bayliss and Max Biaggi,
however no one comes near
recently retired Northern
Irishman Jonathan Rea.

Rea announced his retire-
ment toward the end of the
2025 season after a long and
illustrious career.

A totally dedicated, humble
professional who inspired
many British and Irish riders
will be sorely missed in the
upcoming championship.

From his marvellous sea-
son in 2007 in the British
Superbike Championship
where he finished runner-
up, Rea signed with Honda
in 2008 to compete in World
Superbikes.

His move to the Kawasaki
Racing Team in 2015 was the
beginning of an incredible run

An unbeatable combination -

Kawasaki’s ZX-10R.

of dominance not seen before
or since in this class of motor-
cycle racing.

Between 2015 and 2020
Rea rewrote the record books,
winning six consecutive World
Superbike titles — a feat un-
matched in the history of the
championship.

Most notably his abil-
ity to overcome adversity was

Jonathan Rea and

celebrated in the 2019 cham-
pionship tussle with Alvaro
Bautista, who blasted away
with an unprecedented 11
wins in a row.

Having witnessed the open-
ing round’s three races at
Phillip Island the Bautista
Ducati combination streeted
the field at times by up to 30
seconds.

In dramatic fashion Rea
strung together six victories
as chinks started to appear
in Bautista’s armour, turning
the tables through sheer per-
sistence, skill and self-belief
to finish with 663 points to
Bautista’'s 498.

Switching teams from Ka-
wasaki to Yamaha for the
2024 and 2025 seasons Rea
had hoped to relive the glory
years but was unable to scale
the heights he once enjoyed.

For the record Rea greet-
ed the chequered flag 119
times, had 264 podiums and
achieved 104 fastest laps in
World Superbike racing,

He was awarded an MBE for
services to motorcycle racing.

Rea has recently signed a
deal with Honda Racing as a
test rider where his knowl-
edge and skills will be used to
improve performance devel-
opment.

Australian motorcycle fans
will long remember the bril-
liant Rea/Kawasaki combina-
tion.

Surf a wave a day
for cancer research

SURFEBRUARY is back for 2026 with
registrations still open for the community
fundraiser that has raised almost $2 mil-
lion for cancer research over the past eight
years.

The initiative encourages people of all
ages and skill levels to surf, swim, pad-
dle or simply get in the water each day
throughout February to raise funds for
Chris O'Brien Lifehouse, Australia’s most
comprehensive not-for-profit cancer hospi-
tal in Sydney.

Funds raised have helped establish the
SurFebruary Seed Fund which has support-
ed 26 innovative research projects since
2021.

Seed funding helps develop research proj-
ects within Chris O’Brien Lifehouse and en-
courages new collaborations between clini-
cal groups across Australia and the world,
providing researchers with the pilot data
needed to leverage further funding,

SurFebruary was co-founded by former
Chris O'Brien Lifehouse patient Jenna-Lea
Clark, who was diagnosed with cervical ad-
enocarcinoma just seven weeks after the
birth of her first child.

The innovative treatment Ms Clark re-
ceived was not only life-saving but also gave
her the opportunity to have another child,
her son Vander.

Chris O'Brien Lifehouse board member
and patient advocate Gail O'Brien AO said
she had been thrilled to watch the event
grow.

“Its a wonderful community fundraiser
for very important cancer research,” Ms
O’Brien said.

“We are so grateful for the funding from
SurFebruary - it is vital to ensure we remain
at the forefront of the latest approaches to
cancer care and treatment.

Free registrations are open at surfebruary.
com.

SOUTH GIPPSLAND BRIDGE

AFTER a break for Australia Day, Neville
and Philip Chapman won Tuesday’s com-
petition (58.8).

Deb Anglim and John French scored
56.02, Anne Gibson and Alan Johnston
54.63, Ruth Harvey and Su Edwards 54.17
and Bruce Higgs and Jenny Jacob 51.39.

On Friday, Alan Johnston and Clive Hope
led N/S with a convincing 69.11, Matti Shub
and John Quayle (62.47), Carolyn Barbour
(59.51), Julie and Ian MacPhee (53.55),
Philip and Neville Chapman (51.69), and
Pat West and Lynda De’Laney (51.2).

Playing E/W, Anne Gibson and Bron Sund
scored 60.27.

They were followed by Moya Crowley and
Michael Dooley (60.1), Faye Rowlands and
John Currier (53.41), Marie Sands and
Maureen Stiles (51.48), and Ann Marie
Tytler and Fred Meislebach with 50.67.

All scores represent percentages of total
points available.

Don't forget John French is starting a
new round of lessons for newcomers to the
game on February 16 in Inverloch.

Please contact him on 0417 568 753 if
you're interested.

PHILLIP ISLAND BRIDGE

MONDAY’S bridge competition again
saw Greg Nicholson and Jean Barbour
outplay their rivals across five tables,
achieving a score of 67.13 per cent.

The excitement continued into Wednes-
day, where Caroline Shaw and Janus
Wolnik dominated the play.

They claimed first place with a notable
score of 62.5 per cent.

TIDE
GUIDE

TIDAL PREDICTIONS FROM
PORT PHILLIP HEADS

Approx. Tide Variations: Seal Rocks,
Venus Bay, Waratah Bay and Cape

Cowes Pier +50, Stony Point +40

Woolamai (Same), Tooradin +2hrs 45,

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY
February 3 February 4 February 5 February 6 February 7 February 8 February 9
1:51am 2:44am 3:29am 4:09am 4:44am 5:15am 5:44am
A 1.53m A 1.59m A 1.64m A 1.65m A 1.64m A 1.60m A 1.56m
v 7:22am % 8:25am v 9:16am v 10:01am v 10:41am v 11:17am % 11:51am
0.75m 0.61m 0.49m 0.40m 0.33m 0.30m 0.29m
1:30pm 2:33pm 3:30pm 4:22pm 5:10pm 5:53pm 6:33pm
A 1.37m A 1.44m A 1.50m A 1.53m A 1.54m A 1.53m A 1.49m
7 7:40pm 8:34pm Y 9:23pm 17 10:05pm L 4 10:44pm 7 11:20pm v 11:55pm
0.28m 0.29m 0.33m 0.38m 0.45m 0.52m 0.59m

Elllall us Vﬂllr

news@sgst.com.au
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Grenville.
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Winners of the Les and Jessie Chapman Australia
Day Memorial Fours sponsored by Ross Chapman
Cartage were Charlie Collier, John Hall, Jenny Miller
and Dot Shandley, pictured with sponsors Nick and
Kaylene Chapman and organiser Ken Cecil.

BREAKAWAY BOWLS

ANOTHER week has gone -
don't they go fast?

The bowlers will be back at the
Cape Paterson Community Hall
on Monday.

The winners on Friday were
Janet Ellsworth, Jan Murphy,
Margaret Morgan and Peter
Grenville - well done to you all.

FISH CREEK

A GREAT result for the club
with three terrific wins from last
week’s Saturday Pennant.

Division 2 have sewn up a top
two spot with the last round of
Pennant next week.

Fish Creek had a good win at
Toora with scores 64/14 to 54/2.

The rinks of Rob Mortloch and
Bill Symmons had convincing
wins.

Perhaps the best win for the
season saw Division 4 travel to
Wonthaggi and defeat the top
side 67/16 to 48/0.

All rinks played well and the
team has moved into fourth po-
sition on the ladder, and a win
next week will see it play finals.

Division 6 also ensured finals
action by defeating Toora 50/10
to 34/0.

Kelvin Flanders’ rink won
27/14 whilst Mark McKenzie's
team snuck in 23 to 20.

All teams will be at home next
week.

Due to the heat last Tuesday,
all midweek games were called
off.

Barefoot bowls is rolling along
very well with all bowlers enjoy-
ing themselves.

Winners last week were John
DeCort, and Liz and Doug
Brown.

Thanks to the club workers for
getting all the jobs done.

Fish Creek has its Invitational
Triples on Sunday, February 15
sponsored by Leongatha Op-
tometrists, so get your entries
into Bill Symmons or Graham
Hoskin.

FOSTER

LAST week was the first round
of the main competition for Jack
Attack.

Everyone enjoyed a great night
of bowls.

The club was hoping for a
sunnier night for the dress-up
theme, but it was pretty good
and quite a few got in on the fun.
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The Breakz;.way Bowls winners on Friday were Janet
Ellsworth, Jan Murphy, Margaret Morgan and Peter

Winners for the night were the
Inbetweeners, Martin, Alan and
Tony.

The sponsor for the night's
prizes was Max’s Cafe.

Many thanks to them jumping
on board as a new sponsor.

Runners-up were the team Ed-
mund F, with Ethan and Mae tak-
ing home the chocky prizes spon-
sored by Promontory Kitchens.

Lots of raffle action with all
the usual prizes sponsored by
Cellarbrations, Prom Meats and
the club.

Dress-up prizes went to Jen
the crayfish and Mikey with his
didgeridoo playing and then
Ben, Nicole and Tania taking on
a scene challenge from Jaws.

Also, lots of beach going outfits
were to be seen all round.

The club will see you all again
next week.

Foster is going very well in Pen-
nant.

Last Tuesday, all bowls were
cancelled in the Strzelecki Re-
gion due to the heat.

Both Division 1 and Division 3
are currently in third position on
the ladder.

In Saturday Pennant last week,
Foster saw some great wins by
both divisions.

Division 3 battled the test-
ing weather conditions at Mir-
boo North, coming home with a
three-rink win.

Division 4 travelled to Korum-
burra where they also brought
home a very strong three-rink
win.

Division 3 is sitting comfort-
ably in top position and Division
4 is now sitting in second place.

It's great to see the club doing
very well, with all four teams
in contention for finals rounds,
which are fast approaching.

Well done, everyone.

INVERLOCH

IT is with sadness that the club
shares the news of the passing of
one of its members.

Graeme Dunlop was a well-
known and loved member of the
club.

The funeral service for Graeme
will be held at 10.30am on
Wednesday, February 4 at Hand-
ley and Anderson Wonthaggi.

Thursday social bowls saw 45
bowlers bowl in perfect weather
conditions for Inverloch.

Four teams ended the day with
two game wins.

SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES

The best one game winners for the South West
Gippsland Midweek Bowls Group were Bev Elliott (3),
Aggie Grattan (2), Tony Morris (L) and Rob Paganoni (S).

Winners of the Monthly Triples at Leongatha Bowls
Club on Wednesday were Rob, Bruce and Chris,
pictured with sponsor Tony Giles from Alex Scott.

The hard luck story finished
with two wins and 31 points.

This team consisted of Daryl
McStravick (skip), Terry Sea-
ward, Sue Floyd and Jill Ed-
wards.

Runners-up on two wins and
33 points was the team of Keith
Cousins (skip), Nic Van Grunsven,
Doug Muir and Rob Higgins.

The winning team finished
with two wins and 35 points.

This team consisted of Darryl
Floyd (skip), Joyce Arnold, Joan
McStravick and Gay Higgins.

A reminder that entries for
Thursday social close at 9am on
Thursday with play starting at
10.30am.

Please bring your own lunch.

The next Monthly Turkey Tri-
ples will be on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 18.

KORUMBURRA

RECENTLY, Division 1 was home
to Inverloch in Midweek Pennant
and came away with the win.

Grumpy won 25 shots to 17
and Ben Peachey won 23 shots
to eight while Katrina went down
18 shots to 25 - an overall 16-
shot win.

Division 2 hosted San Remo
and the news was all bad.

Peter Hearn went down nine
shots to 27, Cheryl Moore
lost five shots to 24 and Jim
Garnham lost 14 shots to 27.

In Saturday Pennant, Division
1 travelled to Wonthaggi.

Shane O’Loughlin had a 21-all
draw, Charlie Edgarton lost 20
shots to 16 and Rob Cosson lost
23 shots to 13.

Division 3 hosted Phillip Island.

Gary Dorling won 20 shots to
16, Grumpy won 19 shots to 13
and Rob Sund went down 17
shots to 18 - still an overall nine-
shot win.

Division 4 travelled to Phillip
Island with Jo Lomagno being
the only winner getting up 21
shots to 16.

Alan Cherrett lost 22 shots to
10 and Peter Hearn lost 18 shots
to 13.

Division 6 hosted Mirboo
North.

Mick Manning lost 13 shots
to 26 and Ross Lomagno went
down 35 shots to 10 - not a good
result.

On Monday, Korumburra
Bowling Club held the Les and
Jessie Chapman Memorial Aus-
tralia Day Fours with 11 rinks
and players from far and wide.

The winners on the day were
the Leongatha team of Charlie
Collier, John Hall, Dot Shandley
and Jenny Miller.

Runners-up were the local
team of Roger Balment, Mark
Bansch, Kevin Watson and Keith
March.

Best game went to the Inver-
loch team of Laurie Gabel, Steve
Snelling, Chas Bucelli and Gary
Scott.

The club’s thanks go to Ross
Chapman Cartage for their kind
sponsorship.

LEONGATHA

HOPE everyone survived the
heatwave.

Good call from Strzelecki to
cancel all games on Tuesday.

Tradies’ night was also can-
celled.

The club decided it was too
much of a risk for patrons.

In much cooler conditions, the
Monthly Triples went ahead with
18 teams turning up.

You can’'t get any closer than
these two games.

Two teams were on three wins
plus 26 shots each, but on a
countback one had 26 ends and
the other 27.

The winning team was Bruce
along with his buddies Chris and
Rob.

They made it by the skin of
their teeth - congratulations,
guys.

Runners-up were Vito, Ray and
Sue.

Thanks to the sponsors Alex
Scott.

On Saturday, January 31, Le-
ongatha Lawn Bowls Club joined
in along with other clubs across
the state in taking part in the
mental health awareness round.

Bowlers were encouraged to
wear a splash of extra green
along with their uniform.

It didn’t matter what it was as
long as it was something green.

Rink fees on the day were do-
nated to Bowl For Your Lives.

What a fantastic idea - thank
you to the organisers.

More of these awareness days
should be held.

Let's hope everyone joined in
for this great cause.

Saturday Pennant.

Division 1:

Only two points separat-
ed the sides with Phillip Is-
land just nosing ahead 63 to
Leongatha 61.
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This week’s South West Gippsland Midweek Bowls
Group winners were Lindsay Stevenson (2), Marianne
Scales (L) Peter McWilliams (3) and Louis Magri (S).
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Foster Bowls Club’s Jack Attack winners the
Inbetweeners Tony, Alan and Martin.

Division 2:

Away at Meeniyan, Leongatha
unfortunately lost 52 to 67.

Division 5:

Away at Tarwin, Leongatha
brought home the win 80 to 51.

This puts Leongatha on top of
the ladder - great effort.

Well done, everyone, it looks
like you will be in the finals.

One game to go - keep it going.

MIDWEEK BOWLS

FIFTY-THREE bowlers turned
up to Lang Lang on Thursday,
January 29, for the weekly meet-
ing of the South West Gippsland
Midweek Bowls Group.

They were welcomed to the
club by president John Nichol-
son while Bev and Vern Elliott
organised the teams for the day.

Once the bowlers were told
their teams and went to the
green, the weekly challenge be-
gan on a warm and humid sum-
mer’s day.

As usual a few wrong bias
bowls resulted in a donation to
the Royal Children’s Hospital tin.

An unusual occurrence saw
five two-game winners for the
day.

The winners on a score of 35
were Lindsay Stevenson (2),
Marianne Scales (L) Peter Mc-
Williams (3) and Louis Magri (S).

Runners-up on a countback
also on a score of 35 were Steve
Muhi (3), Steve Edge (S), Derek
Fenn (2) and Sue Buchan (L).

Best one-game winners on
a countback with a score of
18 were Bev Elliott (3), Aggie
Grattan (2), Tony Morris (L)
and Rob Paganoni (S).

A big thank you to Lang Lang
president Neville Kitchen for
setting up the green.

Also, thanks to Marianne
and Colin Scales for manning
the bar and to Laurie Bell for
looking after the kitchen and
cleaning up afterwards.

Next week on Thursday,
February 5, the group will be
meeting at Loch and District
Bowls Club to once again enjoy
a great day of social bowls.

Please be on site by 10am to
allow time to prepare the teams.

With 53 bowlers attending this
week and a capacity of only 56,
the club will have to be strict on
a 10am cut-off time.

The club looks forward to your
attendance again next week.
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Wonthaggi Bowls Club’s Thursday social bowls winners
Steve Bruyan, Rob Powell and Rod Beech.
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Wonthaggi Senior Indoor Bowls’ Tuesday winners were Fred
Demenech, Judy Sweetnam and Jean Wyld.
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Helen Rook,-.Glenda Bin.ch, -Pam ilussell and Robe MLare

were the Friday winners at Wonthaggi Senior Indoor Bowls.

WONTHAGGI

ANOTHER week has come
and gone, along with the month
of January.

Tuesday Pennant was called
off due to the heat, as was
Barefoot Bowls.

Social bowls on Thursday
morning at 9.30am saw a good
number of bowlers enjoy fine,
mild conditions.

The 1pm social bowls session
also attracted a very strong turn-
out, with 37 bowlers taking to
the greens on a fine afternoon.

To square up the numbers,
teams of three and four were
organised.

Two teams managed to win
both games.

The winners were Steve Bruy-
an, Ken Webb and Rod Beech
with two wins and 34 points.

Runners-up were Joy Phil-
lips, Rob Powell and Wendy
Donohue with two wins and 31
points.

Friday night was a success,
with a very good number of
members and friends present
to enjoy the evening,

The members’ draw did not
go off, so next week’s jackpot
will be worth $60.

Nita was the happy meat tray
winner, with Charlie taking
home the chicken tray.

Verona and Iris each won a
breakfast pack, while other
winners on the night included
Iris, Dennis and Fred.

Saturday Pennant action saw
Division 1 host Tarwin at Won-
thaggi on a fine, mild day.

With both teams sitting in the
top four, it was always going to
be a close contest, with Wont-
haggi recording a narrow win,
59 to 52.

Division 2 travelled to Phil-
lip Island looking to bounce
back after a loss last week, but
things did not go according to
plan as Phillip Island proved
too strong, winning 82 to 55.

Division 4 (3) played host to
Fish Creek at Wonthaggi in an-
other clash between top four
teams, with Fish Creek win-
ning 67 to 48.

Division 4 (4) ventured down
the road to Tarwin, needing
a win to maintain their place
in the top four, and all rinks
played well to record a solid
victory, 72 to 52.

Division 6 travelled to Lang
Lang and once again both
rinks played well to maintain
top spot on the ladder, record-
ing a close win, 39 to 34.

Bowls this week:

Tuesday: Pennant.

Tuesday night: Barefoot
Bowls 6pm, doors open 4pm.

Wednesday: Turkey Triples.

Thursday: Social bowls at
9.30am and 1pm.

Friday: Coaching at 10am.

Saturday: Pennant.

Sunday: Jimmy Smith Invita-
tional Triples.

Don't forget the Friday mem-
bers’ draw, with the jackpot
now at $60, plus meat trays
and other prizes.

Have a good week and good
bowling.

WONTHAGGI
INDOOR

IT was another fun week of
bowling with lovely afternoon
tea provided on both days.

The winners on Tuesday
with two games +5 were Fred
Demenech, Judy Sweetnam
and Jean Wyld.

Runners-up with one game
+7 were John Ferguson, Pam
Russell and Pat Smith.

On Friday, the winning team
consisted of Helen Rook, Glen-
da Binch, Pam Russell and
Robert McLaren scoring +14
(two games).

Runners-up with +7 (two
games) were Jim Wilson, Jean-
nie Slocombe, Maggie Scapin
and John Postlethwaite.
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The winners and runners-u
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Wonthaggi Golf Club’s

Open Mixed Day were, back from left, Kevin Bayley, Marg Ryan,
Kaylene Hodgetts, Steve Kane, front from left, Lisa and Walter
Brusamarello, and Donna and Mat Brosnan.

KORUMBURRA

RESULTS: Tuesday, January 27.

Stableford: 25 players.

A Grade winner: Roy Fleming (7)
37 C/B.

B Grade winner: Mark Marotti
(30) 47 points.

NTPs: first Don Olden, seventh
Peter McMaster, 10th David Gow
and 13th Greg Wilson.

Thursday, January 29:

Stableford: 28 players.

A Grade winner: Guv Fields (5)
39 points.

B Grade winner: Ian Morris (19)
43 points.

NTPs: first Steve Dulffield, 10th
Steve Rose and 13th Guv Fields.

Saturday, January 31:

Sponsor:  Sportspower
gatha.

Stableford: 70 players.

A Grade winner: Iain Riddell (15)
45 points.

Runner-up: Zac Scholte (15) 43
points.

B Grade winner: David Gow (24)
40 points.

Runner-up: Blake Walker (23) 39
C/B.

NTPs: first Malcolm Garnham,
seventh Billy Wrigley, 10th Noel
Ladgrove and 13th Frank Newton.

Leon-

LEONGATHA

THURSDAY, January 29:

Competition: Stableford.

Total entrants: 83.

Overall winner: Jeremy de Silva
(7) 38 points c/b.

A Grade winners: Jeremy de
Silva (7) 38 points; Nicholas Byrne
(11) 37 points.

B Grade winners: Malcolm Legge
(15) 36 points; Colin Bear (16) 34
points c/b.

C Grade winners: Geoffrey Mc-
Donald (18) 36 points c/b; John
Moor (19) 36 points.

D Grade winners: Hugh Good-
man (26) 38 points; Neil Macken-
zie (25) 34 points.

Nearest the pin: fifth Paul Deery
9cm second shot; 14th Phillip Ed-
wards 22cm; 16th Mark O’'Dwyer
442cm.

Saturday, January 31:

Competition: Stableford.

Total entrants: 106.

Overall winner: Anna de Bondt
(29) 43 points.

A Grade winners: Andrew Hen-
ley (13) 41 points; Jamie Grenville
(10) 39 points.

B Grade winners: Renato Mona-
cella (14) 40 points (Noosa Springs
Golf Club); Gordon Morrison (14)
36 points.

C Grade winners: David Barrack
(20) 40 points; David Richards
(18) 37 points c/b.

D Grade winners: Anna de Bondt
(29) 43 points; Margaret Griffiths
(34) 42 points.

Nearest the pin: fifth Riley Ander-
son 36cm second shot; 14th Jamie
Grenville 183cm; 16th Paul Deery
258cm.

Ladies

THE Opening Day Ambrose
was very well supported, with 52
relieved women thankful for the

milder conditions.

A colourful afternoon tea was pro-
vided by the Birdie Bunch, a new
name for the women’'s committee,
in addition to a celebratory cake for
the women'’s captain’s birthday.

The overall winners, with a score
of 60.125 were Lianne Adamson,
Joc Howson, Glenys Day and Man-
dy Moyle.

The runner-up prize went to
Maryanne Gartner, Wendy Jepson,
Jan Brownlie and Nan Meagher
just half a point behind.

Down the line balls went to two
teams Glenyce McRobert, Jo Mc-
Naughton, Alison Strong and
Karen Murchie, and Marie Sands,
Helen Mackenzie, Else Gedye and
Bronwyn Debenham.

Maryanne Gartner was closest to
the pin on the 16th.

MIRBOO NORTH

TUESDAY, January 27: Stabl-
eford.

A Grade winner: G. Renwick (10)
41 c/b.

B Grade winner: C. Gunn (18) 41
c/b.

DTL: B. Skinner 41, and R. Felm-
ingham, P Cummaudo and D. Tay-
lor 36.

Eagle: C. Porto 17th.

Birdie: fourth B. Skinner, G.
Renwick, J. Woodall and P Wood-
all, sixth N. Rutledge, and 16th G.
Shandley and R. Felmingham.

NTP: fourth G. Renwick, sixth N.
Rutledge, 13th N. Lugton and 16th
R. Felmingham.

Saturday, January 31: Par.

A Grade winner: P Draper (8) +4
c/b.

B Grade winner: P Hughes (17)
+3 c/b.

C Grade winner: S. Jordan (27)
+5 c/b.

DTL: D. Jerram +5, J. Bennett,
S. McKenzie, D. Woodall +4 and T.
Traill +3 c¢/b.

Eagle: T. Bradshaw first.

Birdie: fourth S. Woodall and
G. Renwick, sixth S. McKenzie, D.
Woodall, N. Baker and S. Mills,
13th J. McFarlane, and 16th J.
Smeriglio and W. Gervasi.

NTP: fourth E. Woodall, sixth N.
Baker, 13th T. Bradshaw and 16th
J. Smeriglio.

WONTHAGGI
RESULTS: Saturday, January
31.

Competition: Par.

Overall winner: Martin Jays +6.

A Grade: Darcy O’'Halloran +4.

Runner-up: Scott Williams +2.

B Grade: Brandon Lloyd +5.

Runner-up: Mark Nicholson +4.

C Grade: Martin Jays +6.

Runner-up: Glenn Rielly +6.

D Grade: Peter Magnussen +6.

Runner-up: Red Rodgers +1.

Place getters: Ben Clark +5, Paul
Jackson +5, Gary Youlton +5,
Kevin Loughran +5, Zakk Allen-
Ryan +3, Max Aherne +3, Miles
Foster +3, Kevin Bayley +3, Da-
vid Riccardo +2, Frank Loughran
+2, Warren Dummett +2, Shaun
Stirton +1, Ross Yann +1, Norm
Burne +1, Phillip Studham +1
and Rod Walker +1.

NTP: Stephen Kane second, Max
Aherne fourth, Peter Hanley pro
pin eighth, Steve Brann 13th and
Scott Williams money hole 17th.

Ladies

WEDNESDAY was the return
of the normal Wednesday ladies’
format with nearly a full house of
players.

The 32 players enjoyed thankful-
ly a cooler day which ensured lots
of good vibes.

The game was individual Stable-
ford with a twist with mystery part-
ners drawn at presentations.

Grade winners were A Grade
Catherine Bolding (18) 38 points,
B Grade Donna Brosnan (29) 37
points on c¢/b Irene Walsh, and C
Grade and overall winner Kathy
Dunscombe (44) 39 points.

Place getters to 37 points.

NTP claimed second Irene Walsh,
fourth Andrea Grenville and eighth
Kaylene Hodgetts.

The prizes for the mystery part-
ners were fabulous hats and vouch-
ers from Illa May Clothing Wont-
haggi, which delighted the pairs of
Merryn Dear and Pam Hanley 75
points, and runner-up pair Kathy
Dunscombe and Robyn Wilkinson
74 points.

WONTHAGGI OPEN
MIXED DAY

SUNDAY was the traditional
Opening Mixed Day sponsored
generously by Handley and Ander-
son Funerals, who have done this
for many years.

There was a great field of 22 pairs
made up of mothers and sons, hus-
bands and wives, partners and just
good friends.

Thank you to all for the fabulous
roll up.

The game was Canadian Four-
somes with NTP on all par threes
with a twist.

Thank you to SKA Civil for their
generous sponsorship on 17th for
the best shot on the day winning a
great money prize.

Winning pairs were A Grade
winners Mat (8) and Donna (28)
Brosnan with 79 (13.5) 65.5 net,
A runners-up Steve Kane (8) and
Kaylene Hodgetts (21) 79 (10.875)
68.125 net, B Grade winners Lisa
(23) and Walter (24) Brusamarel-
lo 83 (17.625) 70.375 net and B
runners-up Kevin Bayley (17) and
Marg Ryan (27) 88 (16.5) 71.5 net.

Place getters were C. Bolding
and I. Baker 68.875, M. Scott and
C. Sartori 69, M. and M. Johnson
71.125,1. and J. Walsh 72.125, and
S. O'Halloran and P, Britt 72.375.

NTP on second was I. Walsh and
S. Kane, fourth D. Brosnan and S.
Kane, eighth M. Ryan and J. Jor-
dan, 13th Marg Johnson and Peter
Hanley, and 17th C. Bolding,

Money prize winner was Mat
Johnson.

WOORAYL
Ladies

WEDNESDAY was the official
open day for ladies’ golf at Woorayl
Golf Club.

Twenty players gathered to play
an Ambrose event, sponsored by
Mitre 10.

The club welcomed three new
players, Min Dwyer, Sarah Bourke
and Rebecca Wright.

Winners for the day were Jean
Hayes, Sarah Bourke, Kath Davis
and Jenny Riseley 78 - 61 net.

Runners-up were Heather Sul-
livan, Min Dwyer and Bev Bridge
79 - 62.5.

BDLs went to Nicki Renden,
Sherrill Winkler, Janet Thompson,
Ann Poole 79 - 62 3/4.

NTP on eighth was Jean Hayes
and 17th Pauline Lancaster.
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King Cowboy Santo Joma hungry for a fight

By Bruce Wardley

BASS COAST'S own King
Cowboy Santo Joma is looking
for a professional kick boxing
match-up after his scheduled
K1 bout in Melbourne was sud-
denly cancelled.

“It's left me without a fight to
put on a show,” said Santo.

With the Melbourne Pavilion
match-up called off Santo’s
coaching team is now looking
for another opponent to take
on the tenacious King Cowboy.

The 30-year-old father of four
is fighting fit.

“Never felt better,” said Santo.

“He kicks like a mule,” ac-
cording to kicking coach James
Heenan from Heenan Taekwon-
do.

Tough and durable with the
heart of a lion you can count
on an action packed fight every
time King Cowboy steps into
the ring say fight commenta-
tors.

“A  popular inclusion on
premium kickboxing shows
around the country.”

Denied the opportunity to
fight in February Santo is now
looking for another fixture.

“I hope to reschedule a fight
sometime in the near future,”
said Santo.

With five professional bouts
under his belt for three wins and
two losses against highly rated
fighters, Wonthaggi’s K1 King is
anxious to get back in the ring.

“I'll find out in the next few
weeks.”

One of Santo’s biggest fights

he uses slick footwork and
different ways of fighting cov-
ering the four disciplines of
Boxing, Grappling, Muay Thai
and Kickboxing.

“The way I take on life is the
key,” said Santo.

“I'm not going to sit around
and wait for an opportunity.

“I'm going to make the op-
portunity happen by putting
myself in the best position.”

MMA coach Brad Meldrum
said Santo had a huge heart
and loved a chat.

“He lights up the room.”

In the ring King Cowboy puts
incredible pressure on his op-
ponent.

According to Brad he’s an in-
side fighter with lots of body
shots.

“Santo doesn’t do things that
are easy.

“He’s been jumping in the
ring with K1 titleholders and
holding his own,” said Brad.
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Santo Joma looking for another fight after his opponent withdrew from a scheduled bout in
February at the Melbourne Pavilion. BO1 0426

was a five-round war against
Kiwi Byron Pointon for the
SCC South Pacific Light Heavy-
weight Title at the Iron Lion
Promotions Spartans Cup
Championship last year at the
Pullman Hotel and Resort at
Albert Park.

“I'm proud of what I have
achieved,” said Santo.

“Being able to challenge my-
self and to show young people

AS REAL ASIT GETS

PUBLIC
RACE DAY

SUNDAY 15 FEBRUARY 2026

BOOK ONLINE NOW

stonycreek.com.au
racing@stonycreek.com.au

(03) 5664 0099
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in Wonthaggi that they can do
anything that they put their
mind to.

“They feel they have to go to
Melbourne but there are op-
portunities here.

“They can make their own
opportunities,” said Santo.

“My whole point is to make
a footprint and start a path so
they can make a path of their

Gippsland.”

A boxer for seven years Santo
started his fight career at Bass
Coast Boxing.

Founder of Coal Kings MMA
Santo trains at the Wonthaggi
Boxing Club. Santo has re-
tained his amateur status in
MMA but fights professionally
in K1 and Muay Thai.

Admitting his style can be

Kicking coach James said
Santo doesn’t need help with
his punching.

“He’s a natural.

“For K1 his kick game needs
to be enhanced.”

“There’s always room for im-
provement,” said James.

“He might wear a cowboy hat,
he might be a showman but
don’t be fooled, he’s a humble,
fast learning, resilient techni-
cian.”

Santo said he was grateful
for the team around him.

“We're showing the world;
we're making our own foot-

own. There’s a lot of talent in unpredictable Santo

said print.”
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Kilcunda trail runners shrug off conditions

PUTTING it kindly, Sunday morning’s
weather was invigorating but the nippy
wind and largely overcast conditions
couldn’t wipe smiles off faces as competi-
tors in the Kilcunda Trail Running Festival
crossed the finish line.

While many are striving to achieve their
best, there’s an atmosphere of camara-
derie, participants quick to congratulate
others and share the joy of their achieve-
ments.

The old saying about red cars going fast-
er appears to apply equally to red beards,
with the first two men across the line in the
17km race both sporting a healthy crop
of red whiskers, the pair wasting no time
posing for a photo together.

Kyle Stanfield won that competition in
1:21:04 from Richard Vaughan in 1:21:26,
with Jake Reid almost three minutes fur-
ther back in 1:24:25.

Women’s winner over 17km, Olivia Ghi-
soni wasn't far behind the male places,
finishing in 1:24:59, well ahead of Elena
Claydon (1:37:26) and Monique Levin
(1:41:41).

Jack Steele, not the now Melbourne foot-
baller, was the fastest man over 21km with
a time of 1:30:25, ahead of Sav Mavrofri-
dis (1:31:00) who had Pearce Brezmen hot
on his heels in 1:31:02.

Kate Avery was quickest of the women

By Andrew Paloczi

over the half-marathon distance, recording
1:33:50, well in front of Lauren Cockerell
(1:39:35) and Courtney Ellis (1:45:50).

Dan Lawlor claimed the men’s honours
in the 10km event, finishing in 41:56,
Marcos Solly next in 44:30, then Mitch
Whitham (46:20).

Katherine Hobson’'s winning women’s
time over that distance was 50:53, with
Tilly Sandbach (54:33) and Georgia Ma-
son (57:46) rounding out the places.

Bill Barry earned bragging rights in the
men’s 5km run, crossing the finish line
in 20:00 ahead of Zane Solly (21:02) and
Tony Petersen (22:34).

Kristie Mellon took out the women’s 5km
race in 25:50, Carly Heys next in 29:00
and Katie Swann third with 29:31.

While soft sand in spots posed a chal-
lenge for runners, it was surely worth it for
Kilcunda’s spectacular scenery.

The day’s action was run by SingleTrack
events, with great support for runners who
had food and refreshments at the ready af-
ter crossing the finishing line, whether that
be fresh fruit or a Wonthaggi Lions Club
snag in bread.

A massage and medical attention were
available, as was a coffee van for those in
need of a caffeine hit.
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All eyes on Alex Scott and Staff Woolamai Cup

THE Woolamai Racing
Club is preparing for a huge
crowd when the Alex Scott
and Staff Woolamai Cup re-
turns on Saturday, Febru-
ary 7.

Organisers have prom-
ised an affordable, family-
friendly outing filled with
live music, fundraising for
bushfire-affected communi-
ties, and of course, racing.

“Itll be our usual Cup Day
atmosphere. Super family-
friendly and there’ll be a lot
of people. It's a great day out
for family and friends,” club
secretary Abby Boyle said.

As racegoers are able to
bring their own food and
drink, Boyle says the day
remains a great option for
families looking for an af-
fordable afternoon out.

“Youre welcome to BYO
food and drink, so it's an
affordable day out, with live
music and face painting,”
she said.

There are six races sched-
uled across the day, includ-
ing the prized Alex Scott
and Staff Woolamai Cup.

Boyle says the support
the club receives from their
main sponsor can’'t be over-
stated, as Alex Scott marks
140 years in business this
year.

“It means a lot to us as a
club. They are our major
supporters, not just for Cup
Day but throughout every
racing season. They're very
invested in the races,” she
said.

. W

WONTHAGCGI
WORKERS CLUB

Boyle emphasised that
their backing stretched
across all facets of the club,
not just the financial aspects.

“It's not just the monetary
side of it, but just the overall
support that Woolamai gets
from Alex Scott,” she said.

“Especially the one-per-
centers they do. They put
up signs for us and do
things like that. It's just
great support for a volun-
teer club. They've put a lot
behind us.”

Fundraising will also fea-
ture heavily on the day, with
Woolamai directing dona-
tions towards communities
impacted by bushfires.

Boyle says the club has al-
ready made multiple dona-
tions to the Need for Feed
initiative, sending medical
supplies for horses and
cattle, and the push for this
worthy cause will continue
on race day.

“There will be multiple
raffles, Country Racing Vic-
toria will be rattling tins,
and the local CFA is also go-
ing on course,” she said.

Fashions on the field will
return bigger than ever, with
five categories this year: la-
dies, gentlemen, couples,
children, and a brand-new
novelty section.

“Fashions on the field
at Woolamai is huge every
year. We've included a new
novelty category because we
always get people dressing
up in really fun stuff,” Boyle
said.

ALEX SCOTT & STAFF
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The horses and jockeys race to the line at the popular Woolamal Picnic Racecourse earlier this year but
there will be even more at stake at the Alex Scott Woolamai Cup meeting this Saturday, February 7.

Jockey Shaun Cooper salutes the crowd at
Woolamai after defying the odds on nine-year-old
mare Diamanda to carry a record top weight of
74kg at the popular track earlier in the year. He is
led back to scale by Andy Taylor who has been an
integral part of Woolamai Races for decades.
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Some trainers and owners have been trying to win
in the annual Alex Scott Woolamai Cup for years.
Who'll claim that elusive prize this year.

Country Racing at Woolamai - join us
to celebrate our Cup Day our way.
It's yours too, the moment you

arrive. There's live entertainment,
fashions on the field and up-close
racing action.

General Admission

820"

O Gates open at 1llam

+ Live entertainment
o + Fashion
+ Up-close racing action

Kids under 17 FREE
'I

L

, o -
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Raffles and Fundraising
throughout the day to
support the recovery
of the Longwood Fires

Fashions on the Field by .-.-.
il

CFA

RLEX 5COTT |
B0 STAFF
Est.1886

B7Ac AS REAL AS IT GETS
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Junior cricket round-up

Koonwarra L/RSL

THE under-17s team rolled out to the
Leongatha Recreation Reserve on Satur-
day morning to face off against Inverloch
on the turf.

Koonwarra/LRSL started by winning
the toss and sending Inverloch in for a
bat.

Inverloch’s opening batters started
well, as the pair put on 60 before losing
their first wicket.

Cooper Newman (26) batted brightly
before being caught.

His opening partner Jay Mottram Cart-
er went on to retire without losing his
wicket for 29 runs.

The rest of the team struggled on the
deck, as Frazer Livingstone proceeded
to take 4/24 off his eight overs including
two maidens to help the team bowl them
out for 111.

Both Max Carter (2/4 off four overs)
and Tyson Lund (2/6 off 2.5 overs)
picked up a couple of wickets.

The team will come back the next week
chasing 112.

The under-15s rocked up to the Foster
Golf Course on Saturday morning, fac-
ing off against Foster in a two-day match.

Captain Reggie Read lost the toss, and
the Cougars were sent in for a bat.

Despite losing opener Joshua Allen (0)
early, the boys had a great day with the
bat.

Josh’s opening partner Callum Smith
went on to retire 36 runs not out off his
40 balls, but not before a terrific part-
nership with Reggie Read (52*) who
made his half century to retire off 38
balls.

Ryder Pedlow then came in alongside
Dihen Yuthmika (22*) who pushed the
scoring further.

Ryder smashed 46 runs not out off 25
balls before the 20 overs were finished.

Unfortunately, Ryder is wunavailable
second week so he will miss out on the
chance of making his half century.

Koonwarra/LRSL finished the day
1/174, the rest of the team keen for a bat
next week.

On the bowling side of the day, Shem
Hickey (1/0 off two overs with two maid-
ens) opened up alongside young Wade
Arnup who got the call up to under-15s
at the age of 10.

Wade bowled stunningly, taking 1/2 off
three overs with two maidens.

Arky Cameron also in for his first game
of the year, taking 1/5 off his two overs.

Multiple bowlers took a wicket in their
spells, Nicolas Botha (1/1 off two overs),
Dihen Yuthmika (1/3 off two overs),
Reggie Read (1/3 off two overs with one
maiden), and Joshua Allen (1/1 off one
over).

However, it was Hayden Bruce who
would finish with the best figures tak-
ing 2/0 off 0.5 overs to help the Cougars
bowl them out 11/33 in 18.4 overs.

The under-15s will come back next
week to continue the match, with Foster
having a second innings.

NIGHT NETBALL

TUESDAY NIGHTS
STARTS FEBRURAY 17

(ends June 23) played at
BASS COAST COMMUNITY COURTS
* Girls over 14 years
* Must have VNA registration
Individuals OR Teams MOST WELCOME

FUN & FITNESS
Any enquires or text your team to
0419 399 415
Entry forms at Cargills or
www.wdnawonthaggi.org

HM13299

AROUND THE GROUNDS...

MDU

MDU was chasing 217
against Kilcunda-Bass in A2 on
Saturday.

Unfortunately the team fell
just short with a total of 10/172.

Paul Le Page made 47 off 75,
Sembakuttige Chathura Lak-
shan made 36 off 40 and Jai
Bright made 26 off 22.

For Kilcunda-Bass, Cameron
Davidson was the pick of the
bowlers taking five wickets.

Jayden Tregear claimed
three wickets and singles were
taken by Todd Smith and Ben
Rookes.

MDU is set to play Korum-
burra at the Korumburra Rec-
reation Reserve in round 12.

This could be a gettable game
for MDU with MDU and Ko-
rumburra sitting sixth and fifth
on the ladder respectively.

KILCUNDA-BASS

KILCUNDA-BASS secured an
important victory on Saturday,
defending 217 to defeat Meeni-
yan Dumbalk United by 45
runs in A2.

Batting first Kilcunda-Bass
built a competitive total of 217
thanks to a composed innings
from Cameron Davidson who
anchored the day with a mara-
thon 66 off 167 balls.

Early momentum came from
Aaron Conron’s brisk 44 (sev-
en fours) while handy contribu-
tions from Greg Miller (23 off
19) and Jackson Baker (22)
lifted the scoring rate through
the middle overs.

In reply MDU started posi-
tively but struggled to capitalise
as wickets fell steadily.

Davidson backed up his bat-
ting heroics with the ball pro-
ducing a match-winning spell
of 5/49 from 13 overs.

He removed key batsmen
through the middle of the in-
nings breaking the chase open.

Support came from Jayden
Tregear who claimed 3/14,
striking twice late to shut down
any remaining hopes.

Ben Rookes also bowled
tightly taking 1/36 from 12
overs.

Despite resistance from Paul
Le Page (47) and Chathura
Lakshan (36) MDU were even-
tually bowled out for 172 in
44.3 overs.

The win keeps Kilcunda-Bass
well positioned heading into
the business end of the season
with Davidson’s all-round per-
formance the standout of the
match.

FOSTER

NYORA secured a first in-
nings win against Foster at the
Nyora Recreation Reserve on
Saturday.

Foster made 144 before it
was bowled out by the home
side. Jack Gay was the pick
of the batsmen with 31 runs,
closely followed by Andrew Pat-
tie with 30 runs.

Khy Davy, Luke Rooker and
Nick Samat contributed 19, 15
and 14 runs respectively.

With the ball, Nyora bowler
Mitch Rowe had the most suc-
cess taking three wickets.

Nyora opted to send Foster
into bat again for its second in-
nings.

With 19 overs left in it, Mitch-
ell Jones and Gay remained at
the crease making 13* and 31*
respectively.

Foster made 0/56 in its sec-
ond innings.
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Mohamed Ashik Mohamed Nizar of Wonthaggi Club is set to deliver, proving difficult for
Kilcunda Bass to score from. A53 0526

GLEN ALVIE

GLEN Alvie’s A2 side record-
ed a win against Koonwarra/
LRSL on Saturday.

Playing at the Leongatha
Recreation Reserve, Glen Al-
vie was tasked with defending
198.

Shared bowling efforts be-
tween vice-captain Matthew
Dakin, Archie Luke and Wayne
Luke secured victory for the
Alvie.

Each took three wickets, re-
stricting traction on the score-
board for Koonwarra/LRSL.

The single wicket was taken
by captain Ben McRae which
turned out to be an important
one.

James Rushton was the one
seemingly unstoppable force
for Koonwarra/LRSL  who
made 73 runs before he was
dismissed by McRae.

Next round Glen Alvie has a
challenge ahead as it takes on
top of the table Nyora at the
Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve.

LEONGATHA TOWN

THE B Grade Scorpions
showed plenty of grit across the
two-day contest, digging deep
in the second innings to avoid
an outright result.

Leongatha Town posted 101
in the first dig with Ash Hickey
(21), S. Clark (14) and C. Bruce
(13) fighting hard for runs.

Clark then led the charge with
the ball claiming an excellent
3/38, while Hickey (1/41) and
Livingstone (1/46) worked tire-
lessly against a strong Nerrena
line-up that piled on 5/242.

Facing a big deficit the Scor-
pions responded with real de-
termination.

Luke Bowman top-scored
with 29, Dave Goss finished un-
beaten on 25* and Hickey add-
ed 15 as Town battled through
to 7/102, showing character
and resilience to close out the
match.

A tough game but plenty of
heart from the group.

Leongatha Town Scorpions
Cricket Club is marking its 80-
year anniversary this weekend.

The club is celebrating nu-
merous premiership reunions
and welcoming back players
from throughout the decades.

Town was founded in 1944-
45, later merging with High
School to become Leongatha
Town and adopting the Scor-
pion in the mid-90s.

These days the club boasts
world-class facilities, a thriving

development program for ju-
niors, three seniors sides and a
successful women’s team.

Its famous for Thursday
night schnitzels and being a
welcoming and inclusive family
environment for cricketers of
all levels and their supporters.

This weekend the A Grade
and C Grade Seniors play at
Scorpion Park on Saturday fol-
lowed by the big reunion cele-
bration in the evening, backing
up with a women’s home semi-
final against Phillip Island and
Sunday barbecue on the pavil-
ion.

Whether you've played one
game at Town or one thousand
the club would love to see you
this weekend to share your sto-
ries from years gone by and get
behind the current Scorps.

OMK

OMK’s Bl side had a dif-
ficult day out on Saturday
against Wonthaggi Club.

With Club making an eye-
watering score of 314 it was
going to be a tough ask to
chase down.

The bowling prowess of
Club’s Mark McCall and Sean
Roche offered few opportuni-
ties for the Diggers to hit the
scoreboard.

Peter Dell stepped up to the
crease to give OMK a bit of
hope making 106*.

Robert Quaife and Toby
Nicholas were the only other
batsmen to record double
digits with 15 and 10 runs re-
spectively.

This game has been one of
OMK’s only stumbling blocks,
citing lack of patience and
a strong opposition as the
cause.

Despite the rough result
this round OMK has enjoyed
a successful 2025/26 season
and will be back firing again
after using its bye round to
regroup.

In the meantime the club is
set to enjoy its Pink Stumps
Day on Saturday, February 7.

THE IMPERIALS

THE Imperials’ B2 side was
beaten by an in-form MDU
team on Saturday.

MDU was chasing the Imps’
score of 199 at the Dumbalk
Recreation Reserve.

Despite = some  excellent
bowling efforts from the Impe-
rials, MDU kept its game alive
with a number of solid batting
partnerships throughout the

innings.

Captain Dale Thomas was
the obvious standout with
73*.

“Dale batted extremely well
and there were around four
other batsmen who batted
well with him,” Imps presi-
dent Kristian Gray said.

For the Imperials, Klayton
McGrath took the bowling
honours with three wickets
but it was an exceptional team
performance.

The Imperials will play
against Kilcunda-Bass on the
Leongatha turf in the next
round.

“We've made some good
scores against most of the
teams in the competition this
season, so hopefully we are
able to put up a good side next
week and do well,” Gray said.

KORUMBURRA

KORUMBURRA was defeat-
ed by Phillip Island in B1 at
the Korumburra Recreation
Reserve.

Phillip Island successfully
chased down Korumburra’s
score of 151.

For Korumburra, Phil Rich-
ards and Jayden Douglas
played well across the game.

A highlight was the two wick-
ets taken by Hudson Jefferis.

In C Grade Phillip Island
defeated Korumburra in a
tight game at the Rhyll Cricket
Ground.

Korumburra won the toss
and chose to bat.

Captain Patrick Beadel gave
a solid performance in his
50th club game.

He made 41 runs and later
went on to take two wickets in
a good all-round game.

Tom Jenkin made 23 runs
and Charlie Carew added 18*.

During Phillip Island’s in-
nings Peter Edwards also
took two wickets.

Club president Glen Barrett
said Korumburra is happy
with its season with just a few
rounds to go.

“It's going well. This season
we were focused on develop-
ing our younger players and
giving them opportunities to
play senior cricket. It's been
great to see them emerge and
produce positive outcomes,”
he said.

Korumburra has a big week-
end on the calendar to look
forward to with its Past Play-
ers Day on Saturday, Febru-
ary 14 and Golf Day on Sun-
day, February 15.
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Madelene shares cricket joy

SINCE discovering cricket
for the first time last year,
Madelene Ylen has been an
asset on Glen Alvie Cricket
Club’s women’s team.

Originally from Sweden,
Madelene came to Australia
on a working holiday visa in
2013 and is now a citizen.

Starting out in Sydney, Mad-
elene fell in love with Mel-
bourne and was eventually
transferred to Victoria.

Since then, she met her
partner Jackson, moved to
Dalyston in May last year and
has been raising infant twins.

Despite her busy lifestyle,
she found time to discover a
passion for cricket.

“My partner Jackson plays
for the Dalyston Football Net-
ball Club and he overheard
Gaby (Hynes, coach of Glen
Alvie's women’'s team) talk-
ing about cricket at the footy
ground,” Madelene said.

“I barely knew the sport, but
Gaby was really friendly and
assured me the club would
help me take care of the twins.
I thought, why not? Let's give
ita go.”

Madelene’s previous sport-
ing experience included soc-
cer and floorball.

At first, she found the rules
of cricket very technical and
had to adjust to the motions
but has enjoyed every moment
of picking up a new sport.

“One of the big reasons
I really enjoy it is because
we have such a good team.
There’s never been an issue
with me bringing Hunter and
Millie, and everyone is always

-
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Madelene Ylen discovered a passion for cricket after
joining Glen Alvie’'s women’s cricket team this season.
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really excited to see them,”
Madelene said.

“I've also enjoyed getting bet-
ter each week. Hitting my first
four during the doublehead-
er was a milestone. I'd been
smashing ones and twos, but
it's really exciting when you
get that boundary.”

One of the obstacles Mad-
elene has had to overcome is
nerves.

“I can get a bit in my head
when I miss a ball. The best
thing to do is take every ball
for what it is. It doesn’t matter

what you did last ball, there’s
a new one coming. I was get-
ting a bit down on myself and
I had to overcome that,” she
said.

Madelene had become in-
strumental in the success of
Glen Alvie’s women’s team in
the 2025/26 season.

She credits her development
to extra training opportunities
with Jackson.

“I had no expectations, but I
am a fighter and I'm very com-
petitive,” she said.

“I trained with Jackson

to improve, because I really
wanted to make an impact
and be a strong team player.
He gave me some great point-
ers. I feel like I had a good
coach in Gaby and a second
coach in Jackson.”

Madelene said it was excit-
ing to see the growth of wom-
en’s sport in Australia since
her arrival in 2013.

“When I first moved to
Australia, I was interested
in learning Australian Rules
Football. I reached out to a
few teams, but there wasn’t
much around. It has grown so
much over the last 13 years,”
she said.

“I've seen more young kids
being excited because they
can see their role models.
With cricket, we have a good
area in the country where
everyone gets involved, but
there’s still lots of growing
to be done. It still feels like
women get the second choice
in terms of grounds and
availability, but it is amazing
to see how in the last 13 years
sport for women has grown.”

Off the ground, Madelene
has been keeping up with the
cricket on TV, becoming a
Melbourne Stars fan.

Glen Alvie’s women’s crick-
et team finished fourth on
the ladder following the com-
pletion of the home and away
season on Sunday, earning a
place in the finals.

Madelene is looking for-
ward to competing in the
finals and seeing the team
perform its best in future
games.

AROUND THE GROUNDS...

INVERLOCH

WITH a comfortable total
over The Imperials, Inverloch
declared with a score of 8/160
having won the match.

Playing at Leongatha’s East
Campus, Riley Harris and Rhys
Newman opened well for the
Stingrays with 21 and 26 runs
respectively.

Third and fourth in the order,
Ron Abeysinghe (35) and cap-
tain Kit Rotthier (42) were the
ones to solidify the win as an on-
slaught by Imps bowler Lachie
Wright took out the tailenders.

This was an important win for
Inverloch as it secured its place
in the finals.

“We have some challenging
games ahead, coming up against
the two top sides to end our sea-
son. We have the bye in the last
round, which isn't ideal,” Inver-
loch’s Dylan Clark said.

“Securing our place in the fi-
nals is great for the juniors who
have come up to play in A1. We
are really stoked for them.”

KOONWARRA L/RSL

A GRADE finished off its two-
day match against Glen Alvie on
Saturday.

Glen Alvie posted a score of
198 last week on the Leongatha
Recreation Reserve (turf), now it
was the Cougars’ turn to chase
it down.

The boys did not get off to the
greatest start with Glen Alvie fir-
ing early and leaving them in a
position of 4/13 after 9.3 overs.

With some work to do, James
‘Jimmy” Rushton came in firing
as he and Jason Kennedy (11)

put on 40 runs before Jason
was out caught.

Jimmy kept pushing on as the
Cougars proceeded to lose an-
other two wickets, leaving them
in a position of 7/73.

Jimmy finally found a part-
ner in Mitch Scrimshaw (23*),
pushing for a wonderful 44-run
partnership before Jimmy was
caught out for 73 runs.

Koonwarra/LRSL lost another
quickly and with 81 runs to go it
looked a long stretch from here.

However, Joshua Thomas
(21) wasn't going down early as
he and Mitch Scrimshaw batted
beautifully to put on 42 runs be-
fore Joshua was bowled, help-
ing the Cougars to reach 160
but lose by 38 runs.

Glen Alvie had three bowlers
who took three wickets in Mat-
thew Dakin (3/51 off 17 overs),
Archie Luke (3/23 off 9.3 overs)
and Wayne Luke (3/19 off five
overs).

Also the captain held beautiful
economy, Ben McRae bowling
19 overs for just 25 runs (one
wicket, eight maidens).

The boys will hold their spot
at third on the A2 ladder with
their next game being against
Foster at the Foster Cricket
Ground.

B Grade finished off its match
against Glen Alvie on Saturday
afternoon.

Bowling out Glen Alvie for 226
last week, it had a big chase in
store for them.

The Cougars started off
well, plugging away and los-
ing just three wickets for 90
runs as opener and captain
Brad “Ando” Anderson (34) got

underway before
wicket, out caught.

It was then the father-son duo
of Ryder (9) and Brett Pedlow
out in the middle.

The pair put on 40 runs be-
fore losing the wicket of Ryder.

Mick Caruana (0) held down
an end as he and Brett put on
21 runs before Mick lost his
wicket.

Reggie Read (15) came in after
a good session at juniors in the
morning,

He and Brett put on another
41 runs before Reggie was out
with the score 6/192.

After losing a few more wick-
ets the boys got the job done.

Finishing 8/227 after 65 overs,
Brett falling agonisingly short of
three figures hitting 96* off 96
balls.

The extras being the second-
highest contributor of the day
(64).

Glen Alvie's Lachlan McRae
picked up three wickets along
the way for 37 runs off his 11
Oovers.

The boys held on to great win
over Glen Alvie and hold their
spot at third on the B2 ladder.

NYORA

NYORA recorded two out of
three wins across the senior di-
visions on Saturday.

A Grade had a first innings
win against Foster after doing
all the damage it needed to do
the week before.

Daniel Esler’'s massive 120-
run effort led Nyora to a score
of 364 which Foster was unable
to compete with.

Nyora bowled on Saturday

losing his

with Mitch Rowe claiming three
wickets, and Trent Breen and
Aidan Simmons taking two
wickets each.

In B Grade the team made
124, successfully chasing down
Kilcunda-Bass’ score of 122.

Nyora made a good start to
its innings with openers Henry
Dolphin and Benn Hayes mak-
ing 29 and 56 runs respectively.

Kilcunda-Bass' bowlers re-
stricted the run rate for the
rest of the batting order so the
win rested on the shoulders
of Dolphin and Hayes’ perfor-
mance.

C Grade went down to Koon-
warra/LRSL at the Poowong
Recreation Reserve.

Despite the loss there were
plenty of positives to take from
the game.

Under-14s player Lily Lovell
took her first wicket and under-
15s player James MacDonald
also played exceptionally well.

“It's great to be able to give
our junior players the oppor-
tunity to have that exposure to
senior cricket,” Nyora's Adam
White said.

“Were seeing under-13s and
under-15s players coming up
into C Grade which does fu-
tureproof our club.”

David Simpkin also played
his first game of the season and
gave a good performance.

Nyora’s Pink Stumps Day is
coming up soon, set to be held
on Saturday, February 14.

Tickets are selling at S60
each with only a few left.

Jump onto Nyora Cricket
Club’s Facebook page to secure
a ticket.

Federation Day cricket
and picnic at Coal Creek

By Andrew Paloczi

EXPERIENCE Federation Day at Coal
Creek on Sunday, February 15, being trans-
ported to January 1, 1901, celebrating the
new Commonwealth of Australia with a com-
munity ‘Federation Cricket and Picnic Day’.

Action commences at 10am, with cricket
on the lower oval, featuring six mixed teams
competing for the Federation Cup, which will
be awarded to the team scoring the most
runs on the day.

Friends of Coal Creek Secretary Kevin
Cook, who came up with the idea of reliving
the cricket and picnic celebration held in Ko-
rumburra on Federation Day 125 years ago,
has taken charge of organising the cricket
competition. The picnic aspect will include
traditional games like quoits, bean bag toss-
ing and sack races.

Visitors are invited to dress in Federation
era clothing if they wish, with prizes for best
attire. A photographer will be using a period
camera. Food and drinks will be available,
with the local Lions Club providing catering,
and a coffee van will be present. Entry is free
and people are encouraged to just turn up.

To hear your invitation in the language of
the Federation era, visit coalcreekfriends.
com.au and click on the link for ‘Federa-
tion Cricket and Picnic Day’, with bright and
breezy avatar Jane ready to tell you all about
the “momentous occasion”.

Melissa Gheller hit 35* in the women’s
Kookaburra Cup match for Koonwarra
L/RSL. Photo credit: Jodie Arup.

Koony competes for
Kookaburra Cup

THE ladies made their way out to Yinnar
on Friday to face off against The Raiders
Cricket Club in competition for women’s
Kookaburra Cup, a premier match between
the top two women’s teams in the whole
Gippsland region.

The women earned this honour after their
great season last year, which saw them clinch
the premiership.

A T20 match on the Yinnar Turf deck start-
ed at 5.30pm after The Raiders won the toss
and elected to bat first.

The women bowled beautifully to start off,
in an effort that saw them hold the Raiders
to 7/108.

The best bowling came from Britmey
Thomas who took 3/9 off her four overs.

Melissa Gheller also took three of her own
(3/23 off four overs).

Congratulations to Maddison Winter who
made 36*(retired) and Regan Leeson who
made 24*(retired) to lead their team’s scor-

The chase was on, as opener and captain
Melissa Gheller put the foot down, blasting
35 runs not out to retire, alongside Kathy
Zacharopoulus who also made 35 runs not
out to retire in the same over (14th).

A position of 1/78 with 31 runs to win, the
girls needed five an over, but just fell short
finishing 3/91 and falling 18 runs short of
victory.

Congratulations to The Raiders on winning
the women’s Kookaburra Cup.

Koonwarra/LRSL hopes to have this op-
portunity in the years to come.

Congratulations to the women on earning
this opportunity, a true testament to skill and
dedication to the game.
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Phone: 5662 2930

Team Points % : Team Points %
A GRADE, Division 1 A GRADE, Division 2
Nerrena 9% 1.575 Nyora 108 1.449
Club 96 1.556 : KilcundaBass 102 1.527
Inverloch 84 1.261 : KoonwarraL/RSL 66 1.408
OMK 66 0.925 Glen Alvie 60 0.980
Phillip Island 36 0.933 : Korumburra 36 0.780
Town 12 0.641 : MDU 24 0.941
Imperials 6 0471 : Foster 0 0359
B GRADE, Division 1 l B GRADE, Division 2

Club 110 2.719 : Nyora 96 1.319
OMK 90 2.229 : MDU 90 1.002
Nerrena 78 1.727 : KoonwarraL/RS 84 1.272
Inverloch 60 1.192 : Kilcunda Bass 54 0.807
Phillip Island 30 0.625 : Glen Alvie 42 1.046
Town 30 0.387 : Imperials 30 0716
Korumburra 6 0.283:

Team Points % Team Points %
C GRADE, Division 1 ll  C GRADE, Division 2
Club 114 1.806 : Club 126 2.954
OMK 108 1.399 Inverloch 108 1.619
Phillip Island 84 0.865 : Glen Alvie 96 0.852
Korumburra 66 1.050 : KoonwarraL/RSL 84 1.364
Nerrena 66 0.855 : Nyora 48 0.540
MDU 54 0.773 i Town 36 0.532
Kilcunda Bass 48 0.755 i OMK 30 0.626

ROUND 12 - SATURDAY, FEBRURAY 7 (DAY 1)

A GRADE, Division 1 - 1PM START

Inverloch v Club Thompson Res.  Shane Moore
OMK v Imperials Outtrim Ashleigh Stride
Town v Phillip Island  Scorpion 1 John Schelling

Nerrena - BYE

A Grade, Division 2 - 1PM START

Glen Alvie v Nyora

Korumburra v MDU
Foster v Koon L/RSL
Kilcunda Bass - BYE

Wonthaggi Turf Michael Thomas
Korumburra Brad Phillips
Foster GC Les White

B GRADE, Division 1 - 1PM START

Club v Inverloch McMahon Geoff Birnie
Phillip Island vTown  Cowes Steve Williamson
Nerrena v Korumburra Nerrena Graham Wightman

OMK - BYE

B GRADE, Division 2 - 1PM START

Glen Alvie v MDU Glen Alvie Tyson Tootel
Imperials v K-Bass Leongatha Turf lan Salmon
Nyorav KoonL/RSL  Nyora Geoff Parkinson

ROUND 16 - SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7
C GRADE, Division 1 - 1PM START

Korumburra v Nerrena Poowong TBA
K-Bass v Phillip Island Bass 1 TBA
OMK v Club Digger Park TBA
MDU - BYE

C GRADE, Division 2 - 1TPM START

Club v Inverloch Wonthaggi SC TBA
Koon L/RSL v G-Alvie  Koonwarra TBA
Town v Nyora Scorpion Park2  TBA

OMK - BYE

Subject to Confirmation.
Any prospective umpires can contact
Ash Stride 0432 350 944 or Ken Scrimshaw 0433 297 421

)y SCOREBOARD |

LEONGATHA & DISTRICT CRICKET ASSOCIATION

A

A1: Ryan Thomas (Club) 59 ; Jarrod Hoy (Nerrena) 5/25

A2: James Rushton (Koon L/RSL) 73 ; Cameron Davidson (K-Bass) 5/49

B1: Peter Dell (OMK) 106* ; Mark McCall (Club) 5/52

B2: Brett Pedlow (Koon L/RSL) 96* ; Lachlan McRae (Glen Alvie) 3/37
C1: Mitchell Davey (Club) 119* ; Peter Francis (Phillip Island) 3/13
C2: Pieter Loos (Glen Alvie) 75 ; Matthew Marston (Inverloch) 2/7

_— . —

i Choices

The fipor you've been searching for

8-10 Koonwarra Rd, Leongatha. 5662 5030
Cnr Carneys Road & Bass Highway,

AUMONT TILES
Locking good!

Wonthaggi. 5672 2148

Brodie Johnston of Phillip Island is bowled by Jarrod Hoy early in Saturday’s play, failing to add to his

opening day score. A57_0526

Nerrena surges back
to beat Phillip Island

A GRADE, DVISION 1

NERRENA delivered a stunning
bowling performance on day two
with paceman Jarrod Hoy and leg
spinner Tim Wightman leading the
way to claim victory over Phillip
Island by 37 runs after the Sharks
started the day on 2/35, needing just
71 more to pass the Red Caps’ mod-
est 105.

Hoy began the day with 1/16 off
nine overs, having accounted for
Phillip Island opener Max Arceo late
on the opening day, capturing a fur-
ther four wickets in just under eight
overs on day two, finishing with 5/25
off 16.4 overs.

Hoy bowled Tim Niven for 13 af-
ter the addition of just three runs

———

=4

to start the day, Brodie Johnston
then unable to add to his opening
day score of 18 when he suffered the
same fate.

Hoy's demolition of the Sharks
continued when he had Phillip Is-
land skipper Daniel Mock caught by
Thomas Cameron for just two runs,
Phillip Island suddenly teetering at
5/39 and belief surging through the
Red Caps.

Wightman backed up the pace on-
slaught, mesmerising the Sharks
with his spin to send middle order
players Kohen Beaumont and Heath
Womersley on their way, also ac-
counting for a couple of lower order
Phillip Island batsmen, with Hoy
finishing the job when he dismissed
Tom Cameron.

There were no weak links in the
Nerrena attack, Mitch Clark’s five
overs of offspin conceding just five
runs, while 17-year-old quick Archie
Gannon took an impressive 1/16 off
10 overs.

Archie’s dad Brian Gannon, who is
Nerrena’s club secretary, was busy
playing in C Grade but was delighted
with news of the A Grade result.

“It's hard to beat Phillip Island
over there,” Brian said of Nerrena’s
stunning feat in Cowes, pleased the
Red Caps stuck at the task despite
setting such a low target on a syn-
thetic pitch.

Acknowledging Phillip Island cap-
tain Mock’s talent with the bat, Bri-
an identified his dismissal for just
two as a key moment in the win.

E

Mitch Clark bowls during his brief but tidy spell for Nerrena on Saturday. AGO_0526
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CRICKET | SPORT

C GRADE, DIVISION 1

A PACEY unbeaten 119 from
opener Mitchell Davey laid
the foundation for a massive
Wonthaggi Club score, with
Matrix Chisholm’s blistering
half century aiding the cause,
Kilcunda Bass never looking
on course to make the 270-
run target off its 35 overs.

While Sharks opener Joel
Huckett batted solidly, fin-
ishing 67 not out, and at
one stage enjoying a produc-
tive partnership with James

Cottrell (35), the required
run rate was quickly beyond
reach.

That started at an intimi-
dating 7.71 per over and bal-
looned to 11.16 approach-
ing the halfway point of the
Kilcunda Bass innings, the
Sharks reaching only 1/69
after 17 overs, managing just
4.05 an over.

While Kilcunda Bass looked
to up the scoring rate after
the drinks break with some
success, the medium pace of
Ryan McGuirk accounted for

Joel Huckett elects to leave this delivery during his solid
James Cottrell looks to work the ball into the leg side knock for Kilcunda Bass in its C1 loss to Wonthaggi Club.
during his solid innings for Kilcunda Bass. A55 0526

Dashing Wonthaggi records
strong win over Killy Bass

A54 0526

Cottrell, the bowler getting
one through the gate.

Number four batsman
James Matser made a brisk
22 off 27 balls but once he fell
to the bowling of Sam Liddle,
Huckett couldn’t find anyone
else able to stick around with
him.

Wonthaggi skipper Liddle
finished with a tidy 2/12 off
six overs, Aidan Quilty Club’s
other multiple wicket taker
with a couple of late ones.

Young medium pacer An-
gus Benetti sent down an en-

couraging seven overs for the
winning side, his figures of
1/35 including the wicket of
Kilcunda Bass opener Steven
Oates.

Although Club’'s Mohamed
Ashik Mohamed Nizar’s me-
dium pace failed to capture a
wicket, he helped ensure the
Sharks couldn’t get motoring,
his slinging action keeping
the batsmen on their toes as
he conceded just 23 off seven
OVers.

Losing late wickets saw Kil-
cunda Bass finish on 7/165.

ACS win inaugural veterans’ tournament

OVER 60s CRICKET

THE inaugural Gippsland
Veterans’ Cricket Tournament
was held in Sale over the last
five days.

Over-60 cricket teams from
Baw Baw, Australian Crick-
et Society (ACS), Vic Coun-
try Bendigo (VC) and the
Gippsland Goannas played a
four-game tournament, where
the four teams played each
other, then the top two teams
played off for the Champion-
ship title.

VC's team was short of
players, so it was augmented
with players from the South
Gippsland Kookaburras and
the Goannas.

The matches were played at
Sale Oval on Sunday, Monday
and Wednesday, Stephenson
Park on Sunday, Monday and
Thursday and Bundalaguah
on Wednesday and Thursday.

The grounds were in top
condition and the pitches pre-
pared by the host clubs were
all excellent.

Day one — Sunday: Baw Baw
8/162 defeated Goannas 8/157;
VC 9/113 defeated ACS 8/112.

Best performances:

Baw Baw: Mark McLauch-
lan 32, Colin Parnall 36*, Paul
Clarke 22 retired, Steven Head
2/13 and Michael O’Neill 3/17.

Goannas: Adrian Quirk 61,
Neil Meredith 20, K. Mealing
2/26 and Graeme Ingle 4/29.

1

)
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Vic Country captain Greg Bailey attacks the bowling of
ACS’s John Flynn, with keeper Peter Glenton being acrobatic.

VC: Trevor Sing 35, Greg
Bailey 27*, Doug Stone 2/28
and Bailey 2/14.

ACS: Andrew Chisholm 25,
Peter Glenton 16*, Peter Car-
mody 4/10, Chisholm 2/18
and David Long 2/19.

Day two - Monday: Baw
Baw 10/111 tied VC 10/111;
ACS 4/119 defeated Goannas
10/115.

Best performances:

Baw Baw: Parnall 37, Clarke
18 ret, O'Neill 2/12, Parnall
2/17, Peter Felstead 2/16 and
McLauchlan 2/1.

VC: Stone 21, Murray Moore

29, Bailey 3/14 and Andrew
Smith 4/12.

ACS: Jeff Scotland 34, Keith
Jansz 22, John Dunnachie
22ret, Mark Dunstan 3/17 and
Long 3/9.

Goannas: Graeme Rankin
21, John Daddo 15 and Ian
Freshwater 2/24.

Day three - Wednesday:
VC 6/145 defeated Goannas
10/114; ACS 1/116 defeated
Baw Baw 9/113.

Best performances:

Goannas: Neil White 22,
Ingle 19, Peter Loos 19 and
White 1/11.

VC: Sing 28*, Gordon Cowl-
ing 27ret, Franco Bernabo 23
and three catches, Ian South-
all 2/20, Bailey 5/33 and Smith
3/19.

ACS: Jan Grummitt 32%,
Scotland 46*, Dunstan 2/16,
Scotland 4/4 and Andy Parda-
lis 2/14.

Baw Baw: Clarke 31*, An-
thony Faltum 27* and O’Neill
1/20.

Day four - finals: ACS 8/145
defeated VC 9/113; Goan-
nas 6/156 defeated Baw Baw
9/155.

Best performances:

ACS: Scotland 87*, Jeff Sa-
ker 18ret, John Flynn 2/13,
Mark Poustie 2/11 and Grum-
mitt 2/11.

VC: Stone 18, Bailey 20, Sing
2/26 and Cowling 2/6.

Goannas: Ingle 30ret,
Rankin 22, Bernie Symons
21*, Symons 3/17, Rankin
3/15.

Baw Baw: Clarke 27*, Kevin
Larkman 20, Peter Wyatt 31,
Brett Carey 2/28 and Ernie
Dessent three stumpings.

The champions of the week
were the ACS team, ably led by
Jeff Scotland, whose 87 not out
in the final was the difference
between winning and losing.

Fifty of those runs came
from the last three overs of the
ACS innings, after he had been
dropped three times upon re-
suming his innings in the 34th
over.

Nerrena 105 d Phillip Island 68

Pl Batting: B Johnston 18, H Womersley 14,

T Niven 13, T Cameron 8

Nerrena Bowling: J Hoy 5/25, T Wightman 4/22,
A Gannon 1/16

Club9/174d OMK 172

Club Batting: R Thomas 59, J Brann 35,

S Beaumont 25%, J Thomas 21

OMK Bowling: T Pickering 5/72, A Trotto 2/18,

R Williams 1/43

Inverloch 8/160 d Imperials 130

Inverloch Batting: K Rotthier 42, R Abeysinghe 35,
R Newman 26, R Harris 21, T Debono 20
Imperials Bowling: L Wight 4/45, L Anderson 1/8,
| Bikge 1/17, T Sauvarin 1/20, A Williams 1/28

Town - BYE

Glen Alvie 9/198 d Koonwarra L/RSL 160
K L/RSL Batting: J Rushton 73, M Scrimshaw 23*
JThomas 21, J Kennedy 11

Glen Alvie Bowling: W Luke 3/19, A Luke 3/23,
M Dakin 3/51, B McRae 1/25

Kilcunda Bass 217 d MDU 172

MDU Batting: P Le Page 47, SC Lakshan 36,

J Bright 26, W Prosser 15

K-Bass Bowling: C Davidson 5/49, J Tregear 3/14,
T Smith 1/34, B Rookes 1/36

Nyora 8-d/363 d Foster 144 & 0/56

Foster Batting: J Gray 31, A Pattie 30, K Davy 19
Nyora Bowling: M Rowe 3/32, A Simmons 2/16,
T Breen 2/35, M Cordeux 1/5, J Watts 1/12
Foster Batting: J Gay 31*, M Jones 13*
Korumburra - BYE

Phillip Island 5/158 d Korumburra 151
Pl Batting: T Blackwell 67, D Holmes 19,

T Asurumuni 16%, K Lane 13, A Finlayson 12
Korumburra Bowling: J Douglas 2/27,

H Jefferis 2/38, G Edwards 1/21

Club 314 d OMK 159

OMK Batting: P Dell 106*, R Quaife 15,

T Nicholas 10, N Creed 9

Club Bowling: M McCall 5/52, H Dobbie 2/11,
S Roche 2/25

Nerrena 5-d/242 d Town 101 & 7/102
Nerrena Batting: G Murphy 58, W Croatto 50*
Town Bowling: S Clark 3/38, A Hickey 1/41
Town Batting: L Bowman 29, D Goss 25*
Nerrena Bowling: W Croatto 4/22, T Harris 2/17
Inverloch - BYE

Koonwarra L/RSL 8/227 d Glen Alvie 226
Koon L/RSL Batting: B Pedlow 96*, B Anderson 34,
A Drury 19, KThorne 15, R Read 15,

Glen Alvie Bowling: L McRae 3/37, D Hale 2/27,

E Spiteri-Stevens 2/32, R Sinclair 1/36

Nyora 5/124 d Kilcunda Bass 122

Nyora Batting: B Hayes 56, H Dolphin 29,

D Blackney 11, R White 9*

Kilcunda Bass Bowling: R Duff 2/25,

J Papworth 2/35

MDU 4/201 d Imperials 8/199

Imperials Batting: G Sauvarin 102, C Bruce 21
Imperials Bowling: K McGrath 3/85, J Jeffery 1/16
MDU Batting: D Thomas 73*, T Zukovskis 31

MDU Bowling: S McRae 3/43, K Sinclair 2/62

MDU 3/136 d Nerrena 133

Nerrena Batting: D Curtis 44, M Croatto 16
Nerrena Bowling: B Salmon 1/15, R Harrison 1/21
MDU Batting: D Feild 56*, C Hoober 30*

MDU Bowling: A Richardson 3/17, D Feild 3/23
Phillip Island 7/147 d Korumburra 7/144
K’'burra Batting: P Beadel 41, C Carew 18*
K’burra Bowling: P Beadel 2/22, P Edwards 2/23
Pl Batting: M Cleary 48%, J Manning 28

Pl Bowling: P Francis 3/13, D McCausland 2/22
Club 5/269 d Kilcunda Bass 7/165

Club Batting: M Davey 119*, M Chisholm 57
Club Bowling: A Quilty 2/4, S Liddle 2/12

K-Bass Batting: J Huckett 67%, J Cottrell 35
K-Bass Bowling: A Joseph 2/29, O Jobe 1/23
OMK - BYE

Club 2/197 d Glen Alvie 7/194

Glen Alvie Batting: P Loos 75, | Thorn 44*

Glen Alvie Bowling: J Licis 2/33, B Pentland 1/26
Club Batting: J Licis 60*, B Osborne 56

Club Bowling: K Andersen 1/7, J McNally 1/37
Inverloch 4/76 d OMK 73

OMK Batting: L Jones 24, S Matthews 16

OMK Bowling: L Jones 2/17, J Battersby 1/18
Inverloch Batting: S Hayes 19*, G Eddy 18
Inverloch Bowling: M Marston 2/7, A Nowell 1/6
Nyora v Koonwarra L/RSL

Results not available at time of printing.

Town - BYE
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Sentinel-Times

Email your reports to news@sgst.com.au

LOVELY sunny conditions on
Saturday greeted entrants in the
Little Penguin Dash and the later
Cowes Classic, one man heard to
remark it was the calmest Cowes
Classic day he could recall.

Kiara Mooney’s performance
was a highlight of the Cowes
Classic, her time of 0:20:06.8
seeing her grab third spot over-
all, comprehensively winning the
women’s race.

Underlining Kiara’s achieve-
ment, second-placed woman
Hannah Piper was 21st overall,
recording a time of 0:22:31.2,
with Brianna Behrsin rounding

s SPOR

ISSN 1834-74932

7718341793000

and a Classic

Competitors start their watch timers as they head for the water. A21 0526

By Andrew Paloczi

out the women’s placegetters in
0:24:12.9.

Tristan Price ensured the
men’'s winner was also clear well
in advance, ultimately charging
to the finishing line in 0:18:27.4.

Justin Tilley took out the Ma-
ture Male Category, his time of
0:19:37.8 placing him second
overall, with Sam Walker the
third-placed male and fourth
overall in 0:20:21.8.

The Cowes Classic, part of
the Bass Coast Series, requires
competitors to battle it out over
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a 500m swim and a 4km run.

Woolamai Beach Surf Life Sav-
ing Club and Phillip Island Foot-
ball Netball Club are supported
by the event, which delivers fur-
ther local benefits.

Cowes was full of happy lo-
cals and visitors, relishing the
chance to compete or watch the
action and to enjoy the town's
social vibe.

While there was no official
competition in the Little Pen-
guin Dash, that didn’t stop the
event's young participants, aged
from seven to 14 giving their
all, ensuring everyone deserved

their medallion.

Attentive and plentiful life-
savers made sure nobody got
into difficulties and that all the
youngsters swam near the shore
and could stand up if they need-
ed, with distance and depth ad-
justed according to age.

Those aged seven to 10 swam
200m and ran 800m, kids in
the 11-14 year age bracket tak-
ing on a 400m swim and 1.2km
run.

All the Little Penguin Dash en-
trants Sentinel-Times spoke to
preferred the swimming leg to
the run.

While some Cowes Classic
competitors undoubtedly cel-
ebrated their achievements with
a cold beer, finishers in the Little
Penguin Dash were quick to bite
into healthy apples.

Lest anyone think this scribe is
passing judgement, he was ready
for an amber refreshment too,
but duty called with somebody
having to cover the cricket.

The Bass Coast Series contin-
ues with the San Remo Channel
Challenge on Saturday, Febru-
ary 21, followed by the resched-
uled Cape Paterson Aquathon on
Sunday, March 15.

HOT
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