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t legend turns region pink

Pink Stumps organisers, OMK and Imperials players gather around Glenn McGrath at the annual Pink Stumps Day in Outtrim. See full story in sport.

Inverloch store still open despite raid

FEDERAL Member for Monash Mary
Aldred has told parliament an Inverloch
pop-up vape store is still open despite
being raided by federal authorities last
month over allegations it was selling
vapes to children.

Ms Aldred used a speech in parlia-
ment this week to highlight the impact
the illicit tobacco and vaping trade was
having on regional towns like Inverloch.

“Inverloch is one of the most beautiful

By Rick Koenig

parts of my electorate,” she said.

“But like many parts of Australia right
now, Inverloch has an illegal tobacco
and vape outlet in town.”

Ms Aldred said she had been con-
tacted by concerned residents about the
store.

TGA officers and Victoria Police
raided the store in late January and

seized hundreds of vapes but the outlet
remains open.

“While the TGA continues to consider
what to do next, the outlet remains open
for business,” Ms Aldred said.

She said organised crime cartels were
driving the illicit tobacco and vaping
trade across Australia, terrorising small
business owners, assaulting retail staff
and costing the tax office billions.
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Alison’s ‘Magic
Beach’ a national
treasure

Private Coastal Sanctuary

13-15 Reid Street,
Rhyll
Auction:
Saturday,
February 21
at 2pm

113a Thompson Avenue, Cowes
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Australia
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Visitors, traders finding ways
around Cowes centre works

IT has been full steam ahead
with stage two of the Cowes
Foreshore Precinct Project in
the past week with contrac-
tors excavating the roadway
and drains and starting on
the footpath at the lower end
of Thompson Avenue.

The council has warned
of heavy machinery creat-
ing noise and vibrations but
thanks to a constant watering
program, dust has been kept
to a minimum.

Traders like Manpreet,
the owner and chef at Bani’'s
Greek Restaurant and Bar,
which is right in the firing line,
are supportive of the redevel-
opment but say the works are
already impacting trade.

“They came and talked to
us, so we know what they are
doing, It's supposed to be fin-
ished by June,” said Manpre-
et.

“Hopefully, it will be a big
improvement but for sure, it's
a disruption to trading.

“One good thing, they’ve held
off on ripping up the footpath
in front, with the tables, until
after Easter.”

Council lists the construction
dates of stage two from Feb-
ruary 2 to April 2, just before
Easter, but work is expected to
resume after that date.

Others have expressed con-
cern that the works were
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At Bani’s Greek Restaurant and Bar, owner and chef Manpreet says the reconstruction
works have already had an impact on trade but he’s hopeful the project will make a big

difference.

started before the big World
Superbikes’ weekend at the
Phillip Island GP Circuit, from
February 20-22, when tradi-
tionally there’s a big crowd in
exactly that part of Thompson
Avenue in Cowes.

“I know it's at San Remo, but
they've also got the Channel
Challenge that same weekend.
You'd expect a big crowd on the
Island,” said one local business
operator.

But, then again, most week-

ends are busy in Cowes these
days.

Council watcher Graham
Jolly wants to know when the
toilet block will be construct-
ed in Olive Justice Place.

“I seem to remember Cr
Bauer getting council to vote
for the toilet block to be built
sooner rather than later. It's
much needed,” he said.

He provided the following
reference:

At the May 21, 2025, council

meeting, the following motion
was passed:

* 6.2 Inclusion of public
toilets at Olive Justice Place.
Council Decision. Moved: Cr.
Ron Bauer/Seconded: Cr. Jon
Temby. Motion: That Coun-
cil as part of stage two of
the Cowes Streetscape Plan,
a public toilet block be con-
structed at the Olive Justice
Place. CARRIED.

The Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil has been asked to respond.

Toora artist takes out People’s Choice Award

TOORA watercolourist
Maureen Harley has won the
People’s Choice Award at the
49th Leongatha Rotary Art
and Photography Show for
her work Pinehaven Wool-
shed.

The $300 prize was spon-
sored by Riseley’s Transport.

The show closed on Satur-
day, February 7 after three
weeks exhibiting 650 works
from 163 artists living in
Gippsland and a few from
Melbourne.

Works on display included
oil paintings, watercolour,
acrylic, pastel, ink, pencil,
charcoal and other mediums
alongside glass sculptures,
timber sculptures, Chinese
paper cut art and mixed me-
dia and 3D art.

The photography section
showcased work in black and
white, colour and digitally en-
hanced formats.

The show attracted 1,947
visitors over the three weeks
bringing people into the town
and local area to boost tour-
ism and the local economy.

Students from Leongatha
primary and  secondary
schools submitted art as did
other students independently.

There were entries from 15
adults in the All Ability sec-
tion and five young people
from Leongatha Specialist
School with several of those
artists able to come and see
their work on display.

Local businesses and com-
munity members collectively
donated thousands of dollars
in sponsorship to support
prize money for artists and
students each year.

The Rotary Club of Leon-
gatha also recently made do-
nations to Queensland, NSW
and Victoria for flood and
bushfire relief.
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Maureen Harley with her People’s Choice Award-winning
watercolour Pinehaven Woolshed alongside Leongatha
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Inverloch store still
open despite raid

From page 1

More than 200 tobacco shops have been
firebombed since 2023 and the retail indus-
try estimates it has lost $2 billion in legal
sales to the illegal trade over the past four
years.

Australian Border Force seized more than
467 tonnes of cigarettes and tobacco in the
final quarter of last year alone.

“The black market cigarettes and vapes
would have been worth more than $1 billion
in evaded excise that would have gone to-
wards funding roads, schools and hospitals,”
Ms Aldred said.

Ms Aldred raised concerns about the abil-
ity to enforce the new licensing scheme which
requires all Victorian businesses selling to-
bacco to hold a licence for the first time.

“The 14 inspectors from the Tobacco Li-
censing Victoria Agency are expected to cover
the entire state to dish out fines but not shut
down illegal shops,” she said.

Quit Director Rachael Andersen echoed
those concerns.

“We have reservations about the limited
powers of Victorian licensing inspectors and
the size of their workforce with just 14 in-
spectors for the whole state,” Ms Andersen
said.

“Under the Victorian scheme inspectors
will be unable to close shops found selling
illicit tobacco nor can they act against stores
selling illegal vaping products.”

Ms Aldred said government price increas-
es on cigarettes were driving up crime and
smoking,

“Illegal tobacco is putting all Australians at
risk,” she said.

“It's about time the federal government and
this minister got serious about addressing
it.”

The story generated strong reaction on so-
cial media.

“I'm shocked to read that licensed stores
that sell illegal vapes and illegal tobacco can-
not be shut down by the regulator. The fines
will just be counted in as a cost of doing busi-
ness,” Alison Taylor posted.

“All you vape haters have totally missed the
point. Selling to kids. These shops would not
exist if the government would let adults de-
cide for themselves,” Rob Carroll said.

Glen Forbes said locals and police had
raised the issue previously.

“The owner of that block has allowed this.
There are really other good businesses there
the community love and he engaged this
one?” Mr Forbes posted.

He also flagged a new outlet in Wonthaggi.

“Now target the one that just set up in
Ritchies Arcade Wonthaggi. Local police need
to walk down the street and have a look,” he
said.

Michael Webb said vaping in public was be-
coming a problem.

“Nothing worse than walking behind or
passing someone who decides to exhale their
vape fumes in your direction,” he said.

Trudy McMahon Banks asked whether a
business found selling illicit products would
have its licence revoked.

“If a business has a licence to sell tobacco
and is found to be selling illicit tobacco and
vape products or breaking any licensing laws,
does the licence get revoked?” she posted.

accounts@wheelawaste.com
www.wheelawaste.com.au

5672 2056
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Bushfire contractors
still waiting for pay

CONTRACTORS who pro-
vided heavy machinery to sup-
port this summer’s bushfire
suppression effort have not
been paid, with an estimated
$15 million in outstanding in-
voices.

Nationals leader and
Gippsland South MP Danny
O'Brien raised the issue dur-
ing question time, saying some
contractors had been waiting
more than six weeks.

“These are highly skilled
contractors with very expen-
sive machinery and large

Classifieds

22
25-28

Health and Wellness
Back to School

CONTACT
OFFICE:

47 McBride, Avenue,
Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

HOURS: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm costs,” Mr O’Brien said.
PHONE: (03) 5672 1888 “To not have been paid for
EMAIL: EDITORIAL & LETTERS their work is threatening their
news@sgst.com.au businesses.”
ADVERTISING Mr O’Brien said contractors
ads@sgst.com.au had been told Forest Fire Man-
ACCOUNTS agement Victoria did not have
SECOUN S @R EL T the staff to process timesheets.
MANAGING Michael Giles Shadow minister for publlc
DIRECTOR: michael@sgst.com.au land management Melina Bath
OPERATIONS  Jim Akers said the non-payment was
MANAGER: jim@sgst.com.au shameful.

) T “Contractors are an integral
ADVERTISING HOlly McMaster part of fire Suppression, re-
MANAGER: holly@sgst.com.au moving dangerous trees, in-
EDITOR: Rick Koenig stalling containment lines and
JOURNALISTS:  Andrew Paloczi opening roads,” Ms Bath said.

Bruce Wardley
Chloe Kent New property taxes
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Tayla Kershaw
Trent Westaway CHANGES to property taxes
and charges that came into ef-
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DISPLAY: Advertlsmg closes at off guard,pgippsland South MP
3pm on Fridays Danny O’Brien has warned
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Mr O’'Brien said changes to
the vacant residential land tax
may affect some landholders
for the first time.

“Some residential land that
may have been previously ex-
empt will now attract vacant
residential land tax if it has
remained undeveloped for too
long, or if a home has been un-
inhabitable or under renova-
tion for an extended period,”
Mr O’'Brien said.

There is also a common mis-
conception that owners of a
single property are exempt, but
Mr O’'Brien said this is not al-
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ways the case.

Vacant residential land must
be declared even if no tax ends
up being payable.

Property owners involved in
short-stay accommodation are
also facing new reporting and
payment obligations depending
on how much income the prop-
erty earns each year.

Information is available from
the State Revenue Office at sro.
vic.gov.au or by calling 13 21 61.

Retailers urged to
get licensed under
tobacco scheme

LOCAL tobacco retailers are
being urged to ensure they are
properly licensed after Vic-
toria’s new tobacco licensing
scheme came into effect on
February 1.

Gippsland South MP Danny
O’Brien said the introduction
of a licensing scheme had been
a long time coming.

“This is a reform we have
pushed for in an effort to
crack down on the illegal to-
bacco trade that has fuelled
organised crime, violence and
firebombings,” Mr O’'Brien
said.

Mr O’'Brien said Gippsland
had not been immune from
the impacts of the illicit to-
bacco trade, with residents
raising concerns about illegal
sales and the strain on coun-
cils and police.

“A licensing scheme will only
work if it is backed by strong
enforcement and real conse-
quences for those who break
the law,” Mr O’Brien said.

Virtual ED opens for
ADHD prescriptions

VICTORIANS with ADHD
who urgently need a top-up
prescription will be able to ac-
cess one through the state’s
Virtual Emergency Depart-
ment from September.

Under the change, people
with an existing ADHD diag-
nosis who cannot see their
regular doctor can dial into
the Virtual ED for a free online
consultation.

Scholarships

Secondary students who excel are encouraged to apply for our Academic Scholarships

and an extended range of Personal Excellence Scholarships.

Whether you love Sport, Performing Arts, Visual Arts, STEM, Business/Entrepreneurship,
Leadership/Community Service or Environmental Awareness, consider joining

Gippsland’s leading school to pursue your potential.

Visit stpaulsags.vic.edu.au or contact us on 5623 56833 for more information.

Applications close 6 March 2026.

Apply Now

Kinder to Year 12 - 150 Bowen Street Warragul
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A doctor will verify their cur-
rent medication and dosage
and send a prescription di-
rectly to their local pharmacy.

The one-off refill will cover
at least 30 days and up to six
months at the clinician’s dis-

cretion.

The service will be available
for adults and children aged
six and older with an existing
diagnosis and treatment plan.

The state government has
also announced GPs will be
able to diagnose and prescribe
for ADHD, saving families the
cost and wait times associated
with specialist appointments.

Lent evensong series at
St Peter’s Leongatha

ST Peter’s Anglican Church
Leongatha will host an even-
song series during Lent and
Holy Week.

Archdeacon Graham Knott
will deliver a sermon series
titled What a Difference a Day
Makes, exploring Jesus’ last
24 hours before the crucifix-
ion.

Services will be held at 4pm
on Sundays from February 22
through to March 29, with ad-
ditional services on March 30
and 31 and April 1.

Refreshments  will
each service.

For more information, con-
tact Marion on 0427 519 534.

follow

Marine biologist
reveals Western Port
secrets at Corinella

ACCLAIMED marine biolo-
gist and filmmaker Sheree
Marris hosted a presentation
on her major upcoming proj-
ect, Western Port Down Under,
at the Corinella and District
Community Centre on Satur-
day morning.

Ms Marris is shifting the nar-
rative on what many consider
the “muddy cousin” of Port
Phillip Bay.

Her work showcases a vi-
brant hidden ecosystem teem-
ing with life, from weedy sea
dragons to soldier crabs build-
ing “muddy igloos”.

Wind PM: E-SE 15-25km/h

12° 27°

Wind PM: E-SE 15-20km/h

14° 29°

Saturday’s session gave the
wider community a chance to
hear directly from Ms Marris
about the science, biology and
cinematography being cap-
tured for the project.

The Western Port Down Un-
der project is also building a
legacy for the next generation,
with accompanying school
programs designed to teach
children about their local ma-
rine environment.

Bushfire recovery
grants open for farmers

VICTORIAN primary pro-
ducers affected by the January
2026 bushfires may be eligible
for a recovery grant or conces-
sional loan.

Eligible activities include
hiring equipment for property
clean-up, purchasing essen-
tial materials to resume op-
erations, and removing debris
and injured or dead livestock.

Applications are open
through Rural Finance at ru-
ralfinance.com.au or by call-
ing 1800 260 425 and will
close at 4pm on October 21.

The Rural Financial Coun-
selling Service is also available
to help farmers work through
applications.

Farm field days
focus on trees and
business resilience

FARMERS across Gippsland
are invited to two upcoming
trees on farms field days.

The first will be held on Tues-
day, February 17 at 3310 South
Gippsland Highway, Darriman
from 9.30am, featuring forestry
expert Tim Fowler from Heart-
wood Unlimited.

The second will be held on
Tuesday, February 24 at 585
Torwood-Topiram Road, Tor-
wood from 10am, including a
site visit to a 14-year-old hard-
wood plantation.

An online Farm Business Re-
silience Program will also be-
gin on Wednesday, February
25 from noon, running over six
weeks.

Registration details are avail-
able on TryBooking,



History and few home
truths from Hugh Hendry

IF YOU want an historical
perspective on Korumburra
you could do worse than ask
99-year-old World War II vet-
eran Hugh Hendry.

He’s likely to be the last lo-
cal man, who served in the
war, still standing at this
year’s Anzac Day observance.

A former Korumburra coun-
cillor for nine years, between
1965 and 1974, before that a
butcher in Bena and Korum-
burra, and after leaving coun-
cil, the manager of Coal Creek
for 15 years; he knows the
district's secrets and where
the bodies are buried, as they
say.

So, let’s get the controversial
one out of the way first up.

He reckons the Korumburra
Senior Citizens Centre be-
longs to the town’s seniors.

“When I was on council,
aware of all the fundraising
that Merv Close did (fellow
councillor), and the effort put
in by the community to get the
Senior Citizens Centre built,
it was always our understand-
ing that council gave them the
land,” said Mr Hendry this
week.

“It was the same with Carin-
ya Lodge. Council bought the
land with the aim of provid-
ing homes for war widows.
It's gone on to become a regis-
tered Not-for-Profit Organisa-
tion but council’s not going to
go up there and say ‘hey, we
own the site’,” he said.

Its not a legal declaration
that's likely to stand up in
court but it's something,

An article in the Korumburra
Times, reporting on the open-
ing of the Korumburra Senior
Citizens Centre in April 1961,
seems to bear that out.

In praising the Korumburra
Council and the community for
providing such a handsome fa-
cility for the district’'s seniors,
Mr Randall White, Director
of the Old People’s Welfare
Council of Victoria, “expressed
thanks to the Shire of Korum-
burra for the donation of the
land on which the building is
located”.

Why would he say that if it
wasn't true?

Shire President Cr J Ander-
son chimed in, according to the
report, appealing “to all senior
citizens in the shire to regard
the centre as their own and to
use it and its amenities”.

Closing in on his 100th birtilday later in the year,
Korumburra’s Hugh Hendry has a personal perspective on the
dispute over the town’s senior citizens club and the future of

Korumburra in general.

The South Gippsland Shire
Council says it has documen-
tation which proves the for-
mer Shire of Korumburra
purchased the land in 1948
and that it was transferred
to the South Gippsland Shire
Council following amalgama-
tion in 1994.

The council offered the op-
portunity for the seniors to
use the Korumburra Commu-
nity Hub but for various rea-
sons, including its location
on a steep hill, and insuffi-
cient space for members to
share a meal together, they've
had to hold their meetings
elsewhere.

Unless mediation is suc-
cessful in the next few weeks,
the matter looks headed for
the Supreme Court.

An independent, govern-
ment-appointed planning pan-
el recently agreed with coun-
cil’s decision to rezone the site
from Public Use Zone (PUZ) to
Commercial Zone 1 (C1Z).

The issue will be consid-
ered by council next Wednes-
day, February 18 in the Coun-
cil Chambers at Leongatha at
2pm.

It's not the only thing Mr
Hendry says “that’s likely
to get me into trouble”, but
staring down 100 years, com-
ing up later in the year, he’s

entitled to have his say.

“The authorities, includ-
ing federal, state and local
governments, had appar-

ently made the decision 60
years ago that Korumburra
and Leongatha were too close
together and that Leongatha
was best placed to grow and
should be supported.

“Korumburra is booming
right now, but a lot of deci-
sions have been made over
the years, in relation to infra-
structure, that haven’t helped
the town.”

Mr Hendry said he believed
the decision to put a median
strip down the middle of the
main street, for example,
reducing the number of car
parking spaces from 317 in
Commercial Street to just 97
had “destroyed the commer-
cial centre of Korumburra”.

“When you're trying to at-
tract the travelling public
to stop in your town, you've
got to provide the amenities
for them to use; carparking
spaces, public toilets, places
to get food and drink and
other services.

“The other thing that at-
tracts cars is other cars. If
you've got people stopping
and parking their cars, oth-
ers will do the same, if there’s
space.

“When they removed all
those car spaces, and you
can work out what each of
them is worth in revenue to
a town, they cost business
in Korumburra hundreds of
thousands of dollars annu-
ally.

“But it's not just Korum-
burra. There’s no major ef-
fort to provide parking in
regional towns in Australia.”

He also believes the shire’s
finances aren't fairly distrib-
uted across the shire, which
was a problem he encoun-
tered when he was a council-
lor.

A cook for the air force dur-
ing World War II, Mr Hendry
started his working life in the
community as a butcher fol-
lowing post-war retraining.

Having worked in other
people’s butcher shops, in-
cluding in Church Street
Middle Brighton, at Heyfield
and ultimately in Bena and
Korumburra, where he was
able to buy his own shops,
he’s experienced the benefit
first-hand of customers being
able to park and shop.

“In those days, there was a
butcher shop in Bena, Nyora,
Kongwak, Loch and Poowong
and four butcher shops in Ko-
rumburra, most of them em-
ploying four or five people.”

Still busy with a young
family and long hours at the
butcher shop through the
1950s, 60s and early 70s,
Mr Hendry could see that the
Korumburra shire’s revenue
wasn't being fairly distrib-
uted around the shire, so to-
gether with Brian Blake and
others, he helped form the
Korumburra and District De-
velopment League.

It was to lead to a number
of major developments for
the town, including the pur-
chase of Alp’s farm for the in-
dustrial estate, the expansion
of the showgrounds and the
establishment of the regional
saleyards.

And Coal Creek? That's an-
other story.

Mr Hendry loves Korum-
burra and he’s pleased he’s
lived long enough to see it
prosper again, but what it
needs, he says, is a change
of attitude about what's pos-
sible, not only by the council
but also by the local residents
themselves.

Island Hot Springs
stage one to launch soon

THE Phillip Island Hot Springs
Project, designed as a premier
wellness precinct, is scheduled
to launch stage one in mid-to-late
2026.

The long-awaited project received
$5.2 million in funding initially an-
nounced in June 2022 through the
Regional Tourism Investment Fund
($4.7 million) and Enabling Tour-
ism Fund (8500,000).

Stage one is scheduled to launch
the Lagoon Bathing Precinct.

This flagship phase will deliver
geothermal experiences, breathtak-
ing views that showcase the natu-
ral beauty of Phillip Island and the
ultimate level of relaxation amid
nature-inspired thermal pools,
saunas, cold plunges and wellness
ZOones.

The site will also feature a com-
plete revamp of The Cape Kitchen,
reimagined and redesigned into
something the developers describe
as truly special, offering healthy,
elevated dining options open to
Phillip Island Hot Springs Project
guests as well as the general public.

Further stages, including expand-
ed spa treatments and accommo-
dations, are currently under de-
sign and will be announced in due
course as the project progresses.

Despite the 2022 funding an-
nouncement, a spokesperson for
the Phillip Island Hot Springs said
the project has a history of planning
and design, with physical construc-
tion on the current iteration com-
mencing in 2024 after a comprehen-
sive redesign process.

“Hatcher Advisory and the Onsen
Group assumed involvement in late
2024, enabling us to secure site ac-
cess, complete detailed designs, build
out a clear roadmap and bring con-
struction fully back on track to align
with our targeted mid-to-late 2026
opening,” the spokesperson said.

More than $60 million has been
committed to creating the premier
geothermal sanctuary that promotes
rejuvenation, relaxation and connec-
tion to nature on Phillip Island.

The government investment sup-
ports expanded pools, coastal expe-
riences and planning for future well-
ness facilities at the Phillip Island
Hot Springs Project, underscoring
its role in boosting regional tourism
and creating more than 100 jobs for
locals, including operations, well-
ness services, guest experiences,
dining, maintenance and grounds-
keeping, with employment opportu-
nities posted online as the opening
day approaches.

The natural environment will be
restored with more than 100,000 in-
digenous trees and shrubs planted.

Details on annual memberships,
supporting local and frequent visi-
tors, will be announced closer to
opening.

*T&Cs Apply. Select Build Regions. CDB-U 52967.
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Mayor’s Message

e BASS
COAST

Cr Rochelle Halstead

With the Council meet-
ing cycle commencing
next week after the sum-
mer break, I'd like to
take this opportunity to
warmly invite our com-
munity to be part of the
decision-making process
that helps shape the fu-
ture of Bass Coast.

Council meetings play
an important role in en-
suring transparency, ac-
countability and good gov-
ernance. They are where
key decisions are made
about services, projects,
advocacy and long-term
planning for our Shire.
Meetings are open to the
public, and I encourage
anyone with an interest in
local issues to come along
and see firsthand how
Council operates.

Meetings will be held
both in the Council
Chamber in Wonthaggi
and at Berninneit in Cow-
es, supporting greater
access across our com-
munity. The full meet-
ing schedule, along with
detailed agendas, is
available on the Coun-
cil website. Agendas are
published on the Friday
before each meeting, pro-
viding an overview of the
reports and recommen-
dations being considered.

If you're planning to at-
tend in person, we ask
that you please RSVP via
the website so we can en-
sure everyone is comfort-
ably accommodated.

One of the most impor-
tant ways you can have
your say is through our
community engagement
activities, delivered in
person throughout the
year and via the Engage
Bass Coast platform.
Our Council officers and
Councillors regularly host
pop-up sessions across
Bass Coast, providing op-
portunities to ask ques-
tions, share feedback and
speak directly with deci-
sion-makers.

Engage Bass Coast
is Council's dedicated

online engagement hub,
and I encourage every-
one to keep an eye on
the site and subscribe for
updates about upcoming
consultations and engage-
ment opportunities.

Over the coming year,
there will be a range of im-
portant projects seeking
community input. This
includes the development
of our new Communi-
cations, Engagement &
Advocacy Strategy, a key
document that will guide
how Council connects
with and represents our
community into the fu-
ture.

Importantly, 2026 will
be a big year for advoca-
cy. Council will continue
championing the proj-
ects, infrastructure and
investment our region
needs to thrive. Our up-
dated Advocacy Priorities
will be presented to the
February Council meet-
ing, setting the direction
for how we work with
State and Federal Gov-
ernments, industry and
partners to deliver for our
community.

Of course, one of the
most significant engage-
ment processes each year
is the development of
Council’s Annual Budget.
In the coming months,
the draft Budget, includ-
ing the Capital Works
Program, will be released
for community feedback.

This is your opportunity
to review proposed proj-
ects and initiatives, and
to make submissions on
what matters most to you
and your neighbourhood.
Community input plays a
vital role in helping Coun-
cil prioritise investment
and deliver projects that
reflect local needs and as-
pirations.

Whether it's attending
a meeting, sharing feed-
back online, or making
a Budget submission, I
encourage you all to take
opportunities to engage
with Council.

Dann¥

State Me

SHOP LOCAL
AND SUPPORT
LOCAL JOBS

WOW fo'b Wﬁ/a/n«% §ow7'ﬁ
O (03) 5144 1987
© danny.obrien@parliament.vic.gov.au

© 54B Cunninghame St, Sale VIC 3850
® dannyobrienmp.com.au @ ® @ dannyobrienmp @
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Bike riders stopped in
their tracks at Inverloch

OVER the summer holi-
days, residents of Ovata
Place in Inverloch regularly
fielded the same question
from holidaymakers and
locals alike.

“How do you get to Wont-
haggi from here?”

Mounted on bikes, usual-
ly in twos, threes, or more,
sometimes with packs on
their backs, they’d arrived
at what they thought was
the start of the 14km Inver-
loch to Wonthaggi Trail.

Having ridden up Goroke
Street from the Inverloch
Surf Lifesaving Club on a
newly minted path, over
the pedestrian bridge (past
“Snake” park) and into
Tea Tree Crescent and fi-
nally Ovata Place, they were
greeted with a signpost say-
ing “Wonthaggi 13km”.

But oh dear, with no way
to cross busy Toorak Road,
on a blind bend, to meet
up with the pathway, ini-
tially along Drowleys Road,
the way forward was by no
means clear.

Notwithstanding the fact
that the trail isn't even
open, there’s apparently
been some argy-bargy with
VicRoads about the location
and design of a safe cross-
ing of Toorak Road and the

The sxgnpost says “13km to Wonthaggi” but blke nders have been stopped in their
tracks when the Inverloch to Wonthaggi pathway falls well short of crossing Toorak

Road.

council still hasn't locked
in an approved plan.

But that hasn’'t stopped
everyone from exploring
the inland route between
the two towns.

The Sentinel-Times asked
about the timing for the
crossing and whether the

“pedestrian  refuge and
road widening” proposed
would be covered within
the $7.7 million scope of
works.

“Yes, the cost of the cross-
ing is included and is cur-
rently in the final stages of
approval,” said the council

this week.

“Construction of the ex-
citing and much-anticipat-
ed Inverloch to Wonthaggi
Trail is progressing well,
with no expected delays at
this stage.”

Council listed the comple-
tion date as mid-year 2026.

Rotary honours Iocal community champions

Nationals Member for Eastern Victoria Melina Bath
with Wonthaggi Rotary president Leah Montebello at
the Australia Day Community Awards.

O’BRIENw-

er for Gippsland South
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THE Wonthaggi Rotary
Club has continued its
32-year tradition of cele-
brating local volunteers at
this year’s Australia Day
Community Awards.

Rodney McLean was
named Citizen of the Year
in recognition of decades
of volunteer work.

A life member of the
CFA and long-serving vol-
unteer with Uncle Bob’s
Club and the Friends of
the State Coal Mine, Mr
McLean was recognised
for his quiet and generous
service.

Community Service
Awards went to Elwyn
and Jean Matthews, John
Walsh and Jamie Moresco.

Russell Cargill received
the Community and Sports
Award while Geoff Glare
and Anne Looney took
home the Environment,

Conservation and Arts
Award.

The Wonthaggi SES Unit
was presented with the
Spirit of the Community
Award.

Rotary president Leah
Montebello and the organ-
ising team of Brett Tes-
sari, Ashley Lamers, Don
Paproth, John Duscher,
Graham Sprague and Ray
McCurry hosted the cel-
ebration.

Nationals Member for
Eastern Victoria Melina
Bath formally recognised
the award recipients in
State Parliament.

“Rotary shines a light on
the quiet achievers who
strengthen our communi-
ties,” Ms Bath said.

More than 250 service
awards have been pre-
sented by the club since
the tradition began.

outdoor blinds,
awhings-+-shutters

dollar
curtains

blinds

your local
outdoor experts

transforming homes
for 55+ years

dc b Wonthaggi

21 Murray St, Wonthaggi
Ph. 5672 2915
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Fake Al image
sparks racist pi

By Rick Koenig

AN  Al-generated image
of Middle Eastern men on
a Phillip Island foreshore
sparked a racist pile-on after
a social media user posted
it to a Facebook group with
35,000 members.

Facebook user Jack Chris-
topher posted the fake im-
age to the Phillip Island No-
tice Board early on Thursday
morning with the caption
“Does anyone know what is
happening down at the fore-
shore this morning?!”

The post drew more than
200 comments including rac-
ist abuse and threats of vio-
lence.

Al detection platform Hive
Moderation rated the image
as 99.9 per cent likely to have
been generated by ChatGPT
before the poster admitted it
was fake and said the incite-
ment was intentional.

“I know, that’s the point,” he
said.

Under new online vilifica-
tion laws being legislated by
the state government the post
would be illegal.

Premier Jacinta Allan this
week announced the accel-
eration of the Justice Legisla-
tion Amendment (Anti-Vilifi-
cation and Social Cohesion)
Bill 2026 which specifically
targets conduct that incites
hatred against groups based

< . Ty,

on race or religion.

The bill includes tougher
penalties for online conduct
and comes amid what Ms Al-
lan called “American-style di-
vision that is starting to creep
more and more into our com-
munity.”

“There should be no place
to hide in this state if you're a
racist stirring up hate on the
streets or online,” Ms Allan
said.

The image showed men of
Middle Eastern appearance
wearing keffiyehs sitting on
what appeared to be the Cow-
es foreshore.

A keffiyeh is a traditional
Arab headdress that has

e,

The AI-generated lmage posted to the Phillip Island Notice
Board Facebook group sparked more than 200 comments
including racist abuse and threats of violence.

become a symbol of Palestin-
ian identity and is frequently
used in anti-Muslim and anti-
immigration content online.

The post is an example of
“ragebait” - provocative con-
tent designed to trigger emo-
tional responses and drive
engagement through outrage.

Facebook parent company
Meta bans threats of violence
against religious or ethnic
groups but ragebait posts de-
signed to provoke abuse often
evade automated detection.

It came during a politically
charged week with pro-Pales-
tine protests held across the
country against the visit of Is-
raeli President Isaac Herzog.

Ile-on

Al-generated misinforma-
tion targeting the Muslim
community spiked sharply
after the December Bondi
Beach massacre with the
Online Hate Prevention In-
stitute identifying 653 piec-
es of online hate content in
the four weeks after the at-
tack.

Responses to the Phillip
Island post included “Looks
like a fresh boat load”,
“TERRORIST SUPPORT-
ERS” and “Hopefully waiting
for a boat to take them to
the Gaza strip.”

Facebook user Mikhaela
Barlow called the post a
“dog whistle”.

“Someone took an image of
the Cowes foreshore and fed
it into an Al generator and
asked it to insert a group of
Middle Eastern men in kef-
fiyehs,” she said.

“The racism didn’t come
from nowhere - it was acti-
vated.”

Mr Christopher said the
image was part of a “broader
discussion about how easily
Al-generated content can in-
fluence online reactions.”

But OpenAl's safety mea-
sures for ChatGPT restrict
images depicting ethnic or
religious groups in political-
ly sensitive contexts unless
specifically prompted.

The post was deleted over-
night on Thursday.

Ambulance Victoria responded to
the scene of a motorcycle crash at
the Wonthaggi Motocross Circuit on
Sunday, February 1.

Coroner’s report
after Wonthaggi

motorcycle fatality

By Michael Giles

POLICE will prepare a report for the
coroner after the death of a man following
a crash in Wonthaggi on Sunday, Febru-
ary 1.

Emergency services were called to the
West Area Road motocross circuit after it
was reported a motorcycle had crashed
on the racetrack just after 1.30pm.

A 19-year-old Eden Park rider was air-
lifted to hospital with critical injuries but
has since died.

Officials of the Victorian Off-Road Cham-
pionship (VORC), Victoria’s premier off-
road racing competition, and members of
the Dandenong Motorcycle Club (DMCC)
have expressed their grief on social media
for a talented young competitor “with an
unbelievable amount of dedication to the
sport he loved”.

“A cheerful,
young man.”

As well as expressing “deepest heart-
felt condolences” to the teenager’s family,
DMCC has expressed its gratitude to its
officials and first responders on the day.

fun and all-round great

Absence
from work
certificates

Our Pharmacists can issue absence
from work certificates for personal
leave and carers leave.

Service fees apply. Subject to Pharmacist’s scope of practice, professional judgement and discretion. Patients may be referred to a medical practitioner.
Ask your employer if they accept leave certificates from a pharmacist. TM21435

k our Pharmacist

today for more info,
or scan OR code to book
now for a consultation

Does your medication
need to be injected?
We can administer
that for you.

If your doctor has prescribed you a medication which
must be injected, ask your trained Pharmacist about:

® which medications we can inject for you

e training on how to self-administer your medications

CareClinic by

£ TerryWhite Chemmart

INVERLOCH
P: 5674 1652

LEONGATHA KORUMBURRA
P: 5662 2183

P: 56551555

Available at TerryWhiteChemmart Leongatha, Inverloch and Korumburra. Conditions apply. See online or call in store for details. TerryWhite Chemmart reserve the right to correct printed errors.
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Victoria has
tough new
bail laws

These laws are aimed at reducing the risk of reoffending,
by making it harder to get bail if you're accused of a
violent crime.

There are also new offences if you break your bail
conditions or commit a crime while on bail.

Scan to learn more about
Victoria’s new bail laws

8 | TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10,2026 | SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES

ORIA

State
Government

Authorised by the Victorian Government,
1 Treasury Place, Melbourne




A similar but slightly smaller cutter suction dredge operated by Hall Contracting will soon be on its way

to Anderson Inlet to start sand renourishment works at Inverloch.

Suction dredge on
Its way to Inverloch

DREDGING of Anderson Inlet to
restore the Inverloch surf beach is
set to start on schedule with the
Hall Contracting sand dredge Kirra
about to make its way to Inverloch.

The dredge and accompany-
ing workboats will be unloaded
and mobilised at Inverloch Char-
ters near Mahers Landing on
Treadwells Road. A grassed area
adjacent to the Inverloch jetty will
be used for an on-site office and
unloading of poly pipes.

Hall Contracting took posses-
sion of the cutter suction dredge
Kirra in March last year and has

By Bruce Wardley

spent about 3,000 man-hours giv-
ing the dredge a total makeover.
Upgrades to the Kirra include
a stern winch to improve the
dredge’s manoeuvring capabili-
ties, conversion to a 24V electrical
system creating a more energy-ef-
ficient control system, a zone con-
trol panel to simplify operation of
the onboard electrical systems, a
state-of-the-art fire suppression
system, and a fresh lick of paint.
A total of 100,000 cubic metres
of sand will be piped onto the

Inverloch surf beach which
DEECA estimates is equivalent to
4,500 tip truck loads. Water qual-
ity tests will be conducted daily to
ensure poor quality water is not
pumped onto the beach.

The pipeline along the surf
beach has been designed to be
moved to higher ground or placed
on blocks during king tides.
According to Hall Contracting the
dredge can continue to operate in
high winds and a light swell al-
though work will be halted during
lightning storms for the safety of
the crew.

"Too scared to go out
at night’ she says

THE 36-year-old Wont-
haggi man charged with a
range of offences after a bi-
zarre incident in the Wont-
haggi shopping centre on
Saturday night, September
27 last year, heard in court
on Friday how his alleged
behaviour had impacted his
victims.

The local woman and her
young daughter who were
allegedly pursued by the of-
fender, who was nude below
the waist while committing
a lewd act in the car park of
the Wonthaggi Plaza Shop-
ping Centre, told Magistrate
Matthew White the incident
had made her anxious and
fearful about going out at
night.

She was also concerned
about the long-term emo-
tional and psychological im-
pact on her daughter.

She said her husband,
who was in the car at the
time of the incident with
the couple’s young son, con-
stantly expressed his con-
cerns every time she left the
house.

“'m not comfortable
about shopping there any-
more and go out of my way
to shop elsewhere,” she
said.

The victim said the inci-
dent had impacted her in-
dependence.

Where she had felt safe
before she said she no lon-
ger went out at night at all
if she could help it, declined
to take shifts at work if it
meant going home in the
dark and was even fearful
of putting the bins out or

feeding the dog outside.

She frequently had flash-
backs about the incident
and was seeking psychologi-
cal support.

The man at the centre of
the incident of public sexual
indecency has been charged
with 12 offences including
sexual touching of a child
under 16, engaging in sexual
activity likely to be seen by
others, exposing his genita-
lia in a public place, assault
and committing indictable
offences while on bail.

He was also charged with
the theft of a $10,000 mo-
torbike and offences alleg-
edly committed while in
the police lockup including
an incident when he flood-
ed his cell by blocking the
pipes.

As well as hearing a vic-
tim impact statement the
alleged offender also had
some other unrelated charg-
es added to the list involving
the theft of three spray paint
cans from Supercheap Auto
in Wonthaggi on September
20 last year.

Allegedly committed in
company with another per-
son the cans were used to
spray paint a nearby LED
advertising sign and trailer.

The case which has al-
ready been before the courts
on several occasions was
not wrapped up on Friday
and is not due to return to
court until April 9 allowing
time for additional psychiat-
ric assessment and reports.

The alleged offender has
been remanded in custody
until that time.

Community Bank
Inverloch

SN0

You're invited
Community Information Session

A Community Grant may be just what your
organisation needs to make a great idea happen.

Come along to our information session regarding
our 2026 Round 1 Grant/Funding Program.

When Monday, February 23, 2026

Time 5.00pm to 6.00pm

Where Community Bank, Inverloch,
16c Williams Street, Inverloch

RSVP By Friday, February 20, 2026 via email
penelope.rowe@bendigoadelaide.com.au
or 0428 742 800

B Bendigo Bank

The Inverloch Community Grants Program is a management account of the Community Enterprise Charitable Fund ABN 12 102 649 968 (the Fund),
The Bendigo Centre, Bendigo VIC 3550. Sandhurst Trustees Limitied ABN 16 004 030 737 AFSL 237906, a subsidiary of Bendigo and Adelaide Bank
Limited ABN 11 068 049 178. AFSL 237879. is the trustee of the Fund. A1390570 OUT 48369687 05/02/2026
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BOOKED?

a table for our
fundraiser
supporting
BlazeAid o

529090

Friday February 13
at Leongatha RSL | 6-9pm

worth of
prizes &
vouchers!
generously donated by locals and local
businesses PLUS our regular $500 worth of
meat raffles, joker poker $$ and members
draw.

This promises to be a fun filled night with all profits
from raffle ticket sales going directly to BlazeAid.
BOOKNOW on 56622747 or leongatha-rsl.com.au

Josh Goff & Ash Greaves |Val and David Prescott

TarryWhital
L harmvimeas |

“ | aplallrfAustmliu
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South Gippsland Shire Council News

Connect with Council

South Gippsland Shire Council is providing
more opportunities for the community to
engage with Council.

Meet the Mayor

Book an appointment to meet with Mayor
Hersey to discuss an idea or issue that's

important to you and your local community.

‘Meet the Mayor' is held on the second
Tuesday of every month between 9.00am
and 11.00am. Half-hour meetings are
available in person at Council’s Main Office,
9 Smith Street, Leongatha, or virtually upon
request. To book a meeting, visit:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
meetthemayor

Please note you will need to complete the
booking form and provide a brief summary
of the issue you would like to discuss.

Connect with Council

Drop in and have a chat with Councillors on
the following dates:

Wednesday 4 March — Venus Bay
Wednesday 3 June — Loch
Wednesday 2 September — Port Welshpool

No booking required — just come along o
the day. Venue locations will be advertise
closer to each date.

Present to Council

Provide an update directly to Councillors
on matters that concern you or your
community.

Presentation time is available on the first
Wednesday of each month from 2.00pm.
These sessions are more structured and
must meet presentation guidelines.

For more information, visit:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
presentingtocouncil

Public Agenda Questions

Submit up to three questions related to an
agenda item, in line with the guidelines.
Learn more at:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
publicquestions

South Gippsland

Shire Council

Free Measles
Vaccine Available

n
d

\ B i \
Measles, Mumps and Rubella (MMR) vaccinations
are available at Council immunisation sessions.
The vaccine is recommended for anyone

born during or after 1966 who does not have
documented evidence of receiving two doses.

Measles is a highly infectious disease that can
cause serious illness. There have been three cases
in Gippsland in recent weeks.

No Medicare card is required to receive a free
vaccine.

To book in at one of Council's community
immunisation sessions, visit:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/immunisation

COUNCIL MEETINGS

The next Council Meeting will be held on
Wednesday 18 February 2026 at 2.00pm.

Details will be available on Council’'s website:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
councilmeetings

To watch the meeting live or when it suits
you, visit:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/live

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Looking for a new job? We might have the
perfect position for you!

Check out our current vacant positions here:

www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
vacantpositions

COMMUNITY GRANTS DROP-IN SESSIONS

The second round of community grants is now
open for application until 31 March 2026.

These grants support initiatives that enhance
the quality of life, heritage, recreation and
cultural opportunities for local residents.

To assist with applications, Council is

hosting drop-in sessions with our Community
Development staff. The next three sessions
will be held at the following times:

Korumburra Library

Wednesday 11 Feb - 10.00am to 3.00pm
Foster Library

Thursday 12 Feb - 10.00am to 3.00pm
Toora Library (Toora Community Hall)
Tuesday 17 Feb - 10.00am to 2.00pm

For more information, visit:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/grants
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REQUEST FOR TENDER

Council is seeking submissions from
qualified companies/applicants for the
following:

RFT/464 - Bridge Street Korumburra
Reconstruction

Tenders close at 2.00pm AEDT on Tuesday 17
February 2026

Documentation is available from Council’s e-
Tendering Portal:

www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/tenders

CONTACT US

9 Smith Street, Leongatha

03 5662 9200
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au
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South Gippsland Shire Council Community Grants recipients at Wednesday’s awards ceremony.

Council grants inject
$116,000 into community

TWENTY successful appli-
cants were acknowledged at an
awards ceremony on Wednes-
day with $116,719 allocated
through round one of South
Gippsland Shire Council’'s
Community Grants program.

The grants went to a diverse
mix of community organisa-
tions across three categories:
Strengthening Community
Sports, Developing Commu-
nity Assets, and Building Com-
munity Capacity and Culture.

“It was a pleasure to celebrate
some of our outstanding local
community groups and clubs
and to hear their exciting plans
for the future,” Mayor Nathan
Hersey said.

Cr Hersey said South
Gippsland Shire has one of the
highest levels of volunteerism
in Australia and the highest in

Gippsland and the Community
Grants program is a way for
council to support community
organisations.

“Council invested $116,719
but these dedicated groups
converted that to more than
$306,000 in project value,” he
said.

Round two is open now with
applications closing on Tues-
day, March 31.

Drop-in information sessions
will be held throughout Febru-

Visit southgippsland.vic.gov.
au/communitygrantinforma-
tion to learn more.

“I strongly encourage com-
munity members to consider
applying for round two and
take advantage of the drop-in
sessions held by council,” Cr
Hersey said.

Successful recipients includ-
ed Poowong Recreation Re-
serve (810,000 for a new oval
mower), Prom Coast Centres
for Children ($10,000), Friends
of Mossvale Park (810,000 for
a master plan), Mount Eccles
Mechanics Institute ($10,000
for hall roof replacement) and
Koonwarra Mechanics Institute
(89,050 for painting the com-
munity hall).

Other grants went to
Poowong Basketball Associa-
tion (88,350 for stadium kiosk
and entrance), Bena Public Hall
(86,400 for replacement gut-
tering), Jumping Horse Club
(85,280 for the Korumburra
Chique Show) and (it'’s no) dra-
ma LTD and ($10,000 for the
coLAB Inclusive Arts Festival).

Loch Memorial Reserve re-
ceived $2,650 for a gazebo

repaint, Opportunity Lochs
$4,031 for kitchen renova-
tions, Korumburra Amateur
Swimming and Life Saving
Club 83,935 for a pool ther-
mal blanket and the Loch 150
Year Celebration Committee
$4,152.

Foster Football Netball Club
received $4,713 for a canteen
refurbishment, Korumburra
RSL Sub-branch $1,700 for
picture rails, South Gippsland
Shire Brass Band $2,322,
Outtrim Reserve Committee
$5,000 for an audio visual sys-
tem, Foster and District Agri-
cultural and Pastoral Society
$1,072 for the Back To Back
Wool Challenge at the 2026 Fos-
ter Show and South Gippsland
Swimming Association $4,975
for a semi-automatic timing
system.

Regional schools calling for fit-for-purpose facilities

GIPPSLAND students will
be returning to classrooms
that have been officially rated
as poor or below average ac-
cording to new Department of
Education data.

Documents secured under
Freedom of Information laws
show 18 Victorian govern-
ment schools in the electorate
of Gippsland South have re-
ceived “poor” or “below aver-
age” School Condition Assess-
ment Scores, which measure
outstanding maintenance
issues, defects and damage
across school buildings and
grounds.

The report rates schools on
a zero to five scale for build-
ing condition, infrastructure
and outstanding mainte-
nance. Scores of 3.25 or be-
low indicate poor condition;
3.26-3.37 are considered av-
erage, with Mirboo North Pri-
mary School receiving a total
score of 3.14.

Mirboo  North  Primary
School scored the lowest,
while schools in Boolarra,
Poowong, Rosedale, Korum-
burra, Yarram, Foster and
other Gippsland communities
were all assessed as below av-
erage.

Assistant principal of Mir-
boo North Primary School,
Anthony Collins, said the
original school wing on site

was built by returned service-
men from World War I.

“It is in the process of being
heritage listed and due to the
age of the original old build-
ing, the roof needs constant
vigilance and at times repair,”
Mr Collins said.

“The ongoing maintenance
is something we plan for and
monitor each year for it to be
kept to heritage scope. That
being said, it’s a lovely wing to
our school and presents as a
beautiful building with unique
classroom layouts and a
warm ambience for students.”

Nationals =~ Member  for
Gippsland  South  Danny
O’Brien said Gippsland chil-
dren deserve better and de-
serve a state government that
will invest in them.

“These numbers reflect
leaking roofs, deteriorat-
ing buildings and facilities
that have not kept pace with
modern learning needs,” Mr
O’Brien said.

“When 18 schools in
Gippsland South fail to meet
an acceptable standard, it is
clear regional students are be-
ing left behind.”

Mr Collins confirmed the
school has an old portable on
site that still houses before
and after school care, along
with a Digital Technologies
classroom.

“Again, we ensure it is func-
tional, but it has been a use-
ful space over the years, in
particular when the school
numbers were at their peak,”
he said.

The gymnasium is also an
issue well known in the area,
and with Premier Jacinta Al-
lan visiting in 2025, she was
fully aware of the situation.

“It is the only indoor gymna-
sium in the town, and all town
user groups face constant
struggles with the facility be-
ing able to provide adequate
conditions for safe and reli-
able use,” Mr Collins said.

“The playing surface is lino
over concrete, which has over
time been an issue for user
groups to conduct adequate
indoor training, Both primary
and secondary schools utilise
the site to the best of their
ability, but we do hope for fu-
ture generations to be at the
end of something much more
fit for purpose.”

The stadium has received
political attention at different
times and government grant
proposals have been suggest-
ed as ways forward.

“However, in my time here
over the last decade, there
seems to be limited funding,”
he said.

“A working group has start-
ed to establish connections

with user groups, along with
the primary and secondary
schools, collaborating to en-
sure the best road forward
for revenue support and grant
applications.”

Nationals Member for East-
ern Victoria Melina Bath has
gone into bat for local schools
identified in the recent 2025
School Conditions Report,
demanding the Allan govern-
ment prioritise school up-
grades in her electorate.

Speaking in state parlia-
ment, Ms Bath said the Allan
government has a responsi-
bility to properly maintain
school buildings, grounds
and equipment.

“Our children are our great-
est asset, and they deserve
modern, fit-for-purpose edu-
cational facilities in which to
learn.”

On a positive note, Mr Col-
lins said the school grounds
have benefited from the Victo-
rian School Building Author-
ity continuing to work along-
side staff by recently funding
the whole school perimeter
fence.

“Ramps are undergoing
structural changes currently,
which will improve access
and better meet code for
building entries. This work
was commenced last year and
is continuing,” he said.

Mayor’s

Message

South Gippsland
Shire Cauncit

Cr Nathan
Hersey

OUR local area is enriched and strength-
ened by the support and dedication of the
many people who contribute and volun-
teer through our local clubs, groups, com-
mittees and churches.

We live in a world where many people are
inward focussed, yet in South Gippsland,
we have one of the highest levels of vol-
unteerism anywhere in Australia and cer-
tainly the highest in Gippsland.

It's always a pleasure to recognise and
thank those people who make our com-
munity and region so strong.

Community Grants

Last week, we celebrated the successful
Community Grant recipients. These cele-
bration events are the perfect opportunity
to see how our investment in grants can
be turned into great projects by passion-
ate local groups. In this round, Council
invested $116,719, but these dedicated
groups converted that to over $306,000 in
project value!

This is one of the most direct ways we
support our community, and I am proud
that our Council has committed to sup-
port the Community Grants each year.

Thank you to Cr John Schelling and Cr
Bron Beach for assisting with the presen-
tation of certificates and recognising our
locals who contribute so much.

The current round of Community Grants
closes on March 31. You can get tailored
support by attending one of our Informa-
tion Sessions. Check out these details and
apply at: www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
grants

Access and Inclusion
Advisory Committee

The Committee has been doing a great
job working towards developing an Access
and Inclusion Plan for South Gippsland.
The Committee is now taking Expressions
of Interest from local organisation rep-
resentatives to be part of this important
work.

If you believe your organisation can
make a difference on this Committee,
please complete an Expression of Interest
by Wednesday 25 February at: www.south-
gippsland.vic.gov.au/access-inclusion-
committee

Measles

Exposure sites for measles have been
identified in Gippsland. Council is cur-
rently providing free Measles, Mumps
and Rubella (MMR) vaccines for anyone
who may not have previously received two
doses. This includes people aged 20 to 59
years, anyone born during or after 1966,
people who do not have documented evi-
dence of receiving two doses, or serologi-
cal evidence of immunity.

You can book online at: www.southgi-
ppsland.vic.gov.au/immunisation

Upcoming Events

Looking for a step back into yesteryear?
The Friends of Coal Creek are running a
Federation Cricket and Picnic Day on Sun-
day, February 15 from 10am to 4pm. En-
joy a family-friendly day including crick-
et and a grand picnic on the green, plus
plenty of traditional games such as quoits,
bean toss and sack races. It's sure to be a
great event!

The Festival of Small Halls is returning
to South Gippsland, and this time it is
visiting Foster and Poowong East on Fri-
day, February 27 and Saturday, February
28 respectively. Doors open from 6.30pm
with the show beginning at 7.30pm. At
Poowong East, you are welcome to BYO a
picnic. For more information and tickets,
please visit: www.festivalofsmallhalls.com

Let's get out and celebrate that South
Gippsland is a great place to live, work
and enjoy!
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YOU CAN'T CONTROL FIRE.
BUT YOU CAN CONTROL
WHEN YOU LEAVE.

When the Fire Danger Rating is Extreme or
Catastrophic, leaving early is your safest option.

Elh'l...EI Download the VicEmergency app
% or go to emergency.vic.gov.au

!
HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW Fifit?

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne




The school leadership group at Inverloch Primary School which has now reached full capacity (front row) Lawson, Emmy,
Matilda and Charlotte (middle row) Ava, Tiana, Henry, Jack, Oskar, Rosie, Isla, Bella, Alana, Eva, Macy and Zahli (back row)
Matilda, Celena, Alistair, Lenny, Lewis, Hazel, Coco and Hazel. B20 0526

Inverloch Primary School reaches capacity

CAPE Paterson primary
school kids could soon find
themselves with limited choices.

With 470 students enrolled
this year at Inverloch Primary
School, Inverloch has reached
full capacity and can no longer
accept enrolments from Cape
Paterson.

For parents who work in
Inverloch or access childcare
or kindergarten in the town,
Wonthaggi is now the only op-
tion with no plans for a primary
school at Cape Paterson.

School zones in Cape Pater-
son, Wonthaggi and Inverloch
are determined by the Victo-
rian Department of Education

By Bruce Wardley

residing within the closest gov-
ernment school zone.

According to a Department of
Education spokesperson, every
student is guaranteed the right
to attend their local Victorian
government school and stu-
dents can also choose to enrol
at a school outside their zone
if the school has sufficient ac-
commodation.

All school enrolment zones
are reviewed annually to take
account of new and any closed
schools, to balance demand
and supply and provide the best
access to Victorian government
schools for local students.

School zones are based on the
shortest practical route from a
parent’s permanent home to
their local school.

Enrolments at other schools
are possible only if there is
capacity based on the Depart-
ment of Education’s placement
priority order which includes
siblings at the school.

If a child lives at multiple ad-
dresses, the permanent resi-
dence for a child is the address
where they spend most of their
weekdays.

The priority order of place-
ment for out-of-zone enrol-
ments starts with students
with a sibling at the same

are attending school at the
same time.

All other students are consid-
ered in order of the closeness
of their home to the school.

Applications on compassion-
ate grounds are considered on
a case-by-case basis if a fam-
ily’s circumstances are chal-
lenging and the designated lo-
cal school is not suitable.

Families can find their lo-
cal school by visiting find-
myschool.vic.gov.au.

If a school decides not to ac-
cept an application for enrol-
ment, parents can appeal.

For more information about
the appeal process go to vic.gov.

Independent regulator
makes final decision
on Project Marinus

THE first stage of the giant Mari-
nus Link project set to begin con-
struction at Sandy Point this month
has been given the final go-ahead by
the Australian Energy Regulator.

Marinus Link CEO Stephanie
McGregor welcomed the AER’s de-
cision as bookending the project’s
assessment and planning phase,
paving the way for full construction.

“We thank the AER for recognis-
ing our discipline in managing the
project’s construction costs on be-
half of electricity consumers,” Ms
McGregor said.

“Our role now, as a regulated
company and the custodians of na-
tional energy infrastructure, is to
deliver efficiently, responsibly, and
ensure the benefits are enduring for
all Tasmanians and Victorians.

“Preparatory works are already
underway across our project foot-
print.

“This final decision gives us the
confidence to take construction
into full swing later this year.”

The AER is responsible for en-
suring energy consumers have
access to a reliable and secure
market and that they pay no more
than necessary for energy to their
homes and businesses.

This is done by setting the maxi-
mum amount of revenue that mo-
nopoly electricity networks and
natural gas pipelines can earn
from consumers.

Marinus Link is a national elec-
tricity and data interconnector
project between North West Tas-
mania and the Latrobe Valley in
Victoria.

Marinus Link Pty Ltd is jointly
owned by the Commonwealth of
Australia, the State of Tasmania

with priority given to students permanent address who au/enrolling-foundation-prep. and the State of Victoria.

0% EVENT.

Get 0% financing for 36 months on select John Deere 5 & 6 Series tractors!

Getting the tractor you need shouldn’t slow everything

else down. With Brandt’s flexible finance options, you can
upgrade to a John Deere 5 or 6 Series while keeping your
cash available to keep the rest of your operation moving.

Choose from in-stock machines or factory-order the right
configuration — then structure financing that fits your
season, your workload, and your long-term plans. It's

a practical upgrade that keeps your operation moving
forward without overextending.

Talk to a Brandt finance
specialist or request a demo
at your local Brandt dealer!

Brandt Maffra
(03) 5147 1122

Brandt Pakenham
(03) 5941 5966

Brandt Leongatha
(03) 5667 6600

Brandt

*Terms and conditions apply. Finance available from John Deere Financial Limited to approved commercial applicants only. Finance rates of 0% based on 30% deposit of GST inclusive price and 36-month term.
Offer is only available on John Deere 5M, 6E, 6M, and 6R Tractors. Fees and charges apply. Unless amended or withdrawn early, offer ends 31/03/26.
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* FAITH FACTOR

1€803N

Why [ will not compromise my faith

IN A world where almost ev-
erything is negotiable, many
people ask why there are some
Christians who refuse to com-
promise their faith.

Opinions change.

Laws shift.

New discoveries reshape how
we understand life.

“Surely,” many say, “faith
should evolve with the times.”

But Christian faith is not built
on changing ideas or social
trends.

It is built on a living person,
Jesus Christ.

When I was growing up, my
parents used the phrase “fair-
weather friends” to describe
people who stayed close when
life was easy but disappeared
when things became hard.

To some, faith is treated the
same way, embraced when con-
venient, adjusted when -chal-
lenged and abandoned when it
becomes uncomfortable.

But real faith, like real friend-
ship, is revealed in the storm.

There was a time when my life
was dominated by alcoholism,
drug addiction, self-harm and
suicidal thoughts.

I searched desperately for
peace, stability and meaning.

I tried many ways to fix my-
self and escape the cycle I was
trapped in.

Nothing worked.

I was exhausted, hopeless and
unable to change my life on my
own.

That is when I encountered
Jesus Christ.

Jesus did not offer me a tem-
porary solution or a self-help
program.

..a.-is" A
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By Ps Karen Evans
Wonthaggi Christian Life Centre

He offered forgiveness, free-
dom and a new life.

Through Jesus, I discovered
that God had not turned away
from me, even at my lowest
point.

Where there had been chaos,
Jesus brought order.

Where there had been despair,
He brought hope.

Where there had been empti-
ness, He gave me a reason to live.

My life was not simply im-
proved, it was transformed.

This is why I will not compro-
mise my faith.

When Jesus Christ rescued
me, restored me and gave me
a new life, faith became more
than belief.

It became trust in the One
who gave His life and rose again
so that I can truly live.

I cannot give credit to any-
thing else for the change Jesus
brought to my life.

Faith in Jesus is not about
resisting progress or ignoring
change.

It is about standing firm in
the truth that only Jesus Christ
can heal the human heart and
give lasting hope.

When everything else failed
me, He did not.

If you wonder why some
Christians remain steadfast,
the answer is simple: when Je-
sus gives you a new life, you do
not walk away from Him.

And perhaps the most impor-
tant question is this: have you
encountered Jesus Christ for
yourself?

Lomd
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Join us to celebrate all things garlic!
Learn how to grow, cook, and taste this culinary gem,

Culinary
Delights

ORIlA

SkTia
Crixwdrme=arn b

VICTORIA

EVERY BIT DIFFERENT

Live Music

Entertainment

MAGIC Beach, by Fish Creek’s
Alison Lester, has been named
Guardian Australia’s “Best Chil-
dren’s Picture Book of all Time”.

It won a popular poll, in which
as many as 15,000 votes were
cast daily for the top 50 chil-
dren’s books, from when voting
opened on January 27 until the
winner was announced on Fri-
day, February 6.

Interestingly enough, Ms Les-
ter was visiting the beach that
was the inspiration for the 1990
award-winning classic, Walker-
ville South, when she was advised
that Magic Beach had topped the
poll last Thursday.

“That is fabulous news and how
amazing it is that I am at Magic
Beach while you are telling me,”
Ms Lester told the Guardian.

During an interview with
Gippsland ABC radio on Friday,
Ms Lester explained why she
thought the book resonated so
strongly with Australian children
and their parents but had not
had the same connection over-
seas.

“I was saying to someone yes-
terday that of all my books, Magic
Beach is probably the least trans-
lated,” Ms Lester told ABC’s Bec
Symons.

“And I think maybe that the
way we go to the beach here in
Australia doesn't kind of fit in
with everyone else’s, like we
don’t have a lot of banana loung-
es. It's all a bit wild and woolly.
But yeah, I think Australians
love the beach, and that's why
that focus resonated for such a

Chef Cooking

long time,” she said.

Saturday
February 28

9am - 5pm
Lestisal Korumburra Showgrounds

all while enjoying food, music, and activities with the community!

Demos

Adults - $15, Children (3-16) - $5

Concession - $10, Family* - $35, Under 3 - Free

* Family : 2 adults, 2 children (3-16)
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Alison’s ‘Magic Beach’
Gl natlonal treasure
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Fish Creek’s Alison Lester signs books for young fans during
a visit to Berninneit in Cowes last year.

“I think it resonates with people
because it's something that they
do. I think that opening rhyme is
really lovely, ‘at our beach, at our
magic beach’, and I have no idea
where that came from now.”
Ms Lester said she felt very for-
tunate “to be on the same page”
as a lot of people, and that her
books had been supported when
the work of really fabulous artists
had not found a market.
Ms Lester is a regular at her
shop in Fish Creek.
The top 10 Australian Chil-
dren’s Picture Books voted on in
the Guardian poll are as follows:
1. Magic Beach written and illus-
trated by Alison Lester - 2,557
votes

2. Possum Magic by Mem Fox, il-
lustrated by Julie Vivas - 1782
votes

Free Kids
Activities

Book Tickets now!

3. Where is the Green Sheep? by
Mem Fox, illustrated by Judy
Horacek - 1609 votes

4. Diary of a Wombat by Jackie
French, illustrated by Bruce
Whatley - 1556 votes

5. My Shadow is Pink by Scott
Stuart - 1436 votes

6. Animalia by Graeme Base -
1340 votes

7. Room on Our Rock by Kate
and Jol Temple - 1290 votes

8. There’s a Hippopotamus on
Our Roof Eating Cake by Hazel
Edwards illustrated by Debo-
rah Niland - 1267 votes.

9. Come Over to My House by
Sally Rippin and Eliza Hull,
illustrated by Daniel Gray-
Barnett - 1008 votes.

10. All the Ways to Be Smart by

Davina Bell, illustrated by
Allison Colpoys - 1002.




Energy grant empowers

Waterline community

GRANTVILLE Recre-
ation Reserve has received
a 833,630 grant from Aus-
Net's Energy Resilience
Community Fund to boost
its emergency prepared-
ness.

The funding has allowed
the Committee of Manage-
ment to install a solar-
generated battery backup
system and an auto-start
generator at the hall.

The system will enable
Waterline community
members and emergency
services personnel to ac-
cess a functioning commu-
nity hub during emergen-
cies and unplanned power
outages such as the Febru-
ary 2024 storm cell event
and The Gurdies bushfires
last December.

The reserve and hall are
managed by volunteers ap-
pointed by the Minister for
the Department of Energy,
Environment and Climate
Action.

“While hall hire and mar-
ket stall holder fees mostly
cover the operating and
maintenance costs, the

Grantville Recreation

committee relies on grant
funds to make improve-
ments to the hall and the
reserve,” committee secre-
tary Di Goeman said.

The committee thanked
Sam Leighton and his
team from Sunscape Solar
in Grantville for their ini-
tial advice on the system,
their professionalism and

of

Committee
Management members Di Goeman (secretary), Helen
Zervopoulos (president) and Daniel Baker (treasurer)
with the new solar battery backup system and
generator.

Reserve

quality installation.

Local resident Mike Boy-
er also donated his time
to install protective safety
fencing around the genera-
tor.

For more information
about the Grantville Rec-
reation Reserve and Hall,
visit ~ www.grantvillehall.
com.au.

Still planning what's next for Wonthaggi Hospital

THE Age is reporting that
two major hospital up-
grades promised by Labor
at the 2022 election are late
and two others including
West Gippsland Hospital
and Wonthaggi Hospital are
still in their early stages.

The $290 million in up-
grades at Wonthaggi were
promised to be delivered
by 2027.

A spokesperson for the
Allan government said all
four projects were undergo-
ing detailed planning work
which had been funded in
previous budgets.

It is essentially what they
said when they handed
down the 2024-25 state
budget and when respond-
ing to the Sentinel-Times in

December last year.

“Meanwhile, planning
continues for the remaining
four Hospital Infrastruc-
ture Delivery Fund proj-
ects, including the second
stage of the Wonthaggi Hos-
pital, delivering additional
capacity and a new birth-
ing complex for families on
the Bass Coast,” from the
2024-25 state budget.

A  spokesperson for
Health Minister Mary-Anne
Thomas responded when
the Sentinel-Times asked
about the status of the
promised Wonthaggi Hos-
pital funding in December
last year.

“Were continuing with
detailed planning work to
expand Wonthaggi Hospital

- funding for this planning
was provided in previous
budgets,” the spokesper-
son said.

“In Victoria, we have a sig-
nificant pipeline of health
infrastructure projects - we
are staging the delivery of
our major hospital invest-
ments, helping to make
sure we balance these
builds with our broader in-
frastructure agenda.”

“We've already deliv-
ered a number of major
health projects across West
Gippsland and the Latrobe
Valley including the major
expansion of Latrobe Re-
gional Hospital and new
ambulance stations in Tr-
aralgon, Moe, Warragul and
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measles?

You may not have received two doses
of the measles-mumps-rubella (MMR)
vaccine, and are at risk of measles, if:

— You were born between 1966 to 1992
— You were born overseas

Morwell.”

Stumbling
blocks

By Daniel Prior, Partner, Prior Law

DURING COVID, which seems

like a distant and suppressed
memory now, I toyed with the idea
of importing a record pressing
machine so that I could start a
record pressing company. I didn’t
have the money to do so (the new
ones are frightfully expensive),
lacked all the necessary skill to do
so, had no time to so, but when I
was appearing in Court whilst on
a desk in my daughter’s bedroom,
locked away from the world, it
seemed like a good idea and I went
down that rabbit hole nonetheless.

I had, up to this point, been a

bit oblivious to how complex the
steps were to create a record and
soon realised that whilst I may

be able to press the “biscuit” or
“puck” of vinyl, I could not do so
without a master record and the
stampers, which have their own
intricate complexities well beyond
me. Over time, the dream gave way
to reality. I am ok with that. But I
still love listening to music on the
record player. We recently sourced
one for the office for the late in the
afternoon pick me up Chopin or
Rachmaninov.

I have Paul Kelly’s album Foggy
Highway on record. Many, many
times has the record spun in my
loungeroom. “Stumbling block”
is the opening track and every
time I listen to it is nice to know
that even a lyricist of the like of
Paul Kelly might be occasionally
afflicted by a stumbling block.

A stumbling block, as a figurative

term, is as old as the hills and has
its roots in something that causes

someone to lose faith in Jesus.

Most would now consider that a
stumbling block is something that
prevents them from moving on, an
obstacle or impediment. This is
the nature of the stumbling block
in Paul Kelly’'s song.

Day to day, we see many people
with stumbling blocks that are
prevent them from moving on.

Discussions with family never had,

postponed indefinitely. Decrepit
fences never fixed. Relationships
that have withered never ended.
Part of our job is to try and help
them move on in some way, to
move past the stumbling block.

In my car I listen to streaming
music. Originally, when I started
listening to streaming music, I
wanted to listen exclusively to
albums, pretending I still had a
CD stacker in the boot. Over time,
that gave way as I searched for the
song that best summed up where I
was at, at that moment. The result
has been a rather distracted and
impatient listening, rarely letting
more than a couple of songs

play out before skipping to find
another.

I was disappointed with where my
music listening patience had gone.

But we need patience. We need

to be making decisions not

just about how we feel in the
immediate, but what we know
we will need into the future. We
need to be continually reminding
ourselves that if we play our cards
right, we have a long time on this
here earth, and being impatient
about it, isn’t going to serve us in
the long term.

Using the patience and giving
ourselves the time, we need to
keep working out how to move
past the stumbling blocks in our
lives.

For my part, I am going back to
albums, and as the musical arc

of the album washes over me, my
mind will rest and I will try and
work through any stumbling block
that may lie in front of me.

As the year is back and rollicking
along, I wish everyone a safe

and enjoyable 2026. Move aside
your stumbling blocks and look
forward to what the year will
bring.

PRIOR LAW

SOUTH
GIPPSLAND'S

PROPERTY LAW

EXPERTS

Book your appointment today
with Daniel Prior, a Partner of
Prior Law and an Accredited

Specialist in Property Law.

Call (03) 5662 3401

Prior Law
28 Bair Street, Leongatha VIC 3953

— You are travelling overseas ‘

— You are aged 19 or less
and missed childhood
vaccinations

info@priorlaw.com.au
www.priorlaw.com.au

é‘

South Gippsland
Shire Council

HM12908-V7
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Fish Creek pushes
for more parking
after streetscape

overhaul

FISH Creek Hardware
owner Brad Anderson is
still battling parking prob-
lems months after South
Gippsland Shire Council’s
streetscape plan reshaped
the town centre.

The Fish Creek Commu-
nity Development Group
(FCCDG) has drawn up a
document for locals outlin-
ing where things stand.

Since the removal of the
cenotaph parking area and
turning circle, traffic on
the road between the rail
trail and the service station
has increased dramatically
along with the road to the
tennis courts and CFA.

Following a December
10 meeting with council,
FCCDG were told there is
no funding for further work
in the near future. Council
said it would monitor the
area once streetscape works
are complete.

The group have discussed
options to ease parking and
traffic flow including using
spots further from the main
strip, parking on the grass
south of the community gar-
den and encouraging trades
and shop owners to park on
Ryan Street.

FCCDG is also request-
ing  short-term  parking
signs outside the Post Of-
fice, Pharmacy and General
Store.

A community meeting will
be held on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 11 in the Memorial
Hall at 7pm.

Visage brings holistic facial
Leongatha

rejuvenation to

LEONGATHA business Visage
Dento-Facial Cosmetics held its
launch event on Thursday eve-
ning with attendees enjoying
generous hospitality and seeing
demonstrations of some of the
available treatments to help peo-
ple look and feel their best.

The expert Visage team offers
advanced facial rejuvenation and
cosmetic treatments to enhance
and complement your smile.

“You smile with your whole
face, not just the teeth,” founder
and owner Dr Dean Kim said,
his extensive experience as a lo-
cal cosmetic dentist leading him
to take a more holistic approach.

He said community members
have been taking an interest in
what is happening at the Bair Street
site and he is excited to declare the
business fully operational.

“We are complementing cos-
metic dentistry with dermal ther-
apy and cosmetic medicine, with
the cosmetic medicine and der-
mal therapy provided at Visage
clinic,” Dr Kim said, explaining
South Gippsland Dental Clinic
handles the cosmetic dentistry.

Dermal therapies at Visage in-
clude chemical peels, facials,
microneedling, radio frequency
treatment, IPL and LED therapy.

Clinic coordinator Emily Mc-
Gillivray said the focus is on
long-term skin health and reju-
venation.

“We look beyond individual
treatments and consider life-
style, diet and overall wellbe-
ing to address the underlying

causes, not just the symptoms,”
Ms McGillivray said.

Cosmetic injectables such as
dermal fillers and Botox are also
available.

Dr Kim outlined the expertise
of the team, including his expe-
rience as a dentist and further
qualifications as an accredited
Fellow of the International Acad-
emy for Dental Facial Aesthetics,
having also completed a Master’s
degree in Aesthetic Dentistry at
King’'s College London.

Bella Kim is a dermal thera-
pist with a strong background in
pharmacy and skin health.

Ms McGillivray holds a degree
in Applied Health Science (Der-
mal Therapy).

Registered nurse Katrina Di

Mauro, who holds a postgradu-
ate diploma in cosmetic nursing
and injectables, will join the clin-
ic in March.

“We've got highly qualified pro-
fessionals here to look after peo-
ple’s health and aesthetics in one
place,” Dr Kim said.

He stressed that Visage focus-
es on delivering evidence-based
practice and uses the latest tech-
nology.

The business takes a holistic
approach, developing a treat-
ment plan for each client that
considers all aspects of health
and aesthetics rather than focus-
ing on selling a specific service or
product.

A comprehensive skin analysis
ispartofthe processindeveloping
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The Visage Dento-Facial Cosmetics team at the Leongatha launch event on Thursday evening.

a treatment plan that is then dis-
cussed in detail with the client.

Diet and lifestyle habits are
considered with the aim of go-
ing beyond providing remedies
by addressing causative factors.

Dr Kim has been a dentist at
South Gippsland Dental Clinic
for 14 years.

“What I love about being a
dentist is to restore people’s
health but also the confidence
to smile again,” he said, with
Visage enhancing that confi-
dence through its comprehen-
sive treatments.

“It's a space where innovation,
skill and compassion come to-
gether to help people look and
feel their best every day,” Dr
Kim said of Visage.

VISAGE

At Visage Dento-Facial Cosmetics, we are redefining
the art of aesthetic transformation. By seamlessly
integrating advanced dermal therapy with high-end
dental aesthetics, we take a full-face approach —
co-ordinating your skin, facial structure, and smile to
create a balanced, naturally beautiful result.
Experience a cohesive transformation designed with
precision, integrity, and artistry.

OPENNOW

TUESDAY - FRIDAY

9AM-5PM

32-34 Bair street Leongatha

56399700

@visagedentofacial

Dento-Facial
Cosmetics

16 | TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10,2026 | SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES




Work is set to start on a $1 million extension of the Phillip Island Road roundabout

at the intersection of Woolamai Beach Road to be funded by the National Vietnam
Veterans Museum ahead of the development of a new museum at some time in

the future.

Hard road ahead for
Vietham museum

THE people who opposed
the construction of a new
National Vietnam Veterans
Museum on Phillip Island
have potentially cost the
group S35 million or more
in future construction costs.

Just as importantly, they
have likely robbed the Viet-
nam Veterans who now
volunteer at the existing
museum the chance to see
the new facility in their own
lifetime.

As well as that, they have
cost them the opportunity
to collect valuable pieces of
Vietnham War memorabilia
from the USA in particular
for the proposed museum.

But they have faced chal-
lenges before.

And they are just getting
on with it.

This week, observant visi-
tors to Phillip Island and lo-
cals have noticed some relo-
catable works offices being

positioned on the site of the
new museum opposite the
old airport beside Phillip Is-
land Road.

Surely that means a start
to works.

“Well, were not at that
stage yet,” said general
manager of the National
Vietnam Veterans Museum
Braxton Laine.

“Its a condition of the
planning permit that we
provide access to the site
via the fourth arm of the
roundabout at Woolamai
Beach Road.

“The committee is yet to
decide on a construction
schedule after that.”

The cost of simply con-
structing a 40-metre section
of the roundabout is not
peanuts.

It is more than $1 mil-
lion with pavement, kerb
and channel and footpaths
priced in.

Vietnam  veteran and
NVVM committee mem-
ber John Methven said the
alarming rise in construc-
tion costs from $35 million
to more than $70 million in
the four years of the plan-
ning dispute could force the
group into a fallback posi-
tion.

“We might have to look at
improving the existing mu-
seum and staying there for
a bit longer,” Mr Methven
said.

But he says the group is
still committed to going
ahead at some time in the
future.

But it is a big ask.

Mr Laine says there is a
meeting of the group later
in February to decide a way
forward but acknowledges
that the work on the round-
about to provide access to
the new museum site is at
least a positive sign.

Dumped items continue to impact op shops

LEONGATHA'S St Peter’s
Op Shop, like other such
community  enterprises,
continues to be negatively
impacted by dumped un-
usable items, volunteers
recently arriving to discov-
er a mattress, and that's
just the tip of the iceberg,
despite previous publicity
about the issue.

“Dumped goods means
less gets donated back to
our community due to the
cost of removal and it cre-
ates extra work for our vol-
unteers,” St Peter’s posted
on its Facebook page this
month.

Coordinator Coral John-
ston has previously told
the Sentinel-Times about
the entirely volunteer staff
starting their days dealing
with dirty clothing and un-
usable kitchen items left
overnight.

She remarked that a
volunteer with a trailer
sometimes makes multiple
trips during the week to a
council transfer station to
dispose of worthless items
left outside the shop.

While council charges for
hard waste disposal are
likely a factor in prompt-
ing dumping, many un-
wanted items left there
could have been disposed

By Andrew Paloczi

of in a domestic rubbish
bin for kerbside collection.

“We're so grateful for the
generosity of those who
support our Op Shop; your
donations help us care for
our community in very real
ways,” the recent St Peter’s
post states.

Ms Johnston has previ-
ously explained the im-
portance of those donating
items suitable for sale do-
ing so by visiting the store
when it is open.

“Things that are left in
the night, if theyre any
good theyre pinched, or
the bags are gone through
and they just spread it all
over the yard,” she said.

Currently, space con-
straints mean donations
of items aren’t being taken,
with people encouraged
to hold onto them until
the store is able to accept
them.

The recent unwanted
mattress was thrown into
a yard area outside the
store beside a sign stating,
“Please note no more dona-
tions until further notice”,
landing on and breaking
a gaming chair that would
have been of value, along
with glassware.

Highlighting other po-
tential impacts of unclean
items such as mattresses
and clothing, the ABC re-
cently reported that the
Daylesford Community Op
Shop had to temporarily
closed due to a donation
infested with bed bugs.

“The store has lost thou-
sands of dollars’ worth
of items and spent about
83,000 on cleaning ser-
vices so far,” it was stated.

At that stage, two fur-
ther deep cleans were re-
quired to reopen the store
with the ABC commenting
that, “There are fears the
financial impact will be
too much to overcome.”

Money raised through
St Peter’s Op Shop con-
tributes to the running of
weekly community lunch-
es at St Peter’s Church.

Support for BlazeAid to
assist those impacted by
recent fires is a current
priority.

The Op Shop also con-
tributes to the purchase
of instruments for the
South Gippsland Shire
Brass Band.

Unwanted dumped
items have a negative ef-
fect on what can be di-
rected to such worthy
causes.

Inflation: what the
RBA's Latest Decisions

Mean for Australians

By David Caporale,
Chief Investment Officer of RELIcapital

we hear often, but it can feel distant or

abstract. Inflation affects everyday life,
from the cost of groceries and electricity to
how far retirement savings stretch.

Put simply, inflation measures how
quickly prices are rising. When inflation
is high, your money buys less than it used
to. When it’s lower and stable, household
budgets are easier to manage.

Inﬂation is one of those economic words

Where inflation sits today

According to the latest data, Australia’s
annual inflation rate is around 3.8 per
cent. This is lower than the peak reached
in recent years, but still above the Reserve
Bank of Australia’s (RBA) target range of 2
to 3 per cent.

That target range matters. The RBA be-
lieves inflation between 2 and 3 per cent
supports steady economic growth, rising
wages over time, and helps protect the
value of savings. Inflation above that level
erodes purchasing power, especially for
people on fixed or semi-fixed incomes.

Why the RBA raised interest rates

In February 2026, the RBA lifted the offi-
cial cash rate to 3.85 per cent, responding
to inflation proving more stubborn than
expected. This decision wasn't about short-
term discomfort, but about slowing price
growth over the medium term.

Interest rates are the RBAs main tool
for managing inflation. When rates rise,
borrowing becomes more expensive.
This tends to reduce spending across the
economy, easing pressure on prices. When
rates fall, borrowing and spending usually
increase.

The RBA has made it clear that its prior-
ity remains bringing inflation back toward
the 2-3 per cent range, even if that takes
time.

What this means in everyday terms

For many Australians, particularly retir-
ees and near-retirees, higher interest rates
can feel like a mixed bag,

On the one hand:

* Savings accounts and interest bearing
deposits often pay higher interest when
rates rise

¢ People relying partly on interest income
may see some benefit

On the other hand:

* Mortgage repayments rise for those with
variable loans
* Personal and car loans become more ex-
pensive
* Businesses may pass on higher costs,
keeping prices elevated
Inflation doesn't affect every expense
equally. Essentials such as food, utilities,
insurance and healthcare often rise faster
than discretionary items. This is why infla-
tion can feel more painful than the head-
line number suggests.

Why inflation takes
time to come down

Many people wonder why inflation
doesn't simply fall once interest rates rise.
The answer is that inflation responds
slowly. Price pressures are influenced by
global supply chains, energy costs, labour
shortages and consumer demand - not
just interest rates.

The RBAs own forecasts suggest inflation
may remain above target for some time be-
fore gradually easing closer to the desired
range over the next couple of years. That
means households are likely to continue
feeling pressure, even as progress is made.

What retirees should keep in mind

For retirees, inflation is particularly im-
portant because it affects how long sav-
ings last. Even modest price increases
compound over time. A cost that rises by
nearly 4 per cent each year can noticeably
reduce purchasing power over a decade.

Keeping an eye on spending, reviewing
savings returns, and understanding why
rates move can help retirees feel more in
control, even when economic conditions
are uncertain.

The bottom line

Inflation may no longer dominate head-
lines the way it once did, but it remains a
key issue for households and policymak-
ers alike. The RBAs recent actions reflect
an ongoing effort to balance price stability
with economic growth.

Understanding inflation and why interest
rates change won't lower prices on its own.
But it does help make sense of what's hap-
pening to everyday costs and why the path
back to “normal” takes time.

The information above does not consti-
tute financial or other professional advice
and is general in nature. It does not take
into account your specific circumstanc-
es and should not be acted on without a
full understanding of your current situa-
tion and future goals and objectives by
a fully qualified financial advisor. Before
you make any decision about whether to
acquire a certain financial product, you
should obtain and read the relevant prod-
uct disclosure statement.

3 REL'capital

03 5662 2529

our office.

Over 47 Years of

Investments in Real Estate Loans

Variable interest rates starting from:

6.00

Fixed term investment with
no entry or exit fees.

PN

i relicapital.com.au

’ Rate current 1 February 2026. An investment with RELI Capital is not a bank or term deposits, and investors risk losing some or all
of their money. The rates of return are not guaranteed, and may be lower than expected. Generally there is no right of early
withdrawal prior to maturity of the investment term and there is a risk that redemption at maturity may be delayed. Before deciding
to invest consider RELI Capital's Product Disclosure Statement and Target Market Determination by visiting relicapital.com.au or

* FINANCIAL LITERACY MADE SIMPLE

JA23268-V8
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A changing retall Iandscape 8% Modern Male Menswear closes
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After 23 years at the helm, Modern Male Menswear owner Robert Buchan is pictured
with his dogs Ollie and Tyler.

AFTER more than four decades of
trading in the streets of Korumburra,
Modern Male Menswear is preparing
to close its doors for the final time as
the latest casualty of a shifting retail
landscape.

Owner Robert Buchan has been run-
ning the store since 2003 and says fi-
nancial strain is the primary reason
behind the closure.

“If 'm being honest, I'm just not
making money anymore,” Mr Buchan
said.

“I've been going backwards for quite
a while now and working outside the
business just to keep the doors open,
hoping things would turn around.

“They haven't.”

There have been several owners
of Modern Male Menswear over the
course of 45 years with Mr Buchan at
the helm for the last 23.
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To find a bulk billing GP near you visit
health.gov.au/bulkbilling
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Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra
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By Trent Westaway

He said the store is likely to continue
trading until the end of March though
an exact closing date is dependent on
many factors including stock levels
and the sale of the building,

The premises were recently put on
the market following the death of the
landlord.

“If everything goes to plan, we’ll be
here until the end of March,” he said.

“But if I run out of stock earlier or the
building sells and the new owner needs
me out, then that's when it will end.”

The closure comes amid a wave of
retail shutdowns across Australia
with national chains Rivers, Katies,
Jeanswest and Country Road among
those to close stores or collapse into
administration since 2024.

Business insolvencies hit a record
high of more than 11,000 in the
2023-24 financial year with regional
retailers among the hardest hit.

Mr Buchan said the ripple effects of
COVID, an increase in online shop-
ping, rising interest rates and chang-
ing spending habits have all drasti-
cally altered the way people spend
their money, particularly in regional
towns.

“People are spending more on expe-
riences and less on goods,” he said.

“Clothing has been hit hard.

“Weddings used to be a big part of
my business and that all changed
during COVID.

“People stopped dressing up,
stopped buying suits and those pat-
terns never really came back.”

He also pointed out the unfortunate
reality that many of his longtime cus-
tomers are simply no longer around
and younger generations are shop-
ping differently.

Despite the challenges Mr Buchan
said he would always hold the Ko-
rumburra community close to his
heart.

“It's a fantastic little town. It's the
right size,” he said.

“Not so big that you lose that sense
of identity and not so small that ev-
eryone’s in everyone’s pocket.

“Its just changed. Retail
changed.”

Modern Male Menswear is currently
holding a closing-down sale with all
floor stock marked at 50 per cent off
or more.

Items already reduced further will
remain at their discounted prices.

Everything is for sale including
store mannequins, racks and hang-
ers.

“It's everything on the racks while
the doors are open,” Mr Buchan said.

“Once it's gone, it's gone.”

Mr Buchan said he is at peace with
the decision and remains looking
ahead.

He has been working in NDIS ser-
vices for more than a year and plans
to continue down that path.

“I'm not retiring,” he said.

“I'm just moving on to something
else.

“Don’t feel sad for me. I've loved it,
I've loved the town and I'm grateful
for the support.”

While the closure marks the end of
an era for Korumburra’s commercial
strip, it reflects a pattern playing out
in regional towns across the country.

The Australian Retailers Associa-
tion has warned that small indepen-
dent retailers face an increasingly
difficult operating environment with
rising rents, insurance costs and
competition from online giants such
as Amazon, Shein and Temu.

Amazon’s Australian sales alone
are expected to reach $6.5 billion in
2025 according to Goldman Sachs
estimates.

For Korumburra, the loss of Mod-
ern Male Menswear will leave another
gap in the town's commercial strip
though the community continues to
evolve along with every other rural
town navigating shifting consumer
habits and financial realities.

has



Rotary Rehabilitation
Garden transforms lives

PATIENTS on Phillip Island
are recovering from surgery and
injury by using the Rotary Reha-
bilitation Garden at the Phillip
Island Community Hospital.

The garden was built after
the Rotary Club of Phillip Is-
land and San Remo committed
to raising $100,000 over five
years for the project.

The leafy garden is used
by patients recovering from
surgery and patients who are
learning to walk safely and re-
gain function after serious is-
sues such as strokes, falls and
fractures.

It features obstacles patients
will most likely encounter at
home and in public, such as
ramps, stairs and a variety of
surfaces including footpaths,
stones and sand.

Bayside Health Regional
Care Group acting CEO Jenny
Dempster said the garden has
been invaluable in assessing
patients’ outdoor mobility.

“It has allowed our physio-
therapists to make recommen-
dations on equipment that pa-
tients can use so they can get
out and about and enjoy the
Island, as well as replicate the
challenges of uneven ground
and unfamiliar floor textures,”
she said.

“We've had many patients
that have used the sand in the
garden to practise balance,
to return to the joy of walking
along the beautiful beaches of
the Bass Coast.”

Members of Freemasons, Phillip Island Health Hub Auxiliary and Rotary Club of Phillip
Island and San Remo tour the Rotary Rehabilitation Garden at Phillip Island Community

Hospital.

Ms Dempster thanked the
Rotary Club for their commit-
ment to enhancing the range of
healthcare on Phillip Island.

“Substantial community sup-
port, such as this commitment
from Rotary, enables us to not
only provide a larger range of
care services to the Phillip Is-
land community, but also pro-
vide unique, person-centred
care,” she said.

“That is exactly what the Rota-
ry Rehabilitation Garden does.”

Gea Lovell, president of the
Phillip Island and San Remo
Rotary Club, said the club was
pleased to see the garden al-
ready enhancing lives after
opening in 2025.

“To learn of these patients’
journeys is heart-warming and
rewarding, especially given Ro-
tarians are committed to serv-
ing their local communities and
making a difference wherever
we can,” she said.

“Rotarians understand the

journey to rehabilitation can
be physically and mentally
challenging, long and trying
We're proud to be able to help
to lessen that burden by giving
patients the chance to under-
take physiotherapy outside in a
tranquil garden setting amongst
fresh air.”

The Rotary Club's Charity
Golf Day fundraiser will be held
on Friday, March 6 at Phillip Is-
land Golf Club. To register visit
trybooking.com/DIKVC

Minor land slip
causes road closure

A PART of Bass Valley Road will be
closed on Tuesday, February 10 while
South Gippsland Shire Council conducts
a geotechnical investigation on a minor
landslip near the Bells Road intersection.

The closure will affect Bass Valley Road
between Bells Road and Soldiers Road
from 9am to 3pm. Detours will be in
place during the closure and motorists
are encouraged to plan their trips ac-
cordingly.

A council spokesperson said the land-
slip is minor and did not happen recently.
It does not pose any threat to road users.

“The landslip is being investigat-
ed as part of the bridge replacement
project on Bass Valley Road, to en-
sure that it will not interfere with any
planned works or present a future risk
to the road,” the spokesperson said.
The council confirmed the road closure
will last only one day with no further
closures planned. All work is subject to
weather conditions.

Budget concern as
tenders close for
Stewart Road bridge

By Bruce Wardley

WITH tenders for the Stewart Road bridge
at Kernot now closed ratepayers and resi-
dents are seeking an assurance from Bass
Coast Shire that council’s contribution to
the project has been fully accounted for in
the current capital works budget.

The Federal Government committed $1.7
million to the project late last year with Bass
Coast Shire required to fund the remaining
portion of the $2.21 million total cost.

Council said it expects to award the con-
tract at the earliest possible opportunity so
construction can begin as soon as approv-
als and procurement are complete.

Construction is anticipated to commence
in April and be completed by late 2026.
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LINTON COURT RETIREMENT VILLAGE, FOSTER
2 BEDROOM UNIT AVAILABLE

Linton Court Retirement Village is a local
community ACNC registered charity body
which owns and operates a Retirement

Village in Foster.

Contact Hon. Manager Lloyd McKenzie on 0439 559 579
to arrange an inspection, or visit our website lintoncourt.com.au

It is purposed to provide very affordable
independent living unit accommodation to
persons 55 or older.

Residents are able to enjoy their retirement
as they wish — free of maintenance issues
and responsibilities.

The 27 unit village is run by an honorary
committee and manager, with most
maintenance also done by local volunteers.
The units are set on over 4 acres in a
bushland setting, yet are only 300 metres
from the centre of town - giving easy
access to all town services.

HM13312

Phillip Island & San Remo

CHARITY
GOLF DAY

4 PERSON AMBROSE
9:00am for 10:00am Start

FRIDAY MARCH 6

y sponsored by :-

Win a new car with a

Hole-in-Onel!*

Terms and conditions apply

Proceeds go to the
Phillip Island
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EXPLORE QUALITY SDA IN YARRAM

Saturday 28 February | 11am-1pm
49 James Street, Yarram

Take a tour of our brand-new home,
learn about Specialist Disability
Accommodation, meet the team, &
go in the draw to win $100!

Scan the QR code to register

O RUMBURRAY
STAMP CLUB

ANNUAL FAIR

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 14
9AM TO 3PM

ANGLICAN CHURCH HALL,
BRIDGE STREET, KORUMBURRA

FREE ENTRY

N P et

A dangerous section of the Korumburra-Wonthaggi Road
opposite the Kongwak Scenic Lookout car park.

IX our roads or someone

die, drivers warn

GIPPSLAND and Bass Coast
roads are crumbling with pot-
holes getting wider and deeper
the longer they are neglected
and the Victorian Farmers Fed-
eration and Nationals Member
for Eastern Victoria Melina
Bath are calling for a sustained
plan to fix them ahead of this
year’s state budget.

VFF president Brett Hosking
said the longer the problem
was ignored the worse it got.

“Drivers are expected to main-
tain roadworthy cars,” he said.

“It’s time for cars to drive car-
worthy roads to ensure drivers
aren’'t playing a daily game of
roads roulette.”

Road users have tried to get
the state governments atten-
tion about a dangerous sec-
tion of Korumburra-Wonthaggi
Road opposite the Kongwak
Scenic Lookout car park which
is especially hazardous for un-
suspecting motorcycle riders.

Heavy rain and poor drainage
are causing further damage.

“Not only are our roads a
huge safety issue but they are a
massive economic handbrake
in Victoria,” Mr Hosking said.

“Everyone loses when we
can't efficiently move freight
and the wear and tear on ve-
hicles is sky-high.

“We're calling on the state gov-
ernment to genuinely invest to
fix and maintain the mess that
is our regional road network.”

The state government an-
nounced $976 million in the
2025-26 budget for a Better
Roads Blitz to fix potholes and
upgrade road surfaces across
Victoria.

However the condition of
roads in Bass Coast and South
Gippsland is proof that mainte-
nance remains inefficient with
potholes on South Gippsland
Highway and Bass Highway
spray-painted with yellow cir-
cles but left untouched.

Ms Bath made a social me-
dia callout last week ask-
ing constituents to name the
worst roads. Bass MP Jordan
Crugnale said the government
was taking action on regional
roads.

“We're delivering significant
repairs to roads right across
Victoria, including the Bass
Coast region, as part of our
$976 million 2025/26 Better
Roads Blitz,” she said.

“Across the Bass Coast re-
gion, drivers will see crews de-
livering major repairs to roads
like the Bass Highway, in addi-
tion to works already complet-
ed to Phillip Island Road.”

STAMP AND COIN DEALERS
IN ATTENDANCE

For further information,
contact Peter on 9024 0206

SUNDAY MORNING
0%
- 2 e
RAIL TRAIL
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THE picturesque township
of Fish Creek is gearing up for
the biennial Tea Cosy Festival
which returns from May 16 to
24.

Alongside the main event of
the magnificent tea cosy en-
tries, this year’s theme “Life on
the Farm” will see the town’s
enthusiasm for creativity shine

through exhibitions, work-
- u - shops, weekend Devonshire
teas, makers markets and dis-

l‘: ﬂ MM u NIT T plays reflecting rural life.
MARKET Co-convenor Lisa Williams

said the committee had been
thrilled to receive the first en-
tries for 2026.

“We've been thrilled to be re-
ceiving the first entries in the
past few weeks and the com-
mittee is super excited to bring
another exhibition of humble
tea cosy creations to the com-
munity,” she said.

At the heart of the festival is
the Tea Cosy Exhibition in the
Fish Creek Memorial Hall.

With more than 200 entries

LEDNLSATHA

15 FEBRUARY
8.30AM - 1PM

3RD SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH

RAILWAY PRECINCT LEONGATHA
CONTACT NEIL: 0438 888 380

MEQ759-V2

Foxy was a crowd favourite
at the 2024 Fish Creek Tea
Cosy Festival.

received in 2024, the exhibition
remains the centrepiece and the
place where the festival's artistry
and spirit are on full display.
“There are so many unique
and different entries from across
Australia,” Ms Williams said.
“And this year were delighted
to have a first-timers section for
creators who are new to the fes-
tival or new to crafting,”
Co-convenor Madeline Getson
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Safety First brought a
colourful twist to the tea cosy
tradition at the 2024 festival.

said other attractions alongside
the tea cosy competition en-
sured there was something for
everyone.

“Art and craft workshops, ex-
hibitions, makers markets and
craft stalls will ensure people of
all ages can enjoy the festival at-
mosphere,” Ms Getson said.

Following the interest in and
success of the first Tea Cosy Fes-
tival in 2013, the guidance and

Fish Creek Tea Cosy Festival returns in May

Steampunk Tea was among
more than 200 entries at the
2024 Tea Cosy Festival.

hard work of many volunteers
over many years has seen the
event grow to become a signa-
ture celebration and much-loved
biennial tradition.

New for 2026 is a dedicated
first-time entrant category de-
signed to welcome crafters of all
experience levels.

Entries close on April 13.

For entry details and catego-
ries visit teacosyfestival.com.au.
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14

8AM - 12.30PM
COAL CREEK CAR PARK

Produce grown and made from the
South Gippsland region.
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FISH CREEK
TEA COSY FESTIVAL 16 - 24 May 2026

Exhibitions, Devonshire teas, worksho
local produ(’:ce.,l
sta

. S,
entertainment, marke?

Is, and more

All details at teacosyfestival.com.au

Put your creative spin on
the humble tea cosy
Entries close - 13 April

Join us at the festival to
celebrate ever'ythlng
tea cosy!

!EI lEf Follow us on socials
@fishcreekteacosy
festival
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Expanded range at Wonthaggi
Motorcycles and Power Eqmpment

WONTHAGGI Motorcycles
and Power Equipment is pri-
oritising expanding its prod-
uct range while maintaining
the service locals have come to
expect from the power equip-
ment retailer.

Owners Craig Pringle, Mick
Prezioso and Tom Hall took
over the business 12 months
ago and have spent that time
heavily prioritising the expan-
sion of what the store can of-
fer.

They aim to better serve the
diverse mix of customers pres-
ent in the local area including
farmers, riders, tradies and
homeowners.

Owner Craig Pringle said the
focus had always been on en-
suring customers were able to
find the right product for their
needs no matter their lifestyle
or goals.

“Over the last 12 months,
since taking over the business,
we have tried to expand our
brand offering for customers
extensively,” he said.

The expansion of the motor-
cycle range is one of the first
things noticeable.

Alongside its long associa-
tion with Kawasaki, the store
now also stocks Honda mo-
torcycles, adding to its exist-
ing Honda power equipment
selection.

The Kawasaki range has also
expanded, now growing be-
yond simply agricultural and
kids’ bikes and encompassing
adventure motorcycles, dirt
bikes and select road bikes.

The business’s power

Owners Tom Hall, Mick Prezioso and Craig Pringle are continuing to grow Wonthaggi
Motorcycles and Power Equipment. W02 0626

equipment and mower range
has also been significantly
expanded to cater for both
residential and commer-
cial customers as they stock
Toro zero-turn mowers, Bad
Boy mowers from the United
States, Walker mowers and
Razorback mowers.

“Every mower has its own
use and we want to have the
right mower for the right cus-
tomer,” Mr Pringle said.

Another major development
over the past year has been the
move into tractors and farm
implements including the in-
troduction of Kioti tractors.

They are constantly adding to
their new tractor yard beside
the garage which many locals

THINKING OF
BUYING A HONDA *
MOTORCYGLE?

Now is the time!

Cracking ride-away prices available across a
limited selection of trail, adventure, and street models

Offer runs until March 31, 2026 or until stock runs out. *Terms and conditions apply

may have noticed already.

Servicing the community for
25 years, Wonthaggi Motor-
cycles and Power Equipment
has already built a reputa-
tion for reliability and great
customer service and the new
ownership trio is keen to en-
sure that remains a priority.

“We are very enthusiastic
and keen on improving cus-
tomer relations,” Mr Pringle
said.

“We pride ourselves on cus-
tomer service. We're not per-
fect but we are constantly
striving for perfection.”

Looking to the future, the
owners envision Wonthaggi
Motorcycles and Power Equip-
ment as an all-encompassing

local store.

“Our vision is to create a
one-stop power equipment
and motorcycle shop for the
community and for our work-
shop to continue servicing
the local area in a timely and
friendly way,” Mr Pringle said.

He also emphasised the
friendly nature of the store
and how excited all three own-
ers were to grow alongside the
community.

“We are very excited to be
here and we love meeting the
local community,” he said.

“We enjoy people coming in
for a chat and checking out
what we have. We are always
open to feedback and we al-
ways want to be better.”

New contemporary look
for Wonthaggi Primary

By Bruce Wardley

DESPITE the loss of some heritage as-
pects of Block B at Wonthaggi Primary
School the school community has warmly
welcomed the current $6.7 million up-
grade and modernisation project which
is on track for completion by the end of
2026.

The project involves the upgrade of sev-
eral learning spaces to give students bet-
ter learning opportunities including the
reception area in Block A and a new build-
ing with learning and workspaces, library,
staff room and toilets to replace Block B.

The $6.7 million project received fund-
ing approval in the 2023-24 state budget.

Member for Bass Jordan Crugnale said
it was wonderful to see the upgrade well
underway.

“From the refreshed reception in Block
A to the beautiful new building replacing
Block B, this $6.7 million investment is
all about creating welcoming, inspiring
spaces for learning, creativity and connec-
tion where students’ curiosity can flourish
and young minds can shine,” she said.

“Congratulations to the whole school
community, we can’'t wait for its comple-
tion.”

The interior corridor of the new build-
ing will incorporate a colourful First Na-
tions design which includes blue, white
and green handprints running along the
ceiling.

Built-in carpeted tiered seating will run
along the walls with a flat widescreen
monitor alongside the opposite wall.

The open interior area of the school will
have dramatic zigzag lighting strips run-
ning along the ceiling with timber lockers
lining the walls.

A large brick arch will provide a semi-
covered entry landing that juts out into
manicured landscaping with low shrubs,
flowers and large boulders.

The school playgrounds will also be up-
graded to provide inclusive sensory play
spaces.

48-52 Inverloch Road, Wonthaggi

Phone 5672 3500 | LMCT 12988
€@ Wonthaggi Motorcycles

HM13314
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There is power
in your truth.

Did you experience child sexual abuse in
a Victorian government school or certain non-
government school prior to the year 20007

The Forum is a safe space for you to share your
experience and contribute to the public record.

Help Victoria better prevent and respond to child
sexual abuse in schools now and into the future.

The Forum is open until 18 March 2026.
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Forum for
Truth and
Recognition

Scan the
a QR code to

(\, 1800 967 933 (free call))

find out more
or contact us

(\ contact@truthandrecognition.vic.gov.au)

(hv‘ PO Box 256, Collins Street West, VIC 8007)
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HEALTH _WELLNESS

Wellbeing support
available for farmers

WELLBEING counsellors are available
across Gippsland to support farmers man-
aging stress and big decisions.

The counsellors work alongside experi-
enced financial counsellors to ensure mental
health receives as much attention as the bot-
tom line.

They can visit properties or talk over the
phone.

To speak to a wellbeing counsellor, call
1300 045 747 or visit nexsolutions.org.au.

Look Over the Farm Gate grants of up to
$5000 are also open for events and activities
that support mental health in response to
bushfires and ongoing drought.

For more information, visit agriculture.vic.
gov.au/drought or call 136 186.

HYPNOTHERAPY

& COUNSELLING

e Anxiety e Stop Smoking

e Stress e Relationship Issues
* PTSD. e LBS.

e Depression .

e Sports Performance * Addictions

o Achieve Goals * Phobias

e Lose Weight o Fertility Issues

Children & Adults welcome
Private Health Insurance Rebates Available

Over 30 years experience in the
health care sector

LEARN Mind Body Techniques based
on Research and Neuroplasticity

Call Danielle Aitken
0409 332 052

Servicing Kilcunda and surrounding districts

JA23601

SUPPORT COORDINATION
AND SUPPORT WORKERS
SERVICING THE

BASS COAST

BASS COAST
SUPPORT WORK
SERVICES

B admin@bcsws.com.au
® www.bcsws.com.au
© 0421192697

AS we welcome a new year
across South Gippsland, ev-
eryone at Leongatha Optom-
etrists would like to wish our
community a safe, healthy
and happy new year.

The start of the year is a
natural time to reset priori-
ties and for many people, that
includes looking after their
health.

Your vision and eye health
are easy to place on the “Tll
get to it later” list, especially
when life is busy.

But regular eye examina-
tions are one of the simplest,
most practical ways to protect
not only your sight but poten-
tially your overall wellbeing
too.

This year is also a particu-
larly special one for the prac-
tice.

Leongatha Optometrists is
celebrating 50 years of service
to the local community.

For five decades, genera-
tions of families have trusted
the team with their eye care.

Whether you've been visit-
ing for years or it's been a
long time since your last ap-
pointment, the door is always
open.
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The Leongatha Optometrists team welcome Macy.

Many eye conditions develop
gradually, often without obvi-
ous symptoms early on.

A comprehensive eye exami-
nation can identify changes
sooner rather than later, giving
you more options and better
outcomes.

It can also help address ev-
eryday frustrations that people
often accept as normal, such
as headaches, eye strain, tired
eyes from screens, glare while
driving or difficulty reading.

If it has been a while since
your last test, the new year is a
good prompt to get things back
on track.

And if you have children
heading back to school, now is
also an ideal time to check that
vision is not holding them back
in the classroom.

The practice is also excited to
welcome Macy to the team.

Macy is a bubbly and caring
optometrist who is passion-
ate about helping patients feel

CLLEXT

New year, new look and 50 years of local eye care

comfortable, heard and well-in-
formed about their eye health.

She has a genuine curiosity
about the eye and loves how
it can offer insight into overall
health.

Macy completed her Doctor
of Optometry at the University
of Melbourne.

Outside of work, Macy loves
nature, adventure, sports and
cooking,

Leongatha Optometrists is
proudly Australian owned and
operated and is committed
to supporting local industry
wherever possible.

The practice also prioritises
using Australian-made frames
and lenses.

Reaching 50 years is not just
about time. It is about rela-
tionships, trust and continued
commitment to doing things
properly.

If you are an existing patient
who has not visited in a while,
consider this your invitation to
return.

If you are new to the area or
simply looking for a practice
that takes the time to explain
things clearly and treat you like
a person, the team would love
to meet you.

Keeping the

THE Deb Rielly Run for the
Kids is back on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 22 and is looking to get
bigger and better. The event
will continue to perpetu-
ate the memory of local leg-
end and tireless community
worker Deb Rielly and carry
on her desire to help young
people and the broader com-
munity.

In 2012, Deb created the
Keeping Kids on Track Fun
Run to encourage families
and particularly young people
to become more active and get
out and about in the environ-
ment. The event continued
until 2018 before going into
a hiatus during the COVID-19
period. Deb passed away in
2019, and in 2024, the Run
was resurrected as the Deb
Rielly Run for the Kids to help
recognise her massive contri-
bution to the community.

The organisers are very
pleased to announce that
SJD Homes will continue as
a major sponsor for the event.
Kim O’Connor from SJD

Deb Rielly spirit alive through running
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The Deb Rielly Run for the Kids is back on Sunday,
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February 22, from 8am in Kilcunda.

Homes said that the company
is happy to continue its as-
sociation with the Deb Rielly
Run and believes that SJD is
very aligned with Deb’s strong
commitment to the local com-
munity.

“We are a local business that
wants to make a real contri-
bution to the community just
as Deb did,” said Kim.

Community events such as
this rely on the support of

’l. OVE IN FOCUS
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See eye to eye
Valentine'sE
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To book or more
information call
0448 881 016 or
scan the code

sponsors, and the Dalyston
Football Netball Club would
also like to acknowledge the
ongoing support from Bass
Coast Shire Council and Voy-
age Fitness.

The 2025 event saw the in-
troduction of a half-marathon
and timing to encourage par-
ticipants who have a more
competitive edge, and this
will continue in 2026 with the
aim of continuing to grow the

36E Bair St, Leongatha
0448 881016

We have got many different
colours to match everyones
different skin tones/types and
their desired outcome

event and encourage broader
participation.

While the run has broad-
ened to attract the more se-
rious competitors, it will re-
main family-oriented with a
range of distances for less
serious runners and walkers.
There is also the opportunity
for competitors to form teams
with prize money for the team
with the most members.

Starting at the main Kilcun-
da Foreshore car park, the
various distances will take in
the Kilcunda Trestle Bridge,
Bass Coast Rail Trail and for
the half-marathon part of the
George Bass Walk.

The event is being organ-
ised by the Dalyston Foot-
ball Netball Club with sup-
port from other community
groups. For further informa-
tion, contact the event coor-
dinator, Frank Angarane, on
0418 529 310 or email on-
theroad3995@gmail.com. To
register, visit raceroster.com/
events/2026/112964/deb-riel-
ly-run-for-the-kids

Before




Wonthaggi Toyota

OVER 75 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM.

2017 Hyundai i30 2024 MG MG3 Core 2017 Toyota Corolla 2014 Toyota Corolla SX

1 7 990 DRIVE 1 7 99 DRIVE 1 9 99 DRIVE 1 9 99 DRIVE

Y/ AWAY 7 AWAY ¥ AWAY Y/ AWAY
Great first car, 125,812kms, auto Stylish & affordable, 32,470kms, Popular model, 158,379kms, auto Super economical, 90,446kms, auto
sedan TMH 90S auto sedan 1ZE 9ZD hatch 1MI 85X sedan 1CD 1ZI

2017 Toyota Camry SL 2018 Toyota RAV4 GXL 2023 Kia Seltos Sport 2022 Toyota RAV4 GX

28,9902 29,9902  33,990%% 43,990

7 AWAY 7 AWAY ¥ AWAY 7 AWAY

Family favourite, 79,158kms, auto Sporty & reliable, 64,953kms, auto Smooth & responsive, 31,124kms, Impressive hybrid, 18,883kms, auto
sedan 1MQ 7DJ AWD SUV 1NI 7KS auto wagon CMG 065 AWD SUV 1VV 5WW

Leongatha Toyota

FINANCE AVAILABLE INSTORE. ASK ABOUT AN EXTENDED WARRANTY.

2018 Toyota Corolla Hybrid 2025 Kia K4 Sport 2021 Toyota Camry SL 2021 Ford Ranger XLT PX MK 11l
DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE

27’990 AWAY 32'990 AWAY 41,99 AWAY 41’990 AWAY

Excellent economy, 62,299kms, Smart Motoring, 1,700kms, auto Premium Hybrid, 57,149kms, auto Work or adventure, 95,418kms, 10 spd

auto hatch SN: L101468 sedan DUH 609 sedan SN: L101464 CVT auto 4x4 double cab L101446

[ Q-JA

T 2022 Toyota
2025 Kia Sportage SX 2022 Ford Ranger XLT 2019 Toyota Granvia GDH303R  Landcruiser Prado GXL
DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE
43,990 Wx 49,990 Wi 49,990 X% 54,990 W=
Demo model, 450kms, 6 speed Fully equipped, 99,078kms, auto People mover, 83,842kms, auto Capable off road, 174,753kms, 6 speed
auto SUV SN: DUH 614 4x4 double cab L101475 SUV SN: L101472 CVT auto 4x4 SUV SN: L101444

Wonthaggi Toyota Leongatha Toyota
7-13 Hughes Street, Toyota Finance OH WHAT A FE E LI NG

346 Bass Highway,

Wonthaggi VIC 3995 Leongatha VIC 3953
T (03) 56721722 T (03) 5662 2302 =
LMCT 8179 LMCT 8179 @ Toyota Used Cars

Wonthagg]toyota.com.au leongathatoyota.com.au

JA23777

* Disclaimer: If the price does not contain the notation that it is “Driveaway*”, the price may not include additional costs, such as stamp duty and other government charges.
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YOUR SAY

Email your letters to news@sgst.com.au

Sentinel-Times

What's on your
election list?

JACINTA Allan and Victorian Labor
are firmly in election mode.

Ms Allan put her own team on notice
with an address to the Labor Caucus
last Monday, ahead of the first sitting
day of the year last Tuesday.

And the Premier was immediately
at loggerheads in parliament with the
new Opposition Leader Jess Wilson
about leadership while being chal-
lenged by Ms Wilson on the state’s
alarming crime rate and low police
numbers.

So it’s game on, everywhere it seems
except in the marginal electorate of
Bass.

While Labor and the Greens have
named their candidates, Chris Buck-
ingham and Sophie Thorn respec-
tively, neither the Liberal Party nor
the Nationals have a candidate in the
field, nine months out from the poll.

It likely means that the Nationals
won't be spreading their already limit-
ed resources even thinner by running a
candidate in Bass, but the Liberals will
be contesting the seat, with a strong
chance of winning, if there’s even a
modest swing away from the govern-
ment in the November 28 election.

Or perhaps theyre leaving the field
open to One Nation which established
its Gippsland branch base at a well-
attended public meeting at the Drouin
football ground a couple of weeks ago.

There’s a lot at stake

Organisations and authorities, in-
cluding local government in the elec-
torate, will want to be lobbying the
candidates to get their parties to add
much-needed projects and services to
the campaign agenda - starting with
the promised $290 million expansion
of the Wonthaggi Hospital.

Key to those works is an ambitious
plan to deliver a higher level of clini-
cal care to the region’s mums and
their babies, which is an upgrade that
both parties need to be committing
to, unless the Allan government can
make an announcement of funding in
that regard in the May budget.

What promises would you like to
see local candidates making on our
behalf? Is public housing, cost of liv-
ing and economic management the
most important or would you like
to see a return to the basics of good
health services, better schools, road
maintenance and land management?

Perhaps reduced taxes and charges,
starting with scrapping the new Emer-
gency Services Levy, is top of the list.

Erosion risk overstated

INVERLOCH'S coastal erosion problem is
real but the area at risk is often overstated.

The Keith Godridge analysis of the Cape
to Cape Resilience Plan inadequacies in the
edition of February 3 is to be commended.

Many media articles in the past have
implied Inverloch is at risk of coastal wa-
ter inundation.

This is not the case.

I suggest the area be referred to as the
Surf Beach Precinct, which is only about
nine per cent of the total area of greater In-
verloch.

There will always be a surf beach at
Inverloch, but unfortunately it might be
in a slightly different location as climate
change erosion intensifies.

If east coast lows in Bass Strait increase
in magnitude with eight-metre-plus waves
and gale force winds, the current strategy
may just be a waste of money.

The stress of people in the Surf Beach
Precinct is real and I am sure many people
have great empathy for their situation.

David Turnbull, Inverloch.

Are you concerned about rising interest rates and the cost of living?
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Peter Donnell

Glen Forbes

“It's hard to say, it goes up
and down. I've got a business
and it certainly affects our
customers. They're taking the
wrong approach, because we
need people spending money.”

Rob Mac

Wonthaggi

“I've played the game long
enough and got everything
squared away. | own what
| own and I’'m not in debt.
Interest rates aren’t the
biggest concern for me.”
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Frank Sciore

Bass Coast

afford houses.”

“Yes, | am. | feel sorry for the
younger people that can’t

i B

Simon McCleery
Bass Coast

“Only marginally. They could
be a lot higher.”

Social housing development
deserves support

HOUSING Matters Bass Coast is strong-
ly supportive of the three-storey develop-
ment at 9 Hagelthorn Street.

We appreciate that local residents may
have concerns about height and impact
on property values, but these concerns
are unwarranted.

The visual impacts of the height will be
mitigated by the fact that it is a sloping
site, so the development will not appear
out of place.

Australian and international evidence
indicates that new social housing has few
negative impacts on property values.

More importantly, in the context of a
housing crisis and declining affordability,
all social and affordable housing initia-
tives should be supported.

Any social housing development funded
by the state provides five per cent of the
units to be suitable for disabled access.

To reflect the needs of our community,
we would like this component to be in-
creased from five per cent to 10 per cent.

Figures show that 26 per cent of Bass
Coast residents are living with a disability.

Wonthaggi has the highest need in the
shire and is 12 per cent higher than the
Australian average.

A vibrant and sustainable community
needs both public and private investment
in housing.

Jessica Harrison and Beth Banks,
Housing Matters Bass Coast.

Thank you Sentinel-Times

I WOULD like to express my sincere
gratitude to the Sentinel-Times for taking
the time to meet with a group from the
Korumburra Seniors.

Secondly, to read through the many doc-
uments and explain clearly and factually
on page 30 of last week’s paper that the
hall belongs to the Korumburra Seniors.

Sadly our council and councillors have
not shown such intelligence or empathy,
preferring to ignore the subject.

Give it back.

Angie Bowen, Korumburra.

Gas not the answer
to cheaper power

THE recent opinion piece by Danny
O’Brien claiming gas keeps the lights on
and bills down deserves scrutiny.

He is right about the importance of gas
in electricity generation in Victoria, but
for the wrong reason.

Gas is the most expensive means of
electricity generation according to AEMO,
which runs the electricity market.

Gas is important now and likely for the
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next 10 years because it is the only fuel
able to respond instantaneously to vari-
able peak consumer demand.

The AEMO December quarter 2025 report
showed gas use for power generation down
30 per cent, coal down 4.6 per cent while
grid-scale battery supply to the grid nearly
tripled.

As a result, wholesale electricity prices
reduced by 40 per cent in 2025 to an aver-
age of 850 per megawatt hour.

Generation capacity in Australia is now
supplied by 50 per cent coal and gas and
50 per cent renewable sources.

Renewable generation is now starting to
drive down wholesale electricity costs, a
trend that will continue.

To bet on expensive gas to generate elec-
tricity does not recognise present reality.

Rod Gallagher, Inverloch.

Give seniors back their hall

I AM writing to express deep concern about
the ongoing refusal of South Gippsland
Shire to allow the senior citizens of Korum-
burra the use of their own hall.

This hall is not a luxury.

It is a vital community space that has long
supported the mental health, social connec-
tion and wellbeing of older residents.

Seniors rely on it for gatherings, con-
certs, shared meals, exercise, meetings
and many other activities that keep them
engaged, active and connected.

For many elderly people, especially those
living alone, these activities are essential.

The loss of access to this hall has left
many feeling ignored and neglected.

At a stage of life when people deserve re-
spect, inclusion and care, they are instead
being sidelined.

What makes this situation particularly
distressing is that this is a hall the seniors
themselves helped build and sustain over
many years.

To deny them access now is not only
hurtful, it is unjust.

I urge South Gippsland Shire to show
empathy, listen to its elderly residents and
return the hall to those for whom it was
created. Our seniors deserve better.

Francene Smethurst, Korumburra.

Stop the water con

DESPITE the encouragement of volun-
tary activity by locals, I cannot suppress
indignation at the misleading impression
given by the Gippsland Water article urg-
ing residents to reduce water use.

Reading it, you would think the state gov-
ernment is doing all it can to manage water.

Not so.

On my most recent water bill in Inver-
loch, I am charged $276 to cover water ac-
cess and sewerage, and $26 for water used.

Less than 10 per cent of my total water
cost is based on actual usage.

There is next to no incentive for users to
save money by saving water.

Look no further than the role of our public-
ly-owned water corporations: in most years,
they are expected to cover their costs and pay
dividends to their state government owner.

So for cash-strapped government, a sta-
ble income overrides conservation.

Governments of all stripes have long hid-
den this taxation behind worthy exhorta-
tions to save water, when actually they thrive
on the millions they rake off from its sale.

It is like tobacco and gambling taxes:
how do you seriously promote less of
something if you have become dependent
on revenue from it?

Stop the water con.

Ken Blackman, Inverloch.

Seniors committed
to a solution, they say

In December 2015, elderly members
of the Korumburra Senior Citizens Cen-
tre Inc signed a lease with the South
Gippsland Shire Council. This lease in-
cluded the following clause 1.5.

“Ownership of Improvements: The Lessee
(Korumburra Senior Citizens Centre Inc)
acknowledges that all buildings, fixtures
and fittings and structures on the premis-
es at the commencement of this lease and
all structural additions and improvements
subsequently made by the lessee (Korum-
burra Senior Citizens Centre Inc) or the les-
sor (South Gippsland Shire Council) to the
premises during the term of this lease are
and shall remain the property of the lessor
(South Gippsland Shire Council)”.

On the balance of probabilities, the peo-
ple that gave instructions to include this
clause in the lease had a working knowl-
edge and understanding that the buildings
sitting on the site are owned by the Ko-
rumburra Senior Citizens Centre Inc.

They would have also known that these
buildings had been held in a Perpetual Trust
since the 19th of December 1984 when the
trust document was signed and executed by
the former Shire of Korumburra nominat-
ing the councillors as the Trustees.

As successors at law, the South
Gippsland Shire Council were bound to
honour the terms and conditions of the
Perpetual Trust.

Whether the actions of the people in-
volved constitute “Malfeasance in Public
Office” will be for our duly elected council-
lors to determine in the fullness of time.

The Management Committee of the Korum-
burra Senior Citizens Centre Inc is commit-
ted to resolving this issue locally and requests
a meeting with the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, and
Strzelecki Ward councillors this week.

Kris Crichton, Secretary Korumburra
Senior Citizens Centre Inc.



Back

School

Korumburra Secondary College
welcomes new staff and student Ieaders

KORUMBURRA Secondary
College has started the 2026
school year with a strong fo-
cus on student wellbeing and
engagement.

Acting Principal Naomi
Coleman said the college had
415 student enrolments while
maintaining a continued em-
phasis on school-wide posi-
tive behaviour support.

“This approach prioritises
consistent, positive and en-
gaging classroom practices
that support every student’s
learning, inclusion, wellbeing
and attendance,” she said.

The year began with the re-
turn of student 360 meetings
which allow each student to
meet one-on-one with their
mentor teacher to discuss
goals and aspirations.

Ms Coleman said the meet-
ings helped each student build
better relationships with staff
members who are supporting
more personalised learning
pathways.

There have been several ad-
ditions to the Korumburra
Secondary College commu-
nity in 2026 including Katelyn
Foley as a mathematics teach-
er and Year 8 mentor, Danny
Noonan as a mathematics and
health and physical education
teacher as well as a Year 7
mentor and Jo Parsons who
is returning to the college as
a mathematics and science
teacher.

The also

college  has
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The 2026 school captains at Korumburra Secondary College, from left Naomi, Phoebe,

Natalie, Georgia and Emma.

welcomed Shell Herman who
will be teaching humanities,
English and art after an ex-
tended casual replacement
role last year.

Student  leadership is
strongly represented at the
college with five school cap-
tains leading students into
2026: Naomi, Phoebe, Nata-
lie, Georgia and Emma.

The college also celebrated
former Student Run Coun-
cil leader Rhiannon Rawlins
congratulating her after she
was named South Gippsland

Young Citizen of the Year.

“Rhiannon’s leadership and
initiative in launching the
Student Run Council is a sig-
nificant achievement and a
source of great pride for our
school community,” Ms Cole-
man said.

Keira, Taylah and Jess will
lead the Student Run Council
in 2026.

RIGHT: Katelyn Foley
is just one of many new
friendly faces at Korumburra
Secondary College this year.

Newhaven College’s inaugural Indlgenous Llalson Leader,
year 12 student Lulu Lightowler, is aware of the responsibility
to act as the link between leaders, culture and the community.
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Newhaven College principal Tony Corr awards year 8
student Michael Christofi with the role of Music Captain for

Middle School.

Newhaven College starts the new year with a new leadership role

AT NEWHAVEN College’s
first all-school assembly, the
induction of the 2026 stu-
dent leaders saw each student
pledge to represent all Ne-
whaven College students, en-
suring it is a safe and happy
place to learn.

Principal Tony Corr sees the
responsibility of student lead-
ers seriously.

“The philosophy is that ‘every
student is a leader’, and that
all students are expected to
actively uphold the five school
values of Excellence, Empathy,
Honesty, Respect and Respon-
sibility,” Mr Corr said.

“By serving as role models
for these values, College Lead-
ers set an example for the en-
tire College.”

As part of the year 12 lead-
ership, an Indigenous Liaison
Leader role has been created.

In his address to the student
leadership, Mr Corr said at its

heart, reconciliation is about
strengthening  relationships
between Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples and
non-Indigenous peoples, for
the benefit of all Australians.

“On our journey to recon-
ciliation, we need you, the stu-
dents, to be an active part of
that,” he said.

“The appointment of an
Indigenous Liaison Leader
amongst you, our students, is
one way of doing that.”

Year 12 student Lulu Light-
owler is proud to take on the
inaugural position.

“Being named Indigenous
Liaison for year 12 is a huge
honour and is a responsibility
I'm taking very seriously,” Ms
Lightowler said.

“It is about the school being
a space where Indigenous cul-
ture is celebrated and respect-
ed by everyone.

“It's a huge responsibility to

act as the link between our
leaders, culture and the com-
munity.

‘I'm committed to making
sure we as a school all learn
and grow together.”

During the assembly, the
high achievers of 2025 VCE
were applauded, with Col-
lege Proxime Isaac Savona
speaking about his journey to
achieving the second-highest
ATAR for the College in 2025.

College Dux Lara Smyth,
who achieved a 99.15 ATAR,
was away for the ceremony
due to being in Hong Kong
for a STEM program she was
awarded by Jane Street, a re-
search-driven trading firm.

Mrs Milkins-Hendry read
Lara’s speech on her behalf,
where Ms Smyth reflected on
the concept of “comparison
being the thief of joy”.

She admitted that she
had put so much effort into

comparing herself to others
that she had forgotten to re-
joice in her own successes.

“You should never measure
your own achievements in re-
lation to others, but instead
in your own reflection on your
perseverance and pride in
what you have accomplished,”
Ms Smyth said.

“If you try to only focus on
yourself, your effort, your
mistakes and your decisions,
year 12 becomes a whole lot
easier.”

With 58 student leaders
across the Junior, Middle and
Senior Schools, the College is
set up for a year of wonderful
representation in 2026.

There are still some places
available at the College for
2026.

Contact admissions@ne-
whavencol.vic.edu.au or call
5956 7505 for more informa-
tion.

A positive start at
Bass Valley PS

AN exciting year has been promised for
Bass Valley Primary School in 2026.

The school welcomed new staff mem-
bers Meg Evans (wellbeing leader), Hayley
James (disability inclusion coordinator),
Kara Sekulov (Grade 3/4 teacher), Emma
De Ryke (STEM teacher) and Andrew Lucas
(grounds and maintenance officer).

The 30 new Prep students have all settled
in amazingly thanks to the Ready Set Go
Program that was run in term four, 2025.

Not one tear was shed on day one at morn-
ing drop off by the students, but the same
couldn’t be said for all parents.

The school currently sits at 205 enrol-
ments and each and every one of them has
been really excited to test out the latest ad-
dition to the playground.

Fundraising efforts over the past few years
have led to a new playground, which has
been a big hit already.

The school has also introduced their two
new school pets, Comet and Neil, two beau-
tiful pygmy goats that teach the students
about being kind, caring and responsible.

Principal Aaron Bickery is excited at what
2026 promises.

“In week one, we spent two full days with
all of our staff members at school focusing
on driving high standards in academic, so-
cial and emotional areas across the school,”
Mr Bickery said.

“We have unpacked the school’s Instruc-
tional Model and are ensuring a consistent
whole school approach to everything we do.”

The school is excited to extend on its soft-
ball, teeball and cricket success at state level
and is only one state championship victory
away from being the equal highest school in
Victoria in number of state championships.

The school motto for 2026 is “Every mo-
ment counts and every action matters”.

This reminds all involved at Bass Valley
Primary School to make the most of every
opportunity to improve the young people’s
lives. School tours are available and enrol-
ments are open all year round. Contact the
school on 5678 0208.

First day of Prep

Newhaven College Prep Millah
Barac proudly holds up her first day
banner.

Newhaven College Preps Navy Young,
Annika Cohoe and Sophie Pedersen
are proud to start the first day of their
school journey. Annika has two older
brothers at the school, and Sophie has
three older sisters, as well as her mum,
Sarah and dad, Cameron.
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Taio and Taj (back row) and Max and
Cody (front row) settle into their first
Science class for 2026.

Bass Coast College
students return

BASS Coast College kicked off the 2026
school year welcoming more than 1700
students across all four of its campuses.

This includes 140 year 7 students at
Dudley Campus, 137 year 7 students at
San Remo Campus and 315 year 10 stu-
dents at the Senior Campus, as assisting
students in transitioning to the next stage
of their learning remains a priority for the
college.

The college leadership team is well rep-
resented, with Madeleine Hosking, Ana-
belle Bremner, Alexandra Jaskula, Sienna
Macmillan and Isaac Meyer stepping into
leadership roles this year.

College principal Leith Cummins said
the year began on a positive note and the
college remains focused on maintaining
high academic standards.

“Across the college, our focus remains
on high academic rigour, underpinned by
an inclusive and supportive learning envi-
ronment,” Mr Cummins said.

This approach is strengthened through
the ongoing use of the Berry Street Educa-
tion Model and School-Wide Positive Be-
haviour Supports.

Finn Dallinger on his first day of
school at Newhaven Primary School,
pictured with a tree planted by his
grandmother Jenny Dallinger when she
was a Newhaven Primary student.

School community
growing at Newhaven

NEWHAVEN Primary School had a bril-
liant 2025 with excellent results in NAPLAN.

The school is now at capacity, only taking
students from the zoned area.

Newhaven Primary has added an extra
class for 2026 with 180 student enrolments.

Ella Godbold was welcomed to the teaching
staff to accommodate the extra classroom.

Newhaven Primary School has a very
proud history and generations of families
who have attended.

This includes the Dallinger family.

Finn Dallinger was brought to school for
his first day at Newhaven Primary by his
mum Phoebe.

A tree was planted by his grandma Jenny
Dallinger when she was a student at Newhav-
en Primary School.

This year, the Newhaven Primary School
team will continue to provide all students
with excellent teaching, learning and wellbe-
ing programs for all students to thrive.

Back School
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Enrolment rise for
Wonthaggi North Primary

DESPITE a few nerves, the
cohort of 25 Prep students
started their time at Wont-
haggi North Primary School
on a positive note last week.

Wonthaggi North Primary
School (WNPS) has experi-
enced a significant increase
to its enrolment rate, going
up by 15 per cent across the
whole school.

Principal Toby Mahoney
credited the rising enrol-
ment rate to the ongoing
work the staff has been
putting in over the last two
years.

“There was a shuffle in our
approach across the school

and a change to the culture.
A lot more consistency has
had a positive impact on our
school community,” he said.

The consistency is evident
through the school’'s 100
per cent retention rate of
its staff, with WNPS soon to
welcome two additional edu-
cation support staff.

It is an exciting time at the
school, with students eager-
ly awaiting the completion of
two new junior playgrounds.

Construction on the first
playground is set to begin
this week.

“There was a lot of student
voice involved in the design

of these playgrounds. They
had the opportunity to have
a vote,” Mr Mahoney said.

A third facility upgrade is
also in the pipeline.

WNPS is in the plan-
ning stages of developing a
unique play space focused
on sensory learning.

Ideas include a nature play
space that may include rock
and water features, aimed to
support diverse learners.

The school is planning to
consult with landscapers to
develop this project.

In term one, the students
are looking forward to the
athletics carnival and an

upcoming Wow Day.

The school also held its
community picnic last Fri-
day, which allowed family
and friends to gather in the
yard and enjoy the after-
noon.

“It was a really well-sup-
ported event and a really
nice way to start the year,”
Mr Mahoney said.

Mr Mahoney said the goals
for 2026 are to continue
to help the students build
connections, and build on
the restorative approach to
teaching and learning the
school has taken on, facili-
tated by Real Schools.

Nyora Primary School welcomes new principal
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NYORA Primary School
has kicked off 2026 with
a new principal and three
vibrant classes underway.

Leah Cartledge has tak-
en the reins as principal
and is already making a
positive impact across the
school community.

The school runs three
multi-age classes covering
prep to grade one, two to
three and four to six.

An extensive transition

program ensured new prep

students and their fami-
lies arrived confident and
ready to learn.

“Nyora Primary School
continues to be a place
where students are known,
supported and encouraged
to thrive,” Ms Cartledge
said.

Enrolments remain open
across all grades.

LEFT: New Nyora
Primary School principal
Leah  Cartledge with
her prep and grade one
students.
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New faces and fresh focus at
Korumburra Primary SChooI

KORUMBURRA Primary
School welcomed about 40 new
prep students last week, all of
whom are ready to embark on
their long journey of learning.

Acting principal Luke Haus-
torfer said the number of prep
enrolments was “fairly consis-
tent” with the trends of previ-
ous years, and the school’s
total enrolment for 2026 cur-
rently sits at about 350 stu-
dents.

Mr Haustorfer will step into
the role of principal for the
year’s entirety, while ongoing
principal Nathan Pirouet is on
leave.

He steps through the gates
of Korumburra Primary after
eight and a half years at Toora
Primary School, where he also
served as principal.

Mr Haustorfer said Korum-
burra Primary has also wel-
comed a range of new staff
across both classroom roles
and education support roles.

One of the biggest changes
that families may notice is hap-
pening behind the scenes, with
a strong push towards staff
training and shared approach-
es.

Mr Haustorfer said all staff
have been required to wun-
dertake training in the Berry
Street Education Model, which
will give staff more strategies to
support things like engagement
and wellbeing across many
types of learning needs.

“It's been really well received
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Student Tahlia Besley is
one of Korumburra Primary
School’s new prep students.

and really helped student expe-
rience and success,” Mr Haus-
torfer said.

The school has even worked
with the renowned Dr Nathan-
iel Swain, who is both an edu-
cator and instructional coach.

He has assisted staff, allow-
ing them to cultivate their best
practice.

Mr Haustorfer said the
school’s biggest focus for 2026
is on evidence-based best prac-
tice for teaching and learning
and embedding the learning
done around the Berry Street
Education Model.

New outdoor space and OUTSIDE
program for Powlett River

FROM five preps two years
ago, Powlett River Primary
School welcomed 15 new foun-
dation students, delighted and
ready for the school year.

Principal Wendy Nicol said
that, with thanks to the prep
transition program, the amaz-
ing early childhood educators
in the area and parents, to-
gether they have all played a
key role in getting these preps
ready for school.

“We have an enrolment of 56
students here at Powlett River,
and they are all excited for the
new outdoor learning space
that was completed over the
holidays,” Ms Nicol said.

The space includes different
zones: a sensory garden, mu-
sic area, central meeting place,
stage area, climbing equipment
and slide.

“This was a successful capi-
tal works grant application,”
she said.

“The design came from stu-
dent and staff ideas, and school
council member and parent
Holly Russell put everything
together and created a design
package for application.

“This outdoor space will sup-
port our outdoor learning pro-
gram, OUTSIDE!”

Teaching staff will continue
guiding the students in their
mathematical and English
programs this year, as well as
developing the new OUTSIDE
curriculum.

“OUTSIDE is our outdoor
learning program,” Ms Nicol
said.

“It came from our staff’s de-
sire to offer something more
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Prep Owen is settling into
prep at Powlett River Primary
School.

for our students.”

After a lot of research, the
importance and benefits of
learning in nature and the im-
portance of challenge and play
became clear.

Students spend the whole
day outside learning about
themselves, each other, and the
environment.

“We have brought together en-
vironmental studies, outdoor
education, and social-emotion-
al learning into a program for
all students,” Ms Nicol said.

“In 2025, students had two
days a term outside.

“This year, we will be increas-
ing the days and seeking input
from organisations and mem-
bers of the community who
have special skills in this area,
to support the program.”

WHAT’S ON

YOUR LOCAL GUIDE TO
ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

FOIL welcomes Zane Lov1tt to Inverloch L1brary

THIS year, Friends of Inverloch
Library (FOIL) is pleased to cel-
ebrate its 30th anniversary, and
in recognition of its commitment
to literacy, FOIL volunteers are
welcoming crime writer Zane
Lovitt on Friday, February 13 at
6pm.

Julie Statkus of FOIL said the
celebration recognises the enthu-
siastic volunteer committee who
work together to raise funds to
support the Inverloch Library
and literacy in general.

“Hosting regular author events
is the main source of income
and provides the opportunity to
bring the community together,”
Ms Statkus said.

In an interview with Mr Lovitt,
he shared that he was invited to a
FOIL event after finishing up at a
session at the Port Fairy Writers
Festival, where he met Ms Stat-
kus, and he is looking forward to
travelling to Inverloch for an eve-
ning talking about crime fiction.

As a longtime storyteller, Mr
Lovitt’s creative career began in
film, but ultimately turned to
novels because writing books
allowed him to complete work
independently and explore sus-
tained storytelling in a way that
filmmaking couldn’t.

“It was always writing for me,
writing was my thing, I love writ-
ing stories, and especially stories
that I find kind of thrilling and
mysterious,” Mr Lovitt said.

“I was brought up with Agatha
Christie novels and Hitchcock
movies; that was always going to
be it for me.

“Cinematic storytelling was go-
ing to be the delivery system, if
you like.

“And the reason for the switch,
I'm afraid, is very clinical; it's
just the dearth of the industry.

“Movies require more than
one person’s artistic vision, and
there’s not much room for prac-
tice.

“Whereas if you write a book,
even if someone doesn't publish it,
you've at least got a finished piece.”
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Crime writer Zane Lovitt is a special guest at Inverloch Library

on Friday, February 13.

Mr Lovitt said he began writing
novels in order to produce some-
thing off his own bat, rather than
relying on financing from the
Australian film industry.

Mr Lovitt's latest novel, his
third published book, The Body
Next Door, was released in
March last year, a piece that he
planned out and then wrote in
12 months.

“I was shocked that I could do
that, actually, but the next book
that I am working on at the mo-
ment -- which I don't think will
only be 12 months -- is sticking
with the tone of The Body Next
Door,” Mr Lovitt said.

“My first couple of books were
dark.

“That sort of private detective
fiction, or at least a take on pri-
vate detective fiction, they had a
fair bit of violence, some adult
themes and I've found just in
the last few years that I'm less
inclined to write darker pieces,
so I'm keen to offer something
that’s lighter.”

Mr Lovitt said he likes to think
that The Body Next Door is funny
and is thrilled when people tell
him that they laughed out loud
when they read it.

This is the goal for Mr Lovitt,
reading with lighter aspects and
likeable characters, with a mix of
suspense and mystery.

Mr Lovitt is delighted to be part
of FOILs anniversary celebration
and he’s keen to discuss The
Body Next Door and his other
pieces with visitors to the Inver-
loch Library and share his pas-
sion for storytelling.

Ms Statkus confirmed that new
members are always welcome
to join FOIL, with membership
forms available at the Inverloch
library.

Members receive regular news-
letters, which include early no-
tice of author talks.

To attend the evening with au-
thor Zane Lovitt, book online at
trybooking.com/DIZNG or ring
Inverloch library on 03 5674
1169.

Clay artistry at Berninneit w1th artist-in-residence

BERNINNEIT Art Studio in-
vites the community to create
ceramic instruments in a hands-
on workshop led by Melbourne-
based artist Benjamin Woods.

Visiting artist Benjamin Woods
will host a ceramic instrument-
building workshop at Berninneit
Art Studio on Saturday, Febru-
ary 14, from 10am to 12.30pm.

Benjamin is an experienced
teacher and artist who will guide
participants through a fail-safe
method for producing a play-
able clay flute. The two-and-a-
half-hour hands-on workshop is
suitable for adults and children
older than 12, with no prior ex-
perience necessary.

All ceramic flutes will be fired
after the workshop and ready for
collection from Berninneit two
weeks later. Ticket pricing is $20
for adults and $12 for kids and
concessions. Pricing includes all
materials and firing,

Benjamin is an artist and re-
searcher living in Naarm, Mel-
bourne, whose sculpture and
sound installation practice in-
corporates improvisation and
place-based research. He holds a
BFA Honours and MFA from the
Victorian College of the Arts, and
a PhD in Fine Art from Monash
University.
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Learn the artistry behind clay art at Berninneit on February 14
at 10am.

Sound score for the sandy
ghost shrimp exhibition by Ben-
jamin Woods will be exhibited at
Berninneit Art Gallery from July
18 to August 30. This workshop
will take place during his resi-
dency at Berninneit Art Studio,
where he is developing new work
for the exhibition as the studio’s
first artist-in-residence.

A Lecturer at Monash
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University Fine Art, co-director
of Run Artist Run studio residen-
cy space, and a member of the
Climate Aware Creative Practice
research group and Australasian
Queer Research Network, Benja-
min also participates in Tribu-
taries collective and the collab-
orative project Lolo.

Places are strictly limited, visit
basscoastculturalvenues.com
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Jazz royalty
Rebecca Barnard
returns to
Phillip Island

MELBOURNE singer Rebecca
Barnard will return to South
Gippsland on Sunday, February
15 with her band for an evening
of jazz, roots and originals.

Barnard, the daughter of legend-
ary Australian jazz drummer Len
Barnard, grew up immersed in
the sounds of Billie Holiday and
Louis Armstrong, singing with her
father’s band from the age of 13.

Her uncle Bob Barnard was one
of Australia’s most celebrated
jazz trumpet and cornet players.

At 14 she discovered Joni
Mitchell and Bob Dylan, and the
blend of jazz, folk and rock has
defined her career since.

Barnard spent a decade as back-
ing singer for Stephen Cummings
after his time with The Sports
before forming her own band, Re-
becca’s Empire, in the 1990s.

She has performed and record-
ed with Paul Kelly, Renee Geyer,
Tim Rogers and Deborah Conway
among many others.

Performing at Phillip Island
Jazz Club alongside Barnard will
be Monique diMattina on piano,
Ben Robertson on double bass
and Hugh Stuckey on guitar.

Organisers are expecting strong
demand and are asking patrons
to book and pay early.

For more information, contact
Jill Boyce on 0417 416 300 or
Geoff Taylor on 0409 948 613.
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Archies Creek Day Doof set to
deliver world-class electronic music

PLATYPUSS and Bando
are running a Day Doof at
Archies Creek Hotel on Sat-
urday, February 14, from
noon until late.

A regional event driven by
local DJs striving to bring
world-class electronic mu-
sic to Gippsland.

Adam Turner, also known
as Platypuss, said Archies
Creek Hotel is iconic and
the local community de-
serves to experience this
music.

“It's so important for the
young people in our com-
munity to have access to
events like this,” he said.

Adam grew up in Leon-
gatha and is now a local of
Bass Coast, performing at
some of the biggest alterna-
tive dance festivals around
the world, with multiple in-
ternational shows under his
belt, most recently perform-
ing in New Zealand.

Bando is from San Remo
and has performed at fes-
tivals nationally for more
than a decade.

“Bando is a strong sup-
porter of electronic music
in Bass Coast and has run
multiple events in the local
area,” Adam said.

The lineup for the Archies
Creek Day Doof showcases
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10 artists prepared to trans-
form the venue into a festi-
val wonderland, with world-
renowned artist Unknown
Concept, who leads events
across Europe, Asia, North
America and Oceania.

“Unknown Concept is a
pillar of the psychedelic
techno scene, and we're
lucky to have him perform-
ing right here.”

Skwid is from South
Gippsland and grew up in
Yanakie, and is now touring
internationally.

Skwid delivers high-ener-
gy psytrance, and so does
Mudita, who is coming
across from the Mornington
Peninsula.

Mudita performs through-
out Australia and runs her
own local gigs to keep the
dance scene alive.

“The crowd can prepare
for a big one, expect cock-
tails, cold beers, pizza and
market stalls, and the sound
and lighting will intensify
the high vibes,” Adam said.

“This is a family-friendly
event, with children under
12 free.”

Tickets are still available
on Eventbrite or visit www.
archiescreekhotel.com.au/
events/archies-creek-day-

doof. Gippsland.

chies Creek Day
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ThornBird, aka Vikki from The Waifs,
kicks off the Lyrebird Arts Council’s
stellar lineup on February 19 at

Meeniyan Town Hall. Photo: Donna

Simpson.

Sarah Blasko returns to Meeniyan
Town Hall for two nights on March 5
and 6.

Stellar music lineup heads to Meeniyan

LYREBIRD Arts Council has announced
an extraordinary run of international and
Australian music acts heading to Meeni-
yan Town Hall from February to March.

The season opens on February 19 when
Vikki from The Waifs performs as Thorn-
Bird.

Drawing on her life traversing the land-
scapes of Utah and Western Australia,
Vikki brings a global sound to the inti-
mate Meeniyan stage.

On February 27 New York-born and
Tamil Nadu-raised singer Ganavya blends
spiritual jazz with Indian devotional tradi-
tions for a transcendent live experience.

Her show at the Sydney Opera House
sold out overnight.

March brings what can only be described
as “The Festival of Meeniyan” starting with
a long weekend of live music.

Sarah Blasko returns for two nights on
March 5 and 6 with the second night al-
ready sold out.

American artist M. Ward and his band
The Undertakers follow on March 7 bring-
ing warm vocals and atmospheric folk-
blues storytelling.

Willie Watson returns from the USA on
March 8 with a full band.

The Old Crow Medicine Show founder
and collaborator with Gillian Welch and
Dave Rawlings brings his signature folk
and timeless songcraft.

An arts hub of displays by local artists will
run at Trulli Italian Restaurant across the
road from the hall over the long weekend.

The month rounds out with two high-
energy American acts.

Breakout family band Annie and the
Caldwells bring their disco soul on March
13 after performing in more than 20
countries since releasing their debut al-
bum “Can’t Lose My (Soul)”.

Three-time Grammy winner Fantastic
Negrito closes the run on March 14 with
his trademark hard-hitting riffs and soul-
drenched ballads.

Tickets for all shows are available at
lyrebirdartscouncil.com.au.



Fran Murphy and Monica and Tom Lay,

Llfe Member David Shambrook and wife Tom being an Under 16 Premiership

Ronda. A19_0626

Sisters in law Helen Shaw and Therese
Brown at Pink Stumps Day in Outtrim.
W17_0626

Karen Anderson, Mary Ross-Heazlewood
and Chris Blundy having a fun time at
Pink Stumps Day. W18_0626

Gemma Clarke and Carlie Swann
soaking up the Outtrim atmosphere
at OMK's annual Pink Stumps Day.
W19_0626

Mairead Donohue, Grace Green and
Georgia Chiavaroli were among the
crowd at Pink Stumps Day in Outtrim.
W20_0626

player with Nerrena. A20_0626

Grace Berryman and current Nerrena
player Jack Curtis. A21_0626

Pictures of you and your friends at Korumburra Golf Club,
Pink Stumps Day in Outtrim and celebrating 90 years at
Nerrena Cricket Club.
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Ginnane and OMK captain Koby
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Rob “Tortoise” Torcutti and Life Member
Peter “Plumber” Trease are delighted
that Nerrena Cricket Club has notched
up 90 years. A22_0626

Korumburra Golf Club’s Monthly

Medal winner Dave Enbom 64 nett with
men’s captain Ian Cash.

Korumburra’s recent winner Gail
Beer with her Leongatha Sportspower
voucher.

Kim Wilmes, Betty Henry and Lisa-joy
Worden were fabulously dressed at
the Woolamai Cup over the weekend.
W26_0626

Walter Green from Traralgon enjoyed
the face-painting on offer at the
Woolamai Races. W27 0626

Not one, not two, but three race wins

Marty Box prowded the musical daughter outing while supporting The Warrandyte Pink Ladles showed for jockey Maddison Morris at Woolamai
entertainment at Pink Stumps Day in a great cause at Pink Stumps Day. their full support at Pink Stumps Day. over the weekend, including the Alex

Outtrim. W21_0626 W22_0626 W23_0626 Scott & Staff Woolamai Cup. W25_0626

SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES | TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10,2026 | 29



SEJ<)

LIVEETOLCK & FEAL ESTATE

FISH CREEK

* 3 bed 2 bath

¢ Walk to shops & rail trail

e Light & bright open plan

¢ Spacious fitted bedrooms
¢ Fenced rear garden

New Price $510,000

Contact Andrea Adams 0429 822 801

LEONGATHA NORTH

- - W
R 1__._."'h1.l-l-

. L|festyle living at its best
* 4ha/10ac flat with views
¢ Impressive home & shed
¢ 3 bed, 2 bath, open plan
¢ Est. Orchard & 3 paddocks

$1,730,000

Contact Irene Walker 0429 045 632

155 Coulters Road, Mardan
For Sale $990,000
Agent SEJ Real Estate

Irene Walker 0429 045 632
iwalker@sej.com.au

A beautiful place
to call home

IN the picturesque and productive coun-
tryside of Mardan, 38.5 acres of flat to
gently undulating grazing land comes with
a classic 1960s brick veneer home filled
with love and opportunity.

Offered for the first time since estab-
lished, this property at 155 Coulters Road
features traditional blue gum grazing ideal
for cattle, horses, sheep or your choice of
agricultural pursuits in addition to in-
come from leasing or agistment.

The home is set back off the road
amongst a cottage garden with feature
ornamental trees, fully fenced with lovely
garden views out across the paddocks and
rolling hills beyond.

The kitchen had an update in the 1990s
offering plenty of storage, a pantry and
electric cooking. The original combustion
stove is not in use at present.

A dining room with garden views, re-
verse cycle air conditioner and separate
family living room complete with wood
fire round out the living spaces.

Three generous bedrooms all have built-
in robes with the family bathroom the
original 1960s pink and whilst in working
order, it is ready for a future upgrade.

The toilet is separate with a good-sized
laundry, spacious hallway and plenty of
storage space. Externally there is a garage
with two car spaces and workshop area.

The farm is made up of four larger
paddocks with the addition of the front
driveway paddock. There are lovely shade

trees, a dam and troughs for stock water.

This property offers the new owners the
joy of lifestyle living with opportunity to
garden, create, renovate and run livestock.

It is ideally located just 15 minutes to
Leongatha for all shopping needs, 12 min-
utes to Mirboo North and 40 minutes to
the Latrobe Valley.

Your local
Real Estate &
Livestock Specialists

www.sej.com.au

ANDREA ADAMS
0429 822 801
aadams@sej.com.au

FOSTER
Ph 5682 2800

PORT WELSHPOOL

% : fq"“: i -r:n'l.i. 3 g il
. Solld built brick veneer 2 bed, 1 bath home on approx. 1016sgm
¢ Open plan living room flowing out to a covered north facing patio
¢ Large bedrooms, master with WIR. Formal dining or optional 3rd bedroom
* Spacious central bathroom with corner spa plus a (2) toilet in the laundry
e Space to extend or add a second storey STCA & adjoins bush reserve
* Fully fenced rear garden, LU double garage/workshop, flat parking area

New Price $459,000 Contact Andrea Adams 0429 822 801

WARATAH BAY

e Perfect position just 5 doors from the beach access trail

* 3 bed, 1 bath home is designed for low maintenance and easy holidays
 Stylish kitchen with modern appliances, and covered deck

» Central wood heater plus RC/AC for year round comfort

3 fitted bedrooms with new carpet, and sparkling central bathroom

e Corner block approx. 572sgm, Lock up shed for bikes and boards

$840,000-$870,000 Contact Andrea Adams 0429 822 801
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IRENE WALKER
0429 045 632
iwalker@sej.com.au

LEONGATHA
Ph 5662 4033

LEONGATHA

. Great central location

¢ Walk to shops & sporting
* 3 bed, 1bath, 1 car

¢ Low maintenance block
e Dual access driveways

New Price $469,500
Contact Irene Walker 0429 045 632

DUMBALK

e Traditional Bluegum Grazing
¢ Undulating to steep

* Affordable entry farming

* 85 ha / 210 acres (approx.)

¢ |deal cattle & sheep

$1,580,000
Contact Irene Walker 0429 045 632

HM12729-V17
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‘Miranda’ - Magnificent panoramas on 2.5 acres

SET on approximately 2.5 acres of estab-
lished gardens, ‘Miranda’ is a wonderful life-
style property offering breathtaking coastal
views across Corner Inlet to the iconic Wil-
sons Promontory National Park.

Private and rich in history, this circa 1905
country homestead presents a rare opportu-
nity to secure a truly special tree-change and
sea-change in one.

‘Miranda’ is currently being run as a B&B
and has previously operated as a restaurant
and wedding venue, highlighting the versatil-
ity of this property.

It offers boundless potential, whether it's a
private retreat or lifestyle property with in-
come possibilities.

The main homestead showcases timeless
period features including pressed metal ceil-
ings, fretwork, open fireplaces and soaring
ceilings.

It offers three generous bedrooms, each
with an ensuite, plus a multi-purpose room
incorporating storage and laundry facilities
with an additional guest bathroom.

Formal living and dining rooms are com-
plemented by a well-appointed kitchen with
wood heater and expansive walk-in pantry,
along with a second living area/sunroom that
captures sweeping coastal views.

Adjoined via an outdoor deck, the Cottage
provides flexible accommodation with a one-
bedroom layout, cosy lounge with wood heat-
er and reverse-cycle air conditioning, sepa-
rate kitchen/dining, bathroom, laundry and
a private deck perfectly positioned to enjoy
the outlook.

This would be ideal for guest accommoda-
tion. Tucked away in an elevated position,
the Studio enjoys its own presence with wa-
ter views, soaring ceilings and stained-glass
windows.

This open-plan, split-level space includes
a kitchenette, bathroom, wood heater and
separate external toilet, making it ideal for a
home office, creative studio, wellness retreat
or additional accommodation.

With two driveway entrances, town water,
NBN, 5kW solar, sheds, workshop, gardens
and orchard, ‘Miranda’ combines character
with modern convenience.

Just minutes to Toora, close to Foster
and within easy reach of Melbourne, this is
a unique opportunity to secure something
special.

Inspection is strictly by appointment only.

Please contact Katrina Griggs on 0428 571
083 or Sharon Turton on 0447 604 796 for
an inspection or any questions.

‘i5‘“4 2.5 Acres

5208 South Gippsland Hwy, Toora
For Sale $890,000-$970,000
Agent Elders

Katrina Griggs 0428 571 083

Sharon Turton 0447 604 796

Calers |Real Estate Mo any mmavekor oy on Ebdores

Korumburra 17.8 Acres

A Lifestyle to Belong & Call Home
® Renovated 4-bed, 2-bath home

e Self-contained one-bed cottage

¢ 3 well fenced paddocks

Web ID: 300P192267 $1.8 Million

Elders Korumburra
11 Commercial Street

Krowera 3.19 Acres § Koonwarra 18 Acres | Korumburra
A Picture Perfect Escape A Private Rural Sanctuary Comfort & Convenience
e 3-bed, 2-bath sandstone home ® 4-5 bedroom home ¢ 3 bedroom home all with BIR

e Open plan living e Lockup shed, storage & garden shed e Renovated bathroom
e Freshly painted and new flooring e Solar panels and inverter e Central ducted gas heating

Web ID: 300P190286 $930,000 J| Web ID: 300P186829 $1.3 Million § web ID: 300P163853 $650,000

JA23158-V16

._J,,";r;k'_ - /& ‘-r__"

BEN TOWNSEND SHARON TURTON KATRINA GRIGGS HELEN ARESTIA NATALIE RES
Licensed Estate Agent Sales Consultant Sales Consultant Sales Support Property Manager
Ph 5658 1894 0400 594 487 0447 604 796 0428 571 083 03 5662 3523 0439 383 091 Ph 5662 3523

Elders Leongatha
37 Bair Street
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13-15 Reid Street, Rhyll

Auction Sat, Feb. 21 at 2pm on site
Agent Alex Scott & Staff

Cowes Office (03) 5952 2633

Al
||

Your private coastal
sanctuary in Rhyll

RARELY does a prop-
erty emerge that perfectly
captures the essence of a
grand coastal escape but
Allansfield at 13-15 Reid
Street is an exception.

Nestled on an expan-
sive double block of
4000sgm in the heart of
the tranquil fishing vil-
lage of Rhyll on Phillip
Island, this unique estate
has been masterfully de-
veloped as an exclusive
sanctuary for large fami-
lies and group retreats.

At the heart of the es-
tate lies the impressive
main residence, a home
of grand proportions
featuring a dedicated
manager’s unit with its
own kitchen alongside a
sprawling five-bedroom
layout.

It is anchored by two
massive living areas and
a formal dining space.
The main kitchen is de-
signed to handle every-
thing from quiet morning
coffees to festive family
dinners for a full house.

With two bathrooms,
a separate laundry and
wide shady verandahs
that overlook the mani-
cured grounds, the main
home offers a seamless
blend of indoor comfort
and outdoor serenity.

A charming fully self-
contained cottage sits
next to the main resi-
dence providing a private
retreat for guests or ex-
tended family.

The second dwelling
features an airy open-
plan living area, two
comfortable bedrooms,
its own kitchen, bath-
room and laundry.

For those with a pas-
sion for the great out-
doors, the property’s in-
frastructure is second to
none.

Beyond the large dou-
ble garage and workshop
there is a second utility
shed and three expan-
sive carports with an
abundance of open space
designed for easy ma-
noeuvring and parking of
boats, caravans and trail-
€rs.

There is even a conve-
nient outdoor bathroom
perfect for washing off
the salt and sand after a
day on the water.

The Rhyll Yacht Club
is just at the end of the
street and Phillip Island’s
premier boat ramp and
chandlery are virtually
on the doorstep.

A short stroll takes you
to the local beach, res-
taurants, General Store
and Cafe while parklands
and tennis courts are just
around the corner.

Whether you are look-
ing for a high-end holi-
day investment or a
multi-generational family
compound, Allansfield
offers a lifestyle of end-
less possibilities in Phil-
lip Island’s most peaceful
enclave.

Private semi-rural retreat

THE property at 57 Walters Road is lo-
cated on the edge of the Nyora township
offering spacious and peaceful surrounds,
making it the perfect property for young
families or retirees seeking a peaceful re-
treat.

The charming brick veneer residence
features three spacious bedrooms, a well-
appointed bathroom with separate spa
bath and oversized shower, polished floor-
boards throughout, sunken lounge, built-
in robes in each bedroom and a solid fuel
heater and reverse cycle heater and air
conditioner ensure comfort throughout
the year. A sliding door from the kitchen
opens onto the large, covered outdoor
deck which is an ideal place to sit and
admire the surrounding nature and host
gatherings with friends or family.

Set on about 1.8 acres of combined es-
tablished gardens, trees and small pad-
docks, this property offers town and tank
water and lots of practical features for the
hobby farmer or self-sustained lifestyle
enthusiast. With dual entries off Walters
Road to the property, the private and se-
cluded setting is ideal for relaxation and
outdoor activities.

The expansive 12m x 6m garage, with
concrete floor and power, will cater for up
to four vehicles and there’s a bonus work-
shop/storage shed at the rear of the prop-
erty to provide ample space for extra stor-
age, hobbies or projects. A chicken coop
and extra shelter sheds for small animals
makes this property a fantastic choice for
anyone looking to embrace a semi-rural
lifestyle.

If you're looking to escape to the coun-
try to live but need to travel to suburbia
for work, then this property is ideally lo-
cated for you. Only 15 minutes from Ko-
rumburra, 40 minutes to the coast and
1.5 hours to the city, Nyora is a great mid-
point and growth area.
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57 Walters Road, Nyora

For Sale $980,000
Agent Alex Scott & Staff

Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898




ALEX SCOTT
AND STAFF

ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU

LEONGATHA

* Beautiful 4 bedroom, 2 living home
* Flat block in great location
* Room for your caravan and more

Coming Soon
* 3 bedroom brick, renovated throughout

* Views across town
* Walk to schools and shops

1

* Expansive 4000m? block
* Two residences
* 8 bedroom, 5 bathroom, 8 car

Auction Sat, February 21 at 2pm

50 Lyndhurst Street

* 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms
* 974m? allotment
» Spacious shed

$619,000

$890,000 Contact Agent
Contact: Leongatha Office Contact: Korumburra Office Contact: Cowes Office Contact: Wonthaggi Office
LEONGATHA NYORA RHYLL WONTHAGGI
o

6 Norview Drive

* 35 square family home, 5 bedroom
* 2 living plus 2 studies plus home office
* Large shed, inground pool and more

57 Walters Road

* 3 bedroom brick on 2 acres
* 4 car lock-up garage
* Horse paddocks

4 Reid Street

* 2000m? block with 200 degree ocean views
* Sun filled expansive decks
* 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom

3 Miners Drive

* 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms
¢ Short walk to CBD and schools
* 2 generous living zones

$997,000 $980,000 Expressions of Interest $679,000
Contact: Leongatha Office Contact: Korumburra Office Contact: Cowes Office Contact: Wonthaggi Office
KROWERA KORUMBURRA SMITHS BEACH WONTHAGGI

730 Sheepways Road

* ‘Edrom’ — A private country sanctuary
* 4 bedroom homestead on 4 acres
* Studio, cottage and shedding

e el R S
. —

» Retail/Commercial Freehold
* Highway frontage
* Rear Access

2/12 McLeod Street

¢ 2 bedrooms, 1 bathroom
¢ Stones throw from town centre
 Excellent investment opportunity

31 Mine Road

* Tastefully renovated
e Large backyard, undercover decks
¢ 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 3 car

$1.4mil - $1.5mil $350,000 $940,000 $395,000
Contact: Leongatha Office Contact: Korumburra Office Contact: Cowes Office Contact: Wonthaggi Office
MIRBOO NORTH KORUMBURRA COWES WONTHAGGI

655 Old Thorpdale Road

* 160 Acre farm with home
» Excellent grazing property
* Plus commercial quarry
$2,250,000

Contact: Leongatha Office

2 Massimo Way

* Modern 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom
* Elevated corner block

* Ready to move into

From $665,000

Contact: Korumburra Office

2/230 Settlement Road

* Generous open plan living
* Private courtyard
* 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom 1 car garage

$580,000 - $600,000
Contact: Cowes Office

R sl e i
8 Merrin Crescent
* 4 Bedrooms, 1 bathroom

* Large miners cottage
* 1131m? allotment

$690,000 - $730,000
Contact: Wonthaggi Office

LEONGATHA

5662 0922
41 Bair Street

Andrew Newton 0402 940 320
Emily Hillberg 0422 622 299
Tony Giles 0407 528 192
Dan Huther 0418 334 801

KORUMBURRA

5655 1133
36 Bridge Street

Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898

COWES
5952 2633
113a Thompson Avenue
Greg Price 0419 337 441
Brian Silver 0407 347 509
Chase Waters 0423 272 819
George Grigg 0458 478 308

WONTHAGGI
5672 1911
Cnr Murray & Billson Streets

Cal Nation 0439 334 163
Mick Chambers 0418 349 783
Phil Hanley 0417 140 508

HM12576-V17
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No. 318

24 Food remaining after

ameal (9) ADS ACORN
26 Anti(7)
27 Compliant (7) AID AIDED
28 One who works out (9) AIR ATLAS
29 Long detailed stories (5) ASH AUNTS
ASK AVAIL
1 Teller (7) BOA CACAO
2 Nature spirit (9) DAD CEDAR
3 Model of excellence (7) EEL CHASE
4 Middle East republic (5)
5 Literary vendors (9) ERA EASES
6 Highest mountain (7) ERR EATEN
7 Transmits (5) EVE EMAIL
8 Relating to tenths (7)
14 Unwavering values (9) HUB ESSAY
16 Hampering (9) IRE EVERY
17 The conveyance KIT GEESE
of mail (7) MOO GENRE
18 Calendar (7)
20 Vacuum cleaners (7) NEE GOOSE
21 Plans (7) NET HEWED
23 Variety of quartz (5) ODE HORNS
25 Level of a building (5) ONE INANE

12 Bathsalts (5) ouT KNOLL
1 Move furtively (5) 13 Domed building (7) OVA LABEL REGOS
4  Under water (9) 15  Relating to sight (7) CATNAP
ELICITED PENALISIN
9  Fleece clipper (7) 17  Columns (7) PER LANCE RIDES C SING
10 Relating to the ocean (7) 19 Connived (7) LASTS ROPED DEADLY MERRIEST SCREECHING
11 Signs without words (9) 22 Contraction (5) LIBEL RUINS GRADED MOTORISE
DESK LOLLS SLyLY LATTER OVERLOAD
No. 318 DROP NESTS SNARL REALLY
_ . . _ DYED OBESE SPEAK TRIPOD
Using the nine letters in the grid, how many uown
words of four letters or more can you list? . , : GEAR OBOES STOOP Talo GE]
i ulel ‘NOILIdvy L [nly N[s
The centre letter must be included and each T S TABBY H 3] [1]o]
letter may only be used once. No colloquial uioy ‘uen qup ‘wey = HOWL OILED ADAPTOR I nio
or foreign words. No capitalised nouns, ‘JuIe} ‘ueod ‘pull ‘uonel KEPT OLIVE TIARA ]
apostrophes or plural nouns ending in ‘s’. ‘Juel ‘jues ‘puel ‘uel DOCTORS E ii
‘uopes ‘uiepio ‘ejou = RIND OUTDO TONES PENNANT 3ld
¢ ‘ ‘ . 3y
16 words: y Jou giirjouﬁ ;g}i: SITS PALES TRAIN PERTAIN an
24 words: T “Ueap Ip ‘J@Q!p ‘wep = SLAT POISE TRASH TEETERS 29
32 words: ‘ulone ‘nue ‘wiope = TENS PRUDE WORSE WIDENED it
No. 308 No. 317 3001 | PUZZLES AND PAGINATION© pagemasters
Each number corresponds to a letter of the alphabet. Two have been filled in To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from 1to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical columns, each
for you, can you work out the rest? of the nine horizontal rows and each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Remember, no number can occur more than
> once in any row, column or box. EASY
@ § [OE ACEEGE
23 HH 15 G§[8/6/c|€|L|V|}L[9
" PR 573 T2 o] [seecinie
8|2|SG[L|V|9|}L|E|6
| |[17 97| |2 7.8 3| |1 €l1[s68[ci)y
5| |18 2 4 619 1 41 [e[9elvee[s ]t
6 19 11G9|2|9|2|6|€|¥|8
7 - 7 9 6 9 6 v|Z]8]€[G|+]9]6]C
MEDIUM
nmir 416 |8 5| [1/3]|6 8 |9 1| moereemms
¢|S|H|[V|8]L]|€E]|9]6
9 22 9 3 5 7 8 8|€|¥|2|9|6|G|}|L
9/6(8|4]}+|C|V|S|E
10] 112 /75 4 9 7 2 NREEEENAEE
1" 2 I AHEEIZEIGEID
4 3 2 6 7 1 5 7|2|€|84|}L]|9|6|S9
12 25|H G| H9]|E|6|7[8|L|¢C
1 helv 56 7118 5 9 618/[92/S[L ey

AN=9CH=ST'N=¥C'S=€CV=CCD=1C'A=0C3=6'0=8l
q=/1'8=91N=G8"Y=Vld=€ELT=TUM=ULL=00D=6X=87Z=L1=9M=5d=V W=€0=C9D=1|

Can you find all the words listed?
No. 228 The leftover letters will spell out a secret message.

BAKERY LANE STRETCH
1. Whatis the world’s largest 6. Inthe fairytale, what PETROLSTATIONIR BATHROOM LOST THOROUGHFARE
inland body of water? th_r‘(lee’théngs ﬂoes the | BTHOROUGHTFAREA
2. J ifer S d miller’s daughter give to BITUMEN MAP TOLL
(;&nulgd) Zﬁg Jirasma Rumpelstiltskin in return for TABREAKSTRETCHD
Lumley co-starred in him spinning straw into gold? STTSTRIPTYRESTGC || BrEA PACK TOURIST
which "90s British sitcom? 7. Slaughterhouse-Fiveis a THI TCHHI KENOOA Of 8Us PETROL STATION TRACK
3. Which Beatles member’s 1969 novel by which author? CAMPING PITSTOP TRAVERSE
solo work includes the 1973 8. Inwhich US state would you ORTLATCATNAPURT
album Living in the Material find the Gateway Arch? POLHMOREDGEZ STT S]] CAR RADIO TRIP
World? 9. Which politician is quoted Il OBNPUGAATIT I TOE| camae ROUTE TRUCK
4. Cardamon, cinnamon, to have said: ‘If you want
ginger, star anise and something said, ask a man; TMI NIRASVNTI RN A| ENGNE SCENERY TURN
clove are commonly if you want something done,
Used in which spice mix? sk & Woman'? TSTSNIMSCEUTAH T] esky SEATBELT TYRES
5. Who is the only Australian 10. In 1967, the first ever EPUTGSEPEERLCMB| rastroop SONGS
prime minister to be human heart transplant was SEMRJTSAOUNSIKATE
dismissed from office by performed in which country? GAMES SPEED
the governor-general? KEEETRUCKRBEEPL HITCHHIKE STREET
EOLJY UINOS *Q) Jaydiey | 19JeBiejy *@ LINOSSIA *g INBBUUOA LNy *£ PIIYD UIOGISIY By pue Bull sy ‘@depidau YDNENBAKERYURET
! : ‘6! IN ° YAl ! ! Asuinol ayy s
1aH "9 wepym ybnoo g 1eyD * uosiieH abioe9 g snojnqe4 Aj@injosqy g eas ueidse) °|, FASTFOODSONGSYY ‘UoNeUNSAP B} JOoU S|
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ON THE LAND

Limited heavy offerings
but good quality calves

By Andrew Paloczi

WHILE Thursday’s Store Sale
yarding of 3,070 head included
a good selection of well-bred
calves and yearlings, MLA Mar-
ket Reporter Brendan Fletcher
noted those animals “were fol-
lowed by a larger proportion of
dairy cattle and their crosses”.

He observed that local agen-
cies were represented, with lim-
ited activity from Northern Vic-
toria, and just one feedlot order
operated on the heavier steers.

Sentinel-Times saw Antho-
ny Delaney of Elders Delaney
Livestock and Property sell 13
Angus cattle from Cattleman
Shahin in Loch that weighed an
average of 588 kilos and went
for $2,800 a head at $4.76 per
kilo.

“There was a great run of
weaners through the sale but
there wasn't a lot of feeder or
heavier bullock type cattle in
the yards in general,” he said,
elaborating that the Cattleman
Shahin steers stood out on the
day with minimal competition
in their category, albeit they
were deserving of the attention.

Mr Delaney summed up the
day’s outcome and what may lie
ahead.

“I think the sale was a very
strong result considering it
hasn’t rained and the season’s

Anthony Delaney auctions for Elders Delaney Livestock
and Property. A12 0626

running to the end; it was ter-
rific right through,” he said.

“We’ll be waiting for the au-
tumn break now, which will
hopefully happen in March or
April and then we’ll start to see
our spring drop calves come
onto the market.”

Sentinel-Times saw Jayden
Ferrari of Baw Baw Livestock
achieve $4.73 a kilo on a pen
of “ripper calves” from Patten
S and V in Lardner, the five
“NEVER EVER” accredited An-
gus steers weighed at 437 kilos
selling for $2,070 each.

He expressed disappointment
at the price paid for a pen of five
Angus steers from the Rogers
family in Neerim South, label-
ling a bid of 81,230 a head as
“way down,” but having to sell
them for just $10 more each at

$4.33 a kilo, those calves aver-
aging 286 kilos.

That lower than desired
price came despite Mr Ferrari
introducing the pen by saying,
“There are only five of them but
they're good, aren't they?”

It wasn't all black cattle hog-
ging the highlights, with Mr
Fletcher reporting that the top
of the yearling heifers went to
a pen of six Charolais weigh-
ing an average of 463 Kilos that
fetched $4.51 a kilo at $2,090
a head.

“Prices held firm for most
heavy categories while wean-
ers sold to more varied com-
petition with quality affecting
some sales and values declin-
ing up to $100 a head in some
places,” he said in summary of
Thursday’s action.

SUPPLY

Presenting innovative solutions

FARM PROFILE:

FARM: 280 Dairy Cows

5 to 6 weeks
RESULTS:
application.

increase per application.

delivered results.

AND STAF LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENTS,
=== F PROPERTY MANAGERS, AUCTIONEERS
Ext. 1856 www.alexscott.com.au
REAL FARM ERS‘ 36 BRIDGE STREET, KORUMBURRA PH: 5655 1133 FAX: 5655 2480
L]
REAL RESULTS. Livestock Sales
KORUMBURRA FOSTER
David Ryan 0408 311 895  Dick Faulkner 0408 595 174
. LEONGATHA Brian Vuillermin WONTHAGGI 0429 436 040
KEEP NITROGEN Dane Perczyk - Livestock Manager 0408 176 063 oy 3yiq - Livestock Manager 0408 595 183
WORKING Jack Curtis 0427762670 Dayid Holden 0428 749 390
Alan Bolding 0419 723 255
LONGER ' ~ WARRAGUL PAKENHAM
. Neil Darby - Livestock Manager 0418595265 Dayid Setches - Livestock Manager 0409 443 473
Powered by patented and Terry Ahearn 0438 562 816  Glenn Barwick 0408 975 476
proven chemistry, ‘,\Jﬂogia&:z ane 82:2 ggi ;‘gg _l:_/llorquB Croucher 8323 ggé 2;;
o ope Im Gioson
N,‘:t"Cha'fg?c ;tablllses ) Georgie Snell 0417100657 Imogen Price 0417 225 498
nitrogen in the ammonium
(NH<") form to: Real Estate Sales
®* [mprove nitrogen use. KORUMBURRA LEONGATHA MELBOURNE LAND
e Reduce overall loss. Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898 Andrew Newton 0402 940 320 Matt Koster 0474 781 711
*Support more efficient & WONTHAGGI Eﬁ:ﬁ; DH‘?I'ﬁgrg 8222 ggg 2‘9‘3 ~ COWES
plant uptake. z Phillip Hanley 0417 140508 1o Gijeg 0407 528 192 Greg Price 0419 337 441
Cal Nation 0439 334 163 Brian Silver 0407 347 509
= X Dan Huther 0418 334 801
[E o Mick Chambers 0418 349 783 Chase Watters 0423 272 819
Eyis. NUTRI CHARGE
e GRANTVILLE WARRAGUL
ERLY: SCANTO UNDERSTAND Angus Hall 0466 306 457 Alan Steenholdt 0409 423 822 VENUS BAY
Daniel Lawrie 0417 631 252
“More and more people are using NutriCharge INVERLOCH . PAKENHAM Sue Lawrie 0419 885 489
with their fertiliser. It is easy to use, significantly Marni Lee Redmond 0403 525 413 Tom Gibson 0438 574 472
increases productivity, and is very low cost.” BERWICK LANG LANG KOO WEE RUP e
Warren Lawry, Ag Warehouse, Korumburra, 0458 400 412 Tom Gibson 0438574 472 Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898 Angus Hall 0466 326 487 £
SUCCESS THROUGH SERVICE

PROGRAM & PROVEN RESULTS:
RATES: 1 LT/T NutriCharge added to Urea
20 KG./HA. Urea through Tow N Fert every
COSTS: $1.80/HA. (approximately): NutriCharge

- Immediate visual difference after first

NUTRI/CHARGE

GROWER: Hilco Zuidema, 15+ Years
LOCATION: South of Korumburra, Victoria

ELECTRIC FENCE
ENERGIZER

RLX CEO Brett Freer is pleased with the new look at the Leongatha

saleyards. AO3_0626

New owner puts stamp on Saleyards

EYE-CATCHING signage is now
in place at the local saleyards, the
facility’s new name Eastern Victoria
Livestock Exchange (EVLX) proudly
on show after being installed during
Thursday’s Store Sale.

Brett Freer, CEO of the saleyards’
new owner Regional Livestock Ex-
changes (RLX) was happy to lend a
hand to the crew installing the sig-
nage, pleased with its appearance
and colour scheme, giving it a good
polish once installation was com-
plete.

While the VLE name is now gone,
the bull that stands proudly atop
the signage and overlooks the South
Gippsland Highway remains in
place, seeming just as at home.

During the process of replacing
the signage, a much older VLE sign
was revealed.

By Andrew Paloczi

Mr Freer is delighted RLX now
has a presence in the region and
spoke of the importance of commu-
nity involvement, with the saleyards
being a thriving social hub, logistics
centre and economic driver.

Each RLX site manager deter-
mines how best to support their
community.

“It comes down to what the com-
munity wants,” he said.

RLX is looking to build on the
good work of the VLE by continu-
ing to make improvements such as
installing slam latches and safety
chains on gates. The slam latches
enable gates to be easily closed with
a push, ensuring cattle handlers
can focus entirely on what the ani-
mals are doing.

REPAIRS

Paul Vassil
(Formerly Vassil Electronics)
38 Lower Gordon St, Korumburra

0408 515 184

JA21217]

WANTED TO LEASE

Call: Alan 0418 866 496
Leading South Gippsland Grazier

Grazing Land
100 AcCres -

Top Price Paid Up Front

AFO111

- Estimated growth 1.2 T/HA. to 1.4 T/HA.

- Cheapest 1.2 T of grass Hilco had ever grown.
- Product was easy, extremely cost-effective, and [=

o
AG =
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Young Farmers
reunion part of Loch
150th celebrations

FORMER members of the Loch Young
Farmers club will gather for a reunion
as part of the township’s 150th anniver-
sary celebrations in March.

The Loch Young Farmers club was ac-
tive from 1953 to 1992 and was part of
the Westernport District Council, along
with Korumburra, Glen Alvie, Phillip Is-
land and Lang Lang.

The reunion will take place on Satur-
day afternoon, March 7 at the Loch Me-
morial Reserve as part of a broader cel-
ebration weekend running from March
6 to 9.

Former members from across the dis-
trict council are invited to attend.

The club was part of the Victorian
Young Farmers movement, which had
its origins in calf clubs at state schools.

Members were exposed to social
skills, meeting procedure, debating,
public speaking, demonstration lec-
tures and field days.

Clubs hosted annual balls and com-
peted in events including hay carting,
cattle judging and tyre changing.

A snapshot of the club’s planned ac-
tivities for the 1966-67 year included a
treasure hunt, a trip to the Royal Show,
guest speakers from the butter factory
and the local policeman, and an agri-
cultural quiz.

Les White, Terry Smith, Meryl Jones
and Faye Ferguson were the office bear-
ers that year.

The last reunion was held in June
1982.

For more details, contact Linda Har-
vey on 0439 979 831 or Cheryl Green
on 0488 592 259.

PRELIMINARY NOTICE

FORTHCOMING

CLEARING SALE

A/c F & B Stahl
335 Wares Road,
INVERLOCH, VIC, 3996

Friday, February 27,2026

Further details contact:
Mario Arestia 0417 600 222
Terry Johnston 0418 561290

Phelan & Henderson & Co.

Specialists in Livestock
and Rural Real Estate sales

AF0113

» Operating at VLE Leongatha
« Auctions Plus sales
« Direct and private
sales of Livestock
« Personal professional service

FOS—

L\

Simon Henderson 0428 740 750
Jake Anthony 0467 297 794
David Phelan 0429 050 349

HM12728

Farming news

South Gippsland and Bass Coast

Sentinel-Times
§ Nz

www.sgst.com.au
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A superb lyrebird captured by filmmaker Mark B Pearce, whose documentary
was screened at Fish Creek Memorial Hall.

Lyrebird documentary raises funds
for Cape Liptrap weed removal

TARWIN Landcare
Group screened the award-
winning documentary The
Message of the Lyrebird at
Fish Creek Memorial Hall
last week, raising S$600
for its community weeding
program at Cape Liptrap
Coastal Park.

The film, directed by
Mark B Pearce and pro-
duced by Balangara Films,
explores the lyrebird’s abil-
ity to record the sounds
of the past as the species
faces threats to its future.

People came from as far
as Phillip Island to view the
screening.

The 2021 documentary
has won multiple interna-
tional awards including
Best Documentary Film at
the Annual Indie Cinema
Awards in Helsinki and
Best Film on Nature at the

LAge dOr International
Arthouse Film Festival in
India.

It has screened at fes-
tivals across the United
States, Canada, Ireland,
Cyprus, Hungary and Aus-
tralia, and aired on SBS

On Demand from January
2026.

The funds raised will go
towards the group’s Pitt-
Stop weeding program,
which sees volunteers
team up with Parks Vic-
toria staff to remove the
invasive weed sweet pit-
tosporum from an area
close to Promontory Views
Estate.

Sweet pittosporum is
listed as a significant en-
vironmental weed in Vic-
toria under the Flora and
Fauna Guarantee Act and
forms dense canopies that
shade out native vegeta-
tion beneath.

Birds spread its seeds
into bushland from near-
by gardens, allowing it to
outcompete  indigenous
plants in coastal areas like
Cape Liptrap.

After a couple of hours of
work, volunteers are treat-
ed to a discounted burger
at the Walkerville Kiosk.

PittStop is held on the
first Friday of the month
and will recommence in
May.

Everyone is welcome
provided they have a valid
Working With Children
card.

For more details, contact
Marg Carew on 0422 418
559 or balkurra@gmail.
com.

The screening also raised
awareness about the an-
nual lyrebird count coor-
dinated by Dr Alex Maisey,
one of the researchers fea-
tured in the film.

Now approaching its
12th year, the count occurs
mid-winter at a number
of sites across Walkerville
and Waratah Bay to moni-
tor lyrebird numbers.

More than 40 per cent of
lyrebird habitat was affect-
ed by the 2019-20 bush-
fires, and the documentary
highlights their role as eco-
system engineers that turn
over forest litter and help
regulate fire behaviour.

For details about the an-
nual lyrebird count, follow
Prom Coast Ecolink or the
South Gippsland Landcare
Group on Instagram or
Facebook.

Dairy industry warns EU deal risks imports

THE Australian dairy
industry has raised se-
rious concerns about a
looming free trade agree-
ment with the European
Union that it says will put
local producers at risk.

Australian Dairy In-
dustry Council chair Ben
Bennett said the deal ap-
peared heavily weighted
in favour of the EU.

“We think the signing
is imminent -- the indi-
cations we're getting are
that the deal is essen-
tially there,” Mr Bennett
said.

“Dairy is going under
the bus, and it's being
driven by the federal gov-
ernment.”

The industry warned
the proposed agreement
would loosen safeguards
on European dairy
imports, particularly
cheese, in a market al-
ready exposed to heavily
subsidised EU products.

Australia currently
imports about 80,000
tonnes of dairy from the
EU valued at $877.4 mil-
lion, up almost nine per
cent year on year, while
exporting only about
1600 tonnes in return
valued at $55 million.
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“This is not a level play-
ing field,” Mr Bennett
said.

“European dairy pro-
ducers receive tens of
billions of dollars in
subsidies, yet Australian
farmers are being asked
to compete without such
support.”

The ADIC is also con-
cerned about the poten-
tial removal of the $1.20
per kilogram tariff on
imported cheese, which
the industry describes
as the last meaningful
buffer against a surge
of low-priced European
product.

“The risk is not theo-
retical,” Mr Bennett said.

“The EU is the world’s
largest cheese producer
by a country mile, and
surplus product will in-
evitably be pushed into
markets like Australia if
barriers are lowered.”

The dairy industry also
raised alarm about geo-
graphical indications that
could restrict the use of
names such as parmesan
and feta, which underpin
many Australian process-
ing businesses and re-
gional jobs.

ADIC deputy chair

John Williams said the
industry could not accept
an overseas regulatory
regime being imposed on
Australian businesses.

“Banning long-used
names like parmesan
and feta would hit local
manufacturers, confuse
consumers and deliver
no clear benefit to Aus-
tralia,” Mr Williams said.

Mr Williams said the
federal government must
lock in binding, time-
bound review mecha-
nisms that assess im-
pacts on dairy and trigger
corrective action where
harm occurs.

“This is bigger than one
negotiation,” he said.

“Dairy contributes
$18.5 billion to the na-
tional economy and sup-
ports more than 70,000
jobs, mostly in regional
Australia.”

Mr Bennett said the
agreement was a one-way
deal.

“The EU wants access
to Australia’s market but
is unwilling to recipro-
cate with equal access to
the EU for Australia’s ex-
ports,” he said.

“This is clearly inequi-
table and unfair.”

MARKET REPORT

Brought to you by...
LIHAS

Store sale holds firm

By SGSAA

AGENTS yarded 3000 head at this week’s
EVLX Leongatha store sale in a mixed qual-
ity offering, with more secondary, crossbred
and dairy types on offer alongside more
cows and calves and a line of store cows.

The regular field of buyers attended in a
market which generally held around firm,
with the best of the heavy steers making
$4.50 to $4.80, feeder weights $4.70 to
$5.15, and weaner steers $4.70 to $5.40 for
the best with a few lightweights making out
to $5.60.

Heifer demand remained steady with a
few very good pens making $4.50 to $4.87,
the general run making $4.10 to $4.40 and
plainer types $3.60 to $4.00.

Most of the crossbred and dairy steers
made $3.80 to $4.30 with their sisters mak-
ing $3.30 to $3.90 depending on quality.

Cows and calves made $2000 to $2900
with values trading at split value or a few
hundred dollars more for the nicer types
with a good calf at foot.

A run of 120 Angus store cows from the
fire region of Ruffy sold very well to be 10
to 20 cents above the Tuesday fat sale rate,
with the entire line purchased by a single
buyer.

Leongatha Store Sale on Thursday, Feb. 5, 2026
Steers

Cattleman Shahin 13 Angus ~ 588kg $4.76 $2800
TJ, C &LJ Smril 12 Angus ~ 569kg  $4.48 $2550
Eddington Holdings 21 Angus 508kg $5.15 $2620
Bv & Sj Richards 18 Angus ~ 508kg $4.82 $2450
G Woolcock 12 Angus 504kg $4.66 $2350
Eddington Holdings 21 Angus 492kg $5.16 $2540
M & I Hendriksen 13 Angus ~ 477kg  $4.29 $2050
C Rawson 20 Angus 457kg $4.83 $2210
JT & ME Reid 12 Angus 440kg $4.86 $2140
S & M Dakin 10 Angus 435kg $4.75 $2070
S & D Curtin 24 Angus 435kg $4.41 $1920
Mtx2 Pty Ltd 12 Angus 433kg $4.75 $2060
EA & JE Bennett 14 Angus 431kg $4.87 $2100
M & I Hendriksen 10 Angus ~ 411kg $4.37 $1800
M & J Brady 18 Angus 403kg $4.96 $2000
Gl & Ym Humphrey 11 Angus 390kg $4.48 $1750
AJ & BR & NB Noble 20 Angus 380kg $5.10 $1940
D Davidson 13 Angus 380kg $4.73 $1800
M Zalesiak 22 Angus 374kg $5.05 $1890
Quoin Hill Pship 15 Hereford 363kg $4.54 $1650
C Farr 20 Angus 347kg $5.33 $1850
M Wiemann 18 Angus 347kg $5.33 $1850
R Galante 14 Angus 344kg $4.94 $1700
J & V Garretto 11 Angus 330kg $5.15 $1700
M & V Milnes 17 Angus 329kg $5.22 $1720
Jeetho Farms 10 Angus 321kg $5.45 $1750
M Wiemann 18 Bb 318kg $5.03 $1600
M Zalesiak 10 Angus 317kg $5.36 $1700
AJ & BR & NB Moyle 18 Angus 313kg $5.68 $1780
Woodstock Properties 12 Ang  310kg $5.45 $1690
C Lewis 16 Angus 205kg  $5.25 $1550
Bartrace Farm 12 Angus 292kg $5.61 $1640
DR & FC Board 23 Angus 288kg $5.69 $1640
Tablelands Pastoral 11 Hfd 262kg $4.38 $1150
M Wiemann 12 BB 261kg $5.82 $1520
Heifers:

K & K Skews 17 BB 402kg $4.87 $1960
J & V Garretto 10 Angus 393kg $4.32 $1700
S & D Curtis 15 Angus 388kg $4.89 $1900
K & K Skews 17 Hereford 387kg $4.41 $1710
Kingwill Family Trust 16 Angus 379kg  $4.45 $1690
Gl & Ym Humphrey 11 Angus 363kg $4.54 $1650
Aj & Br & Nb Moyle 18 Angus 352kg $4.34 $1530
G Moore 14 Angus 347kg $4.17 $1450
The Randers Trust 10 Angus  351kg  $3.51 $1530
R Galante 12 Angus 330kg $4.54 $1500
M Wiemann 11 Angus 313kg $4.53 $1420
Bartrace Farm 10 MG 312kg $4.03 $1260
M Wiemann 18 BB 303kg $4.35 $1320
1 & K Birch 22 Spk 301kg $3.65 $1100
J & V Garretto 18 Angus 298kg $4.32 $1290
Bartrace Farm 20 Angus 208kg $4.36 $1300
A Madarreri 12 Angus 294kg $4.21 $1240
Jeetho Farms 12 Angus 288kg $3.64 $1050
Bartrace Farm 10 MG 285kg $3.85 $1100
M Wiemann 15 BB 266kg $4.36 $1160

Lardner Park Calf Market Report
Monday, February 2, 2026

Jersey & JErsey X ...ooeeeeeevunnnnnns $22 to $39
Friesian Bulls ........cccoeeeeiivnnnn. $46 to $98
Friesian Heifers .......ccccovoviiviininninnnn. $100
Beef Bulls ......ccevvvennenn. $32 to $190
Beef Heifers .........cooeeeeeiiviene.n. $33 to $95
Number of Calves: 141

Number purchased to rear: 88

SEETS ovvieiiniiiieieieieea, $200 to $1200
Heifers ..oovvvivvvieeeeiiiiiieeees $200 to $1060

Number of Cattle: 93
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Jam Jerrui) beef farmer Geoff Groves clearing thistles on his family property.

Bass Coast rating strategy for
farmers remains a hot topic

WITH Bass Coast Shire
councillors to vote soon
on the proposed Rating
Strategy Review following
recent community con-
sultation on a trio of rele-
vant options, Jam Jerrup
beef farmers Aleta and
Geoff Groves continue
to argue farmers will be
worse off under all three
approaches.

Ms Groves has outlined
various concerns with the
way council has conduct-
ed its consultation on rat-
ing strategy, who it has in-
volved and who it hasn't,
and its failure to comply
with its own policies.

As previously reported
in the Sentinel-Times, the
Groves are among those
calling for retention of
council’s Land Manage-
ment Rebate (LMR).

Running Groves Estate
on 600 acres, they stress
that their business will
be significantly worse off
under all three proposed
rating options than is the
case with the existing rat-
ing structure.

While the trio of options
each involve a reduction
in the rating differential
applicable to farmland,
from the current 80
per cent of the general
rate to as low as 65 per
cent, those reductions
are contingent on ending
the LMR, which council
states will result in a sav-
ing of $650,000 a year.

Currently the LMR re-
turns $16 per hectare to
participating farmers, ef-
fectively reducing rates in
recognition of good land
stewardship, with Ms
Groves stating that land
management is for the
betterment of all, help-
ing control issues such as
blackberries, and must
continue to be done for a
variety of reasons includ-
ing animal welfare.

“It's not just our land
we take care of,” she said,
giving the example of
spraying weeds between
their property and the
Bass Highway.

The Sentinel-Times met
the Groves late last year

By Andrew Paloczi

at a Corinella commu-
nity drop-in session run
by council as part of the
Rating Strategy Review
consultation, where the
couple argued their case
strongly.

Ms Groves recently sent
through a list of concerns
with the overall consulta-
tion process.

“Consultation was con-
ducted during the busi-
est period of the farming
calendar, hay and silage
season, followed imme-
diately by Christmas, sig-
nificantly limiting farm-
ers’ capacity to review
material or participate
meaningfully,” she said.

As well as questioning
whether the engagement
process was genuinely
structured to maximise
participation, Ms Groves
argued the survey de-
sign was flawed, initially
requiring respondents
to rank the three rating
strategy options even if
they didn’t support any.

While conceding that
requirement was later
changed, she argued that
was not clearly communi-
cated.

Ms Groves remarked
that council failed to fol-
low its own policy by not
establishing a Rural Land
Management Advisory
Committee, noting that
requirement is clearly
stated in its Rural Land
Management Policy.

“As a result, advice re-
garding the value, pur-
pose and equity of the
LMR has not come from
the body explicitly re-
quired by council policy,”
she said.

“Determining whether
the LMR provides value
or equity should be in-
formed by land managers
with direct experience of
the costs, obligations and
realities of sustainable
agricultural practice, not
solely through financial
modelling.”

Ms Groves points to the
Bass Coast Rural Engage-
ment Group, formed in

2013 to ensure an open
and productive relation-
ship between council
and representatives of
the agricultural sector,
stressing the organisa-
tion wasn’'t consulted nor
informed prior to the re-
lease of information on
the Engage Bass Coast
website.

“Given the scale of the
impact on the agricultural
sector, early engagement
with this group should
have occurred as a mat-
ter of good governance,”
she stated.

Another area of conten-
tion is what Ms Groves
labels inaccurate and
misleading statements
regarding the LMR; she
takes issue with coun-
cil stating the LMR cre-
ates inequity because it
is calculated per hect-
are, resulting in larger
farms receiving higher
rebates despite “similar
land management obli-
gations”.

She remarks that
“Many land management
activities incur costs di-
rectly proportional to
land area,” giving the ex-
ample of chemical weed
control that operates on
a per-hectare basis, ex-
plaining a 200-hectare
farm incurs 10 times the
cost of a 20 hectare farm
for the same activity.

Ms Groves said that
Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil CEO Greg Box has
stated that farmers’ rates
are fully tax deductible,
but she says tax deduct-
ibility depends on indi-
vidual circumstances.

Ms Groves succinctly
summed up her overall
concern that councillors
won't have the informa-
tion they need to make
an informed decision.

“Councillors should
not be asked to vote on
a strategy of this mag-
nitude without confi-
dence that the process
has been fair, accurate,
policy compliant and
genuinely informed by
the agricultural sector,”
she said.

Gippsland sheep farmer fined for animal cruelty

A GIPPSLAND sheep farmer has been
fined following charges of animal cruelty
at the Korumburra Magistrates Court re-
cently.

Julian Beasley was fined $2500 as part of
an aggregate sentence and ordered to pay
$144.60 in statutory costs.

The charges stem from a 2024 investi-
gation by Agriculture Victoria at a Berry's
Creek farm, where authorised officers
found a mob of sheep without sufficient
feed or pasture.

One sheep from the mob was also ob-
served carrying more than 250mm of wool,
indicating that it hadn’t been shorn for
more than two years.

Subsequent visits to the farm indicated
further welfare concerns, which Mr Beasley
failed to act on despite officers issuing two
Notices to Comply under the Prevention of
Cruelty of Animals Act 1986.

Agriculture Victoria Compliance Manager
Daniel Bode said livestock owners have a
moral and legal responsibility to care for
animals under their control.

“Victorians have a reasonable expecta-
tion that livestock will be cared for by those
in charge of them. Sheep require specific
treatment to remain healthy and to protect
them from pain, injury and disease. Shear-
ing your sheep is critical to reduce the risk
of flystrike, impaired vision, and their wool
getting stained,” Mr Bode said.

In imposing the fine, Magistrate Starvaggi
said, despite Mr Beasley’s unblemished
record and poor health, the offences were
extremely serious, and the sheep were en-
during “catastrophic circumstances”.

Anyone wishing to make a specific com-
plaint in regard to livestock welfare can
contact Agriculture Victoria on 136 186 or
aw.complaint@agriculture.vic.gov.au

EVLX - LEONGATHA

STORE SALE
3000 carte 3000

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2026 - Starting at 9am

GROWN STEERS

Kuch Grazing, Darriman (NUTRIEN)

200 Angus steers, 17-18 mths

Landfall blood, MH/IBR Vacc, EU & NE Accred
Mount Angus Stud, Trafalgar (NUTRIEN)
83 Angus steers, 20-21 mths

Pert, Dunoonan, Rennylea & Pathfinder sires
By Merdeduke Quarterback & Rennylea bulls
5in1 10/25, drenched June 25 proimax, NE Accred,
ex condition, very quiet

A & A Bressan, Ranceby (NUTRIEN)

50 Angus steers, 16-18 mths

20 Hereford steers, 18-20 mths

Von Pace Past. Giffard (NUTRIEN)

60 Angus steers, 15-16 mths

Innesdale & Absolute Angus blood

B & P Svenson, Berrys Creek (NUTRIEN)
50 Angus steers, 16-18 mths

Millah Murrah blood

Ironbar Investments, Kilcunda (NUTRIEN)
50 Angus & BB steers, 18 mths

Local Dist bred

P & J Scott, Kongwak (NUTRIEN)

45 Angus steers, 15-16 mths

By Black Spur Angus bulls, NE Accred

Elm Valley, Tarwin Lower (NUTRIEN)

38 Angus steers, 15 mths

NE Accred & Kunuma blood

Coonmoor Pastoral (NUTRIEN)

35 Angus steers, 17-18 mths

Landfall blood, NE Accred

B Woolfe, Traralgon (NUTRIEN)

33 Angus & BB steers, 22 mths, SG Bred
Paull F/T, Tyers (NUTRIEN)

21 Angus steers, 22 mths, SG bred

F & B Stahl, Inverloch (SEJ)

30 Angus steers, 2 yo

(Property Sold)

Golden Hill, Arthurs Creek (NUTRIEN)

23 Angus steers, 21-22 mths

Pathfinder & Adameluca blood, GF

SP Dunlop, Middle Tarwin (NUTRIEN)

20 Angus steers, 18 mths

Black Spur blood

DE & M Lee, Bushy Park (NUTRIEN)

20 Angus steers, 16-17 mths

Kunuma blood

TG & RE Rees, Strzelecki (PHC)

18 Poll Hereford m/s, 15-16 mths

A & B Wilkin, Mirboo (NUTRIEN)

16 Murray Grey steers, 15-16 mths

NE Accred

C E Semmens & K Shotter, Fulham (NUTRIEN)
15 Angus dteers, 16-17 mths

Harris & Bowman blood, NE Accred

RW & HJ Harrison, Arawata (NUTRIEN)
15 Hereford steers, 18 mths

L Osbourne, Glengarry (NUTRIEN)

14 Angus steers, 16 mths, SG bred

R & E Newnham, Sale (NUTRIEN)

14 Black Baldy steers, 18 mths

Innesdale blood
ot
&y SEID
5662 4033
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McQueston Farms, Kernot (SEJ)
12 Angus Friesian X steers, 18-20 mths, AF & GF

GROWN HEIFERS

Reality Grazing, Stony Creek (NUTRIEN)

56 Angus/BB Heifers, 16-18 mths

Western district & Gippsland bred

16 Angus X mixed sex, 16-18 mths

High Voltage Consultancy, Flynn (NUTRIEN)
40 Angus heifers, 14-16 mths

Leawood blood, drenched Cydectin Platinum plus &
Multimin Evolution 15/12/25

Von Pace Past, Giffard (NUTRIEN)

30 Angus heifers, 15-16 mths

Innesdale & Absolute Angus blood

A & B Wilkin, Mirboo (NUTRIEN)

14 Murray Grey heifers, 15-16 mths,

NE Accred

S & B McConnachie, Langwarrin (NUTRIEN)
10 Angus heifers, 14 mths

WEANERS

McLeod Partnership, Yarram (PHC)

75 Angus & Angus x mixed sex weaners, Landfall &
Ardrossan blood, Paddock Weaned 20/1

T & P P/L, Narracan (NUTRIEN)

50 Angus m/s calves, 11-12 mths

Merlewood blood, weaned GF

Bulleondurra, Mirboo North (NUTRIEN)

50 Angus steers, 12-13 mths

Weaned, GF & AF

M Breen, Middle Tarwin (NUTRIEN)

40 Angus steers, 10-11 mths

By Leawood stud bulls, weaned

Peacock Rural Holdings, Hallston (NUTRIEN)
35 Angus heifers, 10 mths

Weaned, VB, GF, AF & NE Accred

Julander Partnership, Lance Creek (NUTRIEN)
20 Angus steers, 10-11 mths

By Leawood & West Creek bulls, weaned

Elm Valley, Tarwin Lower (NUTRIEN)

17 Angus heifers, 12-13 mths

NE Accred & Kunuma blood

J Savige, Narracan (NUTRIEN)

15 Poll Hereford steers, 10-12 mths

AM Rizza, Caldermeade (NUTRIEN)

12 Angus & Angus/Hereford X steers, 10-11 mths,
weaned

JOINED FEMALES & COWS AND CALVES

Buffalo Pastoral, Buffalo (SEJ)

21 Angus X cows

26 Charolais X cows

14 Hereford X cows

PTIC to Stud Dunoon & Fernhill Bulls

Cows present in very good condition,

Large frame, very quiet, easy to handle

Cows on 3-4th calf. Calving March 1st onwards
Property on the market

SOUTH GIPPSLAND ASSOCIATED AGENTS
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RhyII hot water systems to switch from night to day in solar trial

r
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Community members at Rhyll Hall information session.

TRADESX;SERVICES

SAVE UP TO $5,000
WHEN YOU REPLACE YOUR
GAS DUCTED HEATING

Ask us how!

z MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC
DIAMOND DEALER

SALE, INSTALLATION
EPAIR

HM11363

C|tytocoasta|r com

BT “" 0400 001 465

P DAIKIN

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

COASTAL

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

@ Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

HM6629

AU22840

BUILDER

Renovating your bathroom?
We specialise in bathroom
renovations and general
carpentry.

LB1093

David Cowan
Builder

0425 811 443 C;JWAH

Reg. DB-L71510

UP to 60 Rhyll households will have
their hot water heating shifted from over-
night to daytime hours from March 1 as
part of a 12-month trial.

The trial, a partnership between com-
munity group Totally Renewable Phillip
Island and energy distributor AusNet, will
use smart meters to automatically switch
electric hot water systems from the cur-
rent overnight window of 11pm to 7am to
daytime operation between 9am and 3pm.

An early morning boost period from
4am to 6am will remain.

The idea is to use rooftop solar ener-
gy generated during the day rather than
drawing on coal-fired power at night.

TRPI chair Simon Helps said residents
had been receptive.

“When you explain that we're simply us-
ing the sun to heat water during the day
instead of coal-fired power at night, resi-
dents immediately get it,” Mr Helps said.

The switch will be done remotely

DIRECTORY

CARPET CLEANING
Bt

» Carpets * Tiles ¢ Cars
.* Upholstery * Mattressesw.-
Reasonable rates and friendly service.

HM6631

Call David Britt today
0400 907 201 _~

through smart meters at no cost to resi-
dents and with no action required from
households.

AusNet manager of grid evolution Ana
Erceg said the trial would test an ap-
proach that could be expanded across the
network.

“We're excited to support TRPI's vision
and test an approach that could be scaled
across our network,” Ms Erceg said.

TRPI ran information stalls at Rhyll
Twilight Markets in December and Jan-
uary and held a public session at Rhyll
Community Hall on January 24.

TRPI has previously secured seven
neighbourhood batteries from the first
tranche of the state government’s battery
program.

A final drop-in session will be held at
Rhyll Community Hall on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 21 from 11lam to 12.30pm.

For more information, follow Totally Re-
newable Phillip Island on Facebook.

CURTAINS & BLINDS

dc b value in every dollar

JA19734

Il curtains [ blinds

B shutters

dollar curtains ' blinds

21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi 5672 2915
www.dollarcurtainsandblinds.com.au

% outdoor

BUILDER

VANDERMEER & SONS

Over 25 years experience
Bathrooms a speciality
* Decking * Concrete retainer walls ¢ Kitchens
* Bathrooms - Plastering ¢ Painting
* Pergolas * Renovations
* Doors & window installation ¢ Built-in robes
PAUL VANDERMEER
Mobile: 0427 750 568
FREE QUOTES

V0124

= 20

DOMESTIC & BUSINESS

® Dusting, vacuuming and mopping
® Kitchens ® Bathroom and toilets
® \Window Cleaning
WE ARE PROFESSIONAL AND METICULOUS
6 YEARS EXPERIENCE

HLP DOMESTICS CALL 0452068 588

JA23748

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
v*F Bass Coast

2HVAC

Heating & A/C install and maintenance
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
Nick 0421 170 827

nick(dbasscoasthvac.com.au

ASPHALTING

ASPHALT

Schoolgrounds, Driveways
Carparks & repairs

Mike Rowley 0411 412 707

66 Nardoo Street, Cape Paterson 3995

BOOKKEEPING

J L BAS &
BOOKKEEPING
SOLUTIONS

BAS Agent
26280606

Julie Appleyard
0429 425 252
info@jlbbs.com.au

Xero Advisor

SCHMIDTBUILDERS

TRADITIONAL QUALITY CARPENTRY
Specialising in: ® Extensions
e Renovations ® New Homes
Decks & Pergolas
e Stairs-Internal & External

V0088

e Private Jetties ® Retaining Walls

Adam Schmidt 0418 139 352

ABN 75092084574
aschmidtbuilders@bigpond.com

Beachley Constructions

Trusted Local Family Builders
Commercial & Domestic
New Builds & Renovations
In-house design advice

AF0097

Phone Jessica 0418 415151 Z¢iE
www.beachley.construction GiEes

CONCRETING

REINFORCED CONCRETE
SOUTH GIPPSLAND

For all your

concreting needs
Phone: 0447 137 009

Email:
reinforcedconcreteaustralia@gmail.com

}
IBASS COAST

CONCRETING

oY1 950 640

HM9644

&" Deck Seal

Specialists in restoration

BEFORE o
& preservation of timber decks

Residential & Commercial |

DINGO SERVICES

® Dingo (rubber tracks) ® 2 ton excavator
® Post hole boring

HM2969

® Bucket work
® Rotary Hoe
® Trenching

Operating locally
since 2001

0408 3871722 ‘2

E€ARTHMOVING & TREES

EARTH MOVING & TREES

TREVOR BUNN 0427 572 270
E: tbunn@outlook.com.au k%% %% Five star rated

*Building, cleaning, and repairing dams.
*Tracks, levelling, and general earth works.
* Excavating, loading, carting fill or stone.
* Experienced at tree felling.

* Cleaning up trees for logging, burning,
or chipping (no charge for chipping.)

AF0103

BUILDER

wﬂmﬂ

Hrog MoCormook Hormes
e
™
Specialist builder of period style custom homes.

f=

CDB-U 66015

JEN1971

0428 496 266

brad@bradmccormackhomes.com.au
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CONCRETING

SG CONCRETING
LANDSCAPING @

1= ]
iRy,

House Slabs - Driveways
Shed Floors - Paths
Retaining Walls

Property Maintenance
s.g.concreting@hotmail.com

IAN 0431105213

' E Your local electrical experts:

- New Builds & Renovations
- Switchboard Upgrades
- TV, Data & Home Networking
- Lighting Design & Installation
- Maintenance & Repairs
- Fault Finding & Fixes
- 24/7 Emergency Service

JE JOEL 0412 950 720

joel@jselectricians.com.au
ELECTRICIANS \\\\\vjselectricians.com.au

HM13259




ELECTRICIAN

REC 32780
*+ 24/7 Emergency

Electricians
* Domestic
» Commercial
» Backup generators
* Renovations
* Undergrounds
+ Switchboard upgrades

James 0402 135 292

allaboutelectricalcontracting.com.au

AF0088

ALL ABOUT

ELECTRICAL

CONTRACTING

| nvaieneservices
medic (¥)

¢ Collection of clinical and related waste including sharps
* Servicing ALL washroom related products NEED
Camita ey 1 f— A SOLUTION?
- Sanitary units, nappy units WE HAVE IT!
- Air freshener units, W/C & urinal deep cleans
* FREE clinical and related waste audits Servicing all of
o s dentis . isnosal servi Victoria and Southern
Confidential document disposal service Now South Wales
Phone:1800 medico (1800 633 426)

www.medicoservices.com.au 100% Australian owned and operated

HYGIENE SERVICES
WASTE DISPOSAL

LB0700

TRADESX;SERVICES

DIRECTORY

PICTURE FRAMING

Artlite framing

CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING LEONGATHA

» Artworks « Photos

» Posters * Float Frames
- Jerseys and Objects

0 Phone Angela 0418 360 988
= angela@picframing.com

ME0627

ELECTRONICS

James Dell

10 Ashenden Street
Leongatha, Vic, 3953

5662 3891
admin@gardnerelectronics.com.au

Gardner Electronics

Security/Access control « CCTV » TV
» Data/Phone * Home Theatre * PA

& CARPET ONE

e beautifully for les:
LET US GIVE YOU A QUOTE

carpetone.com.au
21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi
5672 2915

GARAGES & SHEDS

....--"""'-""'__-—-__"--.._ FTRATED
OUIBACK

GIPPSLAND

Ask us about our patios.
Your local, qualified project specialist.
Permits, construction. 1Ist class service.

Contact Gavin 0433 902 969
www.gippslandgarages.com
FREE QUOTES Site visits subject to T&C's.

VACUUM
GUTTER CLEANING

Tree Pruning & Removals | Solar Panel Cleaning
Fully insured and 20 years experience

IMPACT\

Phone Lochie
TREES & GUTTERS \ }

0417 315 846
Vacuum Gutter Cleaning | Tree Pruning & Removals impacttg@bigpond.com

Servicing all areas H1F
HOME & GARDEN

Gippsland Home & Garden Maintenance

» Lawns - small acreages, large residential blocks
» Customised holiday property packages

« Seasonal fruit tree pruning /1

e Complete bathroom reno’s

LB0703

FLOOR
o FACMAET

JA21812

JA23310

LB1002

JEN1407

by qualified tradesman Yeaws quualzuty
» Tiling, painting, experience
pressure cleaning  John 0414 917 468

Call now for a quote!

LANDSCAPING & CONCRETING
A.B LANDSCAPING

¢ Retaining Walls e Paving
e Small Brick Repairs
e Concreting e Landscaping

SMALL JOBS WELCOME
Phone Andrew 0408 822 263

LAWN MOWING

Q Call 131 546

b v/ FREE QUOTES
Jim's ..'»,_,E A / Fully insured
Mowing

v Police checked
v/ OH&S compliant

MNeed it Dene? v/ All work guaranteed

Jim's the One

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning, hedging,
rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, weeding,
mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

MECHANICAL SALES & REPAIRS

& cFmoTa
WELSHPOOL

OUTDOORS
Ph: 03 5688 1304

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT %%
WORKSHOP REPAIRS
ORIGIN GAS DELIVERIES

JEN2335

‘

LB0701

ME0288

orlgln

LUt

welshpooloutdoors@bigpond.com.au
19 Main Street, Welshpool, VIC, 3966

PAINTER

Wonthaggi a
surrounding areas.
FREE QUOTEF=)"

0459 921114

PLASTERER

A PLASTERER?

All aspects of
Rendering & Plastering
New and existing homes

FJMAROTTA
RENDERING & PLASTERING

0400599 170

LOOKING FOR

/e

(4N

APOLLO TILING

WALL & FLOOR
WATERPROOFING & SCREEDING

& Presidig Qally Sovee @

Servicing Nyora, Loch and Korumburra

steve 0425 815 764

AC0731

F\

NORM HOLLIER
TREE FELLING

* Lopping * Clear Felling
* Firewood Sawing * Stump Grinding
* Tree Removal * Rubbish Removal
* Fully Insured
0438 636 201

PLUMBER

GIPPSLAND

Plumbing and Gasfitting
Ph: 0437 759 224
gippslandplumbing@gmail.com

Licence #47236

ABN: 703 832 950 39 Steven Mizzi

ROOF RESTORATION

$.0.5.ROOFING

YOUR LOCAL ROOFER
¢ Find and fix leaks ® Roof repainting
* Roofing repointing ¢ Valley renewal
* Roof demossing ¢ Guttering ¢ Gutter cleaning

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Call Steve 0412 160 071

JEN1982

South Gippsland
Security Services

* Patrols * Guards ¢ Alarm responses
* Alarm monitoring
Your local security company for
Leongatha, Korumburra & district
Call Peter & Lesley Allman 5662 4280
Mob. 0427 516 317. Fax 5662 4259.
Lic. No. 655-194-505 ~ sgsecurity@bigpond.com

JEN1988

BRUSH STROKES
PAINTING SERVICE

—

E : g——— -
No job foo small ™.

MIKE FERNLEY

V0144

0488 158 556

Bass coast -
HOME MAINTENANGE 2
& IMPROVEMENTS

For all repairs and
improvements to your home.
Quality workmanship at affordable prices.

LB1296

Call Peter: 0466 115 776
Registered Builder - No: DB-U 4466

PAINTER / DECORATOR

All aspects of painting

M & J PAINTING
SPECIALISING IN

®
PRE-SALE MAKEOVERS H

Commercial/Scheduled maintenance
Reliable and prompt

Call Mal 0448 101 771

LB0382

- i

islandenerg

LB0165

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

—_—
m== c
7

1300534 110 ___

STEEL & ROOFING SUPPLIES

McRae Engineering

GENERAL FABRICATION, STRUCTURAL STEEL,
FARM AND EARTHMOVING,
MACHINERY REPAIRS, SHEDS, DAIRIES ETC.

COMEIDRER IT DORE 2

DELIVERIES ARRANGED OR PICK UPS WELCOME

LB0702

5664 7408 | 0427 343 498 | 134 Whitelaw St, Meeniyan

shaun@mcraeengineering.net.au

===

e
* Over 10 years

ms‘ffnass :
| expertise.

* Firewood Sales
* Tree care and advice * Pruning
* Removal « Mulching « Stump grinding

CALL BRENDAN RYAN 0448169 258
a=="

Ty
TREE X,

THEE SERVIEE |

* Free Quotes.

* Qualified Arborist
and Fully Insured.

V0302

Contracting

Cherry Picker
Qualified Arborist
Qualified Climber
Chipper/Tree Removals
Stump Grinding

LB1032

www.treex.com.au
Office

0493 425 800

TREE SERVICES

Duane Thomas

0409 968 040

Gippsland
Tree Services

Matt Harris
0407 245 381

= | < Arborists . Large Ewp
» Mulching - Insured
» Tree Removals

JA23037

10+ Years Experience

Permanel_lt
waste solutions

Call the commercial and residential
waste specialists today!

5672 2056

HEEL-A-WASTE
www.wheelawaste.com.au y
EPA Registered RO00301404

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

& |WESTERNPORT

WINDOWS AND HOME MAINTENANCE

MARK
P: 0418 686 583

ALUMINIUM & TIMBER WINDOW REPLACEMENT
DECKS | PERGOLAS | VERANDAS

LB0384
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Pre-planning your
funeral really takes
the pressure off
loved ones at

a difficult time.

We've been helping
Gippslanders with care and
respect for over 125 years.

21 Hoddle Road Foster
B 0356822443

M GiPPSLAND

T ®  FUNERAL SERVICES

To find out more please call 1300 386 375 or visit gippslandfuneralservices.com.au

HAEWOOD, FUNIRALE

Family owned and locally based Funeral
Directors. We bring 25 years experience
to families in Traralgon, Morwell,
Churchill, Moe, Trafalgar, Korumburra
and surrounding areas.

THE CHOICE IS YOURS

Practical, sensible and affordable.
We offer both at-need and pre-paid

funerals. Dignity and Respect, always.

CREMATION PACKAGES
FROM $3,300

www.harwoodfunerals.com.au
For 24/7 support 0405 669 532

JENC5061

FUNERALS

A trusted name in
Wonthaggi for over 50 years

SERVICING ALL DISTRICTS
CHAPEL FACILITIES AVAILABLE

Services provided to suit your needs
OFFICE HOURS
9AM - 5PM MONDAY TO FRIDAY
Phone 5672 3123
102 Graham Street, Wonthaggi
www.milkinsfunerals.com.au

ke, Funerals
fumtralie

HMC15019

-

4 h " | 56721074

Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi
3085 Loch-Wonthaggi Road, Wonthaggi
(PO Box 35)

Cowes office (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171

Email: info@handafunerals.com.au
www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au

Locally owned

i and operated by
. Scott & Sharon
Anderson

JENC5055

A Funerals
"

1 Australis

EESNV'E "

24
: o
HANDLEY FUNERALS

i

D) O
Proudly supporting
families across the

Gippsland Region

Office & Chapel
24 Anderson Street, Leongatha
03 56 622 717

www.handleyfuneralservices.com.au

24 hours, 7 days a week
Member of Funerals Australia

JAC0099

VALENTINE
GREETINGS

To my favourite DJ,
Happy Valentines to
my Charles from your
Camilla.

Love you heaps
from the hills forever
and a day

DEATHS

BISCHOFF,
Rolf August:

Passed away February
1, 2026.

Dearly loved husband
of Pat (dec.).
Brother of Christel in
Germany.

Now at peace with his
adored Pat.

In accordance with
Rolf’s wishes,
privately cremated.

HALL, Julie:

Passed away
peacefully on February
5, after a long and
courageous battle.

Now finally at peace.

Beloved wife of Stuart,
cherished and devoted
mother of Kurt and
Jarrod, loving
mother-in-law to Karlie
and Jenna, and adored
grandmother to Rhien,
Jonah, Luke, Ellie,
Harry and Sam.

Julie will be deeply
missed and forever
remembered by all who
knew and loved her.

Please go to
www.handleyand
andersonfunerals.

com.au for memorial
service details.

HANSCH, William
Richard ‘Bill’:
05.10.1954 - 03.02.2026.

Behind my smiles there
are many thoughts and
tears, remembering
you is easy but the
pain of losing you
never goes away.

Deep are the
memories and special
they stay.

I love you - Chris.

A PRIVATE BURIAL
WILL BE HELD.

LINDSAY, Colin:
19.10.1941 - 03.02.2026.

Beloved husband of
Helen (dec.).

Loving father of
Jessica and Ryan,
father-in-law and

mate to Jess.

Special friend of
Pennie-ann.

Adored Pop of Cooper,
Imogen, Oliver and
Maverick.

Treasured brother of
Brian, Joan and Daryl
and their families.

Reunited with Helen,
together in Heaven
forever.

As per Colin’s wishes
a private cremation
will be held.

DEATHS

LINDSAY, Colin:

Loved brother and
brother-in-law of Daryl
and Ellen. Loving uncle

of Michael and

Michelle (dec.) and

their families.

Colin, The Sunday
Sippers will miss you.
Sometimes simple
words say it best, thank
you for all the
memories of love and
friendship you gave us.
We will treasure these
always.

LINDSAY, Colin:
19.10.1941 - 03.02.2026.

Much loved brother-in-
law of Heather and
Rob.

Loving uncle Col of
Kane and Nush, Luke
and Pip, Joel and Nat.

Great uncle of Millicent
and Edwina, Emmeline
and Lucinda.

Reunited with Helen.

Col will always be
loved and remembered
by us all.

MORESCO, Tony:
24.06.1941 - 06.02.2026.

Loved son of Dorothy
and Tullio (both dec.).

Partner to Tommy
(dec.).

Brother to Brian, Ray,
Neil, Geoffrey, Graeme
(dec.), Irene and Kay.

Brother-in-law to
Lynette, Rita and Peter.

A beautiful soul,
never forgotten.

A big thank you to
Clinton for the
dedicated care and
support he gave
to his uncle.

Please go to
www.handleyand
andersonfunerals.com.
au for funeral details.

PETERS, Gordon
William John:

04.07.1943 - 31.01.2026

Former owner of
Revolution Fibreglass.

Passed away suddenly
and peacefully
surrounded by

his family.
Loved husband of Sue.

Loving Dad to Andrew
and Meagan and
dearly loved by their
families.

For service and
livestreaming details
go to www.handleyand
andersonfunerals.

com.au,
I launs |'-\.'_-.E;J‘ Yraderson
STEPHENSON

(née Longstaff),
Florence Ada:

Flo passed away
peacefully on
February 3, 2026,
at 95 years of age.

Beloved wife of Jack
(dec.).

Much loved Mum of
Denise (dec.), Kerry
and Paul.

Cherished Nan and
Great Nan to Elley,
Cassie, Xavier, Riley
and Lachlan.

Forever loved and
sadly missed.

A private family funeral
will be held.
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DEATHS

SURACE, John:

In Loving Memory of
John Surace.

We are devastated to
share that our
cherished husband,
Dad and Poppa passed
away suddenly on
February 2.

He was the heart of our
family, the centre of our
world, and we are
completely lost
without him.

His love, support, and
strength will stay with
us forever - a piece of
our souls that will never
be replaced.

Faye, Bree, Clint,
Harlow, Rocky, Dallas,
Michael, Mason, Oliver,

Rory, and Emma.

SURACE, John:
29.04.1955 - 02.02.2026.

We are saddened and
devasted on the
passing of our dear
friend John.

He was such a great
man who we shall miss
dearly.

Our love to Faye, Bree,
Dallas, Rory and
partners and his

much-loved
grandchildren.

Forever in
our hearts.

Love, Merran, Neil,
Scott and Bec, Chris,
Amy and Brett, and
family.

TUDDENHAM
(née Cullen), Nancy:

How do | say goodbye
to my dearest and
much-loved friend of
68 years?

| will miss you so much
Nance, my love and

admiration for you (and

our very special visits

and phone calls) will be

with me forever.

My deepest sympathy

to Vin, Neil, Robbie
and families.

| say goodbye Nance,
with a broken heart

- Maus.

YEOMAN,

Cyril John:
“John”
25.01.1935 - 04.02.2026
Husband of Dorothy
Yeoman (dec.).
Father to Dawn, Janet
(dec.), Steven,
Annmaree and
Rodney.
Grandfather and great
grandfather.

Forever in
our hearts.

FUNERALS

GILL:
A Memorial Service to
celebrate the life of
Anne Penuel Gill will
be held at the Kilcunda
Bass Football Netball
Club, Saturday,
February 28th
commencing at
12noon.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

12 NOON
MONDAYS

FUNERALS

SURACE:
Funeral Prayers for
Mr. John Vincent
Surace will be offered
at St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church, Guy Road,
Korumburra on Friday,
February 13, 2026,
commencing at
11:30am.

A Private family burial
will follow.

Please wear
something bright and
colourful, that’s exactly
what he would
have wanted.

[Hans |.'-\.'_-.E;,:J‘ Yralersan

YEOMAN:

The Funeral Service
for Mr. Cyril John
Yeoman (John) will be
held at Handley and
Anderson Chapel,
3085 Loch-Wonthaggi
Road, Wonthaggi on
Monday, February 23,
2026, commencing at
2pm.

At the conclusion of the
service the funeral will
leave for the
Kilcunda Cemetery.

I Damis |-\.-.E;J‘ Yriderson

FOR SALE

ABBYS
SALE

Abbys at
32 Merrin Cresent,
Wonthaggi.
50% discount
on all stock every
weekend in
February.

AFC0512

COMMODORE:
2002 VS commodore
Berlina 6 Series 11
Rego RRF 948.
Registered.

No RWC
Wrecking or project
car. $1,500 ONO
Mobile: 0459 194 816.

GARAGE SALES

LEONGATHA:

6 Eden Cresent.
Sunday, February 15,
9am - 12pm.
Household items,
furniture, children’s
toys, clothing,
books, etc.

NORTH
WONTHAGGI:

62 Griffiths Street.
Saturday and Sunday,
February 14 and 15,
9am - 2pm.

No early callers.
Bargains.

WONTHAGGI:

26 Norfolk Street.
Saturday, February 14,
9am - 3pm.
Brass handles, mirrors,
electric tools and
assortments.

WANTED TO BUY

VINYL RECORDS:
Ph. 0408 993 976

PERSONALS

LADIES:
Do you need some
TLC?
Mobile, 0487 918 520
Landline, 03 5655 2181

USED CARS
TRUCKS & TRACTORS

BASS COAST
CAR REMOVALS

We pay you for your
unwanted cars,
4x4’s & trucks

We can remove farm
scrap metal for free.
Towing now available.
Call Shane
7 days a week
5678 2002 or
0407 599 616

JENC5058

NOTICE TO
ADVERTISERS:

Advertisements offering a
used motor car for sale must
include in the advertisement:
(a) The cash price of the
motor car; and
(b) Whichever of the
following is applicable...
+ I the motor car is
registered, the registration
number; or
+ I the motor car is
unregistered, the engine
number of the vehicle.

PUBLIC NOTICES

@
3
3
o
=
T

CORINELLA

COMMUNITY
MARKET
Community Market,
Smythe Street,
Harold Hughes
Reserve
Saturday,
February 14,
9am-2pm
All enquiries to
0490 852 753

AFC0418-V2

FIREWORKS NOTICE

Notice to all animal
owners in and around
Korumburra area.

A pyrotechnic display
will be held on the
Friday, February 13,
2026.
Approximately 9:15pm.

Please ensure your
animals are secure at
this time, thank you.

Further info contact
0430 021 100

PUBLIC NOTICES

HELP IS AS
CLOSE AS THE
TELEPHONE

131114

RAYMOND ORAM,
deceased.
CREDITORS,
next-of-kin and others
having claims against
the Estate of
RAYMOND ORAM of
21 Worthy Street,
LEONGATHA VIC
3953 who died on 19
December
2024 are required by
the Executor DANIEL
JOHN PRIOR to send
detailed particulars of
their claims to the said
Executor c¢/- Prior Law
of 28 Bair Street,
LEONGATHA VIC
3953 by 14 April, 2026
after which date the
Executor will proceed
to distribute the said
Estate having regard
only to the claims of
which he then has
notice. Grant of
Probate was obtained
in Victoria on 3 June
2025.

PRIOR LAW,

28 Bair Street,
Leongatha VIC 3953

MEETINGS
fg‘\

L)

Wonthaggi RSL
Sub-Branch

AGM

Sunday, March 1
at 2pm
at the RSL
60 Graham St,
Wonthaggi
All members are
welcomed and
encouraged to
attend.
Please ensure
you have your
nomination forms in.

HMC15076

PUBLIC NOTICES

ciﬁﬁﬂ%wﬁ; C}{'f

Making a real
difference in the
lives of people
across Bass Coast.

If you can give, please
give where you live.

To place an advertisement
on this page please call

5672 1888 or email
ads@sgst.com.au
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SITUATIONS VACANT

Sentinel-Times H

dSS|

SITUATIONS VACANT

Retail and Administration

Wonthaggi Nutrien AG Solutions
Permanent part time
Approx. 30hrs per week
Full drivers licence required

Please send resume including
references to
Damian.vandillen@nutrien.com.au
or drop off in store at
1 Cyclone Street, Wonthaggi

AF0109

BASS COAST
COLLEGE

ACHIEVING SUCCESS IN A CARING
AND CREATIVE ENVIRONMENT

LIBRARY ASSISTANT
(Education Support Level 1, Range 2)
Job Number 1516618
Part Time (3 days a week)

Fixed Term: March 2, 2026
to December 18, 2026

LIBRARY MANAGER

(Campus Librarian),
Education Support, Level 1, Range 3
Job Number 1516610
Full Time (5 days a week)

Fixed Term: April 20, 2026
to December 18, 2026

HM13324

Applications need to be made
via School Jobs Vic:
www.vic.gov.au/school-jobs

Applications close: February 19, 2026

C,omerF M

N

Sales Manager

Are you a community
minded people person?

South Coast FM, your local community radio
station is looking for a Sales Manager to help
local businesses get their messages on the
air. This is a fantastic lifestyle opportunity to
live and work part time in a great area. You
will have the freedom of Hybrid work and
local travel to build relationships with our
wonderful community.

South Coast FM is a radio station
broadcasting to over 100,000 people across
South Gippsland and Bass Coast - from the
SE Suburbs and Phillip Island to Wonthaggi,
Foster, Mirboo North, Leongatha & Yarram.

As a Registered Charity we believe
in serving the community,
come and be part of the team!

Applications close Sunday, February 22.
Details at southcoastfm.au
apply to manager@southcoastfm.au
or call the Station Manager
Andre on 03 5674 1900

JA23780

{) HiGHVIEW
Bookkeeper

Bass Coast Team

Love what you do and where you do it!

At Highview, we believe that great work
starts with the right people and a supportive
environment.

We’re an award-winning accounting and
financial advisory firm with offices across
Victoria and Queensland, and we’re looking
for an experienced Bookkeeper to join our
Bass Coast team on a part-time basis —

3 days / week minimum.

Key Duties:

» Bookkeeping & payroll processing

* BAS preparation

« Liaising with the ATO

* Assisting with client queries

* Bank reconciliations & general
bookkeeping tasks

About You:

 Experienced in Xero, QuickBooks Online,
MYOB & Reckon

+ Strong communication skills

* Public Practice experience preferred

* Primary production industry experience
essential

Why Join Us:

* Flexible work options and hybrid
arrangements

« Study support and ongoing professional
development

« Clear career progression pathways

This is a permanent full-time role.
Applicants must have full Australian work
rights.

Keen to learn more? Send your CV and
a cover letter sharing why you're the right
fit for the role to our People & Culture
Manager, Rosanne Brownlee, at
rosanne@highview.com.au.

HM13323

NEWHAVEN
COLLEGE

Newhaven College is an independent
co-educational school on Phillip Island
offering quality education for students
from Prep to Year 12

Newhaven College is seeking applications
for the following positions to commence
Term 2, Monday 20 April 2026

Full Time, permanent. Year 7-12, including VCE.

Part Time, permanent. VCE experience preferred.

For more information and details on requirements, duties
and responsibilities, visit our website
www.newhavencol.vic.edu.au/about/work-at-newhaven or
contact Director of Business, Alan Nolan on 03 5956 7505.

Applications (cover letter and CV) to be
submitted to:
recruitment@newhavencol.vic.edu.au
Applications close Monday 23 February

Newhaven College is a child safe environment. Every child has a

right to be safe, and at the College we have a zero tolerance for child
safety risks (including child abuse and reportable conduct). As such,
preferred applicants will be subject to child protection screening,
background and reference checks, verification of identity checks and
must adhere to the College’s child safe practices, as outlined in the Child
Protection Program policies available on the College website.

Connect

with us

@sentineltimes

fled

SITUATIONS VACANT

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE:

Much hardship and difficulty is caused to
jobseekers by misleading advertisements
placed in the employment columns.

Our Positions Vacant / Situations Vacant
columns are reserved for advertisements
which carry a specific and genuine offer of
employment.

Ads for ‘Business Opportunities’,
‘Commission Only/Sales,” training courses
and employment services should be

submitted under those headings.

Placing misleading job ads is an offence
against the ACL and all advertisements
are subject to the publisher's approval.
For further advice contact the Australian
Competition and Consumer Commission on
1300 302 502 or Consumer Affairs Victoria.

% South Gippsland Hospital

Positions Vacant

Board Secretary
Grade 3
0.53 EFT permanent part time

Registered Nurse Midwives
RN Grade 2
Ongoing positions available up to 2.0 EFT

Associate Nurse
Unit Manager - POU
ANUM year 1 -2
0.63 EFT permanent part time

Registered Undergraduate
Student of Nursing
RUSON or RUSON/M
0.21 EFT fixed term position

Health Care Worker
Grade 2 or 3
(depending on qualifications/experience)
0.53 EFT Permanent Part time
x two positions available

Health Care Worker — Casual
Grade 2 or 3
(depending on qualifications/experience)

Exercise and Community
Rehabilitation Practitioner
Exercise Physiologist or
Physiotherapist - Grade 2
0.84 EFT fixed term parental leave position
Dietitian
Grade 2
0.42 EFT fixed term parental leave position

Physiotherapist — Casual
Grade 2

For more information:
https://southgippslandhospital.com.au/
employment-2/

JA23784

Volunteer Expression of Interest

Call Annie on (03) 5683 9704 or
www.southgippslandhospital.com.au/
volunteers

Advertise your
job vacancy

in the Sentinel-Times and get a
FREE listing in our online
and searchable directory at

www.sgst.com.au

Email your job adverts to:
ads@sgst.com.au

DEADLINE: Fridays 3.00pm

Sentinel-Times

Sentinel-Times

DEADLINES

Classified single column
Mondays 12.00 noon
Classified double column
Fridays 3.00pm

Please notethatdouble column advertisements
requiring a proof must be received at least two
hours prior to deadline and proofs will not be
provided for single column advertisements.

TO ADVERTISE

Phone:
5672 1888

Email:
ads@sgst.com.au

In person:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi

Mail:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi

00O

Office Hours:
9am-5pm Monday to Friday

Payments accepted:
e VisA

Advertising conditions:

Full name and address of advertiser must be
supplied even though not necessarily
included in advertisement.

The publishers reserve the right to omit and
alter any advertisement. Please check your
ad is correct the first day it appears. While
every care is taken to ensure your ad is
correct, errors can occur. We regret that we
cannot be responsible for any errors beyond
the first day if you fail to bring it to our
attention.

All advertisements must be prepaid unless
client has an existing credit facility. Accounts
are due and payable on the due date as
shown on the account.

The Motor Car Traders Regulations:

States that from July 1, 1998 all
advertisements for used vehicles including
motorcycles must include the cash price
of vehicle and registration number or
engine number if not registered.
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South Gippsland Bridge Club’s
Catherine Burton (left) and Robyn
Synan (right) received the Faye

Rowlands Encouragement Trophy from
Faye Rowlands herself (centre) after the
recent annual general meeting.

South Gippsland Bridge Club

MARY Brewis and Neville won on Mon-
day night (59.52), in a tie with Sean
Munley and Bruce Higgs.

Susan Ruffin and Alan Johnston third
(56.55) and Matti Shub and John Quay-
le (54.17) who then blitzed Tuesday’s
competition with a dazzling 72.4.

They were followed by Lois Dwyer and
Alan Johnston (56.94), Philip and Nev-
ille Chapman (55.73), Bron Sund and
Mike Dooley (55.21), and Jenny Jacob
and Bruce Higgs (48.44).

For the game after Friday’s annual gen-
eral meeting, the club played a massive
13 tables.

Sean Munley and Bruce Higgs lead-
ing (61.38), Philip and Neville Chapman
(58.01), Peter Campbell and Matt Hig-
gins (57.69), Robyn Synan and Cath-
erine Burton (54.49) Alan Johnston and
Clive Hope (53.53), and Denise Allitt
and Tom Kudelka (51.44) playing N/S.

Sitting E/W, Anne Somerville and
Kathy Dowd (62.02), Lois Dwyer and
Robin Egan (58.01), Amanda Stewart
and Adam Trumble (57.05). Matti Shub
and John Quayle (53.69), Anne Gibson
and Bron Sund (52.40), and Deb Anglim
and John French (50.96).

At the end of the annual general meet-
ing, Catherine Burton and Robyn Synan
were awarded the Faye Rowlands En-
couragement Trophy by the originator of
the award.

Well done to both relatively new players.

Phillip Island Bridge Club

THE bridge tables were buzzing on
Monday, as seven teams vied for top
honours.

The North/South pairing of Jean Bar-
bour and Greg Nicholson took out the
win with an impressive 59.52 per cent,
while the East/West duo of Bronwyn
Sund and Anne Gibson emerged victo-
rious on their side with 55.65 per cent.

The night concluded on a high note, as
players gathered for a social dinner at
the Wooli Tavern.

Midweek, attention turned to the Na-
tionwide competition that saw five ta-
bles compete.

It was Judy O’Connell and Lorrie
Read, clinching first place with a score
of 61.57 per cent.

SGYC Eastern Region Regatta

THE Eastern Region Regatta was
hosted by South Gippsland Yacht Club
at Inverloch over the weekend with club
members competing against visitors
from the Gippsland Lakes Yacht Club
and Port Albert Yacht Club.

Two races were held after the south-
erly change came through at midday.
Overall winners were Peter Kiely A Di-
vision, Matthew Kiely B Division and
Tanith Ryan C Division.

The Eastern Region Regatta Perpetual
trophy was won by South Gippsland
Yacht Club.

Big Build delays threaten
local martial arts clubs

By Bruce Wardley

TWO Heenan Taekwondo
martial arts clubs in Won-
thaggi and Inverloch are
under threat because of a
prolonged delay in the state
government’'s Big Build pro-
gram at Pakenham.

Major roadworks to re-
lieve local bottlenecks, im-
prove traffic flow and make
journeys easier and safer in
Pakenham have adversely
affected Heenan Taekwondo
martial arts.

“Pakenham is our main
operation, it's the headquar-

ters,” said owner James
Heenan.
Contractors have been

on the job for four years
according to Mr Heenan
causing major disruption
and prolonged road clo-
sures which have impacted
their small family business.
Heenan Taekwondo was es-
tablished in 1999 and has
two clubs in Inverloch and
Wonthaggi as well as the
full-time martial arts centre
in Pakenham.

“Without Pakenham the as-
sociated clubs on the Bass
Coast will be forced to shut
down,” said Mr Heenan.

“Wonthaggi has been oper-
ating since 2015 and Inver-
loch since 2018.”

Cassandra and James
Heenan want their com-
plaints heard in Spring
Street.

“We've had discussions

with state Liberal leader
Jess Wilson and Eastern
Victoria Liberal MP Renee
Heath, and were encouraged
to start a petition,” said Mr
Heenan.

Cassandra and James Heenan from Heenan Taekwondo
fear Big Build delays in Pakenham could threaten their
martial arts clubs in Wonthaggi and Inverloch. BO1 0626

The couple’s Urgent Fi-
nancial Relief Needed Due
To Road Closures petition
on Change.org has already
attracted more than 1000
signatures.

The Heenans are not
alone. The $415.7 million
Pakenham Roads Upgrade
has been under construc-
tion since early 2023 with
major works not due for
completion until mid-2026.
Other Pakenham traders
have reported similar trade
losses, with some business-
es forced to cut staff and
reduce opening hours as
road closures and detours
discourage customers from
visiting the area.

“The business which I have
poured my heart and soul
into is weeks away from clos-
ing down because of a stag-
gering 70 per cent decrease in
sales directly resulting from
the ongoing roadworks and
prolonged road closures,”

said Mr Heenan.

“'m not alone in this
struggle, many of my fel-
low business owners face
similar challenges, watch-
ing helplessly as our liveli-
hoods are threatened. In
recent months, extensive
roadworks have all but crip-
pled the flow of customers
to our businesses. The road
closures and diversions dis-
courage foot and vehicular
traffic, leaving our bustling
street eerily quiet. It's a
stark contrast to the thriv-
ing community we once ex-
perienced, and as days turn
into weeks, the financial
strain grows unbearable,”
he said.

“We call upon local author-
ities, government officials,
and relevant stakeholders
to recognise the urgency of
this issue. It is vital that fi-
nancial assistance programs
be established to support
businesses affected by these

roadworks. Compensation
for loss of revenue, grants,
or low-interest loans could
provide the lifeline so many
of us desperately need un-
til the roadworks are com-
plete.”

Big Build Victoria has al-
ready indicated they will re-
ject the petition because it is
not in the government's re-
quired format according to
Mr Heenan.

“Now we have to start
again.”

Mr Heenan said Heenan
Taekwondo had 120 loyal
students aged from three to
68 including special needs
students, para-athletes, stu-
dents from the Gippsland
Sports Academy and school
kids and their parents.

Mr Heenan said he had
taken students overseas to
compete in Korea and Viet-
nam.

“We go to Korea every
year,” Mr Heenan said.

“It's pretty important that
communities come togeth-
er,” said Cassandra Heenan.

“Without community sport
what do the kids do? We're
trying to promote oppor-
tunities for small regional
towns so there are pathways
for the young generation to
follow.”

Ms Heenan said they had
a number of special needs
students that aren’t involved
in mainstream sports and
come to the club because
they feel part of a team.

The Urgent Financial Re-
lief Needed Due To Road
Closures petition can be
found at change.org/p/ur-
gent-financial-relief-needed-
due-to-road-closures.

Brann crowned Gippsland’s

WONTHAGGI Club captain-
coach Joel Brann has capped
off an outstanding represen-
tative season by claiming the
Alan Rankin Memorial Tro-
phy as the 2025-26 Gippsland
Cricketer of the Year.

The award recognises the
most  outstanding player
across the Gippsland Cricket
League representative compe-
tition.

Brann was presented with
the trophy by Gippsland
Cricket president Brendan
O’Loughlin after leading the

Leongatha and District Crick-
et Association through its
GCL campaign.

His consistent performanc-
es across the season also
earned him selection in the
GCL Team of the Season.

Brann was not the only
Wonthaggi Club player recog-
nised, with teammate Jakeb
Thomas also named in the
GCL Team of the Season.

“A great result for both play-
ers and a proud moment to
see our players performing
and being recognised at the

best after standout season

highest level of Gippsland
cricket,” the club said.

The GCL brings together
representative sides from five
associations across the region
including the LDCA, Cricket
Latrobe Valley, Sale-Maffra,
Bairnsdale and Warragul.

RIGHT: Wonthaggi Club
captain-coach Joel Brann
with the Alan Rankin
Memorial Trophy  after
being named the 2025-26
Gippsland Cricketer of the
Year.

Hungry Cats get the South Gippsland Kookas in gutsy cricket win

FACING a long bus trip on
Sunday to Geelong, the South
Gippsland Over 60s fronted
up to the strong Geelong team
on the turf, lost the toss and
had to take the field.

The bodies must have still
been a bit stiff as Geelong,
despite a good catch at first
slip to Gaz, raced out of the
blocks.

However, some tight bowling
and terrific fielding brought
the Kookas back into the game
as Geelong lost five wickets to
be 5/93.

Geelong regrouped and took
their score to 9/174 after their
allotted 40 overs.
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Wicket takers were Adams
3/22 off eight, Loos 2/31 off
eight and Whiteside 1/46 off
eight.

Fielding was exceptional
with three direct hit runouts
courtesy of Richards, Loos
and Gaz.

A good score to chase but
the Kookas’ spirits, initially
high, dropped when suddenly
they were 4/17 off six overs.

Gaz 26, Phil Richards 22 not
out and Mick Whiteside 17 got
some respectability back and
the master blaster Peter Loos
hit a hard 42 retired at the end
to enable South Gippsland to
reach a creditable 143.

Not a bad effort considering
their staggering start.

Man of the match awards
went to Owen Brew of Geelong
for his 3/11 off six overs when
he created chaos early and to
Peter Loos for his all-round
performance.

All in all a great day with no
rain, good cricket and lots of
stories on the long bus trip
home.

RIGHT: Peter Loos was
in everything for the South
Gippsland Over 60s at
Geelong over the weekend,
earning him man of the
match honours.




Inverloch speedcubing
event draws in global legend

By Trent Westaway

CLICKING sounds echoed
throughout the Inverloch
Community Hub over the
weekend as competitors from
all over Australia and even
beyond its borders came to
town for Inverloch’s third of-
ficial World Cube Association
speedcubing tournament.

Held on Saturday and Sun-
day the event now in its third
year felt more special than
ever thanks to the presence
of speedcubing legend Feliks
Zemdegs.

The 30-year-old Melbourne
native is widely recognised as
a pioneer of modern speed-
cubing,.

He has set more than 350
records worldwide including
121 world records and still
holds national records in five
separate categories.

He even has a Netflix docu-
mentary about him titled The
Speed Cubers.

Organiser Monique Wil-
liams said his presence was
fantastic for the younger de-
mographic with many getting
the opportunity to witness
their hero in action.

“It's a bit like if David Beck-
ham turned up to a local soc-
cer match,” she said.

This year the hub hosted
51 competitors ranging in age
from as young as eight to as
old as 56.

Participants came from far
and wide including across
Victoria, interstate and even
overseas with one participant
visiting from China.

The competition had

Speedcubing legend Feliks Zemdegs was in attendance
for Inverloch’s third World Cube Association speedcubing
tournament, pictured solving a 3x3x3 cube in under six
seconds. W15 0626

multiple categories from the
most popular 3x3x3 cube to
2x2x2, 4x4x4 and 5x5x5 as well
as blindfolded events, pyra-
minx, megaminx and more.

Ms Williams said the spirit
of the event was inclusive by
nature.

“Everyone who competes
has a world ranking and every
solve is official,” she said.

“You might have someone
solving a cube in three min-
utes sitting next to someone
solving it in six seconds.

“They judge for each other,
they time for each other, they
scramble the cubes.

“It's all about community.”

The event is run by Speed-
cubing Australia, a volunteer-
run organisation that works
with the World Cube Asso-
ciation to deliver sanctioned
competitions where competi-
tors can have their scores

officially recorded.

Delegates travel to Inverloch
to provide equipment and
help ensure results are re-
corded properly.

The event began three years
ago when Ms Williams’ son
Harvey asked Speedcubing
Australia if Inverloch could
host its own tournament.

“He’d been going around
Australia to tournaments and
just wanted one locally,” she
said.

“So we spoke to Speedcub-
ing Australia and got it off the
ground.”

Ms Williams said local rep-
resentation continues to grow
with competitors from In-
verloch, Wonthaggi, Mirboo
North and Phillip Island tak-
ing part.

Local cuber Oliver Thomas
from Wonthaggi had a great
moment at the tournament

setting a new personal best
single in the 3x3x3, solving it
in under 10.3 seconds.

Roman Rudakov, 15, from
North Melbourne set a new
Australian record in the me-
gaminx event solving it in 27
seconds.

A megaminx is a 12-sided
dodecahedron-shaped  ver-
sion of the Rubik’s Cube.

Despite now holding the
national record in that cat-
egory Roman said the 2x2x2
remains his strongest event
where he currently sits third
in Australia and 25th in the
world.

Feliks said it was great to
see competitions reaching re-
gional communities.

“When I started there were
only a few comps in Mel-
bourne and Sydney,” he said.

“Now it's everywhere.

“Every school probably has
a few kids into cubing.

“Having regional comps
means people don’'t have to
travel far to be part of it.”

He said the growth of cub-
ing could be attributed to its
simple and rewarding loop.

“You practise, you get better,
you learn more and you enjoy
that process,” he said.

“You can really see the pay-
off when you put work into it.”

He also had some advice for
NEeWCOMErs.

“Practice is number one,” he
said.

“And when you start don't
try to turn as fast as the world
record videos.

“Focus on being smooth and
calm.

“That goes a long way.”

Johnson and

PHILLIP Island Boardriders
Club held its third longboard
competition at Cat Bay on Sat-
urday and scored sensational
conditions.

Longboard director Nala Tay-
lor made the call to start the
contest later in the day to wait
for the incoming tide allowing
the public to enjoy the bay in
the morning,

Competitors were judged on
nose riding and rail surfing,
use of the critical section of the
wave, variety of manoeuvres,
commitment and control and
overall footwork.

Luke Johnson delivered a
standout performance to claim
victory in the Open Men's di-
vision showing remarkable
composure and executing criti-
cal nose rides throughout his
heats.

His mastery on the front of
the board also earned him the
Best Nose Ride Award.

In the Open Women'’s division

Taylor claim longboard titles at Cat Bay

Taylor impressed judges and
spectators with her commit-
ment and stylish toes-over-the-
nose riding to claim a well-de-
served win.

Mark Letts secured the top
spot in the Style Masters divi-
sion expertly picking off the
long lefts and riding them all
the way to shore.

The Best Cut Back Award
went to Timmi Ungar.

“With such fierce competition
in the men's draw it feels in-
credible to make the podium in
such spectacular conditions,”
finalist Zev Landes said.

Results

Open Men: 1. Luke Johnson
(17.50) 2. Timmi Ungar (9.63)
3. Zev Landes (8.17).

Open Women: 1. Nala Tay-
lor (11.83) 2. Jacquie Cham-
bers (8.77) 3. Lucy Camenzuli
(7.50).

Style Masters: 1. Mark Letts
(13.36) 2. Andrew Lidsey
(13.00) 3. Tim Corney (7.40).

=

Open Men’s winner Luke Johnson executes a nose ride at

Cat Bay on Saturday. Photo: Andrew Lidsey.

SGB swimmers make
splash at All Juniors
Gippsland finals

SOUTH Gippsland Bass swimmers made
a big splash at the All Juniors Gippsland
finals at Warragul Leisure Centre on Satur-
day with 83 competitors making the club
the equal biggest at the meet.

Only host club Warragul had more swim-
mers on deck with 84 as 323 young com-
petitors from seven Gippsland clubs de-
scended on the pool for one of the season’s
biggest events.

It was a breakthrough moment for many
of the club’s youngest members with eight
and nine-year-olds taking on the 50-metre
pool in all four strokes for the first time at
a major competition. The nerves were high
but the youngsters dazzled with their de-
termination.

Older SGB squad members helped the
younger swimmers settle in and cheered
them on from the pool deck.

The day started with standout efforts in
the time trials including swimmers who
achieved qualifying times for the National
Championships later this year.

The top eight in each stroke for the eight
to 16 age groups who have not won a med-
al at country or state level will head to the
Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre on
Saturday, March 21 for the Country All Ju-
nior semi-finals.

Approximately three quarters of those
who competed qualified for MSAC which is
a terrific achievement for the region.

There was plenty of excitement from the
younger swimmers when they discovered
they had qualified to swim at MSAC, a ven-
ue they associate with the big kids.

The growing interest in adult swimming
continued with several heats contested in
the Masters events.

SGB's strong showing follows a success-
ful 2026 Mattioli Country LC Champion-
ships in Geelong last month where the
club’s 71-strong team finished fourth over-
all against the best of regional Victoria.

The clubs have one more event at Moe on
February 21 before the Gippsland Champi-
onships are held from March 7 to 9.

Fierce but friendly
competition at the GSI 11

GSI 11 was hosted by East Gippsland
Water Dragons at Sale recently. A collabo-
ration between East Gippsland and Sale
swimming clubs, with 167 swimmers en-
joying a day of outdoor racing, including
the 10 SGB swimmers, with plenty of per-
sonal bests, getting some qualifying times
for upcoming events such as Nationals,
as well as getting in some practice before
school swimming,

The swimmers will return in just more
than a month for the Gippsland Champi-
onships, so it was a chance for many of
the younger swimmers to increase their
familiarity with the pool, including racing
in a 50m pool. The clubs were thankful to
the officials for making it happen.

This event was a chance for those swim-
mers from the East of Gippsland to have a
close meet, with 51 East Gippsland Water
Dragons competing, as it's not often that
they get to be the biggest club.

There were also plenty of parents com-
peting - it looks like there will be some
great over-35 relays with plenty of Sale
Swimming Club parents getting another
GSI ticked off, so they can compete. With
several Masters swimming groups train-
ing throughout the region, there will be
some fierce but friendly competition.

TI D E TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY
February 10 February 11 February 12 February 13 February 14 February 15 February 16
6:12am 12:30am 1:07am 1:47am 2:34am 3:35am 4:57am
G “ I D E A 1.50m A 0.66m A 0.74m A 0.81m A 0.89m A 0.94m A 0.95m
v 12:24pm A 6:42am A 7:14am A 7:51am A 8:38am A 9:40am A 10:57am
TIDAL PREDICTIONS FROM 0.30m 1.45m 1.39m 1.32m 1.26m 1.20m 1.17m
PORT PHILLIP HEADS y 7:4pm ” 12:58pm ” 1:34pm ” 2:15pm ” 3:04pm ¥ 4:08pm Y 5:25pm
Approx. Tide Variations: Seal Rocks, 1.45m 0.33m 0.36m 0.41m 0.45m 0.48m 0.48m
Venus Bay, Waratah Bay and Cape A 7:56pm A 8:43pm A 9:38pm A 10:42pm A 11:49pm
Woolamai (Same), Tooradin +2hrs 45, 1.40m 1.35m 1.31m 1.29m 1.30m
Cowes Pier +50, Stony Point +40

e —

"Email us your

news@sgst.com.au
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PORT | BOWLS

T d

The Jack Attack winners at the Foster Bowls Club
were the Low Rollers, Taj, Nicole and Tania.

BREAKAWAY BOWLS

FRIDAY has passed and anoth-
er team of worthy winners.

The winners were Jan Murphy,
Helen Gladstone and Les Stan-
bury.

They won with +16, a great win.

FISH CREEK

WHAT a great weekend for the
Fishy bowls club.

An excellent achievement to
see all teams make the finals
next Saturday.

Division 2 played second
placed Meeniyan and had a con-
vincing win 66/14 to 53/2.

Bill Symmons’ rink won 32
to 17, Rob Mortlock won 22 to
20 and Scott Jennings narrowly
went down 12 to 16.

This now sees Fish Creek host
the second semi which will be
against Meeniyan again.

It would be great to see as many
supporters there as possible.

Division 4 had to win against Ko-
rumburra to finish top four and
recorded a big win 68/14 to 51/2.

Rob Poletti’s rink won 25 to
12, Bron Williams won 26 to 16
and the Heywoods just falling
short 17 to 23.

Fish Creek now plays at Wont-
haggi in a knockout final.

Division 6 finished the season
strongly and defeated Mirboo
North 44/10 to 36/0.

Kelvin Flanders’ rink won
22/16 and Fritz McKenzie won
22/20.

Fish Creek now finish second
and play at Wonthaggi with a
chance of going straight into the
grand final.

Congratulations to all sides.

Midweek last Tuesday saw
Division 2 defeat Phillip Island
57/14 to 47/2.

Wendy and Bronwyn having
the winning rinks.

Fish Creek will also qualify for
finals with the last round played
on Sunday.

Bad luck story goes to the Divi-
sion 4 midweek who played Le-
ongatha and lost on the last end
on each rink which saw the club
go down by three shots 38 to 41.

Fish Creek now can’t reach fi-
nals but it has been a successful
first year for Division 4.

Barefoot bowls continues to
thrive and last week’s winners
were Deb Cooper, Peter Cook
and Phil Cornwall, proudly
sponsored by Southern Stock-
feeds and Brandt.

Last Friday saw a tremendous
night at the club with the men’s
and ladies’ pairs final.

It was a great atmosphere view-
ing from the new elevated deck,
which would be as good a facility
as any for the area.

The monthly barbecue followed.

In the men’s, Bruce Cooper
and Bokka O’Keefe defeated Bill
Symmons and Fritz McKenzie
who substituted for Ian Eddy.

It was a quality game of bowls
with Bill and Fritz getting away
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to an early lead but Bruce and
Bokka fought back and claimed
the title 19 to 14 shots.

The ladies was played between
Wendy Watkins and Anne Cow-
ell against Linda Heywood and
Bronwyn Williams.

Once again, Wendy and Anne
jumped away to a good lead, but
Bron and Linda fought hard late
but could not make up the leeway
with final scores also 19 to 14.

The mixed pairs draw has been
done, and early matches need to
be completed within the next 10
days or so.

Also, Fish Creek is looking for
more names in the 21-up com-
petition.

Good bowling next Saturday to
all sides.

FOSTER
THURSDAY, January 29, was
the Cellarbrations at Foster

sponsored three-bowl Triples
event.

It was an all-round great day
on the green.

Winners were the Foster team
of Sue, Kelvin and Ian.

Runners up were the Fish
Creek team of Rob Poletti, Bill
Symmons and Mal Heywood.

Best Game prizes went to the
Morwell team of Ron, Max and fill-
in Matt Gallagher of Welshpool.

The encouragement prizes
went to the Foster team of John
Warren, Dave Hutchinson and
Daryl Talmash.

This is another annual event
that will be added to the calen-
dar of events.

There was a full field again last
week at Jack Attack.

The club is into the second week
of the competition, and a lot of ex-
cellent bowling is being seen.

Winners on the night were the
Low Rollers, Taj, Nicole and
Tania, winning vouchers from
another new sponsor jumping on
board in Aherns Fruit Market.

Many thanks Josh and the
team.

Runners up, winning the choc-
olate prizes sponsored by Prom-
ontory Kitchens were BMF, with
Dion, Jen and Stu.

There was lots of fun with all
the raffles as usual.

It was another great night for
everyone.

See you all back next week.

INVERLOCH

WEDNESDAY saw the Com-
munity Bowls competition start
up again.

The enjoyment on bowlers’ fac-
es was quite noticeable.

They obviously had been miss-
ing the competition.

Thursday social bowls was
well attended again.

Winners on the day with two
wins and 22 shots up were Mean
Price, Chris Nevill, Gary Cantwell
and Keith Cousens (skip).

Runners up on two wins and
16 shots up were Gay Higgins,
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Thursday’s South West Gippsland Midweek Bowls
Group winners were Shirl Corcoran (3), Aggie Gratton
(2), Bev Hyslop (L) and Phil Wright (S).

Peter Gentsch, Liz Jacobs and
Phil Price (skip).

The hard luck story for the
day was the team of Roger Wi-
itingslow, Jill Edwards, Greg
Edwards, Richard Huntriss and
Daryl McStravick (skip).

KORUMBURRA

WITH the Pennant season
drawing to a close, it has been a
somewhat disappointing season
in the penultimate week of home
and away.

Midweek Division 1 travelled
to Corinella.

Ben Peachey had a 21 all draw.

Katrina Evans won 16 shots to
14.

Unfortunately, Grumpy went
down 23 shots to 12.

In Division 2, the team trav-
elled to Meeniyan.

Jim Garnham lost 18 shots to
22, Geoff Barber won 28 shots
to 19 and Peter Hearn lost 20
shots to 13.

In Saturday Pennant, Rob-
ert Cosson lost 22 shots to 16,
Charlie Edgarton won 18 shots
to 15 and Shane O’Loughlin lost
13 shots to 27.

Division 3 travelled to Foster
with Grumpy the only winner,
getting up 23 shots to 18.

Rob Sund went down 24 shots
to 12 and Garry Dorling went
down 20 shots to 11.

Division 4 travelled to Fish
Creek.

Ben Peachey won 23 shots to
17, Alan Cherrett lost 25 shots
to 12 and Wayne Blogg lost 26
shots to 16.

Division 6 hosted Lang Lang,

Jo Lomagno went down 26
shots to seven and Mick Man-
ning won 21 shots to eight.

With Division 6 the only team
to make the finals, all players
are asked to come and support
them next Saturday at home.

MIDWEEK BOWLS

SIXTY-FOUR bowlers turned
up at Loch on Thursday, Febru-
ary 5, for the weekly meeting of
the South West Gippsland Mid-
week Bowls Group.

The bowlers were welcomed by
the club president John Nichol-
son while Bev and Vern Elliott
organised the teams for the day.

Once the bowlers were told
their teams and went to the
green the weekly challenge began
on a warm and humid day.

As usual a few wrong bias
bowls resulted in a donation to
the Royal Children’s Hospital tin.

The winners this week were
Shirl Corcoran (3), Aggie Grat-
ton (2), Bev Hyslop (L) and Phil
Wright (S) 38.

Runners up were Bill Sherriff
(S), Margaret McConville (L),
Max Summers (3) and Robert
Benson (2) 36 points.

Best one game winners were
Mick Sheers (S), Alison Devine
(L), Helen Blake (3) and Derek
Fenn (2) 19 points.

Wonthaggi Bowls Club’s Turkey Triples winners
were Peter Forrest,

Marilyn Forrest and Lindsey

Meredith from Phillip Island.

A big thank you to Alex for set-
ting up the green.

Also, a big thanks to Trevor for
manning the bar and to Robyn and
Sally for looking after the kitchen
and cleaning up afterwards.

Next week on Thursday, Febru-
ary 12, the group will be meet-
ing up at Corinella Bowls Club
to once again enjoy a great day of
social bowls.

Please be on site by 10am to
allow time to prepare the teams.

With 64 bowlers attending this
week and a capacity of only 56,
there will have to be strict on a
10am cut off time.

The club looks forward to your
attendance again next week.

WONTHAGGI

IT was another busy week at
the club.

Tuesday saw Division 1 play
host to Inverloch at Wonthaggi
on a fine, mild day.

With both teams in the top
four, it was always going to be a
close match.

The final scores were Wonthag-
gi 53, Inverloch 62.

Division 2 travelled to Inver-
loch looking for a win.

The match was decided on the
last bowl of the day.

The final scores were Wonthag-
gi 52, Inverloch 56.

Division 3 drove to Foster look-
ing to keep second place on the
ladder, but the day didn't go as
planned.

The final scores were Wonthag-
gi 51, Foster 74.

Tuesday night saw a good num-
ber enjoy barefoot bowls on a
fine, warm evening.

Wednesday was Turkey Triples
Day.

With both greens full, the day
was a great result for the club.

At the end of the day, only two
teams were able to win all four
games.

The winners were a team from
Phillip Island - Peter Forrest,
Marilyn Forrest and Lindsey
Meredith - with four wins and
plus 20 shots.

The runners up were a team
from Korumburra - Wayne, Ken
and Neil - with four wins and
plus 16 shots.

Best game went to a team from
Wonthaggi - Wayne, Scott and
George - with a score of 16 shots
up.

The NABA award went to a
team from Phillip Island - Cur-
tis, Alan and Wayne.

Thursday social bowls at
9.30am saw a good number of
bowlers enjoy a bowl and lunch.

Social bowls at lpm saw a
smaller number of bowlers, with
many looking for a rest after two
days of bowls.

Three-bowl pairs were the or-
der of the day over two games of
10 ends.

There were two teams that
were two-game winners, with the
winners being Alan Lowe and
Lyn Tagell with two wins and 33

points.

The runners up were Frank
Tagell and Steve Bruynen with
two wins and 31 points.

Friday night was a success,
with a good number of members
there to enjoy the night.

The members jackpot didn’t go
off, so next week it will be $70.

Stan was a happy meat tray
winner, while Roger won the
chicken tray.

Maggi and Trevor each won a
brekky pack.

Other winners were Dennis,
Mal and Wayne.

Saturday saw Division 1 travel
to Inverloch looking for a win to
retain second place on the lad-
der, recording a good result. The
final scores were Wonthaggi 62,
Inverloch 49.

Division 2 played host to In-
verloch at Wonthaggi on a warm,
sunny day with a slight breeze.

All rinks played well to retain
third place on the ladder.

The final scores were Wonthag-
gi 74, Inverloch 46.

Division 4 (3) travelled to Fos-
ter looking to retain top place on
the ladder.

All rinks did enough to keep
first place on the ladder.

The final scores were Wonthag-
gi 47, Foster 53.

Division 4 (4) played host to In-
verloch at Wonthaggi looking for
a win to keep third place on the
ladder.

All rinks played well to record
a good win. The final scores were
Wonthaggi 56, Inverloch 49.

Division 6 played host to In-
verloch at Wonthaggi looking for
a win to keep first place on the
ladder.

The final scores were Wonthag-
gi 41, Inverloch 31.

Bowls this week:

Tuesday: Pennant.

Tuesday night: Barefoot Bowls
at 6pm - doors open at 4pm.

Thursday: Social bowls at
9.30am.

Thursday: Social bowls at 1pm.

Friday: Coaching at 10am.

Saturday: Pennant finals.

Don’t forget the Friday night
members draw, which will be
8§70 this week, plus meat trays
and other prizes to win.

WONTHAGGI INDOOR

IT was another great week with
48 bowlers playing over the two
days.

Winners on Tuesday with +20
(two games) were Theo Schol-
ey, Judy Sweetnam and Maggie
Scapin.

Runners up with +19 (two
games) were Carol Thorp, Robert
McLaren and Fred Demenech.

Friday saw just one team win
both games.

The team included Mary
Spooner, Ray McCurry and Max
Sweetnam with a score of +8
(two games).

Runners up with one win and
a draw (+3) were Theo Scholey,
Lia Smith and Fred Demenech.



GOLF | SPORT

South Gippsland Golf Inc’s Maree Anderson Opening Day winners and runners up were Kay Dumbleton (Leongatha], Diarne
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Meeniyan Golf Club’s

Februa-ry

Maskell and Trudy Olden (Korumburra) Jo Graeme and Irene Holm (Meeniyan), and Louise Vuillermin and Tanya Thorson Medal runner up Sue Hoskin with
(Meeniyan). Absent: Michelle Roberts (Leongatha).

Leppin, Barb Twite, Lyn Mclvor and Maree Wittingslow.

KORUMBURRA

TUESDAY, February 3:

Stableford: 42 players.

A Grade winner: Greg Wilson
(13) 41 points.

B Grade winner: Peter McMas-
ter (30) 40 points.

NTPs: first Fletcher McLennan,
seventh Mick Bull, 10th Brian
Brown and 13th Pete Wallace.

Thursday, February 5:

Stableford: 20 players.

A Grade winner: Guv Fields (5)
36 points.

B Grade winner:
Knights (19) 43 points.

NTPs: first Steve Duffield, sev-
enth Iain Riddell, 10th Chris Mc-
Connell and 13th Barry Kerr.

Saturday, February 7:

Monthly Medal and first round
of Club Championships: 70
players.

Monthly Medal winner: Dave
Enbom (18) 64 net.

A Grade winner: Billy Wrigley
(4) 69 net.

Scratch winner: Billy Wrigley
(4) 73 C/B.

NTPs: first Zac Scholte, sev-
enth Jack Clink, 10th Greg
Shuttlesworth and 13th Jake
Cochrane.

Wayne

Ladies

THE women's 2026 Opening
Day on January 28 featured a
three-four person Ambrose.

Winners with 60 net: Lyn Lep-
pin, Barb Twite, Lyn Mclvor and
Maree Wittingslow.

Runners up 60.125 net: Karen
Sorrell, Shelley Snooks, Deb
Wrigley and Merrissa Cosson.

NTPs: first Julie Hillberg, 10th
Deb Wrigley and 13th Gail Beer.

Saturday’s Sportspower-spon-
sored competition winner Gail
Beer (27) 44 points. Runner up
Jenny Blackmore (21) 41.

BDTL: Julie Cole and Aliesha
Wrigley 40, Merrissa Cosson 39.

NTPs: first Shelley Snooks,
seventh Gail Beer, 10th Karen
Sorrell and 13th Deb Wrigley.

Beginner/Guest Day winners:

Jenny Blackmore and Cherie
Douglas; Julie Hillberg and Kim
Edwards. Member/Member:
Maree Wittingslow and Julie
Cole.

Korumburra hosted the SGGI
Maree Anderson Opening Day
with 70 players. Trudy Olden
and Diarne Maskell won B Grade
with 48 points.

Monthly Medal winner Trudi
Mantell 97(25)72 net. Runner up
Kerri Besley 88(14)74 net.

BDTL: Lyn Meclvor 77 net.
NTPs: first Trudy Olden and sev-
enth Kerri.

LEONGATHA

RESULTS: Tuesday, February 3.

4BBB Par, 67 entrants.

Winners: Bernard  Skerys
and Nicholas Byrne 10; Dave
Brownett and Michael Delaney
7 c/b.

NTPs: fifth Winton Knop, 14th
Jeremy de Silva and 16th Chris-
topher Leaver.

Thursday, February 5:

Icarus Skin Cancer Clinic Sta-
bleford, 81 entrants.

Overall winner: Steve Fisher
(18) 39 points.

A Grade: Christopher Buck-
land (-1) (Yarram) 35 c¢/b; Nicho-
las Byrne (10) 35.

B Grade: Malcolm Legge (15)
36 ¢/b; Gordon Morrison (14) 36.

C Grade: Steve Fisher (18) 39;
Matthew Pearce (19) 38.

D Grade: Bruce Clark (21) 37;
Gerald Freestone (28) 36 c¢/b.

NTPs: fifth Ken Smirk, 14th
Dave Brownett and 16th Doug
Clemann.

Saturday, February 7:

Pro Stroke, 73 entrants.

Overall winner:
McRitchie (15) -3.

A Grade: Terry Lund (9); Jer-
emy de Silva (8) -2.

B Grade: Grant McRitchie (15)
-3; Steve Piasente (15) -1.

C Grade: Jensen Garnham (22)
-2 ¢/b; Gerry Carcour (20) -2

NTPs: fifth Harry Stuart, 14th
Ian Blencowe and 16th Miles
Wrigley.

Grant

Stableford, 24 entrants.
Winners: Karen de Groot (35)
45 points; Anne Gibson (34) 38.

Ladies

FORTY women competed in
the Stableford event last week.

B Grade winner Lianne Adam-
son 41 points. Runner up Le-
anne Costello on count back.

A Grade winner Deb Miller 41
points. Runner up Maryanne
Gartner 38.

DTL to 35: Glenyce McRobert,
Anne Gibson, Sue Bowler, Chris
Lay, Robin Smith, Di Williams
and Karen Bear.

NTP 16th Colleen Touzel.

MEENIYAN

THE R and H Poletti 4BBB fi-
nal was won by Susan Straw and
Gail Browne. Runners up An-
drea Thorson and Pam Erving,

Lorraine Eddy Singles Board
won by Irene Holm from Louise
Vuillermin.

February Medal winner Louise
Vuillermin 96-36-60 net. Runner
up Sue Hoskin 98-31-67 net.

Putting: Dot Christie and Sue
Hoskin 30 putts.

DLB: Jan Trease 72, Dot
Christie 73 and Faye Lepage 76.

MIRBOO NORTH

TUESDAY, January 27: Stabl-
eford.

A Grade: G. Renwick (10) 41
c¢/b. B Grade: Cayden Gunn (18)
36.

DTL: B. Skinner 41, R. Felm-
ingham, P Cummaudo and D.
Taylor 36.

NTP: fourth G. Renwick, sixth
N. Rutledge, 13th N. Lugton and
16th R. Felmingham.

Saturday, February 7: Stroke.

A Grade: P Woodall (8) 66 net.
B Grade: S. Evison (21) 67 net.

DTL: N. Rutledge and S. McK-
enzie 68, S. Mills 69, M. Heiberg
and N. Whichello 70.

NTP: fourth S. Mclnnes, sixth
G. Renwick, 13th A. Liebe and
16th P Woodall.

. Wonthaggi Golf Club’s C Grade winner Heather
Korumburra’s Opening Day Ambrose winning team included Lyn Wintle, A Grade winner Jenny McRae, and overall
and B Grade winner Lisa Brusamarello.

winner Louise Vuillermin.

South Gippsland Golf
Inc Maree Anderson
Opening Day

SEVENTY women competed
in the Opening Day 4BBB at Ko-
rumburra Golf Club last Friday.
Handley and Anderson Funerals
of Wonthaggi provided prizes,
continuing 34 years of sponsor-
ship.

A Grade: Kay Dumbleton and
Michelle Roberts (Leongatha) 48
points. Runners up Irene Holm
and Jo Graeme (Meeniyan) 47.

B Grade: Diarne Maskell and
Trudy Olden (Korumburra) 48.
Runners up Louise Vuillermin
and Tanya Thorson (Meeniyan)
47.

DTL to 44 points.

NTPs: first Jenny McRae (Won-
thaggi), seventh Shelley Snooks
(Korumburra), 10th Vicki Roff-
Smith (Phillip Island) and 13th
Pam Rothfield (Phillip Island).

Next district event is the SGGI
Bowl at Leongatha on May 8.

WONTHAGGI

RESULTS: February 2.

Stableford 18-hole.

Overall winner: David Banner-
man 41.

A Grade: David Bannerman
41. Runner up Rod McBride 38.

B Grade: Tim Skate 41. Run-
ner up Frank Huber 39.

DTL: Warwick Judkins 37,
Martin Cox 37, Ron Shanks 36
and four others on 35.

NTPs: Stephen Kane second,
Warren Drummett fourth, Ken
Groves eighth, Glenn Hewlett
13th and Gary Youlten 17th.

Stableford back nine: Kevin
Bayley 19.

February 7:

Monthly Medal, Stroke and

putting - first round Champion-
ships.
Monthly Medal: Rod Walker 68.
A Grade: Daniel Crellin 70.
Runner up Simon O’Halloran 71.
B Grade: Glen Turner 69. Run-
ner up Kevin Bayley 69.
C Grade: Rod Walker 68.

Woorayl Golf Club’s A Grade winner
Pauline Lancaster, and B Grade and
Monthly Medal winner Tracey Ryan.

Runner up Paul Cornelis 69.

D Grade: Red Rodgers 71.
Runner up Ian McDonald 71.

DTL: 70-72 net including John
Walsh, Norm Burne, Shaun
Stirton and 16 others.

NTPs: Warren Drummett sec-
ond, Kevin Jamieson fourth, Mi-
chael Hetherington eighth, Leigh
Clifford 13th and Daniel Crellin
17th.

Ladies

TWENTY-SEVEN players en-
joyed their last round of Stabl-
eford before the 2026 Women's
Championships.

Overall and B Grade win-
ner Lisa Brusamarello (23) 45
points.

A Grade Jenny McRae (21) 39.
C Grade Heather Wintle (40) 44.

DTL: Andrea Grenville 40,
Sharon Patullo 40, Donna Bros-
nan 39, Robyn Wilkinson 39 and
Chris Hamilton 39.

NTP: second Sharon Patullo,
eighth Lisa Brusamarello, 13th
Andrea Grenville and 17th Marg
Johnson.

WOORAYL

FEBRUARY Monthly Medal,
sponsored by Invisage Blinds,
17 players.

A Grade: Pauline Lancaster c¢/b
from Heather Sullivan, 24-93-
69.

B Grade and Medal: Tracey
Ryan c¢/b from Ann Poole, 45-
114-69.

BDL: Heather Sullivan 69, Ann
Poole 69, Bev Bridge 72 and
Sherrill Winkler 74.

NTPs: eighth and 11th Elly
Berryman, 17th Kath Davis.

Putting: Ann Poole 28 putts c/b
from Heather Sullivan.

Summer Wednesday winner
Sherrill Winkler, runner up Bev
Bridge.

JSL Summer Trophy winner
Sherrill Winkler Avg6 - 69.30.
Runner up Janet Thompson
Avg/6 - 71.77.
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Legends honoured in
recognition round

THE Leongatha and District Cricket As-
sociation has honoured two of its most
dedicated servants as part of the Round 12
Recognition Round.

Korumburra Cricket Club nominated life
member Darren Scott, while Leongatha
Town Cricket Club put forward long-time
contributor Jareth Hume.

Scott holds the games record at Korum-
burra and was inducted as an inaugural
Cobra Legend in 2023.

He served as club president and cap-
tained both the A and B Grade sides, play-
ing in an A Grade one-day premiership
and two B Grade premierships.

He was also recognised as the Wes Olden
Medallist in 2020-21.

A lower-order batsman known for his
aggressive run-scoring when it mattered
most, Scott's slow-medium deliveries
proved deceptively effective throughout his
career.

“Few names resonate through the history
of the Korumburra Cricket Club quite like
Darren Scott,” the club’s nomination read.

“A mentor, a leader, and above all, a dedi-
cated clubman.”

Hume began playing for Leongatha Town
as a 13-year-old in the under 16s and has
gone on to play more than 300 games for
the club.

A hard-hitting right-handed batsman,
he has made numerous centuries and is a
premiership player.

Off the field, Hume served as club presi-
dent for two terms totalling six years and
as secretary for three years prior.

He has also been president of the junior
committee and a member of the associa-
tion’s committee of management for sev-
eral terms.

Hume has spent countless hours curat-
ing the Scorpion Park pitch over the past
four years and organised a successful club
auction to raise funds.

His wife Melissa and their four children
are also active contributors to the club.

One of Hume’s favourite on-field memo-
ries is taking the wicket of Harvey Pool,
while a standout batting moment came in
a two-day game when he hit a six off the
final over to win the match with eight runs
needed.

The Recognition Round matches were
played on Saturday, February 7 and con-
tinue on Saturday, February 14.

Allambee Mirboo
and District Tennis

SECTION 1 results: Westernport Red 6.43
defeated Outtrim 2.19; Westernport White
7.45 defeated Leongatha 1.22; Korumburra
4.40 defeated Koonwarra 4.38.

Ladder: Leongatha 85; Westernport White
64; Koonwarra 63; Westernport Red 57; Ko-
rumburra 51; Outtrim 38.

Section 2 results: Korumburra 4.36 de-
feated Outtrim 4.35; Leongatha 4.39 defeat-
ed Baromi 4.35.

Ladder: Leongatha 74; Baromi 63;
Outtrim 52; Korumburra 49.

Another close round of tennis in both Sec-
tions this week.

Both the Westernport teams were at home
and had good wins.

Leongatha was without Matt and Keirah
Pocklington in its match against Western-
port White, but the young players played
well and got some great experience.

Koonwarra and Korumburra had the clos-
est game of Section 1, with just two games
in it.

Korumburra and Outtrim had the closest
game of the week, with just one game the
difference.

The score for this match wasn’t received
until Sunday morning, so the two points for
the win weren’t awarded to Korumburra.

Leongatha and Baromi also had a close
match, but Leongatha won the day.

Quite a few players have headed off to
Country Week.

Good luck to all.

I'd also like to congratulate Neil Langstaff,
the star of the pickleball court. Neil was the
Pickleball Champion in the over 65 dou-
bles. What a star!

Stingettes and Scorps set for grand final

INVERLOCH and Leongatha
Town will meet in the Leon-
gatha and District Cricket As-
sociation women’s grand final
on Saturday, February 22 af-
ter both sides won their semi-
finals on Sunday.

Inverloch v Glen Alvie

THE Inverloch Stingettes
earned their ticket into the
grand final after winning a
tight contest against Glen Alvie
on Sunday.

The Stingettes went into the
match as favourites after being
crowned minor premiers at
the end of the home and away
season.

Glen Alvie won the toss and
chose to bowl.

Inverloch put forward some
consistent partnerships with
Karin Sluiter standing out
from the pack with 19 runs.

Jacqueline Newman and
Charley Donohue contributed
14 runs each.

Glen Alvie was not going to
make it an easy victory for In-
verloch, taking eight wickets
and adding plenty of penalty
runs to kick start its score.

Gaby Hynes took two wick-
ets and her later performance
with the bat would earn her
player of the match.

Inverloch finished its innings
with a score of 8/104 but its
fielding performance would
stretch that score to a winning
total of 125.

Hynes was Glen Alvie’s best
with the bat making 20 runs
which included three fours.

She was closely followed by
Madelene Ylen who made 19
runs and belted out four fours.

Two wickets were taken
by Inverloch captain Keely
Dennerley and the team took
a total of five.

Glen Alvie pulled up short
with a total of 117 sending
the Stingettes into the grand
final.

Town v Phillip Island

WITH soft dew on the
ground and a giant “80” cele-
brating the club’s long history
watching over the oval, Scor-
pion Park looked a picture on
Sunday morning and so did
the Scorps.

If there had been an award
for most nervous energy be-
fore the first ball it would
have gone hands-down to
club president Cam Dowling,

Dowling has personally
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umpired every women’s Scor-
pions match over the past
three seasons standing for ev-
ery delivery.

It is a mammoth commit-
ment and one that has helped
build the program into what it
is today.

With two official LDCA
umpires on duty Dowling
swapped the clicker for the
scorebook and the game was
ready to begin.

Town won the toss and
elected to bat.

The buzz around the wom-
en’s team was unmistakable.

The crowd kept building
until the pavilion was filled to
the brim with supporters all
eager to see the Scorps take
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the field.

With the bat Town put to-
gether steady partnerships
throughout the innings.

Kate Oates (26), Natalie
Challis (25) and Sarah Knox
(20) led the way with impor-
tant contributions.

Every boundary brought a
roar from the pavilion while
sharp singles and quick twos
kept the scoreboard ticking.

At the end of the innings
Town had posted a competi-
tive 131 in hot and humid
conditions.

Phillip Island began its
chase with 15 penalty runs
but the Scorps’ bowlers kept
things tight from the outset.

With disciplined line and

Glen Alvie captain Jess Luff closed the batting for her side on Sunday. tk0O3_0626

length and sharp fielding
pressure runs were hard to
come by:.

Although only four wickets
fell Town never allowed the
game to slip controlling the
tempo from start to finish.

The final scores were Town
143 and Phillip Island 99.

Credit must go to Phil-
lip Island who fielded a side
of eight and consistently
punched above its weight this
season playing the game in
great spirit.

Oates’ quick work behind
the stumps earned her player
of the match.

Town will face Inverloch in
the grand final on Saturday,
February 22.

Young Billie Ieads_the way at Korumburra Golf Club

A
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IT’S golf championship time
around a few of the South
Gippsland clubs at the mo-
ment and some good scoring
too with the weather fine at
the weekend and courses in
excellent condition.

At Korumburra Golf Club
there’s a great go for A Grade
honours between the master
Steve Bromby and up-and-
comer 16-year-old Billie Wrig-
ley.

Bromby has claimed the
club title a couple of doz-
en times and the South
Gippsland title on numerous
occasions as well but every-
one at the club is convinced
Billie is the heir apparent.

Whether it will be this year
is yet to be decided with three
rounds to go next Saturday
and on the following week-

end but last Saturday the pair
were locked on 73 after round
one.

Billie took out the A Grade
trophy for the day playing off
a handicap of four as com-
pared to Steve’s +1 but both
golfers have some way to go
before matching the 63 off the
stick by Billie’'s father Matt
Wrigley at the course a couple
of weeks ago.

But you can look for a score
approaching that number
under fast conditions in the
weeks ahead.

LEFT: Teenage
Korumburra golfer Billie
Wrigley is congratulated

on his win in A Grade on
Saturday and co-leadership
in the club championship by
club captain Ian Cash.
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Wonthaggi Country Club backs
Power with spons_orshlp deal

THE Wonthaggi Power Foot-
ball and Netball Club has
locked in a new sponsor-
ship deal with the Wonthaggi
Country Club after more than
20 years of informal support.

Wonthaggi Country Club
general manager Steve Curtis
said the relationship goes be-
yond a typical sponsorship.

“Historically we've called it a
sponsorship but it's probably
more of a partnership,” M
Curtis said.

“There is money that chang-
es hands but it's more so
about working together to
help each other and help the
community.”

Mr Curtis said the formal
agreement came after the
Wonthaggi Country Club was
established as a new legal en-
tity.

“The Wonthaggi Country
Club didn’t exist last year. It
had to go through legal struc-
ture to form itself. Most of the
faces are the same but it's just
a different entity.”

Wonthaggi Power president
Darren Brown said the part-
nership brings sport and so-
cial environments together
and helps grow a broader
Wonthaggi identity.

“We bring it all together
in the town so we can really
grow that ‘we are Wonthaggi’
label,” he said.

“We're bringing kids into

From left, Wonthaggi Power Football and Netball Club vice
president Zoe Blundell, Wonthaggi Country Club general
manager Steve Curtis and Wonthaggi Power president

Darren Brown. wO1_0626

sport, encouraging them to
get active, encouraging them
to challenge themselves at
the highest level that we play
in the Gippsland League, and
also support a local venue
that we can both leverage off
for each other.”

Mr Curtis said the Country
Club wanted to align with or-
ganisations that benefit the
broader community.

“We want to let the commu-
nity know what we’re doing
and we want to align ourselves
with people and organisations
that are doing good and that

are broad reaching,” he said.

“Not just benefiting a few
but benefiting many in the
community.”

The Wonthaggi Country
Club will provide increased
access to facilities including
hospitality services, function
rooms and the golf course.

“We said to the football and
netball club, well, how about
because you're already using
it we let you use it more often
and we take a hit on our profit
so you can get good use out of
it,” Mr Curtis said.

Mr Brown said both

organisations are run by vol-
unteer boards.

“We're all like-minded peo-
ple in a town that's growing
that want to see people getting
active and social.”

Both leaders said long-term
planning was a key driver be-
hind the agreement.

“We need to make decisions
for our club for five years,
10 years, 50 years, plus,” Mr
Curtis said.

“The football and netball
club must do the same. If you
don't have those agreements
you can’t really plan for the
future. So we're all about sus-
tainability. We're all about fu-
ture planning.”

One of the first initiatives
will be streaming away games
at the Country Club on Satur-
day afternoons for supporters
who cannot make the trip.

The Gippsland League in-
cludes away games as far as
Bairnsdale.

Mr Curtis said it showed the
club’s broad reach.

“Often when you think of a
football and netball club you
think of teenage boys and
girls. But Power has a lot of
loyal supporters even in their
70s and 80s,” he said.

“They have some really pas-
sionate supporters that can’t
drive two and a half hours to
get to a match so that connec-
tion is really important.”

Saint helps give Giants junior program a kick-along

By Andrew Paloczi

JUNIOR Giants were the
focus of Korumburra Bena
Football Netball Club on
Wednesday evening, St Kilda
recruit Sam Flanders, origi-
nally from Fish Creek, help-
ing run training for players
from three junior age groups.

Senior playing coach Josh
Hopkins and club president
Ken Myors spoke to the play-
ers, ranging from Under 14s
to Under 18s after training,
stressing how important they
are to the Giants’ future.

Hopkins recalled running
water for the Seniors as a kid,
playing and watching footy
whenever he could, always
keen to improve.

He commented on the player
points system in Senior footy
and the importance of the
club having a healthy junior
program with young players
progressing to Senior ranks,
such players incurring less
points than Senior recruits
from out of the area.

He encouraged the young
players to keep coming to
training and supporting each
other, also inviting them to
attend Senior training and to
get to know the Senior group.

Hopkins is keen to continue
providing Senior opportuni-
ties for Under 18s players.

Myors assured the junior
players that while the Giants
Under 14s and Under 16s are
currently a bit light on num-
bers, the club is committed
to fielding sides at both those
levels this season.

Under 18s numbers are
larger, with things positive for
Under 10s and Under 12s.

[ j

Korumburra Bena Under 18s coach Matt Kennewell
issues instructions to the juniors while St Kilda player Sam
Flanders looks on. AO8 0626

“You guys are the future of
our football club,” Myors told
the assembled Under 14s,
Under 16s and Under 18s, us-
ing Flanders as an example of
what can be achieved through
hard work.

He stressed those in charge
of the club are working hard
to field junior teams and the
players must do their bit too.

Myors reflected on his time
coaching Hopkins in the Un-
der 18s.

“He used to play down in the
forward pocket and he’d kick
three or four goals every game
because he was dedicated and
he worked hard and he knew
exactly what he needed to do,”
the President said.

Earlier, Myors told the Sen-
tinel-Times of the opportunity
the juniors have to enjoy suc-
cess together over the years,
forming lifelong mateships.

After brief speeches from
those in charge at Korum-
burra Bena, Flanders an-
swered questions from the
young playing group, topics
ranging from footy to what he
was having for dinner.

He was asked whether there
were challenges in getting
teams up at junior level when
he was a kid.

“In Under 11s and 13s, we
had to get about three towns
together to make numbers,”
he said of his junior days with
Fish Creek.

Flanders has fond memo-
ries of playing Fourths footy
in the morning, then lining up
for the Thirds.

Asked how old he was be-
fore he played his first Senior
game, he said he hadn’t yet
made his Senior debut when
drafted to the AFL, having
played a lot of basketball, his

pursuit of that other sporting
love seeing him represent the
Korumburra Wildcats.

It was through basketball
that he became mates with
current Korumburra Bena
Under 18s coach Matt Ken-
newell, that leading to the
invitation to visit the junior
Giants.

Flanders made the decision
to pursue footy, confident he
could achieve the professional
career he desired, and urged
those with similar ambition
not to be discouraged if they
receive some early knock-
backs.

“Make sure you stick to it
and keep turning up,” he en-
couraged his audience.

When quizzed as to what
livewire St Kilda forward
Jack Higgins is like, Flanders
responded, “He’s good, he’s a
character.”

One young player, presum-
ably a fan of the Demons,
asked why he didn’t shift from
Gold Coast to Melbourne in-
stead.

“They  weren't  offering
enough money,” Flanders
said, adding, “I like the
Saints.”

As for dinner, his house-
mate was doing the cooking,
so hopefully it was something
that would please the St Kilda
dieticians, assuming Flanders
didn’t succumb to the tempta-
tion of the golden arches on
the drive home.

Hopkins told the Sentinel-
Times it is “massive having
an AFL player from the area”
at the club, praising his will-
ingness to put in the effort
and give back to the commu-
nity.

Boots back on for
Korumburra Veterans
debut season

THE Korumburra Bena Veterans Foot-
ball team will begin their first ever pre-
season on Wednesday, February 11 ahead
of their 2026 campaign.

The youngest eligible players will be
turning 35 in 2026, as the team prepares
to compete in the West Gippsland Football
League.

Though talked about for years, Korum-
burra football committee member Matt
DeGrandi decided it was time to turn the
concept into a reality.

“We’ve all joked about it for a long time,”
DeGrandi said.

“A few beers after senior games, people
saying we should get something going.

“Eventually it just gained traction and
we decided to actually make it happen.”

Preseason starts on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 11 at the Korumburra Showgrounds
from 6.30pm and anyone who fits the age
criteria is welcome regardless of experi-
ence.

“It's a pretty family-orientated place to
be at the moment,” he said.

“Everyone is welcome.”

DeGrandi said preseason will be fitness-
focused given the age of the group.

“Everyone’s a bit older now, so it's more
about getting a few Kkilometres into the
legs,” he said.

DeGrandi said the program fills an im-
portant gap beyond football.

“A lot of people start playing footy
when they’re seven or eight and it be-
comes a massive part of their life,” he
said.

“When that stops, they don’t always
know what to do with themselves.

“For some people it's a mental health
thing too.”

The official fixture begins in the sec-
ond week of April.

Come, have a hit...

TABLE
TENNIS

IS BACKIN 2026

Practice - Monday nights 6.30pm
Juniors - Thursday nights 6pm
- Wednesday & Saturday 12 noon

Social

Enquiries: Trish 0407 502 441
Justin 0455 353 568 /

Juniors: David 0411 227 933

Wonthaggi Table |
Tennis Association
Korumburra Road

ALL WELCOME

NIGHT NETBALL

TUESDAY NIGHTS
STARTS FEBRURAY 17

(ends June 23) played at
BASS COAST COMMUNITY COURTS
* Girls over 14 years
* Must have VNA registration
Individuals OR Teams MOST WELCOME

FUN & FITNESS
Any enquires or text your team to
0419 399 415
Entry forms at Cargills or
www.wdnawonthaggi.org

HM13299
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spl"" I CR'CKET AROUND THE GROUNDS...

INVERLOCH

THE Stingrays launched their
Al battle with Wonthaggi Club on
the Inverloch turf last Saturday.

Inverloch lost the toss and
Club chose to bat.

Club made a great start with
Mitch Thomas and Alexander
Geyer at the helm, making a
quick getaway to a score of 0/35.

Two quick wickets gave Inver-
loch momentum, which allowed
the fielding side to restrict Club
to a score of 168.

“We were pretty happy with
that. We aimed for a score few-
er than 180,” Inverloch’s Dylan
Clark said.

Harry Butcher bowled well to
claim two wickets. Rhys New-
man had a good spell at the
start, dismissing Thomas before
any more damage could be done.

Ron Abeysinghe was the stand-
out, taking four wickets for the day.

Inverloch faced six overs to fin-
ish at 0/12 with Riley Harris (3*)
and Cooper Newman (9*) at the
crease.

The Stingrays congratulate the
Stingettes for making the wom-
en’s grand final after a tight con-
test with Glen Alvie on Sunday:.

LEONGATHA TOWN

A GRADE played host to Phil-
lip Island at Scorpion Park on
Saturday.

Town won the toss and chose
to bat.

A couple of early wickets to
Phillip Island bowler Timothy
Niven hurt Town's momentum,
but Madura Madusanka and Se-
bastian Kyle stepped up to record
33 and 28 runs respectively.

Archie Fixter was the star of
the show, making 75 runs.

Niven and Jobe Williams
shared Phillip Island’s bowling
honours with three wickets each.

Town was bowled out for 169
and Phillip Island faced 14
OVErs.

Lachlan Gill dismissed Brodie
Johnston for a duck, and Max
Arceo and Heath Womersley are
at the crease with 5* and 8* re-
spectively.

“Our A Grade has a good chal-
lenge on its hands next week,”
Town president Cameron Dowl-
ing said.

B Grade struggled against Phil-
lip Island and was all out for 91.

Ethan Smith managed 41 runs,
but Phillip Island bowlers Kurt
Lane and Aidan Williams signifi-
cantly reduced the run rate.

Phillip Island made 5/108 off
27 overs and will chase an out-
right next week. Pandukabhaya
Jayasinghe took 3/36.

C Grade lost to Nyora at Scor-
pion Park.

Captain Alex Aeschlimann
opened with 38 and Matt Craig
made 46*.

Town made 9/178, which Nyora
chased down 4/183 with Daniel
Blackney (50*) and Keith Maclure
(30*). Nijo Devassy took 3/45.

WONTHAGGI CLUB

MIDWAY through round 12,
Wonthaggi Club’s A Grade side is
defending 168 against Inverloch.

Inverloch bowled extremely
well and put on an excellent
fielding performance.

Club had a couple of starts but
couldn't get anything going on
the scoreboard.

The standout batsmen were
Ryan and Jakeb Thomas, who
made 37 and 38* respectively.

Club had an impressive day in
B Grade, making 349 against In-
verloch.

Gavin Britt and Ian Hughes
had a great partnership, adding
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85 and 51 runs.

Mark McCall top scored with
89 and Jai Williamson pushed
the score to 349 with 51*.

In C1, Club chased down
OMK'’s score of 222 in the last
over. Will Speed had a great run
with 71* and Mitchell Davey con-
tributed 41.

C2 played Inverloch but fell 24
runs short.

Inverloch batted well to re-
cord 211, with David Harris and
Dean Cashin putting on a 100-
run partnership.

Matt Sharp was the pick of
Club’s bowlers with three wick-
ets and captain Luke McGuirk
made 85*.

McGuirk had a good partner-
ship with Blake Ton who made
55 runs and continued on with
Archie Dynes.

“Blake backed up his 50 runs
in the juniors with another 55
runs in C2. He has been batting
really well lately,” McGuirk said.

McGuirk said Club has had a
strong season with all teams on
top of the ladder except A Grade
in second. The under 15s are
also on top and the club is look-
ing forward to finals.

KOONWARRA/LRSL

A GRADE made the journey
to Foster in its game against the
Tigers.

The Cougars won the toss and
elected to bowl first to set the
tone.

Josh Thomas (0/29 off eight
overs) bowled well to go wicket-
less.

Will Cashin (0/20 off five overs)
started up the other end.

Louis Read (2/28 off eight
overs) picked up a couple of
scalps as did Isuru Darshana
(2/24 off eight overs).

Jason Kennedy (1/45 off 16
overs) bowled a massive spell.

James ‘Jimmy” Rushton took
the best figures with 4/37 off 17.1
overs as the Cougars bowled out
the Tigers for 205 in 65.1 overs.

Callum Buckland and Kayden
Scrimshaw saw out nine overs to
survive until next week.

B Grade trekked to Nyora.

Blake Smith (1/27 off 11 overs)
opened alongside Sajeswarman
“Saj” Kaneshathasan (0/15 off
four overs).

Ben Davison (4/39 off 16 overs)
and Ryder Pedlow (3/23 off 10
overs) started firing. Cambell
Riseley (1/19 off five overs) also
picked up a wicket as they had
them 7/92.

Nyora’s wicketkeeper Adam
White dug in scoring 51 before
Pedlow had his wicket lbw at
8/151.

Nyora was bowled out for 158
as Reggie Read (1/11 off 3.5
overs) picked up the last wicket.

Kevin Thorne (26*) and Colin
McPhee (18) batted 12 overs.
The Cougars resume at 1/49
chasing 159.

The Cougars faced Glen Alvie
for third on the C2 ladder at The
Dome.

Spencer Chawick (1/46 off four
overs) struck early. Glenn “Pau-
lie” Boxall (3/18 off five overs)
opened from the other end.

Tyson Lund (1/35) and Shane
Paterson (1/17) snagged a wicket
each whilst Matt Boswell took
the best figures with 4/11 as
Glen Alvie was bowled for 145 in
23.4 overs. Darcy Hale made 74
off 41 balls.

The Boxall brothers opened
the batting. Ash Boxall (14) and
Glenn Boxall (67) led from the
front as the Cougars chased
down their total finishing 8/149.
Brad Cocksedge (21) was the
second top-scorer.
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.Korumburra’s Darren Scott, Trevor Allen and Matt
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Allen at

Trevor’s 300th club game. Photo credit: Peter Edwards.

KORUMBURRA

IT was a big week for the Co-
bras celebrating club stalwart
Trevor Allen playing his 300th
game in Cobras colours. A true
Cobras legend.

This round also marked LDCA
Recognition Round, with club
great Darren Scott recognised
for his outstanding service and
contributions to the Cobras and
cricket across the district.

A strong batting performance
from the Cobras at Summerfield
Oval in A Grade.

Tom Crocker made 22 off 35
balls (three fours) and Simeon F
contributed 15 off 34 balls, setting
up a good opening partnership.

Jacob Whiteside and Rumesh
Rangana built a big fourth wicket
partnership of 73.

Rumesh was dismissed after a
well-made 50 off 60 balls includ-
ing nine fours.

Levi Gooch joined Jacob and the
pair added 43 runs before Levi
was dismissed for 15 off 43 balls.

Jacob departed after a terrific
innings-high 72 off 131 balls in-
cluding nine fours.

Captain Harry McNeill brought
the innings home with his first A
Grade fifty, scoring 53 off 65 balls.

The Cobras took an early wick-
et in six overs to put MDU on the
back foot heading into day two.

In B1, the young Cobra team
was treated to a batting mas-
terclass as a Nerrena veteran
produced an aggressive 148* off
126 balls, allowing Nerrena to
declare at tea.

Hudson Jefferis was the only
wicket taker.

Phil Richards (24 off 82 balls,
one four) and Robert Belvedere
(23 off 96 balls, three fours)
settled in and batted through the
afternoon. Both have set them-
selves up for bigger innings next
week.

In C Grade, the Cobras strug-
gled early but Matt Patten and
Troy Shepherson combined for
a crucial 54-run partnership for
the seventh wicket.

Matt played an excellent 36
off 32 balls (two fours, one six)
while Troy provided support
with 15* off 22 balls.

Peter Edwards (16), Trevor Al-
lan (16) and Charlie Carew (13
off eight balls) also contributed.

Nerrena got away to a strong
start with Darren Scott taking
the only wicket as the Red Caps
celebrated their 90th anniversa-
ry with a big win.

NYORA

A GRADE travelled to the Won-
thaggi Recreation Reserve to
take on Glen Alvie on Saturday.

Nyora won the toss and chose to
bowl first on the challenging pitch.

Nyora bowled Glen Alvie out
for 95. Jy Hull took 3/18.

Adam White said it was an
even team performance across
the board.

In reply, Nyora made 5/66 off

33 overs. Daniel Esler performed
well at the top of the order with
Myles Cordeux also putting on
a good score. Luke Palmer was
16* at stumps continuing his ex-
cellent form.

B Grade made 158 against Koon-
warra/LRSL. Adam White led the
charge with 51. Michael Lynch and
Lincoln Brock made 16 and 15.
The Cougars replied 1/49.

B Grade will focus on bowling
well and taking early wickets to
slow the Cougars this weekend.

C Grade recorded a win over
Leongatha Town.

“Our best player on the day
was Elijjah Le Serve, who played
a good all-round game. He took
three wickets and made 25 with
the bat,” Adam White said.

Travis White took his first
wicket in 20 years.

Nyora hosts Pink Stumps Day
this Saturday from 1pm with auc-
tions, drag queen bingo and Mc-
Grath Foundation representatives.

MDU

MDU is battling Korumburra
in a two-day A2 match at the Ko-
rumburra Recreation Reserve.

Korumburra won the toss and
chose to bat.

Sembakuttige Chathura Lak-
shan claimed four wickets for
MDU. Archie Casey took 3/59
and Mark Cantwell took two ear-
ly wickets.

For Korumburra, vice captain
Jacob Whiteside was the pick of
the batsmen with 72 runs.

MDU is now chasing Korum-
burra’s score of 245.

MDU faced six overs to finish
the day. Opening batsman Wayne
Prosser was run out for a duck.
Captain Mitch McGrath and
Steve Arnup had made 9* and
6* at stumps.

FOSTER

FOSTER hosted Koonwarra/
LRSL in the round 12 two-day
A2 match on Saturday.

The Cougars won the toss and
chose to send the Tigers into bat
first.

Mitchell Jones and Luke
Rooker opened the batting with
a strong performance.

Jones made 54 runs before he
was dismissed by Louis Read
and Rooker contributed 30 be-
fore he was dismissed lbw by
James Rushton.

A fill-in tailender finished off
the innings with 26 runs.

Rushton was the standout for
Koonwarra/LRSL, taking four
wickets.

Foster was bowled out 10/205.
The Tigers will defend their
score this weekend.

NERRENA

WITH festivities in the air as the
Red Caps celebrated their 90th
anniversary, the Bl side put on a
show against Korumburra.

Damien Symmons opened the

batting and made an aggressive
148*.

Mitch Croatto also recorded
64*, which led Nerrena to de-
clare 1/239 off 38 overs.

The single wicket was taken by
Hudson Jefferis.

Korumburra opened its in-
nings with Will Croatto taking
two wickets for ducks.

Philip Richards and Robert
Belvedere were at the crease at
stumps with 24* and 23* re-
spectively.

At the Poowong Recreation Re-
serve, C Grade defeated Korum-
burra in 25 overs for Chris Ma-
rinou’s 100th club game.

Tim Salmon took three wick-
ets. He and Jack Donohue put
early pressure on Korumburra’s
batsmen.

Nerrena chased down 10/155
with Ben Croatto making 49 and
captain Brian Gannon and Dar-
ren Curtis getting the job done
with 94* and 13*.

The C Grade team made it
back for the 90th anniversary
celebration.

President Zack Trease, Dave
Trotman and Tim Clark were
thanked for driving the week-
end’s success.

GLEN ALVIE

GLEN Alvie’s B Grade side is
battling MDU in a low-scoring
event.

At the Glen Alvie Recreation
Reserve, Glen Alvie won the toss
and chose to send MDU into bat.

Dylan Zuidema was the pick of
the batsmen with 24 runs.

Zack Scholz and Ryan Sinclair
took three wickets each as MDU
was bowled out for 112.

Glen Alvie faced 31 overs but
it was a low-scoring affair with
MDU’s Scott Browne and Alex-
ander Battersby taking multiple
wickets.

Steven Smith opened with 11
but was the only batsman to
reach double figures.

Sinclair and Edward Spiteri-
Stevens were at the crease at
stumps with 7* and 2* respec-
tively.

Glen Alvie will need to dig deep
to come away with a win.

LEONGATHA TOWN
80TH ANNIVERSARY

LEONGATHA Town Scorpions
celebrated 80 proud years with a
special reunion and past players
weekend, stretching across two
big days at Scorpion Park.

Festivities kicked off on Satur-
day with A and C Grade senior
matches at home, before the wom-
en’s semi-final took centre stage
on Sunday - a fitting showcase of
how far the club has grown.

Past players travelled from all
corners of Australia to return
home to Scorpion Park, recon-
necting with old teammates and
friends. The weekend was filled
with stories shared across gen-
erations - poring over old score
sheets, reliving great moments
and spinning a few yarns (some
with a little extra mayo on top).

While the celebrations hon-
oured the club’s rich history, the
sight of the women’s team com-
peting in a finals match was a
powerful reminder that the Scor-
pions’ story is still being written.
The game has changed, the club
has grown, and the future looks
every bit as strong as the past.

The community built around
the Leongatha Town Cricket
Club runs deep, and the week-
end showed that whether you
padded up 40 years ago or just
this season, Scorpion Park will
always feel like home.
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Many of the Nerrena Cricket Club’s life members attended the 90th anniversary celebrations including, from left, back,
Graham Wightman, Dave Trotman, Tim Clark, Ryan Clark, Caine Salmon, Josh Trease, Ron Adkins, Ben Croatto, Jan Salmon,
Kevin Clark, Ash Harrison, David Shambrook, Peter Trease, Graham Salmon, front, Tim Wightman, Damien Symmons, Terry
Clark, Murray Wightman, Janine Clark, Pearl Christoffersen and Cath Clark. A15 0626

90 years of Nerrena Cricket Club

PRIDE and delight were feel-
ings expressed by those cel-
ebrating 90 years of Nerrena
Cricket Club on Saturday eve-
ning.

“I remember when it was 50
years old,” Life Member David
Shambrook said, remarking on
the Red Caps’ achievement in
staying vibrant and continuing
to pull together enough players
despite being a small place.

“There’s a lot of history
there,” he said.

His wife Ronda was also there
to celebrate the milestone, hav-
ing kept up the energy level of
the players with her tasty treats
over a long period.

“I've made a lot of mulffins in
my time,” she said.

Tom Lay ventured from Can-
berra for the occasion, his
fondest memory of his time as
a Red Cap being playing in the
1995/96 Under 16 Premier-
ship.

“It's a great club, good culture
and very welcoming,” he said,
Nerrena having clearly left a
strong positive impression.

That's no doubt why it contin-
ues to attract players, with an-
other Life Member and former
President, Peter Trease saying
the Red Caps spend very little

By Andrew Paloczi

money on recruitment and la-
belling Nerrena “a great family
club”.

The multiple generations of
families playing their part for
the Red Caps backs that up,
Trease’s grandkids now com-
ing through the ranks.

“Its amazing to see the club
turn 90,” he said, noting its
ability to remain a stand-alone
entity that has never merged.

Current player Jack Curtis,
who has been a Red Cap for
a couple of years after moving
from Mornington Peninsula
said that as someone new to
the area, the club’s welcoming
culture helped him settle in
easily.

The Red Caps remain strong
onfield, currently topping the A
Grade ladder after a stunning
away win over Phillip Island
last round, the club having a
group of core players aged be-
tween 18 and 25.

Where numbers are short
at junior level, Nerrena has
combined with other clubs to
ensure those up-and-coming
cricketers get opportunities.

President Zack Trease re-
marked that Nerrena is the

oldest club in the competition,
already thinking ahead to the
centenary celebrations in a de-
cade and hopeful the Red Caps
will still be going strong.

Currently the club is look-
ing forward to new nets, hav-
ing secured funding through
South Gippsland Shire Coun-
cil, Cricket Victoria and a state
government Tiny Towns grant.

Nerrena’'s Life Members and
Premierships were celebrated
as were individual and partner-
ship records.

Ronnie Adkins’ unbeaten 309
against Wonthaggi Club in a
1999 C Grade clash is the high-
est individual score in LDCA
history for any grade.

Saturday’'s MC Dave Trot-
man holds the Association re-
cord for B Grade, making 252*
against Inverloch in 2003, while
Damien Symmons’ unbeaten
knock of 207 is Nerrena’s high-
est A Grade score.

Noel Clark’s 1967 figures of
8/16 against Koonwarra is the
best individual bowling perfor-
mance for the Red Caps in A
Grade, Ray Garton’s 8/19 against
Korumburra the following year
the club’s best in B Grade.

Tim Clark’s 1986 perfor-
mance, capturing 7/10 against

Koonwarra is the club’s best
C Grade effort with the ball.

Trotman prepared for Sat-
urday’s celebration by reading
volumes of Great Southern
Star newspapers all the way
back to 1934.

He posted printed informa-
tion in the Dakers Centre venue
so that attendees could learn
more about Nerrena Cricket
Club’s rich history.

Interestingly, Nerrena’s sport-
ing pursuits once extended be-
yond cricket.

“There’s the Nerrena Leon-
gatha South United Football
Club playing against Mardan in
the Woorayl Football League,”
Trotman said of one of the his-
torical snippets.

“On this day the summation
of the game was that United
would have done a lot better
had all the players turned up.”

Its perhaps not surprising
that combined footy entity sat
at the bottom of the ladder.

Nerrena Cricket Club was
formed at a 1934 meeting,
playing its first game in the
LDCA the following year when
Joseph Lyons was Prime Min-
ister and Victor Richardson
captained the Australian crick-
et team.

Kookaburras seal a win over Essendon in thril

OVER 70s

KOOKABURRA captain Rob
Francis conceded that Essen-
don should bat because half
the team was delayed by a
city tunnel accident.

Essendon batters Les
Quarrell (39*) and skipper
Gary Adams (40*) formed
the backbone of the team’s
innings, with others of note
being Rob McDonald (28%),
and Ken Osborne (22%*).

They posted 7/146, only
hitting four boundaries in
their 40 overs on a slow field
and low bouncing wicket.

Nevertheless, the Kooka-

burras had bowled good line
and length with Pieter Loos
figures of eight overs, one
wicket for 35 runs, Geoff
Birnie (7/2/18), Brendon
Thomas (6/1/19), Neil White

(3/1/11) and Peter Little
(4/2/8).
After lunch provided by

Kookaburra players and
friends, the batters lost only
four wickets.

Notable run scorers were
Neil White (35), Pieter Loos
(24*), Geoff Birnie (26*), and
Rob Francis (17%*).

In the final over,
team could have won.

Needing seven runs to win

either

off six balls, Geoff Birnie hit
five off the first two.

Jim Armstrong kept the
spectators advising him at
bay by blocking one then
hitting and running a short
single off the next. Geoff then
iced the game with a two and
another boundary.

The result was 4/153.

Notable Essendon bowlers
were Gary Adams (8/0/17),
Neil King (8/1/25), Paul Tay-
lor (5/1/28) and Rob McDon-
ald (2/1/3).

Neil White and Rob McDon-
ald earned the respective op-
position captain’s best player
award.
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Neil White
earned the best player award,
as selected by opposing
captain Gary Adams.

Kookaburras’

Life Members Graham Fixter and
Graeme Elliott celebrate Leongatha
Town’s special milestone. A24 0626

Leongatha Town
celebrates 80 years

By Andrew Paloczi

ARCHIE Fixter’s score of 75 was
the on-field highlight for Leongatha
Town as the club celebrated its 80th
anniversary on Saturday, the Scor-
pions posting a total of 169 on the
opening day against Phillip Island.

The visitors were greeted with
a menacing Scorpion logo on the
ground featuring the message “Feel
the Sting!”

That image along with a large “80”
were created by former player Leigh
Fisher, adding to the sense of occa-
sion and making an ideal spot for a
special group photo during the eve-
ning’s celebrations.

There was a great social vibe with
past players drawn to the event,
speeches about the club’s premier-
ships and memorable moments,
and partying into the night.

Club identity Michael Warren,
known as Pucka, spoke of the suc-
cess of Saturday’s gathering.

“There would have been approxi-
mately 100 former players in atten-
dance through the day from as far
away as Bunbury Western Australia,
and from Queensland,” he said.

That demonstrates the ongoing
connection to the club and those
you played alongside, highlighting
the positive Scorpions culture.

Leongatha Town first participated
in local cricket in 1944/45, winning
an A Grade Premiership in that de-
but season and backing that up in
the following campaign.

While there was a merger with Le-
ongatha High School Cricket Club
in 1990/91, Town retained its name
and history, just changing colours
and home ground.

The Scorpions moniker was added
after the merger, the club originally
known just as Town or Leongatha
Town.

Along with Town’s aforementioned
early Premierships, other A Grade
triumphs in 1984/85 and 1995/96
were fondly recalled on Saturday
night.

So was the B Grade flag of 1975/76
and the 1994/95 C Grade Premier-
ship.

Pucka’s research has revealed 702
players have represented Leongatha
Town, 414 of those since the merger.

Amila Ratnaike holds the club’s
highest Al score, making 191
against Phillip Island in 2018, Rod
Draper’s 194 in 1992 against OMK
the highest B1 score.

Then Hawthorn footballer Jarryd
Roughead’s 227 against Wonthaggi
Miners in 2007 is Town’s highest C1
score.

Jack Roughead’s 10/15 against
Koorooman in 1947 tops the club’s
bowling performances at the high-
est level, Russ Allison’s 8/14 against
Korumburra in 1974 the Scorpions’
best in B1 competition.

Tony Fixter holds that honour at
C1 level with 8/35 in 1973 against
Imperials.
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Island batsman Drew Fusinato contributed heavily to
his team’s success, finishing with 21 runs. W08 0626

Team Points % Team Points %
C GRADE, Division 1 l  C GRADE, Division 2

Club 126 1.600 : Club 126 2.597
OMK 108 1.402 Inverloch 120 1.551
Phillip Island 96 0.932 Koonwarra L/RSL108 1.486
Nerrena 78 0.996 : Glen Alvie 96 0.840
Korumburra 66 0.917 : Nyora 60 0.595
MDU 54 0.773 Town 36 0.522
Kilcunda Bass 48 0.731 : OMK 30 0.626

ROUND 12 - SATURDAY, FEBRURAY 14 (DAY 2)

A GRADE, Division 1 - 1PM START

Ken Scrimshaw
John Schelling
Shane Moore

Outtrim
Scopion Park 1
Inverloch Turf

OMK v Imperials
Town v Phillip Island
Inverloch v Club
Nerrena - BYE

A Grade, Division 2 - 1PM START

Glen Alvie v Nyora

Korumburra v MDU
Foster v Koon L/RSL
Kilcunda Bass - BYE

Wonthaggi Turf Michael Thomas
Korumburra Brad Phillips
Foster GC Les White

B GRADE, Division 1 - 1PM START

Club v Inverloch McMahon Geoff Birnie
Phillip Island vTown  Cowes Steve Williamson
Nerrena v Korumburra Nerrena Graham Wightman

OMK - BYE

B GRADE, Division 2 - 1PM START

Glen Alvie v MDU Glen Alvie Tyson Tootel
Imperials v K-Bass East Campus lan Salmon
Nyorav KoonL/RSL  Nyora Geoffrey Parkinson

ROUND 17 - SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14
C GRADE, Division 1 - 1PM START

Nerrena v K-Bass Leongatha Vel. TBA
Phillip Island vOMK  Rhyll TBA
MDU v Korumburra  Meeniyan TBA
Club - BYE
C GRADE, Division 2 - 1PM START

Glen Alvie v Town Glen Alvie TBA
Inverloch v Koon L/RSL Inverloch FG TBA
OMKv Club Digger Park TBA
Nyora - BYE

Subject to Confirmation.
Any prospective umpires can contact
Ash Stride 0432 350 944 or Ken Scrimshaw 0433 297 421

A1: Koby Brann (OMK) 108 ; Aydan Williams (Imperials) 5/69
A2: Jacob Whiteside (Korumburra) 72 ; James Rushton (Koon L/RSL) 4/37
B1: Damien Symmons (Nerrena) 148* ; Kurt Lane (Phillip Island) 3/8
B2: Rowen McLennan (Imperials) 107 ; Andrew Leighton (K-Bass) 8/51
C1: Brian Gannon (Nerrena) 94* ; Hunter Bettles (K-Bass) 4/23
C2: Luke McGuirk (Club) 85* ; Matthew Boswell (Koon L/RSL) 4/11

s — . s

= 5 4

Peter Francis faces off against the bowling of Edward Magnussen.

i Choices

The fipor you've been searching for

8-10 Koonwarra Rd, Leongatha. 5662 5030
Cnr Carneys Road & Bass Highway,

AUMONT TILES
Looking good!

Wonthaggi. 5672 2148

Bass show improvement
despite Island win

G GRADE, DIVISON 1

PHILLIP Island managed to con-
tinue their dominance over Kilcunda
Bass over the weekend in a C Grade
Division 1 clash just off the Bass
Highway, but not without a sterner
test than last time they faced off.

Previously meeting in round nine,
Phillip Island cruised to victory in
dominant fashion, taking less than
14 overs to catch a total that did not
include a single double-figure score
from a Kilcunda Bass batsman.

This time though, Killy Bass
showed a lot of fight, even if the final
result ended the same.

Played in warm but breezy con-
ditions, the Island batted first and
worked their way up to 8/154 in 35
overs.

Peter Francis anchored the in-
nings by putting up a very solid 48
runs, standing out with the bat in his
hands.

He did have support though, main-
ly in the form of John Manning, who
scored 22, and Drew Fusinato, add-
ing 21.

Bass kept themselves in the con-
test with some slick bowling,.

Hunter Bettles led the way with
the ball, displaying an excellent 4/23
from seven overs, giving the batsmen
plenty of trouble.

Ash Joseph was also impressive,
picking up 2/19 from his five overs.

Killy Bass made a far better chase
than their efforts earlier in the sea-
son, showing clear signs of improve-
ment and no doubt exciting the club.

Though ultimately, they fell short

after being bowled out for 100.

James Cottrell top scored with a
respectable 36, while Stephen Oates
and James Master supported him
heartily with 27 and 23 respectively.

Unfortunately for the home team,
support beyond those three was
rather difficult to come by, with the
next highest score just four runs, as
three batsmen were dismissed for
ducks.

Phillip Island’s bowlers shared the
love around, with Deane Mani, Ga-
reth Tanti and Sonny McMillan each
taking two wickets.

Brydon Marshall however, took his
game to another level, finishing with
a remarkable 3/5 from just three
overs and seeing personally that the
Island wrap up another win, even if
it was harder earned this time.

Leongatha and District under 15s are Gippsland Premiers

THE Leongatha and District Crick-
et Association’s Under 15s are your
2025-26 Gippsland Cricket League
premiers.

They capped off an undefeated sea-
son, where they beat Warragul, Bairn-
sdale and Sale-Mafira in the qualifying
rounds, by coming out in the grand
final last Sunday at Korumburra and
delivering a consummate team perfor-
mance.

Final scores, LDCA 194 defeated
Bairnsdale 106. Best batting totals in-
cluded Max Johnston 58, Toby Nicho-
las 27, Jed Caddy 26, and Blake Ton
18. With fine bowling by Toby Nicho-
las 4/26 off seven overs, Aedan Parker
2/10 off five, Frazer Livingstone 2/30
off seven, Reggie Read 1/9 and Oliver
Bolge 1/2.

LDCA Junior Chairperson Scott
Checkley contributed the following re-
port:

The LDCA skipper Max Johnston
won the toss and had no hesitation in
batting first on the dry and very hard
Korumburra pitch. Jed Caddy started
the innings well playing some very nice
drives and cuts.

A few quick wickets were followed by
afantastic 70-run partnership between
Max Johnston and Toby Nicholas,
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Leongatha’s Max Johnston and
Toby Nicholas were both named in
the All-Gippsland Team, Max also
the MVP and top batsman for the
season and Toby the man of the
match in the grand final.

both boys adapting to the conditions
very well playing straight and hitting
the ball powerfully off the front foot.
Blake Ton and Noah McMillan finished
the innings off nicely to post a very
good score.

It was our turn to bowl and coach Lu-
cas McMillan spoke to the boys about
the need to bowl stump to stump, look-
ing for LBW and bowled dismissals on
the wearing pitch. Aedan Parker took

note and snared the first two wickets
in that manner.

All the bowlers followed the plan
beautifully with six bowled and two
LBW dismissals, Nate Luff also held
onto a very good catch to dismiss the
dangerous Liam Richards who was
striking the ball well.

Toby Nicholas completed a fantastic
match, bowling a great spell and rip-
ping through the middle order. Bottom
age boys Reggie Read and Oliver Bolge
then wrapped up the game with a wick-
et each in a very well-deserved win for
a group of boys that went through the
season undefeated.

Congratulations to the players, coach
Lucas McMillan, team managers Marty
Nicholas and John Richardson.

Toby Nicholas was named man of the
match 4/26 and 27 runs, and selected
in the All-Gippsland Team.

Skipper Max Johnston named U15
GCL Most Valuable Player, Cham-
pion Batsman and also earned All-
Gippsland Team Selection.

Thanks to the Korumburra Cricket
Club for hosting the game. Glen, Lin-
da and Paul did a fantastic job. And
thanks to Wonthaggi Toyota for their
continued support of LDCA Junior
Representative Cricket.
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Cricket legend in attendance
as OMK captaln scores ton

A GRADE, DIVISION 1

ANTICIPATION swirled
around the Outtrim Recre-
ation Reserve on Saturday,
February 7 long before the
opening ball was bowled,
thanks to a special visit from
Australian cricketing great
Glenn McGrath on day one of
the A Grade Division 1 clash
between OMK and Leongatha
Imperials.

McGrath was visiting
Outtrim for the annual Pink
Stumps Day charity event.
He tossed the coin before the
match, posed for photos and
briefly spoke with the players
as the Pink Stumps Day fes-
tivities were kicking off next
door.

Cricket took a back seat to
the spectacle for a moment,
but players would soon snap
back into focus after meeting
one of their heroes, turning
their attention to the task at
hand. They still had a match
to win.

OMK unsurprisingly wasted
no time settling in, coming
into the match as heavy favou-
rites. They batted first on day
one of the clash.

The Imps entered the match,
still searching for their very
first win of the season. Mean-
while, OMK came in with
a cosy 5-3 record, sitting

Glenn McGrath tosses the coin before the A Grade Division 1 match between Imperials
and OMK, with team captains Jack Ginnane and Koby Brann. W28 0626

handy 47.
OMK ended the day all out
for 291 in the 71st over.
Despite now facing some

comfortably inside the top four.

Things were looking up early
for the Imperials when young
bowler Isaac Bolge sent Jugraj
Singh to the pavilion via lbw in
just the fourth over. After that
early hope, however, wickets
became increasingly hard to
come by.

OMK steadied through a very
solid partnership between
Ethan Lamers and Clayton
Quaife, batting very intelligent-
ly to not allow another wicket
until the 28th over, which saw
Lamers caught out after mak-
ing a valuable 30 runs.

OMK continued to grind

away, as expected from the fa-
vourites, however, not many
expected what came next.
OMK skipper Koby Brann
continuously punished the
Imperial bowlers, finishing
with a whopping 108 before
finally being caught out. He
was smacking balls all around
the ground, finishing with 18
boundaries. It was a century
performance that perhaps
drew inspiration from the
cricketing legend he met ear-
lier in the day.

Quaife also batted well on
the day, narrowly missing a
half-century contributing a

scoreboard pressure, there
were certainly some positives
for the Leongatha bowlers.
Aydan Williams stood out, fin-
ishing 5/69 from his 15 overs.
Lucas Anderson also im-
pressed with a very tidy 2/18.
Bolge, Jake Cochrane and
Jack Ginnane each chipped in
with a wicket.

The Imperials will get their
turn to bat on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 14 when the match con-
tinues.

By Trent Westaway

Oohs and aahs as Glenn I\/ICGrath Joms Plnk Stumps Day

THE Outtrim Recreation Re-
serve was painted pink on Sat-
urday as the OMK Cricket Club
hosted its biggest Pink Stumps
Day since its inception 11 years
ago with 280 guests turning out
to support fundraising for the
McGrath Foundation.

The annual event has been
growing consistently each year,
steadily forming into what is
now one of the region’s most
successful charity outings rais-
ing more than $360,000 to date.

Organisers are hopeful that
this year they will eclipse the
$400,000 mark.

This year’s celebration felt
unlike any other with a special
guest appearance from Aus-
tralian cricketing legend and
McGrath Foundation founder
Glenn McGrath.

His presence was felt from the
outset as he spent the day sign-
ing autographs for junior OMK
players, mingling with guests
and tossing the coin ahead of
an A Grade Division 1 clash be-
tween OMK and Imperials.

Keen guests began arriving at
11.30am contributing to a lively
atmosphere that saw the mar-
quee filled to capacity.

Event organiser Andrea Cur-
tis said Pink Stumps Day was
about raising funds for the Mc-
Grath Foundation.

“Essentially Pink Stumps Day
is about raising funds for the
McGrath Foundation and the
role of the foundation is to get
cancer nurses out to all Austra-
lians in need for free,” she said.

“So far 20 years in theyve
achieved that with breast cancer
and now theyre extending it to
all cancers.
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Attendees fully bought into the spirit of pmk From back left, Jeanette Draper, Karen
Murchie, Helen Arnold, Barbara Baskerville, Jenny Fraser, Lyn Shaw and Natalie Shaw.

W13 0626

“What we do here today at
Outtrim makes a difference to
Australians everywhere includ-
ing locally because we do have
local nurses as well.”

Ms Curtis said the event has
grown a lot in 11 years.

“It started in the hall with
about 80 guests and we maxed
that out,” she said.

“We moved to a marquee for
200 then last year we pushed
it to 250 and now we're at 280
which is the absolute capacity
for this site.

“We simply can't fit a bigger
marquee.”

The day featured many fun-
draising activities including
raffles, live music, auctions and
a panel of guest speakers who
have personally been affected by
cancer.

A Thermomix raffle ran early
in the day alongside a general
prize raffle and a major auction
saw 50 items sold.

One of the more interesting at-
tractions was the pink pig raffle
where guests were given an op-
portunity to choose one of sever-
al piggy banks after purchasing
their ticket.

Each piggy bank contained a
mystery amount of cash ranging
from a few dollars to potentially
hundreds of dollars.

Marty Box helped set the atmo-
sphere with some live music and
the panel of speakers opened up
to share personal stories of can-
cer survival, grounding the event
and reminding everyone of why
they were there.

Ms Curtis said the idea for
OMK to host a Pink Stumps Day
first started more than a decade
ago when her cousin was diag-
nosed with breast cancer.

“At the time her son Jake was
playing cricket for OMK and he
suggested the club hold a Pink
Stumps Day,” she said.

“Amy White took on the

challenge and ran the event for
eight years helping build it into
what it is today.”

Glenn McGrath also ad-
dressed the crowd, speaking
about his upbringing in New
South Wales and the role sport
plays in bringing people togeth-
€r.

He spoke about his late wife
Jane and her breast cancer di-
agnosis, emphasising that early
detection and specialist care are
life-saving,

“You realise what's important
in life,” he said.

“All the rubbish we worry
about on a daily basis you re-
alise it's not important.

“But what is important are the
people in our lives, our friends
and our family.

“And in that respect I feel I've
been very fortunate.”

Glenn ended the day by bowl-
ing a few balls to some of the
guests.

LDCA - FEBRUARY 7 HIGHLIGHTS

OMK 291 v Imperials

OMK Batting: K Brann 108, C Quaife 47,

E Lamers 40, J Lamers 30, J Singh 27

Imps Bowling: A Williams 5/69, L Anderson 2/18,
J Ginnane 1/24, ) Cochrane 1/41

Town 169 v Phillip Island 1/16

Town Batting: A Fixter 75, M Madusanka 33,

S Kyle 28, F Livingstone 9

Phillip Island Bowling: J Williams 3/23,

T Niven 3/38, D Mock 2/18

Inverloch 0/12 v Club 168

Club Batting: J Thomas 38* R Thomas 37,

A Geyer 21, MThomas 16, J Brann 15

Inverloch Bowling: R Abeysinghe 4/33,

H Butcher 2/38, R Newman 1/21, C Newman 1/42
Nerrena - BYE

Glen Alvie 95 v Nyora 5/66

Glen Alvie Batting: M Donohue 36, W Luke 21
Glen Alvie Bowling: M Dakin 2/21, A Luke 2/23
Nyora Batting: D Eswler 18, M Cordeux 18

Nyora Bowling: J Hull 3/18, J Watts 2/2, T Breen 2/24
Korumburra 245 v MDU 1/19

Korumburra Batting: J Whiteside 72, H McNeil 53,
T Crocker 22, S Foster 15

MDU Bowling: S Chathura Lakshan 4/58,

A Casey 3/59, M Cantwell 2/23

Foster 205 v Koonwarra L/RSL

Foster Batting: M Jones 54, L Rooker 30, Fill-in 26,
B East 19, L Moon 18

Koon L/RSL Bowling: J Rushton 4/37,

| Darshana 2/24, L Read 2/28, J Kennedy 1/45
Kilcunda Bass - BYE

Club 8/349 v Inverloch

Club Batting: M McCall 89, G Britt 85,
JWilliamson 51%, | Hughes 51, K Allison 21
Inverloch Bowling: C O'Flynn 3/29, | Seuren 3/45,
J Richardson 1/60

Phillip Island 5/108 v Town 91

Town Batting: E Smith 41, L Hickey 19* D Goss 16
Town Bowling: P Jayasinghe 3/26, L Ashton 2/27
P-Island Batting: K Lane 37, D Holmes 33*
P-Island Bowling: K Lane 3/8, A Williams 3/11
Nerrena 1-d/239 v Korumburra 2/57
Nerrena Batting: D Symmons 148% M Croatto 64*
Nerrena Bowling: W Croatto 2/16

K’'burra Batting: P Richards 24*, R Belvedere 23*
K’burra Bowling: H Jefferis 1/52

OMK - BYE

Glen Alvie 5/48 v MDU 112

MDU Batting: D Zuidema 24, R Henry 20

MDU Bowling: A Battersby 2/10, S Browne 2/14
Glen Alvie Batting: S Smith 11, R Sinclair 7*

Glen Alvie Bowling: Z Scholz 3/13, R Sinclair 3/31
Imperials 9-d/300 v Kilcunda Bass 3/4
Imps Batting: R McLennan 107, G Sauvarin 104
Imps Bowling: J Jeffery 1/0, Z Price 1/2,

M McLennan 1/2

K-Bass Bowling: A Leighton 8/51, A McBride 1/55
Nyora 158 v Koonwarra L/RSL 1/49

Nyora Batting: A White 51, M Lynch 16

Nyora Bowling: L Brock 1/12

Koon L/RSL Batting: KThorne 26*, C McPhee 18
Koon L/RSL Bowling: B Davison 4/39, R Pedlow 3/23

Korumburra 155 It Nerrena 1/158
K’burra Batting: M Patten 36, P Edwards 16
K’burra Bowling: D Scott 1/42

Nerrena Batting: B Gannon 94*, B Croatto 49
Nerrena Bowling: T Salmon3/28, J Donohue 2/22
Kilcunda Bass 100 It Phillip Island 8/154
P-Island Batting: P Francis 48, J Manning 22
P-Island Bowling: B Marshall 3/5, D Mani 2/0
K-Bass Batting: J Cottrell 36, S Oates 27

K-Bass Bowling: H Bettles 4/23, A Joseph 2/19
OMK 5/222 It Club 8/226

OMK Batting: S Handley 66, A Fisher 55*

OMK Bowling: S Loader 2/36, T Walker 1/9

Club Batting: W Speed 71*, M Davey 41

Club Bowling: S Liddle 2/56, C Fraser 1/21
MDU - BYE

Club 6/187 It Inverloch 6/211

Inv.Batting: D Harris 67* D Cashin 56

Inv. Bowling: D Cashin 2/30, S Douglas 2/37

Club Batting: L McGuirk 85%, B Ton 55, A Dynes 16*
Club Bowling: M Sharp 3/24, BTon 1/37, J Licis 1/37
Koonwarra L/RSL 8/149 d Glen Alvie 145
Glen Alvie Batting: D Hale 74, O Luff 22, | Thorn 16
Glen Alvie Bowling: P Loos 3/16, O Luff 2/30

Koon L/RSL Batting: G Boxall 67, B Cocksedge 21
Koon L/RSL Bowling: M Boswell 4/11, G Boxall 3/18
Town 9/178 It Nyora 4/183

Town Batting: M Craig 46*, A Aeschlimann 38
Town Bowling: N Devassy 3/45, A Aeschlimann 1/35
Nyora Batting: D Blackney 50%, K Maclure 30*
Nyora Bowling: E Le Serve 3/29, T White 1/4

OMK - BYE
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Woolamm Cup winner Qubella’s connections celebrate, Greg Price and Tom Gibson of sponsors Alex Scott and Staff present jockey Maddison Morris and trainer
Barry Goodwin with their trophies.

Qubella takes Woolamai Cup

QUBELLA managed to steal
the show at the Woolamai Race-
course on Saturday, February 7,
powering ahead of the pack to
claim the 2026 Alex Scott and
Staff Woolamai Cup.

Trained by Barry Goodwin
and ridden beautifully by Mad-
dison Morris, the seven-year-
old bay mare was too strong for
the competition in the fifth race
of the day, winning comfortably
and continuing what's becoming
a nice purple patch.

Qubella stopped the clock just
a shade under one minute and
49 seconds over the 1708 me-
tres, with Downtown Man taking
second place, Eight Shouts third
and Little Richie Turf finishing
fourth.

The win rounded out an im-
mensely successful day for the
Goodwin stable, taking three

By Trent Westaway

wins from four runners on the
day. Qubella was also backing
up a victory at Healesville just
a week earlier. She now boasts
seven wins, two seconds and
two thirds from 32 starts, and a
total of $91,610 in career prize
money.

Despite the clinical perfor-
mance, jockey Maddison Morris
was quick to stay humble and
deflect praise in the post-race in-
terview, heaping praise on train-
er Barry Goodwin instead.

“The credit goes to Barry, she’s
so easy to ride,” Morris said.
“I'm just really spoiled to be able
to ride her.

“It's exciting to win any of the
cups. I haven't won a Woolamai
one before, but to do it for Baz is
super special. Barry just fills me
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with so much confidence.”

Morris’ success on the day
wasn't just confined to race five
either. She also claimed victory
in the opening two races of the
day, riding seven-year-old bay
gelding Master Polanski to vic-
tory in the Open Trophy Race
Handicap and four-year-old
chestnut mare Magnardo to a
win in the Green Valley Grains
Trophy Race.

Though Morris was clearly
keen to remain humble through
all of her success, part owner
Reece Goodwin wasn't having it,
using his speech to give Maddi-
son her flowers.

“Maddison, she’s given the
horse an absolute ten out of ten
there,” he said. “She probably
needed it first time of the trip,
and she was given every hope.
She was too strong.”

He also made a statement em-
phasising the commitment of
long-time sponsors Alex Scott
and Staff, as their company turns
140 this year. They've sponsored
the race for 30 of those years.

“Alex Scott 140 years and been
a sponsor here for 30 years. It's
incredible. These races can’t be
run without sponsorship.”

Beyond the racing, there was
plenty of entertainment for the
packed Woolamai crowd to en-
joy. Gazebos lined the course
and bookies worked nonstop
throughout the afternoon, with
families making the most of the
BYO afternoon.

As usual, Fashions on the
Field drew a big crowd, with
40 participants this year across
five different categories, includ-
ing the much-anticipated de-
but of the novelty category. The

crowd heavily embraced the
new category, with Matt Caia
taking out first place with his
bull costume.

Fashions on the Field coor-
dinator and judge Jess Odgers
said the new novelty section
provided great entertainment
between the races.

“The novelty group gets the
crowd behind it every time,”
she said. “It brings something
extra to race day and gives peo-
ple something else to watch be-
tween races.”

Another highlight on the track
was the Wonthaggi Motorcycles
and Power Equipment Maiden
Plate, which saw three-year-
old bay gelding Dig For Victory
break through for his first ever
career win, ridden by Jack Vir-
gona and trained by Seymour-
based Melissa Page.

HOT
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