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MOTOGP OUT,
MACCAS IN?

Petition nears 2000 signatures as Cowes fights back

McDONALD’S has confirmed it is ex-
ploring a Phillip Island site for a new res-
taurant but the proposal has drawn fierce
community opposition with a change.org
petition attracting more than 2000 signa-
tures in less than a week.

The fast food giant told the Sentinel-
Times it had recently identified the cor-
ner of Settlement Road and Thompson
Avenue in Cowes adjoining the existing
Mobil service station as a potential loca-
tion for a restaurant including a McCafe.

Jonathan Yap, Head of Development at

By Rick Koenig

McDonald’s Victoria, said the company
had initiated meetings with both local
business leaders and local government
although plans remain in the early stages.

“While our plans are subject to council
approval we've welcomed the opportunity
to initiate early conversations with local
council and community leaders,” Mr Yap
said.

“These discussions have focused on lis-
tening to local priorities and understand-

ing how McDonald’s can make a positive
contribution to the Cowes and Phillip Is-
land community.”

Mr Yap said the restaurant would be lo-
cally owned and operated and create up
to 200 full-time and part-time jobs with
training and development opportunities.

“We're also proud to support Phillip Is-
land as a key tourism destination and to
continue backing the Victorian agricultural
industry by serving great-tasting food made
with quality Aussie ingredients,” he said.
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Petition secures parliamentary
debate on Victorian firearm laws

A FIELD and Game Australia
petition backed by The Nation-
als’ Member for Eastern Victo-
ria Melina Bath has secured a
parliamentary debate on Vic-
toria’s firearm laws after sur-
passing 12,000 signatures.

The debate is scheduled for
Wednesday April 1 in the Leg-
islative Council.

The petition comes as the
state government reviews Vic-
toria’s firearm laws with for-
mer Victoria Police Chief Com-
missioner Ken Lay appointed
to lead a rapid review follow-
ing the December 2025 Bondi
Beach terrorist attack that
killed 15 people.

The Victorian government
committed at National Cabi-
net to strengthen gun laws and
develop options to limit open-
ended firearms licensing.

Signatories to the petition
urged proper enforcement
of existing laws and warned
against rushed changes.

Ms Bath said community
safety must remain the prior-
ity but cautioned against hur-
ried legislative responses.

“Rushed and non-evidence-
based changes have potential
to impact responsible, law-
abiding firearm owners with-
out improving public safety or
reducing the risk of terrorism
or serious crime,” she said.

“Victoria already has some
of the strictest firearm laws in
the country and measures like

firearm caps or shorter licence
terms will not stop crime or
improve community safety.”

Ms Bath called on the gov-
ernment to guarantee genuine
consultation with firearm own-
ers and sporting and hunting
organisations.

“The petition demands pol-
icy that targets behaviour,
intent and criminal access
instead of the number of fire-
arms held by compliant citi-
zens,” she said.

“It calls for laws that are firm,
fair and focused on the real
risk, including tougher penal-
ties for trafficking and theft.

“It is essential that intelli-
gence-led processes and the
right policy is adopted to keep
firearms out of the hands of
criminals and mitigate illegal
activity, not unfairly target law-
abiding Victorians.”

Field and Game Australia
has significant membership
across Gippsland with local
branches active throughout
the region.

Victoria has more than
250,000 licensed firearm own-
ers with a large proportion in
regional areas where firearms
are used for pest control, pri-
mary production and recre-
ational shooting,

The Ken Lay review is ex-
pected to report in early 2026
and will inform Victoria’s con-
tribution to the renegotiated
National Firearms Agreement.

Member for Eastern Victoria Melina Bath with the petition
calling for evidence-based firearm law reforms.

Petition nears 2000 signatures as Cowes fights back

From page 1

But the community response
has been overwhelming with
petition creator James Ahern
saying the numbers speak for
themselves.

“Over 2000 signatures and
climbing? That tells me this
isn’'t some loud minority, it's a
groundswell,” Mr Ahern said.

“It's not just locals. People
from out of town and over-
seas have signed it too, the
same tourists who come to
Phillip Island for more than
100 years for the wildlife, the
coastline, the character.”

Mr Ahern said protecting the
island’s identity was his priority.

“Once you drop something
like that into Phillip Island
you chip away at what makes
it different and before long
we're just another deep outer
suburb of Melbourne with
the same drive-through, the

Personalised

legal services

b

BASS COAST

Phone (03) 5674 2644
23 A'Beckett Street, Inverloch
www.basscoastlegal.com.au
Servicing all areas.

same signage, the same beige
sprawl,” he said.

“Why trade in something
unique for something you can
get off any highway anywhere?”

The petition says the fight is
not about hating burgers but
“protecting what makes this
place globally significant and
uniquely local” and urges Bass
Coast Shire Council to protect
Phillip Island from what it calls
inappropriate development.

Signatories have raised con-
cerns about the impact on lo-
cal businesses, community
health, increased traffic at the
Thompson Avenue and Settle-
ment Road intersection and
the proximity of the proposed
site to a primary school.

The debate comes at a par-
ticularly sensitive time with
the MotoGP set to leave Phil-
lip Island for Adelaide end-
ing decades of international

WONTHAGGI
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Forklands

exposure and tourist spend-
ing.

“The need for more food out-
lets is now clearly reduced as
the MotoGP is going,” one pe-
tition signatory wrote. “I think
the race is a big loss. A Maccas
is not a gain.”

Mr Ahern said the two issues
are linked.

“When local traders are al-
ready hurting the last thing
they need is a multinational gi-
ant muscling in,” he said.

“When an island economy
takes a blow like that add-
ing more corporate competi-
tion isn’t progress, it's kicking
them while they're down.”

He rejected the jobs argu-
ment as well.

“The 200 jobs line is the old-
est trick in the multinational
playbook,” he said. “Every
single business creates jobs.
We're not anti-business and

to 792m?

HM12865

we're not anti-jobs. We're anti-
McDonald’s in this location.”

A Facebook group titled No
to Cowes McDonalds has also
been established.

It is not the first time Mc-
Donald’s has been proposed
and opposed in Cowes with
a 2011 proposal to include
a McDonald’s in a new Wool-
worths complex on Thompson
Avenue drawing fierce opposi-
tion from traders. The propos-
al was ultimately abandoned.

No planning application has
been lodged with Bass Coast
Shire Council but McDonald’s
said one was expected in the
near future.

“Once we receive a planning
application we will follow the
process in accordance with the
planning scheme,” a council
spokesperson said. “Communi-
ty will be able to submit objec-
tions at this point not before.”

Cricket club condemns
alleged arson attack on
vice president’'s home

THE Korumburra Cricket Club has
issued a statement condemning the al-
leged arson attack on the personal home
of club vice president James Dunn.

A 25-year-old Korumburra man was
charged by Bass Coast Crime Investiga-
tion Unit detectives last month following
a house fire at the prominently located
property on the corner of Bena Road
and Jumbunna Road in the early hours
of Sunday February 8.

The man was charged with criminal
damage by fire, burglary, theft and crim-
inal damage after detectives executed a
search warrant at his address on Friday
February 20.

He was remanded into custody to ap-
pear at the Korumburra Magistrates’
Court.

In a statement released on February
25 the club said it “strongly condemns
the alleged arson attack” and is provid-
ing “unequivocal support” to Mr Dunn
and his family.

The club said it was taking immediate
steps in accordance with its constitution
to impose an interim suspension on any
person charged in relation to the inci-
dent with any suspension to remain in
place pending the outcome of the legal
process.

“The club considers it critical for all
parties to allow the appropriate legal
process to proceed without interfer-
ence,” the statement signed by club
president Glen Barrett said.

Three fire brigades attended the blaze
with Korumburra Fire Brigade joined by
Ruby Fire Brigade and a member from
Loch CFA Fire and Rescue Unit.

No occupants were home at the time of
the fire and no injuries were reported.

Experienced conservation
leader joins Phillip Island

Nature Parks

EXPERIENCED conservation leader
Shael Martin has joined Phillip Island Na-
ture Parks as the new General Manager
Conservation.

Ms Martin brings more than two decades
of environmental experience following a
23-year career with the Northern Territory
Government and more recently with Parks
Victoria in a statewide operational role.

Her career has combined conservation
leadership, wildlife rehabilitation, tourism
and community engagement.

Ms Martin said her first weeks on Phil-
lip Island had reinforced the global signifi-
cance of the Nature Parks work.

“I was blown away by how tenacious
and tough little penguins are and by the
remarkable story of how the Summerland
Peninsula was reclaimed for the species,”
she said.

“I am excited to help continue the out-
standing conservation work already un-
derway, enrich our relationship with the
Bunurong people and contribute to a
thriving visitor economy and meaningful
engagement with the wider community,”
she said.

YOUR FARM, COMMERCIAL AND
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Gas and coal driving
up power bills

A NEW report from the Cli-
mate Council has found gas
corporations and ageing coal
plants are the two biggest driv-
ers of high power bills in Aus-
tralia.

The Power Games report
found fossil gas provides only
about five per cent of electric-
ity in Australia’s main grid but
sets the wholesale price up to
90 per cent of the time.

Climate Council CEO Aman-
da McKenzie said renewables
had lowered average house-
hold electricity bills by up to
8417 in 2024 saving house-
holds a collective $3.8 billion.

“The faster we get more re-
newables online, the more
we’ll all save,” Ms McKenzie
said.

The report also found about
2.5 million households are
paying more than they should
for electricity because they do
not shop around for better
deals.

Victorian households are
paying $269 more than neces-
sary by staying with the same
retailer.

South Australians face the
highest loyalty fees at $408
followed by NSW at $303 and
Queensland at $213.

Jeetho Hall AGM

THE Jeetho Hall commit-
tee is calling on residents and
interested locals to attend the
hall's annual general meeting
on Monday March 16 at 7pm.

The heritage-listed hall at
207 Jeetho Road was built in
1892 as the original Shire of
Poowong and Jeetho offices
and is the only surviving pre-
1900 municipal headquarters
in South Gippsland.

Secretary Lorraine Knox
said the committee had a posi-
tive year with a new sound sys-
tem purchased and a defibril-
lator installed for hall patrons.

The next priorities include
purchasing quality outdoor
chairs and completing the ga-
zebo project.

11° 23°
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All committee positions will
be declared vacant at the AGM
with nominations taken from
the floor.

Membership is $30 per year.

Contact contact@jeethohall.
com.au or phone president G.
McGrath on 0427 675 435.

La Trobe leads data
centre energy project

LA Trobe University will lead
a $1.1 million national proj-
ect using quantum computing
and artificial intelligence to cut
energy use and emissions at
Australia’s data centres.

Funded under the federal
government’s National Critical
Technologies Challenge Pro-
gram the project will develop a
prototype energy management
system and test it inside an
operational data centre run by
NEXTDC.

The system combines quan-
tum-inspired algorithms with
machine learning to manage
heating, ventilation and cool-
ing systems more efficiently
with cooling alone accounting
for up to 30 per cent of a data
centre’s energy use.

La Trobe Vice-Chancellor
Professor Theo Farrell said
the project would move cut-
ting-edge quantum and AI re-
search from simulation into a
live operational environment.

La Trobe is partnering with
the University of Western Aus-
tralia’s Centre for Quantum
Information Simulation and
Algorithms along with indus-
try partners NEXTDC, Fujitsu
and AQ Intelligence.

Build more homes
to fix housing crisis

THE Housing Industry Asso-
ciation has told a Senate com-
mittee that targeting property
investors will do nothing to
ease pressure on homeowners
or renters.

HIA Managing Director Joc-
elyn Martin said housing sup-
ply is the core issue driving
Australia’s housing crisis.

“Whether you are concerned
about home ownership, rental

11° 21°
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affordability, government rev-
enue or fairness between in-
vestors and owner occupiers,
the answer is the same: build
more homes,” Ms Martin said.

The HIA submission includ-
ed modelling showing that re-
moving or restricting negative
gearing or the capital gains
tax discount would reduce
dwelling starts, GDP and con-
struction employment while
increasing rents.

Ms Martin said investors fi-
nance between one third and
40 per cent of all new dwell-
ings and each new home gen-
erates around $200,000 in di-
rect tax revenue.

“Restricting supply only
locks in capital gains for ex-
isting owners and limits entry
for those who come after,” she
said.

Record complaints to
financial ombudsman

THE Australian Financial
Complaints Authority received
a record 111,373 complaints
in 2025 a 14 per cent increase
on the previous year.

Consumers and small busi-
ness owners secured $643
million in compensation and
refunds which was a 120 per
cent increase on the previous
calendar year.

The increase was spread
across all financial products
including banking insurance in-
vestments and superannuation.

Large-scale collapses in the
financial advice sector result-
ed in a 58 per cent increase in
investment and advice com-
plaints.

Chief Ombudsman David
Locke said large-scale finan-
cial firm collapses can have
a profound impact on people
and their families.

Superannuation complaints
rose 29 per cent to 7687 in
2025 largely driven by delays
in handling claims and dis-
putes over claim decisions.

Since it began operating
AFCA has received more than
634,000 complaints helping to
secure $2.1 billion in compen-
sation for consumers.

Owls club takes
flight in Bass Coast

THE Inner Wheel Club of
Wonthaggi Owls held its char-
ter lunch on Saturday, Febru-
ary 28 marking the beginning
of a new chapter for women
in the Bass Coast community.

Inner Wheel is part of In-
ternational Inner Wheel, a
worldwide network of more
than 120,000 women across
103 countries united by
friendship and service.

The charter celebration will
be attended by representa-
tives from International In-
ner Wheel, Inner Wheel Aus-
tralia and special guests from
the local community.

The newly formed group is
focused on community con-
nection and practical help
for those doing it tough in the
Bass Coast region.

At the heart of the club’s
work is the Wonthaggi Owls
Community Pantry, a place
the group describes as one of
dignity not judgement.

“A place where food be-
comes relief and relief be-
comes hope,” the club said.

The club also aims to cre-
ate welcoming spaces for
women to meet and feel less
isolated while supporting lo-
cal causes.

“Inner Wheel is friendship
with purpose and service
with heart and we look for-
ward to growing alongside
our community one small
meaningful act at a time,” the
group said.

The Inner Wheel Club of
Wonthaggi Owls are the latest
addition to the Bass Coast’s
network of community ser-
vice organisations joining
groups including Rotary, Li-
ons and the CWA in provid-
ing volunteer support across
the shire.

The club meets on the sec-
ond Thursday of each month
at 7.30pm at the Wonthaggi
RSL on Graham Street.

New members of all ages
are welcome. Contact iiw.
au.wonthaggiowls@gmail.com.

ANGLICAN GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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Grow Together in Prep!

Starting school is a significant milestone in your child's life, and
at St Paul’s, our extended Prep Transition Program is designed
to make that transition as smooth as possible, encouraging
students to build friendships, gain confidence and develop a
sense of belonging even before their first day.

The Prep year lays the foundation for all future learning. With
caring teachers, a strong focus on literacy and numeracy
and an embedded practical, play-based approach to social
and emotional learning, your child will be supported to thrive
academically and socially from the very beginning.

Come along to our Prep Discovery Morning to find out more!
Discovery Morning, Tuesday 17 March
Prep Rooms 10:30 am

Drouin Campus - 36 Bowerbird Crescent (via McGlone Road)
Warragul Campus - 150 Bowen Street

Register now at stpaulsags.vic.edu.au




Coles supermarket and Liquorland
development confirmed for Grantville

By Trent Westaway

A BRAND new Coles super-
market is set to open in Grant-
ville with the retail giant con-
firming it will anchor a new
development along the Bass
Highway.

The confirmation comes after
a public notice appeared for a
packaged liquor licence applica-
tion by Liquorland at 1531 Bass
Highway in Grantville.

While the initial notice only
referenced Liquorland specifi-
cally Coles has now confirmed
that a full supermarket will also
be included in the project.

In a statement provided to the
Sentinel-Times a Coles spokes-
person said the company is
looking forward to coming to
the area.

“At Coles we are constantly
evaluating our store network
to ensure we are delivering the
best shopping experience for
customers,” the spokesperson
said.

“We are excited to be bringing
a new Coles supermarket and
Liquorland store to Grantville
as part of this development.”

Coles did not provide any fur-
ther details regarding the con-
struction timeline or the store’s
broader development noting
that it is simply a tenant at the
site.

The development site at 1531
Bass Highway has previously
secured planning approval as
part of the Bass Coast Village

coles

A brand new Coles supermarket is set to be built at Grantville.

shopping centre project which
features a  Coles-anchored
neighbourhood shopping centre
with six specialty shops and a
fuel pad site across a 1.71 hect-
are parcel of land.

The packaged liquor licence
application for Liquorland was
lodged with Liquor Control Vic-
toria earlier this month.

The notice states the proposed
store would sell alcohol for con-
sumption off the premises and
trade from 9am to 11pm Mon-
day to Saturday, 10am to 11pm
on Sundays and from 12 noon
to 11pm on Anzac Day.

With the objection period
coming to a close residents
have had 30 days to lodge any

complaints or objections with
Liquor Control Victoria after
the initial display date on Fri-
day February 6.

The announcement has gen-
erated significant community
reaction on social media with
many residents welcoming the
news after years of lobbying
for a major supermarket in the
area.

‘Just build it already,” one
commenter wrote while another
said it was “the worst kept se-
cret in history.”

Others raised concerns about
the impact on independent op-
erators with one resident say-
ing “there goes the indepen-
dent Foodworks” while another
pointed out that independent
retailers in Wonthaggi have con-
tinued to thrive alongside major
chains.

Some residents called for
similar developments in nearby
towns including Korumburra
and Leongatha while others on
Phillip Island noted Grantville
was still a 20-minute drive away.

The Grantville community has
long called for a major super-
market with former Bass Coast
Shire Deputy Mayor Cr Rochelle
Halstead previously describing
herself as “devastated” by ear-
lier delays to the project.

A Foodworks supermarket
opened across the road from
the proposed Coles site in mid-
2023 after years of the commu-
nity going without a local super-
market option.

Seaside sculpture up for auction

IF you have visited the Inver-
loch Community Hub recently,
you may have noticed an amaz-
ing ceramic sculpture taking
pride of place.

Designed and created by
middle school students at Bass
Coast Specialist School un-
der the guidance of art teacher
Trilby Parise, the sculpture
was part of the school’s Go and
Grow program.

The sculpture consists of
two standing pieces, each with
three handmade raku sea crea-
tures - inspired by the seaside
towns many of the students call
home.

The students donated their
work for auction, which has
already attracted bids of more
than $1,000.

“We want the students to be
involved with the community,
so it's been great to see the

*$70,000

support from members of the
community,” Ms Parise said.

The bidding is open until 4pm
on March 10, with proceeds go-
ing back into the Go and Grow
program.

Principal Rob Sands con-
gratulated the students on the
project.

“I was lucky enough to see
the kids working on it, and the
engagement was incredible,” he
said.

Bids can be made at Ship-
wreck Ceramics, via QR codes
at the Inverloch Community
Hub, or through the school’s
Facebook page.

RIGHT: This sculpture
designed and created by
middle school students at Bass
Coast Specialist School is up
for auction at the Inverloch
Community Hub.

across our Freedom

Phillip Island
MotoGP move
confirmed in
earnings report

By Bruce Wardley

LIBERTY Media Corporation
has confirmed the Australian
MotoGP will move from Phillip
Island to Adelaide from 2027
while reporting its fourth quarter
and year-end financial results on
Wednesday.

MotoGP revenue increased
14 per cent to $US573 million
in 2025 with operating income
growing 86 per cent to SUS54
million.

Liberty Media said the new
agreement for the Australian
MotoGP to be held in Adelaide
from 2027 to 2032 represented
the first race to be held in a city
centre.

Worldwide attendance for Mo-
toGP events grew by 21 per cent
to more than 3.66 million.

“2025 was an exceptional and
productive year for Liberty, and
we are excited about the opportu-
nities ahead,” said Derek Chang,
Liberty Media president and
chief executive.

“We delivered on our key strate-
gic objectives, strengthening For-
mula 1's growth trajectory, com-
pleting the MotoGP acquisition
and streamlining our structure
following the Liberty Live split-off
last December.

“This year, we remain focused on
sustaining F1's momentum, posi-
tioning MotoGP for future growth
and remaining disciplined, yet
opportunistic with our capital to
drive shareholder value.”

MotoGP finished the year with
record attendance and fan en-
gagement and a 9 per cent growth
in the global television audience.

“We continue investing in our
commercial and marketing func-
tions while working to elevate
the race experience and diversify
our race calendar,” said MotoGP
chief executive Carmelo Ezpeleta.

“Our second season launch
event in February drew twice as
many fans as the previous.

“We look forward to returning
to Brazil this year, and we were
thrilled to announce our first
modern-era city-centre grand
prix in Adelaide in 2027.”

MotoGP revenue was derived
from media rights fees (41.2 per
cent), race promotion fees (33.7
per cent) and sponsorship fees
(12.7 per cent).

Other revenue which included
revenue from ancillary motor-
cycle racing championships, hos-
pitality and licensing comprised
12.4 per cent of total MotoGP
earnings.

in Celebration Savings

and Bonus Upgrades

signer homes
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Mayor’s

Message

= BASS
COAST

Cr Rochelle
Halstead

AT our February Council Meeting, Council
unanimously endorsed five Tier One Advoca-
cy Priorities — the big issues we'll be taking to
State and Federal Government because they
matter most to the future of Bass Coast.

One of those is the protection and long-term
management of the Western Port Woodlands.
If you've ever walked through the woodlands,
you'll understand why this is so important.

It's a place many locals feel personally con-
nected to. Families head there for walks,
birdwatchers and nature lovers spend hours
there, and for others it's simply somewhere
quiet to clear your head. It's one of those land-
scapes that people don't just value — they genu-
inely love.

The Western Port Woodlands are the larg-
est remnant of intact coastal woodlands in
Victoria, stretching from Lang Lang through
to Grantville along the eastern shoreline of
Western Port Bay. That alone makes them in-
credibly important from a conservation per-
spective.

They also support flora and fauna that un-
derpin the internationally recognised Western
Port Biosphere Reserve.

The woodlands are home to rare orchid spe-
cies, the endangered Southern Brown Bandi-
coot, Long-nosed Bandicoots and the Power-
ful Owl — the largest owl species in Australia.
They also contain the critically endangered
Tea-tree Fingers Fungus, the only endangered
fungus species recorded in Victoria.

Importantly, the area supports the largest
population of Strzelecki Gum in the state.
This species is classified as critically endan-
gered in Victoria, with an estimated 1,000
individual trees found within the woodlands.

Despite this significance, the landscape fac-
es very real pressures.

Habitat fragmentation and competing land
uses — including sand mining and develop-
ment — pose direct threats to the long-term
survival of the woodlands. That's why strong
planning protections and coordinated man-
agement are so important.

That combination — strong environmental
value and deep community connection — is ex-
actly why Council has elevated this to a Tier
One advocacy priority.

Our role now is to make sure the right pro-
tections and management frameworks are in
place for the long term.

That means advocating to the State Govern-
ment for stronger environmental protections,
while also ensuring the woodlands continue
to be managed in a way that respects cultural
heritage and conservation needs.

We know this is something our community
cares deeply about. Many people have given
their time to conservation work in the area,
and that local stewardship is something we
want to support and build on.

Bass Coast is known for its natural beauty,
and our community expects us to stand up for
it.

==BASS
COAST

Additional Council Meeting

Bass Coast Shire Council will be holding
an additional Council Meeting on
Wednesday, 4 March.

The meeting will commence at 10.15am
and will be livestreamed.

The purpose of the Meeting is for
Council to consider the tender award for
Stewart Road Bridge, Kernot.

The agenda is currently available on
Council's website at:
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/meetings.

Speculation surrounds
Graham Street tree works

By Trent Westaway

CONTRACTORS digging
around newly planted trees on
Graham Street last week have
reignited debate over one of
Wonthaggi's most contentious
projects.

The 13 crepe myrtles went
in from September last year as
part of the Wonthaggi Activity
Centre Streetscapes project re-
placing 39 car parking spaces.

The project has drawn criti-
cism from traders and resi-
dents ever since.

The Sentinel Times has re-
ceived numerous enquiries
about the latest round of works
with speculation about every-
thing from the size of the tree
pits and drainage to the con-
crete used and problems with
contractors.

Bass Coast Shire Council said
the work is all part of the plan
and no trees are being removed.

Contractors began a four-
week program of night works
on Monday February 23 to
carry out rectification works
around the tree pits.

The works form part of the
Greening of Graham Street

" pharmacy &
v wenthagg

Contractors began staged rectification works on Graham Street last week with heavy

machinery on site.

stage of the $2 million project
funded through Regjonal Devel-
opment Victoria and council’'s
capital works budget.

They involve adjustments to
the kerb and channel surround-
ing the crepe myrtles.

Sections of kerb will be short-
ened and reinstated with some
asphalting required to properly
finish the tree pit surrounds.

The broader project has deliv-
ered upgrades across the Won-
thaggi town centre including a
revamped Apex Park, improve-

ments to McBride Avenue and
landscaping and safety works
along Graham Street.

Council stressed the excava-
tion work seen on site is part of
scheduled rectification not any
change to the project.

The works will be completed
in four stages with each stage
expected to take roughly five

nights.
Works will occur over-
night to minimise disrup-

tion to Graham Street traffic
and retailers.

Car parking spaces adjacent
to the trees will be temporar-
ily unavailable while concrete
cures.

Each section will be reinstat-
ed before contractors move to
the next stage.

Council has advised business-
es and residents to expect some
noise along with dust vibration
and an increased presence of
machinery and construction
Crews.

Emergency access will remain
available at all times.

Local councils caught in a rate cap cash squeeze

RETIRING former Bass
Coast chief financial officer and
more recently general manager
of innovation and engagement
David Filmalter has hit out at
the low rate cap imposed on lo-
cal government.

Nominating the Berninneit
cultural centre in Cowes as one
of his proudest achievements
Mr Filmalter said he was
pleased to have delivered on
Bass Coast’'s ambitious capital
works program despite esca-
lating material costs.

Formerly working for
Boroondara and Port Phil-
lip City Councils Mr Filmalter
joined Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil in 2018 as finance manager
and chief financial officer.

“Every year there’s a regular
cycle of working with coun-
cillors and stakeholders on
preparing a good budget that
delivers on capital works and
council priorities,” he said.

Acknowledging that red tape
was part of the job Mr Filmal-
ter nonetheless reflected on the
time taken every year to com-
ply with the state government

DEADLINE =

CHANGES

Due to the Labour Day long weekend the )
deadlines for the next issue of the |
South Gippsland Sentinel-Times,

By Bruce Wardley

imposed rate cap and prepar-
ing returns for the Federal
Grants Commission.

“There’s also procurement
and major contract tenders,”
Mr Filmalter said.

Bass Coast Shire Council’s
capital works program has
grown dramatically.

“Three to four fold at mini-
mum cost to ratepayers,” he
said.

Mr Filmalter said he was
quite proud of Berninneit
which was made possible by
working closely with the state
government.

“We tried to deliver a capital
works program that delivered
infrastructure that the com-
munity could access, we al-
ways tried to keep costs low,”
he said.

Questioned about a notice-
able recent reduction in car-
ryover funds and available
revenue for Bass Coast Shire
Council Mr Filmalter explained
that grant funds and developer

carried over from year to year
for incomplete projects.

“At one stage we were only
delivering 50 to 60 per cent of
our capital works projects in
any given year, in recent times
that has been increased to 80
per cent,” Mr Filmalter said.

Mr Filmalter said there was
no question the rate cap intro-
duced by the Victorian govern-
ment in 2016 was set well be-
low the rate of inflation.

“The rate cap next year will
be 2.75 per cent with inflation
forecast to be 3.6 per cent.”

Council costs have been ris-
ing faster than the inflation
rate according to Mr Filmalter.

“There were tremendous
supply chain pressures of up
to 30 and 40 per cent for some
materials after COVID and
more recently five to 10 per
cent.”

Settling into retirement this
week Mr Filmalter said he
gained most satisfaction from
seeing the development of
council’s finance team.

“I'm really proud of the land-

to fulfilment. Our capital works
have been delivered on time
and on budget,” Mr Filmalter
said.

“We have managed the bal-
ance sheet well,” he said.

“Getting the right balance be-
tween borrowings and invest-
ment.”

The Emergency Services levy
had taken a significant amount
from the community accord-
ing to Mr Filmalter and looking
forward he warned there could
be sub-optimal rate outcomes.

“Local government is highly
regulated and sometimes the
community doesn’t understand
the things that are out of local
government control.”

Roads and potholes are often
a VicRoads responsibility ac-
cording to Mr Filmalter.

“There’s a lack of equity
and disparity in local govern-
ment between big metropolitan
councils that are well funded
by fines and fees and regional
councils.”

According to Mr Filmalter lo-
cal rates are still cheaper than

contributions  were often mark projects that have come rates in the big cities.
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Displaced doctors to open new bulk-

billing clinic at Leonga

By Rick Koenig

DOCTORS from the former
Leongatha Healthcare clinic will
open a new bulk-billing practice
at Leongatha hospital in the first
week of March.

Rail Trail Medical will operate
from 64 Koonwarra Road within
the Leongatha hospital precinct
more than six weeks after the
shock closure of the town’s main
medical centre left about 8000
patients without a GP.

The clinic’s website says it has
been established so patients can
“continue seeing their familiar
doctors” and describes the GPs
as “the same GPs patients have
known and trusted, who have
served the local community for
many years.”

“As a doctor-led, community-
focused clinic, Rail Trail Medi-
cal provides a stable and sup-
portive hub for local GPs to
continue practising and caring
for the community,” the website
said.

The clinic will be open Mon-
day to Friday from 8.30am to
5.30pm with a Saturday clinic
planned from April from 9am to
1pm.

Services will include women’s
and men’'s health, antenatal
care, mental health care, im-
munisations, chronic disease
management, skin clinic, iron
infusions, WorkCover and pre-
employment medicals and mi-
nor procedures.

The clinic will bulk bill all
Medicare-eligible patients
though some procedures and
specialised services may attract

VICTORIA'S —3.

T A

The Leongatha Healthcare clinic has been closed since Friday
January 16 leaving about 8000 patients without a doctor.

an out-of-pocket fee.

Bayside Health Regional Care
Group chief executive Louise
Sparkes said the health service
was pleased to support the new
clinic.

“GP clinics are an essential
part of our local community,”
Ms Sparkes said.

“We look forward to building
relationships with the new team
at Rail Trail Medical, as we do
with other local clinics.”

Ms Sparkes thanked Leon-
gatha hospital staff who pro-
vided extra support through the
Urgent Care Centre after the clo-
sure.

“My thanks go to our dedicat-
ed staff for their extra work and
commitment during this time,”
she said.

“Every day they demonstrate
that their priority is the health
and wellbeing of our commu-

nity.”

CONTAINER DEPOSIT

*—— SCHEME

Nationals member for Eastern
Victoria Melina Bath urged the
community to support the new
clinic.

“Over recent weeks local GPs
have worked tirelessly through
challenging and uncertain con-
ditions to ensure essential
health services continued,” Ms
Bath said.

“Let us approach this new
chapter with kindness as these
dedicated doctors begin de-
livering  high-quality  patient
care for Leongatha and South
Gippsland.”

Ms Bath thanked the GPs,
practice staff, Leongatha hos-
pital staff and other clinics and
professionals for their efforts
since the closure.

Leongatha Healthcare closed
without warning on Friday
January 16 after owner Dr
Chris Webster cited financial
pressures linked to sanctions

tha hospital

imposed by the Australian
Health Practitioner Regulation
Agency.

AHPRA sanctioned Dr Webster
over comments he made about
Erin Patterson after her convic-
tion for the murder of her for-
mer in-laws Don and Gail Pat-
terson and Gail’s sister Heather
Wilkinson.

Dr Webster had flagged plans
to reopen a smaller “boutique”
practice but has not provided
details.

Federal Monash MP Mary Al-
dred raised the impact of the clo-
sure in federal parliament earlier
this month describing the clinic
as “the backbone of primary
health care” in the region.

The story attracted close to
400 reactions on the Sentinel-
Times Facebook page with the
community overwhelmingly wel-
coming the announcement.

One resident questioned wheth-
er patient medical records would
be made available to the new
clinic describing the situation as
“beyond outrageous” while oth-
ers raised concerns about Dr
Webster’s earlier announcement
of a boutique practice.

“Must admit you would have to
be pretty silly to trust any clinic
Dr Webster opens after all this dis-
ruption,” one commenter wrote.

Others were simply relieved
with comments including “just
great news” and “fantastic news,
well done to all involved.”

Rail Trail Medical can be con-
tacted on 03 5643 3311 or at re-
ception@rtmedical.com.au with
more information at railtrail-
medical.com.au.

Every drink container you return
reduces waste and helps the planet.

See you at the Loch
150 celebrations
this weekend

By Michael Giles

THE Loch 150 celebration
weekend is nearly here and
the welcome mat is already
out ahead of the start to fes-
tivities on Friday night March
6 to anyone interested but es-
pecially past and present Loch
families.

There are three main events,
the book launch on the Friday
night together with a sausage
sizzle at Sunnyside Park Victo-
ria Street, or the Loch Public
Hall if the weather is inclem-
ent.

There’s the unveiling of the
memorial seat and Loch Pri-
mary School ‘Tree of Life’ proj-
ect on Saturday morning in
Centennial Park.

And the cutting of the 150th
celebration cake on the Satur-
day night at the Loch Public
Hall in Smith Street.

But there will be a lot more
besides.

The memorial reserve will
host a great day on Saturday,
Loch Market will be on the
Sunday, an ecumenical church
service on Monday morning
with a school catch up on the
Monday afternoon.

Many Loch venues and clubs
and eateries will be open dur-
ing the weekend and there
will be lots of opportunity for
catching up with old acquain-
tances as you walk around
Loch and reminisce.

Please be aware that the
weekend is BYO drinks.

The program has been widely
dispersed but feel free to ring
Paul Knox on 0428 592248 if
you have any further queries.
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Seathelts
save lives.

Driving unbuckled? If you or your passengers drive without a fastened seatbelt,
you could each receive a $407 fine. The driver will also face 3 demerit points.
If you take risks while driving, chances are you will be caught.
Anywhere. Anytime. Anyone.
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Industry group joins calls
for offshore wind rethink

THE  Australian Industry
Group representing more than
60,000 businesses has urged the
Victorian government to conduct
a rapid and thorough review of
its offshore wind rollout warning
the plan may not be cost-effective
compared to alternatives.

In a policy manifesto released
ahead of the November state
election the peak industry body
said rising costs had cast doubts
over the short-term benefits of
offshore wind to the state.

“It is important to be certain
the offshore wind target is viable
and cost-effective compared to
alternatives,” the Ai Group said.

The group said the only co-
herent alternative appeared to
be substantially increasing the
capacity of onshore renewable
energy zones arguing that even
with more onshore infrastruc-
ture needed to match the output
of steadier offshore wind it may
still prove cheaper.

Ai Group climate and energy
policy director Tennant Reed
said a new assessment of Vic-
toria’s least-cost energy options
was needed before the state
locked itself into a particular
pathway.

“Every Victorian will pay for
the energy system we end up
with,” Mr Reed said. “If we go
with a more expensive option
to avoid social licence concerns
that is a price all Victorians will
pay.

“We really want to be confi-
dent that we are making the best

o= : - =
An offshore wind farm The vnablllty of proposed offshore
wind projects off the Gippsland coast is being questioned by
industry and community groups.

choice that we can.”

The industry concerns have
been welcomed by grassroots
group No Offshore Turbines
Ninety Mile Beach which said the
Ai Group's position confirmed
feasibility concerns were now
being raised not only by regional
communities but by businesses
across the national economy.

“Gippsland communities have
consistently raised concerns
regarding the scale complex-
ity and long-term deliverability
of offshore wind infrastructure
planned for the Gippsland coast
including the significant on-land
transmission corridors and as-
sociated grid infrastructure re-
quired to service these offshore
projects,” the group said.

The group is calling for full
economic transparency and in-
dependent scrutiny before what
it described as irreversible off-
shore industrial infrastructure
proceeds off the Gippsland
coastline.

The concerns come as Victoria
prepares to open Australia’s first
offshore wind tender in August
for an initial two gigawatts of ca-
pacity after the state government
postponed the process from its
original September 2025 time-
line citing setbacks in feasibility
licence approvals and broader
global uncertainty.

Three Gippsland offshore
wind projects were abandoned
in 2025 raising questions about
the commercial viability of the

sector.

A fourth project the 1.5 giga-
watt Navigator North proposal
backed by Origin Energy and
RES Australia was put on hold
in September after key staff were
laid off.

Victoria’s auditor general An-
drew Greaves warned in Decem-
ber that the Allan government
had not adequately planned for
the state’s renewable transition
and could not guarantee energy
reliability finding the state would
not meet its legislated offshore
wind target of two gigawatts by
2032.

A spokeswoman for Energy
and Resources Minister Lily
D’Ambrosio said Victoria had
some of the best offshore wind
conditions in the world.

“We are always analysing de-
mand forecasts and the best
technology to meet that and off-
shore wind remains essential,”
she said.

Star of the South backed by
Copenhagen Infrastructure Part-
ners remains the most advanced
project in the Gippsland zone
having lodged its environmental
impact statement in late 2025
and purchased land for its cable
shore crossing.

South Gippsland Shire Coun-
cil has maintained in-principle
support for offshore wind with
caveats including that the coastal
and marine environment must
be protected and community
benefits must be clearly demon-
strated.

Seismic surveys
by Marinus Link
at Sandy Point

MARINUS Link is planning further
survey work near Sandy Point and
Waratah Bay Beach on private land
ahead of major construction works
to start later this year.

Contractors will undertake seismic
surveys without digging to better un-
derstand the soil profile and inform
their shore crossing drilling method-
ology. The seismic works are expect-
ed to commence and be completed
within two weeks.

The survey area on Waratah Bay
Beach will remain open during the
activities.

Seismic surveys involve the posi-
tioning of noise receptor units known
as geophones connected by cables to
arecording unit which monitors seis-
mic waves when a metal plate on the
ground is hit with a large hammer.

The surveys form part of prepara-
tory works for the $2.2 billion un-
dersea and underground electric-
ity interconnector between Tasmania
and the Latrobe Valley in Victoria.
The project includes 255 kilometres
of undersea cables across Bass Strait
and 90 kilometres of underground
cables through Gippsland with a
communications station to be built
at Sandy Point.

Stage one construction is expected
to begin in 2026 and be completed
by 2030 with the first stage delivering
750 megawatts of capacity. A $994
million contract was awarded late
last year to a joint venture between
DT Infrastructure and Samsung C&T
Corporation for converter stations
and land cable civil works.

Marinus Link teams have measures
in place to minimise the impact on
the local community, marine and
land environment, businesses and
local road users.
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STAY SAFE
IN BASS COAST

As we enjoy more beautiful weather, the Bass Coast region is
calling all beachgoers to come and enjoy the sandy shores safely.

Always swim at patrolled locations whenever possible, and
in hot weather, take steps to protect yourself and others
by keeping cool, staying hydrated, planning ahead and
checking in with others.

We want everyone to keep safe when
exploring the amazing coastline
of Bass Coast.

To help you stay safe, we encourage everyone to download the
Surf Life Saving Australia, Beachsafe app and access important
information available on the Life Saving Victoria website
(Isv.com.au) and throughout the Visitor Information Centres.

@ beachsafe.org.au
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South Gippsland Shire Council News

Jobs Expo 2026

With a wide range of job opportunities
available from diverse industries, the
Jobs Expo is your chance to connect
with local employers face-to-face and
explore the exciting career paths on
offer in South Gippsland.

It's a great opportunity for people at
all stages of their career journey to
come along and discover new options.
Information about traineeships,
apprenticeships, TAFE and university
courses will be available on the day, as
well as representatives from regional
employment networks.

There will be interviews at the Expo so

be sure to bring your up-to-date resume.

If you need assistance with writing your
resume or cover letter, we have industry
professionals ready to help on the day
with laptops and a printer.

Industries represented will include:
« Hospitality.
« Manufacturing.

COUNCIL MEETINGS
The next Council Meeting will be held on
Wednesday 18 March 2026 at 2.00pm.

Details will be available on Council’s website:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
councilmeetings

To watch the meeting live or when it suits you,
visit:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/live

SUBSCRIBE TO IN THE KNOW

Sign up to Council’s fortnightly newsletter to
stay up to date with the latest news, events,
community consultations, Council employmet
vacancies and grants.

To subscribe, visit:

www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/intheknow

« Logistics and Transport.
«  Trades.

+ Health.

« Defence Force.

«  Emergency Services.

+ Professional Services including legal,
accounting, property valuers and real

estate agents.
* Local and State Government.
* Agriculture.
+ Digital Marketing.

South Gippsland

Shire Council

AT - [
Would you like an opportunity to discuss an idea or
issue that's important to you with the mayor?

Appointments with Mayor Hersey are available

DETAILS

Where: Memorial Hall, Leongatha.
When: Thursday 19 March 2026.
Time: 10.00am to 1.00pm.

available.

Free sausage sizzle and coffee voucher

on the second Tuesday of every month between
9.00am and 11.00am. They are held in person at
Council's Main Office or virtually upon request
(using Microsoft Teams).

The meetings will be arranged for a maximum of 30
minutes. An application form must be completed
prior to arranging an appointment.

For more information, and to apply for a meeting,
visit:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/meetthemayor

For more information, visit:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
jobsexpo

COUNCILLOR DROP-IN SESSION

Call in and have a chat with Councillors.
Where: Venus Bay Community Centre.

When: Wednesday 4 March, 1.00pm - 2.00pm.

IMMUNISATION SESSIONS

Foster

Where: Prom Coast Centre for Children, 30-32
Pioneer Street.

When: Thursday 5 March, 2.00pm - 3.30pm.
Nyora

Where: Maternal and Child Health Service at
Nyora Primary School, 27 Grundy Avenue.
When: Thursday 12 March, 9.00am - 10.00am.
For more information and to book your session,
visit:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/immunisation
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REQUEST FOR TENDER

Council is seeking submissions from qualified
companies/applicants for the following:
RFT/449 Construction of Nyora Public Toilet
Facility

Tenders close at 2.00pm AEDT on Tuesday 10
March 2026.

Documentation is available from Council’s
e-Tendering Portal:

www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/tenders

CONTACT US

9 Smith Street, Leongatha

03 5662 9200
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au



Calls for new
members to help drive
community initiatives

KORUMBURRA Round Table is seeking
new members, particularly representa-
tives from community groups.

Individuals with expertise that may ben-
efit the round table and the community
are encouraged to get in touch.

Vacancies also exist for representatives
from sectors such as education, churches
and health services.

The group recently held its first meeting
for 2026 with discussion about the year
ahead and advocacy for improvements to
benefit the local community.

The round table has been an active voice
for Korumburra in recent years, notably
leading the campaign to save the town’s
last remaining bank branch when Ben-
digo Bank announced its closure in 2025.
Members formed the Save Our Bank
working group alongside the Korumburra
Community Development Association
and successfully advocated for continued
banking services in the town.

Several matters were raised for South
Gippsland Shire Council representative
Sophie Dixon to follow up, including the
need for installation of picnic tables and
seating within the relocated rotunda at the
railway precinct.

The rotunda was relocated to make way
for the new picnic shelter near the public
toilets but currently lacks furniture.

Another matter raised was the delayed
implementation of the permanent 60km/h
speed limit past Korumburra Secondary
College. Although the speed reduction was
approved last year it has yet to be enacted
by VicRoads.

The round table will assist in convening
a meeting of Korumburra businesses in
March to gauge interest in re-establishing
a business association.

The Korumburra Business Association
is dormant and reviving it could bring
benefits including networking opportuni-
ties, shared support, increased visibility
and stronger advocacy for the local busi-
ness sector. Further details of the meeting
will be advertised shortly.

Email korumburraroundtable@gmail.
com to express interest in joining,

Answers sought on
Limeburners Walk
closure at Walkerville

THE Nationals Member for Gippsland
South Danny O’Brien has sought answers
from the state government over the con-
tinued closure of the southern section of
Limeburners Walk at Walkerville.

Mr O’Brien raised the issue in state
parliament after being contacted by con-
cerned residents about the future of the
track which links Walkerville North and
Walkerville South.

“I have been approached by members
of the Walkerville community who are
understandably concerned about the on-
going closure of this important coastal
link,” Mr O’Brien said.

“Limeburners Walk has long provided
practical access between the two beaches
particularly for families seeking a safer
swimming option.”

In response the Minister for Environ-
ment confirmed the section will remain
closed on safety grounds.

Mr O’Brien said while the response is
disappointing for residents and visitors
safety considerations must be taken seri-
ously.

“The Minister has advised that geo-
technical investigations identified ongo-
ing and significant landslip and erosion
risks,” he said.

“No one wants to see public access re-
duced but decisions about coastal infra-
structure must ultimately prioritise com-
munity safety.”

The northern section of Limeburners
Walk remains open and includes im-
proved access following the installation
of a new pedestrian bridge in November
2025.

Access to the lime kilns lookout re-
mains available from the Walkerville
South end and between the beaches at
low tide along the shore.

e .

The Meeniyan Community Hub was
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officially opened last August and will

soon be run by the community with support from South Gippsland Shire

Council. ob08_3425

Meeniyan community to
take charge of town’s Hub

MEENIYAN commu-
nity members will soon
run the still-new Meeni-
yan Hub after an As-
set Committee was ap-
proved for that purpose
with council staff having
been in charge of the
facility since its 2025
opening,

Councillors  recently
backed a recommenda-
tion to approve the com-
mittee’s creation.

Council will grant seed
funding of $6000 to the
Meeniyan Hub Commu-
nity Asset Committee to
support facility expenses.

Meeniyan Progress As-
sociation secretary Fay
Sinclair is one of the
community members
who has put up her
hand to join the Asset
Committee when it is
formed.

“It should be run by the
community because it's
for the community, the
building,” she said not-
ing that would be with
the support of the shire.

By Andrew Paloczi

The Hub contains a
community meeting
space with bookings
currently managed by
council staff.

Once established the
Asset Committee will
have the power to enter
contracts and incur ex-
penditure under $5000
with council approval
required for contracts
over that value.

Negotiating with Hub
user groups, setting fees
and approval of programs
operating there are other
committee responsibili-
ties as is applying income
received to the ongoing
operation and manage-
ment of the asset.

During the February
council meeting Cr John
Schelling highlighted the
strength of the Meeniyan
Progress Association.

“They were rewarded
with a Hub, and now
we're going to reward
them with the right

people to run that Hub,”
he said.

Cr Sarah  Gilligan
backed up Cr Schelling’s
sentiment noting those
in the Meeniyan Progress
Association get things
done for the town add-
ing she is pleased seed
funding will be provided
to assist the soon-to-be-
formed committee.

“‘I'm looking forward
to seeing how this new
community asset is go-
ing to be used and who
is going to use it,” Cr
Gilligan said hopeful
the building will prove
popular with a variety
of local groups and indi-
viduals.

Saying Meeniyan punch-
es well above its weight
for a small town Cr John
Kennedy labelled the Hub
and its new management
structure as “well de-
served”.

All councillors voted
in favour of establishing
the Asset Committee.

Petition launched against Wind Farm bailout

A PARLIAMENTARY pe-
tition has been launched
against the state govern-
ment's decision to use
the SEC to acquire the
Delburn Wind Farm af-
ter commercial operators
abandoned the project cit-
ing financial unviability.

The Nationals Member
for Eastern Victoria Me-
lina Bath is sponsoring
the petition which invites
residents to express
their views on the con-
troversial project in the
Strzelecki Ranges.

The SEC acquired 100
per cent ownership of
the Delburn Wind Farm
in December 2025 af-
ter previous operators
OSMI Australia and Cu-
bico Sustainable Invest-
ments pulled out.

The 205-megawatt proj-
ect would involve 33 tur-
bines across a pine plan-
tation between Thorpdale
and Mirboo North.

Ms Bath said com-
munity members are
deeply opposed to the
wind farm warning of
heightened fire risk in
the pine plantation and
serious noise and visual
impacts.

“Labor has committed
more than $650 mil-
lion of taxpayer funds to

revive a project aban-
doned by commercial
operators with an origi-
nal budget of approxi-
mately $320 million,” Ms
Bath said.

“Labor’s inability to
manage money and ma-
jor projects is well docu-
mented.

“Victorians have seen
time and again what be-
gins in the millions can
end in the billions.”

Ms Bath said the wind
farm will have a profound
impact on Gippslanders
living close to it.

“With 1600 homes in the
vicinity the potential for a
bushfire event remains
a major concern for the
community and their anx-
iety is completely under-
standable,” she said.

“Submissions to the
Delburn Wind Farm
Planning Report noted
that turbines in a pine
plantation could face
fast-moving high-intensi-
ty fires that are difficult
to control and challeng-
ing for emergency ser-
vices.”

The project has been a
contentious issue across
the Strzelecki Ranges for
several years with the
Strzelecki Community
Alliance among vocal

opponents raising con-
cerns about the impact
on local residents and
the environment.

The project area sits
between the Gippsland
towns of Thorpdale, Mir-
boo North and Boolarra
with residents in sur-
rounding communities
expressing ongoing con-
cern about the impact on
their daily lives.

Ms Bath criticised the
government’s handling of
the state’s renewable en-
ergy transition.

“The SEC has been
a complete sham,” she
said.

“For over a decade the
government has bungled
the state’s renewable
energy transition prom-
ising bills will go down

when prices climbed
higher.

“The petition invites
residents to express

their views and send
their voice to Spring
Street something I hon-
our and respect.”

The Sentinel-Times
has previously reported
on community opposi-
tion to the Delburn Wind
Farm including concerns
about fire risk, noise and
the impact on property
values in the region.

Mayor’s

Message

South Gippsland

Cr Nathan
Hersey
|

SOUTH Gippsland Shire Council is
working to improve our local economic
opportunities and to support business-
es that enhance our local area. As part
of this, we are working on our Econom-
ic Development Strategy, to help guide
Council in the future.

On a practical level right now, Council
has partnered with NEX to offer local
business owners mentoring services to
offer free, confidential one-on-one men-
toring sessions for local businesses.
Bookings can be made via www.southgi-
ppsland.vic.gov.au/businessmentoring

Future Ready Workshop

On Wednesday, Councillors and in-
dustry representatives participated in
a workshop to consider the economic
future of South Gippsland. Together
we explored the trends shaping our na-
tion and the likely impacts on our re-
gion. This was also a great session to
hear directly from industry leaders and
stakeholders about what matters most
to them.

South Gippsland is well placed for a
strong future, with many opportunities
around us to leverage. We have key in-
dustries where we naturally excel, and
this workshop looked at how we can
continue to support those strengths
while also embracing new industries
where our region has the potential to
grow.

The decisions we make now help set
us up for the future, so having dedi-
cated time and space to think carefully
about these opportunities is invaluable.
Thank you to everyone who contributed
to the day and helped make the work-
shop such a success.

I want to genuinely thank those who
gave of their time and offered their ex-
pertise to help Council to realise the op-
portunities ahead in Gippsland. Thank
you to Simon Johnson CEO of Food &
Fibre Gippsland, Terry Robinson CEO
of Destination Gippsland, Paul Green-
halgh CEO of South Gippsland Hospi-
tal, Marty Reidy of Yellow Brick Road
and Leongatha Business Association,
Michelle Anderson of Federation Uni-
versity, Leatrice Treharne of Qube
Ports, Jon McNaught Director ViPlus
Dairy, and Paul Johnston of Southerly
10.

Foster Agricultural Show

If you were looking for a day filled
with some unique events, the Foster Ag
Show definitely delivered! From the dog
high jump to the spouse shout, there
was really something for everyone.

I was pleased to play a small part in
the day by undertaking some judging
at the pet parade, with some fantastic
pets coming. Having events like this
that celebrate all that is great about
farming is vital and I am proud that we
hold these Agricultural Shows in South
Gippsland. Our farming sector punches
well above its weight for our economy
and these roots run deep. Ag Shows not
only support our farmers, but they help
our entire community understand what
it takes to be a farmer. Thank you to the
Show committee for having me along.

Loch Celebrates 150 Years

Don’t forget that Loch is celebrating
150 years since settlement. There’s a
full weekend of events and celebrations
in Loch to mark the occasion. March
6-9 has plenty to see and do including
displays, Devonshire tea, a free com-
munity bbq, heritage presentations and
more! For more details and the agenda,
visit the Loch and District 150 years
celebration Facebook page.

SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES | TUESDAY, MARCH 3,2026 | 11



Garllc festival draws huge crowd to Korumburra
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The crowd watches on as Michael Clark from Messmates Dining speaks about the great tasting partnership of garlic and
anchovies at the festival kitchen. W07 0926

Did you know your
medication may be illegal
where you’re going?

Did you know drinking
can affect your travel
insurance?

Did you know there
are ways to prevent
pickpockets?

With official advice, essential warnings and smartravelé!;‘gr

important tips, make your trip memorable
for the right reasons. know before you go

Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra
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By Trent Westaway

THE unmistakable scent of garlic filled
the air on Saturday, February 28 at the
Korumburra Showgrounds, as hundreds
of people poured in for the annual South
Gippsland Garlic Festival.

Formerly the Meeniyan Garlic Festival,
the event ran from 9am until 6pm and de-
livered more than just garlic, with a day
packed with food, cooking education and
live entertainment among other things.

The sun was out all day, providing the
perfect forecast for the annual event.

Put quite simply, the event was packed.
Organisers were ecstatic with the turnout.
Families, kids and dogs gathered to line
up for food or check out the market area,
while garlic lovers were in heaven at the
garlic precinct.

There were more than 70 stallholders
this year, transforming the showgrounds
into a bustling marketplace that had some-
thing for everyone.

Handmade goods sat beside flowers
and homewares, while sauces, spices and
snacks all competed for the taste buds of
attendees. Popsicles offered some much-
needed relief from the heat and macarons
added a splash of colour to the event, and
all of that without even mentioning the
main attraction, the garlic.

Julianne Bakogiannis from the highly
respected local olive farm ‘Olive Twist’ was
busy selling their famous olive oil all day.
Rather appropriately, she said that her gar-
lic oil was hot on the day.

“Garlic oil has been the most popular
product today,” she said.

She was also willing to share some tricks
of the trade with passers-by.

“We’ve got the only stone mill press left in
Australia working, It produces a nicer and
more delicate oil. Also, you should pick
and press the olives within 24 hours.”

The food and produce precinct had more
than 50 stalls alone. Alongside garlic in-
spired dishes were twisted spuds, Thai
food, chicken wings, sausages and even
German cuisine, drawing a consistent
crowd throughout the event. Ice cream
vans also had a very successful day as tem-
peratures continued to climb.

Even with such variety, garlic remained
the main attraction.

“I've come to see the garlic and to get some
to plant,” said Inverloch resident Tim Holt.

At the heart of the festival was the Garlic
University, an educational hub that brought
some of the topic’s leading experts togeth-
er. Gardening author and organic advocate
Penny Woodward shared her knowledge
alongside industry leaders like John Olliff
from the Australian Garlic Industry Asso-
ciation, Mornington Peninsula producer
Nick Young and local grower Jackson Mal-
ley just to name a few.

The garlic precinct showcased what the
festival describes as the widest range of
garlic in one place in Victoria. From local
growers to those across Victoria and New
South Wales, all were showcasing their
produce.

The festival kitchen shifted the focus
back to the plate.

Hosted by food writer and presenter
Richard Cornish, the festival saw talented
chefs showcase their skills and knowledge
through live demonstrations. These in-
cluded Atsu Tanaka-Morrison from Tsuko
Japan in Korumburra, Trevor Perkins of
Hogget Kitchen, Michael Clark and Jodie
Odrowaz from Messmates Dining, Fran-
cesco Laera and Gippsland Food and Wine
Ambassador Alejandro Saravia. They all
showed just how versatile garlic can be
when cooking,

More than a few notes were taken in the
crowd for future dinner parties.

Live music was also a feature of the
event, with a stage set up on the oval for
performers.

Kids were not left out either, with face
painting, energetic performances by the
Mik Maks, and even though dogs should
not eat garlic, Australian animated icon
Bluey even made an appearance on the day,
wandering the stalls and keeping the kids
entertained.

The annual festival continues to grow, of-
fering a wide variety of entertainment while
staying true to its core: celebrating Austra-
lian garlic and the growers behind it.




Guided tours at Newhaven
College open morning

NEWHAVEN College is
inviting future and pro-
spective students and their
families to explore the
campus at its open morn-
ing on Saturday, March 14
from 9am until midday.

Current families and
friends are also welcome to
experience the daily life of
the children in their lives.

College staff and student
leaders will offer visitors
guided tours of the col-
lege grounds and facilities,
with activities across the
junior and middle schools
and specialty wings.

Visitors can enjoy science
demonstrations, music
performances, art displays
and hands-on experiences
in the trade centre.

As the leading inde-
pendent  co-educational
school in the Bass Coast
region, catering for prep to
year 12, Newhaven offers
a values-driven, evidence-
based education.

Alongside academic ex-
cellence, students benefit
from strong pastoral care
and wellbeing support
through the house system,
fostering connection and
belonging.

Beyond the classroom,
students enjoy a broad
range of co-curricular and
extra-curricular oppor-
tunities including camps
and outdoor education,
visual and performing
arts, sport and special-
ised academies in tennis,
surfing, equestrian and

MO

9am -

1770 Phillip Island Road,
Phillip Island, Victoria

¥ 1

S(-)oji and Matthew Chaseling with 2026 prep

student Ria met with principal Tony Corr at the 2025
Newhaven College open day.

mountain biking,

Many of these activities
will be on display at the
open morning,

The college is made up of
junior, middle and senior
schools, plus the popular
year nine environmental
centre.

Each sub-school nur-
tures a strong sense of
community, with leader-
ship opportunities and a
unique year nine program
focused on environmental
stewardship.

Newhaven College stu-
dents and staff look for-
ward to welcoming visitors
on open day.

Those unable to attend
who would like to arrange a
private tour can contact the

falls

Saturday 14 March

12pm

admissions team on 5956
7505 or admissions@ne-
whavencol.vic.edu.au.

Alumni reunions

Newhaven students
who graduated in 1986,
1996, 2006 and 2016 are
warmly invited to attend
their alumni reunion from
10am to midday on Satur-
day, March 14.

The event will start with
a complementary morn-
ing tea and social catch-
up, followed by a guided
tour of the campus with
director of learning Karen
Milkins-Hendry.

Bookings can be made
through the college web-
site www.newhavencol.vic.
edu.au.

Scan the code to RSVP
or simply drop by!

newhavencol.vic.edu.au
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-Students -aré now benefitting from modern and spacious learning areas and

breakout spaces.

New facilities mark next chapter for Chairo

CHAIRO Christian School Leongatha is
entering a new era after completing con-
struction of purpose-built senior second-
ary facilities.

Students and staff members are now
benefitting from modern and spacious
learning areas and breakout spaces on
the campus which offers education from
kindergarten through to VCE.

Principal Amy Stork said the school
prioritised building positive and produc-
tive partnerships with families.

“Chairo Leongatha encompasses what
I deeply value about learning: fostering
a supportive and inclusive environment
where students can grow in their capa-
bility, character and commitment,” Ms
Stork said.

With the Australian Curriculum de-
livered from a biblical worldview per-
spective the school provides a distinctly
Christian education and is constantly
expanding its programs and increasing
enrolment numbers.

Deputy Principal Nick McLean said the
VCE subjects were designed to support
the further study and career pathways of
students.

“With a range of subjects on offer from

Discover Chairo Leongatha

Individual family tours by appointment
Saturday 28 March from 10.00 am to 2.00 pm

* Now Kindergarten to Year 12 on the one campus

¢ Education from a Christian worldview perspective

* Small classes, experienced teachers, excellent facilities
* Visit chairo.vic.edu.au/enrolments to book a tour today

Chairo

Christian School

Learning That Lasts a Lifetime
www.chairo.vic.edu.au

Maths Methods and Physics to Product
Design and Outdoor and Environmental
Studies, student interests and prerequi-
sites are being met in a flexible program,”
Mr McLean said.

The Leongatha campus has a long his-
tory of Christian education in South
Gippsland dating back to 1978 when it
operated as South Coast Christian Col-
lege before joining the Chairo family in
2014.

All members of the school community
are valued as uniquely created individu-
als with specific gifts, talents, interests
and personalities.

Chairo Kinder is an integral part of the
campus with children having access to
specialist school facilities.

The educators seek to prepare kindergar-
ten students for a smooth progression into
school and equip them to apply themselves
in responsible and capable ways through-
out life.

Parents interested in finding out more
about Chairo Leongatha are encouraged
to visit the school website, complete an
online enquiry or call 5662 4355.

The next Discover Chairo Day is on Sat-
urday, March 28.
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* FINANCIAL LITERACY MADE SIMPLE

Retirement
Savings:
How long will it last?

By David Caporale,
Chief Investment Officer of RELIcapital

‘ h rhen people retire, one of the first
questions they ask is, “How much
retirement savings do I have?”

A more important though less commonly
asked question is, “How long will it last?”
Retirement today can span 25 or even 30

years. Many Australians who retire at 65

can expect to live into their late 80s, and

a growing number into their 90s. That's

wonderful news. But it also means your re-

tirement savings may need to support you
for decades, not just a handful of years.

The good news is that with some aware-
ness and sensible planning, it's entirely
possible to enjoy retirement while making
your savings last.

It’s About Pace, Not Just Balance

Think of your retirement savings like a
water tank. The amount in the tank mat-
ters, but so does how quickly you turn on
the tap.

Every year, retirees draw income from
their retirement savings to cover living
costs. The percentage you withdraw makes
a big difference over time. For example,
withdrawing 4 per cent per year from your
balance will generally stretch further than
withdrawing 7 per cent. The higher the
drawdown, the faster the tank empties.

That doesn't mean you should live fru-
gally or deny yourself experiences. It
simply means understanding the pace of
withdrawals can help you strike the right
balance between living well now and feeling
secure later.

Thinking in Three Buckets

One simple way to think about manag-
ing retirement savings is the three-bucket
approach.

Short-term bucket: Money for the next
one to three years, usually kept in stable
investments or cash to fund everyday
spending, It covers everyday expenses and
regular withdrawals.

Medium-term bucket: Funds for the next
few years that can absorb some movement
in the market while aiming for steady
growth.

Long-term bucket: Money invested
for later years. This portion is often in-
vested for growth, allowing it time to ride

investment market ups and downs.

This structure helps separate today’s
spending from tomorrow’s growth. Your
short-term bucket keeps income steady,
while the longer-term bucket has time to
recover from market dips.

Its not about predicting markets, it's
about creating flexibility and reducing
pressure on your retirement savings.

The Role of the Age Pension

Some retirees assume that if their retire-
ment savings reduces over time, the Age
Pension will step in fully. In reality, many
Australians receive a part pension as their
assets change. The system is designed as a
safety net, but not necessarily to fund every
aspect of lifestyle.

Understanding how retirement savings
and the Age Pension work together can
provide reassurance about the long-term
picture.

Enjoy Today, Plan for Tomorrow

It's natural to spend more in the early
years of retirement on travel, hobbies as
well as time with family often taking prior-
ity. Spending may ease later on, but retire-
ment rarely follows a perfectly straight line.

The key isn't to restrict yourself unneces-
sarily, but to periodically check:

* How much you're withdrawing

* Whether that level feels sustainable

* Whether your investment mix still suits

your stage of life

* How rising living costs may affect fu-

ture spending

Even reviewing your position once a year
can make a meaningful difference.

A Long Retirement Is a Gift

Retirement is no longer a brief pause at
the end of working life. It's a significant
stage of life in its own right.

Your retirement savings was built to sup-
port that stage. By understanding with-
drawal pace and structuring your retire-
ment savings thoughtfully, you can enjoy
today while protecting tomorrow.

It's not about hoarding money. It's about
using it wisely so it supports the life you
want, for as long as you need it.

The information above does not consti-
tute financial or other professional advice
and is general in nature. It does not take
into account your specific circumstanc-
es and should not be acted on without a
full understanding of your current situa-
tion and future goals and objectives by
a fully qualified financial advisor. Before
you make any decision about whether to
acquire a certain financial product, you
should obtain and read the relevant prod-
uct disclosure statement.

2) REL'capital

03 5662 2529

our office.

Over 47 Years of

Investments in Real Estate Loans

Variable interest rates starting from:

b.25"

Fixed term investment with
no entry or exit fees.

PN

i relicapital.com.au

*Rate current 1 March 2026. An investment with RELI Capital is not a bank or term deposits, and investors risk losing some or all
of their money. The rates of return are not guaranteed, and may be lower than expected. Generally there is no right of early
withdrawal prior to maturity of the investment term and there is a risk that redemption at maturity may be delayed. Before deciding
to invest consider RELI Capital's Product Disclosure Statement and Target Market Determination by visiting relicapital.com.au or

Scan For More

JA23268-V9
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FOSTER SHOW
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Kelpie ‘Cheque’ enjoys ‘backing’ to encourage the recalcitrant sheep to leave the
pen, working closely with Brad Gavenlock. A41_0926

Yard dog action in Foster

YARD dog trials remain a
popular form of entertain-
ment at Foster Show, Senti-
nel Times capturing kelpie
‘Cheque’ in action, working
in partnership with owner
and handler Brad Gaven-
lock of Tallygaroopna.

Brad enjoys the chal-
lenge, saying it takes about
two years of training to get
from the puppy stage to be-
ing able to compete, and

By Andrew Paloczi

loves working closely with
his dogs.

At Foster he entered three
dogs in the yard trials.

While Brad is a farmer, he
runs dairy and beef cattle,
keeping sheep purely for
dog training,

He explained the reason
Cheque climbed onto the
backs of penned sheep, a

strategy known as ‘back-
ing’, the move encouraging
the sheep to leave the pen
through the open gate at
the front after their initial
reluctance.

Brad travels to shows
around Australia, with
his dogs set to feature in
the Australian Yard Dog
Championship in South
Australia’s Lucindale this
month.
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llam destroys hlS log at the Fo

ster Show. A40_0926
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Woodchopping excellence in Foster

FOSTER showgoers
were treated to high-class
woodchopping, Toongab-
bie’s Glen Gillam making
light work of his log while
Sentinel-Times  watched,
severing it in just 14 blows
to comfortably win, his
competitors needing more
than 20.

He has won various
woodchopping titles at ev-
ery Royal Show in Austra-
lia, having started in the

By Andrew Paloczi

sport soon after he began
walking.

Gillam travels Australia
and internationally, com-
peting, coaching and train-
ing and loving the people
he meets and the places
he visits, with coaching
in China among the high-
lights, those he trains
there being passionate and
proud of their culture.

At some Australian Roy-
al Shows, he competes in
up to 24 different events,
tackling anything up to
100 pieces of timber rang-
ing in diameter from 10 to
15 inches, requiring a lot
of stamina and strength.

“We pay a premium to
keep our sport alive,” Gil-
lam said of the need to
bring in Tasmanian tim-
ber, which was in use at
the Foster Show.



FOSTER SHOW

Foster Show delights
over too soon

By Andrew Paloczi

SATURDAY'S action-
packed Foster Show was
a whirlwind of family fun,
with horse events, wood-
chopping, sheaf tossing,
CWA baking demonstra-
tions, cat judging, ferret rac-
ing, sheep dogs, and shear-
ing,

It showcased interesting
exhibits including art, pho-
tography, craft, produce
and cookery, as well as the
marathon-like effort two
teams put into the Back to
Back Wool Challenge.

Young sisters Delilah and
Hazel Bright impressed the
judges, Sentinel Times see-
ing their work on display,
with Delilah getting second
prize in the children’s cre-
ative art section and Hazel's
‘Buzz Buzz Buzz’ bee photo
second in its category.

Hazel also took out first
prize for her frog pond in
the junior garden compe-
tition judged ahead of the
Show, enjoying creating
things at home and school
and deciding it would be fun
to enter the Show.

The produce and cookery
of Foster local Lyndon Bath
continues to prosper at the
Foster Show, and this year
she entered a winning fruit
cake, Yo-Yo biscuits, lemons
and onions.

“They were short of en-
trants and I've done it ever
since,” she said of the begin-
nings of her annual tradi-
tion 15 to 20 years ago.

“I just like the challenge,”
Lyndon said, explaining
that stewards pass on feed-
back from the judges, help-
ing her fine-tune her future
entries.

CWAs Marilyn Mackie
likely surprised her audi-
ence during a sponge cake
demonstration, repeatedly
dropping the tin on the
bench to bang out air bub-
bles.

While only a couple of la-
dies competed in the wom-
en’s sheaf tossing, Kylie
Nicholls and Darcy Nicoll
were enjoying themselves
and performing strongly as
the crossbar they had to
clear continued to be raised.

There was a cuteness over-
load on the animal front.

Gary the Goat was judged
the pet with the prettiest
eyes, announced by South
Gippsland Shire Mayor Na-
than Hersey.

Those eyes were focused
on the prize, a large bag of
stock food suited to goats.

Gary’s handler Kelarny
Leeworthy of Port Welsh-
pool dressed up for the
occasion ensuring she and
Gary made an eye-catching
pair.

While Gary is only a cou-
ple of years old, Frosty the
donkey is in his thirties,
proving a hit with Harley
Hodson and savouring a
brush from the youngster.

Frosty has played a part
in a couple of Liam Neeson
films.

Gary the goat, shown by Port Welshpool’s Kelarny
Leeworthy, won the judge’'s heart with his stunning
eyes. A29 0926

Amelia Smith of Cannibal Creek Pony Club puts
Penny through her paces, the pair completing a clear

round. A32 0926

British Longhair cat Shali-
da Olivia underwent a close
inspection from judge Troy
Willems, who considers the
whole cat, including ear and
eye shape, size and place-
ment, the feline’s colour,
ease of handling and per-
sonality.

Sentinel-Times  checked
out cattle judging, a mixture
of breeds on show, seeing
Cheryl Hedger take charge
of a couple of winning Belted
Galloways, Jalaway What a
Lad’ in the section for bulls
aged under 12 months, and
Jalaway Mont Vantasari tri-
umphing in a heifer class.

Allambee’s Emily Garrett
showed ‘Brejayanne Wil-
low’ in that heifer class, the
South Devon coming sec-
ond.

With such jam-packed ac-
tion across the Foster Show,
it highlighted the concerns
of the Foster & District Ag-
ricultural & Pastoral Society
about plans for a skatepark

in the Showgrounds that
would take up valuable
space.

“With the preferred loca-
tion adjacent to the play-
ground where the wood-
chop is currently held, we
invite you to contemplate
what change in this space
will bring for our event
when you visit the grounds
on showday,” Foster & Dis-
trict Agricultural & Pasto-
ral Society President Noel
Afflitto wrote in the Prom
Coast News.

He stressed that such loss
of useable groundspace will
impact the A&P Society’s
ability to offer the variety
of attractions and compe-
titions it strives to at the
Show.

As for this year, the only
complaint is that it would
have been great if the Show
ran for longer, particularly
with such beautiful weather,
things winding up by about
3.30pm.
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CSX2-M2-EU

2X4.0RH
Batteries
Valued At
$139ea

Available To Purchase

HW1408-MKiI

Hook And Keeper
Ratchet Tie Down

AUTOSWITCH™ DUAL

K75P-01

= Effortlessly build pressure up
to 12,000 psi single-handed

= Automatic switching from
low-flow to high-pressure by
detecting line back pressure

* Q-Lock system - to keep your
workspace clean and
organised
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COME SEE US AT
FARMWORLD

GREAT DEALS

Powershot Hot Water High Pressure
Cleaner 2030psi, 8L/Min, 10A, Up To 110
Degrees 8m HP Hose. 15mt Hose Reel

() Beems

1/2" Drive Torque Wrench
1/4" and 3/8" Also Available $89ea

Austlift 50mm x 9mt

PISTON 450G GREASE GUN

KINCROME

& GREAT PRIZES

ONLY AVAILABLE AT THE SHOW |18 -

THUR 26 - SAT 28 MARCH 2026

LEONGATHA

38 Yarragon Road - Phone: 03 5662 3100

FARM/WORLD'SPEGIALS

ATE INDUSTRIAL ~/L

¢ Bearings * Power Transmission ¢ Fasteners ¢ Industrial Supplies

WARRAGUL
13 Endeavour Street - Phone: 03 5623 4444

‘, '-: ONLY/AVAILABLE/AT. FARM/WORLDICOME

AND'SEEUS|INITHE BAWIBRAW/|PRVILION

Don't Forget To Buy Your Admission Tickets Online So You Don't Miss Out @ www.lardnerpark.com.au

36V Brushless 16” Rear Handle

WAS
$45

v

MX3-300

AL
INDUSTRIAL ~/L

A FISHING CHARTER
FOR YOU AND 3 MATES

Limited
Stock

Kincrome Fencing Pliers
6-in-1 Parrot Beak

23 PIECE

ONSITE+

IMPACT STEP TIP
DRILL

Code: SM23ST

Chainsaw Kit. Twin Port Charger
And 2 x 4.0ah Batteries

THATS
ATOTAL
SAVING OF

Bi-Metal Cobalt Holesaw
Maintenance Set 19-76mm 13pc

o Y
'Ad

sution

CORALY

Alemlube Compressed

Air Hose Assembly With
Nitto Fittings
HA1020,20mt x.3/8 $59
HA1030,30mt x 3/8”/'$79
HA1210,10mi x;1/2} 549
HA1220:20mt x1/2$79.
HA1230'30mt x1/27'$99
gy —

30pce Metric and Af Spanner
Roll, 6-24mm, 1/4”-1”K3030

Inique
6x
SPEED

SET

PROMO PRICE L4

$249°%

Kincrome 35pce 1/2” Drive
Metric Standard And Deep

www.ace=-industrial.com.au
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Mirboo North Primary School’s school
leaders for 2026 Aisling, Hudson, Ava,

Victoria, Kayliah and Jackson with
acting principal Mr Collins.

Mirboo North launches

into new school year

MIRBOO North Primary School has
kicked off 2026 with new leaders and a
few unexpected visitors at its bush cam-
pus in the Strzelecki Ranges.

The school’'s more than 300 students
have already had encounters with koalas
and blue tongue lizards on the grounds
with one stray sheep also making its way
onto the site before students safely re-
turned it home.

Six school leaders have been appointed
for the year with Aisling, Hudson, Ava,
Victoria, Kayliah and Jackson taking on
the roles alongside a newly elected Stu-
dent Representative Council.

The council members are motivated to
embody the school’s values of being Car-
ing, Confident and Capable in 2026.

The school has also welcomed Mrs Wil-
liams to Grade 3/4 and two former stu-
dents Tyler and Charlie who return as
trainees for the year.

Council to consider
$2.2 million Kernot
bridge tender

BASS Coast Shire Council will this
week consider a $2.2 million tender by
Timber Restoration Systems for the re-
newal and strengthening of the Stewart
Road bridge at Kernot.

The project received a significant boost
in December when the federal govern-
ment committed $1.768 million through
the Safer Local Roads and Infrastructure
Program.

The existing bridge which crosses the
Bass River has a 20-tonne load rating
and was deemed unsafe following sev-
eral structural assessments in 2025. The
bridge was closed for safety reasons in
March last year.

The closure forced the Kernot-Grant-
ville CFA to take significant detours
during emergency responses with para-
medics at one point delayed by 15 min-
utes attending a life-threatening medical
emergency.

Council resolved to reconstruct the
bridge to a higher load rating of 44 tonnes
with a 50-year-plus design service life.

Construction is expected to commence
in April and be completed by late 2026.

Melina
BATH MP

THE NATIONALS MEMBER FOR
EASTERN VICTORIA REGION

2/181 Franklin St, Traralgon VIC 3844
«=: melina.bath@parliament.vic.gov.au
5174 7066

1 \MelinaBathMLC
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Closing the doors on
19 years of community

TSG WONTHAGGI closed
its doors on January 31,
2026, but owner Stephanie
Creighton says it wasn't just
the brand-new $2,000 licens-
ing fee that forced the local
store with so much history to
close for good.

The Graham Street shop
wasn't always primarily a
tobacconist, beginning as a
DVD hire store.

Despite being a non-smoker
herself, Ms Creighton pur-
chased the business in 2007,
while it was selling cigarettes,
DVDs and a small range of
gifts.

“I had to think very hard
about buying it, because it
was a cigarette shop, and I'm
a non-smoker,” she said. “But
it's a legal product, and I fol-
low the law. That's how I ran
the business.”

Over the years Ms Creighton
watched the business grow
recalling Friday night movie
rushes, families browsing,
children tagging along and
regulars popping in for the
paper.

The store had regular clien-
tele from as far as Phillip Is-
land, Venus Bay and Coronet
Bay.

“It wasn't just a smoke
shop,” Ms Creighton said.

“It meant many things to dif-
ferent people.”

Like many business own-
ers, Ms Creighton says the
pandemic marked a turning
point. They stopped rent-
ing DVDs during COVID and
never started doing so again.
She believes that if not for the
pandemic, DVD hire would’'ve
continued to this day.

“We’d been a DVD hire shop
until COVID,” she said. “I
think it would have always
been a DVD shop if COVID
hadn’t happened.”

Even after DVD hiring
stopped, Ms Creighton sold
$20,000 worth of DVDs. She
donated all old videotapes to
the Salvation Army in Won-
thaggi, and now plans to do
the same with any remaining
DVD stock.

Eventually, as DVDs faded
and tobacco became a larger

share of the business, the
store was left prone to the nev-
er-ending stream of govern-
ment regulations on smoking-
related products. However,
Ms Creighton insists that her
closing wasn't the result of the
recently introduced tobacco
licensing scheme alone.

“That wasn’t a reason at all
for closing the shop,” she said
of the $2,000 fee.

Instead, she pointed main-
ly to years of rising excise,
consistently rising wholesale
prices and changing consum-
er habits.

Refusing to give up on her
store and customers, Ms
Creighton diversified wher-
ever possible, selling milk
and newspapers and even
opening the store seven days
a week while -continuing
to build the gift side of the
store. This, however, was not
enough to stop turnover from
sliding,

“It just became not really vi-
able,” she said.

Ms Creighton also pointed
to a major drop in income

following changes introduced
on July 1 last year, includ-
ing restrictions on pack sizes
and the banning of menthol
and flavoured cigarettes.

“Overnight, it was a drop of
30 to 40 per cent in my turn-
over,” she said.

The store’s final weeks saw
Ms Creighton working per-
sonally in the store every day
so she could personally thank
and farewell customers.

“Their faces just dropped,”
she said. “I had tears.”

Ms Creighton employed
three staff members all of
whom were given consider-
able notice and have since
moved to other working ar-
rangements.

After 19 years, Ms Creigh-
ton says she will remember
the people most.

“I was very particular on
the level of customer service,”
she said. “For someone who
wasn’t sure about buying this
particular type of business,
I've had the most wonderful
years there. And it's purely
because of my customers.”

Approval still pending for Hilton Chadwick Reserve turning lane

By Bruce Wardley

PROGRESS seems to have
stalled on plans for Hilton
Chadwick Reserve in Cowes as
Bass Coast Shire continues to
seek Department of Transport
approval for a turning lane.

In answer to a question
from Graham Jolly during
public question time, Bass
Coast Shire CEO Greg Box
said council was addressing
feedback from the Depart-
ment of Transport and had
resubmitted plans for review
and endorsement a number
of times.

Terry Parkin asked if a de-
sign plan had been complet-
ed for the new toilet block
at Olive Justice Place in
Cowes. Mr Box replied that
Stage 2 designs for the Cow-
es Streetscape Master Plan,
which included the Olive Jus-
tice Place toilet block, had not
commenced.

“There is no funding alloca-
tion in the long term financial
plan,” said Mr Box.

John Kuzma asked for
details of an inspection
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Graham Jolly asked Bass Coast Council if a permit had
been approved from the Victorian Transport Authority for
a new turning lane at Hilton Chadwick Reserve. BO3_ 0926

conducted at the site of the
former Wonthaggi Secondary
College which council does
not own. Mr Box responded
that council had allocated
$350,000 to the old Wonthag-
gi Secondary College site re-
development project and was
conducting a review of the

L ochl

market

at the Loch Railway siding

This Sunday,
March 8

8am-1pm

Over 100 stalls.
Something for everyone.

Contact Noel

0447 398 822

“ Lions Club of Strzelecki

Wonthaggi Secondary College
Senior Campus Structure
Plan.

Questioning council over
funding for the Stewart Road
bridge at Kernot, John Kuz-
ma asked if council had actu-
ally received the federal gov-
ernment grant money.

Mr Kuzma was told grant
funding had not been re-
ceived to date, however coun-
cil had received advice from
the federal government that
its application for grant fund-
ing had been successful in the
amount of $1.768 million.

“The grant agreement has
been received, signed, and re-
turned to the funding body,”
said Mr Box.

Leanne Panozzo asked why
$30 million in public funds
had been placed into term
deposits instead of being
used for long-promised in-
frastructure such as a swim-
ming pool.

Mr Box replied that cash
surpluses held and subse-
quently invested were often
a result of funds received in
advance of specific contrac-
tual or legislative obligations
with which the funds are tied
to.

“Council’s community vi-
sion, council plan and stra-
tegic objectives are all devel-
oped in consultation with the
community and the long term
financial plan,” said Mr Box.
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Smarter living in a changing climate helps save on energy costs

HOPE for comfort all year round without
the hefty electricity bills that continue to
rise is daily life for residents at The Cape.

Resident Kim Hauser says you do not
understand that level of comfort until you
experience it and as temperatures climb
the way homes are designed is becoming
increasingly important.

The homes in The Cape are built for
year-round comfort designed to keep costs
low and resident Richard Keech said his
annual electricity bill is as low as $100.

In an interview with the Sentinel-Times
The Cape residents Richard and Kim ex-
plained the level of design in the Cape
homes that helps reduce financial costs.

“Our home at The Cape has a 7.9-star
NatHERS energy rating and is an all-elec-
tric home. The average home is eight stars
at The Cape,” Kim said.

“We've lived here as a family of four since
December 2022 with two adults working
from home and two children. It was origi-
nally intended as a holiday house, but we
loved it so much that we made the move
permanent.”

Coming from inner-city living where the
family had no garden or outdoor space
Kim said the shift to The Cape has been
genuinely transformative especially for the
kids.

“They can ride their bikes freely, feel
comfortable heading to the sports pre-
cinct, and know their neighbours. There’s
areal sense of safety, connection, and com-
munity.”

Despite working from home full-time
Kim explained their total energy costs
from September 2024 to August 2025
were under $500.

“A figure that still surprises visitors when
we tell them.”

“The house stays at a comfortable 18 to
25 degree temperature all year round with
very little intervention. On warmer days we
open the south-facing windows and allow
cool air to flow through naturally pushing
warm air out through the north-facing win-
dows. It's all about the design.”

“We have 6.6 kilowatts of solar panels
which were installed during the build and
cover most of our household energy needs.
All homes at The Cape have a minimum of
five kilowatts of solar.”

Like all homes at The Cape the house is
oriented north-facing maximising passive
solar design.

In winter the low sun warms the concrete
floors storing heat in the thermal mass.

In summer well-designed shading pre-
vents the high sun from overheating the
home.

Kim’s home is also installed with an in-
duction cooktop eliminating the need for
gas a heat pump for hot water and a split
system for heating and cooling,

“We are also on an OVO Energy plan that
provides free electricity between 11am and
2pm which fits perfectly with the way the
house works,” she said.

“We schedule washing, dishwashing, and
other energy-intensive tasks during this
window to further reduce our running
costs, and these plans could be on offer for
anyone looking to reduce their household
bills.”

Richard said that making your home
more efficient and getting off gas will save
the typical Victorian home thousands of
dollars a year.

Done right homes might reasonably ex-
pect to reduce their overall energy costs by
at least 60 per cent.

“The upfront costs will quickly pay for
themselves,” he said.

“The most fundamental thing homes can
do to reduce their overall energy costs is
to stop using gas. Gas is neither cheap nor
clean. Using efficient all-electric alterna-
tives to gas can significantly reduce overall
energy use.”

“Another reason that electrification
makes sense is that it lets homes make
better use of their own rooftop solar.”

Richard confirmed that prior to moving
to The Cape his own experience retrofitting
a home was that he was able to reduce the
home’s underlying energy consumption by
75 per cent.

The remaining 25 per cent was fully off-
set by solar.

“This reduced my bills to near zero,” he
said.

“Home electrification is a journey. My
retrofit took me about six years, but the
results were amazing.”

With the current heatwave placing real
strain on people’s health and comfort
homeowners might consider getting a
professional home assessment to help
improve comfort and reduce costs in the
long run.

In the meantime eligible Victorian
households can claim the $100 Power
Saving Bonus which provides practical
help for anyone having trouble paying
their energy costs.

Applications for the $100 Power Sav-
ing Bonus close at midnight on Tuesday
March 31.

To apply visit compare.energy.vic.gov.
au or call 1800 000 832.

For those looking to make the switch
and design their home to be more afford-
able long-term visit newenergythinking,
com.

e
Applications for the $100 Power Saving Bonus close at midnight on Tuesday
March 31.
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Wild west fears for
Wonthaggi desalination

plant expansion

AN expansion of the Wonthaggi desali-
nation plant could create a “wild west”
and double the cost of renting a local
house according to Watershed Victoria.

With plans to increase the capacity of
the Wonthaggi desalination plant from
150 gigalitres to 200 gigalitres Water-
shed Victoria fears an influx of construc-
tion workers could result in the same
social problems experienced 15 years
ago.

Drug use, prostitution and soaring
rents are among the concerns of Water-
shed Victoria president Mark Robertson.

A planning document released by the
state government has estimated the de-
salination plant could be expanded to
produce a further 50 gigalitres of water
each year.

The Wonthaggi desalination plant is
seen as an essential buffer for city res-
ervoirs with the ability to go on standby
in heavy rainfall years to provide water
when it is needed.

Work on the $840 million upgrade
could start as early as 2030 and be com-
pleted by 2034 as part of a 30-year strat-
egy to bolster the state’s water security.

“It's a quick fix,” Mr Robertson said.

“I'm unsure whether the power supply
would cope.”

The alternative according to Mr Rob-
ertson is a second desalination plant
west of Melbourne.

Concerned about the social problems
that may be caused by a large temporary
workforce needed for the desalination
plant upgrade Mr Robertson wants to
know if there will be consultation with
the local community or if the same prob-
lems will return.

“How many workers will be required
and who’s paying for it,” he said.

“Last time rents doubled and with the
extra demand for power from Victoria’s
new data centres where’s the energy go-
ing to come from?”

Another concern for Watershed Victo-
ria is the wastewater pumped into the
ocean.

“They don’t worry about being next
to a marine park and penguin feeding
ground.”

Mr Robertson said desalination is the
most energy-intensive and environmen-
tally questionable option.

Last year Melbourne’s water consump-
tion rose by five per cent and Geelong by
14 per cent.

Universal adoption of dual-flush toilets
could save as much water as a desalina-
tion plant can produce according to Mr
Robertson.

“Desalination plants just don’t add up,
they cost billions of dollars.”

Mr Robertson called for an environ-
ment effects study to look at the impact
of the Wonthaggi desalination plant in
the Bunurong Marine National Park and
the impact on the community from a
predicted influx of construction work-
ers.

“Highly paid workers create a wild
west that is out of control.”
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Inverloch Lions recognise
trio for outstandmg service

By Trent Westaway

THE Inverloch Lions Club
gathered on Sunday February
22 to celebrate some of its own
members whose volunteering
commitment has contributed
much to the community.

The Sound Shell at The
Glade served as the location of
the presentation as President
Terry Hall presented the pres-
tigious James D. Richardson
Honour Award to Hazel Mis-
sen, Ron Missen and Klaus
Edel.

The award recognises ex-
ceptional service and reflects
what the club describes as the
very best of Lionism exhibiting
traits such as steadfast com-
mitment to the community and
selfless service among many
other admirable virtues.

Hazel and Ron Missen have
donated their time, energy and
skills to countless projects over
the years including many fund-
raisers and community events.

“Ron’s practical support
and steady leadership, com-
bined with Hazel's warmth
and keen sense of fellowship,
have strengthened our club
and helped us better serve our
community,” said Mr Hall.

Hazel Missen, Klaus Edel and Ron Missen were presented
with the James D. Richardson Honour Award at Inverloch

on Sunday February 22.

“Most importantly, they serve
with humility and teamwork,
truly living the Lions motto
Service Above Self.”

Mr Hall said Klaus first
joined the Lions back in 2013
and quickly distinguished him-
self with his leadership, com-
mitment and willingness to
take on responsibility.

He also served as Club Presi-
dent from 2014 to 2016.

Among other things Klaus’s
leadership was largely respon-
sible for the construction of the
Sound Shell in Inverloch the
same place he would receive
his James D. Richardson Hon-
our Award.

He invested an extraordinary
amount of time alongside fel-
low Lion Gary McAinch who
together drove the project for-
ward.

Without Klaus leading the
charge the project very well
may have never moved beyond
an idea.

Mr Hall emphasised how big
of a year 2026 is for the club
marking 25 years since it was
first chartered in 2001.

In that time members have
raised and contributed more
than $700,000 to local causes.

Last year alone $27,505 was
donated across 28 community
groups.

“This award recognises Klaus
Edel’s exceptional leadership,
dedication, and enduring con-
tribution to Lions and to the
Inverloch community, qualities
that strongly reflect the spirit,
service, and legacy of James D.
Richardson,” said Mr Hall.

“This all happens because of
people,” Mr Hall said.

“People willing to give up
their time.

People willing to lend a hand.”

The Lions Club may have
paused for a moment to rec-
ognise the achievements of its
members but that pause will
be short-lived as they look to
complete even more commu-
nity projects including a pedes-
trian and wheelchair ramp into
The Glade.

Greens candidate pushes electric bike racing for Phillip Island

UPPER House Greens can-
didate for Eastern Victoria
Mat Morgan is calling on the
state government and region-
al tourism leaders to pursue a
world-class electric motorcy-
cle championship for Phillip
Island after the MotoGP was
shifted to South Australia.

The Australian Motorcycle
Grand Prix was confirmed on
Wednesday February 19 as
moving to an Adelaide street
circuit from 2027 under a
six-year deal after MotoGP
Sports Entertainment Group
rejected the Victorian govern-
ment’s offer to keep the race
at Phillip Island.

The loss is significant for
the Bass Coast economy with
a 2023 Ernst and Young eco-
nomic impact study find-
ing the MotoGP generated
$54.6 million in economic
benefit for Victoria including
$29.4 million in direct local
spending within Bass Coast
and supported 284 full-time
equivalent jobs.

Last year’s

event drew
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93,000 fans and was the high-
est attendance since 2012.

Local accommodation pro-
viders, cafes, restaurants and
small businesses are facing
a major loss of income with
one of the region’s key event
weekends stripped from the
calendar.

“Local businesses on Phil-
lip Island and across the Bass
Coast depend on major events
to survive especially outside
peak holiday periods,” Mr
Morgan said.

“The decision to move this
championship interstate has
hit local traders hard but it
also gives Victoria a chance
to think bigger and smarter
about the future of motors-
port.”

Mr Morgan said Phillip Is-
land should seize the oppor-
tunity created by the global
pause of the MotoE World
Championship.

The FIM and MotoGP put
the all-electric series on in-
definite hiatus after the
2025 season citing a lack of

B Bendigo Bank
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Electric motorcycle racing
could fill the gap left by
the MotoGP departure from
Phillip Island.

viewership and insufficient
development in the electric
performance motorcycle mar-
ket.

“With the MotoE World

Championship in hiatus there
is a genuine opening for Phil-
lip Island to step forward as
the home of a new electric
bike championship,” he said.

Community
grants program

When you partner with us, good things happen.

Your organisation gets funding, and your
banking helps support the community.

Applications OPEN 24th February, 2026
and CLOSE 24th April, 2026.

Find out more. Call 5674 2800
or search Bendigo Bank Inverloch.

bendigobank.com.au

“Phillip Island already has
international recognition,
world-class facilities and a
passionate motorsport com-
munity.

“It makes perfect sense for
this iconic circuit to lead the
transition to cleaner, quieter
and future-focused racing.”

Mr Morgan said an electric
championship would help
replace lost tourism revenue
while aligning with Victoria’s
climate and innovation goals.

“This is a chance to turn a
serious setback for our local
economy into a forward-look-
ing opportunity,” he said.

“Electric motorcycle racing
can attract new audiences,
new sponsors and new invest-
ment while protecting the live-
ability of our community and
supporting local jobs.”

The World Superbike
Championship remains on
Phillip Island’s calendar but
its contract expires in 2027
and its future at the circuit is
also uncertain following the
MotoGP departure.

APPLY
NOW )

Community Bank Inverloch

HM13337




Free travel expo
returns to Warragul

LOCAL TravelManagers representa-
tives are inviting residents to their third
free travel expo on Saturday March 14
from 10am to 2pm at Oaks at Logan
Park, 19 Howitt Street Warragul.

The event has moved from Lardner
Park to Logan Park which is a short walk
from the train station to better accom-
modate those using public transport.

More than 30 travel suppliers will be
on hand to showcase cruise, rail, touring
and holiday options covering both inter-
national and domestic destinations.

Whether visitors are dreaming of a riv-
er cruise through Europe, an ocean voy-
age in the Mediterranean, a coach tour
through the Canadian Rockies or a rail
journey closer to home the expo promis-
es something for every type of traveller.

Team members Emily Turner, Kerrin
Poupos, Kirra Moon-Curry, Kylie Crosbie
and Natalie Thompson bring more than
101 years of combined travel experience
between them and will be available for
personalised consultations on the day.

Ms Poupos who has more than 22
years in the travel industry said the
expo was a chance for people to explore
their options face to face with expert ad-
vice and exclusive deals only available
to attendees.

For the first time visitors will be able
to secure their dream holiday on the day
with a deposit.

Door prizes will be offered throughout
the event with first prize being a $3000
travel voucher along with the chance to
win cruises, rail journeys and tours.

The expo will again support Girls Day
Out which will be on-site raising funds
for breast cancer research and offering
the chance to win a car raffle.

The event is free but registration is en-
couraged through Eventbrite.

For more details contact Kerrin on
0411 853 070, Natalie on 0460 872 763,
Emily on 0431 153 881, Kirra on 0403
190 234 or Kylie on 0408 552 177.

TRAFALGAR

Welshpool gardeners urged to
showcase their best blooms

THE 65th  Welshpool
Autumn Flower Show is
calling for gardeners to
submit their best entries
for the annual display on
Friday March 6 and Satur-
day March 7 at the Welsh-
pool Hall on the South
Gippsland Highway.

The show is presented by
the Welshpool and District
Horticultural Society with
the theme for 2026 being
Autumn Artistry.

Entries are encouraged
from first-timers and sea-
soned exhibitors alike and
entry is free.

Local gardens have re-
quired substantial watering
over summer and different
plants have thrived at vari-
ous times this season.

Several growers have re-
ported that tomatoes have
been slow to fruit with ripe
fruit not expected until af-
ter the show.

However dahlias and
roses have performed well
and organisers are hoping
they remain in peak condi-
tion for the show dates.

The Welshpool show has
become one of the best
dahlia exhibitions in Victo-
ria with exhibitors compet-
ing for the coveted Bronze
Medallion from the Dahlia
Society of Victoria for the
Best Dahlia Exhibit in
the Show and the Gladys
Johns Championship for
multiple blooms.

The schedule includes a
Snapshots and Visual Arts
section to ensure the best

For full details and registration visit
travelmanagers.com.au/TravelExpoGippsland

Floral art featuring Australian natives at a previous

Welshpool Flower Show.

plants and produce can be
on display.

This year’s public choice
competition theme is A
Song Title with visitors in-
vited to vote for their favou-
rite entry with a gold coin
donation.

Funds raised from public
choice voting are donated
to the charity or organisa-
tion of choice of the person
who officially opens the
show.

Frances Grylls will of-
ficially open this year’s
event.

Ms Grylls has been sec-
retary of the horticultural
society since 1985 and is

a life member of the Dahlia
Society of Victoria.
Show schedules and

programs are available in

digital and hard copy from
Ms Grylls on 0481 385
122, Prue Fleming on 0418
775 717 or Helen Baud on
0427 880 014.

The show is a longstand-
ing fixture on the South
Gippsland calendar and
draws exhibitors and visi-
tors from across the region
including Yarram, Foster,
Leongatha and Korum-
burra.

Admission is by gold coin
donation with the show
open from 2pm to 5pm on
Friday and 10am to 3pm
on Saturday.

Entries must be noti-
fied to Ms Fleming by
email at pruefleming@big-
pond.com or by phone on
0418 775 717 by 6pm on
Wednesday March 4.

Helping families
explore independent
living options
A NEW peer group for families and peo-
ple with disabilities who want to explore
options for moving out of the family home
will hold an information session in Wont-

haggi on Wednesday, March 18.

Making Moves will be held at the Wont-
haggi Centennial Centre Art Space meeting
room from 10am to 11.45am with morn-
ing tea included.

The group is designed for people with
disability or their families who would like
to look beyond the service-led or congre-
gate housing models often offered to people
with disabilities.

Participants will have the opportunity to
share conversation and ideas with others
facing similar challenges around moving
out of the family home.

The group is based on the principle that
home should be a place of safety, self-ex-
pression, autonomy and sanctuary for all
people regardless of ability.

Facilitator Joanne Walters from Belong-
ing Matters has more than 25 years of ex-
perience working with people with disabili-
ties and their families to help them achieve
their goals of moving into a home of their
own.

Belonging Matters has found that bring-
ing families together and supporting them
to learn from each other keeps people with
disability and their families at the centre of
the process rather than services or organ-
isations.

Through peer groups people with disabil-
ity and their families develop confidence,
connection and momentum to achieve
their goals.

The session is particularly relevant for
Bass Coast and South Gippsland families
where limited local housing options and
long NDIS waitlists can make the prospect
of independent living feel overwhelming,

Registration is free. For more informa-
tion visit belongingmatters.org or contact
peers@belongingmatters.org or phone
0452 195 743.

Speak with a Trafalgar
Specialist at the

Cruise &

Travel Expo

Saturday 14th March, 10am - 2pm
Logan Park Warragul

Exclusive deals available on the day.

TravelManagers
? As individual as you are

A, IATA, CLIA
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VET pathways lead to
high-paying careers
LOCAL secondary colleges are open-

ing a range of learning opportunities to

create Vocational Education and Train-
ing and Vocational Major pathways to
well-paid careers.

Secondary colleges do not generally
deliver TAFE courses but VET or VM
pathways are increasingly available at
senior secondary level to secure appren-
ticeships or traineeships with nationally
recognised qualifications in areas such
as agriculture, horticulture, plumbing,
health services, hospitality, sport and
carpentry.

With tradies in high demand across
Australia, trade jobs are attracting big
salaries.

Construction managers can earn be-
tween $160,000 and $180,000.

Chisholm Bass Coast offers VET
pathways through a two-year VCE Voca-
tional Major applied learning program
designed to prepare students for work,
apprenticeships or further TAFE stud-
ies.

Students can undertake industry-
specific training such as Certificate II in
Building and Construction, Electrotech-
nology and Salon Assistant alongside
their VCE or VCE VM.

The Housing Industry Association has
welcomed incentives provided under
the Key Apprenticeship Program to im-
prove access to skilled labour.

HIA managing director Jocelyn Mar-
tin said it was one of the biggest opera-
tional issues holding the industry back
from contributing to meeting the na-
tion’s housing targets.

“A recent survey of HIA's small busi-
ness members indicated that the cost
and access to skilled trades were both
in the top five issues placing pressure
on builders,” Ms Martin said.

oz I

Zucchini soup

By Meg Viney

A FRIEND gave me a zucchini
from her garden.

Years ago I wrote a book called
The Not so Humble Zucchini having
spent a season creating a book full
of recipes for our prolific garden.

Still having turkey stock left from
Christmas I did soup.

Ingredients

* 5-700 gm zucchini

* 2-3 cups stock (chicken or what-
ever you have)

¢ Salt, pepper, sugar to season

¢ 1 onion

¢ 1 tablespoon butter

* A good drizzle of cream

Method

Chop the onion.

Melt one tablespoon butter in a
pot and add the onion along with a
good pinch of salt and sugar.

Lid on, cook over a low heat for
10 minutes.

In a larger pot place the onion,
chopped zucchini and stock.

Cover and simmer for 20 minutes
then puree well.

Taste for seasoning,

A good shake of white pepper
will help but you want to add small
amounts of salt, pepper and sugar
until you are happy with it.

Then add cream, stir and taste
again.

It ought to taste lovely!

You can’t make an omelette
without breaking eggs

New trees will be planted to offset the removal of vegetation
to build more cabins at the Park Lane Caravan Park on

Phillip Island Road.

New trees will be planted to offset the removal of vegetation
to build more cabins at the Park Lane Caravan Park on

Phillip Island Road.

A PLANNING application to
remove trees and build more
cabins at the Park Lane Cara-
van Park on Phillip Island has
been approved by Bass Coast
Shire Council despite the re-
moval of trees close to the Phil-
lip Island Koala Conservation
Reserve.

“You can’t make an omelette
without breaking eggs,” said Cr
Ron Bauer.

“A hollow tree is as valuable
to our environment as a liv-
ing tree and gives a home and
ecosystem to various flora and
fauna, but we have to put the
tree issue to one side and look
at the forest not just the trees,”
Cr Bauer said.

“Five of the cabins that are
being built will cater for people
with disabilities.

I was impressed by the atti-
tude of the owners to this proj-
ect and their commitment to
our Island.

The owners of this applica-
tion were able to secure fund-
ing through the state govern-
ment.

It is my understanding that
the clock is ticking and that the
grant will lapse shortly.

Entrepreneurs like this need
to be encouraged to invest in
our shire.”

Mayor Cr Rochelle Halstead
said the trees were not part of
the planning application and
were able to be exempt under
the provisions of the Bushfire
Management Overlay.

Cr Tracey Bell said there was
high community sensitivity to
the removal of trees.

“There seems to be no strate-
gic alignment between council’'s
Climate Change Action Plan,
Urban Forest Strategy and tree
protection laws and the state
government's own laws for
canopy trees and requirement
to remove trees for fire safety.

Approving an application
that facilitates the removal of
44 trees seems to be in direct
opposition to our strategic

By Bruce Wardley

direction,” said Cr Bell.

Disagreeing with the way the
state government had imple-
mented environmental policy
with a blanket approach rather
than relying on local expertise
Cr Mat Morgan said it was out
of Bass Coast’s local govern-
ment jurisdiction.

“Council could not refuse the
application,” said Cr Morgan.

“But that's where we're at and
it's our job to deal with the ap-
plication in front of us.”

The scale and form of the
proposed development was
found to be consistent with
maintaining the existing ru-
ral character of the area and
providing for growth, invest-
ment and innovation in the lo-
cal tourist economy to meet a
growing demand for a greater
range of well-designed and sit-
ed tourist facilities.

Cr Jon Temby said he was
upset by the potential loss of
habitat trees.

“CFA assessments should
be more nuanced by the plant
species involved,” he said.

“I appeal to Park Lane to ei-
ther modify their plans or be
more environmentally friendly
and consider expanding onto
land that is already environ-
mentally degraded.”

Cr Tim O’'Brien said the koa-
la reserve just nearby had very
specific vegetation.

The planning application
identified the need to protect
and enhance the biodiversity of
the area including the retention
of vegetation and faunal habi-
tat and the need to revegetate
land including riparian buffers
along waterways, gullies, ridge-
lines, property boundaries and
saline discharge and recharge
area.

Council found the proposal
appropriately mitigated against
bushfire hazard.

The application attracted 18
objections.

Vibrant Korumburra Llons Club continues to appeal

KORUMBURRA Lions Club
continues to thrive since be-
ing revived by a membership
drive about five years ago that
saw it bounce back from a pre-
carious position, recently wel-
coming another new member.

As a highly active club that
offers a friendly vibe at an ar-
ray of local events and raises
funds for a variety of commu-
nity initiatives, it attracts peo-
ple to join.

Peter McMaster is the latest
member, inducted by Mem-
bership Chairman Val Wilson,
bringing extensive Lions expe-
rience, having joined the Lions
in Melbourne in 1976 while
still in his twenties.

A shift to Toora saw him join
the local Lions Club, another
move taking him to Sale where
he continued with Lions.

He resigned from Lions in
1996 when he became Presi-
dent of Sale Golf Club.

During his time with Lions,
he has been a Treasurer and
Membership Chairman, and
will take on the role of Trea-
surer in Korumburra from
July.

“Lions is a club which not
only does good deeds around
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Korumburra Lions Club President Jan Hutton, Membership Chairman Val Wilson, new
member Peter McMaster and his sponsor Athol Worthy. AO4 0926

the community, it's also a great
place for companionship and
for getting to know people,” Mr
McMaster said, having only ar-
rived in town a little under a
year ago and looking forward
to building his local connec-
tions.

Club president Jan Hutton
noted, “We work in the com-
munity and support those in

need and help our youth flour-
ish.”

The Lions Club of Korum-
burra has a proud history of
service, being chartered in
1967 with 24 members at the
Austral Hotel.

Those considering member-
ship or wanting to know more
about the club and what it
does can call Jan Hutton on

0403 313 451 or Val Wilson
on 0439 572 263.

People are also welcome to
attend a club meeting, held at
7pm on the second Monday of
the month at the Korumburra
Italian Social Club.

Dinner meetings are held
on the fourth Monday of the
month at about 6.30pm but
are at a variety of venues.



Wonthaggi Toyota

OVER 75 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM.

2019 Volkswagen

2017 Toyota

Corolla Ascent Sport Tiguan 132TSI Comfortline
DRIVE DRIVE
19,990 W5 21,990 W%
Popular model, 158,379ms,
auto hatch SN: W102324

Smooth operator, 120,318kms,
auto SUV SN: W102367

2017 Toyota
Landcruiser Prado GXL

49,990 2
7 AWAY

Top choice, 113.000kms, auto 4x4
SUV SN: W102348

2018 Toyota RAV4 GXL

36,990 Wi

7 AWAY

Just arrived, 51,178kms, auto 4x4
SUV SN: W102370

Leongatha Toyota

2020 Toyota Camry Ascent Sport 2018 Subaru Forester 2.5i-S S4

29,990 % 30,990 v

AWAY
Well equipped, 58,510kms, auto Be adventurous, 75,515kms, auto
sedan SN: W102275

AWD SUV SN: W102368

S

=

2024 Mitsubishi

2018 Toyota
Outlander Exceed ZM Landcruiser GXL VDJ200R
51,990 X~ 88,990 x

Premium package, 5,618kms, auto
4x4 SUV SN : W102291

Legendary durability, 156,012kms, 6 spd
sports auto 4x4 wagon SN: W102260

FINANCE AVAILABLE INSTORE. ASK ABOUT AN EXTENDED WARRANTY.

2022 Volkswagen T-Cross 85TSI

25,990 Wi

Brilliant Versatility, 78,845kms,
7 speed auto SUV SN: L101488

2017 Mitsubishi ASX LS XC

17,990 2w~

Reliable motoring, 124,131kms,
auto SUV SN: 1101487

2024 Hyundai
Tucson Highlander NX4.V2
41,990 2

AWAY

Family friendly, 33,778kms, auto
SUV SN: L101479

2022 Ford Ranger XLT

48,990 i

Fully equipped, 99,078kms, auto
4x4 double cab L101475

Wonthaggi Toyota
346 Bass Highway,

Leongatha Toyota
7-13 Hughes Street,
Leongatha VIC 3953

T (03) 5662 2302

Wonthaggi VIC 3995

T (03) 56721722

LMCT 8179
wonthaggitoyota.com.au

leongathatoyota.com.au

Toyota Finance

P

LMCT 8179 =) Toyota Used Cars

2018 Toyota Corolla Hybrid 2021 Toyota Camry SL

DRIVE DRIVE
27,990 Wi 40,990 Wi
Premium Hybrid, 57,149kms, auto
sedan SN: L101464

Excellent economy, 62,299%ms,
auto hatch SN: L101468

—— ﬁ‘__\;

2022 Toyota Hilux Rogue

58,990 awar

Impressive all round, 79,538kms,
auto 4x4 double cab SN: L101484

2019 Toyota Granvia GDH303R

48,990 i

People mover, 83,842kms, auto
SUV SN: L101472

OH WHAT A FEELING

* Disclaimer: If the price does not contain the notation that it is “Driveaway*”, the price may not include additional costs, such as stamp duty and other government charges.

SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES | TUESDAY, MARCH 3,2026 | 21



YOUR SAY

Email your letters to news@sgst.com.au

Sentinel-Times

How satisfied are
you with Council

IT'S ‘Community Satisfaction Survey’
time for our local shire councils, a time
when around 400 people are contacted
about their assessment of the shire’s
performance.

It used to be 800 people who got a call
or even a knock on the door.

And during the past week the Bass
Coast Shire Council has been out on
social media coaching possible respon-
dents about their involvement in what is
supposed to be an independent survey,
telling them how important it is to take
the call seriously.

“We'd really value you taking the time
to be involved. Your voice helps us plan
better for Bass Coast’s future,” they say.

The survey, the same as others con-
ducted across 56 of the 79 councils in
the state, is independently undertaken
by research agency TKW Research, and
they should be allowed to do so without
the local council’s involvement, even in
terms couched as encouragement.

That said, the results of the survey are
potentially important and have shown
a broad trend of improvement at Bass
Coast, apart from a hiccup in the 2024
election year, when voters ushered in six
new councillors out of nine.

At South Gippsland, apart from a
standout performance in 2023 when
a pleasing 77 per cent of respondents
found the overall performance of their
council to be acceptable, they've had a
fairly consistent outcome in the survey.

Areas for improvement at South
Gippsland last year were indicated by a
disastrous response to the maintenance
of sealed roads, while the lack of ‘value
for money’ and ‘community consulta-
tion’ were also highlighted.

At Bass Coast value for money, the
overall direction of council and com-
munity consultation were highlighted for
improvement in 2025.

The operations of council are one
thing, including picking up your bin,
how long they take to process a planning
permit or respond to a request, but what
the community really wants is an open
and transparent council which converts
most of the revenue they collect in rates
into capital works and services.

On that score, council should be pre-
pared to provide details about the ques-
tions they don't want included in the
survey and why, also the results from
individual questions they ask locals as
part of the survey but generally not di-
vulged.

Both Bass Coast and South Gippsland
need to do a better job with community
consultation, not just providing oppor-
tunities but recording the success of
these events.

They should also commit to listening
to the community, especially at budget
time, and leave enough time to incor-
porate worthwhile suggestions into next
year’s program.

Council responds
on rates freeze

SOUTH Gippsland Shire Council would
like to correct inaccuracies in the letter to the
editor titled “Support for rates freeze peti-
tion” (Sentinel-Times, February 17).

Council welcomes feedback from the com-
munity at all times. However, it is equally im-
portant that residents are provided with ac-
curate and complete information rather than
selective or misinterpreted data.

Council does not hold large amounts of
“unallocated” reserves as claimed. All re-
serve funds, whether discretionary or statu-
tory, are set aside for planned projects, asset
renewal or future obligations.

The 2024-25 Annual Report shows $12.05
million in reserves. This includes $6.6

Brent Kerr
Cowes

“No, it just makes everything
a bit crappier.”

John Marjoram
Cowes

“Yes we do, because it opens
earlier than everything else.”

Does Cowes need a McDonald’s restaurant?

Ben McKenzie
Upwey

“No definitely not, there’s
no need for a McDonald’s
anywhere.”

Sven Maxa
Blackburn

“Probably not, | haven’t

been here for 20 years, and
you’ve got plenty of good food
vendors already.”

million of 2025-26 Grant Commission fund-
ing paid in advance due to timing, $3.5 mil-
lion committed to capital works projects and
$1.5 million in statutory reserves.

Even discretionary reserves are allocated
through Council’s long-term financial plan-
ning and are not idle funds.

Maintaining reserves is a legal requirement
and essential to keeping Council financially
sustainable. Reserves help manage asset
depreciation, respond to emergencies and
fund future infrastructure. Without them,
Council may not be able to respond to con-
secutive extreme weather events, as we have
experienced, and remain solvent.

The claim that a three-year rates freeze
would cost $6-10 million without affect-
ing services is also incorrect. A rates freeze
would reduce Council’s ability to deliver es-
sential services and result in an estimated
$44 million impact over 10 years.

It is also incorrect to say Council has con-
sistently increased rates well above CPI.
Council has adhered to the rate cap set by
the Victorian Government, which is often in
line with or below CPI forecasts.

For more information about Council’s fi-
nancial position, visit www.southgippsland.
vic.gov.au/financialposition.

Allison Jones, CEO, South Gippsland
Shire Council

Continuity of health
care in South Gippsland

I WISH to extend my sincere congratula-
tions to the GPs who have taken the initia-
tive to establish Rail Trail Medical in Leon-
gatha.

Their leadership at this critical time dem-
onstrates a strong commitment to the health
and wellbeing of the South Gippsland com-
munity.

Continuity of care is important and it is
reassuring for patients to know they can
continue seeing the doctors they feel com-
fortable with.

In a time that has understandably caused
great concern for many in our community,
these GPs have shown a clear commitment
to quality health care across all generations
and their decision to continue practising lo-
cally is deeply appreciated.

I also acknowledge the contribution of the
dedicated practice staff, Leongatha Hospital
staff and the CEO whose support has been
invaluable.

My gratitude extends to other local medi-
cal clinics that stepped in to take on addi-
tional patients and extend their hours when
our community most needed it.

With Rail Trail Medical preparing to open
within the Leongatha Hospital precinct, I
am confident the community will join me in
welcoming and supporting this important
service as it becomes established.

This development is a highly positive step
for Leongatha and South Gippsland and I
wish the team every success as they com-
mence operations in early March.

Melina Bath MP
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Local favourite golf course

I WAS glad to see an article covering the
Devil's Dams golf course. It has always been
my favourite golf course, and Lisa and Ste-
phen are the nicest people I know. I have
played many games at this course and love
it for its challenges and that it was always in
pristine condition.

I have visited the restaurant many times
and the service and meals were top class. I
have also used the venue for some events I
needed to celebrate.

Sad to see them go. I hope to visit before
they leave and wish them well because it is a
well-earned rest as I know it would not have
been an easy job to run the course and res-
taurant the way they did.

Blessings Lisa and Stephen. You are beauti-
ful people and nothing but the best is going
to come to you.

Dilene Hinton, Inverloch

Research that saves lives

I AM writing to acknowledge every Victo-
rian who supported our recent Cancer Re-
search Giving Day.

Thanks to the immense level of generos-
ity shown across the state I am pleased to
share we together raised $671,000 to help
boost future life-saving research programs.

Recent data from our Victorian Cancer
Registry shows more Victorians are being
impacted by cancer than ever before and
this number continues to grow year on year.

But the report also included a far more
positive finding: our ongoing investment in
cancer research is working and continues to
lead to direct significant impacts on treat-
ment, care and support.

In the past five years alone an estimated
23,900 Victorian lives have been saved
thanks to improvements in screening, early
detection and treatment. This has only been
possible thanks to research.

As the largest non-government funder of
cancer research in the state Cancer Council
Victoria last year invested around $26 mil-
lion in local research programs at the fore-
front of innovation and change.

Todd Harper AM, CEO, Cancer Council
Victoria

Bureaucracy on show

ALONG Yarragon Road in Leongatha there
is an avenue of elm trees, possibly a memo-
rial planting,

On the south side there is a service road,
with the trees sitting between it and Yarragon
Road.

Yarragon Road is a proclaimed road man-
aged by VicRoads, while the service road is
managed by South Gippsland Shire Council.
There are also large power lines above the
trees.

This is where it gets farcical. It takes three
different arms of bureaucracy to maintain
those trees.

The power authority cuts the middle of the
tree to keep branches off the power lines.

VicRoads contractors cut the branches over-
hanging Yarragon Road. Council staff cut the
branches overhanging the service road.

Three contractors for the same tree.

When one blows over, how long will it take
to decide which third of the tree to work on?

It is great to see our rates and taxes at work
and obviously great cooperation and collabo-
ration between all levels of government.

Doesn't get much better, even with some-
thing so straightforward.

Doug McLaren, Leongatha North

What is Bovaer?

BOVAER, based on 3-nitrooxypropanol,
is a synthetic feed additive designed to re-
duce ruminant methane emissions to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. It works by inhib-
iting the living enzyme essential for digestion
and good health. It is classified as being flam-
mable, corrosive, an irritant and a health
hazard. There have been no confirmed cases
of Bovaer contamination in milk or meat
products (in approved doses) and no studies
of any effects on human health.

Bovaer has been approved for use in more
than 50 countries with Denmark mandating
its use last year, but this mandate was re-
scinded after reports of cattle collapsing, re-
duced feed intake, diarrhoea, infertility and
decreased production.

Greenhouse gas emissions from cattle is
believed to be as high as 9 per cent of the
global total. With Australia emitting 1 per
cent of the global greenhouse gases and
Bovaer reducing cattle methane emissions
by between 30 and 45 per cent, some may
say this is not worth the trouble while oth-
ers contend every little bit helps. Beyond
that question there is a natural Australian
product (Rumin8) based on seaweed which
claims a 90 per cent reduction in methane
emissions, and importantly the argument
that biogenic methane is part of the natural
carbon cycle which breaks down in 12 days
and forms no new carbon.

So whether your concern is for reducing
greenhouse gases, animal health, human
health, Rumin8, the natural carbon cycle or,
as one article put it, our independent farm-
ers being pressured by industrialised, mo-
nopolised, centralised corporate interests
and you just want to produce and consume
as natural as possible, I hope you will do
your own research.

Steve Finlay, Leongatha

EV charging delays

IT MUST be close to a one-year delay
for the not yet operational Inverloch EV
charging station. Really disappointing,.

It seems like we are in some Cold War
era bureaucracy thanks to energy suppli-
ers’ work ethic.

Or is this a strategy... if they wait long
enough EVs will have been replaced by an
alternative form of energy and they won't
ever have to finish the install!

Greig Mercer, Inverloch



On-street parking objections to
new 100- place childcare centre

THE proposed planning
permit for a new 100-place
childcare centre in San Remo
at 89 Shetland Heights Road
supports the local economy
and growing population while
remaining consistent with the
Bass Coast Planning Scheme
but the site is in question due
to a parking shortfall of 19
spaces.

While the report suggests
that on-street parking can ac-
commodate the overflow in
reality residents worry about
increased competition for
street parking on a narrow
strip that already accommo-
dates Bass Coast College bus-
es and cars.

Local resident and adjoining
neighbour to the proposed site
Sancha Stevenson, a parent
and former San Remo Pre-
School Committee member
and San Remo school coun-
cillor, said she fully supports
more childcare in San Remo.
“Our families need it. But as
someone who has managed
the logistics of school drop-
offs and student safety, I know
that 89 Shetland Heights Road
is the wrong site,” she said.

“l care deeply about our
area. I've spent the last few
weeks delving deep into the
application, but I object be-
cause this specific application
is full of technical shortcom-
ings that put our community
and our children at risk.”

The project involves con-
structing a single-storey fa-
cility with six activity rooms,
an outdoor play area and a
19-space car park. Yet Ms Ste-
venson states that the parking
is a failure.

“The developer’s plans show
only 19 on-site car spaces for
21 staff members. This means

*-r

Objections to the proposed location of the 100- place childcare centre at 89 Shetland

Heights Road, San Remo, due to the narrow transit corridor.

there isn't even enough park-
ing for the staff, let alone the
parents,” Ms Stevenson said.

“One hundred families will
be forced to drop off and pick
up their children directly
on the narrow road verge of
Shetland Heights Road, right
across from a deep-water
dam.”

While the report indicates
that the location is near
Phillip Island Road draw-
ing traffic toward the arterial
network and away from qui-
eter streets, Shetland Heights
Road is also home to spacious
residential allotments and a
100-place commercial facility.
Using the same direct road as
Bass Coast College could po-
tentially cause dangerous traf-
fic congestion.

“It's a zone mismatch,” Ms
Stevenson said. “The pro-
posed commercial-scale in-
tensity of more than 240 daily
movements far exceeds the
carrying capacity of this Low-
Density Residential Zone. It is

a round peg in a square hole
development.”

Ms Stevenson has voiced
her objection sharing that the
council should not sacrifice
child safety for a commercial
development.

“There is a better,
way,” she said.

“We have a huge parcel of
land between the San Remo
Pre-School and  primary
school that is fit for this pur-
pose. It has the infrastructure
and safe parking already in
place. We should be building
services where the safety of
our children is guaranteed by
the surrounding environment.

“My concern isn't just as
a neighbour, but as some-
one who knows firsthand
that families need a site that
is accessible and safe. Shet-
land Heights Road isn't just a
quiet street; it is an integrated
transport corridor used daily
by pedestrians, cyclists, cars
and school buses. Adding a
commercial-scale parking

safer

overflow to this already com-
plex mix is a dangerous move.
It becomes a risk for every
family in San Remo, not just
those using the centre.”

Member for Bass, Jordan
Crugnale, confirmed that
the proposal for this site is a
private childcare centre run
through council.

Objections raised request
that the council reconsider the
site due to the access and safe-
ty issues. “The street in front
of our six neighbouring drive-
ways will become a de facto
loading and reversing zone. It
creates dangerous blind spots
for the kids on bikes and the
pedestrians who use this as
a student transport route to
Bass Coast College and for the
Newhaven College buses,” Ms
Stevenson said.

“Realistically, the site cannot
handle the capacity.”

Feedback on the proposed
planning permit is still open.
Email: planningadmin@bass-
coast.vic.gov.au

Former classmate keeps Pat Cronln S story alive in Gippsland schools

TEN years after 19-year-old
Pat Cronin’s life was cut short
by a coward punch a former
classmate is helping to en-
sure his story continues to be
heard.

Blaine Healy, 29, has spoken
to almost 6500 school stu-
dents through the Pat Cronin
Foundation’s Violence is Nev-
er Ok and Rethinking Anger
presentations in the past 12
months.

On Wednesday March 4 and
Thursday March 5 he will de-
liver six sessions to more than
700 teenagers at Leongatha
and Yarram secondary colleg-
es as part of his first regional
visit for 2026.

Mr Healy reached out to the
Foundation formed in Pat's
memory because he felt he
could make a meaningful con-
tribution.

“The Foundation has a range
of presenters who each bring
their own perspective to the
sessions when they go into
schools,” he said.

“As well as sharing and ex-
ploring the impact of senseless
violence, they also focus on
practical ways young people
can handle anger and defuse
conflict.

“I was at the stage when I
felt I had the maturity and the
confidence as well as my own
life experience to be able to do
that.”

For Mr Healy the connection
was personal having met Pat

Blaine Healy of the Pat Cronin Foundation.

when they were students at
Whitefriars College in Donvale.

“We started at Whitefriars
together and ended up in
the same cabin on the Year 7
camp,” he said.

“Later we played in the same
football team.”

When Pat suffered an inop-
erable brain bleed after being
struck from behind during a
quiet night out in Melbourne
with friends in 2016 the news
shocked his community.

“After we finished school a
lot of us stayed in touch,” Mr
Healy said.

“When the news came
through that Pat had died it

was such a surreal experience.

“It is surreal even now that
all these years later I am tell-
ing his story in the hope of
preventing similar tragedies.”

Mr Healy believes Pat's story
stays with students because he
was a typical teenager.

Yarram Secondary school
nurse Rebecca Tyler-Brennan
agreed.

“You can hear a pin drop
during the presentations,” Ms
Tyler-Brennan said.

“These sessions really reso-
nate.

“We aim to put the whole
school through each year
because we believe they are

Pat Cronin who died after being
struck by a coward punch.

valuable and we are passion-
ate about promoting the mes-
sage that violence is not ac-
ceptable.”

Leongatha Wellbeing Coor-
dinator Rebecca Cooke de-
scribed the messages as a vital
conversation.

“We value the ongoing part-
nership with the Foundation
and the meaningful impact
their work continues to have
on our school community,” Ms
Cooke said.

Since its inception the Foun-
dation has reached more
than 350,000 young people in
classrooms and sports clubs
across Australia.

Urgent call for action
on disability living
funding impasse

THE Nationals Member for Eastern Vic-
toria Melina Bath has called on the state
government to act with urgency on a fund-
ing impasse between state and federal gov-
ernments and private providers impacting
independent living supports for people
with disabilities.

Transition funding from the state gov-
ernment was cut on January 1 without a
resolution leaving residents in limbo with
homes at risk of closure.

Five providers including Aruma, Scope,
Life Without Barriers, Melba Support Ser-
vices and Possability issued a joint state-
ment in September confirming funding
shortfalls would not allow them to con-
tinue current services.

Speaking in state parliament Ms Bath
said independent living homes that care
for the state’s most vulnerable people lo-
cated across Gippsland are impacted.

“It's unacceptable that Labor’s Minister
for Disability Lizzie Blandthorn has re-
fused to intervene despite almost 2000
Victorians with profound disabilities hav-
ing their supported independent living
homes threatened with closure,” Ms Bath
said.

In 2015 the state government announced
five organisations would take over Vic-
toria’s former government-run disability
group homes as part of the transition to
the National Disability Insurance Scheme.

NDIS funding left a shortfall in running
costs and the state agreed to provide
transition funding while the matter was
resolved in line with the national frame-
work.

“It's alarming that the state and fed-
eral government have not sorted this out
given they have had years to do so,” she
said.

“People with disabilities in eastern Vic-
toria need secure homes and secure fu-
tures.”

* FAITH FACTOR

Walking on water

Ps Andrew Fisher,
Wonthaggi Baptist Church

OVER the years I have had the privilege
of embarking on some spectacular walks
both in Australia and overseas. From tra-
versing the landscapes of Wilsons Prom-
ontory to exploring the wonders of Yosem-
ite National Park in the USA, each walk
has been remarkable in its own right. Yet
none of these experiences compare to the
extraordinary walk taken by the Apostle
Peter alongside Jesus Christ, a walk that
remains one of the most unforgettable
moments recorded in the Bible.

Peter achieved something that many
people find difficult to believe, the day
he stepped out of a boat and walked on
water. What makes this story truly re-
markable is not just the location but the
fact that Peter was walking on water and
more importantly walking with Jesus.
In that moment Peter experienced what
it means to walk at its finest, defying the
boundaries of the possible.

On that day Peter stepped out in faith
and demonstrated to us all how to en-
counter more of God’s power and pres-
ence. The act of walking on water serves
as a powerful illustration of what we can
accomplish with God, things that would
be impossible if we relied solely on our
own strength.

I believe that each of us has an area in
our lives where God is calling us to walk
with Him, to trust Him and to move be-
yond our own capabilities. When we re-
spond to His call it sets in motion some-
thing far greater than what we could ever
achieve on our own.

God invites us to step out and go for
a walk on the water with Him. However
there is one important thing to remem-
ber: if you want to walk on water you
must first get out of the boat. This means
letting go of what is comfortable and plac-
ing your trust in God even when it seems
impossible. The question remains: are
you ready to go for a walk on water?
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SBWN celebrates International Women'’s Day in Meeniyan

IN REGIONAL communi-
ties like South Gippsland
the impact of women is
visible everywhere in small
businesses, community
organisations, workplaces
and local leadership.

To mark International
Women's Day in 2026,
Southern Business Wom-
en's Network (SBWN)
is hosting Balance The
Scales, aligned with the
theme #BalanceTheS-
cales, at Trulli’'s Outdoor
in Meeniyan on Thursday
March 12 from 6.30pm
until 9.30pm.

Women are building en-
terprises, employing lo-
cals, volunteering their
time, supporting families
and contributing to the
strength and identity of the
region.

However, the need for
progress remains.

Many women still face
barriers related to equal-
ity, leadership representa-
tion, pay, opportunity and
the ongoing pressures of
balancing professional
and personal responsibili-
ties, and SBWN is here to
give women a voice.

International ~Women’s
Day is an annual reminder
that meaningful change

does not happen automati-
cally and requires aware-
ness, conversation and
collective action.

SBWN is a membership-
based network described
as ‘run by women for
women’, welcoming a di-
verse group of members
(and a few men) across
professions, ages and stag-
es of life.

It is volunteer-led, with a
monthly committee meet-
ing to manage the net-
work’s operations and fi-
nances.

The purpose is clear: to
create opportunities for
women across Bass Coast
and South Gippsland to
connect and learn.

SBWN President Robyn
Eva said the organisation’s
focus is not only network-
ing for networking’s sake.

“The organisation po-
sitions itself as a place
where women can connect,
gain new skills, support
one another, share chal-
lenges and wins and nur-
ture friendships in a way
that respects the reality
of busy lives and compet-
ing commitments,” Ms Eva
said.

“SBWN also sets out
core values that underpin

Southern Business Women's Network is hosting
Balance the Scales at Trulli’s Outdoor in Meeniyan
on Thursday March 12 from 6.30pm until 9.30pm.

the network, being con-
nection, inclusiveness,
strength, confidence and
kindness, reflecting the
kind of community many
women seek, especially in
regional areas where pro-
fessional support can oth-
erwise feel scattered.”

For women in business
and those building ca-
reers, SBWN’s member-
ship benefits are designed
to translate connection
into practical outcomes.

SBWN highlights

Our Team Delivers Geniune

Service and Trusted Advice

30 Years of local experience
and still going strong

Our Ladies are part of a dedicated team that have
the knowledge and expertise to understand
a diverse range of real estate.

We listen, We care, We know real estate

Katrina Griggs Sales Consultant 0428 571 083
Sharon Turton Sales Consultant 0447 604 796
Natalie Res Property Manager 03 5662 3523

% Real Estate

ELDERS LEONGATHA & KORUMBURRA

Leongatha Office: 37 Bair Street | Ph: 5662 3523
Korumburra Office: 11 commercial Street | Ph: 5658 1894
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priority registration and
discounted member rates
for dinners, workshops
and training sessions,
members-only access to
business resources and
opportunities to profile
businesses through the
SBWN website and Face-
book presence.

Members may also have
the chance to be guest
speakers or MCs at SBWN
events, creating a platform
for visibility and leader-
ship.

“Membership is open
to women who want to be
empowered, connect and
grow, and the network
notes that most members
live and work in Bass Coast
and South Gippsland,” Ms
Eva said.

The event's keynote
speaker is Patrice Ma-
honey OAM, described

by SBWN as an inspiring
mother, artist, business-
woman and proud Indig-
enous woman with a life-
time of stories to share.

The event is framed
as an evening of connec-
tion, celebration and real
conversation, a chance to
step out of the busy, ‘refill
the cup’ and be part of a
community that supports
women backing women.

SBWN notes the setting
itself is part of the expe-
rience, describing Trulli’s
outdoor space as relaxed
and welcoming, ideal for
lingering chats and mean-
ingful connections.

SBWN also acknowl-
edges the generous event
sponsorship support
from South Gippsland
Shire Council.

Tickets are available for
SBWN members at $50,
non-members at $65, a

SYSAWAN

W omer’s Velwork

table of 10 for $500 or a
combined membership
and event ticket for $115
which includes a 12-month
membership subscription
plus event entry.

Tickets include a two-
course meal and the key-
note speaker.

“International Women’s
Day can sometimes be
reduced to a slogan,” Ms
Eva said.

“In regional communi-
ties, it has the potential
to be something far more
useful: a rally point for
connection, visibility and
momentum.”

Networks like SBWN
help ensure women are
not trying to build busi-
nesses, careers and confi-
dence in isolation.

They create space for
learning, for honest con-
versations, for community
and for practical steps
forward while strengthen-
ing the broader region in
the process.

For those curious about
joining SBWN, attend-
ing an event or learning
more about membership
and upcoming activities,
SBWN encourages the
community to visit sbwn.
com.au.
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The Bass Coast Breakers ahead of their 10th season in 2026.

Breakers bring women'’s sport
powerhouse to Kilcunda for IWD

THE Bass Coast Break-
ers will host an Inter-
national Women’'s Day
evening at the Kilcunda
General Store on Thurs-
day, March 5 as the club
enters its 10th season.

The Canape and Cock-
tails event will run from
6pm to 8.30pm and fea-
ture guest speaker Liz
Quinn, co-founder of The
W Club in Melbourne,
which is Australia’s
only dedicated women’s
sports bar.

Ms Quinn is a 22-year
Royal Australian Navy
veteran who has worked
as a leadership and cul-
ture coach with Rich-
mond’s AFLW program
and is a graduate of the
BHP Women’s Coaching
Academy.

Breakers founder and
president Ella Angarane
OAM said the idea came
after spotting an Inter-
national Women’'s Day
event at The W Club.

“It sort of sparked the
idea within us that why
don’t we have our own,”
Ella said.

“We want to showcase
the leaders within our
team and our commu-
nity.

“A lot of our sponsors

Bz Rick Koenig

are women-run busi-
nesses or have women
on their board so we
thought it was a good
opportunity to showcase
that.”

Ella said the club want-
ed to create something
with a different feel to ex-
isting IWD events in the
region.

“The ones in the com-
munity that the council
run are run brilliantly
but it's very corporate
and it's aimed at women
in the workforce,” she
said.

“We wanted something
fun and a good oppor-
tunity to bring women
together and share sto-
ries.”

Ms Quinn co-owns The
W Club with Tessa Lavey,
the former Richmond
AFLW midfielder and
Australian Opals bas-
ketballer who won gold
at the 2018 Common-
wealth Games.

The venue at The Avi-
ary Hotel in Abbotsford
prioritises women’'s
sport on its screens and
has drawn national me-
dia attention since open-
ing in 2025.

“She’s a leadership
coach, she’s worked in
the military, she’s been
a leadership and culture
coach with Richmond
AFLW,” Ella said.

“The W Club showcas-
es women’'s sport in an
inclusive environment so
we thought that aligned
really well with our club
and our purpose.”

ABC Gippsland jour-
nalist Maddie Stuchbery
will MC the evening,

Ms Stuchbery is a Won-
thaggi local and award-
winning former Sentinel-
Times journalist who
was recognised by the
Rural Press Club of Vic-
toria in 2024 for report-
ing on gender equity in
agribusiness.

Ella received the Medal
of the Order of Australia
in the 2023 King’s Birth-
day Honours for her ser-
vices to women'’s football
after establishing the
first youth girls team
in the Bass Coast and
South Gippsland region
in 2015 and founding the
Breakers in 2017.

She said the club was
shaping up well for its
milestone season.

“We've had great num-
bers at training,” Ella said.

. ESTATE —

CHRISTIE NELSON

0407812904 0498 136161

AN

“We've got a mix of re-
taining a lot of our players
from last year but picking
up some good recruits
that have both played be-
fore and haven't.

“We're looking to build
on last year where we
made the finals and con-
tinue to include people
that have played football
before in a local environ-
ment but also tap into
youth girls from Dalyston
to provide that pathway
for people living locally.”

Ella said the event was
about celebrating the
women who make the
club and the community
tick.

“It just provides the op-
portunity to recognise
and celebrate local wom-
en that are doing great
things,” she said.

Tickets are S60 and in-
clude a canape-style din-
ner.

The dress code is dress
to impress.

The event is co-hosted
by the Breakers and KGS
Kilcunda at 3535 Bass
Highway.

Entry is through the
courtyard with doors
opening at 6pm.

Tickets are available at
trybooking.com.
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Christie Nelson Real Estate celebrates its team of women
this International Women’s Day on March 8. From left,

Zoe Baker (Executive Sales Assistant), Christie Nelson
(Director) and Skye Clothier (Sales Agent Representative).

All-women team powers
Christie Nelson Real Estate

A TEAM of women manage
Christie Nelson Real Estate
and in light of International
Women's Day on March 8
Christie acknowledges that
since launching her own com-
pany three years ago her team
reflects her values of support,
flexibility and strength.

“I have been in real estate
since 2020, but launched
Christie Nelson Real Estate
three years ago, and I hadn't
given it much thought, but
we've accidentally become an
all-women office,” Ms Nelson
said.

The supportive approach
that drives Ms Nelson’s busi-
ness extends to her leadership
style.

“I have a household of six
children and prioritise wellbe-
ing and flexibility for my staff,”
Ms Nelson said.

“I believe this gives me a lot
of grounding to help be a more
supportive boss.”

Christie Nelson Real Estate
services Korumburra, Leon-
gatha and all surrounding
areas and is led by Director
Christie Nelson, with Sales

Agent Representative Skye
Clothier and Executive Sales
Assistant Zoe Baker.

“Were managing about a
40km radius of Leongatha,
handling all aspects of real es-
tate with a focus on residential,
lifestyle properties, vacant land
and small acreages,” she said.
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SKYE CLOTHIER

christienelson@atrealty.com.au | www.christienelsonrealestate.com.au
2/52A Bair Street, Leongatha

“And my business is very
much about the community we
live in, and we like to give back
to the town where our children
are growing up.”

This International Women’s
Day, Christie Nelson Real Es-
tate acknowledges the way
women lead, the juggle they
endure and the generosity they
have when it comes to giving
back to the community.

Ms Nelson is a successful
businesswoman and her acco-
lades are an acknowledgement
of her dedication to her work.

Most recently she was nomi-
nated as the number one agent
for Leongatha by realestate.
com for 2025 and listed in the
top 10 per cent of agents in the
(@realty network in November
for the second year running
across Australia and New Zea-
land.

Ms Nelson has built a com-
munity-focused, high-perform-
ing team that achieves strong
results for their clients.

A real estate agency that
champions working mothers
and empowers women to suc-
ceed, and on March 8, on Inter-
national Women’s Day, the col-
lective action is Give to Gain, a
collaboration that encourages
the thought that when women
thrive, we all rise.

To view Christie Nelson
Real Estate’s property port-
folio, visit atrealty.com.au/
christienelson
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Xander Beach brought the classics
to life on his harp. A42 0926

Delightful musical

afternoon at Mossvale

A MULTI-DIMENSIONAL musical jour-
ney unfolded on a magical Sunday after-
noon at Mossvale Park in Berrys Creek.

Rotary Club of Leongatha organised Mu-
sic at Mossvale with the event raising funds
for Monash Children’s Cancer Centre, Ber-
rys Creek CFA and Friends of Mossvale
Park.

Organiser Jeremy Curtis was delighted
with how the event went.

“For a renewal of concerts at Mossvale
Park, it was a remarkable success,” he
said, recalling Music for the People that
used to run on the corresponding weekend
some years ago.

“We had more than 250 people there,”
Jeremy said of Sunday’s event, noting
people are already talking about wanting
Music at Mossvale to continue.

He expressed his appreciation to Mirboo
North Bendigo Bank and Mirboo North &
District Community Foundation for fund-
ing support that made the event possible.

Ten local acts performed in the Moss-
vale Park Soundshell with some audience
members basking in the sunshine while
others sheltered under expansive oak
trees.

While a cappella group Acoustic Kitchen
was celebrating the 14th anniversary of its
first public performance new band Gippy
Fusion made its debut.

Bandleader of the new arrival Diana
Reardon explained the origin of the nine-
member group.

“Some of us met at Meeniyan and other
gigs and thought it would be fun to play
together, and Martin on the oboe said he
had some arrangements that might work,”
she said.

While Gippy Fusion was formed for Mu-
sic at Mossvale its members are keen to
play together elsewhere in future.

“We're interested in keeping alive flutes,
oboes, violins and getting that side of it
heard,” Diana said adding the aim is to
provide something different.

The group has already set a focus on di-
verse music with its offerings on Sunday
ranging from Somewhere Over the Rain-
bow to a piece originating in Versailles 350
years ago.

Acoustic Kitchen made its disdain for
coriander clear in a song to the tune of
Fernando with the group continuing its
light-hearted theme while its members de-
livered the vocal strength required with no
musical accompaniment.

Talented Korumburra teenager Xander
Beach had his audience spellbound with
peaceful harp music that included a Ba-
roque piece from George Frideric Handel.

The popular Treble F Singers delivered
numbers including Rainbow Connection
the song made famous by Kermit the Frog
and I am Australian.

Latrobe Community Concert Band ad-
opted a moon theme playing numbers
such as Moonlight Serenade and Moon
River.

Keachange provided a great musical mix
while The Black Notes featuring the vocals
of Tarnya Wilson gave the audience a taste
of jazz.

The UpBeats turned up the decibels and
ensured everyone was awake for the drive
home.

Leongatha star performer living
the dream 1 in The Book of Mormon

LEONGATHAS Josh Gar-
diner must be ready on any
given night to step into the
spotlight of the smash hit
stage production The Book of
Mormon, currently playing at
the Princess Theatre in Mel-
bourne.

The 32-year-old is the un-
derstudy for one of the show’s
protagonists, Elder Cunning-
ham, a role he has dreamed
about for more than a decade.

Like many performers, Gar-
diner’s journey had humble
beginnings, starting on a small
stage in Leongatha.

“It all kind of kicked off in
Leongatha during Leongatha
Lyric Theatre days,” he said.

“I think my first production
was Grease Lightning, maybe
around 2006.

“I just found a love of acting
there.”

Those early productions
sparked something in Gar-
diner.

After finishing school, he
went on to study music theatre
at the Victorian College of the
Arts in the form of a three-year
degree.

Since graduating, it has been
difficult for Gardiner to find
stable work in acting at times,
as is common in the world of
performing arts, though he
has appeared in numerous
major productions including
the 10th anniversary tour of
Billy Elliot and Cinderella.

The Book of Mormon, how-
ever, was always a dream in
the background.

“I've auditioned for this show
about four times,” he said.

“Elder Cunningham has al-
ways been a dream.

“I feel like there’s not been a
more perfect role written for
my skill set, my personality.

“I just feel like I know exactly
who he is.”

The Book of Mormon was
created by Trey Parker and
Matt Stone, known primar-
ily for creating the hit ani-
mated television series South
Park, along with co-creator
and composer Robert Lopez,
known for writing music for
Frozen and Coco.

Following the story of
two mismatched Mormon

Send
us your
photos

If you're having a
21st, club function,
wedding, or other
social event, take
some photos, name
the people in the
snaps and email to
news@sgst.com.au

Sentinel-Times

It won't cost a cent to see them in pript!
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Safe to say Josh Gardiner is excited about landing a dream
role in the worldwide hit stage production The Book of

Mormon.

missionaries sent to Africa
to spread their faith, it first
opened on Broadway in 2011
and has gone on to win nine
Tony Awards, making it one of
the most successful musicals
of all time.

Gardiner’s character, Elder
Cunningham, serves as the
chaotic contrast to his confi-
dent partner, Elder Price.

“Price is tall, handsome, by
the book, and can sell the Book
of Mormon perfectly,” Gardiner
explained.

“And then there’s Cunning-
ham.

“He has no idea what the
Book of Mormon really is, he’s
just thrilled to be there, a bun-
dle of energy.

“He’s that awkward, odd guy
that everyone kind of turns
away from in a conversation.”

But among the crude com-
edy that Trey Parker and Matt
Stone are known for, Cunning-
ham also carries emotional
weight.

“He’s singing, he’s dancing,
he’s acting, but he’s also the
heart of the show,” Gardiner
said.

“He plays to the truth of what
real friendship is, in amongst
all the chaos.

“He’s just a delight.”

Being an understudy for a
lead role presents its own chal-
lenges, both physically and
mentally, as the protagonist is
on stage for most of the show.

“It's tricky,” Gardiner ad-
mitted.

“Because the role is so de-
manding and you're not doing
it every night, that show fit-
ness is hard to maintain.”

Gardiner has performed
the role 20 times, with most
of those coming during the
show’s time in Sydney, al-
though he has already stepped
into the role in Melbourne.

Like any workplace, lead
performers often take per-
sonal or sick leave, and that
is when Gardiner must be
ready to step in at a moment’s
notice.

He shares a close friend-
ship with the man who plays
Elder Cunningham most
nights, American-born ac-
tor Nick Cox, and said both
bring something unique to
the stage.

“We've been given some
great creative licence to make
it our own,” Gardiner said.

There is also some irony in
the timing of Gardiner’s cast-
ing, as he is 32, while Elder
Cunningham is 19.

“I auditioned for Cunning-
ham so many times when I
was his age,” he said.

“But now feels like the right
time to be playing it.

“You need that little bit more
experience and understanding
of the world.”

For now, Gardiner is con-
tent.

In an industry known for
uncertainty, The Book of Mor-
mon offers something often
hard to come by - job security.

“It's pretty rare in this line of
work to get a nice, decent con-
tract,” he said.

“So I'm happy sitting here
for the moment, making a con-
sistent wage.

“It feels like a relief.”

That said, it does not stop
him thinking about the oppor-
tunities the future could hold.

“Doing Cunningham has re-
ally taught me so much and
shown me how much I can
actually do if I push myself in
this field,” he said.

“So, I'm excited post Book of
Mormon to see what happens,
and now that I'm getting a bit
older, some more roles.”

WONTHAGGI
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Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club, 75 Graham Street
Come and join in the laughs at South Coast FM Bingo
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An uncanny vision that became
a seed for Orpheus Nine

AUTHOR Chris Flynn a resi-
dent of Wonthaggi woke from
what seemed a nightmare with
a scene so vivid he could not ig-
nore it an uncanny vision that
became the seed for his latest
novel Orpheus Nine published
by Hachette Australia and re-
cently recognised with the 2025
Aurealis Award for Best Horror
Novel at a ceremony in Brisbane
on Saturday February 21.

In an interview with the Sen-
tinel-Times Chris explained
that at the time he was taking a
break from writing having just
finished travelling after the re-
lease of Mammoth but the im-
pulse behind this supernatural
dream was a vision he could not
ignore.

Chris says the book is set in
the present day and reads in
part as a parable of the pan-
demic era without intention but
delivering a message of shared
catastrophe whereby instead of
uniting, a community fractures.

“Orpheus Nine is about every
nine-year-old in the world dying
at once: children are on a foot-
ball field, their mouths open into
a Latin chant, before their bodies
swell with salt,” Chris said.

“The story is about the slow,
wrenching collapse of a small
town of Gattan, with families left
to splinter under the weight of
the grief; no knowing of what's
happening, with  desperate
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Award-winning author Chris
Flynn’s latest novel Orpheus
Nine received the Aurealis
Award for Best Horror Novel
of the Year in Australia. Photo:
Karli Michelle Photography.

attempts to protect the children
they still have.”

The story uncovers that 10-year-
olds are the last of the generation
and children coming to the age of
nine are facing their death.

The story intertwines a sense of
horror while following three fami-
lies in the fictional town of Gattan
all of whom are facing a different

level of grief and in turn an erup-
tion of conspiracy theories grows
due to blame and radicalisation
spreading as easily as fear.

Chris said what started as a
dream stayed with him through a
summer of fevered drafting and a
year of revision.

“This supernatural story soon
became a social mirror of how
quickly trust can erode, how
truth becomes negotiable and
how people weaponise uncertain-
ty to suit their own narratives,”
he said.

As the book was published in
2025 and readers began to in-
terpret it Chris recognised the
dream as an echo of his past.

“I grew up in a foster home,
where my sister and I were the
only biological children. In my
teens, we had over a hundred
children through the house,”
Chris said.

“This recurring pattern of sud-
den departures of children leav-
ing and never returning appears
to be connected to this vivid
dream of inexplicable loss.”

Chris says the novel ends on an
unexpected note that will satisfy
some and frustrate others.

With growing attention Orpheus
Nine looks to be a novel that will
live on in conversation.

Orpheus Nine is available on-
line or in store locally at Turn the
Page in Cowes or Nice Stack of
Books in Meeniyan.

AOSSE mum-mmul'm
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FRAMK ki
HEVIN BORCH EXPREEES
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Tarwin Lower, VIC

B3-31 ARCHIES CREEK ROAD / WWW.ARCRIESCREEKHOTEL.COM. .IIIJ

Julie Sullivan, Martha Dunemann, owner Hilary Sullivan
and Steph Anderton celebrate the new larger premises of
The Hare and Tortoise Books. A12 0926

The Hare and Tortoise Books
offers even greater selection

KORUMBURRAS The Hare
and Tortoise Books proves the
popularity of traditional read-
ing remains high despite wide-
spread forecasts years ago that
technology would spell the end
of physical books, the busi-
ness having outgrown its origi-
nal home and moved to larger
premises.

The recent official opening of
the new store on a Tuesday eve-
ning drew a substantial turnout,
with attendees happily chatting
and browsing, and no formal
proceedings such as speeches,
owner Hilary Sullivan keeping
the vibe relaxed.

“Its an indication that the
town is growing,” local business
operator Steph Anderton said
of the need for the bookstore to
adopt a new larger home.

Regular shopper Rosie Mar-
shall of Korumburra loves read-
ing books and the aesthetic of

oztix.com.au

By Andrew Paloczi

them to such an extent she
hopes to work there.

Hilary’s proud dad Phillip Sul-
livan said his daughter majored
in literature and it was always
her dream to open a bookshop,
clearly delighted the business
continues to thrive and expand.

“It authenticates that people
are reading books,” he said,
noting the new premises at 35
Commercial Street are in an
ideal central location near the
brewery and bakery, and that
The Hare and Tortoise stocks
the latest releases in its varied
range.

Another regular customer, Al-
exandra Farmer, said the new
store is more open and while
she enjoyed the cosy setting in
the original shop, she is pleased
with the change and having even
more books to choose from.
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Owner of The Hare & Tortoise Books
Hilary Sullivan stands between members
of the store’s book club Tracy Wallens
and Taighn Gardiner at the celebration
of the shop’s new home. A16_0926

Delilah Bright with her work that

earned second place in the creative art
section. A22 0926

Hazel Bright got second prize for her
photo ‘Buzz Buzz Buzz’' as well as win-
ning first prize in the junior garden
competition for her frog pond. A23 0926

't

Foster locals Harry and Ruby enjoy the
Show. A24 0926

Lyndon Bath stands near her prize-
winning lemons, having also enjoyed
success with her fruit cake, onions and
Yo-Yo biscuits. A25_0926

l, Iﬁ_:’ N M|
4 ke g

Melody-Day Mulholland and Ebony
Winter enjoy snow cones at the Foster
Show. A26 0926

Inverloch’s Orli Richardson and
Korumburra’s Rosie Marshall enjoy the
new premises of The Hare & Tortoise
Books. A17_0926

Proud dad Phillip Sullivan celebrates
the success of The Hare & Tortoise
Books, his daughter Hilary's business
now in a larger place. A18_0926

Pictures of you and your friends at Opening of
The Hare & Tortoise Books’ new premises,
Foster Show and the South Gippsland Garlic Festival

ere helping the crowd stay

i w
e Popsicles 12 0926

itrus and Ic
from Citr 1 in Korumburra. w

Jess 2l Garlic Festiva

cool at Saturday’s

[] []
Sentinel-Times
>>> ORDER THESE AND OTHER PHOTOS 5672 1888

Prom Coast News committee mem-
bers Kaye Rodden (Chair), Neil Travers
and Linda Giddy at the Foster Show.
A27_0926

Denise Bravington of Woorarra and
Tania Pell of Fish Creek check out the
Foster Show. A28 0926
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Paul and Jacqui Rotthier check out
the new home of The Hare & Tortoise
Books, being the owners of the building
in which it is housed. A19 0926

Macki, Alexandra and Abby Farmer

enjoy the new home of The Hare &
Tortoise Books. A20 0926

Jo Street -from Inspired by Nature at
the South Gippsland Garlic Festival.
w09_0926

Alanna and Harry Quirk were having
a blast browsing the stalls at the Garlic
Festival. w10 092

™

Inverloch’s Tim Holt was just one of
the many Garlic Festival attendees who
opted to bring their furry friends along
for the fun. w15_0926

Nat Kunst from Wild and Precious
Flower Farm was delighting passers-by
with her beautiful flowers at the South
Gippsland Garlic Festival. w13 0926



Rea I E S t a te South Gippsland and Bass Coast
Buyers are out in force and ready to move

RAY White Wonthaggi sales
agent and director Chris Wood
has a message for property own-
ers sitting on the fence about
selling,

The market is moving.

Mr Wood said Ray White had
already sold 33 properties in
2026 and demand showed no
signs of slowing down.

“Market conditions are really
good,” Mr Wood said.

“Good properties that are
priced well, that people see value
in, sell quickly.

“We're not talking about un-
der-selling or selling cheap but
things that are priced according
to the market, people are snap-
ping up.”

Mr Wood said properties
priced under $550,000 were at-
tracting the most attention with
a deep pool of buyers in that
range.

“There is a lot of buyers in that
buying pool, sub-550,” he said.

He said open home numbers
told the real story regardless of
broader economic headlines.

“We are seeing it on the
ground,” Mr Wood said.

“We're seeing the volumes of
people at open homes, we're see-
ing first home buyers back in
force.

“Local people upsizing, down-
sizing and first home buyers are
all out in force and that's why
that lower price point under
550, there’s certainly lots of buy-
ers around for that.”

The surge in first home buy-
er activity across Bass Coast

The Ray White Wonthaggi team at 38-40 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi.

mirrors a national trend driven
by the federal government’s ex-
panded First Home Guarantee
scheme which allows eligible
buyers to purchase with as little
as a 5 per cent deposit.

In Victoria first home buyers
purchasing a property valued at
$600,000 or less pay no stamp
duty while those buying up to

$750,000 receive a concession.

Mr Wood said the agency was
not suggesting anyone rush into
a sale but encouraged owners
who had been considering a
move to take a serious look at
current conditions.

He said owners of invest-
ment properties affected by re-
cent state government changes

Victorian new home builds fall to decade low

around land tax and associated
costs may also find now a good
time to reassess.

Victoria’s land tax threshold
dropped to $50,000 in 2024
as part of the state govern-
ment's COVID debt repayment
plan catching many smaller
investors who were previ-
ously exempt while the vacant

residential land tax now applies
across all of Victoria including
regional areas.

For more information or to
browse current listings visit ray-
whitewonthaggi.com.au or con-
tact Chris Wood on 0423 461
703 or the office on 5672 1833.

Ray White Wonthaggi is at 38-
40 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi.

THE number of new homes built in Vic-
toria has fallen to its lowest level since
2014 with Australian Bureau of Statistics
data confirming 54,323 new homes were
completed in the year ending September
2025.

The state government's 2023 Housing
Statement targeted 80,000 new homes a
year but only 116,025 have been complet-
ed in the two years since, almost 44,000
short of the target.

Opposition Leader Jess Wilson said the
figures showed the Housing Statement had
failed and the state’s property tax burden
was pushing investment in new housing
supply interstate.

Shadow Minister for Housing and Build-
ing David Southwick said first home buy-
ers and key workers were bearing the
brunt of the failure.

“Two years on from Labor’s so called
Housing Statement and the completion of
new homes has crashed to a decade low,”
Mr Southwick said.

“Victorians are not asking for slogans.
They are asking for homes.”

Housing Industry Association execu-
tive director for Victoria Keith Ryan said
Victoria had started construction on just
13,970 new homes in the September quar-
ter, well below the state government’'s own
target of 20,000 homes per quarter.

“Since the RBA’s rate hiking cycle Victo-
ria has been unable to mount a strong and
sustained recovery,” Mr Ryan said.

“Relatively weaker population and la-
bour market dynamics, expensive residen-
tial land and increasing state government
taxes and regulations on home building
have held back the state while markets like
Western Australia, Queensland and South
Australia race ahead.”

The Property Council of Victoria said Vic-
toria was at serious risk of falling behind
other states warning that a growing web
of property taxes was scaring away invest-
ment and delaying new housing projects.

Property Council Victoria deputy execu-
tive director Andrew Lowcock said the

data made the consequences of Victoria’s
tax settings impossible to ignore.

“Victoria has the fastest-growing popu-
lation in the country but were building
homes at 2014 levels. That mismatch is
unsustainable,” Mr Lowcock said.

Victoria carries the highest property tax
burden in the nation with state net debt
climbing by $1.7 million an hour and fore-
cast to reach a record $192.6 billion by
2028-29.

ABS building approvals data for Decem-
ber 2025 showed Victoria’s total dwelling
approvals fell 32.2 per cent in seasonally
adjusted terms with just 339 apartments
approved compared with 1496 in Novem-
ber.

Nationally 195,730 dwellings were ap-
proved across 2025 which was 12.8 per
cent higher than 2024 but still well below
the 240,000 new homes required each
year to meet the National Housing Accord
target of 1.2 million homes over five years.

The statewide shortfall comes as Bass
Coast continues to grapple with its own
housing affordability crisis.

The median house price in Bass Coast
reached $700,000 to June 2025 well above
the $590,000 regional Victorian median
while the population continues to grow at
1.9 per cent a year.

Fewer new housing approvals were re-
corded in Bass Coast in the last financial
year despite ongoing demand driven by
families relocating from Melbourne and
retirees drawn to the coast.

Bass Coast Shire Council’s Affordable
Housing Strategy found 733 households in
the shire or 5.1 per cent required afford-
able housing,

In South Gippsland only 12.3 per cent
of farm workers can afford to buy a home.

The Wonthaggi North East Precinct
Structure Plan approved in January 2024
is expected to eventually deliver about
5000 new homes but housing advocates
have called for 100 new affordable dwell-
ings a year in Bass Coast to address years
of neglect in public housing builds.

34 Stewart Street, Wonthaggi

POTENTIAL PLUS! .
Located on a rear block of a previously subdivided =.
lot, this three-bedroom, one-bathroom weatherboard
home offers a central location.

Property Features:

e Living & Dining: A living area with timber flooring and
a wood-burning fireplace.

e The kitchen/dining area includes a dishwasher and
freestanding electric stove.

e Bedrooms: Three bedrooms in total, with main
bedroom with built-in wardrobes.

e Bathroom & Laundry: Functional bathroom with
wood-panelled walls and a separate shower, plus a
dedicated laundry and separate toilet.

e Exterior: Fully fenced yard on a low-maintenance rear
block, with a small garden shed and a rainwater tank.

Auction:
Saturday, March 28,
11am onsite

Siaan Grinham
0422 418 132

HM13360

This residence is in original condition and requires Chris Wood
updates to both the interior and exterior. It represents 0423 461 703
an opportunity to secure a home on a tucked-away Ray White Wonthaggi

block in a growing regional centre.

38-40 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi | 5672 1833
www.raywhitewonthaggi.com.au
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Re a I E S t a t e South Gippsland and Bass Coast

Freehold hotel opportunlty in the heart of Bass Coast

Freehold

AUCTION: SATURDAY MARCH 14 at 1pm IF NOT SOLD PRIOR
THE GEORGE BASS HOTEL

A landmark hospitality opportunity.

The George Bass Hotel is going under the hammer. This is your chance
1o secure a landmark hospitality venue positioned in the heart of

Bass and rich in history. The George Bass Hotel is a cornerstone of

the community ready to be brought back to life. Whether you're an
experienced operator, savvy investor, or hospitality visionary this is

a rare opportunity to own an iconic piece of Bass Coast heritage.
Opportunities like this don't come around often. Be there. Bid strong.

$770,0000 to $840,000

Contact Scott Andersen
on 0409 785 846 to arrange
a pre-auction inspection.

Lot 1, 24-32 Hade Avenue, Bass

Auction Saturday March 14 at 1pm
(unless sold prior)

Price: $770,000 - $840,000

Agent Andersen Property Specialists

Scott Andersen on 0409 785 846

THE George Bass Hotel is an
exceptional chance to acquire a
landmark freehold pub complete
with fit-out and ready for a re-
launch.

Offering solid foundations,
strong local recognition and a
high-profile position, this prop-
erty is primed for new owners
to restore and elevate its former
popularity and reputation.

Positioned just off the Bass
Highway in the township of Bass,
the hotel captures constant traffic
flow between Melbourne, Phillip
Island and the spectacular Bass
Coast coastline.

Its accessibility makes it a natu-
ral stop for holidaymakers, week-
end explorers and the many lo-
cals travelling between Grantville,
Woolamai, Corinella, Coronet
Bay, San Remo and Wonthaggi, as
well as a hub for Bass locals to
gather.

The George Bass Hotel is gener-
ously fitted out and designed to
operate seamlessly across several
customer segments.

The venue features a welcoming
sports bar with ample seating, a
comfortable bistro lounge ideal
for family dining, multiple indoor
and outdoor sitting areas, a con-
venient drive-through bottle shop
and a spacious three-bedroom
owner’s or manager’s residence.

Well-maintained back-of-house
facilities, storage areas and up-
graded amenities complete the
package.

With its broad layout and in-
frastructure the property offers
considerable scope for reposi-
tioning, whether as a revitalised

local pub, dining destination, live
music venue or mixed-use hospi-
tality hub.

Set on a substantial 3,935sqm
township-zoned allotment, the ho-
tel boasts an impressive 90-metre
frontage enhancing visibility and
future development flexibility.

The property is offered with va-
cant possession inclusive of all
existing furniture, fittings, chat-
tels, plant and equipment on a
where-is, as-is basis, excluding
the billiard tables and children’s
arcade games.

This provides incoming opera-
tors with a near turn-key plat-
form for reopening,.

The Bass Coast is one of Vic-
toria's most dynamic coastal
regions renowned for its thriv-
ing tourism economy and strong
year-round visitor numbers.

With Phillip Island a renowned
national and international tourist
destination, unspoiled coastlines,
surf beaches and nature reserves,
growing residential communi-
ties and significant investment
in local infrastructure, hospital-
ity venues along this corridor are
well positioned for growth.

A flourishing food, wine and
hospitality scene attracting both
locals and travellers adds to the
appeal.

With  continued population
growth and increasing travel to
the region, the George Bass Hotel
represents a rare opportunity to
secure a freehold hotel in a prime
Bass Coast location.

Contact Scott Andersen on 0409
785 846 for further information
or to arrange an inspection.

ndersen
property specialists

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY

Lot A 24-32 Hade Avenue Bass
4 Lot Subdivision with conditional Town Planning approval

An opportunity to secure a rare 6,18 m2 development parcel in
the picturesque township of Bass situated adjacent to the George
Bass Hotel, at the gateway to San Remo and Phillip Island and just
15 minutes from the regional hub of Wonthaggi. This site comes
with conditional town-planning approval to subdivide info 4 large
residential lots, positioning you to capitalise on the Bass Coast’s
growing population and booming visitor economy.

$550,000 to $580,000

Scott Andersen 0409 785 846
Aminah Hart 0415 256 678

HM13343
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Rea I E S t a te South Gippsland and Bass Coast
Country living with panoramic views to Western Port

ESCAPE the hustle and
bustle to the absolute seren-
ity of Woolamai Park, a mag-
nificent seven-bedroom du-
al-occupancy residence set
high on the hill in Woolamai.

From its commanding po-
sition the property offers
uninterrupted  panoramic
views over Woolamai Race-
course, the Bass Flats and
across the shimmering wa-
ters of Western Port.

This exceptional rural re-
treat combines space, versa-
tility and comfort, making it
the perfect choice for large
or extended families, multi-
generational living, enter-
tainers or those seeking a
home that offers income po-
tential through dual accom-
modation.

Designed to take full ad-
vantage of its remarkable
setting, the home provides
expansive living zones, seven
generous bedrooms includ-
ing a master with ensuite,
three bathrooms, three toi-
lets and multiple outdoor
areas ideal for entertaining
or quiet contemplation of
the stunning natural sur-
rounds.

As you move through the
residence you will discover
an effortless flow between
living spaces and wide ve-
randahs where you can relax
and take in the ever-chang-
ing moods of the landscape.

The design allows family
and friends to gather togeth-
er with ease while offering
privacy in its accommoda-
tion.

Whether hosting a large
celebration or enjoying a
peaceful morning coffee,
every moment at Woolamai
Park feels like a retreat from
the pace of everyday life.

Set amidst rolling hills
and open skies, this is a
property that truly captures
the essence of country liv-
ing while being within easy
reach of everything the beau-
tiful Bass Coast has to offer.

Explore local weekend
markets, scenic bike and
walking trails and the vi-
brant coastal communities
and beaches of San Remo
and Phillip Island, all just a
short drive away.

Woolamai Park is more
than a home.

It is a lifestyle destination
where families can come to-
gether along with friends to
enjoy a gentler pace.

With its breathtaking out-
looks, versatile design and
inviting sense of calm, this
remarkable residence offers
a rare opportunity to secure
your own slice of rural para-
dise.

Contact Scott Andersen on
0409 785 846 for further in-
formation or to arrange an
inspection.

125 Trew Road, Woolamai
Price $1,550,000 - $1,650,000
Agent Andersen Property Specialists
Scott Andersen on 0409 785 846

Lot A, 24-32 Hade Avenue, Bass

Price $550,000 - $580,000
Agent Andersen Property Specialists

Scott Andersen on 0409 785 846

Development opportunity with
four-lot subdivision approval

AN opportunity to secure
a rare 6,181sqm develop-
ment parcel in the pictur-
esque township of Bass at
the gateway to San Remo
and Phillip Island and just
15 minutes from the region-
al hub of Wonthaggi.

The township-zoned land
is located at the rear of the
George Bass Hotel site and
comes with conditional
town planning approval to
subdivide into four large
residential lots.

Subject to title registra-
tion, the approval positions
buyers to capitalise on the
Bass Coast’'s growing popu-
lation and booming visitor
economy.

The Bass Coast property
market shows solid funda-
mentals for investors with

median house prices and
rental yields in the shire
providing a healthy back-
drop for new supply.

The location is minutes
to San Remo’s larger town
amenities and the bridge to
Phillip Island with easy ac-
cess from Melbourne mak-
ing it perfect for country
lifestyle lots.

With Phillip Island at-
tractions drawing large
numbers of visitors annu-
ally and the Bass Coast
showing healthy population
growth, this represents a
rare chance to deliver new
residential lots in a robust
regional market.

Contact Scott Andersen
on 0409 785 846 for fur-
ther information or to ar-
range an inspection.

"WOOLAMAI PARK”

Impressive Dual-Occupancy Country Living on 5 Acres with
Spectacular Panoramic Views to Western Port

Experience the absolute serenity of Woolamai Park — a magnificent
7-bedroom, dual-occupancy residence set high on the hill in
Woolamai. From its commanding position the property offers
uninterrupted panoramic views over Woolamai Racecourse, the
Bass Flafs, and across the shimmering waters of Western Port.

Call Scott Andersen on
0409 785 846 to arrange
your private inspection.

Andersen

property specialists

HM13344
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Re a I E S t a t e South Gippsland and Bass Coast

Nyora Grange offers families space to build homes and community

= FOR families searching for
space, connection and a place to
truly call their own, Stage 1 of
Nyora Grange offers more than
just land.

Nestled in the welcoming town-
ship of Nyora, this development
gives families the chance to cre-
ate their dream home while be-
coming part of a growing and
close-knit community.

Here, neighbours will meet
over front fences, children will
ride bikes along quiet streets
and lasting friendships will take
root.

With titles now available, buy-
ers can start building without
delay.

Stage 1 offers generous allot-
ments ranging from 597 square
metres to 975 square metres,
designed to give families plenty
of room to grow.

Whether it's a backyard for
children to play, space for al-
fresco entertaining or gardens
to relax in, these blocks provide
the perfect canvas for a home
that suits any lifestyle.

The sizeable blocks set Nyora
Grange apart from many newer
developments where land par-
cels have steadily shrunk, giving
buyers the freedom to design a
home with real breathing room
rather than building boundary
to boundary.

Nyora strikes a balance be-
tween peaceful country living
and convenient connections.

Melbourne’s CBD is just 70
minutes away via the M1 free-
way, while the beaches and win-
eries of the Mornington Penin-
sula and the coastal attractions

of Phillip Island are within easy
reach for weekend adventures.

The township itself offers a
primary school, general store,
recreation reserve and an ac-
tive community association that
hosts regular events throughout
the year.

For those who commute,
the nearby Nar Nar Goon and
Tynong railway stations provide
access to the V/Line network,
while the towns of Drouin, War-
ragul and Pakenham are a short
drive away for larger shopping,
medical and education needs.

Nyora Grange is not a single
release either.

More stages are planned for
the near future, ensuring a vi-
brant community that grows to-
gether.

This thoughtful rollout gives
early buyers the chance to be
part of shaping a neighbour-
hood from the ground up, with
the confidence that the estate
will continue to develop around
them.

For families who have been
priced out of suburbs closer to
Melbourne but still want that
sense of community and connec-
tion, Nyora represents genuine
value with the lifestyle benefits
of country living on the door-
step.

Stage 1 is now on the market.

For more information, plans
or pricing, contact the selling
agents at Carman Real Estate.

Jarrod Carman can be reached
on 0423 144 102 or jarrod.car-
man(@carmanre.com.au, and
Gary Kohlman is available on
0402 117 077.

NYORA
GRANGE

Now Selling!

Stage1l

[

NYORA
GRANGE

Titles Now Available: Start building your dream home without delay.
Land Sizes: 597 m? to 975 m? — designed for space, privacy, and lifestyle.

Lifestyle & Location:
+ 70 min to Melbourne CBD, 40—50 min to Mornington Peninsula, 40 min to Phillip Island.
» Well-connected roads; close to schools, shops, and community facilities.
« Parks, walking trails, and outdoor recreation nearby.
« Build Your Dream Home: Large, peaceful blocks perfect for families, investors, or bespoke designs.

SCAN FOR
LOT PRICES

HM13377

Contact Carman Real Estate — Jarrod Carman 0423 144 102 | Gary Kohiman 0402117 077

CARMAN
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1
12
13
14
16

18
21

23

25
26

27
28

Country with its tail up, to lead

in Middle East political
organisation (7)

Made just for one's bestie,

partly to arouse (7)

Upon spill, stood without
challenge?(9)

Progressive, vibrant label, copiously
copied, steadily becomes boring (5)
Slight lad is daintily parading (7)
Grow AirNL (7)

Me tasting hit lands use charge (9)
Draws jugs for ears (5)
Two-wheeler, in both ways: King
and Queen? (5)

High and dry on exercise yard (9)
Antelope, little by little drained after
scrutiny (7)

Dribble, torpor, anaemic, empty.
Time for take away! (7)

Where's the cherry-0? (2,3)
Disturbingly volatile, but lot less
than a biblical monster (9)

‘Stay, puss!’ (flicks tail) (7)

Gives in spades, pursuant to banks
leverage in rent (7)

Pile diamonds, clubs and hearts on
four of spades (5)

One of a pair from Asia - Spooner's
close little one (9)

I'm first to embrace design for
lodge (7)

Ruhr city walls, to confine nature (7)
Convalescence, Spooner's
announced, is ‘on top shelf!’ (3,4)
Kelly now (and then) lives over in
Spain (7)

Equal? No - over four short,
pardner! (2,3)

Forever Thu ?(9)

1 Political party organisation (7)

5 Made just for one (7)
Without challenge (9)
Boring, dull (5)

Slight, contempt, indifference (7)
Grow, make bigger (7)
Use of land by stock, and charge (9)

Draws, as in salary (5)
Two-wheeler rider (5)

- -0
- O

15

High, as in school (9)

A type of antelope (7)

Take away (from) (7)

Where the cherry is! (2,3)
Giant biblical sea monster (9)
Stay, hang (7)

Givesin (7)

Pile, raised ground (5)
Asian eating tool (9)

Lodge, insert (7)
Nature, core (7)

City in Spain (7)
Equal (with) (2,3)

1
2
3
4
5 A means of convalescence (3,4)
6
7
8

Forever (9)
Cryptic, equivocal (9)

24

Fundraiser involving books (4-1-4)
A weakening, return to lesser state (7)
Rested; also, set out constituent

25 letters (7)
19 (Dead) body (7)
20 Ateam sport (7)
. . . 22 Greek letter with ‘’Z' sound (5)
24 Deliberately loses; also, types of
27 storage (5)
13 'Ambitious', this, not even 18 R-E-S-T-E-D? (7)
going for the middle of 19 A carved, limber body (7)
August? Cryptic! (9) 20 Online dance sport? (7)
15 Another beat up around 22 Shut-eye in Santorini? (5)
ad for a literary fundraiser 24 Deliberately loses

(4-1-4)
Weakening inside,
overrates pale response (7)

No. 311

storage (5)

No. 320

2002 | PUZZLES AND PAGINATION © pagemusters

Each number corresponds to a letter of the alphabet. Two have been filled in
for you, can you work out the rest?

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from 1to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical columns, each
of the nine horizontal rows and each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Remember, no number can occur more than
once in any row, column or box.
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Can you find all the words listed?
No. 231 The leftover letters will spell out a secret message.
, , 4 - LI FANARAPAETLISTL.I AMAZON MEKONG RHINE
1. W_hatpgn—namidldwrlter 6. Whatis a cowslip? KEBLESGANGESFPB J|conco MURRAY RHONE
Eric Blair go by? 7. Whatis the only type of
2. Is Quito, the capital of penguin found above EARI I'LOEVUERSOO|ELBE NIAGARA SEINE
Ecuador, in the N_orthern7 the equator? OMEROTLMPI AMREE EUPHRATES  NIGER SOMME
or Southern Hemisphere? g, Tennis star John McEnroe NSGVECOHMARDLNM
3. Actor Kristen Stewart married which actor in S | O NMDR C EEAI Y I M GANGES NILE THAMES
(pictured) stars in a 2016 19867 GREEN RIVER OB TIGRIS
music video for which rock 9. A hard-boiled egg TEGTAAOSONGIUEU
band? wrapped in sausage YRMETUERUNAS K S R| HUANG ODER UBANGI
et gl ¢ 4 EITERUHRAD I OOER\ous  oRance  voLGa
height of a horse? as a what? NOSHBULBENNRNNA JORDAN ORINOCO YANGTZE
5. ARobin Hood statue is 10. The first episode of I'LOTBUUTAGGIOLY LENA PARANA YENISEY
located in which city in Doctor Who aired in } SNWEZTGNAYHELAY
England? which decade? ’.,.1' : EREVIRNEERGSTFEL|LORE PO YUKON
S0961 "0l BbBa y2102S *g |eaN.O wnie] ‘g uinbuad sobede|es £ Jamol4 ‘9 YOWINGFORSEMAHT “pIEMIO) BUIMOY SABMIE 1N JUSINGIN} SBLNBWOS
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H KUNUMA AUTUMN
ANGUS STUD BUI.I. SAI.E 2“26

Thursday 19th
March 2026

Sale Commencing 12pm
600 Princes Highway,
Nicholson, Vic, 3882

Sires:

Te Mania R1095,
Milwillah R405,
Karoo Realist N278,
Te Mania Q1149

BRED TOUGH

b ) y Brad Obst - 0417 398 026
' Ju t rien Billy Trinder - 0448 930 053
lan Baker - 0408 509 319

Mitch - 0487 648 227
Dean - 0419 295 954
www.kunuma.com

U‘JLIM-I.

A CAl [t -
1 Solutions
A0 SOIULIONS

SIVION QUILTY
VISITS. 2

YEARS

20

NIWIGG

Leading global
agricultural market
analyst,
Simon Quilty,
will present an in-depth
look at the latest market
trends
and forecasts

Sale - Criterion Hotel - 12" March 2026 - 7pm

Light refreshments and drinks provided

Meeniyan - Meeniyan Pub -13'"March 2026 - 9am

Bacon and eggs, tea/coffee provided

Seats are limited - RSVP to your local store by 10" March 2026

Follow us on Facebook for all our 20 year celebrations

BrownW|gg launches major
giveaway to celebrate 20 years

GIPPSLAND-BASED rural merchandise
business BrownWigg is celebrating 20
years in business throughout 2026 mark-
ing two decades since founders Michael
and David opened their first store in 2006
with a simple goal to support local farm-
ers with trusted products, local knowl-
edge and genuine service.

What began as a single store has grown
into eight locations across Gippsland
employing more than 90 local staff and
the anniversary provides an opportunity
to thank the community, customers and
farming families who have supported the
business every step of the way.

Founded on strong local values, Brown-
Wigg has grown alongside Gippsland’s
farming community.

As BrownWigg marks 20 years of serv-
ing Gippsland’s farming community, the
celebrations are set to reach an exciting
new level with the launch of its first major
competition - a giveaway designed to give
back in a big way.

BrownWigg is proud to announce a
competition that reflects its deep connec-
tion to the farming community.

The headline prize is a brand-new Turn-
bull Toyota Hilux ute built for reliability
and performance representing the hard-
working spirit shared by local farmers
and tradies alike.

Second prize is a Honda XR150L mo-
torbike, a practical and versatile addition
to any farm operation, perfect for check-
ing fences, moving stock or navigating
paddocks with ease.

Third prize brings essential on-farm
value with a Bushmans 22,500-litre wa-
ter tank - reinforcing BrownWigg's long-
standing commitment to practical solu-
tions that support farming businesses
and rural households.

The major giveaway is about recognising
the loyalty of customers and the generos-
ity of suppliers who have supported the
business over two decades.

“This milestone belongs to our commu-
nity,” they said.

“For 20 years, local farmers, families
and businesses have backed us. This
competition is our way of saying thank
you and celebrating the future together.”

From sponsoring local sporting clubs
and community initiatives to employing
local people and supporting regional sup-
pliers, the business has remained com-
mitted to keeping investment and oppor-
tunity within the region.

Customers can enter the competition by
visiting any BrownWigg store throughout
the promotional period.

Full details, including entry information
and terms and conditions, are available
in-store and via BrownWigg's social me-
dia channels.

Twenty years on, BrownWigg remains
proudly independent, locally owned and fo-
cused on the long haul - continuing to build
a business grounded in community, service
and support for Gippsland agriculture.

And with prizes like these on offer, the
20-year celebrations are only just getting
started.

Commitment to action after performance review

DAIRY Australia has pledged to act on
findings from its 2021-2025 Indepen-
dent Performance Review committing to a
sharper focus on practical outcomes for
dairy farmers.

The review has particular significance
for Gippsland which is one of Australia’s
most important dairy regions with more
than 6000 people employed across the
industry.

South Gippsland and Bass Coast are
home to hundreds of dairy operations
with the sector underpinning the lo-
cal economy from Leongatha and Ko-
rumburra through to Poowong and the
Strzelecki ranges.

The independent review conducted ev-
ery five years provides feedback from
dairy farmers and industry stakeholders
on performance to support continuous
improvement.

Dairy Australia CEO Dr Matt Shaffer
said the review provides an important
and timely check.

“The review is clear about where Dairy
Australia is performing well and where we
need to improve,” Dr Shaffer said.

“We welcome its findings and we're com-
mitted to making sure farmers can clearly
see how their levy is being invested and
how it contributes to improved profitabil-
ity and productivity on farm.”

The review confirms strong perfor-
mance in governance, compliance,

trade and market access and leadership
through the Australian Dairy Sustainabil-
ity Framework.

It also identifies areas for improvement
including greater clarity on Dairy Austra-
lia’s role, stronger engagement with dairy
farmers and better visibility of on-farm
outcomes.

In response Dairy Australia will improve
how it listens to farmers and ensure con-
sistency of engagement across regions to
align work more closely with partners in
the Regional Development Programs.

GippsDairy the regional development
program for the Gippsland dairy industry
works directly with local producers and
would be a key partner in delivering im-
proved on-farm outcomes.

“Our new Strategic Plan 2030 provides
greater clarity on Dairy Australia’s pur-
pose and priorities as well as a stronger
line of sight between investment decisions
and outcomes for farmers,” Dr Shaffer
said.

“It sets a clear direction for Dairy Aus-
tralia’s work over the next five years with
a focus on improving farm profitability
through productivity, innovation and sus-
tainability.”

The review comes during a period of
leadership transition for Dairy Australia
with the appointment of a new chair and
chief executive officer over the past 18
months.

Fish Creek farm puts SGW resilience grant to work

BUCKLEY Park Community Farm in
Fish Creek has completed a series of in-
frastructure upgrades funded through a
South Gippsland Water community resil-
ience grant.

The farm was one of three local recipients
of the grant, which South Gippsland Water
activated following last year’s precaution-
ary boil water advisory in Fish Creek as a
gesture of thanks to the community for its
cooperation during the disruption.

The funding has been used to upgrade
and expand drip irrigation systems, install
a chlorine filtration system to support soil
health and establish a dedicated watering
system in a new hothouse.

South Gippsland Water said the im-
provements would deliver long-term ben-
efits for local food production and envi-
ronmental sustainability at the Buckley
Park site.

Fish Creek was subject to a precaution-
ary boil water advisory in 2025 after a po-
tential issue was identified with the town’s
water supply.

South Gippsland Water supplies drink-
ing water to more than 40 communities
across the shire, including many small
towns where ageing infrastructure can be
vulnerable to disruption.

More information on the Fish Creek
project is available at sgwater.com.au.
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Understanding heat
stress in livestock and
ways to prevent it

Dr Jeff Cave, Senior Veterinary Officer

AS WARM summer temperatures continue
across Victoria, farmers are urged to take
extra care of their livestock to prevent heat
stress.

Cattle are most comfortable in tempera-
tures between 5°C and 25°C, while adult pigs
prefer a narrower range of just 18°C to 20°C.

High-producing animals, such as dairy
cows, are especially vulnerable, and poultry
have been known to succumb to extreme
heat on scorching days. When the mercury
rises, animals divert energy to cooling them-
selves, which can lead to reduced feed in-
take, slower weight gain, and lower milk pro-
duction. Fertility may also decline.

Humidity adds to the problem, intensifying
heat stress even at moderate temperatures.

Signs of heat stress include panting, stand-
ing rather than lying down, seeking shade,
increased drinking, and decreased appetite.

Farmers are advised to check their stock
daily during hot weather and take steps to
keep them comfortable.

Key recommendations include:

* Provide unlimited access to shade or shel-
ter

* Ensure cool, clean drinking water is always
available

* Avoid animal movement during the hottest
part of the day or on extreme heat days

* Offering high-quality feed in the cooler eve-
ning hours

* Have a fire plan ready and ensure someone
checks on stock if you're away.

By making small adjustments to daily
management, producers can significantly re-
duce the impact of heat stress and protect
both animal welfare and productivity.

SHORTHORNS

Shorthorn demand urges as Gippsland
producers chase premlum returns

WITH Australian beef exports
hitting record levels and strong
demand for premium mar-
bled product from Asia and
the United States Gippsland
Shorthorn breeders are well
positioned to capitalise.

Doben Park Shorthorns at
Buln Buln reported strong in-
terest at the recent Gippsland
Beef Week open day where
visitors inspected the Benson
family’s bulls and praised their
sound structure and quiet tem-
perament.

The stud has been breeding
Shorthorn cattle since 1977
and currently runs 130 reg-
istered and commercial cows
along with 25 unjoined yearling
heifers and 28 weaner heifers
across registered and commer-
cial lines.

The cows are joined to roan
and red Yamburgan-bred
Shorthorn bulls, having been
selected for their excellent fer-
tility, calving ease, mothering
ability, milk production and
docility. These qualities com-
bine to produce more live and
healthy calves with the ability
to grow quickly and finish on
pasture or grain to yield premi-
um quality meat with marbling
and even fat distribution.

For Gippsland producers
running Angus or Angus-in-
fused females the Shorthorn
bull offers an ideal cross to
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Doben Park bulls are available from 20 to 22 months i red, white and roan.

increase growth through hy-
brid vigour while maintaining
the marbling both breeds are
renowned for. A red Short-
horn bull over an Angus cow
produces a predominantly
black calf while a white or roan
bull produces the sought-after
Steely Blue calf. Over Hereford
or Hereford-infused cows the
result is the strawberry roan or
broken-faced calf with hybrid
vigour.

The Shorthorn bull is also a
strong alternative in the dairy
industry producing the type of
dairy beef calf processors are

looking for.

The advantage of the breed
is that while steers are turn-
ing out quality carcases their
sisters are forming the basis of
a functional and efficient cow
herd. Shorthorns are the easy-
care breed with ease of calving
and resistance to both bloat
and eye cancer.

The Australian beef indus-
try is moving away from com-
modity production towards
a value-based brand system
with demand for premium
marbled product from Japan,
China and the United States

BULL SALES ON FARM INVITATION

continuing to grow. Shorthorn
beef has become one of the
most sought-after products
at high-end dining establish-
ments and adding Shorthorn
genetics to a herd will increase
the ability to deliver a premium
product and maximise returns.

Doben Park will have a selec-
tion of bulls for sale from 20 to
22 months in red, white, red
and white roan along with a se-
lection of cows and calves and
heifers.

For more information contact
Doug on 0407 343 966 or San-
dy on 0409 074 291.

o Wil . B

ME0906

1387 OLD SALE ROAD BULN BULN

benson@dcsi.net.au

DOUG 0407 343 966 | SANDY 0409 074 291

shorthornbeef.com.au
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Alex Mathews judges Showmanship at this year’s International Dairy Week.

Alex Mathews passionate
about dairy and inspiring youth

MARDAN dairy farmer Alex Mathews
has a wide interest in the industry and
inspiring young people to view it as an
attractive career having recently had
the honour of judging Showmanship at
International Dairy Week in Tatura.

There she officiated across various
youth age groups.

“I wasn’t judging the cattle, I was judg-
ing the people who were exhibiting the
cattle,” Alex said having assessed each
competitor’s ability to show their dairy
calf.

“What I'm looking for is a clean well-
presented heifer and leader, someone
who’s paying a lot of attention, and
who’s trained their animal to behave
properly,” she said.

The young leaders are assessed on how
quickly they can perform the tasks the
judge asks of them, ones which should
be simple if an animal is well trained
and the leader is paying attention.

Training kids to be the best cattle
handlers possible is a focus for Alex
with her strong background in doing so
and her vast judging experience leading
to the chance to judge Showmanship at
International Dairy Week.

Originally from Ontario in Canada
and growing up on a multi-enterprise
family farm with dairy cattle, draught
horses, sheep and beef cattle, her pas-
sion for dairy started at a young age.

Alex undertook the 4-H program, a
development initiative in Canada for
youth in agriculture, with judging one
of the areas she was exposed to.

“It was something I really enjoyed so I
pursued it,” she said.

Judging has offered extensive travel
opportunities including having officiat-
ed in every Australian state apart from
Western Australia.

Alex used to be heavily involved in
running youth camps at the Melbourne
Showgrounds for those aged between
16 and 21 with each participant being
assigned a partially broken in heifer to
lead.

Clinics were offered on showing, lead-
ing, clipping, presenting and judging
and each youth practised with their
heifer throughout the camp culminat-
ing in a Showmanship competition.

While there are still youth camps run-
ning for younger participants aged un-
der 15, increasing costs and resultant
sponsorship shortfalls eventually end-
ed such opportunities for older teens.

“It was an amazing camp for keep-
ing people of that age engaged in our

By Andrew Paloczi

industry,” Alex said feeling the reten-
tion rate in dairy has diminished as
a result of the camp’s discontinuation
with some in the affected age group
drawn to other pursuits.

Still Alex continues to inspire young
handlers noting they need to “practise,
practise, practise” with their calf while
being mindful calves can get bored
with always doing the same thing in the
same place so variety is important.

“They like to practise with other
calves, so sometimes it’s good to have
a sibling or a friend come and practise
with you because you can each have a
calf,” Alex said.

With shows being confronting for
calves it's advisable to get them accus-
tomed to different distractions during
training be that other people, dogs or
machinery so your animal won't be eas-
ily spooked in the show ring.

Alex and her husband Darien bought
their Mardan dairy property about four
years ago after share farming and leas-
ing around Gippsland for 15 years.

They run 200 Jerseys and 100 Hol-
steins, Darien having grown up on a
Jersey farm while Alex was raised on a
Holstein property.

She said the current mix of cattle
feels like the right one.

While juggling dairy farming, family

life and judging might seem like plenty %

to manage Alex also works as Solutions
Coordinator at Semex managing all its
mating programs and genomic testing.

“Genomic testing is taking a tissue
sample from an animal, in our case a
dairy calf, and that sample gets anal-
ysed; from the tissue, we can read the
predicted outcomes of that calf, so how
much milk they’re going to give, wheth-
er they’re going to have disease issues,
where they're going to excel and where
they might have downfalls,” she said.

That can alter breeding and animal
management decisions and even wheth-
er the farmer wants to keep working
with a particular animal.

Alex came to Australia in 2007 to
study at Marcus Oldham College in
Geelong earning an Associate Degree in
Agribusiness having initially intended
to stay for a year but deciding to extend
her study commitment.

She got a job, met her husband and
has firmly established herself Down
Under having settled in as a South
Gippslander.

140 ve
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m=nx 36 BRIDGE STREET, KORUMBURRA
PH: 5655 1133

www.alexscott.com.au

LIVESTOCK AGENTS,LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENTS,
PROPERTY MANAGERS, AUCTIONEERS

Livestock Sales

KORUMBURRA FOSTER
David Ryan 0408 311 895  Dick Faulkner 0408 595 174
Brian Vuillermin 0429 436 040
 LEONGATHA WONTHAGGI
Dane Perc_:zyk - Livestock Manager 0408 176 063 Rob Ould - Livestock Manager 0408 595 183
Jack Curtis 0427762670 payid Holden 0428 749 390
Neil Darby - Livestock Manager 0418595265 'MOGENFICE  op l ENHAM 5
Terry Aheamn 0438562816  David Setches - Livestock Manager 0409 443 473
Jordan Sim 0448 058 435  Glenn Barwick 0408 975 476
Mark Malacarne 0418 654 590  Morgan Croucher 0457 001 877
Georgie Snell 0417 100 657  Tim Gibson 0420 306 599
Real Estate Sales
KORUMBURRA LEONGATHA MELBOURNE LAND
Scott McKenzie 0427 552898 Andrew Newton 0402 940 320 Matt Koster 0474 781 711
WONTHAGGI Peter Dwyer 0428 855 244 COWES
- Emily Hillberg 0422622299 (00 pyi 0419 337 441
Phillip Hanley 0417 140 508 ; reg rrice
) Tony Giles 0407 528 192 . )

Cal Nation 0439334163 o Huther 0418 334 801 Brian Silver 0407 347 509
Mick Chambers 0418 349 783 George Grigg 0458 478 308
WARRAGUL

GRANTVILLE
Angus Hall 0466 326 487 Alan Steenholdt 0409 423 822 . V!ENUS BAY
PAKENHAM Daniel Lawrie 0417 631 252
INVERLOCH ) Sue Lawrie 0419 885 489
Marni Lee Redmond 0403 525 413 1om Gibson 0438 574 472
BERWICK LANG LANG KOO WEE RUP
Tom Gibson 0438 574 472 Scott McKenzie 0427 552 898 Jason Ross 0408 285 678
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ON THE LAND

MARKET REPORT

Brought to you by...
CLAAS Harvest Cenire oumans

Prices lift up to $200

at Leongatha store sale
By SGSAA

NUMBERS eased back this week with
around 2,100 head on offer, down from
780 on last week. Quality was very good
overall highlighted by Phelan & Hender-
son’s annual feature run of weaners.

A strong crowd was on hand with most
local agencies active and a couple of feed-
lot orders filled on suitable lines. Prices
lifted across most grades improving by up
to $100 with a few standout sales jumping
as much as $200 per head where the qual-
ity was there.

Leongatha Store Sale on Thursday, Feb. 26, 2026
Steers

Eye Site P/L, 10 Angus 666kg $4.71 $3140
JF Hargreaves, 8 Angus 573kg $4.86 $2790
Forrester & Mitchell, 13 Angus 557kg $4.75 $2650
Forrester & Mitchell, 14 Angus 543kg $4.78 $2600
M Cochrane, 12 Angus & BB 494kg $4.79 $2370
CW Littlejohn, 9 Angus 454kg  $4.84 $2200
Hillside Past, 18 Angus 447kg $4.69 $2100
J & S Kelly, 11 Angus 425kg  $4.70 $2000
Hillside, 20 Angus 422kg $4.50 $1900
P & T Bailey, 15 Angus 412kg  $5.07 $2090
TLoyola’, 17 Angus 410kg $4.97 $2040
NK Epp, 20 Angus 408kg $4.89 $2000
Cw Littlejohn, 9 Angus 402kg $4.69 $1890
MJ Jeffrey, 24 Angus 396kg $4.67 $1850
TLoyola’, 15 Angus 373kg $4.91 $1830
NK Epp, 16 Angus 363kg $5.03 $1830
Md Gordon, 12 Angus 350kg $5.20 $1820
J & S Kelly, 11 Angus 331kg $5.31 $1760
MP Lee, 23 Angus 319kg $5.45 $1740
MJ Jeffrey, 16 Angus 317kg $5.45 $1730
J Sharp, 11 Angus 295kg  $5.38 $1590
Heifers:

P & T Bailey, 10 Angus 521kg $4.53 $2360
Hillside, 13 Angus 419kg $4.41 $1850
Re Kuch, 23 Angus 418kg $4.73 $1980
Re Kuch, 10 Angus 381kg $4.46 $1700
R & M Lane, 9 Angus 374kg $3.55 $1330
P & S Joyce, 14 Angus 345kg $3.91 $1350
MP Lee, 14 Angus 333kg $4.44 $1480
MJ Jeffrey, 9 Angus 333kg $4.20 $1400
Md Gordon, 10 Angus 323kg $4.14 $1340
J Sharp, 11 Angus 293kg $3.88 $1140
MJ Jeffrey, 15 Angus 269kg $4.12 $1110
Crossbreds:

Jelbart Dairy, 19 Fre Strs 517kg $3.86 $2000
Jelbart Dairy, 20 Fre Strs 71kg  $3.80 $1790
D & G Albanese, 14 Angx Strs  350kg  $4.62 $1620
Southside Past, 3 Angus X Hfrs 423kg $4.13 $1750

Lardner Park Calf Market Report
Monday, February 23, 2026

Jersey & JETSEY X.vvvvrrrrirereannnnn $22 to $38
Friesian BullS ........cocovveiennnt. $42 to $200
Beef BullS......cooooeeevvivneeeennnn, $80 to $280
Beef Heifers ........ $30 to $185
Friesian Heifers .......cccooeeeevvvieeeenninnn. $100

Number of Calves: 105
Number purchased to rear: 48

The cost effective way to buy your seed

BASS COAST

Trevor Aplin
8-14 Hade Avenue, BASS
basscoastseedsupplies@gmail.com

AF0121

Loecal

farming
news

South Gippsland
and Bass Coast

Sentinel-Times
F I

www.sgst.com.au

By Andrew Paloczi

IMPRESSIVE steer prices
across the board made for an
exciting Leongatha Store Sale
for sellers on Thursday.

Sentinel-Times saw auction-
eers Brian McCormack (Nu-
trien SGL), Jarrod Bennetts
(Everitt Seeley & Bennetts),
Jimmy Kyle (SEJ) and Simon
Henderson (Phelan & Hender-
son & Co) all achieving strong
results.

Mr Bennetts sold a pen of
11 Angus steers weighed at
605 kilos for $4.85 a Kkilo
at $2,940 a head to Nutrien
SGL, Bass Valley Pastoral of
Woodleigh the vendor.

He achieved $4.94 a kilo on
a pen of 10 Angus steers from
S Jacques, also in Woodleigh,
weighing 526 kilos on average
and being knocked down for
$2,600 a head to commission
buyer Campbell Ross.

Nutrien's Mr McCormack
sold a pen of 11 Angus steers
averaging 331 kilos from
J&S Kelly of Korumburra for
$1,760 a head to ESB, a re-
turn of $5.31 per Kilo.

Mr Kyle made $4.60 a kilo
on a pen of 11 Angus steers
with plenty of weight, tipping
the scales at 690 kilos on av-
erage, those animals selling to
Mr Ross for $3,180 a head,
the vendors being JW Moore
and KLN McRae of Leongatha.

A slightly lighter pen of six
Angus steers from the same
vendor, weighed at 644 Ki-
los, achieved $4.65 per Kkilo
at 83,000 per head, while 15
black steers from Mooney
View in Ruby, averaging 563
kilos, managed $4.92 a Kkilo at
$2,770, going to Nutrien.

It wasn't only black steers
performing strongly.

Mr Henderson sold a pen of
20 Hereford steers from Stu-
art Investments for $5.31 a
kilo at $1,750 apiece, averag-
ing 329 kilos, another pen of
20 of Tony Stuart’s Herefords
averaging 384 Kkilos going for
$2,000 each at $5.20 a kilo.

Like the other livestock
agents in action, Mr Hender-
son also had plenty of appeal-
ing Angus cattle to sell, a run
of pens from KD Opray in
Hedley among the highlights.

They made up to $5.16 a
kilo, when 15 steers averag-
ing 463 kilos went for $2,390
a head.

Vendor Scott Bentley and his livestock agent Jake Anthony
of Phelan & Henderson & Co are happy with Thursday’s

buoyant market. AO6_0926

Patrick Bloomer of Poowong is pleased with the prices
he got for his steers at Thursday’s Leongatha Store Sale.

A07_0926

Another Opray pen of 14
steers made $5.11 per Kkilo on
animals weighing slightly less
at an average 450 kilos, those
achieving $2,300 each.

Sentinel-Times saw six pens
of Opray steers sell, all achiev-
ing strong prices with many of
those animals snapped up by
Mr Ross.

In total, 98 Opray steers
sold, averaging 446 kilos and
$2,214 a head at $4.96 per
kilo.

While in much smaller num-
bers, heifers from Opray also
performed strongly.

A total of 27 Black Baldy
and Angus heifers from that
vendor averaged $2,076 and
442 kilos at $4.69 per Kilo.

Scott Bentley of Poowong
was one of the happy vendors,
achieving healthy prices for
the couple of pens of Angus
steers Mr Henderson sold for
him.

Wellington Livestock

Unjoined Friesian heifers,

180kg plus at delivery, $1,300
Delivery Portland early April,
Tagging now, China protocol

v/ more EXPORT ORDERS
v/ more LIFESTOCK OPTIONS
v/ more MONEY IN YOUR POCKET
v/ more LOYALTY & BETTER SERVICE

ABS Direct: Cattle processed from Friday to Friday

A pen of 15 weighed at 390
kilos made $4.82 a Kilo,
selling for $1,880 a head,
while 13 averaging 312 kilos
achieved $4.58 a kilo, going
for $1,430 apiece.

Mr Bentley’s heifers also
achieved excellent prices.

A pen of 17 averaging 277
kilos went for $1,300 a head
at $4.68 per kilo.

“It'll give me a little bit more
room at home,” Mr Bentley
said after selling the steers,
looking forward to using that
extra paddock space to grow
more fodder that will feed this
year’s calves after they are
weaned soon.

Having had 24mm of rain
in recent days and 12mm the
week before gives him confi-
dence the grass will take off
well, with warm weather con-
tinuing and good soil temper-
atures.

“You can already see a green

tinge,” Mr Bentley said, noting
that while the recent rain has
been good for grass growth,
it has been insufficient to get
any runoff into dams.

He runs 120 breeders, all
Angus cows, predominantly
using Artificial Insemination,
but also having his own bulls
to avoid the need for a costly
second round of Al

His steers sold on Thursday
featured Millah Murrah Rem-
brandt blood.

He said using such high-
quality bulls is key to improv-
ing genetics.

“Improving genetics, you get
more eye muscle and you get
more beef, so they put on a
few more kilos than your nor-
mal run of the mill,” Mr Bent-
ley explained.

He cell grazes, an intensive
rotational system, moving his
cattle regularly and ensuring
they always have new pasture
and pasture health is main-
tained.

Mr Bentley mentioned the
help he receives from live-
stock agent Jake Anthony of
Phelan & Henderson & Co, Mr
Anthony speaking about what
goes into preparing cattle and
presenting them for sale.

He appraises the cattle and
offers advice on the optimal
weight to sell them at based
on the current market, in-
cluding monitoring the inter-
national market.

Effective drafting into suit-
able lines is an important as-
pect of presenting the animals
for sale, aiming for consis-
tency.

Patrick Bloomer was anoth-
er happy vendor at Thursday’s
Store Sale, SEJ’s Mr Kyle sell-
ing 32 of his Angus steers that
averaged 495 kilos for $2,420
each, or $4.88 a kilo.

He bought the steers out of
Naracoorte in South Australia
about 16 months ago, usu-
ally aiming to purchase cattle
weighing in the 200 to 250
kilo bracket and get them to
feeder weight.

Mr Bloomer generally likes
to buy and sell on the same
market.

While he recently bought
some cattle privately, he
hadn’'t succeeded in acquir-
ing any at the Store Sale when
he spoke to Sentinel-Times,
saying he had a crack but the
prices went too high.

250+ kc/pw

LIVESTOCK RATES

WANTED TO LEASE
Grazing Land

Top Price Paid Up Front
Call: Alan 0418 866 496
Leading South Gippsland Grazier

100 AcCres -

AFO111

$7.60

200 o 249

$7.50

160 1 199

$7.00

120 10 159

$5.00

BULLS PLEASE CALL
FOR A BOOKING

BEN BOULTON 0488 445 467

1 OFFICE: 0429 445 461 www.wellingtonlivestock.net
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ELECTRIC FENCE
ENERGIZER
REPAIRS

Paul Vassil

(Formerly Vassil Electronics)
38 Lower Gordon St,

0408 515 184

Korumburra

JA21217




ON THE LAND

Irrigation incentives expanded
for Gippsland farmers

FARMERS across the entire Lake Wel-
lington Catchment can now access sup-
port to design and upgrade their irriga-
tion systems through an expanded state
government program.

The Irrigation Efficiency Incentives
Program previously operated only in the
Macalister Irrigation District but has
been extended to help more irrigators
plan improvements that boost water ef-
ficiency and reduce environmental im-
pact.

The Macalister Irrigation District is
one of the largest and most productive
irrigation areas in Victoria covering ap-
proximately 53,000 hectares of irrigated
farmland near Maffra, Stratford and
Sale.

It is the largest irrigation area south
of the Great Dividing Range and plays
a crucial role in the state’s agricultural
economy with major products including
milk, dairy products, fodder crops, veg-
etables and beef.

About a third of Victoria's dairy pro-
duction comes from Gippsland repre-
senting 19 per cent of Australia’s dairy
output.

The incentive covers 75 per cent of the
cost of an updated irrigation farm plan
up to $45 per hectare for design only or
$90 per hectare for survey and design
capped at $10,000.

Agriculture Victoria Irrigation Exten-
sion Officer Stephanie Veskoukis said
tailored options are available for farms
with specialised requirements.

“A well-prepared plan improves water-
use efficiency, reduces nutrient losses
and ensures works meet statutory re-
quirements,” Ms Veskoukis said.

“For farmers involved in the program,
increased confidence is one of the most
consistent outcomes.

“Farmers really value the independent
advice and support they receive at every
stage of the farm planning process.”

Gippsland farmers can now access

support for irrigation efficiency
planning across the Lake Wellington
Catchment.

Kilmany beef producer Phillip Padula
approached the program seeking help
to design a complex reuse and drainage
system that had to navigate native veg-
etation and waterways.

“It was a lot easier than what I thought
it would have been,” Mr Padula said.

“I thought it could have been a night-
mare, but it has been really easy to work
with the team.”

West Gippsland Catchment Manage-
ment Authority Statutory Waterways Of-
ficer Gavin Prior said collaboration be-
tween farmers, planners and agencies is
central to the program’s success.

“I think it is so good for the farmers,
seeing us all work together to try and
remove some of the so-called red tape
and be efficient and considerate of their
time,” Mr Prior said.

The program is administered by Agri-
culture Victoria in partnership with the
West Gippsland Catchment Management
Authority with funding from the Sustain-
able Irrigation Program.

Lot 3 Wattlewood Vroom V8.

Wattlewood Angus annual bull sale

WATTLEWOOD Angus is gearing up for
its annual bull sale on Thursday, March
5 at 4pm at the stud’s new sale venue at
Lang Lang,

The sale follows a successful Beef Week
Open Day and Bull Sale Preview where
visitors were impressed by the new pur-
pose-built complex and the quality of
bulls on offer.

Wattlewood is looking forward to host-
ing the sale in the new setting that has
come to fruition after months of evolving
ideas, intensive labour and appreciated
support. The venue was well received at
the recent open day where visitors loved
what had been created.

Positive comments from past buyers,
new visitors and livestock agents high-
lighted the bulls’ sound structure, shape
and quiet temperament, something John
and Fiona Glover have become renowned
for over decades of operating their stud.

“Despite the hard start to spring that
Gippsland experienced the bulls have
come along really well,” Fiona said.

“They are just so easy doing,

“They have had all their vaccines and
boosters that make them Immune Ready

compliant along with having passed se-
men testing and being genotyped.

“Producers can buy with confidence.”

When selecting genetics Wattlewood
prioritises great feet and leg structure,
low to moderate birth weights and bal-
anced EBVs.

Any animals with ill temperament are
not tolerated.

The end product is also a major con-
sideration with the stud looking for
animals with high carcass qualities like
intramuscular fat and feed efficiency.

Wattlewood is also bringing back its
after-sale bull care program where if re-
quested the team will travel to adminis-
ter annual vaccination boosters for new
Wattlewood bulls.

“We place a lot of emphasis on our
breeding herd,” Mrs Glover said.

“That is theoretically where 50 per cent
of the next generation come from.

“We love our cows and want longevity
in our herd and breed for this accord-
ingly.”

Wattlewood welcomes attendees to
stick around after the sale for nibbles
and light refreshments.

Renowned soil educator to deliver workshop

SOUTH Gippsland farm-
ers and land managers will
have the opportunity to
learn from internationally
respected soil and plant
health educator Joel Wil-
liams who is visiting the
region to present two prac-
tical workshops on regen-
erative farming,

Hosted by the South
Gippsland Landcare Net-
work the sessions will be
held on Tuesday, March 10
in Meeniyan.

The morning workshop
Soils in Transition will in-
troduce key soil health and
regenerative agriculture
principles exploring strat-
egies to improve fertiliser
efficiency, build soil fertil-
ity through diversity and
strengthen long-term soil
regeneration.

The afternoon session
will focus on biostimu-
lants and biofertilisers
with participants learning
how these products work
within the soil and plant
microbiome.

Best-practice application
methods will be covered
with examples including
humics, kelp, molasses
and microbial inoculants.

The workshops  will
provide science-based
independent education
designed to help produc-
ers better understand the
biological processes un-
derpinning productive and
resilient farming systems.

Mr Williams is known for
translating complex soil
science into practical on-
farm insights drawing on
international research and
real-world case studies.

The workshops aim to
build farmer confidence,
supportinformed decision-
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Renoﬁe& soil eductor Joel Williams will deliver

workshops on regenerative farming in Meeniyan.

making and encourage
knowledge sharing across
the South Gippsland agri-
cultural community.

With dairy and beef pro-
duction the backbone of
the local economy and in-
creasing pressure on farm-
ers to reduce input costs
while maintaining produc-
tivity the workshops offer
practical tools relevant
to everyday farming deci-
sions.

South Gippsland’s high-
rainfall environment and
volcanic  soils provide
strong foundations for
regenerative  approaches
with local producers in-
creasingly exploring bio-
logical farming methods to
complement conventional

practices.

The South Gippsland
Landcare Network repre-
sents 16 local Landcare
groups and more than 600
members working across
270,000 hectares of farm-
land, bush and waterways.

In the past year alone
more than 31,000 trees
were planted across the re-
gion supporting healthier
farms and ecosystems.

New participants are wel-
come to attend and join the
region’s growing conversa-
tion around regenerative
and biologically-informed
agriculture.

Registration is essen-
tial. Visit www.sgln.net.au/
event-calendar for more
information.

EVLX - LEONGATHA

STORE SAL
1750 care 175

THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 2026 - Starting at 9am

GROWN STEERS

Gus Macauley, Alberton West (ELDERS)

60 Angus steers, 2 yo, GF & ABF

J & B Gathercole, Glengarry (ALEX SCOTT)

45 Angus mixed sex weaners, 10-12 mths

Sparta & Latrobe Park blood

J & 0 Currie, Drouin South (ELDERS)

35 Angus mixed sex weaners, 10 mths

WJ Horner, Woolamai (ALEX SCOTT)

20 Angus steers, 10-12 mths

By ‘Wattlewood Tenacious’ bulls, out of ‘Te Mania’
cows, weaned, 2 x 5in1, Coppernate, Selovin LA inj.

D & T Pamment, Poowong (ELDERS)
35 Angus steers, 26-27 mths

13 Hereford steers, 22 mths

Aurora Racing, Lang Lang (ELDERS)
15 Angus steers, 18 mths

Wanjo Consulting, Loch (ELDERS)

12 Angus steers, 20-22 mths

Forrest Herbs P/L, Nyora (ELDERS)

10 Angus steers, 18-22 mths, GF & ABF

JOINED FEMALES & COWS AND CALVES

D Somerville, Moe (ELDERS)
14 Hereford cows, 6-7 yo, full Injermira blood

GROWN HEIFERS PTIC to Injermira Bull to calve July/Aug

Aurora Racing, Lang Lang (ELDERS)

15 Angus heifers, 18 mths

Forrest Herbs P/L, Nyora (ELDERS)

8 Angus & Angus X heifers 18-22 mths, GF & ABF

BULLS

Tibooburra Angus, Hoddles Creek (ELDERS)
2 Angus Bulls, 16 mths, registered

WEANERS

Trandara, Erica (ELDERS)
100 Angus steer weaners, Leawood blood

g
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Leongatha college to receive $1.89 million for campus expansion

Community College Gippsland CEO Dale
Member for Eastern Victoria Tom
McIntosh and ECG Secondary College Principal

Gemmell,

Russel Praetz.

COMMUNITY College
Gippsland will receive
$1.89 miillion to build five
additional classrooms, an
outdoor learning area and
two hardcourts at its ECG
Secondary College campus
in Leongatha.

The funding was an-
nounced by Member for
Eastern Victoria Tom Mcln-
tosh with the school one of
nine independent schools
across Victoria to share
$26.2 million in the latest
round of the $450 million
Building Fund for Non-
Government Schools.

ECG Secondary College
is the independent second-
ary school of Community
College Gippsland provid-

education for students in
Years 9 to 12.

The Leongatha campus
was established in 2015
with just nine students and
has grown to serve more
than 75 offering an alterna-
tive learning environment
for young people who may
not thrive in traditional
school settings.

Mr McIntosh said the in-
vestment recognised the
school’s role in the local
community.

“ECG Secondary College
provides another practical
option to local kids to com-
plete their education with

Community College
Gippsland CEO Dale Gem-
mell said the funding rep-
resented a transformative
opportunity for the Leon-
gatha campus.

“This funding allows us
to create modern, engaging
learning spaces and out-
door areas that inspire stu-
dents,” Mr Gemmell said.

“It will enable us to con-
tinue providing safe, inclu-
sive and stimulating spaces
where students can thrive.

“The Leongatha expan-
sion not only increases
student places but also
strengthens our ongoing

The Leongatha campus
serves  students  from
across South Gippsland
including Korumburra,
Mirboo North and sur-
rounding farming commu-
nities.

Community College
Gippsland has been op-
erating in the region for
more than 40 years deliv-
ering education, training
and community programs
across South Gippsland
and West Gippsland.

Education Minister Ben
Carroll said with more
than a third of Victorian
students attending Catho-

ing flexible and supportive

comprehensive support commitment to improv- lic or independent schools
and I am glad to see this ing facilities that sup- itisimportant all children
investment in their campus port learning, wellbe- have access to first-class
in Leongatha,” he said. ing and engagement.” educational facilities.

TRADESX;SERVICES

AIR CONDITIONING

SAVE UP TO $5,000
WHEN YOU REPLACE YOUR
GAS DUCTED HEATING

Ask us how!

‘ MITSUBISHI
AV ELECTRIC
DIAMOND DEALER

SALE, INSTALLATION
& REPAIR

" citytocoastair.com

‘-\‘&MF;‘; AU39230 0400 001 465

AIR CONDITIONING

HM11363

COASTAL

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

@ Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

AU22840

PDAIKIN

HM6629

BUILDER

Renovating your bathroom?
We specialise in bathroom
renovations and general
carpentry.

LB1093

David Cowan
Builder

0425 81443 CoWAN

Reg. DB-L71510

DIRECTORY

CARPET CLEANING
Bt

_* Carpets * Tiles ¢ Cars
.* Upholstery » Mattressesi..-
Reasonable rates and friendly service.

Call David Britt today

0400 907 201 ./

HM6631

CURTAINS & BLINDS

dc b value in every dollar

JA19734

Il curtains I blinds

B shutters

dollar curtains ' blinds

21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi 5672 2915
www.dollarcurtainsandblinds.com.au

% outdoor

BUILDER

VANDERMEER & SONS

Over 25 years experience
Bathrooms a speciality
* Decking * Concrete retainer walls ¢ Kitchens
* Bathrooms - Plastering ¢ Painting
* Pergolas ¢ Renovations
* Doors & window installation ¢ Built-in robes
PAUL VANDERMEER
Mobile: 0427 750 568
FREE QUOTES

V0124

|/ ceanine

DOMESTIC & BUSINESS

® Dusting, vacuuming and mopping
® Kitchens ® Bathroom and toilets
® \Window Cleaning
WE ARE PROFESSIONAL AND METICULOUS
6 YEARS EXPERIENCE

HLP DOMESTICS CALL 0452068 588

JA23748

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

Bass Coast

8 HVAC

Heating & A/C install and maintenance
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
Nick 0421 170 827

nick(@basscoasthvac.com.au

ASPHALTING

ASPHALT

Schoolgrounds, Driveways
Carparks & repairs

Mike Rowley 0411 412 707

66 Nardoo Street, Cape Paterson 3995

BOOKKEEPING

J L BAS &
BOOKKEEPING
SOLUTIONS

BAS Agent
26280606

Julie Appleyard
0429 425 252
info@jlbbs.com.au

Xero Advisor

r2 SCHMIDTBUILDERS

TRADITIONAL QUALITY CARPENTRY
Specialising in: ® Extensions
e Renovations ® New Homes
Decks & Pergolas
e Stairs-Internal & External

V0088

e Private Jetties ® Retaining Walls

Adam Schmidt 0418 139 352

ABN 75092084574
aschmidtbuilders@bigpond.com

BUILDER

Beachley Constructions

Trusted Local Family Builders
Commercial & Domestic
New Builds & Renovations
In-house design advice

AF0097

Phone Jessica 0418 415151 Z¢EiE
www.beachley.construction GiEes

CONCRETING

REINFORCED CONCRETE
SOUTH GIPPSLAND

For all your

concreting needs
Phone: 0447 137 009

Email:
reinforcedconcreteaustralia@gmail.com

}
IBASS COAST

CONCRETING

oY1 950 640

HM9644

DECK RESTORATION

DeckSeal

Specialists in restoration
& preservation of timber decks 3

Residential & Commercial |

BEFORE

DINGO SERVICES

® Dingo (rubber tracks) ® 2 ton excavator
® Bucket work ® Post hole boring
® Rotary Hoe

® Trenching

Operating locally
since 2001

0408 387722

E€ARTHMOVING & TREES

EARTH MOVING & TREES

TREVOR BUNN 0427 572 270
E: tbunn@outlook.com.au k%% %% Five star rated

HM2969

*Building, cleaning, and repairing dams.
*Tracks, levelling, and general earth works.
* Excavating, loading, carting fill or stone.
* Experienced at tree felling.

* Cleaning up trees for logging, burning,
or chipping (no charge for chipping.)

AF0103

BUILDER

Hﬂﬁh

Hrod MoCornuack Homes

el

Specialist builder of period style custom homes.

JEN1971

0428 496 266 £

brad@bradmccormackhomes.com.au  CDB-U 66015
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CONCRETING

SG CONCRETING ...
LANDSCAPING : @

House Slabs - Driveways
Shed Floors - Paths
Retaining Walls

Property Maintenance
s.g.concreting@hotmail.com

IAN 0431105213

' E Your local electrical experts:

- New Builds & Renovations
- Switchboard Upgrades
- TV, Data & Home Networking
- Lighting Design & Installation
- Maintenance & Repairs
- Fault Finding & Fixes
- 24/7 Emergency Service

JE JOEL 0412 950 720

joel@jselectricians.com.au
ELECTRICIANS \\\v\v jselectricians.com.au

HM13259




ELECTRICIAN
REC 32780

*+ 24/7 Emergency
Electricians

* Domestic

« Commercial

+ Backup generators

* Renovations

* Undergrounds

+ Switchboard upgrades

James 0402 135 292

allaboutelectricalcontracting.com.au

AF0088

ALL ABOUT

ELECTRICAL

CONTRACTING

| nveieneservices
medico

Q

* (Collection of clinical and related waste including sharps
* Servicing ALL washroom related products NEED
. f— A SOLUTION?
- Sanitary units, nappy units WE HAVE IT!
- Air freshener units, W/C & urinal deep cleans
* FREE clinical and related waste audits Servicing all of
o i dantis . isnosal servi Victoria and Southern
Confidential document disposal service Now South Wales
Phone:1800 medico (1800 633 426)

www.medicoservices.com.au 100% Australian owned and operated

HYGIENE SERVICES
WASTE DISPOSAL

LB0700

TRADESX;SERVICES

DIRECTORY

PICTURE FRAMING

Arllite Framing

CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING LEONGATHA

» Artworks « Photos

» Posters « Float Frames
- Jerseys and Objects

0 Phone Angela 0418 360 988
= angela@picframing.com

ME0627

ELECTRONICS

James Dell

10 Ashenden Street
Leongatha, Vic, 3953

5662 3891
admin@gardnerelectronics.com.au

Gardner Electronics

Security/Access control « CCTV » TV
* Data/Phone * Home Theatre * PA

& CARPET ONE

g A
y heautifully for les

LB0703

AR
« PRl

LET US GIVE YOU A QUOTE

carpetone.com.au
21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi 5
5672 2915 2
B
ot

Ask us about our patios.
Your local, qualified project specialist.
Permits, construction. 1Ist class service.

Contact Gavin 0433 902 969
www.gippslandgarages.com
FREE QUOTES Site visits subject to T&C'’s.

VACUUM
GUTTER CLEANING

Tree Pruning & Removals | Solar Panel Cleaning
Fully insured and 20 years experience

IMPACT\

Phone Lochie
TREES & GUTTERS \ }

0417 315 846
Vacuum Gutter Cleaning | Tree Pruning & Removals impacttg@bigpond.com

JA23310

LB1002

Servicing all areas I

HOME & GARDEN

Gippsland Home & Garden Maintenance

» Lawns - small acreages, large residential blocks

 Customised holiday property packages
» Seasonal fruit tree pruning

e Complete bathroom reno’s

JEN1407

by qualified tradesman Yeours of ql/W‘W
« Tiling, painting, experlence
pressure cleaning John 0414 917 468

Call now for a quote!

LANDSCAPING & CONCRETING
A.B LANDSCAPING

e Retaining Walls e Paving
e Small Brick Repairs
e Concreting e Landscaping

SMALL JOBS WELCOME
Phone Andrew 0408 822 263

LAWN MOWING
............ .

Q Call 131 546

’ v FREE QUOTES
Jim's BT v Fully insured
Mowing

v Police checked
v/ OH&S compliant
Need it Done?
Jimi's the One

v All work guaranteed
Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning, hedging,
rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, weeding,
mulching, odd jobs
Www.jimsmowing.com.au

JEN2335

‘

F

MECHANICAL S & REPAIRS
WELSHPOOL

OUTDOORS
.[Ejph: 03 5688 1304

ME0288

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT n
WORKSHOP REPAIRS
ORIGIN GAS DELIVERIES ~ @rngm

welshpooloutdoors@bigpond.com.au
19 Main Street, Welshpool, VIC, 3966

Wontl‘-ra'_'gg'i-_é
surrounding are
FREE QUOTE.

BRUSH STROKES
PAINTING SERVICE

F 3 ——— e

- - =
No job oo small ™.

MIKE FERNLEY

V0144

0488 158 556

Bass coast .1.
HOME MAINTENANCE 1
& IMPROVEMENTS

For all repairs and
improvements to your home.
Quality workmanship at affordable prices.

Call Peter: 0466 115 776

Registered Builder - No: DB-U 4466

£

LB1296

PAINTER / DECORATOR

M & J PAINTING

All aspects of painting
SPECIALISING IN
PRE-SALE MAKEOVERS &
Commercial/Scheduled maintenance
Reliable and prompt

Call Mal 0448 101 771

LB0382

PLUMBER

o= H

GIPPSLAND

Plumbing and Gasfitting
Ph: 0437 759 224
gippslandplumbing@gmail.com

Licence #47236

ABN: 703 832 950 39 Steven Mizzi

ROOF RESTORATION

$.0.5.ROOFING

YOUR LOCAL ROOFER
¢ Find and fix leaks ® Roof repainting
* Roofing repointing ¢ Valley renewal
* Roof demossing ¢ Guttering ¢ Gutter cleaning

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Call Steve 0412 160 071

JEN1982

South Gippsland
Security Services

* Patrols * Guards * Alarm responses
* Alarm monitoring
Your local security company for
Leongatha, Korumburra & district
Call Peter & Lesley Allman 5662 4280
Mob. 0427 516 317. Fax 5662 4259.
Lic. No. 655-194-505  sgsecurity@bigpond.com

JEN1988

Islandenergy

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID
- CRE"

1300534110 __

STEEL & ROOFING SUPPLIES

McRae Engineering

GENERAL FABRICATION, STRUCTURAL STEEL,
FARM AND EARTHMOVING,
MACHINERY REPAIRS, SHEDS, DAIRIES ETC.

LB0165

LB0702

CONSIGER IT BGHE | SHamid =

DELIVERIES ARRANGED OR PICK UPS WELCOME

5664 7408 | 0427 343 498 | 134 Whitelaw St, Meeniyan
shaun@mcraeengineering.net.au

STUMP GRINDING

Only stump grinding
is a fast, reliable and
affordable service
that can cover any
type of stump no
matter the size.

CALL BRENT ON 0456 293 956
FOR A FREE QUOTE TODAY

Email: onlystumpgrinding98@gmail.com

e Sy

AF0118

APOLLO TILING

WALL & FLOOR
WATERPROOFING & SCREEDING

Servicing Nyora, Loch and Korumburra

DA
NORM HOLLIER

* Lopping * Clear Felling

* Firewood Sawing * Stump Grinding

* Tree Removal * Rubbish Removal
* Fully Insured

0438 636 201
===

e
& C
* Over 10 years

aEEs‘fT’nEEs
i expertise.

* Firewood Sales
* Tree care and advice * Pruning
* Removal « Mulching « Stump grinding

CALL BRENDAN RYAN 0448169 258
A== =

Fully Insured

V0297

* Free Quotes.

* Qualified Arborist
and Fully Insured.

V0302

Contracting

Cherry Picker
Qualified Arborist
Qualified Climber
Chipper/Tree Removals

TREED SERVICE Stump Grinding

LB1032

www.treex.com.au
Office

0493 425 800

TREE SERVICES

Duane Thomas

0409 968 040

Gippsland
Tree Services

Matt Harris
0407 245 381

« Arborists - Large Ewp
» Mulching - Insured
» Tree Removals

JA23037

10+ Years Experience

Permanent
waste solutions

Call the commercial and residential
waste specialists today!

5672 2056

z HEEL—A—WA%'I;E

www.wheelawaste.com.au
EPA Registered RO00301404

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

& | WESTERNPORT

WINDOWS AND HOME MAINTENANCE

MARK
P: 0418 686 583

ALUMINIUM & TIMBER WINDOW REPLACEMENT
DECKS | PERGOLAS | VERANDAS

LB0384
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Pre-planning your
funeral really takes
the pressure off
loved ones at

a difficult time.

We've been helping

2| Hoddle Road Foster

|' 03 5682 2443
M GIPPSLAND

"‘ FUNERAL SERVICES

Gippslanders with care and
respect for over 125 years.

To find out more please call 1300 386 375 or visit gippslandfuneralservices.com.au

HERWSOE, FUHIRALS

Family owned and locally based Funeral
Directors. We bring 25 years experience
to families in Traralgon, Morwell,
Churchill, Moe, Trafalgar, Korumburra
and surrounding areas.

THE CHOICE IS YOURS

Practical, sensible and affordable.
We offer both at-need and pre-paid
funerals. Dignity and Respect, always.

CREMATION PACKAGES
FROM $3,300

www.harwoodfunerals.com.au
For 24/7 support 0405 669 532

JENC5061

Vhilleins

FUNERALS

A trusted name in
Wonthaggi for over 50 years

SERVICING ALL DISTRICTS
CHAPEL FACILITIES AVAILABLE

Services provided to suit your needs
OFFICE HOURS
9AM - 5PM MONDAY TO FRIDAY
Phone 5672 3123
102 Graham Street, Wonthaggi
www.milkinsfunerals.com.au

Funagdnla
darstraliz

HMC15019

I Iﬂn}dle "“E-ﬂ’ ”'lan_c_l_e_rscul
|

Locally owned

and operated by

Scott & Sharon
Anderson
.f‘ | 56721074

Carmg and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi
3085 Loch-Wonthaggi Road, Wonthaggi
(PO Box 35)

Cowes office (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171

Email: info@handafunerals.com.au
www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au

JENC5055

Pl Funerals
Ausirahs
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21ST BIRTHDAYS

ABIGAIL
FARMER

TURNS 21
TODAY!

DEATHS

CUFF, Pamela Joy:

Born 20.10.1937,
Passed away
23.02.2026.

Loving wife of Alan
(dec).

Adored mother to
Travis and Suzanne,
Brendan, Narelle and
lan and their families.

A private burial service
has been held.

DOWEL, Kristy Anne
(Kiddo):

07.02.1983 - 23.02.2026.

With broken hearts, we
announce the sudden
death of our beloved
daughter, Kristy
(Kiddo) Dowel, aged
43, on Monday,
February 23, 2026 at
the Victorian Heart
Hospital, Clayton.
Kiddo, cherished
eldest daughter of
Garry and Gail Dowel,
loving sister of Tracey
and Jac, and much-
loved sister-in-law to
Daniel and Aaron. She
was a proud and
devoted aunty to
Rhianna, Shelby, and
Kendra.

Affectionately known
as “Kookaburra”
by her dearly loved
partner Scott, Kristy
was the adored
Mumma of Ellie (17)
and Torah (15). Her
girls have lost an
irreplaceable link in
their family chain, a
love that can never be
replaced.

DEATHS

DOWEL, Kristy Anne
(Kiddo):
Treasured
granddaughter of
Trevor (dec) and Jean
Dowel, Ron Eaton
(dec), and Cherie
Knight.

Kristy was a bright light
in all our lives and in
the lives of all who
knew and loved her.
Her friendship circle
reached far and wide
- her kindness,
laughter, and beautiful
spirit will remain with
all of us - always!

To the many children
Kristy supported in her
working life, she was a
daily anchor, a mother
figure, an encourager,

a safe place, and a
true friend. Children
waited for her at the
school gate each day,
and they too will feel
her loss deeply.

Scott’s respected
family - Robert and
Gail Bernau (dec),
Scott’s sister Davina
and Nic Andre, and
their children Alita and
Zarah - are deeply
saddened and will hold
Kristy close in their
hearts.

Heartache will be felt
by aunties, uncles,
cousins and extended
families.

Kiddo, you will remain
in our broken hearts
and will always stay

loved and
remembered.

You are Our
Shining Star

Funeral details to
follow www.
nielsenfunerals.
com.au.
Warragul

EST 1530 UK
1882 AUSTRALIA
ABN 83 076 028 790
BARRY WAKLEY
SCULPTORS AND
MONUMENTAL MASONS

“Memorials of Distinction”

Solid Granite monuments in many
colors and designs to suit any budget.
Letter cutting and renovation.

JENC5057

18 Inverloch Road, Wonthaggi 5657 3341

info@barrywakleysculptor.com.au

HANDLEY FUHER.’L LS
)

Proudly supporting
families across the
Gippsland Region

Office & Chapel
24 Anderson Street, Leongatha
03 56 622 717

www.handleyfuneralservices.com.au

24 hours, 7 days a week
Member of Funerals Australia

JAC0099
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Servicing South Gippsland & Bass Coast
Just as we have in Gippsland for over 65 years

« Granite Memorials
« Renovations & Additions
« Plaques & Accessories

On-site and in-home appointments
Pensioner discounts

Jamie 0402 850 603
Lou 0400 076 736
Office 5134 2885
keenanmemorials@gmail.com
www.keenanmemorials.com.au

Lot th Creats That Final Gt

-

||‘-
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DEATHS

DOWEL,
Kristy Anne:

07.02.1983 - 23.02.2026.

Eldest granddaughter
of Trevor (dec.) and
Jean Dowel.

To know her was to
love her, she will be in
my heart forever.

Love Gran

DOWEL, Kristy Anne
(Kiddo):

Gone too soon but
always remembered.

Malcolm, Kay (dec.)
Boys and Partners.

DOWEL, Kristy Anne:

We are extremely
saddened to hear of
Kristy’s sudden
passing and wish to
provide our deepest
condolences to Richie
and their children.

Kristy was a valued
long-term player of the
Korumburra Basketball

Association and
represented both the

Wild Cats and CBL

Women'’s teams.

We also wish to
express our sincere
sympathy to the Dowel
Family. Garry and Gail
are Life Members and
have been significant
contributors to the
ongoing success of
Korumburra Basketball.

The Korumburra
Basketball Association
and Korumburra
Recreation Centre
Management
Committee inc.

VAN BREEMEN
(née Donovan),
Karren Marie:

23.10.1953 - 26.02.2026
Now at peace.

No more pain and
suffering.

Beloved wife of John
for 53 years.

Loved by family and
grandsons.

Reunited with Joyce,
Jim and Michael.

In God’s Care.

VAN BREEMEN
(née Donovan),
Karren Marie:

23.10.1953 - 26.02.2026.

So blessed to have
had you in my life. | will
miss you always. | will
cherish the memories
and our many years of

friendship.

Rest in love and peace
my dear friend.

Forever remembered,
Cindy xx

WATSON,
Murray Ronald:

1937 t0 21.02.2026
Passed away

peacefully at
Wonthaggi hospital.

Much loved Husband
of Gwenda Watson.

Much loved by Family
and Friends.

This is not Goodbye, Ill
see ya later. All my love
Gwen/ Thermo

DEATHS

WHYKES,
Geoffrey Kim:

Passed away
Thursday, February 19,
2026, peacefully at
Korumburra Hospital.

Loved and loving father
of eight children and
three step-sons.

Cherished partner of
Thao.

Loved former partner
and lifelong friend to
Judy and Trudy.

Proud Pop and much
loved member of a big,
blended family.

FUNERALS

VAN BREEMEN:
The Funeral Service
for Karren Marie Van

Breemen will be held at
Handley and Anderson
Chapel, 3085 Loch-

Wonthaggi Road,

Wonthaggi, next
Tuesday, March 10,

2026, commencing
at 11am.

A Private Cremation
will follow.

Karren'’s service will be
live streamed, go to
www.handleyand
andersonfunerals.
com.au.

Hans ||.--\.{|-:.l Yrulerson

WHYKES,
Geoffrey Kim:

A funeral service to
celebrate the life of Mr.
Geoffrey Kim Whykes
will be held at Stephen
Baggs Funeral Chapel,

613 Main Street,
Bairnsdale 3875,
Friday, March 5, 2026,
at 12pm.

The Butchers
Farewell:

A celebration of Geoff
Whykes will be held at
The Club Hotel
Bairnsdale on March 6,
2026. BYO dish that
reminds you of Geoff to
share, all welcome.

BEREAVEMENT
THANKS

HUTCHINSON,
Geoffrey:

Gaye and Claire Isabel
wish to thank those
who reached out with
condolences and
support following the
recent passing of
Geoff.

A very special thank
you to the McKnight
family and Les
Hutchinson, and also
to Sarah and Mandii of
Handley Funerals.

FOR SALE

TRAILER.

New specialty built
galvanised trailer. 6 x 4
with 450mm high
sides. Built in toolboxes
or just storage for
camping. Removable
front bar for furniture
etc. 6 leaf springs to
carry firewood or loam.
Complete with hard
shell roof top tent.
$5000 ONO,
0428 709 865.
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GARAGE SALES

ACCOMMODATION
WANTED

INVERLOCH:
52 Sandy Mount
Avenue. ACCOMMODATION
Saturday March 7, WANTED:
8am - 2pm. .
Bric-a-brac, linen and Single male

urgently requires

accommodation.
Ex teacher/childcare
worker, nonsmoker,

competent cook,
seeks arrangement.

Please call 5671 3258.

household items.

WONTHAGGI:
36 Wallace Street.
Saturday, March 7,

8am - 1pm.

AFC0554

WONTHAGGI:

23 Beveridge Close
Saturday, March 7,
8am - 2pm. Clothes,
tools and general
household items.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Ready to
Make

Changes?

USED CARS
TRUCKS & TRACTORS
AAAAAAAAAAAAA

CAR REMOVAL
WE PAY

Jason Crestani,
your local
Psychologist!
Over 28 years
experience
Local resident.
Sees children &
adults too NDIS
and Medicare
ASD, IQ & ADHD
Assessments
www.inspiredhoney.com

P: 0425 764 733

JENC5062

YOU

Bass Coast Recyclers

5672 2946 &l ikl
METE @ Lifeline
*Conditions apply HELP IS AS
CLOSE AS THE
BASS COAST TELEPHONE
CAR REMOVALS 13 11 14
We pay you for your
unwanted cars,
4x4’s & trucks Anderson Inlet
We can remove farm Stamp Club
scrap metal for free.
Towing now available. FAI n
Call Shane
7daysaweek £ || Y W EI(H D
5678 2002 or ¢ 9am-3pm
0407 599 616 .
at Uniting Church.
NOTICE To Inverloch
ADVERTISERS: Entry: $2
Advertisements  offering a Lucky door prizes
used motor car for sale must and dealers
include in the advertisement: attending.
(a) The cash price of the Enquiries Janet
motor car; and 5674 2814 or &
(b) Whichever of the 0407 742 815 ©°
following is applicable...
+ If the motor car is
registered, the registration ADULT
number; or SERVICES
« |f the motor car is .
unregistered, the engine = o
number of the vehicle. 2 Prlva'l'e

Escort

Linda

VINYL RECORDS:
Ph. 0408 993 976

Mature
Country Lady.
Naughty
CLASSIFIED and Nice. _
DEADLINE Outcalls  §
12 NOON and Incalls. 3
LCLLOCIIN 710439 263 764

swa10270xe

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE:

Much hardship and difficulty is caused to
jobseekers by misleading advertisements
placed in the employment columns.

Our Positions Vacant / Situations Vacant
columns are reserved for advertisements
which carry a specific and genuine offer of
employment.

Ads for ‘Business Opportunities’,
‘Commission Only/Sales,’ training courses
and employment services should be

submitted under those headings.

Placing misleading job ads is an offence
against the ACL and all advertisements
are subject to the publisher’s approval.
For further advice contact the Australian
Competition and Consumer Commission on
1300 302 502 or Consumer Affairs Victoria.
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SITUATIONS VACANT

NEWHAVEN
COLLEGE

Newhaven College is an independent
co-educational school on Phillip Island
offering quality education for students
from Prep to Year 12

Newhaven College is seeking applications for
the following positions:

Permanent role

Full Time fixed term (Term 2), Year 10-12,
including VCE

For more information and details on requirements, duties
and responsibilities, visit our website www.https://www.
newhavencol.vic.edu.au/discover/work-with-us or contact
Director of Business, Alan Nolan on 03 5956 7505.
Applications to be submitted to:
recruitment@newhavencol.vic.edu.au

Applications close Monday 9 March - 5pm

Newhaven College is a child safe environment. Every child has a right to
be safe, and at the College we have a zero tolerance for child safety risks.

Sentinel-Times H

dSSi

ﬁ South Gippsland Hospital

Positions Vacant

Registered Nurse Midwives
RN Grade 2
Ongoing positions available up to 2.0 EFT

Clinical Systems and Data Officer
Grade 3
0.63 EFT permanent part time

Health and Safety Officer
Grade 3
0.42 EFT permanent part time

Occupational Therapist
Grade 2
0.42 EFT fixed term parental leave position

Exercise and Community
Rehabilitation Practitioner
Exercise Physiologist or
Physiotherapist - Grade 2
0.84 EFT fixed term parental leave position
Dietitian
Grade 2
0.42 EFT fixed term parental leave position

Allied Health Assistant
Grade 2 Casual

Physiotherapist — Casual
Grade 2

For more information:
https://southgippslandhospital.com.au/
employment-2/

Volunteer Expression of Interest

Call Annie on (03) 5683 9704 or
www.southgippslandhospital.com.au/
volunteers

AF0120

g Connect

with us

@sentineltimes

SITUATIONS VACANT
() HiGHVIEW
Accountant

Bass Coast Team

Love what you do and where you do it!

At Highview, we believe that great work
starts with the right people and a supportive
environment.

We’re an award-winning accounting and
financial advisory firm with offices across
Victoria and Queensland, and we're looking
for an experienced Accountant to join our
Bass Coast team, based in Wonthaggi.

About the Role:

* Prepare financial statements and income
tax returns for a diverse client base

» Complete BAS and ensure ongoing
compliance obligations are met

* Build and maintain strong client
relationships through regular
communication

* Support the team with business advisory
and value-added services

» Work across Xero, MYOB and other
cloud-based accounting platforms

About You:

+ Degree qualified in Accounting, Finance or

Economics

« 3+ years’ experience in Australian Public
Practice

« Strong knowledge of tax (Div 7A, GST,
FBT)

» Excellent communication and attention to
detail

Why Join Us:

* Flexible work options and hybrid
arrangements

« Study support and ongoing professional
development

Clear career progression pathways

This is a permanent full-time role.
Applicants must have full Australian work
rights.

Keen to learn more? Send your CV and
a cover letter sharing why you’re the right
fit for the role to our People & Culture
Manager, Rosanne Brownlee, at
rosanne@highview.com.au.

HM13361
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- M. - HYUNDAI

Qualified
Motor Mechanic

Edney’s of Leongatha is seeking a qualified
motor mechanic to join its expanding
Nissan/Hyundai dealership.

The successful applicant will be given the
latest dealership training throughout their
employment while working in a friendly
and modern environment.

2nd, 3rd or 4th year apprentice
will be considered.

Forward applications to:
Edney’s Leongatha
Attention: Nick McRae
PO Box 72, Leongatha 3953
nick@edney.com.au

JA23822

School
Crossing
Supervisors

== BASS
COAST

—_—

Casual and part time positions are
available for individuals committed to the
safety of children in our community.

We are seeking dedicated people to serve
as School Crossing Supervisors at various
locations across Bass Coast.

Training is provided and these roles
offer an opportunity to make a positive
difference by helping ensure the safe
passage of students to and from school.

Visit www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/careers
or contact Myka Johnston, Team Leader
Roads and Compliance Operations on
0407 781 649 for more information.

Applications close 9 March 2026.

(Parental Leave Backfill)

backfill

Loading + Superannuation
« Starting Location: Korumburra Depot

how to apply

Maintenance Technician - Electrical A:h

With our 2040 Vision and Strategy guiding us toward our vision - to be a trusted partner,
advancing water services to support customer and community aspirations - we are seeking a
skilled, enthusiastic and community focused person to join us.

South Gippsland Water is a diverse, community-oriented organisation and offer the following:
« Strong focus on career opportunities, professional development and training

» Employee Assistance Program and broad wellbeing offers

« Family friendly workplace, including Paid Parental Leave

« Attractive Salary Packaging options available (eligibility conditions apply)

Diversity is celebrated and respected as important for our wellbeing and success. Through
our Equity, Inclusion and Diversity Strategic Plan, Gender Equality Action Plan and upcoming
Reconciliation Action Plan we are actively working to address the gender pay gap, create
opportunities for underrepresented groups and partner with Traditional Owners.

* Fixed Term (6 Months) Part Time (3 Days per week, Monday-Wednesday) Parental Leave

+ SGW Enterprise Agreement Band 7 - $1,108.62 - $1,224.51 per week (pro rata) + Leave

Please go to https://www.sgwater.com.au/careers/ for more details about SGW, the role and

Applications Close: Monday, March 16, 2026 at 5pm

GippslandWater

AF0119
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DEADLINES

Classified single column
Mondays 12.00 noon
Classified double column
Fridays 3.00pm

Please notethatdouble column advertisements
requiring a proof must be received at least two
hours prior to deadline and proofs will not be
provided for single column advertisements.

TO ADVERTISE

Phone:
5672 1888

Email:
ads@sgst.com.au

In person:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi

Mail:
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi

00O

Office Hours:
9am-5pm Monday to Friday

Payments accepted:
e visa

Advertising conditions:

Full name and address of advertiser must be
supplied even though not necessarily
included in advertisement.

The publishers reserve the right to omit and
alter any advertisement. Please check your
ad is correct the first day it appears. While
every care is taken to ensure your ad is
correct, errors can occur. We regret that we
cannot be responsible for any errors beyond
the first day if you fail to bring it to our
attention.

All advertisements must be prepaid unless
client has an existing credit facility. Accounts
are due and payable on the due date as
shown on the account.

The Motor Car Traders Regulations:

States that from July 1, 1998 all
advertisements for used vehicles including
motorcycles must include the cash price
of vehicle and registration number or
engine number if not registered.

Sentinel-Times
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SPORT | CRICKET

Cricket clubs
urged to apply for
infrastructure grants

THE Nationals Member for Eastern Victo-
ria Melina Bath is encouraging local cricket
clubs schools and community groups to
apply for funding through the Australian
Cricket Infrastructure Fund.

The fund is a partnership between Cricket
Victoria and Cricket Australia designed to
support upgrades and improvements to
community cricket facilities and boost par-
ticipation for players of all ages and abili-
ties.

Established in 2019 the fund has gener-
ated more than $300 million in partnered
investment alongside federal, state and lo-
cal governments.

Funding is available under two main
streams with a Community Cricket Infra-
structure Grant of up to $15,000 for minor
projects and between $15,001 and $40,000
for major projects. ! . -

Larger multi-faceted projects seeking The Koonwarra/LRSL and Leongatha Town under-15s cricket team won the semi-final against Kilcunda Bass on
more than $40,000 are assessed on a case- Sunday. Photo: Jodie Arnup.
by-case basis through the Strategic Cricket

sl | DCA Juniors shlne in Seml Flnals

to regional towns as they bring players, fam-
l o =

ilies, volunteers and supporters together.

“Team sports like cricket help to build lo-
cal pride and strong healthy and connected
communities,” Ms Bath said.

“Cricket is one of few sports that is truly
inclusive and able to be enjoyed by people of
all ages and abilities.

“I strongly encourage all eligible organisa-
tions to consider applying,”

Cricket clubs across Gippsland from Le-
ongatha and Korumburra to Wonthaggi and
Inverloch play an important role in commu-
nity life with grounds and clubrooms often
serving as gathering places beyond match
days.

“Cricket brings people together building 3
pride connection and strong community 1 Phillip Island’s Justin Tran prepares
spirit in our clubs,” she said. - ¥ | to sweep this delivery. Tran finished

Applications close on March 27. - with 29 runs and a tidy 2/14 with the

PUBLIC NOTICES

PRty
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Making a real

difference in the
lives of people

across Bass Coast.

Koonwarra/LRSL's Ryder Pedlow Levi Richardson completes a run for pall as Phillip Island fell to Leongatha
took 1/3 in the under-15s semi- Inverloch in their semifinal clash with Clubs Combined 7/104 to 8/102.
final. Photo: Jodie Arnup. Wonthaggi Club / Glen Alvie. W27_0926 w23 0926

If you can give, please

give where you live. ; S . Phillip Island’s Drew Fusinato

finished the match with seven runs

as they fell to Leongatha Clubs

Leongatha Clubs Combined celebrate after Louis Read catches Drew Combined in the Ul7 semifinal on
Fusinato out. Leongatha went on to win the match 7/104 to 8/102. W25 0926 Sunday, March 1. W24 0926

HM7077

, NMEWHAVEN

¥ COLLEGE

Alumni Reunions
Classes of
1986, 1996, 2006
& 2016

are invited to return to Newhaven College to
celebrate their 10, 20, 30 & 40 year reunions

Saturday 14 March
10am - 12pm

To book your ticket visit
www.trybooking.com/DJIUU

Wonthaggi Club / Glen Alvie bowler Ollie Donohue
delivers a ball to Inverloch’s Louis Sorensen. The semifinal
clash ended in Wonthaggi Club / Glen Alvie defeating

The Inverloch batting partnership of Levi Richardson Inverloch 3/213 to 10/105 and they will face Koonwarra
and Liam Jones putting some runs on the board in LRSL/Leongatha Town next week in the grand final after
their semifinal clash with Wonthaggi Club / Glen Alvie. Koonwarra LRSL / Leongatha Town defeated Kilcunda
W28 0926 Bass 8/102 to 10/97. W29_0926
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Challenging conditions for the 2026

World Challeng

By Bruce Wardley

SURFERS battled a heavy
swell and strong offshore cross-
winds on the first days of the
2026 Phillip Island Pro QS
4000 and Pro Junior Series at
Cape Woolamai.

Phillip Island is the last stop in
the World Surf League Australia/
Oceania Qualifying Series for
surfers looking for a place in the
2026 World Challenger Series.

A high-stakes event, qualifiers
from the 2026 Phillip Island
Pro QS 4000 and Pro Junior
Series will go on to compete on
the world tour taking them to
Brazil, Portugal and USA.

The series attracted 240 com-
petitors representing 12 na-
tions.

The Phillip Island series was
extended by an extra day this
year because of the large num-
ber of entries and the need to
allow for storms. Depending on
conditions the competition can
switch from Cape Woolamai to
Smiths Beach or the Penguin
Beach at Sunderland Bay.

The Pro Junior featured seven
local under-20 surfers from the
Phillip Island Boardriders Club
including Lennox Archibald,
Sam Patterson, Angus Kennedy
and Eddie Maier in the junior
men, and Abbie Clarke, Scar-
lett Rennie and Sophie Fletcher
in the women’s.

Local surfers Chad Gar-
rett and Joe Van Dijk made it
through the early rounds with
Van Dijk among the early stand-
outs. A crisp three-turn combo
was enough to earn Van Dijk
the first excellent score of the
event, an eight in his second
heat of the day after an early

Pro Qualifying Series. Photo: WSL/Hughes.

round of 104 win advancing
into the round of 64.

A typical day at home for Van
Dijk who had to call in late for
work to surf his heats.

“It's like every other day of the
week, but I still have to go to
work now and get back on the
tools,” Van Dijk said.

“So it’'s just a normal day for
me, I mean, there’s waves, so I
had to surf.”

Excited to start strong in her
QS debut Sophie Wilkinson
posted an outstanding highest
heat total of the day in the wom-
en’s event, a 12 with an equal-
highest score of 6.5.

The 17-year-old Mornington
Peninsula surfer delivered ag-
gressive hits to the lip on her
forehand to advance ahead of

Ruby Berry who had made a
string of finals across QS and
JQ@S competition internation-
ally in recent months.

“First QS I've ever been in, so
yeah, it feels pretty good to take
the win, all the four girls were
ripping,” Wilkinson said.

“It's just down the road from
Mornington Peninsula, so it
feels like home pretty much.”

Former Victorian and Aus-
tralian junior champion Codie
Jeffery was eliminated when he
snapped his board going for a
big turn and put all his weight
on the back foot.

Top Australian junior Dane
Henry was expected to make an
appearance after winning the
2025/2026 World Surf League
World Junior Championships

er Series at Phillip Island

Local surfer Joe Van Dijk successfully made it through the early rounds of the Phillip Island

in the Philippines which auto-
matically earned him a spot in
the 2026 Challenger Series.
Victorian  surfers  Xavier
Huxtable and Tully Wylie have
also been in the action.
Supported by Visit Victoria
and Bass Coast Shire this is
the second year the Phillip Is-
land Pro and Pro Junior Series
has served as the final event in
the Asia and Australia/Oceania
Qualifying Series season.
Countries represented in-
clude Australia, Japan, New
Zealand, Indonesia, United
Kingdom, French Polynesia,
Germany, United States, India,
Vanuatu and France.
The 2026 Phillip Island Pro
QS 4000 and Pro Junior Series
continues until March 4.

PIBC event champions in opening round of the Victorian Longboard Titles

PHILLIP Island Boardriders
Club surfers claimed victory
in the opening round of the
Victorian Longboard Titles on
Phillip Island where competi-
tors were greeted with idyllic
autumn conditions across the
weekend.

Cat Bay turned on offshore
winds and clean consistent
two-foot waves on the Saturday
allowing competitors to show-
case classic longboard style and
flow. A slight drop in swell and
a change in wind direction saw
the competition move to Surfies
Point for finals day on the Sun-
day where clean lines and light
winds provided a fitting stage to
crown the event champions.

Andrew Burgan took out first
place in the over-40 men fol-
lowed by Andrew McHenry in
second. First place in the over-
50 women was awarded to Jac-
quie Chambers and over-60
women was won by Sian Ad-
nam.

Open men saw Tom Fahey
take fourth followed by Andy
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Sian Adnam, Ebony Maier and Tom Fahey at the opening round of Victorian Longboard Titles

on Phillip Island.

McHenry in fifth place and open
women saw Ebony Maier score
fifth.

The open men's title was
claimed by Ben Considine from
Barwon Heads who posted a
two-wave heat total of 16.64
with two excellent scoring
rides. Bea Conroy from Point

Lonsdale took out the open
women’s division.

Both winners have moved one
step closer to securing the cov-
eted wildcard spot into the WSL
Bells Beach Longboard Classic
later this year.

The final round of the Victo-
rian Longboard Titles will be

held at Point Impossible on the
Surf Coast on May 2-3. With the
overall titles and wildcard posi-
tions still to be decided compet-
itors will be looking to deliver
their best performances in what
promises to be a decisive show-
down. Entries are open now via
surfingvic.com/events.

and Lorrie

Chapman
Read were the winners of the Life
Members Shield.

Neville

PHILLIP ISLAND BRIDGE

THE Phillip Island Bridge Club
hosted the prestigious Life Mem-
bers Shield event on Monday.

Six and a half tables filled the
room, all vying for club honours.

In a hard-fought contest, Neville
Chapman and Lorrie Read emerged
victorious, taking out the Shield
with an impressive score of 68.75
per cent.

The action continued on Wednes-
day, drawing five tables.

This time, it was Caroline Shaw
and Janusz Wolnik who claimed top
spot, posting an impressive 70.37
per cent to secure the win.

SOUTH GIPPSLAND
BRIDGE

NEVILLE Chapman and Peter
Campbell carried Monday night's
play with a score of 55.5.

They were followed by Sean Mun-
ley and Bruce Higgs (53.5), and Lin-
da and Grant Austen (52.5).

Tuesday at Wonthaggi RSL was
won by Deb Anglim and John French
(62.5), trailed by Su Edwards and
Ruth Harvey (58.33), Neville and
Philip Chapman (56.77), Anne
Gibson and Julie Perriam (55.56),
and Lois Dwyer and Alan Johnston
(55.21).

Alan Johnston and Clive Hope
won N/S on Friday (59.95), then
Denise Allitt and Tom Kudelka
(56.02), Sean Munley and Bruce
Higgs (54.07), Robyn Synan and
Catherine Burton (52.78), Hannah
Martin and Ruth Stevenson (50.93),
and Alan Johnston and Clive Hope
(55.07).

Playing E/W, Moya Crowley and
Mike Dooley (66.2), Peter Campbell
and Matt Higgins (65.97), Faye Row-
lands and John Currier (55.56),
Lois Dwyer and Robin Egan (53.7),
and Maureen Stiles and Marie
Sands (50.23).

It is still not too late for bridge-cu-
rious members of the general public
to join John French at the series of
beginners’ lessons, which started on
February 16.

It would be easy to catch up.

The sessions run from 12.30pm to
2.15pm, in Inverloch on Mondays.

Ring 0417 568 753 for more in-
formation.

TI D E TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
March 3 March 4 March 5 March 6 March 7
12:27am 1:27am 2:16am 2:59am 3:35am
G “ I D E A 1.39m A 1.45m A 1.52m A 1.56m A 1.58m
v 5:58am v T:14am v 8:10am v 8:55am v 9:33am
TIDAL PREDICTIONS FROM 0.79m 0.66m 0.52m 0.41m 0.33m
PORT PHILLIP HEADS A 12:17pm A 1:30pm A 2:32pm A 3:25pm A 4:10pm
Approx. Tide Variations: Seal Rocks, 1.30m 1.38m 1.48m 1.56m 1.61m
Venus Bay, Waratah Bay and Cape Y 6:26pm Y 7:30pm Y 8:23pm v 9:08pm Y 9:45pm
Woolamai (Same), Tooradin +2hrs 45, 0.44m 0.44m 0.44m 0.46m 0.49m
Cowes Pier +50, Stony Point +40

SUNDAY MONDAY
March 8 March 9
4:07am 4:36 am
A 1.57m A 1.55m
" 10:08am v 10:42am
0.29m 0.27m
4:49pm 5:24pm
A 1.63m A 1.61m
v 10:20pm v 10:54pm
0.53m 0.57m

Email us your

news@sgst.com.au
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Monday’s Breakaway Bowls winners were Ken Webb,
Linda Newman, Anne Poulton and Peter Novak.

The Breakaway Bowls winners on Friday were Pat
Novak, Brian Newman and Janet Elsworth.

TODAY S SPO
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Leongatha Bowls Club’s seéond-last monthly Triples winners Ken, Russell and

Jannette with the sponsor from Nesci Transport.

BREAKAWAY BOWLS

MONDAY’s winners with +25
were Ken Webb, Linda Newman,
Anne Poulton and Peter Novak.

Runners-up were Marj Ford,
Marg Brown, Jenny Bakker and
Liz Low.

A great day of bowling and a
scrumptious afternoon tea was
enjoyed by all.

Thank you ladies for your con-
tributions which are always en-
joyed by the members.

There was another good turn-
out for Friday indoor bowls.

The winners on +16 were Pat
Novak, Brian Newman and Ja-
net Elsworth.

Runners-up on +14 were Les
Stanbury, Peter Grenville and
Linda Newman.

FISH CREEK

MIXED bag for the week of
bowls with a great preliminary
final victory for the Division
2 Midweek team against San
Remo.

All rinks played well with
Wendy Watkins, Bill Symmons,
Robyn Napier and Anne Cowell
setting the tone with a 22 to 11
win.

Bron Williams, Paul Kerr, Lin-
da Heywood and Peter Poletti
drew 25 all and Don Cripps, Rob
Poletti, Ray Watkins and Louise
Vuillermin narrowly went down
15 to 16.

Grand final today (Tuesday,
March 3) against Inverloch at Le-
ongatha.

Go Fishy.

Unfortunate result for Satur-
day Division 2 against Meeniyan
who played very well.

Played at Corinella the club
went down 55/2 to 69/14.

Some excellent bowls was
played with 50 all at one stage

but a couple of lapses in concen-
tration towards the end cost the
club.

Another great season by Divi-
sion 2 which has been so close to
getting into the top division over
the last four years.

The Turkey Triples event was
another fun day although a cou-
ple of empty rinks.

Special thanks to the clubs
and teams who committed every
week.

Sponsored by Paragreen Real
Estate who was represented by
Tiff Wightman saw the winning
team of Theo Tymensen, Michael
Flanagan and Kenny Dawson.

Runners-up were Dino, Lucy
and Matt Gallagher.

Best last game was taken out
by Col Pulham, Dave Collier and
Rab Best.

Bowlers do not forget the
McLaughlin Memorial Day on
Sunday, March 15.

Now with finals over the club
will need to get all the 21 up and
mixed pairs games completed.

FOSTER

LAST Wednesday night saw the
usual crowd for Jack Attack.

It was a splendid night for
bowls.

Winners for the night were
Jontoss with Helen, Cheryl and
Kevin.

Another new sponsor for the
season Kay Jay Marine (KJ
Marine) Lower Franklin Road
jumped onboard to sponsor the
prizes.

Awesome and much appreci-
ated Kiel.

Runners-up were DRK with
Kate, Des and Rachel winning
the chocolate prizes sponsored
by Promontory Kitchens.

There was another great raffle
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The Jack Attack winners at the Foster Bowls Club

were Jontoss, Helen, Cheryl and Kevin.

and Midweek Bowls Group’s winners were Louis Magri (S),
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Gillian Harper (3), Tony Morris (L) and Gwen Jeffery (2).

night as usual.

It is the place to be on a
Wednesday night.

Sadly the end of the competi-
tion is fast approaching.

There is one more week of
competition then presentation
night on March 11.

The last night is dress-up night
with an open theme.

Have fun and come dressed in
whatever you wish.

The club is abuzz right now.

Next week the club will have a
big report on the Pennant side
of things and the new green re-
placement will begin this week.

Supplies have started arriving,

There is so much going on at
this amazing little club.

Stay tuned.

KORUMBURRA

PENNANT season is done and
dusted for Korumburra for this
season with Division 6 playing
off in the grand final at Cowes on
Saturday.

Although acquitting them-
selves very well they stumbled at
the final hurdle.

Lena Harfield had a 24 shots to
22 win and Mick Manning came
back well to go down 11 shots
to 17 for an overall loss of six
shots.

Well done to all players on a
great effort.

LEONGATHA

WITH all the buzz and excite-
ment of the grand finals hap-
pening it is understandable that
numbers were a bit down this
month for the monthly Triples
Day.

Nesci Transport generously
sponsored the day with winners
being a Leongatha team of Jan-
nette, Russell and Ken.

Second was another Leongatha
team of Chris, Bruce and Ron.

Third place getters were Jim,
Anne and Lance from Phillip Is-
land.

Best last game honours went
to the girl power team of Anne,
Jenny and Marj.

Last but not least the bottle of
wine went to the Meeniyan side
Nick, Dave and Bob.

Well done to all and thanks for
supporting the club.

On a hot rainy stormy Tues-
day the last 18 tradies night was
played with a mixed bag of win-
ners.

The sponsor for the night was
Jeremy Warren of JW Refrigera-
tion and Air Conditioning,

The winning team with a score
of 68 shots was the Dumpsters.

Runners-up with a very close
score of 67 was the Edney side.

This team had three genera-
tions of McGannons playing to-
gether which was great stuff.

The overall event sponsors for
the season were Hayes Jewellery
and Toyota with a big thank you.

The wooden spooners who all
received a real wooden spoon
were the Teammates.

Lastly the two sides that played
off in the grand final were JJS
and AW Smith.

The winning team was JJS
with a 63 to 37 shots.

Well done to all.

Thanks again to all that helped
throughout the two seasons.

Without you these events would
not happen.

The Saturday social bowls
started again on February 28.

You all know the drill with
names in before 12pm for a 1pm
start and do not forget there is a
new number.

The B Grade Club Winner this
year is Lyn who played against

Jannette.
It was a close affair.
Congratulations to Lyn.

MIDWEEK

WHAT a day.

Fifty-four players were signed
in by John and Bev as Vern
worked hard to arrange the
teams.

A big thank you to greenkeeper
Cameron Davey and Tracey and
Steve for running the bar.

Once the bowlers started play-
ing it became evident that the
wind was a factor for the day.

This does not seem to bother
some bowlers but it certainly
does make it hard.

There was lots of laughter
across the green but this did not
distract from the quality of the
bowls although a few of the char-
itable bowlers were happy to as-
sist the Children’s Hospital with
some wrong bias bowls.

The winners on 36 points were
Louis Magri (S), Gillian Harper
(3), Tony Morris (L) and Gwen
Jeffery (2).

Runners-up on a score of 35
were John Nicholson (3), Peter
Gratton (S), Tamara Fourd (L)
and Steve Banks (2).

Best one game winners on 19
points were Rob Pagnoni (S),
Cameron Davey (3) and Peter
Thorley (L).

Next week the club will be
meeting at Lang Lang Bowls
Club to once again fight it out for
team of the week.

Please be on site by 10am to
allow time to prepare the teams.

Unfortunately with numbers
generally reaching capacity the
club will have to be strict on a
10am cut-off time.

Meanwhile till then have fun
and stay safe.
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Wonthaggi Bowls Club’s Thursday social bowls winners Frank
Cimino and Brian Cuman.

et 2
The Tuesday winners at Wonthaggi Senior Indoor Bowls were
Pat Smith, Lino Cuman, John Rook and Paul Holmes.

Laurie Culph, Jeannie Slocombe and Fred Demenech were the
winners at Wonthaggi Senior Indoor Bowls on Friday. Absent:

Carol Thorpe.
WONTHAGGI

IT was another week of finals.

Tuesday saw Division 1 venture
to Meeniyan looking to book its
place in the grand final.

Foster took control of the match
early and did not look back.

The final scores were Wonthaggi
31, Foster 90.

Thursday 9.30am social bowls
saw a good number of bowlers en-
joy a fine morning and lunch.

Thursday 1pm social bowls saw
20 bowlers grace the greens on a
fine afternoon.

There were three teams that
were two-game winners with the
teams being three-bowl pairs.

The winning team was Frank
Cimino and Brian Cuman with a
score of two wins and 34 points.

Friday night was a success with
the members draw not going off.

Next week the draw will be
$60.

Brian was a happy winner of
the meat tray.

Michael took home the chick-
en tray.

Denise and Allan each received a
brekky pack.

Other winners were Denise, Di,
Wayne, Brian and Denise.

Saturday was grand final day
with Division 4(4) and Division 6
playing at Phillip Island.

Division 4 had a mixed day with
two rinks being close matches and
the other up against a good rink.

As you would expect Wonthaggi
fought the match out until the last
bowl but it was not its day.

The final scores were Wonthaggi
56, Foster 72.

Division 6 played Korumburra
on a day where the weather be-
came warm to hot.

In a close match all day the
match came down to the last end.

With one rink finished Wont-
haggi went into the last end five
shots up.

In a test of nerves and skill Wont-
haggi was able to bowl the last end
and only go one shot down.

That meant Wonthaggi was able
to claim the flag,

The final scores were Wonthaggi
39, Korumburra 35.

Saturday night was the Pennant
wind-up at the clubhouse with
most Pennant players present.

They were treated to a feast of
fine food which was well received.

It was a good night to celebrate
a very good season and the win
by Division 6 and to look forward
to Division 3 on Tuesday being
played at Leongatha starting at
10am hoping to bring home an-

other flag.

Bowls this week:

Tuesday: Midweek Pennant
grand final being played at Leon-
gatha.

Thursday: Social bowls at

9.30am and at 1pm.
Friday: Coaching at 10am.
Saturday: Social bowls at 1pm.
Do not forget the Friday night
members’ draw this week being
$60 plus meat trays and other
prizes to win.

WONTHAGGI INDOOR

WHAT an amazing week of bowl-
ing with a total of 56 players over
the week.

Tuesday’s winners with a plus
26 were Pat Smith, Paul Holmes,
Lino Cuman and John Rook.

Runners-up on plus 10 were
Maggi Scapin, Pam Russell, Jean-
nie Slocombe and Theo Scholey.

Both teams won two games each.

On Friday only one team won
two games on plus six.

They were Carol Thorpe, Jean-
nie Slocombe, Fred Demenech
and Laurie Culph.

Runners-up on plus seven win-
ning one game only were Jenny
Bakker, Helen Rook, Malaya and
John Ferguson.

Mirboo North claims
first Division 1 pennant

TR SOUTH
PLAYTHG ARER

The Foster Division 3 pennant premiership team after their grand final win at Phillip Island on
Saturday.
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The Foster Division 4 pennant premiership team after their grand final win at Phillip Island on
Saturday.
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The Wonthaggi Division 6 pennant premiership team after their grand final win at Phillip Island
on Saturday.
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History made as Mirboo North claims first DIVISIOI1 1 pennant

OWISION !

Mirboo North celebrates the club’s first Division 1 pennant premiership in its 72-ye_ar history after defeating Inverloch 62-36 in

the grand final at Phillip Island on Saturday.
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The Meeniyan D1v1smn 2 pennant premiership team celebrates with the flag at the clubhouse after their grand final win at Corinella
on Saturday.
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The San Remo Division 5 pennant premiership team after their grand final win at Corinella on Saturday.
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MIRBOO North Bowls Club
has claimed its first Division
1 pennant premiership in the
club’s 72-year history after de-
feating Inverloch 62-36 in the
grand final at Phillip Island on
Saturday.

Saturday marked the comple-
tion of the 2025/26 Saturday
pennant season with grand
finals for Divisions 1, 3, 4 and
6 held at Phillip Island while
the Divisions 2 and 5 played at
Corinella. Both host clubs did an
exceptional job and both venues
were well attended by supporters.

The Division 1 grand final
started as a tight contest but it
was soon evident why Mirboo
North finished the home and
away season as minor premiers.

Inverloch dug deep trying to
mount a comeback but Mirboo
North proved too strong.

There was plenty of emotion in
the Mirboo North camp after the
game as a large contingent of the
club’s 38 members were there to
witness the historic achievement.

It has been a remarkable rise
to the top for Mirboo North. Just
seven years ago the club won the
Division 5 premiership and has
since won its way through the di-
visions, making it through to the
Division 1 grand final twice be-
fore only to fall agonisingly short.

There was to be no such stum-
ble this year with the focus and
determination apparent from
the start.

Mirboo North will be look-
ing to put on the same “all-
time” display when they take on
Strzelecki North winners Traral-
gon in two weeks with the win-
ner of that match representing
Strzelecki at the State Pennant
Finals in Moama in April.

Foster was the big winner on
the day with two premierships,
claiming both Division 3 and Di-
vision 4.

Meeniyan took out the Divi-
sion 2 flag at Corinella while San
Remo claimed the Division 5
premiership.

Wonthaggi rounded out the day
with the Division 6 flag.

Division 1 premiers Mirboo
North: Tom Whitelaw, Luke Ger-
vasi, Mick Coram, Andrew So-
plakaw, Angela Hackett, Jack
Oddy, Daniel Earl, Josh Taylor,
Lincon Oddy, Brent Harriage, Ri-
ley Oddy and Patrick Lewis.

Division 2 premiers Meeniyan:
Ian Griffith, Bob Wylie, Karen
Barwick, Lucy Bignocchi, Ray
Spokes, Leonie Hanks, Allan
Hanks, Dean Jones, Dino Bign-
occhi, Joe Paynting, Ray Corry,
Rita Richardson and Nick Kelly.

Division 3 premiers Foster:
Jenny Roffey, Norm Cooper, Bev
Tyers, Ian McLeod, Noleen Mc-
Glead, Judy Prain, Nancy Parry,
Maureen Taylor, Brian Rofifey,
Charlie Tyers, Mark Taylor and
Phil Facey.

Division 4 premiers Foster:
David Collier, James Ganson,
Jan Parks, Kelvin Park, Neil
Shaw, John Warren, Ray Prain,
Michael Flanagan, Malcolm El-
lis, Peter Stapleton, Andrew
Kent and Colin Pulham.

Division 5 premiers San
Remo: James Martin, Steve
Edge, Lou Capsalas, Vern El-
liott, Bev Elliott, Peter Gratton,
Bob Arnold, Tony McKiernan,
Peter Thorley, John Nicholson,
Raff Merente, Chris Andrews
and Peter McWilliams.

Division 6 premiers Wonthaggi:
Rodney Jeeves, John Gilliland,
Rodney Hogan, Dorothy Stein,
David Harrison, Alan Lowe, David
Turnbull and Roelof Cornelis.
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KORUMBURRA

RESULTS: Tuesday, February
24. Stableford: 40 players.

A Grade winner: Billie Wrigley
(4) 40 points, B Grade winner:
Peter Hislop (17) 37 points.

NTPs: first Roy Fleming, sev-
enth Guv Fields, 10th Guv Fields
and 13th Dale Wyhoon.

Thursday, February 26:

Stableford: 22 players.

A Grade winner: Steve Rose (7)
34 points, B Grade winner: Doc
Dixon (37) 31 points.

NTPs: first Steve Rose, seventh
Greg Shuttlesworth, 10th Wayne
Knights and 13th Barry Kerr.

Saturday, February 28:

Sponsor: Chris McConnell and
Steve Duffield.

Two-man Ambrose: 42 play-
ers. Winners: Roy Fleming and
Kingy King 62 net.

NTPs: first Steve Duffield, sev-
enth Peter Draper, 10th Ian Gib-
son and 13th Craig Kerr.

Ladies

CONGRATULATIONS to the
2026 Women's Club Champion
Merrissa Cosson.

The Singles Championships
have been played over the past
three weeks with the course in
fabulous condition.

Many thanks to the green staff
and volunteers.

Well done to all who played and
congratulations grade winners.

A Grade Gross: Merrissa Cosson
Rnds 84/83/83. Net: Merrissa (11)
Rnds 73/72/72.

B Grade Gross: Trudi Mantell
Rnds 97/100/93. Net: Trudi Man-
tell (25) Rnds 72/75/68.

C Grade Gross: Lyn Leppin (34)
Rnds 108/106/112. Net: Julie Cole
(52) 67/76/79.

Seniors Trophy Best Net Score:
Pam Eyers 226 net.

Norrie Little Memorial Trophy
for the Best Net Score across all
grades went to Trudi Mantell 215.

Congratulations and well done to
everyone who played over the past
three weeks whether it be a Satur-
day or Wednesday the club had a
great field of women turn up each
week.

The daily competition was spon-
sored by Beryl Brown and the club
thanks Beryl for her ongoing sup-
port.

The club sends its love and best
wishes to Beryl and her family.

A winner: Merrissa (11) 72net.

Runner-up: Lyn Mclvor (19)
73net, B winner: Trudi Mantell
(25) 68net and best score of the
day, Runner-up: Trudy Olden
(24) 73net, C winner: Pam Eyers
(38) 71net c/b, Runner-up: Colette
Pearl (35) 71net.

BDTL: Gail Beer and Kim En-
bom 73net and Jenny Blackmore
and Julie Hillberg 74net.

NTPs: first Lyn Mclvor, 10th Gail
Beer and 13th Pam Eyers.

Thursday Twilight players bat-
tled the easterly winds and had a
difficult night with a novelty of not
using your putter which was very
tricky for some.

Winners: Mandy Seater and
Scott Burgess on 16 points.

NTP: Bob Stiff and Colette Pearl.

Saturday was Bring a Guest
Day with a two-person Ambrose
played.

Congratulations to the winning
pair Aliesha Wrigley and Chrissy
Lomagno with a score of 63.75
net.

Runner-up was Merrissa Cosson
and Karen Sorrell 65.75 net.

NTPs on the first and 10th Kerri
Besley, seventh Merrissa Cosson
and 13th Deb Wrigley.

LEONGATHA

RESULTS: Tuesday, February
24. Competition: Par. Entrants:

57. Overall winner: Marianne
Leaver (25) +2c¢/b.

A Grade: Alan Starkey (4) +2;
Neil Gray (4) +1.

B Grade: Marianne Leaver (25)
+2c¢/b; Will Norden (17) +1.

Nearest the pin: fifth Michael
O'Rafferty 180cm; 14th Neil
Mackenzie 340cm; 16th Neil
Mackenzie 999cm.

Thursday, February 26: Com-
petition: Ambrose Pairs. En-
trants: 84.

Winners: Alan Starkey and
Jeremy de Silva 62.5; Don-
ald Smith and Ross McRobert
63.25; Jeffrey Brewer and Paul
Luck 64.75.

Nearest the pin: fifth Lyndon
Thompson 210cm; 14th Ken
Smirk 309cm; 16th Antony
Gedye 232cm.

Saturday, February 28: Com-
petition: Stableford. Entrants:
108.

Overall winner: Jo McNaugh-
ton (27) 41 points.

A Grade: Stuart Smith (12) 39
points; Toby Cumming (9) 37
points (Anglesea Golf Club).

B Grade: Nick Shaw (17) 39
points; Gordon Morrison (14)
36 points.

C Grade: Andrew Smith (18)
37 points; Bryan Roylance (19)
36 points.

D Grade: Jo McNaughton (27)
41 points; Robert Reardon (24)
36 points.

Nearest the pin: fifth Phil Doug-
lass 180cm; 14th Andrew Smith
3cm; 16th Jon Smith 26cm.

Ladies

FORTY women competed in
the monthly Invy Espy Stabl-
eford event in superb conditions
last week.

The outright winner of the day
was Helen Mackenzie with 41
points.

She was also the winner of B
Grade.

Jo Miles won A Grade with 38
points and Jo McNaughton was
just one shot behind for runner-
up position.

Down the line balls went to 33:
Jan Brownlie, Else Gedye, Cher-
yl Borg, Shirley Welsford, Deb
Miller, Maryanne Gartner and Di
Williams.

The nearest the pin winners
were Alison Strong on the 16th
and Anna de Bondt on the fifth.

Maxine Eabry returned from a
long stint away to win the nine-
hole competition with 16 points.

MEENIYAN

THE qualifying round for the
popular Ray and Heather Poletti
4BBB Board event was played
on Wednesday.

Eight teams headed out in
near-perfect weather with the
course looking great after the re-
cent rain.

The winners were Andrea
Thorson and Louise Vuillermin
with 44 points.

The runners-up were Lyn Jen-
nison and Jan Trease with 41
points.

Down the line balls went to
Heather McCaughan and Irene
Holm 41 points and Susan
Straw and Tanya Thorson 40
points.

Faye LePage won the nearest
the pin.

It was very nice seeing Heather
Poletti in the clubhouse when ev-
eryone got in.

MIRBOO NORTH

TUESDAY, February 24:

Day winner: Max Woodall (8) 38
points.

B Grade: Chris Hatherly (27) 37
points.

DTL: Craig Bourne 37 points,
Ray Matthews 36 points and Tom

Whitelaw 35 points c/b.

Hole-in-one: Stuart McKenzie on
the sixth.

Birdies: Paul Lee (16th), Mal-
colm Payne (fourth) and Gary Ren-
wick (fourth).

NTPs: fourth Stuart McKenzie,
sixth Stuart McKenzie, 13th Max
Woodall and 16th Stuart McKen-
zie.

Saturday, February 28:

Day winner: Mark Heiberg (17)

41 points.

A Grade: John Woodall (10) 38
points.

C Grade: Gary Fry (24) 37
points.

DTL: Shane Woodall 36 points,
Tom Traill 36 points, Connor Wil-
liams 35 points, Noel Baker 35
points and Jeff Hughes 34 points
c/b.

Eagle: Connor Williams on the
17th.

Birdies: Tom Traill (13th), Garry
Shandley (sixth), Brandon Brad-
shaw (13th), Stuart McKenzie
(sixth) and Hudson Kerr (fourth).

NTP: fourth Hudson Kerr, sixth
Garry Shandley, 13th Garry
Shandley and 16th Shane Wood-
all

WONTHAGGI

RESULTS: February 26.

Competition: Stableford 18-
hole.

Overall winner: Adrian Nixon
36, Winner A Grade: Glen Turn-
er 36, Runner-up: Gino Hen-
nequin 34, Winner B Grade:
Adrian Nixon 36, Runner-up:
Ian Hack 34.

Place getters: Neil Beer 33,
Mat Johnson 32, Graeme
Campbell 32, Craig Charles 32,
Keith Riddle 31, Paul Brusa-
marello 31 and Graeme Craw-
ford 31.

Eagle: Keith Riddle 11th.

NTPs: Inoke Baudromo sec-
ond, Mat Johnson fourth, Paul
Jackson eighth, Kevin Loughran
13th and not claimed 17th.

Results: February 26, SR. 36.

Competition: Stableford nine-
hole one to nine.

Winner: Willy Williams 18.

Place getter: Mark Nicholson
15, Peter Sullivan 15 and Norm
Burne 15.

NTP: Graham Ryan eighth.

Results: February 28, S.R 72.

Overall winner: Bruce Betts
+7.

A Grade: Leigh Clifford +4.

Runner-up: Steve Brann +1.

B Grade: Geoff Huther +3.

Runner-up: Alan Jones +2.

C Grade: Glen Rielly +1.

Runner-up: John Geyer O.

D Grade: Bruce Betts +7.

Runner-up: Mick Bourke +1.

Place getters: Graeme Craw-
ford +2, Garry O’Connor +1,
Peter Hanley +1, Stephen Kane
0, Clive Kilgour O, Robert Gey-
er -1, Kevin Bayley -1, Bill How-
ard -1, Mark Nicholson -1, Rod
McBride -1, Michael Scott -1,
Matt Walsh -1, Joshua Kilgour
-2, Don Paproth -2 and Paul
Jackson -2.

NTPs: Bill Howard second,
Darcy O’Halloran fourth,
Messy Chand propin eighth,
Miles Foster 13th and Joshua
Kilgour money hole 17th.

Ladies

WOW, what a great finale for
the 2026 Ladies Championships
on Wednesday.

There were some great scores
including some from the cham-
pions which built on their previ-
ous great rounds.

Daily event results:

A Grade winner:
Hodgetts 90(21) 69 net.

B Grade winner: Patsy Britt
95(25) 70 net.

C Grade winner and round

Kaylene

.The winners and runners-up of the monthly Invy Espy
Stableford event held at the Leongatha Golf Club were Jo

s A

McNaughton, Helen Mackenzie and Jo Miles.

Wonthaggi Golf Club’s 2026 Club Champions were B Grade
Anne Tschiderer, Open Champion Jan Beaumont and C Grade
Betty Bowmar.

Ny .

Korumburra’s Club Singles Champions B Grade Trudi Mantell,
A Grade Merrissa Cosson and C Grade Lyn Leppin.

of the day: Kathy Dunscombe
109(43) 66 net.

Placegetters: Chris Yann 67,
Betty Bowmar 68, Jan Beau-
mont 69, Jenny McRae 71, Don-
na Brosnan 71, Robyn Wilkin-
son 72 and Geraldine Prentice
73.

NTP: fourth Jan Beaumont,
eighth Anne Tschiderer, 13th
Marg Johnson and 17th Simone
Lindsay.

2026 Champions:

In an exciting finish the 2026
Club Champion is first-time win-
ner Jan Beaumont who played
steady golf over the three rounds
and is a worthy champion.

Results:

A Grade Scratch: Jan Beau-
mont 91,97,88=276.

A Grade runner-up: Marg
Johnson 96,94,87=277.

A Grade Handicap: Jan Beau-
mont 72, 78, 69=219.

B Grade:

Anne Tschiderer took a com-
manding lead into round three
and was also in contention for
the Open Champion with rounds
of 94,95,96=285.

B Grade runner-up: Geraldine
Prentice 99,96,97=292.

B Grade Handicap: Donna
Brosnan 72,73,71=216.

C Grade:

Betty Bowmar had a three-
shot lead going into round three
from Chris Hamilton.

It was neck and neck until
Chris found trouble on the 13th
dam hole.

C Grade Scratch: Betty Bow-
mar 102,105,99=306.

C Grade runner-up: Chris
Hamilton 106,104,113=323.

C Grade Handicap: Betty Bow-
mar 71,74,68=213.

This score also won Betty the
Pearl Kewming best 54 net score
over all grades.

WOORAYL

THE first round of the Di and
John O’Connor 4BBB Board
event sponsored by Betta Elec-
trical was played on Wednes-
day.

The conditions were overcast.

Winners on the day were with
much happiness Tricia Berry-
man and Jean Hayes 43.

Runners-up on a ¢/b were Kath
Davis and Ann Poole 39.

BDL: Anne Grist and Jo Fen-
nell 39 and Tracey Ryan and
Inge Giliam 37.

NTP: eighth Ann Poole, 11th
Jean Hayes and 17th Heather
Sullivan.
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Mark Nelson and Dave Healey were the
winners of the Owen Walton Memorial
Trophy.

Healey goes solo
and steals the show

THERE are nights at the Dart Centre
that remind everyone why local sport
is the heartbeat of the community and
Monday night's Owen Walton Memorial
Trophy was one of them.

Thirty players gathered for the an-
nual drawn doubles showdown hosted
by the Phillip Island and Districts Darts
League all chasing their name on the
coveted Owen Walton Memorial Trophy.

After a fiercely contested evening the
grand final boiled down to Scott Le-
thbridge and Marilyn Smith taking on
Dave Healey and Mark Nelson.

In a twist worthy of a darts drama se-
ries Mark better known as “Noddy” was
called away on an emergency just before
the decider.

That left Healey flying solo.

Giving away a turn each second throw
and facing immense pressure Healey
could have folded.

Instead spectators were treated to a
masterclass display of composure, pre-
cision and nerve.

The match went to a thrilling third leg
with both sides poised on a double.

You could hear a pin drop in the Dart
Centre then bang.

Healey nailed the winning double to
seal a remarkable victory claiming the
Owen Walton Memorial Trophy in un-
forgettable fashion.

It was a performance that will be talk-
ed about for seasons to come.

Leongatha Small Bore

2025: 50m Prone Pennant - Section A.

Round one: Leongatha A 579.29 (bye).

Kenneth Hart 194.11; Daniel Croatto
194.09; Christopher Sargant 191.09;
Jack Sargant 190.06.

Round two: Leongatha A 581.20 de-
feated FTPRC A 579.28: Kenneth Hart
196.11; Daniel Croatto 193.03; Jack Sar-
gant 192.06; Christopher Sargant 191.05.

Round three: MCC 581.30 defeated Le-
ongatha A 576.14.

Kenneth Hart 197.08; Jack Sargant
190.03; Daniel Croatto 189.03; Christo-
pher Sargant 186.05.

Ladder: M.LS.C A 12; Leongatha A 8;
Shepparton 8; FPTRC A 4; MCC 4.

2025: 50m Prone Pennant - Section D:

Round one: Leongatha B 521.06 (bye).

Christine Denbrok 179.03; Richard Den-
brok 172.02; Agan Hengstberger 170.01;
Cameron Davidson 164.02; Bradley Hall
183.05x (x - not nominated).

Round two: Brunswick 572.19 defeated
Leongatha B 541.09.

Bradley Hall 185.03; Christine Denbrok
183.06; Richard Denbrok 173.00; Camer-
on Davidson 148.00; Agan Hengstberger
x171.00 (x - not nominated).

Round three: Leongatha B 551.13 de-
feated Camberwell 539.12.

Christine Denbrok 186.05; Bradley Hall
184.03; Richard Denbrok 181.05; Camer-
on Davidson 173.03; Agan Hengstberger
x144.00 (x - not nominated).

Ladder: Brunswick 12; Leongatha B 8;
Mildura 8; Camberwell 4; FPTRC C 4.

The club shoots Friday nights at 8pm at
the rifle club on the Leongatha Recreation
Reserve.

Any inquiries, please call R. Spratt 0400
360 505.

The action heats up during the 888 Racing Woolamai Whirlwind Race Day at Woolamai on Saturday.

The Gov reigns in 888
metre dash at Woolamai

LOCALS returned to the

track at Woolamai Racing
Club on Saturday, February
28, for the 888 Racing Woola-
mai Whirlwind Race Day.

As temperatures climbed to-
wards 30 degrees, racegoers
settled in for another after-
noon of picnic racing enter-
tainment. The event built on
the strong momentum gar-
nered a few weeks earlier at
the Woolamai Cup.

With six races on for the day,
there was plenty to enjoy.

The card opened at 1lpm
with a 1008 metre race, the
Bet365 Maiden Plate. Four-

By Trent Westaway

year-old bay mare Tartan
Queen took home the choc-
cies, proving too fast and tak-
ing the race by one and a half
lengths. Trained at Pakenham
by Jaymee Cockram and rid-
den brilliantly by Rowan Cox,
Tartan Queen was able to
hold off the rest of the field,
with Doubt I'm Rich, Gypsy
Warrior and Hayhat filling out
the podium to kick off the af-
ternoon.

The headline act, the 888
Racing Woolamai  Whirl-
wind Open Trophy Race is

famously Victoria’s shortest
race at, you guessed it, 888
metres. It was seemingly over
in just a flash, but not before
eight-year-old bay mare The
Gov created a gap of one and
a half lengths, bolting to the
finish line and taking first
place. Trained at Cranbourne
by David Noonan and ridden
confidently by Jasmine Tren-
with, The Gov managed to
finish ahead of Doctor Coto,
Struggle Street and Italian
Informant, who filled out the
placings.

Third place Struggle Street
was ridden by Maddison

Morris, who is coming off
a remarkable performance
at the Woolamai Cup a few
weeks prior, where she
claimed victory in three rac-
es, including the Alex Scott
and Staff Woolamai Cup.

The Reg Manning team won
the $200 strappers prize on
the day, sponsored by 888
Racing. The award recog-
nises the hard work of stable
hands and strappers.

The Woolamai Racing Club
will now turn its attention to
the Phillip Island Health Hub
Race Day on Saturday, March
21.

Dominant performance from Gippsland United

GIPPSLAND United Football
Club hosted Nunawading City
Football Club in round three
of the season with strong per-
formances across multiple age
groups on Sunday, March 1.

U13s: three-three draw.

The U13s got off to a flying
start with Archer Riess finding
the back of the net in just the
third minute to give Gippsland
United Football Club (GUFC)
an early lead.

GUFC continued to domi-
nate possession and attacking
play but an unfortunate own
goal allowed Nunawading to
level the scores.

The response was immedi-
ate with Tayt Talerico restor-
ing the lead.

Not long after Ethan
Pritchard unleashed a crack-
ing shot that struck the post
and rebounded perfectly to
Archer Riess who rose to head
home his second goal of the
match.

GUFC headed into halftime
with a strong three-one advan-
tage.

Five minutes into the second
half Nunawading narrowed
the margin with a well-taken
goal and began applying sus-
tained pressure.
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GUFC’s defence worked tire-
lessly to deny multiple chanc-
es but with just two minutes
remaining Nunawading broke
through again to equalise.

Despite a dominant first half
and a determined defensive
effort the match finished in a
hard-fought three-three draw.

Ul4s: four-one win.

The U14s’ victory over Nun-
awading City Football Club
sees them move into second
place on the Boys Youth State
League South East ladder.

Both teams started strongly
with Nunawading looking dan-
gerous through their pace,
technical skill and wide at-
tacking shape.

Gippsland initially struggled
to establish control but main-
tained possession through
individual effort and physical
presence.

GUFC opened the scoring
when Kingston Vella delivered
a cross from the right that
found Jayden Ryan for a com-
posed finish.

Momentum continued
though a second goal was
ruled out for offside.

Nunawading capitalised on
Gippsland’s high defensive
line to level the score at one-

one sending their quick strik-
er through one-on-one with
the keeper.

Late in the first half GUFC
earned a free kick deep in at-
tacking territory.

Alexander Olijnyk deliv-
ered a deceptive ball into the
six-yard box and Yien Ruey
finished via a deflection to re-
store the lead.

After a clear halftime mes-
sage from the coaches and
technical director Scott Hous-
den the Ul4s started the sec-
ond half strongly.

Another goal was disallowed
early, this time from Yien Ruey
after a Logan Scott driving run
and cross.

Jayden Ryan converted
from the penalty spot midway
through the second half fol-
lowing a tripping foul.

Gippsland refused to relent
and left back Brody Sherburn
in arguably his best perfor-
mance for the club carried the
ball into dangerous territory
before releasing Ryan who fin-
ished confidently in a one-on-
one to secure a four-one victory.

U16s: four-nil win.

The Ul6s secured an im-
pressive four-nil result against
visitors who started the round

one place above them on the
ladder.

The match began evenly
before Abbosogni broke the
deadlock after 15 minutes to
put United one-nil ahead.

United continued to press
earning a penalty after Diston-
McCann was brought down.

Sullyman calmly converted
to send the home side into
halftime two-nil up.

With no substitutes available
due to game-related knocks
United played the entire sec-
ond half with the same 11
players.

The team showed tremen-
dous resilience and commit-
ment.

Diston-McCann added two
second-half goals to seal the
four-nil victory while a tiring
but determined defence re-
pelled repeated Nunawading
attacks.

The win lifts United’s Ul6s
into third place on the ladder.

Other results:

U15s: two-one win.

U18s: three-one win.

It was another very success-
ful week for GUFC.

Next week sees all teams on
the road to face Ashburton
away.



By Andrew Paloczi

Give croquet a go in Korumburra

AN ENTHUSIASTIC group
of local Lions Club members
recently took to the lawn at Ko-
rumburra Croquet Club, pro-
viding a great social evening
while encouraging people to
take up the sport.

Korumburra Croquet Club
President Val Wilson encour-
ages people to join Tuesday
morning practice at 10am or
Saturday afternoon competition
beginning at 1pm to give the
sport a try, with the first couple
of sessions free.

Inexperienced players joining
competition won't be thrown to
the wolves, being paired with an
experienced player and learning
the game as they go.

A time can also be arranged to
come and try the sport.

“Its a skilful game, a chal-
lenge and good for your mental
health,” Wilson said, remarking
it provides the added benefit of
getting you into the fresh air.

Club members play through-
out the year, Wilson remarking
that the weather tends to be a
little kinder in winter these days
than it used to be.

Those who take to the game
can test themselves in pennant
competition against clubs from
Phillip Island, Leongatha, Won-
thaggi, Drouin and Warragul,
with the pennant season run-
ning from August to November.

All play in Korumburra is to
the Golf Croquet rules, with the
club no longer holding any As-
sociation Croquet competition,
the traditional form of the game.
The newer approach makes the
game faster and simpler and
prevents people from spending
so long on the sidelines.

This scribe enjoyed a game,
happy to blame his borrowed
mallet when things went wrong
and to take credit at other
times.

It certainly is a skilful game
but not one you must be good
at to have fun. Those wanting to
know more about Korumburra
Croquet Club are welcome to
call President Val on 0439 572
263 or Secretary Helen on 0408
971 870.
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Keryn Flenley, Gil Twite, Rob Whitaker, Steve Ronaldson, Kerrie Spencer and Linda
Whltaker enjoyed takmg to the Korumburra Croquet Club lawn. AO1_0926

Cr John Kennedy tries his hand at croquet, while Graeme Sullivan, Betty Thompson and
Diane Williams watch on. A0O2_0926

Wonthaggi

A WONTHAGGI Workers
Club sponsored level play dou-
bles tournament was hosted by
the Wonthaggi Croquet Club
on the weekend of February 21
and 22.

Split into two sections of
eight pairs each, an extremely
strong field battled it out over
the weekend.

Six players who have rep-
resented the Victorian State
side, all playing in Section 1,
together with the other 26 play-
ers gave a brilliant display of
croquet over the two days.

Overall, 16 Victorian clubs
were represented from as far
away as Wangaratta, Sale, Mel-
bourne, Golden Square (Ben-
digo), the Peninsula and other
Gippsland clubs.

Winners of Section 1 were
Andy Barbera (Wangaratta)
and Janine Sisson (Morn-
ington) with runners-up Bob
Quale (Drouin) and Graham
Smith (Castlemaine).

Section 2 was won by Gar-
ry Shandley (Morwell) and
Lynn Hodges (Leongatha) with

hosts croquet doubles tournament

A

The winners and runners-up of the level play Doubles Tournament in Sectlon 1 at the

Wonthaggi Croquet Club.

runners-up Alan and Lyn
Breen (Golden Square).

It was a great weekend show-
casing some excellent croquet.

Thanks must go to many of
the members who not only as-
sisted in the preparation of the
courts but gave up their time

over the weekend to make this
a very successful tournament.

A special thank you to
Haymes Paint Shop who have
supplied the club with line
marking paint for many years
NOW.

On Tuesday, February 24, the

club hosted a Handicapping
Workshop run by Maurice and
Serina Cevaal-Hewitt, which
was attended by representatives
from four Gippsland clubs.

It was a very good informative
presentation and lessons were
learned.

ALLAMBEE MIRBOO
AND DISTRICT TENNIS

RESULTS: Section 1: Westernport White
5.39 defeated Westernport Red 3.37; Le-
ongatha 4.42 defeated Korumburra 4.31;
Outtrim 6.43 defeated Koonwarra 2.27.

Ladder: Leongatha 91; Westernport White
77; Koonwarra 69; Westernport Red 66; Ko-
rumburra 61; Outtrim 50.

Section 2: Leongatha 5.41 defeated
Outtrim 3.35; Korumburra 6.45 defeated
Baromi 2.33.

Ladder: Leongatha 83; Baromi 69; Ko-
rumburra 55; Outtrim 53.

Westernport teams played in their club
derby this week and it was a close one, with
just two games in it.

Brett Tappy filled in and played a top
game for White.

Leongatha did not have it all its own way
in its match against Korumburra with a tie-
breaker and two 7/5s keeping it close.

Equal on sets, Leongatha relied on games
to win the day.

Outtrim was the winner against Koon-
warra. Greg Marshman, after starring last
game, was unable to play the mixed.

In Section 2, Korumburra was the winner
over Baromi.

A tiebreaker and a 7/5 to Korumburra
helped make the day a bit closer.

Leongatha had a win over Outtrim with
a tiebreaker to Leongatha and a 7/5 to
Outtrim.

Leongatha scored well in the mixed to
help win the day.

There is no play next week due to the La-
bour Day long weekend.

RIVERSIDE TENNIS

RESULTS: Section 1 Doubles: Moe 7 -
48 defeated Drouin Maroon 2 - 36; Drouin
Gold 5 - 39 defeated by Warragul 4 - 41;
Neerim District bye.

Ladder: Moe 104; Neerim District 94; Dr-
ouin Maroon 78; Drouin Gold 64.5; Warra-

gul 61.
Section 1/2 Singles: Trafalgar Red 6 - 48

defeated Drouin Maroon O - 2; Drouin Gold
3 - 39 defeated by Moe Blue 3 - 42; Trafalgar
White 2 - 33 defeated by Moe White 4 - 42;
Warragul bye.

Ladder: Moe White 87; Trafalgar Red 85;
Trafalgar White 69; Warragul 64; Drouin
Maroon 42; Moe Blue 39; Drouin Gold 34.

Section 2 Doubles: Poowong 2 - 23 de-
feated by Trafalgar 7 - 51; Hallora 6 - 44
defeated Warragul 3 - 32; Drouin 5 - 44 de-
feated Neerim District 4 - 38.

Ladder: Hallora 104.5; Warragul 101;
Neerim District 87; Drouin 80.5; Trafalgar
73.5; Poowong 48.5.

— ELT I1ANA
STOMY CREEK FML

JOIN OUR
CLUBIN 2026

THE STONY CREEK FOOTBALL
NETBALL CLUB ARE

SEEKING PLAYERS IN THE
FOLLOWING GRADES

JUNIOR FOOTBALL

U10 FOOTBALL

ALEX SHOLTE 0447 299 429

U12 FOOTBALL

MATT PRICE 0408 102 809

Ul4 FOOTBALL

DAMIEN BURGE 0438 841 388
TRAINING WEDNESDAYS 5-6PM

HM13380

JUNIOR NETBALL

17U NETBALL

SAMANTHA DYKE 0439 523 757
TRAINING THURSDAYS 5-6PM
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Vanessa Hardie reached her 25th
parkrun on Saturday.

Record falls at Grand
Ridge Rail Trail parkrun

PERFECT running conditions greeted
participants at Grand Ridge Rail Trail
parkrun on Saturday, February 28, with
sunny skies, cool temperatures and no
wind setting the scene for a fast morning,

Shane Grund set a new course record,
finishing in an impressive 15:08 on the
five-kilometre out-and-back rail trail
course.

Strong performances followed, with
Denzel Last (23:22) and Luke Laming
(23:32) both recording personal best
times.

A total of 54 people completed the
event, supported by 11 volunteers.

Milestones were also celebrated, with
Vanessa Hardie reaching her 25th park-
run proudly wearing the traditional
milestone cape and Adrian Smith com-
pleting his 50th parkrun.

After the run, many participants enjoyed
coffee at Lamezleighs Coffee House and
Eatery, while the Mirboo North market
added to the lively morning atmosphere.

Grand Ridge Rail Trail parkrun is held
every Saturday at 8am.

Walkers, runners and volunteers are
always welcome.

WDNA appoints new
president ahead of
2026 season

WONTHAGGI District Netball Asso-
ciation has appointed Virginia Hunt as
president as the organisation prepares
for the launch of its 2026 Saturday Ju-
nior Competition.

A local netball parent and recent com-
mittee member, Ms Hunt stepped into the
role after initially joining as joint vice pres-
ident, answering the call to help guide the
association into the new season.

She brings extensive leadership ex-
perience from a 30-year career in the
higher education sector, offering strong
governance and organisational capabil-
ity to the volunteer position.

“It's an honour to lead an association
with such a strong history in our com-
munity,” Ms Hunt said.

“WDNA has been part of local families’
lives for generations, and we're focused
on building on that legacy while creating
even more opportunities for our young
players.”

The 2026 season will see continued
growth in the Saturday junior competi-
tion, which brings together hundreds of
local players and families each week at
the Wonthaggi courts.

This year, WDNA has also committed to
entering both U13 and U15 representa-
tive teams, strengthening development
pathways and providing local athletes
with opportunities to compete at a higher
level.

“Community sport thrives because of
volunteers,” Ms Hunt said.

“We're incredibly grateful for the clubs,
coaches, umpires and committee mem-
bers who give their time to make netball
possible for our young people.”

The 2026 Saturday Junior Competi-
tion launches on March 28 at the Won-
thaggi netball courts, marking the start
of another exciting year for local netball.

Pink delight at Leongatha Little Athletlcs

By Andrew Paloczi

ORGANISER Emily Perczyk
is delighted with the success
of the recent Pink Day run by
Leongatha Little Athletics to
raise funds for the McGrath
Foundation with a total of
$2,012.50 going towards pro-
viding McGrath Cancer Care
Nurses.

“We had a goal of $1,000,” Em-
ily said with donations, canteen
sales and merchandise well and
truly exceeding expectations.

She expressed her apprecia-
tion to the Little Athletics fami-
lies for their support and the
generosity of donations whether
monetary or people giving their
time for the cause.

Having firsthand experience
of the importance of McGrath
Nurses through her own can-
cer journey Ms Perczyk was
thrilled to see everyone “em-
bracing the pink” noting the
positive vibe.

“A lot of people approached me
about their own journeys,” she
said making it clear that as well
as raising funds such events cre-
ate discussion and a supportive
environment.

“Then people are not feel-
ing alone; being able to talk
to each other about different
treatments or remedies that
might have helped, or jour-
neys as a whole, sometimes
it can help us get closure and

.

Leongatha Little Athletics Committee members Tanya Cowell, Matt Harris, Chris Rowe, Stacey
Sargent, Ange Cook, Emily Perczyk, Alisha Hemming, Fiona Christensen and Ben Cruickshank
(President) get into the Pink Day spirit. Photo: Morgan Fisher.

understanding of each other,”
she explained.

As well as the joy of a success-
ful Pink Day Ms Perczyk high-
lighted the important role those
at Leongatha Little Athletics
and elsewhere have played in
her own cancer experience.

“The committee as a whole,
when I was first diagnosed,

they were so supportive and
they all rallied behind me,”
she said.

President Ben Cruickshank
painted a ribbon on the Leon-
gatha Velodrome field for the
Pink Day athletics meet.

“He made a stencil and painted
the bow,” Ms Perczyk remarked
adding that he was mindful

to use appropriate paint that
would not harm the grass.

“I really appreciated the
amount of effort he went to
and it was a fantastic addition
to the day,” she said.

As previously reported the
McGrath  Foundation has
broadened its focus from
breast cancer to all cancers.

PIBC set to take the World stage In the ABB Grand Final

PHILLIP Island Boardrid-
ers is one of the nation’s
most historic surf clubs, and
the team are preparing for
the upcoming NRMA Insur-
ance Australian Boardriders
Battle (ABB) Grand Final, re-
turning to Burleigh Heads on
the Gold Coast from March
7-8, 2026.

A total of 42 boardriders
clubs from across the coun-
try will return to the Gold
Coast for the ABB Grand
Final with three Victorian
clubs set to compete includ-
ing Phillip Island, Peninsu-
la Surfriders and Jan Juc
Boardriders.

The 2026 squad blends
generations of talent, and
Phillip Island’s coastline
breeds an incredible talent
pool to select a team from
with Phillip Island Board-
riders President Jake Eisen
affirming that it's one of the
World’s Most Exciting Team
Surfing Competitions.

Phillip Island’s team in-
cludes World Tour surfer
Nikki Van Dijk (one of the
only Victorians ever to win
a World Championship Tour
(CT) event), her brother,
free-surf weapon Joe Van
Dijk, Harry De Roth: 4-time
club  champion, former
5-time UK national champi-
on, Qualifying Series stand-
out Carl Wright, and rising
grom Jarrah Cicero, who
will make his ABB debut.

“Travelling as emergencies,
we have Ash Easton, Angus
Kennedy and Lillian Bas-
sett,” said Jake.

“With Walter Hiatt, a key
coach, currently out of com-
petition with a neck injury,
the team has been lucky to
continually have his support
in training for the event.”

The team just competed at
Snapper Rocks, competing
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Qualifying Series standout Carl Wright will compete at the upcoming NRMA Insurance
Australian Boardriders Battle (ABB) Grand Final, returning to Burleigh Heads on the Gold

Coast from March 7-8, 2026.

for the first time at the World
Championships. “We quali-
fied for that event after win-
ning the regional ABB battle
last year. This was a great
event warm up for the ABB
in Burleigh.”

The PIBC have been fund-
raising for the event over the
past six months and have
raised more than $7,000
towards the ABB Grand Fi-
nal, with tremendous efforts
from the clubs’ volunteers
and local businesses.

Founded in 1963, Phillip
Island lays claim to being
Australia’s longest-running
surf club, with a story that
started with post-surf gath-
erings of friends and grew
into a full community club

that built its own clubhouse
from the ground up.

With supportive leadership
presence from Jake Eisen
and Walter Hiatt, the team
is known for its deep grass-
roots culture, legendary Vic-
torian team trips, and its
strong community identity.
From its youngest members
in the Under 8s SuperGroms
to club legends like Bobby
Mathews (80+), the club will
showcase its best team on
the biggest club surfing stage
in the country.

The NRMA Insurance Aus-

tralian Boardriders Bat-
tle Grand Final features
a unique tag-team relay

format, with teams of five
(Open Men, Open Women,

Junior, Masters and Power
Surfer) combining strategy,
endurance and performance
-- including the famous Bur-
leigh rock jump and 500m
sprint up the hill -- in one of
the most intense formats in
competitive surfing.

The NRMA Insurance Aus-
tralian Boardriders Battle is
Australia’s biggest grassroots
surfing series, and has been
instrumental in strengthen-
ing club culture, fostering
future champions, and cele-
brating Australia’s deep con-
nection with surfing.

The event will be broadcast
live and free on 9GO and my-
SURFtv YouTube, showcasing
the best of Australian club
surfing to a national audience.



Leongatha’s share

In racing fairy tale

w S WG W

A GROUP of Leongatha names
recently found themselves on
one of Australia’s biggest horse
racing stages, having an owner-
ship stake in a two-year-old colt
with a bit of a knack for turning
heads.

That colt's name is Unit Five,
and he has strong ownership
links locally, including Frank
Materia of Materia’s Transport,
Rod Spokes of Spokes Butchers
Leongatha, and the Imps Syndi-
cate, made up of both past and
present Imperials Cricket Club
players. Often travelling to-
gether, they have cheered their
horse to success on more than
one occasion.

The colt first announced him-
self to the racing world late
last year, winning a Magic Mil-
lions two-year-old qualifier in
Caulfield in his very first start.
That result punched his ticket
to Queensland’s TAB Magic Mil-
lions 2yo Classic on January 17
this year, where he did it again,
and claimed victory in the
1200m race after a slow start.

“We didn’t get a great start in
that race but were able to find
the rail early and cut the cor-
ner and a gap opened up. No
other horse could catch him
after that,” said Imps Syndicate
member, Kristian Gray.

“The feeling of winning in
Queensland was unbelievable.
There was over 20 of us up on

2N

iii

Unit Five charges down the straight with Thomas Stockdale
onboard donning the distinctive silks.

the Gold Coast watching, so it
was just great to experience that
awesome winning feeling with
such a large group. We just went
crazy jumping on and hugging
each other.”

After a couple of handy wins,
Unit Five has now amassed
81,896,750 in prize money af-
ter being bought for $80,000 at
the Magic Millions Gold Coast
Sale in 2025.

There’s still plenty of colour
in the tale too, and not only on
the racetrack. Unit Five races
in what most would describe
as rather unique silks, turning
heads yet again with a design
originally inspired by another
part owner, Anthony Sckaff’s
Persian cat named Coco. The

N\ Stony Creek
\ Racing Club

silks display a portrait of Co-
co’s face on the wearer’s chest,
adding to the blue and black
colour scheme.

Mr Gray says being a part of
the Imps Syndicate only adds
to the owner experience.

“The best part of the cricket
guys ownership group is that
we get to experience the highs
and lows of racehorse owner-
ship together,” he said.

Most recently, Unit Five tack-
led the Group 1 Blue Diamond
Stakes at Caulfield, which is
the state’s biggest race for two-
year-olds. Unfortunately, the
colt ran into its first real hur-
dle, finishing 10th overall after
a run that didn't exactly go to
plan.

Season of success set to
culminate at Stony Creek Cup Day

STONY Creek Racing Club is pre-
paring to mark the end of its stand-
out 2025-26 season in style at the
highly anticipated Ladbrokes Stony
Creek Cup Day on Sunday, March
8.

A highlight of the Victorian coun-
try racing calendar Cup Day com-
bines thrilling thoroughbred racing
with live music, a variety of food
trucks and a relaxed family-friend-
ly atmosphere ensuring a fun-filled
day both on and off the track.

SCRC chief executive Jason Ben-
bow said the club had been thrilled
with how the season unfolded both
on and off the track.

“We've had a great season so far
and industry participants including
trainers, jockeys and owners have
been unanimous in their praise of
the current track conditions,” he
said.

“The surface has provided every
horse with an equal opportunity
with winners emerging from all
parts of the track.

“It's incredibly pleasing and a real
credit to the work that goes into
preparing the track.”

Cup Day is renowned for deliver-
ing a vibrant and relaxed country
racing atmosphere. Racegoers can
pack a picnic and settle in on the
lawns or choose from a range of
packages including reserved picnic
tables with umbrellas, beanbags
and private marquees.

For those seeking an all-inclusive
option the SEN Track Marquee
offers food, drinks and a vibrant
trackside atmosphere making it
one of the most popular ways to en-
joy the day.

Children will be kept entertained

throughout the day with a range
of supervised activities including
pony rides, face painting and the
ever-popular JockeyCam VR expe-
rience.

The much-loved Fashions on the
Field competition will again cele-
brate style and creativity with dedi-
cated local categories recognising
the flair of South Gippsland race-
goers.

Adding further excitement the
club will once again crown its King
and Queen of the Creek, a tradition
successfully introduced last season
to recognise the leading male and
female jockeys across the season.

“This season has been a fantastic
reflection of what country racing is
all about,” Mr Benbow said.

“Bringing people together, cel-
ebrating our rich history, creating
memories and allowing everyone in
the community an opportunity to
enjoy the sport.

“To finish the season with Cup
Day over the Labour Day long week-
end is the perfect way to celebrate
all that has gone into making these
events possible and we can’t wait
to welcome the community back to
the track once again.”

Stony Creek Racing Club is locat-
ed in scenic South Gippsland and
is renowned for bringing together
the community, racegoers and holi-
daymakers alike.

Tickets are $20 for adults, $15
concession and children are free. A
range of packages and bus services
are available to make getting to and
from the track easy and stress-free.

Gates open at 11.30am.

For tickets and more information
visit stonycreek.com.au.

S TONY

CREEK
CUP DAY

Ladbrokes

SUNDAY 8 MARCH 2026

BOOK ONLINE NOW

stonycreek.com.au
racing@stonycreek.com.au
(03) 5664 0099
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~ country racing

It’s a Great Day Out
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spl"" I CR'CKET AROUND THE GROUNDS...

OMK

OMK went into Saturday’s Al
match against Leongatha Town
with the objective to make just
40 runs.

The Diggers claimed the win
with ease as captain Koby Brann
led by example and hit 98 runs.

He was well supported by Ja-
cob Lamers, who made 33 runs.

OMK declared seven down
with a score of 218, sending Le-
ongatha Town back into bat in
hopes of an outright win.

Jugraj Singh was handy with the
ball, taking two wickets, but Town
batsman Madura Madusanka was
unmoveable, making 101*.

B Grade also secured a win
against Leongatha Town.

Nicholas Auddino led his team
to the comfortable win by taking
5/39.

Young Liam Jones also bowled
well and claimed a wicket, off the
back of dad Luke Jones hitting
98 runs the previous week.

OMK'’s bowlers were consistent
and had Town bowled out for 184,
winning with a score of 277.

C1 had a win over MDU at the
Dumbalk Recreation Reserve.

MDU was bowled out for 59 in
33 overs.

Barry Wyatt was the standout
with the ball, taking 4/10.

The rest of the bowling hon-
ours were shared around.

Scott Handley and Brad Hayes
opened for OMK and made 35*
and 20* respectively.

OMK passed MDU’s score in
seven overs without the loss of
a wicket.

C2 was beaten by Leongatha
Town.

OMK made 121, which was
easily passed by the Scorpions.

“This is a team full of juniors
and it's been good to give them a
go in C2 for their development,”
OMK’s Jordan Myors said.

“We’'ve got one game left in A
and B, and two left in C Grade.
We are heading in the right direc-
tion leading up to finals. We are
playing good, consistent cricket
with the bat and ball, which is
setting us up really well.”

LEONGATHA TOWN

LEONGATHA Town's senior
sides took on OMK across all
three grades, with plenty of
strong individual performances
highlighted across the action.

In A Grade, Leongatha posted
141 in the first innings, led by
Jesse Giardina (51) and Madura
Madusanka (39), before OMK re-
plied with 7/218 declared.

Bowlers Lachie Gill and Rhett
Hume each snagged three wickets.

The Scorpions fought back
strongly in the second dig, with
Madusanka producing an out-
standing unbeaten 101, support-
ed by Jack Hume (21%*).

In B Grade, OMK made 6/277,
with Ethan Smith the stand-
out with the ball claiming 4/94,
while Hugh Livingstone and
Pandu Jayasinghe also contrib-
uted with wickets.

Leongatha’s reply of 184 fea-
tured solid batting efforts from
Luke Bowman (62), Dav Goss
(46) and Sam Clark (20).

C Grade claimed the club’s win
for the round at Digger Park,
chasing down OMK’s 8/121 to
finish 6/124.

Strong bowling performances
from Ryan Jorgensen (3/10),
Nijo Devassy (2/15) and Cam
Dowling (2/22) set the stage.

With the bat, Alex Aeschlimann
top-scored with 46, well sup-
ported by Ray Edwards (26).

Congratulations Alex on your
hard fought first win as captain.

PHILLIP ISLAND

HAVING won on the first day,
the Sharks went for an outright
win against the Imperials in Al
on Saturday.

Phillip Island captain Daniel
Mock made 71 runs and Phillip
Island declared when the score
was pushed around 60 runs past
the Imps’.

Phillip Island sent the Imps
back into bat but was unable
to get the outright win with the
Imps making 6/100.

Captain Jack Ginnane top
scored with 61*.

Tim Niven and Jobe Williams
were Phillip Island’s standouts
with the ball, taking 2/16 and
2/17 respectively.

With one game to go, Phillip
Island is sitting in fifth place on
the ladder.

“We can’t go up the ladder, so
we're just hoping to end our sea-
son with one last win. We’'ve won
the last two games, which has
been great,” Mock said.

It will be a challenge with Phil-
lip Island slated to play OMK in
the final round, which is sitting
fourth on the ladder.

NERRENA

NERRENA lost to Inverloch in
A Grade on Saturday.

The Red Caps were chasing
222 and started well with Eamon
Berryman making 20 runs.

However, it began to fall apart
with a few quick wickets through
the middle.

Mitch Croatto steadied the ship
with 24 runs and tailender Shem
Murphy top scored with 32 runs.

Regardless, Inverloch bowled
well and was able to get the job
done.

B Grade had a massive score
to contend with and was not able
to match Wonthaggi Club’s effort.

Club had made 323 and was
successful in defending it.

Kade Berryman was best with
the bat, making 32 runs.

Gerard Murphy contributed
23 runs and Tyson Harris made
26 runs.

Nerrena was bowled out for 181.

C Grade was also beaten by
Wonthaggi Club, playing at the
Leongatha velodrome.

Nerrena batted first and open-
ing batsmen Ben Croatto and
captain Brian Gannon making
46 and 42 runs respectively.

Third bat Darren Curtis top
scored with 54 runs.

However, some low scores
would prove costly.

Nerrena managed to pull to-
gether a total of 8/179, which it
hoped would be defendable.

It was not to be with Club’s Ian
Hughes making 96 runs.

The bowlers battled with Daniel
Grigg, Brendan Salmon and Raph
Jefferis each taking a wicket.

Club’s winning score was 3/183.

MDU

KOONWARRA/LRSL managed
to chase down MDU'’s total of
250 with six wickets still in hand
during Saturday’s A2 match.

Playing at the Meeniyan Recre-
ation Reserve, Koonwarra/LRSL
looked strong early with Tanuj
Namalge opening the batting.

He went on to make a whopping
146 runs, with Isuru Darshana
adding 53 runs to the tally.

MDU’s bowlers fought back
with Mitch McGrath taking 2/58
off nine, Sembakuttige Lakshan
taking 1/40 off 20 and Mark
Cantwell taking 1/24 off six.

Koonwarra/LRSLs winning to-
tal was 4/251.

With one round to go, MDU is
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Koonwarra/LRSLs Tanuj Namalge celebrates 100 runs in the A2

match against MDU. He went on to make 146. Photo: Jodie Arnup.

fifth on the ladder and will play
Foster to finish off the season.

FOSTER

FOSTER won its first game of
the season after a hard-fought
battle with Korumburra in A2 on
Saturday.

Playing at the Korumburra
Recreation Reserve, Foster had
made 188 and dug deep to de-
fend the total.

Some early wickets to Luke
Rooker, Max Johnston, Noah
McMillan and Josh Toner had
Foster in a great position to take
the game.

However, Rumesh Rangana put
the pressure on when he made
the first major impact on the
scoreboard, making 54 runs.

Tailender Reuben Foster also
kept it nice and close with 30
more runs.

Foster’s fielding side was deter-
mined and got the job done, bowl-
ing Korumburra out for 179.

Rooker was the pick of Foster’s
bowlers with four wickets.

KOONWARRA/LRSL

KOONWARRA/LRSL secured
a win against MDU following an
impressive performance with the
bat in A2 on Saturday.

With the target of 250 in mind,
opening batsman Tanuj Nam-
alge seemed unstoppable as he
amassed an amazing 146 run-haul
before he was dismissed LBW by
Sembakuttige Chathura Lakshan.

Namalge was supported by Isu-
ru Darshana, who made 53 runs.

Louis Read and Jason Ken-
nedy finished it off with 12* and
18* respectively.

MDU captain Mitch McGrath
was best with the ball, taking
two wickets.

Regardless, Koonwarra/LRSL
was able to pass MDU’s score
just four wickets down.

With a place in the finals locked
in, Koonwarra/LRSL is looking
forward to the final game of the
season against Korumburra.

NYORA

B GRADE performed well
and bowled out MDU for 92 on
Saturday.

Nyora went in looking to de-
fend 276 and exceptional bowl-
ing efforts from Ryan White led
the way.

White bowled 2/7 off nine overs
and Tully Bernaldo took 3/27 off
nine overs.

This set the tone for the day, with
Jaylen Waixel, Daniel Blackney
and Lincoln Brock chipping in.

“This was Lincoln Brock’s best
bowling effort for the year. It's a
good time of year to do it,” Nyo-
ra’s Adam White said.

C Grade had a tough day
against Inverloch at the Inver-
loch Recreation Reserve.

Tristan Dowel and William Uren
were the best with the ball, taking
two wickets each, and Keith Ma-
clure top scored with 35 runs.

“We were playing against the
top team and it was a good effort
from our kids to keep them to
160,” White said.

“A lot of our U15s played in C2
and gave a great effort.”

A and B Grade are now look-
ing ahead to the last game of the
season, with C Grade still to face
Wonthaggi Club and OMK.

WONTHAGGI CLUB

WONTHAGGI Club had a con-
vincing win over Nerrena in Bl
on Saturday.

Club had amassed 323 and
managed to bowl Nerrena out
for 181.

The standout with the ball was
Mark McCall, who took 3/45.

Wickets were shared amongst
the rest of the bowlers in a real
team effort.

“B Grade is going quite well. It
is undefeated on top of the lad-
der and has been well captained
by Sean Roche,” Club president
Luke McGuirk said.

C1 also played Nerrena and en-
joyed a win.

The bowlers performed well
and restricted Nerrena to 179.

Angus Benetti took 5/27, and
the club was rapt with his efforts.

With the bat, IJan Hughes made
96 runs, with Kevin McLean con-
tributing 46 runs and Jed Caddy
finishing it off with 24*.

Wonthaggi Club is sitting in
second place on C1’s ladder.

In C2, Club played Koonwarra/
LRSL, which was a good test.

Club went into bat first and
Brian Osborne expertly led the
way with 138*.

McGuirk opened with 21 runs
and Brayden Pentland made 20
runs.

Club made 5/247.

McGuirk went on to take three
wickets, with Ryan McGuirk and
13-year-old Tyler Jeffery taking
two each.

Koonwarra/LRSL was bowled
out for 137.

Wonthaggi Club congratulated
its Ulbs side for winning the
semi-final, with Heath Crump
named man-of-the-match.

THE IMPERIALS

THE Imperials had a tough
game in B2 as they were out-
righted by Glen Alvie.

Glen Alvie proved to be a tough
opposition, declaring with a
score of 230.

The Imperials were short on
players and had several juniors
step up to play.

Among them was Jaxon Eddy,
who had top scored in the Imps’
first innings, claimed a wicket
and took a catch.

The Imps came back this week
to attempt to reverse outright
Glen Alvie but lost a couple of
wickets early and could not
make up the runs.

Luke Rogers and Sam Vagg
performed well, making 51 and
50 runs respectively.

In the last round of the season,
the Imperials will take on Koon-
warra/LRSL at Koonwarra.

The Imperials are going into
this game with some confidence
following Koonwarra/LRSLs loss
to Kilcunda Bass and hope to
end the season on a high note.

KORUMBURRA

C GRADE secured a big win
and more importantly jumped
into the top four on the ladder
with finals now firmly in sight.

On Sunday, March 8, the
club’s C Grade team takes on
Wonthaggi Club at Summer-
field Oval in what promises to
be a special day.

The match marks the final
home game for club games re-
cord holder Darren Scott.

A true Cobras legend and
club life member, Darren has
announced his retirement at
the end of the season.

After an incredible career
spanning four decades, “Chop”
will hang up the bat leaving be-
hind a legacy of commitment,
leadership and passion for the
club.

The day will also celebrate
a major milestone for Adam
“Balf” Balfour, who will play
his 200th club game.

A loyal servant of the Cobras,
Balf began in the junior ranks
and worked his way through to
senior cricket including 81 A
Grade appearances among his
200 games.

The Cobras invite all past
and present players, support-
ers and friends to join them on
Sunday to celebrate two out-
standing clubmen and cheer
the C Grade towards finals.

On Saturday, a strong all-
round bowling performance
kept Kilcunda Bass to a com-
petitive total with Tom Sorrell
leading the attack with three
for 20 from seven overs. He
was well supported by Darren
Scott with two for 12 off seven
tight overs.

In reply Peter Edwards pro-
vided a quick-fire 20 before
veterans Trevor Allan (36 not
out off 45 balls) and Darren
Scott (52 not out off 44 balls)
guided the Cobras home with
17 overs to spare.

In A2, Rumesh Rangana top-
scored with 54 from 46 balls,
well supported by captain Har-
ry McNeill (23), before the Co-
bras slipped to 8/102. Reuben
Foster dug in for a determined
30 and with Jason Richards
put on a crucial 51-run ninth-
wicket partnership before the
Cobras fell 18 runs short.



Inverloch women build on
sustamed crlcket success

By Andrew Paloczi

INVERLOCH Cricket Club
recently added its third wom-
en’s premiership, following
its thrilling win against Koon-
warra/Leongatha RSL in the
2023/2024 decider and its
success in the previous sea-
son’s grand final against that
opponent.

The initial grand final win
made the Stingettes LDCA's
then Division 1 premier in the
association’s first women’s
season.

While this year’s decider
shaped as a beauty with sec-
ond-placed Leongatha Town
Inverloch’s opponent, specta-
tors didn’t get to see as much
action as expected.

“The grand final didn’t play
out the way anyone hoped,”
Inverloch Cricket Club said on
its Facebook page after weath-
er and LDCA rules combined
to prevent Leongatha Town
batting in response to the
Stingettes’ innings of 4/109.

However, none of that is In-
verloch’'s fault and those at
the club are proud that the
result reflects the consistency,
teamwork and effort shown
across the year that saw the
side finish minor premiers in
2025/26, as was the case in
the competition’s other three
seasons.

Passionate Inverloch player
and club secretary Jackie New-
man, one of five to feature in
all three premierships, attri-
butes the Stingettes’ success to
a combination of culture, con-
sistency and collective commit-
ment that builds over time.

“Our club prides itself on a
strong values-driven culture
where women and girls are in-
cluded and encouraged to be
themselves,” she said.

High training standards,
depth across the squad, com-
bined with respect, connection
and trust are key factors in the
sustained success achieved.

“We are lucky to have a team
that shows up for each oth-
er, leaders who set the tone,
coaches who support us and a
club environment that fosters
growth, enjoyment and high

Nicole Creaser watches the ball intently for Inverloch in the recent grand final, having now
played in all three premierships for the Stingettes. A26_0826

performance,” Newman said.

LDCA president John
Schelling spoke of Inverloch’s
achievements and ability to set
the standard.

“Inverloch have been the
leaders all the way through
with the competition and have
supported our GCL teams,” he
said, noting it is the club all the
others are trying to beat.

Schelling praised Newman’'s
ongoing contribution.

“She’s been a great driver
for women’s cricket,” he said,
crediting her with getting the
association onboard with start-
ing a women’s competition.

Newman reflected on what
has been achieved since, de-
scribing it as a story of mo-
mentum, belief and collective
effort.

Growth in participation, with
more women and girls join-
ing, staying and progressing
through the ranks, and a cul-
ture of belonging and pride in
being part of the competition

are among the accomplish-
ments she highlights.

Leadership pathways have
opened up, with more women
stepping into coaching, umpir-
ing and committee roles, ben-
efiting them and clubs.

“The competition is becom-
ing a respected, visible part of
the local sporting landscape,”
Newman said.

Amy McRobert, Nicole Creas-
er, Holly Williams and Keely
Dennerley are the other Sting-
ettes to have played in the trio
of premierships.

At this stage, Newman intends
to play on next season, saying
that after those at the club have
reflected on the recently com-
pleted campaign, theyll set
their sights on determining the
approach for 2026/27.

Schelling noted Newman’s
commitment to encouraging

local women's involvement
in Gippsland Cricket League
competition.

“Participation in representative

cricket is one of the most pow-
erful accelerators of player de-
velopment because it exposes
females to standards, environ-
ments and expectations that is
a step up from domestic crick-
et,” Newman said.

Sharpening skills, deepen-
ing game understanding and
building the required mindset
for higher level success are
benefits that flow from GCL
participation.

Additionally, an LDCA female
Masters team plays in Mel-
bourne during the offseason,
providing opportunities for
women over the age of 40 to
play in a competition with tra-
ditional cricket rules.

Up and coming young female
players can gain experience as
part of the Sophie Molineux
Cup squad, GCL competition
for the under-17s.

Local girls and women also
play in mixed competition on
Saturdays at both junior and
senior levels.

Kookaburras finish season W|th a resoundmg wctory

THE rampaging Kookas took
on the Canterbury Constables at
headquarters Outtrim last Sun-
day.

New skipper Ian Thorn lost
the toss and the Constables
chose to bat.

Micky Whiteside soon had the
Constables jailed clean bowling
Sergeant Angley with serious
heat.

Skipper Thorn then took one
for the team with a ball to the
eyebrow putting him out for the
innings.

Pieter Loos continued to
pressure the Canterbury lads
and president Neil White 1/11
and Peter “Water” Falls 1/30
cramped the scoring,

The Constables were restrict-
ed to 6/55.

They escaped somewhat and
finally posted 6/170 off their al-
lotted 40 overs.

The Kookas then swung the
willow.

Vic representative Pete Miller
blasted a brutal 45 not out off
30 balls well supported by Dave
Tessari with an assured 18 not
out.

Skipper Thorn then bravely
came out and made a coura-
geous 13 with great support
from co-skipper Phil Richards
18.

Things were tight but Neil
White 18 not out and master
blaster Pieter Loos 25 not out
off a lazy 12 balls saw the Koo-
kas cruise to a great victory with
5/171 with six overs to spare.

Man of the match went to Pi-
eter Loos.

Next it is off to the Victorian
Over 60s Championships in
Echuca where fun, friendship,
great partners and great cricket
will be the order of the week.

-
South Gippsland Kookaburras’ man of the match Pieter Loos
celebrates with Pankaj Parikh.

Goannas finish
on a high note

THE Gippsland Goannas Over-60
cricket team welcomed the Ring-
wood Over-60 team to Gaskin Park
in Churchill on a warm Sunday
morning,

The wicket was in good condition,
the outfield on the slow side and
there was a light north-east breeze
as the Goannas won the toss and
batted first with Graeme Ingle and
Ray Floyd opening the innings.

Ingle was bowled for seven in the
fifth over and Bernie Symons joined
Floyd.

These two both retired and were
replaced by Neil Meredith and Ian
Freshwater who took the score to
75 when Meredith was bowled for
six in the 20th over.

The Goannas were 2/77 at drinks.

Kingsley Rajasingam was the next
to go, bowled for two.

Murray Moore retired for 25, Rob
Bacchetti was lbw for three, fol-
lowed closely by Rino Metlikovec
bowled for 15.

The score was then 5/125 after
32 overs which soon became 6/127
when Andy Slevin was run out.

Chris de Vent was bowled for six
and last man Peter Anton came to
the crease.

He was joined by Floyd and they
took the score to 146 when both
were out, Floyd caught for 15 and
Anton stumped for 12.

Symons 23 and Freshwater 32
were the not out batsmen as the
Goannas innings finished at 9/154
after their 40 overs.

After the lunch break Symons
and Anton opened the bowling for
the Goannas with Symons break-
ing through with the first ball of his
fourth over.

Meredith replaced Anton and Sy-
mons struck again in each of his
next two overs, with Meredith chim-
ing in to have Ringwood 4/48 after
14 overs.

Bacchetti replaced Symons and
the score had reached 70 at the 20-
over drinks break.

Ingle, Rajasingam, Slevin and
Freshwater all bowled a few overs
as the score slowly mounted with
four batsmen retiring but the run
rate was below what was required.

Freshwater took two wickets to
finish with 2/18 from his six overs
and Anton bowled the first return-
ing batsman in the 40th over as
Ringwood completed their innings
at 7/135.

Symons had taken 3/16 from sev-
en overs, Meredith 1/19 from seven
and Anton 1/23 from four, while
Moore, Meredith, Metlikovec and
Freshwater all took catches in the
field.

This match was the last sched-
uled for the Goannas Over-60 team
with the Over-70s having matches
on Tuesday and Sunday next to
complete their season weather per-
mitting, as the scheduled match at
Warrandyte last Tuesday did not go
ahead.

Goannas international represen-
tatives are doing well in New Zea-
land as the National Over-70 team
participates in the second Over-70
Cricket World Cup.

Ian Southall has bowled 23 overs
in three of the six games played
to date taking one wicket at about
three runs per over, while Ray
Smith has batted four times, has
made 255 runs and is yet to be dis-
missed.

There is one pool match remain-
ing for the team on Tuesday and
they will play in the final on Friday
having five wins and one washout to
currently lead the table.

Goannas Ian Gibson and his wife
Heather Farley are co-managers of
the team for the New Zealand tour.
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Hartley Wells

Betta

Leongatha
www.hartleywells.com

Phone: 5662 2930

Team Points % : Team Points %
A GRADE, Division 1 A GRADE, Division 2
Inverloch 108 1.263 Nyora 120 1.486
Club 96 1.473 : KilcundaBass 114 1.600
Nerrena 96 1.419 : KoonwarraL/RSL 90 1.491
OMK 90 1.059 : Glen Alvie 60 0.865
Phillip Island 60 1.126 : MDU 36 0.902
Town 12 0.599 : Korumburra 36 0.809
Imperials 6 0.501 : Foster 12 0436
B GRADE, Division 1 l B GRADE, Division 2

Club 134 2.416 : Nyora 108 1.342
OMK 102 2.273 i MDU 102 0.908
Nerrena 90 1.645 : KoonwarraL/RSL 96 1.164
Inverloch 80 1.439 : Kilcunda Bass 66 0.804
Phillip Island 42 0.737 : Glen Alvie 62 1.117
Town 30 0.405 : Imperials 42 0.783
Korumburra 6 0.238 :

Team Points % Team Points %
C GRADE, Division 1 ll  C GRADE, Division 2
OMK 144 1.762 Inverloch 156 1.644
Club 138 1.462 : Club 150 2.458
Philliplsland 108 0.927 : Koonwarra L/RSL120 1.248
Korumburra 90 1.190 : Glen Alvie 120 0.977
Nerrena 90 0.849 : Nyora 60 0.513
Kilcunda Bass 60 0.772 : Town 48 0.563
MDU 54 0.535 i OMK 30 0.625

ROUND 14 - SATURDAY, MARCH 7 (DAY 1)

A GRADE, Division 1 - 1PM START

Phillip Island v OMK
Club v Nerrena
Town v Imperials
Inverloch - BYE

Cowes Ken Scrimshaw
Wonthaggi Turf  Shane Moore
Scorpion Pk 1 Ashleigh Stride

A Grade, Division 2 - 1PM START

Koon L/RSLvK’burra LeongthaTurf lan Salmon
K-Bass v Nyora Bass 1 Michael Thomas
Foster v MDU Foster CG Les White

Glen Alvie - BYE

B GRADE, Division 1 - 1PM START

Korumburra v Club Korumburra Graham Wightman
OMK v PhillipIsland  Outtrim Steve Williamson
NerrenavInverloch  Nerrena Geoff Birnie

Town - BYE

B GRADE, Division 2 - 1PM START

Koon L/RSL v Imperials Koonwarra Tyson Tootel
MDU v K-Bass Meeniyan TBA
Glen Alvie v Nyora Glen Alvie TBA

ROUND 20 - SATURDAY, MARCH 7
C GRADE, Division 1 - 1PM START

MDU v PhillipIsland  Dumbalk TBA
Korumburra v Club Poowong TBA
K-Bass v OMK Bass 2 TBA

Nerrena - BYE

C GRADE, Division 2 - 1TPM START

OMK v Glen Alvie Digger Park TBA
Club v Nyora McMahon TBA
Koon L/RSL v Town Leongatha Vel. TBA

Inverloch - BYE

Subject to Confirmation.
Any prospective umpires can contact
Ash Stride 0432 350 944 or Ken Scrimshaw 0433 297 421

) SCOREBOARD |

LEONGATHA & DISTRICT CRICKET ASSOCIATION

A1: Madura Madusanka (Town) 101* ; Rhys Newman (Inverloch) 4/31
A2: Tanuj Namalge (Koon L/RSL) 146 ; Luke Rooker (Foster) 4/44
B1: Luke Bowman (Town) 62 ; Nicholas Auddino (OMK) 5/39
B2: Luke Rogers (Imperials) 51 ; Ryan Sinclair (Glen Alvie) 5/33

C1: lan Hughes (Club) 96 ; Angus Benetti (Club) 5/27
C2: Brian Osborne (Club) 138* ; Cameron Butler (Inverloch) 4/28

k.. Choices

The floor you'va been searching for

8-10 Koonwarra Rd, Leongatha. 5662 5030
Cnr Carneys Road & Bass Highway,

AUMONT TILES
Looking good!

Wonthaggi. 5672 2148

Philip Richards attempts to hold off the onslaught of Inverloch bowling. He finished 23 not out. W19 0926

Stingrays dismantle struggling Cobras

B GRADE, DIVISION 1

INVERLOCH made a statement
over the weekend, crushing Korum-
burra in what was a very one-sided
B Grade Division 1 match at Thomp-
son Reserve.

They went into the second day of
their match on Saturday, February
28 with all the momentum, after
previously declaring at 6/357. They
continued to roll over Korumburra,
as they finished just 10/65.

Inverloch originally won the toss
and elected to bat, a decision they
would not regret as they made their
intentions clear from the start.

Those intentions being an utter
dismantling of Korumburra’'s bowl-
ers, primarily through two of their
most talented batsmen.

Opening batsman Walter Tab-
erner turned the innings into his
playground, producing an absolute

s o e

masterclass as he cruised to 163
runs from the same number of deliv-
eries. He was smacking balls all over
the field, as 22 boundaries flowed
from his bat.

But Taberner was not the end of
Korumburra’s woes, as an inspired
Will Rankin added a century of his
own, finishing on 102 not out from
just 89 balls. Between Rankin and
Taberner, the pair effectively batted
the Cobras out of the match.

Cobra Noah Belvedere battled hard
with the ball in his hand, finishing
with 3/75, while Aaron Damon also
chipped in with 2/71, but the batting
prowess shown from the Inverloch
batsmen was too much to overcome.

If the monumental total of 357 felt
imposing to begin with, then Inver-
loch’s bowlers made it insurmount-
able to overcome.

Korumburra’s woes continued into
their batting innings, as six batsmen

fell without scoring a single run.

Stingray James McNamara was a
monster with the ball, finishing the
match 3/5 from just nine overs.

Taberner showed his value as an
all-rounder, capping off his 163-run
performance with two wickets of his
own, while Isaac Seuren and Jesse
Dugard also claimed two wickets
each, with none conceding more
than 21 runs.

For Korumburra, Phillip Richards
and Aaron Damon offered some re-
sistance with 23 and 22 runs respec-
tively, but it was always going to be a
huge ask considering the monstrous
total.

It was a belief-building perfor-
mance for Inverloch, who will now
turn their attention to a final-round
clash with top four team Nerrena,
who sit one spot above them on the
ladder, before preparing for a finals
campaign which is now guaranteed.

Jesse Dugard pictured bowling to Philip Richards. Jess had a great day with ball in hand, finishing with

2/21. W20_0926
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Kilcunda Bass _build momentum as finals loom

A GRADE, DIVISION 2

KILCUNDA Bass continued
their impressive A2 season
on the weekend, wrapping up
a convincing win over Glen
Alvie at the Wonthaggi Recre-
ation Reserve in the season’s
penultimate round.

The day started with the re-
sult yet to be decided, requir-
ing Killy Bass to chase down
Glen Alvie’s modest total of
93 runs. They calmly com-
pleted the job, ultimately fin-
ishing 6/158 after 66 overs.

Glen Alvie dug themselves
a hole a week earlier when
they were bowled out for 93
in the 44th over. Early wick-
ets made the job a lot harder
than it needed to be, with
both Archie Moore and Ar-
chie Donohue falling for just
one run, even though they
both faced over nineteen de-
liveries. The innings was nev-
er quite able to be recovered.

Glen Alvie’s Matthew Dono-
hue attempted to steady the
sinking ship with 23 runs,
while Harvey Smith also
showed resilience, finish-
ing on 24 not out. Vice-cap-
tain Matthew Dakin added a
handy 15 as well, but a full
innings recovery eluded them.

Bass’ Todd Smith was a
wizard with the ball in hand,
finishing 5/20 and not allow-
ing the Glen Alvie batsmen to
settle. Ryan Brown also had a
day out, finishing 3/23 from
10 overs.

Three ducks and several
single-figure scores left the
door wide open for Kilcunda
to put the final nails in the
coffin, and they did just that
on the weekend.

Chasing 94, Killy Bass
wasted no time. Openers
Cameron Davidson and Jay-
dan Tregear set the pace with
a strong partnership, making
34 and 39 respectively and
removing any doubt from the
result. Benjamin Lucas was
next to pick up the bat, and
he continued the relentless
charge, finishing the match
with 48 before Archie Moore
made a stunning catch to
deny him the half-century.

Glen Alvie certainly never
quit though. Ben McRae de-
livered a stunning bowling
display late in the innings,
removing Todd Smith and
Aaron Conron back-to-back,
giving himself a hat trick
opportunity. For a moment
it looked like McRae had
achieved the feat, as he and
his teammates appealed
strongly against Ash Lar-
combe on his first ball faced.
But it wasn’'t meant to be, as
the umpire’s finger remained
down. McRae finished 3/26
from 15 overs, but the dam-
age had been done as Bass
cruised to victory.

The result leaves Kilcunda
Bass sitting second on the
ladder with 9 wins and just
a single loss coming to Nyora
early in the season. They will
look to consolidate as they
head into their final regular
season clash against that
very same Nyora team with
revenge on their minds.

Glen Alvie will lick their
wounds and use their bye
next week to prepare for their
own finals campaign, as they
currently sit fourth and two
wins clear over fifth-placed
MDU.
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Killy Bass’ Todd Smith sends the ball right back where it came from. W03_0926
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Glen Alvie skipper Ben McRae sends one down the pitch to Benjamin Lucas, who finished
with 48 runs. WO1_0926
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Lucas McRae fires a ball towards the bat of Todd Smith, who finished with 12 runs.
W02 0926

LDCA - FEBRUARY 28 HIGHLIGHTS
A GRADE, DIVISION 1

A GRADE, DIVISION 2

B GRADE, DIVISION 1

B GRADE, DIVISION 2

C GRADE, DIVISION 1

C GRADE, DIVISION 2

OMK 7-d/218 d Town 10/141 & 2/131

OMK Batting: K Brann 98, P Thind 36, J Lamers 33
OMK Bowling (2nd): J Singh2/7

Town Batting (2nd): M Madusanka 101*

Town Bowling: L Gill 3/27, R Hume 3/58
Inverloch 222 d Nerrena 153

Nerrena Batting: S Murphy 32, M Croatto 24,

E Berryman 20, J Hoy17*

Inverloch Bowling: R Newman 4/31, L Rankin 4/42,
R Abeysinghe1/38, K Rotthier1/8

Phillip Island 9/129 d Imperials 74 & 6/136
Pl Batting: D Mock 71, T Cameron 13

Pl Bowling (2nd): T Niven 2/16, J Williams 2/17
Imp. Batting (2nd): J Ginnane 61*, C Reid 36

Imp. Bowling: A Williams 3/41, J Cochrane 2/15
Club - BYE

Kilcunda Bass 6/158 d Glen Alvie 93
K-Bass Batting: B Lucas 48, J Tregear 39,

C Davidson 34

Glen Alvie Bowling: B McRae 3/26,

M Donohue 1/2, M Dakin 1/41
Koonwarra L/RSL 4/251 d MDU 250
Koon L/RSL Batting: T Namalgue 146,

| Darshana 53, J Kennedy 18%, L Read 12*
MDU Bowling: M McGrath 2/58,

M Cantwell 1/24, S C Lakshan 1/41

Foster 188 d Korumburra 170
K’burra Batting: R Rangana 54, R Foster 30,
J Richards 23*, H McNeil 23

Foster Bowling: L Rooker 4/44, M Cooke 2/34,
M Johnston 1/23, N McMillan 1/43

Nyora - BYE

Club 8/323 d Nerrena 181

Nerrena Batting: No scores listed

Club Bowling: No bowling listed

OMK 6/277 d Town 184

Town Batting: L Bowman 62, D Goss 46, S Clark 20,
M Hardy 19, L Hickey 12, L Ashton 8

OMK Bowling: N Auddino 5/39, P Dell 2/90,

B Maguire 1/4, L Jones 1/20, T Nicholas 1/40
Inverloch d-6/357 d Korumburra 103
K’burra Batting: P Richards 23*, A Damon 22,
N Belvedere 8, L Dole 3, W Dourley 1
Inverloch Bowling: J McNamara 3/5,

W Taberner 2/8, | Seuren 2/19, J Dugard 2/21

Phillip Island - BYE

Nyora 9/276 d MDU 92

MDU Batting: R Henry 24, K Sinclair 24,

A Richardson 11, T Zukovskis 8, A Bettersby 5*
Nyora Bowling: T Bernaldo 3/27, L Brock 2/4,

R White 2/7, D Blackney 2/15, J Waixel 1/37
Kilcunda Bass 3/102 d Koonwarra L/RSL 98
K-Bass Batting: R Gardiner 41%, A Miller 38*

Koon L/RSL Bowling: R Read, 1/7,

S Kaneshathasan 1/13, B Smith 1/21

Glen Alvie 9-d/203 d Imperials 6/42 & 134
Imperials Batting: L Rogers 51, S Vagg 50,

M Reid 14, L Anderson 8, J Jeffery 6

Glen Alvie Bowling: R Sinclair 5/33, V Peiris 2/2,

E Spiteri-Stevens 2/31

Club 3/183 d Nerrena 8/179

Nerrena Batting: D Curtis 54, B Croatto 46
Nerrena Bowling: B Salmon 1/24, D Grigg 1/25
Club Batting: | Hughes 96, K Mclean 46

Club Bowling: A Benetti 5/27, C Adams 2/42
OMK 0/60 d MDU 59

MDU Batting: D Thomas 15, C Hoober 9

MDU Bowling: Fill-in 0/18, R Prosser 0/20
OMK Batting: S Handley 35%, B Hayes 20*
OMK Bowling: B Wyatt 4/10, S Taylor 2/0
Korumburra 1/116 d K-Bass 8/115
K-Bass Batting: J Huckett 40, J Matser 21
K-Bass Bowling: A Blackney 1/33, H Bettles 0/22
K’burra Batting: D Scott 52%, T M Allen 36*
K’burra Bowling: T Sorrell 3/20, D Scott 2/12

Phillip Island - BYE

Inverloch 8/166 d Nyora 55

Inverloch Batting: W Chapman 44, J Foote 28*
Inverloch Bowling: C Butler 4/28, B Poll 2/0

Nyora Batting: K Maclure 35, W Uren 6

Nyora Bowling: W Uren 2/18, T Dowel 2/36

Town 6/124 d OMK 8/121

OMK Batting: Private Player 26, D Wylie 18*

OMK Bowling: M Whiteside 3/14, J Battersby 2/40
Town Batting: A Aeschlimann 56, R Edwards 26
Town Bowling: R Jorgensen 3/10, N Davassy 2/15
Club 5/247 d Koonwarra L/RSL 137

Club Batting: B Osborne 138*, L McGuirk 21

Club Bowling: L McGuirk 3/32, R McGuirk 2/14
Koon L/RSL Batting: M Boswell 40%, B Cocksedge 22
Koon L/RSL Bowling: G Boxall 1/18, A Piksons 1/22
Glen Alvie - BYE
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TWELVE-year-old Ryder
Pedlow announced himself in
senior cricket with a devas-
tating 7/22 against Kilcunda
Bass and hasn’t looked back
since, dominating the B2 com-
petition alongside his father
Brett at Koonwarra/LRSL.

Brett's bowling average is
second in the league while
Ryder sits sixth, a remark-
able feat for a player who only
turned 13 in January.

Brett imagined it would still
be a few years before the duo
could play together but Ryder
has far exceeded expecta-
tions.

“It's been amazing to see his
progress. He’s really holding
his own in the senior grades,”
Brett said.

When Ryder first stepped
up to bat in B2 he made 40-
odd runs before delivering
that match-winning 7/22 just
after Christmas.

“He was really proud of that
game,” Brett said.

Brett said they’'ve been lucky
to be part of the Koonwarra/
LRSL Cricket Club which has
leaned into the development
of its juniors, allowing Ryder
to play in the senior grades
alongside his dad and his
mates.

“Ryder and his mate Reggie
(Read) have been loving play-
ing together. It's been really
good for their development
and it's great to watch. The
beauty of cricket is that you
can play at any age,” Brett
said.
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By Tayla Kershaw

“Based on their recent per-
formances, they are on an up-
ward trajectory.”

Ryder also plays in the Ul5s
Koonwarra/LRSL and Le-
ongatha Town team, played
U13s GCL and plays basket-
ball for Leongatha Lightning
which becomes a juggling act
over summer.

“The cricket club is sup-
portive of all the sports the
kids choose to play. It's been a
thrill,” Brett said.

Ryder’s passion for sport
comes from his family who
have had connections in local
cricket, basketball, tennis and
football.

“We are lucky to live in Le-
ongatha where we have such
great facilities and sport cul-
ture is embraced and encour-
aged. It’s brilliant,” Brett said.

Brett's own cricket career be-
gan with juniors at the Imperi-
als before a stint as captain/
coach at Mirboo North where he
was part of a few premierships.
He was also part of a group that
set up the Yarram and District
Pelicans and has now settled at
Koonwarra/LRSL.

“I've always been in and out
of cricket clubs. It's a great
way to stay connected to the
community and keep fit,”
Brett said.

With one round to go in the
2025/26 competition, Koon-
warra/LRSLs B2 side has had
a great season and will be fea-
tured in the finals series.
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